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ol 0P PHASE 3

Last Wednesday's meeting of top trade union bureaucrais served

pnly oné purpose

to pdd the seal of the entire trade unton bur-

eaucracy to the treacherous manoeuvres in which the TUChasheen

engaged over the past week.

The Tory Government, on behall of the entire ruling class, & mast-
erminding a ruthless attack on working class living standards amd

organsation

Phase 3, the Shrewsbury tnals, the 3-day week. But

these so-called ‘leaders’ of the trade union movement can think of

only onc answer — retreat.

[By CHRIS BALFOUR |

These men have the power to throw
the entire weight of the most power-
ful working class -movement in the
world spainst 2 Government whose
policies are altacking the living stan.
dards of the vast majority of the
population.

Instead of using this power, they
choose 1o ry End woo the Tory
Gorermment with sweel faflk and

hali-baked concessioms. But the Tor-
s e not fools — they will only
settle for a firm puargatee thal Lhe
U will underwrite Phase 3.

The TUC, having placed itsell om
the alippery slope of compromise
will be metmed (o go further, Hovning
rejecied the opporomily [0 lead
the working claes movoment forward,
it has ledt itsell with little alicronative
bul ti rebread even further, Already
Seanlon 15 asunng ihe Tores thot the
mgfional enginecring claim 18 fot -a
challenge Lo Phass 3,

A massive movement of protest — &
flocd of resolutions from all trade
union bodies, mass rallics, stoppapes
and boblies mugl by organiasd
againgt @ TUC sell-nal over Phase 3.

Every trade uniondst converned wilh
delending the living standaords of him-
self and his fellow workers must
demand thalt the TUC break off all
Lalks with the Government, and backs
the  mipcres with the welpon that
can mosl effectively unife the work-
ing class and mosl readily defeat the
Tories — a8 peneral strike o hring
down Lhe (rovwernmenl

Phota: Peter Harrap [Aapart]

Cmly a massve working-class counter-
offensive can prevent furlher rubmg
class attecks and more treachery on
the part of the buresucrats. The
organdsaiion of such an offensive
must . now' be the central congem
of rank-and-file miliiznts, This means:

1, Drganise strike action against Phase
Three: in particular campaign (or o
national strike by the miners, engin-
eers and rallmen.

2. For a fighting alliance againsi
Phase Three: in pariicular, ¢o-ondin
ated action by the miners, engineen,
and railmen,

3, Defend the Shrewsbary workers:
for & mational building srrike and
mass indusirinl solidarity action o
[ree the 3, reverse the verdices omd
end the trials.

4, Make the bosses bear the cost of
the threedlay week: no wage rednct
loms of redundancies becanse of the
Tory lockot,

The final manccuvee which the Tory
Governmenl will resort €0 in order
to disopient e workers' movement
will be a soup penernil glection. Here
spin the dnion bumaucram will prove
the Tormses' bedl frends by caliing
for an end Do all mdustrial action

until sftoer the cloction.,

Such o move would Be worth millions
of wvotes for the Torics, because il
woutld allow them (o poss as ‘masters
of the gituation' — something which

would be imposibie i the election
were Lo take place while the whole
country was laid-off tweodays a week

SRPSETE

eneral Secretary Len Murray (con tre) &t Wedresday 's meeting of trade union leade

orLL-0U1

and Industrial struggles were on the
upsurge,

The way lo defeal the Tories al the
polls 5 by sreppimg-up  industrial
action. Mick McoGabey, Scoitish min-
erg’ Pregident, told the Scottish NLUTM
delegate conference on Monday that
the miners should intensily their
overtime ban during an election to
give them more time to work for the
defe=al ol the Tones, Far baiier would
be a mahiomal mifners® sirike and the
dizpilch of Nving pickels o onsinis
mugs anti-Tory demongta ons arownd
the country. Let the oofcome of 1he
next pencral election be decided at
the [clory gales and inm the Sireels
— where the workers' movemenl has
poiwer!

Centrol to all the fssks facing the
tradd union movernent n the wecks
nhend is the construction of Courcity
&F Actior, 1epresentative of the whole
lubotir mmorement, in every bocality.
Such bodics could opganise maximum
support for the campaign against the
TULC sell-out, build mass support for
thee  Shrewsbuory  militants, provide
loci] goordination of the  struggle
againgt the crisia, aod lavnch o cam-
piign of indusiral and mass action
againgl the Grovernment in the cvent
of an election,

Through such activilies these bodies
would establish deep roots in the
workers' struggles and, if nalionally
roard imated, wikild Become g POWEL
against which no Government and
no trade union buresucral  could
atandd,

ra. This meeting mada

it perfectly ciear that tha bureaucrats cannot lesd the movement Torward in the fight against the Tary Govern-
ment, Rank-and-file militants must organize through Councils of Action in evary area to take the leadership of
the struggle and lawnch a working class counter-offensive against the Tory attacks,

SHREWSBURY
CONFERENCE
RECALLED

The Livwrpoo! Treder Courell e re-
orlivel the Shrewshiry Conferenoe wiich
fimmt mied s Seprember, gftended by
over SO0 rade wndor defepetes, o plan
e exieddion of the 4.'|:|‘.|h!ﬂ'ﬂ_l'£'l'_l SRR
fhe Shemwshury irizly ond the faelling of
rhree workiag clase mdlinde s The Con-
SereHew will el on Soturnday, 2 Febrs
ary in St (Pesrges Hall, Liverpos]
Credonilals and fursher Infarmarian aon
e abteiasd frose Simown Froeer, LTC
Segretery, X7 Motrow Gardens,  Liver-
poul 3 frel: 0512 36-1 778

e folowing i o sfeferent from
rhe Iniematiorei Marcinr Grogp oa fhis
gryctal comforence;

i 2 Febroary delegotes from all over
Eritain will mecd |n Livesponl 1o discuss
the line of dction needald o free the
Shriwsbury 3 and defend the ather mili-
tamts on tril, Frvery trade union branch,
and every Sheewsbury defence commid-
fee miml make an allout ot to win
sappori for this conference, Site and
factiry  mpetings moust be held, amd
debegmies elecied from workplaces, docks,
trade walon branched. and dofence com-
mitiees. Buf we must fkeocn from the
experience of the Shrowsbory mpasgn
w0 far.

We muast ensure that the decisions of
thig cunference hawe a real meaning in
the mbour moversent, Theie eve been
endugh perlions aml eesdlulions 1o fofn
o paper chaim from Clydeside to Toaens
10 Streer. From mow on these mst be
ne mure protests which waste emcrgy
amd wchicve nothing. Mo resiricting Che
campaign to “pressure’ on the  trade
anion leaderalvipa: [hew ane & millsions
arvursl the workors” necks, and we must

mol Ci¢ the mmprigm o theme There
must b an allout, 1%, commitment
tor foafresiriad @t

We mast kill seone dead any abtempls
o wplt Shrewsbury anay from the
other artacks om the working chs. The
Shrevwsbury campaign mast bepome the
fulerum which will furn ¢he full weight
of the labour movemnend agaiest  the
Tary government—the  poprce of aff
s atiacks.

We must.eut across the confesion
wreated by (hose wihd, ke the Comm-
umisd Turty, want e parcel up sepamichy
the response oo cach attack. This creates
a siualpon [n which no soction of the
chizs ix clear vn the action required or
on how to win support  from  other
sections if tey Jo act, This strengihens
the hand of thow im the tmde umion
leadersivips wisn are preparing oo Theow
owver &l the wiciorses won sb Far oy
workers in [he [ight againgt the Tories.

The Birmingham UCATT shop stewands
have given (he kad. They pamed & res-
afution calling for an Indefinite sirike
in the building trade until the 3 were
feewd amd ihe charges dropped. Every
tnde wnioniat and every  delegate 8t
the Liverpod] oonference must be won
to mupport for o resofution slong the
following lines

. This conferenee calls for imd uatrial
acdion by all workers, during the appeals,
to free the Shrewsbury 3, reverse the
eopviclions, and sop the sl

2, It sopporte all moves fowarnks indef-
imite sirike action in the bulbdieg tade,
3. ln the event of am indefinite natbhonal
building strike the conferemoe calls Iur_J

ERNEST MANDEL

g leading member of the
Fouwrth International

speaks on

‘CAPITALIST CRISIS OR WOR KERS' POWER®

7.30 pm — ‘ednesday 23 January — 5t Pancras Assembly
Rooms, Camden Town Hall [opposite 5t Pancras stetion |

—
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Shrewsbury — New trial starts
as strike action discussed

L the swech = Londos in defence of the Shrewshury workers — task now is to mobilise from this for Liverpool recall mnfara ]+

NATIONAL STRIKE BY BUILDING

el raieey. ek oe Tomdm (o Semand
S wuwae of the Thrwabmy Thee The TAG

e Che ow-dwy doppage offiowd - ke i
B That the trede s=pon ksderhip has pven
s mppont ot Shewybory movement

T emilay s iction mesl mark 8 (urning potnt
B e compasgs io [ree the Three and bring an
= e irads of the Shiewsbury 24, Speakers
an piatleem o and dowmn (he country made
B pusallbel beiween 1he Pentonvalle 5 and Lhe
Shevesbary A la London, Lou Lewis, London
ey woxiers keader, said: “When the fove
ke were juiled, the response of the TUC
s o ol g peheral stnke , Lhe Julllng.;. ul
Shewwabury of the three building workers i
B E=lar attack .’

ot Gordon, conwenor of the Thamesmead
e, told Bied Weekly: “The law courts have
Sees sxtabinbed to meintain the rule of aw of
e caputatisd class and it s unbkely fhat the
mmtter will be resolved by the law courts, Tt will
ey be resolved in the ame winy that the marter
ol ibe Pemionville 5 was resodved - by mass
et sction. That’s my view and the view
ol e works’ commitiee.

MASS INDUSTRIAL ACTION

& mosemend like that which frecd the
Feateaville 5 will only come about as a resule
ol o or mone sectiong of warkers giving o
b The most logical group for chis role ane
e uibding workers, Last week | Birmmingham
DLATT shop stewards called for a national
Sesding atrike and pledped 1o begin this in
e BEmingiiam area, On 21 January, theps
wll B 3 mass meeting of all Bicmingham
worcemn 81 which the motlon Foran indeliniie
stoppape will be pui,

Sow,_ on 3 February, there is to be a
smanting of sl officials, convenors and shop
shswards of every union io the Birmingham
Sufrict. This mecting will glve the trade
Esson movement in Birminghom an ideal
eppomunity to endorse the inftiative in the
Smlding trade and get an example by planning
8 campaign of initial supponting action in
oiber industrica, In all, Birmingbam provides
a mode! of how topo forsard. The UCATT
rwecuiiw has agread Lo engdorse action laken

¥ the regional councils, but we should oot

gl om e T ATT or TG execulives (o
il for 8 metonal bullding strike. The Bioming-
ham ared coancl endore their tnitiabive, If
sipccessiul, this should help open the way for
bulding workers all over the country to follow
pind buoild & national strike.

Speaking to Red Weekly, Mike Hollahan, of
the East London Defepoe Commitees, and a
branch official of the CEU, sid of the Birming-
hiam imatative ! "We would welcome this in
London, because London 18 very poordy organis-
el from the building workers’ point of view.
Mevertheless, & in the building workers” sirike,
[ think support would be expressed —if the
cnmpaign iF gob ofl the groand and the snow-
halling effect aecurs.”

SUPPORT FOR BUILDING WORKERS

A mational building workers' sirik e will proey
ide the firer step vo the sort of action which can
free the Thres. Building workers will not be
iscdated 1l they step Torward, Ths was evdent
fromm the support for Tuesday’s action from

SECOND TRIAL OPENS WITH MORE TALK OF

While Lhe stoppages anid demonsirations

aver the jailing of the plckets were taking
place, the second srapge of the trials opened at
Shrevwshury Crown Courl o Monday. A small
demmonsiration was hald cutside Lo ex press
guppart for the second eighr of the Shrewebury
24,

The Fight heard the progsecution opén the
trial with alinost exactly the same speech which
inaupumied the twal of the first 5ix. The Courl
witd Loslsl hovw Lhe e were ".g rralying scenes ol
violence and intimidation’ when 300 pickets
‘swarmed aeross’ a howsing site il Shrewshury
Heaving a trall ol damage and shdonting ahuse and
thizats’, What happened "went far beyond
peiee ful pickeling’.

The Eight are gome of the men led by the
imprisoned Three, Cennis Warren, Eric
Taomlinson and John Jonee, when they picketed
hamp bualding siles in Shrewshury doning the
building waorkers' sirike of 1972, For playing
Lhis arganizing role, the Three were cotivieba2d
of conapiracy, The Eighl ame nor on comspiracy
charges, hul Face charges of wnlaw el _'-.-'~c=|l.|r||lI:.-.
Cighting, and making an affroy.

MOBILISE REST OF CLASS

other groups of workers. In Liverpoo], Tor
example, the local Confederadon of Ship-
building and Engineering Linions supported
the demonstrution of 2000 workens, and held
0 mais mesting of englosering workera in
Liverpool gtadinm on Shrewsbury.

In Edinburph. pils Mctories and building
sites along the eniine «ast coast of Seotland
wels Tepregented on the demonstration e
Leith Town Hall, and the Scotlish Executlve
of the WLUIM was sleo represented. Flying pickets
of striking building workers could bring oul
workers from all thest trade onicen hodies in
their suppori,

Against this backpround, the recall neetipg
af the Liverpood Trades Council on Shrewsbiery
an 2 Febmaary could be a hed v which does e
than pass resolutions and make declarations. It
corld get down to the real business of planning
a movement which can free the Three, put an
=nd Lo the trials, and provide a rallying poing
arnund which the rest of the working class can
urite by acdon to bring down the Tory Gonrern-
EILERLE.

In the Virsl Lrial, Lhe jury heard some
asfonishing stores. Lump workers stood upin
cowrt and tald how they had thrown slones
al pickets, imcimidated them, and wished they
coild have run oser theo with wehicles. The
court heard ong gite fereman tell how he
threatensd pickels with 2 shotgun, Mo af
ihese paople were ever brovght to trial,

VIOLEMNCE AGAINST STRIKES

Hopedully, the defence will bnng this
evidence to bear on the toal of the Eight.
Foril IIIIJ_H-T.T:II‘.I:_'.H that, even if any of lhe
Eight used wislence, the other siude mveeled
i the strogele used it too, What took place
at Shrewsbury simply ilustrates that the
strugpie helwesn working cfass and the
capitalist class and ite effective allics
involves the uss of forcy. In fucl, the smployen:
Tad even prepared ant-pickel sgusis o use
againgt the airtkers.

Terry Barratl, chainnan of the Hacking and
Dapenham Defence Comrttes, placed this s
in Lte wides context, He told Red Weekls on
Tueaduw:

London deme
demands
stand by M.P.s

The London Trades Council demonstration an
Tussdany =mbed with a lobby of Parliament,
whese building wercers were wddressed by
Labaur MPs including Norman &lkinson, Frank
Aiaun, Sid EI.i:lhl.lulI,la.n.d Wikl Hambyn,
possihility of o general election and concuded
by saying he didn’t thnk there woald be cne.
He thea sepeated the main cutlines of the
Lahour Party manilesto, and decldred that

a Labour Government would relum to free
collective hargaining. He did oot mention
voluntary incomes policy.

His speech was repeatedly interrupted fiom
the Moor by speakers who wanmed to know
what he was going to do aboul The Shrewsbury
victims, Atkinson told the meeting that
Labour law officers were busy locking at
ways of dealing with the House of Lords'recent
ruling which overturned the right of plckems o
goop forries and to persaade drivers pot o
crosg the picket bney and {hal othecs wers
working on ways of siopping the Consplrcy
Actof 1875 Prom being used againgt the
AR,

The meeting fel that all this wos ere usefol
butl by hadn™t Labour MPs used the House ol
Commans Lo mobilse interest and suppaort for
Uhe izsue? After all, as one representative of the
Londan Defence Eu:nu mittes put i, they would
oot fres anyone just by reconsidering s, The
anly way was to take stetke action of genaral
sirike progortions,

Atkinson replied that tooraise itin the House
would pul them in contempt, The malter was
sab judice, But as another speaier pointed out,
it the Labour MPs reafly agreed Chal il wis &0
imnortant to foree the Government’s hand over
Shrewsoury, why 't they challenge 1he laws
of contempt?

The meeting ended with asirances Frosin
Alkingen thar they wonld keep in tough with
ihe devslopments in the Shrewshury trials,

Hut people had to understand that sz MPs
they were severely consirained (rom doing

any thamg maore,

Coventry Central UCATT
Branch calls for strike action

'This braneh supperts the call of the Binmingham
shop stowards committee for an indefinite national
strike of the building trade, s the only war fo Fros
tha Shrawsbury 3 and defend the right to picket.

T thie snd wes;

— gl a mass maating on T Fabruary of sl building
trode voarkers, to disess the call for & giviks; ingdta
the trades caunal, shop :tmuurd::_unmmil'm:, tracle
union branchog, and othar orgenismiiomn o snd
delegates or mations of suppaort to this mesting: and
call on all waorking dase crgansations to give full
support ta the Shrowslsury 3, and 10 send danations
to the dependants and Dofencs Comimittes,

'Further the branch calls on the Trodes Council
1o suppert tha above motson and o set up a
Shrowsliury subs-commitiss to pubillces and win
suppart frr the Shrewsbury case,

TERROR SQUADS'

‘| disitke mnlensely the expression 'Three',
becanse there are 24 members of the working
class who have been charged with fictitious
crirees. | think if we are going to free the
Shrewsbury 24 we must have o policy with
regard to the capitalist system,

‘I agres with (he parlies of the Left saving
we should gat fid of che Tordes, This is only
the first move towards petting on the real
road Lo socialism—nol the British Boad, wilth
peaceful persuasion, becauee to my Enowledgs
there hos newer been o case of the peacetul road
Lo socialism, T think the caly rongd Lo socialism,
Briczh or otherwise, will be by revolulionarny
TG IS, ;

"We must be determined Lo bring about
really lhiehly organised Councils of &ction
With these 1 think = could unite the most
militnnt sectons of trade vnions, When we
have done this, we must culline eur plins Lo
bave forces seady to consbat undts like the
Spaginl Pairel Groups, and alse exphin that
Heathrorw wis ool just a rehearsal, nol jusl
people playing soldiers, it was 8 process of

conditioming.



