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UG MUST AGT-
GENERAL STRIKE

The TUC's special meeting of union Presidents and General Secr-
etaries called for next Wednesday comes at a crucial point in the
development of the struggle against the Tory Government,

l'wo of the trade unions in the forefrant of the fight against the

Tories

the miners and the railmen

are deadiocked in their neg-

otmbons and are discussing stepping up industrial action

Al the same time the Tories huve
imposed 3 notlonal, twoe day @ week
lockout in their fight against the
miners, and British rall have adopted
ough measures agzinst ASLEF mem:
bersin order to beeak thetr resstance.

The: receni decision to put Lord
Carrington in charge of erergy policy
i the lalest sign that the Tories ase
preporing for & herd Sight,

These strupggles are not being fought
over Boine Irivial gquestion—they ane
concerned with which class will bear
the bardens of the crisis into which
capifabism  has throwm the Britsh
ecanomy. The ruling class will adopt
the most brutal methods to ensure
that the crsis is paid for out of the
living standards of the working class,
The wicious sentences handed out to
bullding workers in the Shrewsbury
cise are st a foretaste of things to
come. Bul wlat methods will the
workers movement use to defend -
self from these altacks!?

Mo body of trade unbonisis i@ under
a gredler respons bility to answer this
queation than next Wednesday s meet-
ing- for this will bnng together the
people who hold in their hands the
power 1o lmnch 3 powerful and unit-
ed response to the Tory  Govern-

The first step towards all-owt sirike aclion
1o free ihe Shrowsbary 3, has been Lakes
in Birmingham. Last Momlay evening, the
Birmingham LCATT Shop Seewards Ogin-
mitter wibad unaninsudy for a resodu-
1won which declared:

“This meeting commils el tean alloot
metioml atrike and pldges wself o begin
iz im the Berminghem i_l'l:ﬂ,'

B waa furlhor agroed o elect o commidtes
Wr prepare for the ateike, deigand the
recall of the megional councl 1o endarse
e pesolmtion, work for pledges of sup-
pord Trom otheer (md ustrles, amd ol 3 e
meeding n 2 wocks fime o discoss the

menl on behall of the entire move-
miemnk,

That Crovernment —(he mosi deler-
mimed and rothiess represéntative the
riling class has had for many yvears
can only he defeated b 2 onited
working class movement prepared (o
use b0 e hilt s greatest strength
ils mdustrin]l might. That & why the
TUC mesting, if it & denons aboul
commhbalting the Tory offenswe, cim
onfy adopt one course of achon: the
calling of ¢ generel ririke fo bring
down rhe Tory Gorerament,

This body should act immediately.
There 18 mo thme For further delay: i
it the workers who have to pay for
every v thal lthese bureaucrals
refuse to act, snd It s the Tory
Governmenl thet gains from inaction.
By ull means, lel us have o recall of
the TUC--buf it should take place
on the bhasiz of a clear <ol from
Wednesduy's meeting for a general
strike to bring down the Tores and
for dhe establishment of Counciks
of Action in every area lo prepand
and orgamise for this stnigele. Con
gress would then meel, pol a8 &
grundicse talkshop, but & a warking
hody concerned with finalising the
defails and co-ordinating on a notion-
al level the organsation of a general
strike,

action, Workers st the Winpey,  Yuork-
woosd  gite endorsed  the nesslution ol &
mass meating the foflreing dsy,

Om Tuoesday, ibe UDATT Executive save
asfflcinl backimg 10 action by the UCATT
g ienal councils on Shrewsbry, folkining
i kebby of LCATT Henbyvarters by dele-
giiens of hulkfing workers, This offidal
suppart mon ekes il sier for pilitan
Ul bl areas b Pl il oxample sel
by Birminghom. Ruikling workers' shop
Mewards  eammitiods across the cousiry
musst declare for a mathenal sivike, wi s
e Tur beginning the siviggle in dheir
own amen, amd sock wn gel dhe rogkemi

-.}.
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Delegates at the TUC Special Congress on Phase 2 last March. Such gatherings have done nothing to stap the Tory
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attacks. If the TUC is to be a fighting body, rather than a useless talking shop, next Wednesday's meeting of
trade union leaders must isue a clear call for a general strike to kick out the Tories, and for the formation of

Councils of Action in every area to organise the struggle.

The Ioternatiomal Murxist Group s
under no illusicns that Wednesday's
meeting will take any such sleps—but
we inaisi that this is the only way to
defend The worling clas movemen|
If the TULC buresucrafs are not pre-
pared Lo do the job, then others must
lake it on: indivdual wnions; local
trade union orpanisations, and un-
official, rank-and-file hodies,

After 16 January all thise who ure
sericuely  commitied to ibe Night
againsl the Tory Cowvemment must

REWSBURY

BIRMINGHAM CALL FOR ALL-OUT STRIKE

canincils o give it their backing.

Ay om Tuesday, the TEGW L cillal Tur a
m il one<lay sloppage inthe baikding
rrale am 15 lamuwry in o protoal oal the
Shrewshury joilings. This fuelbows decisivng
hy seviral districls W stnke on that day.,
and a iall from e Logdon Trabes Cium-
aal For B klily ol Varliamenl, Several
oflser  distrigls ore dus 6o siike  den
Vi tenusiy, the day on which 1he Shnews.
iy workers” haidl henriny takes (e,
These asmeday stsppogis will el Froo dhe
3, but they can. be opsed @ ays of
“mgitation mnd vwplamalion”.

redouble their efforie. The ceotral

tasks will be:

1. Build natonal sirike action agninsi
Tory wage policy: especlally by the
milners, engineers nnd railmen;

I, Build a fightimg alliance of miners,
engmeers, and railmen at sli levels;

3. Orpunise actions which will force
ihe official rade woion lesdership
either to end their collaboration with
the Tory Governmeni and tuke steps
which sid the strugple. or 1o reveal
their inabdlity (o combai the Tory

Teams of strikers shoukl Be formed on
thewe days 1o visil bwikling stes which
have mol gined the soppage and oo kirs
outssde e buikling trade, bringing kime
the importams and wrgescy of dui'nh‘hn’
the Sheewsbury 3, Thise davs o be
usidl ay dn opporlumily o gein farther
commiiments fo ta ke steibe aetion.

This wirk will be &l the -more successful
il there & a pespedive of o mEiional
uilding sirike. Chher workers will net Teol
ihiy are jainieg [isc o praolest campalgn or
a bosl emivrprise, 00 B (heneforo abahiichy
vidal hal buillivg workers lay plans for
mational sinke action immediately,

ol Tensive:

4. Extublish Conncils of Action rep-
resentacive of the whole labour move-
metni in every area Lo co-ordimate the
strupples against the Tory lockoud and
prepare a uniled counder of fensire;

5. Organise, out of sl the cureent
stroggles b which workers are engap
eid, & general strike (o bring down the

Tory Government.

This is the only road to wetory—and
il is alsa the only road to socialigm,
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The E/GS Bands af the TES roscive

ta lobiby the spacial - meeting of TUC
Prayidapts amd Matkoral Secrdtaties to
demand that i(lbe TLUG daders orpaniss
vimpslamien o pll redundancias and cios
s sppport 2l eecspRtions and oihn
aotmins i didteno ol Cjobs snd Ceall oa
Ganesnl Ftrihin to remow the Tary Bos-
sromant. Wa will faght for auppart of
s oy throogh e Apts Motoes
Caomrnittc 1 of the TG, tho Distric
Lamimities and - the Jomt -Shop bree-
ails l._llr:|-'||i11|:lng_I
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SHREWSBURY

CP forgets lessons
of Pentonville Five

. "
T fwrer tuilding workers jailed at Shrews-
ey wew e fiewt wicliens of 2 new form of
e designed (o cripple the wortking clas
: By spplying the laws of criminal
¥ io irsde union activity, the
irinls have mude every organiser
il @ peiirt, meeling, or demonsin ion
-l”r Il lor the aciions of thoes he
R
e eew pessied out by all those leasding
Emmpagn apmins! the tnnls that this new
Seratemn I working class movement
sy e Indusinial Relabions Act
u wly Kewa falpin of ithe Linson
o the Dedfence of Trade Unions,
B ey mSming spoiesman for the (Commuanist
Sy mid e day Tollowang [be sentcnces
D aew gl boowork over the holiday to et

e FrEponsr 6 pol the dockérs oul o
= Lo

D BUNLDING THE RESPONSE

B e e e T i gadling af 1
S i ey wmedor O Anscduninisl Bristom
F wwe o o L FENE and D0 fe Lo
o, 68 o) apempey arrred EoTe the
s e wffry 4w e chesr chat s full scak
i il EewemEst Wi ander way_ leswing
v SR e cleekw bad & dehic 3 'pec-dar ponecmal
VN ey i e et w o effort lo rogman conro
L gl S ey FOWSOEW M U CTHTCRT
o
- wal_ e |onles Sherwalay [k ecr L org
| e 3 ey = et T own MLl
e e i pep L Tl T

- ol L Su ey e S ST
o e e T ol {omped e | leweary

ﬁ---l-hh-li | Ehaniy,
B vl b vy of = f0 Wy T oae Ao the aEEn
-

B lreow ocmres i Wiiees of worbens w8l nat
d— et ke Toowd artes oves Shavwoarboy
et B owill ek b bo bmbd Ginorespoane,
The mtegarsl Eefaliogn 407 wan phesn afl the pub-
o i ® Ecompmnry e passage of Parfismenmiy
mpatss, [he Srresbory 24 hevr by rooeeecd
i i B Aalemil iEs The Aot was Ekaeg]
= i Laowommant recoemmed by malkions of warkers
b Sesmpdy anG-workmy claxs, The Shresrshury
9 = ey wried umder [Be e g criminal B,
S maey wowters s26l bedievr 1o Be mosome sense
‘e Feally, the tnde amion lcadership 1ed o
bl sl immdeguale, campago ogaimi the
el Bristiomn Actl, wheseas over Shrewshumy
s s cwris] e 14 mather than (b Govermment
- B ey

Eesrricis. whial we maal woik o 15 how (o
e e (brw snlayouzble orcumsisnces. We
sl B e sivabegy af the Commantsd Par ¥,
e = pleving the feading rolc i ibe campaign,
B om e emential lesons of the Pontomille 5
Sy "

LESSONS OF PENTONVILLE &

O of 5w obvioas dessons of the Penconville 5
Eprremce = Ehat mnoimmesl s and docihee acton
s meme e Bon o8 sx-lions of workerns can provide
B s of determined lead which the rest of the
wism willl Toflow, The {irsd task i repdy o the

B wnbsnry verdicty, therefore, was {and s} Lo get
e, deliniee elrike wcton under way in the
isisny smlutiny a5 soom as possible,

Sl sac-dey soppapss have occurned in the baild
oy ewle wcrods Bhe coanlry over Shrewsbaory in reeseni
i, The mnk-amd-file paper Budo oy Workers
iy fns compmiprnd abogil the trials, and the
Mermmmy Lier, alung with the papers of the revalution
Y &l _:'I.ﬂ.' Fven Ins cae o3 Cnsh e CovCrapn.
Mty 0ff suppar! hure boen posed wp and

s S coundry, Over 650 delogates, many of them
by workers, alicadcd the Lorcrpond Traudes
Lmmecd spomsored Shrewhurny Canference s
Srpermber, where niany dek ;Jh % zl]u. !ur Ih-.

Emesedintely wnivncs wospaved, the Narth Wales
Peefence Commibbes called on Modih Waksy Enifilimp
warne o stnkes i\ the now voar unid the 3 were
mefenss] (Hignile-antly, the Mo Sooe Failed 10
prin i) Then, on 31 December, e Shor re ol
8 chumge of e, withonl mny ex plznaiion: The
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BUIDING

..mllﬁrnr

L Eae ik sespemted sestencsl Erac Tossdeson end DEneoy Warren [alh jeced | on Sémd @im year

et o cmsenlded 3 retam 1o wotk om 1
lesmgry of 3l baiding worken m Morth Walc
pemiing calk for farihes acon . . Almost from
B begpmning. then, the Commanid Farty gpmarees]
ihe ke al the Pemtoawilke 5 and opposed imdefinite,
wmilicial slippazes.

Imstesd they placed fhewr major emphisis on the
arpenisybion of a lobby ol {be UCATT and TEG
Executives on B lamsary, a mational one day sioppage
ol Friday the 110k {vhe day of the 1's hall hesningh,
arel 2 slappape amd lobby of Farliament when il
opens on the [5th In this wey the Communist Party
ermgn ferposnd The necesary Tghi o gel offical
aciion 1o the development of sinke acUon outside of
Tl channels, sgin in comphb:le contradicion

to the experience of the Pemtonville £

FLYING PICKETS

It cannal be claimed that wnelficial actsen wesld not
e nationsl aciion, & steppage by @ namaber of magar
sicy i ke arcay woirld B imrede i possibde (o Torm
Mying pickel squads to travel up asd down the counloy,
palling arhes hwikling workers aut on strike, Flying
pickets wonld be the bost “ediescation W’ of all to
carry Lhe message of the imparanoe of the Shrews
ey e 10 thoss workers who ke no? yor swan of

it The wse of My g jeciess in this way wonld be a pob-
I demonsrpation bo the whoks working cats thet the
Governmunt's attompis Lo intionidate ihe woskers'
imovement el Teiled, and any attempn by the autlrit
iy 1 crack down on sach actvily would amply s
o puaranies a massve w:mrl:.-nr cla Peghinge

The suppart af the TAG and DCATT Execotives wembhl
bz wery vallabsle foo the dewelapment of the campagn
EEI U Exccutives have done abspdaley nolbine for

1 whaole your, even ia the Tace of everal anoffczal onse-
day' llll.w.l:n. T mizgne el they will responi
readihy mow i booindokee in day-dresming. Thas the
el fop official acion ondy makes the urgency of big,
unalTical imitixtives ever gredier, A labby would anly
hawve geal power i i1 wene hocked ap by msssive
unafficiad actinn spresding scross the country. That is
aniher besoa of the Pentomville experience that the
Communist Perty cheases to ignope,

Morereer the CF and ils spokesmen have nol heen
clear om ihe objectves of the lobby, Mowhee-

poither m be Mormirer Sior, oor Charder, nor any whene
else—hmve they spelled oal the sori of action the
Excculnves should take. Befare the lebby, the onky
haty toomake a clear call lor a melional banlding
winicers” siriks wag the Bimingham UCATT Shop
Stewardy Commiltas, and that call was ot imitiated

by thee CP (although local CF militoses did sappart it

OFFICIAL ACTION

This iy mot Tor want of inllveecs. Huddreds of resolu-
ticms have ween passed colfing-on the Execntines to
il Tox natitmal indusiols) anian’, 10 lead & militand
campaige’, Lo ‘orEanier a coniinuing campaign’, aml,
rocrvan them alfl, tofwan TUC lesdership of e
natsomal campsign”. Mol o singds ooe montioos 2

nn il hudlding strike, The aim of the abby was
rathus moaone mebesi s Lo Toece an aflicn] approach

Iy thic T2 amd VCATT 1o the U, weitheait

which the TUL will nal evon dispuss the maticr.

