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MASH TORIES ON ALL FRONTS !

Daspite the massive 81% vote of maners in favour of strike action, Jog Gormley now thirka the
whale thing is a mistake: ‘we ought not 1o fight an election i t

he current dimate, and therefors

gstrike pught to be defarred,’

Speaking 5t 0 meeiing spossvn:d by Brent Trades
Councd last week, Jsck Colling, Keal Asm delegle
o the MUM execwlie, poimied i the central feature
of the prescnt stuation when he sxid: ‘B ix my focling
and ihe general feeling of the Kent executive, Lhat
i the miners go nEton ik sirecis, iy ghould ned
o back until the Sheewsbury 3 are releaneid”.

Thers are lnndreds of ways — Lke the 3-day week,
the wape freezy, and the jalisg of the Ehrewsbary
3 — i which workers hive come under altack from
the: Tories.

The miners, by ctaning "ol an e sineets! coald
hecome the spearkead of o umited warking cas
fhght back, The gim of Heath in galking a peneral
pinetion i to try and stop the mieers going ‘ol
on ihe atreets', and thus prevent the wotking clus
fightimg beck against [he Tary altks,

There is absolutely no ressen fex Cie @irers’
sfrike o b oalled off beczas: e Cavermment has
roepgbed to his Bitest trick. Only. the inegests al
i ruling class would he seaved by much o mowe,

Hiomsever, The Laboar Party keaders and the

1M gt wing will e sure fourge fich 2 courss,
fui paitk-ond-Tile mirers st nob ke led 2long
ek o disastrons opd. 1 the executive fails o

bl the natboral strike a5 planned, there ghiald

b s wnliou b from every paL, and the Anca
Committess should meet te GfgR nise aroa-aide
siribes, Flying picke s dheahl bs gent cal [im

the militant pits ared areas to rally thelr comrddes
i mare beckwand ancas,

T imterests af The rest of s working <lass
vap oy e sepved in g similar way, Conlerences
o the witins lobogr movement masl b erganbeed
1 pvery stel fo orpanise and eoncdinate the
sinzpgle amingd the Tory Govegnment, both in
{he 1actary and at the polis The @ rgamis LHim
af conctete and practical forms ol snlidurily with
the miness, anid laupshing of industrlal pctien
aglivst Phase 3, che Tory lackous and the jailing
af the Shrewsbury workers, and plans Far g mas
anti-Tary campaipn of railis, demonsiratiang
and strikes far the election, should be oo the
agends of soch confereces.

Workers &t the oeeupied Maclaren Control
Faotory in Glaspod: have showm e way by writing
tor the NUM executive and Jocal minets” lodges
alfcring the wie of heir factory 10 the MUM during
the strike, This sorc of injtative should b Laken
up by ELEINCEring workers eviry wheme.

Syl demuondtrations of pracixal salidanty
with the mbseTs are the hest menns of cRoparaging
the milstants i the pite to continae the Tight
apainst il Torwes, The lasechmg ol nasivi
indxistrial artion by the miness in Ik face af
thie Eleciian oall wiild apell ibe Faifure of has
armemTe, anil open the wiy ta ke lotal
Aestructian of chis vkdous enemy of the warking
dnss, the Tory Gewerpent.

VOTE
OUT!

The Tory Government's decision o eall 2 general election was forced on it by the
massive display of fighting determination revealed in the miners” ballot, and the
prospect it opened up of a fullscale working class offensive against the Government

This election is nothing more than a political manoeuyre Linable to defeat the

mmers in the open cl:

5 struzgghe the Torkes have decided to try to do the same job

in a different way, through a ‘red seare” wnion bashing election,
a2 | =

They are aided in this by the cowardly
postions of Wilson and the Labour Parly
leadership. The Labour leaders have consiss-
ently refused 1o support the miners strike, and
have aided the Tories by thelr red badting
attacks on miners’ beader Mick MeGahey.

Bul the working class can stall defeat theae
well-faid plans of the Torles. The steps forwand
is the industrial strugele — with an 815% vote
For a strike — i be furred loto a victory on
the clecioral feid.

il this ean ooly be dose iFasery effore &
pigde Fo preFent the glzericn brealing up IRE
Figkting wnifp of the work IRE closs.

Fer that, of couras, is what Heath hopes to
achieve hy anelection: the srruggies wid be
sukpended, workers will returch to the normal
routing of homie and-job, and Lhe Tary le
machines of the press and television wall
gt o work on them insllvldually. Workars
ir this position are far more valnerabie Lo all
the mubbish oot the “rule of law?, the “nal-
jonal interest’, and the soversignty-of purl-
iament' — ideas which are sugported by the
Lapoui Party Jeadersand the union busedlcrats
us well ag Lhe Tories — than ure workers
ynited in o comowon struggle apains all
these nsticutions of capitalist classTule,

Thug the Tories hove the best chanee of
winning an election under conditions sach
s These,

Alyeady the 'leaders’ of the trade unions
and thi Lobour Porty are falling inte the
Tories” ipap, Wilson has appeided o the
ASLEF men torcall off their action, He
will almnst cermainly appeal 1o Lhe miners
by i Ehesame, Crormiey sald, when the
clection was aonounced “we ought nol to
fight an clection in the cirreat climate and
therefore & strike sught to he deferred”, Thia
would play right into the Tories hande.

[nstead of playing into the hands of the
‘Taries and reaponding to the peneral clection
cill by halting Uhe stroggie, all the strugglen
shoneld Be stepped wp. The miners must procecd
with their strike. ASLEF ghould step up its
[ndustril action.

Omne powerful group of workers whao coobd
weal the Tories' fale I8 the engincers. A national
engineering strike in solidarity with the minscs
and Far the Full engincering claim should be
jaunched immediately, The AUEW executivr
will certainly nor take thie step. Bt moves
are ipeady under way to recall the nalional
vunference of cnEneeTing Ciuivsnors which
met b1 Manchester lasl year, This body should
meel immediately and, bréaking with all
nonsensical idess of sn overtime ban; under:
take to launch district angineering strikes

and coordindgtes Uhem on o national bass,

Other groups in sirugple with the Teory
Government — such widtudents slonld
seize [he opportunity of the election to
slep up thelr struggle,

Lo Fack the whole election campalgn,
and particularly polling day, must he Lhia
necagion For & pasive wave of skrikes and
deromstiations againgl the Tory Goverabent,
The best situation for ai elechon winld e
2 peneral strike -~ which wiplld pose golng
bevond ParlEmentary glecfions Lo renl
workers cleciions,

Linited front comemitiees and lecal conl-
erences of the labour mosement must b
ofganised bl overy utes [0 prepale gich a
CampaipL

[he working closs movwmenl ioust fight
in mvery Wiy podsible fo arnash the Tty
attempl Lo fopment ang individualise
it Instead, the indusinal power, riim be s
and organisation of the working class miuest
be used 1o delernine the cutcome of the
pleesion, 1 this way every section of the
working dlags: including theose that 4o not
pswatly vore dnd even some whe vote far
tlue Taries cn be swing inlo action.

[f the Laboair Parly wess a real parcy
acting in the intereats of the WoTkers, &
anould long ago have swung all 118 resourass
hehind the miners and other workess in
strugzle, It shouid have campaigned fof o
general strike to bring down the Tory
gavernment, Now it should call fora
iamive display of strikes and demonste-
atlons in the election cOMpWign.

Aut there is ot the slightest chance of
it doing o, Wilson & Co not anly fail to
pursue {he goal of socialism, they even
refuse 1o corry ot d real struggle against the
[cries,

The Ioternnptional Marcist Growp is
Favourof people ¥oting Labour, A victory
Foor tle Tories would b a defear for the
wurking clase, while a victory for Labout
would encourage the fighting spint and
aelf-confidence of the workers” movement.
For this reason the outcome of the election
will affect not only Pariiament but also the
far more impoetant struggle oulside.

Bul no confidence whatsoever can be place
in e Labour traitors, We say: Fote fabour
Hur rely o Four own STuERles, Oly through
resolute mass actions ~ through strikes and
domionslrations - and on the kasle of sheddin
all illugions #hoatt Lhe reformist class traitors
who lead the Labour Party, can the working
clase both defeat the Torics in this election
and prepace to deal with whazever Grusernime
poines ool of i



Chrig Davies [Report)

Prigie

What s needad is 8 practical test of the willingness of te workers to act in defence of the Thres.'

SHREWSBURY CONFERENCE

‘It &5 quite useless for a string of CP speakers to record impressions about thelr partscular localities,

VOTES FOR TOKEN
ACTION ONLY

By DAVE BAILEY

When S(M) delegates to the recall Liverpool
Conference on Shrewsbury met in St George's
Hall last weekend, the first thunderciaps of a
mimers sirike were hreaking over their heads

But the delegates voted for a plan of n:llun
which seems to have been drawn up in the
expectation of distinetly milder weather,

The resolution moved by the Liverpood
Trades Council calked for a national day of
action to be held during the week conmimencing
18 March, "The form of action 1o be decdded by
meelings of workers al fctories, docks, building
sites gic, but mass support for o national demon-
stration i London and lobby of Parlisment
should be o firsi priodty.”

The platform did nol seem (o nofics that hy
March we might be slapin the middle of a
muiners’ girike, with the country on g 2-day
week, ind the Tory CGovernment fighting far
its life. Under these circumatances, a national
day of action on Shrewshury would hardly be
noticed by the Government—whercas indelinite
siriee acbion over Shrewsbury could pel the
koot in once and fior all.

CPVICTORY

The Trades Council line is even more shart-
sighted in view of the ruling by the High Court
last Friday. The appeals are now sef Lo start on
19 February, one month befare the scrion
proposcd By Liverpocl Trades Council, The
platbarm adjusted o this situation only by
calling for a lobby of the Appeal Court on the
I Yith,

Ihe Conferance was anolber victory for the
palities of the Conimunist Pasty 1o the Shews-
bury campalern. The CF beleves that (he olficwl
teaderships can be activated only 5o long as the
rank and file do not take any independent
inifintives which might antaponise them. In this
conception of the world, the new opporlunities
craated by the siruggles of other groups of
woTkers such as the miners are in pracilee
irrelevant, and the obicctive needs of che situs-
tion, auch &= the need to respond speedily when
mililanls are (hrown into jail, are ignored.

Those who spoke of the need for tough and
apeedy action to release the Three wers soid
o b ulici-lelt and wnrsalistic. One speakeor
after apother spoke of the widespread (gnorance
aver Shrewshuary, That the naliong] press had
totally ignored the trials, and chat it would not
hawe Been posible 1o g2l a movemnent like the
one which released the dockses from Pentoa-
vilbe. “We'we gat ro start where the lads are,
rob where we would like them to be” as
Pete Carter put if,

It would certainly be foolish to claim that
every worker, or even the mgority of the move-
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menl, undessiood the isues ot Shrewsbury and

were poepatid to take notion. On the olber hund,
speedy uclion is imperative. Any serious working
class lesder would fry 1o find 2 way &0 sadve this

viry real dilemma, instead of harping on exclas-
ively about the subjective deficiencies of tha
mavament

FLYING PICKETS

A solution could be found o the building
workes o lhe major centres—a group of work-
erd who gre substantially educared over $hrews:
bury —took the lead in strike action, Flying
pickeis would then be avoilable to spread the
sirugge 1o groups who aren 't Thus the tasks
ol gebling a strike movement wnder way 2nd of
educating other workers are not in the least
contradecdary . [t was precisely to com bine
these two things that the Ayig pickel was in-
vented—the very weapon the B0 delspies
were supposed Lo ke there to defend.

In any case, political back ward ness over
Shrewasbury i oot jusi simple ipnorance of the
wsues. What is peally at stake is whether work:
ors are peepansd tooct, 1t is quite wseless for 3
slring ol CP speakers fo vecord bnpressions
about the mood in their particular localities,
impressions which generally conlmadict one
ainather depending on the point being made.
What iz needed 8 a practical fest of the willing-
ness of the workers o ect in defence of the
Three. The flying picket is the best dest 50 fae
devisad,

But the CPame opposea to o builders’ sirike
official or winefficial, As Kevin Halpin put i
The huilders can't ead . . We must kil this
stone dend,’ This ol cowrse s exactly what the
CF has heen doing. The North Wales Defence
Commitbee told men bo go back to work on |
lamuary, and the Birmingham DCATT resolu-
tion Lor o national stoppage starling in the
Birmningham arca was killed by a wall of
silence.

MINERS' STRIKE

Only twe speakers understood how the
miners strike provided o new opportunity Tor
developing olher strupples of the working cless.
tndluding the fight (o free the Three, Cathy
Adams, a NUPE shop steward and member of
Southwark Trades Cooneil, apoke aboul the
need Lo go beyond solidarily wilh the miners,
und for all workers betraved by their leaders
ower Phase 3 foressubomit thels elaims,;

Terry Bareett, Chairman of ¢he Barking and
Dagenham Defence Commettee and convenaor
of Willinny Warnes Rubler Co, sdid a sinike on

the 1 Sth was pointless unless building workers
tnke indefinite strike action. He went on 1o sy
that o huilding strike around Shrewsbury
should be linked to the miners' strike, and that
the miners should explicitly have as one of
their demands in & sirtke the foseing of Lhe
Three, :

Thits g5 the way Forward for the campaign,
A mimers' strike, whers picketing becomes
the key spuestion For the minems and the
millicne of workers who will Be in solidarioy
with them, could be used 1o despen and
escalate the strugele over Shrewsbury.

The NUM should immediately adopt os
official policy the demand for the release of
the Three and an end to che trials. i should be
added o the demainds at present coatained L
their cliim.

The KUM should slso conclude reciprocal
agreements with the T&G and VOATT at all
levels under which these npions would join the
miners in sirike action 1o free the Three, Lo (ree

-manpower tor the miners’ mass pickets and to

tead inbo sirike acbon ather sections of worke
prepared to fight for the release of the Thoe,
Lucal Shrewshury Defonce Commitiess

ishould now be serting aboul the creation of

plokering poals in svery area, with special
telerence to the pesd to defend the miners'
pickets,

Two things came oul of the Liverpoal
{Conference which could assist in this struggle.
[t proposed a2 serbes of reglonal conferences
to b held throughout the counbry befose [8
March. Some of these are already planned. .
Cthers should ke organised as rapidly as poesib
and should include speakers from the NLIM,

DEFENCE OF PICKETING

L iverpool Trades Council alsa decided to
aecept an amendment whick said: “The aim ol
this Conference should be 1o establish close
tinks hatweed the miners” airike and the fighe
to free the Three,” Howewer, this wus nol made
dear to the confersnce, 80 moat debegates will
be upaware of the imphcutiong of the amende:
rescintion. The Tradea Councif ehowld clorify
thic by taking the lead in orgonising action alop
these lines, such 23 making a public sppreach t
the Lancashire WUM delegate who spake at the
conference in a typleally sectionalist manmer
ol the theme of the epergy crisis! —or by takin
the lead ln organising an action such 35 8 mass
picket which includes 3 large hody of minecs.

A foanr erruggle by miners, huilding worker:
and atheri around the defence of pickefing
oanild praride ane of tke avenier aloag whilch
fhe meinere’ pivikce conld e furned ingo @
geaeral firike

UCATT leadership
scabs on Three

Oy a few dows hefore the Shaewshery Three appeal
Lz 1B High Couet spabnit ek cdmviclions, e kead-
ers al LCATT cantinued their conseseent hetraval af
ihe Thmee by izame o scaemeont ta strengthen the
hand af the judgs,

The sialerment speaks of the ‘arimiogl wohnuguss
o Shonewsbary pickets decided 19 adopt, s code
dzmning the Thide &4 puilte of the charges,

Thi: stabement gacs an o discounge aiber workers
feom defending thy Theee by fostering the ilusan
{hal “The rrinl of the workers al Shrewslaary caenot be
visward s an allaek on picketing in gl . o The
Favd i¢ Lhar it wos a gueslion of enforeing exisding las
ralhur (han a new deparan,’

Thae scabs of the DCATT Coancal krow this s a
stinking Se, The LOATT Council hapes a gpread
conlusion amd meake 8 vapeey For the ]|'|ﬂ'| Courl ko
keep the Throve in jail They keaow fizl] wcil that the
wadeision of crimmal canspiracy o the vvarsday
acbisns al’ Crade unlong coens 1hi way far ox lensive

attecks by the police,

While the UCATT Conncil asks the TUC (G sbeag
o b Home Seoretary about rive lemgth of che senber
ces, U Thees ere to be sacrilissd oo the attar of
bourgeois kgality . . “We have no powss dnder e
mabes ko grant bgal aid 1o the Shoewsbory pickels whe
are dharged with cammiiting suth [criminal] acts,
nor waild we be ween 1o be copdonlng the ase of
thess technigues to fifther industrial emd s, Rousver
lepilunate rheses endy may be

This last scoremend is an apen invitation fo e
Slale Lo alep up it athacks on warkers, alang the lines
of Shmewshury, secure 1 The Knowkedpe that UCATT
al [eash will nofeven put op money far e delence,

The Council makes if clear: thev widl absnden any
isenther wha is even chonged (el aloes Cowmd gulllyv]
with a srimmal offence tn the course of fighting Lhe
clas struggke. I this policy iz saroed ont congskently
miany rade waiomistswill find themselves in prisen [o
want af legad aid, ar Wil gaphy r-.~1'||y e g e i
pleker line at all

I bz what the UCATT Loungil wanss?



