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Il."i-l'_ll'l 5 scare story about an IRA “take
m-l:'r of Belfast has ‘For the British

Market’ stamped all over it

Few people i Ireland. and none in
Belfast, will believe that the [RA would
plan a dangerous and wasteful operation
of the kind described.

Even @ spokesman for the Lovabist Ulsier
Defence Asmociation haz branded the story as
an SAS convocton, As the frish Press has
pofnted ouwt, the revelations ‘ccincds’ sery
codiveniently with the Covernment’s attempis
toget the Sunningdale Agreement ratified,

There could be some factwal basis for the
story. Possibly the Afmy has caprured docu-
ments outlining contingeney plans for & *Doom-
sday” situarion, in which the Brtsh Army pulls
il lotlowed by 3 massive lovalisr attsck on the
catholic ghettoss.

Last gummier, diring the worst phase of che
sectotion murders, there was a great deal of
epeculation aboul thisin Beifast, [t was thought
that the Hritish Army counld be pulled oot of
Belfast and * Derry long enough oo ollow B
pogrom to sweep over the cathobic areas. This
world eliminsie ithe Hapublican challenge to
I‘1¢ I'ir tixh Government.

guch a siluation the [TRA would be
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hesasted by mass recruilment, and Lhera would
b wnicy berween Officials and Provisiopals in
resisting the onstaught

It was ihis danger that led the Republicans,
g few months ago, o pegotiate with cthe UDA
aud ather loyalist orgnEarions. Far from plan-
ning to attack Proftestant aress. che Republi-
cans have seamed do overastirmale the legree
of compromise that could be achiewed  with
them,

Hoportz in  British pewspapers have not
indicated the bordecline betwean evidence and
speculation in Wilson's sigry, Inish newspapers,
which based their reports on an Army press
conference i Belfasi, boing this ool nyore
plainly. Sigmificantly, the Armny's onlye direct
gquotation  from  che
quotations  from the  ‘documents’  refer o
defempive plans,

The pronunence given to this story conirasts
dramatically with coverage of a alatement by
William Craig, mede opn Free Stote radie on
Sunday, He saidl that che careent lovalist mur-
der campaign against innocent cothoblics was,
‘updesstandable’ and ‘excusable. Such an at-
titude by @ prominent Unionist polifician backs
up Eepublican fears of 8 *Doomsday” situation.

Labour MP DRennis Skinner pot his finger on
the reason for the seare. He asked Wikon in
Parliament: "Will the discovery gel the iroops
ol of lreland sooner rather than later?”

Wileon's reply incloded the telling phrase:
*orhere s pooguestion of  withdrawing the
troops ontil the problems they have been
dealing wich hove been solved,”

Wilkon's trickery is strikinglby simifar to hig
‘polivically motiared men® scare during the
1966 seamens sirike.

The British working class should deficat such
methods by building a mass movement demand-
g an end to che whole squalid Ivish aperation,
anid the withdrawal of the troops ROW!

BIG SUPPORT FOR

CLAY CROSS CONFERENCE

THE NATIOMAL CONFERENCE
called by Clay Cross constituency
Labour Party for London oo 8 Tune
is moeting with a big resposse in the
labour mavermenl,

Fommer Clay Cross counelllin
Trrvid Skinner, insvalved in the or-
genisation of the confercoee, 1ol
Fed Weeldy "Every conceivable
prpmnisativn hos applied tor ered-
cdentials, We are expecting a full
huzitss, and have issaed something
like 200 credentials in the ficst
week alone.”

Uregnigations sending delegates
meinda local Lahour Parties,
trader conncils, rade union brameh-
s, shop srewards comimittess, and
[Eants asaciplions, Among the
trade union bodics represented will
be the Preston ond Chesterficld
Trades Councils. and beanches of

the TOGWL, WUPE, ASTMS, the NUM,

and GHIWLIL

Forimer Clay Cross councillor
David Skinner — expecting a
full hnun

The conference will open with a
diszuselon of the Clay Croas struggle
und ghe fight to defend thosa victim-

ized in that strugale. The afternoon
sesmion will ke wp the guestions
of solidority with Chile che fight to

fres che rade unionists jailed in the
Shrewsbury frame-up LHals, and the
fight of the Engineers against the

Mational Indwsirial Eelations Court.
This conference will b 4 majon
garthering of those in the Porefraond o
the srrugple apainst the capicabisc ofi-
emsive who aie dissabisiied with Lab-
our's sell-nit policies an-all the eroc-
ial guestions facing the working class.

Ir will otfer an important oppors
ity b0 owork out a fahting pro-
gramme For the hibour movemsanl,
and to rake the gteps DoecemETy o
carry that programrene inbo achon.

For chese reasons Red Weekly
will be providing regular coverage
of the lead-up o the conference
in the coming weeks, We will also
be contributing (o the debate on the
wav forwnrd For the workers' moves
ment, in preparaiion for the discues-
icns that will rake place at the con-
ference itsell,

For further information orF credan-
tials contact: Charlie Bunting, 7
Lynam Close, Danesmoor, Clay
Cross (tel. 0248 B62756).
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Unions demand enquiry into

Labour corruption

The TCWL and the Boilermalkers
Union im the North East hive both
called for an énquiry by the labour
movement imto the web of cormp-
thon associated with Poulson, Andrew
Cunningham and T, Dan Smith.

This call reflects deep local doubes
i the Morth East about the Foyal
Commission on corruption which
has been announced by the Labour
Government,

The Royal Commission will have
only the most lmited powers of 3
investigation and its deliberations will
gpin oul over months, and even years.
Al the end of all this it will be on-
abie o do more than make recom
mendations.

Buil the most serious objecton 0o
legving it to 0 Royal Conymission is
thai corruption of leading figutes i
the labour movement must be the
concern of the working class itszlf.
For that reason the mave by the
TGWU and the Bodlermakers s very
welcome,

MORTAL THREAT

S0 Tur the reaction of the Labour
and trede union l=aderihip to the
evidence of Nagrant corruption has
oy served to aggravate this martal
threat 1o the integrity of the labour
movement, Andifew Lupningham,
long-time amocite of Pouison, was
aliowed o serve cut his lime on the

Labour Party Mational Executive Com-
mitiee long after his connections
were public knowledge, Mot anly
have Coaninghum's activities passd
withoul censure, but the Lanner
Deputy Leader, Lord George Brown,
appeared at his trial to give kdm a
glowing character reference

The entire hierarchy of the Labour
Party has defended the business con-
mection between the present Deputy
Leader, Edward Short, and T, Dan
Smith, despite the evidenee that
Short conststently nsed his influsnce
o defend Smith from corruption
charges

The one man in the Morth Eaat
who fought this cancercus growih,
the MP for Blyth, Eddiz Milne, was
first Blocked by every means avail-
able and then expelled fromibe Party,

This stance of the Labour l=ader-
ship proves fuel for Labour's Par-
liamentary opponents and their
capitalizst backers. Even meofre scriowsly
it sirikes at the very rool of Labour
as a parly moterially independent of
the capitalist class, 1t can only
further encourags the corrupl ax-
ploitation by Laboar representatives
of pesitions to which they have besn
elected or appainted.

It iz revealing that the Lobour
leaders, alwaye 8o eager (o fead n
witch-hunt ngainst mililanis, are 8o

accommodating o Poulson’s
sorry relinue in the fabour move-
ment, And it is worthy of note thet
thess socigl-demaocratic mis-leaders,
who have no belielin the capacity
of the working class to create its
owi solutions to the economie and
social orisis, are preparcd Do swallow
whola the *miracles” promsed by
phony “tyeoons” like T.Dan Emit_h.
Right wing sccial democracy la
totally opposed bo independent
warking cless action, ind &5 thos
often at a log to discover 8 way
i gel this done. Maverick capitalist
or technoorals oo Robert Maxaell
ar T. Dan Smith are thus the perfect
complement to & copperthottomed
bureaucrat like Andiew Cunningham
A workers” enquiry inlo these
questions should ey the basis For
expelling from the movemaent all the
accomplices of Conningham and
Smith. It ahould also propose meas-
ures Lo make Labour represenfalives
really accountable to Lheir sUpporters.
Above all it must be made Slear
that defence of the workers’ move-
ment 2giinet the insidious menace of
corruption should on to account be
left tex the agencies of bourgeais law
and opder. Such bodies have no
interest in 2 vigorouws and indepen-
deni working class movement, but
are only ton enger (o exiend their
hold over the organized workers”
moveEment,

Teachers’
leaders

postpone action

A referendum on action over the
E350 London AHowsnce claim

was organised by the National Union
of Teachers lasi weele

Despite the failure of the NUT
leadership to compaign amongit the
membership, and the unevenness in
militancy between teachers in Inner
London and those i the outlying
areas, 43% of the votes were casi for
strike sclion

The NUT Exécutive are using the oot-
come of the relerendwm &5 an cxcuss
fisd Mot oTganisng any ociion, although
the potenitial support for 4 militant
stnzggle has been demonstrated by the
sipfice of 15 000 teachers an 29 April, and
the recent spate of unolTicil aciion,

It Execotive have postponed any
decision until 23 May. With the Pay Eoard
due tooreport on 18 June, il stsms G7Ladn
that they will adapt n “wait-and-see’
altitude,

Unfertunadely, L [5 doitinated
Raenk-<and-File proup is tnil-ending Lhe
Executise, amd heve refused o do any-
thing until 2lter their public masLng on
T laree, They seem fo b set on Chiils usual
metic of walting until the Execative sils
oul, g0 Lhat they can 'oxpose’ thein
afterwards.

Hier mdlitangs must acr now, Thew
should organise a sielke and mass lehlby of
the KUT Action Comimitter 2t Hamilton
House on 23 May, Those schaals suppor
ting this shoudd send out delegaies 10 win
suppart frem other schools

Ui rovesiies (0 echosdds shoodd dec-
ide harw and by whism exames will be
covered that day, end vate an extended
strikie aceion, whether or ol it 2 clhciEl

If a doeen or more of the larper and
fie mmiltnd schonds sere to take such
action, they would quickly draw in broad
support, Lol etrfce cammiteess, and an
all-London commities, showld be sol up
to orenrd mate the action aod ensure thai
the leadersbdp o= Oomly i tha bainds ol
the membership.

Sach commmiccess could 2lso buid
links with tenchers in farther education,
PeAL O, and Isoepital workers, who are
pursuing smikar clnims. With a fem Gam-
mdtneEnd to suppost ekch pthers” nemands
the tide cauld ke tummed in the scrugge
of warkers m the public sectar, and a big
VIEROEY an again=t the culs in Soeial
expenditure.

