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GENERAL ELECTION—
OR GENERAL STRIKE?

The strain of the approaching showdown between the Tory
Government and the miners has obviously beem too much for
poor Joe Gormley—he's taken to standing on  his head in public.

The same Joc Gormley who 8 few weeks ago was warning that
a miners sinke might provoke a general election which the Tories
would win, now has this to say about the prospect of an election:
The sooner i comes the better. . . | am damn sure: we could
glect & government which would be commitied o repealing the
Industrizl Relations Act and dealing with our economic problems

in a different way_'

I By CHRIS BALFOUR l

Cormiley’s change of heart B jusi o
buscauaratic stunt Lo avoid & show-
down with the Tory Government, I
the Torles did all o goeral election,
Lsormley and his righi-wing cronics
on the MUM execotive would prompt
by use i a3 an excuse 1o pul off the
struggle and, whoever won the elec-
tion, et would he uded a8 an exoise
toeezl] it off aliogether

Harold Wilson, who do¢sn™l have to
worry abhoul the wraih of the NUM
membership, 8 more frank. He oo is
in favour of an clection, bul epenly
admils ! do nol supporl angd wdll nof
support any actlon against the law®
by which he means a putional mineps”
wlnke,

Bui these luws have beon made by
the ruling <lass (o tée the hands of
the workes' movement, A commit-
menl Lo obey lhem isa commitment
to pve up the fight apainat the Tores.
The Laboir cowncil al Clay Cross

understond this, and were prepared |
1o hreak law alier low in the cowrse |

of their fight. A= a resuli they havie
dome mone for the working class

than all the Labour MPs put togechor.

Fhiate: Chein Davie | Repartl

Labour Party militants must choods
between the road of Clay Cross and
ihe rosd of Harold Wilson, Are they
going 1o join the fight apanst ihe
Tories: committing local Labour Pas-
bes 1o the struggle withdrawing the
cooperation  of - Labour-controlled
counclle from the Government and
offering their resources to workess'
in struggleT Or will they poin Wilson
as ‘parbiamentary advisors' to  fhe
Tornes i ibhels efforis to defeat the
working class?

The Tory Governmenl musl be
bBrougnt down. Bul Lhe way Lo do
thal 15 by organising the acteal sireg-
gles that wre on our doorstep. (Gorm-
|::|-' Bag ben so busy rolkiag about
the possibility of an clection that he
haen't even got around to setting the
dote for o miner® strike Balloc!)

Active prepurations must be made
for an all-out nationasl strike by the
miners and engineers and a fighting
alllance crganised belwesn these two
giants of the trade unicn movemand
al both the Jocal and natona] level,
Qther grovps of workers 0 siruggle
wgninsl  Phase 3 -dockers, train driv-
UTE, power cngimee s, ambuelancemen,
Journalists -should be drawn into this
allignce. The eatire working cuss
movement must be invalved in plan-
nng the struggle through loecil con
lerences and representative Councils

of sction, A& peseral sietke mual be
prepared fo umite (he working class
and kick out the Torie.

If the Tores, frightened by the
noose the working olass &5 preparing
for them, declde (o call an eleciion
then, by all means. let's smash the
Tories at ithe palls as well, Bul we
sliould fight o our ferms, not Theirs.
Rather than calling off Indwatreal
schion at the Bauing of an eleciogal
wni, it should be stepped up. A
penerul strike would show in prac-
tive that the Tories are unable to
rule Uhe counley, and thal only the
working class can solve the problems
facing the wvasi majority of peopls.

Mordover, the need for mass action
wimtlil nol ozase the day after the
Tores f=ll, Mo matter who was in
Government, the warking class would
still have Lo fighl lor their inleresis
ggaingt the ruling class, who would
use evory dirty ipgk in the book o
defend thair privileges,

Shouwld workers just stroll back into
ihe Paciories after smashing the Toni-
e5 on the streets and at the podls and
wall Tor a Labour Gowernmenl 1o
introduce sodnlism? O should they
serze 1he factories apd demand thar
they are natiomolissd, el=ct commil-
tees o determine working cenditions
und overses Lhe mamigements busi-
ness denlings and demand 1that the
Gowernment recogniges theiv authori-
Uy, organie workers and Howsewives'

| commili=es (o serulinse proes amd

demand that the Government accents
their decisions on price nses?

Indusirat acbion and mess st gele
will be needed o carry oul sikch
mcasunég in the face of detenmined
ruling clags gpposition, This g Lbe
only way 1o defend the inl=resis
of the working clas the ool 1o
wprkers ek et SocieliE.

Another group of workers go into sction against Phase 3: London Transport workers” demaonstrotion to back up their

pay claim, held on Sunday

NIRC

STRIKES
AGAIN

that - the
|#shich
m Lhm

T - cleichsaam all tha MIHG
TEG musl pay
ru|,||l| well amcunt fo miire th
Er00. 0060 recently exéracied from the
ALIEW] 1o Camsral Sviatin e
THIG
cianlirrm

O R T O

vicos,
bacaume of iha sctise ol [ Dk
bary @i Hoathewos  Seport.
thie wiesl lears 0 rade wnssn iz abvout

the | ndveatriah Wetstions Acr

witlhy 1he Con-hlech
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Those wnstiafres must bz takon up by
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They should demard thal their exec-
wlive refusses G Y W pHE Y e i
armatimi and wts the date far a mat
onal stoppage. i there is sy s1%ampEl
ey slflee il Brirsda.

Eut T&O milmanta shawld nod et
their exoowtve fo behove differently
Tepmi the AUEW axacipthng; Ty
shauld immadately  bagin to - drganise
proilagd Irl'i'lill!b il damadirair Aldms:
themsolves, and. make cootact with
Rogal ALIEL miliraivts and arhar work-
or, to plan @ wnited eampalgn of
aclifin igoired The NIRC
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INTERNATIONAL
CHILE DEMO

An interpational demonstration in solidarity with the Chilean resistance

is being planned for £ December in Pavis. It will eoincide with the open-

ing of ncgotintions hetween representatives of the Juntn and the main
imternational creditors of Chile, Orpnndsed at the initiative of e French
solidarity commities, the propesil hos the backing of solidarity organ-
mations in Switzerland, Relgivm, Germany, Aqstri, Denmork and Sweden.
The Tnternatieon] Marefst Group will be arranging & coach feom Britain

and urges all orgavisations o solidarity with

send a delegution oo Poris,
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brokom by ki sullaring in peasoe.

Ite tha fifty years that hawe followed mo organdstion or individosal ‘has suoomdad W
winmng dich o support lor reyolutionery  ideas amongsr workers  In Britkin,

fgd iWekly shames Macloan's balsaf an tha powss of the working class 10 change tha

PADTINT

Wi bk that oar reacders share that boliof too, that & why we s Far your help sach
marth. With four doys to go, our £300 Novombaer foind dvlve he shol cver the Top 2t
£339.20. This incdudes one donation of £300, Mexi manth wao expect even mora from
YU, S0 that g o3 hring in the new yoar with definite plang for the daveloprsn ol e
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Shrewsbury *Verdict before Christmas?

I now appears Likely that the first leg of the
Shrewshury trials will be over by Christmas,
The Judge has told the partics in the Court
thai be s anxious {0 gin a verdict on the

first six building workers before 20 December.

This makes it urgent for the movemenl of
opposithon o the trizls, built up over many
monihs, o prepare 10 make an immediate
RO

CONSPIRACY

The six wihose caseq are bedng heand st the
mament are all branch secredaries and chair-
men in the TRGWL o UCATT, i1 was. these
i m who organised the (lyving pickets in the
Shrewsbury ares duning the building strike
i year. when violent confrontutions an
sleged 1o have occurred, Charped with cons-
gy 1o intimidate workess o absiain from
work, Cheir begal Tate will decisvely influence
ihal of Lbe remaiming |2

i movemient (0. detend the: Shrewsbary 24
il b crysial dlear on one Lhing. Itis nol =
guesfion of whether these men are imprisoned
whether the ruling clas can pet away with
treating picketing &5 4 conspiracy, and those
W 0o orgimse 1L as conspirators, The ruling
11 1o find out ot Shrewsbury what
e reiponse of the working doss movemenl
will be if trade unionists are convicied under
b laws of cnminal conspiracy rather thon
15 movemen L must redcl vigorously [orxny
smnaaction, irrespeciive of the senlence,

ELENE WT

The Shrewshiry Dofence Commitives up and

NALGO and Clay Cross

FRESS STATEMENT ISSUED 24 NOVEMBER
T matianal Sissring Commitiee of the Nalgo Action
Group, on bohatf of afl supporiars of tha Growp,
Emclaren it botsl solddarity with the Councillors of
Dy Croms in their figh against tha Tories’ Housing
Fmanen Ay and Phase 3, & fight which isin the
stwrarty of MALGD mambers ond 2 othar trada
mmsinnli. Wa condider The actians of the NALGD
Smestvery ot Clay Cross to b detremanial i thsa
Sarwis, bnd we condemn the support given o

e pirike by MALGO's Mational Exacistiva, wiha
B absd sndomsd the dubkious sctions of 1he local
it officors of The whiomn,

Sheffield rmeeting: {1 to | Barnard Panter, Richard Stojak, John O Leary and Brian Haron

DURHAM: & beach-in on recsm and fascism weas
felel by the "Stop Powelt Ad Hioe Comminres” st
Dwham Uinivarsiny last Salurday to celebrate the
Echieman in geiting Enoch Powe?| bareed Trgem
the Lin naersity, | o oceasiom wal uesd 10 corscdi
date The lin ks Dol belivwean aoti-fascst students
Bl wer kA in The Norih-Esst and pacts of Yak-
s garing the campasign

Chwer BO peoslc, Ay @l tharm trace unianists,
artanded the tesch-n, st which the main apeakacg
ey deck Grassby of the Sauwth Shielde Trades
Wnion Counel, Reben Blackburn of the |MG, and
anti-lz=cist organisers from Edinbargh and
banchesinr

11 wemy decicksd to assus a call from thie 1each-in e
@l trade unian and gridant bgddses in the Narth
BEul Few e axfablishment of an ancl-tascistfani-
récisl committes in The Mow Year, & siearing
EUTITHRERR Pigs Den sel up Lo mokilise for the

! leunding mesting. fs if to undasling tha nacessity
for saich scrign gl Masiars| Front snnouaced the
s mring that it would Be ma king ths Morth-
East = prioyisy arca in wime ol e dearrey of the
leesd Lasa r Parly arganisation |unril reve
dominated by asscoates of Jobia Pau son).

NEWCASTLE: A motion 1o supgarn the Durham
tEmch=in and ratusi The use of Taciliies 10 racsng
lrke the Morday Oub waas nasenwby dbelsa bad ot o
meting al Newenile Linngsrsity Sdudents Union
et v atoer a member of he Masgay Clob
denind that b suppoeied the repateiation of
immigrarmts and claimed thar 1o ward no links
tetaaan the WMondey Club and che Matwanal From

Two days lamer, thes same siddrm fog=taer vith
threw athers bagsn distributing free coges of the
M tionel Front student paper, Spark, in a direct
challenge [o 1he Secwlisl Sociely, whick had
diciared that it dod notbelievg inallawng Hhs
lascists fo distribute their progagaide. &% a nse:
guenes, martbers of the Spcialist Soocty rapadly
remoidl snd destroved che papers, This was
fellowed by vigoraus selling of Red #eekiy and
Focidist Worker 10 nrmghasiss the point that free

down the conntry should mow starl pulling oul
all the stops (0 get action should the six be
found guilty. Strike action tnsuch a situation
wollld bea warning to the ruling class not to
procesd further with the trials, and would
prepare the mevement for a canspalen ol
#ction to demand o pardon for the six.

