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FRENCH POLICE
EVICT WORKERS

Part of joint French-Swits demonstration in salidarity with Lip workers in June

LITTLEJOHN - TORY PLOT EXPOSED

The Litthejobn affair, or as it iv be-
gimping to be called. the Littbegaie

sl fair, reluse=s 1o die down,

Ths woeek we love had the admis
sion thist Kenneth Littlejohn worked
for Mle; o statement from the Pri-
soners Ajd Commitiee of Clinn na
h Elrsann imd bl g a serses ol links
between ihe Littlejohns and the Al-
dershol  bombiags; and  the repor
thol one of the guns used in the
bank robbery [or which the Liltle-
Jjohns were convicted, wa: a Britsh
Minsiry ol Defence issue. The same
gun £ alfeged (o luve been dsed (o
kill Pawid Seaman. a deserter from
the Spedal Ade Service regiment,
found shot dead on the Irish border
i Pehrwiry 1972,

The employment of the Liltlejehns
by British Infellipenoe coincided with
the high point of the offenelve a-
gairst Britisl dmperialiam o Iralangd

he combined (hrosi of the [RA
meilitury compaign and the mass civil
resiatance im late 1971 and early
1972, This pressnied o major ob-
stacle fo Britain's long term solutéon

its “lrish problem", The Briish
ﬁtr.a:ug].: for dedusing this _tlru“]:
required the cooporation of the 16
Connty government. In mrticular,
its help was necded to clamp down
on - the polifical and orgedisational
base of the Republicans in the South.

The concessions mede under While-
law to the Catholics in the Worth had
#mE  sUceEss an winming Soothern
sympathy sway from the IRA. Bat
ths was oot sufflickent. Hostility to
the Republicane had to b whippad
up il the Lynch government was to
introduce the neecssary ropocasivie
fepislsrion.

Lt ‘}Eplurr'l:-L'r 1971, iwo police sta-
tions . were petrol-bombed w0 the 16
Counles, Both wings of the TRA
denied responasibility, bot the Mous-
tel of Justie demanded toegher les
pshation spainst ‘the trowble-imkers,
Ihe Littlejohns later sdmitied res-
ponaibility (Hiberae, 4 Augusi), Af-
ter thedr radd on a bank in Dublin
the fallowing manth, the Ju:b:_:é;.‘tunc{'
of repressive lepsiation was o (one-
EEate comchision,

FAGHTING FUND
BEATS TARGET

An unmpectod, er mimoie ool of contributions enobled the Red ek Fighting
Fund o ramch ared pass its July quota—total condributions for tha month ware £3801

We would ke 0 ecngratulate all our readare and supportars Tar this grest schissvement.
iWith this kind of baeking, Fed Woeek)y e feel securs and bogin to look to the futue
wrl wiays of improving eed expanding its coveroge of the creeisl owoms in the cles

wtrumgg e sround the wark.

But this is mot & time for self-eangratuladson, Qi summess break has meant that Fhghting
Fund contrifautions Ndvd besn glov in coming in. Half way through fho monil wa sill
have anly E40. A bag drive will bo necessary owar tha dexl two wasks to mast this
menth’s target. Let's soe if we can tog e July tigurae,

The spsedy passage of the Dffences
Against the State (Amendment) Act
through the Dadl (Irish Parliament)
on | December 1972 was finally
aesured when the parHamentary op-
position o the Bill crombled under
the impact of two car bombs which
exploaied m Dublin killmg {wo war-
kers,

Under this At anyone can be jailed
anl Lhe word ol a police officer that
he or she i= 0 member of the IRA.
Even Lynch has admiltted now 1hat
the timing of the <ar bombs was
remarkably susplcious. Since
the Republicans have besn - polifi-
cally igolated in the South, and the

reprassinn has been stepped up pe-

cordingly .

In Britwin, workirs have remalned
EsSIve of opsnly bostite 10 the Re-
publicuns, The latest revelations, Jioow-
ever, dre an opporiunity o change
this situation, and by cxposing the
real role of Bribsh imperdelism in
Irelond, step up the campalgn for an
erd ber Khe British presence.

Kiall Kalan

LALG. PUBLIE MEETING

The lnvasion of Czechozlovalkia
Five years later

Bpeakers: - Rabin Blackhburn
ivan Hantelk
atee Lynch (G i L
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FIRST SHOWING OF A'FILM OF
THE Y ASION

i daye, 2 gt wt SRl pom ap
e ﬁ.::mau- e Hotel, Linps
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A massive working class upsurge in France seems certain after the
seizure of the m:cupled Lip watch factory in the town of Besancon
by 3,000} armed riot police on Toesdav.

Within hours of the dawn ewviction, 5000 people had gathered
outside the factory in a spontaneous demonstration of solidarity.
The town was almost paralysed. with railway, post office, local
government and social securily workers coming out on strike
together with workers from the major Factories of Kelton, Rhone-

Poulenc and Rhodiacets,

Mationally, journalists at France’s ma-
jor mews agency, Asonce France
Fresse, blucked all news not concern-
ing Lip fior twio hours in o gesture of
snlldml].r Railwaymen’s leader called

By JOHN MARSTON

u er2-hour foken stoppage for Thurs-
day. But no immediate plan of action
had come from the two main trade
undon  federations a8 we went do
press, although a mas rally of sup-
port in Pars was planned for Thurs-
day and widespread stoppapes of
work were expected then,

NO REDUNDAMCIES!

The dispute ot Lip bhegan  almaost
four months ago when manapement
anpounced that redundancics were
planned, Two months ago, secret
documents were stized which pe-
vealed not only the large scale of the
redundancies bul ako provided evi-
demce of sysrematic spying by police
and company secutity men on lesd-
ing milltants by the factory . 1t was in
response [0 this and o sebseguent
pelice atlack on the factory rhar the
cocipation bepan on 13 June,

Sinee then the *Lip ofiair’ has become
a focus of political activity in France.
Umee in cootrol of the faclomy, a
aisa mecling decided | ta the bosses®
dismay. o reatart prodoction and acll
the waitches in ordér o finance 1he
astruggie. Moreover, the workers did
this wihile refectng the illusion [hal
they could find a long-ferm solution
by rurining Lhe  oompany O oo oo
operative for the capitaist market.
Insleadd, they Durned the Taclory into
0 ceniTe for moss apilation and pmo-
paganda  agdnsl  capilalism and dn
defence of  their jobs. Their mani-
feato atated: ‘The Lip workers bava
showt Lhat Lhe basses are Aol in-
digpensaile, nod thal the workers ure
or@niging themseives, on
their owm, even n the economic
gphere {production and exchange of
goods), T s nol only the manspe-
ment of Lip that has been  chal-
enped, bhut che owhole emploving
clazs.”

| ‘DISTURBING COMNFLICT'

It was this aspeci of the struggle, and

the @ndrmous popular Tempanse o ik,
which mest worried the French -
ang claz, As (he Paris Chamber of
Commeree scdamnly pul i1 ‘Lip s
the most disturbing social conflict ..
because the conlinued operstion of
the Factory, after a robbery in #s-
sence ol the shareholders, calls into
question the principles of authonty,
of property, of rezponaihility, of
rexpect for contracts ... which are ot
the very hase of our economic sys-
tem and of owr commerdal lpws”

Moreover, other workers facing oe-
dundancies were beginning to leam
the bessons of the sreogels, [n Ehe
lagt few weeks work-ins have starred
in - such diverse comoerns- @%@ shoe
manufacturing firm in the town of
Romans and a huymoking co-0pera-
tive in {yuimper, Bricrany.

TEST OF STRENGTH

It was in thiz situation that the
Guwvernmment senl the police in, 'The
Government wants to aiter the rela-
tionsldp of foros in acder Lo force us
to the negotiating cable.' the sorkers’
Iader Charles. Piagel told o mass
meeting. In che shorr term it has
obvioualy  falled, But the only
guaranies that it will not succeed In
the long term, hy depriving Lhe sin-
kers of their organiging base, is ro
sfpiread The sirugpgle row,

By sending the polics in, the Govern-
ment has made the e o major best
of strength betwesn ipsall and the
working class. Only by mobilising
lmpostant sections of the wocking
class gan 2 challenge be rolled back.
However previo s indios lons are thal
the official trade union leaderships
will be meluchml fo go bevomd verbal
and token support: the Compundst
Party-led 0T union Tederation ear-
lizr refused o sipn a Lip manifesto
which clled on workers £ "lake the
initiarjves necessary. to enlarge the
breach made i the syilem thal fm-
Poriaos us,”

However, o major strike movement is
g the cards whelher or tiol he
oflficial Jeaderships cake an sctive
part im organisng . This  wonld
PrOvORe & |na_il.’:-| pedebieal orism, whose
re percussions wouid be felt nor only
in France hul throughout Europe, in=
cluding Britain. We niust prepare eaw
tor take support action as the situ-
arion develops,



BLACK WORKERS
FIGHT BACK

1 British
Celanese

The big firm of Courtauld’s recently mn into a
few problems over the treatment of its bladk
workers in Sooath Africa. Buf o dspuie in one
of its Mottingham factories would suggest that
it does not treat its black workers here much
betier.

The dispuie has arlzen in the Plastics section of
British Celaness, Spondon, where black workers
pre in o large majority. Working conditions here
are very bad, nminly doeto the fumes from the
Bipel line, But under the ‘leadership’ of the
senior steward, 8 white leading hand inspectar,
dirt money was stopped for process workers —

although fitters, who work on ithae jols con-
cemed for o matier of minwtes, stil retain this
Y

Ther= is ulso 8 special bonus scheme in this
dipartment, Or et deparimenis have group
bonus tche meés that can hrng up to 22p moTre
ant hour, bt in the Plastics seclion, tha bonus
is wirked out individusily and car 'u:i & maxi
mium of | 2p an hawr, Although it s called o
productivity bonus, the key criterion 8 co-
operntion with the foreman’. This menns thai
white wn-rher.': are an a Ju;h banus, black

workers & bit lower, and the black mililanis are
right al the boliom,

Because of the bad conditions in this depact-
menl, workers often apply for transfer to other
sections, Buf black worken hawe found this
almost impossible — even when they have picked
up chest pilments from the fumes and have
fivedical notes stating that they cannot chntinoe
to work under these conditions.

In {his satuation, the blsck workers decided o
fight, A few weeks ago, four black shop stew-
ards were ekected, incloding Ajit Singh, 2 mem-
bee of the Bhck Workers Action Commitiee

As a first step, Ajil Singh won the right for the
men {0 wash before they clocked of ., A factory
inspector wus also brought i and Courtauld’s
were lald to insial safery measures, inchaling
proper ventilation, ot o cost aof £9 000

Pressurs wns abo browght on the TEG convenor,
Crowther and thw distrct official, Reg Harrs,
to'get something done, Disatsfacrion reached
such o pitch that lesflets attacking the role-of
Reg Harris were given ool al the T&G confer-
ence, signad by two of the stewands, Ajil Sogh
and Larry Williams

Shorily after this, three white workems began o
circulate o petition afier s meeting with the
convenor and the disiricl offical, It calied (o
the removal of Willizms and Singh as ‘members
of 2 Black Power orgnisulion’ and ‘racsts’, and
was circulated during working howors while
members of management looked on, Fouwr
workers were even Lkeh (o the, mansgenont

CAtrempls have been made to set Pakistanis

office and pressurised to sign, But of the 160
wierkers in the Plastics section only 14 did so.