The decision to hold a national miners’ strike from 10th February opens up, just as the 1972 miners’ strike did,
enormous possibilities for working class victory. But in 1972 the great fruits of victory were wasted: The anies were
left in office and they masterminded a counter-attack which ended in the imposition of Phase Three. This time there must
be no such mistakes. JOHN MARSHALL details the crucial steps which the working class can take

groups of workers

Acioording to the press and to Jim Callaghan,
the miners” siruggle will be & long and bitter one
This will undouheedly be the case if the st

of the working clazs stands idly by, But it need
st happen if the rest of the working class

joins in & combined offensive. This will ensure
that the struggle will be won and the Tonies
defested swiftly and decisively,

Undoubiedly big working class solidarily with
i miners will be shown. This B necded buisit
b nol enough. All experience shows thal massive
mvolvemeni in a struggle can oaly be gained
when all those involved are also Dighting for
thetr own deinamnds.

This means that engineering workers must
sitike for their pay claim; Yauxhall and Ford
workers for their recenily submitted demands;
ASLEF ghould call & national strike: industrisl
sciion should be taken io free the Shrewsbury
1 and stop the trials; power waorkers shoald
refuse (o operale governmeni cuts and impose
workers control on the power indusiry | S lindenis
shonld tals all-out sction fo win their gants
demands, and 50 on. i this & done an irress-
tibie weigh! will be thrown against the employ-
ing clas and the chances ol every seclion win-
ning will be enormously increased.

In the case of the engineers, the Manchester
comvenors meeting shouwld be recalled to take
national sirike action, and distoct shop slewards
mesimgs should call egional sinkes. In the
case of Fords end Yeuxhslls the shop stewands
commitiees can fead action. All the musi, of
course, be in addition to full solidarity sction
with the miners

Self defence
of picket lines

In the 1972 miners” sirike , the Governmenl
and the employers used massive repression
aprinat picket lines. Since then they have
become even balier prepsred through Lhe
creabion of police anti-picker sgunds, the
seiting up of a national anti-picker centre,
the sentences m the Shiewshury treale, and the
se ol Lha army in the Glasgow lremen's sirike

In 1572 the way to defeat these attacka on
pieckets was demonstrated, Al Saltley, the
massive |8, 000-strong picket defeated the
potice. In otlher arcas scald wieliding iron rods
were smished

This time again defence of picker lines on g
missive scale must be orgnised. This must
- propared Immedialely throogh Lhe crealion
of picketing pools and pledpes of proups of
workem (o defend éach |'|‘.!|E'r-.';||¢_'kr.l linesx, The
siruggle to free the Shrewsbury Three and stop
the !'i1ln.‘-w:il:-|.i|::.- trials 15 & key part ol |he delfence
aof picketing.

Non-trade union
sections of the

population must be

brought into the
struggle

in the 1572 serike . aparet from che support
mmed From e Esbowr movemen!, many
other lavers and orpamisationg aided the
sifuggie, Even more cowld Be broaght ncs the
struggle this time,

In parcicalar, che following growps muost be
milfied in support of the strugghes:

Tenants asacaiations can house flying pickets
and previde all softa of sugport;

Organisation of women in the sirike can
play-a key role, The women's centres estahlished

by e wiomen's Eberation movement, for
axample; can provide sccommedation and help
ter co-ondinate tocal picketing pools;

All student organisations must be placed al
the support of the miners and other groups in
struggle &5 well a5 ITnunching an all-out fight for
their own demands:

Laboor Councils and Latour pariics must
place all their lacilities at the support of the
sinkers,

Democratic
organisation of the
struggle

In order Lo ensures maximum participaiion
in the fght and it victory, every siruggle must
be organised snd waged in the most democTalic
way posalble, In the 1972 miners’ strike the lack
of such democratic organisation ted 1o a cripp-
ling weakness when the union leaders called off
the pickets, thus effectively ending the sinke—
hefore any decision had heen taken by the NUM
members. This would never have happened
il democratically elected strike and picket cam-
mittees had been established. It would have
been these committess which waold have set up
ihe pickets, decided when to call them off, and
conducted the peneral running of the strike,
whether to end it and so-on.

Democratically elecied stnke committees
together with frequent mass meelings must be
=siablished as the rule right at the beginning
of the steike, for 2l proups of workers engapsd
in struggle. The Glasgow fiemes showed the
way here stnoe 1t was through these methods
that they were able fo oblain the salidarity
necesmiry Lo win Lhelr greal victary.

Organise action
committees and
councils of action

In 1972 the solidarity miners received (rom
the workimg cless and many other sections
of gogiety was mopnificenl, Bul it was ofien
Loty et gandsed , Chialy o 2 few greds, pariicular
larin East Anglia, were real democralic solidarily
action committess ser up which inwolved olher
Uraghe undodiscs as well as miners and which
alsa orgunised student and tenants” asgoclations.
[he organisation in pars of East Anglia was
very succeasiyl, helping bo plan (he defence of
pickests, watching the ports for imporl of coils,
amd 5o on. Bur bn oclver seeas things wers
dunpernusly rumshackle

This time right feom the beginning action
commiltees and councls of aclion must be set
up which can co-ordinare the stmaggle. Already
i goune aneas, such ag Rotherham, Oxford,
und Chesterfield, conferenoess have been beld
which drew together forces to diseuss the way
forward lor the struggls,

[mitiatives of this kind can be organised
i other areas. The aim muost be (o develog
el covneils of action of the tvpe that develop-
egd in the 19726 General Sirike,

Vote Labour but
rely only on your own

struggles

Une development which the working class
movement mav well he Faced with i the
dedneng weckd 18 a geinerdl eleetion, The Tories
hawe Failed (o break the resdsiunae of the
mineed throagh the three-day weck, the ned
scare, und the relenlless press cimpaign, Now
the Crovwernmenl s playing with tha ides of an
election. The working clogs tnovemend muost he
very clear whiat such s electon would mean.
Il waonld be anallempl Lo uss Lhe cowar dly

to ensure the miners’ victory and sweep the Tories from office

A PROGRAMME FOR
THE MINERS STRU

Joint action with other

retreat of the Labour Parly leadership and the
political bockwardness and reformism il the
working class leadership in general to'try Lo
achizve by the ballal hox what the Torkes can-
not achieve in the open fisld of clas struggle

The aim would he ta defeat the indostdol
power of the working olass by a political offen-
sive, A peneral election would be designed to
atomise the working class and Lo atiempt to
convince them that the solution to their prob-
laens liss not through struggle hut through
Pariiament and the rule of law.

This is the main fact which revolutionarics
miust explain in any slection. The tasks which
flow from this ape very dear:

To opposs afl moves (o call off strugpics
during the election pertod. Struggles musi be
imtemsified at this fime;

To intervens L the campaipn in such o way
as b break down the attempt o atomise the
working class, This means by organising demon-
sirations, steikes, and 5o on.

Of course, in any eleclion called now gocial-
izix must argue for a vobe for the Labour Parly
whers there is no revolulionary allernative. The
victory of the Torles would be seen by the
working-class as a sethock und would decrsase
confidence and combativity . A wictory for
Labour would have the opposite effect.

Howewer, the main gim of any campaign
muest be bo sivess that the electoral game will
not decide anything in itself. That Labour
or any government hasad on the Parfiamentary
machine cannot be trusted and that all struggles
must be coftinwed to achiewe their ponls regard-
tess of whal government i elected, The stogan
“Wote Laboar but rely only on your awn
siruggles’ must be the key one for any edection
CHMPEI gL

The nicat important lesson of the 1972
miners’ sirike angd what has happened since is
{hat never again must the Tories be el o office
o pull capitalism's chestnuts ool of the Gee if
the employers suffer g defeat in the stnke.

GLE

Thiz time the workipg class must go for the
kill, A genceal atrike can achieve far more than
jast chaping o govesnment but at the very
minimuen i st set itself the aim of driving
the Torses oul, Arther Scargll, whatever the
reformism of the mest of his politics, showed
the way here when he openly called Tor a
generl strike, He suid: T call on the whole of
the trade union movement for a general scriloe
1f we have to sorike the whole 10 million
workers in the TUC should give full suppaort
by jodciing dn a gencral sirike,”

He is absolutely mght. Bul it must be o
general strike o bring down the Tory povern-
ment. Onby this con once and [or all stop the
Tories in thedr attacks and manoeuvres and can
opon the way for socialism,

Arthur Scargill was also Aght when he sgid:
9f the TUC give the call for action it cn be
carried through ata moments notce.” Bvery
militant must fight for the recall of the TUC
precisely fo nrganise such a afrike. But this
miust nor be waited for.

As wilh the Uresging of the Pentonville
Five and with Saltley, the maost effective
action—and the one that in any case stands
the hest chancs of getting the trade union
leadership to act—is immedidte sction, Apart
frovm joint stroggles for claims, any big local
working class sirike action in the coming pering
can lend towards a general strke, The slogan

From a miners’ strike
to a general strike to

bring down the Tory
government

ix ahowve all the one
that must echo through the warking class
movement in the meeks L0 come,

Kk S i

Taachers from more than 20 schools gathered on Monday to denounee thelr unban leadership

Militants challenge NUTsell-out

When Max Morris, President of the Natonal
Union ol Teachers, acrived at Marylshone Town
Hall Tasi Monday topur the stamp of approval
oat the Union’s acceplance of an affer of 7 por
cenl, hie was met by over a hundred teachers
from six Iocal MUT associations and more than
30 pehooks, _
The picket had been organised al shorl motice
to show apposilion Lo the 2ell-out and to what
i b effestan not of scahbang om the miness. It
vt Lhe firdt incdication of the boost which 1ha
miaers have pven Lo workers in Lhe publle sector
whose leaderships have sectled within Phase 3.
The claim mude Lo the picket by Edward
Britlon, SUT General Secretary, thal he wag &
ranlist” und knew whal wag avallable at the
present fime, did not impress the teachers,
Thiw argued with him that the only way forward
i L Limk the teachers” strugple with that of the
miners. A viclorioug miners” atrike sould open

e way tooa renswed offensive by all workers
whnse claims hawe been ‘setoled’,

At a mecting called by the pickets, it aus
cecided Loosel wp an ad-hec committes 1o build
strike pofion among leachers against the sall-
nut, and in solldarity with the miners. The com-

*mittes is to copsist of delegates [rom local
associalions and achools who aupport this initist-
e,

The committee's aim shouwld not simply be Lo
develop solidarty with the miners’ strugple. It
gkt ld fiphr for an agreement ol mutwal suppori
tatweens teachers and minera. Teachers should
nob wail For Lhas or that local &580c1a ton to en-
dorse the commites, I they are prepamad Lo
fight the sell-our they should artend the first
meeling.

Further inlormatiosn can ba ohtained from
I . Duveen, 01-224 349],

JIM DOMGGHLE
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report on

being. The l.hr-:-t_dunrﬂlﬁﬂn
and defermined bid o use the framework of
ihe relativities report as 8 means of reaching
& deal with the TUC, The TUC has so far rejec-
ted this, but on the prounds thai the report

is ‘complex’, leaving the door open for further
discussions,

Ini Gaict, the report is extremely Smple—it is
an integral part of the Tones® incomes podicy,
and i3 scoeptance means acceptance of thai
pokicy.

The report makes no bones aboul thas facl.
It beging: “Cur task has been o examine the
probiems of pay relativilies arnsing wit hin and
between groups of emplovess, bearing momind
thal the aim iv 12 find ways of making progress
i dealing with there problems within the over-
aff poy limil set for the counfer-infledon prog-
ramme.” (guthor's emplasgis

By “relativilies’ the hoard refems (o the relal-
ionship between the levels of pay of groups of
workers who are nol members of the same
negotiating grovp. The term “differcntial® is
ussd in 2 spEcial eense 1o dencte pay differences
within g singhe pepotiating grouwp.

Ak |hi.- report poinids out, Fhase 3, by apply-
g its *T per cent .o £2.25" limit 1o the total
wapes of a negotiating group of workers, does
allow fior the adivstment of ‘differential”, 1o
this sense, Bt the relativities are o differcnt
i tter,

An incomes policy which seis o low cf.iJi_ng
on wige rises will tend to freeze the existing
Siructune, beciuse mosl groups of workers will
riegotiate rises al of near the fegal limit. Thus it
will be wirtually impossibbe 1o glier the nelation-
ship between the pay kevels of different proups.

PERMANENT AND STABLE

Herein lies the real impartance of the relativ
1l reporl, Some means of adjusting pay nelat-
ivities over the'long ran must be worked oul il
i compulsery irbomes policy i be both perman-
el and 5tabe

In the words of the Pay Board: “There can
be Hitle doubit that some element of e xibility
s necessary for [he stabality of incomes paolicy
il 1t is to last more than o shon perod.' Or
dgaint “We therefose recopnize 1he desirability,
indeed the necessity, to adapt a |_|_'||'||i|.|_|_|'.g
Incomes podicy w0 thel some provsion can be
madeé for resofvimg problems of pay relation-
shiips.'

A pay strocture arising Trom wiage |'ur[!.1I!|-
ing unreguleted by the siale & never rigd, A
vanely of arcumstances OPErale o _'.'ll-\."-lll.-h.‘h.'
fr T shafts in the siructure. Indeed. such
shifts kre essent@al for the smooth funcioning
of the capiialel explorlation ol wage labaur

The report pednts to fwo arcas in whicl seri-
ous ditficulties can ensue il provisions nre not
miade fior a similor adjestment of wags relatint-
s wnnder imcommes pobicy, The Firsl is laboar
shortages, The lével of wapes is 8 crwcial factor
in artrdcting labout intod particular imdusities
amal jots, and changes in demand For Lk
[egULDE adiustiment o relative wage levels il
labhor shor fages dre aol o dewiop, The
current crisa in the public sprviees - particularly
in: Lomrd o —is 8 casé dn paint,

The wlher area which the board points 1o 4
thefeeling of a particulor pronp of workers as
i the “faimess’ of their pay, which, the Board
argues, 18 nestly alwavs perceived moderms of
redatividies. Again, a variety of factors can alter
the basis on which relativitios sre evalualed amnd
the attitude of & proup of workins towands the
Tairness' or olherwise ol their wapes

For e pample, techoologeal chanee can up-

grade the skill and fraloing reguired in u particul:

it job; and mve rise (o feclings that wages should
D2 wpped acoardingly 1o bring workers in ling

with others whose jobs regoire ssmilar attdbutes,

A sBystem which is unable o miake-thess ROTES OfF
adiustmenis s hoaind o engender wery bitfer
comflicts as groups of workess atiempl (o push
Doni - whil they leel o be more fust wapes. des-
pite the wapge limit imposad by law

COMCEPT OF FAIRNESS

Iy fact, this concept of ‘Tairnes” 1% 4 Hlse
ome, 1t obvicgsly has nothing to do with
attncking exploitation under the capitalist
wage syslem - guile The opposite, it is desipned
to enaure its most trowble-free operation, The
demand for 'a Tair iy s waige For o Tair day’s
work' is no more than a deimand thar tle rat
of exploitation dhould be unilorm throughout
the capitalist economy —a demand for eguality
of servitude. As Marx remnarked maore than 100
years ago, this miserable reformist slogan must
be replaced by the cevolutionscy demand
‘aholition of the wage sysiem'.