ATTACK ON PICKETING

The sttempt by the uling class Lo open up lhe
rigl Lo pathng one worker after another under
the conspiracy laws is part of o delerminsd
alidck agamst picketing. As we run up to the
simggle against Phase 3 1he other preparations
bBeang made are cdesr for all (o see: the atiack
on Shefficld journalisis by the pleket-busting
I||.ug;.~: who made Lhear debui af Chrysker, the
crention of o special anti-picket inteligence

service g Scotiand Yard, the demands of groups

ke Lhe coal meérchants Tor pohee and army
‘protection” apeinst miners' pickeots eic.

The Shrewshury Delence Commitiess can play
a leading rolein preparing the working class
movement o deal with thess vital problems
Severl are now involved in preparing local
conferences Lo discuss not only measures 1o
defend the 24, but also the practical steps
neaded niw (o defend mekets in the localities
For instance, Portsmouth Defende Commities,
o sub-committze of the Portsmouwth and Havani
Trades Councils, s organising a conference on
packeling and the law oo 9 December, aponsor-
ed by several local shop stewards commitiess
Chne ol The sesstons will be oor how 1o delend
pickets during the strupgle spainst Phaze 3.
Following the altocks by polics on pickets

s o

Police carry away plchm during recent Tampax strike in Portsmouth

dunng the recent Tempax steike thers, some
local militanis ars hoping that & |_1:-|_'.]-:|_'|_u'_|:
pood on which all pickets under aliack could
draw will emerge from the confercnce. Trades
councils and ather unton bodies taroughout
the Sonih-East will be invited to sitend che
conference as ohservar,

This ia the tvpe of indtiirive which should be
follewed up and down Lhe couniry, 1 will
sirenprhen both the fight to defend the 24
and help Lo cenlraliss the morement apdinst
the forces of the State, which the fight against
Phase 3 muwsl involve,

' Anti-Fascist roundu

The NALGO Inadership's Failure to Fight uduq_m:lnh-
againa® The Houwng Fmanoo Act and tha Gover

muent’s incomes policy |déspite sucoessive E-:mlnlnm
eagalulions) has led to the present situation whan
the Clay Cross NALGD membari, in something of

i politicsl sacuism, felt threstened by the sctions

of thair smplovers. Had tha MA LOOD leadermhip made
it absalutely clasr that, in the event of legal thrests
ta the Clay Crom mwmibers, there would be financial
andd fegal suppan and saliderity action, then this
okl hawe sdded the fight sgainst the Gowernmant™s
anti-working class poiciss. Instrsd thass 1aadeas
siand condarnad in the syas of the rest of the trade
unsne and labour movemesnt.

i showid be exiended ta ail tendences in T
labour movermans, BT aon 1o Tasss,

SHEFFIELD: A mesting was neld in the ALEW
Howuse on wodnesday 27 Movember 1o laeech 8
eragks yaiin priti-legcist oommittse and also o
michilise fgr the Clurham teschan. Beenared Panees
Mlanchestns SLUEW District Suoretay, siressad the
sspintiad Hnk betesen the growdty of fascist organisa-
Tiens and vhe @@plhal o i while Jobin O'Leary,
tha Fresident of Sheffield Undversity Students
Uneon, toak up the ten sludanbs can play in ths
slruggle ageinst fascis! crpansations A rhird
speaier, Brian Heiom ol ke MG, daslt wich the
darger vl Poweddlisme The uie of racim and tha

ack of @ militant siraggle o the lebour movemert
aging! it posss an immediate threas Tooworking clags
anicy, Powwell, bie paaated aul, proyides o ‘respect
able” Trand Tor cegenisstions ke the National Frane

Thee charman of the mesting, Aichard Soak
lgnrmssnor @t Fierrh r:n;ninn:. sbregsed Lhe importance
al the msus ard app=aled to trade ananists, black
ond white, to go Back 10 thiis crganissicng Ly [nkl
dp ongainig ali-lascist end antiTaost wark, An
anti-lFcist commitbss for the Shefizld area waes e
up o organis: fuither activily

HOUMNSLOW: The Labour Council in the Londza
poraggh of Hounsbkow kas banrsd the Marional
Frovat frovm using any of i tacilited and prarmise
ar thie grounds that the NF 15 o racist organisation

In 1991 the Councll retised The dee ol permize 19
the Frant b iy plarmed g march Brrowgh the
greg, &2 ils meetng arn 20 Mesemnber @ further

recommendanan camie Feoom thie Finsngs gngd Gevnrs |

Purpsss Commities The Commiliee now
recammend the Caune: fa nxeerd the therme ot

this gpacilis renilybine Lo p mors geeers| spplicoson,”
This veas carned gespice the proteses af the Tary
iy,

Qutside the Caureil mecting 2% peoolc boid a
plcket sugpni ting the ragalution? as o ganurele slip
tovwd e claprriving raciets amnd fpsciets o a plattonm
in thue amea,

Millionaire
behind

red scare
campaign

When socialists and trade unionists go out
pustering, the police are nsually very quick

o move on or even arrest them, Butl when
scores Of people descended on Barnsley late
one Teesday evening (20 Novem ber) and
proceeded o plaster the walls with some
2000 political posters, the police did no mone

" than take a few personal details.

This change in altitude was perhans nat
unconnoctzd with what the pesters said;

DONT
LET THE MARXIST

COMMUNIST KREMLIN
TRAITORS

1IN OUR WIDET CESTROY
T e

BRITISH
WAY OF LIFE

LOHG LINVE
DEMOCRACTY
%ﬂlmnwmm-mu I:Tﬁl

The pusier ril was organis=:d by the
'‘Campaign for 8 More Prosperous Bradain®,
The lounder of this body, w Mr Tom Keen

of Oldham. 5 not cxactly unpsosperons
himsed!, As he fald the Hernslew Ohraricie;

' have made £1 million chis wear, and | plan
tor spend the lot on fiphting strikes that conld
ceapple the vowntry'.

The raid on Barmsbey, one of the most sadd
merung Lowitd in ¥ orkshite, was apparently
by way of o trial man. Mr Keen told the Local
press Lhal “people spid we wouald be hounded
off the strests of the town, but e hawen't'.
With omo successful provocalion under his
heli, he now intends 1o repest the tiids
throwghout mining districis upamnt down
the cowmiry,

Keon 18 one of those capitalists who does not
trast Lhe Torees and the slale machoe oodao
the necessary job on the working class withoul
a litele help on the side. A {27 25 the

maners are consecned, he claady Teels thar the
Gioverrment are notb using all the U il pets
they could against the odrers, o 1hal «flors
ouust b msade Lo lum chem gaginagt ao ale sl
anemy” thos leaders like Scargll and Daly
whir are suppueedly it Mosgow's hand.

Mr Keen showld nol be dismissed simple as a
crtmk. His actions are 8 sign of srowing pamic
felt by the capitalist class a5 theyv sex g warkiong
class offensive getiing under way this winler. IF
the Gowamsmenl ifsed panics and fulls fota a
state of indedsion, it will be Mr Keen and his
lika wiice will increasingly take individusl nless
tex clefend their intereats:

His [nftcative o kiring barde of agitalors 1o
imake Weinus idesiogical atlacka ootk workmy
class movement will be Tollowed By oihers
which will po much fucther. Kot leusk promin:
end hen will ke e professionai fercii of 1he
Multonal Fromt, for whan ‘respectablie’ men
like Mi Keen and Eroch Powell piepane the say
Mr kema's lictle outings skould be stopped now:.

Pollce hold IMG member

1L pne ol the mast Blatant instaness. of 513{-':
hamssment of the revelutionary Selt val seen
a member o the IMGin Birmingham was
arrestod lnst Satusday and held in cestody
tor mare than {wo days before being released
coaon g charge of Wleeal possssion of thres
Lbrary boanks?

lo wits B30 on Snunday motning when Bonb
Syuad detevtivies faided Kevie Crowe's al for
Lhe secundd time in Uhres months, daiming this
time thal they had bec piven kis pdidress as

someane invalved in the hombing cantpaigs by

an unonymous salier. After starching the Tlal
lue wr hows; Vhey confiscated his addieas B ok
and ook him off to Swmacesfield Park paliec
stitiem  where he was interrogated all day
dboat his connections with the resalucibnary
and Republican mosements, On Satirday
vvining, ke was transfarnead 1o Sleelhonse

Lane polics station, where he was Jocked up
and refused facilitics Tu contacl aaoliciior or
anyone gise, Mot anlil 3.30 pm on }.{mda}

wis he released, an s sunery of £100, bui

it hout his zdelress ook,

This incident marks a clear escalation i Che
haradsnent of the revalwticnary lafe, In the
mionths to come, b5 the strugpis develops
towards 4 major confianiaiion, we can expecl
many. mare guch instances, invodyang nod

just the revelutionury et bat alsoan increasing
nemBer of rads wicen mwilitants. 18 such police
activity fs ot to be gradually regarded by an
inzreasing nimber of people as ‘normal’ and
even i un.‘*-_']:-lu'l:-h." gl Lhere are girendy signs
of this tendency — then the labour and soctalist
EoVE bEa L anaEt see 10 as an wrppnl lusk to ke
up and expose the implications of every such
CALE.
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MINERS

Prospects

The followaisg i an interview conductad recenthy by Red Weekly with a milizant from Wastos
Colliery in the Morth Durbham Coalfisld, This interview dearly shows the awareness of many
rankand-file miners that a praciica!l, fighting umity with other groups of sor kers up against
tha Tories” Phase 3 is an essential weapon for the ooming struggle

In the wesaks ahead the big job for thess militants will be to step up the presure on the MLIM
executive (o make gure That 3 airike balle: geis heid firm thing in the new year, and o start
organising the type of unmed sruggle necsssary 1o defeat the Tories.

An imporiant opportunity o baild rank and-file unity betwesn the miners and eng:neers will be
the upcoming naticrs] meetiing ol enginesring convenars, being planned for Marchester on

14 December, It i important that a big delegation of representatives from pits sooss the country
is-presant at that meeting, so that practical coordination of the two striggles can begin.

Minars should also start to play a leading role in eniting the struggles of the whole working class
for the coming showdown with the Tory Government. Thay coubkd give sich a lead by calling for
conferences of the entire local labour movement which cguld work out 8 plan of united action
against Phase 3 and the Tories, These conferences could make practical plans for the defence of
pickets against police attack, launch & mass campaign to propars the working class movement for
the coming fight and undercut Tory propagands, end create representative councils of action
that could organiss the necessary preparations for the struggle ahead.

How can ihe struggle for the full claim be
:q‘g[nhr:i? What are the mex | sleps that
militants should be discussing and arguing
for s the overtime ban begins to hite?

The malitants in the coalfields reslise that Uhe
engneers huve & dsim in the pipeline also, and
coild be i dspute this winier. The aililanis
will of coume wanl Lo work wilh the engnoen
and wand Lo kaiss with them. Thi wdl be done
through trades connols, and, where rade
councils don't exiat, ihrough direct links with
ihe engineers themaelves. | don'l think the
miners —the rank-and-file miners, the militants
in particular—will have recourse to Conpgress
House, Because, allhoagh the TUC has rejected |
Phase 3, they have tended Lo be pedestrian in
their movemenis whon workers have bogn on
glrike in the pasi. So | think thet the mines
will try Lo forge direct links with the worken
= ubustry . The ::‘:p:ﬂ'n' pomiilsom & oracesl

o L EEENT o i

"'""Ez'hu'n metibers of the NUM leadership have

Lawrence Daly writing

touched on this guesthon
in e Morntap Soar, [or coampie. Has thes beoon

dasmmarsd somg e sk sad lde®

| ws smrproed (o leam (hat when Lawence
Duly wrote that orfide he wrote as Nation)
Cevretnry of the MNUM, rather than in ks
personal capacity, This suggesls it some
disouemsinns kuve taken place on the Naltonal

F kocutive Coomm e i_:hll ihe sigiomenl maods
by Lawrence Daiv s rather ofssure ., 11 merely
.-:-..-_-:'- at Lhe spport that the minem have for
the coginsen. L voppests nothing about o
perdinaling activity between miners pnd Lhe
enmneening workers_ 15 merely 2 reference
off Dhaly™s brothedy sepport 1o fellow tnule
mnbonists who have a claim in the pipelina

thal 1% a& mech a8 can be inlerred from il al
this staper. Hopefully ihe MNatonal Exeoutive
Coamnpiiise will condact the AUEW in an
endeavour to moximise the e [lectveness of

ibe MUM and enpinoers’ stoppages,

Omne of the leatares of the situntion this
winter will ke short and bitter stroggles fougli
by less well organesed sections of the workers'
movenent. Can you see any possibility of Enks
heing forged between these growps—for example,

the ambulancemen—and the miners?

