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DEFEND
PICKETS

On Friday, 18 May, five of the 24 North Wales building workers facing charges of conspiracy for
picketing last summer appear in a Shrewsbury court.

We can imagine the scene. The courtroom will be heavily guarded. Special contingents of police will
be brought in from throughout the North-West to sesl ofl this small provincia] town, to stop amd
search all vehicles entering, and to ring the courthouse in a massive display of torce.

Al this just for five workers? The
caplialist legal system  does  nod
urmlly hooour i3 working  class
defendants with such a display of
might [umles they happen to be
Irish ).

NOT ALONE

Bt alibhough the five may be in the
dock alone, they are not in Shieun
bury alone. Delegations of worken
fom all  over ibe oouniry are
demonsirating outside the court. This
5 the reason for the massive con-
cenliktion ol polioc: Thess demon-
sirations afe the beginning of o
movement . by smporiahl ssctsons of
ihe working class. alerted ©o the
danger of inereasing stsie alivchs of
packels

In o letier roceived by Red Weskly
tade wmionists in Rotherham and
Sheffield explain the political ssues
pvolved and the sort ol inildabives

they are taking in defence of the
Shrewsbary workess

Last s, when the Torces

of the wfat= attacked trudz

wmeists amd =enl Ltheon don, 1l
waan 't with same bw dragged up
from the sl century., Mo, Ll

summer they hod their brand mew
luw, apecially preparsd — e
Indusirnl Belations Act. The maz
mificent respomse from miltancs
theoughout (ke countlry socurad
the release of the Pentoswille
Fiwg, Mow. the povernmenl Bas
boen forowd 1o put the Aot on
icE -~ i’ just too dlcey (o wse &t
the momenl Bal just wail

il they ‘1o wscoesbunl 30 Sheew shary
with ibe 1875 jobh. 1y ba
back with fhemie 1977 Act sodner
rathar than later.

We in Sheffich] and Rathorham
hiwe Tormed 2 commities, =1tk
delepgates From locsl branches il
LA TT FEsW Ll mmad A LMW
HKodherhiam Tiades Cownol and
Trom shop sfewurds commitiees
We have held collectiom, pubil
meeiings and we fhove orgaitivod a
cosch [0 pdm Iho, moss picket
uulside dbe wourtroom on May

IBth. ~This is - anly  a  small
Begiining bul support iv pickiog
U’

CAMPAIGN

I'has example musl be lollowsl by
workers in other localitics. The re-
maining delendanis com= upin courl

on |5 June, and aficr that, i massive

marhilisations fail 1o get the charges

dropped, they will po on fo the
Crown Court. The compaign. must
iherefon: be continued and extended
Beczuse the UCATT and T&G feaders
have refused to finsoce the defence,
waorkers throughaout the country med
take om the [ask of rTuising the
necessury money. Not only has the
trade union bursaucracy cinmphiizly
fatied to mobilise sepport the
UCATT leadership has oven isseed a
circular imzpructing  dr begiiches (o
Erore The cae

Snrewshury 35 o Ykl concern 1o all
workers becuuse if legnl precedents
are 52t In this case they will be sed
against OoTher picaels. | NS S particu
l@rly the case in the biakling Dradi,
where picketing - is an ossential port

of the GOght spiimsl the  Iump.
Already  the  London  Joind - Silés
Comimdtiee has decided 1o boild g

commiltze  Tor e defesese  of
picksting

Suceemlul dufence wof e Shrows-
bury X4 and  preparations {or the
defance  of picket  lmem om0 the

localitizs dre sssentigl. We must make
sure Thal jn Pulwre no worker lag 1o
face the repressive mackine of the
cupitalis! slule alome *

Turn the Tide - Three Tusks

Oince again talks betwasn the Govarse
ment. the TUC and the CRI O ar
e wiy. But 1hings are nob thse
game now as last autumn, Than the
rank and file of the trede unwon
movement- was confident afiar tha
great victory of the miners” soiks
Tha frade union oureaucracy ke it
ouldn't =l ghy daal 1o Tha meseaer-
#rip, and it was neither surprisad ror
particularly  worried when the talks
Broke down

the burmadcracy wa: .-ablz 1o zal
out  comolately . to Hesth, but it
e l@inly diin’t fead any fight aga net
Tory policy  ethar. The resulss. wans
nr-?ﬂ'.‘.al:-.t:' g fevy harg struggles oy

weak ssctions fought in fsolation gng
fading to osfeat, Tollowed oy wide
sweed - sccendEnce of  settlemans

within the Phaze 2 guildeines

Sfter lsading the movomant o defeat
Thisse sarmd Borsaucrass will now posa
#% the grest . ‘stetesmen’ ol tade
umionism in negotiating Wwith Hesth
LIMITED

But tha deteats soffered so
bieare limited ones. They Saes nod
producad eny cramatic change: N the
ovarall strengih of tha movwement, or

lar haee

In e power G The  burdaucrs

eorrpared wath that of the rank -_|rl.|
fille.  Many  molitants  hawd  draws
importent lessons fmom the avens
of the past few months, Azskand
e bodies ara springing ui oo defend
the Shrewsbury 24, &nd sven the
right. wing eBxecurive’ of the EEPTU
mad diffecuiny in controbling s vecand

cordere~ce This m=se~: thet the rade

micon leadership, it they are to co's
dew! wwith the goviernrmest. Bave S
string theen the hasdd ol anian expout v

res deckare wsxean the mil
<raliing e growing witch-husts

likee the NUT and &FD

el
oila

I ':"il."_:
But no ga3' will =00 tha rank oA
tile from “makicg trouole” This s 'y
e ara seaing e GraREnT tAarTod qn ar
gi8te "egossson, designed Hresissiy, 1o
curk thoge formg of sirogye deies a

I'I-.-irlg: oiceatst owhoch the rark gl
tile will hawa toore von insheevsnt of
& deal

Thrge mai~ t2:ks sharefara face mi
fants o thacar Ilg nanthe

1 I launch 4 carosgn  ireered
gy taraiEhout fhe -y 1
oEmising the Telks Bed gy Sorrande
sacthe Tories Fhase 3 wwage ezt otinms,

Tha bgest woicos. will e holding
'rh.lr conterenzes over the summer,
andthe TLIC dsalf msacs in Septenbe
M= st meke sure Shase bodiesare

Hooded with resoludsons againgt. tha

taikz and enJ nst gy deals: militants
shou i stand. far elestian as confersnca
delegatss an I“-': nakis-nf sach Gopng
T
i themosacy, bl
ti v etirmiss militants

ol mrabrants £

righl

orErTish o inopedar o gresent | thieir

Gothe rmerrbership o right the

crasy aEnld tockean Tor itsally,

ard e tarf 1o g@lragdy

Tk - coesteiis he: rank-and e Baee
el Lhes brooren i

3. Ta dewslas The broadest dnited

rmowement ajainst stete recression and

im defansz of soxer ng continue bhEe
cempeign for cthe  Thiesabuary 24,
wWiieh T omest he  anstgs iy slheh A
TS BERERTL.

Tra fultument o 1mess [asks: can
e = o Wt TN e LR 1 " S R LT
wodaige wilt oo g s wistories
fur the warcing -l sothes han e the
e AL el e nieEed Aulbaits

s Berad - reontly

mw.rﬁ-ﬁ Py T T -
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OPEN LETTER TO
ERIC HEFFER

The ‘lump’ as you know is the curg of anganisation inside the building trade. It s chear
therefare that meory trades unsonist in the beikding industfy supparts tha inltathvs that
wou have made in Parlisment. We therefora call om all Labour MPs to support the
Labour-only sub-contractirg Bilk

Wa arn alss sure that you sgres that perligmentary inltativs must go hand in hand with
thé broades pasable astion ot site evel by building workiers tharmakies So ter, such
aotion has depended on the herdwon right 1o plehod ‘lamp” sites. In most cames
pickating reprasants The onrly meam ta defend organisetson snd living standamis of
workers in the trade, Fven with tha passage of your Bill, pick sting and other sctiities at
gite lsvel to anfarce complisnes with ity provsicns wiuld e ey,

Mow the right 1o picks! @ Baing amecked by the Tory Governmesi. In 5heewsbury
4 bullding workers foce 2 total of 210 cherge inchading conspimey for tollowing
thair wnicnd afficisl palicy on pheleting during lest year's nateonel builkding srika.
Thess workers ars guilty in the syss of the Tory Governmaont for pursuing their normal
anl wital trade umion aotieity, 11 the sttack on pidketing s Shresabury b sucoesful,
the shility of building wodkens fo fight the lump, in on irdustry sotorous ler i
autensive black listing and other anii-uniom activities, s seriously jecpand sed.

The Shiewshiry trial i no olated oxcasmple, but one among several For ingtance, tram
tha pickets on the 5L Thomas's Hospital site, which & only 3 fes hundred yards from
the Houss of Commops, srrests heve besn made in an stlempt 10 Fend new egal
pracodsnts 1o e i tha erushing of plekating.

S¢ tar the lmadership of the teo unicns ireobed, FRied ool taken Up & natsonal
campaign in defence of these workers and thear rights. But such a8 campaign is
vital. ¥Wa ear Bogin aow, i Lomdon, by Buiking o committes for tho defsnoe of
pick ating. Wa ask Eric Haller in particulic to sponsor this body and to speak ot its
foundeng meeding. |t mam ams woukl be {0 prepere 8 public taur for the Sheavsbiury
wiarkers @1 Lamdan, and to progare acteon for ihe opening day of the irial in the High
Camit,

At many trode unlon ralles Labour MPs have spokcen of the Tolpuddie Martyrs, who
akwn tacsd the consgiracy Ly, Thi ey Test of all Tha lasdership of tha laboir movamane
5 1he defunce ol thom who face simslar charges today.

Yours Tratarnslly, JIM KEEMP,
Din Babkalf af tha Londen Joint Sites Commiitea,
15 My 1973

PROMISES,PROMISES!

|‘r.| Hleter whore anf- furip ey e veened r-:'n:l'l.ll.., i .I'":-fﬂl'

Hetlor 5 Bl $218 P 8 PegisTer TOF Dullaers,
o s regislor o mil co iyt
* T here gre no penaliies Too builders who'do ot register

* Building workers remain the only force who can make empliyens
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Sce [IEFFER BILL' on page 3 of this issue.
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Rotherham
Workers Vote
tor Council
of Action

Seven hundred Rotherham workers have voted
to 5ol up a Council of Action in the town

This important decision was taken ai the end of

Eotherham’s higgest Moy Eray rally since the
pre-War yoars.

This glone would make il o sigrilicant evend,
bt it becomes even more important in the
light of recent developments in the Rotherham
laboidy movemenl.

CONFERENCE

The ball was staried rolling as far back s last
Christmas, when a motion from the locsl
VCATT branch proposed that the Trades
Council should hold & conferencs to work out
whai sieps could be taken by the Rotherbam
labour movement to back the AUEW in its
fight against the recenily-impoad Nl RC Fines.

By the time this resolution reached the Trades
Council, however, [he question of the AUEW
fine wee dead. The IMG members an the
Trades Council argued that the fine was merely
ane example of the kind al attack the Tory
governmant was making on the working class
They stressed the urgent need teogo abead with
the conference on the basis of opposition 1o the
Tory government, 2nd with the aim of orgunis
ing the forees of the labour movemant ©o resis
any form of attack from this government. {n
the basis of these arguments the reselution was

carried

When tke Confcrence met on 14 April, thers
wids one obvinus e lacing it — 1o organise for
May Day. On the mnitiative of the [M O dele-
gaies preseni dn Action Committes was elected
to arpanies 2 May Day demonstration “as the
first step in & real campaipn for the removal o
the Tory Government I'h& Conference
absa committed itsell o ‘taking the nesessary
steps townrds the Fermation of 8 Council of
Aclhion,

The real importanee of the demonst b s
thut il was worked for and understood, at l=ast
by the leading militonts in (he area, precisely

us a lirst step®, The 700 who stiended the

rally at the end of the demonstration unan-
imously passed o resolution calling for the
Action Commitles o remain in exisience and

o conyinue fhe campaign againgt the Tory
Government. The muin topic of debate amongs

militants in Eotherbarm wow 15 what 15 the naxi
shapn’

GOVERNMENT

The MG will be apitating for 2 recall tocal Lo
ference to extenid the basis of the Action Com
rmiltee — for the greation of 4 real Councal of
Actiom, Mo matter what particelar problems
face different sections of the population, they
rnust all dedl with the same enemy — the Tory
Governmant, 11 is 20 understanding of this that
fas allowed the movement in Rotherham to
continue to develop in spite of specific pro-
blems changing Trom one month to angther.

This is why the basis of the proposed Cowncil
f Action must be oppasition o the Tory

Government, il the movement @ Lo continue
and the Codnedl 5 to become 2 permanent foree
in the life of the Retherham labour movemeént,
By orpanising all the different sectors of the
population on ihid bagis the way will te'opsn
for ihe ssiablEhment of & permarent druled
front which can pravide real support to gy
section which poes into struggle. With this
kind of organsation no one showld need to
fight their strupgle alone. 1t will becoms pos-
sible to transform the sympathy that exises {or
wictims of the Tores™ artocks into agiiea, the
kind of action which, §f takzn up by the whoie
working class: can e unified inte a moveament
with o decisive conclsion — ihe downfall of
the Tory Government.