Lon Lewlks wiag sipht to poin T nr Thiat “wé ias win
this pificial rade amion movement, wes won it 2t rhe
Chime ol Pen roen e, we cun win i &zain”. What he
fore 1o menlion, however, was that the TUC did

e e Ere=EEL S LS

Alan Abrshems iglesses) of the ﬂdtﬂnﬂ Commisize with Kon D'S5hes lrud fa lhoa ﬂlfmﬂ.l.n.t Johe Livwarch »t

Twesday's pecket of the LRCATT sweculive mesating

Photo: Patse Harrap {Ragortd

nat art in 1972 becaus a letbor rom the dockers
watiom of Pl T&GWL arrived in the post, They
aobed hecauss - hod no chaicr bl 1o actl
Appeals b e TUL sgainst e backgroasd of &
narianel hrilding sirike ame far more likely (o be elfec-
tive than nicely iy ped seguests, What the Communist
Party fhuve dpne m the Shrewsbory conpaign is o

s bopd inate .F'W ol the mas mowcament 1.5
the thythm of The alficial irade wnion machin:.
'U-rl."'l..lllrb.‘-'\, oo v cdadites That the TLIC Wil thke mo
action an Shrewshary as a result af afficisl rogeesis
ani gencral hdpermg, of Hasl the TUC shoeld ot
he iohbied. The TUC will probably be Torced Lo

call & ome-day protest strike over general Toey
poleies Bul o Tory podicy las ovdr bevn

changed dpnificanily by sne-day prodes! Soppages:
This 18 The anby likehe paicome to the CPs plan

[oe Ol campaizn, ik O ks plalnty ossdess a5 Gar as
[recing the 3 ivconcerned.,

NO GUIDE

The Commanist Party lme affers ng mulile fay whal
1o do il the TULC dossn’t deliver the goods. [1isna
mse saying, a5 Lon Lewis duf a1 the Shosedirch
migling, that e rank wod (He will kv 15 find 2
wiy b do the sob themeehes” i they find thut the
catrpaden to pel aclon Teein e bursecracy s &
fashere. A seres of one-gday stoppagess und- Jemaons
Ity cenleed sobely asdad ity the ol Tl
machrines o do something which it then faifs 4o

u widl b o domoratising anl vosrgy-wasimg process.
tiy the rime yom get aroosd Lo dismussing the oot
g, The hovcmenl will kaw alresly breokon up
an the rock of huresucratic immoveshilitiy,

By thwe i 15 Famsary, ks come and gone, the
thials of the remairdng 1R will be gpeming in
Shnevsbary and the prospoect of noversmg the
verdicts impased on the 3 will seem mooe and
mar: diglanl In the sbendée of any ciéar focux
for struggle workerns will begin io think “Lec’s nat
il any ihimg wild the appeals ar o and ihe
whole movemsn{ will evaporaie, lesving the
Shrewsbaty 24 fiomby in We hasds of e state
machine, .

The ©F kmaws Mall well whal e Shrewsbare imnlx
art dosigred e da, [t knoss that indefindde aafionasd
dappapes and “achen of geocrdl steike proportions’
ix the vniy cerlain way of releasing the 3 and stopping
the trials, They openly say that it was not the
mpchinatioms of an ‘independent’ legal machine which
gt the 5 omt of Pestonville, bail the mass action of
b working class. B knews that the Tares ars
engaged in oo all-ont atteck oo the working class,

and that a [rpmenbed respon=: will nod stop them,
'!l"ﬁl!'llll.'!f 3l n 2 way which conirndicts all thess

i of life,

COMMUNIST PARTY STRATEGY

The Camrmunist Party has many gesnine ilusions

tm ithe: Emde wihon bureancracy, bul what i wpper-
most in their thinking 35 their reistionship winl the
Cides unson aid Labour Pacfy "Tefls”. The rosd 1o
socialism for the CT' Hes tsrough o pafismentany
coabition with the Labour kfT which willl pee the
capitzlisl state machine to legisiate socaalism igon
exiviencse, The maks Sirspele ol the workime ¢lan
does hinve & part n this schema - ot oody 0 secondary
[f 11N

A general strike of the sort that shook the Rritish
rulimg clus io 1926 vr Franor im 1%6E would dis-

rupt afl these well Laid plaire. Usdes soch caipcumslames
the Bef” barcascrats m both the trade unsons and

thee Labamer Parly womid capidly shy away [rom the
maags muoveandnl, Jeaaving the T all alone in the migddile,
Fwven the lumizd feved of straggle we Isive 5een so lar
har foccied the CT' into some very cufions contarfang
as rl'h!"lu":lnlﬂp elewmdils with ooe Tonal (o ke up wilh
the milifanis, and nghlwards wilh ibe alber 10 beep
up with Scardan and Janes—all in the interess af
fmnity”, wou ks,

The “Iefl” buseaucrals have & magic Tarmnuzla roowhich
Ihey heve recourse in Dimes of Crisis-a genvcal

wehocliun, This allows them 1o pose s the boldesr

rhampions of the working class againsr the Toey
‘heasd, while a1 the wane time sedusing bo Jdo aoyihing
u? &N daboat the stoizeles o which workers ane
nctuslly enpzpsd, Mo one hes asded Shis ploy more
Than W Copsimmaest Pty snd e Aovmviee Sicr
wihiveroisten 1y jaerenl e stmoggdi :w_'.:l: LEK

Tory Govermmeni oy |E L nq:n] =lprripn l.:-p. I;.l'u.
l:|rl|l| i :

rhe m%u.a:l‘l"u:nre

bo. Bl fagmnd.
el et
hu&w thr Shviw'shory.

. :#wuﬂlﬁ“wd 1.!-'::|'L'll.|J:IrJ1|'.|.|:i-:|r5|I i thit

sirugpie fies closrdy smd Sreetly theough the door
ol misere indusiral sction - whoether it by in alliance
with the bureaucrals or in the teeth of thelr treachery.

Oave'Balley




The decline and fall of
the Unionist Party

or The sash my father wore out

The defeat of Brian Faulknerai the Ulster
Unionist Councl last Fraday was the most
predictable political event of 1974, The
wphit which will inevitably emerge from this
defeat will be the logical outoome of the
process which was initiated by Direct Rule,
and the final shattering of the Unionist

will rank with the smashing
of the old Stormont Padizment as one
of the historic milestones during this phase
of the Irish strugple.
Traditionally, the Lnionist Party was a cross-
cluss party which integrated all sections of the
protestani commuinkiy, and this was reflected
in its corporatist structure, Class and sectionad
conilicts were resolved within the fwik doct-
rines of the Union with Britein and the profes
ani smoendancy. When the State was founded
these were interdependent; the protestant
owmed industry in the north-gast of Treland, ond
the Inrelibiood of the protestant aristocracy of
laboiis dependéd on dnresincied access o the
British marker. The changing patiern of British
economic policy, the greater importance of
ihe Souith of Irgland for British capitalism, zod
the heavy investment of capital Trom the North
of Ireland in British industry, implying an
integration with British capltal, created o-cons
fict of interest within Unionlan, The big
profestant bourgeoiie wes dragped willy-nilly
behind the Britsh re-orientation, while small
protesiant capiisl-consiating of [rge numbers
of Family businemer, the prolestant petil-
bourgraisie, the protesiant shilled worldng
Class, and the protestant lumpen proletarial

T . I

Stormont wall-protected behind barbed wire

continued (o demand a povileged position for
the protesianis,

The Untondst Farty at ooe line reprasenied

an important element in the Botish stratepy,
For & whole period the long term aims of

the Brlish Government were Tristrated by

the need to work through the State ingtitutions
al Norithern Ireland in order 1o keep the Unson-
ist Party together. This meant that all of its
initiztives kad to go through the seclarian mill
before implementation. They were thus unable
Loy wim i base of support in the cathalic mddle
class, and were prevented from working more
dlossly with the Free Slale bourpeoiss, Afer
the Blondy Sunday massacre v 1971 and the
muass response which this evoked, British
imperaaism. decided that the Uinioniat Purt ¥
ikt be sacrificed in order (o pursie thess
oiher aima.

The British Press haes been licking i6s lips at

the peospect of a 'normal” Conservative Party
in the Marth of lreland, led by Faulkner. Trey
wark on the neke of thumb that the more closely
o political system resembles that of Britdin the
better it is. But Faulkner understanda that
Ihings are nol that simple, He is reluctant o
AMIOOUNCE & mew parly just yei, Support for his
policies rests with o thin upper crost of Union-
it caphial, and & scarcely more substantial layer
of ‘enlightened’ middle class protestants. Mean-
while the traditional mass base of Untonism
remiins opposed {o his policies.

Meveribeless a splid & inevifable, The Unionist
Party means noihing withoul protestant pofitics
in & protestant parlisment for a protestani
peogpile. The Brtish Government, howsver, hos
pme oo far along its present path fo turn back
in order Lo re-undte The Undondst Farly aroumnd
Brvan Foulkner, parficularly when an dection
can be put off for neadly Ove years,

EXTRA-PARLIAMENTARY UNIONISM
Faulknet has sulliceen! forces in the Assembly
to muintain the Exeoutive, dnd to hold on Lo
power un bl constitutionally Torced into an
election. But the perspectives.af those whia
defeated him do not mclude padiamentary
actian-such Scmon s guile oatside ther
world-wiew!, However il the extra-padiamentary
motestan | opposiiton were Lo pal effective
pressurg on the British Government, the anti-
Fatlkner parliomentary Unionisis wonld be

the hencficlaries of the resulling £hift by
Britizh imperialism, back to mainrendms of
the protestan] ascendincy

But there his béon 4 sernls we akening ol

the mass protestant organsations. The UDA
marchEd up Fhe hill to o confrontation with
the British Army just over o vear apo, and foll
hedd cver heels dosn again; 115 spine snapped
before the British publication of the new deal
Lo re pliece Deraal Wule, The explanation is
simpie, although ot simple encogh for some
on the British fefi who inssted that the U4
represented 8 threal so forribie o5 to make
pppeasement by the catholics necesary. Ress
tanee to the British Goveriment and the Britsh
Ay, by Logalists could only: produce the
most soute polincal sclieopbnenta, Tlhe mass

tf The prolestant working class sheank back
into pasaivity, The beoak op ol the DA a3 an
elfeciive mass movement was cofmplesed by the
avtoms ol ugciousdsy antiliraded British agenis,

Parny.
Daar Celas,

88 postible a time for a joint meeting.

Call for
united lobby of
TUC meeting

The following lerter has been sont by the Internationsl Marxist Group fo Labour Weakdy |
Tribune, the Labour Party Young Sociaiises, the Communist Party, and the orgarisations of
the revoluNoniary e ft, including the international Socislizts snd the Warkers Revaly tionany

A3 you are aware the TUC has called # special conference of undion general sscretaries and
presidents on January 16th. Thia meeting takes place at a time of unprecedented government
attacks an the working class but at the same time in a situation of great potential for the
working class movement. This special conference is therefore an important event in the life

of the working class and it i necessary that the maximum forces are arganised to expross tho
need for this meeting to take decisive action, This moans the nesd for the largest possible mass
lobby of the confarence. At present the aim of the government and the emplovers is to divide
the working cless and centralise the foroes of the state against sach group of workers individial-
I, For this reason we beliove thot the policy which rmust be ealled for is the maximum possible
unification of struggle, The highest form of such unification, and therefore the one with the
greatedt possible power is a Genaral Strike. We therefore believe that the makn demand of the
lobby of the special conference must be the demand that this TUC meeting call a ganeral
strike, Many militant sections of the working class will be prasent on such a loblyw amd clearky
the maximum possible unity around this demand has the best chance of winning thess secticm
of the working class to the demand for 3 General Strike. We therefore propoe a jolint campaign
for such a lobby of all organisations which are prepared to call on the spocial conference to

call for & General Striks. Such a joint campaign should consist both of national and |ocsl
meatings, & joint, platform for 3 moeting ot the lobby on this theme, joint resclution for
presenting in trade union branches, and o on. We would propose that 3 meeting be hold

&4 $00n & possible of all arganisations which agree to this proposal to plan this campalgn.

It your organisation or suppocters of your nevespaper pgree to this proposal we would
undertaks in collaboration with all orgenisations sccepting this proposal, to s=t up 28 rapidiy

3-dayweek

iy repecting any real offer on watling time for
the miness tle government hok made viear ifs
determnuotion (o force things through tosn
all-out confroniation with the working cluss.

Ir bz worth spellng oat jasi whal implie ntiomns
this will-have far the living stendsrds of workers.

The povemment i= mow sysiematically preparing
Lo pade onil Lhre amiziers overtime Ban I hos
mporked one million tons of coal froa the
Umited States and vanous Eusopedn countims
o has alnead v saved 2 million tons of coal
through the thoee-day week and the otle
sestrictions, [ belewss that il con mow keep
ol suppliss aoing unel the end af Maich

when the cnael of warmer wenlher will
drastically reduce conaumption. This
‘achisverment” will be paicl for by shll geacer
altacks on the working claas,

Firstly, feommn ihie ond of Februamy there is
going to b an aoele shortape of specl.
Froduction ofsteel has slrsady. been g

by 05, weith The threar of agothes | 6% Gall,
ditd enplnsering will sann sumout of this vital
raw imaterial: Thos will 2ead Thst to ke elosvirs,
and redundamcies nosteed isel® where as Hthe
Foveegred mageing gurs i 0w alresdy Tikidy
tiral simme of BSCY s oiderplancs ol are Being
shud will nat pecpen’, aod witl Phon lodd 1o
prne il lay ot in arpge seclions of indusley.

The et atep sell S turther soaric g inllsom
culbiog it bivieg stanants, The Two-dinesd-
vtk lovE=pnn will rkige s ngl coses by
anviime wp v JO0-300% 0 wear, Two monlhe
ol el sweauld] b gpuvalers o nannial
imcrease ol 2-20% 0 gosts, Al af s wall b

(rasaCd ORC IR lghier proives,

il slash work

Continwed realstance was left to the small
underground milicany orgaaisabons the [WE,
the UFF, the Eed Hand Commandoes, and
stmabar disedsad amimals, Their campuign
conalEted alimost 1.'r|||.r=|_'. ol seclaran murdars
apuins catholics, slthough here apiin the
operations of Britich agenia, in parhicular the
Milhiiary Reaction Foree, played a role.

PARANOID UNIONISM

With ihe Sunningdale agre¢ment, the Britsh
Army gnd the RUC rake on o different
poditical complexion. In the poranoid world

of extreme Loyaim These [orces ape gow seen
as the direct apents of @ watted Ireland, and
action agnins| them becomes o consstent aad
lopical deforoe of the profgstant ascendancy
Wi hawe therefore seen some isolated actions
apinsl the Bntish Army and the RUC, by
profegrants, in the last two woeks I che

L% B were to cull off thetr cessefire thess
woarld escalare,

Bul althnugh these underground groups have
broad sy mpathy anong prilestonis, particularly
iry Ehe lumpen proletariot, they do net have the
smine kind of relstionslip ta the Shankd! ur
Sarily Bow imthe |[EA does 1o Anderstown or
Balbymurphy . They consist of small Eoleed
prines whose poitiice have been formed by
protestant sectorizn Craditiong, 26d whoss
paychosoey 5 Dwistad by lhe sick soeiely which
b clomminadad The Morlh East of Ireland, bui
who do ned nepresent 8 porenial guass
mivrEmeni,

ACROBATIC UNIONISM

The mass ol the protestants ure likely (o
transfer their allegiance Lo the party led by

the unpledged Unionists. Bur they will find
thensselves clinging to a hroken reed, and the
fragmentation of Unionsm will got womse
belope 1 pets eliminated, Such is the deologic-
al vacunm created by the collspss of the
traditional Linioaict Party that ull londs of

bt of ideas will be sfuck topether, by all
kinds of groupings and individuals, in order

o re-cheate a political base for a prolesiani
party, The graceful ire described by Dediminmd
Boal's feap Trom Pasiey's Democestic Unionist
Party to advocacy of on “Amalgamaied Freland”
i less startiimg than the scrobatics of his former
collaborzion, who has jumped from ice-loe

to ige-floe as the Unionist monolith las brolken
dp,

Thds should Bal be conlused wilhhan evedution
o progressive or socalst polficies by 4 section
of the protestancs. Tleir lfees do not devalop
logeally, und o Far no signiticant section of the
protostants tas beokea: froe 2itlier of The fwn
resiclionany planks of Unioniznr Bat the ideol-
oEpcal crisig and clasg differcntistion within
Linbanism coss represent & sten closer to work-
ing class upity, alchougly this can only rake

p|:.| e ooat Lhe bugsis ol anall lreland sirupge
dpingt Britich fmgenalism and sectional
privilewe, o well as Uoniondst wd Free Siule
capiiilisom,

BO2FURDE

Phia befarion will it d working closs whose
incuenn fas baencdrastically B by the lay-offs;
Again the Secaomi ﬂ]HRH.r:iIhI el aul the
facly, uk ween cveit G Ui pogn o wiew ol
thet ruling clagsr e effecl of the three daw
wevk will baishnmily regressive. The ave ape
exce TG will lose nothing L |, the averaps
enginverinp worker witl bose aboat Ta%. e
worker noaodles ey wilh o guarun teed wedk,
prohable fows paid, will Jose gebily 505 .
T besd puessiima led seon that the Three-<lzy
Wbt Ty S0 | dveraEe pre-fux puy ;'.'!.' T
|R% Rt lhul avorage wong will Tall by asouind
11 thanks ro Jessss margmal tax and unem-
plime nt pay ' Apaie il this wen: spread out
over Lwe monclis chis igeqeivakent tod lows of

IRy i el 2%,

Finaly it s quite clear thas Phase 4 of the

ers’ living standards

incommes poliey wall Be everw mone vicious fhan
Biiase 3, Ax the sxpected mic of inflation nexd
yeas oy Lhotg bebween 13 and 20%, and the
rile of pay incrcdard allowed under Phase 1
inanly T%, this tedns that Phiusz 4 wall be afm-

‘et Al Fescing a-shiarp fal lo the Using stomatard

al the working ¢lass,

EE & oot sl ll.'-*_.h‘-ﬂ'l.i.'l these Gicts—Lhe fncteasing
anfleficn, the onemployment, the Jess of pay
dus o the lock-our, and the rore viclons Phase
4 ol the ipcomes pobicy atill to come—the coms
lusiesn i8 very clegr- the governingenl and Lk
cimplingers ae now almicg pot simply to hold
bk The ving stmdard o the working chiss,
bt to sharply decrease it This 3 what any
saclion of ihe worklig class movement which
fails 1o supporl sprashmg Phase 3 and El'l.-l].i.ll.gI
the Tory government % imafing
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panish Trotskyists give total support
to Carrero Blanco assassination

Interview with members of the LCR-ETA(VI), supporters of the Fourth International in.Spai!_l, who explain their position
on the assassination, their differences with the group which carried it out, and their perspectives for the struggle ahead

Firsi of all, what wes the immediate resction
to the execulion of Carrere Blanco? In the
first few hiours, there seems by all accounis
it have been a mixie of incomprehension
and panic inzide the regime.