Reg Harris then intervened to say that he had
received complaints and was ordering new
glettions, But there 5 no doubl thal Willams
and Singh will be re-lected, As Ajit Singh told
me: ‘Il stand for a principle | bokd dear — Lhe
unity of the working cless, Bl it §s tms to get
up and say now in this conntry this unity is

far from real, that as far as black workers ane
concermed they zre at the bottom of the pile. |
suppart black political orpanisslions @s o way
of building genuine working class unity, When
[ won the demends for washing and ventilibion,
they were won for both black and whike
workers,” ]

Manapgement hns pullesl every Lrick in Che hl:ll:lk;_.‘i:
,
apainst Indiang, mmd Wesl Indians againsi .'l.:i]ﬁfl.‘.-'u:
Black workers applving for jobs hawe been asked
[or their passpocis
lepal’, Anowcriime ban was called after man
agemenl ralied o an agreement with Singh to
give adwanoe notice of overtime.

It is clearly only a maiter of time before there

& 3 hegd-on clash B=tween [he workems andd
managemeni. As Bennie Bunsce, of the National
Commitles Tor Trade Unions Against Ba cigin
{set up from the Birmingham onference),
poinis oul: *Wiat we are seeing iy British
Celanese &5 o real challenge (o racism o sy,
We could see another victory as important s
thai ot Mansfield Hosiery Mills,” .f'..Jenlrlr 5

2 Standard
Telephones

Black machine opersiors ot the Siandand
Tebephone Company m Southguie, London,
wre wtill on gtrike in paersuit of 2 demand that
the management force the skilled machine
seiters (0 train @ bleck mochine operalor as a
S ALET.

STC, which isowned by the gant Amesican
frm ITT, i @ eovmpiry where a seclion ol
wiite warlers have formed dn allance with
the management agingl v Black fellow
workers. Half of the 2,000 workers are
Black, yel only ond is employed a% a skillecd
setler. The black workers, em proyed as
muciine operators, hove [oughl a long baille
agminst ihis racer alliance,

When in | 969, for exnmple, 3 black nperator
wid elecied a5 a shop eteward, most of the
wiule sellers lefl the AUEW and jorned the E'TL
m protest, In ] %70, the managment washed io
train anodlsee serter, The aperators Tecommen-
ded a black, und the ETL membersa while,
wonrker. The manspement selected the white
ETU member, who had only been at the
factary for ax months. Alfer strikes anl go-
slows, & black setoer was finally appointed in
1971, AL this poant 1he seiters demanded a
traiming bonus of L1.50 4 wezk egwen though
they had been Lraining white deiters for years,

In lare %72 another black aperator, Roderick

Adams, was selected for raining a8 3 ssiier.
When, last month, o vacamay for o Turther
seiter aroge, the ETU members refused to train
Adams any longer: ETU members are repori=d
to hinve said that Phere were “Too many
colboured machine gettess in the machine shop*
{ihere was ona ).

The mansgement claim thal they am innocent
welims of an inter-anion dispute, Yet they
immedistely sided with the setiern, offering
Adams 5 post a5 an unskilled aperator. This
wag when the black night shift walked oul,
When Lhey returned Lo work two wee ks npo,
mssnag ment suspended Adames altogether, 2nd
this resulted in the night gluft COMINE UL On
atrike again, joined this Hime by the day shiff,

Some Asion workers, living in fesr of inbimida-
tion following {he talest racist attacks by the
Government, are crosang the picket line,

They do so in shame, On the otfer hand, the
msajority of the white workers in the Factory
ame crossing Lhe ine withool any reprets,
urped on by while shop stewards, Some of
theee are in the AUEW, which has macle e
sirike efficied, The racist alliance has bome
its fruite. Even elementary union solidariy 15
viodated by -the white workers.,

This reveals the bankruptcy of official unica
policy on masm in the unions, The AUEW,
like rassl wnions, is offically opposed oo
racsnt, but in practice tuwrns a blind eye il
nmonRg ils own ranks,

All membens of the AUEW and the EFTU
must now demand tkal ther Fellow members
0l ST support the present strugele, and thar
any sicward who confinizes to cross the
pickat line should haove his credentials

Vicious law new threat

On 25 July Parliament passed once of the mast
vicisly mcist laws the Tory povernment bas »
dared to cook up so far — the Pakistan Act.
This step came just three days after a mass
demonsirution in London againsi the Hoose of
Lords ruling that the deportation provisions of
the 1971 Immigrution Act could be enforced
‘retrospectively”

Cnce more we see the arrogance with sehich the
Government freats the dehits of black peoplein
this eountry, They feel free voact in this way
because of the failure of the labour moverent
o salidarise wath blacks and linmigrants In the
pagt und oppoce previous okt Jiws passed by
birth Labour and Tory Govarnmenis,

The Pakistan Act, wsing a5 a prelexl Makgtlan's
withdrawal from tHe Commonaealih’, will
chagstly all Pakiatams whe base not taken out

Fed Wigukly 14 September 1873 Fags 2

British citizenslip {which they can only do
after & vears residence in Brilain | a5 “ulibens’,
eifeerive September Ist.

A number of the worst elfects of this decision
are suspended by the Al Tor £2 moniths, but in
1954 the Pakisrans community will teel the full
Toree.aof Brilain®s racisl laws] They will Lase Lhe
right to vore, the right 1o sland for elecion o
MP's,and the rght to work in the Civil Service.

P're parations are already being msade for o
purge of Pakistonis from the Civl Service an
Segt, B, 1904, a0 Lhey have not already boen
cased out betfore chen.

Ome pasty lirtle law which applies (o the Pakisla-
N coinmnity immedintely, is aection 3 of the
Aldiens Resiricbiomn h'l.l':qudmmt} Auer whifch
among other thing, states:

I an alien promotes oo aticolpts @ pramaoie

5TC il:lﬂu stowards Foy Stennett (eft) and
Abel Lewis at press conferencs last week,

removed, AT workers showld declare Lhedr
apposioon to racasm by attendiog & mass
micket al rh,r plant or taking other solufanly
actionsg, and workers in other 5TC plants

shaould immediotely sel an gxampke along

these lines. The block workers of 3TC should
miot be el in the posilion where all ey can

dir b8 to srrike apainst 4 ruass managemesnt in

an elTorl Lo force 0t o dac pline egually

racist workers, Dave Bailey

inifustrial wivrest in any ingustor in which be
hosnot been homa lide engaged for al beasl two
vears immedintely preceding in the United King-
dim he shall be liible on sucomdry condctiog
iaimprisgonment for a term oot @ gessding three
mon ths,"

Im clher words, in less than Ewo weeks time
meny Pakistani workers will find thermseles
wilhaut the right to strike, or ven complan
about their work conditinns,

Thes is o challenpge which the trade undod mose-
ment must no kel go by unanswered . The Clivil
Servioes wmioms mush pledes thamselves 1o
pesist tooth-and-nail any attempl to dismiss
Pukistanls as “allens®, A campiipn should be
maunted immediately throoghoa! the anions
Lo make it dear te e Government thar an
ghlempt 1o mse sedliion 3 ol the Alkens Act
dpdingr any group of workers will be met with
mgss imfustrial action. The working Qdssg inove-
mient must commil itself fo fghting Tor an end
toall rucise laws — the Pakistan Act, the Ali=ns
Apis, and he Tomerngration Act.

=
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The Great
Inflation

Every day the massive inflation, now universal
throughout the capitalist world, gathers spead.
A recent roport of the DECD (the organisation
| of the 17 most important capitalist countries)
holds out no hope whatever that the present
rate of inflation =an be reduced in the foress-
ahle fubme,

Oyer the last slx montha prices In the OECD
colmirkes have risan on average by B per oenl;
this is (wice Lhe rate of 3 vear ago, Tn some
countrles the figure is ulresdy much higher
{Japan L9 per cenl and [wly 15 per eent); and
in all of them it is 5till nsing relentlesslv.

Inflation has been endemic sinee 1T950; kot the
present inflation bas a different character. ¢
has become eompletely unsloppable by the
ordinary braking rechanismes of monetary and
fiscal adjustments.

INTEREST RATES

i st obvious effects, of course, are the
relentless erosion of the wages and pensions of
the working class. But there are hidden elfects
of equal importsace connected with the tate of
interest, Even though monetary rates of

in terest have also been soaring opwards, they
are now in many places lower than the rate of
inflation. The real value of monetary asets
therefore is being constonlly destroved, and #
massive reditribotion of incomes asd assets &
taking place from credilers (Ehose who own
monelary &ssets like bonds and savings depogita)
to debitors,

It becomes more and more mational Lo batrow
money in order to finance the purchase of com-
| modities, since the real value of debts is
cotstantly falling. This is ooe of the fores
brhind the colosal speeulation in commadities
now going on, which s pieshing up mw mularial
prices se rapldly, AL the same tioe firms have
an neentive to borrow in arder bo finanee
investmunt in producing commasfitkes. The
ratio of debts to equity shares in their liaklicies
[their pesring rafio’} eonsequently rises. In
thess ways inflation produces 8 remendous
centralisation of capital oway from small seale
sawers (ahove allthe petiy bourgeoisle) to big
capital, which in En & encouraped o becoma
incrensingly speedlative,

Oice these renclions are established the ending
of inflation becomms increasingly problematic.
Ii'rn'l.'ing weclbng of Lhe capitallst clasa oblain a
vested interest in the eonbimwation of inflatisn;
many of them would be ruined if the inflation
ended, dnce the neeesaary fall m the value
of their debis would nol take place, This plams
them in conflict with the small bowgeaisie,
desperate to end inflation 2o a5 to protect its
SAVIOES.

CONTROLLING WAGES

Increasingly, therefore, the large and small
stotions of the capitalist class ¢an unbte anly on
ong basis — ending intlation through o decisive
defeat of the warking class by eutting ite real
wapes. As long as the labouwr movemenl refuses
prorluntarily to disarm (tself, and keeps up its
struggle to peobect living standards by fighting
for higher wages, the capitalist class is driven to
secure iks objectives through o decisive political
defeal of the workem.

This is why the major capilalist countries have
phandoned the traditional mesns of contralling
inflation and ave driven increasimgly o find
melhaeds of eonbrodling wages direcily, Hut
wages polieies are only 8 beginning of what will
be nesded Tor Lhe capltallsts to protect them-
sedves against the swdden ceash which is beoo-
ming the Inerssinghy Inevitabile end to hurkling
inflation, For chis reason che faster the Hse n
prices, and the deeper the economic erisis which
this reflects, che faster grows the danger of
fascism aod the neod lor revalution,

A [0l Hes behind the delusively bland words of
the DECD report: 'high inflation rales { pro-
hahly even when they are oot accelerating)
entail distortions of lnceme and wealth patterns
which are not only unisir, bul prodace eonlin-
ual speial sirains of & type that OECT coantries
are illequipped Lo counter”,

‘i want to know if vau're |

Brian Slorock
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Internees’ Wives Lead London Demo

“The British Army must go home;
parlez vous,

We've got an army of our own!
Inky pinky, parlez vous.’

