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Last Saturday’s Assembly on
Unemployment ranks as one
of the largest ever delegate
conferences held by the labour
movement in Britain. The
turn out of 3,054 delegates
is absolute confirmation of
the mass opposition to the un-
employment policies of the
Labour Government.

Furthermore, the very size and
representative character of the con-
ference shows there is a real will
to struggle in large sections of the
working class. What it is waiting
for is a fighting lead.

Such a fight, however, requires
a decisive break with the policies
of propping up capitalism proposed
by the conference organisers. Meas-
ures like import controls, which are
designed to protect an ailing British
capitalism at the expense of work-
ers in other countries, offer no sol-
ution. To call for such reactionary
measures is but a short step to call-
ing for restrictions on immigrant
workers — a demand seized on by
one delegate from the Seamen’s Un-
ion affected with the virus of rac-
ism.

Pay controls

Nor is it possible to fight unem-
ployment and keep quiet on the
matter of pay controls. That might
save the Labour MPs some embar-
rassing moments, but it fails to con-
front the means by which capital-
ism is attempting to make the work-
ing class pay for its crisis. The dole
gueue and reduced living standards
go hand in hand.

However. in its guide to action
the conference offered some pos-
itive proposals. It proposed to
‘make the fight against unemploy-
ment the main theme of May Day’.
A National Day of Action is also
proposed for 26 May, with a march
for supporters from London and
the Home Counties to lobby MPs
at the House of Commons.

This should be turned into a day
of massive working class action
with strikes and demonstrations in
every town and city demanding an
end to the Government’s policies
of unemployment. Dundee set an
inspiring example with its local gen-
eral strike on 5 March. The del-
egates and supporters of the Ass-
embly must now fight to furn every
city into another Dundee on 26
May.

The Assembly also called for the
setting up of Action Committees
‘to campaign against unemployment
based on trades councils, trade un-
ions, factory groups, political org-
anisations...” The task is to fight
to build these in every area and to
make sure that every single organ-
isation in the workers movement is
affiliated to the Action Committee.

Test is action

These should be built not on
the policies advanced by the con-
ference organisers, but around de-
mands for the rejection of all wage
controls, the restoration of all cuts
and the introduction of a program-
me of nationalisation and public
works to ensure the right to work,

The test following the Assem-
bly is what will be done to put the
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The delegates at last Saturday’s Assembly—the test now is whether action will follow the many fine words they heard

ASSEMBLY CALL

proposals into action. Every mil-
itant will be tested by their deter-
mination to build for strike action
on 26 May, by how they work to
build broad-based Action Commit-
tees, and by their struggle to ensure
that the campaign against unem-
ployment is extended into every
section of the working class.

Many Labour MPs and national
trade union leaders were at Central
Hall on Saturday and made their
share of militant speeches. Now
they have a real chance to back up
their own words.

The MPs must set a lead by vot-
ing against Healey’s forthcoming
Budget. They can get down to the
factories and sites in their constitu-
encies and call for strike action on
26 May. Not least they can put
themselves at the head of the move-
ment to build the Action Commit-
tees.

For the trade union leaders the
next step is obvious. They should
return to their unions and fight to

bring out their members on 26
May. How serious Buckton of
ASLEF, Roberts of the AUEW, and
Gill of TASS were will be seen in
in how they fight for these propos-
als in their unions.

The IMG calls on its members
and supporters to workunstintingly
for the success of all these actions.
It is through this struggle that the
fight to win the movement to a
clear anti-capitalist programme —
including demands for a sliding scale
of wages, workers control, the
achieving of the demands of the
Working Women’s Charter and oth-
er measures necessary to meet the
crisis — can be carried forward. It

It is inseparable from the strug-
gle to build the biggest, most widely
based and most democratically org-
anised movement against the pro-
capitalist policies of Labour’s lead-
ers, It is a key starting point of the
fight to build a class struggle oppos-
ition in the labour movement.

This Assembly proposes as a minimum
guide the following actions:

{a) The recall of the Trades Union
Congress and Labour Party Conference
in order to mobilise the movement for
support for the policies outlined above.

{b) Letters, telegrams, resolutions to
trade unions, the Labour Government
and from labour movement organisations
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer
before the Budget Day, 6 April.

{c) Make the fight against unemploy-

ment the main theme of May Day demon-

strations throughout the country.

(d) A National Day of Action on
Wednesday 26 May, to include marches,
demonstrations and whatever is felt to
be the most appropriate action in each
area of Britain. These actions should take
place during working hours. In London
and the Home Counties it is proposed to
organise a march and lobby of MPs at the

House of Commons.
(e) Organise delegations to lobby the
TUC Special Conference of Executives.

(f) Arrange meetings with MPs in
their constituencies on unemployment
and the cuts and also propose that town
meetings be held.

{g) To establish Action Committees
to campaign against unemployment
based on trades councils, trade unions,
factory groups, political organisations
and to support actions taken by
workers in defence of their jobs.

{h) The two organisers of this
Assembly, the London Co-op Political
Committee and the No. 8 Confederation
of Shipbuilding & Engineering Unions,
will consider organising mass demon-
strations at the TUC and Labour Party
conferences to press for policies that
will lead to full employment.

JIAVQA SIHHD 01044

o
-1

(1odoy)



& .

R Las

8 DAVIES (Mwy

hato CHHI

Photo: ANDREW WIARD (Report)

"ﬂ '\\

Some of the delegates who attended the meeting after the Assembly

HALF A STEP
FORWARD

Police beat up Right to Work marcher on 19 March

Defend the 44!

Barnet Trades Council in North London_
nas taken an important step in build-

ing the defence of the 44 Right to Work
marchers arrested in West Hendon, Lon-
don, on 19 March. They are organising a
trade union enquiry into the police assault
on the march and have invited Yorkshire
miners’ leader Arthur Scargill and AUEW
assistant general secretary Ernie Roberts
to take part in it.

A workers' enquiry is the most effec-
tive way to explain both the issues in-
volved in the Right to Work March and
the meaning of the police assault to the
whole labour movement. it should be
one way of ensuring that the Interna-
tional Socialists, whose sectarian pol-
itics were prominent throughout the
march, do not simply turn the defence
campaign into a recruiting stunt to build
their trade union front organisation, the
Rank and File Organising Committee.

The danger of this was underlined

\it the National Assembly on Unemploy-

ment, when instead of seeking to develop

a campaign to build the 26 May day of

action against the cuts and unemploy-
ment, the IS delegates disrupted the con-
ference to demand that the date be
changed to 21 May to coincide with

the court appearance of the 44. Such
antics only play into the hands of the
Communist Party and Labour lefts, let-
ting them off the hook about taking up
the active defence of those arrested.

As we argued throughout the march,
politics must come first, not organisa-
tional stunts. The trade union enquiry
can be turned into a real parliament of
the working people to show what really
happened at Staples Corner. That is
the best way to defend the arrested mar-
chers at the present time. Donations to
the defence fund should meanwhile be
sent to: Right to Work Campaign Def-
ence Fund Treasurer, 46 Prince George
Road, London N.16.

After the Assembly on Unemployment,
150 delegates opposed to the class coll-
aborationist policies advanced by the
platform met to discuss the next steps.
The meeting had been sponsored by the
Socialist Charter, the International
Communist League, the Workers League
and the International Marxist Group.
Alan Thornett also spoke from the plat-
form representing the Workers Socialist
League.

The organisations sponsoring the
meeting had already reached agreement
on a fight for a democratically run ass-
embly. Several hundred delegates had
signed a joint petition making such de-
mands on the organisers. It was on the
basis of the refusal of the organisers to
accept the resolution that such a large
number of delegates had been attracted
to the meeting.

Unfortunately it must be said that
the meeting did not realise the potential
that was possible. What is really needed
at present is agreement to light for key
demands necessary to meet the crisis,
and practical agreements on how to push
these forward within the campaign pro-
jected by the Communist Party. What is
needed is concentrated attention, and
practical agreements, on how to get
across the key demands which the soc
social democrats and Stalinists will not
take up. This can get wide support for
such policies.

What has to be discussed for example
is 4 united fight to commit as many un-
employment action commitlees as poss-
ible to our fighting policies. Then how
we could begin to coordinate this fight
nationally through the promotion of a
bulletin and fight for a national confer-

ence ol such advanced action committees,

Part of this would be a campaign for all
the forces that supported our alternative
fighting policies to mobilise in unity be-
hind a joint contingent on the demon-
stration called tor 26 May.

This type ol united activity i1s poss-
ible. The political organisations repres-
ented together have small but sufficient
weight in the movement to make these
proposals o reality
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We’ve heard the

NOW LET

ACTI

Proposals for 26 May to be a national day of action against
unemployment, coupled with a fight for the recall of the
TUC and a lobby of the forthcoming special congress of
union executives, came out of the 3,000 strong National Ass-
embly on Unemployment on Saturday.

As such these proposals, broadly
supported by delegates, mark a def-
inite step forward in the fight to
defeat the anti-working class polic-
ies of the Labour Government.

The size of the Assembly — with
representation from trade union
branches, district committees and
even executives, along with Con-
stituency Labour Parties - was im-
pressive. It indicates the develop-
ing groundswell of opposition to
the Government’s policies.

Left face

It is fear of this movement which
explains the left face put on by the
likes of Ray Buckton and Ken Gill,
the star turns on the platform. Del-
egates were treated to the spectacle
of Buckton simultaneously arguing
for selective import controls as the
cure-all for unemployment and for
an ‘integrated transport system’ to
counter the anarchy of capitalism.
Given Buckton's record of opposi-
tion to the rail strikes that, as Alan
Thornett from Cowley pointed out
at a post-Assembly meeting, could
mean one bus, one train and one
lorry.

Left MPs Dennis Skinner and
Neil Kinnock, fresh from their vote
of confidence in the Government’s
geconomic policies, raised the roof
with their flights of rhetoric, urging
that workers should get into the
streets to defeat the Government’s
policies. But Ken Gill, General
Secretary of the AUEW-TASS,
must take the biscuit.

“The recall TUC will want to
know how little we will settle for’,
said Gill. ‘The least we want is an

The new Black Circular of the TUC
outlawing trades councils which re-
fuse to kow-tow meekly to the pol-
icies of the General Council is gain-
ing support in strange quarters. In
Camden Trades Council, the Com-
munist Party — the victim of earlier
proscriptions — and its supporters
have taken it upon themselves to
act as the TUC’s cops in enforcing
the ruling.

In February the Annual General
Meeting of the Trades Council, the
only body constitutionally permit-
ted to change the rules, voted 38—
35 against accepting the new Rule
14. Acceptance of the rule would
basically prevent trades councils
from involving themselves in the
mushrooming campaigns against
the cuts or taking the lead in local
united action against unemploy-
ment — after all, the TUC supports
the Labour Government’s policies
in these fields. Presumably trades
councils would also have to disaff-
iliate from the Working Women’s
Charter Campaign, as this failed to
win a majority at the last TUC
conference.

end to all cuts, an end to wage con-
trols and unemployment, and an
end to trade union support for reac-
tionary policies.” Fortunately for
him, no-one was allowed to men-
tion that it was Gill’s withdrawal
of the AUEW-TASS resolution at
the 1974 TUC Congress that got
the social contract accepted by the
workers movement in the first place.
Despite this leftist demagogy,
however, it is clear where the con-
ference organisers and their Com-
munist Party backers see the future
of the movement. Ken Gill spelt it
out: ‘Only an alliance with the off-
icial leadership of the movement can
create the unity that will end the
present policies of this Government.’
In other words, militants should
put all their eggs in the basket of
those left leaders who have lately
done nothing but fall over each
other in their retreat from the Gov-
ernment’s offensive.

Pattern

As a result, the Assembly could
not be an open forum to plan a
strategy against the Government's
policies. Quite clearly the CP could
not afford an open debate which
would have challenged the hypoce-
risy and demagogy of the invited
speakers. Consequently the speak-
ers from the floor followed a pre-
dictable pattern. Consisting mainly
of Communist Party members and
their supporters in the unions, not
one challenged the policies or rec-
ord of the platform speakers.

It is for this reason that many
delegates present at the Assembly
had mixed feelings about the out-

But none of this has deterred
the CP from its campaign to win.
support foi1 Rule 14 in Camden
Trades Council. Following the
February decision, the CP secretary
of the Trades Council wrote to the
TUC informing them of Camden’s
decision. An evasive reply came
back suggesting that the trades
council might not be re-registered
if it failed te toe the iine.

This was enough for the usually
constitutional sticklers of the Com-
munist Party. At the March meet-
ing a motion from Charing Cross
ASTMS branch formulating prop-
osals for developing a campaign
against Rule 14 was ruled out of
order by the chairman, who refus-
ed to give any reasons for his decis-
ion. At the same time an emergency
motion — which -broke with proced-
ure in that normally only resolu-
tions from branches are accepted,
and only AGMs can change the
rules — accepting Rule 14 was put
to the vote and passed 36—30.

CATCH 22

Despite the fact that a two-thirds
majority is needed to change the
rules, the CP now had the bit bet-
ween its teeth. Off his own bat
the CP secretary has now informed
the TUC that the Trades Council
has been suspended for April and
will reconvene in May with dele-
gates only from branches that ac-
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come, No hint of the agenda or
any resolutions to be voted on was
received pnor to the Assembly day
itself. The platform then announ-
ced that because of the sheer size
of the conference it would be im-
possible to take discussion on am-
endments to the resolution they
had prepared!

Support

Even so, the support for the
conference organisers’ proposals
should not be seen as a blanket
endorsement of the class collab-
orationist line of the CP. This
support was given because the

Seliem il

militants at the Assembly thought
that the CP was proposing a real
fight

The refusal to put out a clear
call for a one-day national strike
on 26 May shows that the CP will
do all that it can in the coming
months to avoid any head-on clash
with the Government’s policies
which might jeopardise their rela-
tions with the trade union and Lab-

our ‘lefts’. The building of broad-
based Action Committees, through
report back conferences to the areas,
on the basis of clear class struggle
policies is the way to prevent this
happening. ALL OUT 26 MAY!

PASSING
THE BUCK—
TAKE TWO

How touching to hear locomen’s leader
Ray Buckton warning the Assembly of
the ‘dangerous drifting away’ between
leadership and rank-and-file in the
unions. We fully agree.