Only rank-and-file initiative can
reverse engineers’ pay sabotage

For many weeks Red Week{y has been stressing
the need for an alliance between the miners and
the engineers to give the rest of the working
chass a Jead in the fight against Phase 3. Sucha
massive force thrown against the Government
would undoubtedly settle the struggle over
Phase 3 once and for all, and could lead to the
kind of industrial sction which would threaten
the very existence of the Tory Government,

O 3 Jaruary the secall Natiopal Committes
of the AUEW had an excellent opporiunity o
make this unity a reality by calling a natioe
engineering strike and making approgches to
the MUM for 8 joint strugghe

Inatend, what they decided was the worst of
gll possible decisions that could have been made
—to-call an overtime ban when the thres day
week i over, In other words, far from forging
apy unkty with the miners, the National Com-
mittes have deliberately decided to do wotking
until the miners strupgle is over,

NATIONAL STRIKE

Ounte apart from the fact that it splits up the
struggles of the enginzers and the miners, an
overtime han in the engincenng tndustiny ks
fiever Been a sericus contender a5 & taclic which
can win the claim. The effect of an overtime
ban would be (o hil some firms fairly hand and
oihers handly at all, while the employers would
cenirslise fheir resources o minimise the
eifect. It would also sphi the workers right
down the middle Picceworkers would Bave the
oppattunity to make up sumc of their lost
carmings by siepping up production whils
day workers, generally the lowest paid, would
havwe Bo ich opportenity and would feel
thai they were crmnng the can.

The ades of local strikes o equally dizastrous,
a Uhe siruggies over the 1972 clumn showed
The chances of iocabeed struggles mucoreding
againsl anch @ powerful crganmation as the
Enpmeering Employen’ Foderation are remole
fo mmy Uhe beasd

if the Executive Council of the AUEW were
gerions ahoil smashing Phase 3 then they should
have heen campaigning in the membership for
ike oaly sction {hai coald possably wnn the
clapm - an abi-oet manonad ke Locsl and
maticnal oo fetrsors of thop strwants o csld

have been held long ago to prepare the strupgle.
Mass meelings should hove been hield in every
factory and strike commitiees elected in every
area. [nstezd we have had 206,300 teaflets for
over o mitlion members.

STRIKE BALLOT

Az well 55 the proposal for the overtine ban
there was & move to hold & ballot of the mem-
herahip on the guestion of = nathonal strke. 18
is important for militanis to be clear on this
question sinee there has been a great deal of
conlusion spread, not least-by the CF, con-
cerning the need for a ballst, The rule book
dews met state thal @ hallot is necessary fora
national sirike, The National Committes more
ar less have the power to do'what they like,
including colling a national stnke, Since the
crucial guestion is not whether there is a ballot
put whether thers I8 a sirike, the NC should
hove used 15 power o call 8 strike on 3 ldnuary.

A5 far as union democracy is concersed, it
should be made clear that & ballol is noer a
demacratic way of deciding vn 2 form of stmg-
gle, In 4 ballot the memhership vote as isolated
individuals without having had the opporiunity
tcr Be invalved in a real discussion on the way
forward, Alfmiost the sole pregsun: on them =
i UEId-H.a“d'ﬂ piatred out by the capitalist media.
If any of Lhe boreaucrats in the AUEW are really
concerned aboul democracy then they should
be canpaigning for discussions and voles to be
faken ol mads mectings organised by shop
slewards commilbees These mass meelimgs
ghould also he used to nilow the ank and file

i organise 0o conduct the stnupgle themselves
If the Execulive Council had been campaigning
fre Ehis way for s notionalstrike since-the claim
was adapied by the NC, the confidencs of the
mauss of the engineeiing workers to take on the
Government would have heen much greater
ithan it s today, But oo doubt the bureaucrats
whvo sit in offices boasting sbout "our - demo-
ratic rule book” would think that this was taking
democracy 3 bil ioo far!

RECALL CONVENORS' CONFERENCE

The problem for militants whose hopes have
heen dashed by the WE's decston s what is 1o
be done now, The Exscutive Counctl svonld be
femied writh rescinbon cordemnang e decm-
on xnd drmuasetey that e N0 b recsied

iminediately iooreverse it But these bunsaucrits
will not he moved By resolutions alone, The
muin alm of militanis must be to iniliate indus-
irial action independeatly of the officdl leader-
ghip. Only if this is done will the Execurive
Comineil ke forced toracl,

The conference of conveners which was held
last- month shiould be'immediately recalled by
those wh sponsored it, Every shop slewards
commitize should pass resolutions to this effect
If those prople du not pecall the conference
then as many of the major shop stewards
commiiiees as possible shoold jointiy organise
a conference themselves, The conference should
condemn the MOk decision and call & national
sirike and organise it by electing a sirike
commiltes and holding mass meetings in all
the major engineering centres. Local sirike
commitiees should Be electad Lo orgoniss the
struggle in the localitles, Only i this kind of
setion isiniliated by the cank and file will
there be any hope of the RO being recalled,

Last month's conference calied upon the
MC bo give ‘& positive lead on mdustrial
getion wp te and incloding 2 national stoppage.”
Kothing can be ks positive than a decision to
do nething until the miners” struggle is over,
What ane the sponsors of the conference going
to do now? Sinee rnost of them arein the
Communist Party they are in 2 real dilemma,
The Marming Sfar has been calling for o united
effort against Phase 3 and for a reaill TUC to
organize the whole trodes wnion movenent for
o strugele npainsd the Tones, What, then, will
the OP say ahoul Scanlen and Co’s sabotage
of theunity of the working clags?

All the signs are that the CF iz using the
i-day week as & diversion from the stouggle
over the national claim, if the engineers find
themselves mainly preoccupied with defensive,
struggles against the 3-day weck this will be a
sethack lor the whole working clags's offensive
ageingt the Tories, Are the CF militants poing
to continually backtrack in oples o cover wp
fior Scanlon’s belrayals, or will they denounce
the decisian of the NC ond fight for & natsonal
striko gpainst Scinlon? How they answer that
questica could be vital for the outcome off the
present confrontation betwesn the working
claas andd the Tory Covermmenl

TERRY CHRAWNFORD

Hugh Scanton and icbiry=st ot Memfusiey
mieeling of urscn maSery A Sosf-astn
" that surm up e Teo reed fenmyg e e
ery rosement. Soadl om 1 ol o soemmm—
and retreat or e of el oo S

e pirule
For pragerams sy woboume T b -

| militants left B go 11 b SRt T oo
lﬁ*-ﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬁ_

SCANLON PHASE 3
STATEMENT NOT JUST

ANOTHER MISTAKE

Oner problem is to get an offer to the Amit of
Phass 3, not to break it.” These were the wonds
of Hugh Scanlon, speaking on TV last weekend.

On Tuesday, once agzin on TV, he weat on
to ¢larify this statement, According to Scanlon,
the mational engineering claim jusl happens
Fortuiloushy’ 1o fall within Phase 3—the prab-
lem of breaking through Phase 3 is therefom
the concern of local bargaining.

This is nof even 2 bali-truth. First of all,
the naticnal claim can odly ke interpreted as
being within Phase 3 if nothing but the
demand fora £35 basic wage is taken into
acoount, Once the ather nationzl demands

for 4 35-hour week | 4 weeks” holiday, and
equal pay for women- are meluded, the claim
smashes right through Phase 3. s Scanlon public-
Iy daying that these demands have now becn
dropped from the engineerimg claim?

Moreover, Lhe hagic wage claim can only
fall within Phass 3 hecause mony engineesitg
workers are alrendy earning well above the
hasie, If further local increnses are nol forth-
coming these workers will ger parhing af ol
nut of an increase in the national basic rate,

[s Seanlon’s statemment an open declamtion
i the emplovers and the Tory Gavernmant
that these workers will receive no backing
from the union in the flght ogainst Phase 37
Cerrainly The local emplovers will hawe the
combined Force of the Engineering Employ
ere’ Federation and the Tory Government
standing behind them. Sugh a declaration
woitld thus be nothing less than outnght
gabotape 0f the fight for betler wages and
canditions in the engineesing industy,

SCANLON MUST EXPLAIN

Brery mitlitant muost demad tlat
Geanion explam s satement, Every hranch,

shop stesnrds commitice, District onpmitise
ste; should send resolutions to the Exscutive
Coundl demanding that the stulernent be
refricled and that o stavement be issoed sayiing
that thers will he po setreat on the full claim.
Demands should be mode that Scanjon-attend
shop stewards quarteelics to give an explanation
wf this lateat stab in the back to the member-
ship.

But this kind of retreat before the Tories
is niod really out of chamcler for Scanlon.

Ewer since he was elected to the office of
Pregident of the AUEW he has given the
Tnt|1||:'|.l:r5h'i|_1 a clear lead omonething. The
1572 wages claim was sim ply throan back
it the fops of the membership, Nothing was
done Lo fight the fines imposed on the wnicn
by the MIRC except o send a circulas round
grying do your own thing. Even the miserahle
one-day protest stoppape did not come from
Seanlons inftakive,

When he does make a posifive interwntion
he does nof exactly cover himself with glory,
He coded upsiding weth the management
during the Ford's strike ani sancticned mass
scabbing during last year's electrivians” dispute
at Chryslers, His talk a few monlhs ago of
amendments Lo the Indusirial Belations Ad,
his support of the TUC-Gowernment talks, and
noay liis agparent avgulbescence in Lhe Tory pay
laws should make it elear Lo nilitants Lhat
Seanlon is nol someane who i be depended
wpan bo organise o real stoupale ngainst the Tory
Governmenl,

And what will cur frieads in the Comrmuomnist
Party hove finsay abour all-this? For years the
CF has beerctelling us thal Seanlon is nol onky
a befi-wang progressive and excellent frades
ettt bt is actuaibe msinamencal in witining
the fighl Forsocialiem . This has cansed Them o
fow hegdaches when Scanlon has done thiogs

M“Uﬂﬂw*ﬂ
e (7 = descnmoiy U 8 o sl §

srandal Wows o ook e ey el pef ascfSer

bermctas b Troen Soaikes’s el sboo? sy
the capimeeny’ pay cirss to Fhae 3.

ASPIRIN THREAT TOCP

Bul there is & rea! danger that they will run
oot of sspirins. Last Tuesday’s Morning Star
quite correcily denounced Lhe TULC offer to
Heath to sccept Phase 3 if only he would make
an exception ol the miners as ‘playing his game’
And who should we find 2mong the villsins
‘playing Heath's game®?—"lefi-wing progressive’
Hugh Scanfion!

e o e el T Lol Se—
Eeatrrrm wt bal apperiY Lo b
q—-—-iﬂ--—-—ﬂ_
Wit (e mapossa o (P
m-tﬁu_-p-nﬂllﬂlll--ﬂ
CF eltan iy sl mk (hermmrhor wibey they
arr poung. Scaslon’s pooes are ceady &=
obstacle to the fight against the Tore Edber
militants contime (o be dragged nghtwand by
Seanlon’s treachery or ebe they break waih
his pobcies and fight lor the ind of sctona
which will take the working dass forwand
in { e struggle to smash the Tory Governmest

TERRY CRAWFORD

National Front mobilises for
anti-Common Market demo

The Council of Anti-Commaon Market Orpanisa-
tiong, an ombrella group of the extreme right,
has ealled & demonstration this Saturday (1%
Tapuary), and Faeists of the National Frans
have declared their suppestd,

Hewwe wer, apart from the political leanings
uf its sponsors, promitent amongsl wham are
Air Viie Marshail B.Bennet gnd the Rev. Hood
(sie! ), there is no indication of the political
complexion of the demo or the invalvement of
the ME, In addition reformists in the labour
mevement have presented their oppesition Lo
the BEC in remarkably smilar terms--defenee

of nutional sovereigoty, democracy, and parii-
arnent, although this demo adds ullegmics o
the Cpovan’, Theie is 2 distinel danger; therafore,
(hat some workers may be hood winked tnto
supparting i,

In the context of the turn of the National
Fromns Lluwands the w._‘.r'l-:n.g clasa, this demeons-
iraticn could be particulazly dungerous, The
larest issue of their mon thly magazine Spedr-
fread contes oul in suppart of the miners and
ggainst the pay lows. Combined with 2 demons-

tration which ultacks rising prices through oppos:

Lion Lo the BEC, Ukis could ke guite attractive
0 some e unionisis,
OF courss, e ME is ol talang up such

izaues in order to builld 8 movement with mass
backing in order Lo destrey the trade unios
movemant, In the present crsis such & moves
iment could prove extremely useful Lo the
o g,

Sutirday's demo alio highlights the growing
zcoord between the NF and Ajr Vice Mamhall
Ponald *Pathfinder” Bennet, 'Pathfinder”, who
in & leader of the ‘Political Freed om Movement™
and a past aclivisl in other right-wing formations
his lanched a fund to finance 2 now right-sing
party ai the next gencral election. He s diming
ot £1 million, and has amassed & Fair amount
alrcady.

It i impedrant to poin oot to the working
clags movemeni the growing links bebwaen
the fascists and the cxtreme tight. Despile
rhe fact thal the Front's enmenl tachic is to
deny 8 Fascist aspitalions, 2 strennous local
campaign during the Brighion and Hove bye-
plection pinned the fascist label firmly on the
WF. This put the Front on the defensive. The
prreasues moust be kept up. and a pleket hias
bepn called when Sabunday's demonsiruabion
it assembling, for the purpese of exposing the
fascista, 1t will lake plack &t 4.30 pm at
Lpeakers” Corner, (Marhie Arch], this Satusdey
19 Fanuary,
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YUGOSLAV STUDENTS THREATEN
STRIKE AGAINST REPRESSION

A fs=atc clulieage (o the new repressive fum
of e Y apuls buresuoracy has erupled with
e decsson by Belgrade University students to
r*lmﬂtﬁihﬂmﬁimdhﬂs-

s Bsexl few dnvi things may well coene 1o
Bl wmcr om Teesdsy 3 meeting of the
By 'y marmbdy ordered their expulsion

s S plibotophy faculty where they teach.

T isriir Sechios was part of 3 Hx-point
et slopded uRnsnemously by nearly B
s o8 0 chosesdl mecting of Lthe philosophy
Basivy o e end of last month. Defending
e ey wlo hewr all taken a cnitical
e o fiomoenys and political dewlup-
e ¥ apadeve - the siudenis also sitscked
e e el (e perusdent of 1he ¥ ugoslay
e ol Commamanonti | Y L j at the Univensty
B peeng Tl mformation” sbout the philos-
s fscuiy, sl scomed Belgfade priss ang
e ol Tabardy amsd mabiciously” infuming
s, abael Ui wuTuston

25000
communists

in India’s jails
e

el SmiY o S FTeRAEE e TOTY WL
-— e WA U gl wels g oilowmon pevees

[P R T N Rl L o ]
i peee—eret = Beaewiel ¥y O oewe of Lacls
B [ oaomil ey S g s wick v ke
e sviag b wrrsrs m B bl The peiwen
Sl s weal &Y days nedelery b It Meatiwhil
B e wrmenad be SEw® Wy s Coult

Diendsees @ S praoes - o hah it ovoes romded
- S el ELON - 5T ECE AR LT
ol B TS censery. The gt Dol ssipplacd by
S s e w Tl mhom prieod T e
e ek iy iy Cumdifiome, mad e
e adacal serviees ek [l im Pedian
P g Emposssbse AF nonol wiihrisiog it
B ey bww fregacm chidhes ia prsom belworn
Py syl fovohsisoearies and the guards
Wewes of preseery div m s h cBadses overy vuoar
B peesrwsmen§ pesrsbiy clammn st theqc wis i
e 3 = ceaps and thal force, incled ing
B, bl fo B uacd 10 gusdl che pevolr

Chatmie priscn, the prverament akeo has its pam
Rt ol pritEmg oven with 1B Y oung revolalion
s, e Casewtin, for ey ample, where the urban
g cxspaign reached ity clmax i E9710,

s = plamciothes squippal with walkkdslkpes
| emaS ermn mopsiar iy oladkied the shoms jungles of
MGy, Srewing the communlsl revedu lionaries inla
= Seanies io kil thom. Clashes between coiminal
P e DT POl Lionarios, enpineenad by
B patw. wers made (o look like claghes betsern
et preop. Suppled with supericr Oire
. B cramimals micceeded in liguidscing 1he
Fltiemmries 8 plasned, systeminic mner.

i e cemniryade, whene @ higher lorm of struggle
eesieand, dfTerent melhods were used, In the
Selamates dintract of Andhrs Pradesh, the movement
el e akmps of guerrdlls resisiance to the palice
o PP The sevolutionaries cloimed thar ‘sed power”
Sl serged inhond red 5 of villapes over 2 606 ayuare
s wen. The pesponse of ihe police was b execute
sty oy leader whao febl into cheit Bands,
iy it they had boen Edled moarmisd sncagniers,

Fywiesd foriure, sometimes resalrieg o deail, is
e Do Believed B0 have information amsefel o
e pabce. Paye Bological pressure is reserved For
petmcally mature cadses who will nol vicll to mormal
ey of tortwry, Thus o death sentence on Napgs-
San Patmmike, 5 18 year-obd who refused to plead ar
& champm of laking parl in the executian of a landbond,
B b bl ey him for those years in an ateempe
= Seeak him. Bul he remains unaiclding, &s e wrobe
85 Erwead pecently: “They can allord 10 desiray me
phpscally, Bul they can never desiroy 0y boliel.”

Tha coowded state of India's prisons provides
S ovidence thaf this courapecis ovubeak is
e By hommnils ol olber revalutionanes doday.
e et should be no cagse Tod complesency.

MOHAN A aM
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“THE LETTER’

This development is just the latest in a serses of
confrontations which go back to the publica-
tion in Seplembes 1971 of what iz nowknown
& “The Letter'—a directive by Tilo and the
Erecotive Committes of the YL which out-
fined a new lum in economic policy and, mone
explicitly, in'the entire political ind ocultural
life of the country. lis basic premise was the
re<imiroduction of the Party as the sole arbiter,
and it marked the end of an era dominated by
the refalively unfeliered growth of market fore-
s, the rise of new provincial centres of econam
ic ond political power, a sharp increase in social
différentiation, the growth of nationalism, and
the emerpence of lefi and right oppogitions to
the ruling buresucracy. The sscond hall of the

1 #a0e had been o pericd of unprecedented
cultural and pedincal ferment; the publication
of 'The Letter' dearly put an end to this process.

The publication of 'The Letter’ also coingded
with the inroduction of a policy which aimed
to solve the acule economic crisis af the cxpense
of the warking ¢lass. Not only wasa [0 wape
cul imposed, but & high maie of inflation hs
farther worsened = poasi Lo which wasg alread ¥
considerably depresed ag o result of high un-
employment and emigration abroad.