So sang & contingent of Belfast women, who
brought the militancy of Andemonstown and

Bopside to the sweets of London last Sunday,
They had travelled to London to take part ina
demonstration to mark the sscond anniversary
of internment, and 1o hand in a highly distes-
pectiul ketter to 10 Downing Street on behalf
of the Political Hostages Relati ws Commitise,
The demonstration was the !.a:rgﬂ:il'._?:!d Tk

militant since the Bloody Sunday Commemor-
ation in January, 2,500 marchers poured
thiough the sitests of London chalkenging the
illmsion that the stragghe in Ireland & over,

The largest contingents came from Sinn Fein
{Provisional), Clann na hBireann, and the MG,
hut them were other banners from the Anti-

Coventry ...

Ower 600 people tursed out for 8 march
through Cowentry on Sunday, 11 Aogust, ogan-
ised by the Coventry Prisoners Defence Comom-
tiee, The march, to mark the second annivers-
ary of intemment and to keep up the pressure
of the campaign to free the Coventry 7, was the
largest scltivily ever organised in Coventry on
the Irish isswe,

The march was fallowed by a raliy a1 which the
maln spoakers were Michael Gallagher (Sinn
Fein) and Gery Lawless (IMG). Representatives
of the Blackbum 3 Defence Commities, Cov-
entry 7 Defence Committee, IS5 and WF also
spoke, (rery Lawbess finished by stressing the
need o continue the struggle, and eantlned the
possthilities for developing @ movement lo get
the troops out of Ireland, Cver £100 was coil-
ected for the activites of the Defence Commi-
iiee,

The nexi main prionty for the Coveniry Defl-
ence Commities will be 1o convens a natianral
mesting of all the Defence Committees in the
country 1o co-prdinate tactics Tor the opening
of the trigls of the vadous [rish militants.

Colchester ...

Supporters  of the Anti-Infernment League
beafletted the Colchester Tattoo from 1-% Aug-
st im an atlempt toexpose the reality behind
the lattoo spectack: o reality of army repress
ion in Ireland, of troop demorabsation, omd @
growing feeling in this country that the troops
should be withdrawn.

Colchester is one -of the major garrison towns
from which froops am sent to Ingland, and in
the past few months Army wives have twice
attempiad (o launch a national petition for the
withdrawal of the troops, The leafletiers met
wilth o reasonably sympathetic response from
army families, while that from the crowd was
mised.,

As for the troops, reactbon ranged from the
aggredsive 1o the defensive Lo the openly sy mpa-
thetic, Particularly encours@ng was the nespoise
of many of the bandsmen, some of whom tonk
pibes of leaflets and were distribud g the o
amangst the crowids and other soldiers. 11 is
amongst Those drapged into the war io an al-
tempt to bowst the Army's strength and pres-
ence Lhal the real disillugionment i% setbing .

TN
~HEN

Above: Bandsmen discuss with laafletter at
Colchester. Balow laft; Supporters picket
Blackburn 3 hearing, 25 July.

Blackbum...

A big defence campaign is under way for three
[rish militants arrested on 23 May. A picket
wns mounied ouizide the Blackbum mag-
strates’ court on 25 Joly when Sean Colley,
Pairick MoCaobe, and Michael Kneafsey wore
committed lor trial at Preston Crown Courl on
charges that ‘on days unknown hetween | Jan-
vary and 22 May they conspired with olhers
unknown to demage and desiroy buildings un-
known contrary to common law’, Bail has
been refused.

Thess procodings come after the dropping of
eartier charges against Irishmen in Manchester
and Liverpool, It is chear that the police intend
0 make charges against the Blackburn 3 stick.
Michae] Knealeay hae also now been charged
with being the Intelligence Officer of the Lan
cashire unit of the IRA, and it is clear that as in
the Coveniry case the nwen are to be presenied
to the jury as well-organised lermorsls,

The Blackhorn Defencs Commities has already
psued two bulleting snd is attempling to min
support from local militants. Further details
from: 22 Richmand.Crescent, Intack, Black-

urn, Lancs.

Internment League, the Northern Minority
Defence Asiocation, the Belfast Ten Defence
Commitice, Peoples Demomacy, 15 and the
London DEstrict Committes of the Communist
Party. At a rally at the Temple, whers the main
speaker was Maire Drumm, the Vies-President
af the Provisional Sinn Fein, £350 was collect-
ed for the intemees and their dependants,

! Cwver 20 different organisations affiliated to the
| Anti-Intern mant Ad Hoco Committee, and oo-

opetated in arganisin g and publicising the
march. This helped in drawing into the
demanatration a broader range of ofganisationg
than has been ssen on an Insh demonsimation
in London for a long tme, In particular, the
fact that the CPGE supporied the march, albeit
with a small conbngent, was a hopeful sign.

Hewever, neither the msponge from the CP nor
Irom 15 cio be alloved to pass withoud com-
ment. Thess organizations are capable of tum-
ing oul hundreds of their members on such
‘Fashiomable’ issues a5 Mozambigue; to

mobiliss appeoximarely thirty members each
for a demomstration concemed with British
repression i lreland displays a very distoried
got of political priorities, Once sgain we have
evidence Lhat these so-called ‘revolulionary”
ofganisations are so steeped in Britsh insuladty
that they cin be swayed by the propaganda of
the British press into belisving that e struggle
in Ireland is no longer an sswe of condral
imporiana,

Indeed gnother Tactor which led Lo the succeas
of the demo proves the opposite, There has
been o resurgenoe of the vl resisfance
struggle in the North of Irclsnd in the sl
month, It was ithe rioting In Belfast, sparked
off by Lhe Farcrell and Canavan case, and the
promise of bigper ricts to come, that foreed
Whitelsw io release the two P comrades and
athers besides, It was the impel of the mili-
taney displayed in the Six Counties which
brought out large numbers of Irish people

in London last Sunday,

However, a farpe demonsiration m London
with an Irish face on it is not sufficent,
Experience has shown that such dermonstog-
tions can only hawe 3 limiced impact on the
higger batialions of the Brtish lnhour mowve-
ment. The sucvess of the noxt major mobilisa-
tion can only be messured in the size of the
pairticipation from Britieh organsations,

The resargenos in the Morth is only a foretaste
of what will happen when the Assembly dis
plays its monumental futifity, The opening of
a new crigis of Britlsh policy will be acrom-
paniicd by & new inferest in the demand for the
withdrawal of the troops. If the British left is
to seize this opportunity Lo bring real weight
tex bear againat British imperialism in Ireland,
the time to take up l.he Irish 1asue is now.

Forward to Working Class Action!

On Saturday, 4 August, a meeting was held outside the Dublin GPO in support of Michae! Farrell
and Tony Canavan, the People's Democracy militants then on hunger strike In Crumlin Road
jail. Speakers included representatives fram Sinn Fein (Provisional), People’s Democracy, and the
Revolutionary Marxist Group {Irish supporters of the Fourth International). We reprint the

speach of the lntter below,

| welcome this opportunity to express, on
behall of the Revolutionary Marxist Group, our
wholehearied solidamiy with Michael Farrell
and Tony Conavan, These two comrades are
soclalist revolutionaries who have played an
active role in the siruggle against British imperi-
alism end the Orange Stale.

Ag 3 result of their pringipled stand Tor pobifical
stk Lhey dre nowengaged in the highest
form of non-wiolent protest - the hunges sinke.
We sdd oar voice unreservediy to the demand
for polilical starus of these two prsoners of an
increasingly desperale imperalism, And at the
st Lime we call anos more for the rekease of
all the politizn] hostages baing held in Coneen-
tratlon Camps s both North and Sowth,

I sny thar British imperialism & maeaunply desperace,
and il we dook al the palibcal develapments over the
last few years we can e why, The Ol era was
fodlowant by the intmrweniien of the Brigish army; the
yo-cilled refarms of Chichester-Clark wwere [ollowed by
imtermmenl and then by the dasalasion of Starmont
We've had & Green Paper, and wi'vi had s Wille Papee.
Wetve had the lockl electionz and we've had the
apemblyelecione Al now (he Asacmliy dlself,
The bakasee of fojees in the Assembly mnkes o impos
sthile Tor Whitclow: to oo lmasesuyee Lie Lovallzts

The Assenytlv is a loughmg steck.  1t's o mankey howse
with no shortape of ouls.

PREPARE DEFEMNCES

The anly hepe Lac the Whitelaw regtine 1o stabitise the
ebruatien ke O i1 can rake o9 and amash thw and
Unionist working class,  Phoogh vwe cang in a sense

cedebente the fact thot the Brilish straleey 18 i ruins;
11 another sense, we must be fearful  Feae can b2 =se-
fal: it makes us preparne cur defunces. Al thal =
exacly whil we mast da,

This nation has experiencel Sk voars ol lmperialisg
appEreisian, 5o, voo may sy, we ore hardeoed 1o
ressbancy, Bul U coning period will see & lond of
repression that will match any thing thal has poes
beefiore, “The ano: Unsonist working cla - which has
bocn batoned, prdsed, 2hod ab, tortared und oppressedl
by Para brutality ; which has been Widgersed and
Dpleckad, interncd okl harrassed ; which his wen ity
mers, wisinen aral Childres lifked ard beaten ap — Hhe
anti-Unionast working chiss will e Fasal wiih a new
campaign of vickows attaeks desipned specilicadly to
drive them inte swhmisiion,

Ladr week was s Just how een the British Army =ro
to pet et the Falle The Poophe™s Democracy e ting
in support of Farrell and Comnavan was barely over
when troops mewéd oul Tromm behiond thalr samcens,
anil brought out the rubher bullets amml tbe wals
oo, - Thiks war a clisy a et b ol ornimale the
Lovwweor Palls milikzrily. Pechaps they hopeed (o diaw
audl the Provissonnl THA, Anyway they il not sue
poid, Dot abews all this wes o ptheacsal. The Hedtish
Army s Pexing its rmescles, Porhaps they ane jealous
ol theic fellow bmperalisl inurdeoees @6 Dhe TPoriwpue s
Army in Morambigue,

ARMY DEMORALISATION

Tl political welhacks Tor Brelish L perialism ane
beptinmg bebe added fo by 8 serious demardisa lion
in the British Acmes, Wi showld oo chink thar there's
vl 4o b a sinlden rush af deserbors: e shoald oot
averedtiana b Lhas densoraHeifzon, Bul i is certainky

there, ond i will grow, Added to this, mare and mam
of the British people are hegmning luquu.‘:aﬁi}n the
role af the Aceny in the Morth, [nospite of the black
propagandin machine, ke doubis an growing.

Amongt the solibkes, mocale hns been hit by their
fadlare 4o defead the armad resistance of the [HA,
Their officers-every g0 ofien onnoonce that the IRA
is fmished, Bul within a few daye thene are some very
fed faces around the barrocks. Morg :-:-.-mtl:.f_'rm
suddiers banee bien bokd that they ne gaing ta cul the
prmang] from onder the est off the TRA; that dhey ore
puiry lo win ovor the Cothalic popobition away from
support for the recdam stcapgle, Some of the solifiers
will Fealise that they've heard it oll before, aod they
will by wonderhig whetker this tactic will socvesd.

