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DEFEND AEUW
~ STRIKE NOW

The decision of the National Industrial Relations Court fo seize
£100.000 from the Engineering Union's asseis represents a
dramatic new attack on the most basic and hard-won right of the
workers' movement—the right to strike.

AUEW members at the Con-Mech factory in Woking are on stnke
over the question of union recognition and the victimisation of 24

trade unionists by the company. The NIRC has declared this strike
illegal because it did not follow the procedures laid down in the
Industrial Relations Act, and has ordered the men back to work, It
is the refusal of AUEW members to obey this dictate which has
fed 1o the seirure of unlon assets and the threat of a fine in excess

of £50.000.
By CHRIS BALFOUR

The pathetic response of Scanlan and
the AUEW exccutive-to this revival of
the hated Industrinl Relations Act is
an announcemymt to the world that
the trade union leaders—the ‘“keft’
viriely Incduded-—are unwilling o
undertake 2 serioos fight agsinet the
Tories, With the very hasiz of trade
unionism under attack, Seanlon could
find ‘nothing bettér to do than try
and  join the long quese of trade
union burésucrats wailing, cp in
hand, for an sudience with Heath on
the Phase 3 proposals,

The AUEW executive has stepped in
to prevent Scanlon going ulong with
the rest of the TUC sell-oul artists to
Dowmiing Street on Monday, but they
have left the door epen tor his refurn
i the talks at g later date. As far as
the MIRC sttack is concernéd, all
they have done B publish a lengthy
brief on the Con-Mech dispule snd
asked their members o give ‘tangible
evidence’ of Support “if called upen®,
As the case of the Pentonville 3
showed, the NIRC can be defeated -

but omby by massive industrial action,
Steps must be taken immedialely o

The myth af the invineibility of the
bergali army has been shattered by
the Arab Forces ower the past fem
days, Even if lsrael should win this
war, which is by no means certain, it
must kEnow that another war will
come again in four or fiw years. By
that time the OAorab armigs will be
awan strongar than they are today.

i twture the |sraeld military will not
be able to act as the arrogant owver-
lard of the whalas Middle East, as it
has in recent years. For United States
imperialiam this wim of events i
digastrous, 1t has always relied on
lsrael . police the eruclal oil-produ-
cing Middle East an its bebalf, But
lsrael has been dezlt a blow which
will Brd that role farever,

The ragimes in the areb sountries
are ot present at the height of their
glory, But their joy will ba shortlived
Tha wear has shown that it s posstbhla
b auceessfully chatlenge the Zuwonist

prepare such a reply the momeni
that a penny of union members’ funds

are touched by the NIRC,

If thisis not done the only altemative
will be o sguakid- retreat that will
strengthen the Tories” hand apgainst
the irade unions and gearuntee tha
they turn a deafl ear (o fvade union
protests over Phase 3 or enything els.
And what aboot the Enginecring
Emplovers' Federation with whom
beanlon & Co are currently negotiat-
ing? The speclacle of a fall-scole
retreat by the AUEW cam only inspire
therm bo luogh in the face of the claim
firr-a £10 rize and a shorter work week.

A real mobilisation of the AUEW
and the rest of the trade union
movernent agdist the NIC would
serve 85 § very imporiant preliminary
battle. in preparation for all-out war
against Phase 3 and the Tory Govern-
ment. A victory in this fight would
inspire the enthusizsm and spirit of
struggle of millions of workers, and
sow fear in dhe ranks of the rofing
class and their agents,

This Baturday the Liason Commmit tee
for the Defence of Trade Unions
(LCDTL)} will be meeting in London.

Represanied there will be some of the
most powerful shop sewards' com-
mittees in the AUEW and the T&G
who are presnily before the NIREC
in a clabm againet them for compen-
gation because of frade uniof activ-
ity at Heuthrow. A @l from this
body for national mdustrial sction
against the NIRC would mean that
sny fine would be greeled with a
shutdown of the car industey, the
diocks, much of the iranspord sysigm,
and many important induatrial con-
cerns. Howewer, it is likely that the
Communist Party, who control the
LCDTL, will be wnwilling io take
such n course, lest if should threaten
their already uneasy alliance with

“teft' bureancrats fike Smnlon. In (that

evenfuality it will became more ur-
gent than ever that militanss in focal
trade union branches and individual
shop stewards committess begin &
campaign In favour of indusfrial ac
ton against the NIRC.

Every branch resolution  calling for
mass industrial action.and every shop
stewsrds” committes pledsed to stop
work, in the evenl of a NIRC line
agianet the AUEW, is another nail
in the coffin of the MNIRC, the
Industrial Relatjons Act, and  the
Tory Government that ereated them
both, Such steps must be taken im-
mediately, and loval conferences or-
ganiged to coordinate indisteial action
throughout every area.

A victory For the working class moone-
ment apianst the WIRC at this time
will open the road for a victordous
offensive on the wages froml and
against the Crovernment. It would be
the frst atép towards a generul sidke
to boree the Tories out.

MIDDLE EAST

ZIONISM

IN CRISIS

By ALAN JONES
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state. The Arab rese will now
demand that this job s camied o its
conelusion,

But the eringing regimes of Egypt's
President Sadat and his allies wdll
hold back, afrald of the messures
necessary to earry this task out: the
full mobilization of the Arabh masses
and a sharp break with imperialism,

The Sadat reglme in particular will
shudder &t such prospects, having
glready been shaken in recant years
by strikes of weorkars in the Hebyan
Stead gumplex and the textila mills,
andd by mass student demaonstrations.

But the main wictim of the present
fighting will b= Zionism, The Zionist
doctrine promised the Jews seourity
on tha basis of the colonsation of
Palestine in alliange with mperialism
and at the expense of the Palestinian
prople, For decades many Jews have
been prepared to accept this roac
tionary doctrine. Mow Zionism stands
ag the cruellest of iilusions,

Mot only hes tha axistence of the
Zionist state fostered  antesemitic
icheas armcng Mmany upﬁessed pacple
arournd the world, but it has done so
in vein. For it is nowe cear thal the
Zioniy sate of lsrael cannot resist
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the |ust siruggle of the Palestinian
frab paople to recower their land
and end the cppression which they
sulfer under the Zionist regime.

The words of Leon Trotsky, written
ower thirty wars ago, hive rever fung
truer than they do todey: 'Tha
attempt to solwt the Jewish question
throwgh the migration of the Jews
ta Palestine can mow ba sean for
what it is, o tragic mockery of the
Jewish people .. The future develop-
ment of military ewents may  well
iurn Palesting into a bloody trap for
hundreds of thousands of Jews.”

I the imterests of tha workd socialist
resolution, the Arab masses, and the
Jevesh  people themaelvas, there is
only ome way out of the present
situation — the defeat and dismant-
ling of the Zionist state. If is only
o this basis that the strupgles of the
Jowish and Arab working clisies can
b urited dod g foresd.

Con-Mech pickets. Do these man have the right to strike? The NIRC says no.

SUPPORT FIGHTING FUND

liv tha Tight againet e fmoits (MG miiitsrts have teen n the Tront rankst |n Edinburgh
whero Martin Webster wis sénl spurrying o in @ el and & London whard the Pk
boteoen the stods ard the fosctsts wos ravesied in the form of o hefty blue line

Aeyd Wedghiy hak bemn-in the Frond renk (o6 owf goveeadd oF the resist mermcs, and (he
plans of tha Motlonal Front to penetrpie fhe warlers” mavornant, hos boen shead of any

Hnlp ui ter lpeep an pupparting the antifooiet struagde; Yie-are now halfssay through the
Fighting Fund sands o €7 %4 we @il have s |&my wiay t gl
pur E300 torget. Sered your.donation righi avwan
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Om Friday 12 October about 4000 people, main-
Iv engineering workers, marched through Shef-
ficld to profest at the arrest of cight pickets oot-
side Footpring Tools Lid on 21 September, A
number of factones in the Sheffield area stop-
ped work to take part in this display of solidari
Iy.

The demonsiration showed that the police
pitack on the pickets st Footprint hes con
vinced the Sheffeid working class of the nesd
to defend the right to plcket,

There k= a danper, however, that this bsue could
be used [o divert the struggle oway lrom the
strike 31 Footprint, Only 200 poople answered
the call for a mass picket oulsnde the laclory
on the morming of the demonstzation. In Tact,
the Communist Party in Shefficld s deliterate-
by pushing the issue of the ‘Tight to picket"at
the experge of the fight to re-instate Pele
Wiklson, the victinised Foobprint Shop Stewnard.

For some weeks (e CP leadeship in the Shel
field area has been confromted with o clea
choice: either they cll a district strike, and
thus encourage 8 level of militancy which

London

NALGO
Workers push
forward claim

The Kational Association of Local Goveris
ment Officers (NALGO) has submitted o claim
for u £400 increase in the London Weighting
Allowance. This claim is not only for workers
in lecal government, but also for those in the
electricity and gas service industries. They hnve
given the employers until § November 1o reply,
This is'a somewhat surprising development
coiming 85 it does on the eve of major sirngples
aguinst Phase 3. The MALGO leadership, only
o few months ago, sceepied the £1 plus 4%
Hmit on wage cliims with very Ettle reluztance.
Maoreover, the claim is being pussuod with un-
characterstic vigomur, Every member is I:u:ing
gven o pamphiet explaining the claim, 8 mass
rakly 15 planned {or the Central Hall Westminstor
in early Movember, and the Union is ‘exploring
the possthilily”™ of crganising a jaint demon-
strution with other pubiic sarvice unons
However thelr main 1200 has been to rely

on local awthordliss Lp prossuriee |he povirn-
medl, on the basis of Iow recmutmest of stafl
in Londen.

International
Marxist
Group

[British Sacton of the
Fourth |niernational]
182 Pentomville Road,
London N, 1,
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Continued calls for mass pickets at Footprints have now become substitute for serious action

would take the strugele cut of Lheir coniral
and domage their rebilicnschip with the Unlon
huresucracy; or they sacrifios Pete Wilson and
accept & defear which would set beck prepara-
ticns for the struggle over the nalional pay
claim, They have -;.'Il.'a.'|:-' chosen the lntier
course, and are pushing the Foofprind sinke
into the background in order o safion Lhe
nlorw,

The most effective way to deflend the right 1o
mickel is o mobilies Che workers-wie marched
thsough Slwelfield dast Fridoy in orderto ofore
dawm he Food pring works aadll Pete Wilnea i
re=inptafed, The ripght o picket can only he de-

Thix relatively eovrgelic Gumpaignig reflects
the mterests of ihe upper and middle manage-
meni grades in London, who dominate Lhe
NALGO buresucracy. Due to local pavern-
menl re-orgmsation in (e provinces thege
seniar officers are; al present, prevenicd from
atvanang their crsers excepl Lhrowgh pro-
motion within the London area.

This clabm gives milsants in NALGO an
opporlumiy to alter the balanoe nf Toross
between themsebves and the burcaucracy.

It is mot pusl e nafagemenl grades, bl

all wion metbers who suiler Irom nEing
mnis, morignges, prices and trive| expenses in
Landon. Their stratepy musl b Lo fight for the
crealion of broad kaked action or compaig
cormptt bees b wvery branch, open to all who
wanl o particapate. Thess commiltess should
then form the Base for an all-London Acton
Commities Lo co-nrdinole fhe stroggle, Militanls
m other publicservice unions should camadizn
lar their imdoms Lo pul in similar claims, asd
should participate tn the sction commitless,
Thieeir First sk should b to mobilis: for the
Movember mesting, 11 well be the building and
extension of sich committess which will gy
Lhe mulitants the opportunily to tsdercil the
inf luenot of the bunchueaey.

