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HOW TO DEFEND LIVING

red

Working class living standards will fall by 8 to 15 per cent over
the next year as a result of the Healey measures. That was the
warning brought to last weekend’s conference of the Institute of
Workers Control in Sheffield by Judith Hart MP, who resigned
from the Government last month over the Cabinet reshuffle.

Defence of jobs and living stan-
dards are the central tasks facing the
workers’ movement. But the TUC
has aided and abetted Wilson’s on-
slaught, and most of those who op-
pose the measures are confused
about the sorts of demands and
methods of struggle necessary to
beat the crisis.

The Communist Party, tail-ending
the Labour lefts, has yet to propose
a single concrete initiative to mobil-
ise extra-parliamentary action again-
st the Healey measures. The Inter-
national Socialism group has conten-
ted itself with calls for more rank
and file militancy, without saying
around what demands and forms of
action this militancy should be mob-
ilised.

On the opposite page Red Weekly
proposes a programme of action as
the basis for a united response to the
Government attacks. One of the cen-
tral demands that we believe the
workers' movement must create un-
ited action around is rhe sliding
scale of wages and benefits — the
automatic and complete protection
of all working class incomes against
the effects of inflation.

PERNICIOUS

One of the most pernicious ideas
being put forward both by the cap-
italist press and the reformist leaders
of the labour movement is that work-
ers must make sacrifices to stop in-
flation because it hits their fellow

ards

workers, particularly the low paid,
harder than any other section of
society. By claimingas Wilson does,
that wage-cut plans are really an
‘anti-inflation’ package, the Labou.
Government seeks to set low paid
and high paid against each other.

VALUABLE

But these manoeuvres can be de-
feated. Even the experience of
threshold agreements, which were
far from being a comprehensive slid-
ing scale, showed how automatic in-
creases in wages to compensate for
inflation benefited all workers, par-
ticularly the low paid.

A survey of 82 major national
agreements for low-paid industries
in the year 1 March 1974 to 28 Feb-
ruary 1975 showed that 62 of the
82 settlements gave workers on a
basic rate below £30 a week an in-
crease greater than the 27.5 per cent
increase in basic weekly rates estim-
ated for all workers. But leaving
aside the threshold agreements only
43 of the 82 settlements would have
given an above average increase.

The value of threshold-type arran-
gements has also been shown by
those groups of workers who won
threshold deals extending beyond
November 1974 — the final date set
by the Tories’ Phase 3 legislation.
Last August 11,000 Kodak workers
won a pay increase plus a threshold
deal giving 1 per cent rises — payable
quarterly — for eve

, Tyneside, are striking for a wage increase ab;:ve the £6 limit
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in the retail price index. These were
worth another 12.5 per cent wage in-
crease at the time when they were
consolidated into the basic rate in a
recent new agreement.

Eighteen thousand London Tube
staff are now one of the few groups
of workers whose wages are protec-
ted by any sort of agreement against
inflation. Recently Tube workers

1975

money gained by many British Rail
workers in their recent settlement.
What is more the Tube workers have
won a new threshold deal — payable
quarterly — giving 0.75 per cent for
every | per cent increase in the Re-
tail Price Index after February 1975.
This has already been worth another
£3 a week.’

No-one would argue that the

was larger than the inc

had £8 threshold payments consol-
idated into their basic rates — £3.60
more than British Rail staff, whose
threshold agreement worth £4.40,
ended last November. In fact the
extra money gained by Tube work-
ers through continued thresholds
in new

A

WORKERS AGAINST WILSON

Despite the confusion sown by the trade
wmson leaderships and the lack of any
fight from the Labour ‘lefts’, some work-
ers are beginning the fight back against
Wilson's Tory policies.

® At GEC Stafford 2,500 workers have
slready been out nearly seven weeks for
£10 across the board. ‘In spite of the
mew Healey plan for £6 a week, we're
staying out for the £10', said Bill Hughes,
deputy AUEW convenor.

® 500 hourly-paid and white-collar work-
«xs at the light engineering Carr Fastner
Company in Stapleford and Worksop
walked out within days of the White
Paper being published when management
oaly offered them the £6 increase.

@ 1,300 Bristol and Avonmouth dockers
are takang guenlla industrial action in

mmeunit of 2 10 2 mmal roct of i

claim. Sanctions have also been imposed
by 2,300 Southampton dockers for
more than a month in pursuit of a ‘sub-
stantial’ cost of living claim.

® On Tyneside a veritable strike wave
is taking place. Fifteen thousand work-
ers have been on strike or laid off in
struggles for claims well over the prop-
osed £6 limit.

® At Swan Hunter shipyards 5,000
ancillary workers, members of several
unions, are engaged in joint action for
the first time in pursuit of a claim in
line with the recent boilermakers’ settle-
ment of £8.30.

® 4 000 manual workers at C A Parson’s
Heaton plant are holding out for their
full claim of £10 across the board.
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workers at their South Shields and Sun-
derland plants in retaliation against

strike action by clerical workers, members
of APEX, who have rejected a revised
offer of £6 to £7.50.

From 1 August these workers will be
confronting not only their own employ-
ers but the Government as well. The es-
tablishment of broad based action
committees to unite the struggles would
strengthen the fight for the individual
claims and show how to defeat Healey's
measures.

® |f Tyneside shows the way, the cloth-
ing workers’ pay negotiations show what
the low paid can exrect from the £6
limit. The National Union of Tailors and
and Garment Workers are claiming the

£6 for their 120,000 members. They've
hann niffernd taat £92 LH

{

Denis Healey a* Tolpuddle last mend-—lookirE for new martyrs to his policies

Phase 3 thresholds in themselves
were adequate: they only started
after the retail price index had
already risen seven per cent; they
were not calculated on a working class
cost of living index ; they did not
take account of taxation and nation-
al insurance contributions; and the
money increases given were not
equivalent to the rise in prices.
About 60p would be necessary to
compensate for every one per cent
rise in the retail price index.

However, the transformation of
the threshold system into a genuine
sliding scale of wages taking account
of all these factors and extended to
all state benefits, grants and pen-
sions would be of great benefit to
the whole working class.

Nine times out of ten the fight
for a wage increase is in fact a fight

HOW THE
SLIDING SCALE

WORKS

The threshold system of cost-of-living increases, as we point out above, by no means
gives such a comprehensive protection of wages against inflation as would a sliding
scale. The following calculations, based on an extension of thresholds after Novem-
ber 1974 shows the value of the sliding scale system.

In October 1973 the Retail Price Index stood at 185.4. For the purpose of thresh-
old trigger points this was taken as 100. Of course the first 7 per cent rise in the RPI
was not paid for, and the threshold payment of 40p was one per cent of a wage of
£40 — well below average industrial earnings.

A year later the new RPI stood at 113.2. If we take this as a base point for calcu-
lating the increase in the cost of living in a similar way to the threshold “trigger’ sys-

tem we get:
Retail Price Index
October 1974 113.2
November 1974 115.2
December 1974 116.9
January 1975 119.9
February 1975 121.9
March 1975 124.3
April 1975 1291
. May 1975 1345
June 1975 137.1

To give complete protection against inflation to a wage of £40 a threshold of 60p
(not 40p) would be needed for each trigger point. For the period since October 1974
this would mean a threshold payment of 21 times 60p = £12.60 just to keep pace with
with the cost of living up to the end of June. On £50 a week, which is nearer to the
average wage, a total threshold payment of 21 times 75p = £15.75 would have been

needed.

Without this type of sliding scale arrangement, most workers have at best been
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around other social and political
questions.

% average increase
over October 1974

to compensate for the effects of in-
flation already suffered. The sliding
scale would lay the basis for actually
campaigning for increases in the real
value of wages. Far from demobil-
ising struggles, as the IS group claim,
the existence of some form of slid-
ing scale arrangement in Italy and
Belgium has acted as a spur both

for wages struggles and struggles

At the present time in Britain
the fight for the sliding scale for all
workers’ incomes — and the Scot-
tish TUC passed such a resolution
at its annual conference this year
— would cut across Wilson’s prop-
aganda that the relatively better
paid are responsible for the misery
of the lower paid. It would square-
ly place the responsibility for infla-
tion where it belongs: on the back
of the anarchic capitalist system.