Wedl, lasl weak they potam idea of the answer — and
that answer wax b bunor and disciplivesd march which
clendy deimonstrated the deGunde and e will 1o
struggle ol the anli-Unionis! working elass 1t isin the
Face of mass a2obon and mass mobidisalicn Char lmpen-
alism Talivme. The pelificians of the sellowe, the
carcerists, and the apporiumists ane swept askie by the
tigly ol mas avtion

COALITION GOVERNMENT

The anti Undsnist, andi-imporialis) workEng class can
na mocs meky on e SILF than the warking class of
the 18 Counties can rely i (e Coabition Govermment
Fing Gael and Labear are umited in their policy of
selling feclursl f intoenationsl capiialism, and keeping
il umder e demination of British mpe rialism,

trtish sbrabery cunnal b ienplomented wichaut the
helpal el 26 Coundy governmen L And 50 4@ b
Crisgrave rucaang over behis mazsker in Tondon sneny
i odtan e e fnesh instroctens. Be slands an the
sterps ol Ko 10 Dosmning Strect ani speaks a lew wonds
phaul peave and the meen of wiolensz] and then enids
i paiging the uniformed musderem of e British
Army.,

I'hiz Wustmarster umid Leinster House posernmenis
Enow et the errugple must he fought on all franes,

and vn a 32 County baals,  Cosgrave knows that the
defieat of Westminster will oean defeal dso for the
tuling class in the 26 Ceuntes. What any bourgeniz,
pumbeen povernment n e Sanih i afraid of is
palitical appogition,

WORKING CLASS ACTION

Whitelaw and Heath need the support of Cosgrawe and
Coplsh &F they are to have any Bope of defeating the
national ateigele, Ard (ke other dde of the coin is
that the defeat ol the gheiloos m the Morth can onky
he prevenled with due ipobilisation of the warking
clase here'in the Sowth, 1t the duty of all sockabists
and republicans (0 work conseantly and comsistently
rowards rhe mohilisation of ibe working class i the
Coulhy in support of the ghettoes m the Marth,. The
stpizpgle in the Morth and the steugels In (e South ore
nol [ |j||:‘l't‘r=|'|l iszes, They are ane slrugde agams
foreign damination. o the Xesth, the daminplion is
military, politicel and econamic - it is direct imperial-
ism, 1o the Souwth, the Inpectallsm is indirece,

Under immperlalism the working closs is the mast

e ploited and oppresed <lss. For s ceason it s in
their inlenegls (o struggdes ngamst imperialism in ol its
Forme,  Far this reovan alsd,. (e working class aoe the
paly =cton of the nation which can be relsed oo o
seruggls o ihe bitler snd agginar bmpepialism.

The way forward in the immediale Dotune lies io
huilding new orgaisations of working class action,
feviving the street committess aml People’s dssem-
hlies, - A grest gtart is bed ng made i Andersonetawn
aver the guestion of policing the ates, Whatswr
iricks ihe SOLP may oy, Dw RUC will nzver again he
sccepintdes, The amited frants established o Derry,
Armagh, aod Belfia to protest agaimst inlemmint
miugt ke supporiil In the coandng period che worlking
class can counter the Asembly, the SDLP pportun-
ixle. amsl The wiiode Britiah scrotegy with theic own
peolice &nd cowrts, Uhel own vigilantes and slf
defence groups, The ant-Tnioniel working clasa nusat
b arrsd 0 (hec own defience,
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In the last issue of Red Weekly, we looked at
the catastrophic rise in the prices of basic
consumer goods. The Tores" ‘counter-inflation”
lzws allow the capitalists to pass on rises in the
cost of imporied raw materiab to the consumer,
restricting only the prossst profitesring which
could canse seriows problems in the relations
between the capitalsts themselves. Capitalist
profits are protected by allowing prices to
war.

In thiz article we proposs to look at the ways
in which the workens' moverment can deal with
nséng prices. As we oxplained before, the most

effeciive answer would be a policy of
wioyrkers coninod over prices. Instead of a Price
Commission based on the capitalist state
BumeaucTacy, workers commiltess would be
i up across the entire economy. Thess
wollld have o rghl of sceess 1o all company
records and informaton, the right (o interview
all company siaff, and {0 carry oul inguires
info such matiers & costs, production, and
PricHig.

Thes: bodies would impose a total freeze on
the price ol basic consumer goods, enlorced
by workers all slong the line and checked by
organ=ations of houwss wives and consumens.
Bankruptaes resulting from such measures
woild be mef with a vigorows policy of
nationalisetions. All these stepe would require
a workers government basing its authority on
workers' ofganksstions, rather than on Parlia-
ment and the capilalisl stale,

GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS

The sort of organisations needed for such a
decizive policy can oaly come aboul as a resuli
of & long period of struggle. The question is,
bow to launch these strugples. Today, the
workers' movement 2 faced wilth a Govern=
ment trying to draw the anions into the jaws of
sinte regulstion of wages by offerdng Wusory
o cemmong on the question of prices. Smashing
any such deal must be the next step forward
for the movement. But, 8t the same tine, a

“You cannot make a sirike eflective without
doing more than is awfol’, With these words
one of the couwniry’s leadimg judpes, Lord
Justice Lindley . effectively took away the righ
of picketing from the work ing class movement
m 15%6.

Toduy Lhe snme right is again under attick,
Lord Lindley's wornds could well be repeated
fromm the bench in Shrewsbury tater on this
year, with just os moaeh validicy as tey had
almost B0 years ago

1876 ACT

After the passing of 1he Conspirncy and Protec
Uiy oaf Properly Act in | 875 (eee Mo Weskiy 9
lor a discuseion of this) the trade union move-
ment genernlly considered the right to picket to
be secure. That Act specifically legliged “atten-
dingat or near . . Ca plage | -, in order to obtain
o comununicale information . ., °

For the next few veirs Lhe courts did indeed
behave as i pickeling was legal. Bur & soon as
ithe class strugale began {0 gel a lilile warmer,
the courds quickily did an about face. [n the
crucial case over which Lard Justice Lindley
presded, the cowrts decided that peaceful
picketing was both a “nsance’ onder common
law, snd an offence sgainst the Conspiracy and
Protéction of Property Act. They claimed thal
pickeiing was not protected under this Aet
because; by definition, It went bevond just
‘momnuniciing information”,

PEACEFUL PERSUASION

After this ruBng, suocesslyl prosecutions of
pcketers became common, In (901 cime a
further blow against the trde unions = the
historio Tall Yale jud pement that trade wnions
conld be gued for their dusirial actions, and
their funds sized to pay dameges.

Inm reply the trade undons mountel a major
national campaign which led to the passing of
the Trades Dispute Act in 1906, afier the
Liberal’s election victory. This not only wiped

away the Talf Vule judgement, bur also tried

o neutratise the vafous rulings on picketing by
exiending the deflnitbon of legally protected
aetivities o include “peaceful persuagion’ & well
a5 ‘communlcating information'.

This remained the lyw as farag picketing was
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PRICES: A STRAT

working class altemative to the Tories" propo-
saks mumt be worked oul,

The Government's proposal is that wage agree-
men s with e mployers should conilain
provision whereby an increase in the cost of
biving is compensated for by a rise in wages,
However, the cost of living index must rise by
several polnis hefore any compensaling rise in
wages 5 paid oot

Such a proposal allows the standard of living of
workemn o decline before any relief 5 granted .
Even (hen, toxation will eat into the toial
amount of any rise, This proposal goes hand in
hanisdl with a formula, similar to that imposed
during Phase [, whereby ovezall wage e
could mot go above p fixed ceiling, This will
prevent workers from doan g an¥ thing aboait
the decline in their living standards that has
taken placesinge Lhe Freere and severely
limits any future improvement of Eving
Slandards,

The Government is offering partiad reliel of
working class incomes from price increases =
a means of trapping the amiond into slale
regulation of wages, This musi be rejecied. The
TUC-Government talks must be brought 1o an
end.

WORKING CLASS SOLUTION

Howewer, that does ror mean that militants
should throw out the whole idea of linking
wages 1o the rise in the cost of living,

It is not encugh for milibmis io smash the
talks and then simply whack in a big wage
claim. This idea, put aboul by papers such as
Socialist Woarker and Worker's Fight, is
dangerouws,

Winning big woge rises through hard-fought
struggle, omly b0 see them rapidly eaten up by
the riging cost of Uving, is 2 very frustrating
experience, In the short term it may give nise
bo & bealthy milltancy and desire to fight, bot
in the near future workers faced with this
situation are going to get fed-up and start
looking for some mope permanent answer {o
their problems than jost *more milimney ' If
the revolubiopanes and militants do nol pui

forward proposals on how to deal with this
gituation, then the mass of workers will be
drown towards those who do: the Labour
Party buréaucrats and even the Tory Govern-
ment.

SLIDING SCALE OF WAGES

The moet siraightforward way of protecting.
wapes from the effects of deng prices is-
theough & sliding scale of wages. This is &
simple enough idea; wapea are mereased Lo
compensate for prics fdses over 3 particular
pertod. Differsnt versions of this idea have
boen pul inlo practics in o varety of trade
umion &gesments made after the Secand
World War, such = the one siill in opemtion
for the shoe industry. Most of these sche mes,
however, are agins! the interests of the
wiTking class becawse they are atlempls to
Bmil or slop regular inoheeres in real wages by
holding out the carrot of ‘prolection’ of present
tivamg slandards from inflation.

In order toserve the mterest of the working
class such & seake would hiave to be basad on
the prindple thal the working class is entitled
to regular increases in ite standard of Hwing,
Workers must therefore continue to fight for
regular, big booats n wages, Bul they should
abio demand that such increases are not
aubject to an immediate claw-back through
spirailing prices,

Whai must be eslablished & not primarily a set
of figures or o table relnting price risea and
wage increases, bul a bevic princple — all price
increages that occur in betwesn two negotinted
Wil e Tises muist be componsated for at the
cxpenge of the employer, and this compensa-
Hon must ensure that no worker suffers the
logs of a single penny i real terms as a resule of
inflafion,

RANGE OF PROBLEMS

Of course, & table of figures coolkl serve as a
preliminary, rough guide to the compensation
owing to workers under such an agresment,
Bul a range of problems can ocour which no
simple table could sdeguately deal with. For
example, the governmeni poce index is hased

THE HIDDEN
DANGER

by Brian Slocock

concerned until the passing of the Indisina] Be-

lations Actin 1971, While this com

I 5 spletely
sreplaies the Trades Dispute A, it seeem Lo
leave the picketing laws basically unchnnged

LAW AND THE CLASS STRUGGLE

Raberl Carr, the Tory Home Seeretary, has mid
lime and again that the existing laws are ade-
quate to “deal” with picketing — and for once he
is Lziling the truth, Stiict anforcement of the
present Bws wonld be encugh to smash pleket
ing as it is presently undecstood,

Lasws do nal exisd apart from the class sirugphe,
they are woapons usad by Lhe ruling class (o
influence the closs atrugple in theb own fvour,
They reflect a vertain relationship of forces
berween the classes and will be inferpreted and
enforced in differenl ways sccording to chanpes
i the relutive sitength of the warring clases,

The law must be interpreted in order tobe
applied, and this gives the represeniatives of the
Tuling claes wide booway in how they use it in

any particiilar situsbion, Very reactionary faws
can be applisd kaiently. or pul an the shelf (3a
i fhe cost of the Industriz] Relations Act), and
supposedly ‘progresive’ laws can ke rigorously
interpreted znd enforeed, avoording fo whatever
gulls the stratopy of the rufing closs at 8 particy:
Tir inai.