Yes, thai's true, The Ari reactions cloarly
indicated & sinte of parslywis instde the regme,
and Ehis is imporiant bocause i EIves us a
foretaste of what toexpect with the desth of
Frunco in the nol-loo-distant Tufure

o must sav that on the technical level il

was an extrednely impressive operation, and

it ie easy to see how i would have stunned a
segune which, unchallenged {or thirly years,
thoaght il could go on in e same way fio
ever. Henee the fimt odTicial reaction was quibe
simply 1o repect the ides of 5 bomb; the state
ment declared that it was the resull of o gas
exploston!

Several theomes were rile al this slage about the
guthors of the attack, and if s interesting (o
mote that certain proups inside the regme
suspecied each other of being belind it Such
confidence is touching! The Spanch {Commid-
isl Party also took up the vession according to
which ii was a plot by the hardliners of the
regime (o fake over conirol. But this theory
would not stand wp—there was nothing of ihe
liberal about Carrero Blanco. On the contrary,
he appeared (o guarantes the continwation of
Francoism after the death of Franco.

n any case, what is guite clear i that the
whole apparatus of the dictulorship was
serioushy affecied, and that no section of the
megme had the ability or capacily fo launch
an immediate response lo this atiack.

The army, certainly, provided an element of
stability 1o the situation, bul ewen o there was
a mood of alarmed expectancy in the ranks of
the muling class Tor houwrs and even days after
the explosion.

Several amusing stories are gaing (he rounds
shout this: there were the mothems in the
bourgeots quarters who dashed cat to collect
their children from their expensive privale
schools: the banks which had to lock their
doors because of the rush of peopls to withgraw
their money; or the case of The Fuctary where
on learining the fews the management simply
goi up and fefl their offices,

And on top of this there has besn the silence
of Franco himeell and his absence from the
fumeral of Carcero Blanco.

Thers seems 10 have heen a show of strengih
by the Francodsis en the occasion of the
funeral. Was this 1« mass mobilisation? What
was the reaction in the populsr quarders?

The execution of Carrero Blanco did nol
bring the workers into the streets, that's

trug, but they certainly didn't go inko
moumming sither! There was a very favourable
mespoate to the operation. Everyone in the
working class guarlers saw 1 a8 o spectaculan
and hapd-hliding blow sgainst the dictatorship.

Ax Tor the demonstration om the day of the
funeral, tThers is nothing surprising e Che fact
that the regime can bring twenty or thirty
thousand peaple ol onlo the streets. Apart
{romm anything elec, everybody working for the
sgiministration o &ny capacity was mobilised
For it, The Tuct that it was confined 1o Madna,
ind that even bere it was so imited in size,
shivws on the contrary the naerow social base
nf the regime, Even alter the Burgos frials,

at the begnning of 1971, the Francoist
mohilisations were higger than {his

There was anotler difference ! at the funeral
the extreme mght went no furiher than threats
against the archbishop of Madod, Tarancan,
wha i thoughl 1o represeni the lihera] wing
in the catholic hicrarchy . It did not ake the
intizative in launching a response, as 04 did
wh=n o policeman was killed diring the lasi
May Day demongrrations,

Ta come Back to the reactlon of the '.'r“'l:lrk'Er&,
lhe execution of Carrern Blancadid nod lead
ta amy strest demonstrotions against the
dictatorehip. If it kad taken place within the
framework of a mas mohilisalion, & durng
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Demonstration of the Workers' Commissiona
the Burgos frivks Tor instance, of could have
had a poweriul stimulating effect, But boday,
largely = o result of the attitude of the Com-
munist Party, the mobilisation aguinst the trisl
of the Teaders of the Workers" Commissions
{Ee "Carabanchel [0°7) has been very inadeguate
except in Barcelona, The explosion took place
ob the same day as the opening of the trial,

20 December, and the subseguent concentration
of polios in the centre of Madrid was so great
that demonstrutions vould very eastly have been
muounied in the popular guarters. But nothing
had been serously prepared ! any real mobilias-
tion was sahotaged by the TP, while the revwola-
ticnary organisations have hod Lo devate maoEt
af their resources recently to defending them-
salyed Trom pepression.

Bt it would be completely untrae Lo pretend
{hial the homb which efiminaged Carrero
Blarico in any way hindesed (he mobilisation
againsd the irial of the Carabanchel 1@, or
that it found no echo mside the working class.

The day alierwards, 21 Decenber, you stated
your position in o public declaration s follows
“The consequences of this operatlon seem to us
to be positive, o5 much [or the alimulating
effect which the execution of Carrero Blanco
will have on the masses as for its ohjective
effect in removing a key figare from the ranks
of the ruling class. For these reasons we give
toidal support o this action.’

Yo, it'g important to expluin owr posttion
fully, In the present case, QlEF SUEp poTt goss
further than simple recogniticon of the an-
conditional right fo use violence, inchading
terrerism, in the sirugele agacist the Francoist
dicratorship, ene of the most kloodibimsty in
the history of the world  and beyond simpls
defence of the militants ageinsl Teprassion.
Thil s only the fiest point—sheolutely necessans,
tuat independeant of our estimate of the dseful-
riess of the actlon, its consequences, and our
disapreemenls with the erganisaiion wihich it
sirreed el

With the execution of Carrero Blanoeo, we have
oo hesitution in taking a poscion ol pl.:&il.'.'l.‘-
support, declanng that the effecls of this action
gre positive and favour the development uf mass
styuggtes which alone can overthoow the
dictarprship, oulminating ina revolutlanary
peneral girike. ;

Bore then uny other. Carrero Blanco embuodiesl
the terormm of the Franco eegime. His execu-
tion mel with & very faverurble pespogise, the
moe 50 it wag sorried ol within the frame-
work of the stuggle agninst the increasing

reprassian, In the six months of its existence,
the Carrern Elanco government had chalked
up a notable series of repressive achions: heavy
pHson sentences againat the leaders of the
Workers” Commissions; death sentences hang-
img over anarchist militante in Barcelons; the
murder of revolelondary nateanaklat militants
in the Basgue country; and so on.

MNo-one beleves that the diciatorship will be
hicught down by knocking off Franzo's
ministers ane by one, not even the comrades
al ETA (V), although they do have a militarist
conception of the confrontation with the
State apparatus. But the workess saw Chis
blow struck al the very heart of the regme

&5 an epcourggement (o struggle, expoing the
dictztorship’s vuleerabdicy and depriving it
uf ita key element in the operation io ensuns
the succession,

The remaovad of Carreny Blanco hes weakened
the regime and aceenivated the conflict
betwesn the different sections of the nuling
claes, Bl of whom e incapable of asunng a
trouhle-free ransilion Lo ‘Fraacaism without
Franco® in the face of the continued fssin
miss SErugghes,

It is ohvious that the repression will be stepped
up, but this will only be a sign of the growing
crisis of the dictatomhip, The response of 1he
masass to the intensification of Francomt

terror must therefore be an offensive one.
preparing for the overthrow of the diclalorhip,

In giving your support o the execution of
Carrera Blanco, you are supporting an aclieo
carched ouwt by ETATY). However, not only
do you have deep programmatic differences
with these comrades, butl vou also reject thelr
concepiion of the armed sivoggle ngainsl the
dictatorship. ]

OF cotrse, Our break, us ETA [V, with the
nacionaliat militants of ETA in August [ 970
was basesl on fundasental programmaric
differences and on on understunding of the
dead end po which the mulitarist activism of
i oirpanisation had brooght us, ETA 1%

sees tha stropgle against naoonal oppression

as a national liberotion stragglé, and pol as an
eemenl which while casential 1= closels tied

in withthe whale cliss stroggle at the level

af the Spunish state Toe the overthiow of

1w Francolst dictatorship and the creation ol

A fedeardiad wnealist repubdic.

fsepetly bowiesods naticnalisd idealogy has
sometimes led B o ddopt reactionary pesilioos
aridl c¥en o oy the existence of class con-
frentation in Euckashi (the Busgue corniry | Bul

the headlong development of worken® st ggies
is mxposing Lhe glaring contradietions of sach
conceptions. Today ETA (V)3 being foreed ta
link its armed actions to the stoeggles of the
massed. But its activity still remaing almost
entirely on the military devel [t docs no .
serious work in lerms of propagands, sgitation
and orgamisation i the factories, the univemities
ar the popular quarters,

ETA (W} saes the ovecthrow of the dictatorship
as g process of direct confrentation betwesn
the State apparatua and the revolutionary
organiszbioy, whoe colrageous actions will
arcuss the sympothy of the mames and lead
in their spontancous mobilistion. In essence
iris a puischist conceplion which is based on
the fllwsion that the daring actions of a semall
proup of evelulionaries can overthrowthe
dictatomhip without Hosing themselves on the
orpinised vinlence of the working class and its
allaes.

We think that the armed minoriiy actions of
the vanguard must have the definite aim of
contributing to the orgenisation of mass seii-
defence and violence, by inzserting the mselves
in the prescnt mess stogglss,

1t has just heen announced that Arvias Mavarro
will b the new prime mimister,

Yiea, that confirms the hardening of the regime:
confinms that its onby perspective is to step up
the repression in ap attempt te halt the rise of
mass strupgies, which directly $ireaten the
diztatorship faced ag it iz with the problem of
the succession and the likelihood of an tnler-
national recesion.

I s necessary o bearin mind the difficulliss
with which the operditon e ensu e the sucoes-
sion was grepared, nnd ithe deciive rode which
Carrero Blaneo was o play in this, to under-
itand that in this situalion the seghnd has for
thi moment no giiemmative to lumd,

Carrera Blance had ocoupied leading positions
for 33 years andwas Franec's trusted com-
punion; indeesd, he was considersd fo be more
Francoist even than Franco. Mot direetly
linked 1o any prouping. fie seemed capalls

of 4t least making a stab at weplacing Franan
i he role of Bonsparte, and of malnrzinng

a halamod bevween the variows grouping insidy
the reling class,

ATias Mavara 15 incapahle of playving such a
fese. He has noe politizal abilily, ne gutlsocity
He is simply the tep cop o e land.

What the clhorce of Arias Wovarro basically
ghiowa i5 that the regime has fallen back-on



the LCR-ETA (V).

International.

A fow weeks ago, there took place the 3rd Congress of the
LCR (Lign Comunists Revolucionaria —Revolutionary
Communist League) and the 7ih Assembly of ETA (V1)

the Marxisi wing of the Basque liberntion movement. Al
bath the vote was overshelmingly fora wnification af forces
through fusion to form a new organization, to be known as

This fimion eccurred a5 the result of 3 doable process: on the
one hand, 3 political clarification and an organisational con-
solidation of the LCR since the crisis 3 year sgo, when the
organization split in half; on the other hand, a rmpid evolution
of ETA (V1) following its break with the militerist nationalist
wing of the Basque movement, ETA (V'), which led it to ad-
here explicitly to revolotionary Marxism and to the Fourth

After a period of intensive political discussion between the

revolutionary party,

COuntry,

leaderships, and of consstent unity in scton in their inter-
venitions, the two arganisations came o the conclusion that
the time was ripe for fion on & clear programmatic b,
un & thoroughgoing sgreement on the necesily to build the

The circumstances in which the evolutionary parly is being
built tn Spain make this experience in many ways an object
lesson for revolutionaries all over the world. Only five years
ago there existed no Trotskyist grouping in Spain, no nucleus
of revolutionary Marxists. Yet since then, in a period of
speciscular growth in the class struggle, an organisation has
developed which has shown intself able (o organise a section
of the student and working class vanguard, and o win to the
construction of the revolutionary parfy an important curment
emerging from the crises of mdical nationalizm in the Basgue

Fourth International group fuses with ETA(VI)

Az the comrades of ETA (V1) declared in 8 message senl o the
Ird Congress of the LCR; “We are convinced that we will be
able 1o overcome all the difficulties which will arise in the
practicalitics of fusion of our twe organkations -arising from
their different ordging, history, growth and trditions— through
basing ourselves on our programmatic elarity, through a unified
imtervention and sdherence ta democratic ctralizm. Tn this
way we believe we con bring 3 new experence of obvious velue
o ihe construction of the Fourth Intemational and its nation-
al sections. We send our froternal greetings to the 3rd Congress
of the LCR, which confirms the maturity of an organistion
which has been able to win to itsell a centrist organisation like
our own, through standing fimm on its principles while at the
same time developing a flexible set of factics for the concrete
situmtion. Lomg live the LCR! Long live the Fourth Inter-

mational "

iraultza. ala hil!

ETA. (VI)

ETA (Euzksdl Ty Arkatasuns - Fresdom lot the
Bespued] wm formed m 1955 by a prosp of young
ditanis who broke ssay (rom e old Basgue
natsonalint party, repciing iis policy and its shand on-
mani in pracice of ihe suugghe sgninat the Franco
dic ta torship.

The group firdl sitracied publc sceention in Taly
%] through sn sbortive stk on o train taking
Framooint velerans 1o a commemagation af the
fscist risimg i the Basgue counlry.

The strugeie of FFA apiinst the dicmiomhip in
Euzkaill {se Basgue namc [or thedr coudiey ] was
procldimed ox o stiuggle of national liberation in o
cilonised country. The independence of Fuzkadi
wak ladd down e the mein objoective, a NCCEsEary
slage- im the Enal lfbemton of the Baspue country
The socisl contradictdans in Forkadi were thus
ovimhadowed by & slmiggle Tor menonal Ebesation.
which took the form of armed conlronition with
e apparams of the Francoist state: bamb atiscks
o podice slations sgppinsd the e of the aflcis
wellow' trade onians, execubon of the commissionsr
of pobe MenZanes in Aopiest 1968, ¢l Through
thin sinaggle; ETA mecoseded im drawing in o
il leyes ol workiog clads Yo, asd ‘was able
to r2ly on conriderable sympathy within the Basque
wxrinlry,

its pagt—on s trosted servants, the police and
the army. [t 15 an aftempl to kanish lemporard
all the probloms which have confronted it for
miorg than ten yeors and which will break loose
i so0on as Frincao dies, 1 nol belore, There s
threfon: mo future for this government. It s
:JJI'I“]!-' i short-term st Op- & measure

Ax Tar as the represion & conoerned, we will
nod have to wait long 1o discover ifs policy.
The leaders of ihe Workers' Commissions in
the Carabanchel 10 trial have just been given
prison seniences of beiween 12 wnd 20 years
ezch, And the trial of the MIL anarchis
militants k2 expected to open soon . .