SLIDING SCALE

AND WORKERS’
- CONTROL

The sliding scale would also serve
another purpose: by boosting work-
ing class consumption it would
create more demand in the economy
and consequently more jobs. This
could produce worse inflation if in-
dustry remains in the hands of the
capitalist class — who will maintain
or increase production only for the
purposes of profitability — but far
from deterring the workers’ move-
ment from fighting for the sliding
scale, it should inspire us to fight
for control over the productive pro-
cess itself, instituting a rational plan-
ning of production under the cont-
trol of the workers in place of the
dictates of capitalist profitability.

by James Drake

Trigger Points
Monthly Cumulative

I
|
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1.8% 2 2
3.3% 1 3
5.9% 3 6
7.7% 2 8
9.8% 2 10
14.0% 4 14
18.8% 5 19
21.1% 2 21
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Mick Gosling writes on ‘tne Prentice affair’
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It will be little short of a miracle, and a real victory for the working class, if Newham North-East
Labour Party succeeds on 23 July in ditching right wing Labour MP Reg Prentice as its candidate

at the next election.

On top of a scurrilous press cam-
paign, 180 Labour MPs — including
13 Cabinet ministérs and some mems
bers of the so-called ‘left-wing’ Trib-
une group — have called on the Con-
stituency Labour Party to drop the

Biggest evening sale in the world

Evening News

-
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sacking moves. These contemptible
hypocrites, who applaud Wilson's
draconian wage-cutting measures
which threaten to wreck the labour
movement, claim that dropping Pren-
tice would prove ‘extremely damag-
ing to the labour movement’.

As if sacking a man who has join-
ed with Heath on pro-Common
Market platforms, called for coalition
government, implemented and ex-
tended Tory education cuts, and
slandered the jailed Shrewsbury
pickets and the Clay Cross Council-
lors, could do anything but streng-
then the labour movement.

Corruption

The Labour MPs attacking the
Newham party members are the
same people who were silent when
Alderman Andrew Cunningham, a
member of the Labour Party Nation-
al Executive Committee and a full
time official with the General &
Municipal Workers Union, was being
jailed for his part in the Poulson cor-
ruption case. Nor did they lift a fin-
ger to defend Eddie Milne, then Lab-
our MP for Blyth, when he was sack-
ed by his constituency party for dem-
anding an enquiry into corruption
throughout the North East Labour
Party. But then Milne was a ‘left’,
fighting for democracy in the work-
ers” movement, not making a fast
buck out of building fiddles.

While the right in the Labour Par-

ty 1s on the offensive, spearheaded
by the Social Democratic Alliance
and backed by every section of the
capitalist press, the ‘lefts’ - who in-
clude East London MPs lan Mikardo
and Jo Richardson — havé said noth-
ing in support of the members of
Newham North East Labour Party
who are trying to establish a basic
working class principle- that their
elected representatives should be
responsible to and recallable by
them. Nor have they campaigned to
defend Arthur Scargill, who stands
to be censured for a breach of.‘parl-
iamentary privilege’ for demanding
that Labour MPs who wish to be
sponsored by the miners should tol-
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FURY OVER
MPs’ PAY -

PACE MINI

Daily Mail exclusive on the battle for a Minister’s seat

EXPOSED-

THE MAN

o ey

PRENTICE PLOT

By ANDREW WODDLEY aed FRARK THOMPSON The wife and children Tony

A DAILY MAIL special investigation has uncovered Kelly left eight years ago

lly guarded backy Belly,

Tony Kelly, a Labour Party official in the Newham North-East constituency, has
been the focal point of the press smear campaign to save Prentice. His personal life
has been dragged through the gutter, and minor criminal offences committed years
ago — such as stealing a road lamp and possessing cannabis — have become headline
news.

Not once have the members of Newham North-East Labour Party who want to
drop Prentice been allowed to explain their political reasons for wanting to do so.

If anyone has been the victim of a witth-hunt in ‘the Prentice affair’ it is these
people. They have been accused of being a tiny handful of unrepresentative people,
despite the fact that any successful motion to sack Prentice would have to be sup-
ported by a majority of delegates to the General Management Committee represent-
ing 20 separate wards, trade unions and affiliated bodies.

Mot so the capitalist press. Three corporations own 64 per cent of all national
daily newspapers and 94 per cent of popular daily circulation. The Daily Mail,
which has spearheaded the campaign against Kelly, has suddenly developed a touch-
ing interest in the welfare of the Labour Party. This rag, which preaches doom and
destruction for the workers’ movement if Prentice goes, has a memorable record: in
the past it has supported Mosley, Mussolini and Adolf Hitler, while more recently it
slandered the Shrewsbury Two while they were in jail and unable to reply to such
attacks.

Militants in the labour movemei:t will reply by giving their wholel:earted support

LONDON ¢

GURSE ON
SOGIETY’

LY 17 197

The man behind the Prentice storm

KELLY ‘A &%

TOWT KELLY

low miners’ policy, i.e. for challen-
ging the right of MPs to do just what
they like once they reach Westmin-
ster.

These incidents are not isolated.
At a time of growing economic and
political crisis the demand by the
rank and file of the working class
organisations that their leaders rep-
resent their interests and be account-
able to them will increase. Such
moves; while not turning these
organisations into weapons to
achieve socialism, could seriously
undermine their usefulness to the
capitalist class as a means by which
to contain the class struggle. This is
why the Prentice case and Scargill's
comments have aroused such fear
and such a hysterical reaction in
capitalist circles.

Dissolved

Along with the supporters of the
Social Democratic Alliance, they
would dearly like to see a return to
the days when the Natinnal Execu-
tive would simply have closed down
a Constituency Labour Party if a
vote of no confidence was passed
in a MP. When the General Manage-
ment Committee of the Liverpool
Exchange CLP passed a vote of no
confidence in Bessie Braddock, the
GMC was promptly dissolved and a
more amenable one found. No
doubt this is the sort of democracy
the Social Democratic Alliance and
the capitalist class support. But the
‘lefts’ have totally failed to challenge
this by publicly supporting the New-
ham North East Labour Party and
Arthur Scargill's comments.

Mass action

The moves to ditch Prentice des-
erve the support of all socialists, in-
side and outside the Labour Party.
But the only effective way of deal-
ing with the right wing leadership
of the Labour Party is to organise
mass united action against Wilson's
capitalist policies and, as a first step,
against the Healey austerity measures.
It is only by fighting for an alterna-
tive workers’ plan to beat the crisis
that the Wilsons, the Prentices, and
their equivalents in the trade unions
will be ousted for good from the

social democracy __ 3

INFROICUS

Uniting the left
against Wilson

The Common Market referendum, the subsequent Govern-
ment reshuffle, and now the Healey measures clearly con-
stitute a decisive turning point in the history of the Labour
Government.

It is true that from its first days in office the Government has def-
ended the basic interests of capitalism, taking a series of openly reac-
tionary actions (refusal to release the Shrewsbury pickets, use of troops
in Glasgow, etc.). But equally it cannot be denied that the economic
situation of the working class has been better than under the Tories,
despite the existence of the Social Contract. Working class living stan-
dards rose by an average 4 to 5 per cent between June and December
last year, for instance, while the early freeze on rents together with
some food subsidies undoubtedly aided the lowest paid.

In this first period of Government the Labour bureaucrats, scared by
the display of working class strength which had brought about the down-
fall of Heath, did not dare risk any centralised confrontation. Instead
they prepared the way by concentrating on what they saw as the weak-
est links of working class resistance — issues such as the conspiracy laws,
abortion, and Ireland.

The depth of the economic crisis would not allow the Labour Govern-
ment to continue with this ‘salami’ tactic for any length of time, how-
ever. No major attack could be launched before the EEC referendum —
membership of the Common Market was vital for the capitalist class,
and any action which might have jeopardised a ‘Yes’ vote was out of the
question. But as soon as the referendum was successfully out of the
way, the Government was able to unleash its offensive against the work-
ing class. The Healey measures are a first instalment, to be followed by
massive cuts in public expenditure and a huge growth in unemployment
as the year draws to a close.

‘lefts’ fail again

The response of the ‘left’ Labour and trade union bureaucracy to this
attack has been utterly pathetic. Once again it has been shown that no
section of the labour bureaucracy can be relied upon to put up a serious
fight in defence of the interests of the working class. Illusions in figures
like Scargill as qualitatively different to other left social democrats have
received a shattering blow.

