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NO TO LABOUR’S

The Tories have gone—but Phase 3 lives after them. That is the

mes mge that Employment Secretary Michael Foot and the Labour

Government had for the workers” movement on Monday .

With the active connivance of the TUC bureaucrats, Labour has

decided 1o keep this hated piece of Tory legistation in force until
g Yoluntary’ agreement on wage restraint can be worked outin

detail.
|CHRIS BALFOUR |

Such an sgreement will simply be
another means of achieving the same
ends a8 Pha e 3—the holding down of
wages o Lhal the working classis
torced to bear the brunt of the ccono-
mife ori g into which Briteh capsta-
Ism isdragging us.

No complex new law was neaded
io moke Phase 34 dead leiber simply
& public declaration by Foot that he
woild use he authoriiy as a Mins ter
to rubber-damp any =tilement that
came before the Fay Board, = he did
with the miners. The Labour Party
and the TUC, i they had wanted 1o
snash Phase 3, could ensily have
mobilised the massof workers to
nip the Parliamentory manosuyres
af the oppodtion partis in the bud
through massdemomnstrations and
the threat ol a peEnemal slnke,

But Foot did exsctly the opposite.
He promissd, like o faithiul srvant,
nat to use hE powors 58 mingtes
except in truly exceptional ciroum-
stances' and mtructed thoss workers
whio had already settled under Phase
3 that they muost swallow the bitter
pill once-and-for-all.

The task of militantsin Lhe
months ahead will be to give Mr.
Foot his truly exceptional clrcum-
stances ~through ruly exceptionn]
sTugple.

Millions of workers have alresdy
sen Lhair paypacket s enten awny by
rEing prices under the Tory pay lows.
Mext vear prics (desplte Labouor's
souped-up Prices Commision and
fond subadies) will shoot up even
faster,

Under such circumstances the

ruling class cannot seriongdy expeci
Lo avond masssimiggles . Bot what
they want i an agreement belween
the Labour Government and the
TUC to ensure that such drogeies
are denied official union backing

In thin way they hopé to solate
and localise the militant sections of
the cla s, so Lhal they can then be
lmmmered inte fibms don by the
bomes, with the support of the
police and the cowrts

Old trade union efts’ never dle—
they amply gointo hibernation
when the sruggle hotsup. Sure
enough, rumblings have recently
been heard from the grave of Hugh
Scanlon

He s now taliking aboui & struggle
for the nntional enginsers’ claim
‘whether it & within Phaw 3 or not.”
This rejivenated militancy pales a
little when we recall that Scnlon,
just before the election, wes busy
ssmring all and mndry thal the
engineers’ claim did fall within Fhas
o+

If Scanlon reslly wants Lo ry and
dress up nsa militant once again he
should come oot for the Full cleim -
including immediate equal pay and
a 35-howr week (which 1s certainly
mgt within Phase 3)—and not jus
the wapes half. Moreover, he should
call for a national engineering
gruggle to actualhy win the cloim,
imstead of vdulging i the 2hard
shndow-boxing of an overtime bon.

Regardbess of what Scnlon gels
up io, thess muet be the sims of
militint & in the engineering indugny,

Other workers must ko push
forward wage claims thal make up
for pad hardship and meet cheir
presenl needs. But in order that such
strupgles can srccped, moves miost e

Barricades 8t Esex Univer gty . This too & part of the struggle to defend picketing, Es:utudenta BEd in urgent
need of solidarity from the student and trade union movementsin their fight a[aing T représsion by bath tha
Unives dty suthorties snd the police . Sev page & for Fulf story

PHASE 3

minds to overcomea the breachery of
the TUC and the Labour Party,

Firgl, the bosses mud be deprived
af all the additional weapons they
have scquired onder the Tories, The
Industrial Relations Aci must go, as
Labour promses. But ol challemges
to the right to pleket most ako be
broken: all anti-picketing laws must
be ended, and all the pickelson trial
at Shrewsbury must be pardoned and
sl free. A cnmpaign of ma s action,
leading to indefinite strike aotion,
g be gol under way immediately
to sbinin these objectives,

Second, a masave protes must be
mounted inside the unionsfo block
the preparation of vyoluntary' wage:
resirainl, Coming logether around
the theme of ‘Mo incomes policy un-
der capitalism, all trude unionit e
mast condemn the TUCY capitula-
tion over Fhaz 3 ond demand recakl
conferences of their own union and
of the TUC to sop any further sell-
UL MOves over WIges.

Finally, every group of workers
that poes into sruggle—{or decent
wiges, aginst redundancies, o
whatever—must be able to count on
the active support of che entire rank-
and-fila of the worksmn” movement.
no matber what rotren tricks the
bureaucrats pull, Aclion Commitiees
af militant sare urgently nesded ln
SVeTY nTes to organise such aippari.

Oy b thE way can ihe working
class hope Lo turn the electorml
defeal of the Tory Government
o a real work ng class viclory, and
ensure Lhat it sinterestsare protected
from the attacke of the capilalit
HETY
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The closures of the Beaverbrook
Group's Seortish Deily and Sunday
Express and the Ghrpow Evening
Cifizen, mvolving the sacking of

I, 200 journali s, printersand office
piaff, will be the first tesi of worken
delerminadion to resst mass redon-
doncies gince the election of the
Laboor Govermmenl,

Im anticipation of this, the
Beaverbrook management hissan-
nounced that a third of the redun-
daney payments will not be made
until | January, 1975 —and thess
will only he fortheoming if Lhers
aTe no interruptions to the produe-
tion af the three Glasgow-hasad
papers before they clogs ab the end
of the month, and the production of
the Lty Fxpressis nol interfered
with before the beginning of next
Year,

The managemenl has claimed thad
ths blackmail & necesary in arder fa
prowides (ke Dend s for fe redundzncy
payaul, It just o happen s thar
| Jonusry & the dete that Besverbrook
& believed o have chamn for slling the
Expregs to Bothermers s D iy Mail—
which will pcemien on even grexter
vamber of redundancie s

Bearerhrook hus avh gandial property

Axe falls

on Scottish
newspapers

Intere g, and these evidently pay mone
sub slani@m] dividensd x tham new paper
pulilishing. Lo sge oo the Crla o
paper s wene partly engingered by re-
rausting adverti gng revenue, in ondes o
justify * the clo weres.

Thi Feeftisk Doy Frpresgjaing
chapel s canmirtes. fus re ponded with an
sltempt to orgeni e 8 workdn, aod e
Dy Expwesy joint chapelsin Londan
have sed up osupport commites, backed
by ali the major new gpaper chapela with
the exoeption of the NGA, But & decision
on the Glagow eccipation will swsit
b remelt s of Government talks on Friday .

The Seoitih TUC hassaid that if it &
entirely a quegion of moey, i woiald
expect the Governmant to make an offer
trsave the three paperz

Suppart ol this kind, pasd throagh
taxesz at the werkers ' expense, would do
Lirtle bue Gl Bemerbroak ' oodfers
until the company again decides ta
plead poverty,

The new arapet worker smust foke
ower the papes s, and demand that the
Lahaur Croveremend nalionaliz them,
place them ooder che workeers* mangpe-
ment and fund them by & levy imprasd
ol e rest of the capitalgt pro= In this
way, it B e capitalk e s, and not the
viorkes & wha will hawe popay for the
svatem which covates closures and
umEmElerment,

5 boj s lewurd sstopped atHempiaio
move squipment out of the Gl gpow
ITT factory, Macliren Controlz on
Tueadny night.

By chance IMG member Erl
Wilkie we pa ggng the factory. He
apotied & van bedng loaded and im-
mecliniely reporied this oo Maclarens
Convenor John Morrgodn. The dop
srwatd s gol ihere just in lime bostop

L5 000 wortly of equipmeni being
taken awny, They made the five
office aaff workers who had loaded
the van wnlowd it and hand over the
key o then stayed in the feceory’
overniglil

if walip 1y bpnpnaiie el il hiciw T

donatian tof ouwr fund drises WO Shrkl &

Fukas] . [ eirsdain, BT

DIRTY TRICKS FOILED
AT MACLAREN’S

At n mecting the next morming
the managenient claioeed that the
operation had been corried out by a
Aaff member without ménagement
knowledpe,

Thiacan be taken with a van load
of anlt, It was jus sch a flydy-night
aperation which spatkid off the
ogecupation . sod it took place duri
a break which the management h
requesied , in nepetintions on
redundancies,

The management refu =d to ack
the stalf memher responsible hecou s
‘He b5 ton wseful to ua’ Yed indeed |
SEE EgE R G-,

R S T T

The expected Tory/ Liborpl w syl on the Govdrnmant 1fn orbor day tirmdl obl tolwa s
Eava-in . Bur Poles put the Boot in with s vengeanoe ot Exma, arvd the Prics sater shines
niFe bese o turped lar 17 vy ynder B Lahiacr SGovarnmyant

o sli e bryireg (o ey The of stean gneng by admek g workes, ucant &, DEck poophs

argl the fran poopbe. Snd we il noed pape sliks fed ITRed et gil thd mds @ga iérae
o Hght el . Helg %10 do-a batier joh S&5eng Wss

i o4 PMoek ly Famel Drlud S T Calmiomian



Foot’s

Fool's parliamentary demagogy in
last Monday's House of Common's
debate served [wo purposes,
Although warned by the mote
sober spokesman of the ruling class,
the Tories insisted on serving notice
that they intended to wote down
Labour’s proposals. As the Sunday
Times editorinl @id: “The Tordes
ire moblising against o Government
which has not vet, a3 a matter of

It dascribed the Tories infentions

a5 a ‘crude mistake”, Heath®s tactical
error was of course realized too late.
A seramblad and desperate atlempt
to withdraw the amendment played
imto Foot's hands. He naturally
grabbei this gift to boost Labour's
glectomal credibility and sharpen the
divizions inside the Tory Party,

BACK DOOR

More imparisnt, i enablad Foot,
as the fraardion said, to 'demolish
the hat=d Stage Three with a con-
tempiwous sweep of his right e |
Beconds later, the sdroit Mr Fu:h:-: was
hodding “it alofi in his left hand | |
Stage Three was not going vet.

& weak before the Minister ol
Employment had met secretly with
the leaders af the TUC, A bargsin had
been made. Warning the TUC —with
tongue in cheek —he ratsed the specire
of & Lahoor defeat. He then pot thel
agreement (o keep Phase Three (or

fact, dismantled the Hesth pay policy.

another six months. In return he
offered the baits of higher pénsions,
repeal of the Industrial Relations Act
and a freeze on reants-all measares
where Labour is guaranited Liberal
and Mationalist support.

This reversal of last year's TUC
Conference decisions was conducted
in abgolute secrecy . A week later the
Departmant of Employment still
refused to confirm that such a mest-
ing had taken place. The deal means
that Fool is now in & stronger posit-
ion to pressure the TUC into entering

a formal pact with the Labour Govern-

ment over wage restraint., The repeal
of Stage 3 will be made conditional
upon the acceptance of Labour Pay
Laws,

No doubt the already discredit-
e, and largely unworkable, Indesirial
Relations Act will also be the subhject
of ‘delicate” and highly “secret’ neg-
otbatbons with the threat of Labouor's
defeat agwin being waved at the spine-
less beadership of the TUC,

TIME AND ISSUE

The Sunday Timer with ils own
inimitable blead of ruling class neal-
ism ond cymicism bad told the Tories
that they ehouwld only everthrow the
Crovernment at ‘rhe riphr fime” amal
on ‘The right ieue’, The bourgendsis
understands that to force an election
righl now would mean.a Labour
vickory. Labour would capitalise on
lte roforme, mild as ibey are, to
mobilise working class support, They
would be able fo cluim that they had

been given na appartandty to 1m-
plement their programme, Furthar-
more, they would be able to use,
with devasiating effect, the cracks
and divisions which are appearing
inside the Tory Party.

The ruling class would then face a
Labour Government with a working
majorily instead of a governmont that
can be removed at ‘e righs fime' op
the right i’ | Such an issue 15 wi-
suwitable for a capitalist class faced
with o growing economic crisis and
an undefested working clasa.