Jin DOMOSHUE

Fed Weskly
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RACIST RUNS IN OXFORD

Leading spokesman of the extreme
right-wing Monday Club Horold
Soref was forced (o make an un-
dignified escape from anti-racisi
demonstrators in Oxford,

Soref wus speaking on "Coloured
[mmigration’ st the invitalion of
ihe Codfioad University Monday Club,
But his speech was nterrupled by
40 mititants shouting slopans and
trving to et into the meating,

Saref promptly fled out of a rear
door of the Union Bociety Bodlding,
through ahouse, over o five (ool wall,
and into 8 waitlng sporis car. When
lust seen he had difven through a
red light, narrowly missing a passing
atudent, and was heading for his 4-
qlar hotel,

MNUS POLICY
The demanseraiors, wham Sarcd
deseribed as ‘sweum’, wers irapped in the
Limion Socecly buildeng by Mooday

Club (g and polics, who procseded
o iake mames and photagraphs lor their
rospective [Hes. Two sludents were
nrrested urid charged with ‘crominad
tamnag”

Tl counrer-demonsiration was argt-
ieed after & general meciing voled m
fovour of the NS policy agnimst Fascizl
and recist speakers, An anti-fascist cam
mrplies Wl JTodmmed, 44 pare of an ongeing
campaign.

T comumdides bases its actions nn
the idea that Irées spesch and domocratic
riphis were wan throneh waorking class
strugale. A Niphl apeioed O fascisds,
who want ta destray these mghts, i
essmptial in onder 10 detedd thess Pard-
wan gins.

The next action planned by the com-
mities 5 & demeasirtion againgl @ Kathon-
al Front meeting plhinoed for Cclond
Tewn Hall on 21 May,

Bowed e othan kading Manday
Clubbers saw their mesting a5 2 Lo case,
%0 thaol despite the amrests, the affair was
#n impartant victaey for the antiracist
and anfitasasn movtmenl

UNION DELAYS OFFICIAL
BACKING FOR COWLEY

NATIONAL negotiations on the
vicmisalion of Alan Thornett at
the British Leyland Azsembly Plant
in Cowley have braken down, The
plant’s transport drivers are still
wwaiting officin] backing for the
sivike, at progent suspesided, which
they il.!.unl.'hl.-d in defence of their
right to chonse Thorneti ns their
siewnrd,

When Mathonal Officers ol the
TdlrWL warmed Leyland manage-
ment chat afficiat sirike acltion would
follow a failure to npree, the company

for the firac time shifted from their
ahsolute relusal Lo recoenive [hos-
neti. They eventually offersd in
accept him as a shop-ateward aftes
gix monlhs good conduct.

Wi mion rejected this insalbing
affer would this stand was Sndorscd by &
meeting af the drivers. Tut Mess Evans,
nariaral organiser for the "I'ﬁi'“.'ull-:l.l refuises
b call an official simke in the abssncs
of Jack Jones and s degoty Cwho as
hoth shraad ), The drivers have resalved
thas an his return Jares wall be met with
a stromg delegation from te Transpore
department to demand backing far-their
aclion, -

Meanwhile, the (moral Parposss
Sub-Commbites of the Begenal Comnil-
tee af the TE&GWL has been pursaing its

Inquiry at Cowdey. The ingudry hae
sdrayed beyod the ongial ferms ol
referemoe, which were (o investigate

b managenment's charges againet Thor-
i,

The Inywairy has heeoms & Tishiog
expedition’ inte 2l aspectsaf the uninn
orfpdnis ton in (B Cactory, with (B clear
mim af reducing the influence of the 5155
branch, kagra militant thorn in the ddo
o the repional burcaucrnts, The 585
branch s wow resoleeld el il Cke
inguiry dogs imternd to make recommen
datons bevend Ly decons &F feFeie e,
these should he sobmittéd o a special
s tinn ol 4B Dell ripiniial conmmitres,
on which Thomett is a delegate, before
phiblicatian.

LCarnl Miller's plans to estahblish 2
Cowley wives gution proup” mittered &

s (hack n the hands of pro-union women.
S0 shu has Bew sl ap this ant-simike
wutfit Tram her own Froad roasn ! While
Ter suppaord ks declined to s hendful,
Milber w2l has the advantage of wnlimred
pulslickry, Women trode uniomsts, aod
wiss whe suppost the union, must shep
up plans ta counter Miller and bér backers
0 they 1y and resams fheiractivites
daring the oming struges,
Last Monday's Horkers Press carried
a slanderous attack on the IMG's role
at Cowley_ A full reply will appsaar in
mext weak's Aed Feckly,

MICHAEL FO¥T has managed o
put himself back on KALGD's rather
slender hook.

Replying to the TUC s initiative
oy behalf of the union's Landon
Weighting clains he laz made it clear
that nothing cum he done before the
Pay Board repost is Bmed at the enid
of June. All he could pllow 1% an
interim agreement would be o deal
within Phase 3 limits ganting about
£50Fin Inner Londan and £26 in
Cutor Londaon.

Fver the recently ssabed-<down dem-
azuks of the uniom are being trealed it
contempl by the Gosernment, whio ave oot
vet confronted with a dedecenined fight
by the WA LG leaderskip.

BUREAUCRATS INABILITY
Last Marvlay's mesting of the NALGD
Executive showed the completes inakility
ol the bunzascrals o work ool a decisive
plan of action afier Fool's lubet refasal
The WEC agresd to indmeass seleciivg sirkke
avtion, bomgng o abowt G Tooml go-
ermment and eleciricily workers in
Hammersmdtly, Hillingdon, Kensington,
Lewdsbam, Mertan, Mewham, Badbridg,
Richmond, Wandewarth, LEH and CECH
bramches. However Tower Hambsls aitd
Hacknes branches have not yed heen
hraught out on total sirike, in spibe of
demeends frem the brench memherships.
It meeme likaly that the PNELC w4l

foltosnp this plecs of ineptiteds by Gall-
ing Tslingion beanch bask foowark, &
meciing of the Emergency Commille: &
scheduled Por Friday 17 May when Ialing-

tos pod ko 8 1o be ‘reviewinl’

Thes bureawceats plead that the cost of
keepimg lalingion out and e expenss
of hringiog in ether branches is oxcesdve,
slnee &l workers 2o on [ull 2tiike pay.
But this saruss la jiesd a smokescrezn
far the real fear ol the bunsaeTacy,

They are afeald that Islingtom i3 e oo~
ing the teal kadership of the stnapgle and
That the addition of 1o more Boanches
readly 1o play a ull bee copasising Tole
werild pose an newte thoeatl 1o the
cringing 'official leadersbip, A4 8 member
of the Bslington sirike commit e sid
*They 0 b isving t0 bring us back, thiy 't
e afraid of what wa'te dolag'.

This attempt at sobotage ol he cam-
paign st be mel by 8 massive repansd
froan Che Lomdon b A LG membersbip,
demanding thor Elimgpion be ksl ont,
and (i Tower Humlets mnd Hackooy
branches aps brought out Immeciately
Larpe seale strike action—as [he oSt
effeclive way thor the struggle can b
carrseal Toeward—muan be mitinied in all
aregs, Obn the hasis of this an affeciie
rank add s leadership cen e budll
whegever action is going ferward, This
Jewderahip man take over the Gumpaien
fiapn the Bareguorats, and start o maks
links n acdon with other workers
challimghg Labenr's operation of

Phest 3.0 | AN BENMETT

Datails are nop yor fmelised of ¢ picker of
NALG? Fowse on Friday, bug for
information o Jis and fo pive mEessiges
af guppart, Fing flinghon Stedke Coneris
foees T4 S

National Front
rally banned in
Birmingham

Antl-fascists in Brmingham have
forced the Council to an & National
Front rally duoe oo tnke place in the
city's Digheth Hatl on LT May.

Ax reported in last week’s Red
Weekiy a co-ordinating commil Lea
was el up to uidie ade nnlonists,
immigrant waorkers, angh lefl-wingers
on the initlative of the Birmingham
Compaign Agrinat Raclan. They
called for 8 demonstration outside the
hall, and for trade unionists to dem-
and that the Labour-contralled Coun-
cil stop the meeting.

The commitice received g good
response, The ALUEW branch comecng the
GEN Tractors end Tronsmission actacy,
whioss management inchides a Marional

Fromi cundidates, gave sapport, Fhey

sepil the lesfler tsswed by the comel s

o the Area of flee far distribucken through-
out the anza. The Blemmgnam bl alsa
FVE SUppt.

Abter (b degiion to hen the NT,
Comnecillor Barton sud: “We belleyed the
g conld have bed to pablic disorder.
There coubd hove heee probssts kading te
demmoatrations and so an -, & ereat
crovssection ol peopls 0 Birmiigham
had profesied aboat the nrganisation
kaldimg the meetite.'

The Mational Front is angry al the
ban, and plazs Lo sie cke Cowscll; bt

“tbe mn d-fasciars have shawn pgain that

they can stop fasadsls Froomn peiting a
platform in Blrmingham:

H. TANKNES

i

A niw upsurge of militancy is affecting many groups of workers without a

iUl CO3iavwr I wd™ Tl d

tradition of struggle. In this mse it b nurses, who staged a mass demon-
stration in Londen on Monday to back up their London weighting claim.
Yarkshire minars lnader Arthur Scargill has pladged the miners’ support

for niersas picloat Hmes.
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FOR IMPERIAL

THE STRIKERS at Imperial Type-
writers in Leicester are mow 204
strong—a majority of the workers
force at this factory, which employs
1,108 Assans out of a total work-
force of 1 600

The grievance which sparked off
thie sirike on | May was the recently
introduced Measured Duy Work
scheme, But the workers are also
complaining of cheating and discrim-
ination by the company.

They had been told that to egm
the bonus rate they had 1o produce
200 machinves per day, but they dis
covered that the schedule in fact
called for |68 machines. One worker
calculaled that, as & result, he had
been cheated out of L5446 in his 18
momths of employmeni there,

The sirikere also state that whate
workerd employed at the factory for
i few months have been promoded
over the beads of black workers who

i I
178
e

Bennie Bunses addredses 3 mass meating of strikers last weak

have worked at Imperial for Bor
L0 years

They aleo clie instances of petiy
discrimination, such ss an Indian
girl who was reprimanded for clock-
ing two cards, while a white glrl
behingd her clocked five cards with
impunity.

'WHITE BACKLASH'

The factory’s TRGWU branch met
last Friday (10 May}, sttended by
ower 300 members, although not by
the branch officers. The mesting
unanimously adopted a seven point
programme, including OppOsin [0
vichimiEstion and the bonos system.
& cul in the differential between men
and women of 50% by the end of the
yoar, and the election—iot pramina.
tibn—al shop stewards. {There is only
one—non-slected - Asinn shop stew-
urd in the factory.)

The srrikess are also organising o
special ‘gricvance mesting’ of the

NIRC CRUMBL
ENGINEERS’

‘Scanlon’s action has legitimised
the notion of a national strike’
LAST week’s national engineering strike against the NIRC was the
first such all-out stoppage in the industry since 1957,

Why did the Executive Council suddenly decide to launch such
4 struggle —just 1 few weeks before the Industrial Relations Act

i due to be repealsd?