MW=k Flane

Thatcher

Throws Sop
to Students

Studenis are to gei an extra £40 on the
grant instead of the £20 ongoally u-!l’e:rﬂl. it
wis announced on Tuesday. This is in reply
to the claim for £105 from the Mational
Union of Students, 5ix days befor the MUS-
designated 'Deadline Day’, therefore, the
government has attempted to set its seal on a
dying campaign,

The NUS campaign 5 on its last legs, with the
Exscutive unable i0 mount any reply 1o the
sow peacralmed offensive of the college
auihonbes — our erstwhile ‘frends’ - apainst
militanis sctive in the campaipn_ Renl strikes
have collapsed-al Keele and Surrey as a resul
of legal threats, and demoralisation s growing
#s nothing but p farccal “picket’ outride the
Depariment of Educition and Science has
come from the Executive, In this respect, the
Executiva's immediate pesponse to the
govemmenls offer tha ‘the campaign will
coatinue' i5 no more than & sick jokes.

It was timely, therefore, that delegates from
over SLI colle EL*: e [clg,:l"'u.r fast weekend

New Strike
by Asian
Workers

Thirty five Pakistami and Inden workers are on
strikce at the elastic bradding factory of E. Jaffe
& Sons in Nottingham in another major dispute
over ‘sweatshop” condifions and racist practices
in the area. This follows the recent disputes at
Crepe Sizes and the Mansficld Hosiery Mills on
the rame kind of Issues.

The workess at the factory have been ‘expectad”

ug till now to work & 72 hour wesk with no
overtime Tate. In addition, conditions at the
factory are appalling, training contracis are
manipulated to obtain skilled work at appren-
tice's rates, it is impossible to work out how
the wapges ara made up, and 50 on. Ten months
ago the first steps to change this were taken
when the workers voted to join the T&GWL

Managemend have consistently refused to reco-
gmise the Union — it would be 'illegal’; they
say, Decauss the T&G 98 not repistered with
the Covernoent™ At the mume time they hove
tried, largely unsuccessiuliy; toosplit the work-
torce by offering the higher paid jobs of gang
lender and Foreman o seleetsd Pakistans,

All this carme toa head when a section of the
wiatkforce decided toserike on May Day, Man
seement were sargged  and decided fo teach
the Pakis g Jzason’, Mext day onc of the
atTikers, Sarwar Mohanned, wis sacked on L
apot Fod alteped]s Finshing early”. Alter

Hed Weeksy 19 May 1972 Page 2

al the LSE as g resull of an indliative by the
IMG and militants in several collepes to plan
how to reverse This stale ol alfars, The
reireat by the NUS before the college authon-
Gies was catadopued and their lack of support
io the rent sirikers condemned,

For its parl the confersnoe voted over-

whe lmimgly o defend those ynder attack by
wafling up a sieering cammilles (o centralise
and co-ordinate aclivities in the colleges 11

Y

{.i'rgn,.-l-.ll_' A LS prestdrnr Dhphy dockr - dfe picked :-
rde fhe D8 way Aardiy m:H'H' I 'l.l-'-'H. BT,

attempts to get him réinsfaied had failed. a
strike was called 1o start the next morning.

However the Union, as in other recent casues of
this type. was hardiy enthusiastic about sup-
porting its members. 1o fact the local official,
Reg Harris, [Tatly relused {0 maxe the strike
official and lnstead sugpested that the workers
g back, ‘then we can (alk things aver®, Hul
the workers, encouraped by the Crepe Sizes and
Mamsfizld srrikes, are having none of this. [n-
deed one of the shop stewusrds, Mushtag
Hussaln, has stated that wnbess the sirike s
macde officinl there will be g continuois picked
and possibly cecupation of the local T&G
offices (2 tactic wead sucssfolly in the Mons-
field strike).

SUPPORT

Apart from the Pakistani community and its
oIpanistions, support B coming from Bennae
Bunsee of the Mansfivld Hosiery Serike Com-
mittee and the ool Solidarity Committse. An
attempt is also being made (o involve the Trades
Counell, and an important step bese was the
support pained from an East Midlands Area
meating of the Communisl Pariy at which both
Husdzain, Irom the strike committes, and an
[MG militontspoke. A large public support
mezting is also being orpamsed . Messapes of
su'li.dilril}'. donabions, ele. shoeuld be sent Lo

M. Hussain, 15 Goldswong Terrace, Nottingham

It s nleo generally recopnised by all converncd
that this strake 15 néither the Giss1 nor 1he lakl of
H & k.il'lﬂl and thot the whole question of bluck
workers-and trade unions has besn sorely neg-
lecred by the lefo; unforiusately the s can-
ol b s ol the right, Therelore the confer
ence called for 2 June on Raciatism sod the
Trade Uniom showld Be geen a5 of key impar-
tance Borly for {his strike and l'ar the many
simlar dispures whick will tnevitably follow.

Iy ke Mamlic

was also agreed to mobilize for 2 massive show
of force on 21 May, the day when the NLUS
ultimatum tothe DES runs out, The absence
of any chesr way forward, plue the povern-
meni's offer, means that IEhErE 15 & dangear thal
3 whole section of students might see this as
the end of the campaign. Lt is themefore vital
to transform the naturs of the picket called by
thie MUS oubade the DES oa that day, to
show Thatcher exactly what is thought of the
offer and to mesvitallze the sorogpls. To this end
the Grants Conference will he organising 2
msesd rally beforehand at LSE at 12.30 pam
with speakers,

The conference aleo unanimously apreed to
mabilise for the demonsiation called in.
Shrewshury o defence of the 24 building
workers, recognising that our allies in the
fight agazngr the Tories® artack oo student
living standnrds are these struggling againsd
them, not those implementing pnd aiding
their polices,

The ability of the stecring committos o
carry oul this policy could he weakened oy
the pogition taken by the [8 delegares, who
refused Lo commit the mselves wholaheartedly
1o the policy decided by the conference, 4
Speaal Recall Cooferénce o censides the
future of the Granls Campaign hax been
called by the MUS Exscotive, Foilure oo take
up the probleme tackled fast weekend will
baave the field open for a sell-oul by the
Executive and the steppingup of the assaalis
on the rant strikes, i Clyeses

i

STOPF PRESS: A mestrng of 350 Feading studenis
calbad tha Gover mant's Blutt when they wroted over:
whalmingty on Wednemdaly 19 accupy tha Uninaraity
Administration butlcimg. This action was taken afer
solieiigr's lnitees thaeatening sama 100 students and
thatir parente with kegal sction 1o eollast outaanding
rent. Thasa students hevs bean on rent striks sincs
last tarms, and have recantly Boon jeined by an asti-
mted G0% ol all studants in msidancs,

s P e S YR
JANE MEYERS

Mamibars of the IMG hava recantly larnad of 1ha
daath avar tha Esstat wishand of comrad e Jans
Fovers

Jana jrinsd the IMG s London Irish Call through her
work (n tho Irish solidar ity mevamant, whers sha i
rarmarbared g oma of the most aciive members of
the Canmtral London branch of the frish Saldarioy
Carmpabgn and Tham o tha @wme branch af tha &nti-
| rebesrrumat Leagua,

Afrer sha joined tha IMG, comrads Maysrs want 19

the LS v here she halped to spread & now ledge of
thee ‘Irsh problem’. Jomo was also sctive in tha
Mwtiomsl Unian of Teschars and "Aank and Fils",

Her formar comrades in the IMG, tha NUT and the
AIL haye launchad a Jana Mayars Marnars| Furd, 1ha
prdcnitds 0T whickh will be seni in ber rame o aid the
Irish strugghe. Contributians, which @il Ba aek mow-
Indged, bl ba iant 16 Tha Secvetary, Central
Lenden AL, cfo 76 Partland Paad, Hollard Park,
London W.11.
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CONFERENCE OM TRADE

UNIONS AND RACEALISM

June 2, Dighath Hall, Birmingham, 1 lam-Gpm.
Cates fy The Mavrsfiens” Masiery Sfs

Stk Coarmmitiog

Speakers include: Benny Bursea, Mika Cooley,

Tom Sinley, Winstan Pmider, Ernle Aoberts,

Full datnile, dalagaim adentiat, ere, from:

B Buresee, J0000 Wictoris Seate, NMorninghem,

Telaphone [(OGO2T LO30F,
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FALSE PROPHETS
OF BOOM

The spring seems o have brought capitalist
euphoria. Anthony Barbor has been boasting
about the size of his growth rate; the CBI
repofis [ts mambers more chirpy than ever
before; and maosl of the bowrgeals press has
bokned in the mutwal congratulakion,

This surge of public optimises (slgnificantly
not matehed by any surpe of share pricesh wos
hased on the Nimsiest of evidence — the
odficial figures for the growth of the reonsmy
and the CBI% guarterhy [ndustrial trends
survey. What, in [aet, is Lhe overall groweh
rabe of the economy? The answer i5 that -
nobody knows The three ways of mesuring
il (based an caleolating owtput, ineome aod
exxpendibure, respectively), which should |n
theory ghve exactly the same resulés, have in
the lust year been diverging steangely, In faet
between the second ball of 1971 and the
seeond hall of 1972 the economy grenw 41 per
cent according to the output estimateand 1.1

orogent aeeording to the expendifure estimate.
%’.e povernment, without much justification,
has simply been taking the highest of the
availohle estimates, The CBI's survey adds no
hard information bo this since it & an entirely
subjective happiness poll of businessmen; its
results have never borne muoch relation to
whal actually goes on in the sconomy.

OUTPUT

Munetheless there k& some hard evidence thak
oubput hus grown much faster in the (st year
than io the previcuws few, Since Seplember
ind ustrial prodoction has been growing at 6.4
por cent & year, manufacturing output alone at
£.4 per cent, and engineering outpot ot 14.4
pir cent (& reflecton of Ehe car boom and
perhaps o slight recovery of investment). The
bevel of unemployment has cropped from its
1872 peak, And this vear consumet’s
expenditure has been tlslng at 10 pox cent a
ViR,

Thiz'is an esonomle upturn, all right —but &
fragile one producing, or helping Lo produss,
fgrees which eould guoice suddenty -bring it to a
balt, Ona of these is the inerease in imports,
which has led to 8 balance of payments deficit
now running at the lmmense race of £1000
million & wesr, thowgh its worst el fecks have
been hidden so far, largely by heavy borrowing
by the natioolised indusiries in the Euro-
markets and in Japan.

There are alse many signs of “overheating” in
the sconomy — shertages of skilled labour and
of copacity, especially in the enginesring
indwstries and especiatly in the South Epst.
That these limits can show themselves a0 spon
with three guarters of a millisn pesple still
unemployed is o mark of bow the last few
years of low inveatment have whittled awey
the ability of British caplealism oo produce a
sustined boom, The uplurn has still resulled
much moee i the fuller use of existing
capacity than Inan increase of investment

The present expansion is also threstened by
the expected fall in the growth of comupiptlor
as the eflects of [alling real woges appear.
Continued inflatlon and the wape freezs have
cut real incomes of working people by about

3 per cent since Wovember, and will knock
them divwn by prohably another 2 per cent by
the putumn if Phase 1§ i sucessiul. Comsump-
thon growth B nowr belog maintaimed mosthy
by & leap in hire purchase debl

NG IMPROVEMENT

B0 the upturn is not the beginning of o wew
period of eapitalisc health. In fact the first two
and a hall years of Tory government saw nao
ienproverment at all in the basic messore of
the health of capitalism — prolitabifity., And
now many of the hopes that a period of
aimultansous ecobomic expangicon and wage
[eecae would help profits have been dashed, as
capitaliscs have escaped for a thne from e
Trying pan of rising wages into the fire of
Tising raw material costs,

Hoowever, even if the wpturn basn't made things
much betier [or the capilalists, there is no
dioubt thet a new downbuwrn would make things
much worge. So behind the CBI's euphorle
propaganda for the boom lbes real desperatbon,

Fligchaal Frica



Thowsands of buibding werkers will be sirthing
goainst the lump this Friday as Eric Helfer's
il ta “ouwtlaw” labowr-only sub-contrecting
{the lump} in the building trade. is given its
secand reading m Parlament

Eriilding workers have been lighting the lump
fosp miany yoars & systein of selfemployment
which undermines union organisation and al-
lows big profits o be made by contraciors

who are under no obligations to their “seli-
employved” employees, However, many workers
would be sarprised if they knew jusi how in-
effective Heffer"s bill really s, even assaming it
were (o be passed by Parhament

REGISTER

The main body of the hill s concérned with
the creation of & Register of building contrac-
tars by 1he Governmenl. Only those who are
not engaped in labour-only sub-contracting are
eligible Tor regisiration. However, there is no
p,:l:lvl.'i,il:m in the Bill compelling condractors Lo
segister, and no penzlies for filing to do so.
And there ar2 no advantages Lo being on the
regisier, except roceipt of 8 certificate. Only

a company which elther applies for regstration
and = refused, or has been regisiereyl and is
then removed from the register for illegitimats
practices {such & labow-only sub-contractingl,
islimble to any pen alty at all. Hul the conlrsc-
tor who hes never bothered to apply for regis-
trition in the first place is otally immune.