Perhaps Ray will now cut out all
this ‘ultraleft nonsense’ about over-
throwing capitalism which he saved
for the Assembly and give us an answer
to the question we asked last week:
will you or will you not support and
extend to other regions the strike that
many Southern Region drivers intend
to start on 20 April in opposition to the
latest round of rail cuts.

As we wrote then: ‘No amount of
evasion and rhetoric about“fighting
for socialism’” by Buckton must be
allowed to obscure this issue.”

cept Rule 14. Any branch that still
disagrees will be disaffiliated. Catch
22,

There is nothing new in the Com-
munist Party’s complete contempt
for democracy in the workers move-
ment. After all, what can you ex-
pect of an organisation that prefers
backroom manoeuvrings with the
left bureaucrats to organising an
open fight against Labour’s Tory
policies? ‘Left’ policies can be sav-
ed for speechifying at the National
Assembly on Unemployment.

DANGER

A single example from the his-
tory of London Trades Council,in
which the Communist Party itself
was the victim, shows the danger
to the whole working class move-
ment when reactionary bans and
proscriptions are not resisted. Bet-
ween 1924 and 1926 London Trad-
es Council was dominated by the
left, led by the Communist Party
and the Minority Movement. For
a time in 1925 it was actually affil-
iated to the Minority Movement.

But the tide turned in autumn
1926 following the defeat of the
General Strike, when Wal Hanning-
ton was narrowly defeated in the
elections for full-time Secretary.
The right wing proceeded to ex-
ploit the spring 1927 TUC circular
sroscribing trades councils which
associated with the Naitonal Min-
ority Movement to open an offen-

sive against the left.

Following the discovery of an
MM circular ‘to all fraction members’
at the March delegate meeting, the
right called a special meeting in
April. The card vote was introduced,
giving greater power to the big un-
ions like the General & Municipal
and the Transport & General,
whose delegates were elected at
district level. In May the Commun-
ists, a majority of the Council's
executive, were excluded from off-
ice. Communists were also banned
from standing in the ensuing elec-
tions.

The effect on policies was imm-
ediate and disastrous. In November
1927 the London Trades Council
withdrew from the reception com-
mittee for the South Wales Hunger
Marchers. In February 1928 it re-
jected a motion against class-collabor-
ationist ‘industrial peace’. It dis-
affiliated from the National Unem-
ployed Workers Committee Move-
ment and withdrew from the First
of May Committee.

Already in March 1927 the
Communist Party described the
London Trades Council in Prelim-
inary Notes on the Need for a Lon-
don Industrial Council as ‘an app-
endage of the TUC General Coun-
cil.....worse than useless to the Lon-
don workers since behind the screen
of a Workers’ Council its activities
are beneficial only to the employ-
ing class’.

B i O RS
The Communist Party must be
asked — is this the role to which
you wish to see trades councils re-
duced today? Your support for
Rule 14, whether motivated by
conviction or rotten opportunism,
can only bring about one and the
same result,

Mick Gosling

BRISTOL FIGHT

The convening in Bristol of a regional
delegate conference to fight the cuts
and organise a demonstration in May was
the result of a day long meeting on ‘Def-
end Your Public Services' in Bristol last
Saturday.

Called by the South West Region of
the TUC, the 150-strong meeting heard
Doug Cook, a local NALGO official and
SWTUC executive member, Bernard Dix
from the NUPE Executive, and leading
Triburnite MP Ron Thomas all call for
an alternative plan to the Government's
overall strategy — withouit any practical
proposals for workers enquiries, opening
the books and local action committees
which could actually draw up such a
plan. Nor did any of them stress the

national demo against the health cuts
on 2.5 April.

Neverileless, militants will be able to
use the potentially useful proposals for
a regional conference and local demo to
build a united campaign against the cuts
in the area. The importance of this is
underlined in a new Bristol IMG pam-
phlet, A Strategy To Fight the Cuts
available for 20p (inc. p&p) from 1194
City Road, Bristol.
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The unacceptable
Foot of capitalism

In the first round of the Labour leadership elections, Red Weekly took the
position that it was correct to support a vote for Benn — just! We warned
that Benn was a bureaucrat looking for a future alliance with the trade
union leadership to catapult him to the leadership of the Labour Party.
But at the moment the forces that stand behind Benn, particularly in the
Constituency Parties, are opposed to the policies of the Government; and
as such, a vote for Benn would have been a vote against the policies of the

Government.

On this basis Red Weekly supported a vote for Benn although. his
programme refused to criticise the major planks of Government policy and
refused to argue that the Labour Party as a whole and not a parliamentary
clique should elect its leader. It is for the same reason that Red Weekly is
for abstaining in a run-off fight between Callaghan and Foot, even though
the overwhelming majority of the parliamentary ‘left’ and the left inside
the Constituency Parties will support him against the arch right-winger

Callaghan. :

Foot is the chief link in the rotten alliance between the trade union
bureaucracy and the Labour Cabinet. Whereas Benn, in typically bureau-
cratic fashion, attempts to avoid a clash with the Government’s policies
while letting it be known with a nod and a wink that he doesn’t exactly
agree with them, Foot has been the central figure in forging these policies
with the trade union bureaucrats. He was the hammer put up to smash the
left at the Labour Party Conference. Even in the middle of the leadership
election campaign, he issued a renewed call for 18 months wage restraint;
and last weekend he refused to meet a delegation from the Assembly on

Unemployment.

Behind Foot stand. the majority of those so-called ‘lefts’ who refused
to vote against the £6 limit or even join their fellow Tribunites in abstaining
on the social expenditure cuts. A vote for Foot would be a voie for the
present policies of the Government and of those trade union bureaucrats
like Jones, Scanlon and Basnett who are the central defenders of the
Government’s line. They are today the chief policemen of the labour
movement. The only way forward for the working class is in direct
struggle against them and their co-thinker Foot. Foot is not in any way
opposed to the Government’s policies. Foot is the Government’s

policies.

Revolt grows in
Scottish Labour

The mounting opposition to Labour’s
Tory policies was reflected at the Scot-
tish Conference of the Labour Party
over the weekend. Delegates voted over-
whelmingly in favour of a Tribunite res-
olution denouncing the Government’s
disastrous policies despite the opposi-
tion of the Scottish Executive. But on
the vital question facing delegates —
how to stop the steady electoral and
organisational erosion of the Labour
Party in Scotland and its threatened
annihilation at the next election by

the Nationalists — no progress was
made, :

Difference

Condemning Government policies is
one thing, Fighting for alternative pol-
icies around which to unite the working
class in action is another. The debates
on both devolution and an alternative
economic policy reflected this difference.

The devolution debate saw left and
right uniting to find the lowest common
political denominator which could def-
eat the Nationalists and relieve the pres-
sure from the newly formed Scottish
Labour Party. A souped up versioh of
the Government’s White Paper was ad-
vanced, calling for a proposed Scottish
Assembly to have control over the Scot-
tish Development Authority and for the
abolition of the veto power of the Scot-
tish Secretary of State. No proposals
were advanced as to how the Scottish
working class could use such an Assembly
to fight both the attacks of the British
Government and those of the oil giants,
financiers and multinationals that are
seizing Scotland through the National-
1sts.

Who decides?

In spite of a resolution from Centrai
Ayrshire which described the White
Paper as an insult to the political con-
sciousness of the Scottish people, the
logical step of arguing that only the
Scottish people should decide the pow-
ers of such an Assembly at the same time
as they elect parties to it was not taken.

Yet that is the only meaningful way to
guarantee the right to self-determination.

The star turn at Troon was Michael
Foot, who was also strangely preoccupied
with an election — to the leadership of
the Labour Party. As a result he admit-
ted growing ‘sensitivity’ to unemploy-
ment but outlined no measures to com-
bat it. He preferred to reassure Scottish
MPs that if they voted for him he would
honour the Government’s ‘pledges’(!)
on devolution,

The economic policies of the Gov-
ernment were roundly condemned by
delegate after delegate. Indeed, many
fine words were spoken about the need
to replace these Tory policies with
‘socialist” ones. The alternative which
was passed however was — import con-
trols! But the only policies which can
build a fight back are those which solve
the problems of unemployment, infla-
tion and crumbling social services at the
expense of the capitalists — not in coll-
aboration with these same bosses at the
expense of workers overseas.

Alternative

In fact, Red Weekly bulletins dis-
tributed daily at the Conference advoc-
ated measures of nationalisation, work-
ers control and a crash programme of
public works as the only way to solve
these problems in the interests of the
working class. In particular a call for
the nationalisation of the banks and
oil companies which dominate Scotland’s
economy was advanced,

The Scottish Conference of the Lab-
our Party reflected the Scottish labour
movement’s growing refusal to stomach
e attacks of the Labvour Government.
The task facing all socialists inside and
outside the Labour Party now is to har-

ness that anger into alternative policies
and action which can overturn the ant»
working class policies of the Labour
Government and the vicious right-wing
leadership which is prosecuting them

STEFAN PIEKARCZYK
Kelvingrove CLP




The first objection is that pay-
beds allow those with money to
jump the waiting list for treatment
in hospital, which since the 1960s
has never fallen below an average
13.4 weeks for NHS patients. The
examples of waiting lists in the ac-
companying box are taken from the
Government's own Expenditure
Committee on Private Patients Faci-
lities.

An East Midlands study came to
the conclusion that 64 per cent of
fee paying patients go private to
avoid delay — rather than to gain
‘privacy because they are shy’, as
some would have us believe.

Secondly, to allow such a rapid
availability of beds, pay-beds are
kept vacant for when a private pat-
ient isready to come in. This is why
the occupancy rates for pay-beds are
lower (60 per cent on average) than
for NHS beds (84 per cent on aver-
age). Pay-beds stand unused at
times when many who cannot
afford to pay are kept waiting.

SUBSIDISING

Thirdly, pay-beds have always
resulted in the subsidising of those
wanting to jump the queues by pay-
ing. Not only do consultants use
NHS diagnostic facilities, consulting
space and NHS trained staff and
nurses, but the fees paid by private
patients for their stay in the hosp-
tal are well below the actual cost.
The staff union NALGO has cal-
culated, for instance, that patients
in pay-beds at Charing Cross, who
pay £10.50 notional capital cost,
are actually subsidised to the tune
of £50.

It is for these reasons that the

The Law Commission report on
conspiracy and criminal law
reform, published last week,
heralds the start of a crack-down
on the squatting movement. Occu-
pations, including those of workers
§ and students, would become criminal
offences on ‘evidence of violence’
provided by one person.

At the same time, however, the
Commission has been forced to retreat
on earlier proposals for mass arrests of
occupiers in industrial situations on the
boss’s say so. The movement for the
release of the Shrewsbury pickets has
compelled them to recommend that in
future prison sentences for conspiracy
should not exceed the maximum for
the offences allegedly plotted.

The Law Commission start off by
saying that the offence of conspiracy
should be limited to conspiracy to
commit a criminal offence (which
would rule out conspiracy to trespass,

4 Cut/Trespass Law

'Smash Private
Practiceinside
and outside

the NHS

Pay beds have always been a major point of conflict between
consultants and the labour movement. The abolition of private
practice is one of the demands of the 25 April demonstration
called by the National Coordinating Committee Against Cuts
in the NHS. RICH PALSER explains what is at issue.

TTING,

since the latter is a civil offence). But
-

labour movement has consistently
fought the existence of pay-beds

in the NHS; and recently blacking
of pay-beds by hospital workers at
various hospitals in London (Charing

Cross, Hammersmith, and Westmin- °

ster), Manchester and Portsmouth
has forced Barbara Castle to take

privately.

A DHSS letter to area administra-
tors in England put the matter this
way: ‘The criteria for use in con-
sultations and in determining the
content of the schedule (for phasing
out beds) should be the extent to
which pay beds are being used and
the reasonable availability of alterna-
tive beds and facilities for the pri-
vate practice of medicine’ (our
emphasis).

Far from having stood up to the
consultants, Castle has accepted the
‘principle’ which they were fighting
for — that of private practice. Both
the consultants and Castle have
made a compromise, but Castle has
made by far the biggest.

Nor are the consultants sitting
back and doing nothing. They voted

Condition

Hysterectomy

Vasectomy
Gynaecological operations
Cataract operations
Tonsillectomy

Length of waiting Length of waiting
as private patient under NHS
2 weeks 4 months
2 weeks 2 years
1 week 12 months
2 weeks Over 1 month
2 weeks 18 months

some action.

But if we look more closely at
the running dispute between the
consultants, Barbara Castle, and the
labour movement, we can see that
pay-beds are just the tip of the ice-
berg. Behind the pay-beds dispute
lies the growing threat of a private
health service outside the NHS —
the threat of a two-tier health ser-
vice.

Barbara Castle’s latest proposals
aim to phase out 1,000 pay-beds
initially, but only in areas where
there are alternative private health
care facilities outside the NHS.

As the Guardian put it: ‘The
Government is likely to be fairly
gentle with the doctors. The Bill
will stipulate that the Secretary of
State, after the removal of 1,000
beds, will hand her discretionary
power over them to an independent
body, which will decide how to
phase out the rest, taking account
of the need to build up local pri-
vate clinics and hospitals, to allow
consultants to continue to practise

all their other proposals are devoted to
filling the gaps in law which this con-
cession would make.

New sanctions are proposed on for-
cible entry which would have wide impli-
cations for the whole working class. At
a press conference called by organisations
opposed to the new proposals, representa-
tives of the Campaign Against a Criminal
Trespass Law (CACTL) and the National
Council of Civil Liberties among others
explained that the new forcible entry
offence would render trade union and
student occupations open to immediate
police intervention and arrest for forcible
entry if violence could be ‘proved’ to
have occurred. The word of a security
guard or caretaker to this effect would
be sufficient to justify arrests.

It was also pointed out that squatting
has been presented as almost the sole
justification for bringing in new legis-
lation, despite the fact that the proposals
also threaten occupations by workers,
students and tenants. But there can be
no doubt that those fighting homelessness

not to resign from the NHS on the
understanding that these proposals
would be legislated through Parlia-
ment (i.e. so that Castle could not
later change her mind under the
pressure of the labour movement),
and they also voted to continue
their campaign through other means
than resigning. Along with the pri-
vate hospitals and private health
insurance schemes, they have laun-

ched the ‘Campaign for Independence

in Medicine’ — the organisation
responsible for the recent spate of
newspaper adverts for private health
care.