Hut the Pay Board's srpument docs stike
a sound chord with the trade union huresocrils
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the sugar-coated tip

of the Phase 3

iceberg

The Pay Board’s report on wage relativities
seeks to strengthen the Government’s
incomes policy by allowing for adjustments
necessary to ensure its long-term stability.
CARL OWEN examines the proposals and
their mplications

Counter - Inflation Act 1973

CHAPTER 9

The Relutivities Repori is based salidly on the Tories’

‘counter-inflation’ policy, Des-

pile its stance of oppesition to Tory wage controls, the TUC has left its options
open on the Report. Is this just the beginning of an attempt fo smuggle acceptance
of the incomes policy in through the back door? Will the TUC and the Tories try
to do a deal in which concessions are made Lo the miners in exchange for the TUC
underwriting Phase 3 through cooperation in the procedures sef out in the Rel-

ativities Report?

whin kaye long inwnked |he refnrmmis? .|r5u.rn-r'-|l
af "fairness’ as g conlral negotiating principle

In the past thescoold be a successful halgau.l-
ingalewice, giving rise 1o leap-Tmgging’ in wags
negotinhions, One proup of workers =ould
negobiafe bip wags rises to najrew differontials,
and anothwr would theo argue o sander rses
In restore differentialy, all in the rame of fair
ness’,

Sach tactics were alwavy potentially divisive
snd dangerons But aeder o compulaopy
inenmis pobey they betome disasirods. Fhe
applicarion of Phase 3 limiss o group wages
alresdy serves tooopen up sharp diveaons within
proezps who gceept the Phase 3 rises, as they are
loncced Lo bagge over who gets whal The relat-
ivities report proposes 0o extoad this griccipte
ol “divide and rale’ by applying it 1o relilions
bz topzen different groups:

[hebagic ide s is that a growp eockd apply
o o winge riee shove the lepal lme, on che
eround fhat speci! fociars enlitle them o an
aijusiment of their relutive position in the
wages leapue table, To satsfy the conibriomes
For sush o rise they would have fo maks a cose
thar they were entithed 1¢ a rise which no olher
group of workers deserved,

SAFETY VALVE

“The casence af 4 ¢laim under the heading
al pelalivilies is that one growg should move in
riclarion ta arhers (aulloe’s emphasis), This iz,
al vourse, the logic of the special case' which
the TULC has swallowed complelely in the
case of the miners, The net effect of all this
wiolld be bo channel the eneegics of the Lrade
wnions away Trom an gltack oo the principls
of an incomes policy and towards lehting

pmong themselves over the division of the
toral Aom that the incomes policy ullots them.
The relativities mechkamism is also o usefal
sifely valve to permil concessions Lo any
puweriul growp of workems, wilhoal allowing
it hode bo be punched in the policy through
which the regt of the frade union movement
cim marsh. The ided of ‘fairneas’, in the lanpoape
ab the Pay oard, is harely distinguishahls from
the iden of ‘bargaining powsr’: The board sup-
pesia that =, . . the madn comeern should be with
the posthilities ol achieving significant shif'ts
o selativities Tor cases wsually affecting Considear-
abbs numbers of employees whizh are of impor-
tance to the comminity as o whode '
Aut prohlems of Faimess in pay relativities
conld equally well anse among @ siall groug,
ol very limited imporance 1o the communicy
a5 3 whole' (for wlich read 1he rublag class'),

working L‘-].E.!»B would lhm have Lo underarite;
At the samé time i would enable the Gioveen-
oent te Hame bis falurs to do anyihing ybont
the plight of the lower paid on the 'geeed’ of th
more poweiiul sections,

There are certain conditions that must be me
to make such & scheme etfectve. The Pay
Board potes; "On the sssumption that the
amount available for all wage tnoreazsas is limii-
e, other groups must bear the cost of any
apecial treatment, The number of beneliciaries
must Lherelore e kept small.” [T the refusal te
mant apecinl consideration, or the deduction of
the cost of extra increases for some out of the
pay packets of ocbers, is seen exclusively as the
gctinn of the Gowvermment, then the Governmen
will achieve Litle in the way of defusing oppasis
ign toirs incomes polioy,

The report sugpests aue mjor way around

INVOLVING THE TUC

thix—the direct invalwinent of the TUC in the
telativities mechanism, It would be risky to
involve the TUC rea clasely in the working of
the policy, Tor that would jusl give rise to end-
lpas hegeling. Ir muat be brought close enough
{n lend ifs hlewming bo the business, but not 5o
close as to jam up the works.

The report proposes that the ©BI and the
TULC ghould be hvalved tn a preliminary selec->
tion process to determing who is elipihle for
special consideration; that a Crovernment body
ahould evaluate the case and make recommen-
dationss and that the final decigsion shoold be
made by the Employment Minlster, Tl
Government would thus retain the whip hand.

Ap the moment the TUC &5 maintaining ils
stance of tofal opposition Lo Phase 3. Any open
gatresr from this poaition would be seen by
miany workers as a great betrayal and weuald
greatly wieaken che dnfluence of the TUC, Bul
o more devious retreat is well within the reabm
of possibility. Already many trade wnion leader

mmcluding ‘feftrwingams® Hke Scanlon and
Jomes—nre going along with Fhase 1 in proctice,
while conrinuing to appoede (0 wards,

Az Red Weekly pointed ol soome Hime agn,
the Tories will only maks substintial conosssiog
1o the mipers it the TUC aprecs o underwiloe
Phase 3, The TUC canmer do this in so many
wards, hul the Tories hove miife it clearthat
they would go for acoeprance of the relarivitier
FEROrD, precissaly hecauase il s rlc:-l'ling less 1ham
the sugur-coaied tip of the Phase 3 iceberg

If the trode union movement accepls th |
releiiilies repord, 1l 15 then on record urai_r,p;
vnions whe are unbappr abour Phate 3%
impacl Lo go [esr a relativibies ciiwim, ruther
than opposr the incomes policy s etich. This
may lewd tor concesgiong Tor some worksts {il
certainly would for the miners), ke oiaby-at
the expense of athers. The warking class a2 2
whole would b mars fiemiy Lnprisoned (han
ever willin the Phase 3 tmap,

If the Governoent is able to weatler the
naticmal miners” sivike for any lengthv of tme,
af F the union burcaicrats ger warried ahoul
the scule of the siripgle against the Tories, the

[UC iz almost cortain to buy the Taries' relasiv-
ilies soheme, WMo mutler how it is dressed up;
thiz wonlid be a colessal betrayas and 3 sennus
gefadl For the workers' movement.

An imoediate programone of explanation
whot the nature of the Pav Board s proposdls
musl be undectiken througour the trade
wricn mcvemen l, amd resolubons gassed calling
far rneonditional rejection of the relativities
repurl, ind any mpchinery conneclbad with
an incomes policy under capitalism.

There 15 ome sure way, of makiog 0 impogsihle
for the TUC to engioeer auch a deal. Every
proup of workers who have & claim that goes
agaipet Phase 3. or zre digsacisfied wich thed
Phase 3 rise, should join the minets; tnoa magsiye
uniced onslaught an the Torles' pay pobioy. The:
thers will Be ne ‘special cose b0 bargain owgr.

Cave L{wEaEN

University of Warwick :

Maonday 11 February {7.30 pm):

Thursday 14 February (1,00 pm): Public meeting, ‘Repression and the law’. Speaker
fram the Mational Council far Civil Liberties.

Wednesday 20 February (7.30 pm):

ALL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK, COVENTRY,

IRISH FORTNIGHT

. FPublic meeting, "The present situatiaon and the
tasks of the Provisionals. Speaker: Seamus Loughran, Belfast Provisional Republican.

Public farum, 'Have the Provisionalsadvanced
the struggle for national liberation and socialism in Ireland?’ Speakers from Sinn
Fein, International Marxist Group, Communist Party, Clann na h*Eireann, and I8,




Preparing for the miners’ strike

The launching of & national miners' sirike on
the boss of last week's masshe pit head vote
for sirike action is only the opening round of
what could become 3 major show of strenglh
between the Tory Government and the working
i,

For the next few weeks the centre of
atiention will shift ovway from NUM headguoar-
ters in London and the to-ing and fro-ing al
Downiing Street and Whitehall, o the power
stathons and the minerd plcket lines scvoss the
country.

LEFT IN THE FOREFRONT

This shalt wall inewilably mmvolve 8 retreal
info the background —albedt temporary—fod
NUM President Joe Gormley and his fellow
right-wingers on the execulive, These are nol
the people who will be lesding the struggle on
the gound., Thal job will fall to the NUM =M
the men who come from the most powerful and
militani mining sress {Scotland, Yockshire,
South Wales) and who can elaim a real bage af
sipport among the men in the pirs.

Last week we looked at two of the most
important trade union lefis of the | 920°s, A_J.
Cook and Herbert Smith, leaders of the NLM's
forerunner, the Miners” Federation of Great
Britain, We pointed oul that, despile their
militaney, class consciousness and willingness
o lead o hard fight sgainst the employers and
the Government, the political wesknesses of
Cook and Smith turmed out to be fatal Aaws
when the crunch came. The weaknesses kn their
i=ademhip allowed the right-wing bureaucra ks
m the TUC b6 retsin & hold on the mass work-
g diass upsrge and 1o kead il 1o deleal and
dinaates.

SAME MOULD

In masy wuys today's NUM kit are in the
aame mould = Smith snd Cool. They are not
1ike the “limp lefs’ of yesterday or loday -
leaders who engage in very lefl-wing ralk, take
‘hard line' stands on paper. and are often willing
Lo gve rein (p miiianid o carry on (e siruggle,
bui will nol themseives gve any kind of lead
end run from sny real fight. In ths respect Jack
Jones snd Hugh Scanlon seem like verilable
reincamations of their predecessors, Ernest
Bevin, founder of the T&G, and A,B Swales,
President of the AEL in the 0’

The MUM Lefts have, and will, l=ad real, hard-
fought strupggles. The crucial question is will
they lead them to victory, and will they saize
on the tremend ous opportunities thait such a
determined siruggle opens up fo sinke a2 fon-
demontal blow at the capitalist system and win
permanent galns for ihe enbie working class?

In a8 recent interdew with Red Weekily
South Wales miners Presideni Emlvn Williams
made a oumber of excelient statements. Among
thoss= wus a cnlicitsm al the TUC:

*The TUC, withoul being mardated by ibe miners,
were prepared oo make commitments oo 8 cepitalist
government that did n facl defeal the muse of the
miners, We've come oot to defear Phaoe 3, and by
the TUC acquiescing o the scorplanos of Phaee 3,
ey were not assisting the miners hot adding facl to
il fire s far as the Govemmient wene concerned”,
Yot last week this same Emnlyn Williams
poiid be seen on TV urging that the miners’
claim be met under the Pay Board’s selativitles
report. But che relatsvitics report, as [is fext
makes purrb: Uy clear, m part-and-parce] of
Phas 3, and 8 condition of its operstion iz
the active collsboration of the TUC, The effect
of Willlams® appeal is simply to bolster up the
manoeuyres of e TUC clght wing and to
facilitate soone form of unde-tee-talde acoep-
tance ol Phase 3 by the TLE in exchange for
concessions o the miners—exactly what
Williarms bad stincked one week previowshy .

ELECTION

Another of Williams' excellent statements to
Red Weekly concerned the prospect of an
glection:

We've got a Comservarive Goves wment now, bata
Labour (rosernmeni would have dlmasl ke same
polices a5 those which were projecied hy the
Labour Geernment of 1 %470, S0 there are very
fw alltecnaloces Noc the miners i we mean W setile
our claim, I'd voie for a contimmticnof any positine
acisan imeapectwe af an electinn or irrespective of
who fthe government of ihe land would e’

Thizs iz a correct abd very important positon
But 5t docs no good foating around in the bhead
of one man, and oniy hmited E-:-ud batrg tald
Lo the tiny madc'al.un of Red Werkiv, A general
elaction s 4 powerlul weapon i the hends of
ihe Tory Government and even il it hasklired

and o Lahour Government were returned Hhis
Government fon, ke all its predecessors,
could be mply skother tool in the hands of
the capitalist class,

It ie nof enough to have & corpect positidn
om what aitifude to adopt tovards an el=ction,
the mass of workers~both miners and the pest
of the working class—must be poditically
prepared for such an eventuslity. If this is not
done many will be thrown inio canfusion by
the calling of an election, and the hand of the
Tories strengthened

GENERAL STRIKE

The MUTM lefes are clear that thetr fighc is
againsl the Gowernmend, that they are fighling
an behalf of the entire class, and that thi rest
af the workers' movement has o respoissibility
towards them, Both Emlyn Willizms and
Arthur Seargtll have called for a general strike
to hack up the miners, Scargll views this mainky
a3 & matter of solidanity: “When the state
maching lakes on & seclion of workes we expect
evervone fo strike.' Williams seoma o have 2
broader view: '] Lhink that the Minction of the
TUC ghould have been o reconvens & spocial
conpress, and at that congrese there should be o
recommendation for all Trade Linions Lo camy
out Bn immediate attack on the government
through indusirial action.’

Admirable senfiments! But how 5 this
generul strike movement to be forged T It is
necessary [o demand that the TULC take this
slep, but thai & also an easy thing to do.

What is much more difficull is to take farther
steps when the TUC refuses ©0 act—and that

willirgg to break Through rese boundaries even
when the workers' struggle is crying oul [or
forceful leadership,

Thizs it i5 that mone of ¢ NLUM befis have
been willing to seize the bull by the horns ani
procisim fhemaeives in favous of industrial
action to drive the Tory Governmenl from
offloe, despite the fiuct that this Covernment
i Lhe most immediabe and central eemy of
every pronp of workers, and the call Torits
overthrow the firmest foasdation that could
b lnict for the Torging of a general strike
IOV EGRE.

For the ¥UM Jefts believe ther anky res-
ponsibility & getting oo with the ‘industrial
strupgle’, and the making and breaking of
Gioverminenls ig the concern of the Labour
Partw_ In the wrods of Mick Mclrahey,
Communist Farty member and leading UM
lefts, Governments are changod b-s- the 'gocd
ol fracitional British method of the baliot
box', OF course McGahey, ag a Commnienist
Parly member, apress with (e O theory
that the political power of the capitalist
class can be broken and the road to socialism
oponed up through o general election sond
Parlizmeentary strugzbes, This isp wiizw shared
by thise lefis who are not in che Communist
Party,

FARLIAMENT AMD POLITICS

Such a view sess the importance of mass
sirugple and industrial action, but cnly as
backing in the real centre of events — Parl-
jament, It 1% for This reason thal the lefls
combine a militant industrial stand with an

v

i 8! .
NT Way
OR

RISE

ERS il

W

Even the NUM left has gone for the idea that they could claim a “miners” rise’ unader the Pay
Board's relativities repart. But this report is part and parcel of Phaze 3, and the whole idea of
'ralativities’ 5 to put workers at each others’ throats, fighting for 2 bigger slice of 8 cake that will
memain within Phase 3 limits. The workers® movement muest not fight over the relative position of
each group of warkers, but for the tight of swery worker to a decent standard of living for himself
and his family. On this basiz 8 fighting unity can be built and the whole Phase 3 scheme smashad,
slang with its Tory mastarminds.

is gomething that the NUM lefis hove neither
done fod proposed,

Adter all, what is the purpose of making
demands on the TUCT Surely the NUM letts
abe woder no illusions thal These veleran
burenucrals are prepared to lead a real strogple?
The expericnce of their own union by 1924 is
hitter evidence ol the Falsity of such o view,

Demands on the TUC seree only one purposs
—they are o means of winning the humdreds of
thowsands of working class mililants who lock
to this body for leadership to the progrumme of
sotion peecasary to defeat fwe Government. Bul
the el cormel programme in the worlgd @5
uselees tnlese it is pul inte pruciice, Thus
demands on the TUC must be coupled with
pracbcal proposals for aclion which can be
undertnken by those who are convinced by
such demands, Militanis must be urged Lo go
bevand calls an the leadeship and acooually
tauneh and organmise Lhe slrupgle Lhe msel s,

Ib 38 this labler step thal the X LM el
both of yesteryear and of today — dne Roo pre-
gafed 1o take, wir puliticil Sdeas are Trapped
within the Sormul boundaries and rules of the
olficial tracle anion struciure, aq6l 1hey ane un-

adamant insistence that there s nothing
*political” abour their struggle. 1o the words
of Arthur Scargitl, “The miners have made o
wige claim, Chur aim s simple. The Torics
have made it political, We do noet beleve
goring culside These confines will help the
miner or the rade union movement.' o
the same vein is Mcliahey's statement, “This
is @ wages strupgle. [t s oot politlcally meotiv-
afed”, Simnilar commenls have been made by
dlrast every WM left-winger.

The Communist Parey and che ohde anion
lefts seem 1o s=e things deveinging in the feadl-
owiagg v Fuel sectiona of the working class
anill po Tnte strugele, making Tory policy un-
workahle; then the Tories will aall pn el=clion
in desperalicon; fuwally, the Labour Party
will rally workers at the pelis ond furn oul the
Torw CGovernment, This seheoe fiis in neatly
with all the political prejodices of the lrade
wrien lefie: il dovs oot requae the develop-
mizt of 4 muss srugele going beyond the
hureaucratic houndaries of The officlal trade
wion mevement, it respeats the division of
latrbur Botwosit the trade unions and the:
Lubour Purty on tindustelal’ ve, “political®

FEET=T0

ipnOal | Shisig Bag

Agpording 1o HpGuhu\r r'I'1'|=| ts & wages shrug-
ghe. It ks not politically motivated, " Similar
comments have beon made by almost every
LA 1eft-winger,

questions, and [t ullows the question of
Government to be settled by Parbllamentary
rrethods in the "good nld fraditiconal British
method”,

Ia fact imany trade union lefts — ingludine
the Commurist .I".z|r|_l,I hive heen afroid of
kesping to even this scheme, and hayve retrvated
from eonfrontations wilh Lhe Governmeant
{owver the national engimesring claim or the
dniling of the Shrewsbury 3, for example),

Ol the MUM leff secms to b propared 1o
stick 1n its logic,

NO PLAN FOR VICTORY

But it is not & plan for working Stass wictory
First, by refusipg (o take up the polivical impl-
teations of their indusirinl action, the N1UM
l=fis lzave imposiant political weaponsin the
hands of the Tories. The Tores can talk
abomat vhe “nulionnl interzst”, the problems
of the pengioners and the low paid, the
supposed world energy crisis, Hhe difTiculiies
of the British economy, and spralling mflation,
What solutions do the NUM leaders propose to
theae problens™ OFf cowrse theee =re working
closs snluficens fo each of these questions —
sodutions which couwld rally milliong of workers
against the Tories -~ hutl they-cannot be put
Fodward by demcons whode maln eoncesn g
Ler sleny thul his struggle has any political
obfectiscs at all.