The mim-Cultural Revolution that = now
Swerping the cosntry—the propaganda E:lrl].'|'|H.5-
istng Lhe “mass lne® and the ‘class question’, and
declaring that “there is nothing more kefi than
the ¥ LT —represents o ¢lasimg ol the ranks
againgd any possibilidy of an articulated working
clats response Lo this situation. Simiarly, the
definite shift towards Moscow mn the Last ]:triud
represenis nol only disillustonment with the
inahikity of the West—and particularly the
Common Markef - o delver the goaods now
thal a recession |5 on the agenda, but also a
{ormm of immurance policy againsd prexible
wnbrrial wnredd

FTTACKS ON 'NEW LEFT

ey e gl siacn ol e Letiay
o e S0t arisclis on the BEw
al & mteting of the Prossidiom of the YLU
e o Thet acceriations againet ihe Serhian Party
feaders ousled in lonuary 1972 was that Lhey
wete loo sofl on Ths new left, whose [wa matn
centres are the philesophy facully of Belgrade
University with its pournal Filosofiie, and the
Lagreh philosophical journal Proxis

In the st lew years boll these journals
have published o number of srticles dealing
aritically with ihe economic and palitical
sitwation in Y ugoslavia today. They have also

Appeal for prisoners

Creer d) years agn, the British rulers tred to strangle
the Inding eonmm ndst movement in (s infancy by
imstituting ihe Cawnpore and Mesn | conspimcy trioke
Today, Indea’s neling classes resore o dhe some cors-
piracy provisions of the ohsolete colondal law 2 part
of their offensive agnmst the revoly teenary Forees,

The Parvatipuram conspiracy case, a irial of nalion-
al signilicance. has jusl begun in ¥isakhaparmam in’
Andhra Fradesls Implicated in it are 68 promineni
communisl revolstionaries and they are charged with
copspiracy o overthrow the government through
nrmed struggic,

The vase relates b the Srikakulam peasant
straggle of 1968, T In Srikakulam, people participai
el in a large mezsme in the su:nlﬂln nguinst Teudal
appression and landlord exploilation. The siniggle
resulbed ins progeamme of lamd red s teiba o and
the emergence of “red power’ aver 2 contigums G0
square myile oren in & string of lberated villages.

Thet muling <lases redaliated with fascist medtvods
Large tracts of the Stekakulem area were decland
‘disturbed” areas to susperd the applicability of
moriEl Inwe and begal proceduns there. Thousinds
af peopde were herded fnbo concentrRton cAMpE OF
pegrauspend i Y ketnam-type atradegic hamleis, Uoarmed
people were shod down, Crops were burnt aod w o
wond rapind hy the police,

Hurdreds of leaders and Fune tomries of the
coimmi i d revoda lionary movemend have been miiting
in prisan withdost trial for over tree Yeacs The rial
bmg at lomg Lagt began, bud @ will drag on for 2 feow
years, The prosecution ks cired 2 recond umber of
witnegses— 1,024 of ihem; and prosluced 2 mountain
of evidence on paper- 19 volumes of printed materil,
und E5M poges of mimeogeaphed maverial

T meet s onsbaughi on ihe revolotionary Forces,
the Andhra Pradesh Commonist Committes (Beyalu-
timnaries) has a0 up 4 commilbe: Lo help the defence
i Tl Parvalipuram conspiracy case feiad, The com naii-
tee needs your political and Pinancial bezlp, which can
he semt e 'Indine Appesl’, oo Bed Weekly, 152
Fentonville Road, London 51, Al dosa rhoses will be
acknowledged,

London picket in delence of stedants jeiled in 1972

profesied rgowrously Bgaingt the growing repres-
gion. As a regult, they have repeatediy besn
banned, and a-magsive altack has heen orchest-
rated against them both within the ¥ LC

and in the press.

Thes= attacks have mnoreased inoinlensgly
owver The past few months, provoking & von-
siderable pesponse amaong students in Lagreh
ps well asin Belgrude, Recenily, afler a
particalarly violent attack on Praxic by the
Central Committee of the Croatian paroy,
which acoused the editorial board of being a
lendency inside the ¥ L0 opposed tothe
development of socialism in Y ugoslavia, the
sludents of the philosophy lacully a1l fagereh
Laneyuty beki oo exirsonimary generml meei-
img declinng suport for thetr lecturers {(who
are of the journal’s editorial board ), They also
dechared Cheir solidarity with the lecturers at
the philogoghy faculty in Helgrade,

The official Srudent Union at Lagech
immediately responded Lo this development by
atissolving the student leadership of the faculty,
and artacking theis ‘anarchism and letizm®
Given Lhat the attack on Zagreb students and
lecturers is taking place &t g Hrme when
university boards are being cleanscd of tradition-
al forms of student participation, the solidarh

belween sludents and lecturers is likely 1o be
v et hened,

However, it I8 Frigeojiig and the students and
staff of the philosophy faculty of Belgrade
University thal have far some time now been
geen as (he most painful thom in the side of
the new hard-liners, There are 8 number of
reasond Tor this. Fistly, because Belgrade was
the cenire of the most politically adwimoed and
extensive student revolt, with the philosophy
students playing n kading role, Secondly,
becanse the faculiy has prodoced some of the
most serions critica of the Yugoslav bureacracy
Indesd, in 1972 three studenis wers hrijught
i trial charged with Trotskyism, and given
prison sentences, Thirdly, because the faculty
has distinguished itself by a sericus effort 4o
undemstand precisely the connection between
the “¥ ugeslay road to socialism® amnd The past
dehales inside the international working-clags
moVEILents.

Lost December, following high-level pressune

including from Tito himsel=the leadership
af the University party branch called for the
dismissal of the ten lecturers on the grounds
that their politice] positions meke them wntin
to feach. (In Tact, universities throughoul the
country are now being forced to adopt 2 ende
of *palitical and morl switability” in the clec-
tion of stafl, a practice infroduced m Crechos-
lovakis after the Soviet invasion). Bur ghe intel-
lectuals under atiack have be come something of
a rallying paint for their conrageous stand
apainst buresucratic pressure. The burcaucracy
is clearly !I'nghl‘_'nel.] by the prospect of mussive
gtudent mokilizations in support of the ten
lecturers, and has so far held back from dinec
intervention. It has contented its2lf on the one
hand with 2n increagingly slanderous propaganda
campaign, and on the other with presswre on
ihe philosophy faculty bsell to do the dirdy
work chrowgh “normal channests'.

1% 74 will be o year of regional parky con-
gresses throughout the country linked to the
preparation of the ¥ LT National Congress—only
thie sixth since the War, There 1 little doubd
thar the Conpreas will rubber-stamp the orken-
talion of "The Letler”. This will certaimby reault
in rangwed pressure on 1l wing oppositional
forces, Salidarity with the Yugosly Marxisis
under attuck is now more urpent than ever, In
p:lrri:ulilr._ il e 1en Belgrade lscherers are in
fact dismisged, revodutionary Marsisls musi
engure that there ig 3 responsc internationally |
as thers certiinly will be in Yuposlavis itsclf,
JAMET SUTTLE

INDOCHINA

VIETNAM
President Thieu comes out fighting

Prasidert Thizu of Soath Vigrnam haes finaly scrapped
e Parig ¢=esefire sgreement complerely, ard gedared
hig drmyy 16 carry out aper sitacks an the 20083 cOn-
troled by the Provaionsl Revslulicnary Gowernment.
Ie dixing 30, he has of coursz only legrimaad tha
activity of the last fows mantha; but the apernéss of
hig Latest statemiert redlects the incressing apgostion
and dwakwechanca lwa i3 acing in the army and the
urban greas, which can anly be aoammed by apodyirg
the kind of ropragsien suppossdiy just fied by o wear
mizdutigatien, There is na doubt, toa, chat this mioe
aisi relfacts graws ng unease at e o ght of what
the Tet pecicd (from Z3 Jerwary | may bring th s waar,
Tha rapid srosion of Thied s posdi and tha
sbeps he is baking 1o heng on fo it ma ks the release
at the politieal prisarers in his jads lagreed oA
procips on 4 daroary | mone uneeetain, Han e i
i5 doubly important that the demand for the releass
ol 1ha prisovers shou ld nor be drogped by §epsenbes
af the Wietramegs sayolu tion, On this and ocher
cpigstions their active solidarity may wall ba incressing
¥ reguired an the il 10 aome.

CAMBODITA
Phnnom Penh surroonded by Bed Khmers

For Theed witiks Aow, quaniirs of the National Unibsd
Front of Cambodia hase been shellingand Fring
rxckd e indo the Cambodsan capetsl, Phaom Penh,
with great accuracy, Moar misaes hava baan racarsed
o Fhe British, Sasiraiian and Fuss ar emibassies, che
Treasury and Minisry of intarmarian, and the
Ciarparsl S1all Headguarters : while a direct hit was

NOTES

sconed an the hame of the US A attache, Lan
Mol 's palace, the dirpirt of Pochentong [the onhy
ather link with the aucside world spart from e
Makong Alverd and sartous military complagag haue
e been uadar hapey Tire, Rad Khmer units are naw
n firm poassssion af the villages erd towns on the
sauthern perimets of Phrom Ponh,

Thigig the= First lime that such & canoentrated
attack nas bean laenchngd on w capits:, Thea Aed
Ehrmers hanes always been inhibited from soo ki
nravily at the @pite by their viwillingress @ ham
the thousaros of warkers in the eity and the refugees
in Thi camps, Howavar, Tha groving dssatisfaction
niside the Cambodian army —shawn by The Fracuen
arterrgts on tha |has of Gowarnrment minisbers by
snldisrs and sirmen, and the grensde artacks an
markets and cinemas by inldises proneiting sgenst
Feairy priges and the black market—poupled wirh thn
arganisatsan and actase wark af Red Khmar cadres
w1 Tha city itsrlt|ga tore pach bombardment they
lealhet the tspet areas, warning people (o sty awayl,
hawe provuiced thn congdizians wharshy 8 systematic
aftack an Phaam Fenh car be develaped with littla
fear of injuring their comrder and alliga,

THAILAND
Regime gets helping hand froinm China

Mot cortent with arming the reactionary batchers of
Fakistan wad Crylan, Shina ag o soncludsd ap
agresment foth Thailang which guaranioas graainr
Irade Batverar tha 1w counlriss, the supa'y af
Chiriese ail ta Thailand, and non-iiereano By
Chirg inta the 'intérnal affgirs” af Thalend. The tarms
ol this soniract clasely follaw Thasa 1gid daien i (ha
sgre=men i wvilh Prasidert Marcoe af the Philepines in



The proposals for military disengagement in
the Middle Enst drown ap by US Secretary of
State Kissnger, agreed with lemel st weekend,
and now being discossed by the Egvptians, have
been hailed on all sides as o breakthrough'. No-
thing could be Further from the truth,

What they repmesent in fact is a manocuve
tes prevent the Geneva peace talks from (ounder
ing, given the wide distance which separates the
protagonists on all the ‘substantive issucs’, lot
alone the probiem of the Palestinians. They also
represent an attempt by Kisingas (o doaw Symn
—which haz so far prefermed to watch develop-
ments from afic—into the constant moand of
barpzining.

Essentinlly, the talk ahout disengagement is
i ploy bo conceal the fragilily of the Geneva
sel-up and the extreme difficully of forging a
stable and durable imperialist pesce in the ama.

PALESTINIANS

Mo peade seitlemenl hes any chance ol spocess-
whatever the agreements between the Egyptian
&nd laraeli peserals—unless it inchudes ai beaxi
some gEsture m response (o the aspirations of
the Palestinions. If no pretence of a salution is
forthcoming, then Palestine will remain & time-
bomb embedded in any eventual setilemeni
But the continued lip-service pald by the Amb
regimes Lo the Paleslinian cames is inspired
umply by the need to retain mass suppart at
Iicnmme .

Right from the start of the Yom Eippar war,
it was olear that the Palestinions would be the
his=rs regardless of the military outcome. The
objective of the Arab rnuling classes was clear;
they hoped to win a prestige victory leading (o
the recovery ol some of the pocupied territories,
which would then enghle them to recopnise the
exigience af the State of lkmel without too
much loss of face.

This stralegy natumlly implied the solation
of the Palestinizns in their struggle for national
e democraiic nighls, What remained vneertain,
however, was the attitude of the organlsations
af the Palestinian Ressdance in this new cofn-
Junciure. And initzally they expressed distrusd
of the mew war and ifs real motives, reaffirming
iheir imtention io reisin, onder all cireumstan-
cies, full freedom of initislive in the simggle for
the fiberation of Pakestine.

RESISTANCE ISOLATED

But the war fumed to the political advantage of
the Amb sinfes. The Arab muling clesses could
nawy ml Laal, with U wapport ol the Sowiet
Union, begin (o apply their peace sirniegy. The
Resistance found itselfl completely molated,
facing total destruction of its ongnisations if
it coptinued the war alome

It should be noted that the majorty of the
Resstance organisations, above all the PLO
{wihich pols a2 & co-ondinabng body | and Falsh,
are structured in a totally anti-democratic way,

+ p“’-_‘.
-u-.-. an= =
Palestinian exiles outside a refuges camp — they
ware enthused by the October war, and want to
carry the struggle throwgh to the libarmation of

Palesting.

or else are siricily dependenl on vanous Arab
regimes {Saika—Syrian Ba'nth, Palestine Libera-
tion Army—[ragl Beath). They are dominated
by all-powerful bureaucracies which possess
substantial materal privileges: hence the FLO
display=s all the chamecteristics of 8 State bureauc-
racy.

Since political power is concentmated in the
hands of thes: pre-State apparatuses, they
have a tendency to capitulate in order to safe-
guard their existence as organisations. Bul ai
the same 1ime the leaderships have to meckon
with the oppostion of thelr militant rank-snd-
file together with the Palestinian people in
exude, tn The relugee camps, who were enihused
oy the October war and want to carry the
strufzle through Lo the liberation of Palestine,

UNPRINCIPLED COMFROMISES

The vacillating positions of the PLO leadershiph
express this dual pregsure. In the absence of a
real revolulionary arganisalion of the Palestini

an masses, it is probable that the tendency to
capimlate and liguidate the strugele will win
the day, The pressures of the Krembin, which
sipplies the Resistance with much of its squip-
ment, will undoubiedly streagrhen this prend.

Yassir Arafal, the leader of both Fateh and
the PLAY, is straining every muscle to obiain a
place at the Geneva conference. But by 50
dodng, b i8 not only showiong his willimgness to
=ngige the Resistance on the paith of wnprncip-
led compromises, but at the same time wnder-
mining his own hobd over the Palestinians, since
it is obvious that any peace established at
[rxmeva can anly be al the expense of the Pales-
{indan people.

This diplomatic siruggle for representation
is leading the PLO lesdemship to make con-
cagsiond whish only a few months agn would
have been unthinkable, Thus Arafat is relinbly
reported (o bave declared (o Sadat that, 'King
Faizel of Arabis thinks and acts exactly like 2
fedayin of Faleh'. The powerlul diplomalic ang
military support given by Saudi Arabia to Hus
sgin dunng the mossacre of the fedayin in
Septomber 1970 5 well known; such eownber-
revalutionary statements are a clear indication
of the political decay and degeneration of much

==
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The degeneration of sectinns of the Pabestinian Resls-
tanoe has hardly been more dramatically illusinied
than o the occasinn of Henry Kilssinger™s visit 4o
Lebamon Est month.

Fifreen thoussnd people gathered outside Beirui
aimpart on 16 December (o demunstmie againsd
Kissimger's tour of the Middle Engt, and o comeados
aff thi Beyodutiosary Comomunisi Growp in Lebamon
mammally sized the opporunity io ciealate copies
| Arshic of thele recont joint statement with the
comeades of the Foorth International in Israel,
Mutrpen-Marxist, This declaration calls For continged
siyppaart for “the simuggle of the Arab peoples agninst
the Fionist Staie”, and defence of *the mucional cogse
of the Palestinian Arab people—le their right 1o
resirifle omn the temilony from which they were expelied,
and b live free from all forms of motiomal oppression,
which necesmrily means the destruction of te
Fhomlst State” (Tar Full rexi ses 8oy LT Y |
Deembierl.

“evertheless, mo sooner hisd cop coenrades stagrad
1o hand out this declaation than they were physicaliy
allac ked by some of the demuastm tors, who osed as
a precext the racist argament that it w3 an "lseachl’
leafied, Forhumdtely, dvere was an immedisie regeons:

PL.O right-wingers
attack Arab Trotskyists

to this atbck not andy from our oe'n comnules bul
also [rom militanis of wiher Polestinian and Arh
nrgpnsationg whao came to hesr esaidiance, aml al-
titugh shods were fired im the air and o certoin
emament of pansc enssed, the incideni wag diocl-dived.
Six comrades were arresied, but then releassd almicst
immediately thamks to the interventios of Palestnian
imltan i,

The initiaire in this provocation was teken [y
some members of Fate—or radher, of Basl, Faleh’s
inteligence and internal police division—ingether with
members of the Demacrtic Populss Fromi for the

oy, whereby im recwrn for sare trade conatssinme
Chied Erv-fae assurad Marcos that Ching wowld cease
to give any further aid 10 the insurgents o0 Mirdanan.

The rasult of thig daal is 1© lesve the goerrilias
of the Tha Patrictic Front im the lurch, Mat anly will
China be expected urders tha teers of THE dgraarant
o wetndraw sven her provious token suppa Toe tham,
Eait in weill b g preigiongg F e much-needed Chiness
oil daes not find 115 way inta the fuel tanks af the Tl
miliEry vehicles sad planss nogw iping used agains? the
TPF in ‘the North-East prowince.