Eric Heffer and others hove claimed that this
Bl “outlavs’ lump Labaor, What the Bill aciy-
ally sojer is thap: ‘[ shall b illegal for pny per-
SO0 OF Persons o enter intoa contract invol-

HEFFER’S TOOTHLESS BILL

wing the practice of Ixhour.only C oMo il
mak be made illegal’, but this statemant s
quite meaningless: i s ol made anoffenree

under the Bill, carrying definite penalties. I
this were done, then o ¢ontractor working the
lurnp coaild be taken to conrt, trked, and pun-
ished. Bui under this Bill, only those whi have
applicd (o regaler cari be puiliy of anoffence:
the unmepistered conlractior remaing fres Lo
work the lump withouwl ary worries: Al rha
happens is that his coniract is "illepl” - thatis
néxther he nor the workers he takes or under
& fabour-only aub-comtract are uble 1o take any
action agains! one another in [ conris.

MORAL SUPPORT

The Bill, ithen, ix littke more than an-invitaticn
to the building industry to register and thereby
draw a public distinetion between those oon-
traciors who are unregistered [and therefore
lkedy to be engaging in the lump) and those
who gre registered (and therefore omlikely (o
be wing the lump), The Bill gives moaral sup-
port (o those who already refuse to make cono-

tracts with lumpers. But, as the lslinpton
Labour Counctl recenily discovered, This can

“ba difficolt: faced with an organised boyeoti

of rontractors They have meently dropped their
policy of refusing to maks conlracts with [irms
that use lump labour. The Bill will not sort ou
this tvps of problem at all.

Hefler's faith that the Bill, if passed, woukd have
&n immediate effect on the lump is mistaken.
He seems 1o be hopine that many of those who
hire bulding coptractors (such as local puthor
ities) will aulomatically adopt a policy il k-
ing contracis only with repistered contractors.

Wilson
Rolls
Benn

Ralls Boyeoe cerfainly s come down in the world
This isnce great manslscturer of . by appoini-
mmt G e capitai clams srowml e globe in

the comrar ol Do week bus seem il put up on e
wimcton biboack wmd en w iihadrawn becmse of & ok
of taterett, feen cobd-shooldersd by the stock market,
and finally reluced fo the sterus of & well-khoon]
politicsl football

Fortunately somoons who is still the right side ol sak
vency retzined a messure of kyalty o this symiboel of
Iaded caprialist glory — the genepous infegventbon of
M. Rothechild & Sons seved s slagpering gz
from #till anoibir conbarrussing (ol Dus it was nod
oy Rolls Royor's snage that emerged from the
ovents of et week rather fambshed. Anthony Wedg-
wood Benn, seli-proctiimed crumder For workers
righis, was also left with his weak flank ex poged o
public view.

PUBLICITY

11 all stacied when Beon salicd (orth (o pablicly re
mind prowpective imvestors of afficiol Labour Party
paliey (o rematoaaliss withawl compemsalion pablic
asseds which aré sold off by the present govermmeni”
Perfectly reasamable of cousse: just a pulblic splrited

remaider (o (e podorsousty Torpedd ul iorw&stor who

s often ahsenrmindedly sinks his hard enrned money
iitlo new stogk (oGateons, Bul comming wles il J1d
was puaranieed o get all the poblicity with the mini
meuen possehle effect on fhe goneal eourse af events,
tecaust Rothschild bl already lmed wpovarious City
inlereits to fake oll the shares that were not placed by
spplication. 5o Toay wan able & pet hav pactun in [h
mpoy withaoal in any way interfering = the cares up
af Rolls Royes. A love for the limelight coupled with
anogially deep passion for erelevance have long been
gualifies of the Tabaur *left”

11 thargs had stapped there Tony might havy been
AblE 1o wash kiv hamds of the maficr and walk away
from the fray with snother feather i his cap, even
beiter prepared for his nowt heroic siruggle with the
capaimling octupus,  U'nfonunalely |Ris small commment
evokied positive hysbesia - prdicinbly from e ranics
ol the Tores, but also Fpam within the ranks of
Labhour MP3 {whose proletaran imags might suifer
froam the aequisition of a Rolls Royes car, but could
casily weather (e purchase of o mics slios ol 1ts
makery. At the same fime Harold Wikon, obvisugy
fmghiensd st the prospect of a fuluee Labour povern-
mend Baving 1o jusiely its actvilies in iemmns of Tony
Bean's press ruleases, decsded that the time had come
10 bring same ander inta the chasd

SPECIAL MEETING

Accordingly, a special mesting of the shad ew cabioer
wals convencd and alter a 2% hour debate, M 'Wilson
smand a “clarifying’ starement  Like most such 'chiri
ficatbons s effect was 10 thoreupiily col uss Lhinges
He reassited Rolls' new skarzholders thad the Labour
Party woubd nor deprive them of thelr property with
Ul cormpensaLtion, and that Wedzeaod Benn bad,

Leeds |

Conference
on The Family

Four hundred peopls from all pares of the
coUnEry. came Lo Lhe conferencs in Leeds on
the In mily last weekend. The dscussion ranged
over such fopics as the Tamily during the rise of
capilalem Lintroduced by Sheila. Rowbotham
and Linda Smithl, the family in advancsd capi-
tallst coungries (Lee Sanders and Margazer
Coulon) and the tamily in post-capitalist
sogiety, in which a discussion an the davalop-
ment of the family in post-revolutionary Busaia
was introduced by Maris Lofias:

Three main politica] currgnts emerged during
the conference:  the libertarian, the revalution-
ary soclabise {repregented almost exclusively by
IMG membears and supporters); and that of the
Communist Partw, The ditferent positions
wers most clearly evident in the discussion on
the family in Bussia Maria Loftes, a CF mem-
ber, bepan by deseribing the immense gaing for
woamen prodaced by the Kosian Bevolution
and their erogsion by the prowth of the Staliadst
burenucTaey . The Gemotde] - the eguivalent
of the women's Uberation movement — was

shdalivhed becawse ‘p separabe women"s nogian-:
igatiod was no longer necesmary', Homosex-
wality was outhywed, virginity was sxtollsd,
abortions wers made diffieult toobtain and
ppatlerliond wias celebrated, Marfa Loflus
mdmitted that the nuclear family was still 1he
bazic sconcmic wnkt in Russia. Women suill
lave Lwha jobs, onedn the home omd one out-
side it. Malz chaurinism remains wnchallzngsd.
Whar she failed to explain was why Tty vedrs
of sp-called Socalism in ong couniry ' have
done virtwally nothing to libernte women.

Maria did nat geoept the officie] CP position
that the family 1= 8 natvural and perfectible
institution unfortunately tainted by capitalism.
But she attempted (o explain away the
‘gloriows socialist Tamily” a8 a product of the
‘peculiprly Russian mentalily” of Sialin, an
sxplanation whizh convineed nobody.

She wade no mention of ane ol (e okt
significant pieces of Stalinist legislation. In
the earty Thirties the Bolshevik laws severely
testricting inheritancs werm abobished; 5o that
the bursaucracy coubd perpereace thei privi-
leged podition by keeping their wealth within
the famdly. Stalin strengthenad the family as
anirstitution of sociz] control Ln order ta
maiittain the suthorstarian social order wpon
which the existence of the huregucracy depen-
ded, and depends foday. Maris lamely pinned
her hopes for the future on the smerzence: of
a women's [beration movemant in Bussia, In

"

sry o Med dpine s §ife seize srane D

&, ', i

monsaver, nover sad ey would - indecd Bo Bzd
oxpresaly said they wondd mar. Meither the clesaal
realitg of the Bean slalémant by ihe mombors o
pross mor thein inbenae guestioning of Laboar Party
POk cymen weesEeded o uAciwveing the precis: words
in which Benn s supposed 1o hove ikl sl this

Hawimge sorted oul this linde busines, Mr Wilon
cinviously took o heart 1he old siying that fide hosds
make work For flw dowdl”, ardd senl Begsochsiging ofr
anee aeaio, bal this tme i 4w muck sulor diroction
af the Houwse of Camrmoares ond wish his tanez well
bluated. Hiz Bafes! assigem cnl «as aniply 10 peopase
a mution in 1he Commons ceosuring the T orios for
their kandlzng of the Holls Boyee husiness and calling
an Heehe 1a nonfianslse it F

What is the mogal oF this liiue Srana (or should we
suy Tarce )™ Pior Mr. Bonm it would seem to be: 6 is
urwise b odrdw your sword for combat.when Faa've
long apo fhygpeed the hiads, For uss the pext oime

M Henn pucffs cut bils cheed, pars ws o 1he back, asd,
gharty fui<ig ot lepgls abot "Workses' control’ nd
“shoizlism’ wi maght jusl lean oder @nd softly whisper
in-his var, ‘By the woy, jost what are vou poirg to de
wiarh Baolis Raye?'

- B F

1 ...i
- —1‘:‘
Ehedla Rowhorfang Coaeired o Linde Xmirh (r@ghil.

foct @ atrugzle by women in Bussia apainat thelr
cppression af woekl and tn the Baoaly woubd

" directly challenps the Sovier state and the buar-

cauctataed Party which controls .

The conference was o wselul step rowards div-
eloping an enderstanding of the real naturs 2nd
imporianes of the family. Further enalysia of
the intertational experience needs b6 be com-
rlemsnisd by thres campnipgns that d irectly
confront us pow, The new ax credis aystem
which will replice Family Allowances deprives
wiomen i the home of thesonly direct pavment
they get, however palicy. The rght-wing de-
fenders of the Tamily are mobilising massive
support for thelr anti-ahartion kebby, And the
new Anti:Bex Discrimination Bill not only come
pletely fails to abolish spx diserimination bag
opens up the dangerous possibilicy of women
chooging toally themselves with the bourgeois
coolicls againsd- the lade woons. Al 1hese
guestions must be taken up by socialist activists
if the dlacwsaton on the family la not to remain
at u puarely acadeamic level,

Bt this assumes that at least a part of the tn-
dostry accepis the Bill and applies for registra-
tlon Howsaver the Mational Federstion of
Huilding Trade Emplovers hos already made its
Lirong opposition tothe Bl guite clear; f owost
of ils members should decide to black the Bill
and refuse to regster then the Bill would be-
come a dead letter — and pothing could be

datie about it!

Tespite these crippling weaknesses, such a Bill
vould serve a weful purposs in developing the
workers” sirigele bo smash the lwmp. 17 pesaed,
the present site-by-site strugple apainst the lump
could rhen be co-ordimated into a united nation-
al campaign ro force all contractors to regster.
11 a marional building serike tock place arund
this guestion. it might well succeed in breaking
ihe resistance of key sections of the employers.
But some problams weould sl remain: workers
could not put their faith in governmeni-
appintad ribunals and che capitalist courts o
denl with their case, 1

INDUSTRIAL ACTION

If thee bell were amended to foree all contrace
tors bo register, with stiff penaltics for falwre;
it might then be a reasonably effective measure
as fur ps atracking the lump poss. The central
poing, howeser, is thal thers can be no subsri-
tute for cthe effoctive arganisation of the moss
of huilding workers. A campaipn for offective
bepizlation, or to cnaure enforcement of such
Lo, will only achisve whal we all want — the
srashing of the lump — if it gees hand=in-hand
with a vum paign of industcial actlon againae
offending employers,

Uitimately, however, the lump can anly ba
ronied ouf by destroying the conditions on
which it feeds, This requires o tots] deceswsl-
isutiom of fhe trade, with a syarem of repistra-
ricn of all building trade workers, and a gliar-
unbee of five deys full pay for all registered
workers whethar work is availahle or not

e —

REPRESSION:

Joint
Declaration

We publish below o joint declaration by the
Socialist Labour Leagwe, the Internationn]

| Socialists, and the International Marxist Group
pledging defence of the democratic rights of

the working class against the increasing ropres-

| sion. The Communist Party hag relused o ndd
| A sipnature, justifviog this on the groonds of

thie alleped “diaruptive policy and actions’ of
the other nrganisnfinns concerned. The IMG
for 1t part soes (s publication of this srabe-
ment a% the [irst step towards joint pracrical
activity on specific questiong. in which we
bope thal Communist Party mililants will never-
theless he involbved,

The thre= pmanisatons belaw pledge themaehves 1o
faintly detend the dimacatic righteat tha warking
chase agsirst the legislas e attacks ol the Tary gavern-
mert which serious.y affect the crade ureons and the
war<ing clas o wall as all groups on the et of the
labioas FuaTnr,

We believr the threat scairst demacratss righis arises
from

{1 Aains carrled owl by the palide, tha plrpo st of
which thay do not fasd abiged 1o axplain. These
raids gurenslly kad to large quancities of docurents
and addresses being taken away wnder conditlons In
wilich the work of the organistion can b dierapied.