Morpover, by secting nna wall betwesn
the 'Industidal stoepehe’ asd the - pobitieal
strugele’ The MEDM lells make il more diffizuil
Tor worsers Lo dmw pobiticnt conclusions foom
their indusitial strugples. Yer every time-a Tary
Government 5 clected it 5 with milliops of
working class vores, zo tha defeat of the Tory
Covernment depends firss and foremost on
sstablishuig an understanding of the saepection
betwern the industicial strzegle and politics,

O couwrss, 17 the NUM =it fzils to faes ap
io ks pralical responsibilities, theee 15 a pol-
itical alternative 1o the Tores — the mpht-wing,
Parlizneentary feadenhip of the Lalsowr Party,
The NUM icfis are all ardent socializts. and
harsh erilics of the Lxhous Farty rght, Bul by
ncguing that the guestion of Government misd
bz gz iled in Paslamant, they lead the working
glass right inte the fnld of these dght-wing
traltors,

The polideal weaknesses of the UM lefia,
like thuse of their predecesion Cook and
Amith, hold great langers for the slrugeis
ahzad. The anly =ay of avoiding these dangsms
is by adopting & clear-cut position on the way
fotward and the central efeps which the work-
ing class mowement must Lake Lo defeal the
Tories and emerge victorious [rom the
combhg confrontation.

Every rade wnion madifanl must demand
that the l=fts - bath in the NUM and elsawhore -
take a clear posltion in favour of a peneral
simike o bring down the Tory Goverament,
and against any mirest or suspenaion of
strugele in Lhe face of an election. Thege muse
nat be just paper positions or @lis for somenne
else fo act: they must be the besis for a
campaign of politizal edvcation, and in faveur
af direct rank-und-fike action, thioughout the
working class movement. *

BRLANSLOCOCE
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he recent anmy manocuyres at
Heathrow, and the threat of the
possible use of troops in the
miners’ strike, has brought dis-
cussion on the role of the anmed
forces to the forefront of current
debates in the workers” movement. It is
vilal—litérally a matter of life and death—
that the working class movement clearly
understands ths question.

The capitalist army 15 the most care-
fully protected of all the organisations of
the Siate. Although he draws completely
wrong political conclusions, Communist
Party member Jack Woddiz described the
nature of the army very well in his
pamphlet ‘Time to Change Course’:

“The wpholders ol ihe establigumnrent are given all the
facilities ihey requaire bo mould the minds of (ke aomy
meen, 40 foster anb-Gemaciatic concepiinns and
InfAmence them 1o regerd civilian aclivitees for e
redress of grievances or for chamging our suciely as
dangerous heresies that musi e repiesed by force.

At the e time, (e members of the armad
forces are densed democmic freedomes, and are
hanmed from participating in rommal paditical activities
o bhelonging to trade umions o polilical partes.

“The pulifics of preserving the status quo ame
dimned into troops every day; but i podites of
working for progressive change are disaliowed

LAST LINE OF DEFENCE

The reason for this careful screcning is that
the army 15 the lasi line of delence lor the
:apltalist class and its property, The Daiiy
Telegraph, for example, has pointed out that n
the gvent of a General Strike-the employers
wonld “kave 10 rely on the police and the army ",
Evwery army mn the world 54 positsve kot bed af
extreme nightist and fascise plots.

in Ttaly a lascist group, the MSI, has a5 its
capdidstes in ebections # host of admimls and
generals, and the Fisa mulitary trainlng centoe 15
bz used to gve military Lraining to the fas
cistx. In Framos it was army leaders like General
Salan who led the fuscst OAS, and now stz
stand hehind the fascist right. In Britain the
NF and other such groeps are (ol of Col oneds;,
Generals, and Alr Vice Mamhalls, [n ervery
couniry in the worlsd where there has seemed
to be even the slipghtest whiff of a socialist
tnomph- (or example Chile, Grréede, Spati—the
army has inlervened.

Bual i there is gereral agreemment an tee lafl
regarding the nature of the copitalist army thers
1 complele disagreement on what must be dene
about o, The Commuris] Parlies around (he
woeld, instead of keoping 1o Lenin's poaition
thal the capirahist army must be srashed, kave
arpived al ihe absurd conclusion thal the army
can be bargained with or won over. This can
reach lunatic fegths, Luis Corvalan, leader of
the Chilean Communisl Parly, bad the [ollowing
tosay only n tew wesks before the coup in
Chile
‘Some reaclionaries have begun (o seek new ways (o
drive 3 wedge between the people and the armed
forces, melnteining lote less tham we ane intending
b replace the probessional army . Mo sl e connbue
te suppart the shsolutely profemrional character of
the arsed mstiiurions, Thelr enemies ap e nod in
ihe ranks of the people but in the reactinary camp',

POLITICAL PREPARATIONS

This 'ahsolutely professional army’ showed 2
far clearer understanding of its role by aTresting
Corvalan, tortenng him, ao:d threalening [o
execute him. This was the inevitable result of
the line spetled oul so deady by Allende In a
apeech he delivered in September 1972:

“Thife will be no spsed fores here other than

thowm stipubvied by the constiution, et @ o say,
the Army, the Moy, and the Air Force. | sholl slimin-
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mie any others i they appear’. (Speech of b0 Sepiem-
ber 19710

This was precisely the problem when the
coup came in Chile —there was only ame armed
force and il did nol belong to the workers. As o
result thousands of workers are now suffering
miass tortare and murder at the hands of those
‘forees stipulated by the constitution”,

Of course the podilical prepamilon necessary
io deal with the army, precissly because of the
najupe of the armed forees, B the most danger
ous of mll political work, 1t has nothing todo
with playing around at being Che Guevars on
Hampsizad Heath, nor anyiking to do with the
activities of the Angry Brigade, Whal i1 does
involve is, nght from the begnning, cnenting
the workers' movemenl bowands The political
task of breaking up the bourgecis army and
arming the working class,

If this i done it i quite possible to acheve
real pesulis, Particularly impressive in showing
this was the GI movement against the Vietnam

war inside the United Siates armed forces, which

«affected tons of thousands of saldiems,

The remarks of Mick McoGihey in relation to
troops in the miners” strike , despite their bmita-
tions, podnl Lo some inporiant posaibilities,
preciscly becanse the army is now likely Lo be
used agiinsl the civllias popuolation in relagon
te 1l army. There is some tradilion in Britdin
of this type of activily . The most famous was
probably the ‘Don't Shoot™ leaflet, Tor which
Toam Mann was jathed in 1912, containing the
wiaTds
Voo are workingmen's song. When we go on strike io
hetter aur kel which is the kot alw of ¥ our Fathers,
Moibers, Brohers 2nd Sisters, ¥OL are called upon
by ypoar dficers o MURDER U5, Dos't do# ., .,
Think thimgs out and refus: any konger (o Murder
Your Klmdoed,”

While, as we shall see; this ides thot sol diers
are mmply ‘workers in widform’ leads to very
serigus mistakes, nevertheless this Lype of
malerial can igach some useful lessons,

LABOUR BUREAUCRATS

The row over MeGahey®s statemints has
shioam Phe Loda] hankruptey of the Laboue
Party and trade omion bereaucrats on this
guesiion. Wihet McGahey actually said was the
Tollowing
‘Il thee troups were cakled in | would speak oo them. |
idern’t see them as o reactiomary mass, (bhete ar many
watking ciass isds in the armed forces and even some
miners” sone

He al=o said he woukl not g2l on the troops

to mutindy buat,
. o woikd let them know the facts of the dispule. We
verubd dis Bhis by diatributing leafllets and information
i ikem, bt that wosnld ondy be done after they were
called im,”

According to the Svenicgy Steadord one 29
January, when MeGabay waa asked to clarify
whar he meant he said:

T wondd not ask amy troops (o disobey orders. Fir
from 1t—1 wosald not ask them o accepl the respon-
sibiility for the miness® siruggle . , . This is not canspir-
2y, This is mot mutiny, Thds is only allowing ether
people o mdleratand che parpose [or whicls Diey ane
empliged.’

The reaction to MoGabey's speech from the
Labour Party was despicable. Firsl off the mark
wis Lhat ewost open ensmy of the working clas:
within the Lahour Party — Bog Prentice. MNext
was peeud oeradical Willie Hamalton, who deo-
tared McCahey would be shol for suying such
things in Bussia, This is, uofortunately, true,
bt whar Hamilton does nol point Gul 13 that
it is true in about 55 of the 100 countries of the
sorcalled oo world'. Gormbey and other rep-
resentuiives of the NUM nght-wing also disown
ed McoGahey, on the not very resssuring groinds
that lhe MUM executive had never discussed
what todnin the evenl of the army being called
(i

Finally the Labour Party joined the tray
afficially, with a statement from Callagham aned

Bbove: members of the Irish Citizen Armiy
guarding trade union hesdgquarters at Libarty
Hall in Dublin; right: drilling practice far an

cult job, but it can be done, In |reland, James
Larkin, founder of the Irish Transport and Gan-
eral Workers' Union_ formed & Citizen Army in
1913 to defend workers' struggles fram the
pofice and bosses’ thugs,”

. ICA unit . .. ‘Work to arm the masses is & diffi- |

Hay ward, Chatrman and Secretary ol the Parcy
respectively, This saed, in part:

“We utterdy repadiate any sitenpis by communists or
ot to @k the mimers os 2 palidical baltering radm t0
hring abuoud a general gorike o o call an troops io
digobey inwful onfers in the event of & eirike, This is
silky amd duigerous noeseng:,”

Callaghan also went on the BBC's "World ad
O’ oo ‘Fuesdey to aay 'Ne politicat parey could
call on troops Yo disobey lawiul orders’. This is
jusl arpant pensense. When the foroes of the
Cerman army were uded by the ‘lawfolly cons
titured” bead of the Government, Hitler, to
smaszh the Lrade wibong, should German worken
lave urged soldiers to obey those orders? Would
Callaghan snd Hayward have advised [he soldiers
of 1he Greek, Chilean and Spanish armies to
nhey their orders when the ruling class in thoes
vouniries siaged coups?

The line of the Labour Party is an apen
betraval of the working clags, and MoGahey
meuat be completely defended against their
atlacks, But MeGahey’s statements poae onl
part of the problem, The question of the o
teoops to strike-break is understond by at e
somme sections of the Communist Party, CP
indusirial organizer Berr Rameluon speaking
Lhe OF executive said that the use of [he arn
at Meathrow was part of the scheme “to con
o the public to see the anny ln uss in our
aties. I could veil preparations for what ths
feor may be the sucssmful development of ¢
mass movEment owards 2 general sinke'
(Mdorming Swer, 14 Taouwacy),

The trenble is that the Communlst Paroy
nof see that the job of the army will nol e
1 hit of peaceful scsbbing, but, in Lhe first
prunch, it will be called in a3 an arpred poows
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on the side of the copitalist class, The CP
claims this will not occwr. They say in Britain
that Padigmentory traditions are oo 5 lromg
ewer Lo parodl military intervention. The same
Mick McGahey who spenks of leafletting the
tenops also talks of ‘the good old treditional
British method of the hallol box® {Erening
Seondard, 29 JTanuary), This tvpe of idea ic
criminal stupidily. It B exacily what was Said
aiout Chile—with the well known resulis.

What is worss, i@ 15 even mase backward
than the thinking ol the ruling class itsall. The
aroy officers, for g start, are under no illusions
about their role, Here for example ae the
views of Brigudier Frank Kitson-who holds the
cripcial position of head of infantry fruining:

If a genuine and soclous grarvenos seoee such s might
resslt froen 2 significand drop s the standand of living,
all thoar who now dissipate their protest over a wide
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vaniety «f causes might concentrale ibeir offorts and
prodd uge a sitaation heyond the power of the police G
handle, Skould this happen, the army would be Tequir-
e te Testore Ehe postion rapidly.’

Dnlike the Labowr Parly, the army oflicers
have oo ilusions that they will simply carry
aut theie lawiol orders', In 1914 the ormy
officers openly said they would not cermy nul
the Bill giving Home Rube o braland, In 1964
one of the reasons why the use of militury
foros againsl the Smith regime in Khodeed
was niled out was the dapger Lhat of ficers woulg
simply refuse o carry out their orders,

ARMY OF CIVIL WAR

Mor have capitalist Governiments felt that
Ui wise of makitary power against the working
class was incompaiible ek *The pocod old
traditonsl British method®, In April 1921,
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faced with the threat of 3 nabonal miners
sirike and a possible genesal atrike, 8 discussion
took place in Lloyd Georpe's coalition cabinel
oy precigely this guestion:

“The decussion, then moved b the quesioon of roops.
We had 18 hatialions of which 7 were Irfsh snd we
wene ot sure of their temper.

"B L. Worthington-Evans | Secretary of Sinte T
War| : We meed 15 baralions fo hold London . ., Ouor
reinforaements would thas be 2 from Malga, 4 [rom
Silesia, and ome of 2 from Egypt.

*Lowd Carzon |Farcign Secretary | orged that o
althdraw hattalions from Silesia would prodoce
pussihly serious disasier,

‘Mr Chamberlain [ Leader of Commans] @ We aré
in foont of & sihsathon here widch may peq uire sll
our forees, 1 am Tor holding the British coal [edds
fathers than Silesian , ..

'S K, Horne [Heme Secretary ] Yoo canmd rin
any risk. There might e tmuble by the end of this
waek . ., They will orge extreme courses becanse
they have mo funds.

The P.M.: Then we mast take roops from Sdesia
" "The PM, remarked thar the miners in (he Scottish
villuges were 3 svage folk . . . police aid from quiet
wreas enuld mot be spared | . . the Chief Consdable
off Fife reported ihat only naval or military sssistance
winibd he effeceive,”

The ruling class has not changed is spois
in Britain since then, The NATO teeary, of
which Britain is a signatory, quite explicithy
allows far the use of NATO armbes against ‘avil
disturbances’ in member counires. Henth him-
sell said i a speech Lo the United MNationa in
Oefober 1970 %in the [970s civil war, nof wir
between nations, will be the main danger we
face.’

OFf course this does not mean thot the
majorily of the ruling class favowrs a military
conp at this very moment, That will only corme
later, when class tensions have reached a far
higher level, What il does mean, howe wer, @
thaf even now processes ars under way which
lexd the army towards Lis eventunl rele & the
Final defender of the capitalisl class,

Even now a5 seoret documents of the
Frénch army published by the former Ligoe
Communisie show, every Furapsin army has
contingendy plana for civil war, The experience
of the Botish army in Irelanad speeds Wp all
tese processes. Jack Woddis gives an excellent
description of this atthough he of course el
to draw (e logical conelusons:

“Involbved as it i8 in milicry operstion agalost urban
fighters in Morthemn lrelaml and in repressmg seclions
of the vivillan populstiong, it [ghe aemy | oot onky
gining experience in comballing political dssconfon
i rhat terdtoey , but betng trsned and povchologically
prepared =0 chat, il dhe monaopoelies Teel it necessary for
the defnee of thele peofits and thea sestem it coukd
perform a similar rale in E2eping down the Brirlsh

peopds.’
BREAK RULING CLASS MONOPOLY

The mubling class has, 2t presenl, a monopoly

it the means of szmed violence. This moropoly.

must be braken, both by breaking up the. Bour-
ganis army and by arming the working cluss,
These bwo hings must be casred on alongside
cne anather, or they will have oo effect,

& purcly military defest of & hoargeols army
by Lhe warkiig class s pracoically roied out,
But, at ike sume Hme, those who limin them-
gelyes to carrving ot propaginds within aned
directed 8t the army witl ngt have much impuct
eilher

The reason is simple. The psy cholowical,
political and orgamisational development of
clasg consdionsness within the army takes
place i a different way, and with § much
sloower thyihm, than wilhio the wocking class,
A soldicr cunnot afford to meke political wis-
Takes, Il he chooses the losing slde he risks
death.

i subslaniial Foroes of self=lefon ce are pot
crsuted Ty the working cluss, copnhla il proted-
ting rehel sobdiers and milltary units for ac lense
some Liee:, then the first cases of indncipline

within the military il be put down with a
bloody repression which will farexocoed any-
thing done to e civilian popalation. In Chili
for example, those small sections of the afmy
which acted agatnst the coup were liguidated
& man, Indeed. such cases of igolated rebellios
can he an important stimudis toa coap, if th
ruling closs chicfs feel that such o move inval
fitile nak: for they know that under no condi
ans cen they allow the army = the final line of
defence - in he undérmined,

For these reasons, work in, anid directed al
the army must glways be tied vp with work
{oarm fe measses, This 8 a difficult job, bt
can be done.