Scanlon’s decision was a result of
the mounting problems of the AUEW
burcaucracy. The refusal of the
leadership to fight for the national
wage claim when the Torjes were
forcing o confrontation with the
wiorking class, and the complete
sell-oiif ut the Mational Committes,
threatened to lase them the
confidence of the militants, whao
elected Seanlon o delend them
against the dght-wing.

A militant stand agalnse-the
NIRRT was the maans adopled o iry
and retain this confidenee. Sa, when
[onasldson decided to Force o con-
frontation with the undon, Scanlon
had no elolee bt ta call For ali-ont
gtrike action. A capitulation to che
MIRC it the same week 05 the sell-
out on the claim would have

damaged the redationship between
the buresucracy and the militants

beyvond repair, Bven some of the
Tight-wing delagabes at the NC
undersinod this,

CLIMB DOWN

The fact that Donaldson alimbed
dowmn after leas than 24 lowrs shows
thatl even greater paing coull have
been made if the advanlage had been
pressed home, The enginsers could
have forced the MIRC to sweep
the Industrial Relations Act off the
statute books there und then

I the strike had been made nto
Lhe lounching pad far a general
strike to amash the capitalist
counler-nffenzive, the tepayment of
all previous MIRLC fines, the release
of the Shrewsbury &, the repeal of

et the sttendance of the District

Official, Mr Bromley, and the factory
convener Rep Weaver.

Bath ol these men are hostile to
the strike. Bromley has sald that the
strikers are ‘under the influence of
an alien ideology”, o statcmont which
the chairman of the sirike commilbes
H. Kaletani hps described as ' scarce-
Iy concealed invitution For o while
btacklash’. Weaver has said that he
has his own rule book according 1o
which workers can cnly b shop
siewards if they have heen in the
Jactory for ot bepst teo voars.

WITCH HUNT

The strike committee plans a
natuonsl demonsiralion in Lejcester
on Sunday 19 May. Amongst the
speakers invited are Mike Cooley
{Tormer president of AUEW/TASS),
Ernie Roherts { Assistant Ceneral
Secretary of the AUEW, Tarig Ali
ol the IMG, Avtar Jouhal of the
Indian Workess Associalion, George
Peake_ and Benny Bunsce who was
prominenl in Lhe Manstfield Hosieryr
disputeio 972,

alter Bunses hod spoken at a
mesting last Sunday {11 Mav), the
Leicareer Mercicry 'I_:|||.:|1|;:E'|,¢|:| n witch-
hunt ugainat the sirike, The paper
claimed thai there wers: ‘reports from
well informed sources that a Trotsky-
ite group were af the back of the
trowbles, and there [s in existence a
short ligt of firms 1o which the
troubles were planned to spread.”

The Imperial strikers sea their
struggle as closely linked to the
Mansfield Hosiery dispute, Ther
atrike bulletin refers Lo the sirikes
which followed it: by black workers
at Harwood Cash, B Jaffe, 5TC,
Ard Plastice, Perivale Gulierman and
Art Caslings.

‘We pay tribute to the Azlan
wodkers of Mansfield Hosiery who
beat out a path of determined and
congigient sruggle for black workers
in Britain,' savs the bulletin,

The strikcers are egually firm in
their degire to achieve unity with the
white workers, of whom 40, oul of
ML, support the strike. The strike
commiites hids Bsued a leallel appand-
ing lor unity, * , . , our fight is for
ALL workers, men and women, hlack
and white "it smys

The lmperial strikers mual receive
mational support Tor their demons-
traron this Sindey, T&EGWLU militanis
everywhere must insist that the
leadership make the strike officinl,
and back these courageons workers
whi are fighting Tor hasic drade
union principles.

SUNDERES

MMER

Phase 3, and legisdation to protect
union funds and the right ta ploket,
could have been lorced out of Lhe
Labour Government.

Bul Seanlon never wanted the
atrike in the first place, Despite the
weeks of warning pglven by Danald-
HOdE, O preparalions were mode, not
even d statement that sirike action
would be luken,

Witldn the engineesing industry
the balimce af Torces has now been
shifred in favour of the milllanes.
Maow, many workers will be asking
why they were piszing sround wich
one day sloppages when the kind ol
action tiken last week could have
stopped the Industrial Belotions
Act when it was atill a Bill. And
wilty was Lthe employers” miserahle
offer necepted after two weeks of an
overtime ban, schen the Union
ohvioualy had the power Lo win
much mare?

NATIOMNAL STRIKE
Scanlon’s action hos lepitimised

the motion of 2 nabional sirike,
When [MG miditants in The ALUBEW
argued Yor an all-out stoppape, not
ooy apsinsl the HIRC, but for the

naticonn] claim as well, this was

WORKING
CHARTER CAMPAIGN

The Working Women's Clariter, drawn

up by the London Trades Council

i March,is proving o be an effective
means of raising within the hour
movement the isnes confronting
winmen at work,

The Charter has aleeady been
adopled by a oumber of Irades
eouncils and widan heanches, and has
become the basis for orpanisng lecal
activities ki severald areus,

The most extengive plans so far
have come from Huck ney Trudes
Coupncil, widch will be bicdding 5
Charler conference in Beptember
A serizs of local public meetings
nre planned as a build-up Lo the
codlerencs, These mEsCings are
projected as forume for discussion
on such toples ag equal pay and op-
poriunilies, prices, and nursery and
health facilities.

Meanwile, 4 questioomaire bas been
drawn up fer circalation o shap stew
ards' comnittes, ingulring about woimem®s
pay and condibons znd what the unions
have dare to improes them, Heckney
Wick bes besn chosen as an asea for
pareular atlention, and an investigation
i Lix ke arvied oot inro the atuation af
woamen workegs i {he fac lapies, Bupitals,
and schowls in the locality,

Jnoe Leggeti, & Haekney teacher who
first ralsed ihe Carles oo the trades
council, iold Red Weekly that thére was
S ppp e Dlon &t T2 rom a few deboge-

o
By i\

WOMEN'S

ates o Phe closiar of 20 dsipend for
vz abortion and condiaeeptian

“Bisk the chairmon insksped thai i
timaine. He srgued that it wold
alicoars gome people bt Hilg was all
the mawe reasan for inchuding ir, nad
adiding an explamsteny note 10 the
Clarler abour bow % omen’s sicuation
ad wawk mugt b aken up in the cone
text of their oode in the family.

"Frony the initial idea of & sagle
pablic mesting we've progressed s
programime of activities which wii
invalve mage leafleting and pubBcily.
Thie ideas were drawn up by the
wonan of the trades council, and
they have the full becking of the
O il

‘T speirke it Hackoney™s May Dhy
rally, and afterwards ahout 50 wismen
said they were willing to help, We are
pariicolarty anxious fo rench e wecum-
em, many of them immigrants, wdin
wark i flie tiloring seeat-alwops,
aid we have asked Hackney Ant-
Bavialism Commirtes, women's contres,
tenamis asaociations, end Lodee-5s
roips do be mvodeed dn ibe campaign
around the Charter. We have spekemn
availabbs 1o exploin the Cheasier do
Iracle unicn hramclies and otker
urganizatlone’

The mext meciig of the Workieg
Women's Cleier Groug iy o Seineday,
I8 My ar IT am in roaen Se, Daizersity
aff Laondon Uweion, Maler Sereer, §osdonr
BT, ivnes aovd degails of fuiere
meeifrps frope s Sk, 97
Caledonign fomd, Lordon /7

FRR4Y LiRNATHA 1O

- ¥

Thae strikce may only kave Bated Tor on@ day, but the police wers quick to move in all the
mma, Four pickets ware arrested autside the Ford plant in Dagenham,

txected by Scunlon and Co. They
srgued that the mipport of the
membership for a nalional serike
could enly be built up grad eally,
through Linited sction,

When the next pay claim is
sclopted later this vear, how many
militunts will believe the same ofd
TubbihY The strike has planted a
time bomb undarnenth the areaue-
racy &od Lhe *socin] eontract’,

The Morning Star hailed the
strike a5 a great triumph. Bul befors
the srike the Comemunist Party con-
demned those who advocated such
action. Thuring the last anaday
stoppuge, CF militant Cyril Morren,

semvenor of the Shardlows” fuctory in
Sheffieid, said that thoss who
advocated such action without long
arid careful preparation were lving
in cloud-cuckon land. Mow Scanlon
i5.8 hero for doiog just that|

Me doubt the ©F will arpue tlsat
their confidence in Huglbe was

Justlii=d all along. But the best will
come when Scunlon starts to arpue
for “muderation” in the nexl wages
claim, in the inderesis of the social
coRtract,

If the 1 apposes holding back
an wipe demands, then they should

sy sa—and warn the membership
about the dengsr of a sall-out by
Scalon and the leadership,

The nexr batile for the engiomsers
will be Lo ensurg that local sertlements
put at keast the full national increase
inte the pay-packer. The employers
will try to erode the rise, by consalid-
aling bonis and other poyments,

This battle should centre around
demands for:

# A n actous-lheboard mcreass
ol wil lemst L350 per week throngh-
oul the indostry.

¥ A 35 hour week ang 4 weeks
puid holiday (as origimally demanded
in the national claim)

* Larger increases for waomen
anel abodition of special ‘women’s
prades’

= All rises to be fully profected
against inflation by threshold agree-
ments with the “threshold set at O
{n diding scale of wages),

The first lesson of the recent vie-
tory da that these local struggles should
b centralised as Ef'!'&l.'li_\'::-]]," iLs poss
glble on & national bevel. The Tecall
al the Nationa] Conference of can-
venoTswhich bas already met twice
in Mancheater is the first atop
rowards achieving this.
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IN ALL THEIR PROPOSALS SINCE THE ELECTION, THE TUC AND THE
Labour Government have made it clear, in practice, that they want the working
class 1o bear the brunt of the cconomic erisis of capitalism.

Practically the first thing that the TUC did after Labour took office was to accepl

Phase 3. A circular sent out by TUC General Secretary Len Murmay on wages said
*The general pattern of settlements which has been established in recent months

shotild continue for the present period.”

Bt Bacauge of the retregr of the trade union
aders, all important wage seitlements, with
the exnception of the minens”, had been within
e limits imposed under Phase 3, Therefors
what the TUC isactvatly saving & thad the
podicy laid down by the Tories muost now be
]A.'.-t!:lrfd_ Murray :5..E||-|| 1Fiis Gall Bven mare
elearly £t the conference of the white collar
pnion AFEX when e siid. “There will be no
more spocial cases’

Whai smore Lhe Labour Governmiensl has
Been prepared to hack This position up wilh
wicious action, Foot's refuesl of the just demand
@l the NALGD worken, supparted even by
sections of the ruling cleds, Tor an increase in
their London allowance is a good example

FALLING STANDARDS

Ihe future looks no better. The TUC is
salling for “reasonable’ wage claime, which will
only allow most workers (o Keep up with the
comt of living. But in practice they are not even
prepared to fight for this moderate aim. As we
sl see, merely to keep up with the increase in
prices, workers will need 3 wage increase of
around 25% this year, The TUL is not suggesling
wnything like that sort of incresses st all

The official justification for Labour’s
comes policy is Lhat everyone will benedit
Prom |t Minigter of Sport, Dennis Howell, for

and wight feas cpgs. This fall was obviously even

more dramalic for families with low incomes.
Meanwhile conmumption of potatoes, haans,
peas amd CArTots rose,

sk Wil
The situstion is very clear. The faliing
standard of living of the working class, cauged
by price rises, & now forcing workers to ot
back on decent food and substitule stodge

. il

that the working class should allow ifs standard
of living to he slashed in order o help the
capitalists overcome Their crisis.

