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Last Friday Eric Varley, Jack Jones and
Hugh Scanlon paid us a visit. Eric Varley
told us it was a ‘fact finding’ mission, but

the one ‘fact’ he was not prepared to

discuss was his, Scanlon’s and Jones’s

Social Contract.

Well, the 6,000 who demon-
strated against Varley didn’t
see it that way; for us, the
Social Contract was the issue.

Because for two years now
the official ‘leadership’ of the
labour movement have cut
workers’ wages, hospitals,
schools and houses in the
name of the Social Contract.
They have cynically used the
traditional loyalty workers
have towards a Labour gov-
ernment to pursue policies
which are contrary to every-
thing a supposed socialist
party stands for.

Well, we at Longbridge have
had enough. The signs held up
for Varley, Jones and Scanlon
to see said, ‘Scrap the Social
Con-trick’.
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The demonstration was
necessary because, like mil-
lions of others, workers at
Longbridge have been denied
the right to express their views
on what a Labour government
and a trade union leadership
say they are doing in our name
and in our interests. They have
tried to sell their rotten poli-
cies by holding up the spectire
of the return of a Tory govern-
ment.

That is the biggest con-trick
of all. It was not ‘greedy’ car
workers at Longbridge who
allowed the Tories to gain
sweeping by-election victor-
ies; it is not the cuts in our
real wages that have caused
the week-by-week price rises;
it was not us who created the
dole queue of two million men
and women. It was Varley,

Jones, Scanlon and the like —
it is their policies which are
opening the door
Tories.

Now they are getting their
answer. The working class
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By BRIAN HERON, shop
steward at British Leyland,
Longbridge, and IMG can-
didate in Stechford by-
election

opponents of the Social Con-
tract are not limited to the
‘extremists’ the Fleet Street
press love to witch-hunt; now
they number hundreds of
thousands.

The opposition to the Tory
policies of the Labour Govern-
ment and the TUC is growing
daily. Now it needs to be
organised.

FIGHT
FOR

ALAN FISHER, the oh-so-left
talking secretary of the National
Union of Public Employees, has
called for a halt to the growing
campaign to ditch the Social
Contract.

Last weekend he appealed to
union leaders to ‘wait and see what
was on offer’ before opposing a
further year of incomes policy.
Fisher argued that a ‘free for all’
only benefits those ‘with the
biggest muscle’.

There is no doubt that Fisher’s
arguments carry some weight.
Simply demanding an end to
Labour’s incomes policy is no
answer. Rather, militants need to
offer their own ‘incomes policy’ —
a socialist alternative to the Social
Contract.
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Such an alternative is being
offered from Fisher’s union.
For the forthcoming national con-
ference of NUPE. there are res-
olutions from four branches —
those at Corby and Kettering, St
George’s Group Hospitals, Hart-

wood Hospital-and Camden —
demanding some form of ‘sliding
scale of wages'. And NUPE mili-

tants are not alone in pressing for .

this demand:

For the Representative Council
of the Amalgamated Union of
Engineering Workers, Manchester
East Branch has a resolution
demanding ‘a national wage claim
of substantial across-the-board in-
creases, together with a sliding
scale of wages which would auto-

matically increase the basic wages
of all members at weekly or
monthly intervals to keep pace
with inflation’. A similar motion
has also been passed by the Pendle
branch.

For the National Union of

Railwaymen conference, a Lon-
don branch has submitted a
motion which calls for the inclu-
sion of a ‘cost of living index’ in
any wage claim.

For the National Union of
Teachers conference, East Croy-
don Association links a demand
for an immediate increase of £500
with ‘inflation proofing by auto-
matic rises to compensate for
increases in the cost of living’.

This increasing support and the
depth of the employers’ resistance

to a wage claim which would
automatically keep up with infla-
tion is even more graphically
illustrated internationally.

In Holland over 30,000 workers
in 100 different companies are out
on strike, demanding automatic
compensation for price rises. The
escalating nature of the strike has
so frightened the government and
the employers that they have now
made major concessions to the
strikers.

Such accelerating support for a
sliding scale is understandable. In
periods of high inflation it is the
policy which guarantees the main-
tenance of workers’ spending
power.

INFLATION

As well as the economic impact

of such demands, there is the
equally important political impact;
because, much more than a simple
demand for a wages; increase, a
sliding scale, coupled with such an
increase, places the blame for
inflation squarely on the employ-
ers and the Government.

The Dutch strikers have dem-
anded that the price index om
which the wage rises are based
must be worked out by trade
unionists.

This is another challenge to the
right of the government and the
employers to make the economic
decisions.

A sliding scale of wages answers
Alan Fisher because if it is fought
for nationally across different
unions it can unite all working
people by offering protection to
lower and higher paid.

Which is why almost every
forthcoming unionconferencehasa
demand for a sliding scale of wages
placed firmly ontheagenda.




'WORKERS 0CCUPY,
HALT HEALTH GUTS
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WEST LONDON hospital workers
scored a big success in their fight
sgainst Health Service cuts last
week.

Joined by industrial workers,
mcleding a large delegation from
Heathrow Airport, over 250 work-
ers occupied Hounslow Old Town
Hall, where the local Area Health
Authority was meeting to give the
final go-ahead for three more
bospital closures in the Hounslow
district.

As the AHA began to discuss the
cuts, Carl Brecker of NALGO
demanded that the assembled
workers present  their point of
wview 10 the meeting. This request
was turned down on the grounds
that workers ‘had been consulted
already’. But lobby stewards began
toput their case.

POLICE

The AHA adjourned and mem-
bers tried to leave to avoid hearing
the workers’ policies. Only after
police had been called in to escort
them out was this permitted by the
nospital workers, whosealed off the
exls.

Thedemand thatthe AHA should
ow the example of the Clay
councillors and refuse to
mplement the cuts ‘won massive
pplause from the audience.
Among those who spoke to the
was George Raine, a
tant in the area who would
play a key role in maintaining
peatment of patientsat any possible
work-inin the threatened Hounslow
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CHRIS POTTER — Chairperson
Ealing, Hammersmith and Houns-
low Union Committee. ‘lf thesecuts
go through, women will be forced to
stay in the home and give up their
jobs to nurse the sick. Our action
against the AHA is a big step
forward againstthe cuts.’

BILL GEDDES — Hammersmith
Hospital shop steward facing the
sack. ‘They are going to have todrag
me out.' As a divisional council
officerhe will be going all out to get
lay representation on the organi-
sing committee for the 11 May day
of action. ‘It's got to be a massive
stoppage.’

of the AHA decision and a

An emergency meeting of the
Area stewards committee, which
put out the call for the lobby,
afterwards decided that all future
AHA meetings discussing the
closures would be the focus of
similar direct action.

The meeting heard from Richard
Lugg, Heathrow convenor, who
gave the date for a mass meeting of
airport workers to listen to the case
against the hospital cutsinthearea.

STEWARDS

The struggle of two other hospi-
tals, the Hammersmith and West
London, represented at the shop
stewards meeting will soon be
comingtoahead.

Workers at the hospitals (who
had struck to join the lobby) will
now be confronted with ‘hard-line’
cutbacks, including a call to the
AHA to withdraw its commitment
to ‘noredundancies’.

Management intend to start
anyway by sacking two workers
in the catering department. One of
them is Bill Geddes, chairperson of
the local NUPE branch and the
Hammersmith Hospital joint shop
stewards committee.

STRIKE

Unless the AHA backs down on
therequest area-widestrike action is
likely. We are preparing for this

campaign for support in the labour
movement.

MOTION

The demand for national strike
action is vital to the success of every
struggle going on against the cuts.
Our branch has passed the following
motion which I urgeall public sector
workersto fight for:

‘This branch calls upon NUPE
London Division and National
Executive Committee to organise a
mass lobby of the ‘17 November
Steering Committee’ conference
(22 March, Central Hall)around the
demand that our trade union leaders
in the public sector organise a
nationally coordinated one day
Public Sector General Strike against
the cutbacksin the public services’.

Thisshould coincide with thecalls
already put out by the London
Regional Division of NUPE for a
Day of Action against thecutson 11
May.’

ROS BUTLER [NUPE Shop Stew-
ard, Hammersmith Hospital].
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Two hundred and twenty delegates attended last Saturday’s conference in
the boardroom of the Elizabeth Garrett Anderson women's hospital, called
by the EGA shop stewards committee.

Delegates saw the EGA as one of the major focuses for fighting hospital
closures across Londen, and endorsed the shop stewards’ position of
refusing to accept any attempt by the Area Health Authorily to move
in-patients off the site. IMG member Dr. Dominic Costa [above]
successfully moved anamendmentrecommending a campaign for London
divisions and national councils of health service unions to call strike action
ofall their NHS members across London in the event of any such attempt by
the AHA. The union leaders should be instructed to convey this decision to
all the health authorities covering Greater London.

Frank Dowling, the full-time officer of the Association of Scientific,
Technical and Managerial Staffs responsible for the EGA, stated that the
national executives of these unions were ‘fully behind the struggle".
Rank-and-file action through pickets, resolutions, etc. will put the
bureaucrats words to the test.

se freedom

of the press?
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guarantee from the AHA chairman
that no decision would be taken
*behind closed doors’

ON 17 FEBRUARY the TUC is hold-
ing a conference on trade unions
and the media, to discuss means of
improving coverage on union and
industrial issues. The conference
has come about as a result of a
resolution initiated by the IMG and

situation in the Hammersmith
through regular sectional and mass
ngs and will continue the vital

stcome of the meeting was
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narrowly carried at last year's
National Union of Journalists
conference.

The NUJ called for a labour
movement conference on press
freedom. Needless to say, the TUC
has interpreted this to mean a
meeting of union executives and
officials, together with industrial
correspondents.

In spite of this, the hostility that
exists to the mass media at all
levels of the movement can be ex-
pected to surfaceat theconference.
But it is not enough to deplore the
media's bias. Journalists Charter
and the IMG are therefore handing
out the following leaflet at the TUC
conferenceon Thursday:

‘Few here today will consider that
press freedom in Britain presently

private fiefdom of the mass
media's proprietors, managers and
editors.

With an editorial standpoint
confined by a narrow political
spectrum,

quo. They exercise their ‘freedom’
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Sister Stella Roe, Branch Secretary of Ealing and Hounslow NUPE Nurses, addresses the assembled workers after
most members of the Area Health Authority had chosen toadjourn ratherthan hearthecase against cuts.

JOBS
ACTION

Thousands of workers in the
telecommunications industry on
the march in London on Monday.
National strike action organised by
the Electrical, Electronic, Tele-
communications and Plumbing
Unionwon the support of engineer-
ing statfworkers and members of
the Transport & General Workers
Union

They were protesting against the
threatened loss of anything up to
20,000 jobs in the industry due to
cutbacks in Post Office orders to
the industry.

Actionagainst job loss will in the
future have to confront the militant
support of Frank Chapple, the
EETPU ieader, for the Social
Contract by demanding: ‘Against
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exists as anything other than the

the media bosses are
determined to maintain the status

to deride and wherever possible
derail any policies or actions that
could mean a shift towards social-

ism,

That the proprietors, managers
and editors consider that their
press freedom is less than secure is
evidenced by their alarm over the
journalists” post-entry closed shop,
and the action taken by print-
workers when their right of reply is
denied.

We believe that certain positive
steps can be taken now to break
the stranglehold of the media
bosses, and begin to establish real
press freedom.

The National Union of Jour-
nalists’ Code of Conduct provides
valuable standards for press free-
dom, and is backed by disciplinary
powers. The Code is an implicit
indictment of much that appears in
the mass media, and NUJ mem-
bers are now beginning to insist
that it is collectively implemented,

particularly in relation to the
media’s racism.
The NUJ will need the full

support of the labour movement if
this is to be achieved. The Code
should therefore be widely publi-
cised in the movement, so that
trades unionists know what is
expected of journalists, and are
encouraged, for example, to de-
mand a right of reply when un-
fairly attacked. Bodies such as
Trades Councils should be en-
couraged to hold meetings with

journalists to discuss the Code and
tanon.

W is a growing demand
for wider access to the ‘mass’
media, the dictates of capitalist
financing now threaten even the
present limited range of products,
New technology, which can poten-
tially enhance production, is in-
stead being used to axe jobs in
order Lo boost profits.

s

The labour movement should
demand and fight for full protec-
tion for jobs and conditions in the
media industry, and the creation of
new publications for use by the
movement and the community. A-
mass labour movement daily paper
is a priority. Any company which
cannot meet these requirements
should be nationalised without
compensation and placed under
workers control.

The fourth TV channel should
be placed at the full disposal of the
labour movement. All legal res-
trictions on establishing radio and
TV stations should be immediately
abolished. In Italy, for example,
over two hundred local radio
stations are in operation, many of
them run jointly by left-wing
organisations with mass audiences.
The British laws against air
‘piracy’ serve only to enforce the
existing rigid monopoly and con-
trol of the mass media.

A socialist conception of press
freedom holds as central the use of
the media as a forum for debate.

Trade union journalists should
provide a model for this. Editors
of these journals should be
regularly elected so that editorial
policies are not constrained by any
bureaucratic interests.’

MAIN ITEMS OF NUJ CODE OF
CONDUCT

* A jounalist shall at all times defend
the principle of the freedom of the
Press and other media in relation to the
collection of information and the ex-
pression of comment and criticism.
He/she shall strive to eliminate distor-
tion, news suppression and censor-
ship.

+ A journalist shall strive to ensure
that the information he/she dissemi-
nates is fair and accurate, avoid the ex-
pression of comment and conjecture as
established fact and falsification by
distortion, selection or misrepresen-
tation.

+ A journalist shall rectify promptly
any harmful inaccuracies, ensure that
correction and apologies receive due
prominence and afford the right of
reply to persons criticised when the
issue is of sufficient importance.

+ A journalist shall not lend himself/
herself to the distortion or suppression
of the truth because of advertising or
other considerations.

+ A joumnalist shall not originate
material which encourages discrimina-
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Grunwick strikers up
against the law

The Arbitration, Conciliation and Advisory Service
have come out in favour of the strikers at Grunwick.
They are recommending recognition of the union
[APEX] and have also stated that those in dispute are
employees on strike, despite management’s attempt to
sack them.

The dispute was referred to ACAS during the strike,
which has been going on for 25 weeks. The demands of
the strikers-are primarily for union recognition and for
improved working conditions (i.e. an increase in the
basic wage of £25 and £28, and no compulsory
overtime).

The struggle poses key questions for the whole of the
labour movement in that the strike at Grunwick could
and can challenge the Labour Government’s adherence
toanti-working classlaw.

UPROAR

1tisthis law that caused the uproar when the Union of
Post Office Workers wanted to stop all communications
to and from South Africa for one week. The 1953 Post
Office Act was invoked against them after such
friends of South Africa and Grunwick management as
the National Association For Freedom (NAFF) and the
High Court Judges had canvassed vigorously for prose-
cution. For, sometime before the South African
debacle, the UPW had blacked the mail to Grunwicks
and, since the firm is a mail-order film-processing
business, this was crucial for the success of the strike.

The NAFF took out a High Court injunction against
the UPW, whose General Secretary, Tom Jackson,
using the fact that ACAShad been called in as an excuse,
backed down. This retreat was against the wishes of its
members at the local sorting depot in Willesden. That
was at the beginning of November. In January ACAS
delayed their findings(which are only recommendations
and carry no weight in law) for one month. This is hardly
an academic point when you've been on the picket lines
in fréezing conditions for over 20 weeks already.

The ACAS findings, favourable though they are, are
no substitute for working class action. The Grunwick
strikers’ union, the Association of Professional, Execu-
tive and Clerical Workers (APEX), are now rushing
off to have talks with the employers. But there is no
guarantee that Grunwicks will abide by the recommen-
dations

Forthebosses ACAS has been just another attempt to
dissipate the strike’s militancy. The Grunwick strikers
do not have any illusion in government bodies like
ACAS but because of hesitancy on the part of some of
the union leaders they have had to wait until ACAS
reported.

LEADERSHIP

In particular, the central responsibility for the
prolongation of the strike lies on the shoulders of the
APEX leadership. Following setbacks they have no
longer relied on the strength of the strikers and working
class action to bring about a decisive defeat for
Grunwick bosses. Now theyare happytoplay along with
arbitration procedures as a substitute. They have given
out good strike pay and vans for travelling round the
country but they are not prepared to challenge the law,
or even Lo put pressure on either Tom Jackson or the
TUC tofightagainstil.

The responsibility for stopping the work still going or
at Grunwicks lies squarely on the shoulders of APEX
They must act to stop the mail going in. In addition, the
fact that ACAS received a petition from employees still
working inside the factory saying they supported the
union, despite management duress, shows that what is
effectively scabbing can be halted. To do either of these
things depends on APEX organising and involving the
whole of the labour movement, both locally and
nationally. As the Strike Committee says: ‘Instead of
talking with the Tory backers of Grunwick and the
NAFF, the leaders of our movement should combine to
stop the company s mail order and all other services,’

For this strike nails the lie that black workers are not
prepared to organise. As with the Pentonville 35,
Shrewsbury and recently Trico, the question is asked as
towhosesidethelawison.

waiting

for Wright

The wholetradeunion movement knows that workers
have had 1o fight — sometimes bloodily — for every
right they have. Now a small group of ulira-
right wingers are limiting those rights (the strikers are
picketing chemist shops on Saturdays and NAFF have
found a law that makes that illegal!). It is vital to
challenge anti-working class law, and the Labour
government in particular, to demand that the govern-
ment changes the law and repeals the 1953 Post Office
Acl.