Liil Holding suspects far lergthy periods befoes thay
are brought ta trial,

il The secrst desision 10 arm the polips.

Iwl The use of 1esaphone TRoRping, Tpe recording and
lettar apaning by e pelice 1o Ellegalty incriminates
ihose on the lefr whao are undesr survellanes,

l4) Plantisg sping and provocataurs within the work-
ing class rmovement. This is bassd on the so-called
theories of counter:isurgencsy developed by Kitsen,
Calearr and Clunerbuck with the suppart of the Tary
Cabianag.

We belsswe that The fight for damogsratic rights must
becarne an integral part of the strugle of ths crads
unian mavernent and the morking clas o expose tha
O T g af the Indurnal Helatisns Act and all scti-

| witiex af the Tary goveermment through laves wihich are

directsd against the demacratic rights of the working
(HCTE

I the ewent of an attack irsalving democratic rights
by Th Tory gouRinment or i1s sgancias sgainst work-
irg class drganisatiaorn, we will togather arganise such
pablic caregpaigre® os ere coridered mutuolly AopeEsry
Ta protact these Wﬂi“hﬂtiﬂﬂl ardd Lherir msieksarehip
Trgen wich aitacks,

The fight 1o end all bans and proseriptions In the frada
unipn and labowr moverment & an ossantla T e of

the geugght 1o dedend democratis gkt againeg the
aitacks al ‘the capitalist st

Socialist Labour Lesgus

Irterrational Sacialists

Inarrationd Merkst Group
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1 S 1968 Britain has made Tive major at-

' lempts v impose i3 own solution on the Irish
: prople. Fisi caame the piecemesl reforms .

.L der O Neill, while at the same time the Ulster

; police forces continued their harassment of the
. mationalsl minority. When this piece of trick-
| ery failed, the British Army was sent in,

Bt the power of the gun proved no greater
than fhe power ol persuasion, and so Britain

- comsiderably stepped up ity terror methods -
miemmend, latge scale oee of torture, constant
mas intimidation, etc. This also failed to des-
troy the resistance., leading 1o Ly Suspénsicn
of Stormont and the introduction of Direct

} Rule in March 1972, Finally we have the White
Faper, an claborate picce of legislation setting
ol yet more plans for desling with Britain's
“Irzh Problem”®

Holding Operation

1t s zasy for the British ruling class to pass leg-

: nlation at Westminster and to draw up schemes

for "power sharing' between different sections

h of the ruling class in lreland. But to impose
them presupposes the completion of one gigan

b tusk: repregrcen. This ks what Britain hes

| pursped since the troops first moved inin [ 969

- The failure of the repression so far means that

; fosday the White Paper can be little more than @

Bolding operation while the repression con-

| tinues under 8 new legal facade. The White

| Paper therefore highlighis the choice facing the

] anti-imperialist minority in the North. If their

ressstance fails they face the same exploitation

by Brtish imperialism in a restructured Ireland,

Il they resist they can expect no respite from

Whitelaw and his allies in the North,

The long promised White Paper was originally
mmiended to be something more far-reaching
ihan is actually possible for the British now,
When Direct Rule was introduced Whitelaw
thought that two things could be achieved in

-

oo d & very short time.

E-l" First, he thought that the IRA could be de-

) feated within a few months. Second, he be-

o) E=ved that with the IRA defeated he could iso

; te Cratg and the extremists in the protestant

] cmmp and build up a strong party of moderate

:1_ mmionists more pliant fo Britains will, From

~ ) much a position of sirength Britain could then

'F-' start to negotiate with the South and achieve
o mmm ol restructuring Ireland in the Interests

of Batish capital.

B Whetelsw was wrong. 5o what now is the
significance of the White Paper? i has two
emential aims. Fist, &t i3 an attempt to streng-
then gnd step up the repression whils at the

* mame tme giving it @ more ‘legal’ appearance,

. Zecond, it tries to alter the balance of forces
within the protestant community in fawour of
the moderates and against the extremista.

Concentration
Camps

The White Paper makes prowision for the pass-
ing of more repreceive legislation, the Northern
Ireland {Emergency Provisions) Bill, based on
the recommendations of the Diplock Commis-
siom,

With Dizect Fule, Whitalaw promised “the
speedy end of internment’, This was based on
the sssumption that the troops could defest the
IRA. But even with 20,000 sobdiers, boriore,
intimidstion, bribery and murder, Britain has
not succesded in destroying opposition, The
Army’s chief theoretician, Kitson, has repeated-

REPRESSION IN IRI

Iy said that if Bricain wanls 10 impose its solu-
lion uny remaining qualms gbout civil rights
and juridical processes have 1o be dumped, 56
the new Bil will provide for:

l. Continuing sniernmeni - bul ander a dif
lerent name since those involved will reach the
camps ¥ia a ‘special court”,

2. End of trial by jury.

3. Mew bail restrictions so that it canonly be
granted by a High Court judge.

4. In arms and explosives cases the onus of
proof to ke shifted to the defendant, who will
now be presumed guilly unless it can be proven
otherwise,

50 the concentration camps, & bit of an embar-
rassmeni within “the territory of the United
Kingdom' are given a legal window-dressing.
The camps, the special courts, the plain clothes
aszassination sguads and the Brivieh Army — all
these remain. This i the ‘solulion’ af the White
Paper

Loyalist Terror

By refwsing any important concessions (o the
natfonalist population, and by holding out a
vague prospect of protestant domination in any
new power structurs, Whitelaw hopes to lsolate
Craig and the extremisis who feed on the fear
of a British “sell-owt" to the South., These ele-
menis are an obstacle to the long term plans of
Britlsh imperial=m in lreland,

Buf that does not mean that they do not have
certain uses st the moment. For so long as the
main task is to représs and deleat the mation-
alist minority, then the loyalst murder squada
are 8 useiul instrument, along with the activity
of British Army plainclothes assassination
squads. Britain's role 5 one of repression, not
arbitration between twocommunities. The
sectarinn murder campaign has the effect of
further terrocising the nationabist commundty.
But while using the protestant exiremists in
this way, the main aim of the White Faper
policy is actuslly to Bolate them and diminish
their weight in the community.

Coming Crisis

With the White Paper Britain is indezed playing
ihe last of it political cards, Already, less than
two months after its publication, the chances ol
the White Paper actually achisving some sort of
political success for imperiatisen have dimin-
ished

Despite the intensity of repression and the
massive number of arrests, the resistance of the
natbonalist populaiion has not been seriously
undermined, The Provisional IRA still hos the
capacity tocarmy on & guerriila war against the
imperiakist army effective enowgh to disrupt
Whitelaw's timetable for stabilsation,

Within the British Army, the crizis of morale
continues. The troops see no end to the poli
tical crigis, and the Army has becn unable o
reduce [RA activity 1o an accepiably low level,

And within the Unionist bloc, Faulkner has
until now failed o consolidate the Unionist

are therelore unliteby 1o ke in 3 majority i
the new ussembly, where the Craipitis und the
nutionalisez will vole down the White Pyper

YWory clearly then the White Paper & failing. If
it does Failie seema lkely thar te sext step for
Hritain would be all-cut repression of the
naticnalat minoriiy. The British buve g far
falt restrained only by the possible effect that
such & mowe might have on the [nsh working
class in the South, and wn the small but pot-
entinliy imporiant anti-war movement in
Britain ifself.

Illusions

AL every step Lhe Brilish ruling class has had Lo
camouflags the resl nature of its role in Ireland,
above all the real cole being played by tha
Army. This was particulariy clear after the
masgicre on Bloody Sinday, The nakednes of
the represson was revealed and provoked an
immediate reaciion from the workers and stu-
dents in the South and in Britsin. Large dem-
onstrations, cceupations and protests took
phace. The suspension of Stormont, the so-
called ‘pacafication’ sttempt, and pow the
White Paper have tempororily blunted the
prowth and impact of the anti-war movement,
and have kelped maintain conflusion ghout the
‘meutrality ' of the British intervention.

But thissitwetion will change. The [ailure of
the White Paper will lead to incressing represion
in lrzland. Already, the Army scems fo ba
shooting suspoected [RLA men on sight rather
than arpesting them, And in Britain, the ruling
class is increasing its harassment of Repuablican
supporters, lelt wing groups and, in parallel,
working class militants,

Repression

A INErEAsing recOwBe o repesson is taking
place in most of capitalist Ewrope. Bul what
is significanl aboul Ireland is the foct that it is
g workshop, For both Britain and other NATO
countries, Ireland 5 a laboratory for new me-
thods of cownter-inswipency and civil contral,
The Army of the future s being trained in
Morthern Ireland. At present, in Hritzin itsell
the state is nof yet ready to shoot British
workers. But there 5 a continual erogion of
bourgeols democracy already taking place.

The main brunt of this increassd represalon is
being felt by Irish organisations in Britain and
socialist groups in solidarity with them. The
savage frestment meted out to the Belfast Ten
B only one exampla of o method which is al-
read ¥ being used on a scele which iz approach-
ing the mass frame-up of the Shrewshury build
ing workers. The interpenstration of the army
and the polics, already dchicved in lraband, can
be seen developing in the Special Patrol Group
which specialises in anti-picket activities and
was also responsible for the deaths of the two
Pakistani workers in the [ndlan embassy.

Armed Men

Party around his own lesdership and accepiance The British are demonstrating in Dreland that

of the White Paper proposals. The moderates

in the kast analyes the state s bodies of gromed

wr,

men. &g Wing Commander H.B. Allen said re-
cently in the Suaday Times: "Moo government
can rule without an ultimace detersent to civil
digsobedience”, Ireland is a key siruggle which
can bring this point home o British workens o
prepare thean in advaonce. And they must pra-
pire. The ase of represion in Sorthern Ireland
is not an isolated phenomenon but a prowing
threat in Brtain which the left and the working
clags arganisalions can ignore only at greal peril
to themsslves, Repression must be fought at
the beginning, it muost be resisted ot every point!

Revolutinnaries must take initiatives immediatc-
Iy to unite all posgible forees in acrlen on Chis
guestion - o bring together oll organisations
and pendencies of the working class movement

NEW AIT

by Bob Pennington

Al the bepinning of May 200 soldiers in riot
gear dcoompanied by alsation dops and English
prison warders made a sawige attack onde-
tainzes at the Long Kesh eoncentration camp.
Oine prisoner, George Gilkan, had to receive
treatment for head wounds after being batoned
v soldicrs,

The soldicrs and guarde took a particular de-
light in smashing up prisoners’ poseassions,

One warder, 2 well known bigot from the
protestant Bandy Kow “broke many mostels
including Inish Harps, Celfic Crosses anid
plaques’, This sane warder was renowned {or
his beating of defenceless prizsonsrs when he was
on the Maidstone.

The Commities in Cage I report: e came Lo
to find ouwr hute wrecked with owr clothing
strawn all over the place, Food parvels wers
also spoilt. Sogear was ecattered over meats,
washing powder into butber amd cikies were

s uashed

CONFINED

For over seven weeks now detainess haove been
confinsd to their viages, The arep of each cage
allows approximately 15 square yards of space
1o each prisoner, Mail has been withheld pod
‘there is no means of contacting wardem if a
prisoner 8 takemn ill in the fat lafested cges
during the night. Laje-night raids are a r=fine-
ment eagerly pursued by the guards and soldiers
Thret weeks dgo the men were wakened at 3.00
ain and mads (o sirip naked by gloating sol-
diers, This raid bsted for six bours. A com-
plete ban has been puat on all food parcels for

ARMY MI

The day after the Provisionale declared their
cease-fire last June, a punman opened up on a
s quens in the Glen mad, Andersonstown
area of Belfast, Three men fell wousded, and
d man in a bouse behind {he bis stop was hit
by a siray bullet, The weapon used waz a
Thompson sub-machinegun, and the car carry-
ing the punmen sped away.

On the surface, 1he incident appeared to be part
of an internecine |RA feud, Buf the car carry-
ing the gunmen was siopped by the RUC and
the policemsn bepan 1o ask gquestions, Thedir
guestions led to an Army slaternent on the
Toltowlng day which read: “Shortly sfter mid-
day a maobile patrol wearing plain clothes and
on surveillapce duty was travelling eastwards on
the Glen road. A grouwp of men standing at &
bus Lurnabout opened fire on the patral and
shot through the rear window of the vehicle,
narrowly misging o soldier. The patrol im-
mediately fired back and the men were seen

to Fall’

Bul the RUC was not sotisfied sith the Army
statement and was nat poving Lo allow the mar-
ref fo ekl there, The Civil Rights Association
and the Association for Lepsl Jusiice sl
guastioned the accuracy of fhe Army story.
The man bad not been armed, they claimed,
and nooshors hiad been fered at Lhe car,

e Waakly 18 May 1873 Poge 4



LAND STEPPED UP

10 & COELEGN SIruggie Agamnst repression, vicnm-
isgtion,. and the erosion of hard-won civil liber-
ties, This s our immediate task

Fairy Stories

But we must also seek (o win British workers lo
the defence of those militents in lreland who
are alio fighting our common enemy - the re-
pressive maching of the siste. We have been
told ime and egain by politicans and by the
capitalist Nunakeys of the press that the Indws-

irial Relations Act and the NIRL are ‘impartal’,

that they are there to keep the pesce’ and re-

present usall But every class-conscious workes
knows thisis a lie. Yet how many @of thess
very workers believe dxactlp the same fairy
stories when ' they are wsed to describe the role
of the British army in lretand?