I s also crucial that {he struggle is condbcted
in the contex! of the fight againsl the pay
lawe, wnd net an the hasis of fhe ssetional in
lerests of Lomdon workes, Any allempts by
the WALGO leadership bo present this claim
a%-a ‘spectal case” musl beovigoroasly resisted ) A
Fighe for this claim. and against Phase X could
b Lhis liest slemin g campaign 1o make Che
ruling cluss pay for the regional differences in
ey and arices, which sre now hitking London
local povernment workers.

Alan B ennet,

Action blocked

at Rotherham
Conference

Meny mdlirants felo fruscearion and anger after lesi

S lunday™s Bedherham confensoce on Phase 3 and th
Tury Gowernment failed do develop any sncreie
Imitisrives for sirugge,

Al the very heginming the chairman, Communist
Parry mcniher Albherd I-cui,;nr.. Tt ruded €hat na
restlulionn wonld bsx daken Irgen Che T, Aliler
platfoem speeches from Arthar Scargil (5 LM, Toan
May rend {Labosr Marly MEL ), Brel Goeorge Caborn
(ShefTield ALUEW districl ssore@ryk, 8 leaxking Tigure
in the Borlerham tenanes’ miovemen trised the
guecstion of suppord far the becod tenants, who one
will lulo<limg perd Encreses disgpile ircars fran the
[abhowr Comneil o deduct the money from wagss,

This mesolo lien was embamasing for (ke Labour
Councithers present, ns vwell 25 the Lahour MEP For
Fasthecham wio wag also (heea, A ameaull there wae
a paccedural mmpas, al the end of which Rnight

fended by mesting the challenge of the stote
head on.

I this siluaiion the consianl 2ppeals far mass
plckets serve little purpose; Engineering work-
ers limd i difficuli to take such pickers seriows
v when Ciaborn, the AUEW Festzict Secratary,
pobices the pickel lines more effectively than
the police themselves, instruciing workers-Lo
siand on the pevemenl so that the scabscun
g into work without interference, They will
niol be taken serlously until the full foree af
the AUEW in Sheifisid i used in the strupgle—
thrinegh o districl stnks.

TERRY CH&WELRL

aneply closed the conference withoul even Laking the
fast item on the agenda, a ‘'Declaratlen of Aims,"

PG militanis delegaied o the conference bad inten-
ded 4o propose that the 100 delegates ghoald be co-
apbed on o the Action Commiteer which had coifed -
the conferemce, With such wide mepresenlation an
Action Commitbes ooubd have formed the basis for a
Counetl of Actinn embhreng not only mdasteial
militants, bl abso repressniativis of cdlwer goups

I e locality - enanis, slipdenis, Tiousendves,
pensianers — Facing attacks from the Tary Govern-
meend, A Council of Action could also kave orgenissd
thee imiss af the population in suppart of the mines
and U Engineses in ihe coming months

The actions of the CF mean that even the apparmnily
1o unlie the kocal lnabour mawement arowsd sEripples
kike that at Footpeiit Toods in Sheffichd, and in
preparation Tor the coming hadile againat Mease 3,
have bt s ficed,

Harry Fapguson

New struggles

over student
housing

A new front in the siroggle over st edont
sccommadation hns been opened nt Lesds
Polvicehnic, where be tween four amd Cive
hundyred stwdents have cecupicd the adminis
tratiom hlock to prolest 21 the diminishing
liFing stamdards of students ot the colkege.

Arrhe meeting which d=cided on the ocoipa
Lofn, L was stresacd that the sordenls must
sk suppork Droam the ol kibooer and
tenants movement, 1 ws the support of

the Trades Counetl wlich hedpEd win an
impariant victory al Susexs Universile, whers
the cocupnlion was vsed Lo grovids tempbrary

aaermadation and Lo launch o campaim within |

he Tocal Sbowr movament o the g lssimn of
nowsing in Brighion,

- 1 . {
gt ix nlso medassmary b ik up weith other aolleges

whete stmilar stropales sre taking place, Action
cf T dceoein medilion ssue s currently bilog
carried ot al Manchesier Poly, Cambridge andd
Toowsaids Tochnical Collepes. and & beolng dis
aesedd a1 Pie routh, Micilese s, sl Blacl e r-
ficld Polys.

The confersnce ¢olled by Susse s stogents Tor
LE-08 et abar Lo vrgenese aolidarily with the
stiiigils apainst ool in ousing danassisl s
exising sirugeles, 0owill he an invpoarkent
oppEstunily oo rass the proslem of student
aceosmrrekation enthin the luboor movemneid,
il s domiial s parl of The Toy atlacks on
acial expenditure, which affeo ool workers
il stwiienis

For ialeemation abodl the confermace conloa
Steering Commillee for Acoormamocdabion

Lo Perenes, University of Suesex Union,
Falmer, Brighion, Suwsex

GLSSETT
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Phase 3
Profits

[Phﬂne- 2, the Tory gowernment claims, conguwes

| the demestic cuses of [nflatbdon, What remained
vas caueed by rising world prices which wore

beyond their control, This clalm 1s obe of the

| princlpal frauds of the new Pay and Prices Code
which forms the basis of Phase 3,

U course, it is true that the genoral capitalist
crigis Ig leading to worldwlde inflation, Bot the -
effect of this on the prices of mports into
Britain hos boen messively exapgeratod by the
constant devaluation of the pound in the last
two years. And this devaluation has not been
[ beyond the control of the Torkes, TE hat beet
| & conschos part of thelr polickes to produce
rapid growth, most of whose benefits goes (o
profils, The devalutalon has allowed Briclsh
exporters to avoid exoessive price rises in
Fowcign markels in foresgn currencies and at
the same Eime to take 8 fabter prolit in teoms
af sterling, But for the working olass the
devaluation has had the ¢feel of raising the
domestle msal of living and cutting real wages,

In Fhase 3, the snme process will po on,
Exporters are not subject to any price

controd, And it is highly probable Lthat

further devalutaions of the pound will sweldl
Lheir profit marging. But also in other respects
Phase 3 is subslantially mere getrous to profit
marging than Phase 2.

Thet first benefit comes from Lhe mew
regulations about peice cutting if profit
mergins rise Lo more than the ‘hase leyel”
{the average of the best of the last 5 vears).
Unader the obd regulabions prices shoukd have
teen cut to beiog profits down to this base
lesl, There were searcely dny examples of
Lhis in practice because of the rise in raw
materinl prices, Under the now repulations,
hwever, when eosts go down so that the
hase profil margio is exceeded then prices
e only be reduced by B0 per venloof the
exwees. This might well become important-in
Phase d, o, a5 8 vesull of o growing warid

| mreession, wodd commodity pwices began

to Eall

In addition, there are more generous proyisions
allorwing firms bo raise prices in exoess of cost
inereeses if they claim to fced the money Lo
finamce investment. Depreciation has now heen
made an sllowable eosl Lo juslify price incroses
And capital intensive firms opecating at low
capacity ol the beginning of Phase 1 can caleul-
ate their base costs, from which incresses are
mepsured, as il Ehey were operating al T3 per
cent af capacity.

Whal lor some firms will turn out o be che

mast pencrous vegalation of all & thal there

will now be no eontrol of price inereases at all

for Firms with a |_'_|rv|;||'i|. rile crii mpihﬂ ol s

ihan B per cenl or with & profil margin or

turmoser ol less than 1 per eeal, The Phase ?

figure was b pex comt return on capitel. Guaite
a1 sabslanlizl minority of Brilish orm pANHS

| dedare profit mates Below this figure amd so

| wp ko Lhis lentl they will have complete

{ Heence to rase prices.

The regulations governing the nationalised
industries work in the e divectdon. The
government is planping continned prices
inereases o Them of less than thelr increase
in onets. Thew deficit, therelore, will groaw,
Since thoy p:'nl_'l e impartant inputs fir
at her Industries this price restraint wil
Benefit the profits of privale companles,
Land tee growlng deficits will be finnnoed
from taxpayers, which means from Lhe
'.l.'nrhir:g vlass,

During Phase 3 profits will no lonper benefit
from the recenl SHIFED in -:'rul.put Andd pr‘vl':ll‘hll::-
txity. BEnowing this, the povernment miends
to keen prolids grovwing b mmore genero us
repulations undey the new Frice Code, It is
clear thal these regulations will do nothing
to curb tle pace of inflation, 'The ‘counter-

| inflalion’ pelicy remains maore Lthan ever 8
p-vl}'l_'ig:g,' Fowr Pasder rises in prices,

Michazl Prige



IRELAND: Troops Out Now! §:

Abrsham Lincoln's ndage that *you can't fool
gll of the people all of the time " has bepun (o
haunt theBritish Government. The total faflure
of it political and military policy in the North
of freland camnid be papered over much

lomiger, and the grim realities of the war ore now
being feli in the cities of Britain

It isagainet this background that we must note
& growing concern about the Trish war within
the British labour movement.

The action of South Shields Teades Council in
campaigning againd Army recrnitment n et
area was & first indication of this coneern
Already Stirbng Trades Council, in Scotland ,
Has paken & similar initiative, and a large
number of Trades Councils up and down
Britain have besn sending delegations 1o the
Horth of lreland toreport back @ true picluse
of The war.

CO-ORDINATION

A growing opposliod (o the wer m Britain,
pdded to the impasse in the North of lreland,
would doom the Tory strategy. It is n order to
deliver 4 blaw to the developing opposition
that the Government has begun a policy of
intimidation and repression agninst Insh
activists and their supporiers in Brilam,

But swhere the state has attempied intimidation
It has met with vigorows resistance, o Loadon,
the rapid eqtablishment of o brosd-based
defener committes prevented o guiel pul-away
job beiny done on the Belfast 10, In Coventry,
A defence commitbee initiated by IMG milltants
won brosd support in the loeal population and
isi the lnbowr movement, and when the trial of

Shrewsbury

It mow looks certain that the trial of the frst
sin of the Shrewsbury 24 is to be used by the

Government s 3 showpices. 5o far, the prosecu-

tiom has dredged up o series of alleged quotes
miid & variety of circumstintial evidence, The
faci that pickets had the cheek to hut some-
o who was threatentng them with o shot-
gun seems 1o have shocked the leamned judge.

Meanwhile, support for the 24 & growing
throughout the abour movement. Even in
areas such as Brighton and Porsmouth moves
are afoot to hold conferences on picketing,
Bow is the time to ake stock of the work
Uit has been done to mobilise solidaniy 2o
far pnd to examine the lessons of Shrowshury:
BUREAUCRATS MANOEUVRE

Thi trade union burerucrats are clearly fmght
ened, They are facing the prospect of 2 masalve
working class offensive aginsi the Tory
Covarnment and ks policies developing around

the Coventry 7 opened ini Birimingham there
waz g militant demonstration of over 10"
people, In Lancaster, Balton and Blackhum
defence committees have been 560 up Lo
defend the Black burn 3. Ower 300 people
demonsirated in Blackburm agaiist the aresis.

By GUS FAGAN

The 3 come to tral in Lancaster on 20 Oetober
and there will be a larpe ﬂ:'ETI'IﬂTtblFH“:D"l i
solidarity with fhem on 27 Octobes, Already
over 1O public mectings have been held in

the area.

Antiworking class leguslation Ejld TepIession
againet trade union milifants has enabled a
small but growing section of the working claes
io draw pareliels with the stuation in lreland,
Such actions as the arrést and detention of

2% trade unlonists and left-wing militants in
Colchester can only have the effect of broaden-
ing this trend

These manifestations of opposition to the
war are as vet fragmented, They have to be
co~ordinated into & broader cumpaign for
British withdrawal from [aland.