The most effective way of ensuring that the govern-
ment takes up this demand is to show through strong
solid working class action that the labour movement is
prepared to fight this reactionary law by any means
necessary.

For, again in the words of the Strike Committee: ‘If
the commitment of our movement to the end of
exploitation and the fight against racialism means any-
thing, we cannot be allowed to be isolated and defeated,
a defeat which would be a severe set-back for the whole
movement and for the confidence of black workersinit.’

(For donations etc. contact Secretary of Strike
Committee, Mahmood Ahmad, ¢/o Brent Trades and
Labour Hall, 375 High Road, London NW10.)
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contingentof 30 strikers.

BELOW: Grosvenor House Hotel workers on the march in Sheffield last Saturday. Like the Grun-
wick workers, they face a NAFF-backed management. Like the Grunwick workers, they are

ABOVE: Grunwick women strikers in discussion. A meeting last week, organised by the Grun-
wick Strike Committee, Brent Trades Council, and the local Working Women's Charter Group,
decided to support the Rally on Women’s Rights. They will jointly organise a stall,.and send a
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THE WITCH-HUNT launched by the right-wing Labour
bureaucrats in collaboration with theirallies in the capitalist
press has put to the test all those who consider themseives
ontheleft of the labour movement.

Tribune has defended Andy Bevan, and the right of
mandatory reselection of MPs — the two bug-bears of the
right wing. Its editor, Richard Clements, writes in the
current issue that: ‘One thing is certain: expulsions,
witch-huntsand therest of thatnonsenseisnoton'.

But Tribune has not been able to answer the political
offensive of theright wing against the 'Trots’. That paper and
the left MPs who support it have failed to confront the right
head-on. Because the only answer to the charge of
infiltration is to defend the right of all working class
tendencies and organisations to affiliate to the Labour
Party.lt is a denial of democracy that socialists should be
forced to hide their political coloursin the Labour Party.

Richard Clements himself refers to: ‘... the inevitable
differences which occur in a party which is seeking to argue
its way towardsaradical changein oursociety’.

But he fails to draw the obvious conclusion that only by
allowing people to organise around their political positions
withinthe Labour Party and ensuring democratic debate can
ditferent strategies get an adequate hearing, and the correct
coursebedecidedon.

This failure to defend the democratic organisation of the
left opens the door to Labour's right wing, who have bees
quick to use organisational measures against thel
opponents. Shirley Williams has tried to equate the Stalinist
suppression of democratic rights in the Soviet Union with
the contempt in which Trotskyism allegedly holds
democracy.

But it is Williams and her right-wing co-thinkers whe
sharewith the Soviet bureaucracy the method of slander an
witch-hunt when unable toanswer theiropponents’ politics

But Tribune, by failing to defend democratic organisatios
in the Labour Party, cannot confront this argument. In fac
the vacillation of Richard Clements has fuelled its fire: “S¢
there are two questions to be asked. First, do the Trotskyis
organisations which are in the Labour Party — if they are ir
the Labour Party — stilladhereto the basic Trotskyist theon
that parties similar.in nature to the Labour Party should b
destroyed... Secondly, if they do not, do they still use &
“discipline” against their followers which is over and abow
the rules and constitution of the Labour Party?”

It does not take Clements to ask such questions. Th«
undemocratic Party Constitution, Shirley Williams, S
Harold Wilson and many others have already done so
Rather than line up alongside these elements, Tribumn
should rather unconditionally proclaim: end all bans an
proscriptions!

But there is a far more important reason why Tribune ha

supporting the 26 February Rally on Women's Rights. Find out why on page 4.
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particular the Broad Left, breaks
with its past practice of dodging the
central issue in the union — that of
organising a fight-back against the
Social Contract.

In this respect the national Broad
Left meeting held in Birmingham
on 6 February was not a hopeful
sign.

Around 300 people attended the
conference, the first national con-
ference of the Broad Left in several
years, Whilst the whole tone of the
meeting — opened by a speech from
Bob Wright — was one of opposi-
tion to rhe Social Contract and a
third phase of incomes policy, the
loudness of the attacks on the Social
Contract was only matched by
silence on how to organise againstit.

Some-delegates tried to move a
resolution from Birmingham Broad
Left, calling for a lobby of the
forthcoming National Committee

THE LINES are now being drawn
inside the Amalgamated Union of
Engineering Workers for a battle
over the election of a new President
to replace Hugh Scanlon, who retir-
es next year. Like the elections for
General Secretary in the Transport
and General Workers Union,these
electionswill focus on the fate of the
Social Contract.

The tone of the right-wing cam-
paign was set by their national meet-
ing in Leeds two weeks ago. John

would leave him unableunder union
rules to defend his current position
as General Secretary — leaving it
open to the left and a ‘Communist
takeover’.

Instead Terry Duffy, who last
year defeated Bob Wrightuin the
Executive Committee elections, will
be running for the right wing on a
platform of supporting the Govern-
ment’s Tory policiesand agood deal
of red-baiting.

The campaign, which will be

of the union in opposition to the
Social Contract. The chairperson
denied this ‘liberty’ of putting
resolutions on the grounds it would
sow ‘divisions’.

What these divisions were had
been revealed more clearly by Hugh
Scanlon’s speech. After having
fought might and main to force the
Social Contract down his members’
throats for two years, he was not
surprisingly opposed to even a
lobby of the National Committee.

ceptance!

The Broad Left leadership prefers
to gloss over these not unimportant
differences, like Les Dixon who,
summing up from the platform,
said: ‘Let’s not go into the reasons
why the movement (i.e. the ‘left’

leaders) didn't respond to the

imposition of the Social Contractup
tonow'.

There is no indication that
Wright, let alone Scanlon, is going
to do anything to fight the Social
Contract now. Wright's left talk on
the Social Contract, and the revi-
ving of local Broad Lefts and a
Broad Left paper, are going to
capture no-one’s imagination if
limited to electioneering.

This is especially the case when
the Broad Left calls, as it does in its
Engineers Bulletin, for an end to the
Social Contract and the implemen-
tation of Labour’s election mani-
festo — the core of which is the
Social Contract.

Only when the left shows itself
willing to fight for alternative
policies to the Social Contract, and
not wait for ‘lefts’ like Wright, will it
be able to defeat the likes of Duffy
and Bovyd.

Thatis why a fight for the union to
submit a national pay claim which
can make good Scanlon’s wage cuts
of the last two years is so important.

AR Sl DR

ben unable to answer the right wing. It is because Tribun
and the left MPs share and have always shared with the righ
wing the notion that Parliament is the institution througl
which democratic rights can be protected and the princips
arenainwhich the struggle forsocialism is conducted.

But such ideas are simply bogus. Their commitment &
‘Parliamentary democracy’ stems from their desire to serw
the interests of capital. Theright wing know this full well. A
Education Minister, Shirley Williams has been responsib
for the decision to close down 92 teacher training college
by 1981, and for policies which have led to 30,000 teacher
* on the dole. Why? Not because she thirsts after higher an
higher unemployment, but because to do otherwise woul
beto pursue policies against the interests of the capitalists.

Yesterday's left winger and today's Tribunite in
right-wing Labour Government, Michael Foot, has taken th
road of Shirley Williams — implement cuts, reduce wages
increase unemployment and join the witch-hunt to ensur
the minimum of resistance by trade unionists and Labot
Party members.

And what advice would Tribune give? Any attempt 1t
legislate radical measures to solve the crisis in the interest
of workers would meet the obvious hurdles of a boycott b
the International Monetary Fund and Labour's ow
precarious Parliamentary position. If that was surmountec
then as Jack Jones has pointed out, the ruling class wi
resort to coups, as they did in Chile. Where does th
Parliamentary road lead to then?

Tribune is disarmed in the face of a frontal assault &
Labour's right wing. It has no alternative but to line u
politically alongside Williams's parliamentary road. Havin
done so, they notonly fail todefend the far left from therigh
wing leadership’s axe but put themselves forward for tt
chop. Remember that in the witch-hunt against Trotskyis!
inthe1950s, amotiontoexpel Aneurin Bevanwas lost on iF
NEC by onlyonevote!

Socialist Commentary, the magazine associate
with Labour's right wing, has just started to prepa
tomorrow’s fight with its call for a ‘clear out’ of the NEC
allowing Tribune supporters ‘their proper place in tf
party... as aminority element’. The article goes on: ‘A goc
ruleof thumbwould bethat Tribune types should have abo
aquarterof the places in party institutions’!

o Next week we will examine the position of the Milita
newspaper.

CONFERENCE ON WAGE CONTROL
called by

CAMPAIGN FOR DEMOCRACY
IN THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

SUNDAY 27 MARCH, BIRMINGHAM
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DA RALLY GETS

BIG SUPPORT

EPPORT for the Rally ‘One
wa from the Sex Discrimina-
At is growing. From all over

¢ owmmiry we are geiting infor-
Bl om delegations, coaches,
. which will converge on

Palace on 26 February.
B8 e south, coaches are coming
pe Oford, Brighton, Southam-
e asd Bristol. The North-West
# Bmgland will be well represented
Rally — coaches are coming
El.-mler. Preston, Leyland,
. Barnley, Liverpool, and two
petes from Manchester. From
% North-East, Newcastle, Leeds
e Sheffield are sending coaches.
¥ many of those who are
pesiling hundreds of miles for the
Bl . struggles in their own towns
h shown the need to bring
Bgeriences together in a national

Preston and Burnley,
, nursery workers, and
workers fought a cam-
sgainst increases in nursery
& an astronomical 110 per
before Christmas. It is those
were involved in this fight

are coming to the Rally.
- As George Rawlinson, a Preston
Metal Workers’ Union shop

, said at the time:

“Eseryone realises that the fee
B & 2 cut by the back door. They
Bege 1o price parents oul of the
market and then close the nurseries

lack of “‘demand’’.’
~ Bath Lister, of the Child Bene-
Campaign, explained the other

o this coin for women: |
“Women cannot go to work if
have nowhere to put the
. For these women, who
st home and dependent on
, the child benefits we will
= April are totally meaning-
The benefit system has been
ely left out of the legisia-
These Acts have taken a very
view of women’s position.
& this we will stress when we
at the Rally, that it's a

ENYON

FRIDAY 11 February — almost
years exactly since the in-
James White Bill — the
of the current restrictive
[Amendment] Bill were

. Bespite anticipation by many
wice campaigners that this
L introduced by Tory MP Wil-
Benyon, would be largely
on the 1976 Select Commit-
scommendations, its effects

Bl Be even more far reaching.
. Perhaps its most serious res-
gon is the limitation on abor-
to 20 weeks in pregnancy,
for exceptional cases relating
severe damage to the health of
woman or to the child if it
Born. This time limit is a full
months earlier than under

Risting law.

* Ewen more alarming is the pro-
in the Bill for the Secretary
State to further amend this time

WE HAVE THE POWER OF THE WINDS... is the title of a new play
with songs by Broadside Mobile Workers Theatre. It has been produced
as a contribution to the Portuguese Solidarity Campaign.

It doesn’t give ready-made solutions but shows some concrete ways the
workers, peasants and soldiers of Portugal have carried on the struggle
since the overthrow of fascism in April 1974.

The play will be performed for the first time at 7.30pm on Friday 18
February at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London WCI. It's the
opening event in a three day festival of popular culture and popular
power organised by the Chile and Portuguese Solidarity Campaigns.

On 26 February they will perform their anti-racist play Divide and Rule
Britannia and Portugal play songs at a joint benefit following the Rally
for Women'’s Rights — ‘One Year on from the SDA’ — at the Alexandra
Palace. The proceeds will help cover the costs of the Rally and help keep

Broadside mobile — they urgently need a new van. Singers

rankie

Armstrong and Leon Rosselson, drummer Terri Quaye, the Chilean folk
group Mayapi, and Toby, a juggling, fire-eating acrobat will also

entertain, starting at 8pm.

Over the past two years Broadside have performed their plays about
women'’s rights very widely in the labour and women’s movements. Their
present Working Women’s Charter Show will be performed during the

Rally’s daytime programme.

Broadside are now taking bookings for We Have the Power of the
Winds. The whole play lasts one-and-a-half hours, but they will also
perform individual scenes to fit into tenants’, union, co-operative,
Labour Partyandother appropriate meetings. Call 450 6992 or 730 5396, or
writeto 58 Holbein House. Holbein Place, London SW1W 8NJ.

The above photo shows Broadside in a scene from their anti-racist play

Divide & Rule Britannia.

BILL PUBLISHED -

limit by merely presenting an
Order to Parliament for its appro-
val. Although David Ennals, the
present Secretary of State for
Health, has taken the unprece-
dented step of publicly declaring
his intent to vote against the
Benyon Bill, no reliance can be
placed on his (or any other MP's)
supposed opposition to further
restrictions.

A substantial number of the
Bill's clauses are devoted to strin-
gent regulations and conditions
under which premises outside of
the NHS, which charge a fee for
abortion services, may be licen-
sed. In a sweeping move, there is
the proposal to extend licensing
to pregnancy testing and abortion
advice centres, as well as the
actual clinics where the abortions
are performed.

In case this isn't enough ot an
opportunity to close down just

STUDENT SOCIALIST
ALLIANCE FORMED

ty student militants meeting

Sunday at Middlesex Poly-

ic took the first steps to-
Waeds creating an ‘'ongoing united
8 alternative to the Broad Left
Sadership in the National Union
of Students.
. A resolution, adopted unani-
mously, called for united action in
Seweloping the campaigns on the
major issues facing students, set
#e a steering committee to co-
@einate activists in national con-
Seeences, and decided to run a
#%ate of candidates on an agreed

wﬂ for the forthcoming NUS
tive elections.

The wide ranging discussion
it took place drew heavily on the
ssperience of the women's left
Ssucus in the NUS Women's
Campaign. By presenting a clear
Basis for a united opposition of
e militants to the Broad Left
Ssaders this grouping has now
Seweloped so far as to be able to
win their position at the Women’'s
sonference the previous day by an
ewerwhelming vote against NOISS
#nd Broad Lefl opposition.

Amongst the proposals adopted
- tha Middlacay roanfaranca wae a

Teachers conference in April and
support of the speaking tour being
organised by the Student Move-
ment Campaign on Ireland in early
May. Against the strategy of the
NUS leaders, which subordinates
student action to the building of
progressive alliances with college
authorities and left MPs, the
emphasis on every key issue was
for an active alliance with the
working class against the attacks
of the Labour Government.

A delegation from the National
Organisation of International Soc-
ialist Societies attended the
meeting but made it clear that
they did not want to be involved in
such a united national co-ordina-
tion. As NOISS represent an im-
portant force amongst the !aft in

NUS this will weaken the possibi--

lities of presenting a coherent
alternative perspective to the
mass of students. The meeting
decided however to maintain its
approaches to NOISS with a view
to establishing a basis for unity.

» Next week's issue will carry a
fuller account of the socialist
etudente allianre meeating and an

about any clinic, almest every
other conceivable grounds to re-
fuse a licence- are thrown in —
state of repair, equipment avail-
able, standard of medical advice
offered, or proposed use of pre-
mises for ‘improper or undesir-
able’ purposes. .

Anonymity for women has been
a watchword for supporters of the
Bill. But after a study of the Bill, it
becomes unclear as to which
women the Bill is designed to
protect. Women who have manag-
ed to obtain legal abortions could
be subject to police harassment,
as the powers of the State would
be strengthened to permit inspec-
tion and copying of any records
and documents of abortion clin-
ics, with complete disregard for
patients’ rights to confidentiality.

In sharp contrast, the Bill leaves
the door wide open for malicious
accusations against doctors, who
may have investigations against
them initiated by any anonymous
informant who alleges ‘malprac-
tice’ under the new law.

question of women’s roles, not just
women’s rights.’

In Sheffield, workers at the
Grosvenor Hotel are on strike for
union recognition. These workers
were invited to speak at a meeting
held by the Working Women's
Charter Group, and have been
delegated by their T&GWU branch
to attend the Rally. They well
understand that women often
work in badly organised sectors, as
they do, and that when they fight
for their right to be in a union,
they meet with the employers’ re-
sistance. For these women, the
legislation has meant no improve-
ment in their position.

And from London, the Trico
women, who struck for equal pay
for 21 weeks, will be speaking at
the Rally. When they were on
strike, they said in their strike
bulletin:

‘We are writing a new chapter
on the history of the battle for
equal pay, and we will win!’

They proved their point — and
will come to the Rally to show that
it is struggle, not legislation and
tribunals, which wins equal pay.

Women from the Grunwick
strike, also im London, will be
speaking at the Rally. Their strike
is now in its 26th week, for union
recognition and better pay. The
strikers are mainly Asian, so they
have been doubly exploited. Mrs
Desai, of the Strike Committee,
said:

‘They think we are slaves. If a
woman asks to take a sick child to
the doctor, she is told, ‘‘we don’t
want to know about your family
condition’’.