WAGE CLAIMS
Fortumately militants have shown at the
union conferences that have heen held 5o tar
{hat they are not taken in by Labour's ralk,
Somie wislul moves have been mule on Wages.
&t lewsl on paper
The National Union of Teachers has decided

to fight for o £2,004]) a year mindmiumn wage, and

large increases all round, The Yorkshire Ares of

the NUM has submitted a resclution calling
for £1 320 increases, with a top bagic Tate of
£65. The South Wales miners say the NUM

higger than the increase in poces to protect
peal wages. The Guardion newspaper caloulated
thot,"To preserve their real standacd of living
upicn: would need wape increnses at least 20
25% ubove the increate in prices’,

This would mean that workers would need
0 25 5% wope increerd just to késp o Lhe Sarme
place! To pet an achagl increase in real income
wige rises al al least 20-352 must be won, Foa
this reszon militants must reise the demend For
g legsl o 305 increare in wager 2and no cetrest
on the full clegim. On an averape wage of L4400
this means a £1 2 inoreasa,

Hut even with big pay claims put in, many
other problems connected with wagss remain
Firsl, how are wages and wage incrésses to be
priovfecied - peminst price rees? Second, how ares
the weakly oarpaidged workers; and those not in
lesde umions at all, vo ke profecied? Thind, haw
are all the demunds Lo be [ought For and
abtafped?

=g problems are closes linked with 1he
mute of price incresses. Waorkers face o new
Aifuzrion wised, a3 at praseaot, price izes of 15
or 20F% are expected, Yery lea gare in o positiond
to be gure of winnping the 23% wape increases
necessnty fno maintain their standard al living:
Even fewer can be sure of sinning the 35~
35% necessiry ocincreass Cheir redl income,
Under these conditions it is more and more
urgent that the working class find some more
continuous way of getting profection against
PrIGE ENeTedses,

and vegetables. Other basics such a3 housing,
and so-called “luxuries’ such a8 beer and cigarel-
tes, are being cul back ¢ven more drasticaily.
Labour's tiny food subsidies, which are paid fos
out of taxes on the working class and protect
the profits of the monopolies, arc just pinpricks
in this situgtion. The standard of living of the
working class this year, by all estimates, will
continue to fall. The only guestion is by how
muach it will go down. The Finarcig! Times
sxpects it o decline by 1W%, Economisis of the
London School of Business Stodies expect it 1o
drop by as much a8 5% this year,

This i the reality which cuts through all the
Lahour CGoverament’s swest talk about 'reasodn-

exmmple, speaking at the APEX conference, said
il the Government had ‘given concessions to
e urions’ and “the unions must now make
thear 3

The real situation is totaily different. Some-
ihuing i taking place which should, if people
ihoughi gbout i, be seen a5 absolutely astound-
g Im an fndusfriglised country, in the second
el of the rwentieth century, the crizirof
smpitalism it such that the living sranderd of che
wawriking cloxy i actually fafling.

This fall has now reached truly dramatic

jons, Even the working class consump-

on of healthy food is declining! Last year
sech pervon corsumed on average Tib less meat

should aim for £5 0040 a year for miners Lo the
near future, Alihough the declsion on a new
engineering claim has been put off until later
in the vear, there ore already resolutions calling
for o £50 baséc ~ E10 more than the average
wauge for a crafteman ot present. The electric-
ians” conference also delivered a rebuff to
Chapple and Co. by demanding that the setile-
ment reached under Phass 3 be renegotiated
{although, wilh their wiual contempt for wnion
democracy, the ETU teadership is brying bo
wriggle out of thie)

These demands are in foct very low, There
must he no retreal on them. It iz estimated that
thig yeer inflation will be running at 15-20%.

than the year before, nearly | b less of fish, |

ableness’, What Labour is actually proposing is

With tax and 30 omn, pay rises must be much

THE
LOW PAID

IF the effects of inflation are bad for most
ol the working clas, they are disstrons for
the low paid.

Everyone knows abouoi the terrible situation
od the pensioners and the unemployved. But
wihnt in not generally realised is how many
workers get les than the much quoted “sverage’
mampe. The leff-wing research group Counter
Information Services, in its special report on the
Hesth Government, revealed that three-gquarsers
of manual workers carmed helow the published
AWSTAge ETMIings,

BIASED

Moreover the official cost of living index
o baased againsd The working clags—and aginst
i8e low paid in particular, This is becanse i
does nof taks inlgaccounl how big a proporiion
ol their income working class families have tn
spend on essentials such as housing and Tood.
For example bt calculates that only &, 7% of nel
meomes isspent on rent. This would mean {hat
& workes paying £5 a week rent should be
peceiving after tax and national insurance— Eat
& weelkl This i:il:_'luilr"].' ricliculous .1-:I'|:|'J'E|.'m:lnf
wnorkers pav £5 a week rent but reccive nothing
ke o £60 & week income. This i3 jusl one feason
iy the TUC, or some other warking class bady,
i Sxaw wp s resl worbes oonll of hving

The srmyryes of low pusd worien o rery
asprron for the working class. The empdooyets
el the piess are Continually trying to turn
Perwe woriers against the trade uneois.

Fgually dangerous is the uttempt by the
gl mang within the trads union movemment o
e arguments about the low pald o support

mieworking class meagures such us an incomes
policy. Tom Jackson of the Pozial Workers, for
wramake, wid on o television programme duTing

[ T -
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the chection that,"We need an Incomes policy .
the prize must not olways go to the strong’.

RUBBISH

Jackson's views are, of course, rubbish. No
loyvw paid worker ever Tecaives a penny becaase
8 highly paid group iz holding back. On the
conbrary, it hins been the stronger groups of
workers pushing alead that hes pushed up
wages, The Firedcte! Timer calculated that the
real income {wages after prices are taken into
spcount) of @ worker wilth two children,
earning Lhe average wage, fell by 1L.6% in
197273 (when Phase 1 and Phase 2 were in
operation), will fall by §. 4% i 1974, but rose
by 7.6% following Lhe miners victory in 1972,

lespite this Jackzon's views do 1o some
extent reflect a confusion into which weakly
orgaikised workers can fall when the strongly

% Fl
organised do not take up the problem of low
pay. Bome lime ago the TUC did show some
undersianding of this by demanding a L25
mnumum wage. Jack Jones comimenls on
this in a8 recent article in Fribune: Tt is intaler-
abde, lor example, that millions of adult

i
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makes in manwal work [and what abour
women? | should he earning less than £25

a week. More then 12 months ago the trade
uniom movement stoted thal no adult worker
should be carndng less tham £25 per weak, and in
terms of its value todoy that most mean 2 bed-
rock minimum of £28 per week)'

ACTION

Althouyh Jones seys Lhis situation is
‘intoferable’ he sdmits chat I2 months after
the T1E policy was laid down the situation is
atill the same! He still has no proposals for
action, All be can say is that ‘somehow” the
aituation must be put right. Ths will gat us
nowhere, Aclicn s needed bo achieve a national
minimum wage—a demand which can rally all
[ow paid workers around the trade union move-
ment,

11
Jack Jones's figure & o fact poo low, Two low
paid unions; the farmworkers and the seamen,
have already come out.dor L40 for 40 hours.
But even determined aotion for a £28 minimum
wige would be batter than the present inactivicy.
By far the bigeest section of the working

For full protection against inflation : a sliding scale of wages

clusz suffering from low pay I8 women workers,
Five vears ago the lasl Lakour Government
promised equal pay. But almost nothing has
besn achieved: Tn L1972, for example, women
eiimed, on averoge, low than two thirds of
men’s wages. In April 1973 the twa million
manual women workers egrned an averape: prosa
wags of only E15%.07. This is six poieds Teer
Lhin Elie old TLE? tirged of p minimum wags af
L25 for every worker, The situation has not
gul much befter since either.

REACTIONARY

The failure of the rade unions 1o lake up
dermands an the apprassion of women poses

great dangers for the working class. It threatens
forcuf of T o massive section of workers from
the workers” maeement and splil the working
class family in two, These dangers can already
be secn in the Tesctionary aces of gome workens”
wivesi i1 Lhe Cowley dispanes,

Of courge, egual pay alone will ot «nd the
appression of women. Free conmraception and
ahartion on demand, wenty-four hour nurseses
and much more, are necessary, Bul equal pay
s n vital step, and a serious fight for ths demasd
will cerment millions of women workers arousd
the strugpe of the trade unions.

For £40 a week mini




THE
SLIDING
SCALE

WAGES are supposed to be pro-
tected against price increases ot
present by the ‘threshold” agree-
ments, which are permitied under
Phase 1. These do give some small
protection, but there are many
things wrong with them:

*Less than 4 million workers,
out 'of 22 million, are coverad by
them,

*They do ool come into
eperation until prices have already
ponie up by T

*They are based on an anti-
wirhing class price index.

*The rises under the threshold
pereements are i small.

The (Gugrdizn newspaper has made this lnst
poini: "OF themselyes threshold agreements will

PROGRAMME
FOR
ACTION

THERE should be no fllusions that the measores
which are needed to prolect working class

living stundards ure going to be won esily,
Capitalisen is in & tremendous economic crisis.

It is trving to take things away from the working
clags--not dish them out,

The ruling class has already shown great
willingnes to use the police and fough tactics.
The eviction of workers involved in the
Strachan’s oocugation, and the victimization of
Cowley shop steward Alan Thornett are only
the most recent examples of this.

All the tactics developed by the working
clasg {n recent vears—occupation-stelkes,
arrike committess, fying pickets, eto,—are

TETh [FdS
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anly provide complete campensation for the
Tower paid (who are least likely to be covered
by threshold agreements!) For someone on the
average Indusirial wage an Inerease of $lp for
every |5 rise in prices will provide less than
adequile compensation for inﬂat:k:-n_‘ {?'III April},
The only real answer to this problem is a
diding scale of woges. This is an aulmBatc
monthly increase in pay lo compensate fully

AR SR

Tha d.-_-n-nd for & ‘ﬂthg scale of wages” has Ivequently been (n the forefromt of Italian

Tietapes T tha cott of ving. The payei Fat

each rise o the cost of living must be raised 1o
mive teal compensution, Al presnl, for same:
one on flie averape wage, this mesns on increnss
of at least G0 for every 15 increase in the cost
of living.