SELF-DETERMINATION

Louth Shields Trades Council's caompaign must
be faken up by other sections of the Labour
movemenl, Teachers musl orgamise ugsinst
Army recruitment drives in the schools, locsl
Labour Councdl musi be pressurised to ban
Army recruiting, 88 Merchyr Tydfil Couneil
has already done, and the issise of Army ;
recruitment should be lnked to upemployment
in areds whers ‘sconomic conscrption” i high

24

any struggle lnunched by the miners and engei-
giers. Heath's Phase 3 has nol gven them many
crumbs with wikich they can try (o sell 3 deal

ta the rank-and-file. Their only hope of avald-
ing 8 showdown with the Government i to-play

a walting game; hodd action down to  minkmum,

manooure, and engnge in as lengthy talks as
possible.

Abowe all, they must keep o tight pnp on lhe
aiualion to avoid any initiative by the rank-
and=file seting off the whale tinder-box,
Central to thia is the question of pickeling:
during the miners sirike Ehig trade Bolcn
hureancrats watched the conduct of fhe
strike being taken increasingly out of their
contral g rank-and-file militants moanted
flying pickets across the country, brought
mesre and more indugities to a hall, und
mobilised thousands of olher workem In
solidarity,

[o the struggics (oo come picketing will be ever
nore importeml, from Lhe stand gednt of both

Wilhin the Labour Party the deemand foran
ond to 'bi=partisan” support for Tory policy
shonld ba raised.

The conaccting up of these strands of opposi-

tlon, mto o oad movement for the withdrawal

of 1he British troops, and hased on the princi-
ple of sl -determination for the Itish paogle,
would be a powerful step forward for the
working class in Ireland and in Britain,

WEST LONDON COMMITTEE

[n West London, a committes for Troops {hl
has begun to hold meetings, plekets, distribu-
tion of leaflets, ete. This has given a focal
oputlet for the growing demand for the with-
drawal of the Troops, They kave called for
the co-ordination af such metivities in other -
dreas.

Towards the end of ths month they are
holding & public meeting with an impréssive
tist of speakers; Don Cook {AUEW Convenor
at London Transport Acton Works, in o perac-
nal capacity), o housewife from the Ardovoe
in Belfast, Frank MacManos MP, James Wall-
heloved MP, Jack Dromey (NCOL), Exovonn
MeCann, and Jim Kemp of the London Joind
Sites Committes, The mecting will take place
in Fulham Town Hall, Fulham Broadway, at
7.45 pm. on Wednesday, 14 October.

The Wesi Loadon Commities has also cilbad
for the secting up of an ad-hoc comunittes o
orgenise a national demonstration on the
baglz of the slogans “Withdraw Eritleh Troops
from Ireland NMow' and *Self -determination for
the Irish People.! Further informaticon about
thiz can be oblained from Gavin BEobinson,
o Red Weekly.

lessons so far

the bureaucrats and the rank-and-file militants,
For milltanis mass Mying pickeds will be a
central mesns of winmng many struggles and
will be u mapor weapon enabling the rank-and-
filz to take coptrol of their cwn sirogges. For
the bureancrats such pickers will be a threat (o
their control and fo tlaie attempt to awoid at
all eosts & major confroniation with the Grovem
ment.

RANK-AND-FILE ORGANISATION

For these reasons, the inlenssis ol the burean-
crals, on the oie hand, and the rank-and-fie,
on the other, arz totally opposed on fhe
guestion of pickeling, This makes it urgent
that trade ynion militants hoiid up an apparsios
in cvery arca fo coordinate and defend the use
of pickeis in the struggles aliead, Such a maove
will hive to be faken bn Lhe face of apposition
From hesth the bursancrate end (as the case of
Footpring Tools shows ) Choss growps, like the
Commumisl Party , wlio try to hulam-., aolWwWeen
the bureauerzcy and the mok-amd-file

This is the next step which all mititants con-
cermedl with the defence of te Shrewsbury 24
must take —practical opplcation of the lossons
af that strugeie throughout the entire labour
movement bo prepare for the coning fight, At
the same time, the Shrewsbury defence com-
mitiees arownd the cauatry muaat buld ewen
bipper solidarity demonstrations, both o show
the Tories that we mean business in defending
theae militants and to popularise the lessons
ol Shrewshury. Mo and more bade wnton
bodiss must commit themselves to industrial
action if any of the I amne convicted,

All Defenes Comimittess should take up the
guestion of Footprint Toeols o the focal labour
movement and Begin to organis: the defence of
ploketa. Thiz can enly be done by preparing
For mass action on Lhe part of the ocal labour
iaveient in the svent of aay nttacks ona
pickel line in thal area, The solidzrily given

to the miners during their picketing of the
Saluey coke depotshows the way Lo vEctury
We must repeat this exampls whensver neces-
sary and ensure Lhatl anolher Shrewshure cant
suzver ko imposed on the crade wnicn move-
ment by ihe rebing cliss and their amnids.

USRI TH

The talks over the futwe of the Lip watchmak-
ing factory in Bemneon in esstern Franoe were
broken off by the Gowrnmoent's negotintor,

M. Giraud , on Tucsday 9 October,

This followed the refusal by the majocity of
workers' representalives to accept M. Giraod's
plan ifvelving over 130 redundancies nid no
guaraniees ower wages and conditions, A vote
by the wiorkers! peneral assembiy on the Friday
confirmed this stand: 626 volted 1o continue
the strupgle-and onky |74 vated for a counter-
proposal by the repressntatives of the Conymuan-
ist Partyded CGT union federation to necepd
the Girpwd plan,
SLANDER CAMPAIGN
Irnmediarely the pepotiatidng broke down the
O launehed o campaign of invective gnd
alander apainst the local members of the CEDT
umion fedemtion who hed taken the lead in
advocating rejection of the Giraud glan. In
4 press conference on Wednesiday, 10 October,
0T leader Georges Seguy blamed them almost
da much a5 the Governmens for the continue-
ion of the gigpate, seying that they had failed
b sliow the fsceasary ‘spinit of unity . and a
loval and realisne attitude”
Seguy alko denounced elements from outside
the factory for fomenting froubie, climing [hat
“their anly coosri 18 to prolong the centlict, to
exploit it for politicil ends which are contmny
to fhose of Lhe workers,” This sratement was
walcomed by the right-wing daily_ Le Figero,
which podnred our that e had heen saying the
game thing for months. Formunately . the wor-

kup wiere ahbe 1o decds for themselves through
thelr geoeral assembly & 1o where their inberests
lay, and come te rather dafferent concluzion:
from Seguy.

Whik: the CGT is openly frving to end the
styugpe, the atrilude of the other union

leaders has been Hbie belter, The UFLT,

For inafanee, wrped nther poups of workers

Hﬂrlh: u|||:1 file support cnmrl'l-lt'tEB!I have ph'.-'a-d |m|1|:|r'tant part in muhll:rng #olidurity

Talks break down

on

to expreas their T clurety.., but [is sole sigpess
tin was 1o send telzgrams o the prime
minister, the minsler far coonomic develop-
ment, and the minister of labour'!
ARAMK-AND-FILE

T he respunsibaity for building reeaninglul
slidarite therefore resis on the shouldsrs of the
rank=md-ike , and partioularly on the revolution-

aries. It is therefors unfortundte that one of the
major revnlutionary groups, Workers” Sirugple
(which has links with the Inzsrnational Soclal-
ists here ), should have ehoden the momeal Lo
QpT ouE; Tving o coaneerpese Lip, 's defensive
sirugie’, Lo the nead Tor g working dlos

of fesise. They aear a contingent of les than
100 s the 100 D00sreng demenstration in
Resirigon on 29 Seplembear, and have vietwatly
abaadoned coverage of the strupgle b their
[HPET,

ilovae ver The strogels gees on despile s
abandonment by many of the most imposian)
crganiged foraes, The Lip workers calonfate that
they hawe EJ_T'._I_ﬂ],' -n.,_r'llt enough mansy [rarn
their Sillegal’ sile of watches o cacry on at least
witil Christmasz. The task now mest be o du'h-_'I-::-p
Turtber wiys in which ey can build on fhe
contiowing support from the mass of rhe work-
ing claw while al the same time spreading the
lrasong of their experiencs In preparation for
The autumn sirugelas. As their gomn rims:
“Lip for all, all for Lip’
SOHM BARST D

‘LIF FOR ALL, ALL FOR LIP
WG Aubfic Meepting, Srturdoy 200 Ot
Speakers: Raymond Burgy (CFOT delegsts
at Liph
John Ross {IME]
7.30 pon. at Beaver Hall, Garlick Hill
[(Mansion House tube). All walcome,
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Ii i not necessry o convinee any resder of
Red Weekly that no good & intended for the
working class in Phase 3 of the Tories' Incomes
Policy. The only question for miliiants is how
to fight Phase 3 in face of the determined re-
astance of the emplovers, the povermmenit

and the stale.

The first fact that has to be grasped is that,
despite the outward display of ruling class
strenigih in, the law, the police, resistance to
wage claims and o0 on, the overwhelming
forces are on the side of the working claas.

Determined struggle

Orver 5ix million workers have wage clamma
coming up in the months shead. The minen
fBave shown what even 200,000 workerms can
achigve in a really determined stroggle. Six
million could smash Aght through Phase 3.

Certainly the employers and the state are
beefing up thelr preparations for resistance to
Fhase 3—]}:.:' prepanng spednl police anti-picket
and anti-strike squads, by preparing employers’
strike funds and $6 on-—hut they are sl too
weak to smash any really determined working
dess stnuggles. The speed wilth which the
government moved to release the Pentonwlle
Five latt summer shows thiz conclusively.

In addifios, the rullag class is deeply divided
within itself, with sections turning, from sup-
port of the traditional ruling class party, the
Todes, to suppori for the Liberals. Furthermore
almost all the groops which in past periods of
social crisis, have supported the ruling class—{oz
example siudents-now have thelr own
goevances ggainst the capitalist system and
could be won (o the side of the warking class.

The peomscbebiars lof vielory am beiler Unan @

in the past. Provided the struggle @
carried throvgh'in o determined way there Is ne
unconguerable ohsizele which the naling class
can pat in the way of the working class. If the
working class is defeated it will mainly be due
oot to an¥ilong the Tories or the employery
do, but to false policies within the working class
movement,

Wasted opportunity

The last lew years have seen enormows sindes
forward within the labour movemsnt. But on
the maat erucial guestion of all-how o reap
the gains of big working class wictornes such as
the miners strike and the Frezing of the Five-
progress lias besn very amall. After the miners
strike last year. mstead ol finiShing off the job
and hammering the Tomes into the ground, the
TULC et the govermmeni of f the hook by slart-
ing up negotiations with it on an incomes
pobicy, To make it worse, afler the magnificent
struggle to Free the Five, the TUC went back
Lo the negotintions sgain and connuead them
throughout Phase | and Phass 2. The result was
the defeal of the gas workers and [he hospital
wotkers, and a fall b workers" Uving siandards,
The remendozs posifion of strength built up
after the miners slike was wasled, IT the
struggle ngainst Phase 3 i to be sucossful an
enbirely different type of policy has Lo he pal
forward to thit wiich has heen guiding the
working class in the past year.

The coanlng strogeles sre podng to be met wath
fierce resistance from (he maling class. The econ-
omic siuation of Brtish capltalism mesns
that the emplovers cannot afford, from the
point of view of their profita, to make any lin-
porlanl comcessons on wages and conditions,
The tough toctics of the Chrysler mapagement

show whal i in slope.