Hopefully the miners will seize this opporiunity
1o redeem thenselves, as will the enginesrs, In
recen! simugpiey the miners and 1he engpnesrs
have walched the ancllary hospitsl workers
without allempting to po 10 Their astislanoe
Them: @ an opporunily Iof Uhe mMimens in
partcuiar to show some of Lhe responibiaty
that shoold go with el indusirial strengh.
This sheaald not be the way in which any
dispuic amongs! lower padd, less well organised,
workers 18 approached. Not only should the
mineworkers lintse with the engineeting
worken, bul tley should attach similar
importance to coordinstion and comsulialion
wilh other workers who may be involved 1n
sinke scton this winler

What the mmplies & that il the miners weni
imio stragge, loflowed very quickly by the
engineers we could well see something approsch-
myg a general sirike movement this winter,

| think the peneral level of feeling in the irade
wiCE inovemenl B rssn i the past few
years, Heceni opmdon polls have supprsied
that a great many trade umionists think that
the Gowernmeni's pay policled are grossly
unfair. Credence has been piven to the notinn
that the trade umion moveinenl shoted
commmence @ generl strike to rid itself of the
Tory Governmend. | feal sure that a lot of
trade unionists would weani to parficipate

g movameani which was désgned Lo smash
the Tories" pay lows: This has been voiced

in mardy branches up and down the country,
hul b haan'l faken a tangible o yel, Nevar-
theless the feeling exists within the trade wnion
nivemen! that The Tones shiould scrap The

pay laws, melurn (oo system of free collective
merginimg Lo enable rade uniomsts Lo bargsin
with the employer unhampered by Tory wape
policies, The only shadow over any such
development 8 the attitude of the trade wnion
leademlap lsell towards the Govermment™
decision to invoke the Emerpency Powers

Acl, This may scare the leadership who could
ghandon any militancy shown by the rank-and-
il i [he months o come,

- STRUGGLE

Problems

The following section of the imearview spells out some of the problems and dengers involved

in thi present owvertinme ban,

11 is nesw chear that the MCB is using the ban to kay menoff and provoke local walkouts and
stoppages, Coming just before Christmas, and without a dedr commitrment to a national strike,
oF ewen @ definite date for a strike ballat, such struggles could become demeralising and

disoreenting for many minsre

Red Weekly has already suggested meassures which could ba taken to avold this danger: 1. &
campaign in the MUM branches to demand that the next meeting of the Mationsl Exscutive sets
a definite date for & strike ballo:; 2. a campaign of mass meetings, ralles and demonstrations -
drawing in other groups of workers — in svery locality in support of a national strike; 3, the
sstablishment of committoss in every pit to run the overtime ban-as 8 means of preparing for the
national strike, following the ruls ‘maximum damage to production, minimum damage 1o
miners’ paypackats’; 4. these commitiees to contact local transport workers to pravant tha
rmovament of whatever coal is produced during the ban

¥ o mentioned the posibilicy of
‘provocation’ from Uhe coslboard mamagenent
during a full gverfime bon, What would this
invalve?

[T maost likely one will be accusations Troo
the munagement of restricions ol efforton
the parl of the men, This enables managemsnl
to downprade faceworkers in particular, The
Mational Coal Board sgreemmenl is Lo some
extent @ measured daywork agreement, which
enghles manepgement (o sipulale what a face’s
poleniial is. If this farget isn't being reachesd
this gives management reason o downgrade
men, if that's what mamgement wants (o do,
If thens are difficultics about onselters, wind-

g engknemen, not buriig up for work then

thig could also glve mannpement the ¢xcuse to
waridl maen home.

What do you know shout the debates which
took place inside the National Execufive on
the pros and cons of a prodoction ban, =&
there was in "7, versus a full overtimee ban in
the indwsiry?

There's been wery little information relgased

plice reinforcements move in to hold back mass of workers outside Saltiey la T

om the machanics of the discusson, bul L
aciual content was thet 7 lefi-wing memibars
of the Mational Exscutive were apposad to
the Tull overiime ban, Presumahly they were
suspiceoud of the right-wing's enthusiaam for
it. They may kave had o premoniton of wiat
was io come—thil the mine r;:nililal'.n.'_l,-: L'
sope extent, could be Lost a8 & result of
wpheavals over downgrading, and so on,

while an avertime ban was being applied.

Is the full overtime ban o mistake?

s a difficult gquestion because it depends on

g number &f variables which aren’t really
knowit, Forexaomple, il it were known that

it was the intention of the National Execulive
Lo ballat! thie membership of the NUM at
given date to find ouf wheller they wished to
g ot of sirike ar not, then, like many others,
I would support a complete ovectins bao. But,
a5 vet, no date for a ballot has been snnounced,
and the minem” leaders are avoiding enswenng
ihe guestion directly .

BIRMINGHAM 3:

Ezarly next month five Birmingham building
workers will be appearing in the Crown Court
ad @ result of their action earlier this vear in
oecupying the offices of ove of that eity's
most notorious Tump® bour comtmciors,

Thie stap was taken in order to obtaln informa-
Ui aboul the extent of Jump’ operations in
Birmingham_ and was part of 4 city-wide ani
lump camipaign orgamised by the building
winrkers wnkon, UCATT,

COMNSPIRACY TO THRESPASS

An important feature of this trial is the charge
of ‘conspiracy to rrespass’ which has hesn le-
vellesd agnst these militanis, This represents 2
dungereus exiension of the vee of the conspi-
Tacy laws agalnsl rade wnionisia

“TrespaEs” ool incilsell o criminal oftfence: it
iggimply 8 covil wrcng, for which suimeone
contld be sued for componsalion i Re aeloally
caused damage or inconvenienoe in 1he courss
of mweapassing, Howewer, onc of fhe littleskinown

CRUCIAL TRIAL BEGINS

featunas of the cinspirdcy laws is that it can be
a criminal offence for two or more persons Lo
ot flre 1 do something which is not in itseld
a crime. Thewmos! notorious use of the con-
apiracy laves in this way inthe pust has been
the perseciiiog of the trade union movensent
th]uklﬂll_"hl mdch ol the 19th century for
conspining (o commit the civil wiong of
‘inducing bresch of conlmel®,

In 1942 3 weiy wade-rinmnng applivation of

the: conspitacy liws was opened wp whan the
House of Losds recopnissd the offence of
‘congpiracy Lo commil @ pibbic mischier®

v Phis oceasion in the Form of publishing an
address book of prostilules, which was held 1o
“eorrupl pibhic morals” Bl this aspect of the
law eoubd be used u pelitical cases;

Wil b significanl abowt Lbe Bimnnghon cise
& thal simoe E51 1 the conrls hawe heldd that
"LolE sy Lo Drespass’ was ped aocrinee. Fhid
aslablizhed wiew was cverlvoecsd sl yoar when
et the Cout of Agpeal anst then the Hoose o7
Lords aphcld o o baarpe ol ‘conatiiaey L

trespass’ apainst a group of stedsiid trom
Sderra Leoneg who had ooeu pied their counlry’s
e baissy .

IMMLINE

Workers who adopl occupation tagtes 0 pursiit
of industrial strugples should by imomune Tfrom
this use of the law: the | 875 Conspiracy and
Protecrion of Proporty Act in addilion (o
Intprasing strrcl restriclions on pickiets,; alsa

stopped the perseeulisn rll'nr-;ji'|_r|}- tricle umion |
debiwily as conspiracies’ by providing that =1

l'|-.:l['."l.'i‘.'1g o by more hin one persan inwolved
in-a trade dispote would be crimanal wolbes i
wils a crime in s own Tighl,

Hivae wer, sluchenls, Sgpustlers, andd worke s who
take aclions not dircetly connceied with a
chispu b
haen Buidding workers o break the ring uf
sacreey which capitalem throws around many
ol Al minst cppressive operadions  ape all
subiger to this new exiengion of Lhe Jaw. More-
uver Lhe courls are quite capahle ol exlending

such as the ultempt of the Birming |

ihe e fusther fnbo trade union affais by
narrowing down the definifion of ‘industrial
dispute, thus wilhdrawing e protecizon nff
the [RTS Acl [com an even wider THOE

ol actioms,

The Mationul Counal for Civil Likeroica bas
taken up thes case smd is providing le gl defenca
In o recent circalar to their trade uniob affili-
atey they say: "The NOCL considers this cuse
the: moat el poificant and probably the most
dastgerous ofall the criminal cases which have
recently been brovght against workers partici-
pating in imdusteil action,’

UCATT militants io Birisungham have set &
eccul- example in responding fo this ablack,
The editonal board of the UCATT Shop
Stewards Commities bulletin has declded to
bring ot the bubledin om a weekly basis dunng
the trial. & merting of LCATT shop stewards
lugt Wednesday called for astrike and demims-
traticm when the trsl opens on 3 December,
5o Far six maior stes in the Giv have vowed o
stop, and leltes ave beed sent to teade waion
branches anid shop sfewards commitices
throughtur Bamingham urging them to take
parl.

AR1AN SLOCOCK
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Wby Appeal is to the Working Class”

Mbpcl san gave his most important lecture in 18148, His class

room was the High Court in Edinburgh, and his podium was

e dock. Accused of sedition for opposing the war, he turned

I the accusation round, and demonstrated from Marxist
grinciples the real causes of the war.

M explained himself in words as bright and clesr as his
@evotion 1o his class: | siand here not &5 the scoused but as
l e socuser of capitalism, deipping with blood from head 1o
foot .. | have squared my conduct with my intsllect .., | act
wpears and dean for my principles. | have nothing to retract,
I baws nothing to be ashamed of. Your dass position is ageinst
=y dass position ... my sppeal is to the working class. | appeal
i them exclusively because they and only they can bring
ot @ timae when the whols world will be one brotherhood
L & 8 yound sconomic feundation,’

IMACLEAN

AND THE
SCOTTISH
MINERS

Before the First World War the mining unions in Scotland
pmd Souith Wales, which stnce the 19305 have been centres of
E:I'I-'lln"ng activily, were extremely wezh when compnared to

thse wealthier English districts.

The period alter the First Wordd War saw an amazing rate of
economic inflation and an pggressive responss by ofganEed
fabour, During this conflict derable vniens were established
im the Scottish and South Wales coal fields and socialisis made
En imporianl conlributiom Lo This achievement

MARXIST EDUCATION

Soctalisl agtation in Scotlond and South Wales
was indissolubly associated with Marsxist
education, Amongsl the Scoltish miners this
wad carped out by John MacLean and a group
of sacialist fenchers he had gathered round him.

JOHN MACLEAN .
FIFTY YEARS ON

P

John MacLean, the Scottish revolutionary who died
fifty vears ngo today (30 November), was a giant in
his day. During the struggles that are referred to as
‘Red Clydeside’, his nmme was on the lips of every
Scoltish worker. Behind the mifitancy of the work-
ers’ demands, and the ardour with which they fought,
could be glimpsed the influence of MacLean's ideas.