With & chronic balance of pay-
ments deficil, estimated to reach
hetween £3% to £5 billion during
1974, and a forecagted inflation of
I 5 per cent, the ruking class will
have to attack the well organised
sections of the working class, Todo
that il neads a strong governmens
which will centralise its struggles
and which will introduce loglalation
to serve its interests against the
unioms, The Tories pursued policies
which did just that, As the domeal
Report af the Nerioral Couneail of
il Liberties states: "The misuse
and ahuse by the police of thair
powers of search conlinue unabated;
hipdered by no one, ignoTed by our
legaslateods, encouraped by an ower
zenions executive and by an exuivoc-
al Judiciary . . . it izimpossible to
isnlate any single piece of legilation
of change in official policy end
practice in 1973 which hed =

commendables effect on civil Ubertiea®,

KRising unamployment Torecasl

by the ‘experts” to pass the ‘million
mark over the next year, coupled
with an annual inflation approach-
img 15-20 per cent, will detonate

hig struggles, The warking class will
not passively accept mass redundan-
cies and faciory closures. Thie year,
for the firet time since 1945, it faces
um edal cut in its living standards
of 45 per cent. The ruling clas, to
compenszate for their material weak-
nees, shown in their inability to
inflict a defeat on any of the power-
fully onganised sections of the i
workers in opan conlrontation, muost
more apd moie refy on ant-tmde
union legislation, anti-picketing laws,
statubory pay faws snd the open uese
of the police and the army.

UNRELIABLE

4 Labouwr Government 1= too un-
reliabla an instrument to serve §ls
eqals, A declining econoindc base
rules owt the integrotionist policy
favoured hy sections of the ruling
clasg in [ 964, The bourgeniae still
rememter what happened to
Barbara Castle’s "In Place af Serife’
Even the limited measures of nation-
alizaticn proposed by Labour af its
Tnst Comferance ase unaceeptable.
Totalk aboutl pationalisalion in a
pericd of moss redund anciea and
factory closures haos & dangarous
dynamic af (te own—it con encouroge
ocoupalions and exproprlations,

What £he ruling clags neads at the
peamedt 5 a weak Labour Grovern-
rmenl Lhat they can bring ‘to heel’.

Phase 3- Here today... here tomorrow

They understund that its mild
teforms will quickly melt in the
white heat of this summer’s infla-
tion, Labout’s manoeusres, dictaced
by pressures from the ruling class
and the international bankers, will,
they hope, frustmate Labour woters
They hope this silustion will help
them te dictate the terme of the
next election and prepare for the
raturn of a Tery Governmen|, Mean-
while, they have to re-cement the
Conzervative Fariy.

A FunAdtked, political corres-

! pondent of the Gigrdien retarka:
" *Heath for the ebop—but no axe Lo

hand.' Thrown into disarray by their
electorul defeat the Tories reflact
the criais of leadership which akso
exists within the nibing clags,

For the working clas movemenst
the situation con be furned to ad-
vaitage, The wzaknesaes and divis-
ioms within the mling class mast
b explodted to the full. An offenaine
must be opengd upaguinsd the Pay
Laws, Closures must ba met by oo~
cupations znd demands for expropri-
nticn. The campaign (ot the relense
af the Shrewsbury Six must be in-
tensified. Ta rely on the Patlismen-
Ly munoedyres and back <loor
dealings of Foot and company wouald
he fafal, Sach policies eeaken
the abibity of the worklng class
v strgele ond prepare the way
e the retwrn of the Torcias,

JEFF KING

“ltnuun UNI W o
ENGINEERING s p R Wi

=

A largs contingant from S eatland were amoeng the thou and trads unionists who marched to the Hous of
Common son Wedne glay 1o demand the relea s of the 5 hrewsbury six.

Prato: CHAIS DAVIES (Heportl

SQUATTERS SET UP
ANTIEVICTION FORCE

Proposals o sef up an anli-properly
speculntion united front were bocked
by o meeeting of the Al London
Squatters Federafion held at the
luxury squat at 5-T Daover Street, Wi,
on Sunday . The campaign will be
pround the demand - “Beceni homes
fior all nuew”,

The meeting also apreed (o
estabtizh an all-London anti-eviction
e, and backed the four demands
of the Dover 38 squatters, which
inchede the requisiton of all empy
property.

In Capterbury , siudents from
Kenl University whi have ocoupisl
i row of coftampes which bad stood
canpty foa Eove vears, last week fough
against a demolition =quad sent by
Hritish Wail, nwners of the ool lages,
an 12 March.

MOWHERE TO LIVE

Ome of the squatters, Caroline
Hemmings, said: "They tnld us they
wanted to pull thes: places down,

Fad Yieekly - 23 March 1974 Fage 2

whdch is lodicrous when thers are 50

mimy homeless people in Canlerbury .

We are all homeless apd bad no
opliom bl Lo move in kere,

'Last vear | had to leave univer-
sily for a year hecause | bad oo liene
to live. The universily has expandeil
without asy regard tothe accom-
mandutinn sibwatison,

The would-be demolishers went

ofF ey oblain hacking from the coorts,

onid three days luter pofice senl [rom
Dover wrecked two of the houses,
Oy S0 atgnatures in support ol
Clve syuatbers were collected during
wmnss fealteling of Cantarbary,

The untissviclion Faros set apin
London will skarcly find itsell con-
fronding one of the lapest spocutar-
ars. Cromadnle Hokdings, a Foe Levy
company desling with 220 Camden
High Streel | RW1, has odslaimod a
summans for the posseesion ol 1he
huibdirm on 27 Marcl Tha building
wig syuatied ta hlock Levy™s plins
for the purcha ge of @ swathe of
Camden High 5 and it has heen used

a4 a0 Diganning contes fior tenants
el squplisrs,

Meanwhilz; Brompton Securities,
annther of Levw’s companies, is
attempling to secure 'legal® posses-
sion of the luxwry Tlis in Dhaver S
on 29 March, Forty peopls, incleding
aix famities, are now comtortably en-
sconcsd inthese apamments, which
have heen amply Cor nearly Dwo
years and are due to be ler at rents
ol wp Loy 100 3 week:

COipe ol the sguaiters spid: "The
vo-osdinated action of the speoulators
is heing mel by the co-ordinated
action of f=nanis und sgquaotiers,

Wiz wall b picketing the High Court
o both days: and messages of
suppart will be extremely welcome?

Epeakerr are graifahie o addeey
meetings, and arn be cortacivd

e foka Elark, phope 80 -85
BT A new vonedefieed on the
LER 26 campaipn (8 QU Row,
Copiey free fram 207 Koilien Rood,
Lowdor SR24, Bhige §0 -7 13 E66T

TYNESIDE BUS WORKERS
STRIKE AGAINST PAY BOARD

Twnesidle bua workers have heen mking
action ngainst @ Pay Doard neling which
hascacelled back-wages of um ta LE0],
When workers entersd depuls in New-
cagldz and Sonith Shields an Sacurdng,
16 March, they were coifrenled by &
T&GWL mitice which inlomined them
the employers, ihe Tyneside Passenger
Trarspart Exscalmee, coald not pay
the full amount of a pay award hecsuse
of the Tory pay freeze aperacive berween
Movember 1972 aod the Tellowing Apeil.
The urion, topether with the Trans
ot Exevuative, annonunced chat it had
wriltbem Lo Michoel Bool, e new
Emplayment Miniscer, asking Fara full
payment fo ke mgde, Bac this did nat
salislV the wookere sioes beEalia bens
om- this maorier have been drapring on - log
L8 niachs

T&GWEL afficials redused do sanction
imanedizte setion, otd inaread Hyed g
maz mesting for the folkeing Maniday.

Howwwwgr by Lopen adl the hisses fram
Mewepstles Sluryford depat hol gome off
e road, and 1 busges A0 Bylar, the oeher
depot mopildly (ollowel, This pressucisel
die sintow officlala fo bring the mRss meets
ing foryont 1o the Sumlay mornine.

AL b mneileg (e s wodkers decided
s connue their strike untl they bisd
peudived Foor's eply, and Laa serviees aver
ihez resd af the weekensl wore stoppec,
Howevet, af anotler mass meeting the
mext diny they decided (o po back, hut o
catry enrl i serles of guernilla serkes if the
maodter was ool setisfaciorily setfed very
Ty,

INTERNATIONAL
SOCIALISTS:

THE POLITICS OF
PASSIVITY

| The'reports of the Internarlonal
Socialisty’ Nationnl Conminiitles
meetings published o Soodelisd

| Warker sugyest that they are inorhdd

occasions. Last week we were fnld:

‘After @ discwssion lesting most of

Samurday, the I8 WO called for n

campuign to tune 40,0048 bayers of

Sochriist Worker inte sellers,” What

i joke”

To brood for o whaole day and
give hirth Loosoch & banelity 5 bad
enough. But to present this common-
place procedure of any political
Eroup n8 & major innovalion after 15
has been in exlstence for over 20
wvears is the height of ahsundily.

Sadlw, this is ¢nly ans nbeE: sxample
af a groveing rend af e [5— b conlus:
what is of afpanisational importuna
[ thee [% with what s binpoitant fog
| the clpss stapele oz 2 whodo, Thus the -

muimrs' sirike was seen by U5 primarily ax
un appEariuniny for mass Teiruitmsn ], ad
the sleeton sampalgn a: an appartanity
tox ramativally exparced the sales oF
Socinlive Worter,

This is nof #simply an sherration. v

" flows frioen s particular conceprion of

podificw which rhe [5 lesdership halds
urd which Is revaled. by the undeTcurmnc
of the dobate al the B5 M,

The dehate was essemtially belwein

rhaise wha wished to plice Jemarsds on

tle Labenir Geoveroimeant which woulil
exposs’ the Gavemment when thea:
dernarkld cemaionsd uniulfdled., amd chose,
essentially of the same mauald, wha thawghr
that the Labouy Government woukd SRPONE
irwefl, beavwing the [5 the task of mopping
up hattations af recrults disillaskonsd in
Labwi,

Mearahile all that was necesman: v o
meake anaping atiacks o (s Govetnment
in the newspaper, and o throw the [§
membersip inlo e frantie scliv of
turning all 40,06 readers of Socfolist
Farker Into sellens,

Thiz pakitics of pasavity s nhsodutesn:
i oy pecially @ the prcseal pE.I:i.IJd.
It is rat for ws co-sdaed idly by waiting
Far the 'Benarmond” 10 bi ovr, cont-
mezniing Irom the sidelines ao the Latest
siig of the Labour Gevernment, In the
shegoe o anv cear altéroative in colon
heing affered, such & Boneymoon’ iz
Juint ad Bikely to end in decnocalisation
anil despair for the warking class.

18 15 tnevitalble thar with che gapidly
delerioraling ecomamic sileation, we will
see hitter-fought strupgles on iy gues-
theme a2 cod undaswy, hotusdng and prices,
which maoy even hegin at o local lewal,
Anil im the face af the paralyeh of (hs
Tourgenis pactks at e level of parlimment,
actioe of Ew nevolutionary argamisations
arouml Lkse straggles can have decioye
resulta with big effects on the balance of
farceg,

B0 i oniy I dids way that the aam ol
4 ‘reEl rank and e monsement” hes o
hope of success. [[ the revoletionany
Eroupe Fc on bl arsee a1 by di
duricg the crucial days when Heath =as
ciinging ta office immediately after the
eleciions, specalating what the autcone
walkll B¢, the Tuture lonks very hleak
inidesd.

Jitd CLYHES
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SHREWSBURY CONFERENCE
Hypocrisy and whitewash win the day

*Abstenthons! Count the Abstentions!”
was the cry which went up a2t the end
of Saturday’s conference on Shrews-
bury, called by the London TRGWLY
UCATT Action Committee. The
poorly attended mesting ended in
pandemonium, as 4065 of the 250
delegates registered their disgust wath
the platform’s refusal to ke pmend-
ments by absiaining on the official
resalution,

This resolution was 3 whilewash
of the DCATT und T&GWU burequ-
crats, and put forward & “strategy’
{or releasing the Shrewsbury pickets
wiich was an insuli to the palitical
intelligence of mast of the delegates,

DISGUSTING LIE

How could delegates vote fara
resnfution which contained a disg-
usting LieT *We suppori both the TEG |
Mptional Committes and 1he Execul
e Commid bee of UCATT in thed
siatements condemming the triaks
as a political compiracy on the Righ
to Pickel” it smid. Yet UCATT s mosi
recent statement sid exactly the
opposite!