We must fight to eonvince them of the trarh:
ihe Brizish Army is neither neutmal nor impar-
tial; it is not there 1o “keep the peace’ ner to
“stop the paddies murdering one another’; it &5
3 brutal instrument for the repression of the
legitimate national aspirations of the [esh
people, and for the defence of British impenat-
ism, Working cless militants who are fighting

for the imteresis of their own class hera in

Eritain must support the "enemy of their
ciemy' and demand the mmediate withdrawal
ol British troops from Ireland.

Solidarity

Eut ot the same time a5 working for effective
united sctions against represzion, and working
towin Brifish workers to take up the demand
for withdrawing the troops, revolutionanes
must also work to deepen the understanding of
the situstion in Ireland and the nstore of im-
perialism among the most politically aware

mititants, This demands that we continug to
mike clear our imeonditiona] sohdanty with
those forces who are sctoally fighting the Brit-
ish Army and British impecalism in Iralamd.

We must confinue (o siress the central impor-
tzance of the FRA's atrugple. For the nationa-
list minority understands thal if they can main-
tnin the resistance to impenabisom, particularly
tho srmed registance, they can rob imperalism
of its maost fried and frue weapon in the north
af Ireland — the ability to make a deal with the
protestant working class by shifting the worst
aspects of capitallst explodtation onte the backs
of the catholic minority. It remains essential
that we kecp up our full support for the
national struggle in Iretand and continue to put
forward the demand for soldarity with the
IRA.

Gus Fagan

MPTS TO INTIMIDATE PRISONERS

Cage & and bhoth detainses and visitors have to
pemove Tootwear for officlal visits.

The represive condilions, the use of balons
and the corsistent atfempt by Camp Governor
I ruesdalke o intimndeie the men has evoked a
protest from visiting tufors. Thirty tesachers
who volantanly vesst the camp fwice a waek o
hold classes have ssued a statement saying that
the policies presenily being porsued there by
Ehe Wihitelaw regime ‘offend against basic
humanitarian principles’ and could well reswli
in & confrontation situstion.

WOMEN

Af the women's prison in Armagh conditions
are aqually deplorable, ps the following beties
sent to Red Weekily confirma

‘Wa the women political prisosers of Armagh would

b= to make it known to the poblic ahouot the cramped

comditions in which we have to survive. In the W irg
b ate I3 wormen amd then are imadeguate acilities
to accommodate them all The bathroom conssts

af two haths, re'o foilets, and four small wash hand
basina The only slnk svailable for weiking clothes in
i the one fhat has <xisted sicae the prison was baill
The: failing found U <l walk serves ax & subsidute
for & chrthes line thuy making the wing even more
cramped,

Also with 80 many woiken in the wing il i necosiary
fo have a sick bay beécause in the mse of an illnes
pesoe and quiet is needed. [n the recreation yard
there is 3 hut which s supposed to be o TV room bui
it is wsed for crafits, games, dcussions snd a rest
room, Time ard time again e hows een promissd
pedball posts and other gaows equiprmeni but e yet
wi bave reoeboed none of these,

W must point oui that this is & women's prison but

-
™ -

o I"'l-'-r'.i--f].' o

Lomy Keeh concenbration mmp-ov, g if & arpposed o be dnower, the Maze Frisow.

yel Wi Gorupy cnly one small wing of the building
There is d gym and 3 huge recreation yard over in

"B wing bal these facilities am closed 1o us as they
ame used by Borstal offenders. We know aur needs
are small in companson with owr comrades in Long
Kzsh but there mugt be toom for improvemenl when
e ave woneen sérving santences from (ive to twebke
Viars.

Libesty and Soreagth,

The women political prisoners of Armagh Gaol.

STOPITI

This savage compaign againsl the prisomers must
be stopped. Trade unionists and members of
the labour movement should write to the Home
Office protesting ai the actions of Tryessdale,
the soldiers and the prison geards, As g gesture
of solidarity Studenk Unjons should consider
nominating prominent Republican prisomers
for official posts inside the Union, Presents of

books, food parcels and tobacoo should be sent
o

Cumann Cabrach, 2A Lower Kevin Street,
Dablin, Ireland, — Provisional Sepport Crgani-
gation for Prisopers in [reland.

Sapirse, 312 Gardiner Fiace, Dublin, Irefand, —

Officials Support Orpanisation for Prisoners in
Ireland,

RDER M

Following eight months of internal wrangling
between the Army and the RUC, the police
had their way. Sergeant Clive Graham

Williama (25) was tzken to Townhall RUC
Station and charged with the attempted mur-
der of Hugh Kenny, Joseph Smith and lames
Batrick Mumay, and with maliciously wounding
Thomas Gerard Shaw. Both Sergeant Williams
pmd a Caplain Tames Alistair McGragor (29
were charged with possesing a Thompon sub-
machinsgun and-eight reunds of ammunilion
‘under suspicious circumstances and withous
the authority of the Secretary of State’

When arrested and charged Captain Moliregor
replicd: “That ammunition had nothing to do
with me. The ammunition belongs Lo the police
at Castlereagh and was issusd by the Special
H-r.ml."ll.'

That was o 16 Febrwary. Both men appearsd
in o Betfasi Mogistrates Court on 28 February
grd wers remandad onbail of £1,500 each
after the British Army gave an assuranes thae
thee men would turn upat any subseguent oot
kizaring. The British pross reported thal the
men would be held under open arsestat
Thicpval Barracks, Lisbarn.

A pall al seerecy surrounded The rgging of
boch - men, and the British Army reldsed bosay
what unit they had been artached to oo the day

N CAU

of the shooting. But the Army List, which
names all British Army officers and gives their
regiment, states that Captain Mcliregor was
commissioned in the Parachuie Regiment on

2 Aggust, 1969, The Army spokesman at Lis-
burn was adamant that ao undt of the Parachute
Regiment was stationed in Northern Iraland on
22 June,

The Ministry of Defence in London still claime
that oo wnit of the 5 4.5, has operated in
Morthern Ireland. [t is now known that at no

rime were either of the two mea under any form
of arrest and, in lact, both have been engaged on

active duty since their arrese.

The reazon given by the Army for not relessing
ihe maie of (e regiment of the two men was:
Tt is & policy of the RUC and the Army nol [o
discloae rhe unit becawse in'court cases the pris
arer 4 bo be regarded as ag ordinary sepace-
man, amd not an aflicer, until the cuse is com-
plered. Afrer the investipation is com pleted

the pawee of The unil may be Teleased.’

DISCOVERY

et us kook at what , in-fact, bappened, On 3
May the twa man appearsd again ino Belinst
Mapisiraies Cowrt, and it was suddenly dis
coverdd [despite the sight moenrth [nvescigation
by the RUC hofane the charpes wera brodghe)
that the Thompson sub-machinegen had. in

HT

fact, been carried with the suthority of Mr,
Whitelaw. The brave (and still unidentified)
Captain was allowed his complefe freedom,
but the Serpeant was remanded on bail on
charges of attempited ourder, causing grevious
bodily harm, melicious wounding and with
possesgion of 8 Thompson sub-machinegun
‘under suspicious circomstances’,

Mr. Alssdair Frazer, for the Crown, 1oid che
Mamistrute, P:-lr John Adams, that informetion
had been provided by the British Army Auth-
orities to the Director of Public Prosecutions,
which showsd that 2 Thompaon sub-machiegun
wag officiatly held and aceounted for ns an
ilem of Army equipment.

Why was the suspiciows circumsignces’ prt of
the possession charge dismissed againsl Caplain
MecGrepor and retained against Sergeant
Williarma? Why was there no information re-
garding 1he comphcity ol the Special Brasch

at Castiorsagh?

The Sergeenl willappear dga in cowrt later
thiz month: The whereabouts of Cagdain
MeGregor, whe was awarded the Military Cross
[or valour, are not yel known.

Gery Lawless

Britigh Army gunmen ot wonk. Shown here iz
Sean Rownlres, wninfured, belng searched by
Britiah ecldiera. An houwr leter he was in hogpifal
writh sericus gFun shol wounds inflicied by hi
captors. Hie friend Munde ' O Rawe ey shot

dead after allegedly ‘resleting arrest”

Bl Winnkiv 10 Mau 19773 Bamg B
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LOST VOICES

Strike—A Live History 1887-1971, by
E A Leeson (Georee Allen & Unwin,

£31.75 J_-'i'h:h .a.r]'J' ."-:':'ub.'.rr.'_t.r_

& chorus from the working class. Despite o
pover strangely featloring an SLL banmer, Uas
structive book simply records the spoken
memories ol 835 trade unionsts aboul sinke
pctions, compiled by the literary editor of the
Morming STar.

Broadcsting voices otherwise restricied to
merrow audiences by the difficulties melitants
ofien experience with wrnitten expression, this
pablication reflects the trend Dowards “oqul
Btory’ and re-silirms the immenss potentinl
malue of the tape-recorder 1o labour lstonans
The problem is tha! the author, Bob Leeson,
pefuses (o exploil that potential by systemati-
cally examining the information he has sabvaged

NG-SAW PUZZLES

A rain ol Tascanating descriptions of industrial
pction (alls upon the resder, with 1he mingmum
of explanstion of contexl and circumsiances
T8 conirihutions range over cight decades, 180
strikes, 10 industries, both sexes. and widely
differing levels of political comsciousness.
Lesson denies using any queslionnaire ig his
lermiews, thus rendering seninus comparsons
Between the descriptions hazardous: Mo clue
are supplicd as to the exten| of cditing, nor (o
the method of s=lzction of contributors. The
muted, modest, aim of “piving something of the
favour’ of sirkes i subsiitated for apy otiemp
it smalysis. The reader is abandoaed, ke o
e with the scrambled pieces of wenly jig

sEw puzzles, to wssemble cluss and d5eern
paiierns

Y- procoical lessang ery o b foumd. At the
purely triuce umion level, Ban Dan bEvars amd
Edpar Lvans, from the South Wales pits, detail
preciseby the Tecomstiruction of the minuers
e i Sopdfale Iocalitids aTler the pout of
1926 (in the vicious circamstd nees of compeny
eniomism). Cn atrke stratepy, Dick Eihendye
hrsel by arguoes:
M sdeibos ivewvor Jusl, unbess ot i Bed L Che
puint o anrihdtien You gain in the keng
rurt, aven i yeo are spparen Ly bexten in the
shiafi Lisa
sbratugy, 1o kmarw when Dy relreal, il oegessiry,
o thee emipheyers ikl olten ol o srikd 2o un
lar That penal af anmilsikalnen

Fivw Bave 1o el -kimg wion

Linking the wnemploted Lo labour siregeles m
documented very usetully inconnection with
the grest engineérime ick-oul of [222 Sirike
tactics described run (eons sil-ins ©Daimler,
Coventey, 19 16), mass packeling. Tarmworsors
turming horses loose, building warkers muiling
up their munuger’'s offio: daor, wondwork ers
bangenap on molad al 3 UE pom, D achivale o
demand Tor o $d-horar week m 1220, e actual
subolape of egwipment. 1t is. however, the
ity ol lrede union oot wbicl he
buck illustrates moel vividiy

VIOLEMCE AND POLITICS

The fose of dnion bareaucrats, and their
activitios, are met forpotien. Seaman Par Mur-
vy recalls NUS racism apainst sirking Chinese
and Arab sesmen Lo break the §91 1 strike, and
e conletbotos s ox NATSOH'A Greneral
Secretary Georpe bages explatning how — as
Mimster ol Labourunder &ltlee hesenl the
Irneps infosirtke-bound docks. And the
viodenee of Lhe cupitulisl slale canmat be
vxcludied, s in another ¢xample from 1911

Thure were cheowsunds aus; it w5 like g
Sumday outirge. abl o them straw hali The
marinbed polic sziled aul ol by stahen and
drave them rithd o1 the Platezo { Lamy Siresl
Liverpusd o that they man inte the troops
comiing up Dule Stoeel The fighting went op
all Swoday izl @id the boesi parl ol Monday,”

Theee Slekibeys ercorred b1 podive ar Gaew, Souil Woles,

(R

Chrcnatiy episodes of that neture demand that
the pedirioe! conseguences of strikes receive Tull
sttention. Leeson Jesves this tagk to the heavy
vonbingent oF Commienist Party membeis
among his chosen inferviewees, or somelimes
stmply ubandons it So, very valuable informa-
tion s piven whout the Councils of Action
tduring the 1916 Ceneral Skrike, in Lambelh,

51 Poncras and Durkom, clearly demonstrating
their revolutionery potential for workers'
power. Bul not one allempl al expliining their
subpequent deledt is'offered, for that would
nicessitale eritlcsing 1he relianee: en the Left’
TN l=aders frellected in some of these
remimisvences) fostered by che poldical stratcgy
of the mdusirialy powerlul CP,

Also the anti-strike pobicy of the Stalinist-ted
shop stewirds during World War 1] = uphald by
a whobe series of contributors prakzing the

rmmma

usperialist war effofl, with no real dissentine
voices includ=d. The famous strugple of the
Betlesbhonger manersdin 1947-27 & just ot
mentioned.