MacLesn can best be understood a8 3 working dass feacher,
whi was dedicated to esisting the workers to understand
society and their situstion within it through mn understanding
of Marxist economics. He was well fitted for this task,
Diespite the poverly of hiz background he educrted himself,
becoming a pupil teacher and studying part-time at

Gasgow University, where he obtained a Master of Arfs
degree in economics. He considered this an important
seldesement,, and thereafter sipned his artiches and

paniphlets “John Maclean M A S

The twi other ariicles pablished hiere give a gllimipss of the
seope of Maclean's struggle. Ray Challinor's piece explains
his chaflengs 10 those who have found il pelitically convenient
Lo praise his name - but to obscure the relevance of his idess.
Henry Webb's artick: oullings the significance of his educalion:
al work for the development of the milltangy of ihe Scottish
ITILNETS,

IMMENSE SCOPE

i e scupe o Sacl £anE wulk calol bo el pLELED
gimtply from his super-abundant energy, although only 8 laman
dyriamo ke Maclean could have kepl up the sheer physical
effort involved in toking socialisl propaganda to the mos!
isolpled purts of Seotland. He was invoelved i every aspect of
the -.u:_1:'i-c:||:5 class becmuse he helteved that his. revolutiomury
IMEEEIpE Wk dppeapiato to every el Thiag wa-sew him
ussociuted with the trade unions. with temants’ strwgeles, with
the snemplaved, wilh the co-operative: movement; and with
the struggies of fandkees Highland crofrers.

He speped the eves of his class to the relevance of 1he
intemational class strupple to itz day-to-day problems
When the Uetaber Bevolebion 1 Buasia (ied the atleEnton

f the warld, Maclkean was in the forefront of its defence.
stinguighed feom the others who mwok ap this
caise, in thol the Bewoliion proclamed pi cortribullim
He was made an honorary president nf the Petroorad Soviet,
th Karl Lisbkrecht and Viciar Adler, For Like thern
he had stood oot for workimg elass irrternatic

ESLL] e s

ok Wi
Aulism o LTiNg

il Firat World Yar, He was also-appointed Soviet Consul for
Calasprow, the fisat pessen to focchve such 2n eppedniment
A the same time, while British dockers refused (o load arms

Scollish miners was bedween Lhe Laboortles
end Marxism.

WVOICE OF THE RANK-AND-FILE

LD MacDougsll, MacLlean®s life-dang politizal
companion, sugpests that mining conditions
produced a form of ‘social anarchy ' which

OHN MACLEAN M.
—SOVIET CONSUL

and these dealt almost sxelpaiaely

"""1

Great Britain, although held at the pitch of the Bliiek aisd T
war, failed to discuss Trelond, MacLean, in contrast, agimated
{{redessly against tha British war in Irelund, despile the
nliysical danger whh.h rotestant sectstianism in the west of
Scotland represenled I'ur anyono whoe took such g stand.

ABSORBED MAR XISM

How aipa we 1o a5t Maclean a8'a Marxist? & recenl artiche
i the Serday Tivges (25 Movember) by Angus Calder,
belittles Mackan's conilgburion to Margism, 'He had never
been o grest cfeative theoretician’, say's Calderi “he wrole
nothing longer than a pamphlet and his Marcism was narmoady
economic.’ Calder misses the point. No-one conld rank
MacLean with Lenin or Luxemburg, or even with Trandel

Dz Leon, 85 3 Mamist (heoretlcisn, Buat the importance o

his cmtiributinn s precisely that he fromecemaog 1he namsiy
aconomic version ol Maroism which was curmnr in Britain

al the lime,

MacLean received his truining in the Bocial Democeatic
Federuthon, which was domirated by Henry: Hyndman's
dopmaticversion of MarkBm. He had acocrs only 1o thase
works of Marx and Engels which wete avallable In English
with .I|.. tabour theory of
vilue, Bur MacLesn had Capiral, in which s dislliled the
craential elements of Macs"s thought

Poring ower it he
vl o thee solid rock
annlysed the politica] problems shich taced [he '-hl.r*'il.*ri.

His writings congiet of short articles md pumphbets, yes-hot
few Marxists huve ever bean able to waife g0 suecinetly; so
profo ndly , i &0 diss wudiEnee;
REVOLUTIONARY ORGANISATION

it vezs hecause hie had transgended '"Hyndmanizm® that he
eogléseed (he opposition in the SDF to Hyndman's suclal
ihausinizm dunng the: First World War, And, unlike Hyrndman,
be zawr the oesd lor the workess to e organised tor ey
aspec] of lseir strugele inoorganisutions prrmealed with
reyolutionary idess. He envisaged a network of working class
crpanizations—Lhe Irade unions ot the potnt of production,

the co-operatives at the point of consumption, @nants’

e pandsations, and orgoniswiTans of the unemployed. The grip
of bourgecis deolugy vn ihe won ket would be hroken bew
Tabranie enfleges, which would train working cless leaders, and
the class would be led in politicuf scton By a Mo ist secilis]

.:_1.|I.

This is not Lenmizm:. 1t has s greae deal in comnion with the
deas of the De Leoniie Sociallst Labour Pargy and Tames
Connolly. But it is a milllon nrifes ahoad of the napow dop-
il Reoal neplsan ol H'IIII\.III an

ihe Marvizt mithod, and basing

ol Murx's ecwsinalt 1Ay

I:\- e

arcessibly {0 working |

Poland during he Soviet-Pollsh war, they-sent ship-load
alter ship-foad of arme and trooes 1o erush the Tnsh natnonal
| =t zpls. T} swnding cangress of the Communisl Purly ol BOBE PURCHE

o

Seoltish workers,”

us-Senillie (the Prestdent of the Seottish
Miners) could not stand uwp against the influsnoee
llzal Jobin Maclean bad won with this body of

MINERS REFORM MOVEMENT
Maclean and MacDougl plaved (he

tant. With the ead of the war this changed.
The rninerd cn Lhe other hand wesedin = millian
mood. Mot only was theit mationalsadion
demand explicitly anti-capiralist, boy the
Eowth Walea Reform Movement wae discussing
the physical take-over of collieriss,

MacLean encouraged the miners 1o establish

Maclean had slarted Muarxisl economics classes
i Cilaspowein 1906, Some of the students at
these classes were minors, and by the end of
1908, clm=es in economics and history had been
extablished b the miniag areas of Burnbank in
Lamarkzhire, By lhe end of 1910 Marxisi

clesses wers being held ot Jeast one night 2

weoek in the Fife mining towns of Bowhill,
Dunfermiine, Kirkealdy, and Cowdenbeath,

The miners” girike of 1912 brought to 2 head
the previous decade's Marxisl activity, Before
1912 the Lanmrkehire mincers, eapeciaily tha
Irshmen amonpst chem, pave their political
allegiince Lo Liberutism. Even miners lendems
fike Bob Smullie and John Roberison had besn
defeated at the polls by Liberals, This altuatio
wis translormed by the 912 sirike, ond, Srom
this poinl on, the politionl vontlict amongst

encoarmged the sclidanty of the mnk and file
miners and undermingd the authority of the
umion agenl, The defeat of the |91 2 sinke
trnaformed this into a-eohemenl political
apposition to the Union bureaucracy, As
acDougall puts i “Several popularn socialist
propagandists began Lo crilivise the action ol
the men's leadars and slehough they wers not
themselves miners. they were acclaimesl a
g patherngs of the miners in Fife and
Lavarkshicd as thie true vodee of mok-unid-file
opinion”

I 191 3 for cxumple, John Moclean iolervers-
od i an inter-union dispute at Coalburn, taking
& slzand appesed Lo that of mmers” leader Boh
Smillie. His sprech was mel wilth an oo e
showt of applauge frea e crowd!, aecarding
tex San Milion, who explaited Tordher Lhac:
‘Even the scouniulaled fame of sech a veterin

deiermining role in the extension of the
Minzrs Beform activity Lo Scotland. This
campaign Tor nationalisation was inspired by
the establishment of Growernment control of
the minesin 1917, The searcity of coal put
the mincs in a strong bargainbng pos:taon,

and their militancy was not just wages militancy,

brar expressed o basic anb-caplialist outlook.

During the period when MacLeasn was huilding
up the Relforem Movement, the Clyde Workers
Commities inihatled the “Forty Hours® stnke

in Clasgow in Jonuary [917, This committes
wins dominated by (he engneers, and wias
chaired by Willie Gallacher, MacLean advised
them to wail for the miners to jaoin in ol ficially,
hul his adwes was fpnopead.

The strength of the CWE A owed froim ks

stralegic position amonest the engneers at o
time wihen the prodoction of arms sas oo poi-

Rertorm Committess and attempied, alomg
with Macloogall and others, to esrablish a
nationol Beform Movemenl in the South
Wiles, Scoctish and English districts as the
lafr-wing within the Mines Federation of
irear Britain,

John MacLean's ssgociation with the Scotiish
milers, which only ended with his death in
Movember 1923 endured over cighteen years.
Hic activity slongside the miners was hasad
o Jua belief in the creativity of the working
class, wnd Lhe suffocating limitaoens of
bourge o education. His optimistic filh

in the working clasg made him an ensmy of
the bowrgeoisie; buat it also macde him an
opponent af thoae who were loss opomistic,
Ta honour his deeds, and his strigels i 1o
glare Lo chat optimism,

HENR" WEBS



One of his last public appesrances: John MacLean addressing May Day meeting in Glasgow, 1923

John MacLean, who died fifty years ago, was
the greatest revolutionary Britain has produced
in this century. A superb orator, a clear
exponent of Marxism, a fiery agitator, he more
than anyone else personified the ‘revolt on

the Chyde.'

But the latier part of his life — the period
during which the British Communist Party was
formed — is pod so well known,

Cf ficial CF histomans have tended to explain
Maclean’s opposition to the fomation of the
Communist Party in psychological terms.
Williz Gallacherin his book Reroall on the

Clyde, argues thet becsuse of his long imprison-
ment MacLean became mantally 11 While in
gzol e thought his food was being doctoned,
When released he became obsessed with the
menace of policy spying and consequently
distrusied everyone, This included the repne-
seniative of the Comintern — Theodore
Rothstemn wioan he considered to bha a
Seotiand Yard apend.

BRUTALITY

1 is bmposaible fo say for sure what happened
to Maclean in prison, bul there is a mass of
festimony that thany of those imprisoned for
opposing the Fipst Word War were trealed with
pxbreme brufalify, and many had their health
permanently damoged. David Boullon in his
bhook Gbjectiog Clrerraled names seyeniy-
three who died through their ordeal, Even (he
Labour Party comfemnce protesiod about
MacLesn's treatment and Ramsey MacDonalkl
wrols 8 ledter to the Secrelary of Blate for
Seotland, on 5 September [918, saying that
MacLean was being mace 1o sufler worse than
other prisoners, including those jailed for their
part in the Irsh Rebellion,

As for MacLean's alleged obassaion with polics
spying, let us quote the following: *Unti

Sir Bagld Thomson {head of MISh and his gang arc
cleared out, we have an enamy in our eelds]
who 8 8 more deadly threat to the community
thun a Poreien lnvader, Wherever two or thres
are pathered topether, whether io a trade union
ar publbic mesting, some thing should ke done io
prepare for o vigoroua fght againat New Scor-
land Yard." This guote comes fTom the Glasgow
wepkly paper Forward, of 11 June 1921;six
gimilar guatations can be found in one eight
imanth penod, These are not the words of

Jobhn MacLean, but of Remvey WocDenald, He
was & fipht-wing social democmat, yet he {el

the wnkimdly gave of 1he aothontes, John
MacLean was certain to be subjected to much
moane rigorous police sttention.