M wonder Georpe Smdth, Gt
eral Secretary of UCATT, booked o
apeak an the Conference, sent Derek
Wisoda, his assistant secrelary, o
speak instead, As Sluark Maclennan
IMG member and UCATT stewarnd
said - “We heard the monkey insiead
of the organ-grinder!’

To be at gll consistent with
LCATT s rewrl policy, Woods couldn’l
Pedp bt blord ot gmdd Ingry B
ind showts, that DCATT coakdn’
inlervene in the case becauss | was

B criminal” one. As Maclennan
poiated out, the MUM did not sit
back and muiter about the cricninal
law in 1972 when 14 Longannet
miners were arrested, bul pledged
fo stay owt watll they were relaasged
And how could delepates vobe
fior a resolution which proposed
mofiing more then a call on Labour
Lo release the pickets; a call on the
unson leaderstnps 1o condemn the
use of the 875 Act, support for
the Day of Action already planned
for 20 March, and {or delegates fo

| ruise the ssue in their trade union

tranches? The delegaies had voted
{or this sort of thing time and
again in receni months, with no
noliceable effect on the conrse af
caprlalist ‘justice’

O top of all this, thée plailerm
had the gall to propose a recall Conf-
crence o Cpromolé (urther action”

CONFUSION

It wasn't that the Conference was
packesd oul with members of the
MG, still stubbornly trying (o es
allesh Lhat only indelinite strike
scltion will graranice victory, Many
ol Thode seekony L put amendmenis,
and who finallic abptained, were mnak
gnd file members of the very Comm-
unist Party which dominates the
afficlal Action Committer stage-
muanaging the Conference. Their
modest propesals for a one-day
stopoape on | May mel wilh cold
blousted mamipulation from the
platfiorm

This was nol the only surpdse
of Ihe day. Two of Lhe speoches
in the morndng showed the conf

waon itlo which the O'F's *pressure
the leaders” siritepy has plunged
the caimpaipn,

MNorman Atkinson, Labour MP
for Toltenhnm, said chat the pur-
pose of nrss acbivity was to speed
up the court cass, so that it sowld
0o longer be 'sub-judice’ and
could be discussed in Parliamenr!

By KEVIN TODD

Then the Labowr Pariy would
nmend the Conspiracy Act and
the verdicts ‘could” be reversed.
Bat the conrts were thers 1o
‘dispense justice’ amd their proc-
edures could not be averturmed
in an ‘anarchistic’ manner.

T fetain any credibiily ai
all sfier this contrifstion. Eddie
Marsden of Lthe Comstruction
Section of the AULW, one of the
Hpures who hos arpued mosi far
reliance on the bureaucracy, had
bo make il kinds of left demagogy.
He spoke of the neesd for mass
action to force the SGovernment”

40% of delegates registersd their disgust by abstaining on the official resalution

hand, and sald that this was more
impoertant now than simply pressuce
on the TUC and the Lahour Parey,
Needless lo-add . however, he failed
io move any amendment {o the
resalufion.

Carl Gasdner, member of the IMG
and a NATSOPA delegate, poinied
out how the Communist Party of
which Marsden is a member had
censistently stamped on any moves
towards independent mass action,

He criticised the MWorning Star for
failing to report the call for an indef.
inite peneral stoppage in the building
trade mide by the Birmingham
UCATT shop stewards in early
Junuary, [F the OF had tken up

thig call, widesprend industrial

| oaction could have bean lunched,

and the pickets freed these amd
then, Hul this chince was ignored,

WAY FORWARD

It was left to two other IMG
speakers, IMildn keen of the NUT
and Westminster Trades Council,
ind Derek Brough, o TEGWL

Hibe convenor, to argue the way
forwanl for the campaign, ,

Ihey argued that the Confer-
ence should come out in favaur

| of indefinite strike action, Thoze

unkbons like the NUM whose conf-
idence i high as o result of victary,
and those like the AUEW still o
launch struggles where picketing

| will be declsive, should be called

o ey fake the fead,

SPEAKING TOUR

They attempled to put forward-
two amendments, one which
would have asked the NTTM ta
publicly stnte its eugport for the
Shrewsbury workers and to pledige
active solidarity with any induosiz-
ial uction taken to free them, and
n second that branches of the NUM
and AUEW should organise a
spraking tour for the pelsoners’
wives to help lav Lhe basis for
indusrrizl action.

These moves would have helped
bring the campaign back into the
contre of the arena und would have
anconriged oclher sclions of
workers Lo commit themselves to
the flﬂi'l.t Bt Ihe London ["unfg'r.
ence proved vet another alking
shop which failed o pull the com-
paign aut of it monofonous routine
of more lobbies and smiller one-
day protests and conferences such
a8 this, Meanwhile the Shrewsbury
ladz are lefl lunguishing in prison,

Clock strike
wound up

The unoificial strike of 5,200

Timex employees in Dundee is

over after three weeks, The workers
vioied do go back and awair (e resul
of talks with the management on ileir
E10 wage clnim—equivalent (o the
AUEW mational claim -alier n return-
to-work lnsiruction by the AUEW
Mationnl Execuortive,

The strike started when the
managimeni responded oo this claim
by offering a mizerable £2,50 neross
the bodrd, This offer—the maximum
under Phase 3—tnvolved the down-
prading of skilled men. The lmpetis
for the sirike came from the 4,000
women workers who refused oo
gecepl this downprading,

Fiw Timex warkers as¢ happy with
ihe outcome of the strike, portcabarly
sEnce no ceal gins i tepms of money hoes
betem made, Bt s lesal (e shop Aoor
irpanistion in the twa Dusdes planis
18350 enlx], &nd the Times marass-
meni |IJ'\..I._I;!'|.'I\.'|1 to pepoliale o a clam
it fatly pefssed cme manth fpo

The=: gains have Been wan in the facs
ol resistance by the company and AUEW
afficlals. Alter the first weck of the sirike
the management threatensd 2 close the
toed Laclosess unless these was an immed j-
gl metarn o veork, Fuced wiith tlids ped-
wnctanc) Uirvat, the workeis discassed s
tevapztion of he fuelories

The manapmrent eventually withdrew
these thncats, but anly after they had
grined the willing vooperstion of e
AUFNW a1 nativaal bwved, in the shape of
a berver, signed on helald of Hoek Scas
on by righl-wang U member Iohn
Hoeel, This instou ciasd the AUEW iheiabors
i e ik, despite the auppsact for 2he
abvikr bl Dol ALT W srailh

Juyow Bowale rhe Stelke Contmites
Conevenar, sikl: “The 70 shapy stewands
waittisl the sinike oo carrimne, il we
deote enahle omake 4 fecommendation
beciwss ol {he mslractan by ois ALEW
Matiuiiad Erceunive, whiich we sesepied
relictanify, We izl contmie fo fiEhl

LER rmewred ehar Scaslon dock this
sotion becousre be s ol 2o dopged),
ez wiih 1o TUC, oobvgil 2en e
Labsoci- Exverntznd by rotairing Phgye
A Far st manthe. Boinban = peiririod at

i thoweht thata raics of Mazse 3 [
thy Tires workers conid hevome 5
TN ToF Atk s flemaenis

‘Give us this day our daily bread subsidy’

Mever let it be said that the Lobour
Government doesn’l ke care of
the underprivileped. Why, at this
very moment, Shirley Willtams,
Labous s Secretary for Prices and
Consumer Protection, s wirking ouwi
wi¥s of subsidising brend,

OF course, this may not menn
miuch tex your aversge hread-gates
in the street, I fact, he or she
literally won't notice the differsine:
all that will happen will be thal 2
rise of 1g, or 1p that woulf hove
Been Lhere otherwise, won't be
Lhere,

But that's not the podal, Think

abaout gl fhe good it will do far

the deserving poor—ihe peor, un-
fortunate read companies. These im-
poverished souls will benelit from
miore than £30 millicn In hand.

nuts from the Government.

And well they deserve it Why
adt wear Spillers-Franch, our second
largeat bakar, had fo iry snd make
emuls meet with a paliry £10 millions
profit; and that rapged giant, Rank
Howis MeDougall, was Fmping along
ononly £2E million.

Yes, a £30 million shot in the
arme is jusd the thing 1hal's nesded
tex dot our food monopolics Hve in

the stivle to which they areacen s
lomed, And i they agres ol 1o
Pl prices up roo seasd into the
bargain - well, how gallant can you
gel!

Alter all, what s this country
colning fo when thres of Bhe e
enlerprising firms in the lund ane
barely able to nake £75 milliom o
ol selling Foed oo thénr Fellow-
citigens,

There are those who auay say
that food is un casential social need
wird shimild be provided froe of
capitalist profit-making. They may
el g2y thot subsidizs on Food age

= i
abaurd ax long o5 profits are being
e out of (b8 production and sals,
nnd zall for the total nalionalisason
of the big food firms,

Clearly wuch people are flying in
the ace of the very essence of our
capitabist vivilisation, Profit-making
i the holiest oF sotivitios, How firtiig
then, that the providon of “aur dailr
bread” should shew a pood retues;

At lense the Lobour Government
fas shiown o propes understanding of
these matters, All sipht-thinking
penple will apphied thelr sound
declsion to contribire to the upkeep
ot our impoverished food monopalies.

As for the iiggling critics, there is
o good old phrase that can dispose of
them: ‘Lot them eat cake.”

CAAL LIV ER

DOCTORS CALL FOR END TO FORCIBLE FEEDING

The following letter has been sent by
a yroup of 38 dociors o the Briresh
Medical Associntion, ssking the
assnciation (o muke o ststenent on
the forcible feeding of frish political
prisoners. Sirmilar lefiers were senl o
the Timer and the feendicn. but to
dnte these bave nof been published,

Cear [N Slevemsen,

W are writing, as dociors warklpg kn
Hedtaien, teocall fog & public stalemienr
b the Hegrids Medical Associatio Lot

vithical pagirion o U dectors ivaebve
it lorcibde leeding of prizakers in
‘Brizish jrlis.

Al the prosent fime, ax von will knew,
Fescibde fevding is being carried ot gt
Brivlon, Carrees, aml Wotinwood :'i||_'n_|:.'.I
where Tesic Erisfy prisuners hive mainlaned
d hunger serike sinde lasi Mowernbur agusngst
u Hame DIFfce Jecisicn nat ta allows thesr
warslve Lo prisons e sarthers relend,
whero they wish 18 saive oul dhedr scn
reneesear Hhwar relalives, Maie ruding vocs
Aginsl the procedenn o eislilcen prisaners
wonzrivied m Inelang e moec

Building employer tries to smash union

After 23 UCATT members wenl am

lias nuat made the strike afficinl.

strike al the Mew Telephane Exchange pickets ace edctansduily Keeping

site, Corgle Komd, Edinburgl. their
venplovers; Trenthams, locked fhen
ok, hoplisg Lo smnsh nnkon orgenisa-
Tl &l the stacr of this, their Bigpest
Juh in the acea.

The dispuie 5 e bonus, which
15 nlready beine puid on other Trin)-
farns sites in dhe ariks, Poter Law, the
Joiitees shop stewnrd folil g el
Bl reporter That the mea wer
SOLL DL Therd unis 3 danger of e
strikee being lspiated: Anodler I'igint-
bainssive only sl ap 1
soupd s kel ro sakie ridy ailiinn
aibd s el even had o collesfon

Cres il cleo favt What L Uitioi

avdb laboalr aIF the siee, 1L s ohvious.
aovwever, thatl combine shop slewards”
ety anad joint shopstawsrds
cornrmilibers arg sxsendied Loodeal wills

Vhnse smtl | aad bicder focal dispuiles
Thew diw pecessiry dlus Lo prepars
for e lalure confronations, 4

Fight Tnc s pew e poe clatng snusl
sraly comearoumd 10 fone, when
Pha 1972 gereemend ons aat.