Throughont the summer, preparaiions hawe
been made by the employvers for the coming
beattbes. Hups sociko funds rumiing into millions
al pounds, have, tor example, been escablished
by the Enginecring Employers Federation {who
lask year paid out £3 million in profits compen-
salion in the Mancheater engineering sirike
alame ), The press i oll tuned up te attack
atrikeis, as it was in the power workers dispule
in 1970 when it encouraged peopls to beat up
strikers. & whaole series of tiicks will e pulled
ty ol rownd the sirekes, as has happened in

the post, During the gas strike ordinary homes
ware cur off bur firma were not, In the eleci-

ncity workers sirike power was kepl going in
the factores but not on council estates, and in
the miners sirike coal marked for ofd age
pensiomets was delivered to coal merchants,
Finally, if all these sttempis fall, the beavy
brigade is being prepared. The formation of
special antl-picket and anti-strike squads of the
police has been enommously speeded up. We
hawve already seen these in action against the
Hull dockers in the last dock strike and

against the pickets in the Foolprinl Tools'
dispuie in Sheffield.

Organise the struggle

All these atiscks by the employerss and state
can be beaten. But only provided fwo things
are done, First, the strugele must be arganized,
This means the eatabiishment in every area of
bodies to organise pickels, 1o decde who shall
amd who shall not have supplies cut off, to
organise defence of pickets agninst the pofice,
Lo armunge food and supplies for occupations,
and to gain support from other groups of
workers, Second, ihe widsst possible numbers
must be drawn intoactiv involvement in the
siruggles.

It was the 1ens of thousands of people who
were drawn into activity in the miners pickets
which allowed that decisbwe strike to be won.
To pet this type of mass active support, every
waorker must feel that he has feal control and a
real inlerest in what is going ont direct invokve-
ment in all deckdons about how the stropgle is
b b carried on, This does nol excude using
the full time resources of the union—only a
fool would suggest that--but It does mean that
one of the oldest mules of working clags denmo-
cracy has to be given a new force: the peapie
willr fake decinions alour the sirsggles must be
Huosr who gopusify hawe fo fiphi them, 1S
only in this way that the maximum posaible
gulidanty of all those in struggle can be gained.
Union officials haw a valuable role to play, if
Tthey have the right policies, in conlzcting
other groups of workers to gain support, and
smzisting in negotations, However, at all times
the workers actually engaged in the sirugglies
miEt have the mlormation 1o decde what 13
the best course of action and to judge what
thielr representatives are up to, This can only
be done through mas meetings and elected
atrike committess,

Thess [y pes of moves have already developed. in
some recent key strapples. In the building
worker atrnike, action committees of the varouns
unioms myvodved were =) up locally . In fhe
miners strike, mass meetings of the pickets
wers mga.n]md B SO afess to decide faciica
and strategy. In the Mian |.'J‘1|='_-.I_|=1' ETgiNneering
strikes, moves were made to st up a city-wide
sirke commities,

Prepare the struggle

This type of organisation is also necessary in
the preparalion of the struggle. For example,
ahe AUEW Mational Committes instrugted the
|.:|| tn execotive Lo carry ol @ cempaign of
Youblicity to cxplain the daim and why it was
being pul Forward, So Far practicetly nothing
hes been dong on this. Itis only by seizing the
Inibarive locally thal real premmation can be
made for the cloim. In Shefficld some steps have
been taken by calling a meeting on (he clam,
from the shop stewards quartery. Buf more
pormatent bodigs to carry oul publbicity and
otber preparation are needed. This has been
recognised by left wing militants in e NU'T
whe are argaing for ‘prepomtion committess’
to publicies theie dlaim, and by local gosern-
ment militantsin London who hawe called for
committers 1o ke sor op 1o wage a campaign of
pubticity Tor the London weighling allowanoe
claim. Mags meetings should e held in the
factaries (o discuss wage claims, Local and
nabicomal conferenoes of shop stewards” repre-
seniatives should be organised to discuss how
to criry forward Lhe strdggle —shop stewards’
duatterlias, combine commitiess. or important
shop steward commmitbess, colld conveue theae.,
[ adsmesst all striggele, the Lietic of cooipalion
will b widsl, Wot only is i1 the hest defence g
inst lock outs, seobblng, ond police attecks. as
dogens of fecent slrugeless have shown, bul svery
accumed plant con become a nerve centrs for

commualcations, and the organisation of
every type of aciivily,

In the coming struggles militants must fight
fot:

Fmass meetings of workers fo explain and
prepare the coming stroggles.

*|ocal, regional and national meetings of
shop stewnrds delegates to plan the struggle.

‘#&irikes to be occupation strikes whenever
paasible,

*Conduct of the atroggle af all levels (o be in
the hands of those engaged in the siraggle:
elected sirike commiitess on the local, regional
and national level.

*Mo secret pegotiations: elected represemtatives
of the workers to be present ot all negobistions:
all negoliations to be regularky reported to mass
meetings of workers, who will have the final
say on all agreements and major decisions.

Defend pickets

A particulardy important mle in the coming
struggles will be played by the pickets, Last
year two of Lhe most impoartant strikes—the
miners sirike and the butlding workers sirike —
were only won becavse of the massive use of
flying pickels, This yeur, In the firet Chnsler
dispute, the company would have easily wan
wifhout the picketing of the Stoke engine
factory by Ryton worker The ruling clas is
well aware of the power of picketing and, for
ihis reason, has bean concentrating I8 attacks
throughout the summer on this form of
atrugele. [0 the Footpeine dispute in Shefficld
police smashed into a mags ploket, arnesting
the district secremry of the AUEW and other
pickets, Most seriously of all, the Shrewsbary
24 tnal = & sysiematic siempd 1o intimidate
and prevent all fuiure use of mass poketng,
In the coming months the police will ateack
plckets ona scabe never seen hefore, If thay can
succesd in defeafing the picket lines all hopes
of the working clzss winning the coming battles
will be losl,

But if the police are making their preparstions,
the working cluss has also shown it is perfectly
capabie of defending its picket lines, When the
pobice swmgely attucked the Hull dockers'
picker lines in the last docks steike the dockers
cubled m mass reinlorcements and fouwght back
with the same weapong as the police. When the
polive consistently broke the miners’ pickel
line at Saltley, 50 000 cngneesing worlens
siruck and [ 0000 staged a muss picker which
aent the police fleeing in dizarray . Although it
is af present still small, the mobilisation agsinst
the: Shrewshury trials was given & big boost on
3 Dctober with strikes by Liverpool dockers and
building waorken across the counlry, This
campaign must be stepped up throngh demon-
strations and further strikes i 42 §% Lo he
succesiful.

*Faor the formation in every strike of feams of
flying pickets under the centrol of an elected
striboe commdrtee.

“For the grganisation of self-defence of picket
tines,

*For demonstrations of selidariy with the
Shrewshury 24 in every nres; prepore Tor mass
strike netion if the 14 are not acquoitted.

Centralise
the struggle

The higgest single danger facing the warking
class in the coming struopgles will he Lhat of
inaividoal greups of workers having to face the
combined sirenglh af (he whole ruking clasa.
This was the redpe for disaster that defeated
the s workers, the hosplial worken, the

Man chester enpinesm, the post office workers
and many athers, In the [ace of a cantralised
rislng ciass attsck the working clas respionse
must be g cenlrabsed une,

The hest Form of this would be a geneml stoke,
Ten million workers united together would
simash Chrough any wages law and soon put an
end o the Tory Government as well, Bt the
TUEC has conabs benthy sefused totake up this
st effective way of deating with the sitwalion.
This s ol make it wroog (o demand that the
TUE call o general stnke, imideed the demand

Rally at Shrewsbury on 3 October — defence af
the 24 is sssaptial io prepare for coming
struggles. Phota: John Sturreck [Repart)

e

for a recll TUC Congresd on Plage 3 to cll a
peneral stoke must be put forward —but it doss
rmean Lhat il has to bhe uncdenlood (hat the

trude umion leademship will not carry through

an effecive strugele against the Goverament.
Militants have to work for other wars of coe
ordinating the working class attack, The most
elfective vy of doing the 1% by waorking for
co-ordination betwesn unlons in putcing forward
claims, and by holding local meetings ol militznks
tovdiscsss how to co-ordinate ind centralisve

the stoygele sgainse Phase 3,

Loma progress i being made towards the unitng
of differant strugeles, A clear campaign Tor a
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e showed kst week that, underneath the
brightly coloured wrapping, there is nuthing in
Heath’s Phase 3 package from which the work-
ing ¢lwss stands bo poin, However the Tories
have been o bit more gonceous o the capatalist
clags in their reatment of prices and profils,

The main features-of the Todes countes-infla
tiop® paticy, brought in with Phase 2, remain
the zgame under Phase 3. the capitalists ane
alloowad {0 puss on most cost increzses in the .
Torrmy of highar prices, thies protecting thels
profits and placing the full burden of the




mingfs-engineers nlliance 5 developing in some
paris of the country, while odher militants are
uniting their clasms within the factomnes—in
Shardlows in Sheffield, for example, the TASS
members ave pul forward the same basic
cladm as the engineers and are calling for TASS
nationally to do the same, In some areas, moves
for locsl mestings and conferences Lo discuss
how o carry forward the sirugple against Phage
3 @re aleo being made.,

*For lecal conferences ond sotion commiliees
in every nres to prepare the siruggle against
Fhase 3.

*Unite the struggles—umite the claims: for a
miners-engineers alliance; for & public sector
glliance | for the unlting of every wage clalm and
struggle at local and national level.

*For a peneral sirike.

—

capdtibist crisis onto the shoalders of the
working cass. The price which the capitalisis
have to pay for this B a serles of restrietions
that freeze their profits at the level they have
already reached, provided that is above a
cerliin minirnum, "Counterinflation” acls as
an insurance policy for the capitalist class,

TIGHTENING UP

Fhasa 3 tightens up on 8 number of the
reatrictions to which the Gapitalists ore
subjected 25 the price of this insutance, On
the pricss side, medinm sized firme which
previously had only to fila periedic returns
with the Govemmeni piving details of (heir
income and expenditure olust now advize the
Prices Comotesion whensver they gut up
their prioes Calthough they do not hawe to
wait for offical permimion, as do the fargesl
firms ), On the profits gde, a number of the
technical ground rules have been tightened ap
Lthose allowing big capdtalisi companies 1o
trzar thelr sub-artits as separate fivmd for the
purmose of calenlatisg profits, and those con-
cerned with how to breat veams in which @ loss
was made in calewlating the aserape ‘refefence
svel” atl which prefits are frozen),

JUICY COMCESSIONS

Hut all this is really & bargain-price 1o pay Qo
the dnicy cancessions which Phase 3 of fems o

End the talks

T he most powerful tool the ruling class has to
prepane ife offensve s the TUC—Governmend
talks. These talks both imply that the working
cluss haos some interest in belpdng the Tories
out of the ceonomie problema that British
capatalisen has created and at the same tims

¥l ggest some com prodmnise 8 poasible, ven in
the present stuation, These talks lead complecely
away from the urgent task-of preparing the
imevitable atraggle, 1e@ obvious even to the
blind thai il & @ massive confrontation nol a
wosy les room ¢hat which is on the order of
the day, These (alks must be ended,

Howmever the talks are only one of the wavs in
which whut indepepdence the trade unions still
have under the law & being d=stroved. The

the capitalisis:

1. To the “aflowable cosds® which can be laken
ile account in making prlce rises is now to be
atdded depreciation, Whai this means & that ine
increazesd cosi of replacing e xisting capital
equipment will be paid for by the consumer,
and new capifal investment programmes can

e partly financed by raidng prices {this could
be done in dome cses ander Phase 2 by gelting
spoclal parmmissico, but it now tikes place awto-
b culiv ).