Of course in some unions Lhe right wing
tries o s threshold agreements to obsoune
the Bsues. The right-wing Cumberland arzp of

-

A IPERDOND

workers” struggles against inflatien. Seversl grovps have actually won this demand,

for every increase in the cost of living. Agree-
ments along these lines, although not fully
adequate, have been won by workers in
Belgium and taly. The question is, how ars
we to get from the exiting threshold agree-
ments to a real sliding scale of wages?
EXTEND

The first thing is obviousty to extend
threshold agresmenis o the whole of the
working class. A pood basis for this exists,
Existing threshold agreements will almost
cartainlly be triggared off by price increases
next month, Obwiously those workers not
covered by such agreements will see the
benefits to be gined,

In all farther agreemants the *threshold”
must be pushed dowmward from 7% to 0%
5 Thai compensation is recedved for every
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going tor be necded in the struggle.

Even belore the big struggles hreak oal in
the autumn or spring There are many sieps
which militants can take, The demand for a
shiding scale of wages can be pushed forward al
every union conference and in every local wages
strupggle. Engincering workers are godng to be
cogged in bundreds of local negotiations
during the summer. In every one the demand
for a sliding seale, & 'nil-norm” threshold, should
be put forward, Immediate action is also possible
on equal pay. Thirty Iwo per cent of the work
{orce in engneering are women.

Loscal organisations of the working class
movement can also take Lhe thitdative. Hackney
Trades Counct, for examples, is calling & :-::Innf:r-
ence, on the situalion of working women in
which equal pay will bea big issue. The London
Trades Council's- “Working Women's Charter®

can provide the basis for such campaigne,
But not all demands can be won at & lacal
level. This is particulathy true of those
dermads, such as equal pay and a minimum
wage, which affzct poorly organised workers.
Mutiona] action is needed to achieve these

Equal pay for women

the WUM, for example, is propoaing that
instesd of o big wage increase the minsre ahould
usk for a three year coniract and a threshald
agreement. But this type of trick is easily

dealt with by insisting on hig wage demands

in addition to the demand for cost of living
clauses, and the muintenance of yearly
contracts, The manoeuvres of the right can

be casily exposed and are now far bess of a dan-
ger than the threat of the working class becom-
ing exhausted from having to man faster and fast
er o slay in the same place,

TERRIFIED
We should be under no illugions that the will
be an casy programme fo win, The ruling class is
alresdy complaining about the cost of the
prezent, inadequate threshold sgreements and ia
irying to scrap them, According to the Firarood

demands.

The strengih of the big battalions of the
working class must be brooghl into the struggle
1o gain demands such 88 8 nationsl minimum
wige Tor the weakly orponised. For such a
gain can only be wan from the employers
il they fear a response from the working class
asa whole,

OPPRESSED

Im fact, many sectiong of the population
already look 1o the trade unions 1o protect
their interests. 11 was very sipnificant, for
example, that when the pensioners held their
first demonsimadion last year they marched to
the TUC, Jack Jonss and Len Muareay, for all
their other weak nesses, alao had the right line
when they threatened strike action if pansions
were not raged.

T TR 1
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This i fust whart the crzaniged waorking
claws should do—wse ils sirength to pain
important demands for a7 the oppresed
sections of the population, By this means it cun
in over the maes of the pepulalion to the elde
off the orgemised working class and isokace the

VFor ar

immediate 30% mcrease in

Times,' There can be fittle doubt that (he
impending implementation of the cost of livin,
threshold agreements is now one of the major
worrles in Whitehall™.

The ruling class is even more ferrified that
the rest of the working class will demand
cost of living increages. The Guerdien has
peported fears that,'Most of Britain's 2
million workforce will now press for threshold
pay agrecments’,

Mol mueeh help s lcely to coms from the
Labour Government, In his busdkpet speech
[r=nmis Heal=y, instead of propozing plans for
extending cost of living increases io the whale
ol the workiing class, went out of his way o
denounce them hecause they prevented him
freom increasing dirext taxes!

OBSTACLES

Bui, despite all the obslaclhes, fhe light or
reil protection of wagss nminst inflation is
a vital one, At the moment the working class s
on i treadmill having to run faster and Faster
just to kesp where it ls. Already peopls are
falling ol (e edpes ax dhey cannol reach the
20 ar 25% wape increases necessary to safe-
puzrd Uheir wargas, I this situation goes on for
long the runner will become exhauseed,

The fighl to predest working clasa neognes
againat mounting inflation is thus a decisive
ome, Centesl demands 16 this fight will be
those fo:

#Extend the threshold to the
entire working cliss and afl forms
of working class income—both
through including such o demand
in all wage claims, and by forcing
Labour to mamke such i
compulsory under law.

*Pratect all wage gains by fixing
ihe threshold af O (thus maliag
rises antomatic for every increase in
the cost of living).

*Pravide 100% protection by
seiting threshold increxses at a
minimam of 60p for every 15 rise
in the oozt of living.

*Establish a trade ondon con-
trolled cost-of fiving index.

employers, This is vitally necessary when, ag
woe have seen, the capitalists are trying to salate
thie rade onkons,

All the demands which have been, discussed —
u sliding wule of wages, equal pay for women,
i nationul miglmum wage—are exeetly the type
of demand which could rally the mass of the
population, Mot only the organised warkers,
but the |2 million who are not in wnions as
well, would see the trade unlon movement as
their defenders.

Zome militants think the decisive place to
put forward these demands is to a Labour
Party conference. OF course this is useful, but
it is not the key thing. The eXperience of the
Iust years hows that the real power les in
{he mass strupggle of the working closs. I is
through such struggle that trade union militants
must fight for these demands against any
Government, The fact that Labouor is in office
just malkes this tesk slightly easker st present,

The trade wnion leaders want {o avoid this
Jeck Jones wrobe in Tribare © | | | someliow
wapes mus be raised well sbova the poveriy
line indicated’. ‘Somehow’ will not gel us wery
far. What we need o know is-how, The decisive
thing is to win the unjons to ffghting lor ten.

Jack Jones and Len Murmay unwittingly
showed the way when they threatenad strike
petion over penaions. This so scored the ruling
clags that every parry in the-election had to
promise increased pensions. The same line must
be taken on all key working class demends,

We do not beliess thet the ruling class of
the Labour Government will grant deinands of
the type we have discussed unless Ehrealened
with a general sirike, What iz vital now is to
adopt.a Gighting programms of measires, and
determine 1o use whclever MRy are Resermary
Lo win them—up to and including 4 peneral
strike,

alan
jones

'::.".1:.:
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TRO
OUT

PS

a big breakthrough

The Troops Oui Movement confer-
ence lasi Samarday (5 May), marked
un impressive new departure in
British politics.

The Colleginte Thestre was packed
with over 600 people. Fourteen
trades councils were officlally rep-
resented, along with 29 trade union
branches, and 47 students urions
and soclalist societies. Another eightby
delegaizs attended from left-wing
womens', and claimanis" orgamnisa-
Loms,

INFORMATION

Ihe speakors crammed an prnessive
amaunt of infermation into the tipe
svailabli. Jonathen Rosephead, Jack
Drommey and Fred Hallidsy revealed an
experl knawlodee of the lechiniques of
military and kgl mepresdon, and Eamain
MeCsnn and John McCaffin spoke with a
direcd Enowiedpe of the struggle i freland.

Bridic Dodds, framAndersomdiown in
Belfast, received 3 warm reception for her
muatter-of-fact description of Ufe wnder
the heel of the British Army. When asked
il ghe encouraged her children o stops
the troops shi replied: Mo | don't en-
coairage themn —| don't have to”.

A high point was the speech by Mike
Cooley, former President of AUEW/!TASS.
He speli oart clearty the responsibilities
of Ue British working class eo the natsonal
strugple 16 [eland, and poined oul thal
Eisls Mased with the iniescets of British
wowkeri, in the demands for immediate
whdrawal of the froeps and self-determan-
siion for the lrish peaple,

Gary Lawless described (ke political
mtuntion m reland, and replied o
dongihan Revenhead and Fred Halliday,
wien - asked] whother they suppor el
mndom bombiing —had disocinted

thenselves Irom the TEA milicory
FAmiEn,

Lawdcss explained the deliherate
vomfasion conoealed in the gueslion,
aid Uherew back the chisllengs: “Whai
randam hombings? Where, and by wham?'

In respanse 1o Fred Hallidoy s nofion
that self-deferminstion ought o apply
L "Harthern Irefand”, and not f0 Inedand
ue & whole, Lawdess explained why the
principls had no meaning unless il was
appled 1o the sniire peopls of Irelond

ACTIONS

Poibly ome o ihe most valuahle
aspects of the conference was thai it
confronied such ‘Hiberal’ confuson, and
andwered it in the coptext of a discussion
on howthe repression in Irelend could be
difeapedl before i is used more exlensively
ovier here

{ine imyporkant step tuken e e
conferenos was be sed 0p 3 workiig party
bor disuces the egtabilsbment of o Workers"
Commissbon of Enquiry, inte e Lennon
and Litelejohn affairs.

Several actbons are to b organised
by the Troops Oul Movement followlag
the conlemence:

A Rally in contral London on 13 Tuly

A mads demonstration in Qefober

A petition o be presemied ai the
Lahowmr Periy Confersnce in O ol
(Copies were distrihited 80 the conference,
ned are pvaikabde from: TOM, 28 Lummas
Park Hoad, Ealing, London W4.)

A wekend school on Inelund for 29
aned 30 Jame.

Lowcal compaigns amd public meetings
arvund such goesticns & Army recruit-
meent, B Che dermands for withadrawal
off fhe troops and seif-debermination For
the lrish people,

The argandsation of visits 10 Belfast
amd [herry,

'_:-:'_ia -I-|'.'

{Lndakd] 531A%0 SIYHD Jakogd

_The platform [l ta rl: Fred Halliday, Jack Dromey, chairman Paddy Q" Connor, Eamonn MeCann, Alan Sinclair

BEHIND THE SECTARIAN KILLINGS

THE bomb which blasted the ‘Rose
and Crown’ bar in Belfast on Thors-
day I May, killing six people and
injuring 16 others, marked the
resumpiion of the seciarian murder
campaign, one of the most proesome
aspects of the situation in Ireland
last year, It also blew away the last
shred of illusion that Sunninpdale
could bring peace (o the shattered
Six Counties.