WORKING CLASS DEFENCE

M course different eepresentatives of the rullng
wlase — o example, the judpes and the govern-
il — may disngree ot @ particulr point in
time on what is the best sicategy for dealing
with the working class. Or aspate of hamsh
ool sentences may touch off 2 mass move-
ment which strengthens the hand of the work.
ing clase, It is under these circomstanees that
new laws may be paswed to dry and compensate
for the reactionary dedeions of [he courts (as,
Torexnmpie, the Trades Dispute Act in 1906,
The paint is_the working clas movemene can
never count oo the written word of the law or
the suppomad ‘neutrality’ of the courts of the -

by Alf Jennings

on’ the budget of an “average” family. But this
is worked ouwt on the bagis of all thoge who
earn upto £4, 000 a year, and thas indudes
many familics who e well above the working
£l in income,

The index therelone underestimates the effect
of increases in the necesities of life on the
averape working cionk family . A worker whose
mcome depends on socdal security benafils
mght end up worse aff after o wape rise,
brecause these benefits will be scaled down, o7
even cul off, a5 his wage rises. Part of soy
wags rise will be eaten wp in texbon: for wor-
ket on lower incomes, who presenitly py
little or no tax, this could greaily reduce the
henefit ol sny increase under & aliding scale;

Some of these problems could be taken into
account when working oot a sbiding zcale

The law gos

Orver 400 of the top 1,000 companics hyve fail
ed b0 provide information shoot their profits |
the Price Commision, &8 required under the
‘coanter-iiflation” legidation,

The alficial esponse of the Commission is ths
mANY companies hive mo doobe been waalde |
fnd the time or fhe expertize to fill i al the
forms &g yet. Io the meantime, however, these
companies coudd well be ratsdng their prices an
mcreasing thelr income at the expense of the
codiEimer. A cuf in price made by the Commis
iom mt & later date would do nothing to make 1
for the loss to the consumer. OF coumse, Sir
Arthur Cockfleld, chairman of the Commissins
coruld take the companies te court tomorrow
amd exiract unlimiied fines for their fallure 10
ropatt their profits. These companies ore breslk
ing the law. But Cockiield i= not likely to be s
zedlows aboul enforcing the law as his opposits

gosednment, Theonly defenos agzinst the
capitaligl legnl machine is the ability #o mobilize
the working class, and thus weaken lhe position
of the ruling ¢lass,

DANGEROUS PRECEDENTS

Al the present time Ehe courts hove all the
maierial they need — s the form of legl prece-
dents o crack down on picker lines, o 1966,
in‘the case of Fiddingtan vi, Barer, 1hE copris
suppoariet Lie cormclion of o picketer for
chetructmg the police in the execation of their
duty, His ‘crime’ was to haye refused 1o obeyv a
policamun who had teld o group of strikers that
they could onty have twe pickets on o faclory
gt The courd ruled that the police weps
entitled to da this i they had reasonable
proideds bo expect n breach of the peace,

Ind more importenl case, Trase »s Belmer, in
LO&7, the courts convieled another picket on
the sume charge. He had bed #0strikers who
bad picketed their foctory gale, marching iaa
Hght vircleé, The proseeaton Failed o prove
that any actual blocking of the entrance bad
Laken place, bot the court rubed thal the pur-
pose of the pickets Kid been to foree lorries to
itopesc Ehal the pickets conld tatk o the dn-
vers. This, they sald, wenl beyond just *com-
mundcating informotion” or *peaceful persva-
sion’and therefore constitured an unlawful
nutsarice which the police were enditled 1o
prevent,

HANDS TIED

These rulings interpret the dghts ol pickeis in
such a narrow way, and Lhe rightsof the police
in sich a bidwd sway, that 3 deteemined offen-
sive by the police and the caurts would
complotoly te the hands of pickets, As irade
o expert, Prof, Kenneth Wedderburn puts
itz

The only indispufably lawtful pickers, | are
thoe who attend in simall nombers near the
chosen place and whe keep oot of everyone’s
way, Meanwhile, the workers who they have
oo b persuade to joit them can sweep pasl
in vehicles which the pickets have no elght o
stop,”

DEFEND PICKETS

In the coming struggles the morking clas move-
meent will have o sdopt the flving plckets



GY FOR STRUGGLE

nd Chris Balfour

scheme, For example, workers" organisations,
in allionce with housewiws and consumer
ommitiees, shoold collect and assess the
information necessary for the compiling of a
pice index that will take into account the
effect of price rises on famibes of differeat

sizeg and with different incomes, bocal varations

in prices, efc.

The method of compensation would have (o
provide workers on lower wapes or with large

families, with exfre compensztion to allow for

the effects of taxation, loss of sodal security
benefits, ete, The sale should apply to take
hope pay, not basic rales, #nd thus inoresse
bonus and overtime earnings automatically,

VIGILANCE COMMITTEES

To cover all poesible situalions, any worker

numbers, Sir Frank Figgures of the Pay Board,
and S lohn Donaldson of the NIRC.

The katesi breskdown in the supply of inform-
ation shows cleady the degree to which the Gov
Governmeni’s prices policy depends on the wol-
untary co-operstion of the capitalists. The cap-
ltalists could decide collectively 1o refuse Lo
collaborste with the Commizssion and get away
with ir. They have successiully boveotied other
state bodses in the pasi. Bul such sgtion now
would reduce 1o nil the chances of the Govern
menl getting o desl with the TUC, So u large
propartion of the capitalists are slmply “going
slow”, or else ignoring the Commission altogeth-
ET.

Thiz is just one more illaswation thet the oaly
people who can be relisd on o take ellective
Aclion againsi rising prices are thoss who stand
to lose most by them, ihe working class,

Curiside Pentonwille Frison last yvear — mass mobilisation of the working class made a mockery of the law

would be able to claim extra compensation on
the grounds thet becawse of his own spedal
situation, his income had not been fully
protected from inflation, Claims such as these
would be deall with by workers” vigilance
commi blees st up in every factory to enforce
the shiding scale. Such committess would also
organise regular and gystematic checks to make
sure thal no wearing down of living standards
was laking place unnoticed, and to ensure that
the bossed were carrying out the terms of the
sliding soabe properly and following all the
mulings of thé vigilance commitise,

Demands such as these could be fought for amd
win in an individusl trede union struggle, Bud
thire is a donger that if only a few of the most
powerfully organised sectom of the teade
unica moverment won such a concession, the
overall rate of inflation would be pushed up
while the vast majority of the populatsan
remained unprotected. Any duch viciory must
Lherefore be seen & simply the opening round
of an alloul united struggle to win this pro-
tection for all the victlms of cpitatiam —
workers, uneémployed, posioners, students,
ete, The sliding scale mmst be applied not only
o all wages and salaries, bot to all state benefits
xs well,

GENERAL STRIKE

In the shrugples that lie shesd in the next yvoar
there is a real possibility of such a demand
haing lought for. Some of the bigpest battalions
of the working clss — the miners and the
enginesrs — will be in conflicl with the
Government, A militant strugple by either of
thess groups would spask off 2 wave of mass
solidarity throughout the working class,

Such s movement could be rapidly turmed o
a real, united fight for working class interests —
3 general strike, The first aim of & general
girike under these cireumsiances would be to
bong the Tory Government down, but it
wiould also be an important means of fighting
for particedar solutions Lo the most important
problems facing (he working class,
Domands for o reduction in the work wesk,a
big all-round incresse in wages elc, would

ploneered by the minem, building workers and

Chrysler wiotkers, and the mass picket ag it was

used at Sallley. In preparation for this, any
attempt fo enforce the lows against picketing
mmaet be Blocked now,

That can only be dooe by mobilising & mass
movement Lhroughout €lie trade unions in
defence of picketing. Every picdket who finds
himself threatendd by the police, the courts, ar
private goon squads, should be able to count on

undoubtedly be put forward, The demand for
a sliding scabe to protect all sources of moome
from inflation would be an important part of
such a sei of demands.

PREPARATIONS

T he sincerity of all those who claim to speak
for the working class — the trade wnion lesder-
ehip; the TUC, the Labour Party — can be
tested by their wilingness to take up the crucal
task facing the werking class movement: the
meed to prepare practically for a general sirike
againgt the Tory Government, Bat militants
should not wait for these bodles to move

before making such preparations,

Impariant steps can be made immediately:
passing motlons of full support for the engl-
neers” and minets” struggle through all trade
union bodies, setling up of local delegate
bodies (o organise solidardty with whichever
group poek intes siruggle opainat the Govern-
mend first. As part of such preparation,
demuanids like those being put forward in the
engineering claim, and the demand for a sliding
scle o prodect all sowrses of icome from
inflation, should be discussed and popularsed
throughout the working class movement,

As we bawe gaid, however, the most direet and
effective way of desting with inflation wiould
be by worker’ control of prices. [t is quite
posaible for the irmde union moveinent foday
o lounch specific strugeles which could lesd
the working clas movement in this direction,

PRACTICAL MEASURES

The first practical thing which needs to he done
& o draw up a plan of industclal action in
=lected companies and indusiries.. particubarly
those assocated with the production of
essential consumer goods. House wives' organisa-
lrons, and price commiiiees =i up by Trades
Cooneila, shoold supply the trade unlons with
information concerning the particular goods or
brands of goods which are mostcasential and
whichare rsing in price. Action should then

be tuken against the manufacturers, with the
aim of fordng them to freeze theer prices. A
apeail fund should be st up by the trade

unions to provide full sirike pay for workess
engaged in these acions. Sucha move woukl
gain the overwhelming support of every
worker, howsewife and pensioner in {he
country,

Workers and housewives, organised at the

point of distribution, would be able fo check up
afl priced, ensuring that no company could

et away with bresking sn agreement, and

that oo chain store could keep up i prices
while pocketing the difference for itself.

These measures are thoroughly practical. They
expose [he fabeness of the claim that anly

the Government and the cvil service can
combrol prices, Such actions as thess would have
an immediate effeet and would set in motion &
process of struggle leading fo more theroligh
and effecove solutions o the problem of

riaing prices  such as workers' controd of prices,

UNITY IN STRUGGLE

If the Labour Purty is seriows in ite claim Lo
slund for the intereste of the working closs
then it ghould declare s intent to impose a
slding scale for all imcomes by dew when it
comes into power. [ shoukl place all it
facilitiea al the dis posal of bousewives and wor-
kers” orpanisations roday in order that the

fight to force peices down aim be betrer
coeprdinated.,

Struggles on the question of prices, and the
setting up of organisations to collecl informa-
tion and co-ordinnte such strupgles, cin be an
important way of beinglng large numbers of
pecple into the light against the bodses and
against the Tory Government, 1§ @n draw in
hoth sections of workers who are not yel
putting forward wags claims, and groups not
usunlly directly involved in rade wunion struge
glea: housewives, penigioners, small traders,
studenis. If 3 mass, well organizsed movement
on the guestion of prices grows up at the
same time B8 the engineers or the miners con-
fromf ihe Government on the wages-foant, (hen
the Torica will find the mselves completely
gicelated and the strength of the working class
movement will be unbeatable,

the hacking of such 1 movement,

Bur the first task is b0 orpanise the hroades)
pussihle forees within the abour movement to
smash the rublng class attack on the Marth
Wales building workers. coming vp for trinl in

Shrewebury this October, A victory in Skrews-
bury will be 0 major step towards maklngsore
that no further attempts are made by the ruling
clads Lo use the courts against trade union picket
lines,
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Roots of the ‘left’ t

For the past twenty years the Labour Party has
msoved, almnsl without interruption (o the
right. The Wikon Gowrnment was clexrly to
ithe right of even the 1943 Labow Government,
The truditional socialist touchstone — nationali-
miion — dissppeared in proctice from Laboor's
programme, even though Gaitskell’s attempl 1o
et i removed from the Party constitotbon {the
famous ‘cluse 4° batike ) was defeated.