2. Under Plase 2 o firm would be forcesd 1o
angodh oerlidn costs: thoae that dom’t come
wilhin the definition of ‘alloewnbie coss’ (such
a5 wapr rises above pay policy suidelings) and
0% nl any incrense io wapge costs due to risce
watir pay guidelines (fo be financed ol of
rigiitg produstiviey d, Under Phase 2 a firm will
only have toahsorh such coste withoul increis-
iy Lheir prices 5o loog & Lhey don't eat inta
profits b mons than 105

4, Under Phase 2 4 company that wos moking n

bosd, o carning s than 3% grofit oo ils capital
Wils Cxeimpled feoem cerlain reslricdons such as
e neguiremend 1o absork 50% ol rsing lahour
costs oul of productivily, Morecwrr they could
tako advinlage of Mmling costs te g, Uirough
nsing prodactivety ) b allow Lheir profits 1o

fse iz Ui kevel of 3%, Llader Phasy 3 phiv

Indusirial Relatione: Act and the whole idea of
an incomes policy dre séill around. Mo Incomes

policy can ever  work in the interest of the
working class in g capitalist society, The sole
purpose of an imeomes policy and that inchides
cne propased by 8 Labowr govermment is to
undermine the power of the working clase,
Fortumutely awaronese of this fact is rising
rapidly. Already the AUEW and ASTMS
conferences have come oul agninst an incomes
policy from ary government.

*4 complete end bo the Indnstrial Relations
At and oll anti-union laws.

*Mo Incomes Policy ander capitalism—end the
TUC-Grovernment talks,

Tories out

It the emplosers ond the state—in short the
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itiiimum profit rite is raised from 5% to 8%,
and compaiog dre exempled From virousbly all
the resirictions of the ‘counter-inflanen policy
until they reach this level, What this means.
maost importantly, is that cormpanizs ore now
free fo gl up their peices in order Lo Taise
their profite to this tewal,

TROUBLE AHEAD

The total effect of these concesaons shouldl he
Lo rnoke sure. that if the mie of intation in the
international ecostomy eases up over the nexd
year, dll of it henefits will flow ko tha
peckets of the copitelist class, On the other
hand there i@ almosl Mo prospeet of the
presaure ol rising prices on wodking class

liwing standnrda cusing up.

Om batanece. it would ssem that the Torbes are
gearing up for o period of growing economic
difficialty . Qe of the aspecls 'Gf Phase 2 was
that it put & certain gmount of pressuie-cn
firms by forciog them o absorh yarious costs
out of productivily ur redused profiee. Onbr 3
very fow rate of profit could win exemplion
trom thig. ‘The maln changs under Phase 3 has
I=zem Lo esse back sharply onstich hurdens Tor
less efficient fiems, The redson is smple: the
Fories sea o pericad of economic turbolesce
ahand and, as usual, they are stacking the wnrds
A0 [hat it well be the working class thal wiil
huye boocarry the can,

whaole cupitalist system—which are the real
reasuns for fhe pressnt sttacks on (he working
clasa, Buf the policy of the mling clase iz at
present being orpanised by the Tory Govern-
mend, which is spearheading the assault on the
working class. While petting rid of the Tories
would nat finish the job, it would be a decisive
step forward o deal with thin mestermind of
the capitolist offensive,

The Tory government is like an octopus,

No matter what individual policy is defeatod it
can pul aslightly different oo in lts place to
do the same job, For example, the fse measure
it attemnpred to use to chain the working class
was the Industrial Relations Aol After the
rallwaymen's strike, the Froeing of the Five und
the AUEW's refuml to appear before the MIRC,
it became praclically impossible to usa the A,
Every time [t was used there was a strike. The
Government then changed it tactis to using
the Incomes Policy ond the criminal law, All
the gnts of the Industrial Retations A ct were in-
corporated into the freere legislation, and
picketing was dealt with through the prosecution
of the Shrewsbury 24 and other such cases, If
for some reason the incomes policy laws were
defeated, then the Torles, afler a temporary re-
treal, wouild just find aome new way of altfack-
Ing. Thelr aim i foexhaust the strength of the
working class by getting if to fight one palicy
after another without ever concentrating on
the braing behind the whols attack, There is
only one way to deal with this, The Tory
Bavernment must be ended,”

The maszive strikes of the last few yeam have
shnken the Tory government to its fouvndations.
The amwer Lo getling rid of the Torles (2 ob-
vious—if i5 necessary to onite the strike
struggles into a decisive fhrust to gt fd of

the Tory government. A gereral sirike to bring
dowd the Tory Governmend must be the afm
of e lafl,

We con be absolutely cerfain that in the coming
strilgeles there will exist the possibility of an
upsnrge larpe eoough to get rid of the Tories
and alot mote, We must prepare the working
clasg for this opportunity, If anyoene declares
that this aim is “illegal® we have ooe very simple
answer: lhe working class has always achiewed
anything worth having in o struggle gecins the
law-from the Tolpuddle martyss to the
Ereeing of the Five, every experience shows
this. The riling class has never hesltated tao
changs the law, or even overthrow it completely
3% we hove seen 20 fecendly and so hormbly in
Chile, The working cluss must be gulded by

its intanests, which ure these of the overwhelm-
Leig mujorily of sodety, Dot by what the mling
class aays is the Jaw, This is the only way the
working class has ever gooe farward in its
history,

Alan Jones

The above article
S taken from
a forthcoming

IMG pamphlet
| on Phase3.

ROBIN HOOD
HEATH?

Without doubt the biggest fraud In the Tories' |
Phase 3 package is their “‘generows’ £10 handout
1o old age pensioners. They have made a big
fanfare out of the fact that this miserable sum-
which works out to less than 20p & week —is to |
be paid for out of & incresse in emplowers”
Mutional Insurance sontributions,

S

Sa, there you are: Robin Hood Heath soaking |
tha rich to glve to the poor, old age pensioners, |
Ab, but not quite. If you look at the small |
print of the ‘Counter Inflation” |awes you will
find out that 100% of employers” National
Insurance contributions are ‘allowable costs'—
i€ gan be taken into account In ralsing prices.
Sao this handout for the penshoners will ba
simply slapped on to prices by the capitaliss
and paid for by the ordinary consumers—
indduding the pensioners themselves!

Chris Balfour
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Communist Party on the factory floor

On the eve of the Liaison Committee for Defence of Trade Unions (LCDTU) Conference, ALAN GIBBS takes a critical look at
the industrial strategy of the Communist Party.

It is not oaly the revolutionary left which i
eritical of the political sctivities of many
members of the Communist Party of Great
Britsin inside the trade unions. The doubts
and fears of the Party's own simiegists con-
cerming their comrades in indistry are real
wnd of long standing,

If, For example, we turn back the pages of the
Party theoreticsl magarine Maorxim Today 1o
December 1958, we find Bert Pearce in
enguish: “The powerful grasp on the { working
class) movernent of the right wing, both in
peformist ideas and in control of the machine,
will only be broken to the extent that we
build a strong Communist Party and Dedly
Worker and break the barriers which prevent
the resd of the Laft from working in unity
with us. How dio our comrades overlook or
susurgersiand This esience of our prograrmme’
Maybe because it is a Lot camier 1o accepi in
words than to pul over and win suppart for
in the workshop or trade union branch. Bud
Bere B no olther way.

Much more recenily the same y.'lu.rnal nas
feaiured 3 harvest of similar comments. As
ome copirbutor neatly put it in the May 1971
e “There are plenty of CF members who
&e quile preoccupked with ten bob on the pay
s halfl an howr off the doy, 1o the virlual
excluson of any socalist polities.”

How 5 it that an organsation with some 50
yeam” experience of work in the trade unions,
with acoess 1o the thearetical writings of Marx
and Lenin on the workers' movement, with
enibusawm for socialism in its ranks, finds
sl in this pessimistic state when considering
i own Cindustrial wing!”

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD

it B easy, and correct, to point to the refor-
il progamime af the modern o mandst

A Necessary Rejoinder . . .
By i &f Eheones rasponsible Tor dralling the IPRAGY
ISRACA stwiament publishod in lest week's Hed
Meskly | would zsk you, in view of the attacka
macie in Workers Fress Both o the staterane

sef and onthe IMG and 15 for publishing it

= Ehair respectlve paperd, 10 print this rejolnder,

e by Press aocuses the suthors of this statemant of
fslcing “s pacifist positian of raluiing 1o ke ugp arine
for Jioniam’, The statomant, of course, ssid nothing
ol mhel nierl, bl mesnsly deciarsd frd sofidarity with all
fhoss in lzrael who have resisted snerolment in tha
sewngd fowr e, Tha inclesion of such o decleretion

o pupport was feft to be necesmary bocawso of reports
o parsacution and haresmant of drall resilers.
Nowhers did vee advomie s paoifist ‘refusal to take

o Ema’.

I8 adlelivicn, Wivkers Prég ciles IPFSAG'S posisoript
Sppoaing the destruction of the |sraeh state by

Egvpt and Syi @ a5 proof of the ‘real” chasacier of
Ihis daclarat=on, Morsdver, Soci el Horkes and

fwg ¥iewk & mre acousad of & monstrows, enprineipled
o p ineobving suporessian of tha postierigl, Tha
reality is rather diftarant, the BLL s pardnoid imagena-
tian notwithmtanding. The postseript referred (o was

urilaterally added by IPSAG and ssood on thelr nama-

m far ms ISRACH & concarnad, therefore, the orgirad
awtement still stands,

Tha SLL has ewsry right to sttack the real positions of
its politimi opponents, but hring distartson ond shear
bad Faith hinde v pliscd in duch & debatae.

Yours fraternakly,
Fiobert Slarsioy.

Wl weoidd only add that 1hi varsiom aof the statament
m received contained no pastsoript; indeed, v oniy
Becarmna asmia af [TH exmbang hrouwgh the Piprkary
Préwr artige—Eds.

G RED FIOR LM: Series af introductory dis-
cumsions Tor thase in the Landon area an the
palitic of the Fourth interpational, Evary
Toesday at S.00 e, in the Sereral Ricton pub,
Caladonian Road 15 mins, Kings X tube),

FIFE SOCIALIST FORUM: M, Browvanlos on
Induching — luli betore the stpem,” Wednesday
34 Oexoier, st 1.30 pam. in the Baths Mesting
Roamre. Dunfermiine.

NEWCASTLE RED FORUM: Wecdnesday, 24
I Ceabar—Linda Smith on The Current Situation
i Ireland’, 8,186 pm in chi Bridge Hatal,

MIDDLE EAST: Lends |M G pubniic mceting an
i gituation there, Wedresday 24 Gerabsr in
the Trades Councll Qlub, Llp[,ﬂr FosiintAing Sireat

TRELAND : IMG msiting with Jdohn Aoss in
Leects Polytachnic Lnsan at 1.00 pmoon Friday,

26 Ocrober,
L R e

Party and to the fact that their overal] stmtegy
places electorul and parlamentary activity at
the centre of the ‘road to socialism,” rather

than the indusirial struggies of the workers'
movement, This too is grudgngly half-conceded.
Beri Pearce wrote about the Party’s *British
Road o Socialism' (in Marxirm Today, Janu-
ary 15710 that: "All too many commdes =1l
treat it as 8 sort of clectoral programme, even

a reiresi to & supposesdly ensy , iF unhkely,
parllameniary roed .. °

What exactly is The rols allocated to the Party’s
trade umon delachments under the terme of the
“Britizsh Road" program me? “Lsing our democrat-
ic rights 1o translorm tradifional institutions’—
the formula engraved in [he progrimme —
means in practice that priority 5 given in trads
union work to influencng (and, where poasible,
capturing) the formal structures of the labour
movemeni, with the assistance of any “lefit-
wing' (Le, temporarily sympathetic) individ ual
bureau crais holding office in them,

HOLLOW INITIATIVES

Henoe the more hallow CP initistives
indugtry — the fiery msolutions passed by
union branch mestings less than len strong,
the offlcal declarations on vital Bsues trum-
peted in the name of 10,00 or even 100,000
workers of whom 'pu'haps i dozen u.l."ll.'.lu|:|.'
favour the policy concerned. Hence, more

i borioaly , Lhe praise |ldvished on ‘progressive”
drade vnion careersts and power-mongers, and
their defence in Umes of oriticism from the
rank-and-file. When Jones and Scanlon sold
ouf the 1971 Ford sirike, for example, by
imposing a lasty | company-ofganised secral
bailot of the workers and a no-strike agreement,
4 CF leaflet circukifed in the Dagenham plani
whispered: ‘Constructive criticism of trade
umon benders s necesury, but it is wery

wrong to mnake wholesale destructive attacks
which lead o an inakility fo distinguish bot-
ween Hight and Left, to cynicism and to
apathy — nttacks which help the right wing and
the bosses '

This concentration on ndfluwencing official wnion
sbructures and winning support from offical
leaders certainky does not exclede unoffical
aglation by the CF os well, Bui it does give
such activity & gtrictly back-seat robe. The CP
neesks the Linson Commitlee Tor the Defence
af Trade Unions and its upofficial papers and
compmartees which exist in some industries, but
this meed hos very definite limits.