Aithough quite radicat left noises have been heard, every single section
of the left bureaucracy from Benn through the Tribunites to Scargill has
capitulated when it came to the crunch. It is this open crisis of leader-
ship which has inevitably produced a certain demoralisation and disor-
ientation withinthe working class in response to the Healey measures.

Yet despite this.setback it would be incorrect to compare the present
situation to 1966, when it took three years for mass working class resis-
tance to get going following the infamous ‘July measures .

The whole international-vontext — with powerful working class up-
surges in Portugal, Spain, Italy and elsewhere — is now far more favour-
able. The economic and social crisis has developed much further. Most
importantly, the working class has been through the most massive strug-
gles since the 1920s without suffering any defeat on the scale of 1926
or 1931, All this means that the inevitable lull in mass struggles must
be measured in months and not years, while on many other fronts on
which the fight is being waged against the Wilson Government (ca:_npaigns
on Portugal, abortion, Ireland, etc.) there is unlikely to be any serious
downturn at all.

Furthermore, flowing from these other aspects of the situation, the
forces which today stand clearly opposed to Wilson and his policies are
guatitatively suunger than they were 1n 19oo. Then the revolutionary .
left was a few hundred people; today just the members of the Trotskyist
organisations number 6-7,000, while those they influence must be coun-
ted in tens of thousands. In 1966 only one major union opposed Wil-
son’s measures; today as many as three million votes may be cast against
incomes policy at the TUC Congress.

programme

What is still lacking, though, is any co-ordination of all these forces
around common demands, common objectives, and common forms of
organisation. It is the lack of united action on a basic programme for
the situation which is the decisive weakness holding back the left in its
struggle against Wilson.

We believe that to achieve this will require three decisive steps:

— on the question of programue, any set of demands must include the
following: a sliding scale of wages, hours, and public expenditure; the
nationalisation of all firms creating redundancy; opposition to any
form of incomes policy; immediate withdrawal of troops from Ire-
land; free abortion and contraception on demand; solidarity with the
Iberian revolution; and many more.

— on objectives, we believe that as the first step to the construction of
a revolutionary party, the task must be to replace the existing leader-
ship of the working class at every level — from the trade union bran-
ches to the Wilson leadership of the Labour Party — with forces clear-
ly opposed to the Healey measures and all other aspects of Wilson’s
policies.

— at the level of organisation, what is required is a united front within
the mass organisations of the working class of all those prepared to
struggle against Wilson’s policies. The touchstone for such a united
front must be the Healey measures — all working class forces opposed
to them have their place in such a united front despite any incorrect
positions they may have on other questions; while those who support
the Healey measures should be excluded.

Such a united front, while having its main base in the trade unions,
must pull in every working class organisation from Constituency Labour
Parties through campaign organisations such as TOM and NAC up to every
trade union body. Its aim must be to fight for the decisive points of the
programme and for the removal of the Wilson leadership.

It is to the construction of such a united front, centralising all the ex-
isting campaigns and struggles of the working class, that socialists must
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IWC- A FALTERING STEP

The Institute for Workers Control Conference held last weekend
in Sheffield took a number of steps forward. It took, virtually
for the first time in its history, a resolution on a burning issue
of the day — the Healey measures; it clearly projected at least
some future action — a series of industry meetings and notably
a reconvened winter conference; it took some correct positions
on the struggle in Portugal; and the conference was a model of
workers’ democracy in allowing all viewpoints a clear opportun-

ity to be expressed.

But the weak aspects of the confer-
ence were also very clear — the vagueness
of the resolution adopted, the failure to
extend the range of issues the Institute
deals with, the lack of clear enough
organisational projections, the ambig-
uous attitude to the left labour bureauc-
racy. All these stem from the very nature
of the political strategy proposed by the

 STRATEGY

The strategy of the IWC is clearly to

build a united front which extends from

the highest levels of the left bureaucracy
notably Benn — through to the Com-
munist Party and the revolutionary

groups. That is not in itself an ignoble

ambition. If the left bureaucrats were,

despite their reformism, opposed to the

Government’s policies on central ques-
tions of the day, then the création of
such a united front would be a perfectly .
correct thing to seek.

In the case of some of the ‘lefts’
Audrey Wise, Ernie Roberts, Bill Jones,
etc — there is no doubt that they do
oppose the most central Government
policy of the day — the Healey measures.
No matter what the limited nature of
their proposals for action against the
measures, it is perfectly correct — indeed
absolutely necessary — to engage in
united action with these forces. But the
problem comes when an attempt is made
to create that unity across the crucial
dividing line of the day.

Where this showed up most clearly
was in the attitude of the conference
towards Benn and towards the Labour
Party Manifesto.

INCONGRUITY

In the case of Benn there was a com-
plete incongruity. On the one hand the
conference-passed a resolution condem-
ning the Healey measures. Yet it heard
as the main speaker a member of the
Government imposing these measures.

The same thing occurred over the
Labour Party Manifesto. The conference
voted that the Manifesto — not even
parts of it, but the whole thing - should
be the basis for any campaign against
the Healey measures. The IWC, of
course, may consider that the heart of
the Manifesto is the ‘fundamental and
irreversible shift in the balance of wealth
and power’ of which it talks. In the real
world, however — and even apart from

by Alan Jones

e
its totally reactionary positions on ques-
tions such as Ireland — the guts of the
Manifesto was the very Social Contract
against which whole sections of militant
workers voted and struggled, and which
provided the ideological lead-in for the
present incomes policy. A campaign

on certain points of the Manifesto is one
thing — although hardly an adequate
basis for struggles — but to endorse the
whole thing including the Social Con-
tract is absurd.

These contradictions actually leave
the IWC paralysed. It is very much like
the situation in 1970, when the Institute
got 1,000 delegates to its winter confer-
ence. But then it refused, because of
its links at that time with Jones and
Scanlon, to take a clear position’in fav-
our of the political strike called on 8
December against the Industrial Rela-
tions Bill. The result was that instead
of the IWC growing rapidly as a central
focus for struggle against the Bill it rap-
idly lost support. It has never since had
a conference on the same scale as 1970.

CROSSROADS

Now, five years later, the IWC stands
at a similar crossroads. It could play a
massive role as one of the central organ-
isers of united action against the policies
of the Wilson Government. This would
not mean a break with the left MPs and
trade.union bureaucrats who clearly
oppose measures such as the present in-
comes policy — indeed these forces
should be included in united action. But
such a policy does mean breaking with
anyone not prepared to oppose Wilson
and his policies openly. If the IWC is
not prepared to make that break it will
both act against the interests. of the
working class and shrivel into an even
smaller group bypassed by wider develop-
ments.

What then, should be the attitude of
revolutionary socialists to the IWC? For
the moment there is a convergence of
interest — for how long, only time will
tell - between the needs of the working
class, the needs of the revolutionary left,
and the strategy of the IWC. What is
needed is a united front of all those
who are opposed to the Healey meas-

WHAT

CUTBACKS IN THE NHS and how to fight them—

meeting to discuss the situation in the Westminster
area and thrash out eampaign to defend NHS and
fight private practice. Thurs 24 July, 7pm, 5t
George's Hospital (large lecture theatre, medical
school), Hyde Park Corner, Speakers include Jamie
Morris (Westminster Hospital NUPE), Steve John-
son (NALGO health services officer) and Berry
Beaumont {MCAPP/NAC).

FOR CHEAP reliable |BM typesetting with fast

turn-around phone Carl or Martin on 01-837 9987.

BENGALI FRIENDS in Europe and elsewhere, for

Bengali books and ‘Srani-Dal-Biplab’ (Fourth Inter-
national paper) contact: Bengali, c/o International-

en, Box 3274, 10366 Stockholm, Sweden,

PICKET RHODESIA HOUSE: in support of politi-
cal prisoners facing trial and death penalty. Friday

8 August, 12—2pm (opposite Charing X station in

the Strand). Organised by AAM.

‘NO TO WAGE-CUT PLANS': Birmingham IMG
public meeting, Tues 12 August, 7.30pm in Dig-
beth Civic Hall { Lecture Room 1). Speaker: Tony
Homer (Sec. Oxford CSEU—in personal capacityl.