Times have never been better for
the private health schemes. With the
NHS suffering massive cuts, the
demand for private practice to
beat the waiting lists is growing
larger and larger. The direct result

of Labour’s cuts has been the streng-

thening of the private health sector.
Big money is behind the ‘Cam-

paign for Independence in Medicine’,

which was set up by the BMA, the
Hospital Consultants and Specialists
Association, the British Dental

will be in the front line.

The proposed powers against squatters
are formidable. The ‘problem’ of squat-
ters taking over property in which people
are actually living is made central. But as
the sponsors of the press conference
pointed out, this is not a feature of the
squatting movement. The proposals use
the few well publicised examples of such
action to confer on bailiffs and the like
the right of ‘occupiers’ to evict squatters.

This, claimed the press conference,
opens up scope for serious and violent
abuse by gangs of heavies acting for land-
lords who by no stretch of the imagina-
tion are ‘displaced residential occupiers’,
Landlords and property companies can
place a few sticks of furniture in proper-
ties in which they have no intention of
living as the justification for ‘Securicor’
type evictions.

After the press conference, Red
Weekly spoke to two of the leading
activists in CACTL, Mike Reid and

Lander I'raser. Mike Reid told us: *It's
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Association, and the Independent
Hospital Group (which includes
private hospitals and health scheme
organisations). The Campaign aims
to replace the 2,000 or so pay-beds
taken out of the NHS in a manner
which will avoid too much compet-
ition inside the private sector. It is
also preparing to oppose any action
by hospital workers and the rest of
the labour movement in trying to
speed up Castle’s schedule through
industrial action.

INSURANCE

The British Medical Association
has collected £50,000 in its ‘fund for
freedom’; while BUPA, which has 80
per cent of all health insurance on its
books and an income of £36 million,
is sponsoring the Nuffield Nursing
Homes Trust, which runs 21
private homes with a total of
675 beds. With the average cost of
a bed in a private hospital — before
any medical treatment — standing
at an average £25 a day (and at the
Wellington Hospital as much as
£60 a day), these companies stand
to gain a great deal out of the extra
2,500 beds they aim to create in
private hospitals over the next few
years,

NALGO estimates, in fact, that
it will cost something like £80 mil-
lion to replace the current number
of NHS pay-beds in the private
sector.

At the moment there are
already 25,000 beds in the private
sector according to DHSS figures
for last year, and 2.5 million paying
for private health insurance. The use

‘0

of private insurance by companies

is on the increase as a fringe benefit
not only for executives but also for

highly skilled workers — and in the

UPATIONS

clear that these proposals are designed
to deal with the widespread opposition
that is beginning to develop in response
to the cuts and the Tory recession
policies of the Labour Government. The
report particularly aims itsell against
direct action.

“The TUC gave evidence to the Law
Commission but failed to take account of
the threat that is posed to occupations in
industry by the vagueness of the new
forcible entry proposals. Any manage-
ment stooge could claim violence had
been threatened to bring the police
into an occupation. A further fault
of the TUC evidence is that they only
address themselves to the work situa-
tion, and do not defend the position
of those who take action against
homelessness.”

Zander P'raser agreed, adding:
‘Although CACTL has correctly addres-
sed its campaign against these ch:mgeQ
in legislation, my personal view is that
essentially the question boils down to

12.30 on 25 April,
Hyde Park to
Tratclgar Squore

Called by the National Co-ordinating

Ctte against cuts in the NHS
Supported by NALGO, NUS, SMA,
AUEW, Sheffield Dist Ctte,

CLPs, Manchester TC, etc

future as part of a pay increase for
better paid workers.

COMMERCIAL

Up too are the number of applic-
ations for planning permission to
build private hospitals. Applicationsu
have been made in Manchester,
Sutton Coldfield, Leeds, Chelten-
ham, Stratford on Avon, and not-
ably in London to a total tune of
581 beds. It is firms like ‘Harley
St Clinic Ltd’ and the American
‘Allied Medical International’ which
are behind these projects. Dr David
Owen, Minister of State for Health,
said in Parliament recently that
requests from commercial develo-
pers were piling up in his depart-
ment,

The labour movement cannot
afford in the slightest to sit back and
congratulate Castle on her phasing
out of pay-beds. At the same time
she is allowing the growth of private
practice outside the NHS which
threatens to expand into a blossom-
ing private health sector. It is for
these reasons that the labour move-
ment should be demanding an end
to the cuts and the abolition of all
private practice. We are not simply
fighting the deterioration of the
NHS, but also the threat of a two-
tier health service.

one of strength, It’s obvious that thev
can’t use these proposals against the
miners or dockers and the best organ-
ised unions. They will be used against
the weaker sections, just as the laws
which they replace were used against
the building workers who were weakly
organised.

‘The lesson for squatters is that they
have to fight in cooperation with
tenants and local trade unionists. To
get that support squatters will have to
put forward a political stand on the
housing question, It's only in this
way that they can defend themselves.’

CACTL will be considering proposals
for taking the campaign forward in the
near future. Meanwhile every militant
must be capable of explaining what these
new laws mean for the fight aganst the
anti-working class policies of the Labour
Government, defending the position of
squatters and showing that if the need
arose these proposals could be used
against direct action on the campuses
and in industry,
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Hundreds of delegates from all over Britain will be gathering this week at
the National Union of Students Conference in Llandudno. They will have
to elect their leadership for the next year and decide what attitude NUS will
take to the attacks of the Labour Government on students. In particular,
delegates will be discussing the White Paper on Public Expenditure, which

The NUS Conference is the first in the round of the summer union con-
ferences and despite the weakness of students in launching a fight against
the policies of the Government, it will be of significance to both students

has already provoked mass protest strikes by workers in Dundee and Glasgow.

and trade unionists.

ne when the NUS
Conference played the role of a
reassuring week of self-congratula-
tion for the Broad Left leadership.

There was a t

All good things come fo an end,
however, and not even NUS can be
spared the blows of the capitalist
up and down the

crisis. Coll

e value of

country face clo
the grant has reached an

low:; long-term unempl

increasing numbers of sch
college leavers; the Governr
a racist attack on over-

launch
t ts thre its extor-

tionate increase in fees; already in-
adequate creche facilities are being
closed down — in fact, the list is

endless

Downturn

The seeming inability of the
NUS leadership to react to these
attacks in anything but a token
fashion has le:! to demoralisation
and a downturn in student activ-
ism. This has been demonstrated
graphically by the spate of disaff-
iliations from NUS, including for-
mer Broad Left strongholds such as
Strathclyde University.

Th® most disturbing feature of
these developments is the growing
success of the right wing in exploit-
ing this dcioralisation by posing as
a credible leadership based on ‘real-
istic’ policies — policies of support-
ing the Government’s attempts to
solve the crisis at the expense of
the working class whilst making a

special case for protecting the ‘best’

part of the education.system, the
universities.

It would be a great mistake for
socialists to underestimate the attrac-
tion of the right for many students,
particularly as the issue on which
they launched their offensive — dem-
ocracy in NUS — is one on which
the Broad Left is particularly vulner-
able. Because the right want to use
the postal ballot and referenda to
atomise students in order to pre-
vent any possibility of building a

student/worker alliance to defeat

> attacks of the Government,

the Broad Lefit’s answer of main-
taining the sratus quo is worse

than useless. Only a fight to ex-
tend the principle of mass meetings

as the bastion of decision making

the right wing campaign for dem-
ocracy as a recipe for passivity

The main debate at the confer-
ence will be on the cuts in educa-
economic policy, which came high
on the list of priority motions for
the conference has not been put on
the order paper. IMG delegates will
be arguing that this question is indiv-
isible from the attacks on education,
and that they should be debated to-
gether.

Restoration

At the centre of IMG’s policies
for the NUS will be the fight for
students to win support from the
working class in defending them-
selves from the cuts in education.

CACTL demo in February-pressilre has produced. some cnm:assm.ns,. but Law Comm-

ission proposals would lead to big increase in squatter evictions

LEADERSHIP
CRISIS HITS

Student unions taking this as a start-
ing point will be arguing for the res-
toration of all cuts in the social ser-
vices, and the protection of spend-
ing from inflation; a crash program-
me of socially useful public works:
a sliding scale of wages and benefits;
a guaranteed job for all; a sliding
scale of grants.

Their amendment also poses the
need for the opening of the college
and local authority books to com-
mittees of workers and students in
order to develop a plan to defend
education. It further argues that an
important step in overcoming the
isolation of students from the work-
ers movement would be the affilia-
tion of NUS as a mass organisation
to the Labour Party. The strikes in
Dundee and Glasgow and the huge
attendence at the National Assem-
bly against Unemployment point
to the growth of a fighting move-
ment against the policies of the
Labour Government to which stud-
ents must link their struggles.

Overseas

The other main debate will be
on the attacks launched by this Gov-
ernment on overseas students. The
proposal to implement huge increas-
es in overseas students’ feas is not
only an attempt to divide students
along racist lines, preventing the
unity essential at this time — it is
also a method of introd ucing fur-
ther education cuts by the back
door. The reduction of the num-
bers of overseas students will lead
to the closing of many courses and
the sacking of staff.

The NUS must mount a cam-
paign of direct action to block the
implementation of this policy at a
college level. Such a campaign must
also be extended outside the cam-
puses to Labour Party and trade
union branches. The NUS Exec-
utive must also be forced to take up
the call by Iranian students to
drive the SAVAK secret police off
the campuces.

The conference must also be aw
aware of the dangers of fascist
groups using the issue to gain a base
amongst students, and must resolve
to deny them a platform by any
means necessary.

But even the correct policies
are not enough. The fight for a lead-
ership that will go out to the mem-
bership to campaign for the imple-
mentation of these policies is posed
more sharply than ever before.

This is why the IMG is standing a
full slate of candidates in these elec-
tions, combining a record in strug-
gle with the policies that can take
students forward. While the big-
gest group to the left of the Broad
Left, NOISS, has made correct crit-
icisms of the Broad Left, it can
really only offer more militant ver-
sions of the Broad Left recipe.

The growing dissatisfaction am-
ong many students with their Broad
Left leadership will be expressed
but not resolved at this conference.
If the far left do not wish to re-
main a permanent opposition ten-
dency inside the NUS Conference,
then they must now begin to act
together on a principled basis to
challenge the Broad Left.

Minority slams
cover-up

‘This conference must reject a practice that leads to NUS apologising for
the very existence of its international work, and stop our delegates creep-
ing out the back door of Endsleigh Street every time they want to attend
an international conference that is being held in one of the countries of

the Soviet bloc.’

This is the conclusion of a minority
report on international work that will
be presented to the NUS Conference.

The report takes up in detail the
practice of the majority of the Execu-
tive in relation to international work.
In some cases its campaigns have been
inadequate, as on southern Africa and
Chile. In some cases no work at all has
been done, as over Indian political pri-
soners.

The report also sharply questions
the conduct of Executive members at
international conferences, while recog-
nising that press reports of NUS dele-
gates’ behaviour at the 13th European
Seminar held in Bucharest last year were
untrue. It points to the difficulties of
scrutinising the behaviour of NUS dele-
gations —

it is often what our delegates
do not say rather than what they do
say that has been the cause of discontent
with their behaviour,’

For instance, the communique from
the 13th Seminar stated that ‘not only
have the socialist countries secured
equal rights for women, but they have
made it possible for women to enjoy
these rights in practice’. NUS Deputy
President, Alistair Stewart, spoke at the
Seminar denouncing the capitalist
countries for their exploifation and
oppression of women, but made no cri-
ticism at all of the ‘socialist countries’
(although as the minority report points
out the average wage of women in
Russia is still only 75 per cent that of
men).

The minority report advocates the
rejection of the communique and the cen-

- relation to women, in domestic policies’.

VAL COULTAS—IMG member of NUS
Executive and one of authors of report

suring of the NUS representatives who
attended the Seminar, because the
‘overall drift of the official communigue
. s one of justifving the policies of
“detente and peaceful coexistence’ and
uncritical applause of the role of the
Soviet Union in foreign policy and, in

The distinguishing feature of the
report compared to past debates in the
NUS on international work is its clear
rejection of any idea that this work
should be ‘played down’. The minority
report throws down the gauntlet to any
groupings in the NUS who take this
view,

At the last NUS Conference, Sue
Slipman, Communist Party member and
National Secretary of the NUS, had
responsibility for international work
removed from her. The press reported
this as a victory for the ‘moderates’.
Acceptance of the minority report.
however, can only be seen as a step
forward for all students towards gen-
uine internationalism.

IS
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One year has passed since the National
Abortion Campaign was founded on 3
March 1975 to co-ordinate opposition
to James White’s Abortion (Amend-
ment) Bill and any other restrictive
legislation. The basis of the campaign
was that it should be a woman’s right
to choose whether to terminate or
continue her pregnancy.

During these twelve months the
National Abortion Campaign has gained
tremendous support. NAC groups have
been set up all around the country and
support has been received from numer-
ous trade unions and trades councils.

One month after the founding meet-
ing in March, an extremely successful
meeting was held at the House of Com-
mons to explain the campaign. Over
800 people attended. This was the big-
gest public meeting in the House of
Commons for over 10 years.

The numbers soon swelled to
25,000 when a national demonstration
in protest against the Abortion (Amend-
ment) Bill was held on 21 June. Support
from all over Britain and also included
persons from France, Holland, Switzer-
land and Portugal. A petition with
150,000 signatures was presented to
Parliament — the culmination of a great
deal of activity by the local groups. This
showing of forces on 21 June had a great
impact around the country.

During the summer months local
groups picketed and demonstrated out-
side Department of Health and Social
Security offices against the restrictive
recommendations in the third special
report of the Select Committee, which
was presented to the press on § August.
In Scptember came one of the cam-

the TUC and Labour Party conferences
both passed motions in support of *abor-
tion on request’.

Then on 18—-19 October, 1,000
people came together at Imperial Coll-
ege in London to discuss collectively the
best way to carry the campaign forward.
It was agreed to call a week of action
against the reconstitution of the Select
Committee and to prepare for a mass
mobilisation in the new year to com-
bat the threat of restrictive legislation.