Mussages ol supaact dnd mroney
il urgencly aeiadal,

sl o Peler Law, 41 Seaton
sl Long Sichirs, Fasl Eotivai,
ATl

AL TS aRER

T reriiEsn o England, s Four athips
BeIng trarferred shinilac?v o lreland
sinee M7 ],

Faswibis Feeding segueres thit g climp
b plice oo v mansth 4o okl £ open
whilst u seomach mibe & pessed, throush
wihich the pilsenoer i given i daily
salomie pogquirasenny i ligeid foarm, Sines
rurmbing nfiei ooars, this process may
need tocb eeprabsl, This praciice nf
Jorvible Feeding s edically danpviows,
pve ialovivaliy domaping, and ethicaiy
unaereprahie, perticelarie @5 alk Fooi
FEISCAEE Sro noa acrivel Y nesisling the
provedare, ie 1917, Thamos Ashe divd
WA Do feiren foc! ill.Hl."'J.'Irj‘-'lﬁ' Jan,
and the coramer's jury saic 15a? fis death
vk i (o his rregmnzenl inoorisen and
wafidumned fopes feeiding i 8 daseersas

Raecent demonstration outside Brixton Jail in support of Winchester prisoners

i inltuman aperatiag.

i 1 Sesiember, the B carsisd 2n
wditerial camsaming 4 Geoman cougl
rilling that an wnwilliog prisanier okl be
medichlly sianined, lorcibly | pecesary,
il vem with the wee of o drug enooareg-
come pesiatiney. [t stated that che lorcible
signinabiom of 4 persear iy canfrany fo-the
sthical fraditicn of meizing L any
coinlry, ke morz so i ihad person 15 &
ITIRCINEET,

W Fel that che fajluie Lo date of
e M At mnks a snilar pronan nee-
ment an the frcibie feeding carvied awt
by doctars inaur own country shokl Be
recdilied immedeelely, Farcihie figding
of thess arisoners muast oAl and cheir
reiscnable request of tesnsler do frish

i | el SR e P
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'1 How the

T

occupation
' rolled back ITT

Phato: EZAS NATHAN (Hex Weskiy]

CHRIS DAVIES |Reportl

Fhialds:

After nearly twenty weeks of siruggle.
which included 5 courageows 14-
week factory oocupation. workers
st Maclaren Controls in Glasgow will
siart work sgain on Monday having
WO SimE MEpOT concesskns, bl
withowi the total victory which was
possible had they not been lefi to
fight alone,

The manapement of Maclaren's,
a subsidiary of International Tele
phone and Telegraphs, has granted
i Tull the pay claim which imitiated
the dispute. Labourers and semi
skilled workers will receive 2 £2.25
imcrease: ghilled men £2.50 umd

wimen, who constilule thiree-uarters §

al the labour force, will actually
receive 3 penny more than the claim
£5.28. The claim was designed 10
bring equal pay or women neares

All mpreemants o0 BREQD OTHLOE:L-
ten wiathin the lactary will e mam
tgined, and workers made redundant
will receive 3 weeks Soverance pay

Maclarons convenor Jakin Morrison [right] with 184G election candidate Bob Purdie Left)

plis 1 oweek in liew of notice, Bu
there will be major redundancies, fhe
gatent of which has not yei besn
determined

"UNION BASHING'

The shop stewands beliewe Lhat the
manzgement will press for about 50
per cont, and although (he stewards
will try to hmat the sxtent af the
sackings —they estimale that only
about 65 per cent of the orgml
labosr force stifl seek rednststisment
il seenm anevitabde that some worker
will be pushed ou

Inhn Moreison, the shop slewerds
CoRVEROT,; sums up [he poution as
follows: *As far a5 1'm conoermed it's
ndal a defeat; it's not 4 victory eilles
But we've saved our o OF gl -
tion, und we've gol LHe monsy we win-
ted |;-|.\,'|_|__II| 1L Look & long fkghit. This

oney

Wds Bl Ovel but over
uninan bashing

these pains can be pdded the

| mucleus of an ITT Combine Cammal-

tee, which wil prave of long term

and campaign manager Erl Wilkia — impormant poliiccestion schiaved during oecipation
it reflacted in warm recaption gieen bo [BG campaign

importance to other groups of work-
ers factop the ruthless ITT bosses,
seill dripping with blood from their
suborape against the Allende govern-
ment in Chaee. 0
TRAIL-BLAZER

From ewery standpoint, the Moe-
taren's dispute wad significant It Ln-
valved & monopoly which employs
10,000 workers in Britain, and 4,000
in lreland, Gives the proportion of
woran i the fagiory, the claim
represenied an important test for the
Enginecring Upion's policy on sdquul
pay

The dispuie was & trail-blazer for
the AUEW national claim in the West
af Seotland, and it involved advanced
and militant Torms of struggle which
contain valuable lessons for the entire

| trade wnron mMOoveREDL,

Yet the Maclaren's workers were
imolated Tor nearly 17 wesks, when
full backing from the olher engineears
ing workers in the Glagpow arsi, amd
(ke immediate setting up of an ITT
Combipe Commitiee could hawe won
4 victory 1o as many days.

The proat ol this i the rapidity
with which the mansgement gave i
o [he pwo vital poinis - negotiating
during the sit4n, and a guaraniee on
seyerance pay. This oocerred lnmedi-
ately afrer the second meeting of the
ITT Cambing Committes, swiich dis-
cussed g blacking campalpn, and a few
diys alier a meeting of 300 enpinees-
ng shop stewards rom the Glasgow
grea had pledged their support fo
the scrugples

MaJOR COMNCESSIONS

Al the ehop stewards’ meehing,
Alec Ferry, the AUEW Glasgow
districl secretary, explained that the
strupgle had resched o point at which
autsicle support was nepesgary, He
gaid Lhat what was initaally & wege
dispute iy & small fuetory hal beconie,
after the First thice weeks, a strugele
sver the “right to-work' and redun-
dansigs, pgainst Che multi-national
1T corporation.,

He ti'd the seeeting that the
WUEW had initially played it Lke amy
other dispute, dastributed appeal
shieers and paid union dispuie bamefin
every forinight, Ower the Jast five
weeks they had “played it very coal’;
no-press stajements, no eXicRsion
of (ke dispute. Their reason For this
was the negotintions with ths manape-
menl under the awspices of the
Diepartment of Employviment.

At thess negotiations the union
made 8 peries of Mujor CONcaEskions,
which Ferry motivated as being
teesgary heopese ol the Ssolation”
ol The Maclaren's workers, They gave
inan the pitnciple of oo redundancies,
trying simply 1o pel g sy in fhe ax-
tent of the sackings, and tn whe weni
ol of the gere. They were prepared
toiliscuss the inevitahiiey of ending
the =if<in.

phnro: ETRA MATHAMN (Hed Wonkiy|

But the manapement refused (o
discuss anything until the sit-in was
ended , production hod started again,
and the redundancics were finalised,
ITT relused {o commdt themeslves to
a full settlement al the wage claim,
and refused to pive mors than two
weeks” severancs iy Lo workears with
less than two years™ service, The
nnion wos clainming a otistnm
| gearantes of three weeks' severance
| Pa¥.

At this point the AUEW had 1o1d
ithe management 1o ‘get atndfed’, &
voice froo the Back of the hall told
Ferrv: "You should have done that al
the beginnimng,

Fersy's wersion of events is mddled
with invonsistencies. [ was abnous
feom the slaet that the managemesnt
wonld not make a single concsision
as long as they only faced the Mac
laren’s workers, They had already

rejacted a compromiss proposcd by
the shop stewards betore the strike
“slurted, affer covisidering i for ol of
fwi) minoles’

Ihe ‘negotiations® at the OEP
congigted of peremptory orders Lo e
workers boogat back to work, and
accept swingeing redundinces, The

fact that they started o move our
production indicated their conlempt
for the AUEW and their determina-
tion t gither break the pawerof the
union inside the Eactory  or closa it
down altogether.

SHIFTING SANDS

D espite-appearances, Forry s not
a fool. You do not gai to he drlasgow
distriet secrerary of the AUEW with:
ot at least a certain flair far judging
the shifting sands between Catholic
Acrion and the Comrmunist Party, The
lisolation' which necessivarad che
AUEW concessions was a reésult of his
delay in nrgnmising support, The sase
wilh which e summoned & nmesong
of 300 shop stewards indicates thal
ke could have mobilEed oatside solid-
arity at any time, but be chose 1o wa i
wndil peariy four snoaibs of sivaggle
Furcd plinged the Macloren's workers
to iy nadie af dessair,

A pessible explanation for Feery's
footshulfling can be guessed from
ihea dale of the meeting of 300
stewards. which was 27 February.
This guarantoed that any action Lo
suppoart of Maclaren's would taks
place afier the General Election.

Un 25 February, the day of the
clection, the jebs of 606 workers

in two Hampahire factories were
axed by Maxwell Jossph, one of
Britam’s richest men, aind bis fellow
directors of Giltspar Investments
The folbswing day the faclory was
gven 14 howrs notice that the
company nu lenger requiresd

their abouar,

Although the warkers at the Harible
factory have nob yet bepun to Lght
back, the men ai Eastleigh are decer-



With somewhat convaluted reason
ing, Ferry himsell, in commenting
o Lhe seltlerment, made il clear why,
despite his handling of the dispute,
mited pains were won' *It's hard
10 claim & victory when you know
that some people have lost their jobs_
viluniarity or othereie, Bud i faa
wictory when a proup of workers can
pland wp aganst o muli-naanal

‘On to

company and win,’

It was the Maclaren’s wirkers
themaelves who salvaged this imined
victory . Without thelr tenaciois
strupgle the factory would lave
bien closed dowa, and ITT would
have moved prodduction elsewhers —
sccompanicd by melfectusl bleatings
froem Ferry's office.

GANVIN ROBINSON

the

national claim’

The Maclaren Controls factory i on
ithe fringe of Govan, which must be
ome of the most concentrited indus-
trial areas in the world, with a long
tradition of working class organiss-
tion., The names of the shipyards

and heavy engineering factories which

cluster sround this strefch of (he
| Clyde are a roll call of the most
important centres of cliss strugple
during the great days of Red Clyde-
sida .
But Maclaren s did not share in
this tradition, A small light-cngineer-

minad that they are not going to be
kicked out of their jobs at the stroke
oL o milliohaire's pen, They have

eocupied the plant and are sitting
tghi,

Struchans Engincering, the faciory
al Lastlegh, manuizetures buses :
and ¥ans, imainly wnder coniract
fram Ford, The regaon given for the
closures was “sustiined unprodfitaile
operations’. Yet thers are orders
fraem 21 eountrses for the vans,

and contmercin! vehicles are
tniTeasingly making wp » larper

ing factory, it had no history of
militaney, and was led by shop
stewards very conscions of their
OWT INEXPETICNGE,

Last October, the atewards sub-
mitted a3 wage claim within the
terms of Phose 3, The mansgemeani
responded by offering £2 seross the
board . plus an exira £2.06 for wom-
en. Johkn Morrsdm, the convenor,
says: 'This offer was complataby
unaccepiable. It was the first finm in
fi-'l:uiguw which did net bother 1o use
the excuse of Phase 3 o put a ceiling
on their olfer”

STRIKE ACTION

The workers unanimously rejected
it, and gave seven days’ notice of
slrke achion . which starled an 6
November when the management
r|:_|u'|.'|td. a compriomse setilEment
proposed by the stewards.

It was obvesus Trevme Ehe sdart that
the manspeimcnt was not interesied n

reaching o sefilement. They called the

shop dewards 1o a meeting ol AUEW
Howse in Glasgow where the astaiiah-
el stewards, who had expected to be
discuszing some kind of offer, inglesd
heard the management lay down con-
difions for a retirm to work which
imcluded sceeptance of redondancies,
and 8 2year no-strike agrecinent. A
miitss meeting rejected the manage-
ment's mmsulting dikiul.

OCCUPYING

Thiswas how Jobn Morrison
described the background to the
decision o occupy, and the ocrupd-
tion ftself:

‘During & conciliation mecting
al the Deparimeni of Employment
in the fifth week of the strike I
received o phone cnll which told me
abownt the removal of 3 machine from
the factory by non-union Inbaur,
in fact by the office ataff. Lt muasi
have been done durgig the night
s il was o hig job,

I reporied this to the shop
stewards commities, pnd we immedis
ately gtarted thinking shout occupy-
ing the faciory and made (his recom.

mendation ai the Spiurday mass
mesiing.

‘The iollowing Monday the man-
| agement seni a betoer to all of us: if
we were not back at work by Wed-
nesday they would terminate our

| employment. It was neceagary Lo

meve guickly.