Thiz shill in Labour's |'Ilﬁl.-\'.'l!'!h Wwak in Hne wnth
a general pighvward movement of all Ewopean
Socil Democratic Parties, Bul now an oppasile
trend ks developing - throughout Europe Social
Democracy is moving to the letl, and once
agmin the Labour Party 8 following the general
pEtiem,

The new Labour Progrmmme drasn up by the
Mational Executive onoe more places aalionak-
safioil in the centré. As a result a strogple is
shaping up belween (he Party & xeculive sncd

the Parliamentary leadership.

The source of thes changes lies in o things:
firstly, the turn of the capitalist class towards &
policy of confrontation, which requimes the
meve fowards & strong state’ (the strengihen
g ol the power of the gowmment ot the
expense of ‘represeniative” bodiss like Parlis-
ment, and the reinforcng of the repressve siate
apparatus; the police, law and the courtsl;
second, the new nse ol mass working class

struggle.

The st real dents in the post war period of
capitalist prosperity and cliss peace cime in the
garly 19608, In 1960-61 there was a general
girike in Belgiiim. In Ttaly in the winter of "621-
6.3 there were impariant electrical and engineer-
ing workers strikes, In Germany a mefal wor-
kers atrlke took place In spring 1963, In France
o maners strike broke ouf in lade &3

Sirnullanenusly, and in many cESEE Calsing the
upsurge, some of the most important European
eoonamies (noizhly Britain, Belgwm, France
and ltaly}, experienced a decline in economic
prowth or recesiion, In every country thi
ruling class was faced with the problem of how
to cope wilh thes: mew economic and gl
problems. fn ewry ofee the answer gheen by
the ruling clrss war fo moee fowards grearer
stare invelverment in the economy. This was

dictuted by Dwo Tundamental considerstions.
Furst, only the stale posessed the colomal
coanamde resouraes needed to streambine and
rationalise the economy in preparadion fesr &
period of great ¢conomie problems. Second,
individusl capilalist firms wens G0l SLrong
enough to resist the workers® struggles by

ihe meelves, The repressntatiw of the capitalist
Jass &5 a whole — the capitolist state — had ta
corme b the assistance of the indivedwsl
employers, In Britain these developmenis could
be seen most clearly in the formation of the
Mationul Eeonomic Dewlopment Coundl in
1962463 by the Tory Government and in the
Indusirial Re-organisation Corporstion created
by the | 964 Laboor Crover nment

But greater state involvement did oot by iiself
solve the basic problem of capitalist strategy.
How was this stale power Lo be dsed? Two
bagic opton: were open. The first was a turn
io apen repression of the iy pe created in France
following the coming to power of de Gaulls in
1958, This invalwed a1 massive huld-up of the
pobice forve, physicl intimidaton of the
working class, openly weakening capitalisl de-
mocracy — all the charactenstice of the “strong
state.” But such o step requires 2 decisive show
down with Ue wotking cliss. De Gauble had
come (o office bastcally because of the threat
of the army o lake power. [n Belgum the
passing of repressive emergency” lnws had bed
to i peneral sirike, The furn fo open ropregsion
by the ruling class was a very risky game,

The alternatiw 1o open repression of the
working class was to attempt to pet the trade
umion bureaucrucy to do the rofing class's job
for it and clamp down on the working class.
From the early 149608 onwards the caplialiat
£lass bepan to move decsiwly towards crealing
gomi sort of agreement with the trade union
bureaucracy as its main policy. The gim was Lo
gl the bereadcracy lo accepl a deal with the
state wherehy the tfrade unions” leaders ciamped
down on milizzncy, The years from 2463 to
1968 were the heyday of the ‘negotiated
incomes policy.’ 11 was introdusced in Britain
by the attempts of the Tores Lo gel such 2
poliey in 1963, and then in the |964 Labour
Government's ‘Decliratmon of Intent’ and
mallonal Plan'
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ruling classes were forced to make im portant
politica} turns, B it wus 3 ase of doing a deal
with the trade union buresucrades then the
imnditional parties of the ruling class, the
Tortes and thelr European counterparts, weps
not the most suitable parties lor the job, On
ihe comtrary, their traditlons of open hostility
to the trede unions positively got in the wuy.
The most suituble parties were those having
ihe closest Lnks with the trade union
buresucracics — that i to say the varous
social democTatic parties of Western Europe,
The political result of the new capitalist
strategy was therefore growing supporl for
coalition governments Involving soclal demo-
cratic parties (laly and Germany), or even for
pure social demoabic gaowernmends - as in
Britain, In 1964 the representatives of the key
indusirial ssctions of British cpitabiam, the
Eeonomind magamne, Lord Kearton of Cour
taulds, Lord Sioked of Britksh Leviand, called
for the formation of @ Labour Govermment.

COLLAPSE OF INTEGRATION

For reasons which will be pone into further in
the second article in this senes, the policy of
integration failéd completely. It collapsed in
the 1968 General Strike in Franee, the mass
sirikes of aufumn 1%6% in [taly, the Belgan
Limbourg miners’ strike of 1970, and lha
mass British strike wave of 1968-T2, Faced
with the collapse of the policy of integration,

but nesding more Lhan ever the interventon of

the state in order po deal with mounting

working cless opposition the suling class hed no

aption but to turn to a policy of cpen repres
sion. This meant 0 mujor change n political
sirategy,

AL present the bourgeoisic is not SiTong
enouph in Europe to overlhrow ‘paliasmentary
democracy’ which b any case serves as oo
invwaluable ideological camoutiage for
patafist rale, This meana that the bourgeodsic
aannot rule directly through the Tepressive
apparatis of the sfale — az for example in g
mabitazy dictatorship. The state spparalus is
guided onimporian| questions by a govern-
ment, and themefore secuning the correc
povernment isn key aspect of Bos ol
StTaLEEY.

With the collupse of ‘infegratinn’ what bad
previously heen the soclal democeatic parties”
greatest attraction — their hnks wath the
working class and the trode union burenvamacy
— now hecime, [rom the podat of view of the

ruling class, their grestest weakness, These Loks

might af some crwcia] stage, partioularly at
election (eme, hold back a socisl democratic

party from blatant witacks on the working chis.

The way in which the Labour Government was
Torced fo drop its fa Ploce of Sidfe proposals
was 8 warning of this, The fact thet in the l=st

annlysis ool demoeratic partics will side with

thie raling class was not sulficent in Le new
albuarion.

Degpite valiant efforts ot repression by, Tor
expmple, ihe Brandt Government in Germany
the ruling class furned badk to ity traditianual

markies in 8 massive way, Theee had no organised

lirks with the working cluass, The cendre-righl
coafition in Tkaly, the first for ten years, the
gowing riling ¢lazs hoshlity (o the Socalk
Demoorats in Germany, Lhe taking op by the
whobe ruling class of the call fora Tory
Government all indicated the way in which the
wind was blowing. In ewery European counity
the tasks set for thess new capikalis] govern-
menis was Uhe same. Kepreer ihe working clasr
and itr organismiions, Prepere the way fora

oy stade or fhe reinforcement of ar exmiing
o,

The turn to open repression by Lhe Ewropean
ruling clasies can be seen ot every bevel. In
France o private polive force shot dead o
young militant, Pierre Overney, for discribarting
leaflets at the Benaull factory, ot Citroen fas-
cist thugs are allowed to physically ottack
umion delegbes with lmpunlty, and the Ligue
Coememuniste has been bunned for demonsimting
against the fasdsts, In Switzertand the courts
hawe ruled that wen fo write abhout the

o pita bists "ex plodting” the workers is illegal. Ine
Italy the centre-right government of Andrectts
introducad o law permdtting the areest “of any
peraon who, by his comportment, may be
ussumed 1o be engaged m [legal acrivities' Le.
far the arbitrary right of amest an mere
suspicon, [n Belgum a proposed law will

alloow o mployers to use armed guards freely,

in Britain examples of such mows are alio
mounling rapldly, We have seen [n re cene
months the free we by employens of crimingl
thug in the Chrysler disgute ], the openly

racist judgement of the House of Lads

om illegnl hamigranis | the mobdlisation of
fasciats to enforcee the House of Lords®
decigion ; the pollos ralds on [iish and sodalist
nilitanis; the ille gal holding of the Beliast |0
without charges, trial or right to fee lawyars;
the proseguiion al the Shrewsh ury 24; the
systonigtic fraining of the polics ta smash
plakels,

Within this geoerul situation the *centre” leader-
shipe of 1he BEuropean sodal demaocratic parces
are foreed to reconsider their tactics, 1o the
early "G00k (e ‘venire’ had aupported the reht
wing — thot section which hoped to come to
prwer with the suppedt of the capitalist caes.
With the eodlapse of che “mtegration’ policy
this ‘respeciabie’ road to office 13 oo longer
opeti. On the other bund, the eldmental upsargs
of the masges Uhreatens o widecmdne the
working elass base of the parly if an openiy
right witig line is followed, When they could
rely on support this did not worry the sovial
democrallc bireaucraly over much, Now lack
of a working class base would mean loss of the
one Foror which cowld commpel the ruling cless to
permit the somal demosrats to come (nio
government, Begmining working class suppor! |
hecomes a pressig need.

Al there frcrors — fear af being paepr aside by
@ Rew aprgrge of the meries, en fnohility i@
oarie fg office any more with the tupport af
the rigling cloes, e cerfiiy T reom plroere weark g
chres vates in order (o propel thempelves fnio
poveramerd o all inewiehiy purh the el
detiecracy ta the fefi. & new period of
demagnge “leliiem® is begmning to open for
thee. mase Buropean reformist partics.

It is oply in this context that Che néw palicies
of the Labour Party can be understood. They
are part of 4 pattem that started wich the
French Socialist Party sigming the Common
Progamme® with the Erench Communiat Party,
amid with the emergence ol Lhe German Seocial
Democratic Youth {'Tosos'), in Germany, 1t

will almoat certainly be reinforeed when the
lafast ‘centre-left’ coaliion collupses in [taly,
Renewed tailk of an sliance or government of
the Italian social demooatic el with the
Communist Party is altready in the air, Thus

ihe pew Labow Party programme g jusl the
beginning of a deflinite period of development,
which has ltx arggng in the changing situilion
throughout Evrops. Atan Saris

W have hacl wraeal evters from reeders ashing for
further informetion gfiee The aficls
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By decision of both Conpress and the Supreme
Cowrt the United States bombing of Camboddia
phould have stopped on 15 Amgnust. 1t i not
yvet clear whether this decidon will be actually
implemented, or whether Nixon and his mob
will aitempt some manoewvre (o extend the
bomhing beyond this date,

Without the support of US bombers the

military position of the puppet Lon Mol

regime in Cambodia will be fatally weakened.
The American Government {5 aware of this, and
for that reason huve siepped up the bombings
{0 an all-time high in the st few weeks,

The puppei regme has been on the brink of
collapse Tor some time. The national Bberation
forees — the United Malioma] Front of
Cambaodia (FUNK) — launched an offensive
last February during which they reached the
crucial Mekong River and blocked off all roads
leading to the capital. Throughout July the
baitle 2one steadily narrowed fo within five
miles af (e capilal aty of Phnom Penh.