Thi Chmesa rmay sl aTiemgt 10 judlily this
starsze @n the grounds that the rew Thoi regime of a
civil bureaucracy is ‘mone prograssiee” Iham a military
dictatarbig, but the change bas basp slight indesd.
Oiaspite the current misgivings of a section af ta Thai
ruling class, Twasland @ gl the main US basa aguirsk
P reeElu T i South- East Saia, Thare ame guer
35,000 035 troops stitl in Thailand, and the LIS bases
gre an conting ous stand-byv. The Groen Berats ogarar-
img im PR zones in South Vietaam ara Mowrs in fram
Makkan PRangen in Thailand, &nd it is slmost certain

China’s aid strengthems Ther regime against upsumes ke that of I!I.u:ilnu la'u yaar

Libebration of Palestime (FINFLP), which in three vears
nng pacssid Froim e far beft to dve far cighe of the
Palestinian mosement, The motiveiion belind it &
qaite clear: these organisieon:, bar from repectiog a
Gremeva-[vpe “peacefud sobolion”, are openly hinding
at thetr willingmess jo liguidaie the Palestindan camss
as a revelmtionary one theough such plins as the
estalslihment of 8 "clent® Palatlales State on the
Wesl Bank. They will therefome atiempl toonip in the
baud amy fiveveg o organise opposition in thia cypimis-
tiom Among the cink-aedd-Cibe of e Pallestinian moss-
menL

GENEVA: PALESTINIANS
UNDER PRESSURE

iy . “ N

of the Palestinian Resislance,
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

Meanwhile, resstance in the occupied temitones
has intensified aince the Oetober war. Duiring
the fighting, the Palestininns in the occupied
territorics atopped work en masse in eolidarity
with the Arab states, and in the last fwo months
g new wive of onrest has swept the West Bank.
The Isractia have reacted sharply by deporiing
“troublemakers” o Jordan, and closing Bir-Zat
college, near Ramallah, described as “a centre
of agitation and subwomsive activity’, Need less
Lor say these measures were supporied by
Maopam, the left face' of the muling Alipnment,
The fionisl regimea will probably be com-
pelled to give up the West Bank ewntually b
the peace talks (to whom - Hassein or the PLO-
i as yet far from clear). But even at the eleventh
hour, the scoupation anthornties are committing
pew crimes-deportations, blowing up of houses,
etc —which only demonstrate the fatilicy of iry-
ing to co-eadat peacefully with the raciet State
of lymael, The overthrow of fiomism is a pre-
condition for penuine peace betwesn Arab and
Jew in the Middle Basl,

ALAN ADLER
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They will fimd chis dEfficult to acldeve, however.
A the commdeés of the Revolutionary Commuonmist
Group stated in @ leaflet digiril ded the day afoer
the: clashea:

"Thege represifed dols will hot reare wr o), e
affirm owr rerafie (o soniinee freving our fie and
g ide JF fornard before phe Droadest paveer. I dodeg
thln, we will he Ao e conrpeous ThoReour somades
wairer dlare fonmiss dreir podoey dn solidarty with the
Arak peaples @1 the wevy heart of the Zionis Srave and
iigians g Feprdsiies apparging The worled af revoda lione
ary Mioocéefs peneiradey el reprerrion.

"o ek tend oo Thla occasion ouf thanks Do all (ke
patric e Palestindan and Lebanese groups wha inter-
vened todefend oor comeades, and we lnvics (B to
Tuise thair vaices in protest against dhis incidere ored
apeiingt all attacks o demaceatic righrs widiin the
rztionad likemlion moavement,

Tlow with the reprogefie aolr of ove champine
wf raciim ond capilina o’

‘Pawn wir oo plars fo Kguidare the Possiivan
ot o i Arad el riond

For g common revolutiorsry sirngpl of A rolb ard
Jeuieh wewkers ageinet prperielins, Sionign and
e Arety ruling clasees?™

that the F-111 fighoar bambers which have been sup-
marting somays an the Mekaong apairst Aed Khmer
allacky are aipo bessd in Thailand, Mofaow, tha
ptsition af the US in Thailand has recently been
turther reinforced with the appointment of William
Kirtner, gdmirer T Pragdant Pack of Sourh Koras: and
long-tames agent of the LA, a3 US smbasador in
Rangkok,

The résanl maves Twards lileeal isaeion in
Tharland, far fram signifying a news ‘progress e’
ragiera, (AElacT im fAct Thie e Fos miong Flew iility
ta deal nat anfy with the geerrifla threat in the
Marih buT also wich The incnsirgly woca oppositian
fram workers and stsdents in Bangkak itesll, In thaga
mararvrel 1o stasn aff the resolutionary upsurge
building up in Thailsnd, the regirns fag o Toand &
willling hetper i Peking. As in other countries, the
Chimuss burssucracy has chosn 1o trade in (e
revnlutionary aspirations of the Thai warksrs and
padeAnE in ratuen For Ve dabicsis Dnguolancn of
the Thai =lite, The |lessons of this counter-revodu ticn-
ary traflicking missm not bo fargorien,



The 1926 General Strike

Last week we reported in Red Weelly that the
Mewcastle Trades Coundl is planming to revive
the Workers Owopicle, the paper which it pro-
duced during the 1926 peieral stnke. This is

an indication that ever-wider layers within the
workers movement realise that we are ci fering

a penod of iniepse class struggle similar to that
of the early 1920 and reguiring similar methods
af sirgple,

It ulso servesas o timely reminder el ke nio
bricl duvs of 1he 1926 general sinke werc @
period of unparaliefed working class comb
sibvity and creativity Tram whileh we have much
1o bedn

CRISIS AND SHOWDOWN

For the flest bwo years after the First World
War boom condibioms prevatled thraughostr
Brtish mdusicy, [he new stengih and Ii|_d'||-
g spirit-of the trade union movemend com
bined wilh these [avduratide conditions Lo
Pl cE S0 IMPorant wo rELimE lass
wmctones. The power of the Triple Indasinmal
Albance of Uthe mitess, rallmen, and transport
woekees was sucl that the mere threat ol
arnileil sEri e s lion was salficwent Lo make the
Government retreat. Thus The Allince wak ahle
vo suceesslully chollenpe Government policy on
uch Kcy Jleeratian s as intervemiion ngarmnsl g bt
Hussian Revelolion ind the
nining induestTy

COnSCrhEls

Howesizr, towards the end of 1920 the hoom
pime [0 sudden end and Bolish capiial<m
st plunped into cresis, The mling ¢lass und iis
Crovernmenl wore determined 1o {oree the
working cliss bo bear Lhie cost of TS criss,
and prepared for showdowrn with 1he frade
anion movemenl. HenceTorth the treal of

mdusiriil action wiould nol be enougl

| i) e alcalown came over ibe Ligvelm
w8 docii [0 femove wWar-iime vani pols
frowm the mimirg industey | Thus encod mging
the ownert 1o smash the system of national
wage rates thal had been buili up durmg the
wur ond impose drastic wags curs thoovuph new
dsinct sgreements, Cnoce agnn the Troiple
Alliance thicatened o sirike —bui fhis time the
Government called therr Tslull

On 15 Apnl '|5|.I.."5.I|"I.I\J-\."|-" the unlon burean-
crits showed their tree faces by colling off
thar planned strike on a [hmsy poetesl und
abandoning the miners to the fender merches
ol the Gowvermmen! and the coalowiim.

Fhis Dreacliery wad & treme ndowe disaster ol
the frude unicn movemenl snd The entlite

Wt class, [noone vedr nnemploymenl shot
ap Frogm 2% (o ahnost 1 1%, Between 192 | and
|9 24 wid et bess than | 0% Prices were
Hagin these yeam &y about 25% belween
Tound [936- hal he-de el of "Black

Frictav” meant thal Dhecmplovern could posh

. o

-

wapes down ewnmaore rapldly, wiping out the
gains woa by hard strugese (o ENe posE-SHT oA

Misk surprisingly . the traeds union moveme=nl ook
a hentmg, The TUC affilizted wnioas lost more
ki 2 millon members—a third of their folal
membership, between 192 and | %26:

NEW CONFRONTATION

Temporarily checked on the Tnchesdmal Dol ,
thar wearkang class tupmed (o chectaral uorion
Bt thit country™s first Labhowr Covernine nl,
Towoed an 19234, was short Hved and g taial
faihire, s potitical deépende e on the Liberal
Purty o Parflamentary leaders ensured fhil
Thetis i1 was thal FERES mvw o remewed prospect
of mipss, industrad action. The mincs made
proposals for o mew imdustiraal albiarmce: and
tisrusinns were opened with the transgort
unics | TGWLE and the railway unions) and (he
enpineers Plang wenl ahead,; and the Albanoe

oatus Brabdened to include the electricians,

foundry workers and iron and sleel workerns
Bui JLH, Thomos sucoeeded i puling the
NUR oot of this schems:,

Unaber the guidance of Ernest Bevin of the
Transpaort and General Weorkers the new
Alance was founded on @n cliborate con
etituiion, This was designed bavoul anothes
“Rlmck Frday® fiasce, but i1 meant that the
Adlisrrees was burdened walh 2 sengs of Lirne-
conguming, hurealcestio procedunss. Bo,
alter maore than o vear of distussions, cun-
lerences gnd ballods, the Allianoe was sl
i nore than an emibry o when the slorm

ol the penerl strike hroke

Meanwhilz the mincs were agdin engaged in
strupgle, In the sommer af 1925 (he coal
owners give nnbice of drastic wage ouis and the
ciiding of the notiope] minimum wags, The
mimers lumeed o the TUC Tor support, and

the General Councl pledged support, L the
event of & coal lockout, 11 was ugreed that an
embargs wolihl be impesed on all coal move-
MR i1

Eut the Tory Covernment . under Stanley
Baldwin; did not yet feel ready for such a

fight . S0, takinga Faf oot of Lleyd Georg:"s
booi, they desded o play for lime. As Thome
Jones, ihe depury secierary 1o the cabinet
during thess veoars, wrole shorily aflerwands:

T July 1925 rhe Goverminent were Hireatcned with
a comeerbed atmck by the big Unions, The Country
wad iBnfonsed as 1o Be merits of the cral dispute
and the Governmunt wag uncorfdin gz 0o how far it
coudil rely nm its emergency prepamisns, & breathing
space was obdaimed by mesny of 9 suliady and the
appesinement of a Bovol Commissien.

Thiz plan was aces pred- by The TUC und

ke mimers. il was haealded g% 4 greal victory,
Fire day of ds annovneement was TaheHed “Ked
Friduy onan eifor wowad away e saply

Murioe aosck strikers i Liverpool. This was the sort of thing that went an where there was no
Workers' Defeno: Sorpe. o2 towmn Lke Mathil, Fife wshere 700 strilkers, under the command
of pxarmy WG and armed with pick handtes, regulanly patrolled the strents the police wwoere

wary cooparate an: tkn s wvitheant

ricielent,

memuries ol ‘Black Friday’.

GOVERNMENT PREPARES
Bt ke so1 thdr gave birth to"Black Friday'
was sk firmly implented at the very heart of
the trade woion leadership, The Government
used the “hrsal hiog space” to bigzd g s
vimergency preparations- chroagh 1he reacliva-
tion and reorgamsstiom of the Jupply and
Transperl Urpanisation (the hody which il
hod wied in prepane lor 8 peeemal stitke dn 019
and L9203 and the enconragemeant af the
tunalTicial’! Organigation for the Mainrenance
of Supphes whnch was sponsorsed by
promuinent Tories and drew - on the srvices
of the pewly-creaied Briish Fasciil The
trafe unfons did nothing

Indesd somie frade dmon leaders” actively
appeaed prepartion! L Thomas, the -
waymen's bmudir, attacked those who called
for pecparation less tham one month belore
the sir:ke hegan . ingiead of orgahising,
maobilising und encournging the leeling that
wir was inevilehle, let them concenteate on
lipcling & solution honourable ind satisfuctory
toepll wicles,”

The Crsvernment's Raval Commission reporisd
in March 1526, I stresssd Lhe inerfkclent and
Eneconomie natwre of the industor. and called
fora loag-term scheme of rrorganisation. Al

“he sarme tome il called for an ead to.the
Covernment subsidy, and inssted Uhal e
miners had o bear e busdens of the industoy’s
proflems by accepting wage curs. The com-
mission, howewer, did support Lthe pringple of

a national waps apresment.

The Government played a tricky gume, offar-
inp o etk Uee Bepor: “provided that those
chgaged in this indusiry —with whom the de-
ciginn primardly rests— aprec to accept the
Bepori....." Bul botl the minsowners and the
miners rejected the Report, the former hecaise
ol the provisions far & pattonal wape spreement,
the larter beécause of its Ingisienoe on weage CUiE
aned well-Tounded doubes abour the ability of
the owners fo carey Throtgh any seroud c-
orpanisation. Regotiviinns helween the moners
and the owncrs rapidly broke dosan, anad locks
oul nobices ware poated, o become effective on
A0 April

GOVERNMENT STANDS FIRM

The: TUC did not back 1he miners slaiid. Ingicad
ihey iried tooporsudde the miners o accepl the
Feport a0 hass For selilement, provided that
puaranfzes word gpven on reorganianoen, ano
uirpzd the Government to mlLrsene alcng

thess oo

Howewer the refasul ol the coalowners 1o Budes
and of the Govermment Lo inbcovene meant

that such o compromise was impossible,
Reluctinlly, the TULC had fo throw its weight
neliingd the miners canse, Thus moses were

made 1@ call a meeling ol Trade wllon e Xeeutives,
which zgreed 1oa syinpatheric general strike

Lo begie om < Moy,

The TUC sidl heped Lo nepotiate 2 last minees
somprimess, Hut the Government—awire af Phe
relucrance with which the TUC lesders werne
tnking vhis acion and condfident in the thoron
phness of Their pam preperations wanlbed 4
shivwdamwt,

Thit gctitude of the TU leaders can e geaned
from a statement of Thomes. made afisr one
T LER U B8 B LTS )

' suppose my uaial crites will gay that Thanns was
almuost grovelling, aod it o cooe, Lo all my Kengex:.
pericnees., | rever begpal and pleaded like | begged sid
pleadad all day eo-dav, ond 1 pleaded not alone he:
couse I beleewed m Lhe Gase OF The misdrs, Bur

hecause in my hanes 1 believed that my duiy Lo the
couiiley insalyed L

The Guvecrmen: knew thal their preatest

i pon in this strapgie wias the loade wpion
burcaderats’ decpsented Tearof any setion il
shalienpst Farliamesidary Caivesr el L,
wagn Labist elass e L I wonlil b aceurale 1o
sy Fhit che TLIG bumcsuerars wers mors alrad
of e generl strke TG s Lhe Ceo¥einmenl

Thus, & s s the penerdl sloke cull wenl
oud, the Government broke of 1 degetipiions
wilicthe TUC und refused to renew thean until

cher ehrise vk called . [he unicn buresacrals
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The remnants of & car that had bean caught ona s
Council, bt it was completely necessary o establi
defeating the Government.

were literally bocted, whimperng and whining,
b the Goverronent mito calling the sirke.

RaMK-AND-FILE FIGHT

Tl attitude of the rank-nd-fike wis fnfally
different. They responded to the sinke call
with mupenificent uniy and ingenuice. All
across the country Incal Councils al Action aud
judnt strike pommmitoece wers et up to un the
strike. Locul daily bulleling were punilished Lo
replace he scab capitabisg newspapers. The
sepulation of road trathc handbing of esseniial
supplies, amd mass picketosg of scab opeca-
ticns were arganisad, [n many nreas Workers
Detenee Corps were formed 1o protect the
strikors aguing police aftock,

Rather than being encouraged hy These

deve lopments, the burenucTits were even more
fernfied. They issned their own newspaper s
feitial Warker, consiaing mainly of dre re
salutions and statamenis From the TUC, anad
imoed ordeis that nothing exuept chis margzial
was 1o be published Tocally e receipe Tos mak
ing workers torally dependent an the Govern

rent's scab Briried fresefreoc hocal soak TEAPCLE,

simee the Seditivh Worker wis nolavialoble in
iy lovalines and carmisd Hicle newsk

The Feirs whicly wen: mothed minds of the
brreaucrints werne vaiced be L H Thoinas

the day after the striks wascalled off:

“Wiiar I dreaded ahiomt clis strike more than anything
else waathis' I by any chanse (¢ should hase got

it o chie hands ol those wha wasald be able groe-
eicise anme control, every sane minn knows whel
wuonbid have happeoeslc B ilaek God i@ neser did,

I'hat 15 why I beliesve that the decision vestenday was
suvh a big devision, and thar & why that danger, that
Pikr always in own minds..."

The reabily of thes fear was atreased by Charles
Oukes of the General angd Manicipal Workers,
who commented "every dov thal the strike pro
cepdad (he conirel and sullbancy of that digs
PLILE Wk passing oot of the hands of respon-
sible BExeculives....'

BUREAUCRATS SELL-OUT
Rather D L conteal of the sirepgle, the
bareaverals were prepared Lo wreck e move-
mienl, Fremy the wery haginning oF the atrike
they soaght foorenew confacl willy zhe
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suskcmg mission. This wak the type of maident which (ruck terror into the hearts of the TUGC General

wom control over transport and the movement of essential supplies: a dachive step on the road 1o

Fod Weekdy Tas often raised the slogan “For the
eresfion of Councils of Action’. Why do we see
such bodies a8 so imporfant now? What lsa
Counal of Action?

A Conedl of Action s oone ol the most gdvanced
forms of organisation which the working class

1 ex Trirorelmary eoen-
mittes of delepares from all working class
urgaasations, Whal makes it 20 exceptional

5 thot no Workers” i paoization. be i politien
ar economie e e cloded, Al A
represen s he working class e @ w1

wilds the class intod
bospve, aillonwing it bo present @ unmied face to
thie class Enemy,

URGENT MECESSITY

Bocies like this bicome 2n uigenl ne
csally when Lhe workers movement has 1o
bind itself together 1o perform some dectam
Lusk, They have emerged in different (fmes ond
places, for variovs purposes and wpder o
w1y ol mames: Bometimes they hove breen
sulled soviets or workens coune s, Tiey

lave besa Tormed Lo sz and ran Tactories,
fight an election, orvonduct an armed up-
rising

P ey i crearle: i

Tu

3
i

inified and cohesive

'-|.||~.|I.1
..ndu-

In Britaip they hove been called Oy
Lehion  pnd were Farmedin 192
the general afrike. Today in El.ll.l m il

et sinke s negded (o el back Lhe Tofy
ol fensive, and Councils of At
cisentinl ance again

i1 is emsy tosee why such a bogdy
10 organise workers in o gncral sirike. The
capiialisis know perfectly well that a poeral
wirike 15 s all-pul straggle, and that their
future depends on the outcone, All the r=
sourees af the capitalist state are socordingly
cenrralised to Tight against the sirikiers
Thouwsands of scabs are recrwited., thowsnds of

ion i orme

A NECFREATS

Arermment (o work out some Taoe-srving
pgroecine il which would allow them (o call
i1 the sinke. Cnly the delterminition of
e Government prevented a sefl-oatr much

e deadlock was Broken by the intervenlion
! Sir Herberd Samuel, chairman of the Roval
mission on Lthe mines, He worked out a
pmsula —basically a rehash of hes Report
which the TUC agreed o accept as the baosis
cilling of f the strike. The miners refusded
sweepl thes, nol surpresingly, since there
ao indicalion thal the Govemmen! would
cpl thess progosals. But the TUC was deter-
ved Lo gel the busimess over willl despile
THNETS Qs G o
Wednesday
iformed him the strike was off. Baklwin
1sed to offer the TUC represenlalives any
of 1he Croseniment’s prsation
rning the Samuel proposals, o
e guestion ol vrelimisation ol workers
e strike —the TUC s surrender was total
meomgliliconal. As Bevin commentad
the meeting, “Somd thing Wis happesed and
bedd way o deseribe foday; 10 we ape nod
ke, 15 that we have comptitted suicule
ancks of members will be victinesed os
result of this day's woek.'