We held aneiher mass meeiing
wotsde the factory parcs and wnan-
imuously ayresd o occopy, Black:
one of the managers, ushed me if
I was going back to work. 1 pushed
prast himn anil opened the door,

‘Eight of ns got in. and Black
chased us roamnd the factory while
wi jooked for a way 1o led ihe
others in, We finally got them
through snother door, but noi
before Black tred 1o step some

of the gitks by running g steel

pute al them.

“We were now in oceupation,
The police asked me to talk to
them, but the others wouldn'o
let me. The police and manapement
ialked to us through Ferry, ilie
AUEW disirict secretary, and said
that they wouldn't bother us so
lomp a5 we did no damage,”

And once the accupation had
begun they had fo solve a broad ranpe
af problems which threaiensd its con-
tinuztion. They had lirtle experience
an which o base their decisions, and
had o 'cross each beidpe e we came
fo il 85 one shop steward pat it

In zny sirike there is a tendency
for the involverment of the workers

which requires o kigher level of
participation, this rendency represenis
&n even maone signilicant problem.
Afrer five weeks on sirike, Lhe
Muoclaren's workers were in financial
difficulties. They aked oul unemploy
ment and sirike bencfit, with collac-
ticms and dopgtions— LICS threw them
a sorely needed financinl lifebeld, But

| Boonomic pressure on the womst off

farced a proportion of them to seek
other jabe:

Simee the majority of the workers
ware murned women, home, childien,
and the sconoinic position of Lher
husbands increased the pressuez
an-many of the women involved. The
divlalon fin the faomily between (he
man as wape gamer, and the woman
a5 the person responsible for home
and children conld be sten here as a
direct barrier to working class strupgle
It was one of the fail ures of the
atcupratlion.that no creche was set
ip, and no collective responsibility
taken for domestic commitments,

LESSOMNS

Some f2ssons gan be learnt from
other errore which wese malde,
although it was o ibute to the
leadership of the Maclaren's workers
that the struggle was kept poing for
&0 lang,

At the starl the shop stewurds
weTE ¥ery anxious fo keep control
of the atraggle, They argued that they
had been elecred, and the members
abvould have laith in them and in
their decisions. But towdrds fhe
end aof the oceupation they recopnis-
ed that they should hove tried to pot
broader partletpation feom Uhe stard,
espacinlly in fund-raizing.

Jobhn Marrison sowvs: “15 we hod to
sttt gEain we would have sel up
anather committer for fund eaising
right at the bepinning. Wa've leprned
the real need ol it through cxperence.
At one podot we Blocked he iden af
@ separnle committes. and when it

| was finally apread io, the wotkers

were used to sitting and nor acting:
It shontd have been dane af Lhe
h!j;tl]."mlg when everyons was eaper
Lo el We should have used theas

enthosiasm,”

Bul they atill tonded ro see the
orpanisation of the strugsle in terms
of themselves, a3 the elected represen-
tatives, taking decisions but obtalning
usrisfenee from other workers. Thay
did not appreciate that the slrgple
polarized thowe who were wdlling to
fight. and thosc who would reoiain
passive,

In order to strengthen the struggla
it was esential that the reserves of
energy and initiative produced by the
bést workers should be tapped, by
directly involyving them in degizion
making. This woald have required
viomlrel of the occupartion by &

- | democraricaliy efecled oecupoiion
to graduaily decline. In an cecupation, |

commities,

The shog stewards committes
was not adeguate becaase it was
elected hefore the atropgle ina
pericd when Ehis polarisation had
not taken place. This strengihening
iof the Jepdership of the strugsle
would have made mass mestings
meaare #ifective, and incroased (he
general level af invalvemeant.

The organizacicn of the ocoupa-
tion tended to reflect the organisa-
ticn of (he Tactory under the

management. While the stewnrds
debated in fhe downstaire offlces,
up on the factory flaar the workers
sil dfidcussing rumonrd. Tonevitably,
an 'up there, and down there!
atinasphere developed, But

despite these deliviencies the
Maclaren's strupele was an immenae-
v positive achberrement. Nay only
it the degree of milltancy idciesss,
but thies was also on imporsoor
degree of polsticisation,

SOLIDARITY WITH CHILE

This couidd he s=en nol anly in the
warm receplion glven 1o MO mems-
bers, bt also in the natoral identifi-
culion mads with the resistinee to
the 1T T-hacked Chilean coup.
Indeed, one of the most moving
experienoes of the strupgle wus
concert al which an exiled Chilean
oAk group dedicated & song to the
working women of Chile and 1o the
women af Maclaren's.

But in the end they could not win
& complete victory olone, and the
shop seewards carrectly see the iture
i terees af a fight pround the AUEW
national claim. As John Morrizon
sy sl “If our wnion does oot po for the
full claim, ther Scanlon shoald nod
bz where he i The TUC tried o
make a deal wich the Tories, snving
the miners were g special case, This
docs naot hold now,

- We have o clouse in our own cludm
which zays that in the eventof a
ouliomnel claim being met, we axpect
the differentials here to be mainlnine
ed. We wanr the AUUEW Lo go for the
full elaim "

BOE PLAREME

Convanor Pat Doyvie: "We havs gat o stay

united in this dispute, othersise it will e a

serinus dafaat for the whaole trade vnson
mowsmani in chis area,”

share of production in the
molor indusiry as a whole

‘DISRUPTIVE"

The Qcoupation Commit fes,
representing the TRGWLE

Sheel Meto! Workers, A LW,
ASTMS and EPTL, is eonvinccd
that the proposed closure j5 an
attempl by the nwnagenent 1o
hrzak down Trade Linion
organisation in the plant. T
dirertors have made consianl el
voerenee 0o Cdisruptive elements’,

IREIRE T ]

tesmlaig) S IAYO SIHHD

and wihere this hos failed tosplit
Lhe organisation i the faclory
they have tried o “huy off
members of the Waorks Committes,

Ax Pab Poyie, TERGWU Convenaor,
teelel Ried Boeekiy, "They have
offered some of us hand-outs:
furemen's positions, and oiher
Jobs walking i 2l the lop Tate,
Bur we have got to stay anitsd in
this dispute olber wise it will be g
srrlons defenl lor che whole trade
UIHEn TOVement i Che ares, and
particularhy the straggles of smalle
sections of workers',

Since the occoparion started
naocking has moved put of the
¢ bastleigh Tactory-and pickets have
| prevented any moverment of plant
| or materinl from the Hamble factory,

I
GUARANTEES

The Chcwpalion Commil lee s
retiviad o puawrantes Trom Ford

rivers Thial mo vans will be rons-
poried. Stewards al the Ford
plants in Scuthampton and
Langloy have pledged that if

win bodies are deliverod from an
allermilive suppiier they will be
Dlugked. Britisde Lowvland Combine
Commilive hasaprocd Lo levy s

members to help provate the financial
assislance Lhad is so.urpeptly fe-
qpuired.

But rhis ssuppert muast be extended.
The Qeeupation Comanidies is

| ArTdngg reeslings at varows fac-

todies Lo explnin its caoe and ask
for fnancial support. Pledges of
aupport showld als come froms
these meelings be stap work if the
perlice enter the faciory ind break
Up the Gucupartion,

The way to save Lnase jobs is not
through the trade wnions buying

the factory and selting up a workers
ci-operative, g5 has been strempted
elsewhere. Thid is nosolotion.
hecauss thess co-operatives would
have to compeote in Lhe markel with
the bog cepitaiist firma, and would
vither adopt thelr methads or go buest.

NATIONALISE!

The emplawers, aml particularly Grand
Metropelitan - the perent company of
Criltspur - should be made to pay for
their progs mikinanagenent, ag well

an for Uhe reaults of a syatem which
puts ch prrivale interests of o small
group of sharcholders before the
interesis of the mas of working

penple,

Tony Benn, Secredary of Srate for

Ulndustry, is being beought in o sobve

the dispute, aud if rmusi be impressed

| apan biom that the best way to keep

thess joba ia for the Lobouar Gowern-
meat o nalicnalise the planc withowt
cumpensition and place il under
workers' nunagement. Any subeldy
sequiredd Tor continued o perations
should come from an induscrial levy
on fng business.

The coecupation commilies is supp-

{ortmg o conference called by che Ford
Shop Stewards Comimitles to be held

in the Southampron afea to-hring
rogether local militants to discoss
witys in which to fight the attacks on
Lhe trade union movement — pariic-
ulsrly in regasd (o pickefing and red-
uncangies. The occupation al Sirmch-
&0 musl nons .lllEi.'!I_'Il'l'_ll." 1] GE![I-BJ

focus for the conference so that

maxinum support can be provided
lor this struggie.

The workees and thelr families ure-
enfly meed wmomey AU resedutions af
support and caillections phowld be
roade pErgble re Strachdanr foing
Cridar Citcwpation Comemriee cnd
sent fos The Trearirer, P ilana,

oo Tbde W 67-73 Londor Read,
Yoy thorarmion,

Grizham Patarson,
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The international oil industry is about
o sirike one of the bisgest bonanzas
in its gold-plated history, right in our
own backyurd,

Hidden bencath the waters of the
Morth Sea, 1o the east of the Shot-
lands, ties some £75 000 million
worth of oll, If the international nil
monopolies get their way, most of
this vast sum—twice Britain’s national
income —will pour into their hands
as undiluted profit over the next 25
years.

GREAT GIVEAWAY

The search for Marth Sea oil and
gas ragerves began in [ 964

Since there was little firm evidenoe
that commercially viable sources of
il o¢ gas actually sxisted, companies
were oflered righls over langz ‘blocks'
of the sea-bed { about 1040 square
miiles) for 4ix years at the bargain price
al L8250 Al this period = up,
they can opt to retain rights over up
1o opehalf of the onginal apza fag
40 yoars at a rent that starts at
L1000 & year amd rises 1o 0 mazim-
wm of £72,500. Rovalibes of [2% per
cent of the value of any odd or gas pro-
goced are also poyabie to the Governs
el

Then, in 1970, oil was struck.

The deflinite existence of lucrative
teserves ol ol and gag made il &
wholé new gome a8 far as caplialesm
wad concerned: North Ses ex plora-
tion was o sersous business proposit-
ion, The Tory Gowernmeni decidesd
to test the new commercial climate
by oflering licences Tor 15 blocks of
Marth Sea terrilory by competitive
hid, as well as other blocks an the
previons lerms

Thie competitive bads brought n
coudihrsed alfers of as much = £37
millizn for the |5 blocks: Buil, despite
thiy tuck, the rematning 98 blocks
were virtually given away ol the ald
price of Lh 250 each, The Govern-
men! this presented the ol com-
panses with vast North Ses ol righils
for some £250 million less than the
LOMTIFRNIeS themaeglves WENE e pu'ru-;]
o pay!

BIG BONUS

Bal the really Bl bonus 10 the
Morth Ses oil operators has come
from a different sourcs - the Tise in
world odl prices

Take, for exampls, British Petrol-
dam s P orties Field —one of the major
fimds in the Morth Sea. This is centrad
im 4 "Bleck” in which AP ace uired
nghis [or just L6250 and on which
theey will pay i amnuwal rental of no
more than £72 500

This is just pogkel money com-
pared with the money which B has
put mio exploring the block and
opening wp the field for production:
some £4 70 riliog

Boi even this pales i compariaan
with the potential pay off, The
Forlies Field & estimated to contain
about 2000 million barrels ol il
Al Ibe market pricss prevalling when
ol was first struck in ihe Morth S=d,
this woukd be worth some £1,0008
o prerikinds or jus over mwice
BF g investment, With production a)
the peak level of 400,004 barrels 3
day, BI* could have expeciad to maks
pre-tay profis of aboud L350 millioin
o year—a healthy retorn, by any
standard, of 10K cn capiral invested.

But ol that has now changed, AY
today 's world prices the il in For-
bies field & worth more Uan L6000
million—over fwelve timer AP's invast-

SEA

ment, and annual pre-fax profits
shidd run well ahaove £3 50 million a
year—a phenomenal return of

TA% on capital mvesred!