‘But now we know unions
are our right, and we want to fight
against these terrible conditions.
And now we are a part of this
country we also want to get to-
gether with other working people.
We want to let them know what is
happening in our factory, and that
is why we want to come to the
Rally.’

IGHT IT!

These clauses, together with
the other more subtle restrictions
in the Benyon Bill, represent a
threat to women's abortion rights
almost as grave as that presented
by James White. Opposition to
this Bill will thus be the target for
intensive campaigning activity in
the next few months. The National
Planning Meeting of the Mational
Abortion Campaign, held in Shef-
field last Saturday, confirmed its
commitment to defeat Benyon's
Bill through mass action.

It agreed to put out a call for
support for the projected national
demonstration on 14 May on the
basis of ‘Defeat Benyon's Anti-
Abortion Bill’, 'Safe, legal abor-
tion', ‘A woman's right to choose’.

Plans for activity around the
second reading of the Bill were
also finalised. The meeting con-
firmed its resolve to put all its
resources into building the joint
National Abortion Campaign/
Abortion Law Reform Association
lobby, march and rally at Central
Hall on 24 February.
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WOMEN'’
RIGHTS
RALLY

COME TO THE RALLY FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS & joint benefit evening
for the Rally and Broadside Mobile Workers Theatre — Alexandra
Palace, London N22 — 26 February 1977.

Tickets: Rally & Benefit £1.30 (OAP's, claimants & unemployed £1.00);
Benefit only £1.00 (OAP's, claimants & unemployed 75p); Rally only 60p
(OAP's, claimants & unemployed 40p).

Creche: 11am-12.30pm; 1.30-6pm; 8pm-10.30pm.

Food & Refreshments: Available from Alexandra Palace catering during

lunch & evening breaks.

Bus: W3. Tube: Wood Green. BR: Wood Green (Alexandra Park).
Book your coach or minibus till late and stay for the whole event.

SUPPORTERS AND PARTICI-
PANTS IN THE RALLY

Trade Unions and Students Unions
National Union of Public Employ-
ees (NEC); Society of Civil and
Public Servants (NEC); TASS
(National Women's Sub Commit-
tee); USDAW Central Booksellers
Branch; National Union of Stu-
dents; Sheffield NALGO; Tower
Hamlets NALGO; Nottingham
County NALGO; TGWU-ACTSS
Central London; NALGO, GLC;
Westminster Teachers Associa-
tion (NUT); Newham Teachers
Association (NUT); London Stu-
dent Organisation; Garnett College
Students Union; ASTMS Oxford
(Health Service Branch); North
London Polytechnic Student Uni-
on; NATSOPA London Joint
Branches; East Birmingham Dist-
rict AUEW; APEX Leicester Gen-
eral.

Trades Councils

Newcastle; Islington; Coventry;
Southwark; Bradford; Westmin-
ster; West Ham; Lambeth; Green-
wich; Lewisham & Deptford.
Members of Parliament ‘
Helene Hayman; Maureen Col-

quhoun; Tom Litterick; Joan
Maynard; Audrey Wise; Stan
Thorne; Syd Bidwell; Norman

Atkinson; Brian Sedgemore; lan
Mikardo; Jo Richardson.

Prospective MPs

Janey Buchan; June Chapman;
Graham Chadwick; Viv Bath; Ann
Holmes.

Constituency Labour Parties
Hackney North & Stoke Newing-
ton; Plasnewydd; Hornsey; Green-
wich.

Women's Groups/Organisations
National Working Women's Char-
ter Campaign; National Assembly
of Women: Durham Women's
Group; Women’s IRES.

Other Organisations

London Coop Political Commit-
tee; Abortion Law Reform Asso-
ciation; Gingerbread; Child Ben-
efits Campaign; Cardiff North
LPYS.

Political Organisations
Communist Party of Great Brit-
ain; International Marxist Group;
International Communist League;
Workers Power.

+ The initial call for the Rally was
made by the Working Women’s
Charter Campaign. The Rally
itself is organised by a broadly
supported planning committee of
which the Charter Campaign is
only one part.

Enquiries to Rally Planning
Committee Secretary, Mandy
Snell, 33 Wemyss Road, London
SE3. Tel 01-318 3763, or if
unavailable phone Anne Cesek at
01-278 9526.

A motion calling for backing
for the Socialist Workers Party-
inspired demo on the 25th, the day
of the second reading, was sup-
ported only by the single SWP
member present. As Berry Beau-
mont argued: ‘If NAC decides to
support the SWP action nationally
this would mean a serious com-
mitment to build it.-Support is not
just a paper commitment, and
should be given on the basis of an
assessment that this is the best
way to direct the resources of the
campaign to make the maximum
impact. NAC must decide whether
it can realistically undertake two
mobilisations in two days. | think

not.’

Red Weekly urges all its readers
and supporters to throw their
energies into making the 24th
maobilisation the biggest possible
turn out against the Benyon Bill,
as a first step in the ongoing
campaign to defeat this restrictive
legislation.

LOBBY 3.00-7.00pm.

MARCH — Assemble Bressenden
Place6.00pm.

RALLY — Central Hall, 7.30pm.
More details from NAC, 30
Camden Road, NW1.

DODIE WEPPLER

to ballot
action.

the membership on
Clearly many teachers

dates or a joint platform with the
STA.

Class
Struggle
Boost

in
NUT

IN THE RECENT ELECTION for
officers of the Inner London
Teachers’ Association — the huge
National Union of Teachers divi-
sion covering the Inner London
Education Authority — class
struggle candidates won approxi-
mately 40 per cent of the votes.
This is particularly encouraging
at a time when the right-wing
leadership of the division has sold
teachers down the river by: agree-
ing to compulsory transfer from
erhanl tn erhanl: aogreeing to

have had enough of this type of
leadership whose only demand in
the elections was for a strong
united union.

While unsuccessful in gaining
office, supporters of the Socialist
Teachers Alliance, standing for
the first time, showed through
their creditable votes that their
policies are a force to be reckoned
with. Whereas candidates of the
Rank and File group stressed ex-
clusively the need for unofficial
action, the STA platform attemp-
ted to show that unofficial action
— necessary though it was — had
to be seen in the context of
an overall political fight against
the bureaucracy.

The election results show that
demands such as an end to the
social contract, the need for a
public sector alliance, balloting of
all schools on ‘no cover' were seen
by many teachers as a viable and
netessary alternative. Of the Rank
and File candidates who stood
against the S5TA, one collected
500 fewer votes and the other a
mere seven mare.

No longer can Rank and File
state with any seriousness that
they are the left in the union —
which was the attitude the group
adopted in the run-up to the
election when they repeatedly

But rather than sit back now in a
smug self-satisfied way, the
STA's policy is to continue to
attempt joint initiatives with Rank
and File, while recognising that
the group's present position of ig-
noring the trade union bureauc-
racy is a recipe for disaster when
the NUT is launching a witch-
hunt against the left.

OPEN CONFERENCE of Socialist
Teachers Alliance” to plan action:
Sat/Sun 5/6 March. Sat; ‘Against the
Cuts'; Sun: 'For Trade Union Democ-
racy’, 'Against the Black Paperites’.
Begins 11am sharp (registration from
10.15am), at Caxton House, St Johns
Way, London N19 (Archway tube).
Pooled fare, creche and accommoda-
tion. Further information: Bernard Re-
gan, 24 St Agnes Close, London ES.

Unity of the left in action is
essential, especially with the NUT
conference coming up. The fact
that even the national bureaucracy
has been forced to criticise the
social contract, albeit mildly,
shows its fear of the base. The
aim of militant teachers is to turn
that fear into a nightmare.
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FAR LEFT UNITY &

ELECTIONS |

THE STECHFORD BY-ELECTION
sees the simultaneous standing of
two candidates who totally op-
pose the anti-working class poli-
cies of the Labour Government.
These are Brian Heron of the
International Marxist Group and

Ken Appleby of the Socialist
Workers Party [International Soci-
alists].

This clash is not of the IMG's
choosing but is an unfortunate
by-product of the sectarianism of
the SWP. The IMG wrote to the

To: International Socialists.
Dear comrades,

At its meeting of 5 September, the IMG Political Committtee decided to run Tarig
Ali* as a candidate in the Stechford by-election. Understanding that there was a
possibility that the IS might be considering running a candidate in this
constituency, and wishing to avoid a clash not in the best interests of
revolutionaries, Brian Grogan contacted your national office on Monday 6 Sep-
tember and spoke to a member of your executive to indicate our willingness to
discuss a way to avoid a clash on this and future occasions.

To expedite this, we indicated in Red Weekly this decision to stand only
provisionally. Comrade Grogan was informed that you would be taking no decision
on running until the weekend of 11-12 September.

We note, however, in Socialist Worker dated 11 September, that you announce
that K. Appleby will be standing as IS candidate in Stechford. This will create the
unfortunate situation where two revolutionary left candidates will be standing in
the same consituency — a situation which will weaken the left in the face of the
Labour Party and the fascist National Front.

We consider this would be an extremely undesirable situation and would
propose a meeting of representatives of our two leaderships to discuss this
situation as a matter of extreme urgency.

Fraternally, Brian Grogan (National Secretary, International Marxist Group).

* Tariq Ali was forced to withdraw for personal reasons and the IMG put forward
Brian Heron, a Longbridge shop steward.

14.9.76

TO: International Socialists 23.9.76
Dear Comrades,

Since the election of the Labour Government, we have seen a growing passivity
within the working class at a time of continuing unemployment, inflation, cuts,
and a decline in the standard of living of the working class and various petty
bourgeois layers. The TUC-Labour Government compact has been the most
expressive symbol of this passivity.

Within the Labour Party itself, while some opposition has emerged at the
consituency level, the total integration of the Tribunites in the Government has
meant that an organised left social-democratic challenge to the Government (even
of the Victory for Socialism variety) is not on the agenda

The total inability of the 'lefts’ to organise a fightback and the aggressive
determination with which Jack Jones has defended the Government has without
doubt created further demoralisation In the working class, symbolised bv the
massive abstentions in the Rotherham and Thurrock by-elections

At the same time, both our organisations have noted a big rise in support for
the fascists expressed in votes in local elections ang the last two by-elections
These votes are higher than those gained by the Communist Party nationally and
locally and reflect the impact which fascist and racist propaganda is having at the
moment. Neither the Labour Party nor the Communist Party have been able 10 deal
rely with this challenge from the far right
gside this a vanguard has emerged Doth inside and owulsiCe the mass
organisations which has drawn some lessons from the betrayals of the left
reformists and Stalinists. An electoral campaign by the far left and class struggle
leaders would have a reai chance of expressing the needs of this vanguard and
presenting the possibility of an alternative perspective and fightback against the
Labour Government’s attacks.

We have noticed from your press and declarations that )g;u have decided to
embark on an electoral campaign. In our opinion this could be a positive step, if
oriented to expressing the class struggle aspirations of the oppositional currents
inside and outside of the mass organisations.

We believe that a united far left pole fielding between 100-150 candidates would
be able to have a certain impact during the next general election. We are aware that
you are the largest organisation on the far left with all that implies vis-&vis of
apparatus, resources, eic

We are aiso aware that you are capable of putting up over 50 candidates on your
own, but we believe that a united pole will have much greater possibility of
demonstrating in practice to the practitioners of the pariiamentary road to
socialism (i.e. the CP) that the far left, even on this front, is capable of getting
more votes than them.

Furthermore, in a situation where there are 50 IS candidates and 30 IMG
candidates, in dozens of places, against each other, would tend to make the
revolutionary movement look ludicrous and divided before the working class
vanguard. A united campaign would in addition enable us to wage a really effective
fund drive to raise money for 150 deposits from sources at present unsympathetic
because of the divisiveness which exists on the far left in general.

Fraternally, B. Grogan (National Secretary, International Marxist Group).
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THE PUBLICATION of the new
draft of The British Road to
Socialism this month was heralded
with a fanfare of articles and

CPGB’s strategy and tactics is on

the agenda. Lenin made the point:
‘A political party's attitude

towards its own mistakes is one of

statements in the Communist the most important and surest
Party’s press. ways of judging how earnest the
The draft’s own introduction party is and how it fulfils in

explains that:

‘Since the last edition was
published in 1968 there have been
big changes in Britain and the
world. To take account of these
changes, and draw the lessons
from them, this new edition of The
British Road to Socialism has been
prepared.’

practice its obligations towards its
class and the working people.
Frankly acknowledging a mistake,
ascertaining the reasons for it,
analysing the conditions that have
led up to it, and thrashing out the
means of its rectification — that is
the hallmark of a serious party;
that is how it should educate and

However, one thing that has not  train its class, and then the
changed since 1968 is the contin- masses." *
ued decline of the Communist
Party of Great Britain in influence
and membership. LEADERSH'P
According to the CP’s own
figures, its membership has de- But from the outset the CP

creased from 32,916 in 1967 to
28,543 in 1975. Over the same

leadership have announced that
the discussion leading to the

period, as young people were to
foriu the backbone of the organi-
sations of the far left, the member-
ship of the Young Communist
Le _u¢ declined from 5,642 to
2,2 0 and by September 1976 had
co:iispsed to under 2,000.

DOWN

Circulation of the Morning Star.

is going down, and the CP’s
electoral performanc!: fell__ from

production of a revised edition of
The British Road will not corres-
pond to Lenin's dictum.

The fourth line of the draft
states that:

‘All that has happened in the
years since 1951 [the date of
publication of the first edition] has
confirmed the need for Britain to
take the new path outlined in our
programme...’

The leadership has spoken. The
central strategy outlined in 1951
was correct, and just needs to be

SWP, then the IS, five months ago
attempting to avoid a situation of
a clash of extreme left candidates,
and seeking to arrive at an
electoral agreement with the SWP
regarding standing in elections.

The IMG proposed an agree-
ment both to avoid clashes of
constituencies between the SWP
and the IMG at the next general
election and in by-elections.

This was in line both with the
needs of the class struggle in
Britain and with the developing
situation in Europe whereby
forces of the extreme left have
been able to overcome sectarian-
ism and present united action in
elections — as for example in
Italy, with the ‘Proletarian Demo-
cracy' slate of the extreme left,
and the electoral agreement in
France between the Ligue Commu-
niste Revolutionnaire, Lutte Ouv-
riere and the Organisation Com-
munistedes Travailleurs.

SECTARIAN

Unfortunately the present sect- /

arian course of the SWP placed
the needs of their organisation
above the best interests of the
working class and the revolution-
ary movement. The SWP |eader-
ship refused all approaches for
avoiding clashes at the next
general election and at the coming
by-elections — refusing even to
reply to the proposals of the IMG.

The result of this situation can
be at the next general election the
unnecessary one of two different
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traditions of a Stalinist party, the
CPGB will suppress this Leninist
democratic right to organise ten-
dencies and factions inside the
party to fight for alternative
political courses.

REGIME

The CPGB has criticised the
witch-hunt launched by the
Labour leaders, but themselves
maintain an inner party regime
which will make the Labourites
appear democratic in comparison.

Gone is Lenin’s idea of an
internal democracy, ‘the hallmark
of a serious party’. Gone is what
Lenin considered to be an ‘essen-
tial condition of the Bolsheviks’
success’, ‘a fundamental feature of
our revolution (that has) a signifi-
cance that is not local, or Russian
alone, but international’ — namely
‘absolute centralisation and
rigorous-discipline in the proletari-
at’ produced by, amongst other
factors, ‘the most rigorous and
truly iron discipline in our party’.

The Stalinists have obliterated
this notion of democratic central-
ism. In its place they have substi-
tuted the limited freedom of
certain individuals to  express
themselves in the pages of Com-
ment, their fortnightly journal.

Lenin understood the centrality

organisations to the left of the
Labour Party contesting the same
seats and a continuing clash
between the SWP and the IMG at
by-elections.

Such clashes discredit the rev-
olutionary left and do not succeed

e T

discussions that took place.

Tariq Ali led off a discussion on racism and Andy
Durgan and Trevor Phillips spoke on the role of the

NUS Executive in the campaign.

The complete lack of a viable strategy on the pa:rr of
the National Executive was clearly shown by Trevor

SEVEN COLLEGES are occupied in opposition to
increases in overseas students’ tuition fees.
Saturday over 150 militants from 45 colleges met to
discuss the broadening of the campaign. Two thirds of
those present were overseas students and the militant
mood of these students was reflected in the lively

in getting socialist answers to the
present crisis over to the largest
possible layers of the working
class.

In order to demonstrate clearly
where the responsibility for the

On

action in opposition to the fees increases,
conference failed to adopt a strategy whereby such
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clash in Stechford lies. and %o
urge the SWP to change its
discrediting and sectarian poli-
cies, we print here the two letters
sent by the IMG to the SWP in
relation to the Stechford by-elec-
tion and the coming general
election.

In order to see the sectarianism
of the SWP in perspective we need
only compare the electoral agree-
ment between the organisations
of the French left which we print
on the following pages. This
agreement means that in every
major constituency in France the
workers movement will be able to
vote for a revolutionary and class
struggle alternative to the Social-
ist and Communist Parties. This is
a major step forward for the
revolutionary left.

A similar agreement in Britain
between the SWP, the IMG and
other forces of the extreme left
would mobilise major resources,
support and enthusiasm for a
soclalist alternative to the policies
of the Labour Government.