AT TS

T g

nded tntain’s first—und only—penerak
Lt was 2 preal calandly Tor the workes®
went. engineered by the political bank-
¥ and outraglt fréezchory 'of the Uk
BETELS

1all docivise strugples a leadershop whal
aol prepared (o ke on The Pl power of
ipitalist powesnment and Uleadlergs 11s
rightf e povvere couhi nol Carry |Iu.":'||_'_:|l
aph 1ooa survessiul conelusion, For the

le wnion fureauceats the deferce of woaking

st sld only cores secoall] - after e

ervialion of "the corstviution’, "Parhament’
of the institulions by whicl the

radist Clags wields political powerl This
become fabally pamalyeed when e neling
s ings These IRscetabioms indo Hee falvie o
Iedvy guis’

1% frie 1onds B
SAllE, B P raaTee

it ygeas n 1970 il aniy
SETA AT CAL Sy Dl

12 May they went 1o see Haldwain,

e siruggle threugh 1o s wetonious Con

chisgont. The ceation of such 2 lesder
ship oul of the struggles in which i1he
warking class 5 engaged B an  urgent
task (acing all those who are fighiing
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Mlehs vary apt view of how the TUC General
Council conducted the strike: terrifeed todo
anything that rech o seem “uneonstituts nal”

A socralel sainm bl preeaennl

LTIl

The wrostion of  hodies
he cmk-and-lile ocen play o dircct
e the funeee ol e slmdeele Oouniils
Al el i mnly make i poss
il Foar Pewol b nmary fesialdretiggt - 40
win o oorer e e ool ek, Tl
dlsn ermhbsle il masses oy pul
reveluliomary  pdeas  sdee  psdciree il
Fransbasrpy bl s o bl sl
P sl wlul o oswereckine acliviiney ol
rile o ki fesor e

Lyt h

ikl

it
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Brian Slocock

CIvilians made milo spedial Conslahles’ [he

{ police fones reeguipped and turred Info
shock trope snd e srmy mobilied. The
o rmment [eces wide s gency powen Bo
commendect bulldiag, prieting prosses
lactones and transpart [0 o mgarmal the
sirike , and sssumes wide poveem of smesi

iand detention without tral

Im shorl, Uhe siale |5 placed on o war foofing. A
generzl sirike can only be spcoessful of the
working class can uchieve un eguivialent level
of orpunisation and & able te Counter the varous
strike bresKing moves made by-a highly cents
rabized enemy. This is where the Councls of
Aclinm coms in

It has often been eaid of genesal sivikes; (hat

b sl Feedds Bhe people wing The sirike, I
warking people begin to seffer hardship as a
resull of the srrke | the tnit ¥ ol Lhe sinkers

wilf b threalened, The capitialis) state will
aftempt te matntuin essent supplics by the
i uf scab kahesdr, Fo win the eredit Tor
fecding the people:

AUTHORITY

Thos o gk wilach <omie
Avtion o D926 eank on, Lnloadiag of focd ar
dovks, il transpors ki =1 ETET It 131
Tk~ 11 trsmets to th v |I'||"\.
dwtitluclian mo shopsoand the o Ti

lucal cavseils al
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What is a Council of Action?

Tondd ralioming system, and the supervision

of food aupplics to stop black marketesring
are ol Losks the sinkers themselves undertook,
In many districis no privare trangport of any
wind was allowed béorun, excepr that wwhich
seceived o permit Trom the Cewscil of Action,
All crunsport was inspected by the workers [o

ensiire thal two ntalertals were tramsported Lo

indusines run by scabs.
The type of opernlion i= something which can
iy he plenned and orgeneed by g central
by gl o5 a Coundil of Actien, to which
all the sirtke s cwe theirallegince Al The same
time, the Counell oF Action can caly scquiie
Ui mpecessiry anlhornbydm the eves ofthe
wrptlaticn ot large, (000 & able e eatahlish fia
rle in the slreeds and make it mal=s amd
fe gt tions cffe ofive”

This cam only b= done by the centralised
ofganisalion of Ficket aquads. Thousamds ul
mivke s fave toce ormendsed . not just loostap
fercids or géahs poing o and out of the
laciormes, hud o comtraed amd patrod The mmm
roitde thiemselves, The detence of these

aickets dpains the polive ceguires the cosation
ol 4 Warkers Prelenoe Corps These muss he
ander the contrel ol g central unthiarize,
must e meivhile, end masl beable bo ke on
Luzge Fodies of police on their awn teras, L
1%, thi palive were ."nn'url_'r- have o bedlihy
respect Tor such bodines in many anras, ard e

nreseiilF W Es adh Umpsortant Facdo i sveTiimg

widespread bloosdshe o

BACKBONE OF WORKERS” STATE

il

e
s wr alcant
pabinhmg e E£TEEE g . O

calicdis Belwoed ome ows el saiiarr il

fining up enterimomenis (oe The sinkes.

iceally. the Counecl woubld be elecved by -

mly fanis

o [ ciesa i

._‘..-'ll'u-.".nli. sinke commiliess or on e Banss
ff mass clecliong by (he enlore body of Use

nkem, bul the widom bapyemnd @ 19708

It cam resdnly b soem ey e Crelde e
T TN O D IR o rinel gl §
vy craill sirthe The (cwmecds m onder
1o be effeche mel ol e = of
itnkoo @ fay-fo-day decmamn :I.;kq_ e
thiy prakes Lhe strtkem foel ey wamd 1 Daie
datect responivibilily Tmr the oo of B
sirike. [he strike can rapidly gt ot of

the conirol of the rade amion feader, snd
resistance U0 any compromie selllement can
grow by the hour

e ondly; the Council of Action = mech more
Than a body which expressss the opinbons of th
strikers. Aa we hawve seen, it can only organise
the steike dlfectively, iT 11 seeks to beonme the
sole pabhy puthonty inaeity, town or distRcl,
cibawing aside the bourgeods state aothoniies
Thos s why Coundls of Action, if They weee
united narionalby and counterposed their
aprtharety oo that of the hourgedns Gove

antd Parliment, coulid become the fou i‘
sione of U soctaliat e olution, send R = -
backhome el linte, :

]

N wOTKer
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The scale of the Tory Government attacks on
the fiving standards of millions of people is
becoming increasingly chear to the i) HO0
sidents who returped to their colleges last
wenh

The Government have made twee dashing
aliacks on cducation spc-ndl.r-g In ONe YEar,
culminating in Barber's Decembes “crisis bud
g, and have cancelled ane entire year's
building programme for the colleges, Quite
apart Tromm the redundancies this wall cause in
the budding trade, studeniz will lind them-
selyes faced mere and more with sccommods-
tion shorltages, soaring renis, and maskvely
overcrowded ieaching Focililies.

LOCAL CHALLENGE

Since {he “E.]'I['Hl Eent UIII'I-'!'L'E-'IEE. by studcnis
and college workers agimsl redundancies and
price rises in the summer of 1372, each mew
more o implement the mling class policy of
higher education on the cheap has mef with a
wpirong challenge ai the local ewel. The Neroe
siruggies around sach isues as lack ol
sccommod ation, high prices and rents 3t te
emd ol last year, in Brighlon, Leeds, Fssex ond
Borrminghasm, podal Do B equally militant
reponss b0 the Tores” attock in the coming
momnths

However the cutbacks will mean more
Than worsening comdilions m the colleges
The Mational Union of Students Exceutive is
still sarnesily chatting with the Govermment in
e current review of Che grant level, whilc
dniﬂg litth to prepare Tor s regd fight againsi
the erosion of the grant levels,

The reductions in state expenditure on
higher educalion make il probabie Lhat the
Tories will cut even the pitifully small increase
they proposed lest vear, While agrecing 1o
pay marmried women siudents the full e of
the grant, the Tones will likely offer an increase
in the grant of aboutl L9 spread over Lhree
vears. The NUS claim is for an immediate
increase of L1770 on the exstmg main rale
of L485 [orall siudenis, including those whio
st pregeni get & token amount from their
local authorities or nothing at all. The £94
wollld amount [o an increage ol §% a year,
which, at the carrent rate of inflation, would
mesn that the real value of the grant would
po down £15 each pear

Mogeowver, the Tory-imposed three-day
werk will meeEn thal peire iz who are lonoed (o
poy towerds ihe cost of their childen’s

[ COUP POUR COUP {Blow for Blow), u [ilm
directed by Marin Karmite (Franee 1972

Blow for Slaw is 4 brilliant agitational Film aboit
tveds kinos of violence. Right from the first ghat the
mudience is plungsd inta thit Tantastic degres of
daily wiglar e whoch the @mpitalist erganisanon of
work inflicts aa the wor king ciass 1in the film, wosnen
f'ﬁ'ﬂrm i a taxtils lagtary 1t 1he violenoe of che gacs
o wagr K G0 the comweyar belt, she infrrrsl noss, 1he
\dirt and heat. The permanent supervisan of one'y
| mowements is crosseed by further atlacks' sich s
Imadequate housing, the suarbirdaning of damestic
| e e, .
| These attacksarn ahadlersgad @ tha lilm afier the
| macking af Two o4 the sa-calied agitatars, Picifess
Fridalistion by the worknis reactss i climax in their
| rewenge on tha bade! & just reveard eeen if fas from
| eonmpenaating For sl the attacks theay suthar Trom
the s¥=iem he represents, By giving ‘baw For ko
[Fee phata)l, tho v kg Liegin 80 ek dowen thair si-
wrnimd v igtencus Ireinforced by wage differencials and
lack of means of communicationl. Through thair

Students
must go

for adtion
Now

Last tesm’s occupation &t Exex University, where the
mafhveritiiy have now irdlity ed o isciplaaey procgad-
irgs against 30 of those involved . . . “As the students
@1 Edglx hined alraady saigd. tha hagn weay 10 delfand
tham is 1o take wp thewr example’.

sducation will have to reduee thelr contribution
or cul it altogether, In many cases Ueis wll
force students to leave collepe

What has heen The response ol the NLUIS
Executive fo this attack? Innmanerable state-
menis lo the capatatis] press, butl nol muech
else, Still clinging to their pressure politics,
the Executive has called off, im all but name,
the “Wesk ol Action’ which was to fallow the
national grants demonstration on & February
in Lovivdon, Instead, they have proposed a
‘weck of public activity” on 4 March, so late in
Lhe lerm that students cannol use Lhs evenl
to prepare for 8 real strogple in the collepges.
Why has Lhis happened?
COMMUNIST PARTY

Ihe Commupnest Party is politicafly d ominant
in the Executive, Lo line with their strategy of
busliing an alliance helween the working class,
‘small’ bosses, trade union and Labour Party
burcaucrals, bbheral scademics and eldher
‘progressive’ Torces pgainst the interests of

hig monopoly capital, the CF sees the way
iorward for the Granis Cam patgn in l=mms of
un dlliance wilth these Forces ngainst the policies

striggle comnis an wereesss T their position and
aoimman interests, On the Soreen we oo Hass-
enEcinrandE grav before our eyes,

Of coeirse Thasd are many weaknesses in the Film
eRpzially ag il does not project the struggle hevang
the immediate vicany shawn, Hioreauei  wabat The
fitm does do Brifliant by is whet the British left too
often fails o dal axpare the nesd bo overthros 1he
chgy elint sy sheam in g woy that the b cadRe) s
ol warkers can grasp. Moeg than rak: o sdorg 1hi
mudience fo action by putling all Lhe sxpsrtize af
the Beouigeis clriere Lo revolaticnary pd rposs,
Teer hundred defenders of the ‘programeme” are
waorth less in the clasi siriggia than one wivid
iHescration of 1hisg sy,

This i4 g libmechat shauld be seen by 0 thoss
warkers whio colmly av@pt thair sppeessive condifians.
Hut untormunaialy, becsos af the marcpely of Rank
ared ABC trash on the Srcudts, o wan’s ha

JULIET WYNTER
T fiter oI5 showing oF the Eirctris Sinemd, Parabeila

Hozd, London @7 T aehl Teesdhy 22 Jrnoery and
sy fovigdr fring O7-72 7 2992 fo ohecicl,

Fod Weakly 18 dariary 1873 Page @ ¥V

of 1he Tory Government in higher education.

In this e it is to be the college authorities
and the ¥ice Chancellorm who play o key role
in ‘presgunising’ the Torees, Of course the collepe
authorifies don't Llike the cuts since |t makes life
duflicull [or them, However Lhis does nod mean,
as the CF concludes, that the Vice Chancellors
will link arms with stodenis and 1he working
class apninst the Tory attacks. In faet in order
Lo conserye whal Diltle money 15 availoble to
them, they will step up the crosion of student
living standards msnde the colleges by mising
remts and prices and laying off college workers,
‘They will back up these attacks by the use of
victumisatione, court actions, and aitacks by
private squads of thug seourily paands if stud-
enig fry to resist these cuts. This 8 bome out
by Lhe experience of student militants in
Oxford, Eseex, and Bristol last tenm,

What cer gtudents do to force back the
attacka in the collages and ram home the fight
againsl the Tories? Firsthy, the latest botrayala
by the trade union bureavcrals make it even
mare urgent thai every possible ally of the
working class is drawn into the fight to get
rul of the common enemy—the Tory Gevern-
ment, A victory for the working class al this
stage, in particular a victory for the miners,
would weaken the Tory Government and thus
b o wiclory lor all those presently mffc:rjm;
from its palicies. The Tories and the capitalist
preag realise this fact and ame straining ewery
muscle 1o biock any moves towards such a
united offensive. Students can expect threats
by the collegs authonties 1o clme down the
wallege il they threaten to lunch mili fane
siruggles. The same ploy may woll be wsed
to try and prevent mass student action in
suppact of the miners, Even mare likely
the partial closing of hstiiulions, and the
q_'u.tiing il ol heating and liphting, to
arouse sectiong of the population ke spadenis
and white collir workers against the miners.

FIGHT OM BOTH FRONTS
Evory available platform muat be weed to put
the case nf Lhe working class againsi the Tore
Govermument to the mass of atodents, Colleges
should invite miners’ repregeniatives fo speak
af urion mee lingg, and stodent unions should
pledge sepport for all workess® struggles, inciud-
ing that around the fréeing of the Shreeskury
hatliling workers and actions against the J-dlay
week., Collepea wio pul up miners during the
last stnke aml pided Mving pickers af power
slitfions and poits should el in comtact with the
lowbpe and amea committees of the MUM whose
members come down to offer suppart and infor-
pration in the event of o strike. In the avenl of
a nalional miners” strike hoing called, the M5
should centralise the activities of student sup-
porl committees, calling conlerences and
demonstrations in solidarity with the strgge
apiinst the Tore governmenls

Howewer, this is only gart of the stors,
Students nust orake sure their own fight
uiwalvizg the greadest number of students st
Lhe hiphest level of milltancy posible. Beaal
iy etween slodents ond workee can be
forged in actior, not thiough pious repolutions
al NUS Conferences

Ak wer have seen, the Tones' attack on the
liwing standards of studenls tekes place on tao
hroad Fronts—wossening of conditions in the
calieges wnd allowing Fialng pilees 1o enl away
the real valoe of the grani, They are attocking
us on darh Tronbs; we must fight back an otk
Fromls. I3 insufficient owerely o raise the
niabional demands of Hie granis ampaign, we
marst dlso have demanids which make sure the

Tories do nol give with cne hand 2od rabe away
with the ather,

Stodents have already begun o take up the
fight. The number of colleges going on rent
sirike in responss o the cnll of Margate Confer-
cnoe increnses every day, The figere is now 35,
These sirikes must nat be lefl 1o becomes
isolated. it is witally importast thai thess: rent
sinikes are pard of 3 programme of direct action
which inclodes a set of demands which can
unite the remt sitikers with other students in
the collages and beal back Che abiacks on
student living standards.

Area meetings or conferen ces must be
organiscd to include all colleges in the Incality
in Chis programme of diredt achon. Granta
Action Committess ghould find oud exactly
how much prices hove gone up in the colleges,
whether or not ghudent expangion will be
matched by incressed facilities, and if the
college administration & thinking of laying off
staff to oot down on costs. Demands haged on
this sort of Information will bring home to
slodents Lthe need to defond our living standasds
through ongoing sctlon, There will be po con-
fusion belewen the local and national demands
of the campaign; they will be s=en 2 integmily
lirked, This will be the most effective way we
cin show the Tonee we mean business,

NO BUCK PASSING

Cerdnls Action Committees should make sune
that the college authoritics in the public sector
do not pase the buck on Lo the Loeal Education
Auchorities by puttng jodnt demangds on the
college authorities und the LEAs, backed up
by oceupations of LEA offices, They should
demand thal local couneils Tefuse to imglement
the cots in stale expenditure, following the
cxample of Monmouwch County Cauncil

[ he discplinary hearings arising cur of the
Esxex vooupation last term nowr laok as though
they will fnwolve over 30 students, and even
some lecturing staff. Becanee Easex was the
fieat codlege Lo lake up the fight last terme, the
defence of these atudeneg will be s=en a5 an
important test Tfor the student move e t—roor
just by militants in other colleges, bued alsa by
the callege authorities. The key to the defence
of the Essex militanis is to throw the college
authoniies on the defansive, They muost be
shivwn Chal the victimisation of studends will
not demoralise thoss taking action, bur potually
irew mew Torees into the stragele. As the stud
cots at Bssox hawe already sald, the best wEy 1o
clelend them is to take up their examplhe,

The naticeal demonstration must b= o
priority for all students, The demonztration
in and of itself will not force the Tores Lo
congsde, bucic will bowost the morle of those
colleges taking sction in the ahgence of any
rial beaderghip from the execntive and provideé
a political focna for all the activisis in the
campaign, 11 can be an imporiant axpresaion of
militunt opposition o the Tory Gowerniment in
nlliance with the working clas, A “week of po-
tan’ must Tollow this demeonstration whether
the Executive supports it or pot, otherwise the
opporiunity ro take up the fight fora higher
granl Lhis lerm will kove been Lost.