But unlike last vear the link
between the murders and a specific
organisation i imuch clearer, On
27 April the Ulster Volunteer Force
(UVF) published a warning to the
IBA that their hombing campaipn
woldld lead o a resumption of TVF
military sction. This was five days

must unjtal”

Over 2,500 students marched through London last Sunday demanding higher gramis and an end to victimisation
by police and college authorities. One of the main slogans was: 'Essax, Shrewsbury I8 one fight—workers, students

The demonstration ended with a rally in Trafalgar Square. Amaong the speakers was one From Essex University,
who streseed that it was direct action backed up by working class support which had won the reinstatement af
victimised students Will Rich and Ronnie Munck. Minors” leadar Mick MeGahey also spoke, plodging full support
from the trade unions for the students’ ongolng struggle against police violence and for & better standard of living.

before the *Rose and Crown’ attack,

A number of the previous murders
wers clafmed by an organdsation
calling itself the Ulster Freedom
Fighters {1IFF), but there iz abundant
evidence that no such orgenisdion
exisls, Statements by the UVF, the
UDA and the Provisional IRA cloim-
ed that the UFF was really a front
for the British Arovy’s Special Air
Service,

The Peopled Democtucy news
paper Unfree Citizen, inan article
rehlished on 6 May, examined the
UFF. It came to the conclusion that
the various loyvalist orpanisations
had commmetted murders using this
mame, although the SAS had ulso
used it 0B accusion,

The atticle cited as evidence the
crudity of many UFF bombs
chemical fertiliser, with an unsophis-
Liceted timing device —which makes it
Impozible {0 gve 2 warning,

Most sectation murders have heen
of catholics in isolated comnunities
within mainky loyalist areas, while
SAS operations have concentraed
om the politically imporiant ghetroes
like Andersonstown or Creggan,

This evidence establishes Guirly
clearly the exiatence of a |ovaliac
muardee campaign, linked fo an
increasingly effocthre and well
organized political compaisn.

WITH INTELLIGENCE

The UVF's warning to the TR A
wag published in the first issue of
Lheir new poper Combal, Most
loyalist newspopers are shoddy Ltile
ragi, full of coade Bigotry, and
holiow braggadocio, Combee, in
cantrst, = well prodieced and
wrtifen wirh intellipepce. The warning
tor the Provos refers 1o them as 1be
"Provisional Alliance”. the term used
by the Officialz, and calls on the
O ficinls to drive the Provisionals
out of che cathaolic ar=as.

The UYF koows that the Officiala
are oo position fo do sucha thing—
bui the stateinant is designed to
ageravaba the friction between the
O ficials and the TREA

Ihe present-day UVE fiest came o
public attention when it issued o
gtatement on 1] May 1966, declarting
wir on the IRA (which had then

HAYES RED FORURA: on 'Aackm’,
Friday 17 May at 7.3 pm in tha
Festhersions &rms, Festberstone Foad,
Southall [near Dominian Cinama), Ear
mgre infodmaEtion, phone Jahn Aldersan
o B4E ABE2Z,

REDWEEKLY STUDENTS Mesting with
spoakers fromthe Editorial Board, Wed-
LE

miiday 23 By et 3 precin Universioy of
London Uajon, alet Srreer. London
W1, Disco in evening,

CAMPAIGN AGOINST RACIALISM
conferance in Hiilingdon, Satwrday 18

May, Speskers include Mike Cooley
FALEW.-TASE), Stve Lynch (GRWL,

HAon Keating | Race Aslatiors Board),
W.0 . Sharma [JCWE. Staree 2 prain Thastre
‘E’ Lecture Black, Brunal Liniversity,
Kinpston Lana, Liskridgs.

JUMELE SALE: Saturday 18 May at 2.30
prmi ot Whittington Park Commieny
Centra, Yarbary Roed, N19. Proceed:

1 Fed Weekly Fund Orive.

IMG GAY GROUP: Coenact J. Mills,
163 Waodhouss Lane, Leeds far furt e
Irprretion,

PRICE SISTERS: Fickst outside Durham
Jeil 10 dernand thair reparision 4o
Ireland—not 10 'E" wing, Ssturday 18 May
ai 2 pmn; followeed by ralty st Durham
University at 3 pm—main spaskes Jim
Mhurray (AUEIN Convenor, Vickers
Elswick] plus speakers fram Baltast,

the woman’s reavamant, and [MG.
Public mesting Sunday 19 May

81 B pm in Bridge Hotel, Nawcaitls—
main spegkier Codee Midne (Independent
Labwonar AP for Bliyrh). Organissd by
Tynuside Ad Hee Carmittes for the
Aepatriation of the Price Sistens 1o

Iredand,

NOTTINGHAM REDCIRCLES: WWide
ranging turies of discussians based on
the palicics of the Faurth [nternational.
Evary 2naf mnd dth Tuesday in the mionth
at B pm in the Lian Hadsl, Clumbear
Streas

BEMGAL| FRIENDS in Ewope and
#lsewhere, for Benaali boaks and Laver
[Fourth Irterpations] panpor|, contact:
Bergall, Mullvnden, Box 32374 105085
Srogk halm, Sweden.

LIVERPDOL RED BOOKS: Rewolutian-
ary lirerarure—Mars, Lanin, Traesky,
Eustern Ewrope, Thard World, freland,
Women's Libzration. 31a Reashaw Serect,
Lissbrpoal Twes-Frid 12.30-3. Sat: 11-3.

Find Weskly 16 May 1974 Page &

been passive for four years)d, The
nalure of that "war’ became clear
when an 26 May lohn Scullion, a
harmbess drunk . was praned down
in the Clonard district of Belfust,
Then, on 25 June, four young
cathaolic barmen were shot as (hey
teft a pub. One of them, Peler ¥ard,
died of his wounds, This incident led
to the imprisonment of UVFE leader
Gusty Spence.

BLACKMAIL

In 1966 the UVE waa 8 gang of
lumpen psychopaths; today they are
o group of politically coharent
pevchopaths, The clandestinity of the
UWF has hidden Iram view the
changes which have occurred over
the ket sight veara—but has also
atiabled it to resist the Bripah
infilration and internal feuding
which bas debilitsated the LA,

Towards the end of 1972 the
UWF declared ite opposition 1o the
exisling leadears of the protestanl
commmunity—backing Desmond
Becaa] s the only leader with any
porapoctive Lo resist Sunningdale.
Like Boal they were willing to make
a temporary sccommodation with
the [RA, in order Lo maximise che
preasure agrinst Buoningdsle, And
also like Baool, they wasted to defend
the protestant ascendancy in any
future break with Britain.

Feldlowing the general elecbhion,
the Iovalists have found o new unity,
and incressed hopes of bhelng atls 1o
smash Sunningdale 2nd force con
coemions oul of [he British Govern-
olenl. They do nok need (o continoe
their previous polcy of concessions
ter the Republicons, The murder
campaign is desipned to blackmail the
catholic population inte ceasing their
support for the [RA.

LABOUR COMPLICITY

Legalisution of the UVF by the
Labour Government has enabled its
apoketmen to appear publicly, ke
interviewed on televisian, and partic-
ipate in the councils of the anti-
sunmingdale protesiant orgnisations.
Thiz cam only incresse its prestipe
and imfloence amobgst loyalists,

Stmilarly, the moves towards
“UNsterigation” of the war- and
greater relivnce on the lovalists to
hold the line against the 1R A—aun
ooly strengthen the hand of the
UNF und the other ruthiess organiss-
tione of the profestant right.

Mok omly has the Labour Govern-
ment incredsed repression againg
the cuthaolic phettoes, il has encour
aped the lovalise morderers. Merlyn
Bees and Stan Orme muoat accep
responsibdity for these lutest innoc-
enl victimas. The British labour move-
ment can only cleanse sl of their
blood by taking up the campaign for
a fritish withdrwal from Ireland.

BOB PURDIE



Mio-one should believe that the main
reason for the resignation of West
German Chancellor Willy Brandt was
the Guillanme spy scandal.

Even The Times admitied that in
another period Brandt could easily
have rdden out the storm. Bui it
wis & convenient excuge for getting
out, and he took it

Behind this lay his undersizading
ol the impossible crisia which faces
European Social Demacracy. His
decision reflects his inability - 1ike
the good reformist he is—to face up
to the praciical comsequences of
thiz understanding.

INTEGRATION

Willy Brandt was the greates
example of those right-wing Social
Democratic leaders who floonished
in the early and middie |960s.

At this time the aim of most

European rulbing classes wis Lo
integrate the trade union burenuc-
ey through incomes policy
sgrecments, ‘National Plans’, and ao
on, Boctal Democratic parties in gov-
ernment were tolerated of even n-
couraged by European capitolists

in Britain, ltaly, and Wesl Germany,
for example—hecause their ciose links
with the lrade unlons made them
jdeally fitted for this purpose,

But by 1968 it was clear that this
poticy had failed, A massive sirike
wive was rolling right across Europe.
The capitalist class turned instead to
d policy of repression and a sirong
stile, It no longer needed, or wanted,
the Sovial Derrocratic parties in
government.

From this momeat on, every
Sogial Democratic party in Europe
foumd itself cought in a vice between
the upsurge of the working class and
the new turn of the ruling class. The

SRI LANKA

Land of tea
and terror

Tea is a commodity which virtoally
every houschold in Eurvpe repards
a8 & basic necesaity. In Britain, we
know that the price of tea has
remained more of less stable while
muost other commodity prices have
rocketed.

Today, however, beciuse the
plight of Ceylon's tea workers has
recently been highlighted, more
consumers are beginning to realise
that this stability s due to the
exceedingly low price paid by the
estate owners and emplovers [or the
labour involvzd,

LABOUR FORCE

Tea was introduced into Ceylon
in the 18608 by the British colonial-
s when il was r'n::n.:_:n-qj that Lthe ¢clim-
atic and other conditions did not
favour the pralitable exploditation
of coffe plantations.

Bur there was one problem, The
native Binghalese kad a long and
prowd record ol resistanee o Britain's
imperiallst predecessors, the Dutch
and Porfugeese, and could only have
been converted fnlo a docile forge of
plantation Inbourers at a tremendous
cangl,

Hence ten would never have

International
Marxist Group
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the Fourth Inter-
nationall

87 Caledonian Rd.,
London M.1.
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become the principal crop and the
rexl mainstay of Ceylon’s economy—
had not the British already subjugated
the landless poor of Indis. This meant
that they were ahle o lorce-march
thousands of Tamils from South

India o Ceylon, to ol in glavelike
conditions in iolation from the rest
of the population

ERITISH-OWNED

Tea i5 sdill Ceylon's largest single
foreign sxchangs samer, sccounting
for aver a0% of foredgn exchange
earned in 1972, Aboul 300 of
Ceylon tea is grown by companics
with British connections, and 28% of
the tea consumed in Britain comes
from 8ri Lanka {Ceylon).

British companies—principally
Lonhro, Brooke Band and the
CW5S smubsidiary. the Co-operative
Tea Society —are inhmately involved
in the prowing, markeong and retail-
Mg process, A report odn Lhe condit-
tome prevalling on British-owned
estutes— The Sate of Tea - was
recently published by the charity
ul_'g;uni,a'.nr'irm War on Want.

Twee pointe in the summary of
the repart will suflice Lo expose the
appulling exploitation of theee
workers:

SHIDUSTIMG: Waoirkers live in ‘Labadar

lirses' which aré serlonsly pwer-

crowded, Buikdings are ool regalacky
repaired and maintined. Boold leak,

Thers s Lo proper snitation and

draims snd latrines aee blocked

Baildine opernteans, hawever, are

alrmasd at a slondsildl becaise

cOmparies are irying Lo make
mpximuin prolil ab endngizum

GOsL,

sacial support of the right-wing Soc-
inl Democrats, which had been based
on their direct alliance with sectiong
ol the ruling class, crumbled inlo
dust.