The IMG would put major
resources into such a campaign
and a combined effort of the
revolutionary left would have far
greater impact than could be
achieved by any of the organisa-
tions of the extreme left separate-
ly. We hope that the SWP will still
reconsider its course and take up
the proposals of the IMG.

A 4
that both isolates the ‘militants and fails to place the
attack in its proper context, as part and parcel of the
government’s cutbacks.

Despite coming out in favour of widespread direct

the

national action could be organised. The unevenness of

Phillips’ comments. He opposed raising the demand

Jfor opposition to the fees increases on the basis that
the winning of such a demand would in effect cut

colleges’ financial resources.

Instead he argued for a policy of demanding the
waiving of fees for self-supporting students, a strategy

the militancy in different colleges was not adequately
understood, hence proposals to use the colleges
already occupied 1o spearhead support for national
action and to establish rank and file co-ordination of
the struggle were voted down by the meeting.

What the conference did do was to give the lie to
those who are arguing that students will not be pre-
pared to launch a fight back. Local and national
co-ordination will be crucial to turning that militancy
into a real weapon of struggle in the coming weeks.

(I WYHHYES AONIHNYT 01044

years. The Stalinists have substi-
tuted the internal regime of the
Labour Party and international
social democracy for that of the
Bolsheviks.

The resolution passed at the 34th
national congress of the CP in

November 1975 reads:

‘Congress instructs the executive
committee to initiate and facilitate
the widest possible debate within
the party and the labour movement
with a view to the adoption of a
revised edition of The British Road

British
Road to

Socialism
Draft

for discussion

to Socialism at the 35th national

congress.’
This instruction will not be
followed. The ‘widest possible

debate’ is not possible without the
full democratic rights of the mem-
bership.

But many advanced workers and
youth still regard the Communist
Party as the authentic voice of
Marxism in Britain today. They
will be impressed by the still
superior organisational weight of
the CPGB over the far left
organisations despite the growth of
the latter and the decline of the

They will be unsure of the many
references to ‘socialist revolution’
in the draft and confused as to
whether this marks a real change
of line based on the lessons of
the last years. They will give the
debate in the pages of Comment
and the Morning Star the credib-
ility which the CPGB claims for it.

So, over the next few weeks, Red
Weekly will be taking up some of
the central ideas of the draft. A
critique of the CP’s  attitude
towards Parliament, on the strug-
gle for women's liberation, on the
Labour Party and trade unions, on
the transition to socialism is vital
to the elaboration of a revolution-
ary strategy.

Red Weekly will be making its
own contribution on these and
other questions, and we invite
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MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS will take
place throughout France on 17 March.
These elections are especially impori-
ant this year and will serve as a
political test of the state of the
confrontation between the right and
the left parties, the latter grouped
behind the Common Programme of
the Union de la Gauche [Union of the
Left], the bloc composed of the
Socialist Party, the Communist Party,
and Left Radical politicians.

The right has been in a minority
since the last cantonal elections,
which were held in March 1976. The
political crisis is intensifying day by
day and has now led to a break
between the two components of the

-

THE ECONOMIC CRISIS which has
lasted for two years now, far from moving
towards resolution, is instead getting worse.
Inflation has scarcely slowed down, despite
the Barre plan's claim to have frozen prices
for three months. Unemployment is spread-
ing. Thousands of lay-offs are still being
announced, in the steel industry for ex-
ample. ;

The employers are openly and cynically
demanding the right to lay off whomever
they want. It may be that in the coming
months the number of unemployed in the
country will no longer be one million — a
figure that appeared enormous two or three
years ago, but has been a reality for a year
and a half now — but two million. Through
the Barre plan, the present government has
hrown its full t into the balance to
¢ workers pay for the crisis. It has
openly given employers the green light to
lay workers off. It has decreed a wage
freeze for the coming year. And, setting an
example itself, it has annulled the so-called
contracts for progress which had more or
less guaranteed that wages in the public and
nationalised sectors would follow rising
prices, although with much delay.

Nevertheless the government and the
president of the republic himself are facing
increasing dissent, and even discredit. This
is true even within the ruling majority. The
resignation of former Prime  Minister
Jacques Chirac was a good illustration of
this. The various formations of the majori-
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Stakes of

presidential majority: the Gaullist
Jacques Chirac and President Valéry
Giscard d’Estaing. The only solution
the workers parties are offering in the
face of the government’'s austerity
plan and the growing discontent of
the workers is to patiently wait for the
results of the municipal elections and
then, above all, for the results of the
parliamentary elections in 1978.

To the great mass of workers the
Union de la Gauche appears as the
only credible alternative. It is in this
context that three revolutionary org-
anisations — the Ligue Communiste
Révolutionnaire [LCR — Revolution-
ary Communist League, French Sec-
tion of the Fourth International], Lutte

ty are tossing obstacles in one another's
paths, trying to trip one another up. With
the creation of the RPR (Rassemblement
pour la Reépublique — Rally for the
Republic, the new Gaullist organisation),
a portion of the right is seeking
the means through which to evade responsi-
bility for the economic crisis and the policy
of the government; it is preparing an
alternative.

There is a constant possibility of a
political crisis which could lead at any
moment to a government crisis, dissolution
of parliament, and the calling of early
legislative elections, even if neither Giscard,
nor the major right-wing politicicans, nor
even Chirac wants it. In face of such an
anti-working class offensive, the defence of
the most imun e interests of the working
class and the popular masses requires a
united response of all the workers, who
must counterpose their demands to the
claims of the austerity plan of the employ-
ers and the government. All the organisa-
tions and all militants concerned about the
defence of the interests of the workers
should take part in such a response:

® Against the spread of unemployment,
we say no to lay-offs. We demand jobs for
all through a massive reduction in the workss
week (to 35 hours) and an increase in the
number of workers.

* Against factory shutdowns, we demand
that not a single worker be laid off, not a
single factory closed, maintenance of all

Quvriére [Workers Struggle] and the
Organisation Communiste des Trav-
ailleurs [OCT — Communist Workers
Organisation] — have just signed a
‘pact of alliance’, the text of which we
are publishing below.

This pact should enable revolution-
aries for the first time to present in a
united manner an alternative to the
policy of the parties that claim al-
legiance to the Common Programme.
The accord was concluded on clear
bases: first, unequivocal denunciation
of the Common Programme, a pro-
gramme of class collaboration which
places itself within the framework of
bourgeois institutions; second, a call
for the centralisation of struggles

jobs. When private employers prove in-
capable of guaranteeing the jobs of the
workers, we demand the nationalisation of
the enterprise by the state with no compen-
sation and no resale to the capitalists, under
conditions imposed and controlled by the
workers.

* We reject the wage freeze and the
cancellation of wage gains:

- maintenance of purchasing power, not
on the basis of the index of the government,
but on the basis of indices worked out by
the workers and the trade union organisa-
tions;

- substantial and across-the-board wage
increases (of at least 300 francs a month);

no wages less than 2,300 francs a
month.

* We reject the challenging of the social
gains that have been won: for the elimina-
tion of personal charges, extension of social
security, free health care.

o We refuse to let our struggles be
broken and our organisations repressed by
the official or parallel police and the
judicial system of the regime and the
employers: for workers self-defence.

Fearful of being carried into the govern-
ment on the basis of a workers mobilisation
for their demands, the Communist and
Socialist parties, with the support of the
leaderships of the union federations, in-
stead of assembling the workers and their
allies in action around such a platform and
against the consequences of the crisis and

against the austerity plan around a
platform of unifying demands; third,
an initiative of unity toward the CP
and SP, which is concretized in a call
for a vote for their candidates on the
second round of the elections.
[French elections are held in two
rounds. If no candidate for a given
post wins an absolute majority on the
first round, a run-off is held between

wo candidates in a second round.

To be sure, many disagreements
continue to exist among these three
organisations. But the unity that has
been achieved will not fail to generate
great interest, not just in France but in
the European far left as a whole.

(Translation by Inprecor)

the present government, are trying to limit
and control the workers response. They are
essentially devoted to preparing for a
parliamentary majority in the framework of
the electoral calendar defined by Giscard, if
possible without any popular mobilisation.
The leaderships of the CGT (Confédération
Générale du Travail — General Confedera-
tion of Labour) and the CFDT (Confédéra-
tion Francaise et Démocratique du Travail
— French Democratic Confederation of
Labour) are organising days of action but at
the same time they are preventing any real
coordination or unification of struggles.
They back down before any test of strength
with the regime.

The CP and the SP are allying themselves
with the Left Radicals; they are extending
their hand to the left Gaullists. And above
all, they are preparing to govern along with
Giscard, with full respect for the constitu-
tion of 1958. They commit themselves to
administering the profit economy; they are
thus prepared, once they enter the govern-
ment, to impose on the working class and
the other toiling layers the austerity policy
that the right is having difficulty imposing
today.

The workers must make no mistake. The
Common Programme offers no way out of
the crisis, for it does not allow for
eliminating the system that causes the crisis.
A majority for the Union de la Gauche
(Union of the Left) represents neither
workers power nor ‘the road to socialism’.

THE COMING municipal elections, reg-
ardless of attempts to lend them a primarily
local significance, appear as a national test
and will be considered as such not only by
the politicians but also by the workers and
popular layers who place their hopes in a
change in govérnment.

It is now necessary, without abandoning
the field of struggle for the sake of an
electoral truce, to defend working class
solutions to the crisis during these elections.

WE DO NOT PRETEND that life or
society can be changed by a city govern-
ment. The political rights and material
resources of the municipal administrations
are narrowly limited by the bourgeois state,
in which the municipal administration is a
cog surrounded by a genuine straii-jacket.
The city governments possess no autonomy
to speak of. Even in the administration of
municipal affairs, the state apparatus sub-
jects the city governments to a control much
more powerful than that of the citizens:
manifeld financial control over the budget,
spending, and possibilities of borrowing;
thus the city budget is made up of the
crumbs the state feels like leaving to the
cities. The fight for democracy in the cities
thus requires a fight against the bourgeois
state apparatus and can achieve success
only by replacing the bourgeois state with a
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the municipal elections

We will do this against all the formations of
the right, against all those responsible for
the anti-worker - policy of the present
government and its predecessor, but also
against the parties of the Union de la
Gauche, which reject any policy that would
permit the costs of the crisis to be borne by
the capitalists and not by the workers and
other popular layers. It is not our intention
to prevent the CP and SP from conserving
or extending their positions in the municipal

In addition, since Gaullism came to
power, the tutelage of the central state over
municipal institutions has been strength-
ened. The budgetary strangling of most
cities bears testimony to this. Only the
‘right thinking' cities receive significant
subsidies from the regime. The limited
political independence the cities could have
commanded thus tends purely and simply to
disappear.

Our participation in the municipal elec-
tions therefore does not aim at sustaining
the illusion that a city can be transformed
into an ‘island of socialism’ in a state that
remains fundamentally bourgeois. Even
with revolutionaries at their head, city
governments in the context of the present
society and institutions would have no
greater resources with which to profoundly
alter the conditions of the workers. Thus,
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elections against the right. We affirm right
now that this will determine who we will
vote for on the second round of the
elections.

The presentation of ‘For socialism, for
workers power’ slates will enable all the
workers, all popular voters:

- To say that they have had enough of the
right and of politicians in the service of the
employers and their state;

- To say-that they have firmly decided not

Defend the interests of the workers in
the municipal elections

simply managing the city institutions, even
‘democratically’, a logic which aims solely
at reorganising municipal institutions as an
integral part of an allegedly ‘democratised’
bourgeois state.

That said, in our programme we do
propose increasing the budgetary resources
of the cities in the framework of our general
struggle for:

- elimination of the sales tax (VAT);

- a fiscal system esseutially directed
against the capitalists and those with large
incomes.

We will participate in all mobilisations to
demand that the state subsidise all the
urgent projects which the cities are unable
to carry out because of lack of funds. Like-
wise we support extending the competences
of the municipal councils, against the tute-
lage of the prefectures and the central
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to bear the cost of the crisis and are
prepared to fight for this without waiting
until 1978, whatever the results of the
elections;

- But also to say that they have no
confidence in the compromise policy of the
parties of the left, and that if these parties
enter the government, they are determined
not to allow them to carry out the policy of
the right as they have done so often in the
past.

function of the mayor as agent of both the
state and the city. The mayor’s powers must
be reduced to those of a simple executive of
the municipal council.

But we know that such changes can be
achieved only through an overall struggle
by the entire toiling population against the
bourgeois state. Moreover, this is true even
of the limited demand that the cities be re-
imbursed for the VAT, the battle cry of the
parties of the Union de la Gauche.

Nevertheless, it is in the context of the
city that the toiling population finds itself
confronted by the thousand and one prob-
lems that flow from the capitalist organisa-
tion of society. It is thus in the context of
the city that revolutionaries can demon-
strate, deal with, and link together the
many aspects of capitalist society's inability
to assure a life worthy of men and women
Far-all thace whn create eocial waalih
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WE INTEND TO CONDUCT THE CAMPAIGN AROUND THE FOLLOWING THEMES:

Develop the possibilities of

workers control

Democracy is a fiction today. A genuine
municipal democracy would require that
the elected representatives of the workers be
under the constant control of those who
voted for them. It would require permanent
participation by the toiling population in all
the affairs and decisions of the cities, which
in turn requires that they have the time and
information with which to do so.

Elected officials should be recallable at
any time. But this is not the case today;
elected local officials are not recallable by
the volers. The mayor himself, once desig-
nated for his six-year term, can be removed
by the minister of the interior but not by the

municipal council. And the council itself
can be censured by the prefect if he decides
that any council decision is ‘illegal’.

The workers will not be able to radically
overturn this situation unless there is a
central political change. But it would be
possible, beginning right now, for a muni-
cipal council that really represented the in-
terests of the workers to place the council
and all important municipal decisions under
the direct control of the workers and toiling
layers of the city. To do this, it would aid
the development of organs of struggle and
control that include both voters and non-
voters, to any and all organisations that

represent the toiling population (trade
unions, tenants associations, users of public
services, ete.).

These organs, which could take various
forms (neighbourhood or local commis-
sions, struggle committees on particular
problems, etc.), provided they were genuin-
ely democratic mass bodies, would have the
right to propose and control, would have de
facto power over the questions with which
they deal. Revolutionaries would commit
the municipal council to respect the deci-
sions of these organs and to submit to their
control.

Support the struggles of the

workers and the toilers

No municipal government can replace the
struggle of the people themselves, but a
municipal government thai really represents
the interests of the toiling population would
fully support the struggle of the workers
and all the exploited or oppressed layers of
the population, in particular women, youth
and immigrants

This implies moral and material support
to all the organisations these workers or
layers of the population in struggle create
democratically: trade unions, committees,
various associations. This implies, in addi-
tion to financial support to the full extent
possible, placing the offices and material
resources of the city government at the dis-
posal of these organisations.

* The municipal government will sup-
port striking workers (free services for
strikers and their families, canteens, etc.),
respecting the decisions made democrati-
cally by the workers in struggle.

+ The municipal government will grant
all aid to women struggling and organising

against their oppression and double exploi-
tation; it will support and strive to satisfy
their essential demands:

— possibility of information on sexuality
and contraception for women and men in
consultation centres as close as possible to
work places and housing areas;

— equal rights and employment possibili-
ties, equal job training and wages with men;

— total freedom of abortion through the
development of adequate facilities, staffed
by competent personnel, in each hospital;

— complete reimbursement by social sec-
rity, development of child-care centres and
nursery schools with mixed and well-trained
personnel and with adequate material facili-
ties;

— free availability of meeting places and
discussion halls (women’s centres).

« The municipal government will extend
full aid to unemployed workers so that they
may come together and struggle. It will
support and strive to satisty their demands
(free transporiation, unemployment sti-

pends to all those unemployed); it will faci-
litate links between employed and unem-
ployed workers in the fight to reduce the
workweek and hire unemployed workers. It
will strive to force the offices of the
national employment agency (o remain
open permanently so that the unemployed
can organise and meet with the workers and
trade unions of the factories in the area.

* The municipal government will
strive 1o foster class solidarity between
French and immigrant workers against
racism and will ban all racist propaganda in
the territory of the city. It will place at the
disposal of the immigrant workers material
resources enabling them to safeguard their
own culture.

# The municipal government will mate-
rially and politically support the workers in
uniform, backing their demands and their
struggles for the right to organise. It will
demand the right of a municipal commis-
sion to inspect all barracks.

Defence and extension of

democratic rights

A municipal government, even one head-
ed by revolutionaries, would be unable to
prevent money from continuing to confer
privileges, even in the realm of the ex-
pression of ideas. But by genuinely and
completely placing its offices and material
resources at the disposal of the population, a
municipal government representing the in-
terests of the toiling population would con-
siderably alter the present situation.

All the political and trade union organi-
sations of the workers and toiling layers,
with no exclusion or restriction, will have
the possibility of freely using the offices and
means of expression commanded by the

The problems that relate to the condi-
tions of life cannot be resolved in the frame-
work of the cities and within the limits of
their present material resources. To simul-
taneously build housing, child-care centres,
schools, and hospitals, to be able to staff
them with qualified personnel, to establish
a comfortable and effective network of
mass transportation certainly exceeds the
material resources currently at the disposal
of municipal governments. Nonetheless, the
city budget will be subjected to the control
of the entire toiling population; it will be
determined in consultation with this popu-
lation and its organisations.