Thess last fuce the threal ol 1he death penaliy,
At the time of their arres!, one of them defend:
ed limself dod kilbed a policeman. Thelr teial
wats asm ol noed for Decemnber, bal bas been

pul Back. The prosecutor is demanding two
death sentences, dnd it 5 not by the present
governmenl s mature in he merciful 0 is

more than cwr true that only o mass maobiliza-
Licvit can suwe them,

Thiz is alag the case with the comeades of
ETAAYD, who have soeght asvldm an France
and are aecused of being reaponsinle for the
tamhbing, Thers has been o hyslerical ceom paign
o the press demanding their extradizian,

We appeal tooull revolulion i workers' and
ikfi-fasgiat orgioisstions to nabilise i crder
Lo prevend & new fascist crime_ 10 save Lhe
atareldat militanis of Baroclond and the
revalutionnry Basgue notionalist militunis

But the development of workers” sinaggles all over
Spain towands the end of the 1% 0s hyghligh bad the
paliticsl dilemma in which ETA found iht!.L I1s =iy
bourgeois nationabist ideciogy bed it to sdopt reaction
ary palitical positions, counterposing the mass of (e
Spanish people bto the mass of the Basyue paopl:
withoni | any <lass diflerentiation. Thus when the
police killed thmee striking budlding workers in
Granada in Augast 1968, ETA refussd to contrbute
toa fund o spport the families of these "Spanish’
wiorkers

It was im Awguat 1970, an the sccosion of te &l
Assembly, thal ETA split inio fwo sections, The
majosity of the argnnization, which wax Lo lake

the name ETA (Y1), brake with dhe previcas narrors
nattomalat Framework and the miilarist condplion
of the sirupgle in Ewekadl Baia minority sphit,
declaring its adherence to the mesoluilons of the
previous conference, the Sth Assmbly, This wing,
ETA (¥}, chong 1o radical neonakisen and military
ac tvism, carrying out several kidnappings and most
mecently the spectaculor execution af Carrero Blunca.

Following the Gt Asseanbly, ETA (V1) underwent

& political evolution m the coumne: of which ihe
majority of the organisation developed somilar
posithons te those of the Fourth Intermatoml Al

the end of 1972 a minority splil from Use onganisateon,
fejec lng the perspective of fusiom with the LOR; bud
thiz group Bai shown ioell incepable of embarking

o Ehpe process of building o revalbotioonary: arganisathon,
with {1z mBilanis deparsing in 2 namber of different
divec ticns (some have rejoined ETA (VII],

At the same time 25 developme ibs relationship with
the LCR, ETA (W1 coneentmted on balkhing up it
apparstus and develnping its moss workoin the stadent
and working clasy povemenis 11z membership i
romghily the same as that of ETA (V] At the time of
the gemerml strike im Pamplom, in Jane 1973, the
comrades of ETA (WD ployed a witol rode i the

ex femslon of solidarity and-in fhe leadership ol
the strike in sewsrel factores.

Throaph it fuglon with ehe LR, ETA (Y1) brings
neit anly o malitand base vested o Ute louphes

corsd itbams of the stmigghe in Parkadi, ot also a

meal impantabon e the Basgue coanicy. [in faking
the deveaion bo sjroggls against nattenal eppression

in Fuzkadi on 8 truly revaluilionary basis, oug
comialet can rapldly win over the st of thase
militants confronong the I runcosst diclataship,

nad deast amang e some of 1oss now in ETA Y

INTERNATIONAL
NOTES

MNEW YOREK: abigcampacn haes besn launshad in
ditenge of Pees cill Hberries oroarisations whose

ol licas ware denirdpdss by 8 fogh pawar Damb ar =
Decemiser. The bomio went off Bz 5 time seben the
Gt lens arl Usbaly craeddes with peapin and it oea
pur= chance thed no-ors wae kitlad arkf oely thice
meopl e Fipared.

The aegsmissbianeg waluch wice tha segtime of rhis
attack are the US Commetias for Juestome Lo Latan
American Political Pranrers, sfinsh has Botn acTive

in dengu roeng W inuohwerrent n the Tailade oo
the Palivigal Bights Beteace Fand, sbech has been |
araminent in expeesng FEE swryeil@ng snd wlibra-
tea al pdarical groeps  and tae Sommieree far
Demacratic Evection Loas, which hos beon Coghting
lar The vighing o1 small parties ared milaansy aoups ki

Blac ks, Chicarvs snd Pusrio Ricans, THosr regpeasl e
a0 PaE andcerd i) Bl L kas been cod e ihe
recard af g af inn Sfmanegiral (Eh A [ RS
Pt (L TR U Tk e I w TRl PR TRT o T S

ST KHOLM: Th= mylh al ‘Lbera’, 'teilrs’
Swesdun receiyed a nard knack fasl weee ko wihon resg

o rnalisis deEre BASh S EEAcnn 10 One wele'y g g
merik for discosing indormation an The opesalany

ol 1he Swsedizn Secrer Service, Ther crirne v

{0 Aapsse Swsrclan'y dadp onsalyaimeet o il

activities af che incerrational impenalist mtell

a0ck NnRLweark, reyedl g s caliabarataan with athes
Socren Survices and gwirg oeba-s aof cueratans oo

T

lcr

Al the begimming of 197 |, militants of the Comunismo
proup decided 1o =2t up the Liga Comunista
Revalucionaria (LR, shich at ils Orst conference

in Jamuary 1972 deciared it support for the Foarth
Imtermational

The Comuonisma growp had emerged m 1969 25 a kelt

splll Lecund o cesideiar oopan liathan, i esotion o rhe

latter's iealagicol eclectvizm and bursaucnibe

medbeds, in the following period, Comunisma wndur

H wonl g palitdcal evolufion which bed 10 to stienghcs

its links with the Commurist Leagoe in France uml

funally todeclars [68 suppoit fos the Fourth Iner-

malipmal

The LOK capidly I:"'.a.'-EJ'I Lo play 4 prsideacnl fole e

the mass mabilisotions-af 1971 and 1972, [t ployed

an ACTve padl L [ chmpaien to Boycott fhe elecibans

in the ol izl umion federation, the NS - 5 cempaign

{ lathe springod 1971 which was cussdandinghe success:
ful, ex presung the new riee in working closs militency
alber e fmasehs demoneloa Bones agaensd the Bappos

[ frinle [n thisway the LCR was ahle o escablink icseld

asn nadbonal somedsaiion, with geoups in Maarid,

Wolencin, Harcelana and the Basgue cownlry

At the Bme of the general strike aeound SEAT m
Hateelana in Dereber 1971, the LUK was in the fape-
fromt ol the muasy mobilisatiae and wassble Lo Jence
the Caimmanisn Paety isdo umited sedan Inall the

wibrie:h i Frad gpiad On vanidus Arab ambessies and
crigiresred a break o ot the Egyotan chancslery

# Sroekhal iy

GREECE: Db ta 1l rapor e sileses of miy &b
s arrastad by the Papadopool s mpime aftes the
pe=nts in Athers, @ urrber of militants are sl pedd
by EhA reswe panta, Asioag 100 o Tratakyiet wior e
il itant Theadessis Thomadaks, sefa has & rascdy
ppant six YRACK In pear ainea the miliasy cond n
TEST and was anly recertly relegsed urder tha genaral
arrdsty 1T siemrnr, Togazhar wich a searm af oshe
srads wron militants ke s being keld in the Bogistioo
il ity g,

DHOF AR : Thres thausandg Iranisn Erosss heve maeed
inin back up the Swean of Oman against the gaerrila
strugge of the Populae Frant for (e Libsdacion of
[hran sl The dranizn Gulf |PFLOAG]. They are
regorivd (o Feres lavgied asar Salalak in tha prayiace

al Gilsedar an 1 Uecember, aad 1o be cperaing Somny-
e the Sultan's British-oHivered troops and Britiah:
suppdind airtorea e an all-our bed o re-open the road
troen Sala-ab to Muscat, wwhich wvess cul by the guarillas
in 19G5

This sudmen escalaticn af the war undouttadly e
Lhe - premaing slratigic engactance of the arca n thez
fight ol the present ol crivis, The sctivites of i
ibEsaticoi - Torces are 0 =eal thoea o rbe SI{IE'-IJ"‘ imiperial
wimand s partners in thie greo, FRUDAG clxrs (o
haga Eilksr gr waoncacks] 128 moaae v sald 205 benween
Al s ?;I_Elli_-l_lrnr_nlll s omnlsopy S ling diean Twd
Faliipemes, Sl rhain resteroes are Lill slim as com:
paried b those ol ynperishsm, and sociglisls in Britaan
haae o piarticialar responsibilicy to come (oo 1heir dad
srioubd the-nesad grosn,

MOZ AMBEIDUE : The il K bierssen FAhosiesis
angd Mazambingue v cul by querrilla sgtion e she
lirst tirpe gt weteibe wahen FRE LD camrmandas

majr sLenggles which beoke out ageinst the dictatos
ship (the strikes in Vigo and El Feral, the budlding
warkers' atrike in Maded), the LOR ooganised pule
lizity and sodidarity an @ cational scale. its number
swelbed 1o almod 4 thedsand milicants and syompathis
erg, and it became 8 recognised pale of atiraction for
the minw shulénl and weokers vangard.

However, this mpid grawih highlighied miemmal
problems which eame 1o a hesd in the spring of
1971 with the establishment ol lwo kendencies The
migjor dif fesemees concerned the foctics of party-
buBding and the busts Cor breaking with the previoos
ubtre-left seciaran line, While budh bendencies agrend
on the need for systematic work inside the Warken'
Commisdons, ey disapraed oo the faciical methods
of intervention, After severa manths af intensive
intarnal d lseusslon, rloe oogndsation gplic in e i
December 1972, leading (o the covation of the Ligs
“omuniscs (which also suppoerts the Froaril [niee

na Lomalk

The LCR hedd its Ind Congress shorlly alter el
splic. This comgness marked & eomsciois and thoroogls
going brzak with the previous ulira-lefi orenintion,
uod establigied a general framewark Tor buibdmg the
revalutianary parly in this persd OF erlals for the
Franca dicta torship, The LOR also decided ihen fe
slep up s jaind work with ETA (V1) with a saore
e perssped e of Figion,

In spite of soffering severa blows @ &l’ﬁl:'.llt uf flwe
repression, the LOE was groduadly ahle o replace
the fopess losd teoogh the split and tocomsobidale
s natiooal implantion, peroculody in Galscis, The
Fusion wills ETA (VI establishes it an the inosl
imiporknl oginizn don on the-extreme left, and
them:fore a special Tirged [or the diciatorship

At ks 3rd Congress the LOCR was able to slabomie
It anely s of (b cozl of Fraaeolsm ol he etk
o el itosy morcisls, (oo alopt a resalotion on
the malivnal gquéstian, amd (O steenghion L8 method
o eEamisn o,

Nzabifily lo play o lesding role: in e conling gane
fromtafons witl ope the way Toe the LOR-ETA (¥
L zgk=blish diself as the dominane fopee (i Dhe e
Fanguarl and take piasd aickles fovwanls the bidlding
o Che mereanlth Liorracy parey,

==
et gs:.r'_.'u.

t o7

b

., o T
"'\.-"-'\..-._
R A

* ?’arnp-*h.nrnffﬁ:

mined the trzc k on both sides. Rbcdesan Railwsys
S[EEEE PR el niaklling to reveal details ‘ior foar
it mighe erpbarcess tha Marambigua snilitasy authan
ties', bt the attack is believed to hewe oocurred
aar the mil kamioe ot Genusa, about 3G milles ingide
Marambioes From 1he Ahadesan bondes 1awn o
Limtali. & brosadova frain sint 1 the résmun
repor ted 10 have been machine-gunned, killing a
PorTuiuase Ary cApCaln on baard,

This operatian marks a fg seep forward |0 1ha
Jibratson sTrdggle againet Fortuguis colonislism,
sl will sled have 8 consigersble impact on e
Anedesian regeme. Thousands of white RRadesian
s 1his i b rravel o the port ol Baire, which

is alio g popeler holiday resort,
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¥ millions of workers are squaring op
o the Tory Government in the fight
sgminsi Phase 3 and tens of millions more
are being dispatched by Heath & Co, fur 2
two-dny & week holidawen the dole quene.
In the debate an how to deal with this new
atinck the past experience of the workers’
movement in ity struggle against capitalisi
ehans rude can allow s to subject various
plass and theories (o the soondest test of
all - that of practical expecience,

Thai bn'why the lasi two msees of Red Weekly
Bave booked in some dotail at an mpartani
g of Brivishy working chass history — the
weam from 1918 to 1921, when the strugples
ol e workers' movement were dominated by
g pomeriil Triple Industrisd Alliance of

B pailway workers, miners, gl transpor
WO

Misy changes have taken place in capitslsm
Setwern e 19200 and 1970, The ecopomic
Beosoen afber World War 1] was on a far larger
e el Leted much longer than eny of s
pmdecesmon. Bul jost a5 the most drexsed up
ool femains 31 hesrt .:12]-::-5__ sr Bril=h
aecwty conlinues (o [allowithe [undamentul
Srwn of capitalism. The boom is over, and

e Brisk rubing class once agoin finds itself
= o partsoulariy disadvantageous econoinie
Peian in a cres-ridden world sconomy
Bant mim 1920 it has one solution - atlack the
gmas won by the working class in a more

P FOu Tl Once again a showdown with
B worken” movemeni is on the cands.

B il big hattles are preceded by smaller

concessions o the miners and the imposttion
of the 3-day week —supgests that the Tories
ey have decided to make [P 74 their vemsion
of Llowd George®s 1921, This makes [ all the
more urgent for us 1o study and upderstand
the experience of the Tnple Alliance.

Power of the

Triple Alliance

| e mos] sinkmg feature of thie body was
its tremendous power. 11 certaimly puls fo
shame Those frads union leaders who 107 to
sguirm off the kook by drguing thid [ he
major uniong ane po werless .,'gajj-il_ Fae
Covernment. and that only the TUC cun lead
sifective nction, When the TUC and the
Laboiur Parly teiled o act in 1908 the Triple
Alllance proved that it could maks ond break
Cevvernment podicy by itself, if neceszary.

Moreowar, the slruggles of These veam shows

ithe tremendous willingness of the rank wnd-

Ml i ught, Time and again it was the insis-
tence of the rank-and-file on solickarily that
piilled the fat out of the fire—dwring the 1418
rail strike and the 1920 coal strike, for example.
Then, as now, the fechle birsauceats” axcuse
ihsat they cannol act because their members
would not follow wes & treacherous slander,

Al the same tlime, the workers™ movemaent
remiined frapped in a contradiction that
pi.'l:Bi.ﬁ‘-H to thas very day - on the one hand,
the tremendous strength of it8- organisations
and the combativity of the rankand-fils,

of the other, the rilhlessly pro-capitakist
mature af the rode unicn leadership and the

asin 1919, it meant selling the miners down
the river,

From the very beginning the Triple Alliance
was caught in the dilemme of being a powerful
imstrismend For *ditect action” which couned
amrong its leaders the mosl dedicated enemizs
of the direct expression of working clas might
im the land. O course, like all bureancrats,
Thomas was crafty: if be had just walked ol
of the Triple Alliance his influence would have
bean weakened and opposition within the KUR
to his policies would have been stimulaced,
[natead he stayed, taking a deft “l&ft tum’
whenever necessary, to carry out his fondarmen-
tal role of wrecking and destroving working
class unity

Bul the lefi-wing leaders of the Triple Alliance

Tha sallspss of tha Triple Alliance masnt that the ruling cles was shie 10 impose savige Unamphoy ment despite militant demenstrations like tha ane stove

shirmishes a5 the opposing sides jockey for
pesition and tactical advantage, Many of the
struggles that fook plice between 1918 and
1921 had this character, us hove some of the
recent stroggles in which the British working
clma has engeged: over the Indusirial Relations
Act, the Pentonville 5, the 1971 minen® sirike,
ihe NIRC fines, Phaae 2, and, cucrently, the
Ehrewabury sentences. The line of the Govern-
menl over Phase 3—ils refusal to make any

Fad Weskly 11 Jonuary 1874 FPage B

political backwardosss of the movement as
o whole,

Thue it was thal a wretched 1oady ke J.H,
Thomas could hold on fo the leadership of
the Mational Undon of Reilwey men and
disorient the entire working das movemeni
with his exhortations on the need fo rejec
‘unconstilubional’ action and stick Lo the
rules of Pariamentary “‘democracy’ even if,

= A HEn MU

Frit e b F i Hehic i

LESSON
OF THE
TRIPLE
ALLIANC

-men like Emest Bevin and the mimers' leaders
were in ao position to undermine Thomas®
infhience, becanse they did nor fondamentally
digagres with him. They were more prepared
lhan he io wse their industriol power for limioed
ohiectives—to olier a partieular Governmenl
palicy or win econamlc demends~huat they
wete equally refuctant to challenge the power
of the Crovernment g5'a whele— o thresten its
right to povern. Thus when Thomas condemmned
the thigat of ganeral strike sction as s challe nge
to the Government and Parliament, rather than
replying "Thal it is—and that is how we can beat
advance the interests of the working class', the
lefis” hung their heads and toed 1o deny that
any sueh challengs way intended,

Mor s the situation any different with todav's

The
Hamburg
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THE STATE

ift-wingers, The Governmeat and the capifal-
isl press accuse the trade unions of challenging
the Gavernment, How many lefl-wing trade
unicn leaders have been prépared to Btand up
and zay that this accusation is tree, and that
the full power of the trade union movemeni
aught 0o be used to bring down this anti-
working class Government?