TAX LOOPHOLES

O ¢ourse, these are pre-tay praf-
its, But here's the caich, First, nfmost
all the capital costs involved in explor
ing und opening up prodection can
be deducted from the firsi years
priafite. As poresuli, the taxpayer will
cand up subsidiging these money
srinning operations of  the ol
monopoties by wp 1o SU% {mare than
E 1,050 millicn )

Even fhen, the taxman myy ool
be allowed to bie. The ol compan
ies beneflt from o wide range of
pencremas tax nllowunces thar make
them virtually immdie 1o @axalion

Firsr af all, afl the paEyments
which they make to the prodochig
states {und which are regulary cited
ag griounds for swingeing incoeases
retail prices of petrol and oil) ars
tax deductible, Most nalti-national
companies take advimiage of this
facl by mdjusting the internal
dicounting witlup their emipires so
thual the branches in Wedtern Europe

= :_i‘l-
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THE OIL
PIRATES

OF THE
NORTH

and MNorth America show no more
profit than they pay in taxes and
rofalties 1o the ofl producing srates,
thus newtralising any liahility o tax.

Morzover, the mult-naional
gianls are allowed o charge capital
expenses they make in any part ol
the world against their tax lizbilities
L another,

All these loopholes have puat fhe
campenizs in a highly privileged
poaliaod. Ower the pasd Tive vedrs;
despite their mpantic profits, the
tap ol o panies operating in
Biritnin have paid less than £500, 000
Ul corpoaralion lax, More than that—
rhey bave scbually had the eheek 1o
claim L1304 millicn in fax fesree
(tax allowances grealer  than thai
tiahilitigs to pav tax ], which will he
got apalnat Tuture eamings before anp
tox becomey dae f

TAMING THE MONSTERS

ITfese are the mongters thar the
Labour Government is seliing out to
tame. Bl thesr progosals Tor dealing
with the oil monopolies” plundering
aperitions in the North Ses are not
up to the jahb.

All tleey plan b dir is chose some
of the Gex loopholes (a3 did the
Tornize) and set up & public company
to buy and sell the o produced from
the Morth Sea. Thers is also ralk of
geguiring o mujority shore in the
Mordh Sea oll producing Gperiutions,

Such measures are totally inadequ-
ate. BEven the patching up of the tax
loophales will aot stop the of com-
panies raking in thousandsz of millions
of pounds in protits from concessions
that were given £ them on a silver
platter.

As for the establishment of a state-
rwn coanpany o bary and sell ol
what effect can this have as long as
the producing, refining and distribu-
tion operaticds remdain in fhe hands
of the mulfi-national glants? Suck a
company wowld buy oif lrom the
monnpolies in order to sell e hack
o them apain, and would soon find
itzelf at the mercy of these preac
muli-national powesrs,

Here is the ceniral question: how
does Lubour prapose to bresk the
power ol the great monopolies?
Withaut doing this nona ol éven its
limited policies con succesd,

Auquiring & majority share in the
fresluctiom operation is useless, BP
has long had & decisive sice of it
shires in CGovernment handa, bue i
works just like every other il
monopaly,

The guestion is not in whose bank
vaule the share carlificaies ame depos-
ited , or into whose account the divid-
ends ure paid, Bug who controls the
counpany, and how' does iEoperats:
does [0 work ptecrdig-to the capifal-
it Laws of the miarket, or-does 1t
operate in the mienests ol sociely os
purt of a planned, socialist coonomy?

EREAK MONOPOLY POWER

I'he akility of the oil monopolies
to farcs Goverrmenls inlo line is
umlemiahle, Recently the Tapanesa
Government fned, for s=varnl months,
e resist the oif compandes” demnand
for iz price raes, i just last
week foced wrch all sorts of thre gl
{including the cutting off of ol
supplies altogathes ), they were foreed
ter give wov and allow tha increasss
through

The oil companies-hold = virtually
complele monopoly of intormation
on what is going on bn the induskry
[ this was sornelhing which =ven the
House of Commons sll-parcy Public
Accounts Committes felr obliged to
complain about) and can easily wage
an effective war againsl a Grovemn-
ment thal is left blunderisg arownd
io the dark.

During last year's supposed oil
slartages in s countew the Tory
Giovernmens tried fo publicly take
the oil companies fo task for re-
ronling odl that had tean earmarked
b the Arab states for Brizain, But,
taced with a flood of facts from the
connpames and no means af checking
them, the Government was forced to
mike n humiliating backdown,

Mo policy designad Lo siop the
profifeering of the oll monopolies
and ke plundening of cur natural
Tearurces, no aftempr o estahlish
a Tational, planoed development
af SnerEy soiurces, can he carred
ot until the power of the big intar-
naiemal companies iy broken,

Thiz can enly be done by opening
the Booka of tie entire odf industry
Lo thoraugh and regular inspeciion
by elected workers’ committoes,
and the natonalisation ol the hig
firitish-hased monopolies and the
British asscts of the mulii-mational
glants operating in this country.

But such moasures cannol he
gurried throwgh by the 'moral
foree’ of the Governmend, or by
the capitalist stare maching, Caly
the mahilised power of the thade -
wpion b ovesent can force dpih the
ail pompanies” books, weoure e
cooperation uf sulficient skill=d
araff to ¢ pEwre the maning of
indusiry in-the Toce of sabotuge,
and police the inlugiry Lo praveni
wrecking operations by the manage-
sl

This is the only way in which Thi
wisl benslits of Nornth Seg ail and
E= cEn b made toserve the intereste
of society axa whole, aod fiot the
pratitseeking of the international
oil monopalics.
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Revolutionary
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ORGANISED BY

International
Marxist

Group
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COMWAY HALL. LONDOMN

Frrther faflvrmarion frons
IMCG Student Comimission, %7
Caladonian Raad, London &1

WHAT'S
ON

LONDON RED FORUM: Every Tuesday
#1 B prn in tha General ®icwre pab,
Caledarisn Foad, N1, (S ming < ngs X
bl

CHILE SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGHN:
Matianal Action Conferercs, Saturdas

23 March, 11 sm 2t Dighath Hall, Birmine
harn, Credentlals froen: Chila 5ol darity
Camgaign, Da-aperative CRrire, 1M

Srven Bsters Rosd. London T 700G,

‘UKRAIMNE: UNREST & REPRESSION' —
pamphint prodused by rthe Cammicee 1o

Defend Likiainian Prisondrs, price 15
Feus Pl Tram: 82 Gregory Cresca,
Eltharm, Landan SEQ.

HEALTH & SAFETY AT WORK: Sacial-
st Medizal Assacianan Day Seminas
Gunday Z4th Maseh, 10 am 10 5 30 !
m ARsemildy Hall, NUR Hesdquartses,
Eustom Sosd, MW, Detals dmam: T.0,
Thamas, 54 Finchlay Court, Leadkon NI
1A,

RED BECOKS: |‘|l\.'l.l|'.i|||li|_|l|4rl||' ICETal S —
Flarz, Lenin, Trousky  Easteiv Burops,
Third Wirsid, Ireta A, Wionee s Liberat o,
Ela Rarshaw S1en1, Lverpoo. Tigs—
Fri: 12,30 ~dpin, Sat: 1 am—3am,

FIGHT RACISM and rbe 10 mylis
sdacanion ] Pulilid weeting arganisad Ly
wadinpige g Racsm, 1K and 190 Class
Sacisty, Spozkerst Mike Coafey. Sicsn
RAose, &ahaia —arms olus wan kshicgg and

discudsion . Sdarday 73 Marcs, Paly.
tachnic af Cenial Laridan, 115 Maw
Caveridish Streez, freen 10,30 40 G.30
Dietails o'o HSSHS B Paland Srrast,
w1,

GAY WOMEN'S CONFERENCE: Ta ne
held as Linsversicy o1 €ent gt Capteriry.
Tecrn Fricln: ewn ek 28 Apeil 1o Soday
A2 Bl Plupse weind all ilkas . spiEstiors
s for discussion, apssicatiors vre 2ol
Sherry Mawrunn, Kevnes Collsas Uiy
af Kea: Carterbury, or dhoan Cilhy
MuFerranan Uanmrbury GG

AENGALI FRIEMDS in & uraps disi
elzemhens For Bangadi ook ool Lacal
LFe=in i bagerraticaal e, contost:
Feagul., Mulivadin, Bns 3374, 10065
Bro kb iy, Seaphe e,

MOTTINGHAM RED CERCLES: Wivk-
marcard seeiad ol disee dagiors bessdt an b

vl itics af the Fourth Intarsstioral.
Evrry Zad and Sik Toesday in fhe
rranth @t 8 pere in tne Lion Hiote),
Tl Srrang

"WHEN THE PEQOPLE AW KE': Filiri on
G, Mavenesday 77 Murchoae 7 am,
Croyaon Taghmical Colsos, Gioege 51,
Ciowann, Orgardsen By Crovdopr BT
Wyang Taacksrs,

'FAEEZE PRICES, MOT WAGES":
Sucialist Waoman Farur, speakss—Ling
Browan Trgen Mattirghar Prices Camy
paigr. foptack pab, Tottennam Gois
Moad (Wassan Sireet tube), 8 pen
Wiednaedyy ¥ March,

TARIA AL o *Facis, Hepeession and
the Labaur Meeemans —Kisor & Warth
Hrarr PG pubiic messiag a1 the 'Cros
Ciachlnwond Beradeay, BN ab 730 am
Thursday 4 el :

Jdndachine Saligarity Conferpneg pubiic

Acam ZE, Linaersicy o Londan Linian,

EAI"«'! Hl.'.!l.'.llA: Lek Hor Tan speais an ihe
caltinuing milsary strugoie. adso film gn
ifein tha libprates soeas of Saach Wistnam

magking, Mondgay 26 March g 7,50 00 i

Fel et Streee, Wit

MEN'S. LIB: Men S ingt Secsm Cinfar
Bres, waekend 67 Aprl an Loags Paiy,
Far further intarmazan, write pa Meq's
Groug, 153 Woadbaosm Lane, Laagds 2,

WORKERS FIGHT fulyvic mes: ng, ‘i
Iretand w!ter tha siections’, soaaker Sean
Matyamra, B pm, Sun 28 Morch, Salen
Licar, Brictenia Steeer, Kines Crag, M,

MID-WALES IMG ubdic meesing, Fro2a
Marchar & pri o the Silores's dr s,
Abwrystvyth Chils i kinsan on “AT ey
the slections — which sy frrwveasad, aisg
Stewt Wakes on What aexd M- ssutenis?
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On the fourth anniversary of the U.S. backed coup in Cambodia

‘Victory in sight for liberation forces

O 18 March 1970, while returning
from a visit to the USSR, Norodom
Sihanouk , Head of State of Cam-
bodia, learned that he kad been
depused in 3 coup d'etat led by Lon
Nol—a one-time [riend —and Sirik
Matak -another prominent member
of the Cambodian ruling elite,

The coup sparked off a massive
wave of protest in Cambodia, which
was anly put down—temporarily—
by mn equally massive mvasion of
the country by US and South Viet-
mamese troops on 30 August. This
move was ordered personally by
Mixon,

1m its turn, this development
produced an internntional oulery,
fed by dafly TV films of bound and
decapitoied Cambodian and Viet-
namese peasants (loating down the
Mekong River, jopether with the
destruction of Cambodian rubber
plantations anod villoges hy LA
tanky

Cambodia hed of Gcially enlerad
the Indochiness Revolution,

‘Neutralism’

The cotgy marKed Che end of {wo
conflicting processes. Oin the one
hand, Sthanouk hed {agded (o build a
neutral State, resting on an indepen-
dent economy, and controlled by 4
Govermment which was intended to
umite the various clagses in Cambodia
but only served to foous the conflict
on the parliamentary arena,

Sihanouk's manoeuvres in the face
of numerous conflicis, hased an dip-
lomacy and persuasion rather than
on the struggling masses, wene dooni-
ed o [ailure. Despite all thal happen-
ed in Cambodia before 1970,
Sthanouk never learned that, in an
impenalisi epoch, the road of in-
dependent capitolist desolopment
{for & poor counlry is closed off by
the Torces of the world market, and
that there 5 no meddle road belween
imperinlist domination and the
atruggie for workers™ power.