But regardless of the financial resources
that limit its projects, the municipal gov-

municipal government. They would thus be
guaranteed the right of assembly and ex-
pression, in reality and not merely in
theory. Open to all the population, the city
offices (with the aid of permanent posters,
open municipal bulletins, etc.) would be-
come a real permanent living forum in
which all people could present their prob-
lems and attempt to resolve them.

The municipal government will stand on
the side of the workers in struggle in oppo-
sing the intervention of the official or para-
llel police of the employers and the regime.
In order to effectively oppose police occu-
pations of factories and homes, evictions

Change the conditions of life

ernment  will politically and materially
support all struggles 1o improve the living
conditions of the population, which are in
fact struggles against the state: the fight for
free transit, for child-care centres, for ade-
quate public services, against pollution, for
health-care centres, for women'’s centres.
Although it is not possible for the muni-
cipal government to construct decent hous-
ing for all, it nonetheless can aid in organi-
sing the populdtion around this important
problem, among others. In order to put an
end to the scandal of vacant housing while
there are so many ili-housed people or
people living in the streets, the municipal
government, aided by neighbourhood com-
mittees, will make a count of the vacant

and seizures of the property of tenants and
immigrant workers, it will foster the devel-
opment of workers self-defence.

No confidence will be placed in the police,
even the local police, in the maintenance of
order. We will base ourselves on the
collective organisation of the workers. And
the municipal government would do every-
thing:

— To alert the population to the police
harassment to which youth and immigrants
are particularly subject;

— To shed maximum light on the activity
of the local repressive organs (police sta-
tions, precinct stations, €tc.).

housing and the needs of the population.

It will support all occupations of vacant
housing. Likewise, supported by neigh-
bourhood committees, all the workers
organisations, and (enanis associations, it
will call upon the entire population to
defend workers threatened with eviction or
seizure of property and to prevent these
incidents, which will rise rapidly given the
crisis and unemployment. .

Municipal governments in the hands of
real representatives of the interests of the
workers would be able to aid the struggles
of the workers and all the oppressed layers
of the popuiation. This would signifi-
cantly change the conditions under which
these struggles unfold.

LIGUE COMMUNISTE REVOLUTIONNAIRE, LUTTE OUVRIERE, ORGANISATION COMMUNISTE DES YRAVAILLEURS
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Second Conference of

French Trotskyists

THE SECOND CONGRESS of
the Ligue Communiste Revolu-
tionnaire [LCR], French section of
the Fourth International, took
place in Paris at the end of last
month. Held from 27-30 January
the conference was widely and
somelimes sensationally portrayed
in both the far left and bourgeois
press as a ‘congress of crisis’.
There was only an element of
truth in the characterisation. The
whole of the far left in France is
experiencing serious  problems.
This is the product of a political
situation dominated by the pro-
gress of the Union of the Left (the
electoral bloc of the Communist
Party, Socialist Party and the
bourgeois Movement of Left Rad-
icals around the ‘Common Pro-
gramme’) and the widespread ex-
pectation of its victory in the
parliamentary elections in 1978.

PASSIVITY

This expectation, allied to a high
level of unemployment, has en-
couraged a passivity in the working
class. Workers ask themselves,
why struggle when the regime is
finished anyway.

This consciousness is reinforced
and promoted by the leaders of the
Communist and Socialist parties
and the two big union confedera-
wons. The reformists have system-
atically refused to organise a
centralised response to the Giscard
government's austerity program-
me (the Barre Plan), or against
rising unemployment.

The organisations of the far left
are finding it difficult to swim
against the tide of these electoral

ilusions. Consequently, they find
themselves with little  political
weight. But at the same time the

far lefi orgamisations are more

deeply implanted than ever before
in the working class, at natienal
union conferences and in

the

WHAT’S ON

turday before publi-
cation. thss 2p per word except for
general movement evenls.

BRISTOL Socialist Challenge Forum:
Yeland — A Better Life for AlI?
Speakers: John Sullivan, Steve Bell.
Tues. 22 Feb, 7.30pm at Baptist Mills
Centre, Horley Road, St Werburgh's
(off Mina Road, nr M32}.

HALF MOON Theatre, 27 Alie St..
London E1: till Sat 19 Feb, 'Regina
versus Stephens’, a play about the
British legal sg_ stem by David illing-
worth. 8pm. Ticket details: 01-480

6465,

MANCHESTER CACTL Benefit: Fri 18
Feb, with music from Harpoon and
poetry from John Cooper Clark, plus
disco. 8 till late (late bar), at The Squat,
Devas St., Manchester. Also regional
CACTL meeting, 7pm, Fri 18 Feb, same

place. ;
‘WOMEN and Ireland’: public meeting,

Fri 18 Feb, 7.30pm, Lambeth
Town Hall, Room 125.

“WHICH WAY for the Working Women's
Charter Campaign?' The C will be

holding their Mational Conference in
London on 21-22 May. Venue to be

announced later. All enquiries to 1a-

Camberwell Grove, Lonaon SES (01-701
4173).
BIRMINGHAM Trades Council Confer-
ence on Racialism: Sat 19 Feb, starts
10.30am. Digbeth Civic Hall. Creden-
tials from Birmingham Trades Council,
Ruskin Buildings, 191 Corporation St.,
Birmingham.
ETHIOPIAN Cultural Evenlé Fri 18
Feb, 7pm onwards at the LSE. Organi-
sed by British Ethiopian Information
Group and LSE Afro-Asian Society.
PORTUGAL/CHILE/BRITAIN: Popular
power/ popular culture, 3-day festival,
1&;19! Februarv at Conwa'x Hall and
Cinema. London. For details
phone 01 -511 0931.
‘THE AUTONOMY of the Women's
Movement’ — Fg:amphtet originally pub-
fished by MSR in Ireland, reproduced

Cardlﬂ' IMG for IMG Fund Drive.

le copies 15p plus s.a.e. Reduced
rates for branches: 5 copies 40p plus
gmage 10 copies 70p plus Rosta e;

oopias£2 50 plusgostage vailable
from S. Bell, 11 Pen-y-wain Place,

h, Cardiff.

O KILLED John Short' and other
poems by IMG militant Steve Bell. All
profits towards IMG Fund Drive. Single
copies 30p plus s.a.e. Half price for 5

«&r more copies. Available from S. Bell,

11 Pen-y-wain Place, Roath, Cardiff.
BENGALI FRIENDS in Europe and
etsewhere, for Bengali bool and
Srani-Dal-Biplab (Fourth International
paper) contact: Bengali, c/o Inter-
nationalen, Box 3274, 10365 Stock-
holm, Sweden.
TRADE UNION Democracy and the
Social Contract' — Engineering Voice
meeting. 12 noon, Sat Feb,
ian Bar, Hurst St, Birmingham.
include Alan Thornett (candi-
Hada in TR alacrtinnel

The French section

national,

of the Fourth
meeting in congress three weeks

Inter-

ago, drew a balance sheet of the problems
encountered in two years of growth. RENE
CHARRON and STEVE POTTER report.

leadership of numerous localised
struggles.

So the problems facing the LCR
arise in a situation where the
organisation has increased the
proportion of workers within its
ranks and continued to improve its
intervention into the trade unions.
The Ligue has also experienced a
13 per cent growth in its member-
ship since its last conference two
years ago and now numbers 7,000
members and organised sympathi-
Sers.

The two main debates at the
Second Congress centred on poli-
tical perspectives in France and
party organisation. Four tenden-
cies expressed themselves during
the debate (tendencies A, B, D, E).
Tendency D represented the posi-
tions of the outgoing Central
Committee majority. Numerically,
the strongest opposition formed
around Tendency A.

BLOC

Criticising Tendency D’s anal-
ysis of the Union of the Left,
Tendency A characterised the bloc
as a Popular Front and put for-
ward the demand ‘For a Govern-
ment of the Communist Party and
Socialist Party without bourgeois

NAC National Conference, Sat. 19
March, South Bank Polytechnic,
London.

LONDON Socialist Feminist meeting
on Women's Unemployment: 13 March
Caxton House, St John's Way, N18
(women only).

ALL-LAMBETH Anti-Racist Movement
public meeting: Mon 21 Feb, 7.30pm,
Brixton Centre, 2 St Matthews Rd,
Featuring Broadside Mobile Workers
Theatre, Alex Lyon MP, Grunwick
speaker.

ALL-LAMBETH Anti-Racist Movement
Conference: Sat 12 March, Stockwell
Hall, Stockwell Park Rd, Brixton SW9,
Open conference with delegations.
Contact: ALARM, c/o Student Union,
gguth Bank Polytechnic, 7 Rotary St,
‘ONE YEAR On From the Sex Dis-
crimination Act’: vﬂubllc meeting orga-
nised by Cardiff West LPYS. Speakers
include Ann Clwyd, Anne Cesek (Rally
planning committee). Sat 19 Feb,
2.30pm, Oddfellows Hall, Newport Rd.
Creche provided.

CELEBRATE International Women's
Day with Cardiff Red Weekly suppor-
ters. Social, Fri 11 March, 7.30pm,
Morland’s Hotel, Splott.

‘SOUTHERN AFRICA: The Struggle
Continues'. Public meeting co-spon-
sored by Campaign Against Racism in
the Media and Journalists Charter.
Speakers: Eric Abraham (escaped
South African journalist), Nkosazana
Diamini (SASO vice-president), Abdul
S. Minty (AAM), and a member of the
National Union of Journalists MNEC.
Thurs 3 March, 6.30pm, St Bride's,
Bride Lane (off Fleet St), EC4.

THE RE-AWAKENING: February issue
now out of journal produced by
Chinese militants on the class struggle
in China and Hong Kong. Contains
articles in both English and Chinese on
the situation in China since the death
of Mao and on Sino-Soviet relations.
Price 15p (inc p&p) from Red Books,
182 Pentonville Road, London N1,
INTERNATIONAL Communist League
public meeting: ‘Imperialism and the
Class Struggle in the Middle East'.
Speaker: Jack Price. Sunday 20 Feb-
ruary, 7.45pm, at the Roebuck, 108a
Tottenhami Court Road (Warren St
tube).
‘TROTSKYISM and Revolution': Geoff
Raoberts (CP) debates John Ross (IMG).
Thurs 17 Feb, 7.30pm, at Collegiate
Theatre Conference Room, Gordon St.,
WC1. Organised by University College
Fl Soc/Comsoc.
WEST GLAMORGAN demo against the
cuts: Swansea, Sat 19 Feb. Assemble
10.30am, Dyfatty Lights. Rally with
Emlyn Williams (S. Wales NUM) and
speakers from NUPE, NUS, EGA.
POLISH WORKERS Defence Cam-
aign: Film Benefit with film from Po-
and and speakers. Wed. 23 Feb, 7pm.
Seats £1.50, unemployed/students
50p Other Cinema, Tottenham St.,
All proceeds to Polish Workers
Defenoe ampaign in Warsaw.
FOUR DAYS of Marxist discussion on
the Soviet Union: on the class charac-

toar Cealiniem anliticasl assmoErmg

participation’.

Tendency D was not opposed to
this demand, and saw the main
element of the class collaboration
of the Union of the Left not in the
inclusion of the Movement of Left
Radicals (a very small bourgeois
formation), but in its refusal to
break with the institutions of the
bourgeois state, specifically the
Constitution of the Fifth Republic
which arose out of the Gaullist
coup of 1958,

Further criticisms of Tendency
A centred on Tendency D’s anal-
ysis of how to relate to the workers

breaking with illusions in the
leadership of the CP and SP, its
policy for the unity of the far left
and its united front tactics in
relation to the reformist parties.

Tendency B claimed the main
problem of the organisation lay in
the lack of a high proportion of
proletarian cadres and its adaption
to the ‘new petty bourgeoisie’,
which is how they characterised
salaried layers.

Formed a few weeks before the
Congress, Tendency E submitted a
series of amendments to the poli-
tical theses of Tendency D. These

FACTS ON THE LCR

+ The occupations of members.

Members

Manual

workers 13%
Office workers 21%
Technicians 6%
Administrators 6%
Teachers 20%
Students 22%
School

Students 2%
Apprentices 2%
Unemployed 5%

* Proportion according tosex
Women
Men ?0%

1st Congress Sympathisers

12% 14%
17% 19%
5% 5%
3% e
21% 1%
16% 26%
4.6% 16%
0.3% 1%
4% 2%
29% 37%
"% 63%

* Pmpg rtion of local leaderships according to sex

24%
76%

Women
Men

16%
84%

* The average age of LCR members is 25.8 years, and the
average length of membership 3.9 years.

+ Unionisation — 64% of all members are in unions as
compared to 53% at the last congress.

APres CMois D PREPRRATION....

concentrated on ‘a lack of precis-
ion on the nature of the Union of
the Left, on the phenomenon of
radicalisation of the working class
and on our tactic of the ‘workers
united front’. On the question of
organisation... (Tendency D)...
were reduced to technical solu-
tions, which, positive as they might
be, would not be effective without
a mobilisation of the organisation
on this question.’

During the Congress these
amendments were accepted by
Tendency D and the two tenden-
cies fused on this basis.

‘CRISIS’

Those aspects of the malfunc-
tioning of the LCR were described
by all the currents in the debate as
a ‘crisis of the organisation’. The
main themes of this debate were
the democratic processes of the or-
ganisation, the political training of
militants, the role of the daily
Rouge (the LCR's paper) and its

- relationship to the organisation,

the proletarianisation of the LCR
and the functioning of its leader-
ship at all levels.

But the predominant question
was the situation of women inside
the Ligue. Tendency A thought
that this issue was ‘very intimately
linked to the orientation of the
organisation in the women’s move-
ment’. Tendency E tried to dem-
onstrate ‘the failure of the leader-
ship to take in hand our women'’s
intervention’.

Replying to this debate, Tend-
ency D, while locating the problem
in the context of the development
of the movement against women's
oppression, made a series of con-
crete organisation proposals for
the greater participation of women
at all levels of the organisation —

in particular, for an expanded
number of women and workers to
be elected to the Central Commit-
tee.

WOMEN

A new factor in the pre-Con-
gress discussion was the appear-
ance of ‘work groups’, who refu-
sed to form tendencies, saying they
did not aim to present a global
alternative for the LCR. Some
women delegates requested rights
of tendency for a non-mixed

_group (exclusively of women com-

rades). This latter demand was
rejected by the Congress,

One of the largest work groups
from Brest defended the essential
positions of the First Congress of
the Ligue, in particular asserting
that the organisation of the broad
workers vanguard was the precon-
dition for the fight for the workers
united front. On the organisational
front, they put forward criticisms
of the leadership’s method of
work.

VOTE

On the vote on the political
theses, those of Tendency D receiv-
ed 53.5 per cent of the vote,
Tendency A 23.5 per cent, Tend-
ency B 4.7 per cent; the various
work groups received a total of
10.8 per cent; and there were 7.5

per cent abstentions or
no votes. On the organi-
sational theses, Tendency D

got just 50 per cent of the vote,
Tendency A got 23.4 per cent,
Tendency B 4.8 per cent and the
“amendments of the Brest work
group 14.7 per cent.

The Central Committee elected|
by the Congress included repres-
entation of all the tendencies. Of
the 60 comrades elected, 15 were
women,

FARLEFT

Large numbers of messages and
greetings were received by the
Congress from sections of the
Fourth International as well as
other far left groupings. Enthus-
iastic applause greeted the addres-
ses of the Lutte Ouvriere and the
Organisation Communiste  des
Travailleurs (lately Revolution!).
The LCR has just concluded an
electoral pact for the municipal
elections with these two organisa-
tions (see pages 6-7) under the
slogan ‘For Socialism, for Work-
ers Power’.

The extremely positive and frat-
ernal speeches of the comrades
representing these groups inspired
the hope among many delegates
that the pact will be one more step
in the process of joint action and
debate towards regroupment of the
far left to confront the decisive
political battles on the horizon.
René Charron & Steve Potter

Advertisement

IMG Notes

IMG School on the Family, for members
and close contacts. Saturday 5 March.
London. Details of venue from branch
organiser, Kits for the school (which
include selections from Mitchell, Evelyn
Reedand Gough , aswellas the FI World
Congress Document on Women's Op-
pression) are now available at £1. Order
through branch organiser. Limited
stocksonly —firstcome, first served.
ASTMS/AUT Fraction. Saturday 19
February. Manchester,

IMG Women's Liberation National Frac-
tion. One representative per branch,
pooled fare. Saturday 19 February,
10.30am at National Centre.

IMG NAC National Fraction, One repre-
sentative per branch. Sunday 20 Feb-
ruary,10.30am. Al 182 Pentonville Road.
National IMG Teachers Commission.
Sunday 20 February.

Iberian Commission. Sunday 20 Feb-
ruary, 11am. At National Centre.
National IMG Teachers Fraction. Sun-
day 27 February.

‘Socialist Review'. New IMG bulletin for
sale to members and sympathisers, and
supporters of the IMg only. Contents
include National Committee document
on present conjuncture and the IMG's
tasks: and document on newspaper.
Plus documents on elections and the
Race Reiations Act, relating to NC and
PCdebates. Price 10p. Make sure youget



Peaceful
read an

As a member of the Communist
Party of Great Britain may | say that
after reading the draft for the NEW
British Road to Socialism that there
isacaseofclasscollaboration.