The puppet army i totally demoralised ond
middled with cormdption. [ts real sirength is only
asboul & guarter of what i sppears (o be on
paper — the inflated figures enabling the
penemls o draw vasi addilionn] sums of U8 pid.

Chor The lasl Tew dayieven Western pournulises
have been foroed o report the steady disinte-
grallon of the Lon Mol lores, desmie the
siepped up US sir support, They have graspesd
at any small straw — a lactical retreat by the
natonal beration forms, {or e mmple i
produce evidence that the FUNK was Tunnmng
oul-of sieam.” Bul the nexi day has alwiys
brooght them back (o reality as more villapes
fall to the FUNE and another city i isolated,

This military collapes ol Lon Mal's [orces is
bound to have polibical consequences, Lo
Monde reports: 'The revolutionarnss appear to
be waiting for the regme to disintegrate,” And
they will not have long to wait. FLe Mande of
14 Auvgust carried the news that leading
I'l!;u..'h m the presenl Grovernment favouor the
remaval ol Lon Mal and ihe retarn of Prince
Sthanouk, former head of siate and preseni
head ol the natonal bbkeration movemeni.

This atfriude is mereasingly shared in LIS
political crcles. Senator Symingion, 4 membes
“of Thie Senate Armed Fofoes Committes, s
recenily discovered that 'Prince Sihanonk hae a
greaber ascendoncy 10 lhe counley Lhan any
ather person,.’ adding bitterly “Mothing could
be worse than whal & sctually tiking plooe.’

What are the opions facng US i perialism in
this sitwtiomn? The first wouald be to abandos
Loan Mol and then allempl o do a deal with
Sithanouk. This is the option favoured hy
“hberal’ poliicans in Wnshington, and 5
fimdirg incressing fEvour witl US Mnancal
interesis who e Sputh Easi As@ 85 3 poten-
finl ares of fruitful Invwestment once (he
meecunly and mstability of saris ended.

Recent stotemenis of Prince Sihanouk, in

Turning point in Cambodia

whilch he has talked of o possible ‘reconcilia-
tion"with Washington of LS policy were (o
change, would scem to offer some scope for this
itralagy. The stumbbing block is the nmational
iberation forees.

The backbone of the armed struggle bave boen
the Communkzt Red Khmers and Khmer Minh,
After almosi ten years of military and political
struggle. |t & anlikely they would seitle for
some tarfed up compromise with US imperial-
ism and turn-costs from the Los Mol regime.

It wonld thos be difficull lor Sihanouk to be o
party to any open compromise within the
Torescealle fufune,

The other optlon for the US s 1o back a full
sale invasion in-support of the Lon Nel repme
from ¢ither Thalland or South Yietnam, Beosnl
revelations ahout segret US military activities
i L mioda m 968 and P970, syslematically
hidden from the American Congress, shiow that
there are pleniy o precedenis for such on
operition, But are the amilable instrwments

i B the tesg !

The That dictatorship & i deep econamiz dil

figulty, and is currently immersed in a shajor
sludent upsurge. To thoow military forcss into
the Cambodian struggle under presend arcim-
stances would appear to be a fool's wager,

The Thisu regime n South Vietnam is willing,
Bl s uhl.h.l}' Loy garry Lhrough such @ venbure
iz highly gquesticnable. A South Vietnamese in-
vumon would strengihen the unity of the
Cambodian people around the liberution foroes,

Sections of (he South Vietnamese army are
already having socond thoughis about the
Thigu Gewernmenl, und the iunching of a
foreign adventure at this time could force thode
cracks wide open, Moreover the myvolvement of
large numbers of Thiew's troops ln Cambodia
wordled b an open myilalion o the Nalionul
Liberation Front to give a final push which
would put pakd to the whoele puppel regme in
South YVielman.

If the American Government proves able
neither to come to an understanding wilh
Sthanouk nor lo provide Lon Wol with the
Aupport necsEsary to keep ldm i bsiness, the
[utare will be bleak for US Imperizlism in

Prings Sihanouk [left] with Hon Youn {his Minister of the Interior] and Hu Nim (hiz Mimister ai_fgufmmatinnll

South-East Asia, The Cambaodian liberation
forces will take poreer under circumstances
that are likely Lo towch off far-reaching social
change throughout the country: they will have
come fo power on the hasis aof their own
gtrengrh, in the face of detormined opposition
from Imperiakism and the Cambodian reaction-
ariex, and with fo commitments olher than to
the Cambodian workers and pessants who
hive sustnined their fight,

The presence of anestablished and sympathetiz
Government just across the border sould ina-
mensely sirengthen Lhe hand of the NLF in
Wietnam, both polincally and matecally, and
could encourage a new offensive which woald
place the whol: of Scuth Vietnam in the lands
af the anti-imperialist forces.

In short, the Tode of all of Soach-East Asia hnngs
m the balanes in the current strugele in
Cnmbexhia, The solidarity movement in this
couniry must ke this face to hoart. It must

be prepared o take (o the streelsand Turnish
other kinds of political suppott when the
dicisive turning point is rezchod,

., f

The inclusion of the militury in Allepde’s new
government of % August marks the end of three
vears of government by a coalition of parties of
the m:rﬁlllg class, and & mapor advance for the
coun ter-revoedution

Ihe army las participsied m the goemment
anoe hefare, after the iorry-owners” boveoit of
Uetober 1972, Bul this time their inclusion
comes ifter months in which open cavil war has
threatencd toengull’ the cotntry, with a fascise
inysion plol, rebeflions by secdons of the army,
the Christian Demcerais’ suecessiul inleryen-
ton o the copper miners’ stnke, and massive
defensive mohilisations of the warking ol

Since the shortve militsry revelt ar the end of
Jums | the Christian Democrats, wiio bold Uhe
conpressional majordty, have bees pressng fior
the inclusion of the militany on the conditions
to whicly Alleade has now agreed, These
include the remowml of left” ministens fram key

End of the
Chilean road

poatsr the enlorcermenl of The constitalion

theal i ngainsr the armed left-wing groups and
atrempds Lo dugiribabe arms 10 the workers; and
the hixing of mits to the nationaliscd seotars
of the econmny, with gwarantieés to privace
PropeTiy,

Allemde and his allivs in the Communist Party
have snemificed all fhe recent paing of the
working class — elwding the wave of faclory
orcupliong in respone: 1o lhe atlempied coup
im June — o collabaration with Uhe military,
The: Papulac Uinity teaders have urpmd respec

for *law and order’ and avoided any mobilisa-
tion of the workem. Troops have been seni intg
the necumed Tuclones under the law passed
Lt year by the Christian Democzats, authari-
simp the apmy 1o bevade hames ami work-glaces
on Che pretedl ol searching lor grms, The
revalulionanss who sttempred to-cacty our a
naval moatiny sgainsl resctionary oificers
connecied with the Tascist "Pain v Libertad’
movement. now [ace a cowli-mariial sfter The
chiscoyvery ol their pans on 7 Avogust, Allends
threatensd on Mondny to suppevas the extreme
left by farce,

Threatened by the reactionary transport “strke®
which |:-|¢_1l.|g||.[ te governmentol crisis toa bead,
the Popuiar Unity leaders have agaln given the
sregts over, oot to the working class, Bul 1o the
army. They hawe therefore been Forced fo
retecat on thelr positions of @ manth carlier,
dnd pucegl the conditions of the apposjtion for
the inclusion of the mulitasy

The Pojpular Unicy pacties aop deeply divided in
their attitude 1o the new government. Allends's
Soclabiat Party faces the threat of massive splifs,
amaller parties inciuding MA PU and the
Christian Left may withdraw, The MLR { Bewo-
lutinnary Lefl Movement) has withdrawn the
critical suppart i orignally gave Popular Uinity.

(0 the workers' parties only the Chileaan CF
gives unconditional suppart ta the entiy of che
i lidar,

Admiost forty wears after the betrayal ol the
Spanisly revolulion 3 lalinsm is mpea bing its
ir=achery against rhe Chikean workers and
peaaanis. The cmsia in the other Popalar Linity
parlies s pvidence af the sironp oppositon in
the working clas vo the lateat iovea af Lhedr
lewders, Bur withoul o pvolulionary: marsist
leadership, the Chilean workers face bitter blows
froum the countes-revolution which is now

tirmly om the march,

Faor only the second time soce the Colonels'
coup i Apell, 1967, Greeks went i the polls
il Suncday, 28 Ialy, The porpose, as on the
last oceasion in September 1968, was (o ratily
clanges 1o e Constitution — ihe main ones
this time being the abolition of the mobarchy
and the institution of an 8-vear presidential
ek

Acpording 1o the officia] returos, Y8 ol The
votes cast were "Yed' votes. This fipure was
achieved by o unique mechanism, bach vole
wias Eupposed 1o be given un énvelope containing
two cards, ope saying ‘Yes and the oiher Mo’
Hut i the comtrvsule, where there was na

s parvision of the elections, voters fowmd only o
“Yoa' card dn Lhear envelopes, In athens,
hevwever. where foreign journalists clserved the
vating: the ‘Mo® yoles accoundad for 28 much

Greek farce

an 1% of the total, There s no ceagon to
sippse Lhal developments in Lhe rese of the
counfry tng far behind those in Athicens.

The npposition reprassnted by these wiles
reflects in part wogrowing splt in the ranks of
the Greek bourgendsic owasr the direstion of The
goumiry s @ eonomic deyve lopmeni. 1 lie pepsimne
& committed o @ perepe cbive of ncreasing
it Aanericm danvesomend s Ford and alher
Aperican coinfines are alieady ivalvid L
wilding asse iy plinls in Creace under ex
toe ety Tavourrhie tax amnd imvestmen! Lerims.

s resull Llers are arcwing dirfeien oos
bEtvween Lhose adclions of tThe bourgecasic who

are invobasd inoindusiries which are subsidiar:
tand dependent on American investoent, and
thase nvilved o rhe bmited native ind usLry'
whi wan! to develop the intemal markst and tie
the (reck ctonaimy o the Edro prait Coinen
Markel, [Tiis this latler seciion, represented by
the okl liberal and socinl dempocratic poliricions,
which has pried to use the reproasive satwre of
Lhe regime dnd the absence of democratic rights
asu platiocm for gaining mass support o oost
the Calonels:

Bur of course the fome of such & mass move
nwnl Tor the restorzlvon of democratic rights
wioldd o far bevond pulting a handiul of the
walel pedlibiciang back inlo poswesr, i Phis contexl
1her pe-awakening of working class and student
stupeles has an added stondlican Ge and potenbial,

Im fhee Pacee of o nise in the cost of Living of 445

in the last vear. and d complete wape frooze for
the last thece vears, a whole serdes of Sladme Tor
a 35% incrense haw gons in. In ope case, some
af the warkers ac Olymple Abvwava held ‘the
firet atelke suace the coup Although this was
defeated, and the lendess of the Actzon Com-
inditoe got wp roorun i palbed, iEwas a signpos)
for Tulure struggles.