MASSIVE CRISIS

This situation bed to s massive crisis
for the Social Demaceats. They faced

the prospect of clectoral dsaster if
they remained ona right-wing course,
Yei the only alternative—a sharp belt
[usn—threatened to produce effects
going bevond the bureaucrats’ con-
trol, Boch Mitterrand in France and
sections of the Labous Party in
Britain shure this fear,

Brandt and the Cerman Social
Democrats were able to cscape this
dilemma Tor a long time because of
the relntive passivity of Lhe German
working closs, But a serics of massive
wildcat strikes Last venr were the

writing on the wall: and this year

*HEALTH: Poor condiiions have
workers vulnemubbe (0 disepse, Protein
and vilantin deficiency, snacmia and
lakwarm aboimsd. Compamies are
responsible for providing medical
facilitles, Medical personinel ars
inndaquately qualified and drug: are

in akart supply, Workers have difficulty
im ohinining hospital treatment in the
public goverpment meotor,’

‘STATELESS'

It is very difficult for these work-
ers bo lorce sagnificant improvemaini
in their living and working conditions
by themselves, however, Thice gqaln
factors explain thiz sftuation:

1. Their total lack of citlzenship
rights—over a milllon are ‘stateleas’,
wiich means among other things that
they have no right to register for
emplowment, no right to collect
social benefits of any kind, et

2. The represive laws enacted
by Mrs Bandoranaike's "United Fromt'
regima—ihese nevitably and delibes-
ately hit this sector the hardest and
also make it exceedingly difficult for
any other sections of Ceylonese work-
ers Lo suppart them since they too are
vigrims of the same repression and
af the intenzified explodtation that it
is degigned to puaranies.

3, The right-wing bourgeosis
character of the planiation workers'
leudership--as represented by Thon-
daman, President of the Caylan
Workers Congress (the biggest union
in Ceylon), and o prominent member
of the right wing United Mational
Farty {ousted from goverminent by
the *United Front® im May 1970},

ISOLATION

Becauses of the peographical and
cultural salation of the plantaticon
Taeils, and becpuse of thelr inferior
slatius, the majority of Binhala-speak-
ing Ceylonese tegard them with
digtrust ond suspicion, and many
prefer io pretond they do not exist,

All pon frequently, applications
by ‘slateless” Tamils for citizenship
wnder the Sirima-Shastri Pact and
subseguent India-Ceylon ngreemenis
have been ignored or cefused.

The tea growing and manuiactur-
ing industry & the lorgest employer
of labour in 571 Lanki, emploving
aver half a million workers Cie 17%
of the total labouer Toree ). Ower T3
of Cevlon's 13 million peopls live on
the fea eatates. Wel 2% of eslate

 the

has already seen the unprecedented
stoppage by public sector warkers.

The situation in the SFD i now
as unstabie as anywhere. The party
has suttered defest after defeat in
the local elections this year, Undes
continuous attack not only from the
capitatist elass but also froim that
section of the parly's base which has
been forced to the laft (demanding
withdrawal from NATO large-scale
mntionallsation, =tc), Brandt became
increazin gy indecsive and begod to
suffer long periods of depreasion
and iness.

DEMOCRACY FINISHED

In his own way, however, Brandt
undemstond what was heppening to
him, 11 a whole sedies of letters he
wrote that democracy was finished,
and that the only cholees were “radic-
ol communism’ or ‘Tasclam®, His refor-

of an era

drawing the practical conclusions
which Mowed from this,

the end of un era. The last ‘great”
leader of an openly right-wing
Buropean Social Democracy, he will
have no SUCCERHTS,

soluiely right, By the end of the
century, if not before, there will mot
be one single Fosrgeol: democracy
felt in Burope. Either there will ba
the barbarism of fascism and military
dictstorships, or there will be the
pratetarign democracy of workers”
councils. -

because ina cerfain sense be under-

stoend the problem. But he could nat
face the consequences, Thosa others
wha connot will Hkewize follow him

inlo the dusthin of history,

mism, of course, prevented kim from JOHN MARSHALL

Brandi's resignation symbaolises

For on one thing Brandt was ab-

Brandt rose above Wilkon & Co

Bala Tampoe, Genaral Secretary of the Cevion Mercantile Union and a leader
of tha Trotskyist LSSP{R), addresses a recent publie raily calling for an end
to the reprassion and the rebuilding of a Left Movemant

workers are officially unemployed,
andd the real figare is much higher
becawse such n high proportion are
‘stateless” and therefore not register-
ed as unemployed.

Wages on (he estates are the low-
et In the country, and women's
wngss ure the loweer of all. Child
labour 15 widespread, os are the
diseases associated with malnutrition
and poor or non-existent sanitation
facilities.

REPRESSION

Most of Ceylon is now fhrerfened
by maw slarvation. But oo the tea

plantations it is already & grim reality.

The workers there have been worsl
hit b the genaral decline in living
standards and rise in opemployment,
The wage freeze imposed under the
1971 Emergency Measures is adll in
force, and avery atfempt to defend
the living stonmdards and right to
organiie of the masses is met with
increasing tTepresiod and sabotege.
Today the trude wnion moverment
inperpationaliy -and particularly in
Brituin, because of fhe direct
tmperksiisl connection— e and i
hagk up Lhe t2a workers and all the
wictioee of Tepresgion ond capitalist

eaplodtation In Caylon,

This means not only demanding
that the Labhour Government set up
an official enquiry into British com-
pany operationg in Ceylon; bul &5
pursuing action to force the Bandar-
anaike regime ko end the State of
Erergency, repeal all the repreasive
lawz epacted under it, and release
the thowsands of political prisoners
atlfl leld in the prizon camps catab-
lished in 15971,

Of courae any deciaiee changes
will depend on the mecessiul rebuild-
ing of a fighting Left Movement in
Ceylan, This is o tusk which the van=
paard of the Cevlones working class
has alrendy taken up,

But right pow it needs eifective
st ance —workin g cluss solidarity
action, gimed in the first place at
1olling back the repression and
testoring democratic freedoms. This
could inake all the difference in
helping to create the conditions for &
succomiul atrupgle for socializin.

MEG MAaPMSFIE LD

For frrvher information or Cepben ol
derady of solfdarity ectivities eIv, CORMCE
Cepion Solideriry Compalgn, @ Derming-
o Bk Maneione, Lomdon 8 HE

ltalian divorce vote rocks right wing

The unexpeciedly large margot by which
Ltalinn vorers hove rehuffed those cam-
paigning fof a repeal of U divoscs lnwe
i5 n perinus setback for the capitalis
ohass,
The strength of the major cpitalest
parly, e Chrigtidn Democrnfs, isd bsen
syumng almicst soBdhy behind [he cimpaigi
fowr repemal, Thenr songhi to explofe this
{seme im order to boild 2 pew right-wing
hdiec welth o large mags s, Thelr allie
im thie were the neo-fasciste of the MST
(Tinbian Socil Movemdn ik

But thie scheme has been hit an the
ead by the mas mobdlistions of the
warkers' maovement, wiich played sn
lmportsmt pard in ensuring such a bhrgs
wirbe apgadmsi repeal. The coaliiboen govern-

wruidud Tieadeed by Rumeowr {2 Cheistian
Demscrth—which waa split right down
e malddde: on the dvoros EEeE—seems
certxim do ail

In this stuation fee capalisg class will
h.'ru: (o1 h:rl.l_kﬁ:rl:_ln alteonaire solulion o
contnin the sruggdes of the workers'
movement. [t may well have o scoept the
progpect of 4 pew cnslition government
Imcluding for the first time the Cosm ndst
Pariy [which chose the afbsomath of the
Chile coup to announce irs willingress for
an "histowic compeands” with the
Christian Denmcratsl

The possibility of mch 8 devebpmeni
ghows che extent to which the pesil
maes mobilis tions kave foreed the capdl-
glligts om the defensive, Coming &0 00

ofter the events in Portugal, the resall of

the Maling divores refercndum is s dosmotic

itlwsiration of Che new relabionghip of
forces bedween the vawking class and the
capitafisi chigs which hae teden crd bid
o & Eurapesn scale,

Qi such a sitwation camnof st fnded-
initely, The compromise which the Com-
muonist Party repaeds &8 “historic” will e
girlethy femiporary for the cpitalists,
enduring for just as kg ax (b need 1o
regroap thelr fosos and lsunch o new
conenter-od fensive. The COnSe:Be s
couli wil be & Chile-siyle military coup,
for which prepamtions are alredy well
advanoed inalde the ltallan armed forces

There is on pfternative, however. That
ia b pedeci all compromiszs with the

Al iemmicly

caplinlist class, and 10 build on ihe con-
siderble ging already won by the mass

_mohllizxtions in order oo ba@d & move-

meiil which can gt rid of capitalism onee
end for all,

It wak afisund this perspective thai the
ltabian Trotskyigts intervened n the cam-
palgy on 1l divosos laws, In particulsy
they stressed the need to learw From the
recent siriioss suels 84 the osé al Fial
iﬂmﬂrtl:ldtuh'.rpn:wfmman{m“h
for the foture,

Mext week Red Weefilp will comy a
long interview with one of our comradea
who ook part in the Fiat sirike, providing
essentind Ilm‘l:fn..d. o i undersanding
of what kis bictane one of (e central
orenas tf the European class sirugele.
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*AS GENERAL SPINOLA puts the final touches on Portugal's new
provisional Government, the struggle of the liberation movements

i the African colonies and of workers at home continues to mount,

S0 far all the liberation movements have realtirmed their detes-

E-mnun to continue the fight until tedal independence is won

Slis stand has received backing from a meeting of the foreign

b In Portugml its=lf, workers arz
Pbsking off the fetters of 90 vears of
F_hu:l'l mube gnd displaving tremen-
t‘hﬁ creativity and fighting vigou

. Eelstions have been estahlished
St ween ihe various trads onion
Whealies. and & common programone of
E_h.‘l ndi deawn up,
B These incinde the regtoration of
mdvidunl freedoms; Lhe conlin
som ol trude union rights, inclu-
flliey the right to strike (a3 matter the
l_' has been very vague aboul); a
.'ht preis, reflecting Lhe views of
Sl wihio prodoce it rather than
l:_d-r who own L7 a forry houe, five
by weok; immediaty action against
Slistion; immediate wage increases,
!‘_- 18 establishunent ol @ minimum
b= the reinstatement of all wict-
im wofkers: and Lhe admimistra-
e of all social seourity exclusively

il workers' ofganisalions
, in the STEEL INDUSTRY {which
. owncd by the Champalimaud
Smemopaly, one of Spinola’s main
Bwcicers workers are putiing forward

Bt of demands that includs
Wmsediate honouring of sll collective
gr==manis, an end (0 sll manage-
Rl - [esds for promofion (aften
e i fhe past to sliminate frouble-
Mmiers ), Lhe dismissal of two mem-
ihers of mansgzment closely connec-
:.- wilh repressive policies in Lhe
s and the immediote reinstatement
o )l workers disedssed fortrade
EERGH or political activities,

The workers are alsn demanding
MR the company™s wages. bill shoulbd
puid ko the workers i a single

P sIm—the precEe amount sih-
F#i‘l o megoliation—aml the workers
penilsd Lhen collectively deterntine
WSividual payments Mans for paying
S e wape to all workers have
mpparently been agresd upon.