The CPGB is supposed to be a
proletarian party, but in the draft it
seems that we are moving centrist
toattract liberals! To even consider
the possibility of socialism in a
peaceful manner is an illusion,
soon shattered by taking the prec-
edent of Chile.

Comrade Allende virtually
committed suicide by allowing
collaboration with the liberals pras
L.Bronstein would have said,with
the Mensheviks. Let us not make
the samemistake!

In the past the CPGB has in
moments of stress been able to
motivate the masses into action
against fascist elements. To unite
the working masses is one thing, to
capitulateto the liberals — No!

Even Lenin whilst in exile con-
demned the Menshevik attitude of a
peaceful way to socialism. The
flagrantdisregard for our comrades
who havedied in past revolutions to
give us strength for today’'s strug-
gle are being abused by this
publication.

Certainly we want socialism, but
not by capitulation to valive
groups.

J, MONKSFIELD (Leeds Commu-
nist Party)

* See page 5 for our comments on
thedraft British Road.

A

Transkei
and AA

lamvery pleased to see Red Weekly
is taking up the issue of South
Africa in a serious way and is
discussing pamphlets like those of
Hemson and Legassick and Good
and Williams [Red Weekly, 10
February] which attempt to place
the solidarity campaign in its
working class and international
context.

British socialists engaged in
solidarity work with the oppressed
masses in South Africa should
seriously take up the study of South
Africa’s history. Unfortunately the
prevalent interpretation on the
British left, which is spread by
the Anti-Apartheid Movement and
its supporters, is often misleading
and sometimes pernicious in its
consequences.

The word ‘apartheid’ was only
coined in the 1947 election mani-
festo of the Afrikaner Nationalist
Party. But the practice of corralling
Africans in rural reserves, from
which they are forced by over-
crowding and poverty to go forth
and sell their labour power,dates
back to nineteenth century British
colonialism.

The post-1948 governments
merely introduced new refinements
ending by offering Africans ‘indep-
endence’in their‘homelands’.

However, it should be realised
thatthe AAM is, atthepresent time,
more interested in preventing the
Transkei ‘Republic’ getting a seat

| was disappointed by your lead article of 27 January,
‘The Charge is Racism, But others guilty with Powell’.
Youshould have said ‘Prosecute Powell Now'.

You flunked the issue. The headline appeared to
encourage the pro-prosecutionists, but then went oft
into a long tirade against the ‘others’. These included
the Labour Government, several individual Labour
MPs, the Home Office, Fleet Street, the police and the
Mational Front.

In other words the article discouraged those who
want to prosecute Powell by seeking to remind them
that everybody else is a racist too. =

Your statement that the call of black organisations
for Powell to >e prosecuted should be supported’
therefore appears hypocritical. You say that this call ‘is
nowhere near enough on its own to deal with the racist
menace’. Fair point. But who thinks that it would be
‘enough’? Do you imagine that those who would lead
the fight for prosecution (the black organisations, etc)
are indifferent to the record of others on your list?
Surely the real issue is not whether it is enough, but
whethersuchanaction would promote the struggle?

In my view it would do a great deal. Powell is not just
anyracist — anothernameon thelist. Heis the leader of
theracistcause, thecanon of racist orthodoxy, the man
who makes it most respectable. A move to do him down
— in any way possible — would mobilise very broad
forces indeed, leave aside the impact of a successful
prosecution of the racists. You may disagree. But then
you should say what will mobilise large forces at the
moment.

You avoid these questions by offering speculation.
‘Theruling class courts’, you continue, ‘and the ruling
class Parliament will not eagerly turn on a member of
their own establishment’. In other words, forget about
prosecution becauseitisinherently unlikely. But if you
agree that it would make a contribution to the struggle
shouldn’t you be trying to make it more likely? Instead
the effect of your position is to discourage those who
want to fight.

You finish up by saying ‘There can be no reliance on
Parliament, no reliance on the courts... self-organisa-
tion is the only guarantee’. But in practice you seem to
dismiss all legal or parliamentary action as of no value
to the struggle for self-organisation.

As revolutionary Marxists we have strong views on
what the most effective long range methods of struggle
are. Hence we urge extra-parliamentary in preference to
parliamentary methods. Butwecan'talliow thisto stand
abovestruggling byany means to hand.

| shouldn't think that the victim of a racist assault
much cares who or what tries to silence Powell.-For us
to make our preferences an obstacle in the way of
grabbing all available weapons — that is /eft
sectarianism. Full support for prosecuting Powell!
DAVEBAILEY |London]

Prosecuting
Powe EHfJIjD

e

* Dave Bailey is wrong. We should not be in favour of
doing Powell down ‘in any way possible’. Forexample,
wearenotinfavourofindividual terroragainst Powellor
Powellites because this would not in any way
encourage mass action against racism. Similarly we
arenotducking the issue when we state our support for
the call by black organisations for Powell to be
prosecuted. We agree with Dave Bailey that we should
bein favourofsuchacallifitstimulated mass action.

The fact that black organisations are supporting this
callis one important index of the fact that it would. It is
not the method of struggle we would choose, bul it
would be completely sectarian to stand aside from any
movement that developed around this demand on the
LabourGovernment.

Comrade Bailey misunderstands our statement that
such a call is ‘nowhere near enough' to deal with the
racist menace. We know that the leaders of black
organisations areawareof the widespread racismin the
establishment. The necessity for mass action to
accompany the calls for prosecution is all the more
evident as we saw over the summer how these leaders,
particularly those now most vociferous in their calls to
prosecute Powell, tried to derail the mass movement of
black youth intoreformist and legalistic methods.

Finally, Dave Bailey is only partially correct when he
says weurgeextra-parliamentary methods because ‘we
have strong views on what the mosteffective long range
methods of struggleare’. Wealso think that they are the
mosteffective 'shortrange'methods.

It is for this reason that we judge every use of
parliamentary or legal methods from the criterion of
ghg!heu’fhe!ps the development of the mass struggle.

DS.

FORE FIELTs b

FARE FIGHT was surprised to see

collector. He says that the ticket

Spreading these distortions

the attack on the campaign against
tube fare rises in your Letters Page
(Red Weekly, 3February).

Martin Eady makes a number of
claims about the campaign, among
them that the number of transport
workers supporting the campaign
is ‘extremely small' and that the
campaigners have been 'less than
tactful’.

FARE FIGHT has never preten-
ded to campaign in a tactful way —
we are consciously attempting to
disrupt London Transport's bur-
eaucracy. The alternative
permanent disruption of the public
transport that will result from LT's
present policies.

However, FARE FIGHT has made
its relations with transport workers
a major priority, explaining the
reasons for our actions to them
whenever possible. That comrade
Eadyisnotaticket collectoris clear
from his remarks that ‘deferred
payment slips involve conductors
(?2?) in a vast amount of extra
paperwork’.

Where station managers have
forced ticket collectors to fill in
forms for the slips, FARE FIGHT
campaigners have used pre-printed
ready-filled-in forms to do the
ticketcollector'sjobforhim{ her,

Comrade Eady's alternative, bill-
edin yourheadline as ‘How to fight
for lower fares’, consists of dem-
anding a receipt from the ticket

to have the right to decide whether
he or she wants to be a citizen of
South Africaornot.

They are more interested in
putting ‘pressure’ [through pet-
itions, pickets, etc] on the British
state and individual capitalist firms
like Barclays Bank to put bureau-
cratic bans on the outflow of British
capital to South Africa than in build-
ing working class actions in the
| trade unions and Labour Party in
| solidarity withthe oppressed.

Unfortunately this is sympto-
matic of a strong trend in the ‘left’
since 1945 which sees international
brotherhood as a function of the

United Nations, World Peace
| Councils and similar jamborees
| rather than an objective necessity
! forthe working class which must be

is the -

Reject
parficipation

collector won't object, ‘being paid
this time’, and that this tactic will
cause effective disruption.

On the contrary, this certainly
will create extra work and would
disrupt only workers and pas
passengers, certainly not London
Transport at 55 Broadway.

In spreading distortions about
the FARE FIGHT campaign, com-
rade Eady is backing up London
Transportwho have been spreading
rumoursdesigned to alienatetrans-
port workers (‘Fare Fight campai-
gners have insulted black ticket
collectors’). London  Transport
have been doing this precisely
because the FF campaign is sup-
ported by many transport workers
(who make up a sizeable proportioh
of theactivecampaigners).

serves only the interests of the LT
bureaucracy as does Red Weekly in
publishing them. Apart from one of
our press releases this is the only
item Red Weekly has published on
the campaign, which is an attempt
to unite workers and passengers in
directactionagainstfarerises.

London Transport is desperately
trying to smash the campaign
before the next round of increases.
Its tactics are: dissuading people
from using slips, alienating LT
workers from the campaign and a

_test case prosecution against three

usersoftheslips.

The way to fight this is through a
massive increase in the number of
people using the slips and by

bloody nose

LAST WEEK workers al Leyland planis gave the company — snd the
union buresucrats — a bloody nose by resoundingly rejecting Leyland's

proposed ‘securily of earnings’ scheme.

Below 1. HAINE reports on what the scheme represents and how ithas o,
been cold-shouldered* while CHARLIE GALLAGHER, Transport and ~ L%1 vesr in Sopes
General Workers Union shop steward al Rover Solihull, tell Red Weekly Lo
about the background to iwo resolutions recently passed by Solihull

workers which chart a different way forward.

CONVENORS' VIEW
- P:“'\. &y v

RICH PALSER

“All hell
broke out’

AALE GALLAGHEN

Wage policy dispute

In Red Weekly (3 February) you
printed a report from Charlie
Gallagher on two  resolutions
recently passed by Rover shop
stewards which, you say, ‘chart a
different way forward' to the 'Secu-
rity of Earnings’ proposals recom-
mended by Senior Stewards and
Leyland Cars.

These resolutions are certainly
‘different’, but I'm surprised that
Red Weekly considers them as the
‘way forward'.

As well as accepting, and seek-
ing to extend, corporate bargain-
ing, the Rover resoclutions accept
wage restraint up to August 1977,
accept all existing penalty clauses
on lay-off, accept the loss of real
wages under the Social Contract,
call merely for a ‘substantial’
increase and offer no way forward
to combat the effects of future
inflation.

In this respect the Rover way
seems more ‘different’ from the
policies put forward by Red Weekly
(including those put forward on the
same page by Rich Palser
under the heading ‘No More Wage
Cuts’ than it is different from the
policies of the Communist Party
convenors and members of the
Leyland Ad Hoc Committee.

Red Weekly has consistently
taken a stand against the Social
Contract and put forward a policy
onwages which is repeated by Rich
Paiser:

, " An across-the-board increase
forall workers to recover the loss of
real wages under stages1 and 2;

* Wages to be tied to rises in the
cost of living, using a cost of living
index calculated by the trade
unions.

linking trapsport users and work-

ers.

PHIL GREEN [pp FARE FIGHT]
(Anyone wanting copies of our
letters to-trade unions, leaflets to
transport workers or books of
deferred payment slips and explan-
atory leaflets, please write to FARE
FIGHT, 60a Turners Road, London

E3.

. l!IED WEEKLY supports the
demands of the FARE FIGHT
campaign. But it is our policy to
encourage debate in the workers
movement. We consider that Mart-
in Eady’s letter and others we have
printed can only strengthen the
campaign through a genuine dis-
cussion of differences on tactics.
We reject Phil Green's claim that
this (s equivalent to ‘spreading
distortions’.

AT BEST, the article in Red Weekly
[3 February] ‘What attitude to
“industrial democracy” * by Chris
‘Balfourisdangerously ambiguous.
At worst, it can be read as arguing
that trade unionists should support
participation schemes as a step on
the road to workers control.

This arises from a failure to
consider the political impact of
worker participation schemes —
namely, that they aim to con
workers into thinking that they can
contribute through such schemes
to getting themselves and the
country out of the mire. In this the
bourgeoisieis already having some
success,and it is but a short step
{from there to thinking that it is In

higher profits.

In other words, the danger is not
just of organisational loss of
independence, as Balfour sug-
gests, but of political and ideologi-
cal collaboration in managing a
capitalist enterprise. The points
about accountability of worker
representatives therefore simply
provide left cover forthe reformists.
For if they were properly account-
able, they would be organising the
workers, nol sitting on the board of
directors.

As experience in West Germany
has shown, faced with a fait
accompli of worker participation,
class conscious workers rightly
ignore the ‘worker directors’, and

workers’ interests to accept redun- startorganising themselvestofight

Worker  participation, or ‘Indus-
trial Democracy’, is a system of
inducing trade unionists to col-
laborate with management, and as
such must be totally rejected,
however nicely it is dressed up by
TUC ‘lefts’. Revolutionaries must
counterposeaseries of transitional
demands which in sum lead to
workers control.

No capitalist will ‘freely disclose’
information that would be of any
value to workers in struggle — we
must counterpose opening of the
books to, or by, a committee
electedforthe purpose.

Instead of listening to manage-
ment sob stories about declining
profits, we must demand workers’
veto over hiring and firing, and
control of the workrate. Instead of
sitting in the boardroom hearing
tales of raw ' material price in-
creases, we must work to establish
workers control over the price the
firm sells its products at.

These and other demands lead
towards the establishment of
workers control, and are absolutely
incompatible with any participa-
tion schemes.

Ihope Red Weekly will continue
in the tradition of the excellent
coverage of the struggle against
participation at British Leyland
Cowley, and repudiate articles
such as Chris Balfour's.

MARTIN EADY (London)

* We invite further letters on the
iOBallank Danar  CEHo

These policies are not drawn up
solely for publicationin your paper,
theyare surely intended to be acted
upon by the working class, to be
fought for by militants as part of a
principled.pregramme of socialist
policies? If Red Weekly is to play a
serious role in the workers’ strug-
gle, it must always present its
policiesclearly and consistently.

In this case, comrade Editors, |
believe it is your responsibility to
take a firm stand against the
policies proposed by the Rover
shop stewards.

Their policy for 'a substantial
increase from 1 August 1977 to all
grades... to takeaccount of therise
in the cost of living over the
previous 12 months' sharply con-
tradicts the policies put forward by
the Red Weekly, as | have outlined
above.

Besides tailing along behind the
diversionary path laid by the Com-
munist Party on wages, the Rover
resolution also accepts Leyland's
position on lay-offs. Strangely,
Charlie Gallagher says he is in
favour of of the widely voiced shop
floor demand for staff status — i.e.
guaranteed annual earnings reg-
ardless of sickness or lay-offs —
yet he supports theresoluton which
calls for the retention of penaity
clauses 'that are already contained
incurrent lay-off agreements’.

Let medetail someof theexisting
penaltyclauses:

* Inany quarter, amaximum of 40
hours payment at 80 per cent grade
rate for any lay-off resulting from
actionin Leyland Cars;

* No payment for lay-off result-
ing from any action inside the plant
or related group of factories (e.g.
Jaguar assembly workers go on the
dole if there is a stoppage in the
Radford engine plant four miles
away);

* No payment in the event of
short timeworking.

Toaccept such restrictionsclear-
ly exposes Gallagher's practical
commitment to winning  staff
status. The only restriction on staff
earnings is when they themselves
take strike action.

How can Red Weekly fail to

oppose such a policy, which dem--
ands that Leyland workers take
responsibility fortheinability of the
eniployers to run the industry
without successive lay-offs?
PAUL MITCHEL [Coventry].
+ We have received other corresp-
ondence on the Rover stewards
wages policy which we will print
next week with a reply from Rich
Palser — EDS.

Why not
Troops Out’

In a recent issue of Red Weekly [3
February], the IMG's Stechford
by-election candidate outlined the
policies that the IMG will be
campaigning for. He outlined a
coherentsocialistoppositiontothe
Social Contract placed within the
framework of the fight for workers
control.

He went on to say that ‘the two
other themes of our campaign will
be the fight against racism and for
women'’s rights’. However he com-
pletely failed to mention the Irish
war.

Is this war still considered by the
IMG to be ‘the acid test for British
revolutionaries’? If so, could you
please explain why the IMG's
candidate is not standing on a
platform which highlights the
demand for the immediate with-
drawal of British troops from
Ireland?

After all, the stated purpose of
the IMG by-election campaign is ‘to
highlight the anti-working class
policies of the Labour Govern-
ment’.

PETERSTEWART (London)

* Bad editing removed the section
on anti-imperialist struggles from
an extremely lengthy interview.
Brian Heron informs us that the
demand of ‘Troops Out Now From
Ireland’ is included in his election
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The far right’s

strateqy of tension §

LAST WEEK Spanish police freed the two prominent
politicians kidnapped by GRAPO and arrested a number
of members of the group. It is curious that this came only
two days after the Government had imposed press
censorship on this issue. This means that papers like El
Pais, which has conclusive information on the identity of

GRAPO, have been gagged.

Red Weekly was the first paper to point out how and
why GRAPO is part of a right-wing ‘strategy of tension’ in
Spain, designed to escalate political terror to provoke an

army coup. This

two-part

investigation by CHRIS

O’BRIEN examines the role of the Spanish far right in the
international ‘strategy of tension’.