In tlac same way, the recent occupalions and
slrtkes al Lhe wroivers (s in Saloniks ond
Athens are also sy mptomatic of the prowing
apposition to the regme, These srrogeles hawe
clwen an impeius fo the previcosly clundestins
aclivibes of the revolulionary organisations,
B=ior docial explomons now thresben fo @ xpome
the controdictions of imperialiam i Gresce
which have been Toroad underground by

re pressive Tuks lor che last six vesdrs.
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KRIVINE RELEASED

Alin Krivine, 5 leading member of
the former Communisi Lesgue
{French section of the Fourth Imter-
national), was finally relessed from
jall on ¥ Avgusi. He had boen hebd
mi one al those sllegedly responsible
for the mass sntifascist demo In
Pars om 21 June, which led 1o the
ban on the Communisi League im-
posed by ihe Government o week
later,

This represents an undoubied defest
for the Government., Krivine's re-
lesse was first ordered over thres
weeks earler, bul had besn delsyed
while fhe Government lodged #n
appeal sgainst the rulimg, which it
osl. The judgement is 8 clear indica-
tion of the effectivenecss of the soli-
darty campuign which has been
mounted both in France and inter-
nmationally. Il s also 2 monument 1o
the divisions and uncertainties which
exiEt inside seclioms ol the Tuding
apparutus itself

However, the struggle 18 far from
over despile fhis sethack for the
Government. The ban on the Com-
mutidsf League has nol been fifted;
and Pierre Boissei, snother leading
militant, =til! rempins in jul. The

next atep therefore, a  Krivine
ilressed in 8 press conference after
his rebease, & mol (0 go. under-

gound but io siep up the strugghs
by fully sxplodting oll the resouros
of legality. In this way & favourgble

balance of forces n he established
to defend the nght of political ex-
presion and organisation,

Vital im this process will e the
milernationil support for the @m-
paign. In Britain, the way {orearnd
has been shown by militants in Tyne-
side, where 3 local defesce com-
mitiee includmg represeniaives from
all the major working class oTganisa-
tions has been set wp. Sach activity
musi be extended to the resl of the
country, In the Autumn it is plinned
to hold a major national conference
open [o all those who are oppassd
to the ban, and from this to cstablish
& broad-based national committes in
defence of the Communist Léague.

Meanwhile, several thousand people
have so far signed the petition miling
for the lfting of the ban, and o
mumber of lride union bodiss hawe
pussed resolutions condemning the
French Government’s acfion. But
money for the Dafence Fond ix sbill
only irickling in — & big push most
be made i this direction if we ame to
offset the material ¢ffects of the ban
o oier French commdes,

All correspondence (donntions to the
Defence Fund, requesis for copies
of 1he pelition, resolutions of sup=
port, ete.) should be sent to; Ad Hoe
Commitiee Lo Defend fhe Commus
nist League, ¢/o | B2 Pentonville Bd ..
London, N.1.

The following are smong those who hawe already signed the petition:

Frank & llian WP

Morman Btk snaon, MF

Mlichual Fowrt, MP

Ernc Hatlge 500

Phallig Fihiishasd , WP

Johm Gollan, Natichal Saoretary, Commu
it Party of Great Britain

Moty Johrstone, CPGE

Ermis Roberts Azsistant General Secrezary,
ALEW

Foiwr Daoyis, Chairman, Labouwr Party
Young Sociaiists

dohin Forroaer, Latowr Pacty Matiansl
Eumeutiive Commatbes

David Skimmer, Clay Cross Counciline
Ean Cooges, Directar, Barisand Ausss|l
Paacn Foungstion

Kam Flast, Director, Instawie for Workers
Conmtrol

Eddie Ankars, ALIEW Cormsangs, Dardners
Josa Sharkey, APE X Convenor. Salford
Elactrical Instruments

Mike Cooley, Past Pragidan, ALEW
(TAES)

Kavin Halpen. Chairman, LEDTU
Bormard Pamter, FManckasier District Sec-
rElary, ALIEWN

Colin Davis, Secrorary, Moancheste Trades
Coumeil

G. Luker, Secretany, Dxford Trades
Council

W, MacLedlam, Soenetary, Wi Lothisn
Tipdes Counoil

Simaon Fraser, Spcretary, Livarpaal Trades
Councii

Professor Joan Fobinssn, Camssradon
Frofessar Dorathy Hodgkin, Oxfard
Professor JA.C. Brown, Oxfard
Profasasr B P, Thampson, Wersick

Mweil Middieton, Editor, Penguin Books
dohn Dandals; Dimeaor, Risssl] Prass
Lord Gilford, Barrisisr

Kennoth Tyran, Literary Masiager,
Malichal Thagtra

Tha following are among the trade union organisations which have passed

rasolutions condemning the ban:

Mamingkam B District Trodes Cownall
Stirfing & Dastrict Trades Counell
Liverpool Trades Council

Marwich Trodes Coungil

Soimh Ehiekds Trade Unien Council

Ceniral London Brandh, AUEW | TASS)
T&EWL 5/55 Branch

TEGWL /AT Bramch

Kinnail Branch, MUM

flarwich Mo, 6 Brands, LICATT
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REDNOTES

Tha ogual pay stk af Saford Elactrical
Irstrigmeais andod fast woek with masege-
mak|ng substantiol concisyione |n this dir-
m, The givike, of malke and female
mammiteers af the devical woskees® wniaom
APEX, had lited 17 wosks, A couple of
awrlr, o rmamber of Manchager
Woman's Liseraticn arrasied durlng cne of

s the mass plekats outsde SEI was Towmd
. 'mot gty of srssult by magisirates after

dufarding kersolf and fighting the css an
a politiml bais, desling with tha lues
raiind by tha atriice.

But anothor cowrt case is @2l panding,
whess gna of the strikors, George Dickin-
som, & chargsd that be, 'with & v to
pompsl ons Alsn Speakman io sbstein
frim wisiti ng promises which be had & lagal
rightt to do in connaeton with his employ-
rant, wrangfully and wirthoot lsgs! suibo-
ity did Tollow 1he sakd Alan Speslcman
abaur froam oloce to place, contrary. o
Section 7 of the Corspirocy and Protec-
tion of Property Act of 1875, The chamge
ks toe metivity an 11 Jaly, when sirilkers
ware Tollowing & seob driver about o en-

drourto=—a normal procedurs inosn induEs-

by bailiffs

Property. af the beadquarters of the
engineerng union in South London
may goon be seized by bailiffs if the
union eontinues Lo refuse (o0 pay
compendation too 8 worker expelled
for scabbing on u sympathy strike,

On Tuesduy,” the Lambéth County
Court granted an order enforcing a
ruling by the Southampton Industrial

i body set op onder the Indudrial
Relations Ast, had found the AUEW
guilty of an “unfpir ingustnal praz-
tice. =

The AUEW has sewn daws in which
to pay up. But in lige with theds
policy pl ‘non-cooperation” with the
Indusrial Relations Act, the union
leaderahip has so far melused o ape
| pear in gooird OT THY up.

| NOT SUFFICIENT

Th= policy by iteelf will not e suf-
ficiemt bo prevent the  bailiffs from
rifling the headgoarters of the anion,
Jusl ps 5t proved insutficient to pre-
went the Mationsl Industral Relations
Court Trom sigueslering 0 0
from the union's foods duging the
Croad aitg'an*

At a time when the AUEW should
be making itd-pleins for an offensive
agdinst the Government's pay policy,
it cannot allow the ruling class (o gt
away with thie sogt of phyaical altick
o unson resourcess; To showe sipns of
weakness ab  this point  wilk only

=~

o

AUEW lthred’ré.ned

Tribenal tht the man shoubd receive’
£2 80 in compengation, The trbunal |

increase the confidence of the Gow
ernmenl and the ruling ciss thai
they can defeat the AUEW ower the
current pay claim,

Inslead of courbing o lacticel defiead
with rthe poliey of pasasiw ‘non-
cocrperation.’ the AUEW lendership
should wse the presenr skirmish oo
harilen up (heir membership for the

. coming confromfation, They should

@ill a mps picket owtside the union
headguarters on the day.the bailiffs
are due, and maintain this ploker as
long s the threst of sizure exists,
Mass indusirial action should be
called to foree e Goverdmen) Lo
relreat,

LOCAL RESPOMNSE

Koo Weekly hos stressed the need for
AUEW militants in the localities 1o
hald spedal meeting: und work out
a plan of action for the coming pay
flght, But I i impectant that they
take up this issue as well Any action
by the codrfs o enforpge the fuling
should be med by mass stoppages and
demondtrations jeross the country,
regardless of what the AUEW burzau-
"E.,’ﬁ clionses 1o dis,

The!

overnment may have put the

“Indusing) Relativnt Act on the shelf

recently, but thie new artack shows
ihal 5t Yor i a dead letter, The
Act i S allheear o the entire
workimg clisz, mnd  the engineers
shold receive the widest solidarity
from the working class movement o
s Teght,

International
Marxist

Gro b

(B ritish Section of the
Fourth |nimrnational)

182 Pantonwille Road,
London M. 1.

1 would fike more infor
ke abrout the MG
and ITE BCVIEes,

rial dipue. But Deickinson was nrl char-
| ped untl & Tarinight kter, APEX are pro-
viding a lawyer for a “not guilty” ples sg-
airet wihat ik obviomshy an attempt to =i
vage at beast a limitstion on picketing
righta fram the disparte.

Pristare arsd Jouwnalese a1 the Mortiraham
firm of T. Hailey Forman, puolishers of
tha Ewening Foar and the now-Eetuner
Gummian dourms, retuened o work on 27
July withoul moch 1o dhowe Far tReir alx
ek strikos.

| Tha sgreamant raachad Epsasan THE &oim-
| pary and the unbons was very wogue; the
| only conerete gain boing o compdny gro-
"rmise to obseres nations! sgresrnants, On
Jrha crucial bsue of redundancs, the
| termis weers sufliciently o o permit the
campany 1o lay aff 160 workers sherily
after the setilament. A% af chose wers
troks  unionists, redugien the wnicnsed
peopartian of the workforos o 758%

Muh ol 1he responsbility for the lailire
of thestrike e with NATSOPA executive
member Chasn O'Briae whio, ac o crucial
priAt inthe grike, pressusised his raminr
imia secepdirg 1he seitiement. This for oed
the other urions 10 ga alang, with anby
e ML Semurring.

Tha 20th Anniversary of the
CLA Coup in

IRAN

Public Meating and Fiim, Friday 17

Suust 730 pon, Boom 342, Mech,
Ertg Dupt | Imperial Collere Sxiil:

frion Ao, S 0WEF

DEMONSTRATION, Sunday 19
Abmpust 2300 pon. Sprakors Cornes
My i ranan Embessy 16 Prinees
Gam, S WCF,

Croanised by The |sankan S udenis SodsEny

Contedoration, Bazarnani, 107-103 Giwem

Dave Ballgy |50 London W.C1

DEFEND THE SHREEWEBURY 241 Pibili:
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T A

Sty
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TARICE ALL YWauld sryore wha == Tarkg
Al Being arowmnd aurside Biaskinghaom Fulacs
clyire the pirgiiasy giginet O Castdnd = visit
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