With the end of the parliamentary
session in October, the Abortion (Amend-
ment) Bill automatically fell. Butin
February, 1976, a motion was put to
Parliament to reconvene the Select Com-
mittee to consider further the Abortion
(Amendment) Bill and further protests
were organised around the country.

Shortly after the Select Committee
had been reconvened, six of the 14 MPs
serving on it resigned leaving only anti-
abortionists on the committee. With
the support of several other pro-abortion
organisations, NAC decided not to sub-
mit any evidence to this rump Select
Committee, but instead to present their
evidence to the public at a later date.

NAC has had great success over the
past twelve months in making people
aware of thu attacks on abortion rights
and in organising to defend these rights.
But the situation today is more restric-
tive than it was a year ago; and if the re-
convened Select Committee has its way,
two-thirds of those women facing un-
wanted pregnancies will be unable to
get safe, legal abortions and will be for-
ced into the hands of the backstreet
butchers.

FAYE THOMPSON (NAC Steering
Committee)
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paign’s biggest successes to date, when

Abortion facilities
under Healey's axe

Last year more than 50,000 British women were forced
to pay out £50 or more to get abortions — an abortion
to which they were legally entitled under the 1967 Act,
but which was refused by the National Health Service.
In fact, the number of women applying for but unable
to get an abortion on the NHS rose from under half in
1974 to 52 per cent in 1975. If this is taken with the
other much-quoted statistic that the total number of abor-
tions fell in 1975, some idea can be gained of the effect
that the cuts in NHS spending are having on the availabi-
lity of abortion facilities.

After refusing to restore the 1973 cuts of £111 million
in the health budget, the Labour Government has extend-
ed the Tories’ cuts — planning to lop off another £152
million from health spending in 1978/79. Services for
women, which have always been a low priority, are being
badly hit. Family planning clinics now report waiting
times of up to three months. Some areas like Bucking-
hamshire have completely stopped sterilisation and vasec-
tomy operations except for severe medical reasons.

Provision and extension of abortion facilities has also
come under Healey’s axe. Oxford Area Health Authority
is considering a reduction in abortions as a money saver;
the proposed plans for new out-patient clinics at Charing
Cross and She’field are being revizwed’; and the new
regulations from the Parliamentary Select Committee
requiring hospitals which carry out late abortions to have
resuscitation equipment means that hospitals without it
are proscribed by the cost of such equipment from carry-
ing out these abortions.

CONTRACEPTION

The current climate of cuts has also provided a conven-
ient smokescreen for reactionary doctors to hide behind:
those who place their own ‘moral’ judgement above that
of a women who decides she needs an abortion, and those
eager to exploit the inadequacies of the NHS to line their
own pockets with a few private abortions.

But the decline in abortion facilities cannot simply be
explained as an economy measure. It is cheaper to give
women abortions than to provide the necessary NHS ser-
vices for childbirth and after-care. The total cost of a
national network of day care clinics which could provide
early safe abortions for every woman wanting one would

be a mere £1.7 million a year. Yet Barbara Castle is cur-
rently paying out £1.8 million a year to doctors as a
bribe to give advice on contraception when they should
be giving it in any case!

So it’s not the cost of abortions that is behind the
cutbacks. Rather more important is the impact that the
lack of abortion facilities will have on the ability of wo-
men to break out of the oppressive confines of their trad-
itional role as wives and mothers putting family and chil-
dren first.

RESPONSIBILITIES

In this respect cuts in abortion facilities fit in exactly
with other social service cuts, the brunt of which are being
borne directly by women: reduction in nursery provisions;
refusal of schools to accept rising fives; loss of jobs at
twice the rate of men; and a host of other problems all
resulting in women having to shoulder family responsibil-
ities 24 hours a day, isolated in the home, with even less
relief than before from the welfare state.

Cuts in facilities in the NHS are just one half of the
story of Labour’s attacks on abortion. The other is the
continuing saga of the Select Committee. It is completely
in line with the reactionary policies being pursued in gen-
eral by the present Labour leaders that women should be
denied that very basic and necessary right — control over
their own fertility — without which they cannot begin to
take control of the other aspects of their lives.

Labour’s answer to the bosses’ crisis is to make the
workers pay — and women are paying very dearly. Res-
trictions on abortion and cuts in social services will rein-
force the oppression of women within the family and
weaken the ability of the working class to organise a unit-
ed fight back. The fight for abortion rights is part of the
wider opposition to building up to the anti-working class
policies of the Labour Government.

A good opportunity to show this in practice will be
for supporters of a women’s right to choose to march on
the 25 April demonstration against the cuts and private
practice in the NHS behind the banner of ‘Free Abortion
on Demand on the NHS’, Many local NAC groups are al-
ready discussing how to mobilise for this. Now is the time
to march against the cuts and for abortion rights!

Berry Beaumont

ABORTIO|

The resignation of the six MPs from
the Select Committee has made it
clear that this body will do nothing
but further restrict women's right to
abortion.

We should ask ourselves — ‘why
should any parliamentary body have

the right to control women’s fertility?’

This control should be in the hand of
women themselves. It’s women who
must bear the consequences of un-
wanted pregnancies which tie them
closer to the family and make it im-
possible for them to have even the
limited amount of independence this
society offers women.

TRIBUNAL

We should organise for an ‘alterna-
tive’ Tribunal to the Select Commit-
tee. The Select Committee are a
rump of staunch anti-abortionists
sitting in smoke-filled rooms in the
House of Commons with the fate of
hundreds of thousands of women in
their hands.

The Tribunal will be very different.

It will be an opportunity to hear
evidence collected over the next six
months and to map out plans for
taking the campaign forward on the
basis of the experience in collecting
it. We should try to make sure that
building actions for it involves peop-
le way beyond just those in the local
NAC groups. But clearly NAC
groups will have to take the lead in
building it.

In other words, the Tribunal will
not be just for the ‘committed’, but
will try to reach thousands of people
who are concerned about the increas-
ing restrictions on women'’s abortion

Photo: ANN MULLEN (IFL)

More than a hundred women and men marched through Hackney

the evidence

DODIE WEPPLER, an IMG n
tee, writes on the next steps ¢

A band of more than a thousand anti-abc
noisy reception at Newcastle Civic Centr:
ing the fore-court by a 150-strong picket
ed by Tyneside Abortion Campaign (TA(
organisations and other militants.

The Lord Mayor (a Labour councillor
ceive a petition from the anti-abortionist:
ing mother, every child a wanted child’, :
not the state’.

Later the silent anti-abortionists were
who gave out leaflets along the demo rou
case for ‘Free abortion on demand — a w

b

rights,

The NAC Steering Committee has
already discussed setting up a nation-
al organising committee for the
Tribunal. It should get representat-
ives from as many individuals and
organisations as possible. Such bod-
ies could also be set up in the areas
to co-ordinate local actions to build
for the Tribunal.

Groups should join in organising
the Tribunal on the basis of the pol-

nursery pl

on Saturday to demand more day care nurseries for under-fives in The ca
the area. The march was called by Hackney Nursery Campaign, extend pu
which is also fighting for parity of pay, conditionsrand training the Trade:
opportunities for all those who work with under-fives. North Lat
The campaign was born out of the joint efforts of the Hack- Party. Mc
ney Under-Fives Committee and the Women's Sub-Committee of campaigns
Hackney Trades Council, which works around the Working Wo- Wandswoi
men’'s Charter. The demand for more nurseries is seen as partic- statement
ularly important since it raises the question not only of the moth- committe
er’s role in the home, but also of a mother’s right to work. There throughot

are 13,500 under-fives in Hackney and a mere 359 council day
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that matters

ber of the NAC Steering Commit-
“the 3 Aprll demonstration.

ists marching in silent prayer met with a
Saturday. They were blocked from enter-
inding a woman's right to choose, organis-
d supported by women's groups, political

| forced to walk through the picket to re-
JFE, amid chants of “Every mother a will-
Nomen must decide their fate, not the church,

wed through Newcastle by TAC supporters,
stting forward in a very positive way the ¢
s right to choose’.

=

icies they have adopted. So for eéx-
ample, in the Labour Party and in
the trade unions, we would hope
that people prepared to fight for
the implementation of last year’s
conference decisions for *free abor-
tion on request on the NHS’ would
begin to organise within their bran-
ches and constituences on this basis.
Calls for workers' enquiries will
be particularly important amongst
hospital workers. It is hospital work-

In is being taken up as part of the general fight to
srvices in the area, and already has the support of
neil, local NALGO and NUT branches, Hackney

arty, and Hackney South & Shoreditch Labour

'@ also being made to link up with other nursery

h have been launched in Lambeth, Norwood,

swer Hamlets, Brent, Enfield, etc. A joint policy

ist of demands is to be drawn up by a steering

th can pave the way for a co-ordinated campaign

idon.

ers who often know best how wo-
men’s rights to abortion are being
restricted.

This isn’t just a question of facil-
ities — it’s also a question of an
ideological fight we have to wage
against the reactionary gynaecol-
ogists. On the basis of this material
— which clearly involves demanding
that the books be opened — a plan
which will serve women’s interests
will have to be drawn up, and actions
organised to fight for this plan. Of
course this shouldn’t be just limited
to hospital workers — it is a question
which affects the entire working class,

It is clear that most trade unions
won't spontaneously see the need to
call for special enquiries into women'’s
right to abortion. At a time when
drastic cuts are being made in the
NHS, the first response could be
that abortion facilities are a ‘luxury’
which can go. So even to get the de-
mand for a workers’ enquiry taken
up will entail the independent organ-
isation of women within the trade
unions,

ENQUIRIES

It will be women who will have
to fight to get their fellow workers
to take this attack seriously and be-
gin to organise against it. We have
to be clear that workers’ enquiries
are not enquiries which male work-
ers will carry out and then they will

How we
organised

in Leicester

decide for women. Workers enquir-
ies will have to be democratically
organised, and particularly in this
case, women will have to play a lead-
ing role.

We also have to find a way of get-
ting evidence from women who have
themselves been victims of the sab-
otage of the 1967 Act and of the cur-
rent further restrictions. This could
be started by calling on unions heav-
ily dominated by women to collect
such evidence from their members.

Teachers’ unions could also build
for the Tribunal by launching cam-
paigns based on evidence collected
on the availability of abortion infor-
mation for students, how SPUC uses
the schools to imbue students with
reactionary ideas, and so on.

To be successful, this Tribunal
will also have to reach women in the
home or in non-unionised jobs. This
means organising meetings in hous-
ing estates, leafleting markets and
doctors’ surgeries — anywhere we
can reach these women — to ensure
that their experiences are taken into
account in any plan to carry on the
fight for women’s right to choose
and for free abortion on demand
on the NUS

Nor should the Labour MPs who
resigned from the Select Committee
be let off the hook. We should de-
mand that they are in the forefront
of the campaign for the Tribunal.

ANNE CESEK, a militant in the Leicester National Abortion Cam-
paign, describes how they have been building for the demonstration
and what they plan to do after 3 April.

Local NAC groups will be able to use
the setting up of a national Tribunal by
MNAC in opposition to the Select Commi-
ttee as a focus for building local activities
as part of a co-ordinated national campaign.

Locally we have already produced a
pamphlet, Abortion in Leicester Now,
which outlines the appalling abortion
facilities for women in Leicester. Many of
the gynaecologists are anti-abortion; as a
result, over 60 per cent of women who
wantea abortions in 1973 had to have them
performed privately outside Leicestershire.
We have shown that in reality the 1967
Abortion Act is not being implemented —
and this, of course, is not peculiar to
Leicester.

We have been using this pamphlet to
build for the demonstration as well as
leafleting and organising motorcades
through the centre of town. However,
because of the very favourable response to
our pamphlet, we are planning to use it as
part of a campaign for the provision of
out-patient abortion facilities in Leicester.

The organisation of a national Tribunal
will undoubtedly help us to develop our cam-
paign. Firstly, it gives us a very good oppor-
tunity to initiate a workers’ enquiry
through the National Health Service unions
into abortion facilities in Leicester. Secon-
dly, it will involve forces outside NAC in the
collection and preparation of evidence.

In this situation it will be vital for us to
link our campaign for out-patient abortion
facilities with the local campaign being
waged against the cuts by the public sector
committee which has recently been formed
by Leicester Trades Council. We have also
decided to support the 25 April national
demonstration against NHS cuts and private
practice. Actions like these are essential if
we are to realise our main demand — free
abortion and contraception on demand,
freely available on the NHS.

In the run up to 3 April we have been
speaking at a lot of trade union branches,

and a number of them together with
Leicester Trades Council are supporting
the demonstration. Last week a local
branch of TASS, the white collar section
of the engineering union, affiliated to the
campaign and it will be urging its District
Committee to support the demo.

Most importantly, it has asked us to
draft a resolution which it will send to
TASS-sponsored MPs calling on them to
support NAC in its boycott of the Select
Committee and urging them not to
replace those who have resigned from the
Select Committee. TASS nationally has
already written to 1ts sponsored MPs asking
them to vote against the reconvening of the
Select Committee.

Hopefully we will be able to get the
same sort of response from other unions
in our area — several AUEW branches
are already affiliated to the campaign.

This kind of activity can help to
build the widest possible support for our
campaign in the labour movement on
both a local and national level. After all,
free abortion and contraception on de-
mand is a fight for the whole labour
movement.

ABORTION
IN

LEICESTER

Now 10p

Abortion in Leicester Now (10p plus
8%p postage) is available from Leicester
NAC, 37 Cecil Road, Highficld, Leicester.
Bulk orders are wefcome.
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WOMEN AND ID WORK: OUR NATIONAL SURVEY RESULTS

economic future of the country
largely ignoring the needs of three-

quarters-of-s-million women,

Women with
children need
more help

B One third of mothers
at home wants to go back
to work but can't find
child-care

Most women give up work, at
least for a time, when they stam o
family. Two-thirds of the mothers
at home told us that they didn't go
out to work because they believed
in caring for their children them-

selv 5. But the vast majority are
conscious of making some kind of
sacrifice o stay &t home—only one
in five mothers at home said she
did not want or need a job. For
some the sacrifice is financial, for
others it's the lack of aduit com-
pany.