WOMEN AND IRELAND: Conference called by
Bristol TOM. Speakers include Anne Speed {Irish
T&G shop steward), Fran Brodie (NUPE shop stew-
ard, Manchester), Maria O'Brien (NUPE shop stew-
ard, Bristol) and woman from Clann na hEireann,
Sat 26 July at Friends Meeting House, Hampton
Rd, Redland, Bristol. Registration 9.30am, confer-
ence from 10am—6pm. Creche provided, and meals
available. Entrance 50p.

BROADSIDE MOBILE WORKERS THEATRE
need versatile actor, and efficient, dynamic admini-
strator. Committed socialists only. Administrator
must have experience of the labour movement.
Phone 01-730 5396, or write to 58 Holbein House,
Holbein Place, London SW1W 8NJ,

SOCIALIST FORUMS on Tuesdays at the Metro-
politan Pub, 95 Farringdon Road, at 7.30pm.
29 July: ‘The Incomes Policy—Wilson’s Drive to

SPANISH COMMUNIST PARTY. Public meeting,
26 July at 7.30pm, Central Hall, Westminster (tube

Waestminsterl Speakers: Carrillo, general-secretary
Spanish CP; a member of the EC of the British CP.

REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST GROUP Day-
school on ‘Chauvinism, Economism and the Curr-
ent Crisis’. Saturday 2 Aug, 10am—6pm, The Enter-
prise Pub (Chalk Farm tube). Sessions on Fascism,
Women and Ireland. For information on speakers
and suggested reading write to David Yaffe, 78
Parkhill Road, NW3 2YT.

NEW WORKERS FIGHT PAMPHLET — For A
Rank And File Movement — articles include "‘Why
a Rank and File Movement', ‘A Programme for the
Rank and File’, and 'Lessons we have to learn’.
Awvailable from C. Whytehead, 2 Saville Place,
Bristol 8. Price 10p + 5p p&p.

BRITISH WITHDRAWAL From Northern Ireland
Campaign: meeting Fri 25 July, 8pm, at 6 End-
sieigh 5t, WC1 to discuss action around trials.

‘THE SPECTRE'—monthly paper of the Revalu-
tionary Marxist Current. First issue now available
from Red Books (Liverpool), 81a Renshaw S5t.,
Liverpool 1. Send 10p for one copy. Annual sub
£1.50.

CARDIFF PUBLIC MEETING: ‘No to any incomes
policy’. Thurs 24 July, 7.30pm, Adamsdown Hotel,
Meteor St. Speaker: Tim Hall (IMG Nat Org).

DISCUSSION MEETING around IMG pamphlet on
Housing, Squatting and the Urban Crisis. Introduced
by Jeff Lever INALGO) and Piers Corbyn. Roebuck
pub, 108 Tottenham Court Rd (Warren St tubel.
Friday 28 July, 7.20pm.

FREE DESMOND TROTTER Campaign; Picket
Fri 25 July, 4.30—6pm, outside Foreign Office.

CAMPAIGN FOR REPEAL of the 1971 Immigra-
tion Act: all groups and individuals who agree with
aim of mobilising a mass movement around this
question are invited to attend the Campaign’s next
meeting—Fri 25 July, 7.30pm at the Basement Flat,
101 Gower Street, WC1. Meetings every Friday.
Eirthar infrarmation fram:* Franro Canvinog Sacre-
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Ken Coates addresses the Conference

ures and other central policies of this
Government. In this the interests of the
IWC — which starts off from the bureau-
cracy and extends down towards the

left — coincide with the interests of the
revolutionary socialists — who start with
the needs of the working class, but are
not frightened of united action with sec-
tions of the bureaucracy if this takes for-
ward the class struggle.

Whether such united action can go
on for any long period of time of course
depends on the developing situation in
the class struggle — and within the Lab-
our Party, in particular. If the IWC refus-
es to break with thos= who remain on
the wrong side of the fence on questions
such as the Healey measures, then any
collaboration between the main forces
of the revolutionary left and the IWC
will break down..

On the other hand, if the IWC breaks
with those who refuse to oppost Wilson

openly, or if Benn & Co. are forced by
the pressure of their base into at least
vacillating opposition to Wilson, then
the IWC — along with organisations such
as the Chile Solidarity Campaign, the
Troops Out Movement, the Medical
Cosanittee against Private Practice, the
National Abortion Campaign, and the
movement in solidarity with the Portu-
guese revolution — can be one of the
channels through which the revolution-
ary left and the Labour left can both
debate their differences and engage in
united action.

TRAJECTORY

At the moment the trajectory of the
IWC in this phase of the class struggle is
still not clear or decided. The attitude
of revolutionary socialists to the IWC
should be one of attempting to ensure the
best outcome and should be one ot gen-
uinie collaboration with an aim not of

short term manoeuvres but of thrashing
out a basis for joint activity.

In this context two tasks are posed.
Firstly to ensure that the IWC keeps to
its call for industry conferences — and
above all for a reconvened winter con-
ference — and to build those conferences
in a big way. Secondly, to engage in a
debate between the revolutionary left
and the forces in and around the Instit-
ute on the basis on which united action
can go forward — something which will
permit a better debate than the some-
times scrappy ones at this conference.

If these two steps are taken, and pro-
vided revolutionary socialists are pre-
pared to break with the forces in the
IWC if and when they cross over the
crucial dividing lines of the moment,
then a genuine and not sectarian unity
in action can be achieved, and the IWC
can become a means by which the revol-
utionary left and the Labour left can en-
gage in a struggle for common objectives.

HOMELESS
UNDER
ATTACK

GLC Under Sheriff, Alastair Black, who claims that there are

few genuine homeless people today !

Tony Kelly from Newham isn’t the only militant suffering a witch-hunt at
the hands of the capitalist press. In recent weeks a carefully co-ordinated
attack on squatters and the right to protest and occupy by students, ten-
ants and trade unionists has also got underway. Strangely synchronised
letters in The Times from politicians, civil servants and private individuals
have been carefully orchestrated through the mass media and the gutter

press into a vicious attack on squatters.

The squatters’ movement has
grown as a result of thousands of
people, particularly in London, tak-
ing over property left empty either
for speculation or to fall into neg-
lect. The attack on squatting has
seized on the actions of a tiny num-
ber of people — conveniently termed
squatters — who have allegedly tak-
en over lived in houses. Al most
they number less than one tenth of
one per cent of all squatters. Yet
although it would be possible for
the owners to take legal action here,
they have instead been used as an
excuse for attacking all squatters
and more.

The Greater London Council and
local councils are using the witch-
hunt to blame squatters for the
housing crisis and cover up the even
more savage housing cuts which will
come in the wake of the Healey
measures. They are preparing the
way for mass evictions and changes

to justify the use of bands of un-
iformed thugs — ‘security forces’ —
as an illegal eviction force to attack
the homeless.

Islington Council, presumably
working with the GLC dirty tricks
department through the London
Boroughs Association, now plans
to force the electricity and gas
boards to cut off supplies to squat-
ters in council property. No doubt
the GLC will soon be taking meas-
ures to stop squatters from even
buying food.

CONFIDENTIAL

The true facts about squatting
are in fact revealed in a survey car-
ried out by Lambeth Council and
revealed in a confidential report
to the Housing Committee (No.
H.C. 108/74-75). It reveals (para-
graphs 1.2 and 1.4) that over 60

per cent of squatted dwellings in Lam-

beth are occupied by families. Two
thirds of the squatters came from

It is not squatters — the homeless
who take action — who cause the
housing crisis. It is caused by spec-
ulators, councils and the Govern-
ment.

The solution is to fight for pol-
icies which defend the right of
housing for all:-

— Stop the cuts in housing. Start
inflation-proof social spending
- including housing, with auto-
matic increases for every mse in
the cost-of-living-index,
— Immediate requisitioning of all
empty property for the homeless.

" — A crash programme of Govern-

ment financed repairs and build-
ing. Use up the brick mountain
and land bank!

Stop the Criminal Trespass Law
proposals, and instead give squat-
ters legal protection against all
harassment and make owners
prove need for usage of property
before getting a possession order.
Nationalisation of building indus-
try without loss of jobs. End un-
employment in the building in-
dustry.