The moal famous example s, of course,
lreland, where latge numbers of weLprons haw
been keld for vears by the IRA, and whers
lames Larkin, founder of the Insh Transport
and General Workes® Union, formed a Citize
Army in 1913 po defend workers' sirugeles
feom the police ond bossss” thogs.

0na maore mogdest scale theae things took
place in Britain in 1926, In his book on the G
eral Sirke, Michsel Hughes describes theé ciro
sranegs which pave rise to embryonic workers
militiaz:

“The young Nye Bevan, cutting his teth as Chairms
of the Tredegr Council of Action was told by the
lnial police chief “1f ihere’s amy troubie here we'll
hawve ike place runming with Blood®, & faily commo
threat, In o few places where rooble from the Taci
tha (M5 o the police seemed cerinin *Wor kers'
Dieflence Corpe™ were [ormed . . . Abe MollTat hae
g'w.n ng 2 picrure of one such “specinl platenn™ in
Fifeshime, carrying defensne weapans, led by 3 Gres
War e teran and deilling i the ateeeie, ®2 really aple
did mght. well disgplined and determined to stand
i proas],” '

COMCRETE MEASURES

All political work on this question most b
dipected towards two cendral aims:
*ahodition of the standing anny

*arming of the working closs and formation ©
a workers” mililin

Hut in theecourse of the sconpgle for these
objectives particalar #=suss will come Lo the )
ag the focus for concern and the basia for
matilising lirge numbers of people; IL s by
apitation on such iasues that the workes’ mo
ment can he pducaled 33 to the natare of the
capitalist nrmed forees, and concrzle steps
fakey towseds undermining the foundations ¢
cipitulist class rule, Conesete deinands which
should be put forward include the Tollowing!
*Erud the codoninl wars Brifgdh oops oui of leedem
nmdl the Arab Golf; anend to all oveneas hases,
=withdrawal from NATO snd sl similer counter
revilutionury allinnpes, o stationing of focelgn
i L tlee country,

=Full rights of rade unicn and political orgnlaio
in the anmy.

*End the segregation of te srmy from The civillan
p-}g:.ullrinn: 5m end to harracks amd all regulations
canfining sobdiers to miliciny terbbory wsfien ot an
active duty,

i end b0 il peparats millinry codesof law. For
ihe trmining of the endire &lokt population i e o
of weapin, wnder the eontol of the irnde anions
amd organisuens of the workng o,

*hmend o the lews bamning the posesion of arms,
whisch have never prevented oriminals arming ilbam-
webven and oaly sefve fo deprive the working clos of
amy means of defending ibeeld aginai the forces of
Lhe gtale.

*Fnr the aoguisition of anms by the ade unions S
working clag organliaisons, and the egahlishment
nf armed sell-defence fof cad.

Without the adoption of messures sucl a8
ihese U working class In Britain will —when
the crunch comes—he jusk a8 much at che
mercy of the niling class and 15 army o5 was
the Chileun workers' moveoesal. These jneasu
are neceasary fo engure the victony® of the
working class in the sorugele for socaliam.

ROGER SMITH
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TRADE UNION REGISTER: 3, edited by
Mickael Barratt Brown ond Ken Coales
{ Spokesman Boolks, £1 50p)

qbgl"ﬂl‘i of trade wAlon aSteity in Britgin ard fot
seareE. But the title of this parbicular volume i3
imprecise, only & small pae of |1 being devoned

B £he Tactual' recording ol unian develapments, in
e foumm of sratisnce, & dary of mam nanty and the
meprinting of some koy trade-union documenis. Tha
wist bulk of tha book = devated o articles which
marindy express the elastsc pol itienl phimzophy af tha
bagt ke of Workard” Comtiol, Basring in mind that
Wedgwood Benn hat recently been extolling tho
wirTisg Of this polinice formarion in gldweng Térms, the
werlumae is worth glarcing 41,

Kari Costes’ lnng revisw articie ‘Coovarting the
Urion to Socialesn' iz the ganeral torne of confusion
and ormision. A clowrful summary of the strepgs
Bgairet the Industrial Relations Act totally omits io
mienticn the LCDTU, ard ends wp weth the somisadual
unpaatilied congluaian that 'Sk ufions are wefl capable
of defending themsalves against future provocanion,”
Mo @ thatrd & manann of tha delibarets maroewe-
rings ol 1he tracs union bursascracy or the danger of
racism to organised labour, Warse, the proposee raes
10 acherying e0cialsm i sheoudsd in mal, with vague
tnlk ol § procs of ‘democratising’ society through
‘mn spgressies erosion of managerial prerogathees’ and

reclaming the Labour Party Tor aocisiisl golicien

The remnasning hictchootch contans some useful
aral porme o et oty e materal, Faor exampla,
Morman Léwis's offering on the Industnsl Aetations
ot conchudes that it would be ‘a tragedy’ it This o1
Brgught all lebaus law ing duedputel Ewan Coales doss
mil cagnlalade 19 the ‘age-ald Hlummery' af Englizh
capitalivl law in this shemeful manre. Anather
artiche which follows this pash is Tha oo anigled

Womeny Econdmic Ravalution’ which urcriticaliy
appiauds the TUC for s ‘honourable part’ in promao-
g egual pay far waorrsen @nd s 18 TR in Turthes
Stave legislaticn sgairst discrrmanation,

The hartar sacteon of e Beak is the "Round tha
imthuntriss’ review of devslopments in engineering. the
OOCks and slpewshare, in wihich the f@ads ard e
Fhydged by relormisl interpretatsons. Some good
murberial then, but skip haif of it

ALAN GIBB3

WOMENS RIGHTS: A PRACTICAL GUIDE;
by Anna Coote and Tess Gill (Penguin, A0p)

Thiis collection of nformation aboot 'woren's rights
§ 8 usalul handbook for wiormsdn Lrying 1o thread their
vy through the network of daoriminatory Ingidatan
n This coumnirny, The infarmataan & coughly classfied
uruder by main keadings—women and the welfare
wite, gnd women ard the law,

The chapters or the welfare syatnm are an
imysluatde guede o all e glages ot which the svsiem
applim contribulsrereinied benefits, The s=enmd
smction—while also covering housing, consamar e
s immigratian —is langefy devened 1o tha. Law 81 @
relates 10 sex, Merriage, diveees sad childrer. The
Wiy paed Of material bere i in itself an indication
of the pressures towarids 'legaiised union’ ard the

mzinterance of the nuclaar Farmily . Bui no sHermatives
e arguitd ar &l grdangly —s wiakaess of 1he boak
wilvich 6 & Further indication of she sfrangth af rhis

imstitution wnder capicalisen (the dralt co-habitation
eontraet pffored serves mare or st the same funciion
B The lagel contract)

Vialusble snd well-resesched as this informatian
generally is, there are neyercheiess cartain drewbscks
im i prasantatian, Firdly thers is g confusion about
the kind of sudience it is grarad To—evident in the
whinsmnanags af 1gre and curiously patramrising comments
such as, "salicitors tend 1o wear sults and ke thair
oifices in the smartar parts of tawn®| Mare impormantly,
the bock ks devoid of any comsistently analyrical
framawork, Why asactly 80 laes work agairst wamen
in thess waays? How da they contrehute fo seinfarcing
wenumEn's pa sshve scpanck of e silustion? Lastly,
the pook coild hews poirted ot the way o begn 1o
fight the situation throwgh a series of damands agains
thia main aneas 1 derimiration covered by the book,

NICD NEWMAN

WHAT’S ON?

EDINBURGH SOCIALIST FORUM: 'Labour’s
Programme for Britain’, Tussday 12 Fabruary at
7.20 gy in Tradee Council reame, Picsrdy Place
fop of Leith Walk). Further irfoermagion:
JMurphy, 10 Wardlaw Etrest, Edinburgh 11,

'THE FIGHT AGAINET THE TORIES :
Cambiridge IMG pulblic mestirg with Bob
Pennington (IMG National Becratary |, Manday
11 February at @ pr in the Chetwyrd Raom,
Eing's Collaga,

BALT OF THE EARTH': Filrn shoul 1l struggle
al miners” wlves during a sorike inothe US, 1o | to

be shown at Socialist Woman Forum tagarhar with
dizcussian wivh Cynihia Braddlord |mirsr's wife
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The povernment of Bolivian President Hugo
Banzrer seemed on the verge of collapse this
week , after 0 series of massive strikes during
which up to o hundred people are thought io
have died in armed clashes with troops sent in
i suppress the revalt,

The ouwthwrst staried on Monday 21 January
atier the regime decreed rises of mare than
1005 in the price of basic necessities—rice,
flour, pasis prodocts and colfese —as well a5
increased charpes for public transport. Anothe
decree gave workers a pay rise of £8 a month,
but this was rejected as totally inadaguate by
miadgs meelings up and down the country, and
nexi day both the miners' unions and the
Mational Confederation of Faclory Workers
voted for 5 24-howr strike.

As The week progressed, protest demonsira-
tions were held in the capital, La Paz, and olher
major centres, while further grouwps—hank
workars, bullders, and bakers—also voted for
strike action. The effects of ths were mosal
marked 10 the central dly of Cochobamba,
where police opered firs on demonstrators
after & series of clashes with striking factory
wiorkers who were blocking the siresis with
motor vehicles. Prolonged clushes betaeen
podice and striking miners were alao meparted (n
the towns of Oruro and Huandni,

CITY CUT OFF

However, the bureaucratic leaderships of the
varics trade unjons had only called Td-hous
protest steikes in an effodl Lo conlain the
midifancy of thesr members, By the end of the
week the afiermath of these was eginning Lo

¥ o il Dol

Feprn Kenll, Wednesdsy 13 February, 7.30 pm in
Linswersity of Lordon Union, Maler Screen (Gaoodor
Srrant rubal,

SOCIALIST WOMAN: Mew Spring [isug aut naw,
Aaticlag ingdude Garers Strike, SPUC, Equa! Pay,
etc. Orders to: 1 Highwiew Cours, Callege Road,
Harriows Weatd, Middiasax . Price 10p plus 3p p8as,
10% off 9n orders far 10 ar more conigs, sent post
roee

‘NATIONALISATION OR EXFROFRIATHIMN,
pamphiet trardated Trom o ifpral by ex-Ligsa
Corfeunisla, French ssction of the Faurth Inter
natiandl. Comes still availakile feam: Alax Sroe,
o T2 Cambridps Reoad, Kings Heath, Birmingham.
All prafits tao Red Weekiy Fund Orive

'FIGHT AGAINST TORY POLICIES': Cities of
! andon and Westminster Trades Coancil and

ARMED
PEASANTS

CHALLENGE
BOLIVIAN

REGIME

die down, when suddenly 3 new and unexpecied

factor came inte play, This was the revolt of the
peasants around Cochabamba, who on Friday
25 January set up barricades manned by armed
guerds acrods the three main roads into the city,
effectively isolating it from che rost of the
COLmiry,

The prasants at first denianded simply the
cancellotion of the decres authadising the price
Incrzages, but rapidly slepped up their demands
as the scale and significance of the confranta-
ton became clear, On 29 January, after kidnap-
ping the newly appointed military gavernos of
the province, General Juan Pere Tapia, a mas
mezting called for Banzer's resignation,
However, the next day a mpassive assauli by the
Seventh Army [ivision involving troops, tanks
and T-33 combat aircraft sncceedad n forcing
3 way through Lo the cly agan, Peasant
casualtied were afficinlly pat at 13 dead and 10
wounded, although on Sunday & Romans Cathiol-
ic watchdog commiszion accused the regime of
Girrying outa “masacre’ in which, 'according
o wilnesses nearly | ) peasante wese killed®,

Despite this show of force, hoowe wer, ond the
fact that a “stale of slege”—martinl law —has keen
imposed throughout the conntry, furthee roper-
cussions are widely expected, A 48-hour wild-
cil siriks by 4 800 tin miness In two of the
countre’s largest mines wis announced ot the
weekend, while the peasant unreat conrioides
and further armed clashes have been forecost by
Crenmerid Adriazola, president of the Aoned
Forces' Joint Command, In this situation
reparlsol desp divisions within the armed
forces and plofs o overtlrow the President
are mow rife;

Lardon Co-oge Palitical Comenitive public meeting,
Tuesday 12 February, 7.30 pm in Parchescer Has,
Parchester Road, W2, Speakers ingducda: Ssthur
Lathamn MP, Heg Tavlor (LTS PCE, and represen-
rativey of NUFM, ASLEF, srd ALIEW.

‘LOCAL ACTION AGAINST PHASE 3': Bab
Panningion speks at |MG public mesting, 7.30 pm
an Tugiday 12 February of the Peaple’s Pace,
Cierby Termraos {near Public Bathsl, South Shealds,

CAITICHIE SEMINAR: Rahin Blackhurn speaks
on "The Chinese Culrusal Ravclatiog’, Friday B
Fabraary a1 7.30 pm in Reom 81 78, Landon
School of Economiom, Houghton St (Haolbor i ruba)

BENGAL! FRIENDS in Eurape and o kewhara, For
Baregall bogks and Lars IFagrth bnternatianal
paper?, contact; Bengali, Mullvaden, Bax 3274,
1035 Stockhoim, Swenken

Few would be surprised By such a develop-
ment. & suceassion o military divcatos ueing
the mest intenskee methods of repression have
proved incopabie of solving the countny’s
ceoaamiie proklems as achenl sinte of tmpeial-
tsin, and Bapzer has aleeady lasoed longer than
maost, Despite his attempts 1o cnish the
workers” movrment snd rodl oul every las
miditanl after the overthrow of the Torses
regime in August L97E, the cracks have been
growing stendily wider in the last |8 modths:

The firal major upsal came ot the end of
Ootober 1972, when thouzands of workers
camnie nul on sirike in protest a0 a 608 devalnat-
ion of the Bolivian pesa. Fucther demonstrations
alses Look place losi arear, when a failure o 18-
adfust the value of the peso afier the devaluntion
of the 1S daoltar meant in effect & second de-
valuntion, The foous of strupgles sl hegan in
spread, with & demanstrabon of 15,000 workers
in La Pae on May Day 1973 demanding that
their trude union federation, the COH, be legal-
ispd apsin.

Banzer's responss was to attempt o divert
the mass struggle through the promize of
ghectlong some time in 1974, But this manoeur-
re only decpensd the contradictons wdthin the
regime. Within days the chiels of the army sond
alr Foree had publicly dencunced any such
rlans. Shortly afteewards, the defection of one

% e . S -
MNR leader Paz Estenisaro — growing resgtance
to Government prompied his defection

by Tormer president Paz Eeronssoro, conlimmed
the prozpect of a mew pericd of instabilicy.

CONSERVATIVE FORCE

The depth of the crisis for the egime i3
most atrikingly illostrated by fhe revalt of the
peasants, Despite pome isolated, Individusl
strugelea the peasaniry have in the past rended
Lo he a conservative foroe. Their representatives
in the leftist Popular Assembly which funetion-
ed under Torres were few in number, and they
were nol slow fo rally to Banzer when e
lnunched his coup,

Indeed, when the first strikes broke out
Banzer clearly hoped o use the peasimls agin
to break the back of the resistance. After recsiv
ing a delegation of suppodt Trom the leaders of
the buresncralised peasants’ orponizations, be i
even reparted fo have announced thal the
peasants ‘must be ready be ke up arms'. And
Lake Uy srms they did, but—wnder the impact of
a1 mige of almost B0 in Mhe cost of living since
Avpuat 18971 it was awfinst Banzer and nat far
Fulars,

Banzer’s daye are oeefainly numbeared after
this development. Bul the key guestion & whes
will meplace him, The peasants themselves demans
ded his replacement by a mew militacy junta.
But that was before dosens of them were pas-
sucred by thal same militars machine

Such a situdtion opens up o real possibilicy
Tor revolutionary chanpe. Whether it is reafised
ar not wil depend on the ability of the van-
guard to break the grip of the reformist bereaue
ratz gnd open up the way for a united strugple
of the peasaniry under the leadesbip of the
working class fof the seiture of power. But ene
thing at least is clear from the events of the last
fortmight in Bolivia: the Chikean coup did not
solwe bmperialism's problems in Latin America,
il merely postponed the day of reckoning.