The ‘lefl” bureadcrals may ke able to record
cortmin successed &5 |ong s the Crovernmeni

& prepared 10 moke concessions on Lndividual
msted. B a8 spom & the Governmeni

stands form, the 'left's" militancy explodes
like & ballaa af the frst prick of 8 pin. For

if you are not prepared to challenge the righl
al the Grovernment (o povern, then what can
vou do if that Government refases 1o make
any concessons on B partcular policy and
proclaims itz ntention 1o fight looth-and-nail?

The right have a clear gnewer: abandon the
folly of ‘unconstitufional’ action and put all
your faith in *political acton® (ie leaflets ang
electionsk The “left! cin only mim around in
circles until they get dizzy. Thus i & that
when the cranch comes, the phony “left”
adways concedes leadership to the rght, as
in 1921 when Bevin gave way (o Thomas.

Rank-and-file unity

The fundamental answer to the fdght-wing
domination of the workers” movement is not,
then, the slection of "left’ bureancrals, bul the
creation of genuine instruments of rank-and-
file control over the strugple. This was the
brasie weakness of the Triple Allinnce—it was
simply an alliance of the union bureaucracies,

bt the lefts' [ike Hugh Scanlon and . . .
with no effective wnity at the base of the unions
involved. Thus the rankand-fle had {o waich
the bureancrats juggling with their fate, without
any way of making their own Teelings tell, When
the “left” apchitects of the Alliance ran out of
Steam and passed leadership over to the :rijJt
thers was nothing the rankand-file could do,

Under such circumstances, there was [ittle that
even the most sincere ettt leader could do,

faced with the confusion and treachery that
pormeated the union bureavcracies. This was
the ragedy of Robert Williams, President of

the Transport Workers Federation. A revelution-
ary socialist of long standing, a Fervent advocate
of the direct exerciss of the industrial power of
the working clas for political ends, md a
member of the Communist Party, Willkzms

faced a desperate choeaee on “Blisck Fridoy'—to
vole for stnke action 1o the face of MUR oppos-
thhon, action which was bound to be partial and
thensfone posed proat danwens for his wnion, or

Loy mdn sin buresticratic ‘solidarity” st the coat of

betraying the miness. He chese the latter course.

The Communist Party oxpelle:d Tam for his
complivity and he began a righrward drife,
despening despair and eveniuwal suscide ending
1he process only alter he had crossed bevand
the fringes of the workers' mosemenl in pus-
<iil ol his new masters—Ramsey MacDonald
and I.H.Thoinas.

Hlovee different thinpsmight have been if the
Trigle Alliasnce had sunk déep ropis inln the
rankmnd-file, creating local joint codnmitoees
of railmen, tmnsport workers, and miners. The
arcticifaisam that haunted the Alliance cewld
been overcomme and [he shelity of Thomas to
ugs the NUR members like pawns in his
trezcherous game would Gave beon prearly
weakened, BEven if the Triple Alliance leaders
had tred o repest the teeachery of “Block
Friday’, the rankand-file would have had the
mieans to organlse solidurily independantly
of the bureawcrats. It would have been
posaibke for someone ke Williame to’ call

for such action and to set shoul the task of
orgenising national coordination of the
rank-and-file bodies to replace the bankrupl
shell of The Triple Alliance sxecufives.

o matter whal turns the bursaucrazy or
seclions of the burcaucracy may take today

we must rementber this: the only way 1o keep
the movemeént on course is for the rank -and-file
to take a firm grip on the steeclng wheel, and
to prepare Lo slep inlo the drivers’ seat, if

Back Jones today provide nao real altermatie

necessury, Biected strike committess whemsver
strikes or ocoupations are launched, snd joint
committees of miners, rail drivers, and engineers
to plan conrdingted locsl straggles, are bath
witys of carrying this into pructios. With the
decision of the Govermment tonake the whale
wirking clis carry the burdens of the fight
ovier Plase 3, an wegent and practical necessily
18 For Councils of Action in every area. Such
Tndies, bringing logether the entire local labour
otovement, can coordinate fhe resistanceg o the
Tory lockout and prepare for an offensive to
srash Phase 3 and bring the Tory Government
tumbling down, no matier what codrse the
bureavcrals tny 1o punae,

Brian Slocock
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ment. P sy wis Lo be deciddd by d
me= ling ol 1he fwo councils

1 & days snrlier, o d NMovember, Lhe

' p B oty povernment had offered to

belvween e Tevadultonary bhodics
i Riary'compuander ol e cily, Sis
it U= mew Pregdmam resalved to

dsinive e old bourgeois city govermm=n|
and evicl the Senale smd fhe Chimber foom
e Hall After a sirugple |ssdmg onky »
W days, the-working clas sstoblahed i
L over the city, and the repesilye
il Loy ruking cliss dligimis Emted
Ete of 1he cpitabisis of Hamboig now
pended on 00 tungs e revolabonsry
of the |leaders of the Watkersy' and
dien Counctls

The

Saring Che Wwar, a el wing-ol the German
sncial- Bemoorbic Party [SPDY had cmerped
ppesiticn bo the piosmmperiatisl pobicies

Lht 5P leademship By late 1918 Salthorigh
the 5P Dhwwes 2tilf the brgesi working olas
party im Germany, L oty of the working
lasa b Hambuog had geiiched el suppoiia
e dell wing Break dwuy | e Independent
socisl Democrate (USPEN, dad by Laufertary
LE waks he who propised the dssolotion of the

il o peods ity povernment of Heotburg

wid became Lhamrman of the Fressdium

Bourgeoisie regroups

But Laufenbergs leadership of the Prosidinm
Ilec-uh] Eilw briresn
racy Wik nobsmiashed . and the fovers o
evomamiic and Anancial power i0 Tlomborg
were nnl Llken ool -of the hands of chié
merpsolasel Weny som, the Workers Connoil
ik ie shoriams of Tunds; makine
N fiunistraron of the ol Jitficult. The
frourgecisia seized their opportugi by, Wisburg
i [Cpyige LIA T GF e Gitys h.lr"!"!_'.' HUCTCERT,
Ml fed Brwnlenbere ol The City Hall and made
Wim o proposition Funde coulid he provided
saplabivzdd the gecvinl Whrharp, bor Hei: Lanteq-
Peep fodrge s undermland the aisd Ta
Maks S00E fe-ag e aeshire in-petorg

I rees Lnblisk chie ol d Gl Geiveraugiaml

Lir i

Lo lanberg apresd —niz dogt
PLoblzm wad modicy - Fle reis
il o exaraprnile the bonks woild-create

ihirminisitative dizniption: and Lheta resus-

VLTt

cred-bovsors guseriment woald Re gaite

o - i 1 CNTL
e [ R ]

Ll e - A

e Senats besaie an rgiis g e hre Iy
e cindnter-sevoialiom . Foochermose an
ool visane Copaal-sat o p e Wit

e

oo by Hathbdee blsisescmisn, ton

the wity s finmmees. The Workers" and Soldiens’
fesimoiln ward mvien o velo podker over Lhe
decisions of ¢he Adawisory Counod, But, n he
circlmminnces, ek wud o ilep backwnridl The
capitalists were catirolic 81 the meeey of e
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For more then eight monts now (and with noe
end in sight} the Amertcan public hos been
mumbed by o tomrent of explosve revelations
conoering the political bebhaviowr of President
MNixon and his associntes,

The bulk of the it press, unable (o compete
wilh the muckraking scoops of papers like the
Wesfunmgion Post, has descended fo p.:*:puliat
westoldyou-so moralising about how cormpt
the American syatem is, While this is certainly
true, it doesn't exploin the crss, which is
miuch more than 3 momentary femgest in

2 teapoi dome.

Warergate is the outer face of a thoroughgoing
crdis of the enlire Amencan political system.
lis continuing trauma for the ruling class s that
it won't po away. This is because Watergate
calighl Nixon and his cohorts in the midst of
a major ovechan] of the executive branch of
the state. Minus the authoriily of the old strue
tupes; and with new ones not vet in place, the
crisis festers on centm siage as a rotling corpse
in the absence of any political force capable
of deapging it off

Impzachment, which is by now a popular
remady, appears 1o be the only way o dispense
with the mess, but at present Congress lucks the
mrugcle wnd stomath for dethroning King Bich-
ard. If Comgress s forced to make o serioms
attemplat impeachment, and Nixon subverts
tleeie pffort or refuses 1o go, an unprecedenied
political stalemate could develop, Bowrgeods
democracies indeed ane never as stible as they
ApPear.

HISTORICAL ORIGINS

American pofitics bave been complicaied
hastatizally by the size and socio-economic
diversiey af the Unites] States and bw its
peculiar historicsl origine a3 a federation

of local poditical unils, some based on com-
mercial and ind ustrial capitalism, soome on
pciry-hc-u:wm’s dpncuttiral production, and
some on chatiel=slave plantation agricultuse.
This complexity has bedn seinforced since the
Civil War by the hlick question, the presence
of @ lapge Chicano nationality in the South-
wend, and the ethnic differenciation of Lhe
trban [.u:p-ula bt vesiting Urom the suscessive
waves nf Fu raxprean Ll mors recently Latin
American }immipration.

The major consegquence ol thess fcions for the
uucgsnis politicn) system s the historical ah-
sence of slaciplioed and politeally homegenous
party formations on-n faconal scale, The
Depnocratic and Hepublicen packies are nor
reully ‘parties” atall in the sense st the Berm
i5 understeod 10 other bourgeois dem oaracies.
Father they are looae crgansatioaal shells
witheh provide the hass nadionably for the
gathering of politizol bloca aivd alliances
Glnl‘:.l':ll:.'.l'lg ilcnerals, olten diverse Torces

The adaptuble, sbeamtive character ol the
American Dwo-pisTy syelem has Been an impos-
tamt fachor in the inokility of any other politisil
fotmations, especially thase of the warking
clags, toapquire a permanent mass huse,
BROAD ALLIANCES

The deminant pany ke traditionally been the
sme which could assembl: the bioadest possible
alliznoe af pubibical forces, The Arsk great ' bloc-
builder’ ey Andree Jackson, whia ta s early
| £50's managed to bang togeiher the North
sasiern predelariot and the Westem apracidn
petiv-bourpe cisic uhder the begemony of the
Southera slave-owners in opposition 1o the
Marth-eastorn boungrobie, Lincoln's greal
palitiznd feat was the deatrudtoen of he
Jacksonwn coalition by breaking the slave-
owreth' prip on the workers and small Barmers
through the eszation of the Repehlican Party.
which also beld the Joyabiy of the ‘smancipated’
Blacks for decades after the Cevil War

From the carky 1930% wntil 1968 Democratic
Brourge s politics were dominated by the hloc
structursd by Frapklin Rogsevall, The hasic
components ol this blac were: the lihernl wing
of e big bourgecisie and the intellectual and
professiongl peity-bolrgeoizie; the crade union
bureadcracy, which was consistently abke 1o
defiver the electomal support of the arganised
prodefariat and which provided indigpensable
organisational auppocn: the wikan politdcal
mackiogs, largly based [ Europesn immigrant
s tics ; the vast nuajoniy of black people;
and finally the “Diciectats’ reacticnary Sauth-
ern - polilizizns.

POLITICAL ORIENTATION

The political artentation al this conlition had
tweeelements:a 'libeenl’ domestic palicy (e
masaive uee of etate expendilure 1o alleviace
accial problems); and an agpresstve ‘ntesvention-
ist” fopeign policy. World War 11, the Koreun and
Wicinamese wars, and the Bay of Pigs and
Dominican invasions all took place under
Democratic adminietralicns, In zonjunctian
with the expension of American ¢conomie
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and melilary power duing Waorld War 11 and
the extended post-war econamic prosperity,
thes formula wos a smicesssful one for 3 chird
nfw centuny. The Demacrats have conlrolied
Congresa for decades, and the only Republican
Presudeni helween [932 and 1968 was

Eisenh ower,

The material basis [or the inbernal potitical
cquilibrivm of the US begun to disintegrate
during the 1960, however. The two immediils
caases were (he inability of US imperalism to
crush the YVietnamese revolution and the revolt
of the oppressed black populstion. These co-
inclded during the late 1960% with 2 progresive
deterioration of Amencan predominance in 1he
wiorld econcmy.

Under these cenirfugal Forces, the Democratic
coali fvoin began (o break up. The attempls of
the Eennedy and Johnson adotinEteations to
defuse black radicalism throwgh civil rights and
welfars legialation proveked a nfl betwesn the
hourpe nis-libenil Demoeratic leadership and
the Dwxicereds, and did not eliminate the “hlack
problem’, The black strapgles and the war
provoked aserious ideciopical crises through-
o3t American socety, and lad 1o mass radicaliza-
tion among white youth and seclions of the
peity howrgeodsie, As well, there waa consider-
able hostility vo the war within the working
clusy, while a hroagd layer of white suburban
middie Americans, reacting against Ehis manss
dismend, deifted righd.

CRISIS FOR DEMOCRATS

The sim Lotal of these factors was a seTipus
crsgs in the Democntie Parly, An insu rgent
radical-liberal current, largely based in the
yuulh and te blacks, polarsed aroumd
MoCurihy and Bobby Kennedy, Johnson was
forced to step down. Wallace, capiralising on
the gull which hal opened between Southorn
reaction and Democratic liberalism, posed Lhe

ALRGHTIZ BOHAALER - DOKALL: EEIR

The crumbling edifice

STRONG STATE —

threal of a mass thicd party of peliy-Bourgeals
reaction. In the end, Hubert Humphbrey, a
mEd'iﬂL‘:lE and noailriclive resnnant From {he
1950 received the Dr_em-m:ra tic presidential
monination only because ol a vigorous inler-
vention on his behalf by the AFL-CIO trade
wnion leadership,

Nlxoar was able to win the 1968 election
larpely because of the disindegmtion of the
Democratic coalitlon rather than any coherent
programmatc alternative of his own. The
Republican campaign was based om an overt
appeal to the most reactionary santiments of
the white middle class and sections of the
working class. For the Tl time since 1931,
the Republicans were able to penetrate the
Bouth electorally, Wallace primarily look voles
away from the Democrats rather than the
Republicuns,

NEW POLICIES

FIH_WI.'-I:IL L96E angd 1972 Nixon evolved an
cnlirely new political orentation for 1Y
capitalien, both al home and abroad, His
foreign policy was based on g Tecagnition of

the new reslity- America’s abealute dominance

owar che cipitalist world was at an end, Thus
the US's military profile in'the neo-colonial
world was lowered, pround troops were with-
drawn from Vietnam, and increaslngly sub-
imperalist powensand mercenary armiss
were propped wp in each of the world's hot
spords (Bruzil, Indés, Porfupuese Africa, lsrael,
. F. Asia) 5% g preferable substiiuds for direct
Arirican intervention.

On the diplomatic front Bixon Cvin Kisinger)
moved Lo mmplement & delente with the Soviei
Umion and recogrive China, while taking a
tough stance with the imperialisc allies Lo fonce
them to foof mare of the bill for the callective
preservation of their mulual word system,

]
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Postar publizshed in the Linited States by 'The Commites to De-slect the Prasident’

Domestically, Mixon recognised the snfavour-
able realities of the UB's economy, resuliing
from Lthe massive amd inflafionsry expenditunes
af the Yetnam War and the new rise of Jopan
and the EEC lo competilive equality in world
mark=is, In the face of this, be qut social expen-
diture by liquidating the Gread Socely prog-
rammmes of the Johnson era, in favear of a
heavier state regulation of wages and prces

via his Mew FEoonomic Polley inaugurated in
1971,

BROAD REGROUFPMENT

The pepecal goals of Mixen's domestic and
forelgn policy were geared to making the best
of Amercan capitalism’s rocky condition at
home and its diminighed position inlemational -
ly. Asa result, he manaped toeffect a broad
political regroapiment arcaind his progrommes
sufficient Lo give him the largest electoral
majonty in the history of the nation. He broke
lhe Southern rexclion away from the Demoo-
ratic Parly nodionaily by being sufficientty
tough on law and order to prevent a thivd
pasty of the right from arizsing. He thereby
neutralised the threat posed by Wallace to his
Southarn siralegy,

By wooing Fitrslmimons of the Teamsters
union outside the AFL-CIO, and 'im-‘ra.LEng
Brenoan {a key member of Meany's AFLACI0
lendershipp as Seceotary of Labour, Nixon
succesded in sphitking the trade union bireaac
racy from the Democradic Party for the fissc
time in decades, This enabled him g strenpihen
hiz electoral base in the white working cass,
Perhaps most impormntly of all, Nixon wan
the begrudging support of all major sectors

of the big bourgaodsie in the face 'of the
Democratic Party's selection of dGeompgs
MeGove m as [y presidential candidate,

MoGovern's nomiation becams the focus

for the watting political energies of the hite

Gi%s cadicabaation, and (he resulf was to hasten
thi qlif fusion ‘of these energics and Lhe disin
legrabicn of their socal base. MeGovern
represented the lemporany defoult of the
Democrars 25 a boma Nide opiion for the

big bourgealsie, and consequently they bad oo
choics but to defect, us they did in large - nume
hems, uoder the sannor of 'Democrats for Mixon'.