LOYAL MILITANCY

Berl Ramebon reminded us ol those hmils in
his 1970 pamphlet on Productivity Bargaining'
‘Miltant strugghe from belew, far from creating
difficulties for the official tea dﬁxhi;ﬁ of nnions,
18 positive assigtance to those trade union
leaders who are actively Tlighling to adwines

the interests of their members ., but it must be
made clear Phat such activiby s no sabstitole
for official crade unlon sction, lrs seain Qe
Herm in t stimuilate @nd arsisd Phe offical

MGV HENT,

In short, the industoal shock-troops of the
Party, ils relatively numeroas zrmy of mifitanis
in key positione In factories, docks, and depots,
are expected to charpe into battle when the
bugle sounds, only to stop dead when sufficient
nodse flas been made to stir their own generals,
Clne-tlay strikes, prelerably on the cdale ol
major official delegate conferences, remain

the chosen wenpon; and no beavier apmonr &
bromight up when, as on May Dy this year, the
bureawerais succesilully chiannel Lhe ' pressure”
Trom below into blindg alleys of “nequicsconce” in
prvcrnmen! policy,

As o perspective for independent working
clags action and organmalion genuwinely oulside
bureaucratic control is offered by the Party; 8o
ils indusirial membership incressingly gains

i reputation (oot least among some full-time
union officials) for mibilant and energetic trade
unionism, always altimately, if relactantly,
lvyal 1o the bureaucratic machine,

POLITICAL ISSUES

If the induostrial weight of the CF is used only
i lean on tréde union officialdont, rather than
44] r.l:iﬂludgu il, the Parly nevertheless dislingue-
ghes itself from muny social democratic trade
uriionisis by raising, insde the workers'
msoveme nt, 8 wida range of highly political
isELEes.
Mo Stalinist party, tied even remotely to the
powerful ruling bureaucracy in the Soviel
Union with its distinct intercets apound the
frorid, conld disply indifferenee o dramatic
fevelopments taking plice n South-East Asla
or Latin America, The CPGE will bring into
the unwilling arena of the frade unions, at
many fevels, Lhe boarmisg e of the fate of
the Chilesn working class or the war in lodo-
chirg, or even the question of Britigh delegates
{0 World Peace Congresses, as cirgumstances
dictate,

However, given the methods of CF indusirial
work cutlinad above, this produces campaigns
that are effectively bureaucratised, Union
teanch motions aim o secure notional-level
wnbon and TUC co-operation, on paper, with
the Party's line — not (o stic thousands of
worken nto active solidarity actions or preater
politicn] understanding: This neatly provides
imany wnlon burcaucrats with ap casy 'militant’
image al litle expense, They will sgn publiz
patitions on Vietnam or 5pain wich an air of
comncern, nsing the same pens with whch they
Al vieiows productvity deals or pay agree-
ments peoepling the “lreess, -

REVOLUTIOMNARY LEFT

Many sections of the revolutionary beft find it
difficult to come to grips with the Tied Chat
ihe Comimunist Perty does raise political issues
in the trade wnion movement. For example, a
lengthy analysis of the recent kislory of the
Communist Pasty in federmariona Socklizm
2, completely skips over this probiem.

':[h;-. reason 15 that groops Llike the Inlernaliocl
Suclalists base themselves upon an coonomisnc
political strofegy which leaves them disermed
in ihe face of UCF political inltiatives, Thus,
faced with growing intervention of the sixis
i industrial errugeles and the unfaycurahle
hnlunce of cless Toroes Lhat creates Tor wparale
eroaps of workers, 15 has bittle do offer but the
il Tor yet more milllancy, ¥ el, ower Chree
years ago, CFindustrinl orponiser Bert Ramel-
Bk wvas wiiting, la crittciam of the idea of
achigving ‘workers conlrol’ under capataiism;
'The more cne examines the slopan, the les
real it becomes |, difficuls as it may be, there
is mo substitude for pobitical action . guided by
pievolutionery political party. aimed at secur- -
ing political power,

The econcmism of the Infernational Socialists
can offer no efTeclive reply o areomenls such
ag those, which will find prowing acooptance
among the working class as the oeed Lo wiite
and centralise their strugpies to take on the
Governmeni becomes an even mors hurning
niecesgity, Mos can the empiy speoch-making of
the Socalisi Labour League, which has got the
art of expoaing “Sralinist betrayala” well-
perfected, bal is unnble to offer any other

wiy forward for the workiog class except the
historic slog to “transform the SLL. into {he

BRITIEH TROOPS OUT!: Fublic meeting,
Wednesday 24 Oetober, ar 7.4% pm in Fulham
Towen Hall (Fsilharm Brosdyay tubs), Spaskers
inclade Don Caok (AUE® Conwenarl, Frank
MeMania MP, dames Wellbe o) WP, Jack
Cramey {KCCL), Eamarn Melann, Jim Kemp
ITEREWU Convenar), Grganisad by Wast Londen
Branch of the Trocps Out Mowsmenit.

MAMNCHESTER ARED CIRCLE: Evéry Thursdsy st
‘The Anceats’, Grest Anooats Sireet. Thursday 28
Distobe: Margared Coulsdan cn "Weren's Dpores-
sion”.

'REVDLUTION IN ANGOLA": Glasgoww public
ranting, gpeaker Soidyve Mingas [MFLAL SREW
Hall, West Begent Street, 7.30 pm, Monday 79
Cistodaar,

BIRMINGHAM IMG PUBLIC MEETING: Prass 3
ard Lhe way forwand for 1he dngiresring mey
claim." Manday, 23 Dcteber, BLO0 pum,, Digbach
Ol Hall, Spssker: Aon Thompean |Shelfield
ALTEW),

CEYLON SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGHN: Pulilic
mesting, Fridoy 19 Octobar, 7,30 pr al Comesy
Hall, Red Lion Square—Tha Chilen experienm
ard it sigralicance Tor reyolutianzsey move ments
irall continents’,

NOTTING HAM RED CIRCLES: N de-ranging
wries of discussions based an aha palitics of tha
Fourth Ivaraatisnal . Every 2rel ard dth
Tuéseday i the month, 800 pem. an the Laon
Hated, Clumber Straet,

LEAFLETS, PAMPHLETS, COVERS, ETG:
Ouaiity alctrosiencils by retuen, Gnky 30p1
iplus Gp p&p} from 56 Perk Rosd, Lentan,
Mottingham, A1 promeds to Fed Weekly

Turl drjys

IERAELPALESTINE Sociatst Action Group
HPEAG) publlc reating: *The Midde Easl war—
& socialist analysis’, Snti-Zionst Juwgh and
Israell spazkers, Wedaesday 24 Ociober, 8.00 pm,
Collagi=ta Buiidieg. Universty Caol lege, Gower
Gtrest, WCT.

CF palicy masns delenca of Scanlon mlﬂm & fita

revolutiopary party’ (a feat which th.tentm-u
1o rival the fahbed transfermation nf princes
into frops, and vios-verss),

POLITICAL STRATEGY

The revolutonary left will never be able to
underent the influenee of the Comnunist
Party over bidustrizl militans unless it can put
forward a rerclutionery politicel sireiegy lor
thee organissrion of the siruggles of Lhe working
cliss, Il i the fuilure to do this which has left
the ficld open to the Commundst Party For so
lexmg,

Such a strategy would show that the reformist
politice-of the Commurist Parcy — the politics
of ebectaralism, of pressurising and coltatars-
ting with the existing, trencheroos, bureavcratlc
leaderships of the working class movement — is
niot the only form of politics possible. There ie
aldr a peneduriorerp poliiiar o Lhe politics of
the organisntion and upifving of the strugeles
ol the masg of the working class, of the
development of an alternative leadership from
the ranks of the masses themsslves. Such
politics cagt the mass of crganised workers
(rather than their burcauoratic chief=) i the
centre 0f The stage, unifving and leading the
atrugeles of all oppresacd accisl groups dgainst
the capitalist Tuling class.

INITIATIVES

I osuch a ;.'uul.:up'l’J-::-ﬁ al poiilics thad hak
conlinually Eed the International Marxist
Girodp to call Far, support, end lnunch
initintives designed o strengrben the orpanisa-
ricn of the rank-and-file within the trade union
movemenl end il the same time unify the
strupgles of sepatace proups of sorkera: the
orpanising of conferciices against the Turg
Governmentand s incomes policy, support
for rank-and-file defence commitiess for the
Shrewshury 25, the il fosr an OTEATised
defence of picketing, the wall for shop stewarnds
guarteriice and a naticial mesting of shop
stewards' delegiles o plan industrial action in
support of the enginsering Jdaim. etc,

At this present time — when the need for a
working class offensive to dmash throweh the
Tories wapes policy is prenter than ever and,
prvedy Che engioneers” and minecs”’ cladms, o real
possibility — the contrepicce of 8 revoluticnary
polildcil stralegy muost be the cill for the
prcparation of 4 general strike to unify all
thase Torees sailening 'rom Tury policy (0
biing the Crovernment dowi, [t & slgnificant
that such a perspective is not even seriouwshy
discused |:l:.-' the Cornrmunist Party, and that
the Internationnl Morzist Groap ig almost
alone amom g orgrisalions on The revolalionary
left in conaistentiy purting forward snd
explaining this cenlml political idea,

GAY MARXIST: Mo now out—revalutanary
inurmal fraem the Marists within GLF, Prics 1 0g
plus plip, froms Lanaster GLF, 19 Vincert Steonr,
Langaster,

GAY MARXIET COMFERENCE : 2.4 Mowurmbizr,
Wit dor deraik ag a00n 98 polible 1o Gu.'g.f"r'hraisl
Caniferencs, 14 Hops Strest, Lancaster.

CENTRAL LOMDON AIL FORUM: ‘fsrael: An
uisier en cha Mlicehin Bast’, Speakar: Slan Adler,
Friday, 18 Cciober, gt BLOD gm in the General
Piaran pub, Caledonian Road 15 ming Kings X

tubss).

HULL RED FORLUM: 'Raprassion,’ spna ke

John Boss. Thursday, 26 Dolobes, Rosa paks,

Besariry Hoad, Hali,

BLACKBURN THREE DEMO: Pestponed fram
20 to 27 October-assemibse 2,00 pev in Dalien
Sepuinre, Lar@ster, 19 gk 16 privon and court-
Ferase. Rally weith speakess from Sina Fain, Clann-

and MG,
s




- Lift the ban on the Communist League!

Last week Pierre Rousset, a former member of the Political Bureau of the banned Communist League {Franch section of the Fourth International) spoke at an IMG meeting
in London about the banning and the current situation in France. The substance of his speach appears below.