MACLEAN B ROTHSTEIN

Let us now consider the third part of the
ndictmenl of Jobn MacLean — his fallup: to
reach sgreemenl wilh Theodore Eothstein,
the Comintern representative. There are two
decownis of [hds conflict, One 1z by Gallacher,
the other by Harry McShane, n close palitad
comuanion of John Maclean.

IN DEFENCE OF
JOHN MACLEAN

According Lo Crallacher, Maclean wagasked
by Bothstein to take a leading part in the
formation of the new Britsh party’ (Lasr
Memoirs, ) p. 141, But McShane says that the
proposal put to MucLean was only thal he
whauld become a prominent spokesman for
the "Hamds off Russaa’ campaign. This would
have meant dropping his other agtational
wiark and his lectures in Marxism, which were
altracting largs audiences b Scotland, He
therefore refused.

Meither accesin | sugpesis that there was much
Lowe: [oat between Maclean and Rothetein,
McShone writes: “He was particolady hoslile

to Theodare Rothatem, who had worked as ap
interpreter for (he War Cffice during (he war
To be tair, it should be pointed oul thai
Rothsiein, while working foa the War Qffice,
comtinusd to wrte for the BSP | British
Soclalist Party ) under the name of John Bryan.'
{"Remembering John MacLean®, Mew Fdinburgh
Review, Moo 19, 19720, Gallacher’s version is
rather different: ‘When be (MacLean) returned
Lo Cdasgow be openly toldd ol this meeling and
said that the cunning sgent REothstein hod toed
to Foel hien weith a ol of Lalk aboul réepresen-
ting the Bolsheviks when he, MacLean, knew
full well that he was working for the British
government.’ Mchhane claims that this is
untrie: Maclean never accused Rothstein of
being a spy for the British government.

PRAISE FOR MENSHEVIKS

Bt serious criticism can be made of Rothsizin
of political grounds, When, in 1902, lefi-
wingers in the Social Democratic Federation
rebelled against the opporiuiat e of the
Hyndman leadership, Rothsiein aligned himssif
with the right-wing During the Kusaian  Beve-
litcion of 1917 be characterised what he
comaicdersd] o be Lhe weakiess ol the Buossiian
-;:_wi_u'l_ists — thair *jealousy, q'Ja'rrr'ls.r'_.Tnunu:-;':
und predil=ction Tor theonebcal niceties,” He
went on Lo pradse the Meashevika far joining
the Provisional Govemment, They had gone
it 1he governmment i apite of the violent
apposition of the Leniniles.” He regarded the
move as ‘a peeat step Toresrd which maorked
the oifficial drinmplh of Lhe revolulioniry
priietarial.’ (Emphasis added),

Tabn MacLean was right 1o b suspicious ol
Rethatein, who bad ro ides whatsoever how Lo
bawidel o revolutlonary party Ly Britain.

I 1915 the Belsheviks ssoed o manifeslo fo
Tury arganizations asking them to help in the

formation of 4 new intemalional, OF these five
came from Britain, With the exception of the
British Socialist Party (BSP), Rothatein cannot
dlagm wo nave galwed & majorily of the member-
ship of any of thess organisations. That he
acguired the sllegiance of most of the BSF 1=
significant, Essantially the BSF was a reformist
party which contained a scattering of rewolu-
tienaries, mainly in Scotland.

TRICKERY

The Bulhaviks had particulazly mentioned the
tendency (of the BSF) represenied by
MacLlean', How did {hey fare at the nalty
confercnee? 'l myselt was sulomatically
exciuded,” writes Johin MacLean in his journal
Fanguord (August 19200, “through the
trickery of the Cockney, Cant, who refused to
recopnise the old Tradeston branch of the
BEP, of which | became & member on the death
of the Pollokshaws branch.” Later. in an (pea
Lerter da Lenin, MacLean explained this had
heen secretly enpincered by Rothstein,

In Maclean's cpinion, the British Communisi
Purty had been fommed onan I.lllpnl:l-:.'i.pled
busis, The creation of what was tantamount to
i nume-cammunsl Comsnwinsl 1’37[_!,- wad bhasad
on ank ogtimisce asgumption: thev-will-all-move-
toethedeftander-the-pressire-of-events theory.
This not only meant that in the ¢ouree of the
strpzle Lhe Communist Party would develop
in & more evedutionary direction, but that

the lefi irade union leades would do likewiae.
This proved te be quice wseful for the TULC
bureauerars in the Anpglo Russian Trade Union
Commilles, who were quile preparecd Lo
coneeal Tight-wing practics with o faw revolu-
tionary phrasca.

ADHERENCE TO PRINCIPLES

John Maclean realised chat it was especially
imporlant in o coontry ke Britain, where

the raots of reformism were so desply embed-
ded, oz the Comemumndst Pacry to be built on
theoretical foundations of grmnile Hrmoess:
*Lenin, Trotsky aond the Bolshewiki wers and
arz, very ogid Marxians, Becnuese of Uhed
faithlol adhesrence to principles they have

won throggh ond are holding nut with tremen-
dloss sweoess,” { Fakgerd, Aupust 150201

P this reason John MacLoan sought to creale
H penuine revodulionary organdsation. [nitially,
b Lried b aecomplish this nround the Soctabis]
Labour Party (SLF), whose members had

bepn wery prominent in the indwscrial stroggles
an the Clede, As Lenin bt stated earlier,

comgparing the SLF with the BSP and the
Independent Labous Paroy: “0f the thres
socialist partizs in Enpland, only one the
mmdependant Socialisr Labour Pacty, i openly
beacornditg an ally of the Bolsheviks, while the
Locialist Labouor Parly in Scotland declares
itsell to be an adherent of the Bolshe viks,”
{Lenin on Brivein, Lawrencs & Wishart, p. 201k

In his efforts to build a anified revoiutonary
party, Maclean organised o conlerence, held
in the 5LP% salional headguarters in Glasgow,
om 25 December 19200 But Willie Gallaches
and @ growp of his supporters — ithoupgh not
delepates - came wlong and wrecked the
canferenoce,

TREMENDOUS ODDS

Despite such harassment, John Maoclean con-
tinued his atiempds o form g @nuine soculs
party , primanly in Scotland where there was
greater malifaney and he bed momne inflaence.
But he failed. The tide of militiney had
recadad, Growing unemployment kzd to shop
stewnrds being sacked, Union bureadcracy
paingd control again in the Jabour movemesnt,
The Communist Party, sorengthened by large
financial pesistance, prew and eventually
sirangled the revolutionary lefr.

As for MacLean: his attempds (o restore life Py
the dying revoluconary torees eventualiy killed
im. He foughl o Bitrer bal e against Dremen-
dong adds. Repeatodiy jailed by the suthorities
he also had to contend will ahuse from
Eodnoiunist Party a5 well as’Labour Party
members, deed the way 10 which Lhe P
alandered him, broke up his meetings, spread
ties aboaut him, i reminicent of ils ehaviour
o number of amall revaliionaey gioups thal
exigred between the ninetsen-thicties and
wigties, In this sense, John Macloan was the
[tril Brifssh 'llﬂ[ﬁk:].'ﬁ[.

RAYMOND CHALLINCR
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Just published — The War Afrer 1he
by John Maclean MA; 20p from

Socinlist Reproduction, 57d Jumes-
town Road, London, MW

' b published before Xnas
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 STRATEGIES FOR STRUGGLE

3. Workers Revolutionary Party

Onme of the feats of modern scenee was exec-
gied in London on 4 November - the trans-
formation of the Sodalist Leabowr League into
ihe Revolutionary Party,

The Workers Revolutbonary Party {WHF ), as
the melamorphosed SLL 5 known . daims to
sffer ihe worling cless a unigue prodoct
called revolutiomary jeadership”. 1t should
mot be unfair, then, (o examine ¢ Eaotly where

' the Workers Bevolutionary Party proposes to
end the working class at this time of struggle
and upheaval

BENERAL STRIKE

e SLL bomg apo prasped 15t facl thal e contral
problem (acing the working class was the Tary
Govemnmeni, and that the mosi effective insrument
to break this government was o peneral sinke. ’

Troasky & wiew was that a general strike possd the
guestion of power, bai the SLLWRP have 3 mither
&ffereni Klca — the pnctal srike posed e teation
of 3 el clection. Thus, rather than campaigning
o explun 1o woiking clase malitasits that s general
sinke is the most effactve means of unifying the
working class for ike strugele against the ruling clsss
and 18 Lovernmen [, (hey have stressed the nied Tor
3 general chiction, and propose the pereral strike as
mmply the most drect rowts o the polling booth,

. Seh 5 poditon has o curlous koEls all its own. Ekc-
B ars, of course, the principal means by which
e ruling class maintains its peditical dombnation o
8 bourpeods dempcczacy. The calling of an ¢lechon is
i 2 chissical raling ciass devio! to head off a
Eowing mam movermend (e.g. in France i May ‘68,
o Argenting fhis yesr ) Far from i1 being necessary
0 il 5 peneral sirike to foree an election, the raling
chans cam be crpediad 10 make sch 4 move a6 1
s seunt of 2 dedsive stregele.

i, 32 the pace of (he cliss strupgle moans, the
prominence of the peneral sirike call in the SLL s
Propagands declines, because |1 i increannghy
sivwiives (Ml & muck smalber dose of indastrial

E sphesval will do the joh. Thus in Juene 197 2 § series
ol gidles in e 1her SLL s paper Workers ™ Mfrers
vprnted as 3 parmphiet - “Why o Labowr Gower-

o meen ) dool up e gquestion of the néed o kick
sut the Tories and elect o Laboar Grovern ment

without nece proposing the peneral siike as a

seand of acheving this.

lsntesd of o clear call for the form of sirupele 1o

i adiopind we pet all sorts of wooly Tormouias ke
e the organeeed wor Kng class” and “wor ki||g
i sobion’ — lurmebes wery like those umed by the
midery of the: Commamin Party and the made union
B winn we cnlibased i (e Tirst article in this
TR

sitiong do ‘acknowledps that the fight...invalves
the question of powsr” — and sy quite clearly

that ke wanti no part of sacha feht The ‘yueation
of powur’ B ool posed by 2 peneral election {:\'p:pr
in the mind of socisl-demacratic muddiehaads), bul
by the mobilisation and siruggse of the masses. And
il is that which Jow Garmley hopes o gvrid by
talking about an election mstead of arganising a
miners strike,

demand that the Government reconises 112 audlorily,
the assumiplion of direcl control over prices by
wiorkers and hoasewives cammitiees, (Be ¢etablighment
of workens defence fomces couplsd with the demand
that the Government abodizh the amy and the

palice in their levour.

That is (ke way 1o move [bom the posing of the
question of power townards its resofpsor in feour of
Tl working class. Bul that nvolves an approach to

the mass sinsggles of the working clnss that is totalhy
alicn fo fhe Workers Revolutiomay Pariy.