And 5o, o the [972 elecnons, Mixon pulled off
a massive political regroupmend, bal he did 50
warhout willising the Repaibiican Party ok iz

e a il form, On the contrary, Mixon
repronped thess forces, not around the Party,
ot arsund 4 congressional alllance (Fear tha
Democrats held their majority in Congress},
bt directly arownd dhe executive wing of the
s e (el

SETRUCTURES BYPASSED

It was the amosphows, floid character of the
Arnerlean beo-parly svstam thal allowed ihis
regroupmant o tetnly bypass the orpanised
atructures of the Republican Party anl clusber
directhy around the €dfice of the Presidend
itaell. Ohee clear indicalion thal this process
wis well under way By 1972 was that Nixon
csrablizshed the Commitles (o Be-dlect the
Presdent to raise funds, strategse and orpanise
bis campaign, therehy leaving the Republicen
tationnl Commniities: high and dry.

This mewe, combined with the collapse of the
Democeatic Party, shifted the arens of bouigenis
poditics nulside of the Congressional forum,
beyvond the reach of sither party; and comoen |-
riled it in the White Flouse, The eifect of this
wag [o by pase the teadineaal locations buill

intc the American political system where elec:
ted poditical regresencatives aid stale bureaac-
rais hammer oul policyin o bard-nosed @ve-and
take fashion,

These tradmicnal locations of the political
syatem are points of contact where (he gowvern-
ment af the day and the permanent pgencies
of the state mect to detennine policy, They are
thus crucial mierfaces in ensuring the stahilicy
of bowrgenis democrocies, Stats burcancrars
must emain sufficwently dexible and non-
pariigan 1o be able to work with whichever
party is currently in power. The state must be
uble to gbacr the conflictiig pusies and pualls
of coatending tnterests within the bowrgeoisie
im arder 1o remain an instmament working on
behall of the nuling <1355 a5 o whole,



Flashback to 1970, Demonsiralion a1 an &rmy depot & Penrsyivanis, whers draft resisters ard veterans carried a paffin Wr'f-!i"ir'l}_""""ﬂ"ﬂ‘ﬂ‘fdfiﬂ *_3'1:'!-
eredit cards, sourt subposnas, snd arrest citations , . . The Bled siruggles and the Vietnam war provokied a sris deologkoal orisis throughout Amarisan
socinty, and ld 1o mass radiclisation among white youth and saotions of the peny bowgeatsla,”

‘The stability of the strong state is dependent upon a president

who remains above contending factions of the bourgeoisie
and rules in the interests of capital as a whole. ..

When Mixon by passed the House and the
Senate, where (he various political blocs and
lobbies have traditbonally contended for
polditical favour, he made the White House
itself the aole affectve nterface helween his
regrouped political interests and state power
This inevitably meant that the power-breking
conducted on behalf of ITT, the Milk Lobhy,
the Teamsters and Junmy Hoffa, ete, which
have always been o normal part of American
politics; became the exclusive prerogative
of the President™s Office. When small leaks
occurred and mistakes were made, and curons
meparters began Lo lollow up leads, Nixon
reacied by withdrawing and surrounding
bumisell with ades who cuf off channels of
communication with other bogies of govern
menl amd with the Kepublican Party machine
and conducized more and moze of the power-
broking themselves

It is to this that the bourgems press refers

when they talk constantly ‘of Nixon's ‘isalation®,
Without the Republican Party a5 a channel and
mediator of prosaume from various secions of the
bourgenisie, the poditically partisan exercise of
slile power by Wixon and Co. became naked
and direct, The necessary |leewsay reguired by
the State o order Lo Tupction on belall of

the bourgeois clas as 8 wholes was eliminated,

The remarkably crude appearance of the deats
Mixon made on behall of various corporale
meerests is 0 resull of their direct nabure. With

past presidents, these polittesl faveurs were
handled throaph Party channels and kept al
arm's length to protect the President, Mot 5o
wilh Mixon. Without using the Party as s huffer
he would ofien phone (he head of 2 State
department and order him explicithy to "drop
the ITT case’ or whatever, It was anly a matter
of time before this lypa of direct powerbroking
would backfire,

STRONG STATE

Of course, thers can be a rationale for conceni-
rating political power in the executive. s effici-
ency, spead, and directness can often work to
ihe advantage of the nation's bourgeoisie, This
girong state formula of political rule 8 often a
sujtahie accompaniment to the economic con-
centration and centralisation of capital on a
national scole. De Gaulle’s regime in France
wiis 3 case siudy in the exercise of efficient
execilive poswer, while the French Pariament
was relegated to mibberstamping bis decrees,

But the strong statd hasits dangers. 1is stabality
is-dependent upon a President who remains
above contending factions of the boumpgeoise
und rules in Che intecests of national capital as
a whole, While De Gaulls was able to do this,
Wixon abvimisly s nol. Nizon isa merowly
parcisan politivian who eses the stale sgainst his
buurgzces gremies, This s precisely why the
revelations of "Watergate were pobitical dynamite,
feacturing his prand political regroupmenl inlo
sgquabbling pheces. Mixon 8 now ol one short

year after his unprecedented electoral teiumph,
davaid of support from any significont sector
of the ruling class.

GLOBAL CONTEXT

The implications of Mikon's domestic isclation
at this Lime are deen when this crisis Is sbtuated
within the world political context. [t i clear
thet the class strugele 8 intensifying on & global
seabe and the stability of world political align-
ments are extremely fragle. [n the lost two
months open cass war hos broken out in Chile
and civil war & imminent in Acgentina and
posgible in Spain, Thailand and Greece have

seen sitdent explosions which obtmined workang

class gupport and forced aliecatons in both
regimes. The Vietnomese ceasefire i collapsing
and in Cambodia the Lon Mol regime hangs on
to povwer by a thread. The Middle East came
clode to burying the Soviet-U5 detenle, and
Mixon felt compelled to flex his naclear Urigger
finger in o show of strength. Under the pressure
af 1he Arab cil emibargo inter-imperiilist rivalry
lsas reacked & new height, ax EEC countries and
Jipan bave bath differentioted themselves
stromgy fTrom US policy in the Middle East,

The upshot of this heighened plobal furmaoil
for Richard Nixan is thal hes exlreme doamestic
wodknesa cuts his inrernetional authority looa
rew fow, [0 Mole]

WALLY SECCOMBE

BRET SMILEY

‘... Nixon is a narrowly partisan politician who uses the state
against his bourgeois enemies’

WHAT’S ON

WINCHESTER PRISONERS: Picket Irish
Embassy, 8 pm Friday 11 January oo chrmaad
Fres Brate supgort Tor their répatirstion; pickst
Wormwsood Scrubs grigon, I prn Sunday 20
Aruaey, marching from rally ar Spes kars Coenar
AT 2.3} prn 19 Heeme OFfioe in Whitehall . Furthor
nfarmatan Lﬁzan MecOerrant 01-863 1672, or
Bol Pirdie 01-B37 G064,

CRITIQUE" SEMINAR: Jon Kaven aa "The Lagcy
ot Crechos vwakia’, Friday VB Janusry, 7.30 pm in
Aowm 5175, &t Clemants Building, LSE,

LONDON AED FORLIMS: New series bogiae This

Tucsday 15 Janaary, Zpmin rhs Garers! Pician

i b, Cadedonian Road, § ming Kings % tubs, Thiz
ek What is | mperialism’,

“EAMITY, MADMNESS & THE FAMILY":

Mlari hwaoad, Harrow and Buislp Sacidi
Woman Sroup Tarum, Manday 14 Janaary sl
E prr &t Bapiist Church, Codege Agad, Harraw,
Ear further informaeen, phane Sue at 01-B33
Z20d.

AGAINST RACIEA B FASCISM: Area cargusign
1Kings1an: Hichasand Twicrenhami paiolic mestm,
Spepkers: Wike Coday ITASS!, Siswan Hawe,

Jdnim= Binasier (Kingstan LM, Stews Lyneh (GEA,
Surbitan Ssspmbly Rodgrrs 06 mias Trom Surbiron
sratianl. 745 pen, Fricay T8 January.

'THE POST-WAR WaR": Slide show telling haw
Amd zn invalvement 0 Yieginam has chapced
oef Lhelast vear Monday 21 Jansary ar 7,30 pun
in Aoam 1008, 5t Cenwis Bailding - Lardan
Eenpal of Bsanomics, Houghlon Sfreel, Orpanised
by 1512,

MOTTINGHAM RED CLRCLES: W B prging
sering al dhacumiors bessd oo the galitics of

the Fourth Intermational. By 2nd amed 4th
Tuesday on the math ar B e iy e Lion Hodel,
Clumbser 51,

TARIG ALl o 'The Way Faorvesed for the Warking
Zass”, Wedneeday 16 Jnary ar 2,30 pmin
Totrenham Cammunily Canire, BZE Tamenham

Hogth Faad leweenn Bruce Goee arel Lordship
Lanel.

BENGAL! FRIENDS in Eurmipa ang eeiiafdirg,
{ar Benali books 2nd Laray {Trots kyes: paper|
canmer Beagal - Mullvaden, Boe 373704, 10065
Stockholm, Seeixlan,

“THE 1RISH TRAGE DY : Scotland”s Drisgraoe’.
FamustinTt by John Macbean reprinted by Gertral
Ladee SN0 v eganjunctiom with Troogs Cloar
fdergemeand, Aeaifatle price 130 plas pip frem

ON CONNOLLY,
ASSASSINATION
AND

INTERNMENT

JAMES CONNOLLY : SELECTED WRITINGS
Ed. P, Berresford Ellis (Penguin, S0p) and
JAMES CONNOLLY': SELECTED POLITICAL
WRITINGS Ed, Edwards & Ranzomi { Jonithan
Cape, Writings of the Loft series, £1.25p:

With tha resargence af the Irish revalution, mrch
oritical appreciation has centrad o0 The granmert of
Irelard"s Marxian Tinkers, James Connoliy, who wai
wxacartad by the British afier the Enster Fising in
1HE. tydarurately fus larger war ks ke anly bean
mezilabla is Fragmantod, smalledition parmphilets and
ki elnrtar warks , in easily svailable peparbesk coline
tions, &e therafors vary waicome and should be
deecurad eagerly by all sooialists wisfiewg To under
stand the complex: problams canfronting revel ution-
dre in Ieeland, u

Oin rhe whole the Pepgain colissrion s tha best varue,
certainty lookad at in finangiml terms. 11 has a mard
Tulry-rouaded introfuction ta Connalsy"slite and
politics ond ends weith an indax af narmes, which fsa
wad amizsion in ihe Sape coilection. Both edllacticns,
'I:-:u.-.ﬂ-.-m_ cortain Wis clasaie "Labour, I‘vl_.-!‘rlnruliw and
Religion' essay, but Tha Capr selection'on ihe whale
pencly 1o stress the strang syadical s strain
SConnally’s war k which cannar be denied.
Berragtard Ellis, mons in tuns with tha irmmssiata
needs of the dass-strugda in lreland, stresses the
probleme of pedision and Cannol by's writings on
sevplut onary warfare and physical force in polichas,
witich iz seally what gives the Penguin collecEon it
eontemporay political gulling Roge

CaRl GARDNER

POLITICAL MURDER IN NORTHERN
IRELAND, by Martin [dllon and Denis
Labane (Penguin Special, 45p)

Dillon and Lakarae, o journalists warking an

The Beifsst Telegraph, describe 1he atsssinations

in the Six Couentieg oear the ast couple af yvears, ond
an the whale it = g baok which shiculd be rapd with
caution, The authoers, baing trained journalists, have
anticipated establ ishment resctian.

The and af the book hes thres chaptars an “The Killers',

*Killers 1] tha 184, lists as sectarian killings the

executions by the Prowol af spes, informecs, a LIDA
mAn caught with a gun in his hand in a Cathalic bl ook
af flats at 3 am ard Thres soldiers who bappered to be
Priatestants,

Killerz 1111, the Prometants, contains much original
documentation an the Orangs Blagk Hundrads
Aspacmnation gangs. This chapter slare makes 1he
book wviorth resding. Killers 1111 acknowssdges some
British Army arsmsinatior—io ba-Rxect, The paes
whigh the British Army bes iisel f sl eedy acknos-
ledged” The suthars admit 1hat the Cathodic com-
mwinity belisve Mot just that tha Britigh Armiy b
biegit ok in The asssesination camgaign, but
that it has been respongible far the bul bk af che failings
an rither side.” But Dillen and Lehar clasam “anly
two deaths aut af twar 200 can ba catgoricaliy laid
al the door of Tha Army’

These differant tindings are sxplaired wvery simply:
v diffasent methods are used Lo &rive 8T ke fBce.
When dealing with the [RA, it is #nough thal some-
tady said, G the Arervy Thanks, or the police ipeliee
and Thareatter cur gallant heroes in &flect demand thar
the ewidence grawe 1ha 1A A innocent. In the case of
thwe Britieh Sy, urdess the Scmy Fes sdmittad that
they shot the parsan concarmag, they are assurmed

BRI, GERY LAWLESS

[NTERNMENT. by John McGulfin

{ Anvil Books, 73p)

Jokin McGuffin's book 15 a surprisingly well-resaarehed
study of tha palicy and the fgcn of iRmrament in
Mosthern breland, 11 is abaolucely essntisl reading tor
2| activigm on the lrish guestion, ard shioold figure on
ewery lefr-wing boakehe,

Hanvitsg saiah this, it is all the more ragmziable that the
mithiar, formedy A leading member of the Faopia's
Damoemacy, could not resist binhy ar@acks on
Irdiwiduals in the antl-imperialist mavar@nt &1t
whoem ha has Gaipea Inothe past, For pmamipse, Sean
Wac Steglan has poented aut Welsn Fimss, 207,23}
that, contrary to the claim made by McGuiTam, e did
ol reoogrisa ™a Free State court, The digs at Seamus
Twsomey and the whiolé refarancs 1o the bombings in
Beltast ar so-czlled ‘Blacdy Fridoy' show 8 trairma-
daia willingaess toaccept the official British side o
thestory, which anabdes The author tochit sypdy at
people he doesn't ke, Bind Tor the recoeed | $ha authar
ot rhig revicw neeer signed oul af the Currsgh, an
logst advice ar sihRriedss,

Thean wntfartunate slips and inaccuracias agart, 1he
infarmation in 1his ook should be used b =i
activists fighting for the ssll-daterminatian af the
Irigh paopie and the end 1o the appression gl
Iretand by British imgerialism, af which internment

in Just Gna aordid symatam.;
GERY LAWLESE
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Engineers’ no-strike decision

There can be o doubt that the decision of the
ALUEW Mational Committes ot o fake sclion
in support of the national pry claim until after
the end of the three-doy week | which means
alier the emd of the miners” struggle, is a sel-
back for the entire working class, I the eng-
incers had added their weight to the struggles
already being conducted by the miners and
railwaymen, there is o good chance that the
bick of the Tory offensive could have been
brrken , along with the Government itsdf,

Instead the Tones huva bean mded i thee
pttermpl frisodote the mrners and takeon the
differont sections of the working cliss separ-
ptely, It isimporiant thut militanis kam e
bezsodre of Thissetback, and at once begin 4
strugpls o reverse it

iheough such a fightl sgsinst Phage 3. The CI°
wus caughl belween Lhe cnormols pressnre
[or an alfensive, on U one kand, and, on Lhe
other, the Tacl thai, for Lhe pumposes of the
‘wnti-monopaly alliance’, they lid to bwikd

up Scanbon a5 someone who wonld fead o fighi
ggainsl the Togies, This utiempl Gosgiare |l
circule wxplatne the vaelllation of the CP line.