Iyzn Dzyubs

First of all, why did we ormnise o cownfer-
demonstration against the fuscist meeting held
by Mew Order at the Mutualite hall on 21 Jume?

We did so beciuse the meeting was held 1o
protest aguinst so-called llegal immigration
fnio Frange. The guestion of immigration, and
the problem of racism. is beginning to becoime
i irmjor Bsue in Framees asii 50 England. In
particular, the Government has laonched @ g
aitack onimmigrants through new kegislation
apaingl so-calbed illegal immigration.

Al the same time, the siruggles of immigrant
wiorkern in France are (oday entering mios.
new phase, For years after the Algerian war,
bmmigrant workers were madnly astive on sach
issues A8 accammodation rather than in the
factories, But in the last few months thers
have been new struggies: Dirst agamst the
Governmént's ‘Foatanet Clreulsr”, which was a
decree apuinst illegal immigration; and secondly,
in the factories themselves. Before the Mew
Drder mecling thers was the Immagranmt
workers strike in Kenault-Billancourt, which is
the largest factory in France. And since then
there has besn The enormoos meidonal sirike of
ImEmnigrant workers sgrinst recem mEt manth,

GROWING REPRESSION

S50 the meeting organissd by New Order rased
tmporiant guestions for the French working
class, because il geared inlo one of the main
political axes of the French ruling class toiday
lor divide the working class between French and
immigrant workers. [t was also important
becawse it doveloped within s framework

wliere the repression im France asunsl e
wiorkers movement is growing

This repression takes (wo fearms. There 15 The
Tegal repression - lor instanes, the increasing
oocupation of factories by thi police as at
‘Joint Francats” and at Lip this summer, Bl
there isalso the paraliel repression by illegal
of unofficial bodiee, with the sctivity of e
fascist so-called trade unon, Lhe OFT ., in fac-
tories like Citroen; the intervention of fascst
commandos agains! the Peugeol sinke in

St. Evienne;and the murder by fascist com-
mandos ol 8 number oo immigrands this summer
n klasseiiies und else=whorne

50, becuime of [ he ohfective imporiance of

1hes maacting, and the cdmmpb o passivily of the
traditional leaderships of the working class, the
extreme kel esg rerily the Commums! Leagioe,
had 10 take on the .'L'=_.|'u':_l11';‘_1_|_i1_:,' of showing
that o strugeke against Lhese methods of the
French ruling cliss was both possible and
ACCosEary.

However, for much the same reasons, the
Governmenl wanied (e Mew Order mesting to
fo ahead — pot simply to defend the policy of
dividing the working class [ ough racism, or
the policy of legal and parallEl représsion, but
as part of its preparation for the enormous
class confroniations whiclare developing
Franoe

Sinece the March elections the pofitical crisis of
leuslership ol 1he bourgenigie has been srowing.
Right after the clections, the movement against
the Debre lews on army conscription showed
how far the ta' “mation had excended even
among sche dents,

Follerwing on Irom this has been the Lip
wiorkers” sirike in Besaneon - the most impor
lanl workers' strugele ln Franoe since May "08.
You can understand whal is happening in
Franoe when vou see workers, who were nal
revolutionaries belore the sirike, gaing pound
crplaining to mestings that the sirike is solud
bz il has imposed i own legality,
workers” legality. in plice of bourgeois legality,
When the police threw them out of the factory,
thev took with them thousznds and thousands
ol wat ches. They have explined (o warkers all
over Frunee how they organised “the bigges!
hold-up s French history,” Imaging what sach
2 gtatement means, pubtlicssed all over the press
and mm radic and TY, explaining that it's
oormal and correct to do this, because i
strenpihens the struggle of the working class

ROLE OF LEFT

Also very significant hae been the sotidarity

whiich has developed arownd Lip and the role

played by the extreme faft in this. None of

Che tmditional lepsderships ol the working cluss
neither the CGT and CFDT trade dnion

lederations nor Lhe Communist or Socialist

parises - organised for the march last weekend,

Yot st weekend we were 100,000 in Besancoix

Ever in Paris it's rate to hdive 100000 on a
démonsiralion, but in Besancon, a little pro-
vincial town, vou canimeging what kind of
mational mohbilisalion - by car, bos and train -
this meant. And in this 100 000-s1rong
demomsiration, the extreme kel grouped 3
third of all the demonstrators; and the contin-
gent behind the Rouge banner was 20,000
sirang, The bigges| single comtingent on the
whole demonstration

This shows (o some ¢xlenl whal is lappenmg,
CH course, yoo mustn’t think thal now we will
be able to owiflank the leaderships of the OO0
aisd CF ;o of the CFITT, aonpwhere, anyhow, gt
uny lime. Mo Buot this does indicare a new
deepening of the class strugple in France podsy
and the rode of the extreme left in this upsarge
1 becoming more and more important,

The Government knows this; which s why &
chose to kit the exireme Lol through its main
organmisalion, the Communist Leapue, thinking
it could pet away with it

SOLIDARITY

But although the support for our demonstra-

tion on 21 June, before it took place, was weak.

the solidarity which developed al ter we were
baieed was unprecedented in Frapce. Even the
Communist Farly wa s Torced Lo ake op the
tsmue and orgonise a public mesting (o defend
the Communst Leagibs, d Trotgkviat ofZanian-
1on, This shows fhe extent to which Lheis Gwn
Baws in the COF and the OOT supported s amid

were demanding aciion in defance of 1=, Ol
side of such a sitvation the Communist Pacty
would sever have supported 8 against fhe
Government

Also signilicant were the divisions which apose
in the state apparatus and even in the Goyern-
mant ilsell, Two days affer the 21 June demon-
stration, for instance, the police trade unton -
which is nob exaclly revohsdionary |'|u|:|]i_._'}:,.'
profested that Marcellin (the Minater of the
Imterior} had preanged things so that the police
wonld suffer al the hands of the demonstrabors
WhyT To assist the policy,of developing a
fagcist current in the police, and too ose (s Lo
attack the Communist Leapwe aftor the demon-
slrulion,

All this shows how the aetion which the
Cosemimuirist Leage decided to take against the
New Order meeting was absolutely correct, and
correspandad o the needs and aspirations of
many workers i Frange. In this situation, the
Caoveranment bad (o retrenl on several fronts.

First, il was Foreed to allow our newspaper,
leg&'. Lo conbnue publication asa paper 'of
communist pction.’ Thenafoer jalling mysetf
and &bin Krivine, it was forced to refease
Erivine after a momth fwe don’ fel know
when his trial will take placel and o sentence
me toe only two months, which T Ead 2iready
sxpved by the lime the frinl took place.

Tust after the banoing, Maresllin explained
{hat il meossary he would jail hondreds and
thousands of “httie Krivines' as e pul i (he &
always personslising things). The facr that he
has now had toretreal on The centen? of the
banning, and on the fist moves be ook afier
the banning, shows Just how widespeead was
the support we receivesd. We wens never jess
ssolaiad than after the 21 June demonstration.

~ el
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Michel Recanati, seen here at school studemts” rally.

Howewer, ilthoueh we bave had many succpsses
the reprossion against us has by no means
stopped. The ban isstill in force, and another
former mermber of the Political Bureaw of the
ex-Communist Leapue, Michel Becopati; is
roday in jail, Because he s less well-known,

and becawse unllke Alain or myeelf he was
phyeizally present on the demansiration, the
Coverniment may well try o make an axample
out of ki atter its feilure with as,

5o, although we hewe seen that the banning of
the Leagoe has not prevented the Trowskyist
movement in France from continuing to
feyelopits irfluenoe, il % 1rgrerlant to
cantinioe solidarlty activity on an intanntional
berre].,

Firsl, beoause it helps og laoor irruggle to free
Michel Recanabi and g the ban oqt the Leagias
lifted. I don't kaow that we will be able to Lift
the han oo the League - it 153 very serlous
guestion For the Government, Bul il we weare
afle 1o achieve it, it would be s very important
political lesson: il would show that the
Gevernmcnt cannot take such a measure
without Pacing naol oy 5 very big movemeant
of protear bt also having to retreat all the
way back, To win this batile we shill oeed qup-
port not anly o Franee bot alsc on the inter-
national level.

Secondly, auch a crmpaipn is necresary becamss
sirmilar problerms, smilar wees, similar festms af
aclion, slmilar represatod . 5 similar development
of ragism, existin many Paropean counlries
tuday, eapecially in England snd 1o Franes: I
iz also begause of the objective relaticnship
between the strugeles we s revololionared

are developing in France. England and elss-
where that together we rmuslh conlinee Lhe
arrugele for the Ufting of the ban on the
Commumnist League and The relense of Michel
Hesimmli

Ukrainian Socialists - Open letter

The following letter has been sent to British delegates to the World Peace Congress, shortly to ba held in Moscow.,

Dear Friends,

The Mascow Peace Conference will, doulsthess, Fightly
demaunce tha bloody rapesssion amd imperialist
counierremlulion of regimes such as thoss of Seain,

=

Sputh Africa, snd Chils, which are killing, tarturing
amdd Imprisgning weorking-class enilitants s9miggling
for demooratic Nibsetios snd socialism. &5 sooinlists,
v Eva Ur Support 1o sudh strigghes and recognise
that real peace e anly be achieved in the worid
walsin the werking clas follovs the exampdeof tha
Rursian resolution ard pvasthrows the capitalist
systam in all eoumiries.

Bt i1 ix from this stand paint thay it becomes an
urgent duty Tor sacialisie 10 oopose the SUQESEsion
aof working cles democracy and natianal riglees in

tha Bowial Lineon. One Ukrainian scaalisl haa gaid :

I grnot imsgine true soealim o withoot demosratic
Ireedoms; withowrt T videsl pobiticad and soanomic
Sali-gowerrordet of all cefls of the state arg@nism davn
o and includll'-g tha sl without réal gueresiiiss—
and not marely 3 peipar eng—of the rights of all

i ticshe withen 3 multi-national stafa”

The man wiho wrots Thess words, YWyadhndas
Chornavil, i af present in prisan, Borm in 1238,
he Breama a jour nalvsd afiee boing Komsamal
Sucratary an the mnstivction sita of the Kiey
Hydra Eleetric Sratian, Ha then served on tho
aditarisl staffs of the papers Foung Gossnd and
Meacers ™ Friood and warked for Radio e, In
1268, he refused to testrfy ar dhe irial af tha
oppasitiendls in Loy, Srragled pp 1967, he
wik BAntanged ho thres yaars imgriscnmant,
Fler commurted ta 18 manths, Ta 1872 he
was ro-mirawtad and g atill o jarl

TCharnovil compiled the Choenovil Papers — a

eoliection of documeintd axposing the illegal
methods employved by the authorithes in et
traaki and tha Vareocbitic behaviow of the KGR
{smeret palioel during arrests ame inCarrogatiors,

Ir gpite ol The ragrosssan from which ha has
sufforsd, Chomovil has always declaced his

lsadint in aocdaleam, liv his avn words: ‘| categoricalty
staty, contrary to-all ilfogim| asertions..,. thal | e
alvenlys adlwesl T tha principles of secialem and
cintines 0 do "

Wie must also take up the case of luan Deyukn, another
Liraiian poditical primomgr, Born in 1931 into a
peasant family, Dzyuba bemme a writer and Hiarary
otic. In 1365, vath Chor ndwil arid othars, be rtaged
H praldgl agsiret the e arrests made thot year. For
muny yesrs 8 member of tha aditorial baoard of
Wirchy s, afficial oegan of tha Ukeainian Writers
Wniiin, ha vass himesIf arrested, then later relaased,

Im 1972, he was rearresiod and oxpdiad from tha
Worrtars Llnion, Earliar This yaar, he vwes sendonoed

fo Frwe yoors” imprisonment and a further free vears

in exile, the maximem santencs for the charge mads
gt Bim, Dheyodia igdyimg fvom tuberculoss, and is
wp peated 10 live for no mare than a year. He has
patiiamad tha authorities with & redueet 1o be ahis

to die ot Hiberty, This reguest has Baan furned dawn,
Forbidden to publsh anyiling sinco 19465, Dryubs B
thy author of fomerns ponabom or Fassifioetonr? o
[Warsist critigue of current Soviet nationalities podicy.
lin ereticasing the yovernment, Deyula called far tha
propagation of the ‘idoas of Warzsm-Lanlabm and

warld pommanisn which are now concesied, ewndssd
of feksif e,

It s nat necessary to suppart ovary wand (hat
Chaarnell sy Dayuha have wilthan (B ol or 10 supper
thir right 1o express their vinws, It s preciialy bacacsa
thead ig riomm in The socdlisl and working-oloss mave
mant for different opinions that wo opposa the ragres-
sian dirdcted Agains Them.