The realitics of bringing up a
young [ﬂmllj’ clearly dul.mly any

they n-ppremte gerting  back to

Among working women 8
gmler percentage of mothers than
non-mothers say they enjoy their
work, and the younger their chil-
dren the more likely they are to find
pleasure in work outside the home,
More than a third of mothers of
under-fives go out to work because
they get bored at home.

Many women clearly are pris-
oners in the home. MNearly one-
third of all methers ar home say
the only reason they haven't got
a job is that they can’t find any
reliable care for their children,
“the poorer the family, the more
likely this is to be the reason for a
muﬁm’ staymg at home.

into sction to.give child-minders
proper support and training. Why
don't more follow their fead ?
There's no reasen for “'child-
minder” to be the mther grubby
word it has become. A good child-
minder can provide excellent care,
and it is far berter for a child w
have a caring substirute mother
for a few hours and a relaxed and
loving mum the rest of the time,

han its own mother all the time g

fecling imprisoned and  harassed.

Mothers
forced to take
poor jobs

findings

M tbe country as @ whole tw[nch
needs these children to support it
in the future) cannot continue to
leave mothers unsuppao L

Some mothers need a playgroup
just to give them a breather and a
chance to enjoy adult company un-
interrupted by piping demands.
Others need full-time child care.

Everyone knows there is a dire
shortage of nursery places in this

left their toddlers with friends or
relatives every day than in baoth
private  and local  suthomity
nurseries put wgether.

The Government says there
isn’t the money for fully cquipped.

W Having children makes
a woman three times as
likely to be stuck in

a badly paid job

We found that two-thirds of our
working maothers had  part-time
jobs. But two-thirds of these part-
tirmers would work full-tirme if it
were not for the children.

One problem 18 that employers
tend to take advantuge of mothers'
needs for particular hours or for a
job just round the corner. For
example, we found that 16 per cen
mere women without childreg

LEeries, hu! some local
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‘Equal Pay Act useless to most work-
ing women’; ‘Jobless married women
are ignored’. These are just two of
the headlines in a recent article from
a women’s magazine — not one of
the growing number of radical journ-
als springing up from the women’s
liberation movement, but that ‘moth-
ers friend’ Worman's Own.

This magazine, taking the royals as its
starting point, usually provides the pap to
consolidate the myth of the happy family.
So why the about face? After conducting
a survey of 5,000 of its readership, they
found the results were an ‘eye-opener in
this “age of equality™ .

Only 43 per cent of the women survey-
ed were covered by the Equal Pay Act,
and only 10 per cent of these were not
receiving equal pay, But the remaining
57 per cent of women workers were out
in the cold. Their take-home pay was as
low as £23.

Of course, for many working women

the unemployed — the Equal Pay Act is
irrelevant anyway. Woman's Own conclud-
ed that the official figure of 317,095 wo-
men registered unemployed should be
topped up to one million, because their
survey showed that 70 per cent of wo-
men do not bother to register. Despite
the cosmetic job done by Michael Foot,
this means that the real figure of jobless is
now at least two million!

PRISONERS

The survey also looked at women in
the home. Woman’s Own found that:
‘Many women are prisoners in the home.
One third of mothers at home say the
only reason they haven't got a job is that
they can’t find reliable care for their
children.’

Those women who do manage to loos-
en the chains of housework are relegated
to the worst paid, unskilled jobs, or find
themselves subject to the lousy conditions
which prevail in the twilight zone of the
part-employed (two-thirds of those survey-
ed stated that they would find full-time
jobs if it were not for the responsibilities
of child care).

The Womans Own readership were
then asked — *Who do you think makes

sure your views are represented nationally?”
Two out of three said that they could not
think of anyone.

This is certainly a slap in the face for
the Labour Government quacks who offer
women the Sex Discrimination and Equal
Pay Acts as a sugar coating for cuts in
social spending, low pay and unemploy-
ment, And little wonder that these wo-
men see no alternative from the workers
movement, when the likes of Jack Jones
call for fake unity with the Government
around these policies.

SUFFOCATING

The resentment of women against this
leadership can only find expression through
demands which link the oppression of wo-
men at home and at work. The demands
of the Working Women’s Charter expose
the suffocating web revealed by the Wo-
man's Own survey.

The Working Women's Charter is hold-
ing its first national conference on 10—11
April in Coventry as a part of the fight

i for women’s rights. Proposals will be put

to the conference for activities to unite
the campaign with those sections of the
workers movement which have already
adopted the Charter (which received near-
ly three million votes at last year’s TUC
Congress).

Such action will have to address itself
to the inadequacies of the present legisla-
tion through workers” enquiries to mon-
itor its weakness in actual practice,
to resist the cuts. to fight for the right
of women to chouse whether to have bab-
ies or not, and the right of women to work.
As well as getting the maximum number of
labour movement delegates to the confer-
ence, every effort must be made to ensure
that the ‘left’ leaders take up the needs of
women and campaign for recall TUC and
Labour Party conferences to prepare such
a fight.

Only such policics can ensure that the
millions of women whose oppression is
voiced by the live thousand readers ol
Women'’s Own don’t remain isolated or

worse — take the path of reaction in
the abscnce of any leadership in the work-
ers movement. Only such policies can
ensure that the ability of the whole werk-
ing class to resist the latest attacks unleash-
ed by the Labour Government on its liv-
ing standards will not be split and divided
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Mot so long ago Red Weekly was a supporter of
FRELIMO. However, now that movement has
actually won its war and is installed in government
n Mozambique, Red Week/y has decided to turn
on it with some venom, judging by Julius Karanja's
article "Samora’s sabre-rattling’ (Red Week/y, 11
March).

Karanja makes a series of assertions without
producing a single shred of evidence to support
them. For example, the FRELIMO Government
% carelessly described as a ‘bureaucratic regime’.

¥What about the struggle against bureaucratic
methods of work waged by the FRELIMO leader-
shp lincluding President Samora Machel) during
the war against Portuguese colonialism? What about
the work of mass mobilisation that was necessary
for that war? What about the tireless political work
Some among the masses in southern Mozumbique
fwfo were not directly touched by the armed strug-
#*! in the period leading up to full independence
» June 18757 What about the setting up of grupos
& remsadiones (iterally ‘"dynamesing groups’) all
Swer The Country as essential elements of political
sducation and agitation?

Exhortations

Nooe of this fits easily into any normal defini-
Swn of the word ‘bureaucratic’. Are we to suppose
Wt all of this has disappeared overnight, comrade
Karanja? If you think that FRELIMO has degener-
#%ad into some sort of bureaucratic clique, then
you owe us a detailed explanation of this phenom-
non. :
Again, why does Karanja scoff at Samora Machel's
sxhortations to build air-raid shelters? Perhaps he
thinks that the Rhodesian and South African air
forces, faced with the prospect of intensifying
guerrilla struggle, would have some scruples about
raiding across the border and attacking Mozambic-

#n villages. Fortunately, the Mozambican Govern-
ment is under no such illusion.

Karanja refers to the December army mutiny,
and claims that those purged were ‘militants’ and
were protesting against ‘appalling work conditions
in the armed forces’. In fact the mutiny was spark-
ed off by an army seminar which discussed problems
in the relationship between the armed forces and
the people. There had been a number of abuses
and it was decided to tighten up discipline, e.g. sol-
diers were not allowed to drink alcohol while in un-
iform, and they were not allowed to take their weap-
ons outside their barracks unless on duty. Infiltra-
tion into the army was also feared: given Mozam-
bigue’s proximity to South Africa this is hardly sur-
prising.

It was against these discipline and security meas-
ures that Karanja's supposed ‘militants’ mutinied.

Is Julius Karanja really in favour of trigger-happy
drunken soldiers strolling round the streets of Map-
uto? Or of a relaxation in security that would allow
South African agents to penetrate the army with
greater ease?

Remarkable

But the most remarkable piace in Karanja's art-
icle is his claim that the Mozambican closure of the
border with Rhodesia is a fraud designed to put
pressure on Vorster to, in turn, put pressure on lan
Smith to do a deal with ‘moderate’ black leaders
and thus stifle the Zimbabwe liberation struggle —
thus the politics of southern Africa dissolves into
one huge conspiracy. At the same time Karanja
eriticises Samora Machel for not having implemented
full sanctions much earlier.

Karanja even says that Machel’s policy ‘serves
the interests of imperialism’. According to The
Observer of 14 March, the immediate effect of
Machel’s policy has been the confiscation of 20 per
cant of Rhodesia’s rolling stock (worth some £23
million) and the loss of routes for 60 per cent of
her foreign trade (which because of congestion,
freight costs, etc. cannot si mply be rerouted via

e Sy 5

MOZAMBIQUE

- o
Mo e L e,

FRELIMO leadership:

REVOI.I{"I;IONARY

NEO-COLONIALIST

A letter and a reply

South Africa). It is a little uifficult to see how this
‘serves the interests of imperialism’. Perhaps com-
rade Karanja would care to enlighten us.

As for the earlier implementation of sanctions,
Karanja conveniently ‘forgets’ that Mozambique
has been independent for the grand total of eight
months, and that as a legacy of colonialism Mozam-
bique inherited an economy that was not only on
the verge of bankruptey, but had been integrated
by st administrations into the
economies of South Africa and Rhodesia. There
was never any doubt that the FRELIMO Govern-
ment wished to implement sanctions. However,
what is desirable is not always what is possible.

Are we really to condemn the Mozambican
Government because it gave itself a few months
breathing space before embarking on a full-scale
confrontation with the Rhodesian regime? Those
months were not wasted — they were a time of con-
tinued political mobilisation, and of attempts to im-
part some sort of independence and stability to the
economy. Even so, the implementaiton of sanctions
will undoubtedly hurt Mozambique with, for ex-
ample, a direct loss of over £20 million a year on
rail and port revenue,

Headaches

If Karanja believes FRELIMO to be insincere in
its desire to aid the Zimbabwe liberation struggle,
why does it allow several thousand Zimbabwe
guerrillas to operate from training camps in Western
Mozambique? This must have caused severe political
headaches for FRELIMO leaders over the past few
months, given the acute divisions in the leadership
of the Zimbabwe liberation movement.

Finally, where is comrade Karanja getting his
information — such as it is — from? Certainly he
has not bothered to contact the Mozambique and
Guinea Information Centre, which is well able to
provide him with material direct from Mozambique.
We will be only too happy to let comrade Karanja
use our library, and read the Mozambican magazines
which arrive regularly in the office. If he were to
use such facilities, perhaps he would be able to
write articles which bear some relation to the real-
ities of southern Africa. — PAUL FAUVET and JILL
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Strange bedfellows: Machel (right) with Kaunda
feentre) and Nyerere last week

JULIUS KARANJA replies:

First | must clarify a fundamental confusion that
runs through the letter from comrades Fauvet and
Sheppard: my critici in the article were aimed
specifically at the Machel leadership and not at
FRELIMO as a whole.

All the examples quoted by the comrades as
evidence of a struggle against bureaucratic methods
of work, with the exception of the grupos dinami-
zadores, date back to the time of the struggles
before taking power. This is not insignificant: the
policies of the Machel leadership were not {and are
not) based upon any cohlerent revolutionary strategy
but essentially upon an empirical approach —
empiricism to win the sympathy of the villages,
empiricism to resolve conflicts between ethnic
groups to win a base, empiricism in their break
with negotiations with the Portuguese, empiricism
to structure the guerrilla organisations, etc.
Essentially, therefore, its break with reformist
nationalism was on an empirical basis. This em-
pirical approach today guides the policies of Machel.

But that a bureaucratic method exists, in spite
of empirical breaks made from it on certain occa-
sions, cannot be doubted. There is a one party state.
No other political party is permitted. There is a
fusion of the party and the state: ‘The People's
Republic of Mozambique will be guided by the
political line defined by FR ELIMO, which is the
leader of the stdte and society’ (Article 3, FRELIMO
Constitution); ‘The People’s Assembly is the
supreme organ of the state’ (Article 37) — this body
is not an elected one!

Guidelines

Again: 'Anyone who deforms our line can expect
no tolerance from us If the Government is to
be really capable of making the interests of the
working masses its own and never deviating from
serving the People, it is essential that it remains
constantly under FRELIMO's leadership’ (message
from the President of FRELIMO on the Investiture
of the Transitional Government in Mozambique).
Do comrades Fauvet and Sheppard consider these
as guidelines against 'bureaucratic methods of
work? '

Again, the comrades produce not a ‘shred of
evidence’ to show that the grupos dinamizadores
do not act along similar political projections: that
of implementing the ‘watchwords of FRELIMO".
The leaders of these grupos are in fact appointed
from above, and would it not be fair to say that
Machel’s line against those "'who deform our line’
will be implemented even in these bodies?

Thus it is not our contention to say that the
FRELIMO leadership has degenerated ‘overnight’
into bureaucratic methods. Rather, that it has
never completely broken with this method.

| am not in favour of ‘trigger-happy drunken
soldiers strolling around the streets of Maputo’ —
if indeed there are any: however, | am totally
against the state having a monopoly over the
means of violence and totally in favour of arming
the workers and peasants of Mozambique in militias
to defend their interests themselves, rather than
having them ‘defended’ by the state that c/aims to
represent their interests.

DEBAT

The Machel regime was quick to disarm the
masses following independence, and consolidated
state power by the formation of the ‘National
Service of People's Security’ (SNASP), whose task
was to ‘detect. neutralise and combat all forms of
subversion ... etc’ — this body is responsible directly
to the president, and there is no form of appeal
against its decisions. If it was against this form of
bourgeois discipline that the militants {some 400
of them) in the armed forced mutinied, then |
solidarise with them.

That the Machel regime has been interested in
detente and diplomacy in Zimbabwe is clear. Only
since September 1975 has Machel come out in
favour of the armed struggle, and this only in the
sense that it provides sufficient pressure at the base
ta make changes at the top. Has it escaped the
comrades’ notice, for instance, that while Machel
was involved in the detente exercises, Robert
Mugabe (secretary general of ZANU) was placed
under house arrest between April and September
19757 Would the comrades care to explain how
such a move aids the Zimbabwe liberation struggle?