First of st they were for withdrowal from the
T talks warh the Cowernmenl, Bul wlhen
Scanlon announieed that he was in favour of
participating in the talks the P, al the
AUEW MNatlonal Commilice durning the

s mmer, wus prepancd o wilhidraw a resqol-
i aEainsl participation. [© was only when
o beer militonls refused 1o suppnrl Chem Uhal
they redurned Lo ther ongnul polcy . which
wirs [hen passed by The habosal Comoitiee.

‘A huge headline in the Morning Star
said “Engineers Decide Action on Pay ™.

What a comment on a decision
to do nothing until after
the outcome of the miners’ struggle I’

Scanlon was clecied To the Presedency of che
AELT a5 o "feft” who, in coinlrast with his widch
henting fredocesadar Caman, would allow [l
rapk-ond-fiks Lo pot on with the sthupgle. But
Scamdon has pover takeir & elear national lead
i any dhispule excepl i Those cases when, gs
it Food's, e sle pped inon the side of the
matiapomenl, A dlassic example of Scison’s
taclics wus i the 1972 pay claim when,
isenild ol 8 natomal stopprege, of waa el fo
the midavidual aress 1o ke weddon, The resall
wiis imewiintle. Fuced wath 2 co-ordinated
neliimal pulicy by (he #nplnconing employers
those individuil groups of workers who did
go inboe strugple, for example o Munchesiv
were spverely defeaied

Wik faers i the AUEW should nmke wse of
Sanlon’s willingness 1o led the rank-and-lje
take local imitatiees, Cerlamly thev shwoulid
gvoid cquating Seanlen with Bovd or (e
mpht in the AUEW. Bul they sholld anddr-
aland. and car ||'-.|i|1_1 dpninat, Seanton s refusal
i bend mational slmggles ol 2 oo wihen [he
gittintica deiands such action,

Ihiz &5 the polivy which Lhe Intermalional
Marxisl Group has abwass udvoceted o ielation
1o Scanlon. It mesans violing for The supporien
of Scamlon agaimst U reght, 2nd using the
dechiong uf the Exsvutive toinituie loeal
ation — for exampie ulthe Deme of e MR
fotes cn the Uaicn. Bul it ulso means condin
ually demanding that the Esecilive bl

give o ebear lead onoauch questions as adion
apiret Ehe M RE Flses, aod for a natisnal
sirike. A rewoliuticanary |:.|:|:_|.;:-' ITURE SLaTl

frorh dhi meeds of The sirugebe, over £ il

runs inte canthel with the wpion k1"

Thas decasion was circumvenied by the
holding of the talks through the National
Eeongimic Develapngent Coanndil, sinee
Scanbom is on The TUC delepilion 1o Lhe
NEDC talks, Banl the CF hes made no real
crtlicism ol kis pacbicipalioo in hese falks
with 1he Govermmaenl:

Scanton has mode clear His opposifion toow
mutional sinke for U Engineers pay claim

all kough, as many milifanis Enow, ondy a

v Lol steike v win the obalm o Jull. The
CF b rgain fonnd flsellin g tmp, and 15
podiey has depended oo the balanes of Foseo
ol any parbizular meeling.

AL L heFrgineering Faice conlvrence, which
wus afliended by Sconkon, they seds faovad
wilth a resolidion culling G0 national 4 nke
which had fug sepport; bl which Seandon
|_:|'\l|||:\.;,'d_

Al e meetmp wéuned of losing Hioir o,
the CF vided for o natinal sirike. AL the hably
of the tadks with D he emplogers, held only twin
wewks later, the O reversod This pekic y smd
simply called For suppor Tor the posiiton of
the BExeerive aind Scanlon. The only Linng
which remaiped congtant in the CPs posiiion
wdd (s albempl Lo fid o Borm ol aclloh
which weoule allow il Fooappear mililael o
the eyes of thelr suppofier-wiile ot the same
L avesching 8 hreak wilh-Scssloar and the
ALBY §elus.

Thie proliey which was sapposed voo il this Ritl
wid i makiomnd overtime ban. The ‘efl’ wiasg
preparad lo meeepd Chis, sonce il conld oniy

b imposed Locally, and the O begin (o mok-
ihge ks frces: A& lorge conierence of enpinears

‘The only way in which the engineers
can be sure of victory
IS to make sure the miners win’

Lhe Cimnenomsl Paste s altilude 1o Scantor

has been guite differcnt, Hiding behing the

facd 1hat Scanlon is nol the saimes as Lhe riend,
the CF have eoverdd ap Dar Uhe Tilse policies

&1 Scanbon on nietiomal acsons. This has seen
e wven where, a5 i0 the cuse of the pay claim,
Scanlon's poliviés ae cleardy in contlict with
the needs of the siruggle,

Througioul the sufeme the CF, in the Maraiog
Srar and i pabbic mectiaps up asd down (he
couniry, eallid Tor a wages affensive, Thow
kiscrw thatl very larpe numbers of miitants whi
penerally-think of the CPas a highting ureun
ishiion alau supporl such an offensive. Howover
b trade unicon leademsbips lncuding Scanlon,
tmve reeieted The prcasures noeded to camy
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ing eomwenors in Munchester, initidoed b el
LT, wis tio baundh the & s Lo g nationl

WERTlinie bulit

Blughi frosiy phe slart lus wus & poleat sy ilis
wsd roas police whicl woobd kaw fiioned: props
ol cngineeniig wor kom ngonst vach othar dee
fo Phe diflerend wawe struciares watlne Lhe
iduiEtey . Bl o s e abaolaivly raficiions
e the Gowvgrmnuen Iomgosd locieomat. Huow
LAl Yol s i oeerbines ban cacien v
iresalrsndy aaly o working Dhree dovs aowee k'

Hizwwvwer Hhae O1F wan slibhpwiblzoe. ecause
el B gl leamee with Sconlon, lavgn For Lhe

obvions podivy ol a mabio | skike and an

albianue wilti the oplimers, AlL L coikiene o
cuild do was to pads d resolidion sallinge on

ik

s
e
Fo

e T

Hugh Smnion {righe] and Jim Comway immadiaialy alnee ke Thursddy's masting .

threatens anti-Tory offensive

T
. 'Hidirg behand the fact

that Scenkon & mat ol the right, the CP has coversd up his false palicies on national actions’

the ALEW Matkonsl Contntiltee o fpive &
positve lesd on indesinal sclion sgp Lo and
bicisding o national stoppag:”

Finally, ol the ALEW Nl bonad Ui e
lust wigk  the CP, left with no policy at all,
P down A resolution Tor o nitkokal owe rlime
bun. Hardly surprisingy, Usls was defeated.
Enstwad il was decided to hold an overlime
banoenly after the thres-day wesk, and there-
fore the oriners’ serugple had esded This
decizion does nothing toaid The miners, and
willslrengihen the will of the Torles Lo fighe
Line WM, because chey realise 1hay will bave
o Lice o strigple with dhe engineers on the
bisis of the miners settlement,

The CP atiemipted to concedl Lhe dolad fdure
aof therr palicy in o hege Hornige Srer head-
fine un & Yanuary - ‘Engliesrs Devide Action
o Pay', Whal  comment on a déckion (o

el modhing undil afier the ouleonte of the
s adruggele D The uedificolion individeal
ICP militamte pive for 1his & that ohie overame
tan will bile = incluskry adlempis Io pecover
from 1he dhrie-day week, and §Lds theradom
i very poseerful wiipon

Ihie = '\«.Illrlil;| :-:Ej:l-::-rJ.Ij'\.'l: nomseise, I Lhe
Ceovermnmend defeals the minees e d 2o
aligation will be snch thai an overtirme ban
will mean nothing — in fact it,is dioo Brofad
vwhether it would even be implemenied,

Ty l.|'||_l.I wak i which the éenginecrs can he
sl 1l vicborye 15 Lo make sune Lt the minos
win: this can suill be pchiowed baa wnited -
wonal strke of hodh onieas Bol the TF has
congigtenlly o posed this policy itk atiem
s o rmenban-an allance with Seanlon and
the other efts’. Moveetheles 1L 1his patiey
fon which milicinis in the AUIEW will huve 1o

fight in the conling weeks.
Juhin-tdsestog

Campaign for Irish political
hostages steps up
as their condition worsens

Idespile Huome O Tice dontals, the conmndissan af the
Wirchester prsoners, whe are o e sk,
vimlinues Boogve canse [aroncerin. &5 the prisaners
PR g e e, kERErs s stopped vominge oul
wl the pedseens, Thy salling aroumd fom prisea fo
PFESEA, 200 SuRC it arseedares e paevenbod
reliriv e fooom v ene Hier The blumel assertinos by
L e SRl Tien it Uy fre Sasioag " Reps abivs!
v A L For Hher Cact Lhat Bsce-faceding bae turmet
e easiemen inba 2 Bving lieH, T constint sarmii-
b, il Phe Taree v one Disloass Price in paricabr,
will kil ke e o vere shori e e less hee dermand
lev- B turesed b drelacsl v faish ber s nileacojs

s bl

e vl e urpenes ol dhe stmbion, e Irsh

Paliticul Hostzpes Campeipn has diowe ap an -
aasiee pragaimms of aclivities dedpmed 1o ewerd i
mEsinam s and Do e Hid wides! sappoc] For
Lhe repalrbativn of thw prisoners

The aclwitics will inchats upickse ol e sk
Fntlsiss s W Cppadeeibeg Plase WO L, thas 'I"ri.I_-L_

L1 Fanmware b, b dernied that vhe Sasikern Srish
Ceorerrmeal Lekn aesian vt befalid o Apis Ol 4.
vl What s D foe detatts ol Teribor debivities, )
The Canzpasen adsy intends L dobby MEs, panbedi-
BrEE Hiose represen Bng Trisheapcis Bath i cheoir
enstitie ney senenrics' gnd il & bkl of Birlinmanl
whivh wall nrobabis ke alacear Eriday, 8 Jarary
] s LT B

FUND DRIVE — we need hard cash
to push forward the struggle

Une of our rewier readens, introdiioed toe Fod
dHrakily thwaugh tur recent Shravwebury suppl-
e warites:

‘Fam conyincel talking. unfartaaaiely, will net
get us vary far. In my opinian it hag juel 5ot o s
it dnd o revoluteon, vinlend revodution it it has
ta bie. Lot Thers be sit-ing, oocopation of, and

complete gontral of otficss, Factaries, and all
gorar ninaint budldings, This, in my hormble
opnan, luaking badc aust @ aark ing lite ol

A4 yoars, is the ooly way far the woerking man...
Lix girt whed Bpep wihar iy rghtfully s 'in tha

First place.’

W muldn®t agree more. Aned Weaka exists oo
frght far a ravoditionary solutson — cha aaly
rinpl sofutiodl — ko the seogyles of the working
tlase,

But dhin o a clitticodr goly - and aoe wlich reaguirae
et mnhy vorees! irbeas and dedication, ket alsa

Mgt e, 11 & g Fectaf lite undes capitalism
that the whad fight {0 regain far tha wocking
cliass 'whnt i rightinlly theirs in the first placs,
hauve to depend far cash on the small donatians
wihich workang eman sl veomen con affore.

This waill mot alveays be the cmse. We are fighting
far Thet same goal which the Holshawikl Pardy
wiruggled far and Finally artaded in Ocfobor
1917, They appliéd socisfivt ssonomic pstiee
balonk thes ravolodion, expropriating the

manay They needed 1o ‘||@'I1' The Birurgeoisic
tram tho boaurgeolss e,

Thinlntarnational Marxis! Sroup s mot e
ina position o da this, That is why we hae
to costinlie 20 raako sich harsh demands on
imir rdarlership; For the month al' faniskry
our Crissy Fund Drive hasa targar of £2,000
So far, wa ha v just topped unly E600, Saad
# donstion now to: Fune Driva, Bog’ Bk,
42 Pentonvilin Road, Londan N1 ( cheguas
wie ekl to S’ HBekdy)



Journalists call off pay struggle

Provincis! journsling vored st week by a
majoriry -of five 1o one Lo accepi the 9%%

pay increase oflered by the Newspaper Society,
wlthough this fulls of lesst £10 short of Cheir
claim for £15 & week and follows an vnpreced-
enied level of militancy on the part of many

chapels

Motions censoning The MUJ executive over iis
conduct of Mewspaper Society dispules have
dominated the ynion's past fwo annaal con-
ferences, and thes year's i Ekely (o be no
exception. While the executive Tnllowed
conference instructions by ordering mandatory
chapel mectings to consder the pay offer, it
arrmnped for these 1o be held immediately aller
Chrisimas when stalfs were depdetod and thers
was no e for discussion.

But the chanoes are that the deal would statl
have gone through even withou! such bareatic-
ratic manoeuyres -cven if thepe had been full

cemsideration of the offer, and the sew of the

Chawer

Maclaren workers
push for Combine

- Committee

The Sirike Commitics af the oconpied Maclaren
Controds factory in Glasigow has writien (o shop
stewards commitiess in 51 other ITT suhbsid-
inries throopghoul Britsin calling for 8 mecting
to discess the formation of 8 Combing Comm -
tee, Suppori [or this has already been pledped
by eleciricians in the STC faciory in East
Kilbride, snd suppori & expected from other

ETC Iscilories. The Sidke Committee i also

organiging 5 public meeting in Glasgow o ex-

ipl.:in thezir fight and win sappori.

The setfing op of a Combine Commiites woukd
be an important step forward, bat it will be
difficuld, as is alweys the case when sach i ts-
| Hivies arbe from 3 redundincy strugple.

| The effectiveness af the hlacking sction, which

| forms an important part of the Strike Commii-
tee's sirategy, depends on action sgainst work

[being done on Maclaren's contract. This means
eominciimg workers in facinries which are hetng

;ll.ll?jiﬂnd with this egquipment

:'['h: decision of the AUEW 1o organise an over-
tim# ban o e distand fubwre, rather than a
sirike now, i connection with the natignal
pay cladm, means that there ix a serbous danger
that the Maclsren™s workers will become sg-
leted in their struggle. 1i & imporiani ilal
support for this militami stropple & incressed

International
Marxist
Group

[ Britigh Section of Ta
Fousth | nies nartional]

iy mopoiatons who sere opposet (o il had been
pat o the membemship

LEADERSHIP

These are two reasons for thes, In Uhe Tkt place,
control ower Lhe condoct of the three-month
digpiite, which involwd widespread walk-ouls
snd & number of lock-ouls, resied tn The hands
of T MU top officials. The lsy members of
ihe point standing commities, repressnling tse

4 (00 MNewspaper Sooely jourmnalisis, met onky
theee times during the dispute, and. were unable
to establish direct cominct with the anmerous
chapels,

Ax one member of the JSC puts it "Chapels
such as (ldham wers insiruicipd Lo come owl
{or two days and insfesd stayed owt for two
woelks, which shows excellent mililancy but
am abject failure of leadershup,” In order (o be
ahie in regpond (oand co-ordinate chapel
indtistives, it would have h2en necessary [o

The struggie of the United Farm Workem
Union, which is ope of the most significant
developments in the class simpgle in the Unitesd
Bimies Tor veon, has now been brought io the
doorriep of British labous.

Sever] shiploads of scab gpes hove been senl
oy paarls am B Lain and despite gn aEreement

by TEGWU dockers nod to bandie them, and

a gereral policy of the Undon wheeh wall preveat
their sale throwgh most fnunt markets, some
have been disinibuied lo shops and stoces o
Britain.

The dackers” decisian canss alfer an sppeal (rom
Richaed Chavez, a feld director of the UFW and
brodhee of Cesar Chovecy, U Foniber aind-leader

of the UTFW, Richard Chavex has gone an i iy
ol outdets for scab Californisn grapes in Germany
and Scandmnaris.