The sptarce of the WHP's-emors lie in dbeie whols
concepiion of ‘revolutionary eadership,” They say
the struggle cannol go forward under Owe preschi
re[urmist kadership -and they ore perfectly correcl
They stress the nesd for & new keadership-n revolp:
thenary party — and again Loy are right,

But they see chis keadership as heing simaply a “left

way [orward For (b présentd strugple, the mens by
which the mames can break feose fram the present
buréasuctd s leadership, aod the process by widch
the rewalu fionary purty will bs buill and w-ili
eelablisl its lesdership over The massss,

Militantx wha are concerned abont the comirg con
fromtation with the Tory Government and havs: seen
throagh e peesenl aderdiip of the Wbour move-
ment gre seanching for a political abtecnative, It is oo
w5z telling them 1o “haild the revalutienury leadership
=L jodn the WRE, because thel will sodvi nothing
pyer Lhe nexi lew months, unless ¥ ou sericady Ehink
that the WHEF is poing to toke cver the TUG ar the
Labuur Parly in that spawe of thae, Wiat s necdesd [&
4 pomerete programmes of oction which mililanis can
sk Lo tracdfonm fhe way n wihech che masscs oy
wham they have inllavrce are sdrugpling - br underaat
the depandence of the musses or the refommsts,
steemgzlhen Ui vty of the massse, and ablow theen L
zanfremt the ruling claz: on the mast advaningeras

L covarse @ mass mohilismion snd streggle cowld
ke phace arcund a General Election. Bui ik
SLL% sbogan of *Labaear 1o Power ona Sacizlist
Fropram” is hardly desipned toda thas — {1 dmply
backs up the stezmpis of i sodahiemoda s

to eyl 16e working cless that the road o
socialism lies through electing & Labous povemment
w11 ihe nght pobiaes, sather than the development
of the moss siruppbe of the working class,

Hack (n 1970, when e SLL was a Iul mioed aBalive

wing leader of the NLIM
il elecon as 2 muans of ayvoidmg a light with
e Tories, Workers' Proes says "Miners leader Joe
Leaotialey 8 right 4o demand that ihe Heath Gowern-
ment cills oo tmmadiate General Fleciion, 1Bz &
scknom edgeng that Lthe Tipht agamst the Phoase
Thres pay bws & not simply aboor wages, but
mvodves the question of poaer',

e Ll Ll o

T drafi resolution “Perspoctives for the Transfarm-

afion of the SL1. oo & Revalerjonary Paimy” .J-JI_IF\-LI.'d
By mhe LLL centrnl comenitied in Febrigsy 1973 s in
B mme viin. Referenoe is made to the past recosd

i the 5LL  "We compaigned [rom the very beginning

fow ihe TLIC to call o General Siehke ro defeat gl

Esdustrial Bektions Aol and leca: the Tory Governs
mml to resign’
fatmre significance of this farm of strugsie,

BENERAL ELECTION

but no mdication is given of the

s the penemal| smike call recedes into the backsround,

w0 ihe peneral clecdon slopn netzives owen greater
srominenoe. Thos the B Novemnber Borkerr ' Pross
sore the headlin

Fora Leniral Ekction MNoa!’
sy o satement from the WRP Central Commitoza

S wre-the WHEF deterred by the Tact that all kinds
of miserabls reformisis md opperfenigts i the
Bbosir movenienl ase seekng shelter ander the rock

[ m prneral election. When Joe Goemiley — nght-
rukses ihe question of 1

Weil. they are ripht abowt one thing - Gormbess

TYMNEEIDE: Anti-lniadivrtn] Lisgud. gubdic
irwling, ‘The Iresk Freedom Struggle.’ Sunday

9 Decernber at 8 p.m. in the Bridge Hatel,
Mewtasibe, Irish, TU amd &1L speakars. Alsd
Girend Socrsl Evening, Friday 7 Decembsr, 8 p.m.
in the Bridge Hotel, Newscasile. Jahn Doaornan, the
fabnslenie Baggarmesn, Irish Dwancars, @fc, Adriigion
ot door 26p.

WEDICINE AND IMPERIALIBM' ! MaaTing
Wedrnesday B December, Room 20, Urissrsity af
Lomadosn Unien, Mlaser Sc., WG, Chaly: Joshios
Horrs, Spdakers: Malcolm Segsll, Robin Scott,
Basit Davidsan, Organised by Gueinea Sngale
Mozambigue Medical Action (GAMMS), Further
imformation: T34 9641,

UKRAINE: Public meeting In defencs o1

poelitical prisoners in Ukralre', Mordsy 3
December at 7,20 pm in Corwey Hall, Aed Lion
Sgusre {Halbarn tube), Speskers fram 15 and Thacs,

ANTHFASCIST SOCIAL: Saturday, 1 December
— all groceeds Lo COURF QX E.-'m:.. nf Those aharged

abaat the general stoke chan al present, they had
this toosay about the danger thit elsctions cosplod
with minor matetinl concsszians could deduze 5
peneral srrike movement! “The kedsons 1o s are
wrucal g Leneral Simke 10 make the Tory govern-
men | resign must remain 0 being ] & Geacral
Elacion is held znd uneil the progromme of
naticnglizn tton sitheur campentation un de
warkers com el Bas oo adopied by e Labour
Farty Tor implemen mbon '

Bt oven this Rl warixnt of their prosent postians
i hopeless reformasen, T a gencral sirike poscs e
gaestun of power then surely it sheuld ‘remain m
noing’ until some anewers 10 thit question ane

tartfesming. &nd thase answers will not come simpiy

Feanm the tRction of o Labour evernment, not @wen
ane which has ill..|'\l'_.‘:|,!' a et programme Qenkess
wi belwe the reformisis have suddenly B=come
simeeres. gnd will peally L.":.":i'l their promtes Lhis Gmel

By ail snéans, kel's elect 2 Luhowr Governmenit, Buat
wi must nat deoeive the warking class that such a
Cioverniment - no Mt rer whal (L [ OETT RS SA A1
Crid 's angwer to Lheis problems. We miast propose o
LANCrElE proma mims o actan by which they can
uas the noew condiliuons aeatod by the ghection ol
such g Cavirnmint to creabe andd impase theer

arwn safutions by develpping thelr pen power —by
the mass seizars: ol factaries coupled with demands
Lhat they be rabomalised, the estnbitshment of
system of workers' cottral connhined with the

vetsdon of the preseat ladecship: the TUC with
Cerry Healy at the tap instead of L=n Murray, nnd
they thirsk thsr o wany 00 pet thes o by "eapdang
The present leadership, Thas manmy of the deeiands
they proposs- such z: the general sirke are mrl
meart js sericas propasals toguide the activier of
warking clags ilitants, bot smeply a5 dovlees 1o
highlight the nschery ol the Surearcrats who fail
to take them upe Thos we have the iropic siruation
Wial tn & sibaadbon whdioe a gedcenl atriks boceames
mare Likely every day, the WREP is mare and mare
conserned with & peneml election  pracisely becais:
lhey think that they =an more e Mlocibely ‘oxpow”
the Wircancrats with this demamd,

[n fact, their demand plavs right Evio the hands ol
the Biirestieiasy, and thovyend up aibng mehsadsg
Irade znionists ks Gormley. But that is net the
iakn podin, LU e gt enaugh smphe fo ‘expode’ the
trenciery &l the presend lezdership {that oo lead o
denteralisation a8 wal 28 fevall oAy copssioiancss,
os it did after Lhe 1936 peneral striked it @5 necessary
19 demonztea i concretely, and whate possible In
proctive, thal a revolutionary. road gctuaiy éxivis,
Fuch a lusk iy an esealiol part of building @ reeali-
fhopary party, bevaise revalitionany lesdership is nioc
a beft varsion of the TUC: A0 i based on a totally
differeist relationahip with the nasses, Revelutionany
leadership can oaly be exercised throagh the
imdepeislent organizaiion of the mases The creation
of such creanisation #, al vne amd the same Lime, e

berms.

A pevedu todary pacty I3 oo coganierion witlar beasl
o limited capacity to inlwence Lhe cowrse af the class
strigale - o affect the ontcome af at least sonie ef
the mast irmperiand strugges in whicl the workicg
clnss 2 eebvad, The WEP canmod dao that, and
therefore its cloum o b “the evolutionary parky ' is
phien¥. Mo such party exlsts o Britain beday.,

The buidliting of mch @ party can anly be cormed azd
By those wiio winderelamd the cenlral fasks [::l.l\.']Ii;:
revolurionaries: to goee warking clzss militents o

revpintiannry pafitical perspeciive, o shiow fiow hat
mersperiive can be translated mio concrete Forms of
mass strapple, and to propose practical inemares for
the arganisalian of the mnkand-file irdependent
from rhe reformist Boreaacmacioa, Tl ere, ami will
canticue te he, (e ventral concerns af the Intsrna-
tienal Marcist Group's propaganda, aglalion, and
acdiazn in the present period, That is why che
Ineepnarional Mprgist Groap w11 conteiba e o the
mezolulbon of the “wrisis of leadership’ m the British
warking class movement, and the Worksis® Bevolu-
IJI.""‘JIHI.':l" Party will nad,

CHRIS BALFOUR

atter rpcant demorstrations. Starts 9 pom. in
Irnperial Caldege Students Unior, Prince Consort
Aoad, SWT (South Kensingron tukbal,

FOUNDATION OF LEFT DFPOSITION; S0th
SNNVErsary commermaraiion meetirg, Friday T
Decemnber ar 730 pay in Holborn Sssembly
Ruoams. Lasding spsakars Tram the Fourth
International plus film of mtervies with Trotsky
in Copgahager in 1834, Organmsed by MG,

IMIE RED FORUM: Sariez of introductory -
oausorn for those in the Lendon area on the
plitics af the Fowurch Incerrational, Every Tuesday
at 8 pm in ke Garecs Piclon pub, Csladonian
Foad |6 mans Kings X tubel.

JOHM MAC LEAMN: Commemoratian meeting,
Friday 30 Mosember, 7,30 pmoin Conway Hall,
Red Lsan Sguere |Holbarr tobd), Spaakers inc-
lude Harry McShane bveteran of FRed Clydeside’
asgoeaee of John Mac Laan], Walter Kerwdal!
{authar of "The British Aevalutiorary Mowernent
1900211,

NOTTINGHAM RED CIRCLES: Wide rangng

suries of discumsons based on the palitics aof the
Fourth Interrational, Every second ard fourth

Turscay in 1he month, Bam &1 the Lian Hotal,
Clumiber Strei.

e Rla el o AR Moo '

Books and pamphlets on the Middle East

Clags Nature of the kraeh State ¢ Machover
etel 10p+ Gppép

Butning Issues of the Mideast Crlsis / Patar
duch 17p + Bpplp

The: Truth About Iseael and Zlonism /
Weinstork & FolPschild  15p + 5o olp
Mideast (] and U8 Imperialism / Dick
Roberts: 15p + Ep pép

How Can the Jews Survive? A Socialist
Answer to Zonism ¢ Gearge Movack 1l

Fep pln

Doruments of the Paletinlan Reslstanee
Movement ¢ A Fatah, FDFLF, PFLF 1/p
+ on plp

foots of the Mideast War ¢ Salactiors from
the 15K 2bp 4+ Gpr pfn

larsel and the Araba ¢ Maxiqne Hadinsoo
4ip + fppén

Brael: A Colonial-Settler 8tate / Maxime
Bodinson 7o + 120 ofp

Thetr Jewish Cuestion ¢ Aoram Leon  £1.28p
+ 15p p&p

The Fulestinian Resistance ¢ Gerard Chalisrd
350+ Gp plp

The Disinherited: Journal of o Palestinian
Exlle [ Faway Turki E1+ 12p pip

The Arab-lersell Conllict: A Readeor / 24
Augzall Statler  £140p + 150 plp

Cash with orders to;

Red Books

24 Boundary Road, London N.W. &
Eed Books is open Monday to Saturdsy,
with late apening Friday till B.00 pm. Near-
&5l stalion is South Hampstead { British Ruil),
Tei: 01-624 4504,