THE PHRASE ‘strategy of ten-
sion’ originated in Italy. Although
its meaning has been extended to
include the operations of left-wing
organisations, it describes a con-
scious orientation by the various
fascist groups towards an escala-
tion of political violence until
bourgeois democracy becomes un-
workable and the army is forced to
intervene to stabilise capitalist
rule.

An integral part of this strategy
is the existence of a large network
of fascist sympathisers within the
army and the security forces.

The present violence in Italy
coincides with the trial arising
from the Milan bomb attacks of
1969, which marked the beginning
of the strategy of tension. Recent
events follow the same pattern.
Violence by the right is answered
by demonstrations. Fascists open-
ed fire on a demonstration last
week seriously wounding three
people.

British Leyland fa
way but are fadling

s could pay their
suse of manifestly

NEWSPEAK EX

‘Even active, class-conscious trade
unionists — even those who have
led strikes — grant a legitimacy
and truthfulness to TV reporting,
which is not accorded to the press.’

That was how Paul Walton,
speaker at the second of the IMG’s
Marxism & the Mass Media for-
ums, introduced his survey on TV
coverage of industrial disputes. He
is a member of the Glasgow Uni-
versity Media Group, which pub-
lished their findings last year in a
little-publicised book Bad News.
His speech on the overt anti-
working class bias of TV news was
illustrated with video clips taken
from all three channels.

Firstly there is language. Tele-
vision news-bulletins on industrial
disputes give the impression that
(a) wage rises cause inflation, (b)
most strikes are irrational, (c)
practically every strike is over pay,
and (d) there areno causes of such
disputes.

Secondly through visual ‘inter-
ference’ — editing etc. which often
gives the impression that people
are replying to questions they
weren't even asked!

Thirdly there is a more subtle
process at work which is used to
downgrade workers, compared to
management, in news interviews —
curtains for the bosses, brick walls
or the open street for the workers.

Lastly in terms of ‘balance’,
although management and work-
ers’ representatives are given equal
‘time, hosts of government offi-

There have also been a series of
bombings attributed to the far left.
The principal organisation involv-
ed is the NAP, an organisation as
shady as GRAPO and probably
with the same origins.

UNDERGROUND

Fascism in Italy has continued to
exist since the fall of Mussolini in
1943, The Republic of Salo, the
last fascist outpost, drew up plans
for the continuation of fascism
underground. But the most impor-
tant development was the split of
Ordine Nuovo from the forerunner
of the present MSI, the legal fascist
organisation, in 1957.

This was followed in the 1960s
by the formation of the Revolu-
tionary Action Groups and later
Avanguardia Nazionale by Stef-
ano delle Chiaie. It was these
organisations which initiated the
strategy of tension.

evasperation at the wnies of
Tutile strikes withie the
corporaton

striking workers.

This is accentuated by the fact
that 70-90% of televised strikes are
unofficial, so that much of the
time ‘workers’ representatives’
(trade union bureaucrats) are
themselves presenting anti-strike
views!

But in the Glasgow dustcart
drivers’ strike and the Cowley
engine-tuners’ strike in early 1975
— ‘politically sensitive’ disputes —
even these norms were brutally
disregarded. In the Glasgow case,
for example, during 104 bulletins
and 20 interviews, the case for the
strike was never put, nor was one
striking worker interviewed!

Not surprisingly the TV com-
panies have not welcomed the
Glasgow group's study — apart
from ignoring it on publication,
ITN has now taken out a suit of
‘defamation’ against the group
and their publisher.

A campaign to defend them, in a
court-case which could cost
£25,000, must be linked to the be-
ginnings of a campaign by the left
against this gross distortion of the
electronic media. Perhaps through
this we may begin to convince
workers that TV is not ‘neutral’ or
more reliable than the Express or
the Sun.

CARL GARDNER

MARXISM and the Mass Media: series
of for‘tnightéy forums. Sun 20 Feb:
‘Sexism and Racism Iin the Mass
Media'. Speakers: Mandy Merck and

Delle Chiaie was able to build
solid links with members of the
secret police and army who fav-
oured a coup. By 1969 the prepa-
ration was over and the fascist
terror started.

ARRESTS

The state’s response was identi-
cal to that of the Spanish Govern-
ment today. A wave of arrests of
left-wingers took place. The
scapegoat for the 1969 bombings
was an anarchist, Pietro Valpreda,
whilé another anarchist, Giuseppe
Pinelli, ‘committed suicide’ at a
police headquarters.

The Reggio Calabria revolt of .

1970 reverted to more traditional
fascist methods, but within the
same strategy. The regionalist sen-
timent of the impoverished south-
ern region of Italy was crystallised

into a mass right-wing revolt. This, -

combined with the heightened
terror, gave rise to three coup
attempts in quick succession.

The best known is the Borghese
plot which followed closely upon
the Reggio riots. Prince Borghese,
a fascist war hero from the Musso-
lini period, was chosen as the
figurehead. After the failure of the
coup he fled the country and was
offered sanctuary in Spain.

MASSACRE

The strategy of tension cul-
minated in the Brescia massacre in
1974, when fascists murdered 16
left-wing demonstrators. Among
those implicated in the killing were
Salvatore Francia and Stefano
delle Chiaie. They too left the
country and were offered sanc-
tuary .... in Spain.

Spain has long been a favourite
refuge for international fascists. It
was one of the centres chosen by
the Nazis in 1945 to deposit funds
to ensure the continuance of
Nazism. Nazi leaders, like the
Croat Ante Pavelic, were wel-

comed by the Franco regime, along
with other assorted rightists. The
most important of these was the
deposed Argentinian president
Juan Peron.

But the Argentinian connection
did not stop there. The first links
of the Spanish far right with
Argentina came through Her-
menegildo Garcia Llorente, a Car-
list leader, who made contact with
‘Tacaura’, which was attached to
the Asociacion para la Defensa de
la Familia y el Estado, the fore-
runner of the Apostolic Anti-
communist Alliance — the Triple
Al

All these separate elements —
Garcia Llorente, delle Chiaie and
Francia and the Triple A — were
to come together with dramatic
consequences at Montejurra last
summer.

The Triple A itself was founded

-+

in Madrid by a Croatian ex-
soldier who had been a member of
Peron’s bodyguard. Initially the
organisation was composed of ex-
members of the OAS, the French
fascist organisation, and Argen-
tinian exiles.

The Triple A pursued a similar
strategy of tension with greater
effect than in Italy. In little more
than a year from the death of
Peron to the dismissal of Lopez
Rega, advisor to Isabelita Peron
and protector of the Triple A, the
organisation carried out more than
2,000 murders, mainly of working
class militants. It consciously fol-
lowed the model of the Death
Squads in Brazil.

The aim was to bring about the
institutionalisation of the fascist
terror, making it the direct respon-
sibility of the security forces. It
had worked in Brazil and it worked
in Argentina. The reason for the
decline in the Triple A since last
year’s coup is that the state has
taken over most of its functions.

‘ANTI-BODY’

Last October, Government
Minister Augusto Guzzeti explain-
ed that the only subversion came
from the left. The revolutionary
left was an ‘anti-body’ which could
not be treated in the same way as
the ‘healthy microbes’ of society.

The far right in Latin America
has generally succeeded in getting
its role ‘institutionalised’. In Eur-
ope the fascists are trying to
reverse a trend in the opposite
direction. The clearest example is
in Portugal, where former mem-
bers of the dictatorship’s secret
police, PIDE, are now swelling the
ranks of the far right organisa-
tions.

A tactic which is becoming
increasingly common is actions by
rightist provocateurs posing as left
wingers. Apart from NAP and
GRAPO the best example is the

killing of the Bolivian Ambassador
in Paris last year by the ‘Che
Guevara International Brigades’.

Le Nouvel Observateur revealed
that this was carried out by a right-
wing group. Zenteno, the ambas-
sador, was increasingly out of
favour with the Banzer regime in
Bolivia and his execution was
staged so as to gain the maximum
prestige for the regime.

The assassination squad was
composed of fascists from a
number of different countries. Its
base was at Iscar, near Valladolid
in Spain. Further investigations by
the Barcelona paper Mundo indi-
cated that the headquarters was
run by a leader of the ‘respectable’
fascist organisation Orden Nuevo.

It is part of an international
fascist network, alternatively
known as the Black.International
or the Fascist International.

e Next Week: The Fascist Inter-
national — Massacre at Monie-
jurra — the CIA, the Spanish
Government and the fascists.

IT IS SURPRISING that the
police were able to overcome the
bloodthirsty GRAPO kidnappers
with no more than one shot being
fired.

But even stranger are the state
ments made on Spanish televisior
by the two kidnapped politicians
Oriol said that he never felt an)
danger and was ‘like a guest in ¢
country house’. Villaescusa, on th
other hand, thought he only had ¢
50-50 chance of getting out alive.

Oriol was asked how he heard o)
Villaescusa’s kidnapping. ‘From
the newspapers’, he answered, ‘i
never saw the General’. Villaescusc
said: ‘We spent 11 days togethei
sharing confinement and surveill
ancealike.’

Does anyone still believe ir
GRAPO?

ROCA victory in sight

WORKERS AT the Roca Radia-
dores factory near Barcelona are
within sight of victory in their three
month strike againstvictimisation.

The first hearing of the Labour
Tribunal dealing with the case of
the 42 sacked workers delegates
was adjourned on 22 January.
Thousands of workers demon-
strated outside the court while the
sacked delegates told the magi-
sirates that any decision must be
approved by the Roca workers
assembly.

The reconvened tribunal on 1
February heard the case of 35 of the
workers and concluded that they
should be reinstated. The com-
pany, of course, will not accept the
decision, butitreflects the growing
solidarity with the Roca workers.

Strikes were organised in more
than thirty factories in the Llob-
regat valley to coincide with the
hearings. Not for the first time in
theirstruggle the workers faced the
attacks of the police and fascists.
On the first day of the tribunal
dozens of police cars and Land
Rovers occupied the centre of
Barcelona to prevent any demon-
stration of solidarity.

BARRICADES

In other parts of the city,
however, police action was less
effective. Warkers built barricades
in the streets to defend themselves
againstpolice attacks.

escaped but the other two were
taken to waste ground where they
were beaten up with ironbars. They
were only saved by the arrival of

. otherworkers.

FIGHTS

At the Bru factory, where there
was no solidarity action, fights
broke out between members of the
Communist Party-dominated Wor-
kers Commissions, which have ab-
ysmally failed to support the strike,
and the anarcho-syndicalist CNT.
The company, which foralong time
refused to negotiate, finally agreed
totalk to representatives of the area
leaderships of the Workers Com-
missions, the CNT and the social
democraticUGT.

Theworkers assembly refused to
recognise any decision which such
a negotiating body might reach. It
decided that only democratically
elected workers representatives
could speak forthe strikers.

The Roca strike continues. Each
of the five thousand workers Is
agreed that the action can only be
called off when their demands are
met in full. The leaderships of the
union organisations have consis-
tently turned their backs on the
strike because it presents a new
type of trade unionism, based on
democracy in the factory, which is
in sharp contrast to the bureauc-
ratic structures which they are
trying to construct.

However, the Roca workers have
shown that their democratic
methods of struggle and their self-

defence against the fascists ar
capable of winning the support o
the membership of these unions
Indeed, the leading political orga
nisation in the factory, the Trotsky
ist LCR, actively participates in th
Workers Commissions.

The Roca struggle has alread
galvanised the workers of one of th
most important industrial region
in Spain. That is a good reason fc
the reformist trade union leaders t
turn theirbacks onit.

SOLIDARIDAD
CON LOS

TRABAJADORE!
DE ROCA

INTERNATIONAL FORUM 23 March Vietnam since the Liberatior
in M Skt Pierre Rousset of Saigor
i habcs i 27 April The Western Communis
s Perry Anderson Partie:
A series of meetings to discuss aspects of ., y,, China after Mac
Marxist theory and contemporary politics. Fred Halliday
: For a Unifiec
23 February The Labour Party and 18 May On Regroupment
Hilary Wainwright the Working Class Brian Grogan Revolutionary Fams:
2 March South Africa: Approaches
Colin Bundy - to Revolution Wednesday at 8.00pm in the Council Chamber
Walli i
9 March Sostisnd And e Barnes Wallis Building, University of Mancheste

Inthaacarly hasire sf tha marninm B se o s saette? o o o o

ARlmdtanmal Maasilsam

Institute of Science & Technology Students Union.
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Five Black Walch soldiers were given prison sentences in Belfast on 4
February after conviction on 19 separate charges of planting bullets on
civilians and assault on civilians. The charges related to events which took
place while the Black Watch regiment was stationed in the Andersonstown
| Turf Lodge area of West Belfast in the latter half of 1975. The prison terms
imposed by the City Commission ranged from one to five years.

Now the MP for West Belfast at Westminster, Gerry Fitt, and his Social
Democratic and Labour Party colleague Paddy Devlin have called for the
British Defence Secretary to hold an enquiry into the fatal shooting of
17-year old Leo Norney in September 1975 which also involvea soldiers
from the Black Watch regiment. Leo was shotdead while returning from his
girifriend’s home on the night of Saturday 13 September, while wdklno

along the Shepherd's Path, alane used as a shortcut bet the White:
and Turf Lodge housing estates.

The British Army alleged that Leo was a ‘gunman’ but passengers who
had shared a black taxi with him pointed out that the taxi was stopped and
searched only a few minutes before Leo was shot by another British Army
patrol. Four 15-yearold boys also came forward at the time to dispute the
Army’'s account. They told how they heard a single shot while crossing a
field adjacent to the Shepherd’s Path and how when they reached the lane
they metan Army patrol and were ordered to lie face down on the ground.

Theseboys saw Leo Normey's body about 10 yards away and claimed that
they heard different soldiers say ‘Say itwas asniper’s bullet'and ‘If he is not
dead now, we will finish him off’. An inquest held into Leo’s death recorded
& verdict of ‘misadventure’ but few people accepted this as accurate. A
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Catholic priest who has since become involved with the Peace Movement,
Father Patrick McWilllams, saw Leo's body and said at the time: ‘| have
neverseen a body in such a condition. The hands were black and pulped. it
wasimpossibletocross them. Mmusthnﬂwmughlmulmﬂonlnto
this boy's death. He was murdered.’

The thorough investigation is still being awaited. Needless 10 say the
inquest refused to challenge the Army’s account, despite overwhelming
evidence that the Black Watch were covering up. Mrs Nomey for instance
was able to tell the inquest that the Black Watch had raided her home at 4am
on the Sunday — thatis, five hours after her son had been shot dead: “‘When
lmmmmmmm they said one of my sons was missing ..

My son’s murderer was probably in the house then and | didn't know it. i
didn’t know until three o'clock on Sunday afternoon that Leo was dead.’

At the trial of hmmmmm. a Major from the Black
Watch regiment apologised forthis*____ biot on what had otherwise been an

The behaviour of the Black Walch is, however, no ditferent from that of
the other British Army regiments who come over here to ‘keep the peace’;
just as the behaviour of the British Army in the Six Counties is basically
along the same pattern as its behaviour in Aden, Cyprus and Kenya. The
natives are ‘savages’ withoul rights. British soldiers know that they have
littie to fear from their employers if they step out of line. For example, until
this recent case no British soldier has ever spent a day in jall for ‘ilegal”
activities engaged in while on duty. And even in this case the soldiers can
expect to rejoin their mates in the Army before too long. For immediately
after the sentences were imposed they were spirited onto an RAF plane and
flown to Britain.

The Northern Ireland Office has refused to disclose where the soldiers
will serve their prison terms, whether they are still in military custody or
what. All that is known is that they will be allowed to remain in the Black
Watchalong with the murderers of Leo Norney.

The sudden interestshownby the SDLP in the Normey case results from
the fact that this conviction comes at a time when British Army repression
is proceeding with ferocity. Resistance to the British troops is growing.
Campaigns are developing to force them out of Republican areas and the
SDLPisanxiousnot to be left out on a limb. But the anti-Unionist ghetioss
are after seven years too keenly aware of the sophistry and whitewashing
techniques of British inquiries and will not be satisfied with any inguiry
co d by the Def: Secretary. They want the British Army whers it
can do no more harm to young kids like Leo Norney; they want the British
Army outofireland.

let loose. Spectators invaded the
pitch. One landed a punch on the

* Argentina

TheGuildfordFuur[ltor] PAULHILL, PATHICK M!HSTRONG GERARDCONLDN CAROLERICHARDSON.

Torture &Frame-up

the British way

‘Don't cry for me, Argentina’ is
currently top of the British hit
parade. It is a song from the
musical Evita which is intended to
glorify the memory of Eva Peron,
wife of the late dictator.

But Argentinians have good
reason to cry. Not for the memory
of Evita but for the thousands of
working class dead who are the
bitter fruits of Peronism.

Argentinian workers are not
inclined to let grief get the better
of them. They have designed a
form of industrial action called
trabajando con tristeza — work-
ing with sadness. This is a form of
go-siow, but it is not precisely
demarcated. The workers literally
work slower — with sadness.

It is impossible to combat. On a
number of occasions troops have
been called into the factories, but
the workers then resume working

; the dictatorship.

referee’s jaw. The frontage of the
Barcelona Stadium was wrecked,
cars overturned and burnt, and a
van was blown up.