Only u few clues emerge a5 to the revolationary
puiential of the wooking ciass. The sovialist
traditions of Jewizh garment workers in Loadon
in 1983 are rememberad, and the development
of nascent cransitional demands in certain
strikes can be traced i Covealey stoké
apainst profiteering in 1917, workshariog to
cointal redundancies, ete. Al of This demon-
atratcs the ingdequacy of simply recapfaring
Phe lest verees of malilanis on Gaps; arEuos py
that may be Their experienee will remgina
I, in pzal letms, Bo the working clos, wntil it
is analysed and re-analysed, Ironically, this
volume, inils potitical stziiljacked, may apea
more eyes toothar lesson

D Foml Wpekchy

T gesition of the role af the Hads unices in
morthern keland is really coming ta the fore chese
Warer. AN thie gresd workes (n Hasland & Welits are o
e Tor B pay increase. Mortar-bomiss haos baen
Bt froem the shipyards inmma Cathafie arcas. Anad
e Egater, supporters of the MU iear st the LFYS
spnference ar Skegnoss passed a resolution calling far
B ade union eack-kekping tarca Tor 1ha sz counties
Thip gort withs caversge in the British and I=ish papers

Whan artiede are sacalists in Britoin going 10 TAke
mowarchl 1ha Trade upions in ortheon Irefand? The
LFYS resodution s just the okd Mifitant three card
Bk - imigeriatist palstics dressed up in erade urion
S Tae.

St @5 they ghoswed in their Lordon debate with the
WA im March, Militant do believe there 5 a progres-
wve role for Eritish imperalcsm in Ireland sinee they
refume 1o ] far the ancoedinione watkddrawsl of tha
Srivigh arieyy, Tha dreain iius 50 Iredand = ot Sasce’
tehal & misarable 164 o pecifists the Miitent ore), The
ain iszus is complete and total weotory {or the war
sy British imperiatism, and 1he desrruetian ot
Srivish imperialiam inoall o larms,

AETitant ars baing duceitiul agair. They won't suppart
il detormirmtion and s=ceszion 1ar the brish people.

EOrroRAL COMMENT :

We hove publishad tha aboss laeser bhecaass v Tadl
That Uha vieas 01 ax pr s gvs both important and
gendrally sound. It ks indeed rogrottable that such
Iarsh words shoukd have ta be mid abour e paliticsl
Pouping that cen Wiy cleirm 19 Tredskyint ofsgins. But
Ehars i no puifpose in letting santimentality cloed
ik trith: the oriticlsms which thess comrades makia
ol MTitavit are, for the most port, painfully seif-

e idant,

Thw record af the Britieh revolutionary beft with re-
@ to the national struggle in Ireland {aither todoy
or im the past] & hardity one of vigorous struggla sed
unbsrolcan soliderity, The Miinasr i no axcption o
il But cartainly taloes i capitulation further than
sy ather group, with the swoeption only of somo
Miacist mois, and 10 8 saer exctent, the Commnist
Farty, So far Militarrt hova mol opanily sdopied the
“Two Nations'™ theory of the irish Communis Grgan-
Emtion. But AMTrant hie syitenatially distorted the
meturs of the struggle In Irelend ond providod o beft

Fed Weekly 18 May 1873 Pope &

Can’t thay kaow thar the averwhielmeng majority of
trade wriorasTs im the sis oodntieg are Frotestants

in, imperighat-merdad, chavamastic. British loyabsts.
The skill=d trages ar Hastand & Wolifs ane 1004
uriiareaed, arid 130% Protegtant, Why? Bocsuse
narihEn Ireland is part of the British imperialist
sconomy, shup-burldirg b one of 1ha Mot crate
distraimy ort tha British econamy, and crali
whigna are organsateora ol the Lhow argTocraty
st defend Ther pesitian by kEsping othar worsery
(2178 i

VAl |

I the sie couwntiss, whard 1he whole sconomy
practically revolves around Marland & Welits, 1he

aral | peejudices ol the Protestant skillsd weker in are
al tme ‘black trades’ fike bailer making are irseparably
imid el wp siarh Pis aanaosl fatrad 1ar e lrish
labguiar . Puee frade unianism s Tully compatible with
imperiabist, =en fascst polites i Merland & Warls

Lanin dxplwinnd g @ea hove 'the culturs ol 1he
pebsanced countries has been, and s3ill s, che resual of
their being able 13 live a1 the eeperae of o thawkand
milon operRsEed pEeele, The whiola thing (ot
divn 1o ngihing bt bribery. b 5 these thowssrds ol
milliars an swoerprofics that form the econaric basis
cf cpparsunsm i The workng-slas maeement '
(Epeacth ar the Secand Cangrase of the Dominarm,
PR

Qrgrnge bigetry amang the Frotestant rrade snionists
iz only the mast disgusting Example of kaw the
British capitabisng Bava heen @08 Lo goefupl laraa
Fuarnkiars o thasr ‘oaen’ waie kars with saps frem
|'|".;ﬁ|i:;i|i:,r|

Hiowe con The Miifant oretend chey don't knge thar
IFish wearkers ard 1orced (o amigratd Tram b six
ciurti=s by the t#ns of thousands. ters of thaussmds
are urermpdaved, and the ress are wan by eeglogadd in
menial, canisl Bhourimg Jobs — b that can hardly
weir be umienised ir oo stable way What daes a "rrade
union-orgarised peace koeping force mean 10 Thase
Iran wenrkers! LAW, Vasguasd, Drargesm and
Prodesiant supremacy”

Even Paddy Oautin MP wisa dassn's claim to be a
Marzist is mare horao and more af a haig than
Mifitant. Wihen they were pessing reolutions at

apabogy for impenalist Protestant worers in i sup-
port of partition,

For the Wiitan? the natsonad struggle in (rolord s
wralniant, & divarsson from tha Taal’ wtruggla of 1he
workirg oclass Concretaly, this can b soan by thesr
visas on the Civil B ghis Movemsent and Partitian,
Besording o Hiliand the cvil rights caompasan de-
rupted an alloged maovemant in tha Sectiss armang
Protastant snd Cethalic work e ewards clem unity.
Thass they contradct the theary of parmanent roerolu.
weon by obding that & struggle over damooatic de
marde has a d wersiorsey role. Semilarly, ke the
1C0, they regard tho oppasitien al Protmstant workors
1o tha avillireg of paetitean s Eareact and Proglessiem,
This task 0 coma 1o grips with the real problem: tha
Isch of corsolousnms an the part of Cransgs wnsonks
warkors thot Britluh imparialism appremses the whole
of irsdand; both the Cathabo and Frotostant working
clags

Ths & precisaly the tyee of vees asigred to Troisky
by Stalinism: tha &lea that the bowgeos damoeral b

Skegness he kicksd upa raw because Frotestant
wanrkers in Harland & Wolfs viere shooting home
e e ka0 barnkis From tha shipyards inre shae
karnas af Irish g Bacg in thia Shard Sirand anclava,

He attackes Andrew Bare, a CP reactiarary who is
chairman af the Corfederation of Snipbuildiag and
Ergineenirg Uniars, Barr had she gall 1o geny tham
had been modtar-bomb attecki froem the yEngl

Dieelin makd Rimm: | viaw your orgarisation’s aetivities
i orpcen yeges and sts anti-Catholic tendercies with
desp digtrust . There is rat ane gingle incidiem
recarded throughonn The lasy three vears al the
Canfeddration 4r o member trade Unian acting against
the bigots ineclved in The e pulsion o1 Catholic

wor ke from Ther jobs." (Irish Prars, 26 Apni],

Py Devin af e SOLP,

finratull ion eauld b 'dopped avar’, sl ite prohBms
forgoiten about, But what did Tretdy actually wey?
Ha argued that the probiems ond teskis of sPe ot jaial
and damseratic Fevalution emsiond "Burn ing questions
ol the day', but that the copitalist class was unable 1o
carry out a sarious struggle for cheelr sobuion, amd
thorotors the work ing clas mud s up and lasd The
streiagle 1o regabya thess peoblems.

Thass, im the Hght of the theory of permanant resolu-
vids, tha matsonal Questhan and national strugg ke &
Iraland ramamn aluoli el ecEive Questians tar thas
Irish work ing olass: precaely becsuse it s only this
elaas which & capabila of casrying on an oo mpr om-
g sirupgla against (mpaenialem ard for the solution
@l the nelional gussbtion

Ther dvlitant condemn thass who pursee the rotiona]
wir g be g4 meoiding the 'wocial ssaos’ and splithing

tha working clas’. Batin the Tramawark of perman-
ol revalution how should the question of uniting

the teo sactiors of the clas be resolesd? - Thes MiGmar
#ia [Pl StrLgEyin ovar sccnomic and social issues as

What hava tha Mitianr dons o Fight fasciss politics
amorg these Protestant trade inionists? They say
these chauvinises should besame @ 'prass-kesping
Tarea,” What if tham 1o chadm bitseaarn A ndraw Barr
ared the iand? The Militact have more. in comeman
with Barr ard Wic Feather than wach Lenin, thay
proaiie & et ety tar imperialism

Lenin was sttackirg the Miitaats of his day whan hao
said, “he Jingolst and chavvinist-mandod labior
ariglocratd &1 Brotain and- Srparica sressnt a very
great darg=r to socaliam.... The garties of the Second
Interrarional haur pledged thamanivas 1@ e luetion-
ary potion, but they have given na sign of genuine
ravnlutionary wark ar o gEaidtance 19 10 exploited
ard gepandert retions in their reva it against the
oppressor natiars.” (Reporr of the Sommissian or i
MNotiarel and Doloril Quesrios. 26 Juslyp 13205,

We =ay 1o the WViEane, what haes waa dene coneremely
T s ar the iahainiaggle over the past caupls of
years? There's 20 ofd Belfast working olass saying:
"Talk's cheap, hut it takis mo ARy 0 by drird.”
Fiiwe radd susperted rish dermonstrations, you've
nat sttended benefit nights for dependents, Al you
oa o artacy Thie Prodigianal 1A A, I's sl wary wnll
baasding abowt oeliectirg €70 far Mexican pelicim?
prisoners. But what hawe vau ever done far Idsh
palirical prigamary, the prisonses of o awn
mpitalists? Anather Belfast wnrking class saying -
‘Put wgoar shds up?’

Lunir krew thess &8t heroes inside out, " The
Fussiar Social-Oemoeras who ‘rasagaises’ the s=i-
danareranation of aatiarg Soee or ke L without
bnath=ing to okt Tor the freedam of secsssian of
natiomns appresssd oy tsarsm, s i e anc imperialise
ard o faccey of wariam, fTie Déscusaionn oa Salf-
Dharar s Woed Summad Do, July 1816

Well, Mesrs. Taaffe, Hadden, Grant and Ca, — that's
vol. Imperialscs end lackeys of Unianitm | We hops
1hie coming AlL etnlessnos an the British labour
mavement and the Eritish army in Iezlard wild soend
o lat of time disgussing the ralation betveeen British
Frnarialism, the labour arssiocraey, ard this sort of
opporkuisin,

R. Asoal, T. Haig.

v irg &n indepandant dynermic Trom that ab the
national struggle. Throwgh struggie on theso sues,
thi two seetiens of tha wnr!:lnq elat et ba vnited,

Bt thiis forgets that these issues in the sin-county
situathon arn meedixted through the national guastion,
Tha prawant @rugghs of the Catholics, by changing
the balamoe of foroes betwonn the oppreised mmority,
Brivigh |mps ialm amd tha Protsitest working clems,
cragtes a sifuaticn whershy the protestomt waork Ing
olass can no langor b digmcted fram thair sesnamic
and socual prablams in the (redrtienal manner |is

by oppremxing the Catholesl. Thus an historieat
el Mo Tadas Tha Proteient working clomi: sithar
te argage in o suicklal DN initketed Civil Marar to
raslise thad thedr interssis (e in |oining with tha Cath-
olice im Ehdir strugg e sgainst the British imparialismn .

This b tha 1rul eantant of the theory of pesrmanant
reyobution 2 appled to Irelensl. 1t 8 2o the positkan
whech has bosn oensistontly put foreard, apoled and
divaloped by this Intaraations Mars 1 G roup with
regard ta the Trish nationsl struggle.
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The Chickens

Come Home

ANGLO-PORTUGUESE
ALLIANCE:

Left Turn’ by

Bandaranaike
Regime ?