The management’s refusal Lo grani
e demands (using the excuse that
e boss, Champalimaud, was in
Wil brought the threat of an
;h:d.lutu atrike. The workems

ived to occupy their plants
I'Hun;l the clock, and special
s mitices wore sct up [0 Sasuns
Wotal effectiveness of [he stoppnge
e Lo supervise maintonance work

g
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Emisters of the black African states,

on machipery subdject 1o dasmage

Caly Lhe sntervention of the
Communist Party procurcd a posi-
ponement of Lthe strike nnd negotia-
tions are now being carried on with
the management,

A mational assembly of
EAILWAYMEN drew 5 (00H) worker
o Lishan last Saturday. The mecting
elected tweolve representatives to the
railway company’s board of direciors,
althoweh it had received no invitadon
o do sa The workers resolved Lhat
the *basic lines ol company policy”
should be laid down by their
represcnlatoves.

Dlell:- the decigion of the junia
Lo granl an-nmmesty, the continuation
of the colonial wars bas made mosd
I'l:rI:IJgu-EHH deserters and draft
dinfgers think taice about refurning.

A demoanstralion of mare than
LK) deseriers against the colonial
wars took place in Faris racendly,
Amaong the ideas being discwsaed by
deserters’ crganisations & the dralting
ol & collective statement refusing 1o
serve in the colonial wars which all
réturning deserters would sign, and
ihe organisstion of desries to report
to Lt barmgcks in A group in order
to present this statement.

spinola, even when he dons his
new lat az Portugal's President, will
face big problems trying o sariefy
his capitalise backers. A direct oon-
teantution with the popular move-
ment the coup has unleaghead could
000 be on the curds. The presence
of the Communisi Party in the provi-
gionil Crovernmeant (OP General
Sacretary, Alvaro Cunbal will be n
Minister wathout portfolio, and
arother CF mamber will be Mingsier
of Labkour b is designed to overcome
thiz problem.

Bur even the CP may be wnable to
tame this tiger. 1L i3 then thai
Partuguese revolutionaries will face
the decizive pest. Their ability 1o lead
Lhe mass movement towards the
creation of a workers gnd pearani
Porrgal, basad on Lbe new orpans of
proletarion democracy that are
sprinping spontanenusly from he
mass struggle, could aller the entine
political face of Edrope,
iarl Owen

religd upon to pley an incressingly important role as the struggle for a socialist Portugsl dewelops.

1 K %

; o
The Portuguess Trotskyists of the LCI (seen in demonstration above) are still small

India: troops scab
- workers jailed

Over 6000 rallway workers and
trade union lepders are nowheing
held in prisons all over India by the
Indira Gandhi regime. in an atiempt
1o smash the national mil siedke
which began over o week apo.

Troops and acabs are keeping some
ol the more esserlial traing RN,
and unless solidarily strikes by
other workers begin inumadiacely
there is every danger thai the
Covvzrmment will succeed in smashing
the sirike,

The Government lizs beécn prepar-
ing to deal with the strike {or the
lasl pwo months, But the two major
rail unions, the All-India Railway-
men's Federstion {AIRF) and the
Matiomal Federnlion of Indian
Rallwayreen (MFIR), have paid scant
allention to the real probiems af
orpanising 3 rall strike in 8 country
the si== of India

The AIRF butcaucsacy, headed hy

Chile blacking puts

on spot

'Every hour those jet englives shay
idle is worth g thousand speeches,” a
Chilean refugee told us this week,

"The junta can laugh of 7 words,
But it cannot ignone gaps in ils aif-
force,”

Had the Labour Dovernmenl had
its way, however, the junta would
sl be smiling, The Cabinet had no
mquialms about poing back oun igs
Lkpposition slatements and agreeing
o fulfil exizting arms contracta. Bur
ilg pluns have been shatiersd by the
spontanecus class solidarity of the
Fast Kithride engineers in blackinp
repnic work on the junia’s Hawker
Huaker enguies,

(IR thine avwe feon joinsd by o

Squatters re-take 220

ook Fernaides, bas bogo ao dicrediced
pvur the lase few yoars chat it bos tened
i s the slrike primarily a2 4 quick
manienvre Lo salvge its positin amang
railway workers. As rhe inflsenrinl
Bonibay Boakonde e Poditon Beekly
pad it

‘Both the unions fuve spent mesr of
thetr time in bl g up a cory elalsan-
shdp with the ailway suthorities with a
wiow o wecuring ol manners of privilepes
far their affice-hearers at differend lovels,
It Ie rhas perslatent neghect of s workony
tnteresls by Lk seegalled recopndsed
umivns which has been responsible for
the rapic emergencs in the Bar few years
of the calesory-wist unions ax woll as lac
large bodies of workers disaffilinting
tlaz mese s fiomn Lhe ATRF

Chver the Last ftan ¥ears the Goven-
munl has opgnly and deliberately viokied
ngreemenls entered into with seme nd
the cRIEpory-wlie unions, such as e
milttant All-Tndis Lopranotive Fuenning
Sraff Azsaciation |AILEEA)

The ladder Jed & weeoessiul 25 day
serike last July-Aumar during the
vours: of which the Govenumest aecepbed

reers working on ans of the Chalean
Frigates af the Chedeside ¥ard of Yarrows,
Thiis 14 aleo ladk of sienilar aclfon al the
Seoit-Lithgow yord in Port Jilasgo,
where two suhmaorimes are being: hailr.
And the {rads b bistcsuctals, wlho
promised much but dekivered nothing n
rerrns of cancTete solidority acton ip-
mediately afrer the coup, have had no
alternalive butl o sndarse thess oses,

With the affizipl suppart of the ALEW,

ASTHE, aol NATROPA, the prospects (for
a blacking campaipn which can In pracrice
mender Labour's decision gull Lnd void

are exceptionally prad,

[L cait b done—{hal 13 g oesige of
the Fast Kilhride and ¥Yprreows actions
Mo ¢very ¢llasl must be mads io local
nreus ta check on ather trade links with
Ihe Chidzeen junta, acd win supporl [oom
rurik-and-file trade unianises to =xtend
Ll asthon,

Far make no mstake about the eifee-
Fhvengsz ob thls scbion. 18 hils at the junta’™s
ahilicy o coardinure its repressive
amparatis And it g Llso thes vleanest
zossi ble signal 1o the resd srance Forses That

Camden High St

Sgua ters kerve resccupied 220 Camden
High Street; the London shop premises
wseil wntil recemily a5 an arganising
cenlre (00 numerons wirking «lass groups
in the area. They moved in &0 & pon. on

pad the bulldeng o nee linmediedly the

squaiiers had been ewicted. The only

noficeabhe change wis Hhisr the L cories
had besan desbroyed!
Dt dds main aim @& msch wider. Savs

Tueeday, just fhros weeks after the High

Pk._. k — it T Courd arder obained by propes oy speca-
ase send cash with order to lator Joe Levy had been carried out with

Red Weekly, 97 Caledonian Road, N.1. | L e
| Thee Teccopation posed among
= V- = obher iags Levy's siated imjenticons io

squaiiers” leader Pets Corbyn: “This
renccipi lion & mileoded to spearhend a
fight apminsi the present carve-up of
Canwlzn High Streel. Levyes ane oal 10
make millisns from the site by destmoying
hores amd Sl0ps a8 erecting new clfice
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in number. But they m@mn be

all krs koy degiands, Linandsaately ihe
sirpke was crlled aff the Guremmomeit
renepi] on s promises, charps-sheaesd
1000 warckers, and dismissed 20 strike
Beiders,

all these gvenes ahowed how the
Gerermment was likely (o moact bo an
all-oar patbonal rall smks . and preparations
should acoordingy have been mnle. But
the AlRF leaders were nod gerimis, T haeapk-
ol The nepotiations ey assurod the Gov-
ernment of their desire to accept o settle
ment and ‘avert @ str.c”

Wilth geacrals such a8 thees the tailway
woekery didn’l seand much ol a chancs.
The Gowernmnent decided te smnsh the
wiriks tund chis enceiled the arresr of oven
collahnrgricndsd lesders sikch a3 Fognaisdesh
I ségmes [oom all aeconals thatl tey are on
the verge of succesding.

Ll & display ol mgisive soldanty by
workers and students and the energencs
of broad-hased suppart commicress an
thve Coajaral madel 1o ke major Gitles
vuaaid champe the sitastion. Buc for this
ENArmais mirack= of oTpaiiserion o ld
L necessary, amd given The ot chet de
Indinn CP ix srifl hanging on tethe coal-
fatds al Indira Candhl, such o naisanal
Inidia b iz unlikely.

Wevertheless, the rnif strike has raised
Hany Unpoilant guestions such as e
question of nrmed sl Fdefénce, and
despile the likely delval of this particalar
netion, bens of thoumnds of warkers will
ol Be slow (o eacn e lestons e ik
Tatwre,

Labour

they are nor dlane in their fght, that ey
can relv o pottve sippert Trom el
hrotbrors aod sisters across (he warkd

Such suppart 15 urgenly sesded af
e presainl mnmeel. Huodreds ol prisoners
have already been snierced to death ar
reccived I jail terma in aecret coigt-
taclidd Irals. Mow Commuanst Party
socretary Luis Caorvolan and 246 ather
leaders of the Pomzlar Linity porcies have
been Mown Lo Santiago o stand trial
Many may face the dench sentence unless
awarld-wide canpaien s mounted a5
thesir Bshall,

Oing frmrpartane hlow was struck o
Teesday nizhi, when handseds af students
inad enghietring workers bounded a junta
apakeanmn ot of 4 misting at Hatfield
Poly technic:

Ancther focus for the cumpaign will
b 1he fanta™s codebrations re mark Chilesin
wawnl [y, mext Tocsdsy 21 Moy, The
fignlight of these is expected to be an cve-
mirg receplrom in Whiteiall A mas picket
caataide will meilurale determination o
leree Labipur b break adl Hnks with the
junta [phorne 278 9536 for Tned deeailsh,;

blneka ta thelr placas, Tl we inteml lo
conbinue the light ageinst properiy speoo-
latien,”

e reccclipa ot |2 Che MEar iniliadee
of the 'action-hacked enguiry’ set up a
manth agn by (enants, sqestrers snd reade
wnEEnisEls Feom abl over London. Anccher
wen pure in this campaign is an anti- .
spscu bion exhibition, which was on show
im 21X Camden High Strect as we went o
s aml 8 avaidabde (mom Cthe offices of
the Comden Temasts Federation in 18
Camden Bogd, Losdon, NW1. Invitalions
i speakers and offers of support for the
“‘metbne-backed cagairy” shoald be sent fo
ilee samme mddres,
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