Economic crisis likely to force new Greek rulers
to bring back parliamentarians

The latest ‘coup’ in Greece, carried out as in
1967 with the aid of 4 NATO plan designed to
forestall & Communist seizure of power, should
conme &5 no real surprise. The Paris newspaper
Le Monde, for msiance, hod two days
garkier salysed the exisiznce of ai leasr thres
fnctisns in the ared forces—of which that
supporting Papadopoulos was reckoned o be
the weakest,

he fo the previous weekend, and the
gathering popular support which they had
opiloed, had exposed only too chearly the
weakness wnd instability of the Papadopoailos
regimic, [ast Sunday's move was primarily
irtended 10 halt 1he privwiing conentration
o power in thie sole hands ol Fapadopoulos:
even had electons 1aken place, he would sgill
as prisgddent have retaimed complete con e
aver such matters 28 inlermn] s ity until
Jiks temm expired in 1981, and his puppel
primie minister, Markezims, talked of makineg
hin e Tt of Greeece.”
1t s umclear as yet whai policies the new
governmenl will pursse, The main figure
behind the coup, Brigadier loannides, is the
head ol Ehe military police and a notorious
tarburer, wiike the new prime minister,
Androsiisopoulos, 15 8 former Chicago lowyer
who has a cloae wurking r=!:|li.1nq'|'.ip with the
CIA, The néw president, General Giziks, i3
Belbovwed Lo be o hardliner.,

MEED FOR STABILITY

The most likely course for ihe new regime is a

combination of libcralisation’ measuns
(release of the old polithaans and some of the
students aivd worksm recenily arrested)
Lepether with u tighteaning up ol security to try
Lo previenl any repeat of the recent mass up-
surpe. | s possiblo also that moves may be
made towards setfing up the goverainent ol
‘Mational Union® called Tor by the old politicians
il the tine of the riors;, This: would inelude
representatiegg of all the old bourpeois parties,
with Ksramanlis {former leader of the riglt-
wing EREFas ihe likoly prime mrinister,

But whatever messures ore puarsucd, |:|'|_-_‘-;n.- weill
reflect the neid for 8 new slakle regime in | he
country. Thisis the more erpent for US
imporiglism Tellowing the Iheonchasive cloclion
resuslly in neighbouring Turkey , which threaien
tor creale a new weakness in MATOR sonthem
flank. Furthermore, @ move Lowards ‘notmalisa-
Lo’ with o civlinn govorpment and the reinte-
gration ot the old boorgeos parlies inlo-the
political lfe of the country may bi the only
way Lo unite the capitalist forces to deal

wilh the fremendous economic problems now
mseling Greece (imports hove dowbled -and
inflation has soared by B sance the begnning
of Lthe year.}

NOTHING FOR WORKERS

Ume thing is clear; the new regime offes no
mors prospects Tor the workers, peasants and
studenis of Greees than did the old, It &
particularly ohscene, therefore, to see the
Greek Communizst Party (the KKE) joining in
the cabls for o government of "Madonal Union'

~ the more g0 83 Karamanbs instiloled a vidous

Gnnarl Phasdon Gizikis (left}, the new Greek president who took part in Sunday's coup after the

mass upsurge of students and workers (right] had shown the instability of the Papadopoul o: regime

vertuh-huant sgainst the KKE while fn office,
ath was nol sbowve mgging the eleclions 1o
finbinng his position until & mass, eriee-
parliamenfary upsurge foreed him inlo exile i
15961, Hoving becn one step behind 1he masses
throughoul The upsurpe of a fartrmght age., the
KKE now seeks to subosdinn e the nisss
movernen! Io manocuvres within the capitulist
clasgin d desperate attempt to pet back on la
the Familinr pround of the ‘peacetul road.”

In fact, 1l was the upsurge @ fartnigh! ago, when
the most advanced sections of The woerking cass,
studends and peasantey came logether under

the leaderstep of an independent, ele cled

struggls commitier in Athens, which showed the

real wmay forward Tor {he mass movemend in

Carezce, The Lask fos muat be o develop Hhase
tendencies townrds democratic mass organisa-
Lo, e conepetise the anii-capitalist alopans
which have been raised, and Lo I"-::-rgr_' i revolu-
tiomiery curreit copable of giving consistent
leadership in the sirngeles abesd,
Inawing on the legsons of the bloodbath a
fortnipht agn, such leademsiip musl alsa of
neozsuty incdude contnuous propaganda for
the formation ol armed detschiee nm of the
wolking class and fts student and peasand
allves right Proan vhe start, On this soad, snd
[his foud alone. lics the final solntion torthe
pmhlr.:rns of the Creek working maises — [he
establishine et of 8 Socialist Workers Republic.
Jokn Marstan
——

Ukrainian socialist released after protests in Moscow

The relesse from prison of lvan Dzywohs, the
well-ksown Ukrainian Maryist inlelleciual,
was announced on 9 November by the
Ukrninian Writers Union.

Devuba was senlenced in March of this vear to
live yien' impnsonment {or ‘carrying oul
anti-Sovict propagands,’ This was the cukmins-
L of several years of repressive measdres
dEmat this avowsd Lenmel, whose book
Intermaliofioliven or Rusriiication had cxpoged
the unti-Leniniat ling of (e Soviel bureavcmey
fowsirds the national gquestion in the Soviet
Lipiomn.

The mahility of the Soviet leaderglup 1o dis-
miss Dizyuba as & bodwrgeods nplionalist foreed
them to publish a lengthy pamphilet foar sale
oy in the West, altempling to refu e his
arpumenis. But within the Soviel Union itself,
Il il hos co-thinkers weome rounded up and
sent to prison wnd labowr cam T

Al the World Peace Congress in Moscow Last

momilh, some ol the delegalions protesied .
against Deyuba's imprisonment and the repres-
gion of hundneds of other dissisfent infellectuals
amd worke s in the tiraine and other parts of
Eastern Europe (i lefler from bn prisoned
snciulists in Crechoslovakia was distributed ol
iye congress, along with other material from the
opposition there).

PEACE CONGRESS

Following tle Poade Congress, represealalives
ul the Communisl Party of The Sovier Linion
atl=pded a meeting of the Pracsidium of the
Ukrainian CP, 1 was after this meeting Uhal s
sanouncement of Deyuba’s relesse was made.
The Soviet leadership cannot hawe been unaware
af the Feet thag defenos commi lbees for Diiyuha
had besn sl up in Morth Amenci and BEurape,
iitd Chat Lhedr represive medsures were

mecting with growing protest lrom socialist

il working class mvilitan s in Ll Wesd,

Tl afficial ox plugatlon of Deyubi’s releise

however, can only heighten the outrage of
sociakimts al the melbhods of the Soviet bureans-
cracy. I is duimed by the cditors of Litergry:
frreine, for instanee, (hut he w2y froed because
‘during the investigation and n courl he
admalled L fas mistakes, and assisied in the
investigation.” Bul In that case why was he
senienced to five yvears for ‘his mistakes™ And
whal wend Thes *mistakes,” other thon publicly
declaring hiz opposition o officlal policies?

And Al he wis relensed following his ‘assistaie
i the imvestigation” why was he nod released
before the 1ol took place? Was il because “ihe
ivestpstion’ infa his ‘mostikes” had heen poing
an between March, when bis trial eoded, and
Novamber, whan he was ralansed? The uttompt
to justify his release cnly coaflems ke fac

Lhat the Sawel bureapcroey is engaped ik a

degperate strwgpie to crush onery voive of
Soctilast il Leminisl opposiiaom Lhrowgh
SR MEONSSSiveE MEASUTEE,

The Sowiet leadership undoubiedly hopes that
such actions s the release of Deyvuba will halp
Lo smnoih the pach for its efforis st class
collaboration with the impenialist countries.
This ey be so, Bul they will not halt the
protests in the sccialise and labour movement
at the burcaucracy s continuing suppression of
workers democracy, and s oppressive nations-
lities policy in the USSR, Hundreds of
Ukraininns remain in prisos or labour camps,
and the vers way in which Dzyiba has been
released highlighis the travesty of socialism in
th: LIS5R,

The Ukrainzan Defence Commities in Britain
will {herefare he continuing vt adisvily, cam-
paiming for the release of Chornovil and other
pediticul prisoners-in the Weraine, |6 has joar
published a new pamphler, Craine Daress
aud Reprersion, and will be holding o public
meetling on 3 December at 7.30 poo, 2n
Landan®s Conway Hall,
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Ao Camardsia, o new journel pubdished by
militents of theé Fowrth | itermatisnal in Portugal

o - o A ——
PORTUGAL: Alang with the rising tide of struggs
auairngd Porfugrese calardalss o &lrics has oome a
Tarked change in The ginsaties irside Poetucal, Thes
wiadr has shan an pngrecsdented number of strikes
— notsbly that of the I."-'l.F':urpn:wl: PO kRis — mi wanll
a2 majar student grugglées in Lisbos, Oparta, and
Coimbra. The most recent expression o this naw
dessgantenl cima 0 2B October, the date of the
carefully prganissd ‘=slectiors,” when ewn the
aftigial tiguras admirtad 8 fogh sbasdention rate, rising
ta sl st 50% in Lishon and its stbirks,

This ity icen abyvicusly DpEny ag e possibilines
for 2 rivaluticnery interamntion, which reakas 1he
Aparanch Gl Acean Carmurils, 5 new regular

jaurra’l published by the Portugunsa miligants of 1he
Faurth Intarnationst, all the more tirely. Spert fram
cowErage of dgevclapments i Porred and ins
cilEnias, the Pirgd issue focusses particularly an 1he
leading role played by Poriugusss v Here in the
FREEAT imigant seorkers' gruggles in Franoe,

=
Hured 8 major crisis wechin the ranis of The CF,
with many mikizans nove opaaly chalid-ging the
pasaibility of the ‘pedceful road’

FRAMCE: & are cay geooral grrike hag bpen waoled
far Thursday 16 Decamédr & 1ha rrain trads uaan
argan garions ared portees of the left b grosess @ the
rigrg cost of lwirg. The affcial pries indes sagistered
arecard rise of 1, 7% 1agt moeih, & rade e ch oF mais
tained wioild amauel Lo almast 15% aver the naxer
YEHr.

The stnke & intended s mply 83 8 gestame af prodest
oy (15 Apenaces -1k Communisi Parry, Te- inssanoe;
ey i1 25 2 muears of backing up the Yaios of ke
Left {its mlectaual cealition with the Sacialiss Party
and Lall Ragics s) and its ‘anti-monasoly” cameaign
Wa demands fiovr been pit foswang around which to
organisa, and ths issae has been restroeied ra rhe 2o
of lavirg. although it & clear thas the Gowernman el
shostiy use the ueston al aedlaitan o lsunch =

CEY LON: Dwer 150 1radn ugion milstarts as well as
maAay §ldanie sttended a public meeting an the
Chilear svents held recenily By the LSSPIAIL, Ceyvlan
menen gl Tha Four i Indernational, in Colsenbo,
Arpang thess in the audancs wairs dissidents {rom
the proeMoac e Corunumse Parey, sdieh s aaein

8 siate of seene origg,

The main speaer ar the meeiiag v 1LSSPIAD
leacer Bala Tarpoe, who corngared the Chilean
fxgarience with the losg threo yrar o gapular
front ruae in Soglon, whiers ke mass workers”
parting of the LESF frencoade Ts orakyists) srg CP
have he'd minigerial posts in & cosfitcan COUETTITE T
daminatag by the bourgeois 8n Laaka Frasdom
Party. This coadition has a0 ellagtively sucomrsded in
detending the intarests of the capitalian clas that
the prire menster, Mrs Bandaranai ke, hag ssen Jelc
cenfident epsigh nee fo expel the Cammuris
Farty miristers from che gosaramant, This fas

cllEngim sgeanst 1he warking class

-]

The I'.El.lﬂ utiorary 1arcas, l‘l-_"'-_l‘rl_'a.;E. —and rotakly
wier comrades of fouge vl be suggarting The
rrghilvsarion with the gim ol promuoticg genral
armerrhliss of alt che warkes avalerd 10 cigciagg
TarThee ach ooy prauind endere b semands, In parl caler
thiey well paint tothe strugde ar L p—i1s lessars far
thie gingegles af the wholé worsaryg class, and the
ABED [0 MEir i contonui g salifariny wirh the