MARTIN METEYARD

'THE WAY FORWARD": Fublic mesting, Sundsy
17 February 1 230 pm in AUEW Houss, Crass
Gt., Preston, Speakers: P, Heathifield 1Dertwshing
M|, Dave Jackson |Shrevcbury Dafana Corn-
mitred ], Leén Beindie (AUEW NE and convanar,
Laylard Motarel. Organized by Preston Lisisan
Cammitbes.

LONDON RED FORLM: Evary Tuesday ot B pm
in the General Picton pub, Catedonlar Rosd, M1,
|8 ming Kings X tubal, Thig week (12 Fabroaryk:
“Balinism and the theory af sacial ism in one
cauniry’.

NOTTINGHAM RED CIACLES: Wide-ranging
serees of discussiors hased an the palitics of the
Faurth Inserraticnal. Every 2rd and 41k
Tuesday in the manih &t Bam in the Lion Hotel,
Clusmbsii S
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the war to the Vietnamese, the
of “Asiatisstion’ lics nakedly in ruins,

Without the vigorous bcking of US B-52s,
US-manned tanks, and US marines, Thisw bas
showm himself completely wiable 1o maintain
the interests of American capital—or of anyone
else for thet matier—in Yietnam, Exvery move
e mnkes ix o desperate attempt to hold on in
the facs of his continuing decline,

Thg South Vietnamess Army (AR VN -1 he
main prop keeping him in power- is completely
impotant. Invillages which are supposedly
held by Sagon, only 20 miles from the dty,
MLF cadre are openly recrusting me mbers,
hiolding public me=tings (=ven with the
imifitiamen themselves), and executing ‘head-
men” and otier of ficals of the regime with
cage, The much publicised drive by the ARVN
to recapiure the base ai Le Minh near the
Cambodion border has still not been completed
after two months, despite the commitment of
awer A0 men, tanks, and massive serial bom-
bardmenis to the task

Much leis publicised has been the steady
“increase in domestic opposition to Thisu.
Demonstrations by supporters of the “Third
Forea” {mainly confused Buddhisis, pacifists,
and intellectuals around Madam Meo Ba Thanh)
have been held in Saipon. Demonsttations also
erupted at fhe: time of the National Asembly
debate on the changes in the Constitution.,

More siptificantly, there has been an
mmctEass in the combativity and self-organisation:
of the working class m the cities, All references
to this in the bourgeois press are very muted
(eg o report of @ pickel line in the Timer on
L& Jamuary —implying that there was a sirike),
S0 1L is unclear how exiensive such actions g,
But what is ceriain is that mass unemployaent,
soring inflabion, and starvation have desiroved
any urban base that Thicw ever had,

REGIME CRUMELING

Far from Thieu's mgme beinp siabilised by
the ceasefire of o year ago. it has simply crum-
bbed more apnd more, while il withdrawal of
LS froops and planes from Indoching {Torced by
the sucees of the NLFs offensivd has been

shown conclusively (o be @ victory. O cotumnse

mhn-dlln Army gunner lats fiy — but
nopse around Phnom Penh

dochina: puppe

close to collapse

in vain, & FAed Khmer units slowly but suraly tn tha

] Ay il :

none ol the poiats of the ceasefire have been
Fully impleménied, but the teems covstallised
the balence of forces inside Vistnam wery much
in favour of ihe revolutionary forces. There are
still US “pdvisers” in Veetnam, bt Thisu can no
longer call en the B-32s-to keep him going. US
Planes and fonks ave sull being supphed, but
the trained personnel (o man then simply do

nél pxisd, The US bases have not been dismantled,

but the ARYN troops who toak them over have
N iileres) in maintaining them. The lnteron-
hanal Contrel Commision is In operation. bt
H @& 10 no pesition o prevent the consofidation
ol the Provisonal Bevolutionasy Government's
base.

Cne of the main points which has not been
rmplemented at a1l te the apreement (o feleass
ali polinical priseners, Despite the repeated
anmouncements of a seltlement on chis sk, i
15 exiremely unlshely thar Thieu will relepse
any other than a few liberal dignitages. ALl aof
theot, by their nature, are dedicated opponents
of Thiew, and he dare not bave them [reein
the citisi—just a5 he dare not hold the ekeetions
he agreed to, or allow the demecrate Treedoms
e pledpged himaell to maintain, His only hope
ol staying in powsr depends on the fotal
suppoession af all cpposition,

This is why he has anade no attempt o dis-
hand any of the army. despite the fae that
IL 15 3 major contribuior to the inflationary
nafure of the ceonomy, taking over S0% of {he
budpet. Thisis dlso why he pushed through
the Consfitutional drmend ments in Janupry . Na
only did he give himself o virtually unlioted
period i office, but he also abolished the
{theoretical} ebections of provines chiefs and

Phe selection of Supreme Cours judpes by the
Mational Assembly. From aow on, all of them
will be chogen by Thiey himselE

This muked his grip over the executive and
judictary tofsl, und snee the provines chiefs
(o=t huslore b are all ooliiary commanders, it
means that be now directly controls [he
feprossion cutside Saigon os well, 4 Ffurther
point about these manosovres is thal the
creation of posts dependent on total loyally
1o his podiciesis an attempt Lo regain some of
e hase he previcusly hed amongst the
bhureancracy.

In tha Mekong Dhelig and the Central
Hightands, the invusions of PRG teritory ars
still goine on, Agswell as 1he obvious aim of
securing Tice and lermtory . these exzedilions
are intended o mainipin the level of repressian
I zenesal and to kesp the Army by, Bue e
spstemntic defeats of ARVN adventures by
MLF trocps are ruining this parl of Thie's
siTategy. The ignominious delfead suffered by
sectiong ol the army and mavy 10 the battle
over the Paracels Archipeiago did mo exastly
boost monile sither. Moreover, this particulas
defeut uleo raises o big question merk over
Thizu's lugees of paining fareign cerreney
through the sale of bis of the ¥igtnamese
comatline 1o nil conserns.

SIEGE OF PHNOM PENH
Phe sifistion in Cambodia is also sagdly

adcing to the ruin of the Mizon Decirine, On
2| Fanuvary, Sihanoul declared that the (ams
hodian liberation lorces would dao 1heir ubmest
o end the war before the end of this veur; and
stressed thar any compronuse solution was
Lompletely ruled oul. 16 is quite clear tha
Sihanouk nolonger has any restraining
influence on the: Red Kheer mifitants, and
Uhal bes seatement 8 u sefleclion of |heir
deterotifation (o Iree Combodia soon. Al the
indications ape that they wall do exacily that,

t regimes

As the dry season medches its peak in
Cambodia, the bombardment of the capital
has been stepped up, Scrategic areas of Phnom
Perih have heen Rt fepaatediy by FETY accurnte
artillery and missile bombardment, Despite the
rapalm bombing of villoges outside the capital.
and the few big pushes omde by regime
bamdits, the Red Khmers have sot baen
wiakened on any front, In fuet their i Licms
to the South 2nd South-East have been con-
solidated, while in the Sourh-West area
leaflets were circulated on Tuesday warning
that attacks would bepin in threes days” time,

All reads into Phocin Penh have now been
compltely cut—only one convoy has hesn
through since the end of last yesr, For long
pericds each day the airdifts of supplics into
Pochentong airport have zlse heen halted,
and the luck of any rejoicing in the bourgiais
press over the arrival of convoys along the
Mekong River supgests that the river route too
s heen cut, Despite their lack of militzry
supplies. the insurngent fofces have comntio e
e strengthen their grip on the city, and this
- being complemented by the pctivity of Red
Khmer mititunts itside Phnom Panh itself,
amongst the workers and refugess,

All'the indications are that by the end af
this year a final victery in Indoching will be
il aroanid the comer. There ace reslly no
mare oplions left open to Thow, only varia-
tioms of past manoewstes, For Lan Mel in
Cambodia, there are jusl ne opticns at all

It seems clear that (he only way in which
Lhw sitwirtion can be splvaged For imped alism
is either by o reintradustion of 1S military
aitl—unlikely Gut an: impossible—ar thraugh
the subotuging activities of the Puking and
Maseow buiesuerats, Constan) viplanee &=
therefore neceszary for socizlists 1he warld
cwer, Inthe stluation which is now o the
cardd, the weight of inlemariona? sealiclarity
Lol weell be the vital Tactor in Uppine the
balapge towards g final revolutionary auleems
te the jone deawn oul war

iayid dohingan

Red Weekly to sponsor school on Indochina

Ihe EMG Commitces, which met an 26 Ta AT,
considered {he organisaiion’s Indochéng wark.

Er view of the attacks, and thavals af kigpss
amszaits, by o Thicu reginge agaimst e liberated
Forvea and the wssirge af Gjhring in Cam bedia,
which posesa cenewnl oF LS intervention, Lhe
B M ook the postizoa that theoe 45 o meed o
SER up action in solidarre with the peepies of
I,

In Hightaf s, the commilier decidey

o ablesc e mors comeades brothid ae iy

b arganise & vatiomd schaal on South Cast Axia,
b cawer Topucs ke rhe colsis in ThallomE, aw che
ailfarity movemanlsin athar ceasitrios T
VEerran sl ke ueonds, pics

‘Gairy must g0’ say Grenadians - but

The confrontation in the Caribbean sland of
Grenads between Prime Minister Erie Gairy
and the ‘Committee of 22° orpanisations shows
no signs of cazing with independence due in be
pranied on Thursday 7 Febroary,

On the contrary, there is widespread apeculi-
tion that Crairy will Oz the ncopsion to declare
it gtale ol emergency and round up a0 the meain
epposition leaders, He himsell gescribed the
opposition’s fears on Lhis score & *nol without
Saime measuee of justification® at o preas confer
ence earlior this week held just afrer be had
repected any possihilily of talks between the
Lwio sides.

Crpposition to Gairy's methods has prady akly
erydtallised over the last nine months, sa that
the ikland is pow gripped by it third pencral
afrike i this period. In 1972 he won a clear
majerity with 383 al the vates in un election
b which the main isaue was independence, bt
since then Fis failuee 1o institule serious secial
and economic reforms has led tao widespread
support for the radical Mew Jewel Movement
(NIM), At the same time, Crairy s inoneasingly
arbitrary ovethods—he cules mainly thriough
the use of & jarge secrel police Force made up
of ex-criminals und gangsters - have turned
trade wnion leaders and wide sections of the
bisiness community sgainst lsim

Ir Fact, I was an incident on |8 Movember
—when Cuiry's seceet police savagely bealup
Three [eaders of the NIM —which spurked off

the present wave of unrest, A series of stnkes
have gradually broasght almsest all husiness
life on the islind 1o 8 standslil], reaching a
wrescendo on 21 Janesy when membess af (he
sefTet podice opened Cire on @ protesl demonsteya-
trom, killing the Tather of one of the NIM lad
ers god anjuring several others St then the
decision of Calry's Former sugporters bl
Technical and Allied Workers Unioa 4o baks an
dclive part in Lhe opposition mosemen? has
prodused & full-seile peperal strike,

Small s Crrenada is—the rotal popalation
i s Lhan 120, 000- the issaes which e
present suuaticon raises ane meverl heless ex e
Iy important, Mot oaly do they highlight the
sontinuing rede of imperialism m the areas, bt
Lhey alscr illustrace 1he problems of workiong o
u vinhle alraregy in cppeaiiion Lo il

Al presen] thend dne thres comps dn e dis
pube. The fust consises 'of Gdire and his suppor-
Lers, wivo hove been backed to the il by (e
Tory Governmenl —nepotialions sre procecding
to apeed up more than £2m; worth of Brivsh
aidd Lo the repine, sad there s el been itk
ol using the maval Toree now on exereises §a e
argd fo intervens in the ovent o Turther serous
disturbanceas, 11 is ohvicws [hot the key spokes-
men for Brilish imperiolsm st repard Gairy
us the muost reliahle protecies of theirinteesis,

Bul ul the same time widespread support has
adig been pveit- notably by Lord Brockway
ind other prominenl fgares i the Likous

Party, butalse by some Conservative Wit

e Lhe tdes that inde peadence shswld be shelvied
For the moment, Thes seflects the wary 1eal fear
of cetisin imperialise {nterasts that fhers will b
ac reEuril Looseabildity and "basiness psoussl
wliale Crairy somains in power, The corsequanses
oF the presenlostrikes are already tecorning
serlods o7 inslance, il isestmated thel 200
bone of batanss 4 week are part ny bevaikse thess
I8 no-one to load Lhem anto the Geest Industries’
Bivats whicl regaiuriv cal

Unfortunately b is this desmsmd — Far thie
shelving of brde pendeince - which has also been
voiced by mnch of the azpozitisg movement
in Grenada itsell, not excluding even some
lzaders ol the NIM. This CRPTESSES VOry well
the confused mature of the conlitton which has
ETOWO Up in oppsilion lo Galry, ran ging from
the business community which seeks British
rrotdction for s own position visu-vis Crairy,
teronggeh to those who bolieve that & delay of
independence will give British “Fair play' time
b surt oub the dsland's present problems,

COnly g sl minosity of 1he oppasitian,
represnlng o mikitant section of the MM,
Sedne d b present to be pdvodaling g s ugyle for
‘independen e wilhans Gairy”, While this expres-
s il hasic anti-imperialisg comsclousnies, howei-
T, 0E merls Lo b radic ly dewaloped before i1
<un prowide aiey viahle alte rnrtive o Imperialism's
phirms for the aren,

Of ke impartance Here is the Fact that «

o nppadnl o delegacion foonss witk sepresearatives
ol other crganiaaticns with @ vivw todayieg the basis
Fior wnired aerion in solidursty with the peaples of
Enduchin,

Phe commitiee also considered the appeal fog
united senen oo Vicinzm igsied by the Prditica
Carwnanies ol ths Commurist Farty an 21 Tanamry,

It devided o winre (o ihe CF s1zpesking 1 meeting with
Lhecr TEpressi Libives oir flas yuesbiisn,

The school will he epen Lo en-members of the
IMO, and wiEl hesponsand by Beo $ak. Anviors:
winding further infarmation abec | ke sehaal
shold wrige 100 IMG Indochiag Cummaisslan, 47
Calednnian Boad, §oncdon 81,

Damonstration in London last Sunday reflected

the samea canfusion on indepandance fsua

Stule the gize of Grenada s sunply notin a
position Lo challenge the might of impenatism
on ibs oom even Wil is Formally “inde pendent”.
Henve che mnst argeot need is claarly ta

Wik oul politizal perepedtives for combatbng
irperialism et jual on one iskand bud through-
vat the Cadbbean wree. The strength of Gaperi-
glisin lzes in the complete frapmentation of fhe
aren; oaly if strugales sucl o that in Grenads
are devalnpad through integration ot a wider
strugele for a federution of Socizlist Stateg-of
the Caribbean can this crippling weakness be
CVBTCOME,

JOHM S RETON
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As the dust kicked up by the Sunningdale
mepottion bepas to seitle, it is becoming
evidenl thai the political furniture in the North,
of lreland has been moved around the room.

The statemeénis by the UVF alling for an
end o seclarian killing, by the UDA calling
for an end fo the force-leeding of the Winches-
ter prisoners, and the obviouwsiy reciprocal
ending of military action ageinst off-duty UDR
members by the IRA emphasise the imporiance
of the changes.

The statements by Boal and Paiskey calling
for the British to get out of Ireland might be
dismissed as thelorc, of &0 u\pl."l.'m]]:r dEVLous
tactic, bait the evidencs of a rapprochement,
however limited and temporary . between s
section of the loyalists and the Bepublican
Movement i there for all te soe.

RATS IN A TRAP

o oone who hes lodlowed Red Weekly will
be surpresed thet this has happened. Ever since
the British White Paper, we have been [orecasis
ing the destruction of the Orange monolith, and
its pegrouping arsuind new political ohjeciives,
The aplit between those who support the Union
with Britain and those who wish to maintain the
Protestant Ascenda ncy has crested a deep criss
among the protestant ptebeian elements of the
former monolith.

Liks ratsin a trap they have sourned frantic-
ally in every direction, only to find ao escape,
It was inevitabie thal sooner or laler some of
them would venture timidly up the path that
leads to some kind of undertanding with the
Republicans. The oniy surprise & that they
lound il 50 soom.

The Republicans can congratulate them-
selves, They are reaping the harvest of having
smashed Stormontl; they have lragmented the
meoit powerful anti-national force in lreland,
snd may eveniually win new allies in the atrug-
gle to drive (he Brifish ouwt of [reland.