A campaign of direer acrion aroungd the
national demands of the camppign and demands
such as expansion of facilitics ta match inoreas
ce in gtudent numbars, & Ireege on prces and
fediid, no redumdancies for fn]le:g: warkers
and & hardship fund to subsidise students hir
by the thres day week, will give militanis
a real focus for the fong hard sirugple against
Lhe Taries

RAY BURMNS:
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LABOUR: RIGHT WING RAMPAGE
COURAGES TORIES

O of the most encowraging dew lopments
for Heath & Co. im the presemd orisis has besn
ihe open capitulition of the rght wing of the
Labour Pariy before the Tory offensivwe and
the confused , indeed often non-+xistent, res-
ponse of the Labour left

To make an accurate ssesmment of Labour’s
crisis, it is necessary 10 exarming the social
forces represented by the contestanis among
the party"s executive. But the first paing to
be established is that wo section of the Laboir
Party at present represenis in g diredd sense
the interests of the working class.

o one, wilh the extremely conifused
gxception of the “Militant’ group, is openly
s=aving that whal is ai stake 15 en altempt by
the bourgeoisie to solve an inextricable econom-
ic crisss al the expense of the working class by
ihe use of all the power and manoeovies of the
bourgeois state, and that this process an only
oulminiaie and be deleated in a direct working
clasg strugele for power, The only approsch o &
redl working class responss in acton & the hero-
e struggle al Clay Cross-a siruggle which has
been stabbed in the back by most sections of
the Labour lesdership and greeted lukewarmly
by even the most radical af tlhe rest

JENKINS-PRENTICE AXIS

If there is no strong element within the Lab-
our Party which ully répresents the mberests af
the working clags there is, however, 2 very defin-
ite wing which represents the immedaate inter
esis of the hourgeaisbe This is the Jenkins-
Prentice section of the Labour Farly, These
elemenis reflect the effecis of one of the most
important social processes which has besn
taking place in the Labour Party since 1945
the increasing weighl of layers which ane noi
hased on ihe organEstions of the working ciass
but on the capitalist state, the nationalised
indusiries, and even private capiishsm,

A whaole host of people first reflected the
interests of these socal proups and then
departed for them, Woodnow Wyvatl, Goor g
Brown, and Ray Gunier all reflected th an
immedeile sense the inlerests of privale
capital, all were mivobved in it when sctive in
Labmir politics, and all have departed Tor 1l
Marsh and Robens moved easily into the
nationalised indosines. Thomson moved
with Peal and Payater of the trade unlon
bureaucracy, into o posifion in the state
apparzius, [0 is these elements who dominaied
the |904-T0 Labour Government and now
find thedir sucoessors in Jenking-Preatice,

[hese clemenis within the Labour party are
in no doubl as 1o where their loyelfies Lie.

Prentice's call that “the moderate members

of the party must stznd wp and be counted® @and
hig aftack on “the silter Torms ol Lrche amaon
mibitancy®, were a direct call for aid to-the

rulimg class in its crisis, Equally obyious was
the immedinte support Prentice reecived from
air Reg Goodwin, Labour leader of the GLC,
and 13 other local government leaders and
prospective Labour candidates. Their letter to
Witson began: "We, o5 Labour councillors and
prospeciive Lubour condidates are wrir:ng 1]
ol Lo expreds our ungdgquivoldl support Tog
Rog Prentice's brave and trathiul speced abour
the sillier forms of militancy.’

This section of the Labour party 15 nof in
any sensd based on the working class amd will
mever Follow Labour in any left turn. 1t will
aunply keave the pariy —either a5 individ uals
or en-bloc to form 8 new party-or join the
Liberals or the Tories,

If the apen right is an the rampage, what
al its traditiono] opponents? Here there is a
very sharp change compared to the pesiod
belore the enrly 19605, In any penod from the
19308 1o the 19608 the madn cpposgition 1o
Prentice's ine, the main bastion of the left
wolld have been the constituency Labhoas
partics, Adl is largely quiet on thar front at
present, however, Prentice hag bean asked
to explain himself by his locad party and
the Labour candidate For horth Morfolk,
Andrew Phillips, bas received a vole of no
comlidence, 22-20F by his general management
commiliee, Bol there is nothing like the unrest
there would have faen In the carly 19505 when
the Bevanites could get tweo-thirds of the cans-
tituency vote,

Fhe reason for chis s ofvdous. 1) Hesin the
sRorious, gualitative, decline of individual
working clase involvement bt the constilueney

Labour parties. [n 19465-69 alone a sixth of

the membemhip of the Labour party left and

in the bippest and peneratly most workeng ciags

localities the fall was nearly 3 third, The right-

wing swing this produced has continued and

al the lest Labour Parly conference the vales

forevery left candidate elecied (o the MEC

Tell while 1hose for The nght wingers trcreased
The constiivency lefi, desplte the visions

of a few Tribunites and the 'Militant”™ group

-mi lomeger @ base for 8 mass opposilion (o (he

extrome right wing This has meant an

end Lo ihe old style leftist demagogiee of the
Fool-Bevan iype, The Tnbune group duly

came oul with its statement on 30th November
declaring: "We want to make it absalutely clear
that we fully suppor the miners and other
secliong of workers in‘their siruggles for higher
wapes and better conditions.” But hardly anyone
notiaed,

Bud il the constituency left has declined, a
new bastion —the “left” trade union bureaucracy—
has been created for those who wish to condesl
for the leademship of Labour in opposition to-an
openly cags collaborationist stance. In the old
giyle 1930550 line-up in the Labour Party it
was | he irade anton bureaycrats who wens the
absojute bastion of the dght. In 1935 ewry
gingle one of the amendmenis of the leftist
‘Sogaalist Leapue” was defeated by the trade
union buresucrats. 1t was the trade union bloc
yorbe which was used to defeat Bevan in the
early 19505 Now, however, it i the tmgde
union vode which has been Lhe core of the keft
againsl the Labowr keadership.

BENN-A NEW TYPE OF LEFT
LEADER

But the trade union lendership is not directly
represented within ihe Labour Party leadership
The result has been the enverpence of a new
type of left leader, of which Benm is the mosd
obvious example, who is not based on the
constiluency Laboar partes, as was Bevan, but
who repregents within the Labour Parcty the
interzsts of the left trade union buresucracy and

4
:

1 M

their attempts to direet the working class from
the state struggle to vlections. This is the mean-
ing of Benn's thetoric on workerns® control, in
reqality workers” participatios. [ is also why , at
almuost exa rl|:.-' the same Ume a5 Prendice was
denouncing militancy, Benn couwld stand up and
say: ‘The Labaur party will be giving full sup-
pori to the trade union movemenl which i3
under direct attack by the Government,’

Since then Benn has mowe on to further
demagopy. Al s public meelng in Depliond
on Y Fanuary he was moved o declare: “The
miners” cempaipn is 8 srmibol of the struggle
af working people throwghoer Britsin who,
faced with rising prices and rents and morigage
mvmenis, simply Ginnol manage on The wages
the Croverniment is prepared to allow, and
bitterly resent the atlacks on the unions which
are Lheir Tirsl fine of defence,’ He also guite
accurately described the 3-day  weck as "a
wage cub desgned fo cause hardship.”

Of course, Benn's politics are far from real
socialist ones. He never poses the real guestions
of power and avoids a fiom commitment to
breaking Phese 3 but nevertheless his is a
rheloric and line which, following that of the
trade umion bureaucracy, & opposed o che
immodiate interests of the bourgeoisie.

WILSON'S DIL EMM A

The crisie that faves the Labour kadeship
i% how bosituate s in relation Lo the foroes
we have just analysed, As Far as their sobjeciie
desires are concerned the answer is obvious,
Wilson would like 1o po back to the good old
days of the 19%0s when the dominomt ine-up
wis the Labour leadership in alliamce with the
exireme vight of the Party, The trouble 15 0lat
what the borcaucracy can do is determined not
by ils desires but by Lhe objective lorcesin
society, The open right, desplice vallant effors,
has no hope of convincing any section of the
ruling class, oulside of o severe capitahsi deteal
in The industrial slruggl&. tor supporl Lhe Lihour
party in the way that thay did i E9ad, Foi
this reason the road to office for Wilson in

allinnee with the extreme right of the oy is
almost entirely dosed. But Wilson feors any
allinmce with the Labour lefl. This might open
up o dynamic of working class struggle which
would got completzly out of the control of
Labour, For this rensoq be is desperataly
attempting both to straddle the tide of the
‘Bennite” left and avoid & complete break with
the right. Which of the two he emphasises
changes from day io day and sudience to
audience. 1t was for this reason [hat he engaged
in enarmous leltist rhetoric at the Labaur
Pairty conference but got the 25 companies
iasue shebwed. I is why, i0 an interiew he give
ter the Siew on 28 November, he stoutly defen-
ded rhe elght of the miners to have an overtime
hai but at che same fime said ‘[ do not support
and will not support any action aguinst the
law” and 1 huwe not supporied any partcular
piy cliim.” Aomd of course he totally sefuses
e support the smashing of Phase 3,

The trouble with this tactic, ¥yen from
the point of view of the Labour bureaucriecy, is
that il is compietely unienable, Al present no
sechon of the ruling dass supporis Lalouwr abd
no gaing are to he mad by an open right-ering
pogition, A1 che same fime the failume of Wilson
to-hreak with the open right and fully embrace
even the demagogic and timid ‘leffisn’ of Benn
prevents The Labour party leunching & mass
appeal for working class wotes, The end resuli
is & situation where Lobour support falls becapse
of nbstenlion or goes to demagogic natiopalist
clernenis, If Labour, with or without Wilkon,
does not complete the process of adopting more
ractical “left® positions which it has started, by
the leadership openly taking il up. Labour faces
the prospect of the worst electoral defear for
44l years,

JOHM MARSHALL

P10 = Lefs cover up for Labowr incomes
policy trap
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WHATS ON?

LONCOHN RED FORLIMS: New seriss beging this
Tuesday 22 January ot 8 pmoin the General Pictan
pub, Caledonian Aoed, B mins King's Crass lube,
This weesb, “What is impariadism’, Twelee meetnegs
im the serics, saire bime and place aach vk,

WINCHESTER PRISOMERS: Picker ol Warm-
vl Serabs prisan @t 3 pm, Saturday 18 daniary,
assembile 237 pemi Shegherds Buih Grasn—Gower
i weill e challengad ta iy foroe feadiag Tos
himsrlt, demonstratoa Somdany 20 Jsnuary,
marching trom rally st Speakers Coengr 28 2,30 pm
18 Kilbum Square; bl c meeting Sunday 20
January, Borm in Lord Palmasicer, Kitborn High
Raad-speakars: Saan MeOermat (IPHC Chaimman|.
Mavreen Magquire (IPHE wostary], Bob Puardiz
HPHC prass ol ficer|

AQAINST RACISM & FASCISM: Ares campaign
I Eingrtan Richmond-Tes casnham ) gl moeding,
Fricday 18 Janwary, L85 or v S rnitan Asssmalv

Roorms |5 mons fooen Surbsron s1ation | Speakers:
Mike Cooley TAUEW TASS), Steven Rose, Jake
Bhariar {Kingealon LRI Srave Ly noh [GERMYWWL -
all In privade capacity,

'THE POST-WAR WAR': Side show telling hows
Amerocan involeEmens 0 Vietrasn hag crnged
singe tha Faris phace sgresment =as signed in
danuary 1973 Mangay 21 Janasy, .30 pmin
Foger 3107 A, 5t Clerments Budlding, Landan
Schoot of Economies, Houghran 51 Oeganisas
L b

BENGALI FRIENDS in Eurnpe ans &lsawhara,
tar Bangall bodks snd Larai (Faurth fnterratiara
paper) cantace: Bengali, Mallvaden, Box 3274,
1086E Btockholm, Sweeden.

NOTTINGHAM RED CIRCLES: Wide-rangng
merios af discussians basmd on e pedrios of the
Fousth fetegrnational. Svery Ind and dib Tuesday
i the anth, Begmoar tha Lion Howel, Clumber 5t

‘CRITIOUE” SEMINAR: f21 Kavan on 'The Legacy
of Crachars ovak', Fridey 1B Junuary 21 7.30 pm
1 Hoom 5195 50 Creenrs Building L5E,

'THE 1RI5H TRAGEDY : Sootland’s Disgrace’,
Famphi=t by John Maelean g ied tey Contral
Londoa AlL in eanjuactian wish Trooses Out

Mavernent. Available press 12 p plut g & ptrom
AED BOOKS, 24 Houndary Poad . Londan MNVWE

ETUDENT FORUM: “Students againgt tha Tories’,
Monday 71 January, 51 Clements Building, LSE

(rezr Hollbom tube), Spaakers: Robin Blackbuarn,
Btewe Potter, Drganised by London IMG studants,

OXFORD & DISTRICT Tredes Council confrramnss
ant the crisis facing working paogla. Manday 21
danuay, 7 pm in Buxion Hall, Ruskin Galisge,
Walton Bt Ogen to all rrades unionists,

FIGHT THE Z-DAY WEEK: Maeting called by
Crigis Agtion Committee |Kensingtank, Spaakers
include: Jack Daan (MUK, Jack Henry |L.I'|::J'l.'.|'|'l-, ;
memiber of A5LEF axacutive, Joha Tillew |Labiowr
Party L Chair: Mick Sdarrin |Havmaresmith &

Forng rgpeen Trades Coundl]l. Monday 21 Jardery

B gm in Westwiay Lunch s (st to Ladbroke
Graue ik |

TRADE UNIDMNISTS AGAINST PHASE 3:
ikl masling Srganised by Battersea LPY'S,
Speakars: Emnie Roberts (AT Gon Sec, AUEM),
dsck Caollirg §Kent ares rrsenber, MU sxecutive],
Peul Smith § Industrisl Editor, Red Weekiy) |
Friday 35 darwiasy, 7,30 pm in "Cornet af Horse',
Lawander Gerdan=, 5411,
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‘Lefts’ coverup
for Labour incomes
policy trap

As the possibility of a snap General Election is
more and more widely canvassed, o whole mass
of propaginda is being churned sul to persuade
the working closs to unite its ranks around the
Labour Party.

The justification put foreard for this
sppeal is that cverything must be subordinated
o defeating the Dores i the mexe election, ani
thet wndty is the only way 1o achieve this

T'o the fore in this campaipn e Tribyae,
the weekly paper of the Labomir *kefis’, In the
2B Dece mber wwsue, for exampde, Michae] Foot
writes as follows aboul Reg Preniice: *Siephen
Haseler , . . is inviting me toenpage in full
Blooded polemic with Heg Prentice, The lemp-
taidon ds strong (sich but | hope ke will under-
sand why | refuse 1o do So Such an argument
might casily be headlined in the Tory press,
particularky ot ths moment, as the sign of
anciher preat gplit in the Labour Party . No-one
bail the Tories woild benefit,'

Whai Foot 15 saving is thal he thinks the
Tories, and not the working elass, would bene-
fit from the exposure of Preniicée, And so U
latter—who has been carrying but @ public
campaign aginsl The railway men and olher
workers i struggle —has the field to hinseil
while the ‘belis stay sbenl in the mame ol
"anity .

NOTHING NEW

This type of thinking, 2long with big tiesions
i the line of the Labour leadership, = by no
means something new Tor the ‘fefs”;, Who can
forpet, for instance, Tribwne's descripiion of the
1966 Labour programme: “The Lahour
mantiesio s not only an ioleresting and
slimsulating document. It = olso, in essence, o
toinksl one_ The ansdwers are inescapably
cgalitanian. There & some self-congratulation,
bt ia il nol yustilied™ (] | March 1966 )

As for Michsel Foot he declared then
that the date of the election *will mark one of
the ssteniisl dates in the forward march’
{(Tribune, 25 March 19656 ), He was, of coupe,
right — i was ihe forwand march (o incomes
podicy, ousing cuts, snd the fu Ploce nf Sirife
anti-union propozais. So what ig iv this time
thai ihe Labaour ‘belis® are so vager for us all
to unite around?

INDUSTRIAL ACTION

The first and most impaortint thing to note is
that throughout the presenl stroggles against
Fhase 3 the Lobour leadership has been caneful
to svoid gpving support toindustrial action to
grmash Phase 3 and [nsh off the Torv Govemn-
ment. Whike not many have besn prepared 1o
go Lo the same lengths as Beg Prentice, they
hove nevertheless made Lheir real poslions very
clear. As long apgo as the end of November, for
example, Wilson declared ioan intersrew with
the Sun that, 'l have not supported apy particul-
ar wape chum’. He then sdded Torgood méasuns
that he thought the miners would lose public
sympathy *if they were sefnusly seeking to
bring the Government down by indusinal 2cbion
~when the only means of changng o povem-
ment in this country s theough aclion by
Parliament or & General Eleclion '

When he carpefled Benn and Prenlace for
thelr public feud an 26 November, Wilson giated
qu':l;n: expliciily thet Labhour could nod support
any &cbions against the law —that Is; any real
gttempt to break through Phase 3. Since then,
the party leadership bas cancentrated on trving
1o canvinece seciions ol the nuling class that
Labour's subtle methods would be mome ¢ffee-
give thon Heath's brutal ones in bringing the
unicns 10 hecl. Henze the campaipn for the
miness fo ke given “walling dme’ paymenis (a
small snoagh concession) combined with
denunciations of the Government for playing
il Lhe hands of the ‘mililants and troohde-
makers'. Az Heath continues to apply the big
stick, Wilson aigeests that the maling cladgs might
prefer his own allernafive of freguent small
doses of arscnic.

LABOUR MANIFESTO

All these manceuvees have poved the way for
thie manifesto which Latour o5 prepanng in
gage there ehould ke a Genoral BElection, Larpe
parks nf this Bave already been leaked To lhe
przgs, induding the aecricn which odvosates
cpneesslong for the miners though only as
it “speiidial case’, The real wiing, however, lics
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in-the proposals foran incomes policy. Here
we are todd . CAfber 50 many failires m the
field of economic policy undes the Lahoer
Goveramend, and even more seriously ander
the Tony Government's compulsory Incomes |
pobicy, only deeds can persuade, Only practical
getion by a povermment toocreate o much faimer
ditrbition of natioral wealth can convine: the
wrker and hs family and his trade wnion that
am imcomes palicy 15 wot some kind ol inck Lo
furce him to bear the bront of the nationzl |
burden.’ '

What emerges from &l this 15 thag, m retarn
far some nction over prices and rwnts, plus taxes
on properly speculators and perhaps also nn
wiillh, The trade unions will be expected Lo
coeoperate volumlorh va Lobdur-imposid
incomes policy

This is indeed 2 sapar-coated piil-and no

A viery well disgiised one, cither. OF course 8
wodld be nice bosee the property men abnpped
of same of their profiis, but this s notat ol
phe mcst central gueslion, Whal is really at

Michanl Foot — refuses 1o exposs Prentice

stake 15 nol the outwand show ol capulalst
wealth but the mrer mecharizms af capitalin
sogielp, which produce the horrors of war in
Victnam and of mass poveriy, rising unemploy
menl and barhadlics sich o fascizm,

The strupgle spuins capitalism s therel ore
tho strugele to destroy these progesses, which
ure going Lo work fhemselves out ratlier nastily
even in the immediate Moo, Capilalism, nol i
cenly an Hritadn but o the rest of the world too, |
I8 MOvInEinto ils worst recession since 1945,

e capiralise chass will toy to salve this prablem: |
by shifting the borden onlo the working class,
Mot merely will it not make way peacefully for
socialism, hat it el demand an exiremely

higl price uy returr Tor even small concessions
on prices and Tents

Le obher wiords, even Wilson®s seformist
packape aonly standsu chance of heing tmplemn-
cated if the suling class pets something much
mors importunt imoretam, That something el
wontld ol codrse hase [ohe a resusnctation of
the industrial stoopgle, the one means by which
the working cless has managéd to profecl 115
standard of Lvne over the last few years: Ar the
moament, the ruling closs siill backs Heath's big
stbok, Bal i 2l else fails and il really will be a
last option--Wilson offers them another way oul

ROAD TO DISASTER

Such are the manoedvees arcund wluch the
Laboar “lefr=' are now cutling for omity, Bul
anvaone with any sense witl decline to fmead

Lhis pariicular rogel Loofsester, O The guostion
af neoimes policy, the only unity worth kaving
L& around the resnletions already Fasaed by the
ALEW and ASTMS, opposing the intradeclinn
af an incemes policy by any povernmecni, MO
[NCOMES POLICY UNDER CAPITALISM

This i the hatis on which working closs uniiy
abiould be forged.