Let us examine how the sanctions will *hurt’
Mozambigue. Most of the goods that pass through
Mozambique to or from Rhodesia pass through
Beira. Beira handles about 12 per cent of the goods
handled at Maputo (calculated from UN Statistical
Yearbook 1974, pp 456-457), and provides a
yearly income of about £20 million. As far back as
last May, however, Machel was assured by the Labour
Government that he would receive aid sufficient to

compensate for any losses incurred on imposing
sanctions. This aid has been forthcoming. Its size —
£20 million!

Sanctions

Since Maputo handles mostly South African goods,
the closure of these ports to Rhodesian goods will
not exactly destroy the economy. Mozambigue will
also lose revenue from traffic with Zaire, Botswana,
Malawi and South Africa (some of which passes
through Rhodesia). However, last year's Common-
wealth summit piedged *o compensate for these
losses — Britain and Canada paying the largest pro-
portion. Moreover, the UN Security Council has
unanimously voted to extend economic aid to
Mozambique. Tharefore why have sanctians not
been applied before?

The guestion of timing, it would appear, was
crucial: that every means possible should be used
to bring about a peaceful transition to a neo-
colonial solution, and to use sufficient pressure
to force Smith to capitulate or be isolated. It is
true that until recently Rhodesia used Beira for
about 85 per cent of its trade; but with the com-
pletion of the railroad (Beit Bridge) to the South,
Rhodesia is now able to reduce its dependence on
Mozambique by re-routing this traffic.

With the impact of the victory of the Angalan
masses, it-has become ever more urgent for imper-
ialism to biing about a rapid solution which can
ward off the threatening conflagration; thus the
pressure points are being applied, above all by
British imperialism through the Wilson Government.
Since the latter heads the advocates of a neo-
colonial solution for Rhodesia, is it surprising to
find this same Government applauding Machel’s
moves? Or do comrades Fauvet and Sheppard
characterise this as a leftist binge on the part of
Wilson and Callaghan?

The fact that the Zimbabwe guerillas have bases
in Mozambigue does not mean that Machel is not in
favour of a neo-colonial solution in Zimbabwe; these
links were formed long ago during the time FRELIMO
was engaged in guerilla warfare. They continue in
spite of the wishes of the Machel leadership.

Finally, | am grateful to the comrades’ offer to
use the MGIC library. However, they should note that
this is not the only source of information available on
Mozambique. Further, they should examine the facts
that they receive from Mozambique, and not get
lost in the euphoria of the successful struggle that
was led by FRELIMO.
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WEEK OF ANTI-MILITARIST
ACTION IN PORTUGAL

A soldier of the Revolutionary
Soldiers and Sailors Front

(FSMR) in Oporto talks to Red
Weekly in a special interview.

Q. In the pre-election period, what
are the main problems facing the
rank-and-file soldiers?

A. First of all, I will try to explain the
significance of the anti-militarist cam-
paign, which is aimed at unmasking the
current offensive of the bourgeoisie.

We are trying to explain the importance
of the rank-and-file soldiers’ vote, in
opposition to that of the military lead-
ership.

Elections

One of the difficulties that faces us
is that the military leadership has order-
ed special mobilisations during the pre-
election period in order to keep the
soldiers very busy and prevent the opp-
ortunity for mass meetings. An example
of this is that the soldiers are being sent
on ‘special’ training, or being mobilised
to ‘keep order’,

In this way the military leadership is
aiming to prevent the soldiers from vot-
ing in the elections, by making sure that
they are sent away on these ‘special’
mobilisations, far from the areas where
they are registered voters, to ‘protect’
the polling stations in other districts.

However, in order to combat these
manoeuvres, we are planning a week of
ant-militanst action, organised on a
national basis, with the production of
a paper if possible. In this way we hope
to launch a campaign of civil anti-milit-

arism, going far beyond the soldiers
themselves.,

Q. How will you take up, within
this campaign, the organisation of
opposition to the project of the
Portuguese ruling class for the ‘pro-
fessionalisation’ of the army?

A. Well, this project of ‘professionalisa-
tion’ is already underway. The Military
Police and the Commandos have already
been professionalised. In addition mil-
itary service has been reduced from 18
to 15 months so that new recruits have
less time to become active. And dis-
cipline and repression against the new
recruits is much stronger now.

The revolutionary and anti-militarist
soldiers understand very clearly that the
success of the campaign will depend
very much on winning the new recruits
to the side of anti-militarism as quickly
as possible.

Recruits

I must also explain that there is a
big contradiction in this ruling class pro-
ject, which we must use in our favour.
To impose a strict military discipline
means preventing all freedom of expres-
sion within the army. But most of the
soldiers were radicalised during the pre-
revolutionary situation when the right
to speak freely was generalised through-
out the army,

Also, as far as the new recruits are
concerned, they too have won certain
democratic rights as workers within the
factories, which the military leadership

is now trying to deny them within the
army. This is why it-is so important to
build support for the anti-militarist cam-
paign among the workers commissions,
the neighbourhood commissions and in
the trade unions, in order to prepare
young workers for the struggle within
the army and most importantly to
educate the working class as a whole

on the anti-militarist campaign.

Uniform

The rank-and-file soldiers see them-
selves as workers in uniform and have
refused to attack workers’ demonstra-
tions and actual struggles, In fact, in
the past they have joined these struggles.
The ordinary soldiers know very well
that this is not the case for the profes-
sionals,

And of course, the extra privileges
that the professionals receive, like free
medicine and other social benefits, is
another readily understood difference.

But as long as the professional con-
tracts remain unsigned, the generals can-
not count on the army,

Q. How strong are the links bet-
ween the soldiers and the trade
unions?
A. Well, we demand that all the soldiers
have the right to remain in their own
trade unions — the ones they belonged
to before joining the army. In this way
we can have very close links with the
workers movement, for example raising
support for the soldiers who are still in
prison, and forcing the reformists to
support the soldiers movement. How-
ever, the links with the working class
are less strong after 25 November.
Within the army, every structure
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that allowed soldiers to meet together
has been banned — even ones like the
ADUs (Assemblies of Unit Delegates),
which included officers and were only
consultative. In addition, the most rad-
icalised soldiers were expelled from the
army, So the soldiers movement as a
whole was forced into a retreat. All the
highest forms of organisation, like the
co-ordination of soldiers committees in
Lisbon, have disappeared.

The soldiers movement is now faced
with a new situation in which it must
fight for economic and democratic de-
mands, The perspectives now are to
build the anti-militarist campaign.

SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN

Delegates to the first meeting of the
national committee of the Portuguese
Solidarity Campaign last Sunday recog-
nised that the campaign has in front of
it a hard political task.

Particularly important was consid-
ered the development of links between
Portuguese and British women in many
areas of struggle both as workers and as
women for liberation; of work in the
Labour Party to highlight the role of
the Labour Government, particularly
in its allowing the training in Britain
of the experts for a new security force
in Portugal and its equipment of this
force with all kinds of gadgets recently
tried and tested in Northern Ireland;
and the development of the work
within areas of the trade union move-
ment,

A meeting will be held in London
around the elections; a cultural-
political event around the theme of
Portugal and Chile is being planned; and
the Campaign is to assist in every way
possible the Merseyside International
Car Workers Committee Conference on

16 May on the role of the multi-
nationals.

There are many projects to work
on and all offers of help will be
gratefully received — contact the
Portuguese Solidarity Campaign, 12
Little Newport Street, London, WC2.

Rule 14

| was glad to see the Red Week/y article

new model rules tor trades councils. As
was correctly stated, this has importanf
repercussions on the question of work-
ers democracy in the labour movement.

From now on the bureaucrats of the
TUC General Council will attempt to
repress those elements in the movement
attempting to fight the anti-working
class policies of the TUC. If this rule
passes without being challenged, the
grounds for a witch-hunt against left
militants will have been laid.

The role of the Communist Party
has to be specially"hoted. In many trad-
es councils, including mine, they are re-
commending acceptance of this rule
because it deletes the specific reference
to the CP in the old ruls; and because,
more ominously, they argue that it is
necessary to ‘protect the movement
from “wreckers” *. Who these ‘wreck-
ers’ are is beyond me, unless it is a ref-
erence to the present right-wing leader-
ship of the trade union movement!

| would endorse the demands put
forward in Red Weekly and urge all
trades council members to fight for
them. We should also put forward res-
Lalutions to every annual trade union

on the now notorious Rule 14 of the TUC's

Communist Party
recommends

conference demanding in the fight tor
workers democracy that General Coun-
cil members from that particular union
vote to drop this rule,

This issue is an important one and
shows how vital it is to take up the
question of democracy in the workers
movement at' all levels. — STEVE VOK-
ES (EC member, Cardiff Trades Coun-
cil).

PORTUGUESE
SOLIDARITY
CONFERENCE

Ric Sissons’ report of the Portuguese
solidarity conference in last week's Red
Weekly contained one minor inaccur-
acy: the impression that all left groups
at the conference were represented on
the elected National Committee.

In fact, a member of the Communist
Party stood for one of the 15 places on
the NC but was not elected. The IMG
delegates at the conference considered
that the failure to elect him was a mistake
— representing, in the case of some dele-
gates, a politically sectarian error.

Of course, one can criticise the CP's

attitude to the Campaign; had it played a
mare active role in building the confer-
ence its candidate would obviously have
got more votes. Moreover, if the CP aff-
iliates to the Campaign — as it clearly
should — this would give it an automatic
delegate to the NC.

Nevertheless, this is no justification for

refusing to allow it to be represented on
the leadership of the Campaign. All sig-
nificant orranisations which state their
willingness to support the Campaign's
activities should be represented as the
most effective way of putting this stated
support to the test.

This also accords with our conception
of workers democracy, and with the
need to build the broadest and most eff-
ective campaign in solidarity with the
Portuguese working class. It is to be
hoped that a way will be found to correct
this error in the future. — PAT JORDAN

(ay picket

The reformist gay rights organisation,
the Campaign for Homosexual Equality
{CHE), have decided that they will im-
port to their conference in Southampton
in May an ex-US Army seraeant with a
'distinguished record’ of service in Viet-
nam, to speak on gay rights. This man,
Sergeant Matlovich, has recently come
out as homosexual and fought his sup-
eriors over the rights of gays in the US
Armed Forces.

As a homosexual, a member of CHE,
and a pacifist, | strongly object to this
condoning of an organisation, the US
Army, whose militaristic ideology is
part of the same system which is respon-
sible for the repression of gay people.
| do not see much difference between
napalming Vietnamese and gassing homo-
sexuals (as the Nazis did).

A number of us are considering hold-
ing a peaceful picket of this conference
on 31 May when Mgilovich is due to
speak. | would be grateful if anyone
interested in supporting this picket
would contact me at the University of
London Union, Malet Street, London
WC1, — MARCUS CARLTON

Black workers

The centre-spread on unemployment
{Red Week/y, 18 March) was really
excellent, but there was one serious om-
ission. You correctly included the right
to work of women workers, but made
no mention of the importance of the
demand for the right to work of black
workers, who are equally hard hit by
discrimination in employment.

Unemployment among male black
workers is rising more than twice as fast
as among white workers. And for black
women workers the situation is even
worse. The increase among black wo-
men workers has been nearly three
times as large as among the total of
unemployed women workers. [Figures
from Department of Employment Re-
port, Unemployment Among Workers
From Racial Minority Groups, covering the

unemploy ment

18 months from November 1973 to
May 1975.]

The defence of black workers’ right
to work means a vigorous rejection of
all the racist ‘solutions’ to unemploy-
ment of the National Front — solutions
that also find expression within the
unions themselves. It means demanding
the repeal of the 1971 Immigration Act
and all racist legislation.

For thousands of black and other
immigrant workers, trapped in shit jobs
or no jobs at all by poor English, it
means the right to free English tuition
in work-time. And for all those black
workers, especially women, in non-un-
ion sweatshops (one in Walsall was pay-
ing 25p an hour for a 55-hour week)
it means the basic right of trade union
organisation and a minimum wage, —
RICHARD HATCHER

LAW CENTRE BLOCKED

Just in case the judges and coppers have
left anybody with illusions in’ British
justice, the Law Society seem to be do-
ing their best to dispel them. They are
currently blocking the operations of a
community law centre which gives free
legal advice to the local working class.
The centre, which is in Hayes, Middle-
sex, has been operating on a restricted
basis for some months, waiting for the
Law Society to grant the required waiv-

er of solicitor’s practice rules which for-
bid advertising. The refusal of this waiv-
er could put the future of the national
neighbourhood law system at stake.

As living standards fall and ‘crime’
rates soar, it seems that solicitors are
determined to restrict knowledge of the
law to the rich. Not only do the ruling
class make the rules, they don't even
want to tell us what they are. —OLIVER
NEW.
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The heroic workers” struggle in the Basque city of Vitoria has profoundly
affected the whole political situation in Spain today, and its effects are
still being felt in every corner of the Spanish state.

Within the ranks of the dictatorship it has opened up the divisions bet-
ween the far right, who are determined to return to the most brutal
repression before the breach opened at Vitoria grows wider, and the
‘reformers’, who argue the urgent need to make concessions to the work-
ing class in order to defuse the struggle before its power grows unmanage-

able.

Among the middle class and reformist opposition circles, it has created
an awareness that unless they can rapidly produce some tangible results
they are in danger of losing their leadership over the mass movement. This
has driven the two class-collaborationist ‘fronts’ of the Communist and
Socialist Parties (the Democratic Council and Democratic Platform) to
unite into a common organisation, and to modify their ‘softly, softly’
policy designed to conciliate the ‘liberal’ elements of the dictatorship by
calling mass demonstrations in Madrid and Barcelona for 4 April on the

issue of amnesty.

The struggle in Vitoria — despite the repression with which it met —has
inspired the working class to even more determined struggle. As one militant
told a general assembly of Barcelona engineering workers: “We know that
the same thing that happened to the comrades in Vitoria can happen to us.
But we have to continue the struggle anyway.” Now the Barcelona engin-
eering workers are planning a general strike for 31 March in connection
with their wage claims, to be prepared for by mass factory meetings and

a city-wide assembly.

In the following excerpt from the current issue of /nprecor, a Spanish
revolutionary militant outlines the new situation after Vitoria.