Om the other hand, Britsh imperslism has
schieved a closer alliance with Cosgrave, while
the SDLP & a dagger aimed al the heart of
Republican support in the catholic ghetioes.
And, of course, the loyaliais have not yet been
won over {o the side of the Irish revelution, The
path forwuird s & wery complex one. So the
Republicans had better be very pure thar their
politicy are adequaie,

THREE-WAY SPLIT

The fact that sections of the Loyalists are
now hostile to Britain does not mean that they
will move towarde common political conelus-
woms, On the contrary, they will scatterin af
lesst three directions,

Faulkner and the Asmembly Execufive may
b able towin or buy support from the skifled
protesiant workens, particelardy in the ship-
yards, Sandy Scott of the Moerihern lreland
Labour Party, wha is 2 leading shiop steward |n
the yards, has forcibly pointed out that the
immediate economic inberesis of the shipyard
wiodkers e with the Uniom, the British market
and Britizh subsidies, The NILP could jevive
iksedfl on this platform.

The sectarianism of the Loyalist organisalions
nas not yet been desiroyed. Their hatred of
Britain overshadows their bostility to the cathal-
ics and @ untted lreland, bul only because Brit-
ain has sold ool the Profestant Ascendancy, And
a small seetion of the Loyalisis, abby assisted by
the Military Reuction Force, will i1y t0 wreck
uny rapprochement between Lovalisis and
Republicans, throwgh intimidation nnd assassing-
Roxmy

e g I s
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A recent issue of the Provisional Sinn Fein newspaper
‘An Phoblacht’ challenged revolutionary Marxists to debate
criticisms which they have of the policies of the Republican

Movement. ‘Red Weekly® welcomes this challenge
and here BOB PURDIE discusses the new situation in the
North and the relationship of the upsurge of the
Southern working class

The Republican struggle,
protestant reaction,
and the
Southern working class

A section of the Loyalists will, doubitless,
jump over the wall, and join with the Republic-
ans and sociakists in fightng for 8 new Ireland.
But the proporrions of this three-way sphi
cannot yet be forecasy, The Republicans must
act now Lo ensure that the larpest possible forc-
gs are drawn into the latter category,

LOYALIST-REPUBLICAN LINK-UP

With the Lovalists in their présent mood, a
debate ower ideas i rrebevant. oo world of
hewildering change they are looking for new
certainties, and the biggest asset of the Repub-
Licans is the determination of their strugple
dpainst the British Army and the mass resmtance
of the anti-Unionist population.

The best way o destroy sectarianism, and to
isolate the opportunist leaders of the protesi-

ants, i Lo broaden the social base of the opposit-

ion to British imperialism;
This must mean the development of mass

opposition among the werking olosr in the
Sowrh to the coalition, and its collaboration
wilh Brilain, theough the mtegration of the
current industrial upsurgs in the South with
the nalional struggle in the Morth,

THREAT TO SUNMNINGDALE

The recent rejection of the Mabonal Wage
Aprecment in the South heralds a long serics
ot industrial struggles, which will be sirengthen-
od by the backbone of the rank-and-file shop
stewards movement, prncipally the Dablin
Shop Srewards Committes, which campaigned
for the mjection of the agreement.

This wave of industrial militancy has a direct
bearing on the Sunningdale agreement becanse
it could sat away one of the props- the
Southern Toalition Government. A major
Governmental onslaughl against the indosirial
working class would destroy the Labour Pariy
ardl leave ad the :m]:.' credible government @

Republicans in fighting for a2 new Ireland . . . The Republicans must act now to an-
suré that the largest possible forces are drawn into this category.”

e - s o B

Fianno Fuil which hes aot heen ahle o accept’
the Tl fimplications of Sunningdale.

Bur white the objectve saauits of indpitial
strugghe in the South conld undsrmise. Sunming-
dale. conseious beudership ssequired (F the
ninlional strugge and the working class struggle
are o be integreied safficently topeerdniee
sucl an outcoms. At present fhefendership of
the indusirial strigele does not, in the maip,

m derstand the implications o that sIriggle.
Thew will lead it 2= if it were simply 5§ guestian
ol petiimg higher wapges,

The Republicans have supporicd che strugale.
apammst the Marional Wapge Agreement bl as an
issue quile separale and apart (Tom their own
strupeles, and have agproachoed the warkes
muinly on notionel issues,

REPRESSIVE LURCH

o rmvolutionary cnn afford o leave outof
wceounl the remendowly uneven development
of the crigis in [reland. In the North the atrugpie
o the calholic minori iy 2gainst British im'p:'ri.;|~
iam leads powards the socialist revolotion: o the
South the working class struggle objectively
poses the problem of uncompleted nanonal
revolution—but rot yer as on immedinte probiem
Briem,

There is no gunrantes that both strugples will
grow logether aulomallcally, Whal is needed is 2
strategy bazed on an understanding of the long
term need for 3 combined struggie, and which
pinpoinis those sspects of the Immediang
struggles which cin lead {0 a closer integration.

The main opportunity, open at preseni, fo
draw the struggles closer together s the building
of mass apposition to the repressive larch af
the Free State, taking up swch issues as the
Offences ngainst the State Act, and the current
recruitment campaipn for the Army. Republic-
uns are suffering now from this repression, and
increasingly trade unicmists will get il b the
neck ag wall,

FUSING THE STRUGGLES

I the natonsl strupgple being camried out by
the Republican Movement can be combined with
the imduiatrial struggle in the South, the resulting
fusion befween the minority in the Marth and
the wosking clags in the South will produce a
force with sufficient sodal wetght to pall the
protestant workers io the Morth behind i,

i, 1o luke advanlzge of the new dituation
in the Mosth, the ahove steps are ne cessary.
then what we are talking about is the transfor-
maticn of the anti-imperialist strupgle io the
Morth inte 3 much broader struggle which
spills over info the working class socinlist
revolution.

The challengs to the Republicans can be
aummed up in one guestion ! Ooer Hee frick
Fevaliliion coneist of thane messores neoesdry
to drive the Brivich owt of freland, or i 1R
smaching of Bririgh imperialism the mogt
important comporenl sf @ much brogder
aud mare profound process which will trares-
e freland, polittally, eoonemioaily and
sicizy?

The answer given (o that guestion delinentes
the houndaries hetwesn the sevalutionary
Ee p|_|'bii_|:.a mE, and the revolulionary socilsls
i Ineland coday, just as the attitide v the
mitional siruggle bas separated the revolition-
aries from the reformisis.

Thir i thee Jiesr of rud arfieles, fnophe next, Bok
FPagrdfe w40 toke wp the Bepub!ican Movemers's
paliey o replondl gorerRmMend .

Were councils of action bureaucratically deformed?
A READER WRITES TO RED WEEKLY:

Comrade,

I would fike to raise some poinis conceTning cauncals
al actlon widch vou have mentondad m moend ssuds
of Red PEellp, You assume that these really were the
‘highest forms of the wnited front™ as Trolaky' valicd
arvigle Tom Beawn — wha was &0 the fmne the OF
industrial argariser in the Midlands, and kicked ant
af-the Party soon after as 4 leftiar — analysed he
mumning ol the (ol Sizike aml Lhe Councils of
Action in his natiee Durham in e of Deeecr Acilon
published in the winter of 196261,

Coancdls af actxn wert confined to-existing SO
tiea and & man who lived jast oo one Sde of the
border and traveiled dcros the barder to wark was
Linked, in the urdon, wilh people a1 the other end of
his sounty and noc with his sockmates. He was nol
askid (o picked bis cum place of work, but to go o
n-l:l"u:: perhaps mies away.

Less than a guarter o 41l the wnienissd workers
in the county were in Fact called oot on aorike, The
councds of nction acted ta prevent elher workers
coming vul in sedidarliy of 1o forgsall sny form of
picketing which wenl bevand that preserified,
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I councils” compesition was nor netahly
demrsirabic znd £ had ligtle concser duging the
course of the strike with much milllant spindon.
Indeed such & depressing pictuce did Brown paint
that I commented al the end -afler quotieg som
CP theorists wha sid; ln Kussia twese couscls al
action were called soviv 1" "Now we know what
sowils wers,’

Unless, of cowrse, they were righl amd the
taresicratic defarmation lay in e soviets 2t the
Tzigght ol e Cotaber Revelulion as woll as i the
Fact that thase saviets "took over nlmast incact the
whals apparatus of Che Tiaret slate” [Lealn),

Which woull of comrse mean thal such workers'
e a4 axgbad oporatod an o Trarist civil service
and urmy persanne] heonph defeomed soviels, and
thraiagh tlgs Tsarist apparatas aver whod was-nmi
alter [enin®s death —u predominarzly capitalizi
ECOPHHTY,

Perbapa Vou shawld kaok mare carefully at the
coancils of action,

Fraternally,
Laurens Otier

Editor's Reply;

Conarade Qirger 5 cogrest 4o cirtlelse our

equalion ¢f vomngils ol aclivn with sovists The
sauncilsal action, a5 they existed during the genenl
sirifs, wete el tainly no more than encbryordc argns
of workers' poweer and never develaped to the level
of sowviets,

Al Lbe s time, Comrade Olier appears o be
misinformed on same foetisl questions concerning
the caou neils, Taess bodivs avne not anganised on a2
caunty hass but an o ocul bass, caielly based on
existing rades cotnecils, Theos wece cnace than 90
suvh badics in ibe Londan are, Tor examiple.

In some cases the ceuncil of action was estaklizhed
44 & s b-cammitie: of the wades council More fnegu-
vall¥ The iradus council enlarped icsel by cameassing
lar deiegaies from proveomsly wnarfilianed heanslics,
and co-ppikng eepresena v el foonm e vaciou s individie-
al wnians' aorike conmitices in the Jocadity, In oiber
wastd L il ol aclion - psoally termed a joint
strike committee” - was just o federacion of wnian
shrilice camenircees,

Liigham, S0 which comrede Olber oelers s ane
al the wer¥ few casss i which o regxanal struchare was
orected. Bul this was nal on o county hasis, [t wasa
generzl council representing rhe strikers of Ducham
and Marthumbetlacil. When a regienal conference was
camvened by this Bady seme 20 councils of actien and
52 sirike committees im ke I%0 counies st delop
(=8

The coanzils of aorion d¥ indeed suifer fram mansy
werknesses, same more 53 than ofhers. But thay did
prewide a [ramework within which the mass seregels of
i enrire wocking class coald be united snd orgodsed,
ard the wookers could starl Lo take over the admiate
rafion of zocial life from the copitolist slate machine,

A (he sleike propressed —despile comiinoal obsiruc-
tem fram the TOC General Councd and prablems af
trade union sectlomlian - the Cooncils were fapced
L1 ke an wider and wider respansibilllies: the contial
of gramspart; dhe adnunistiateon of power spplive:
pickeling; the dissemination of imfarmatian; and the
establisument of organs of workers' self-defemee,

A coniiovation of the stcike waull have necessscar-
ed & drastic overhanl in the stnicoors and opeition
of the Councads. But thers is every measan o belisve
that this ransition could haye been made, and penuing
regans of workers" democracy and warkers” povwee
winild Jave vomss into exislenos,

We vannol expect workers” power o suddenly
spring [octh in all its purity, 18 will emerge bit by
bt out af the harsh boghe and objecthve decosily of the
vlaes struppde, marked by all the swaknesses of the
class which gives hirth te it - rade orinn secticnalism,
polditical heckwandness, refarmse dlusions, continued
erdiErsme an i burcaucra e idvas and procedurns

I is the job of cevelutivnaries to transform what
may at first seem loke o rather patheric offsaringe imio
the fulkblown expreselon of e pewer of (he working
Clams



Phain.  Wonkers Fress

The Transport and General Workers® Union has,
BE lasC, after more Lthan two mon ths. given
recogrition to the strike of 83 Asisn workers
&t Covenlry Asi Castings, Wuneaton. The
manapement was informed on 2 February

that the rest of the workers would be called
ol within seven days.

The dispuie is part of a long struggle sgainst
managemani aitempia 1o break the union i the
fsctory. The sirike began on |0 December after
i worker in the die-casting shop was sacked for
mizt working fest enough, This shop was
opeialing an overtime ban at the time, in
pursmt of a wage cladm, and the workers took
the view that this was an attempt to inbimidaie
them.

Despite the lack of solidarity shown by
ather workers in the plant, support for the
Asians has been growing steadily in the local

: By . . . there san be little doubt that withowt the solidarity of local milaants, the combination of management
*ﬂﬂ“““ﬂ'“ police Mﬂm-“. and delay by the foot-shuffling TR G bureaucracy would have broken this important struggle.”

Art Castings strike finally made official

labour movement, At 8 mass meeling on

| February the Ari Castings workers werse
Joined by siriking workers from the Southall
Textile factory, which ks heen out for ten
witks, represenfatives from the Surling Metal
lactory, and Coventry busmen who are
operiting & waork Lo rale over non-peyment of
Mew Year's Doy camings.

TASS membsers in the Alvis faciory in
Coventry have sucoeeded in gotting Art
Castings products backed, and now that the
sitike iz official such .a:..ll-:_:un should be widely
extended,

This ouwiside solidarity worred the manage-
ment, especially when il resulted in mass
pickels being formed. On 27 January a mass
picket was attacked by police, and four mem-
berg of the local tmde union action commitiiee
were nrrested. The four were, Jack Sprung, &

will-known local militant, his fwo sons, and
Garyn Jones, Coventry IMG and UCATT
member, Trode union officials present protestad
to the police ab what they said was 3 quite
unprovoked and violent aftack

This atrack was only the tip of the weberg,
The Asians have suffered constant harassment,
including demands o produce their passports,
and threats of arrest &8 illegal immigrants.

There can be little doubt that without the
solidarity of local milltants, the combination of
managemeal viclimisation, pollece harassment,
and deday by the fool-shuffling T&G
bureavcracy would have broken this impartant
siruggls, which confirms the power of picketing,

It is the attack on this rght which hae pu
the Shrewsbury 3 in jail, and I& the basis of
the charpes against the four Art Castings sction
committee milibanis,

‘Women against the

Tories’ conference to
take up three-day
week struggles

A5 the case of Fean Jepson (see page 12) shows,
the three-day week has hit women workers more
severely than ofher sections of the working
class, Mol only are they among the most poorhy
organised. but shore-time working aggravaies the
special problems which they face as both wamen
and workees, If husband and wile are bolh work-
inga I'2-hour day, for example, who is going io
ook after the kids?

The Tories have tried to shift the responsibili-
i for the threg-day week on to the KUM, and
the problems which women face make them
eppecially vulnerable to this altempt to split
the rest of the working clase from the miners,
It is eamentisl that the isolated struggles which
have broken oot among women over the tliree.
day week are given the maxlmom co-ondinmtion
us part ol a united {hrust against the Tories,

Thie is one-of the mportant tasks of Lhe
conferenee on “Women Againsl the Tories”,
initisted by the IMGC in Londan. So far wosk-
shops have been planned on geseral prohlems
such as equal pay and trade union democacy,
ag well as on specific issues like the cole of
womer in the niiners’ strike | the struggle
againgt British lenperialsm in brelund, 1he
tlee-day week , und 1the Shrewsbury anti-
picketing trinls,

The confereno: will take plaoe on Bunday,
L¥ February, at lmperial College Stud=nts’
Linton, Pringe Consort Boad, London 5%
A creche wall he propided, The registration
lee is 23pal the door, and any further deratle
required can be obtained from the IMG,
( Wouneste' Conferencel), 97 Caleflonion Raoad,
London N1,

Students plan solidarity action with miners

A8 Wi g0 Lo press stodenis ars preparing fos &
massive demonstration in Londen this Friday,
in opposition to the Government's artacks o
the living standards of students and workers.
They will demand a 30 per cent increase, to
bring the basic grant up from L4835 to D635,
and full grants for all students.

This demonstration @n be the fucus for
nafional direct action on thess demands and
the initiation of a campaipn to beat back the
mnssve cuts in educational spending by the
Tories, It is also the first opportunity fer
students Lo solidurise with the miners® struggle,

Unily betwesn students and workers hax
alieady haen refllecled in the pledpe made by
ASLEF, to ensure that trains carsying students
to the demonateation will gel through, despite
the gaborage attempls by British Rail. and a
stzeabie contingent of miners will marck in the
demonsiration to ¢xpress solidarity with the
stadents' demands,

In the University of Keot atudesis and the
lecal labour movement are discussing propesals
for a plekering and transport pool, and the
tuking over of sccommadaison in the oniversiby
to aid the miners, Thew are alen providisg aceem
madation fora Hig conference of East Kenl
trades councils, which is being backed by the

NLIM, Similar initintives hayve been taken by the
London Student Orgsnisation.