Wi ask you To da tha Todlowing:

1. Feaien the casss of D2yulia, Chornow and offser
palitica] privanars ol e Moo Percs Congress.

2. Raize the matter in your Trade Linkon, Shop
Sadwenrdy Commitbes o Trades Counal.

3, Bign and circulsta tha patiticn, pect al an inber-

national mmpaign, protesting ageinst the imprison-
it of D2yoln and Choereouil nnd calBng far Tull

demooratic liberties in the USSHA.

A, Support The Committes (o Delend lvan Douba
ard Wyachesiay Chornovil. Offers of practical haip
afd urgantly needael,

A pcorference which clsirm to be dedicoted o the
sruggle for world pases amd aginat tha raprassion
af gciglipts #nd démoorata which mould not ks
wp the repremion of socialssts like Charnowil and
Dzyuba would Ba nothing bt an osparsive farca,

Fratarnially o,

The Commeties to Defend Ivan Deyvube amd
Vyacheslaw Chornovl,
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THAT RECATRIATION 15 THE

o Teow 10 BRITAINS -
RACE RELATIONS

dinurgh

B EDINBURGH

The dogan "Mo Platform for Fascists!”
Wi piven & very practical applica-
Hor in Bdinburgh lzst Monday, when
an attempd to hold s debale in-
volving Martin Webster of the Na-
gonal Fromt ended in a complete
rout for ihe radsts and the Unbver-
sity nght-wing.

About 400 left-wing student militants
gnd trade unionists occopied the
debating hall, after a charge which
broke through the Police and Secun-
cor cordon. A further 300 gupporters
maseed outside the hall chanting.

As soorr B8 the occupation ook

phice, the University Debates Com-
milles called off the meeting, which

was to have leatused Webster and
Lady Birdwood of the Monday Clab
speaking in support of the motion:
‘That Repatriation is the Solution fo
Britain's Race Relstions Problems.”

The oecupaiion was only ong aspect
of 8 broad anti-luscsl campaign
which won support in Lhe labouor
movement, Mick MeGahey, Presidentd
of the Scottish NWUM, publicly oon-
demned the mecting, a resclution
was pessed by the Bdinburgh Building
Trade Joint Shop Stewards Commil-
tee, and-sites i the ares were leafs
leted on  the issue. Gasworkers,
building workers and studepts from
Wewastle, Glaspow, 5Stitling and
Aberdesn Universitics were involved
m the action,

Police horses in action ageinst anti-fascists in London

The following motion was ].rns:-.-T_b.y 1/1107 branch of the TGWU

17 October:

an

‘Recognising the danger of the growth of recist sad fascist organisation

thiz 1/1107 [Ferds Central] T & G
demonstration againgt the National F

branch aftirms It support for e
rent an Ssteday T8 October. This

branch further donstes £5 1o the defence fund for those arrested on that

demonsiration under the suppossdly enti-fascist Public Order Act wihichs

fras alweps been used against the working class movement’
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Lisi Saturdsy the Mationsl Frount
held fis Anmusl Genernl Meeting in
London, complete with a puard of
honour provided by the Metropoli-
tam Police,

Blucamiformed doormen politely
checked the credentizls of MF mem-
bers as they entered the Consay
Hall, while thedr colleagues — both
mounted and pedestrian — took o
the more srduous job of keeping
H00 irnte anti-fasciats from picketing
the hall,

il DEMO TACTICS

Wiithowt doubt lsm Seturdasy's  anti-
fasoit dembngtration was ona of the
mait disciplined and milifsni that has
taken place for soma time. Thia Thee
insvitably sparked off & debata through-
part the left, & number of oriticems baing
lovelbed @t the IMG's kesdership of this
metion.,

CHIEE:

The exterminatlon of the opposition
in Chile, procesding street by sireet,
facpory by fecioey, village by village,
i now approoching the level which
the United Mations defines as geno-
cide, sceording Lo the Spamish Sec-
retary-General of the International
Maovement of Catholic Furlats.

Ihe Santiagn papers mepolt an increas
sing owmber of esses in which pri-
goners have been summarily executed
for 'mtrempling 1o eteape.” Threa
militants of the Revolutionary Lefl
Movement (MIR) were shor afler
the van which was transterring them
from ooe prison 0o anolher  was
pnsuccessfuliy  attacked by o com-
mansbo - gguad, armed with boome-
rsads  Bombs, Six other militants
were  axectuted in San’ Fellpe foo
reportedly  sttackioga guard’ and
dltempling 1o cscape.

Price riaes For easeniiol goods of
between 400% and GO have bedn
arnounved, wages hawve: been frogen,
zod the wotking weed bhds beon £x-
lended by four hoom; withoul exln
pay- [n sddition, strokes hove bewn
made iElegal byow governmest docres,

10 as By Lhese: nodaaa Lt the regme

The demonsiraten, clled by the
[nternational Marxist Group and en-
domed by a number of trade onica
bodies and prominent trade unionists
in the Loondon area, marched from
Lincole's Inn Fiells wheee 8 number
of epeakers stressed the urgent need
to~rool (ascism oot of the trade
union movement and smash i€ wher-
ewerit appears in pobiic,

The demonstrators, bearing the ban-
ners of TGWU Reglon No.l, TGWU
Intemational Branch, ASTMS Cen-
trn] Medicat Branch, and the Sussex
and Morth Landon Poly stwdent
unions, marched to the Conway Hall

The politiei objective of the demarina-
tion was o meke it dear thet we rejact
the ides ihot those whio spread sl e
and stonad n the tradition of the fosekts
who destroyed the organbations of the
werking oiiss thropghowt Ewrops in tha
169308 have any right to puidicly spresd

ihalr reactionsry |des; and 1o show thai,

they offer no way forward for the mas
of working peopbe suffaring from the criss
of capitsismm indesd that they n
paly opérste under the contindsl protec-
i of tho copitafsl fate,

Tha wery minmimum that we soubd insist
apon andar thaso ciroumslAncas WS an

. gliwetive moss picket of tho fascists” meot-

ing place, Mor could we pesiively neoept
e dachon of the police 1o deny that to
i — tha right of the capitalist siae to
maintain ocrder.’ Yie sought to axpose the
supposed “nasiraliy of the cpitakist state
and mowmal ity active collnboration with tha
Ecats,

This mede il recessary to Foine!)y sk to
arforcs owr right 1o plcket. This wes i
adyentuiatie o5 lomg as it was evied oud
in an ongenisse and disciplined fashion
and 3o long 8 we were ahle 1o recognsa
vilan further effort was fruithess,

This was précaaly how the sdion waos
garrlgd oul - and it schavad s purpcss,
Mo ome wih witnesed the demamnstratian,
noe incesd sven réed the newspdpar ne-
caunis, could doubt the politicl deter-
miraticn ©f it domonsirators of the

which fhey found hesvity protected
by polics, In an attempt to insist on
their dphtto moeunt an effective mags
picket of the bell & number of oni-
fascicls and police were injured, Five
demonstzators were arrested, too ol
whiom were obwionsly fingerad for
having speken at Lineoln®s Inn Fields

In general, last Saturdey was a suc-
cess, Il can sarve as the Dirst siepin
develeping 8 mass, astionbal cam-
paign which will strike at the lascist
disease wherever 6L raises its ugly
head, and draw into its anks greater
pumbers of trade uniooiEts, immuo-
nistiig them ageinsl the podison of
fascist demagopgwery and racism.

mrt playsd by tha police. For s Fairly
vigorous  pratest the  Injuries  scstained
were faw and” tho mumber of =resis e
than ave ooourred on meey lar mons
“passive’ demihstrations,

e will not be able 1o enforcd ais Fight
to erush tha facist organisations unfil wa
mn mvalus mach larger  muamhbess - sne
wraate 8 more favowsble belanoe of forcos.

The 1;311! of & responsibées political |ooder-
ship 8 To malke sure that thii prooes
i earrid pul in sich & way that it o =
mumicsies & dear politicel ressage and
the humsan oafs arg kept tooa minimam;
This is o centrel préaccupation of the
imtarraticnal Marxisl Growp,

But sheer nambars aro not ansegh, Wi
mumt also Inarn how to use our foroes
more effectively - and thet s somhing
that ¢an pnly bo leernt from axpanisnos

W anmot fail 10 comindet on the shiyes-
mal resgponsa of the lafr - end in portiouiar
tha revolutionary Wit - 1o this crocial dem-
pnstration. The Comemunist Party, the In-
tarpational Sodalist, ard tha Sooialst
Labowr Laegus, wore okl conspicuSly
alsert. This reprasimts rathing e thar
air ahjpeet eapiiulation i the face of the
fasoest throat. These orgenissticnsg MmdEe
weripausly raconskder. thoir policy on thlh
question W they are to ey any @Ficus
chaim 1o being coneerned withe the main
politicel quastions Tacing the  workers
movement.

all out

hopes to demoralise the population
and stamp out any form of organised
diasidence or resshiine.

The Ceneral Council of the Scottish
TUC st approach the Government
o ask that the bwo fogates wtd Do
mibmarines of the Chilean Nawy now
heifg worked on . Brivish shipyards
ghowld not e delivered to the mili-
fary government, Trade wnion bran-
chies in ewry part of Britain confinue
b pags resolutions opposing the juita,
and calling For the relzase of politizsl
prigoners, Unforiutalely the Chiness
government hag broken ranks with
the infornational opposition oo tha
junia, and  withdrawn recognition
from the Popular Unity Ambasador
in Peking,

Preparations ate going abedd foroa
naticnal snhdarity demonstrotion o
London on 4 Movember, Howewr
this unity ol the aclidarity foroes has
been threatenad by faclionzl acsvity
inside the Chile Solidarity Campaign
Committes inspired by the Commun
inl Parly

The committes was Tormed: on the
political basia of solidarity with Pop-

4 Nov.

wlar Uniry and all other forces fighl-
ing the military junta.- However this
jas pot been reflected in postens pro-
duced by the Communist Party for
the demonstration, which refer only
Mopular Holoy.

foreover, the Comeoslttes cecently

senl a telegram to Heath protesting
at the threat ino tie life of Chilean
Communist Parcy leader Luis Corval-
an. buf — agmin af the lnstigadon of
the CF — scandalously refused o in-
clude g call for the releage of alf pol-
itical prisoners.

Despite the sectsrianism of the CF
and Lta allics, the Internalionsl Marx-
50 Group will remain in the Chilean
Solidaricy Campaign: Commiftes anid
will continus Lo give ils Tull political
and orgamisational backing to the 4
Movemasr demonstmation, Howeves
the manceuvses of the Comomeniil
Party have k=it the MG no cholce
but in prodoce ils owl posters anc
leaflers, in order to o ensure that the
ponl of view of the revolstionars
left 35 mop stilled and the slemenar
principlas of uniled fronbackivily are
upheld,
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