A violent revolutionary wind has
penetrated the country, pushing
its way through the fissures of the
miserable political ‘concessions’
the Francoist reform has been
compelled to ‘tolerate’ on its

road toward ‘democracy’. This
wind will not die down so long as
a shadow or threat of exploitation
and oppression remains,

Since the first silent peaceful
demonstrations for amnesty, a new
and striking phenomenon has taken
shape. The masses are entering into
political action, making their pre-
sence felt in the streets. People who
have never — ‘never’ meaning during
forty years of dictatorship — ‘acted
politically’ have taken to the streets
and met thousands of others like
themselves, people struggling for the
same objectives, confident of win-
ning them by themselves, through
their own actions.

Coming to fore

These workers, students, pro-
feswonals, women from all over the
country are learning to make their
presence felt, to assert themselves
i the factories and in the neigh-
Sourhoods, All the latent demands

economic, political, and social
are coming to the fore, generating
an enormous consciousness of soli-
darnty, an immediate politicisation
of all struggles, a profound need for
self-organisation for the struggle.

All the bodies the mass move-
ment considers useful for united ac-
tivity have been utilised, regardless
of the function these bodies are
assigned by Francoist legality (neigh-
bourhood associations, trade unions,
professional associations, house-
wives’ associations). Concurrently,
new bodies are being created and
B

are replacing or combining with
these older bodies in the course of
action, always seeking the road
capable of providing the greatest
degree of representativity, the
greatest coordination, the greatest
extension of action.

bly of delegates took the lead in the
mobilisations.

The slogans orienting the struggles
are broadening, becoming unified,
and radicalising. Amnesty has broad-
ened its content to the social terrain.
It now also means the rehiring of
all those fired or laid off for political
reasons since 1939, At the Babcock-
Wilcox factory in Vizcaya this dem-

One of the barricades erected by st
class trade union is felt by millions
of workers; it is being discussed in
detail in the assemblies of many
factories.

In Spain today, nobody dares
assert that it is possible to ‘reform’
or ‘take over’ the CNS, the hated
fascist vertical trade union, There
is unanimous agreement on the
necessity of destroying it. When

"“The “reform’’ projects of the Spanish |
Government are stillborn; they belong
to prehistory at a time when the mas-
| ses are already writing history.’

J

And always, in the very centre,
is the sovereign factory or branch
assembly, the delegates, the com-
missions and committees elected in
these assemblies, and, more recently,
the massive pickets to extend the
struggles, the self-defence pickets,
which already represent a genuine
acquisition of the movement, in
spite of the hysterical press campaign
that has been waged against them.

Thus in January and February,
during the struggles of the teachers
in Madrid, the general assemblies
sent delegations to factories in
struggle — Chrysler, Pegaso — asking
for and obtaining solidarity, in turn,
the teachers’ assemblies welcomed
delegations from these workers
assemblies, from neighbourhood
coordinating bodies, and from ten-
ants associations, and together they
discussed the demands and leader-

ship of the struggle. And in February,

when the construction workers went
on strike in Barcelona, all the work
sites elected delegates and the assem-

Soldiers patrol the streets of the Argen-
tinian capital Buenos Aires last week after
the armed forces had given a final shove

to the tottering government of Isabelita
Peron. But despite the reactionary poli-
cies of the latter, the new regime headed

and has already been won.

In a few cases during the first
demonstrations in January, the
police were applauded because they
refused to chasge against the demon-
strators. But the inexperienced
hands that were then applauding
the police are now building barri-
cades. The slogan of the dissolution
of the repressive bodies is already
part of the atmosphere being breath-
ed in Spain today (and in spite of
this, or rather betause of it, during
the united action meeting that called
the general strike in the Basque
country in solidarity with Vitoria,
the PCE [Spanish Communist Party]
was maintained — and this the day
after the murders in Vitoria!).

Down with CNS!

The cry of ‘Down with the CNS’
(the state ‘trade union’ federation)
is now part of all the platforms of
demands. The need for a united

by General Videla is anything but a
change for the better.

The armed forces have played a full
part in stepping up the repression over
the past two years—including the activi-
ties of the notorious AAA death squads,
and the full-scale war against the ERP
guerrillas in Tucuman province. They
have replaced Isabelita for one reason
only: she failed to defeat the working
class. Her fate was sealed, in fact, when
she had to retreat last July in the face of
a general strike against wage controls.

Already five leftist parties—including
the Socialist Workers Party (PST), Argen-
tinian supporters of the Fourth Internat-
ional--have been banned. More than
4,000 people have been arrested, and the
death sentence has been imposed for a
wide variety of offences. Those like the
Communist Party who try to create illu-
sions in the new junta’s ‘democratic’ pro-
mises, saying that it ‘refuses to solve
problems in Pinochet's way’, should note
Videla’s statement to a meeting of Latin
American generals last October: ‘As many
people will die in Argentina as is necess-
ary to restore order.’

Only one thing can stop him. The
Argentinian working class has a proud
history of struggle, and the development
of a rank-and-file leadership which has
drawn the political lessons of the last two
years can yet stop Videla in his tracks.
But they will need every last ounce of
international solidarity to do it.

addressing more than 30,000
workers in Pamplona, even the
president of the Provincial Council
of Workers, the highest provincial
body of the vertical trade union,
cried ‘Down with the CNS!" — a

cry that was taken up by thousands.

Mass demonstration for police murder victims in Vitoria

ng Vitoria workers

The ‘reform’ projects of the Gov-
ernment are stillborn; they belong
to prehistory at a time when the
masses are already writing history,
The Government proposes that
sixteen conditions be met before
a demonstration is organised; but
every day there are dozens of demo-
nstrations in the immense majority
of the cities of the country, called
for thousands of reasons by every
imaginable body.

Likewise, in order to organise
a meeting ‘legally’. it is necessary to
go through god knows how many
channels; but assemblies of thous-
ands of workers, students, people
of every profession are occurring
factory by factory and city by
city, while in Sabadel, Pamplona,
and Vigo assemblies have to meet
in football stadiums in order to
accommodate all the people who
turn out!

In Spain today, liberty is
struggling to be born, To insist
on how much we need the solida-
rity of the workers of all the
world is to repeat the obvious.

The blood of the workers must
never again flow in Spain! Down
with the murderous dictatorship!

Murder attempt

on US trotskylst

An attempt has been made to kill Cat-
arino Garza — a candidate of the US
Socialist Workers Party for Congress in
the Lower East Side of New York. Gar-
za's campaign had been attracting in-
creasing support in this Puerto Rican
and black area of the city.

The assassination attempt came on
16 March when a sniper fired a rifle
through the window of Garza’s apart-
ment — missing a campaign supporter,
who had evidently been mistaken for
the candidate, by only a foot. As usual
the defenders of ‘law and order’, the
police, were totally uninterested in
this attempt to assassinate someone who
has campaigned against the social service
cuts in New York and for the indepen-
dence of Puerto Rico.

Despite this de facto collusion of
police and probable right-wing fanatics,
the SWP's campaign — which has been
tied to the opening of a bookstore and
the establishment of a new branch in

CATARINO GARZA

the area — is having a real impact.

This new revelation of the character of
American ‘democracy’ will not stop
that campaign.
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Ireland 11

The bombing of the Ideal Home
exhibition at Olympia, in which
84 civilians were hurt, has once
again thrown the Irish question to
the fore of British politics.

Whether or not the Provisional
IRA or a splinter Republican
group were responsible for the
bomb is unclear. But socialists
should be clear about where any
responsibility for these bombs
lies.

STARVATION

It wasn't the Irish who invaded
Britain seven hundred years ago
and kept their people in subjection
and poverty, if not actual starva-
tion. It wasn't Republicans who
erected the Six County statelet in
the North of Ireland which guaran-
teed the permanent oppression of

WORKING WOMEN'S CHARTER Campaign national
conference, 10/11 April in Coventry. Open to all bod-

It's imperialist repression in Ireland which leads to desperate acts like the

-WHATS ON-

the Catholic population under the
heel of a built-in Protestant major-
ity backed by the most extreme

sections of the British Tory Party.

TORTURE

And it hasn’t been the British
who have suffered an occupation
army in the last seven years char-
ging through their streets and hom-
es, shooting up demonstrators,
arresting husbands, sons, wives and
daughters, and subjecting them to
interrogation, imprisonment and
torture.

But all that has happened to the
Catholics of Northern Ireland.

What’s more, it has all happened
without the majority of the so-call-
ed socialist left in Britain — let
alone the working class as a whole
— raising a finger in opposition.
Indeed, the latest statement on the

i e i
bombings

#7

TROOPS OUT MOVEMENT: Support the Labour
Movement Delegation to Ireland| Public meeting with
film, and . Fri 2 April, 7.30pm,

ies supporting the campaign. Discussion of

cfo Helen Gurdon, Flat 4, 39 Newbold Terrace East,
Leamington Spa, Warwicks.

REVOLUTIONARY Communist Group—new pam-
phiet “Ireland: British Labour and British |mperialism’
Public meeting to launch and discuss it, Tues 6 April,
7.30pm, Conway Hall.
GREATER MANCHESTER Troops Out Movemant
I forum: "The background to the present situation—Brit-
ish imperialism and Ireland’. Tues 13 April, 7.30pm,
the Biack Lion, Chapel St, Manchester 3.
GENERAL STRIKE—50th anniversary delegate confer-
ence, 23-25 April at Sussex University. Details/dele-
gate credentials (£3) from: Pete Cresswell, Trade Union
Group, Sussex University Union, Falmer, Brighton.
NEW PAMPHLET produced by Birmingham IMG—
“The IMG: What We Stand For'. Proceeds to Red
Weekly Fighting Fund. 1-5 copies, 10p each + 10p
postage; 5-10 copies, 10p each + 15p postage; over 10
copies, post free. Write to: Martin Tolman, Aston
Union, Gosta Green, Birmingham B4 7ES.
JOINT Red Weekly—Chartist—Workers Action public
meeting—"What policies to beat unemployment and the
cuts’. Tues 13 April, Star & Garter pub, Fairfield St
{nr Piccadilly station), 7.30pm.
"THE CRISIS—and the Socialist Solution’: North Lon-
don IMG public meeting, Weds 14 April, Bpm in John
Barnes Library, Camden Road (next to Holloway pris-
on), Speaker: Bob Pennington (IMG MNat. Organiser).
COME TO THE BEST social ever: Sat 3 April, 8pm till
late, at City Polytechnic, Whitechapel Road, E1 (Ald-
gate East tube). Cheap food and drink plus Irish sing:
ers and fiddlers, the Stepney Sist&  and disco. Adm.
COn lunemployed 30p). Organised by E. Londen TOM.

amendments to Charter, structures. Credentials from:

Hammersmith Town Hall.

WORKERS BOOKSHELF—a socialist mail-order book
service offers a wide selection of books on Marxist
theory, labour history, women and international aff.
airs. Pamphlets our speciality—over 60 titles. S.ae.
(foolscapl for catalogue to: Workers Bookshelf, 150
Foster Road, Trumpington, Cambridge.

FOR CHEAP, reliable I1BM typesetting with fast turn-
around, phone Stephanie on 01-837 6954

BENGALI FRIENDS in Europe and elsewhere, for
Bengali books and 'Srani-Dal-Biplab® (Fourth Internat-
ional paper] contact: Bengali, c/o Internationalen, Box
3274, 10365 Stockholm, Sweden.

DEFEND THE RIGHT To Work badges—17p including
postage from: Jo-Ann, 97 Caledonian Road, London
N1. Bulk rates on enguiry {01-278 9528).

GLASGOW Socialist Forums—every Thursday in the
iona Community Centre, 7.30pm

HULL TRADES COUNCIL Working Women's Charter
group one-gay conference—5Sun 4 April, 11am—5.30pm
Bevin House, Speakers: Marie Patterson {TGWU Nation
al Orgarser}, Tess Gill (NCCL), Creche available.
BIRMINGHAM Working Women's Charter Campaign
pubiic meeting on the Sex Discrimination Act. Tues &
April, 7.30pm, Digheth Civic Hall, Speakers from
NCCL and national WWCC.

RED BOOKS comprehensive list of titles now avail-
able—Marx, Engels, Lenin, Troteky, Mandel, Lukacs,
Novack, Cannon, Deutscher, etc. Send s.a.e. for copy
to’ Red Books, 97 Caledonian Road, London N.1.

who's to blame?

bombings from the largest far left
group in Britain, the International
Socialists, supposedly argues for
troops out but fails to mention the
right of the Irish to self-determina-
tion once; while in one short side
the bombings are condemned five
times.

No wonder that a people fight-
ing the combined might of the Brit-
ish Army, the RUC and the Loyal-
ist paramilitaries, and faced with
the apathy and often open hostility
of British workers to their cause,
turn to more desperate means to
get the troops out. For that is the
aim of the bombing campaign.

MISTAKES

Despairing of British workers
ever supporting troops out for the
right reasons — support of the Irish
people’s right to decide their own
future — the Provos mistakenly
reckon that a bombing campaign,
civilian casualties and all, will fin-
ally alienate the British public from
Ireland so much that the troops will
have to be withdrawn due to a mas-
sive groundswell of reactionary pres-
sure.

But bombs cannot compensate
for the bankrupt politics of the
Provisional leadership. At the very
moment when the Loyalists have
refused in principle to share power

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR RED
WEEKLY READERS

MICHAEL FARRELL —Northern
Ireland: the Orange State. The first
political hisotry of the puppet state and
its current disintegration (E£5 paperback).

GEOFFREY BELL — The Protestants
of Ulster. The history, the culture, the
jobs, the politics of the ‘most criticised
and misunderstood community in
Western Europe’ (E2 paperback).

PRE—PUBLICATION OFFER: £5 for
both, post free (cash with order only)
from: Pluto Press Ltd., Unit 10 Spencer

Court, 7 Chalcot Road, London NW18LH.

Thi: offer is open until Easter only.

Since internment ended last

. | December there have been

constant fears that it would
be maintained under another
guise. These have been under-
lined by two events this week
in the Six Counties.

Solicitor Jonathon Taylor pro-
tested at Belfast magistrates court
on 22 March that the authorities
were ‘attempting to dupe a credu-
lous public into believing that the
security forces were solving more
murders than in fact they are’.
Taylor, who was defending two
men on a murder charge, revealed
that the police had no evidence to
connect the men with the charge.
He predicted that at a later stage
the Royal Ulster Constabulary
would either withdraw the charge
altogéther or replace it with a
minor offence.