— End interest payments on money
borrowed for housing programmes
(at present 90 per cent of GLC
rents go straight to the City as in-
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All across Portugal, reactionaries are rallying behind the
banner of ‘democracy’, and their howls are being taken
up by the press and capitalist politicians of the imperial-
ist world. But the ‘democracy’ which the Portuguese re-
actionaries and their current spokesmen, the leaders of
the Portuguese Socialist Party, want is capitalist democ-
racy — based on the unfettered freedom of capital and
the continued exploitation of the working class.

It is no wonder that among the foremost sponsors in
Britain of the Socialist Party’s defence of ‘democracy’
are the Daily Mail, erstwhile supporter of the ‘democ-
racy’ of Mussolini; the Daily Telegraph, whose idea of
‘freedom’ is embodied in the Chile of Pinochet; and the
Daily Express, which wrote last Friday (18 July) that

L b e - ,3; 5 N 3

RU

R

Portugal today is the scene of massive political mobilisations as hundreds of
thousands of people come out onto the streets, either to demonstrate their deter-
mination to push forward the socialist revolution, or to demand tie preservation

of capitalism under hypocritical and phony slogans about ‘democracy’.

The Socialist Party of Mario Soares has be-
come the banner under which all sorts of reac-
tionaries, many heavily compromised by their
involvement with the fascist regime, have
come together to try to confuse and divide
the mass of exploited Portuguese people and
regain their political influence. While the
Socialist Party leaders are undoubtedly sup-
ported by many confused workers from small
towns and more backward industries, as well
as poor peasants influenced by the Catholic
Church, it would seem that the bulk of the
forces rallying behind their banner have little
to do with the workers’ movement. This is
suggested by the following facts:

elections the SP received almost 600,000
votes in Lisbon, and another 250,000 in the
surrounding region. Yet this demonstration
gathered only 15,000 — a pathetic turnout by
Portuguese standards (the demonstration cal-
led the previous day by the workers' organisa-
tions had been more than 100,000 strong).

3 The political complexion of this dem-
onstration was so reactionary that it embarras-
sed the SP leaders. The first SP speaker was
booed by the crowd because he was too ‘mod-
erate’. When Soares mentioned the name of
General Saraiva de Carvalho (commander of
the security forces and leading figure of the
‘left’ in the Armed Forces Movement) the
crowd took up the chauvinist chant ‘He is not
Portuguese’ (referring to the fact that Saraiva
de Carvalho was born in Mozambique), and
Soares felt obliged to interrupt his speech and
defend Saraiva de Carvalho!

1 At no time in its reactionary campaign
— either over the newspaper Republica or its
resignation from the Government — has the
Socialist Party received support from a single
important body of the workers’ movement.
Not a single trade union, local assembly, or
major group of workers has backed the SP.
On the contrary, many of these groups have
been the most determined opponents of the
SP leaders (despite the fact that they include
many rank-and-file SP members) and have
gone well to the left of the Communist Party
in their political demands.

When a Socialist Party official appeared
from the town of Rio Maior, where right wing
demonstrators had burnt down the headquar-
ters of the Communist Party the previous day,
the crowd (obviously heavily infiltrated by
provocateurs) shouted ‘He knows what to do’
and ‘On to Republica’. The Socialist Party’s
stewards had to physically restrain their ‘sup-

2 Immediately after it left the Govern- porters’ from marching on the Republica buil-

J ment the Socialist Party called a demonstra- ding and trying to repeat the Rio Maior sack-

GA

‘NATO, a military alliance based on the principle “at-
tack one, attack us all”’, should rescue a people who are
being attacked from within’.

What is frightening these reactionary,circles is the
threat to capitalism posed by a new sort of democracy
that is being born in Portugal today: workers” democ-
racy, the creation of democratic bodies of workers’
power. In the following pages we look at these develop-
ments, what they imply, and how the imperialists and
their agents are attempting to frustrate them. We also
look on page 8 at the growing crisis in the Portuguese
colony of Angola, and the dangers here too of open

imperialist intervention.

4 Last weekend the Socialist Party and
their allies the Popular Democrats were able
to hold mass déemonstrations in Lisbon and
the northern city of Porto — but only by
shipping in large numbers of people from the
bastions of reaction in the northern rural
areas.

Within days of the resignation of the Social-
ist Party ministers from the Government and
the launching of their campaign to mobilise
reactionary forces in the country, their pol-
itical backers in the imperialist countries mowv-
ed into action to back them up.

COMMON MARKET
INTERVENTION

Two days after the Socialists left the
Government the Common Market decided to
reimpose customs duties on the import of
Portuguese textiles to EEC countries. This
was supposedly due to the severe competition
British textile manufactures are facing from
Portugal, but imports from Portugal account
for only 10 per cent of Britain’s total textile
imports, and no other country is covered by
this decision.

The Portuguese textile industry is domin-
ated by American and European multi-nation-
als who chose to take advantage of the cheap
labour available under fascism to produce for
the world market. The Portuguese textile in-
dustry is thus very dependent on exports, and
these new EEC measures are expected to have
a devastating effect: they could lead to closure
of 50 per cent of the country’s textile factor-
ies.

Five davs after the departure of the SP
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met to discuss aid to Portugal. For months
they have been holding out tantalising prom-
ises of aid if the Portuguese Government
would show respect for imperialist interests.
But the departure of Soares gave cause for
concern that the growing struggles of the Por-
tuguese working class might actually drag the
country out of the imperialist orbit. So no
aid was forthcoming — and Harold Wilson and
James Callaghan left the conference uttering
ominous threats about ‘a catastrophic course
of economic isolation’ facing Portugal if it
didn’t come to heel.

The effect of measures such as these will
be to worsen the already serious economic
crisis hitting the Portuguese economy as a res-
ult of sabotage by national and international
capital. It will create just the right climate
for Soares and the Socialist Party to push
their ‘solution’ of dependence on impenialist
aid and investment, and the granting of what-
ever ‘assurances’ are necessary to get it.

BUILD SOLIDARITY
MOVEMENT

But it will also create the perfect climate
for far meee reactionary forces than Soares &
Co. to crawl out of the woodwork and start
mobilising large numbers of people and build-
ing up their support inside the army. Soares,
Wilson and Callaghan are all working hard to
prepare another "Chile’ for the Portuguese
people. It is the task of the international lab-
our movement, through the preparation of a
massive solidarity movement, to ensure that
the only graves these people are allowed to
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The situation in Portugal is characterised by an
open struggle against the various aspects of cap-
italism. Against the power that capital holds
over the means of production, against its ideol-
ogy which through schools, the mass media
and even the political parties imposes forms of
thinking and living which are alien to the work-
ing class. In these fields, important victories
have already been won, which were by no
means an automatic outcome of 25 April 1974.
They were won through struggle, and have led,
for example, to nationalisations, the beginnings
of agrarian reform, and freedom from manipul.
ation through schools and above-all through
the press and radio.

The struggle of the workers of the newspap-
er Republica is a clear example of this. The
fact that a party which has clearly not been de-
fending the interests of the workers wanted to
control the paper to express exclusively its
own positions shows the importance of the
struggle in this field. The fact that workers
were not prepared to give in, but on the con-
trary were prepared to fight against reactionary
manoeuvres, was clearly demonstrated again by
the workers of the Catholic-owned radio station
Radio Renascenca who, with the support of the
organised working class, fought off all attempts
by the Church to impose its control.

Decisive moments

We are now 1n my country living through
decisive moments for the future of the revol-
utionary process. We are living through a time
when, on the surface, there is a certain disorien-
tation. The Government is the first to recognise
its inability to govern. The Constituent Assem-
bly has become the place where the forces of
tascism (CDS) and the social democracv (PPD
and PS) publicise their intentions of stopping
the revolutionary process. The inter-party
struggle has become heightened. There exist
in Portugal revolutionary parties, counter-revol-
utionary parties, and parties which hesitate
between the two.

The only organs which in this situation
have shown the capacity of uniting and advan-
cing the progressive forces are the organisations
which the workers themselves have built up
through all these months of struggle: they are
the workers’ committees, the neighbourhood
committees, and the village councils. This is
why popular power must be strengthened, in
order to be able to give a political response
to the economic crisis which the country is
now going through, in order to put the econ-
omy at the service of the working people.