STRUGGLE ESCALATES

Tz ex tenmnn of the LIFW's boyoor campaign o
Burope is a residt of an eszalabion i Die stoagge,
The campaign in the U5 o hovcodl shops sclling
wal grapes hag hurt the growers hodly, onad they ane
desperaiily seking vutei in Europe. Meanwhile the
sttempts of the UTFW 10 win back the right 1o nepres-

patablish v reponal network of lay committess,
linking the chapels io the J5C. The re-orgmiss-
tion of the NUI, carrently under discussiod,
provides an appropiate opporiunity to achieve
ithis

However, another major drawback was 1he fact
that most of the militancy was dissipated in an
affort to get locol bargaining fghis reslored,
Whike Uhis was eveninally zchioved, it wus
“handly a substanlizl victory in the context of
Phase 1 lmite. The coltapse of the gtnpge
csseqtially resubled Trom the refusal oo the
parl of hoth the cxecutive ond the 150 to
poge it 15 8 confrontabion with the Govern-
menit’s pay laws.

WORKING CLASS

This would hawe mennl sesking links with
other sections of workers delermined Lo
hreak through Phase 3 and for journalists
this poses g sgnifican] problem, As fellers

US farm workers leader
appeals for Brifish support

ent iheir mdmnbers s been threatened Iy o mapo
mrw scablbang nperation by the ntcrmetional
Braiherhonsd {1 of Tesmgirs,

In Bed Weeldy 27, we repocited thal (e Teamators®
Umion had agneed L 2 wp itf oomiracts wilh-tbe
Califorms grape growers, which bod been signed 18
s atiesnpl o anash the UFW, Uinfortiwnately, Frank
Fifmesmanaoms, President of the Teameoes and staunch
Mixgn supporicr, Bad gnoe annoanoed thal iy will
Thongsst ihe conbracts afler all. The UFW i ones sgan
faced with a larmalibile aliiance of the emplayo,
et g Mixon wing of fhe copitalst Chiss, and the
world's bangost Lrade @i,

BOYCOTT WEAPCGN

In thes siteetion ibe bovoolt wdapon Ras bacome
miore ianpariant hen ever, Sguads of hired Teamster
1hugs have prevenied elfectve picketing, and
econamic pressure on e despenieh poor Chicens
(Mexican- American) and Mexican immigran | grape
warkers has made viclery through strike astuon
peactically imprasibde, Only 3 suocessful boycatd
campaign, which mobilises ed -wing and B
mippapt in the cities, can prevenl Lhe UFW from
bring smashed like all peevious agriculom! workers'
WiLinas in !he s,

The British abour moeement, socislist and student
arpankations st mole sare thal Briladn & ciosed

in the left press hve shown, working class
militants kave litthe love for those who strack
them throwgh The pages of the bourgeols
press, They pave oo illusons in (he ootions of
‘abjectivity” and Smpartzaliny” to which

masl journalists subscribe.

The cesential task (or Journakisis Charier, 2
.pw]'ring of socislists wuthin the NUT, mus
iherefore be to break joursabists from this
idecdomonl siranglehald, by sdopting an
explicil class position and examining the
seang by which the Pres can be made
availabie io workers in stmggle.

This week ihe London Press branch of the
elecircians’ union strongly condemned
‘deapicable and lyving' attacks on miners”

and relway workers' officials. *Although

we do not claim control over editorial fghts,
neither will we stand for edivonial abuse. The
time may arkc when a repelitioa of this
provocation could result in non-publicution.”
The branch inteads to take this up with th:
WUI. Joumnalists must seize this opportenity.

RICHARD BRINSLEY

n: 2 murkel Jor scalk prapes, wine, amnd offws g
prodscts At the Gime of wrimsg no doanding ot
canipgdin s been vl op, bul (hé Stodent Christian
Movemenl, who myited Hichard Choves 1o Britain,
aanit Pezes News hae ageeed 1o callate infarimulion
Red Weeklp readers should check in ibetr locs] frid
srnes, sirecl markets, and m|5-q'rm.|.1'h.15 s Tinad auel
i Calif prnian grapes ob which do nat bear the UFWs
Trunderbind ermisien (repraduced 0 peciure) sre on
gsle, In pariicular the gan U5 owned Saleway cheln
showld b checked, as dhey 2re-a salor metlet For
scnby grapes in ihe LS,

FURTHER ACTIVITY

IE scalh grapes, wine {anla s the brand name. Lo Jouk
Fark ¢ and [ o he an sale The indosm ation
shimld be pased Lo Ceoil Rajendra st the nffice of
the Student Chelstlan Movement, Annandale. Rarth
End Road, Londom NW 1, pliess 01-458 231 1) andy
or Jahn Hvatt, Pesce NMews, O1-83T 9704,

Richard Chavez will be retwming to Lesdon gt the
weelkeie], where be willl have farther meetings 1o
entend trade unioh aippart for the bopeott. He wil
adidresea public mesting in ibe Afnice Centre. King 50..
om Friday evening, and will participate i a picket of
th: Safewsy soprrmarket tn Kings Rosd Chelsea al

10 am om Saturday.

GAVIN ROSINGDN

i -

Racent UFW convention
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Prhata: Ghen Davirs [Reaot)

Allin a day’s
manoeuvres

The army mancewwwes aromsd Heathmow
-"u.I'P'" afe  Just one ol The Ty of
B serles of meves 0 acousloan the "Bridish
public’ 10 mo-operatiom between the army
and the police. While i@ would be mdi-
cubous o say that the British roling cliss
1§ uf present deming & 4 military oosp,
neveriboloss il & omscously slepping up
the infepration of the army amd the other
loroes of repressson ot all feveds, in the
norih of Irefamd, of course, ihe integratmon
of the srovy and the police i dotal Army
eXporty e wetd for Vorlure—polibely e
Terrind A0 &8 ‘Enlemogation’—and there i5 3
complete imterfinking of intellgonoe ser-
vices, Al thia s dm kine wilh ibe views of the
chiel of army infaniry imining, Brigadicr
Frank Kitson, who has béon appoinied o
his job asan experl in “subversion.”
Heath™s undurstanding on this point was
clearly spelt aul at his speedh at the Lhidied
Nations in Oobober 1970 when he susd:
Yim the 1970s cvil war, ot war Bebwesn
nations, will be tbe morn danger we will
face,” This type of thinking leads clearly
towards “stromg’ forms of puolioe fono
trained by the omay. Thix can besece
the trainlng of ihe sweial anti-picket
spmds af the police imarmy methods;
'_I‘r1|_l| Hoin Hoe wilh masl Councrice - in
Evrope —im Germany, for exaniple, umder

the puisy el “anti-termerist activilivs” lanx
sections of the police are receivieg ormey
tradning, whik: in Malvit has bocn rovealkad
thatl the Tlodcisl orpenisilions hzer beon
'l'L‘.'i'i'l:'rE trapning lrony the Iralian army
s Lraiving camps in the Psa area.

In Brdain, bewever, those pollces fee hig
obataciea There g il memopics oF The
goriod Lofore 1914 when the usy of the
army  agmims strkers wng frequent mnd
when the ammy shat dpwn warkers. This
te why, Toy cxampls, ihe inlroductxon af
trosge. b Ary 1o boeak the Claggaw five
meens sirike had 1o be done s @refully,
Ihe bourgeodsie, therefor:, 4= i (o
‘areak 1be thing in gradually’ by supposad
‘unti-errorst adivitics” which nre going i
Bz vxrended Do ather citivs. The troops al
Heathrow bow: mothing do do with so-called
Meerorism' —thie ain be seen frovn e
smpls Tasl that they are withslrawn at
night” fame of ihe best stimeg for an
sllacki

Ihe working closs moscitenl misl under-
sand the dungars of ihe {owemnent’s
new moves, Thie deiands Tor the rghil of
polticzl ermamimtion tn the army end for
the wrming of Lw warking chss ane poing
te have to mowe oul of the r=im of
prapeganidd,

Miners

I the MNofional Union of Miners®
negotiating team should ever get fod
up with their present. jobs the Lon-
don Toarist Board would undonbeed-
Iy be eager to employ them for their
frequent and regular safarks from the
MWLM headquarters o the Coal Board
Offices, to Duwning Sirset mnd on
to the Pay Board has given theny an
intimale acquiintunce  with central
Loswdon that few could maich.

The msen in the pits hove goined
nothing from all this scevity. Thers
wag o briel fasdy of silver a5 the
Coul Board conceded that an exira
7 perce o week might be squeered
out, but even this faded when tha
Coal Board shook bs head,

Awang that oaly the crinkle of green
Was '.-ik.ul:r' Ler soung] ke music o the
miner's ear, the WUM negotiatons got
gown [ fhedr homework aned wenl
off- to see the Pay Board apain on
Tuesday, in the apparent helief that
the Board's altitude was oll o mmiss
understanding. Bur the Board guickly
seaiched such tlusions when il treal-
e the NUM representatives like adol-
cacents rying o sneak inlo an °4°
film, and iold them they weouldn't
b admatted without a note from the
Coal Board

The Fuibare of all this strect-walking
by the NUM negotidors has led to
widespread dissafisfaction with the
way the cliim is being pursued, Both
Arthar Scargill, Prégddent of the ¥ork-

miners, and Emlim Willlams,
afl Bonth Wales WM hawe
these tulka are a
wasle ol time, and such- nonsgose
shosld - be stopped o favenr of step-
ping up imdustrial action.

These - sentiments “clearly  pefiect 4
rising . moied of pdlitaney in the pits
The vigorous response of Leicester
shire miners to the public scabibing
aperation of Frank Smith, their rep-
repsnfative on the MM executive,
goong ol the sured signs of this

It is almost certain that the NUM
execurive will b Toreed 1o adopt
lougher measures, buat it is nor yet
clear whar these will he, Same arens—
like* South Wilsi—are falking gbout
tightening wp the oveitime ban, whils
Scollangd © discusiing the idea of 2
two=-day & week atrike. So far the
only miners” leader o pud forward
the idea of a narional strike has been
Arthur Scarglll from Y orkshire

Froposnls such as & tougher owver-
time ban of & partial striks are
tatally maclequate: only an all-ong
national strike can adsance the fighs
for the miners” claim and put the
Turies on the run. Only a tatal,
mitional strike chal would stop all
production and prevent all coal move-
ments  could  seriously  dent  the
Covernment’s stratepy.

But, more [mportaotly, the preat
powar of (he miners lies nolb mersly
in their ability o hit fuel supplics,

strike is
only way forward

shire
Prasident
stnted the obvions:

hul in the mnpact Their struggie ool
hawe an the whale workise clads,
Vsl sactors of the workers mmve-
ment ape waiting for dome sosr o
bzl Boogooinla stroeghbs - agadinsl the
Torizs, A nationdl miners sirike, oo-
pled  with the dispatch of mingig®
(lving pickels Lo evwry smgor ol ps-
trizi centre in the copntry. would
pravadie just that =out of fead.

The lagnching of fuch 4 strike mist
b the cepfml - concrn’ of  HIM
militanis in the wesks shaad . A cam-
paign must e conducted £hrougho on
L MUM in favowr of auch a-scrike,
demanding that- the Fxecurive  calls
un immediaie srike baflot and oon-
tacts the ALE® and ASLEF Execu-
tives to work owut coordingted action,
Prepasations should be made for the
wunching of flyimg pickels squasls
apd fum conlocts estpblished wiih
leocal raidmen dnd enpneers, [An ims
potlanl slep io this direclion has
been taken by moners im three Wear
Wales pits. who have replied to the
baying on of exire lorriss hemuose of
the ASLEF dispurc by banning sil
lextties from their pits, )

Dielay will play into the hands of the
Tory Gowrnment. If the threc-day
weck 1z allowed Lo bile into werking
chass living standerdas without any
B diRL) af workers shiowing ‘a chear
way forward, demoralisition and con-
Tusion will apread through the ranks
of the workers' moveament, The time
for desermined action is aew,

S

SIEFF ATTACK —
A BLOW AT ZIONISM

The attempred assassination
Joseph Sieff, Presdent of Marks uTld.
Spencer and former Vice-Prasident
of the EZionist Federation of Great
Britain, has provoked the habinsal
hullaballoo - aboul “internaticnal ters
ror.’

The Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine, which claimed responsi-
bility lor the aftack, points out that
Sieft had pwen lsracl an cpoemouas
amaant -of fingndal aid, He is bhe-
li=ved o have donsted £2 million

[ Sllﬁunﬂ RN-“:HE'H];' :

ainge the October war alone. The
PFLF haw dencunced |his a5 a crifne
dpainsl the dispossessed Palesfinian
Arabs, the wictims of this kind of
Zionist philanthropy.

Paniy i beimg whippsd up in e Tewish
wommauities with b ol 2 ‘desth-lig’ of
prominent Angle-fewish beaders, umi those
whi defeod Lhe Jtimaey of (e Popular
Front™s action will by vondemned a8 anlk
semifed amd lumped together with fascst
Errups such as the Ralkiml Front whicls
seck to exploil tho ail erisis or the &rabe
|'i|ll.-|l wonllict I:nr Rnl-Seonitip parposes,
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But - che actian af the PFLPis not aimeid
at Jewdih pecpls in gemeral It s aiened ol
Lhe fmonrcial backers of the Zionis stade.
Bo talk of “yprl-eemitsn = vichow Formt
afl racisin which must bo opposed wherewer
it appenrs—most he alloacd ta abaire the
fael thal ihe Fionil stats, and the im-
purmlist powers which suppore i, 2re the
rnermies af Arab and Jew abke, lewish
peopke must regadiale  the  Siells and
apenk il ggalnat Lhe opprosion of e
Palesiinmss, who st been made 1o Ty
for the pusl cimes af the Egrspean
ruling vlss ngwinsi the Jows,

The FFLF aclion was probably desicned
1o do man:  thor disrapd the flow of

Weslern  Ewropman  firance oo lsmacl, |
coild hows been part of s s ol actions
ioalpnial o provoks a shilt 1o the right in
the lemeh ekcbons, thos making apece-
ment berween Erecl am] the Arab slotes
mum dillieult. The PFLP {5 alone asionp
Palestinmn resislasn: cipaniailions in can-
demning (e imperialist peoe now I_'d.".:n,E.
coaked wp an Geneva, Bl acle ol indivi-
dual tereer will neither deter Sieff and
athers From: puttine their fortanes al the
dispaenl of Ljonist wolonialism, nor pre-
wal  the. impesition  of the jmmperialist
rence an the peoples ol the Middle Fast

This voursgeaus militanes of the FELP
hwee every fight bo Full solidosicy by the

lahowr mavement of fhe imperialist soun-
fras. Indiffercoee to o the cavse of the
Malescznian peopie o i part of the
Europsan warking. cliss, pives the Tuling
class plenty of opporfunity 1o pérfect o
[ertor apparalus for use ogainst the wmi-
king class movement i penecal The in-
cred §ieg co-operalim bebtween the seoret
pulce af different coentvies, the inler-
nalirnal witch-hants ugaing “sikessryion,”
the eall for muome stringent surecifiaig,
are all purl of the smme paticrs, Any
rerrvis aguinst Palestinian or Arah arganisy-
Ltivms in Hridain mesr ke mer with 2 mas-
sive respnnge Troom the Beitish Left,

Trades Council to publish workers” newspaper

I tha Tt s strogygbes of the working class,
thers is muoh that will hase 1o ba Brought
Teieck Tram tha post, Meewscestln amd District
Counod umderstands thia very well. They
have degided to ravims The Hiarkers Oroni-
cier, ihe poper grodeced by the Trades
Council during the Gapsssl Btrikke of 1926,

A Trodes Council rapresentalive sed that
‘It & being brought back bem@ime ved think
things are graduaBlly drifiing towards thoss
dimm, dark days. We wamd 1o try to keap
trada umbonists e the plefure”

Tha Trades Cowncil scratsry szid that
“The pouncil bolseves the presant indes-
trial &nd politicsl divmte calls For the
trade WMiGn Mowment to meke mare
affactive ume of its sbrength by warking
in solidarity 10 preserve and progress its
hard-waon righis [n thio fese of the fares of
rapction snd capitalmin, A Markars Cheam-
e wokd coumter the mam medio whech,
by ws very rature of oenirol, mainmtabng a
persisiest propagands war - apaina  tha
eriln L.

By folowing the sxample of Mewscstie
Tradw Coungil, 1he werking clim today
can gworl soma of the diffioulties crented
by the ek of foresight and preparation
whigh was o leaturs of The general strika
of 1.
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Havar in the Riptdey of workin
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baa there Been such & caloulated
Ligs overinken us this weel,
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ERNEST MANDEL

a leading member of the
Fourth International
speaks on

7.30 pm

‘CAPITALIST CRISIS OR WORKERS' POW EH'

Wednesday 23 January — 5t Pancras Assembly
Rooms, Camden Town Haell {opposite S5t Pancras station)