Abuse

The solicitor went on to describe
this practice as an ‘increasing evil’
which was nothing less than the
abuse of the courts for a political
purpose. He also pointed out that
it was not just the RUC and the
British Army who were involved,
declaring ‘the complicity of the
Director of Public Prosecutions in

this fraud is unreservedly deplorable’.

The response of the magistrate
to Taylor’s protest, which has since
been supported by other Belfast
lawyers including Social Democratic
& Labour Party Convention mem-
ber Paddy Duffy, was to tell him
to take his complaints elsewhere.

with the Catholic minority; when
Paisley and Baird are threatening a
bloody civil war; when the Loyalist
paramilitaries in the UVF and UDA
are daily shooting and bombing the
Catholics of the North with impun-
ity — at this very moment the Provo
leadership tacitly give the nod for a
bombing campaign in Britain.

At a time when it is possible to
begin to explain to bigger numbers
of British workers the need to over-
throw the reactionary, privileged
caste rule of the Loyalists backed
up by British imperialism’s army,
the Provos decide to bomb them.
Such politically useless antics will
only serve to reinforce the anti-
Irish chauvinism of most British
workers. All the signs are that this
will lead not to a mood for with-
drawal but to an increased willing-
ness to give the British Army a free
hand to do what it likes to the Cath-
olic ghettoes in the North.

What is more, these ghettoes will
be increasingly isolated as the failure
of the Provos to develop an all-Ire-
land strategy for struggle (as oppos-

/

DAYS
~ in the

ed to the blueprints for alternative
structures contained in Eira Nua)
reaps its dividend with the com-
plicity of the Southern Government
in the harassment and repression

of Republicans.

MOVEMENT

The only movement in Britain
which can help the Irish people’s
freedom fight against British im-
perialism is one which fights for
troops out on the basis of the Irish
people’s right to self-determination
— one which can explain to British
workers that the repressive tech- -
niques developed by the army and
the British state to keep down the
nationalist population of the North
are for use against their own strug-
gles tomorrow,

Possibly we may fail in the fight
to build such a movement. We may
fail to cut through the thick skin
of chauvinism, But there is no
short cut in a stick of gelignite.

3

COUNTIES

JOHN MAGEE reports from Belfast

This was no more than could have
been expected from a judiciary
that continues to be appointed for
services rendered to the Orange
ascendancy.

The important aspect of these
allegations is not simply that they
reveal the political role of the
courts in defending the capitalist
state — in this respect the North of
Ireland is no different from Britain
or the 26 Counties. Rather they
substantiate the view that intern-
ment was only brought to a formal
end last December.

Charging people with murder
ensures that they will not be re-
leased on bail, as does charging them
with bombings or possession of
firearms, especially if they are Catho-
lics. In the Six Counties, where
periods on remand last from nine
to fifteen months before the trial,
such a ploy can be an effective
substitute for internment.

The British administration has
little cause to be concerned about
Taylor’s accusations. Northern
Ireland legal circles have not been
noted for their ‘professional in-
tegrity’ over the last seven years,

and it is unlikély that there will

be any storm in the palaces of
justice. In any case, new legislation
introduced this week provides
another solution for the British
Government,

New crime

A new crime has been created in
the Six Counties. From now on
anyone in the North can be charged
with ‘withholding information which
might prevent an act of terrorism’.
As a leading barrister has already
pointed out, this makes it possible
for the RUC and the British Army
to arrest and interrogate ‘anyone
about anything’. Another lawyer
stressed that it will no longer be
necessary for the authorities to
‘entice informers with bribes or
threats, as they have simply made
it an offence not to be an informer’.

These new legal provisions arrive
at the same time as the British Army
and the RUC have launched a new
series of raids and searches on Re-
publican districts resulting in many
arrests. Undoubtedly many of those
lifted will be used as guinea pigs for
the new legislation.
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Rhodesian troops—sitting on a short fuse

MPLA in Angola. That is why

an independent liberation struggie.

i For wesicn impemalism the existing
mitzzration of southem Africa in the
workd capitalist system — largely through
South Africa — is crucial. Huge US and
Botsh investment in South Africa, the
sccess Lo raw materials and cheap labour,
and for South Africa itself, its dominant
role In a southern African ‘common
market’ are what lie behind the present
manoeuvres,

The British Government has been
ieading the attempts to force Smith to
make sufficient concessions to provide
the basis for a negotiated settlement.

It has been backed up in this by a US
State Department statement (20 Feb-
ruary ): *We are calling on 'Mr Smith and
the white regime to negotiate realisti-
cally and seize what may well be their
kast opportunity for a negotiated settle-
ment.

Kissinger has urged Smith to ‘show

flexibility ' and warned that ‘the time
for settlement is now running out.’
Vorster is reliably reported to have
warned Smith that under no circum-
stances would South Africa commit its
armed forces in the Rhodesian struggle,
though it may reasonably be expected
that arms and ‘volunteers’ will be forth-
coming.

Kaunda, Machel (Mozambique),
Nyerere (Tanzania), and Sir Serctse
Khama (Botswana) have lent their
weight to this drive towards a peaceful
settlement by brandishing the possible
alternative of a ‘people’s war’ to liberate
the Rhodesian masses. Their major effort
in this direction has been to promote
the conciliationist Nkomo faction of
the African National Council in the
settlement negotiations.

Since the beginning of Vorster’s
‘detente’ initiative, Kaunda has con-

Watch this space!

A magnificant response followed our appeal last week for an extra boost to the Fight-
ing Fund. Apart from anything else, we needed the money to meet the cost of the
2,000 4-page special pull-outs we distributed at the Assembly last Saturday, Our
thanks to: Brighton IMG, £40; Anon, £23; L. Ross, £2.50; Anon, Sheffield, £60;
Anon, £6; Edinburgh IMG £1; Oxford IMG, £40; R. Davies, £5; Edinburgh Univer-
sity Aed Week/y supporters, £1: Newcastle IMG, £5; Glasgow IMG, £2. But what
happened to the money we were promised from Nottingham?

With a few days to go, that gives us a total of £351.52 for March. Your contrib-
ution can boost us up to that £500 target. And next week we'll be announcing new
plans to make sure that the Fighting Fund becomes a major weapon in the fight for
a 16-page Red Weekly. Watch this space!

Don’t forget, meanwhile, to post off your donation now to: Red Weekly Fighting
Fund, 97 Caledonian Road, London N.1.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

DOMESTIC: £7 per year
£3.50 for six months
FOREIGN: £9 per year surface mail
£12 per year airmail

Write to RED WEEKLY (distribution), 182 Pentonville Road, London N.;.E

Printed by Prestagate Ltd., Reading, Berkshire

ZIMBABWE:
The powder
keg of Africa

A desperate scramble is on to prevent the anti-colonial struggle in Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) from escap-
ing out of the control of the traditional leaderships, in the face of Smith’s refusal to budge an inch
on demands for majority rule. At stake is the whole ‘detente’ policy cooked up by Vorster of South
Africa and Kaunda of Zambia, which has already taken a terrible battering from the victory of the
Kaunda made such an impassioned plea on Monday for an immediate
mtervention by British troops, as a last gamble to preserve neo-colonial stability from the threat of

sistently hampered, and in some cases
positively crippled, the waging of armed
struggle from bases inside Zambia. Taken
together with his reactionary stance dur-
ing the Aagola struggle, this clearly indi-
cates his bankruptcy in dealing with the
diseases endemic to a neo-colonial status:
impotence in the face of capitalist mani-
pulations of the international copper
market, paralysis before the reverberations
in Zambia of the international crisis of
capitalism, and surrender to pro-Western
elements in his government and party.

THREAT

The Zambian ruling class know only
too well that an escalation of armed
struggle in Zimbabwe could transform
the waves of internal industrial unrest
into a much more radical upsurge
threatening their whole position.

As for Nkomo, he has been quoted
as saying that he would welcome British
intervention since it had always been his
view that *only Britain could give indep-
endence to this country’ (New York
Times, 24 February).

But there are powerful forces wor-
king in the opposite direction. The confi-
dence of the guerilla militants of Zim-
babwe, the weakening of Smith’s position
and the decline of white Rhodesian mor-
ale, coupled with the successes in Mozam-
bigue and Angola and the rebuff suffered
by the armed forces of South Africa in
the latter. have had an inevitable impact
on the morale and militancy of the black
working class in South Africa. A clear
sign of this is the wave of militant strike
action throughout the country over the
past year.

The struggle in Zimbabwe can spell
the beginning of the end for the whole
imperialist, racist set-up in southern
Africa' — and a giant step forward for
the oppressed peoples of the whole
world.

MATHIAS MURUNGU
T
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The struggle for socialism in Lebanon

Come and hear an eye-witness report by
a militant of the Central Committee of
the Revolutionary Communist Group
(Lebanese supporters of the Fourth
International)

Tuesday 6 April, 7.30 pm, Conway Hall,
Red Lion Sq. (Holborn tube).

LEFT ADVANCES IN
LEBANON

When General Aziz Il Ahdab appeared
on television in Lebanon early last month
to announce his coup d'etat against
President Franjieh, the population of the
West region of Beirut (a Moslem region)
expressed its spontaneous and initially
positive reaction towards it by shooting
in the air.

This reaction to a coup made by a
well known servant of the bourgeoisie
in part reflected the desire of the popu-
lation for an end to the cruel and inter-
minable fighting. Essentially, however,
the masses were reacting to the Bona-
partist aspect given by Ahdab (himself
a Sunni Moslem) to his movement.

This general, a long-time servant of the

Maronite Christian leadership of the
Lebanese army, introduced in his declara-

tion phrases like ‘the Arab Lebanese popu-

lation” which were intended to play on
the strong Arab nationalist feelings
existing amongst the Moslems in Leba-
non and on their hopes of getting rid of
Franjieh — a President whom they saw
as an imperialist butcher, a puppet and
a gangster.

Their spontaneous reaction did not
last long, in spite of the strong support
given by the Moslem bourgeoisie to
Ahdab’s movement. Very quickly it
became clear that Ahdab was too weak
to install ‘peace and order’. In fact
Ahdab’s coup was based on an army whi
which had almost completely disinte-
grated.

‘Peaceful’

This explains why Ahdab tried to
present his coup as a peaceful call for
unity of the army and society as a whole,
knowing full well that he was unable to
smash down or even repress any strong

opposition of any sort in a country where

every ‘party’ or movement is an army
unto itself. ;

Syria would have preferred a solution
like Ahdab’s. It had been preparing for
it secretly, but recognised the weakness
of this coup and thus took out of
Lebanon its foreign minister Khaddan
{who had become much more a perma-
nent resident than a visitor in Lebanon)
two hours before the coup happened.
The purpose of Syria’s disceet
silence following the coup was to allow
it to intervene with another solution in
case Ahdab’s failed. But Franjich was
not prepared to accept a bourgeois
solution in which he was not a leading
participant, He therefore began immed-
iately to prepare a military offensive
based on his own armed militia, with the’
intention of provoking a new explosion
of the civil war in which he would try
to redress the situation to his advantage.

The civil war broke out once more.
The Phalangists (the principal Christian
rightist armed force) had not expressed
either support or opposition to Ahdab
during the first two days of the coup.
But when it came to the crunch they
came down for Franjieh against Ahdab,
knowing that a division in the Christian

‘Hari-Kiri — the lesson that British Ley-
land workers have learned off the
Japanese.” That was just one of the
taunts in the press aimed at striking
tool room workers in the Midlands this
week.

First in the line of fire are 30 strikers
at SU Carburettors. Their strike is over
a pay parity guarantee made last April.
Now Michael Foot has personally inter-
vened to back up the Department of
Employment, which has ruled that the
agreement goes against the £6 limit.

The SU Carburettors strike has got
to be seen as one of the few points of
Tesistance against the present phase of
incomes policy — and by implication
against any further restrictions on pay.

Tory MP John Stokes has taken the

fighting forces would lead to a real disas-
ter for their plans.

What determined their position was
that a new element had entered into the
scene — the rapid growth of the rebel
*Army of Arab Lebanon’ led by Ahmad
El Khatib. This army was winning over
most of the regular regiments and was
recruiting most of the Moslem soldiers
(who made up a majority of the rank-and
-file of the regular army, in contrast to
its Maronite leadership). The *Army of
Arab Lebanon' was strongly supported
by the Palestine Liberation Organisation
(and explicitly by Iatah), and acted
independently of the Syrian regime.

This was particularly important
because the Syrian regime was advancing
towards an accord with the Americans
which was to the disadvantage of the
leadership of the Palestinian resistance.
Thus the Syrians chose to support
Franjieh (who was obstinately holding
onto his presidential position) in order
to weaken the Lebanese left and Fatah.
This weakening would have facilitated
the Syrians’ own negotiation with the

Leftist celebrates capture of Holiday Inn
Americans and ;ut an end to the
strengthening of Khatib’s army.

Khatib’s army in fact constituted a
real obstacle to the reconstruction of a
centralised repressive army in a Lebanon
deprived now of any real state apparatus.
Hence the left and the Palestinian resis-
tance (in all its formations), greatly
helped by the *Army of Arab Lebanon’,
were able to develop a strong military
offensive against the right-wing Christian
fighting forces.

The battles are at their highest point.
Each contending force is trying to turn
the military situation to its own ad vantage,
hoping thereby to impose its conditions
in any new solution that results from
this important war — a war that condenses
within itself all the problems of the
Middle East and all the contradictions
which the Lebanese bourgeois regime has
accumulated.

Majida Salman

‘Monty'for Leyland

opportunity to threaten that * the
Commons will not vote any more money
for the company’. In other words — take
it lying down or lose your jobs. He fini-
shed his tirade with a call for a ‘Monty”
to be put in charge to get morale right.

Despite the Morning Star’s characteri-
sation of this late blimp as the ‘people’s
general’, no solution to the crisis of the
British car industry will be found under
a Field Marshal or the present part-time,
£22,500-ayear incumbent Sir Richard
Dobson. Only nationalisation of all the
‘Big Four’ car firms on the basis of a
workers plan for production imple-
mented under their control can start
to bring ‘rationality’ into the manage-
ment of the British car industry.
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