The struggle for power has been most advan-
ced at the point of production. The working
class have gained victories at this level which
have forced the bosses to retreat. Workers’
committees have taken the lead in these strug-
gles. More recently they have begun to take
up issues like control over production in cases
such as the nationalisation of banks, insurance

! companies, shipping and airlines, railways,

Photo: AN DREW WIARD (Repon_‘tl

Workers’ control -
springboard
to workers’ power

Extracts from the speech of Marcolino Abrantes, Vice-President of the Portuguese Textile Union,
at the Institute of Workers’ Control Conference. The speech is reprinted with his permission.

power stations, oil refineries, steel industries,

the CUF monopoly, petrochemicals, metal in-
dustry and the partial taking over of bigagricul-
tural estates. Working class pressure fopced the Sup
reme Council of the Revolution to nationalise
these sectors, raising the issue of workers con+
trol as a decisive step towards the advance of
socialism.

Only the establishment, within a global per-
spective, of workers’ power in every place of
work can turn the nationalisations into an at-
tack on profit, on the capitalised division of
labour, on the reactionary discipline of the bos-
ses on the one hand, and into a process of
transformation of the Portuguese economy on
the other, so that it will satisfy the fundamen-
tal needs of the workers.

MARCOLINO ABRANTES
Workers’ control over production in the

nationalised and private companies goes bey-

ond the purely economic struggle. It poses

clearly the question of power, not only in the

factory, but within the general economic con-

text. It means to veto and to control manage-
ment decisions and policies which oppose the
interests of the workers, and of the revolution-
ary process, and to impose decisions and pol-
icies which will help them to go forward when

faced with a management and a state economic
policy which continues to be essentially capit-

alist,

Workers’ control is the springboard for

workers’ and people’s power. It points the way
towards a working class offensive which is the
only way of making the capitalists pay for a
crisis that they themsclves have created.

Power of capital

Workers’ control has to be based on bodies
which challenge the power of capital, and these

bodies have to be strengthened and extended
to all factories and branches of industry. Such
bodies of working class struggle and power are
provided by the Workers” Committees. They

are the basis of workers’ control. Born out of

the needs of the economic struggle, and deriv-
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ing many characteristics from trade union organ-

isation, many workers’ committees have gone
g |

because of the depth of the economic crisis,
have operated at a level at which the problem
of power has been clearly posed.

I'he struggles against economic sabotage,
against the refusal to pay wages, for the purging
of fascists from the administration, have all
reached the proportions, and taken on the
forms (such as.factory occupations), in which

the power of the capitalists has been effectively |

fought.

From the north to the south of Portugal,
the struggle of textile workers has decisively
contributed to this. For example, when the
French bosses of SOGANTAL tied to get into
the factory and remove the machinery and fin-
ished goods, the workers reactea by locking
them inside.

Bounced cheques

Likewise in the CHARMINHA factory —
where the Austrian boss tried to pay the wages
with cheques that bounced and then fled the
country — workers occupied the factory immed
iately and began to sell the products in order
to guarantee their wages.

This was also the case when the textile work-
ers came out onto the streets in a huge demon-
stration demanding revolutionary measures
which would deal with the sabotage by reac-
tionary bosses, who were doing all they could
to close their factories, run away with the
machinery and sabotage the economy.

Workers’ Committees, with their real exper-
ience of struggle, democratically elected, and
working in cooperation with the trade union
committees are the ground on which workers’
control must be based.

National level

It is not enough to ensure working class
dominance through the workers’ organisations
at factory level in order to guarantee control
over production in the nationalised industries.
What is at stake is the whole economy and this
requires the creation of organs of control at
sectional, regional and national levels.

As workers’ control over production is a
step towards people’s power, workers’ control
has to be based on workers’ democracy — that
is, on elections of all representatives, on direct
democracy, and on the mass meetings. The
narrow anti-monopolism which considers
nationalisations as an end in themselves will be
superseded by the principled anti-capitalism
which knows that to nationalise the key sectors
of the economy is not enough; above all it is
necessary to introduce qualitative changes in
the relations of work and of production in the
nationalised industries.

Shortcomings

Workers' control over production must be
seen as a basis for overcoming the present shorl
comings of the workers’ organisations. It will
also point towards the formation of workers’
councils which will be organs of popular power,
which will unite, within a given region, the
struggles of the industrial working class ana its
allies, namely other workers, soldiers and sail-
ors.

So, comrades, the struggle must move onto
the offensive, It must be an anti-capitalist and
not merely an anti-monaopolist struggle. In this
struggle the solidarity of the British and Euro-
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On 10 July the Lisbon newspaper Republica
appeared on the streets of Lisbon once again
— but this time under workers’ control.

Shut down since 19 May because of a bitter
row between the newspapers’ workers and its
editors — the latter being backed by the journ-
alistic staff, a majority of whom were mem-
bers of the Socialist Party — Republica became
the first rallying point for the reactionary cam-
paign launched by Socialist Party general secre-
tary Mario Soares.

But the workers were determined to make
Republica into a truly independent paper in
the service of the working class, rather than
the undercover organ of the Socialist Party
that it had become. Despite the capitulation
of the military Supreme Council of the Revolu-
tion to the Socialist Party’s demands, the work-
ers stood firm. On 9 July they announced that
they were ‘mot prepared to wait indefinitely’
for the Government to work out a solution,
and were going to publish the paper ‘under the
responsibility of the workers’.

Faced with this decisive action, the Govern-
ment reversed its position and named.a military
officer as director of the paper, thus allowing
it to be published legally. But the paper’s pro-
duction remained under the control of its
workforce.

Eagerly received

Since 10 July Republica has appeared regu-
larly, and has been eagerly received by the mil-
itant workers of Lisbon, who understand that
it is their own. 1'he new Repuhblica is a moael of
working class journalism, featuring prominent
and regular coverage of the major workers’
struggles, and open to different shades of opin-
ion inside the workers movement.

The absurdity of the slander that the
workers’ struggle was an attempted ‘Commun-
ist Party take-over’ is shown by the fact that
Republica runs a prominent column called
‘workers in struggle’ (at least a full page, and
often two, in every issue) at a time when the
Communist Party leadership has been opposing
strikes as ‘inopportune’ and placing all its em-
phasis on the ‘battle for production’.

While Republica is a politically committed
paper, it has not tried to hide uncomfortable
facts. In its issue of 16 July it carried a full
report of the Socialist Party demonstration of
the preceding day (at which a big section of
the crowd had tried to march on the Republica
building) under the headline ‘Ranks of the SP
say Yes to the Leadership’.

The publication of the workers” Republica
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and it will certainly prove its importance as an
arm of struggle in the coming months. Below
we print some excerpts from the ‘Manifesto of
the workers of Republica to all the workers,
poor and exploited of Portugal’ issued on 11
June:

‘We, workers of Republica, are aware that
we live in a society in which knowledge and
education are scarce, and which lacks, more-

d

over, a policy for the news media that, instea
of crippling the working class, exploited and
poor, gives them intellectual and economic

Socialist construction

‘We defend, in the presence of all Portuguese
workers, the idea that for the construction of
a truly socialist society the news media must
aim at the transformation of the working class
from an exploited and ruled class into a class
that rules through its own grass roots organis-
ations, more and more concious, responsible
and free.....

‘We declare to all Portuguese workers that
we are fighting in order that the working class
can control the power of the news media....We
declare that in the news media it is the workers
who must have the power to ensure that the
fruit of their labour — the paper — is applied
to ends that concern the transformation of .
man and life, and not the rows of politicians,
the privileges of corrupt minorities, or the ex-
hibitionism of political parties ....

“We are in solidarity with all the workers,
exploited and poor of Portugal who, in the fac-
tories, the fields, the fishing ports, the service
and transport industries, are fighting for a rev-
olution in the service of the workers and not
in the service of a few dozen power seekers or
other such traitors to the revolutionary

portugal dossier _ 7 _

POPULAR
ASSEMBLY
ADOPTS

CONSTITUTION

Two Sundays ago — on 13 July — saw an historic occasion for the Portuguese working class in
the town of Pontinha. For on this day the recently-formed Popular Assembly of Pontinha be-
came the first in the country to draw up and approve its constitution.

The Popular Assembly — a democratic body consisting of delegates from 15 workers’ commis-
sions, 24 residents’ committees, and the local army unit —met in the local barracks, which is occup-
ied by a unit that has broken with the hierarchy of the capitalist army and conducts its affairs
(including the election of representatives to the Assembly) through mass meetings.