“ear dicd he understand thal the
economic dependence of aomall
countries on the imperalisl powers
rules out any prospect of real politic-
ul ndependence, Hence Lhe perspecs
tive of developing a national bour-
peidgie~ which woulldl somelwow unite
the contending classes as well as op-
posing imperialism - was simply an
ilusion. Thousands of Cambodians
have paid with their lives for Lhis
mistaks.

US failure

O the other hand , the TS had
failed 1o force Cambodia Into the
samesubordinare relationship enjoyved
by the regima in Lacs anil Saigon ,
The coup suecseded where ccondmic
und diplomatic pressures, numeroes
CIA plats, Thai, Soulh Yietnnmess
anid U8 military expeditions, and
daily bombing of Cambodian lerritory
sdnce | 966 had all previously failed.

Imgide Cambodia, the coup
produced a rapid crystallisation of 1he
clags polarisation that hal bheen dey-
eloping since the mid-1%60s. Within
s week, the Mational United Front of
Cambodia (FUNK)Y had been formed
anid was lghting back, This body
was based very firmiy on the Hed
Khmers: intellectuals and workers.
muny of whom had already left
Phoom Penh before Sikanouk's Tall,
Lo take up the struggle against what
ihey recognized ag a dewéloping LS
puppal elite,

[t is mow four years cince the
goup, The contembing forces are
mizh the same now as they were
then, hut the relationship between
them kg vastly different. The Len
Mol regime now controls only 10%
of the sountry —the capital, Fhnom

Penh, and a few towns, all isolated —
and even hers s control is only
maintained by systematic police
activity,

Famine and disease are wide-
spread, Supplies can only enter
along the Mekong River (along
which keavily armoured convoye
sttempt to pass, with substantial
e en and by air drop; All the
Highways are cul by the FUNK, al-
though they allow selecked trucks
through to allay the starvation of
the urbon masses,

Lon Mol's army, the main base of
his regime, i now completely une-
liable. Whale battalions desert to
the Hed Khmers when Lhey gel the
chamoe, and those that don’t simply
refuse o fight,

Slaughter

While the IS was still bombing
Cambodia (belore August 1973,
wound troops would not advance
until the area hhd besn thoroughly
Tatiened by the B-52s. Now that
that has been stopped, they won'i
move al all, To replace the losses,
women and children have been
drafied, 1o be s=ni 1o g pathetic
slaughter.

As coukd be expectel, there is
widespread dissatiefaction, Alrforce

ol licers have bwice bombed Lon MNol's

pulace, ond there have bocn repesbed
growund atizeks by soldiers on local
profitecrs. There have also heen no-
merois clashes between the police
and the army—one of the more
spectacular was the bulldozing of 5
police station by & tank a few months
AR,

Tha oy undls thot are still nany
way loyal to the regime are the
Ehmer Krom. Thise are 0 mercenary
band origiiaily recrutred by the CIA
for guerrilla setivitis agains
Sthanouk’s Crovernment , They goin-
to battle flving the skull-and-cross
botie | and arg anly foyal because the
Cla sill pays them, and becaus they
know that they will receive no mescy
from the Red Khmers.

Government

The Government itself ia rotten
right Chrough, The hase of the
regpime = almost entirely made ap
of olfice-holders who grew far over
the years by diverfing US wid into
their own pockets, and who are
41 eboingg well ol of i,

These are men like Sirik Matak
who has had very close ties with
vartous foreign concernd for a num-
ber of yeurs, and cannot desert the
repime becawse of his hissory. But it
will also be difficult for such men
to find refupe abroad, because of
the embarrassment Lhey coukd cause
te the IS and its allies. So they are
||H|:I'_l,: tor rermain loval Lo the regimes,
but only Az long as they can continue
ta add oo theat Torfunes, Those who
zonld leave have aleendy done so.

It l& guire clear that Lon Ml
commands no support 8t all from
the masses. [ndeed, the past period
has sesn quite vigorous attocks
mauted on the maglme by siudents
and workers whe oppose him but
are unable to leave and join the
FLNEK.

Liberated zones

In matked conirust to Phoom
Penh iz the Q0% of the coonlry
witich liag been liherated by the
FUINE. Since the withdrawal of US
bombers, there has been no fiphtiog
in Lhe liberated zgnes, and e only
military threal has come from ma-
rauding South Wistoamese wedts.
Indeed. the region 18 so secure thad
the Provisional Crovernoreit
(GRUNK] returned to Canbodia
Inst Aupust.

The agrarian relorm programme

has been widely successful in thess
aress in raising living standards

from near subgistence level Lo the
production of two or even three

rops a year, Along with the stabilisa-
tion of the sconomy, by and largs on

i collective basis, o free medical aid
educational programme is in propgreaz—
new schools and hospitals are being
buili all over the region,

Women have been relessed from
their previous age-old subserviencs,
and there are alsa moves to make the
autonomy of ethnic minorities o

[

Sihapoulk an B recent tour through the liberated 2one of Cambesit

puppel repme much longer.
Problems

Mevertheless, the FUNK faces
serlous problems, The inexperience
of the cadre in facing the palicicsl
problems invelved in consolidating
the base areas, and that of the guer-
rillag i open warlare, has led Lo
serious ditfionlties in defending the
liberated zones, as well as the logs
of hundreds of lives caused by their

grant the GRUNEK diplomatic
fecagnitio, e

What of the futmye? With the
FUKE, the dominant political ten-
dency i undoohredly the Fed
Ehmers, who gaingd the leadership
in siruggle from the “Sihanoukists,”
wio still hold “mewtralist’ concepriomns
and positions.

Sihanouk himsell now accapls
that he ks only a figurehead, com-
pletely without any power, and
nithough the Rad Khmers canriof yet
ditch him becauwss of the personal
loyalty the pessants hove to him,
the tensions beltween the fwo
(arising oul of differences over the
deepening of the social revolution)
hove now heen almest finally settled
in favour of the Red Khmess,

The latter recognise clearly that
there s o gocdal force in Cambodia
between the revolutionacies snd the

reality, Although power is formully
in the bands of the GRUNE, it is
largely éxercised throogh villages
and commung commilless,

O the military front, the genecal
offensive launched at the heéginning
of the dry season has pradually
excilnted. Al the roads into Fhnom
Penh #re comirolled by the Uberstion
forees. To the problems of famineg
and droughl in the capital is added
e rocket and artillery hombard-
ment which has been in progres now
For several months, witlh sccasiona)
breaks to allow reflugess to leave for
the liberated ronea; Most of Lhe
foreign colonics o the capital, a8 well
s the Gtate offices und Lon Mol's
palave, have been hie repeatedly,

—
Town captured
| on anniversary

The fourth anniversary of the Cam-
bodian coup was marked by vet
another victory for the Red Khmers
when they captored the town af
Oud Orn, 18 miles north of Phnom |
Penh. AT the sime time Silkanouk,
on o visit fo Laos, made a poiot of
attacking the Great Powers' for

not coming to his aid,

Assaults on the city subuihs are
gradunlly whictling away al the aren
undar the regima’s control. Even
massive excursions by Cambodian
Army divislons mow fail to dislodge
th: insurpents for mose than a few
davs, and the airport has had o be
closed wsveril times because of the
intensity of the bombardment,

The errugele B nol only aking
ploce outside the city walls, how-
cver. Within Phnom Penl iltsell, Red
Khmer cadres and aympathetic sor-
kefs and stwlerls are engiaged in
piernilla actions, 85 well as o
routine polibical activity, Belore
eich bombardment. these ingucpenta
lzaflet the tarwet area [horooghly
ter watn the occupants to keep clear,

As regards other Inwns, 4 major
amsault was launclexd 2paios e
sgaport, Kontum, o Tew weeks ago.
where thore gre Laspe atoras of Pl
and arms, Despite the aiclift of
1 .00k troops into the town, it i mot
likely to remsin in Lhe hands of the

inability to cope with aithorn
allacks,

These are happily now bedng
overcome, but the crucial problem
for the FUNK, that of supplies, is
not, The mapority of their arms, and
all their heawy weaponry, are 115
made, capturest from pupper farces,
Their desperate shortage ol ammumni-
tion 18 the main reason for the
presant military (alihough not
political) stalemate, zince they dre
unnkle to press any offenave ar
inete thon one point for any length
of time.

The Chincee and Rusian burcaiu-
crats must therefore bear the
respongibility Toe the contioued
existence of the Lon Mol reglme,
Thew are the cnly people who could
have alded the FUNK with miliaey
supplivs, nnd this they have refused
tex dio (although the bourgeois
regimes of Fgypt, Syriz and Pakistan
do ool =em togo shom )b I s
abyviously fudicrows 1o expect the
NLF to supply the arma to the
FUMEK since they themselves are nlao
being very poorly supplisd.

Betrayal

Thia betrayal does not just
arpount ‘o milltary hardware, either,
For borh the Peking and Kremlin
Bureaucrats, the intereats ol peacetul
co-existence lave besn systemarics-
Uy put before those of the Lalo-
chines: Revolution,

Meither China nor the USSR hove
made a sisgle move bo try to prevent
the continustion of US suppart for
Lzn Nol, even on the diplomatic
level, Indeed, op to the end of last
vuar, the USSR continued fo recog-
nite Lon Mol as the legilimate Head
of State in Cambodia (and even ro
service Bussian tanks in his army.)

Asa counter 0o the ndlitary stule-
mite, the diplomalic offensive that
was launched in 1970 has been 1evi-
titlised, pnd the GRUNE won on
tportant victory at the Alsiers
comference of “non-aligned nalicns'
vehen it was recopnised os the sole
Lovernment of Cambodiz, Although
thety Foiled to wet e United Nations
toevict Lon Mol's represcaratives
[ the Azsembly . they did a1 least
suiceed in cunbarcissing the Kremlin
ol B do en abhoot-foce and

repcricnarizs, They cherefore hold
tirenly to a programme of ‘no
compromise,' Thels sio s tolal
vietory willl no concessions, 4 |:||:|ai_-
tion which daily exacerbates the
contradictions mside the Lon Nal
roglme; and hafps it crombie more
and more;

Indechina

Wherhes these sims o he realised
ar not depends esentially on threa
facrors outdde their control, First nf
all, on the Indochinese Rovoliecion asg
a whole, sfnce Cambodia although
relatively isolated iz still sn insrinsie
mart of The revDiuliomITy proCess as
whale in theares. The continaation
i the revolutinpary dynamic in Laos
nnd Yiernam i che best aid that the
Pathet Lanand NLF cun give to their
coarirades on Cambodia,

decondly, it depends om the UEA,
thue LI9SR, and Ching, The USA,
since it is the foree that keeps Lon
Mol i power: £ 800 million ha s
been earmacked for bifs reghne this
yvear, Withoul this *nid’, the puppet
vepime would bardly Base a week, The
LI55R and Ching, since they coald so
casily turn the tide by granting the
manterial nid thar che FUNK a0
urgeatly needs and 2t the same time
forcing the U5 te cease its aid ta
the reactionaries,

Solidarity

However, we hove to reatlse that
it is extremely unlikely that Nixon
atul bz crones will smbdenly becoms
altruists, or that the burcaucracies
in Peking and Mascow will give up
their champagne portiss for some-
thing as distant—and danperous—ag
the Cambodian Eevalution,

This means that the potential
solidority movement i2 key to the
whole situalion, The same foree §hut
helped 1o stop the bambing af
Cambodiz in Avpusr 1973, and of

CHumuiin 1972 and which denied

imperialism the room for manoeovre
vre it needed, so that Wivon wig
fovced to sign the Paris Accords lust
vear, & the forer that can and mxust
aud the Cambodiun Revolurion now—
the solidatity must ke maintained,

Linvid Jehinsan
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MASS
ARRESTS
AT ESSEX

In an all-ouwt attempt to smash the
anfi-victimisation siruggle ot Esex
University, police arrested mare than
80 pickets on Wednesday .

The arrests started af 9.305.m..
when about 250 palice marched up
e & mass pleket of 500 students, and
fried 1o pet some lorres through the
barricades which have been erected,
Az the pickets tefed wblock the
¥ehicles police moved in and made
S0 arrests,

Dwring a brief truce in the early
afternoon discussions took place
Between the Vice-Chuncellor, the
police and the Students Unlon
Executive, but ended in deadlock
wihen the Vice-Chancellor refused to
drop the disciplinary chargss which
had led i the pickets. The police
then resumied their attempts to
smash the pleket and & further 40
were amesied

SERIES OF ATTACKS

This is anly rthe ntest in & series of
police attacks on piclkets ai Essex,
Last Monday a farce of 60 police
surrounded the picket line and
ordered themn to disperse. making 15
arrexts as they were doing so. The 15
wrrested, whio includead 1wo IMG
meambers, were all militants and were
deliberstely pleked oul by Detective
sl Conslable Markham.