There is more to this than
Saturday * football violence. FC
Barcelona has long been an ex-
pression of the Catalan national
identity which is suppressed by
It has a long
standing rivalry with the Spanish
Barcelona club Real Barcelona.

On this occasion the opponents
were from southern Spain and the
referee Spanish. For the football
fans the sending off of Cruyff was
a political act. Their response was
a political one!

At the European Court of Human
Rights, the Attorney General,
Samuel Silkin, finally admitted
that that British government had
tortured North of Ireland internees
in 1971.

This admission was accompa-
nied by assurances that such mal-
practices no longer take place. Yet
while Silkin was speaking there
was more evidence of the persistent
denial of human rights the British
government operates against those
unfortunate enough to be suspec-

ted of resisting British rule in
Ireland.

The first example emerged dur-
ing the Balcombe Street trial when
four young Irish Republicans were
sentenced at the Old Bailey to a
total of over two thousand years
imprisonment. Such an outcome to
the trial was predictable.

More surprising was the extent
to which a previous police frame-
up was exposed during the course
of this show trial.

Throughout their trial Joe

O’Connell, Hugh Doherty, Eddie
Butler and Harry Duggan claimed
that they were soldiers of the Irish
Republican Army, at war with
Britain. In particular, three of
them — not Hugh Doherty —
claimed responsibility for bombing
soldiers’ pubs in Guildford and
Woolwich.

Their claims were confirmed by
a senior Home Office forensic
scientist while he was being cross-
examined in court. Mr Douglas
Higgs, principal explosives officer

at normal speed. When the sol-
diers leave they work with sadness
again. Production has been hit
heavily. In some cases it is only 20
per cent of normal.

Most effective has been the

power workers' working with sad-
ness. Attempts to victimise mili-
tant leaders were met with a go-
slow which paralysed the Buenos
Aires electricity system.

That is effective sadness. ‘Don't
cry for me, Argentina’ would not
impress the workers of Buenos
Aires.

ml{ib fights ban

THE OPPRESSION of women in
Ireland is probably greater than in
any other state in Western Europe;
a record the coalition government
in the 26 Counties appears deter-
mined to keep.

The latest foray into the wilds of
Catholic feudalism is the bann-
ing by the government Censorship
and Publications Board aof the
radical women’s magazine Spare
Rib. The moral guardians of the 26
Counties have complained that
Jour issues of the magazine have
qualified it for the appelation
‘indecent and obscene’.

Spare Rib told Red Weekly that
they thought the reason for the ban
might be that the issues in question
carried articles on abortion, mas-
turbation and female orgasm.

Certainly one article in particu-
lar — on how to get an abortion —
would not go down too well with
the guardians of Irish morality, as
abortion is illegal in the 26
Counties.

The banning of Spare Rib
Jfollows the seizure in December of
a bookler produced by the Irish
Family Planning Association en-
titled "Family Planning’, a topic
which is again frowned upon by
the state authorities. Erica Jong's
Fear of Flying is another recent
recruit to the long list of banned
publications,

The most recent banning of

at Woolwich Arsenal, said he had
produced an official report which
linked the pub bombing in Wool-
wich with other bombings. They
formed a definite series.

VISITED

Mr Higgs told the court that he
was subsequently visited by a Ser-
geant Doyle of the Bomb Squad
who pressed him into omitting the
reference to Woolwich in a later
report.

The reason for police reluctance
to charge O’Connell, Butler and
Duggan with the Woolwich bomb-
ing is that four other people are
currently serving life sentences for
the bombing. They are three Irish
men — Paul Hill, Gerard Conlon
and Paddy Armstrong — and an
English woman, Carole Richard-
son, who at their trial in October
1975 protested that their ‘confes-
sions’ had been beaten out of
them. All four have insisted on
their innocence ever since.

Their trial was farcical. An
English pop group gave evidence
that Carole Richardsonm was with
them when one of the bomb
attacks took place miles away. The
group even produced a photograph
including Carole Richardson taken
at the dance hall. She was still
found guilty of committing murder
that evening.

STANDARDS

The type of frame-up which the
Guildford four were victims of is
only one aspect of the standards of
law and order which are applied to
Irish political prisoners. Once

EDDIEBUTL

outlining what happens to those
convicted of IRA activities. One
man wrole:

‘Persistent acts of victimisation
are directed against IRA prison-
ers’. Their treatment by some

- Gartree prison officers, he con-

tinued, ‘is so bad that even we who
are in no way concerned with the
IRA feel indignation at the way in
which the wretches are suffering.

.- we do not want a riot here, but
there are men among us who are
serving such heavy sentences and
are not going to tolerate such
behaviour from their keepers. I
give advance warning that a major
riot is brewing’.

Another prisoner testified to
The Times that drugs are used on
prisoners. ‘It is not unknown for
men liable to disciplinary action to
be taken to the hospital for a few
days and drugged up. At least two
men have been given injections
which have really destroyed them’.

Perhaps in another six years
another British Attorney General
will admit to these charges; in the
meantime, as with the charges of
torture in 1971, the Home Office
says the allegations are ‘absolute
rubbish’,

PETER STEWART & GEOFF
BELL

* THE TRAINING in brutality
the British Army is getting in the
Six Counties is not without its
effects in Britain. Last week two
guardsmen in Reading, Berkshire,

* India

While the world press and Indira
Gandhi herself are rejoicing in the
return of ‘democracy’ to India,
Socialist Party leader George Fer-
nandes has gone to trial on a
frame-up charge. The evidence is
sticks of gelignite planted by the
police.

The accusation itself is overtly
political. He is accused along with
24 others of a 'well-planned and
deep-rooted conspiracy to over-
awe by criminal force the central
Government and to commit var-
ious offences’.

Fernandes told the court that
they had not been allowed con-
sultation with their lawyers for
seven months after their arrest
and denounced the trial as a
frame-up. On the political charge
of organising opposition to the
Gandhi dictatorship he is proud to
be guilty.

 Lebanon

Fighting has broken out in Beirut
between the Palestinlans and
Syrian troops, part of the Arab
‘peace-keeping’ force. It seems
that the Palestinians involved
were commandos of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Pales-
tine [General Command].

The clashes were probably a
Palestinian response to the at-
tempt by the Syrian army to install
the Lebanese authorities in the
Palestinian refugee camps.

* Catalonia

Last week Spanish referee Ricardo
Melero made a big mistake. He
sent off Johan Cruyff of FC Bar-
celona.

After Cruyff had challenged a
eariee of bad decizione he was

* Transylvania

The Rumanian Communist Party
paper Scinteia has got its teeth
into a new story. It has resurrected
Prince Vlad Dracula the Impaler,
the prototype of Bram Stoker's
novel and the Hammer films, as a
national hero.

Not surprisingly Dracula got his
nickname by impaling his political
opponents and large numbers of
the rest of the population as well.
A good example was his mass
murder of the Transylvanian
Saxons.

- But that is not what is at stake
for the Rumanian CP. According
to them he was a ‘prominent per-
sonality of our national history,
personifying the will of the Ru-
manian people to live freely within
the boundarles of their ancestors’
territories’. By coincidence Presi-
dent Ceausescu is trying to fend
off Soviet interference in Ruma-
nia’s internal affairs.

Viad the Impaler is praised for
his ‘strict internal discipline’, a
sort of Leninist before his time.
No doubt typical of the way that
the Rumanian CP settles disputes
was Vlad’s charming habit of skin-
ning the soles of dissidents’ feet
and setting the royal goats to lick
the wounds.

Or perhaps the Scinteia has in
mind the expulsion of Chilean

refugees from Rumania because
of noliticral dAlecacnraamante with




BRITAIN AND |p&¥=71)
USSR TRADE
WITH RACISTS

FOUR HUNDRED thousand
pounds of tobacco in a Man-
chester warehouse has given
2 clue to an international
Rhodesian sanction-busting
ring.

A Rhodesian five cent coin

fell out of the consignment,
which ostensibly came from
Thailand. It led to investiga-
tions into operations conduc-
ted by a company in Geneva,
Intabex, which markets tobac-
co for the Rhodesian company

Tradintex. Canadian television
claims that Intabex sells to the
Russiansand Bulgarians.

Other revelations of sanc-
tion-busting by the Soviet

Union have been made this

week. The main link was
another Swiss company called
Comaisa SA. So much for the
Stalinists’ protestations of
wholehearted support for the
Zimbabwean people.

Just asironic is the author of

the note to the United Nations
Sanctions Committee alerting
it to Russian activities — the
British Labour Government.

The Government is only
worried about the affront to its
imperial pride. It has never
shown the slightest inclination
to respect the rights of the
Zimbabwean people. It is still
involved in negotiations to set
up a neo-colonial state in
Zimbabwe.

If the Labour Government
cares so much about sanction-
busting perhaps it will lend its
support to the workers of
Hopkinson's in Huddersfield,
still on strike against their
sanction-busting bosses.

Perhaps it would also care to
break all diplomatic and trade
links with the racist regimes of
southern Africa?

Workers’
1917
1977

Jubilee

Soweto Youth Rise Again

For those who may not have noticed, 1977 is the twenty fifth anniver-

sary of the accession of Queen Elizabeth Il to the throne. The media have
made sure that nobody forgets the fact. The first day of the year gave
people the chance to be bored solid with seven hours of “historic BBC
film” of the 1953 Coronation with the Queen and hangers-on waving to
the assembled crowds.
The Press is spewing out glossy magazines, old newspapers and
special photos of the Queen complete with corgis. No dount in the next
few months every form of commodltr ssible will appear in special
commemorative issue — the brewery Coope are producing a special
commemorative beer at 36p per 'z pint. This outpouring of publicity has
not only the added virtue of making a few people a great deal of money,
but also in crisis ridden Britain reasserts the ideas of respect and
knowing one's place — on your knees.

Red Weekly also intends to celebrate a jubilee this year. 1977 is the
sixtieth anniversary of the Russian revolution. The seizure of power by
the Russian workers and peasants sixty years ago has made a greater
contribution to humanity than anything the Royal Family has ever done
or ever will do. We doubt if the press and television will devote their time
to reminding the working class here and abroad of those days when
millions of workers and peasants took history into their own hands.

This task falls on the shoulders of the workers movement, and for that
reason Red Weekly will be carrying a regular weekly column tracing
the history of the Russian revolution from March through to the
storming of the Winter Palace and the seizure of power in November.

For the workers movement the Russian revolution is not simply a
historic event worth remembering. It shows that the struggle for
socialism is not an empty ideal but something that can be carried
through by workers and peasants with the leadership of a revolutionary
party. Those few months that shook the worid and sent shivers down the
spines of the ruling class contain valuable lessons for the movement
today.

In yEumpe. particularly in Spain and Portugal, the working class has
understood the need to organise itself, through such bodies as the
workers commissions and popular assemblies, as the Russian people
did in the Soviets.

The Russian revolution is not just part of history; in It there is also a
vision of the future. In some small way it is hoped that Red Weekly's
celebration of this jubilee will, through learning from that history, bring
that vision closer to realisation.

RIC SISSONS

Unite in Solidarity with the
People of Southern Africa
NATIONAL MARCH AND
RALLY, SUNDAY 6 MARCH
Assemble Hyde Park 1.30,
Rally Trafalgar Square 3.30
No Arms for Apartheid!

Halt Investment in Apartheid!
Support African Liberation
Struggle!

T=E SOWETO stucents are on the march again. Police
artacked demonsirations in the ftownships near
Johannesburg last week and imposed a street curfew
on students between Bam and 3pm. This amounts to
‘orced attendanceatschool.

Government propaganda about a disruptive ‘minori-
ty'preventing serious students from sitting their exams
did not carry much weight as the mass of African
students in the townships rose up against the regime
again. In the Soweto townships the schools in Naledi,
Orlando, Madibane and Pimville were closed as
students burned text books rather than sit exams.
Studentactivity was extendedto schools in the Pretoria
and Cape Town areas as well.

The only reason the police response was not more
violent was fear. They are afraid that if they open fire on
demonstrations again they will face a similar upsurge
tolastsummer’s. Butthat maybecominganyway.

Organised by Anti-Apartheid
Movement, 89 Charlotte
Street, London W1P 2DQ (01-
5805311)

FUND DRIVE NEEDS BOOST!

So far this month we have received £332.64. With the open offer from a
Red Weekly supporter to match every pound in the fund drive with an extra

Six thousand youth came out on the streets agains:
the current exams. Once again they have raised the
gemand for the abolition of Afrikaans in black schools
and lor an end to the apartheid education system. A
further demand added after the upsurge last June is for

the immediate release of all arrested students still
being held by theracistregime.

February donations so far:

This Friday, ‘active and loyal
Labour members’ will discuss what
lan Wrigglesworth, the meeting’s
convenor and secretary of the
right-wing Manifesto group of
Labour MPs, described as the
*shambolicstateof theparty’.

By which he means:

“The failure of the NEC to rally
support for the Government; the
lack of a sensible voice in some
constituencies; and the evidence of

pound, that means £665.28. LeicesterIMG 15.10

The £332.64 received this month is a slow start considering that weneed  BedfordIMG 2.00

£3,200tobe on schedule forour£15,000 targetin May. Glasgow supporter 15.00

; . Surrey IMG 1.00

This is not just an important month for the fund drive. On 26 February [ e AW supporter s

there will be a rally at Alexandra Palace on women's rights and the Equal  gysworker supporter 2.00

Pay and Sex Discrimination Acts. The IMG and Red Weekly and its  NUJmember 14.89

supporters have played an impressive role in building this rally. An IMG  HR,S. London 5.00

comrade is working with full-time responsibility forpromotingtherallyand  W.LondonIMG | 41.15

ensuring the most efficient use of our resources. This is not extravagant. it TB%?YS&‘WEG'RW"Q” 3283

isonly aserious appraoch to the tasks facing us. oo psmer?:grp:ncesr 16,00

The IMG also needs resources to build the election campaign in LofraineHodges 10.00

Stechford. And who knows how many more elections there may be this  Nottingham Fisupporters 10.00

year? The Red Weekly centre-spread this week shows how our French  SwansealMG 30.00

A NATIONAL MEETING of the infiltration by elements alien to the Coniract, and a key figure in the comrades have been able to win revolutionary unity in I_hs local elections.  OxfordIMG 10.00

Labour Party’s right wing has been  democraticsocialist tradition.’ decision to establish a witch- We are fighting for the same thing in the elections this year. To do that E{;S{ﬁ;‘,’;"ﬁommm o

organised. Certainly lan Wrigglesworth and  hunting enquiry into so-called requiresanexpansion of ourresources. And that means more money. it 1.00

s ? ee iy . : Thank you to all comrades who have given this month. Let’s have a push pp

his fellow right-wing MPs cannotbe ~ ‘entryism’, Foot is looking to y : Collected at Red Weekly readers

00

00

64

ADDRESS.

FOREIGN:

accused of a ‘failure’ to ‘rally
support for the Government’ and its
Tory policies. Indeed, it is perhaps
1o show gratitude for such support
that a member of the Government,
Transport Minister William
Rodgers, has agreed to chair the
right#wing meeting.

Michael Foot, on the other hand,
is not amused by the prospect of the
right so publicly organising. One
of the architects of the Social

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
DOMESTIC:

£7 per year
£3.50 for six months

£9 per year surface mail
£12 per year airmail

Write 1o RED WEEKLY (distribution) 97 Caledonian Road, London N1

present the ‘unity of the party’ as
being threatened by the left.

Last week, he insisted that there
was a ‘whole range of matters on
which 1 believe agreement can be
reached between all sections of the
party’.

This statement came just as the
Home Policy Committee of
Labour’s National Executive en-
dorsed the document ‘Agenda for
Agreement’, which in stressing
‘unity’ in the party spoke of the need
for the Cabinet and the NEC to ‘sink
their differences’.

All these calls for unity omit to
mention on what policies the unity
should be based, but the most recent
example of the NEC ‘sinking its
differences’ with the Labour right
was the decision to establish the
enquiryinto ‘entryism’.

Now, having got that through,
Michael Foot is understandably
upset at those who support his
Government’s policies doing openly
and publicly what he is merrily
witch-hunting the left for doing.
However, such embarrassments,
while uncomfortable, will not stop
the right organising, being allowed
to organise, and the left organising
and being witch-hunted forit.

Thedifferenceis that theright are
organising to support the Labour
Government’s policies, while the

lafs Armanics asainet thasn Ac tha

togeton schedule fortheend of the month.

Sendadonation to the IMG Fund Drive, 97 Caledonian Road, London N1,
orsave yourself the worry and just fill out the bankers order form and send it
tothe same address.

TO

meeting on South Africain South-

hampton B
SouthamptonIMG 4,
TOTAL 332.

weererennec{DFADCH)

(address)

Dear Sirs, Please make payment to the debit of the account specified as per the details

Your A/C Number

A/C Number

71016000

given:
A/C to be debited .............. Your Name
Payet &oni nianiaanas T
| RED WEEKLY
7 e s e e Bl e

.. 150670

Last Payment Due

Sorting Code No. .......
First Payment Due

Amount

Williams & Glyn’s Bank Limited, 286 Pentonville Rd.,

London NI.

Frequency

This order cancels all previous orders to the same payee and will continue until written

notice to the contrary is received by you.