According to the statutes adopted, the purpose of the Assembly is to: ‘Mobilise the popular
masses for the tasks of building socialism; constitute the basis of a new state in the service of
the workers; guarantee that the popular masses can take their destinies into their own hands;
control production, prices and rents; defend the revolutionary process from attacks by national
reaction and imperialism; and contribute to the constitution of a collective consciousness and a

popular culture.’

All decisions at the Assembly are taken by a show of hands after an open and democratic dis-
cussion. The Assembly is the sovereign body of the working class in the area, and its decisions

are binding on all the organisations that take part in its deliberations. At the next meeting of the
the Assemibly a Revolutionary Committee will be elected to act as its executive body.

As the Lisbon newspaper Republica, now published under workers’ control, said in its report
of the Pontinha Assembly: ‘It is this organisation which will allow the unity of all those forces

who are struggling against the dictatorship of capital. This and only this sort of organisation is
profoundly democratic and truly represents the workers. It guarantees that the exploited mas-
ses can themselves take matters into their hands, leading them forward in the struggle for their
liberation, and ensuring that this leads to socialism (the only free society, for it is run in all its
aspects by the workers), and not to new forms of capitalism and oppression.’

3 Workers
demand
military training

In the present conditions of reactionary prov-
ocations and sabotage, it is not surprising that
the Portuguese workers are asking for and ev-
en insisting on access to military training;

and that the soldiers, the NCOs, and also
some officers are agreeing to help out.

In one barracks on the outskirts of Lisbon,
more than a hundred people — members of
the workers’ and neighbourhood commissions
— could be seen training on Sunday. The pre-
vious week there had been posters stuck up
on the walls of the barracks, announcing that
the zonal popular militia would be training
then

‘It is necessary to impose a government that is
controlled by the workers and by trade union,
neighbourhood and factory assemblies . . .

In the struggle to forge, unite and generalise mass democratic organisations of working class power in Portugal a leading role has been played by
the International Communist League (LCI! — Portuguese sympathising organisation of the Fourth International). The following is a statement
issued by the LCI on 17 June, before the withdrawal of the Socialist Party from the Government, spelling out the tasks facing the workers”
movement. On the basis of these views the LCI has been able to reach a common agreement with several other organisations of the revolution-
ary left on a plan of united action to press forward with the construction of organs of workers power as the next step forward on the road to

the Portuguese socialist revolution.

The revolution will advance toward the power
of the workers and their representative organs
— councils of elected delegates in the factories,
neighbourhoods, and villages — only if the bas-
ic steps to beat reactionary resistance, put an
end to unemployment and poverty, and crush
reaction and its parties are taken right now.

We will advance down this road by struggling
for:

* the generalisation and unification of all
the popular vigilance committees linked to
armed self-defence pickets in the unions and
factories and directed by local coordinating
bodies of workers” and tenants’ commissions.

* the immediate convocation of zonal assem-
blies centralising and pressing forward the cre-
ation of delegates councils in all factories, im-
pelling forward the strengthening of workers’
commissions charged with exerting workers
control over the work pace, orders and stocks,
with holding general assemblies for control-
ling all administrative activities (as at CUF,
where the workers have demanded nationalisa-
tion), and finally, with proposing to the tenants’
commissions the setting of prices and control-
ling of prices of food, transport, and rent.

Agrarian reform

* the application of a radical agrarian reform
giving the produce of the land to those who till
it, unifying the common struggle of the work-
ers of the countryside and the cities against
capitalist exploitation, for the socialist revolu-
tion,

Those are the measures that must be ap-

workers have already taken imitiatives in this
direction. That is the road of struggle
against capitalist reaction and for socialism.

fn order to go forward, today more than ever
ever it is necessary to form a solid united front
of all the workers’ organisations. All workers,
all revolutionaries, all militants struggling for
socialism, those of the Communist Party, the
Socialist Party, and all the revolutionary organ-
isations, must unite in representative bodies of
workers against capital and reaction. To crush
the gangs of the PPD and the CDS, to prevent
new reactionary provocations, to defend the
workers and their struggles, to-defeat econom-
ic sabotage and imperialist pressure, it is not
enough simply to assert the will for unity. We
must participate massively in the workers’ and
tenants’ commissions, in the zonal assemblies,
in the village councils, in the popular vigilance
committees.

But in order for these measures to be extend-
ed throughout the country and be really
applied, it is necessary to impose a government to
break with the policy of class collaboration,
nationalise. .without compensation and under
workers’ control the big commercial, industrial,
and agricultural companies, establish a mon-
opoly of foreign trade and creates a single state
bank, disarm the reactionaries, dissolves cheir
organisations, and bans their activities, general-
ises workers’ control throughout the system of
production and exchange and throughout the
whole economy on the basis of a central plan,

rights of the workers and soldiers.

This government of workers’ organisations
must be controlled by the workers and by trade
union, neighbourhood, and factory assemblies
and must be responsible to the workers!
councils elected in the work places and neigh-
bourhoods.

This government will have to be based on
the workers, on their demands, decisions, and
permanent mobilisation. It will have to be bas-
ed on representative committees of soldiers,
sailors, and airmen that press the purge of fas-
cists to its conclusion, organise general assem-
blies within which all officers are elected, and
guarantee the right of propaganda and assem-
bly to all political and trade union currents

Workers’ commissions

From this point on, for the workers and
popular movement the present crisis repre-
sents much more than a government crisis. It
is thus urgent to elect workers' commissions or
delegates councils that can structure the work-
ers’ offensive, prepare the zonal assemblies,
organise self-defence, and coordinate the ten-
ants’ commissions with the assemblies and elec-
ied committees of soldiers and sailors.

It will be around these bodies that the work-
ers will have to gather in determined fashion in
order to:

* apply workers democracy, decide the fut-
ure, and choose representatives;

* prepare a real national workers assembly
uniting all the organisations of workers and
neasants whether in or out of uniform and
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The latest crisis in Angola has seen both the imperialist states and the neo-colonial African

regimes talking of the need for military intervention by United Nations troops in this oil rich
colony. Portugal’s Supreme Revolutionary Council has attempted to step up its intervention
by flying reinforcements to the 24,000 Portuguese soldiers already there — although some of

ANGOLA

by TONY HODGES

the ‘reinforcements’ have resisted leaving Portugal.

The Lisbon Government claims that its
troops are only there to ‘keep the peace’ be-
tween the three rival Angolan nationalist
movements — the People’s Movement for the
Liberation of Angola (MPLA), the National
Front for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA),
and the National Union for the Total Inde-
pendence of Angola (UNITA) — which have
been embroiled in a series of escalating mili-
tary conflicts since March, leaving several
thousands dead

TROOPS

Stating that the Portuguese troops were
pursuing a policy of ‘active neutrality’ in the
fighting, Foreign Minister Melo Antunes ex-
plained on 13 July that ‘active neutrality
means that they will not fold their arms and
iook on, but will actively intervene very vig-
orously to put the aggressors in their place.’

The attitude which is being taken by Ant-
unes and the Supreme Revolutionary Council
15 in clear contrast to the policy of a truly rev-
plutionary government, which would recog-
the Angolan people to immed-
iate, unconditional independence, and would
withdraw every Portuguese soldier from the
country. The real role of this continued mil-
itary presence in Angola is to prevent any
threat to imperialist inferests and hold back
the liberation struggle — a struggle which will
have repercussions throughout Southern Afri-
ca. A successful socialist struggle in Angola
would threaten imperialist domination of a
region where Portuguese, American, British,

. P

The latest issue of Qur Common Struggle, journal of
the Portuguese Workers Co-ordinating Committee,
has articles on Republica, textile workers’ struggles,
the political crisis in Portugal, NATO and the Azores,
Spain, local workers' struggles, and news of the Port- 4
uguese Solidarity Campaign. Available from Red
Books, 97 Caledonian Road, London N.1. Price
13p (including postage).

.

The Presidential College: | to r, Lopo do Nascimano (MPLA), Johnny Eduardo (FNLA), Jose N'Dele (U

German and French capitalists have massive
interests in Angolan oil, diamonds, iron, cof-
fee, cotton, sisal and other natural resources.