Af 8 peneral meeting on Mondoy
evenming ¥ 50 students unanimously
passed 2 resolution Lo sirengthen the
pickets. This was moved by Roanle
Munck and Wil Rich, the two IMG
militants who were expelled last
wik, and wito &gre now the sahject
of a High Court order restraining
them from eniering the campus.

For over three weeks, the delivery
of supplies at Esex hey been stopped
by barricades and pickets. This s a
protest agalnst discipiinary hearings
and victimisbions arzing from the
NUS Day of Action on granis last
term, and the subsequent 23 day
ococupation of the University admini-
stration block,

The pickeling has had consider-
dble effect. The Univeraity i rapudly
running out of hesting oil, (he
redtaurantd are serving ansterity
meals, the coffes bar is closed and
the University shop s ungble o
maintain ils sbocks,

But 5l was probably the turndmg

back of a lorTy containdng £70,000
worth of computing equipment
which spurred the suthorities into
sction.

since then the police have been
very much in evidence on the cam-
pus. Plain clothes men mingle with
students, vans full of uniformed
police regularly pairol the eampus
boundiry road, and there have
been reports of dop-handling
vans slntioned in the car-parks.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

A fatlonal conference met at the
University tast Saturday (16 March)
wilh the support of the Mational
Union of Students io discuss the
currenl wave of repression end
victimismition in colleges, This body
edopted important proposals for
action, The 200 delegaies from all
over Britaln decided:

*To continue the picketing ai Fasex,
ansd o ensiere ABal it i modnrEined over
ihw Enxier vacation by seiling op a
picketing pood, drawn from colbeges all
over [l country,

*To ssbmit & resalaiion io ke NUS
canference in Liverpool calling for full
backing for the struggles at Kend,
Ocfard ond Esso, amd for solidarity
aciend on 4 national end lockl badE nexi
term.

*To calll for a natbosal densensira tion
in London an 3 May demasding the snd-
img of ol iriads, and ihat police shoald be
oepd oui of the colleges,

John MoGeown, President of Kenl
University Students’ Union and
IMG candidate for NUS President,
recemved prolonped spplause from the
Conference when he broughi ihe
greatings of Kent students to their
comrades al Essex, He called for the
continuation of direct action, and
urged delegates to meet the offenafve
by college authosities and the police
head on,

STEN PR ESE

Following the police aftack on
picker par the Ulniver grv of Exex
codehivad sof gudent r have gpne
for sveell the pleket lines from o
reimber of Univerdiier, including
Chelrea College, fmperial College,
Brumel, Lancager, fixford ong
Kent

Telegrams and megageyof
mipport from gudent and frade union
CrEENERNonT e urgerily raguired
and fo Siudent Ukion, Univer sy
af Fraex, Colchesier,

Bitter fight over sacked convenor

Several hundred workers from
Armstrong Fatents plants in Easi
Yorkshire wenl on o one-day sirike
on Monday in pretest ot the fight to
reinstale Jeun Jepson, the convenos
who was sacked in January for refu-
sing to sign away a national TEGWL
apreement guarantesing J0-hours'
pay during the three-day week;

The workers, led by seab slewards
‘Elected”’ under management auspices,
received time of T oaltend factory
mcetings ol which it was decidesd 1o
sefid 20 conchioads to Hull docks,
witere dockers lyave been blacking
all-goods deslined for Armscrongs, in
suppart of lepean’s relnslalement.

The strike leader, Jack Dugsleby,
miasle it plain whose sade he is on:
“We hawe pothing against our firm,”
hesaid. “We are irving to help ir, We
wipnt £ show the dockers thiey can't
rin o affars.’

FALSE ALLEGATION

This wiglt 1o the docks Tollewed on
imrpassoned appeal to the dockers,
containing s Wrge iamber of Czerual
expirs aml toladly false allegations con-
cerming Jepson’s alxlity 1o nepetiave for
the members al Armstrang’s, Sl immedi-
ately wrate a weply 10 his appeal,
amsvwering all the poincs mised, and i
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indicatioms are ibat the dock shop stewands
will not be EHfting iheir blacking.

There & now a vigonmas campaign in
supparl of Jepson to hring the whole
dizmgputable affair into the open, by
means of leafletting and gublic mner.lm.
The va g majority of radesunionis = -on
Humbserside are siill umawars of dhe full
implications of the dispate, amd i liag nog
been in the Inperests of the TAGWLU
digtricr officer, Les Upfold, to open up an
imvosdigalion, From the start of the strug-
gle, Uplodd has played ineo the hasds of
the mEnage e, in apile of (he fact ikal
Jepson wak delemding the amion’s ol fickal
pilicy.

MANOEUNWRES

Larlier this montl, an sitempl was
made 1o call & special branch mesting at
the umion®s headquarters in Hsli o
hring charges sgalian lepson under
TELWL fulbim, This was thrarted when
il war poinied val thot sucls & il coubd
nat be ekl unbess 3 branch meeting had
st ted sach @ course of nctiw, &
such meeting had Been held,

Meamwhile, Uhe Empdoyment Exchang:
bz refused bo pay Jepaon any benefit un
il b end of Maicl, although it will them
bt 10 moeeks since she wap sicked. Finan
cial sugsar Eis therefure urgently regoisd,
g ther wath restlubions of mppori.
These slemald I senl i

ArmestrimgReriki oz,
10 Hiklar St
Bridlingion,

Yaorks,

Red

eekl

Chile meeting to debate solidarity

Chile Solidarity Campaign demors tration at Downing Street on Friday . Tt & only by demars trating in practice that

the working class will not tolergte any link swith the junts that Callaghan can be compalled to-take the mece sary s 1sps”

Ome of the three ex-ministers af the
Popular Unity who was due to stand
itrinl in Santiago—Jose Toha—ls now
teporied by the junis io hove ‘com-
miited suicide” in g military hospital.

Hiz fuperal was the occasion of one
of the firsd open demonstrations of
mass resistance fo the junts, [@ wasg
attended by 3 000 p=ople who began
to chant 8 number of political slogans
until troops and police moved in.

I = agiiost fhis bockgroand of con-
tmuing represion and daily growing
resgarance in Chole that the National
Action Conference of the Chile Solidarity
Campaign wiests ihis Satarday, 73 Manch,
Mene of the demends of the sampaipn
have yet been secured — i British
Anibazmador iz skl i Chile, gid and
leade continue, befare the ead of ibe
manth the Chulb of Paris will be discuasing
loans o the juntn, and refisgess from Chille
are stilf nod belng admitted inta Rritain,

BLACKING

Bt g number of impartant acthons
heive shavwn i way 1o fght Tor these
aitne. In particular, the bhlacking of
Chibsan gonds af Livempoot and the
refussl of workers ot Rosyth and Paris-
ndaiih b0 survice Chilesn warships have
dumuonstrated the possibibitics of working

clasy salidomry

The fadure of the tmde unien hurssye-
facy 10 olfer any conerele supporl (o
these actions anly shows the urgent need
for a conferenae aof tenk and file warkes
Lo come together, o dlscuss not ondy how
blacking can be extended but alza how 1o
crganise throghout the laboar move-.
ment o prevent the isclation of worksrs
who do black Chidsen trade.

The need o fofes the Labour Grovern:
il Lo baeak all finks with the junta sakes
wuch actiong owen mons necesary, [ it
18 only by demonstrating In pracrice thai
the working chas will nol lolerok: any
Umks wilk the junta thot Coellaghsn can
bis compelled o rake the necesry sieps,

o e Face of the shaw trials which
ihe juntn is 0w preparing, an immediate
campaiEn musl alse be coken up for the
rulease af all political prisomers, This
ahvald alad b wsid 2o bring nddirians
pressiume to bear upon the Laboas Baders
B 0T Al Ok,

LESSONS OF COUP
Bat it iz equally impertant that
afongride our-salidarity acdivity thers
abse develops the maxdmum debate on
the lessons of the coup. This is sisential
nat anby because the Chilean evenis have
a slgndflcance which extends far beyond

the hanters al Chile, bat abse becange
they are inssparably bhound up with the
pregent and FREUpe somre: Of evenls

ko thal this struggle agadngl the
Junita §5 begisming to develop and take
va delimite formz, W orientatin
adepted b the parbies of the Oilean
working clos hecomes vifal,

Are the fessons of ane of the hegvose
defiexts of the imtemational workiog class
bedng assimidated For the futuse? Or are
W EIng [0 dve the qame mistakes being
repoatod, with (e develapment of the
strupple being subordinated 1o the search
far an alliamce with the Christian Demac-
rals -0 hourgeois party af present
oppend to the junta's pabicies for its
i meotienal rasons?

The cverwhetming importunce of
these: questioms demandz an immediste and
apen debate on the lesons of the caup
arsd the way Lorsard now, I ihe coming
vueks, Red Weekly will carmy & series of
articles contributing io this, 1f the Action
Comlerenve with a workshop devoied
fo the tmars of the coup '~ sucomd g [h
taking 160 frse steps fowands such an
open debate, g well s deciding o6 con-
ctie forms of scdiderity, much will hove
b achdeved .

GERRY COREY

WOMEN DEMAND ACTION ON COUNCIL'S CHARTER

The Landon Trades Councll hae thoows
wwny an mporiant opporfunity o begin
ke orpanisition of wamen arvomd the
temanils of their “Working Women's
Charter,” This Charier, which takes up
metlirs nol pormally dealt with hy tmde
uniges {inelading abaribon amd niescrics}
Iz been vircslalod throupbsaut the
London trade union mowennent nrsd was
the basin for 3 Londen Trades Council
conlurence am warking women, hekd on
Teeulay,

More ghian 200k woenen, many delepaisd
fraam wmions, atleoded, But the placform
Taileit e provide leadeiship on haw the
wiilereee could he Talleased wpy, aml
discussian con red on individusl sxper-
Eenees in the trado anbdon mavomeent,
without muoh perspective fof aclion.

Whent iskesl what plass the Tredes
Conrnicl Bad for lodkowap work, W, James;
Churwesmain of tles Women™s Advisory
Cornmilbo:, pupluined that fhe Conneil
war heing wonnd ups in fwd mucks fime-
part of g TLE meorpanisarion plan—amd
sab down apn,

v pesoh tons Iroen the fonr sroenp-
Lol Lo L1l this mp, Theae opomils were
annerniicreny, 1Hat Jurnus, [rom tho chair,
risbuznd la follvw recagrised dmde union
(ol arsl Lake gliscussion on boik
befiaro mowing fi U vole, [nsboad she
Tallmwmihed Dirouph a vore on the mesalu-
Lo movand By o memibir af Hagdngney
Trizibes Uil 1 caulled Dor chee soteing up
ol @ aeiun soennilles, membors ia b
acboa fead from variou s diskict eommitcos,
messibly with mix checrsd broan thee cenle
s i,

When dhis sesaluciom tuliegd B v biade-
wanrian annedpced thi: mveling was cliged,

leaving the confrrence willsoul any palicy
At all

Thie alternative resalogjon, which the
Chairwoman refased 10 pul (0 (b oesling,
called Tir an ad hoo committes from the
canference to bepin & Lopdor-wide cam-
padt on the demands of the Charter,
which could dmaw in rank and file
watklnp wopen as well a5 women's Hhe-
mtion groups,

When women rean the Doer tried ta
comiimue the discussion to work st a
pollcy, thi enicrophane was cut alfl and
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the Hphts duened owl.

Women everywhere should (ake this
matter ap kn their wnion branch, demnarnd-
ing that the Charbter shauld be paibilished
o form thie basis For a local compaign, In
Lomdan, we shauld demand ibat ibe
comfereinos (4 secabled | to carry ont che
urgent husiness af planning a cumpaign
of gerion aroend the Charber,

Copies af the Charter, and the two
reasintions from: L Smith, 27 Calsdonian
Ruad, Lemden, M1,

Linga Smith

Please send cash with order to:
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