Broad-based support conmitiees should be
set up, and mass meelings betwesn students,
local trade unfonigte and miners shoald he
held, 5o a5 Lo involve the maximum possible
number of students in such solidariiy activity,

A high level of focal mililancy is heing
shown on the students’ own demands. At
Ckford Polyiechnic and University a confarencs
on granls @ being organised. It will be addressed
by Drawe Jackson of the Shrewsbury [helance
Cammitiee, and an ¥UM speaker. Manchester
students will be holding 2o srea raliy to discuss
ibe way fosward for the granis compaign, in
allinnce with the minere’ strupgle,

Students al Easi Apglia Universily Tollowing
thr cocupaiion last ferm in soliderity with the
Parex students' struggle, have forced their vice-
chancellor to concede s price freesea demand
aleady worr ol Oxfond Paly,

T'he experience in thege collegea confii ma that
the only way 0o inake sure that price freeses are
enforced is o hald over the hesds of Lhe aoihor-
itiee threals ol direct .a_l_."'ti_l:'_lnl and acdive CO-Gpora:
Lo with campus workers,

FaYy 2URMS

Fascist thugs strike in Brighton

Four fascist thups made a lightning allack on
the honkshop of the CFBIM-L) in Brighion
Last Samurday. They turned over Fuesliure,

threw books on the floor, and tore down posiers,

The comeade looking al'ter the shop waz knock-
ed Lo the ground,

They then sought out Cam Mathesan, Prosid-
el of the Students’ Union ot Susex Universily,
They intimidated Cam, who i 2 member of the
CP, ioto sticking up » Nationsl Frool poster,
nnd warned thai they would return a week Loter
Lo fse (hatl it wos still wp. They also made anti-
semilic remarks abowl a gicl Lypist, and threai-

enegl e smash the gaseses of the editar of the
Union papes 'lata his eyes,

Tt secma wnlikely that the four were from
the Brighion aren, bot known NF members
wiore seen on the campus the week belore,
pissibly on A reconalssance mision, If Lhis
mextis that the Front are orgonising groops of
truvedling thugs, the implicarions ace seriousd.
Any attack must be mel by the united seli-
defence of all working class organisarions, and
this must include the expulsion of all NF mem-
biers from the MUS, and the rigorous exelosion
of all NF activities from colleges,

REDNOTES

Kent students occupy

ore than five bundred srudents =i the
University of Kent orcupied the repistey
building on Tuesday aftesaoon Lo demand
the reingtatement of Joe Connar, 8 OP

‘member who bas been gaked to withdmw

from the universly, He was originally told that
this was because he had massed pero seminars,
but when he disproved this charge, he was
Informed that his academic record was
unsntisfactory.

Trade wntonists on the campus have Been
dkid for supporct, bt the unive ity has
refused to hear representations from the oade

unions on the cise,

Students disrupt RAF recruiting

Students at the University of Enst Anglia
horried o genior RAF officers, who had come

toe polerview podentiol recrnits o the armed
forces. last Thursday. Ax the interviews were
transferred to another building demonstraiors
chanted: ‘Troops oul of Ireland —Intemees oui
of Jail', and “No campus recruitinent for armed

[

Following the sucees of this demonstration,
which wus organised by the International
Marxiat Group and supporied by the Smudents
Unitsn, there are plans (o organise 3 progest
o 11 February, when o team from the Mioiisiry
ol Defence will mterview women For jobs in
thie intelligence service,

- - L
Support committee in Haringey?
Haringey Tradee Council is te consider the s=rting up
ol a4 sapport committes for the mimers, following &
puhlic meeting on the sorugge spaingd e Teadcs
hedd 1 the Trades Councd on 31 Januasy. A resaluk
ine o ihis effect was moved by IMG member Val
Ciralmm, who iz assistant seorecary of Haringey NUT.
and was enthesinstically supported by the ane
hundred trade wnkonists proseni.

Abn Taitam, regionul veganser of UCATT, speak-
ing an the Shoewdlbiary 3, sud: ‘Take away the pie ke
Line @nd the sirike is immpotent, that®s whac 1he Skheews
bary 3 s all aboui, for Burke, Kent WUM President,
gptaking on the witch hunl sgainst the nmers, wald
"When we go out on steike in Febeuary the miners will
he carrying i busden far the entire wc.-kr_nt-_ cdass
oo wi will never have bees pronder.”

Police raid London squatters

Early on Wednesday morning two howses in
Elgin Avenue occupied by sgunatiers were
raifed by police, The roid involved membera
of the Special Pairod Group, the Specinl
Branch and CID, They claimed to be investigai-
ing the bank robbery at Stanstead Airpori, bai
evinced greal interest im political literaare,
and took away some IMG Internal documents,
Four Irish people were tnken away for
questioning, bt all were released some hours
later. [t la evident thai the mid was yet more
inlimidation agninst this miitant cenitre of
the squatters' movement in London,

New racsm conference planned

The problem of racist influence on workers
wis discussed ot 8 apeaal delegate conference
cilled by Hariogey Trades Council last Sunday,
Io the recent borough elections in Tottenham
the Labour Porty only just seraped home in
ome ward, with %64 voles to the 730 vobes for
the openly racist National Independance
Party, ond 30 for the National Front, This has
shown up the parulysis of the Labowr Pacty in
facs of he racsis,

The conferance decided toset up s working
commities, and o ek sponsoship fara
broader conferance rom all crganisations of
the working class and their allies in the
Haringey area.
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Woman convenor
fired for refusing to

abandon 40-hour
pay guuntee

Az the two-day lockout bites, mamy
smad] and medium-sice engineering
firms are trimming their wage bill by
refusing to abide by agreements which
lay down a puarsnteed bamic wage.
Often for male workers, three doys'
pay phes two deys’ unemployment
bensfit can be more fhan the guiran-
teed minimum wage. But for women
workers who eam leds, and receive
lower unemployment benefil - if any
thie gunranteed wage is often crocial,
Three weeks sgo, Jean Jepson, a
militent TEGWLU comvenor @l Arm-
sirong Palenis Lid., in Beverley near
Hull, was summanly sacked for refus-
ing 1o sign sway the puarantesd 40-
hotr week, The tachicd of her em-
ployer and the response of the union
are reveiling In the following bnter-
view she descnbes whal took place
and below i a late-news follow-up

*The 'company regarded it as imperat-
ive that the workforee should, where
necessary, go onto o three-day wéck
and sipn on =5 onemployed for the
olker wo davs. My refasal to en-
dorse fhis plan by the company o
ohtain state aid lof the purposs of
{imancing a two day lock out resuited
in ihe company sacking me. They
accused me of “continnous and dedib-
erate diruption”,

I was acting on 1]3-.-. edlicial uston
insituctions. which were thal no local
branch odficial had the anthority o
sipn away on agreement negoliated st
pational level. And | was noi willing
i3 participate in whal amounted to
the people al larpe subsidising the
company throsgh unemployment
beneiits, while the workers involved
tuflered fonancial hardship a2 the fes-
ultof 8 three-day week introduced by
o Tory Government o which the
company makes political contribut
1011

‘It & vrue that onaly about a hund
red workers Tolowed me oul bl |
consider that there were three basic
regsoms for this, Firstly, the fhree-
day week, =5 it was designed 1o, has
made e #verage worker uncertain
of his or her earmings pofential, and
thig hes had a definite regressive of-
fect on thetrr mililaney.

‘Beoondly, the company mounted
§ MIAESIVE EIII.'IEIF.E-BEE'H CAMPpalgEn og=
singt the woekforce, faced with a
sirong element ol inlemidaticn, The
workers wens subject to regulir fac-

Jean Jopeon, the sacked comvenaor: °l
replise now that trade unloniam is
subject to savage political attacks’

tary broodéssts informing them that
they were nol (o support me, on paki

of redundancies, sackings, layoifs and’

wial have you,

;*And then the F&GWLU  distric
officer and me were obsirocied at
every turm by the company in - our
sliempis o talk to the memberdip, &
completely flagrunt breach ol all
procedures belwesn e umon and
the company. | believe that the com-
pany infends o break the union bl
the factory, and sees my dismissal os
the [irst siep fowards thal end,

*l realise now that trade unionism
& subject to savage polifical ablacks
and [ lovow that in futare 1 wall kowe
1o bear this in mind,

The dismimal of Jean Jepson was
later confirmed at a kanparco court
held @l Bridlinglon, Y orkshine, on 21
danuary, The judgss comprised four
management mwpresentstives and two
shop stewards prcked by the Dirm and
two women shop floor workers chos-
an by Jean Jepson. Only the two
women volad for Jean Jepson, The
latter was oot given the right to at-
feind the enguiry, let alone speak.

While publicly declaring that the
convenor ‘must be sopported”, Les
Upfold, the T&GWU regional organiz-
g1, has agreed [0 parbicipaje in Lhe
setting up ol the eiection of a new
convenor, and 1§ preparing fo take
Jean Jepson’s cnse before rthe in-
dustrial Relations Court. Hull deck-
ers and workers af Fenners’ engineer-
ing works have agreed to black Arm-
strong’s  material - and sirikers now
plan Lo bowr the coumiry for wilér
suppart,

IMG IS SPONSORING A CONFERENCE
ON "WOMEN AGAINST THE TORIES’

ON 17 FEBRUARY
See page 11 for details
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Is wour emphover a boander? Is bo hoddi
back gnods 10 benefil from rising prices’
This is the questen which workers st a
Glesgnw food warehouse are axking, and
they am tking inidstrial m:ti!'n o ged
the answer.

Seveary drivers amd 120 warehonse-
men at the Thorsdichank wamchouze of
Albied  Supplisrs  (Scodsnd] L. e
blacked stocks of 30 tons of léotds slnce
15 January when ihe conpeny decidged to
hegin to distribute them to some of 4
B0 redal oolleds 5 Seotland and the
Morth of England.

Lentils are it exircmely shart supply,
ursd few stores have anv on their shelees
All lentids zos Biporesd from the Lebanon,
apd costs hee increassd Imom E12B 3 ton
st Jung b0 £345 in Movember. Retall
prices hve shal up corretpondinEhy.

HOARDING INQUIRY

What the workers st Allied. Suppliers
wENt o kow 18 why did thele employers
hildid back 30 tons of the ceroal they rec-
eived im Movember gntil the retail price
had Incesesed froin & o I3p 4 poond @
lanuary?  And  this question, combined
with the hlacking, hav so seaned the cmn-
pany thatl i1 bas taken lacps adwerbisemi b3

in the Scottish press ta justify its posicion,
The warshause workers, membess of
the TEGWL and USDAW, ae demanding
that the reigll price of e beily b
seduced? And reduesd ta 18p 2 povnd’

* The workers are plsa demarding an
enquiry infe the whale affaie. Bal Tindiag
i body of the vapitalEl stave willing and
able to conduct one has g far proved
difficult. The Prices Haard, on n variery
of grounds, cannot do-fhe jobs, despite all
the Towiet” talk of ‘curine infalen st a
siroke’.  And  althoagh the management

nngl the umion officialy are approaching
fbe Depactmen] of Trade & Indwsery,
tha DTI has no power tooact in this erea,

S0 Par ke weorkecs bave nod bBesn very
clear aheul the composition of the #nguiry
thev want. Hut one thimg secnmis very
clear, The capilalls)” stale wds nol made
in do things like meduees the price of
basle brerd and hatier stems of the Tamidy
g L

Higt rle workers should tern toe dbén
pam mesourses The Dade wpion  mowe
ment should hold its cwn colaiy
pabliv. Members of the Pay Board, cons

limer nodses, and the company, could al
b invited aloe® o aniwer |:_||'.i:-.:|.'ir.|115.
If they showed up, all oo the  good
A awsdience of trade prinmists and wigilant
honmratves woukl sbon pet &1 the tnich,
If they falled to show up, the public
counhl draw [z awn canclassng,

The enguiry would punlish its findings
and theoexl steps could e be dsensed,
The support penegated by the enguiry
would provide the basis either Uor fouglssr
Jmdustial actbon to farce the company o
bowwr s prices ar fo erganise the distre
ibution and sali of eatily by e workems
themseres

PIOMEERS

This action oo Alled Sapplizrs is of
mome vakue o ile workers maeement Ean
ali the pious speechue af the Whour leaders
abeat anflanion. Actons Hke Hesse oould
begin Lo bevs somy effect on rising priees,
a8 well ox win sopporl for the trade wnion
mavensei rmn amcng many peoplé whao
have been kiddsd along by the Tosies
promises and conbed inlo supportimg their
hmtlm: al 1 wniens,

i is not individual acts of profireering
which liv behind the  estronomical e i
fand - prices,  Bescribeless, soruggies hy
warkers against cises of profiteeclng Sin
lev thu hasis For a sesbous offort by the
workers movement W combat price mses.

Whai the workars af Alled Supplite
have done is o show (hat fhe workems
miveenenl necd oot nely  helphessly on
the Govermmeen L or 1he sutharitics 10 take
action apainst rising prices. Ow the con-
trury, the inltetoes of wockers in ks fact
oiles  andd warehouses is indmnepsahle
The hossoes are ol af all feighténcd by

e ciwil service; uc chey e thrown inld

WORKERS BLACK LENTILS TO

FORCE PRICE REDUCTION AND
INQUIRY INTO HOARDING

o

Siacks of 30 tons of lentils sitting in the warchouse of AHied Suppliors in
Glasgow, They arrived in Mowembser, wihion the retail price was 1Bp a pound,

but the company did not begin to mova them until January, whaen the price
had increased ta 23p, The worksrs then immadiately blacked them

x panle when the workes begin fo imier-
fere with matters which the bases think
they hme eeery mghi Lo keep sl
i the demand of the labowr mave
meat Fora Tutwre Lab<auT goscinment Lo
freeze prices were mel, the hoss wonid
nwr b all mnasis of sabotage, bribery
the autharities, omation of arkifizazl
-.I1-."r|'_EE=. ple, To maoke any price Inoeze
clTeetive, wockers throughoat Indasiry
wauld Hiwe ko Follow the exumple of

A roup of women afe fo hold a
42-hoir fast and vigll oulside Braxlon
Prison ln solidamty with the Price
gsters, and che othde prisoners on
hunger strike. The vigl s beiog orga-
niged by the Women in Ireland Col-
tective, ond will begin at 2 pon. thiz
Friday evening. It will lasl unbid the
armvil of sn Icdab Political Hostapes
Campaign march, 4t about 3 pan. on
Sunday, 11 Febrdary, The march
will Begn at Claghom Commaon al
130 pam,

Actor Owill Cusack, snd Deery
journalist Eamonn MolCann wers ad-
ditions fo the platform of the IFHC
public mesting in the Conway Hall
an Thursday. Other sprakers included
sopcer-player  Famonn  DMmphy,

The IPHC ic keeping up the: pres-
gure of its campaign, a car cavalende
through Londoms West End altract-
ing considerable aftention last. Satwr-
day. Leaflels were distriboted -and
palloons painted  with slogans. re-
leased into the air, Guelic football
players stopped their gume (o support
an IPHC picket when it marched

Women plan two-day fast and vigil
in support of hunger strikers

those £t Albiod Sapplicrs, Frerything to be
checkml, rathing to e kepl sofpsl This
swaild ly the hasis for s nel detemrent
aver the boges — workers orpamied [0
cxepclse dineet comeion againet affenders,

The exampls. set at Allied Suppblers
should ke generslised and extended aoros
the  workess movement, Wy afe Doosd
prices tlalpa? Part of e answer may Jie
n the warehwouse in Hee faciory yand
Wiy g tnke o ok an Maday moroing?

through playving fields at the bock of
Wormwood Scrubs Prizor o0 Sunday.
e, Do Cosla, and Bouen Rose
Smith of the Haldane Society, This
indicates the breadih of sopport for
the retum of the poscners to finsh
Uieir sntences in the North ol Ire-
Land.

Suppirtars from London aod the
Midlands - will join o picket al -
tree Prison o Markel Harbatou gn;
near’ Ledcester, at 230 pom, on Sum-
dav |7 February, Coaches will leave
Quex Rd., off Kilburn High o 18d,,
London - al 10 a.m, that morning.
Fha peturg fare i5 L1,

Meunwhile In  Canlerbury  the
execntive of rhe Students” Union
al the Updversity of Kent passed g
rzeotution last week celling on the
MUS to launch o campeign in sup-
port of the ‘Winchester Prisoreta.’
And a general mesting of the Union
ar Cantetbury cverwhelmdngly passad
& resplution, 1o be debpted at the
Liverpool Conference of the NS,
lling for the withdmwsl of Brifish
Troops from [reland, and the mbease
of 21 Irish pelitical prisoners,

FUND DRIVE

A CHALLENGE TO ALL READERS:
SMASH FEB FUND DRIVE TARGET!

After 2 gond start oot emergency fund drive had coached 5 dightly disappointisg end. i
chosed af ELTY2.92, which is £207,08 short of owr £2,000 tarpet,
The crisis in Britain has deepened, and the miners sfe preparing o historic sinsgsle, Thal's
why we mre hack ilis month with [2 papes, with mose mews, more analysis, more hack-
groend moierial, ond more discussion of dhe strategy Dor victony.
Please help s b0 carry . Boost it Februsry Fund Drive over the £300) mark, Give

us fhe meoney MO Send bo fed Weekiy, 97 Cabedemian Boad, Losdon K. L.
T T o S e il
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