THe beey on- dermonstrations s publie mestings in
Cewlon v 1@mgaranly litied on "-‘d'\-' Dy Lk waai
[tMough m-imposed on 2 May| so 1hat the coaboar
portiet oould bedd & pubiéc rally. The gim al thiv

rally w10 boost the segprg moraie of the govemn
ment's suppesrtens and prevent e disintegration of
1P populer froat léd by Madame Bandamadi ke

Im Taoe of ket unpopularity the coalition laaders
have resaried 1o the “MNaserite' 1mctc of 8 partsl
mobiliwarion of a sscricn [gehecally P2 mare back-
ward layeral of the masses Gonvssmmiinl 6 ) ke man
ut the Moy Davy rally made new ‘promizes’ 10
|rplerment socialist pofices, Tha Prame Minister,
hrowatwar, cespite all e demaspogic rhargne, calied on
thee mamsses toowork Besd 1o maka the country

i PR, She gringungd] That noxt year the
govarnEERT will stop imparting rice {ar presant B%
of the food mauimement imported| and the people
waniild Fiave to st yarms

Whils the govarnment’s hotlow promises cannot 5100
tha rot, even such partial mobllsations may be
rwmned against them. On ey Oay the LEEPIRI,
Caylon section of the Fourth Internetional, ook
advantage of the temparary relaxation of emergency
reguistion 10 call B demonstration aid MaRTing
through the Ceyion Mangantiie Union at which s
reaalution was agopted cadling o0 1Fhe government to
stog imports & armi, not rice, to restond all derg-
cratic rights indieding tha right tosimike, and o
relesse &l political prisoners, The mesting alo
gocided to form mues ooimimiiiees 1o @mgsign lae
thegs ol sraan o

Tre Caylon Solidedty Campaipn ha menched a
iy Chmpasgn m pedigariTy Wt Thess demands,
which Farws nowy lan sodorsed by 5 mbed argenis-
tions In Ceyion with 3 tolal rembersbip of mare than
a mitlian. Mom databs from Ceylon Soldsrity
Campmign, I Demmingion Park Mansons, London,
MWE,

PARTNERS IN CRIME

This summer well sae eeiebraions’ ol ke GO0
annlvamary of the Anpglo-Portegese &llarce. In
organising tham thit T gowerrimerts aim 14 halgter
upand give a “popular’ goss to their coflabora tion ir
the regression af the lioeratian struggles, whech pase
an increasingly sucoesslul hmear not only o Porb-
guese calar=alism but 1o the inierests al Wainern
impaeializm As two of the Gldagt colanssing pavesrs
ir Euraps, they keve betwesn thema vl experience
of rutheEsy regregnga srd Counier-revos ulion sgingl
colpnial wars in the impenalist gpach, which is
brought 10 baar 1day inthe Amt Gulf,in etand
and in Sguthern Alsice,

anglo-Pormuguese callabarateen i ANl 1k, not

: End dhe Ak oe :nr.ll,n:l'a-'raen picker Dk af Fdinurgh

i priaingly, based an ksl |E||-i|'|1E|T!5.T. Portuge:
plays far Britain the usetul role of policieg a large
proportian of 18 vail eeenomic interests in Saurhem
Africa, Among the British tirre explaiting the

pappin of Mozamiiqus and Angala are such famitiar
names as Britiak Oxygen, K|, Tate and Lyle, Meral
Bow and Fso Tinta Eine. In metern Britain, alpng waith
West Garrmany, Franes and the UL, pravides
Fortugsl, sapeciatly through NATD, with & mas
part of its rapidly growing defenoe needs. Britain alsn
saleguards Portugal an the diplomatic tront: a
significent peart of Brimin's EEC negotistions involved
| Ensuring thai Portugel s ecnomic incenests weosld D
| smtinlied

A campaign 10 end Brrain's collaborstren wih
Partugal’s colonial wens ard in salidarioe with the
liberation movement s being erggmised by Tho
Cosmemi tiee far Fresdasm in Mozambigus, Angole s
Gaindl, with the support of an inereming number-of

arganaations, The firststage ol tha campaign 15 o
oraganise pickeis sgansl the Duke of Edinburgh,
wabaig wisi1 ro Partugal next manth is intanded as a
maior diplomatic and Bitics] beost to the regird.
Thig will be falipweed by the arganisaticn o pickets at
a7l 1 Porcuguese corsulatag in Britaln an 16 Juma,
e gietual dape of 1he anniversary. On 20 June 1here
will Be 3 mas rally in Tentral Hadl, Westmepster, on
‘Saeuthern Atrica in Stroggle. O ol the ipeakers
witl b Marosting oas Santos, vies president of
FRELIMO, Thers well b2 asimelar rally in
Marchayiay o 3 dama,

The Erng the Aliigrice Campaign B et iniended a= &
all imiziatve, But 15 el el in the

L
L\g::

ang andd T

coaiast at the need 1o build & mass movernsnt
agairat Britiih collaboratian ang in suppart of the
liberation struggh, The poditiced education of
activiges in this mowaeat i ane of the pus poses ol
the canferenoe on ‘Revaligtion Againg Portugeess
Colonisliim’ 10 be held in Mencheter on J73-24
Jure, Speskers incluce dos Cantos, Boall Devdilson,
Bob Sutchifie, Johs e, Fred Halliday and Joa
S,

The climas &l 1ha pofitcal mobilisation &f his
campaign will be 8 demonsrration against Frames
Castanc when ke comes 1o Britein an 15 July o
clench the “goodwiil’ that both imperialisl powers
hopE to engender by 1he celebmations, The Tirkd visit
by a Portuguese Prime Minister in 50 yoars, (1
mdicates the rowang conaern af impssialEm weath the
vaars i AFrica, An effechve demamtration an 15
Julw waill be a Blow aglinst Portogusse oolanialbam
A ancenat it expects 1o be gke sale ground of the
metropaliz of it ‘obtdest ally.'

to Roost

alvar years of loysl compaigning, freedom is af hand
for Soviel Jaws, of 50 wa ans 1old, The visas tax on
Jorwss wha vwant 1o amigrate from the Soviet Unlan to
Iiranl has been shalvid §fier Amarioen prassurs,
After all, nothing oan ba allowed 1o stand n the way
al " pancaful ca-axistenes botween differsnt secal
Eyame.’

Tha bam on amigration has bean lified by the :
Savint bureaucraey kn ordor to oy fawer with the
LIS, Mow &l dasant paopls will ba sathfiad -
sspacially the Zienkst regi me, which rggends this
Sayial Jewish i mmigration & a haavan-mnt influx
iargaly of skillad manpowes. “Here ar soma real Jews
at last,' remarked Golds Mair, in mforence to tha
fact thet thasa Russian Jaws, unliks 1ha Oviental
Jowizh immigrants, spealc Yiddishl Tha naw

arrivals will be sble, if Uiy 30 dasirn, to satth in the
ocoupied terdtaries of the West Bank — after sl kow
battar 1o gat to knov your rew nelshbours than by

_taiing ovar thair lends? The Palastinlans on the other

hand, wha den™t have such a subrtle camprehansion
of tha disloctic s Masers, Brazhnoy and Kosygin,
might ling it ditfipwit to undenstand why dn 1572
sione a total of 30000 Saviet bews smigrated 1o
baraal,

Wihat then of the Jews who wish to remasin in the
Soyaal Unlan? Thay will of cours continun to suffer
from tha ill-concaalad anti-Bamitiom of the nillng
bunssiieraey, But you n be sur That they won't
attract much attention from the Zionist mowament,
wehich inststs that the only resd to redemption from
tha oursas of diapersian b repatristion m lerssl {did
s maona say something about Enach Powalif].
Whara, wa might sk, hova ol the demomitnstons
poned

Anti-internment Lasgue Confarence

THE BRITISH LABOUR MOVEMENT
AND THE BRITISH ARMY IN IRELAND

Seasioers on: 1. The Pelitic of Aepression,
2 Tha Thaory ard Practick af Fapmasion
A The Tachnology of Aepression.
&, The Insh Strupggke and £k Brirlgh
Labaur Mowameni,

Eilrm show and pariormanom by Combine T hestne Group

Saturday, 18 Map, 1000 a.m. Comway Hall,
Hed Lion Square (Holbarn tube).

| ENQUIRIES: Mauresn Maguirs, B8 Aoslyn Rd.,
! London M.16 [BO0-9392)

LEBANON: WHICH WAY FOR ARAB REVOLUTION ?

Aseries of bloody chashes between the Leban-
eie Army and the Palestinian commandos have
onee again broughi the simmering caul-

dron of Middlbe East politics inte the Western
hendlines,

The latest outbreaks of fighting were Lriggered
ofl by the lssaeli terrorist raids on 1D Apol, in
which three leaders of the Palestine Libesation
Drganisation wers murdered and the

offices af the lefi-wing Popalar

Democratic Front for the Liberation

of Palesiine blown up, This opsrabon was
part and parcel of a systematic lsrael strategy,
wiede aims are to liguidzte all elemenie of the
Pylestinian sesistance, wholever thea pro-
grumme, tactica and numerical strength, aad to
bully the Arab regimas into accepring “peace’
on lsrael’s terms

By BOB SLANSKY

The Fionist regime, which has dessovedly
schisved a reputation {or ruthiess and cynical
counter-revalutionary violence séond Lo nose,
is intent on pushing those Arab atatzs which
have not already got rid of the guerrillas into

n choice between clamping down on Lhe Pales-
tindan movement or suffering eplsodic lsraeli
terror expeditions {no lonper even dresed up
as ‘reprisals’), The repeated bombing raids
apainst Lebanon and Syria show Dhat this s

no idie thresi. Each suecesssful military exploit
derves only to whet the Zionisl leadees” appet-
ite for further demonstrations of their phsolul
military hegemony in the area.

Indead, Israel is now more self-confident thim
ever in its role as che policeman of the Arab
Eust. Dayan bosefa openly that it will inter-
vene whetever stahdlily” s threatened, Gone
g5 the ‘Lzt phraseclogy of yesteryear. inils
place iy the naked reality oF imperialism’s
wartzhdop in fhe Arat world, Asthe feracli
Aanbassador wrote in the Spectator on 1b
Ezhruary: ‘I 1srael wasn't thete Tthink the
Brirish and Western povwers would find thai
their irterests and posivions in the Middle East
wonlel have long heen swept nway by Arab
ssdicalism and Soviel imperialism, The egines

in Amman and Beirut would ales quickly dis-
appear

The Lebinese repime has responded to Israel’s
proddings in prediciable fashion, by launching
ant all-out offensive againgt the Palestinion com-
mando organisations and their bascain the
refugee camps. The Lebansse President,
Suleiman Franiizh, has made it clear thar he is
determined, a8 (he very lzast, to hring the Pal-
estinian movement under still tghoer control
than before.
from his widely-guoted remarks to Mahmeud
Rind, the seceetary-genernl of (he Arab League.
"When | took office 1 swore to preserve Lhe
sovereignty of this country,and 1 intend todo
s, T will ot allow the riss of a state within a
state.” Armed by Britsln, Franes and the U5
as well a3 Yugoslavin ond the Soviet Union,

Lehanese veaction is bent on muzeling and para:

bwsing the feduyin, if not destroying them alto-
gether

The lsracli one-eved bandit, Dayan, bs full of
praise Tor this prompt aciion, Suddenly,a
month sfter nrdering an armed operation in
the Lebansse capital, he has become the most
enthusiastic advocate of Lebanon's "natlonal
sovereignty’. Such bypocrisy is matched only
by the venal cowardice of the Lebansss regine
itself, which having stoodd by as the [sracls
shot up Beirud hen turned its rint padice on
student demonstrators the next day, and now
turns its army on the Palsstininns.
the patriotic rhetore, = the sordid reality of
passive complicity idirect collaboration with
Lionism

‘PROGRESSIVE'

The so-called ‘progresaive’ Arab regimes urd no
[ [E1 § E'f 8
did take time off frem torturing dissidenis to
send a personal envoy to fry 1o brig about a
cepseline, bul his esgential interesl is in reaghing
4 compramiss deal witl the [srazlis; which will
epable him to salvage some prestige at boms
and shinre up his hold aver BEgyptisn sociely.
The ‘total confrontation - with [srack, promised
siv alian thal 1t bas become a national Joke, L=
i practice onlyan excuse for Turther domeatic
TEpression.

Hiz ro-nomsens: altitods 8 evident

Suéh, despite

Apwar Al-Sadat, the Egpeptizn president,

Fazeah feader Vassir Arafar—offers no wy S ward.