Lipr viarkgrs despite’ths batrayal of the trade

unipa gurszacrats. |m s vay the onc-day grncra
BIri ke @i i aadn o weider signilicencs and vaed Lo
prepare the wiorking olass far the magor sorupgies
which e ahaad,

PERL: The continuing detestion af 30 teachers!
tarler by the “military reformist” Velasoa regime
larhich se zed pawer Thiauygh & ooup in 195E] Aas
litel 14 Fnagor clushes in winich seeml people have
=l Sinee che arrest at irs ieaders on 24 Dotaber,

the trachers’ urion SUTEP res organised a seris of
strikes winligh ans 0o e idly =soslaring 999 8

-general cenfrartarin Be e the regume and

arge spctiang of the working class,

Arequiaa, Py seoong lorgest oby wath a popniz-
Tz 01 300,000, hos beer placed undse dirace)

milifary cantrol inreggangs 1o & vicbaal aaneral seri ke,
& gtune af emergency has asn Ean declared in Ping
and Cueca, whene = in Arequipa clashes an Thie (inseds
have efr sevnral gend ang seny injured. Onoe again,
Tl irherent instaiml ity af any nadana’ sodution te
the fandz mental clash af jaTareels batwesn imperialism
and i weerging masses i Lacin Amorica 5 balng
dermonstrsteo, repeating the-'risars of Eolivig sad
Che,
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OPPORTUNISTSD.LP.
ENTERS EXECUTIVE

Faced with deadlock in the negotka-
tions for the formation of an execu-
trve for the MNarthern Ireland Assem-
bly, Mr. Whitelaw has taken another
dip into the gravy bucket. and come
up with 3 ladleful of extra, no-
voting, Adminisiration posts,
Mothing could rmare cearly
ihe ppporiunism of the Soclal Der-
eratic and Labour Party. and the
miended role of the new Executive,
Together wilh the Alliance. Party,
the SDLP had opposed Brian Faulk-
ner's demrand for a majority in the
Exzcutive, insisting on proportiom)
fCpresen tathan
Then, last week, Pawlkner won sup-
port for his policy ol parlicipalion
tn ke Exceutive from the Ulster
Undcmizt Councel by a majorly of
only 10 wotss, [ wias clear that il
an Exccutive werd mot speediy st
up, he woald not be able o scrape
together the necessary faxi-load of
voles Lo pel a4 maiority ob the nexr
oocasion.
Thié SOLP Ju-J Lo Eive in.
13 ".|rI:.- of o |rlr misE,

revem

They arc
”I'u.l\. L

F e

Support Eml 1'+ etkly -

basis for @ comp: odse hes bern
removed they will po under, =nd
after them the catholle minority has
o alternative execpl the Proves
Whitelaw was desperale o have the
deal settled, so that he could gt
back 1o @ cooler seal tn London.
Faulkner, wedk as he is, had the
strompest hand. 8o the deal Boa
solten deal; Whitslaw's vapue pro-
mases aboul frecing some detpinees
for Christmas should fool no-one.
The hebaviour of the Parliameniary
Lubonr Party on (s =508 was a
scandal. After oxpressing supparl for
Whilelaw's achigvement, the Labour
Parly pulied oot of the debate,
Lubour’s acgquisscenoe
law deal, the demand lor the repat-
vigtion of lrish political prisoners in
British jaiis and the growing move-
ment Tor the withdrawal of British
iraaps Itom the Morth of Treland all
find a common focus in the firugela
to smmsh the bi-parbisan policy

That s why the Troops Cul déemon-
siration this Saturday (1 Decembaer)
lakes on added fmporiznce wilh the
'\-\'.""l.llll_ Lp of r|' e E ‘-\.I.'l_llll'l'l‘
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New campaign
for Irish prisoners

and in the meantimea there is nothing
wrongwith Eghting for an immadiate
Improvernent in  their conditions.

An enthusiastic sudience in London's
Conway Hall last Friday {23 Novem-
ber] heard Frenk MeManus MP and
Maire Drumm  (Vies-President of
Sinn Fein) demand the repatriation
to Ireland of the dafendants in tha
London cer-bombing “trial’  and
other Republican prisonees in British
jwils, Other speskers gt the mesting
included Barmadette O'Hagan, wife
of Joa O'Hagan (one of the success-
ful helicopier escapees), and Brendan
Magill of London Sinn Fein, the
organisation which had called the
rresaTing.

Maire Drumm told the meetng that
the prisoners must receive the right
o serve their sentences, with politi-
eal status, in the North of Ireland,
whera they would ba amongst their
comrades, and where their relanives
would be sble to wisit them. She
appealed for action to save the Price
sisters who are on hunger strike,
Frank McManus poimted out that the

The NUS conference af Margate lasi
weekend  was the last chanes for
atudents to diseuss and argamise them-
walves on # mational level Before the

major strupggles apainst the Tores in
ithe mew year,

The turning point of the conference

was the passing of m amendment fo
the wishy-washy policy of the Execn

tive. Thiz called for matioihal remt
slrikes nexl lerm and direct nction
in upport of the demands af e
Gractts Campalgn und the grievimces
ol studenis against colicge authoritics.

Ualoriwiately  the passing of this
policy was the result of pencral dis-
comlenl wilk (he Bxeculive's TLztng
of the Grants Campaign rather than
with the peditice ol Thal compatgn,
[his wus revesled by a motion of
censure  which hepvily condemned
the Execulive, bul did not offer any
ahernatlive. As & result students are
alill representedd By o lepdarship winch

Irish exilas in Britain had o poweriul
waespon inotheir vote, and If they
wsad the threat to withhold it to press
for political status, and the right for
the prisoners to serds their sentenoa;
in Ireland, they would be able to win
A victory,

Brendan Magill called for the wnity
of all ‘organisations working on the
irlsh imuwe in Britain. He eaid that
Sinn Fein hoped to see a brosdly
reprosentative commitiee, on 8 non-
axclugive basis, being set up to sup:
port tha campaign, which was to be
colle the |rish Political Hostagpes

Campaign.

Al erganisations on the British laft
ought to fight for the demands of
the campaign. While the demand
for repatriation is not the same as
the demand for releass, it does not
contradict it. Inevitably the struggle
for the pelesse of Irish political
priconers will b2 a long term one,

NUS Conference calls for
national rent strike

confinees 0 falk with the Tories
over how muach studenis are o loss
oul of the settlement with the Dopare-
ment of Education and Scignce,

The speech made at the end of the
comferznce by Randall, the opporio-
nist Prestdent of the KUS, was a sharp
chanpe mom fhe une ke made at the
bemnning, which tumned on the ne-
cesabty Lo oavold “adventurist actiome
and comfromiation .’

Randullis isoiated o the MUS Execu-
tive, which is dominated by the
Communist Farly and  their “broa
left” allies. Randall is frving to fump
on the le=fl bandwagom, in an arlempl
to pain & base for re-election at the
next conference. For thizs reason his
cosing speech cenired on he mooes-
sity of reeogmlsing who our allbes in
the fight for higher grnts - peally
were, coming oul strongly aganst the
Vive-=Chanesllors and the Press- pre-
visely |he people stated by the CF 1o

I the defendants in tha reepnt Ha-
publican trials are returned to the
Worth af Ireland they will sutama-
tically pet politicel status, which
establshes that they canmat be tres-
ted like ordinary oriminals, and they
willl be included in any majar armnes-
ty which i3 won for Repubdican
prisonars by the mass struggle in
Irelinck,

The demands are @pable of gaining
broad support, and 5o will cut across
the hysteria of the press. The cam-
paign will establish that the prisonars
have rights, and will, draw attention
to the discriminatory treatrment they
arg receiving when compared with
loyalist prisomers, and British soldiers
convieted of orimeas in the North of
lredand, who have bésn returped o
Britaln to sera their santenoas.

he our potential allies in the cam-
TLEn,

Randall ales made preal play of the
oeed o avoid being intimidased by
the =e af the law znd wlelimizarion
by the college nuthoritizs, pledping
full support from the NUS, ca &
maltondl bagis; for all mobilissiions
in defenae of the Grants Campaign,
Many delegates realised thel Randall
anct fhe MNUS BExecutive canpot s
relied on to camy oul these promses,
and thal they nmeed o omganiss them-
solyes independentdy from the MUTS
Executive. Howewer the policy thal
was paascd does enable militants to
g back fo their collzges to proparne
far pational direct sction nexi ferm,
with the mandate of the conference,
The confersnce also aecepled an [ MG
proposed emergency mocion on Phass
Threz which advocated thut syppord
cammillees should be sct op bn the
colicgrs [0 participate in jodnt picke-
ting panis, collection of money | and
ter fsght For {he resources of hath
student unions and college boildings
L be put at the disposal of workers

i sbrigele.

New occupations back Essex students

The Administration at the Univerdty of
Fssen in Codchester  hos thecatened o
o the University down unlesa tho
current aecupotim of the siminisirlion
hlock s emded, Afrcady  the har  and
Inwindere e leave et cloged inoan nitempe
ey Lurn workers o Che campus Aghiede
the students. llvaerer, the oooupalion,
which began on B4 Navember, crnlinees
f have sl suprort,

I'he studenis are demasding culs in caler-
mp and aveommadarion choiges, and gua-
mntees of the expansion of Cacilities 1o
meel the expecied increase in sudent
numbers Afwr e Unbversely  issien
wiits againsl mine  shwdents. i fucther
demaind af mo victimisacion was adided.

A pveleinatly gxamination of the Tdes in
the occupied admimisiration hleck has
revealod seme Innersting Tevts, Far oxam-
ple. a Barclay™ Bank loam for student
honmng imvolecs B0 annpal enderest pay-
menl of LRG0 The shedenls ane de-
manding discussions pn this kiml af fi
NanCiig.

it [Aerad [

The emphasis of the oompation is on
mass metion amd democratic  contrel, A
Ceneral Meeding on Thurskay 22 Movemi-
ber took issoe with the secretary of e
Stidente Linden, 8 CF membser, and other
Union -hurezucmts who had heen nego:
Hatiog in sevnel with the Admindstration.
The meeting decided that the Adminis
rarlom, whd kivw Cheir deenands, drould
pat aay proposls be oo Genersl Mecting,
whete they conld e discusaed amd deckled
am by 3 mass vole. There was mooplace
for negodimtions by small, self-appointed

delepations. The secrefary has gince ne-
signed.
The stmlents are. amcHms 0 win che

support af the bocal labour mowsment,
mid an ionformal meeling between studenis
and local workers on Toesday  disemsssd
Bory cits his esducarion, A slmiar masiing
et wvek will discuss the ovcupatsiom.

Phe studones aee ERving B0 Snoonrge
ulher aniversitses to Tidlow Lheir example.
Their accupntion Followed a local mo
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hileaation for the MUS Grants Cimpaign
Ly of Acben, and it & hoges! - thal
students elsewhete will take up the quos
rirn o Tunssing ane prices in their collvpm,
going beyand the officlsl MUS “probest’
campalgn, Stdents af che University of
East Anplia oevupied cn - Wednisday (28
Movermlsee) i #didaridy with the Essex
slrugyle, in support of the XUS
Cirmnts Ui paggn,

STOP PRESS

Mabcierier Undversiip Acmiinistmtion of-
Japer - fiawe been ovcwpied v solidarity
wigh the sraggiv ap Errex Liateorniry,
The pespation  F fo be wemiaimed foeaf
fonsr 24 Ronrs, qfive whASeh @8 oo i
ayvebly Wil decide fwiure aciior, The
FEAATIET ik Je R thar phelr §ia-
Chareellor write o (e Ever FioeChan
celiar colling oo filwy do widthdrowe PR weirs
vl Repe been (wed goainsl stadends
ikere,
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