Tribane and the alher Labour *lel1s®
lotaly rejecl chas potiow, of courss, prefersing
[ COYlE LG far the Laloug Iil'J1[. Thus thes
Tave waped nocammugn to gaed the resournoes
of the Labour Pasry béhind Lhe present todus-
tral struggles; no campizgn lor Libour
coungils to wse theic reaonrces in supgrolt af the
slrugeles af the working class Tncleesl, They hawe
tpnared tlee one counil. Clay Cross, whicly dae
piaveel & Lruld heroic role'in tie sirdegle aeicadl |
the Teries, Neaw thess Sefrg” cull for ‘unity’ But |
s somenns onee satd: Ve can’l Fonl all ol the |
peophe sl of e me’,

JOHM MaRsHalLL

SHOULD
SOCIALISTS

SUPPORT
THE RA?

[ear fedt Weekly,

b aften read vour paper @md fied vowr idstziab
coverags and comment pacticularly accumiein
forging & way toward s sociabism,

Your perspectives on the miners pay ¢l
were in my opinion exeellent {vou rightly
expose limitations of the Commumnize Partyl.
But | am disagponiited by the way Red Heekiy,
{und the IMGY, present the troshles by kzeland.
Admitiedly wou point out to wemonsts [here ix
mo short cot tosocialism; bud by heck you still
remapin under the illosion that the 1/ A are an
assct to the socalist cause

A a sevolutionory socialist I'm shit scayed
of approaching profeetant Workers 1o cvch
digeyss sociabist theory; because in doing so
"'m nobonly likely {0 be niolently dealt with
by the reactionary slght of the UDA, UVF el
bt also by thiose 50 called ‘revoluticsanies’ of
the [RA.

Let me pul il to vou arother way. Leaving
bomhs in places ueed by working peopls ithe
very working people we must infloence 1o
change Lhe systeml, I8 not going to win them
cves to che stnagele for socialiom, As vou have
rightly polsted cut before, the onfy people
who arand o gain are the Tordes and the aestem
of capitalizm they uphold. Bul such attions
(nn mallsr whatl the dealopical base:k render the
IR A & reqefionary Torce, contrry to the imags
wond paink

Because of the low palitical outlook of
terrorists masd ol these “prospective’ mevolubion-
gries of both sdes rien protection rackets round
the lecal shopkeepers, “pay up orelse”, and it
net just something that goss oo behind the
scenes, (s Lo the Foreground, The voung lads
of the *gresn forian” gangs, just like their “omnge’
connlerparts are about as revolutionary as
{alin Jordan and Martin Webster rolled into
e

The least socinlisd repishlicens should de i=
to rethink ffeir whade sirfegy, rather than
trving to blow profestants into s wnited hreleod,
The real sociplist shouid pot at the top of his
ligt the need for propagamds aimed specifically
towards the protestant working <lass. Becauge
they have a reaclionary bhackground doesn't
meian we should keave them aside. A wniled
Iralnnd wouald nol be achieved withowr their
suppork,

BEF, Londondemy.

Bob Purdie reples:

1 s mecessary to begin by stmangly denyiog o
assertion of comrade BEP, Tt & simphy nod true [0
sy that revolu tionury Marsisls faee physiesl danger
fraem the Proviglonal TRA if they engage in Soclalist

| peapaganida in the Morts of [eland; os the experizace

of hath the Peoples Democrscy and thie Revals tonary
Mary isr Crrowp verifies. _
Haying said (hat, the attitude of Marxisls to

-

184 wolunterrs during an operation

mirinnal liheratioen miaseements shogld not depend

an hav sympatheiic such movemens are to sncialisn.
The Mao-Man in Kesra and Al Fatah in the Arah Enst
have had lessin commaon sith socialism than the
Provisionals, Bul Maraiers, who are not newiral cm

the nationad strggle, have correcly supported gem
against imperialisnt,

I thase counceies where dhe essential msks of the
naismal revaluthen, which prepore the way Do a
socialisl cransformation of suciety, hive aot heen
achieved, we sipport thase sha Fight to sccomplish
these rasks, even though we might coativiss their
ideodugy, and dngist that the national scruggle can
ok he succesdul as an inlegral @lensear In senigghs
for warkors” power.

‘This a5 parbicolarly impotant in the case of
Irekand, because the failure do complede the national
revolition in the "30s Has meant dead the wopking
clusg, although potentially poverful, is divided and
hield bk From o seesdist sicuggle by paitition, and
ire adjunct, seelarisniun,

Cde BEF ts mistaken in dhinking that sociabist
propaganda by el can overenme this division, o
wip proftains workers over Lo aocialimn amd or
mpport for g united [reland. Propagando. can win
inlividuals, or small groups, (o socialst e but
Il oML TS TS

Uk by understanding this Ccail we make any
sense of evelopmants 6 tee Marth of Inelund over
tha lagt Fooe vears Superficially it would seam thet
singe 1968 profestant workers hove heen driven bo.
theright by the menrgeance of the catholic mimarity. -
Temlincazs bn the revalubonary ket ke the suppdnian
of &filitan:, who newver riss heyomnd shatract propoganda
view (s with alarm, They demand ihat the cock e
lomed hack, mind that actions which alienate probes-
tant wrrkers he stoppel, while they atrempt b win
thern ower theough propaganda,

Tar jusidy their posilion they wsually gloss ot
ciriuim mmportant facts, aml unfortanately cle BEP
fends fo b the samd fhing,

Tt ia & legatimante point of view e dissgees with, or
i condemu il 1A boanbing campaign, kol il is
quite wrong lo talk ahout them Teaving bomba in
plmcia s b working people’tthe policy of the
IRA is to desioony praopeery, and caose-Jismapton
thrcaigh thelr homhing campaign, e To tep e gkl
civilfar cosialvies. (bwiouwshy miscnkes and oven
serwHEs crmirs have happened. The Oxfonl Stoeet
Bus Slation is 3 case bn pobnt, Ty shopld hove
renlised that, at chot time, the swcorily [onoes were
likedy (o m@.l,um In.rg: genbe civilian cosmalties for
political purposes. Meveriheles totdr campaign bodrs
e pedeneidaney ioodle Bombing campaign of the
cxtreme loyalist organisations, who imdiscrimina el
bumhb pales, homos aad chiunebes, withoa © warning,
ter kil cathalics, ;

This Tactual comluskon covers 3 podifeal confuskon:
namely the ken that protestanl and catholic workers
hive been polarised by the [RA bombing canspalge.
In Fact fhe polarimtion ko its roats in the mid-sixbes
and he el refoms Ag the Ciadl Righils Movenmeal.
dissmeired, refoama clallceged the protestant ascen-

-dnmcy, and heought oul te vislent opposi lion of (b

[ aliste

Despite the deepened political gull between profes:
tant and cathodic workers, the stroggle over the lost.
five years has brought nearer the achievymeni ol
Fery e working classonite in Ireland, in other wonds
umnity for the common poliiical tasks which face
Lrish waorkers, and which indude the smashing of
purkition and the bold of British impeciplizn on
Iredaped,

Thits g hecawss the seetaran instrntieng which
have maditained the gtanae quo over the iast fifty
years haye heen serinusly weakened. The old Stomant
Padiament lues gone, the Uniomist Party hos splid, ond
a pakitical division befween the profesfant agoesdancy
sid the Tnion with Britain has planged prolesanl
pititics dnon unprecedented crisis and fragmeniation,
Protestand ) ol holic working class unity is nearer
hepaysr s o the Sareier hiove Been emrshed’

This situa thod w'onbd nof kmes ansen had i moc
heen for the milicary campaign of the TRAC I was this
which revived the mass mevement which had been.
driven off the streeis by the pogroms of Augueel 19649,
and sinee tlen milirary wnd el realgtance have hesn
chasely binked.

There are of course maiy wegaling sspocteof e
Eupumi::sn Mavement, The leadership has not always
heem maccessful in sxcluding pehly acketeers. and theine
is & teidency for ‘mp the provies” to be taken ap on
the same level oy u soccer slogan. Buf oo BEF caquior
seriously belieye that e ‘Green Tartans” reprece-nd the
miainstream of Republicanism.

Revaliptioniry Marxists nwist painr o the inndeqo-
ocy of Bepublicinism when Facod with the task of
ma:jl,ng & atnaggle which integrates working class uxs
avll ax natinal tasks Bul we canmat do soeTectively
wniess we solidarise with their struggle and honestly
admit their achievemenis over the s e yers,

: )
{In a period of crisis such as the present,
the utowst discossion and clarification
of ideas is needed in arder to chart the
way forward for the workers! movement
towards the overthrow of capitalism.

We are thevefore anxious to hear from
our readers on all aspects of the class
struggle. Letters should be sent to reach
us by the first post on Monday of the
wierk of issue. We reserve the right to
{shorten letters for publication where

| MECEsSATY,




The British Railways Board has offered ifs
emplovess 3 £52m pay deal which the NUR
has welcomed as a “visionary packuge’, while
ASLEF, the locomen's union, has rejected
every single item.

Forthe press, the board . and the NUR
kademhip, the locomen’s datermination to
protect and advance thelr lving and working
conditicms & entirely regrettable. Much has
been made of ASLEF s refusal to recogniso
what & peoorally mgarded 85 the declining
importance of the men in the cab, and with
it their diminishing statis. Their action has
therefore been presented & a narrow-minded
attempt {o maintain irelevant differentials,
gt the expense of other railway workers, amd
of course- the long-suffedng cormmuter

WHAT SI1ZE CAKE

Sidney Weighell, KUR assistant general
secretary, has made no secret of his atlilade:
‘Basically, ASLEF wanis a bigger slice of the
cake Than anyone ¢lse’, and he is evidenlly
concermed that his members might be encour-
aged to demand a re-negotiation of their own
allocaiicon,

The fact that the dimensions of ‘the cake®,
nesily encompassed by Phas 3, are not
supernafurolly determined sems to have
escaped Welghel's attention. This, unforiunate-
ly; is reinforced by ASLEF genera] secrelary
Ray Buckion's position—that what the other
umicms seiile for is entirely their own affair.

The roois of the present dispute, and the
undisguized bostility between the union
bureancraces, are rooled in a long hslory
of lepgion belween [he 1wo unions, and the
iechnological development of the raibway
system ikself, It is in this context thst the
issue of differentials takes on p dilferent
complexion,

ASLEF was formed in 1880, when the driv-
erE and firemen who handled the steam engines
ndoub I:-|:|J|!.- cansidersd themsalves an elita
corps among raibway workers, When ILH
Thomas uniled theee of the rallway unions i

1915 to form the NUR, the locomen and the
clerks refused o ghve up Their séparale organisa-
thons.

But soldanty actions were nol precluded.
In 1919 the MUR went on strike and ASLEF
althowugh il had aiready made a selllement
of its own, called its members out Insuppost.

It was in 924 when ASLEF resisied a propos-
ed wage cul, that the preceden] was s=i Tor
teday s spirit of "poing it alone’. On that
oceasion Thomas condemned (he locomen's
actwon and nstruciad NUER members 1o conlinee
working, Such memorics die hard

The truncation of the rilway sysiem, inibal-

‘Wandsworth 3’
teachers face new

union trial

The eecond atbempt by the National Ciden of
Teachers oxecutive to try the Wondsworth Theee, on
dizcaplimary charges arlsing from the awike raly fasos
st February, = scheduled 1o begin this Friday,

18 Tanuary, ot the MUT headqguarters,

This folkrws an unprecedented stop by Edwand
Brittan, NU'T general secr=tary, who spproached the
ceaployess of the theee leachces involved = Eric Parlar,
Fred Scodt and Dovid Whiteley —requesting thog they
b o keasesd froem leaching dutics in oedve 10 sland
trial,. This reipuest, whick has been prunied by the
bocal s wcation authorly, was mads withoul oy
reference ta the Thmee,

Bl swch praclices are voery much m line wilh ths
tawdry deviees the executive hus gdapted in crder 4o
punish thase it has designated-as the riogleadzrs of
the revalt at Westminster Central Hall sgainst its
colusal (o Jead & slruppls oo the Loadon alkréano
chim.

The Thees appanid belan: the unmion's professional
conduct sommdites in July, but the bearlop waa
frought to anahrupt halz when they refosed 1o be
Beund boa pledze of seerocy an U triwl proceedings.
The absurdity of this star-chamber tuctic was evident
to KUT enililunts wino had already arowlated the
cherxife of the ease; made availible by a dafence
commithee.

Tl execative rotaliabil by bringiog a Durdb
charge al ‘cendnet detmmental to the infereste af ths
amion,” and Sloced the pages ol Fhe Teedier do any
presendatian of tha Three's case, The ikl was finally
stopped throweh High Coorl interveniion, hackesd wp
oy nosnding suppecl for thaes e ndante

Iz woukd appear, however, that the executive's
determenation o pursao ks vichomiselion Gimpaie
Doodhe Lister e las DEsn sibmadated by Lhe Fach thar
Fred Seott has naw been nomenated Tor caciangl
vl i 2iin, andl David Whibcley as Loidan
wemiber ol the execiti, in Uhe forcheoming
rlectnns

Further mfarmation from: Wandsearth Thres
Defenes Commities, Seoretary, Alan Jackson,

Flal &, 697 Gormtr Tane, Lopden 5WELL

Joint action key

to ASLEF
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stratagy loawves S0% of men with nothing to Fight for

Iy under Beaching's axe, and the replacement
of steam by diesel and electric locomutives
hiave Taken a heavy toll of ASLEF s member-
'ﬂliFl. Chver the pasl |5 vears il hes shrunk
from 70,000 to 25,000, A significani propor-
liom of this decline ariscs trom an agreameni
madle gix years apo 4o rliminate ‘secondmen’
from moat cabs, Today there are 20,000
drivers and anly 8 000 secondmen., Tronically,
in the course of the present work Lo rule,
dtivers have been demanding to be accompini-
od by secondmen, which would seem to be not
go much a ‘rabe’ as an objective necessity,
Train drivers have lound themsalves almost

classic vichms of echnoloagical change, which
hizs acripped their job of mosi of the clements
of safisfaction it once offered, and replaced
it with a combinalion of tedium and respon-
sibility, backed up by stringent medical
checks which al any time noy require 3 man
to retioe, Further increases in speed on dhe
buminessmen’s inter-city lines, and the moun-
tegcomplexity of [he sardine-packed act-
works, can only add to the strain of the joh,
ASLEF hos bepun fo recognise and con-
front this aspect of profit-mofivaled develop-
menl, ws Buckton sugpesred during last year's
dispute over the intreduction of the Advanced

"] I

‘Passenger Train. Yet the dhvers are not unique-
ly affected by such "progress’,

Between 1960 and 1970, the number of
paards wis reduced by 34 per cenl; signalmen
by 46 per cent; and trackmen by 57 per cent
Ad the same time, their jobs dramatically
changed, through innovations such as automat-
iz signalling, nulomated marshalling vards, new
tricklnying methods, and new ricket machimes.

Meither the MUR, with 250000 members,
nel | he Transport and Balaried Seaffs Associa-
tiom, which repregents the whire collar workers,
has yet reacted (o the fact that such dewvelop-
ments are-gobbling up jobs and oflen inlensify-
ing—not simplif¥ing—the work, Meanwhile,
Richard Marsh, chairmon of the Railway Board,
annoncad last March an anticipated loss of
40,000 jobs and 2,000 miles of tréck over the
nexe ben years.

Last year, ASLEF demanded thal the
increased payments the Rudlway Boaed offer-

edf e Lhe super-spoed drivers should be paid
to all drivers, specifically to prevent the
formation of an ‘elite’ group, Mo, the onion
ia demanding thal the offer of £2.25 for ‘unsoci
al hours" alzo be paid to all drivers, with the
addition of appropriate shifi-sllowances, Tta
fislstenae that daily ‘distance paymeants'
mst continpe fobe paid st 123 milca—instend
of the 200 miles pinimom proposed by the
board - would benefic the suburban drivers,
who stand o lose around £2,530 of the propos-
od £3.95 increass in hasic rapes through the
‘coneolidalion’ of mileage allowances into the
basic, ASLEF bas been attempring to discuss
these natiers with the board for the past two
RS,

LUNITY

The key to the present siluation s 1o put
a stop to the present inter-union quarrel anpd
forge an plliance of all railway workers to fighl
fora hetler owrall deal—a deal ouiside Lhe
FMliase 3 limir.

Such unified action can be seen an practice
amiung the Loandon Underground workers, whens
an unofticial jeint trade waion action commites
exists emnbiiacing members of all three
rail unions. This body has reconily decided (o
call Foran all-ont stoppape of London [uhes
fram 4 February unless (ke Pay Bosied gives
the go-ahead Lo thelr £6.3 million settlement
wirh London Transpor| - equivalent to a 20%
rise in folal wages,

Jodnt action between all British Rail employ-
ces, and coordination with olher groups up
apainst Phase 3, like the Londan tube workers,
the muiness and the cngineers can »in major
galing For all cailway workers, This must be a
central comeatn of militants in ASLEF, the
NUR and ihe T53A in the wecks ahead.