The Syrign povernment, on the other band, has
given some supporl to the beleagnered gueiriliag
pactly for intzrnal reasons and partly because
the Ha'srhist regime kmows Tull well that Istoel
will not retuen the Goban Heights under any
clrcumstances, Buol che Sydan regime has ne-
{used to commit its repuals army although the
presant truce & fundamentally shaky-and re-
newsd fghting in the relative shorl term b al-
st certain,

The determination of che rank-and-file of the
Paleslinian movement to retain their hard-won
positions should oot be snifer-catimated. As
long as the root causes of the Palestinlan pro-
blern  1he existence of anexclugivy racist,
prodmperialist power stneeture buill on the
pppression of another people —are nod at=
racked, resistance inane Toorm ot arother will
conlifue The recent resurgen ce of guereilla
aerivity inside the occupi=d lecritories, and
{bie even more spnificann discovery of spy
rings oe reskstance calls amosg Arzbs lvimg in
the pro-E967 bordera, as well as amang the
Druze population, invalving ior the fiat dme
voung Baclh Fews, testifies Lo this facl

This ex plains the tenacity and desperate hero-
ism with which the puerctlas have held out
agalnat the most recent offensive. Their l2noders
however, have demonstroted yet agaio their
unwillingness to link the national strugele
against Zionism with a policy of independent
class atrwggle of the workers and peagants
apainst the existing Arab status quo, Fioanciall
dependent on the Arab roling clasa, they have
consBtencly clung to the haskrapt formulas of
‘unity againat the common enemy” and ‘non-
interference in intecnal Atab affairs', Thi has
bed them b make one ratreat after another, pre
puring the way for the Istest Lobancse offensive

The Ateh revedution, which sustained a numbes
of heavy Blows in 1970-T2, s now experiencing
the beginnings of & new and hopeful upturn.
The student revolt in Egypt and the struggles
of Lebanese workers and: youfh in the last
parlod-are only the first signs of this recovery.
But the struggle sgainst imperialism and against
Flonlam will only be succeseful If the cripplidg
idenlogy of ‘Arab brotherhood' is cast aelde
and revoluticnary socialist politics developed,
Mever has this been more claarly shown than in
the evemis of tha past few wesks,
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WATERGATE: A NEW SILENCE

i seemns mow that Nixon will ‘de
ihe slorm” despite his sensational ex-
posure in the Watergate Affalr and
ather crooked deals — one of his
mides negotinted a F400,000 contri-
to Bepublican Funds in re-
tun for dropping an anti-trust suit

i o3 an excellent chance to force
Nixon to drop his special aides and
sdopt  more ‘realistic’. policies - are
now petting scared that the disclo-
sures might discredit the whole capi-
talist system.

As one scandal lollows another, the
dinillwsionment of the Amearican pop-
utation swells to frightening propor-
tions. The lntest Gallup Poll shows
that over 50 per cent of the Amen-
an people believe Nixon participated
i a cover-up of Watergato.

Eysenck
Attack

Following the attack by members of
the maoist Communist Party of Eng-
hand (M-L) on racist quack professar
Eysemck at the London School of
Economics list wesk, the students
mafon has voted fo apologlse o him

but abo to defend his ‘assailants”

mgainst any victimisalion,

The attack ltself was undoubiedly a
fuctical mistake. There is nothing
wrong  with preventing right wing
Meologues. from having a platform,
but such actions have to be politically
prepared beforehand so that  thair
motivation 5 undemtood. However,
once the deed was done it was casen-
tial to defend the Maoists against vic-
tmmaiion =i 8 time when the ruling
cless i stepping up #s offensive ap-
aindl students

This was oot understood, thowgh, by
all the left. The Communist Party, in
particular, essentially put focward a
fime of "all respectable students unite
o combat thuggery’. In effect they
sapported the witch-hunt launched by
the right wing, and although an IMG
motion caldng for defence of the
Masists was narrowly pased by the
umion meeting it9 substance was lar-

pely amended out of existence with’

CP help,

[Ntra-lefiizm can be s dangsr to the!
siudent and labour movements, But
the responsibility for suche actlons
must fie with the failure of the “lead-
ery’ to offer any alternative way for-
ward. The sort of opporfunism which
ths CF indulped In at the LSE last
week can only ocpen students up o
fusther attncks and thus incresse the
likelibood of more individual acts of
‘sdventurism’.

One group of Republican senators
became 50 deaperate st this lack of
public mupport that they threatened

By Jeff King

a revolt againat Mixon, A Nixon aide
then Informed them of the possible
imminence of “another Dien Bien
Phu in Indochina’. He explained:
"The President may soon huve o
decide whether to bomb Narth Viet-
nim of the Communist misaile bases
in the South. How can he take such
n step if his support in Congress is
collapsing? The revolt fzzled owl.
Faced with the choice of defending
Mixon's crooked regime or jeopar
dizing the interests of Amercan [m-
perabism, the senators decdded to
put thelr mouth where their money
lies.

Even the press which has fed so
greadily on the White House scan-
dals has begun to develop a cerlain
coyness.  Many American papers
boycotted the report thal former
presidential connssllor John Dean i
now ready fo implicate Mixon., The
day this story broke, NCB news
blandly reported:  'These were no
new developmenis in the Watergate
case today.”

The medls bs always a rellable ally
for American 'demoeracy’. Whan

Bobby Baker, Lyndon Johngon's aide
wis progecutcd for bribe-taking John-
con arranged o million dollar pay-off
to keep Baker quist. & book wrnitien
by 0 Washington lobbyist documents
how lobmson wept hystercally’ amd
screamed ‘IT that bastard talks 1 am
guing to lapd in jail Tell hime [ will
give him & milllon dollars Lo teke the
rap. I've gol ta be kept out of this’
Drespite its tremendous nows value
this disclosure remaingd wnreported,

Support for MNixon |3 not mesiricted
to the press sad the  Republicans.
Teddy Kennedv has publicly ex-
pressed his support and hopes that
the case will not damage the Presi-
dency. Gewrge MeGovern his op
ponentl in last wesr's elections has
sung his pacans of prase to Nixon
and suggesied that be ought to ‘admit
0 mistake a5 it % escentianl 1o the
nation’,

MNixon will also be chesred by the at-
titude of Peking and Moscow, who
have remained silent on the cose.
Hedrik Smith, Mew ¥ork Tisies cor-
respondent, writes: ‘This is the ons
big world capical whers a Mioon Ad-
ministration official can escape the
Watergate nightmare.”  Desoite the
fact thar US bombing in [Indoching
now fofals 130,000 tons since the
cease Fire of 27 January, the Peking
and Muoscow bursaucracias prefer not
to discredil their deal with Nixon in

"l SOOTY— T Do St e o |,

the eves of the Russan and Clinese
poople,

In Britain, 1o, there has besn o coe-
tain eeluctancs fo gomment, The
Losthes affair, quickly following on
the heels of Pouwlson, shows thot tax-
fiddles and the involvement of Gov-
ernment personmnel are not o peeuliar
Amencan disense,

The case has however teached such
alormipg proportions that sacrficial
offerings will have fo be made of
those l=ast able to implicste nihers,
The ruling class will withdraw pro-
teclion from those who have no bar
guining  power and rely on o thise
whose lovalty is sufficiently strong
and purchasable to servs thelr sen-
tences with tight lips, with a suilable
pay off when released. There is too
much at siske for the Amercan rul-
ang.class to admit that the capiralist
system breeds such corruption and is
rup by Chind-rate shysters like Mixon.

Bason

From BOB BEST

In the new found of Manchestsr on-
gineering disputes the glant Gardner’s
works In Eccles remains solid in itz
aighth wesk of strike and @i-in, B
ot Bason's in Stockport the occupy-
ing workers were ovicted sarly lasi
Friday morning by a large foree of
police and so-called “bailiffs’. Pck-
eting there continoes, however, des-
pite constant police intimidation, and
the ‘owners' hove so far felt unable
to repossess the facrory,

The dispute at Gardnror's is centred
around the Manchester Piecework
Agreement [MPWAY [t was under
the terms of ths agreement that the
Cardner's workers declded al the bé-
ginnming of this year to protest sgsinst:
low piscework sarnings by poing on-
to the basic day rame, banning all
plecework until new piecework rates

were agresd upon.  Affor nine weeks .

of this management threatened Lo
lay off the men wnless they agreed
Lo Tift the ban, thereby breaking the
MPWA., An official sirike and the
sit-in. Tollowed slmost immediately.

The MPWA hac been a very strions
weapon i the hands of Manchester
chgnesring workers, and the attack
an it is one promg of a new attack on
thap floor organisalion in the area

s Strikers Evicted

by the local Engineering Enrployeis
Fu‘-dara[:il.m_. whose president s the
mannging  director of Gardoess. - The
other prong is the attempt to isolote
and intimidate militants through wie-
Limsations aml sackings, The recent
sacking of [8 shop steward John
Deazon pt the Newton le Willows
works of Ruston Paxman (GEC)
alter an unsuccessful strike of seven
weeks for his reinstatement ®% one
exampie of this the so-called ‘redun-
dancics' dectsred a1 Hason's are an
other

Every step in this new emplosvers'
offensive directly affects the Uiphc

l!.l.-.lr.' o LR awhetoy pnm:!. :'ln'.l-.'r: 'n'::n palioe grd haiBE stormed Hovor'y ii'.:l'F.l'H.i_]'.

ing ability of all engineering workers,

partiaularty with the  possibiliiy of
Jew sbrugeles arownd the AUEW claim
in the autumr. I the M4 s
Amashed at Crardnec’s then it oaill
engourage employer aller smploysr
to Ury their luck at the same pame.
Solidarity action now by other en-
cineering wotkers in the area & of
the utmost imporience; particualarly
elfective could be a more peneral
banning of plecewnrk and o rever
ston fo the baslc day rate as ot Gas-

docr's. This would clearly remore
Lk inipintive from tha empiovoes
and place it Giemly in e hands of

the workers,

( Red ij

The Cewenrry 8 arrested . aftee the police
rakds 0 Ag!, carmg up for their fift
ramrand  last Mandav: s usial BEik o owes

| opposed booodse nnouines swers prooseding

in Langnghirs (et wesk it was Yarkshinal,
Mo date hes been fixed far tha trial,
becauze the polica are shar of eyidencs ard.
they knaw it

& dsrgE srd militany coowd grested. the
Prisarsrs a6 They  weard Rostled o into tha
wans On Seturty the Defenps Comrities
hetd & mesting in the main shopaing srea
i Covenmtry to puiliciss  the  political
Watwe of rha sl Whan the trial dare i
tiggd they will be lling for o rressive
demenstration outsides  the cours an fhe
apzneng day,

Further oetalls, spebkers, lliclion shees,
efc. contact the Priscners Defenps  Gom-
mivies, glo 27 B Lane,  HillTisids,
Coventry  [D203-53981),

Orme of the most emphatic indications
of suppart for this Satsrday's Anti-dnisen-
ment Lesgua eonfersnce has come from
Bouth Bhiskds Trodes Cowneil - &t ERair
meting marlier This wesk they passed a
malion  wnding their “fratornal greatings
and support to the Antkl Mernment Lesgus
confaramed an the Britsh Labour Movamaern
ard tha Britsh Array. Wo walcoms your
knitiativas on this Eswe and intend td maunt
B CImp3ign against recruitmant 1o all the
armod forese in the Sowth Shislds area. Wa
laok foreard o closer eo-opavaticn with
you i this sampaign and wish ey suoces
1o your corfarence”

The Tive Birmingham Buikding wiarkers wha
occugbed the 505 lurmg lsbour agency last
February, alorng with three members of an
ATV Film creve who filmed them, sl At
e appesr in cowt wril 11 ar 12 June
They are up an chamgm of consoérzcy o
rraspaii. aned ardergeding the pubiic peies
Tha wrigk may well imeole new lngal pra-
cedents which can be uwed Againgt workery
in struggle: the Sirmingham Eedoing W
reparts That, “rtha police are m-p.lf\ﬂrg thi
FLFOITRIN S 35 & Tes Cose

Tha NUS is theeatoning to withdraw it
backing fram 1ha Mationsl Union of School
Swudants which it helped to lound mof s
long ago. Although the membecship of
the MILIES i now meacly 10,000 the numbar
al Activists i steadily declining and recrid-
ment is coming mainky fram middls clas
wehool dodents in grammar sohoals and tha
higher streams ol comprebarsivas. This i
ot surprising ghvan e pokitical besis on
which the MNUSS wes founded [by the
MLUSI which rojects militant  struggle in
fawaur of a respecinble imepe aimed ar
winping partscipation in the ranning  of
schools undesr eapitalism, Sigrs of change
ara Apparant, thaugh, with a large menority
of vates at tha recant MLUISS ponferenoe
gelrg to 8 revedutionary placform put tor-
ward by South Landan school students

The Thrd Canferenge of Radical Schalars
of Sowial snd Fast Eurapsan Studies rook
place in Birmirgham last waekend, with on
atterdance of some 70 people, Various
[Rpers coming under Tha caneral il of
‘The Dictetorship of the Proletariar’ sem
g and ic wiaz waldely faly dhar the
canferenes had proeidad 3 valuable opgor
TumiTy  Por fepitful  discussion bepssen
Warxists of azpeers ot Seecin. studies 0
relation 10 wacwisl theory. The Corferegce
wild mlwd rmparked by the popearanss-al 1ha
firel  issue of 3 rew joureg’ &f  Sawvies
LU AnEA0eislis Meocy, Crtgus, clossy
sannected wich the Confercnen

12 issues for 50p.
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