RlCHARD BRENSLEY

Rank-and-file organise to fight pay
laws, free Shrewsbury 3

Shetfield:

A meeting on Sheewshary st Sunday (13 January],
ofganised on e dntiative of the Sheffield TMOG, was
attended hy 70 people, amongst them o mumber of
imparianl oomveners from e local englseering

anid buliding [ndustrics,

Alter the meeting o Shrvasbury Defono: Com-
mdefee was st up. Lt decided #o plan for n oneday
atrike on 15 Janmry, to Iohby 2 meeting of
THATT shop sewards do be hekd on 17 Lan by,
agking them to sEpport a resolution calling for na-
Lisnael strike actim indeltnce ol the Slurew sbary 3.
amid o nsodhilise for the re-ealled Liverpoo ] Shrews:
bury o niferemnc.

Walles:

Ahoui 100 Wi lsh taaiidbng sworkers uod suppuortirs
hzld a demonsiation und meeting st Tyssday
113 Jonuary ) et Arvmanfad ) par i of Swansca, 1o
protest ar the Shrewsbury acvicBons.

A rsolulion, pra |.|l.;l-l.'l..1 by tho 1M und pussed
unanimoisly, silled for & welseamn 1o ke asnt
Wednesduy s TUC mecting of TH Presiden b und
Ceerern] Seviataries stating then; "This meing
comdemas the sentenves passed ar the kb bulhiing
wiarkors al Shrewsbury. I cosidurs this to b part
ol o pa=rdinabeel Tory atkdck o0 the organisdlizas of
tho vorsing clss, ond colls on thz emorgeney TLC
Presicznes s rer B0 jesibd o ocall Tof enleng e
mabivml uctizn kath inodelfemse ol these arorkers
sl agaicst L Tore Gowernmenit,’

Glasgow:
A disappointing turn-out of 400 gadhered ot fhe
ratly I sxlidarily with U Sheewsbury 3, hekl on
15 January by the Clasgnw Shrewskory Defence
Commiliee wnal the Sqotish BCIDTLU

The rally was chaired by bocal building workers
leaiber ‘Barry Diochertw, whi saicl: "Vve arz ready, the
clucsliem is, 15 U kadeeship resdy b bead a anated
struggle 1o ger the Shrewshury 3 aud of jail™ T&G
olfTicial Hugly W vper said : “The Transport amxd
fiemeral Warkers Union el sippart the Shrevwshary

3 during this camqmign. We alse have to odd the
weight of the Sheeagbury cunpaign toall the erher
campaigns ol présent —the miners ASLEF, the
egnees—and challenge e govwerament,”

Kensington & Chelsea:

A Crisds Action Comumdttee lus lsen set up by a
mecting of over forty nenf activises in che London
Eraugh oF Kensingion and Chelse, o light the
Tory atlacks on working class livie stamlacds. The
mecting was attendded by prominent oesl orade
uneriisds and penanie leaders.

A publiie meeting will be hald on 21 January {ese
‘What's Un’ for detnils). Puhlicity for the neeting wiil
inclie the distribation of 10,000 beallets and a
hxwl speaker van teuring the main shaepping arcas on
the Satunday afternoon before e mesting.

Battarsea;

Bgtrarsea branch of the Lagoad Farly Younp Boaslisls
har issued o pres slatement on che problzms fecing
the o king class in Ul presenl sibation, They point
to the need Tor nwarking class offenaive against the
Croearrnenent, and the omportanee ol o victery Dor the
miniers in their key elruggke s "We are sieong =noggh 19
sinaxh throwueh wll their blult,” the statement says, hud:
e avvepl Plsise 3 L the workine class rsesied
will kave suffered g defeat,”

The LEYS has organisat 4 pubic meeling in
Soiikh London on 25 Januery (sec Wher's On'l.
sapported By Wandswor lh Trades Downal and Soutk
wark 'I_'radq.'s Cauncil, Spenkers wi |_|:I1...,;jl,||_':|:' Feade

Women squatters to picket pub

This Sunclay {24 J.1.11u5;r'rl thiere will he 3 waimen's
pleEar &b the Mew Ino pobo SE Fohms Woad, at | pm,
Lasr Sonclay o groiip o wooitiei fras & Local squat
wure refnsed drinks anid then Geates up b the police
wlten Moey dlbcenp led Lo protest, Thwoy have beon
cherpsl with cricniral donape, assonlt, eie, Thia delight
Tul publo: b s located at the junction of Allitsen
Boamd nrad Townsend Rosd, %S,

Hobeels, Assistant (emern] Secretary of the A UEW,
Jaci Colling Kent Atea meimber of the NTM Execo-
thee, and Paul Sinith, Iodustrin] Tdmer

of Red Weskly,

Cowantry:
Arally againsd the Tories crganissl by Coventry and
Dxarriet Tradea Union Actlon Commiites on d fans-
ary wus aliemded by [ people. Deéspite powring
ruin they stood for two hoors In Coventry Shapping
Previoct, and listenad b Iocal shap stewands and
rrade uninn militants, The speakers stressed the need
Tvr indwstrml action to Free the Sheewsbory 3 ond
gt the et of The change deopped.

A pushlic mesting organised by TCATT and
sponsiored by the Trades Comal, was helkd on
9 January. The IMG received »-great desl of sopport
at this meeting for their proposal 4o hobl o demoen-
skralicn i Covenlry in solidarify with ﬂmﬁ}um'hl.lrr
defenlants,

International
Marxist
Group

[British Saction of the
Fouirth | noernst onaed)

182 Partomville Aoad,
London M. 1.

I would ke mare fnfor-
ration aboot the MG
S VT e .
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Leicester men say

o —

'Smith Must Go’

¥ you beleve in re-mcamation then
you may smpect et JH. Thomas
b reltwnad o earth, ot 1o mis
lead ihe NUR where Greene is doing
smch an aflequoie job, but to besiow
b talents on the Leicestershire MUM,
where o newfound darding of the
maas media has arizen in the person
of Frank Smith, soretary of the
Letcestershire area of (he union and
its delegate on the Matirnnl Exscu-
e

Smith has acquired an unenviable
repujalion snce |eaving the Comanw
mist Party 30 years spo. For over 1w
years he worked 1o drive onc keading
bocal militant- Marnin Byan—oul ol
the unin. Despite Communist Pariy
smpport for Smith's munoewvres, Je-
pal advice convinced the MNational
Execulive that Ryan's thorowshly
docamented attack om Smith's un-
dgemocratic and unconst i wisenal me-
thods could ni be saept under the
Tug

In 1972 Smith ppposed the mi
nefn sinke, insited on ronning the
aren allice on a “normal howrs’
bwiss, and poblicly stracked [Rerby
une '1‘|I!l.‘:"~.i'rl'_t ing mckets who were
&Nt in lo deal with a ;\u-.pumﬂ!
breach in the cost conbargo, onaware
that Stmdth had actually OK'd oal
deliverics,

Leicestershire - NUM i a2 tradi-
pomal stronghold of ‘moderution.”
In the ballot rhat preceded the 1972
miners sirike Lejcestershire was ul-

'j'iu'-ufn meEnd

mosi 273 sgainst strike pcticon and
hezs traditionally supported right-wings
Labour candidates. Among {heir pro-
tepes s the notoricus red-baiter Wood-
row Wyaltl

Simith's treachery has ¢ xposesd The
dangerous lope of the ‘moderie
standpoant, AL st Ssiurdoy's joass

MECIing 10 Grsellks Lhy nreas coranels

‘o confidence vote in Lthe secrctary

the first Leicestershire MUM has haslid
sipmed JWES - Sintilit s pash came blick
o haunt hind mm the Form ol Maslin
Kyan, wnose Tiphiing aitack on
Smith's ches  collaborationesm - ne-
ceived 8 standing ovatlon, The mest
ing them wenl oom Lo vedde Fall swp-
port for the nadonal cvertime ban
repadinle  Smith’s  éalch-nunling
manoeuyres, and endorse the
coungt] 'no conlbadenes” wote,

Despite this big setback for Lhe
right-wing, Smith™ honds are still on
the lewers of power. All the ludges
the drea —including traditivmally 'pro-
Smith™ ones- hud walled for “nog oon-
fidencos” fn Simith bofore the anca
cowneil met, bul only 4 delegnies
to e wounch actdally conlarmed o
this mandate, the other 6 choosing (o
nhsiain,

After the resounding verdicg of
last Smturday’s muass meeline | hemn
should be mo further hesitation—the
call of "Smeth Must (6" shonald
cuhe across the coalfield, and Lotees-
temhire miners should begin o pre-
pare for o determined fight, along-
side thear fellows, apsinst the Tory

ArCH

Spanish anarchist
faces execution

An imtermationsl campaign is being
mouiied 1o saave the ife ol Salvador
Fusg. s Spenish snsrchisi who was
wunirnced (o denlh oo Wednealay,
% lemmary, for kiling a policeman
The appesl entered by Puig, o 26
year-old member of the Iberian Lib-
eration Movemeni, s expecied io

comne before ihe suthorities wery
oty
The suddem tmndl smd sentence

came 88 something of a8 surprise,
pnce 18 had earlier been annowoned
st the trial of Puig and other mein-
bers of the MIL wonld noil begn un-
til 15 Japuary. lis severity undoub-
tedly reflects the determinotion of
the regime (o Intensily the repres-
. alfter the assssination of Car
rere Blanco., This |5 the first death
sentence 10 be handed down since
the Burgos trisls of the end of 197
when & number of Basgue militants
Isced execalion,

The intemational response to the
Burgos sentences forced the regime
o back down and substiteie prison
sentences instead, The same kind of
mesponse 5 needed i Puoig s to be
mved. All letiers of proiest, resalu-
thoms, ete, should be addressed 1o the
Spanish Embassy, 24 Belgrave Square,

-,
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Miners should not be deceived by
the ‘generous’ offer of the TUC
buresmerats not fo cte any NUM
sedtlement with the Government in
future bargaining ower their wwn
claims.,

Such an offer mecans lidtle, and
will  certainly nol satisfy the Tory
Government. who will stog al -
thing shost pf a TUC apreement to
undererrite  Phase 3. AL the same
thine, the TUC's aetion  creates the
impressivn that the miners” deinands
cane only be met & the exponse of
the- just “claims- of other workers,

Thios this little TUC manoesvre
has the effect of sowing discord
within the working class al The sery
moment when thi preatesl possible
unity i desperately needed. Such a
reésult may be ‘unintentional,’ bul Mo
i% wn ineviable result of the burcau-
cracy’s cenlral passion al Chis pomml

CENTRAL LONDOMN A.lL: Bob
Purdia and Gery Lawles on the
current situation in Ireland. General
| Pictan pub, Caledonian Aoad (& mins
| Kings Croszs tube), B.00 pom. Friday
26 Jenumry,

London SW1X 804 1
\ :u.l'-r_;-': 1 1 r-. % : " u.'.‘ ::1 T T ! = A r.I. - L.:T.I
IWERE HALF WAY TO FUND TARGET
| As the criss continges, the workime cliss movement faces up Lo
its own historic arigsis—the crisisof leadership, With everything
i the working clasg's favourand the possibility of deahng o

harnimer blow to the Tary Goveramenl, the trode

i hurean-

cracy has besun to back awav from the confromtation, swealile

with lear

In this situation it is more important than cver For revolu-

EHImATIES Lok

sury steps if the militants are to
harriers

straim overy neryve, We must pewnd hows the neges-

burst through the bhurepucratic

| [l was bemuse the IMG understood this thst we Jaunchad ouwr

e T

over the top

London, M.1.

- - |
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£2 000 Crigiz Fund Drive. Mow with the manth hall =one wie are
only just croeping up to hall-way, with £903.1 2. Rush in your
donations MNOW . meet the challe

Fund Dirive

mend {o: Red Weekly Fund Drive, 27 Culedonian Road,
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i Lme: e avoid g struggle with Lhe
Governmen| al all costs,

The weeks abead may unfold In
various wiys:. The Government may
oonfinus 10 negotinle with fhe T LIC
and seck firmer contmitments. 1F this
is the case, the miners will begin to
giperience the other side of the
colloborator’s wlvel hand —the split-
ter's won kewl, For the {owermmenl
mey offer certain concessions i £x-
change for & TLC sebl-out on Phase
A, but it will be reluctant to swalioow
the entire WUM claim, The TUC ~in
the best traditions of 1926—would
then bring |ntense pressure o bhear
on the NLUM  leaders o accepl 2
compromise packape.

Ihe inost likely offer—whilch hag
dlready been  hinted at by Tory
ministers and righi-wing membors of
the MLUM execulive alike it o limiled
wage Tise now in cxchange for pro-
miges of a belter deal in fulure, This

iners give sanding ovation to ol 16 gat rid al Semsth and all on councl who refused to cordepen Wim  Chicis Davies (Reportt

TUC offer on NUM
threatens unity

is pxpitly ihe tmotic employed by the
ruling viass in the 1920%, when you
conid always el a miner by his
soogp . pof full o the brim—with
promises. The appointment of @ full
array - of cakinet mminslors charpmed
with ‘energy policy,” under the com-
imand uf Tory war-horse Lord Car-
rinpton; 45 the lalest link m the new
chiin of servitude which the Crawarn.
ment 8 forging for the miners, &
sy’ in the Fuiure planping of energy
development. will b Togped  off to
tlee mincrs in exchsnge for hard cask,
all cm-an NC B-run H.F. scheme,

The smewer tosuch o propossl bus
already been suggesiod by MUM Vice-
President Mick MeGahey, speaking al
last week's Bcoitish delegate confe-
rence; miners muast work oot fhoeir
N e lci2E i oenerRY q|_|fat|;:.|m il
demand thar the Gowernment aceept
thoem, én dddirioen ta che full wager
chrire, Iadustrial acticn should back
g these derpands to the hild, Only in
this way can the interests of the
ordmers —which have for oo lome
been sacrilicsd on the altar of the
ruling clasa’s ‘nations] interest’—be
delended and advanced,

TFhe crucial problem now Facing
the miners & how o wndo the
damage being done by their aise
“Iriemls’ on the TUC General Coun-
cil. There is only one way o meel
this chalnge ~by showing the rest of
the working class that thens s a-
nalher way In back the miners and
deul with the Government than the
glimy palth of sellont, The miners
must pive 3 lead oo the entice wars
kers” movement by Inunching o na-
tional strike and cilling on evers
section of workers: to join them o a
general sirike o bring down the
Tory Government.

Thal remwins (e anly road 10=5
real victory, The TUCS course cn,
al mest, only prodoce some deformed
monEier whivh fhey  woukl  Tabel
viceory” on the ‘might of im hirth,
bul which would be revenled in its
true shape at the firse Lpht of dewn,

Lhrjs Batfour

Demo will challenge force-feeding

of prisoners

The [rish Political Hostages Cam-
palan haz challenmed the Governor
of Wormwood Scrubs to wmbmit (o
the Toree feeding hs subordinates
are carryimg oul om Gernid Kelw,
The |PHC inlends o asembls at
Shuepherds Bush Green at 2 30poe.,
next Barurday 19 Fanwry, aod mirch
o Wormwood Scrpbs wilth the mur-
ents of Geruld Kelly, who will be
visiting their son. The IPHC will buve
Ehee 1 cedsdn § oo v prmen L and medical
supervisiom {0 enable The Dowernor
lo demonsteate bis foch i Home
(Mfice stgtements sbgul the benef-
icinl effects of foree feeding.

Iais wilk oot P Chake Sl Bls Sanudly

| will e been sblo vt sinee he was
sentereid s B hovemibser, In g sthsesent

metblishel ny bhe drish Tigiee om 11 lan-
vary, Lwrakl’s Tather vspnoecd his mom
curm al the neabmont his som s reeniving
M sald thas Ceorakl lws Besn o lismieer
slrihe Twor 58 Jdavs, has buen uezble b
wulk lar 15 daves msl Ty oadl soson dav-
lieltl siniv cornnencing his homeer serike,
W, Keliv abar revegiend That i mhdinion s

the torrens bis son sy sifferap, Gorald s
17 vezrold wife ond her ssber wers
orrzsted ad  inderropstcd for fow Bours
st Sprinzhcld Bewd Barracks i Bolfasd
last weck,

Tre: oomdition ol the Frice sislord conl-
irtues ta he weoowe Bermadette MeAliskey
whar wisitiel thesn on 1D lanuary reparsd
Hheat "Dolousrs as chanpsd Bevond moopi-
ik e Thatl Marion wes o 'shadow ol
her Former sl Both gigls are sulferineg
fTom  savere cromps and pains. e fhe
ohesd fthe faree reeding ol affvo ciibirg
the bingzs oy mipsiake ). D Lo the dam
upr being dope foothew-the s, the Foree
-"_n'l:il'-!! rsegary Favd Bedn balwed Lo orco
por o, with o dovhie quartty of Gpuid;
Murins de poe vinslling afier eing fed,
us Daibowrs bas done Trem the beminning,
ars hus o e puin in Aer shde, possibly
el po Kadney drauble.

It & elvious by thid time That the Bomeer
SErikCrs. are not Biking L capeliiale, dnd
tlel Ay wmmd suslain the dadly toem
et ool Toree feedicg mueh lenger, Thie
LMV, oflsiclt mimats thinl six pri
soners huswe heen permetbad e sensber
o prmones G the North o Irclum] seomd
to ke prepard da ler the Winelster pi-
sy ke pmEteer thin wecedy Bl heli
rajucsd Fiar spanilie rresningnd

| Basinne

Tee IFHE will be holding & march from
Speakers Corner  (Marble Archl o the
Hivme £ Hee oext Sunday, M lamiary,
ussembling ai 530pm. A public ineeting,
Al which Gerald Kelly's parents will speak,
will be Beld i the Lond Palmnérstom,
kilbuzn Eligh Road inerr Kilburn tubel,
at B.00pm,

ALl of the IPHC uetiaries shoudd reocive
the broadest possibds suppori; acd the
Homes Office mast be bambarded with
letivrs and rezafutsans Froin Trade Undes
bracihes, and afkedr ommnisitioas of e
bibowr mwovemene, demanding kil the
Winchesser prisences be teomned [ lne-
LR

— e
| Picket for MIR leader |
i Grove camvern B DEing esprosscd ot the
i pgdible dutg of the doputy leader af fhe
Chilean MIE, Haufiers Vaa Scliouwen,
wha wus cuplused i 14 December. The
sl Jias veen rohesed ta nd ot chat They |
ure haoldine hime

Toocdraw alleniws te by e, 1ic
[ Chile  Soidoney Campalpn hes orcanived
U peekel For ks Driday, LR Jumuary, 41
{10 pan. ootside e Chileam Erabiassy
tin Devonshize Stresr didar Bakor Strestd,
D They are appezling Tor the widzsr possible
| MappeTe,
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