With oil output now hitting nine millioh
tons a year, mainly from Gulf’s oilfields in the
the enclave of Cabinda sandwiched between
Zaire and the Congo Peoples Republic, Angol--
an oil production is now the third largest in
Black Africa. The Portuguese troops remain-
ing in Angola are objectively maintaining the
defence of these imperialist holdings and pre-
venting the Angelan liberation struggle from
leading to socialist revolution. It is for this
reason, and in view of the unreliability of
Portuguese troops, that the African neo-col-
onial regimes are now discussing at the OAU
Conference their own ‘peacekeeping’ UN
force.

UNITED NATIONS

Instead of condemning this, Antunes warn-
ed too that he might call on the United Nations
to send troops to defend imperialist interests
m Angola — as they did in the Congo (now
Zaire) in the early sixties. He said that he was
prepared to resort to anything, including the
international organisations, to achieve peace,
and not only peace but an adequate political
platform’.

The ‘political platform’ Antunes has in
mind is the construction of a stable neo-colon-
ial government that the imperialist powers can
count on to defend their interests. This had
been the Portuguese Government’s aim in sign-
ing the Alvor Agreement last January with

-

NITA)

the MPLA, the FNLA and UNITA. This agree-
ment set up a cnalition ‘Transitional Govern-
ment’ to ‘guide’ Angola to independence later
this year on 11 November — the ten-month
transition period being intended to provide
time to construct a reliable pro-capitalist gov-
ernment and weld the three movements’ guer-
rilla armies into a unified bourgeois army.

The Portuguese Government signed the
agreement because it seemed to offer the best
chance of restoring political stability to the
crisis-wracked country. The African masses
were demanding national independence and
engaging in ever-more militant mass struggles;
strikes were breaking out in one industry after
another; peasants were seizing lands belonging
to foreign-owned plantations; and thousands
of workers had armed themselves in self-defen-
ce after facing vigilante attacks by right-wing
settlers. The Armed Forces Movement calcula-
ted that the best way of demobilising the mas-
ses would be to bring the_ﬂationalist move-

® Alexandre

ments, which had the loyalty and support of
the overwhelming majority of the population,
into the Government.

As a final guarantee, 24,000 Portuguese
troops were allowed to remain in Angola un-
der the agreement and the Portuguese High
Commissioner was empowered to take control
of the security forces in the event of an ‘em-
ergency’. The agreement stipulated that the
last Portuguese troops would not have to be
withdrawn until the end of February 1976,
nearly four months after independence.

None of the three nationalist movements

in Angola have socialist opjectives. 1he FiNLA |

which has received considerable backing from
the Government of Zaire (the second largest
recipient of US aid in Africa), is openly anti-
communist. The movement’s President, Hol-
den Roberto, who is brother-in-law of Presi-
dent Mobutu of Zaire, stated in February that
‘the population of Angola, which is Christian,
actively rejects Communism’.

UNITA too supports capitalist interests in
Angola. In a February interview, UNITA Pres:
ident, Jonas Savimbi declared that ‘we must
have free enterprise. If we took away the stim-
ulus of profit then we would have stagnation.’
UNITA supports detente with South Africa,
and has called on the Portuguese Government to
to send more troops to Angola.

NOT SOCIALIST

The MPLA has been widely described as a
‘Marxist® movement. But the MPLA too den-
ies that its goals are socialist or communist.
The movement’s president, Agostinho Neto,
announced in Lusaka, Zambia, on 20 April
that he wished to ‘make it clear that we appre-
ciate and recognise the assistance we receive
from all our friends including Russia, but do
not accept any form of foreign political or-
ientation’. The 28 February issue of the
Luanda publication Portuguese Africa report-
ed that two MPLA ministers, while visiting a
Luanda oil refinery, ‘stressed the role of pri-
vate initiative in Angola’s development’.

The MPLA leaders, like those of the
FNLA and UNITA, have opposed strikes and
supported a decree published by the Transi-
tional Government at the end of February
allowing the Government to ban strikes and
place workers under military control. All
three movements signed an agreement in
Nakuru, Kenya on 22 June, one of whose
clauses stated that ‘the Transitional Govern-
ment should take firm and effective measures
to prevent strikes or wage demands which
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Though the MPLA ministers in the Govern-
ment voted for the disarming of civilians and
for the outlawing of strikes, they were incap-
able of disciplining their own supporters to
accept these measures. MPLA leader Lopo do
do Nascimento found himself forced to speak
out in public support for the Mobilisation
Law on 9 April after thousands of MPLA sym-
pathisers had marched through Luanda against

SELF-DEFENCE

Lucio Lara, a member of the MPLA Cen-
tral Committee, explained the difficulty his
movement had in attempting to disarm work-
ers in Luanda: ‘Part of the population has
been armed, but that was done in July 1974
to resist aggression from reactionary whites.
These self-defence units have placed themsel-
ves since under the MPLA banner, but we do
\not control them. It is essential to under-
stand that we are not in a position to disarm
them’. It is on smashing this independent
working class activity, which must be defend-
ed against all attacks on it, that the impenal-
ists are concentrating their efforts. =

At the same time, the struggle between the
three nationalist leaderships — which has led
to four major waves of fighting since March
— has prevented the establishment of a stable
pro-capitalist government. The movements
have failed to fuse their armies into a unified
national army under the control of the Tran-
sitional Government, and only three weeks
after the 22 June Nakuru agreement (signed
by Neto, Roberto and Savimbi to salvage the
Alvor agreement and stop the fighting) hun-
dreds more were killed in fighting between
the MPLA and the FNLA.

SOLIDARITY

Under wnese conditions, the danger of UN
intervention or an escalation of Portuguese
military intervention is a very real one, using
a supposed breakdown of ‘law and order’ as
a pretext to put down the independent work-
ers' mobilisations and to defend capitalist in-
terests. The imperialists might also throw
their backing behind the Front for the Liber-
ation of the Enclave of Cabinda (FLEC) in a
bid to set up a breakaway government in the
oil-wealthy enclave. Socialists in Britain have
an internationalist duty to prevent continued
imperialist intervention in the affairs of the
Angolan people, to demand that Portugal’s
army leaves the country, and to oppose any

jeopardise the economic stability of the coun-
try’. The three movements also pledged them-
selves in the agreement to disarm the civilian
population.

The MPLA leadership, despite its anti-
imperialist sloganeering, has aided imperialism
by supporting the presence of Portuguese
troops. However, despite the statements of
the MPLA leaders, the base of support of the
MPLA is prepared to act beyond their declar-
ations.

RADICALISATION

The Alvor agreement failed to forge a
strong neo-colonial regime. The radicalisation
continued apace. Though the dockworkers
were placed under military control in accord
with the “Mobilisation Law’, they went back
on strike, winning big wage increases. On 9
April the Popular Neighbourhood Commis-
sions in Luanda organised a huge demonstra-
tion against the law. The Transitional Govern-
ment was also completely incapable of disarm-
ing the workers.

UN or escalated Portuguese intervention. [l

LW,
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JEAN—-PIERRE BEAUVAIS concludes
his eye-witness account of the situation
in Chile teday by looking at the MIR

(Movement of the Revolutionary Left).

‘The resistance will win! MIR’

This slogan, hastily painted, runs the length
of a boundary wall in the popular quarter of
San Miguel. It is early in the morning, but al-
ready a team of soldiers — under the mocking
gaze of numerous passers-by — are busy white-
washing the wall to cover up the ‘seditious’in-
scription.

Undoubtedly painted the previous night, just }
before the curfew, it can only have been up a
few hours. But the military seem to fear this
kind of wall painting: not only do they make
every effort to cover them up immediately, but
the orders to patrols are strict — open fire
without warning on anyone caught doing it.
Woe also to anyone who lives opposite a wall
carrying such an inscription: treated as equally
responsible because they did not see or turn in

the authors of this hideous crime, they risk pris- d

0n,.... Or even worse.

Few organisions have xperienced the kind of
repression which has been directed against the

__ fewer still have sumved

HYSTERIA

| known under Popular Unity, has been trans-

This is one of the many forms taken by the
Chilean junta’s deliberate policy of terror — a
policy characterised by an incredible anti-MIR
hysteria.You only have to listen to the radio,
read the papers or watch the TV to be convin-
ced of it: the MIR is everywhere, and respon-
sible for a thousand and one crimes. A rape is
commitied in a remote area — it’s the MIR
who did it. Some drug traffickers are arrested
— of course they must be members of the MIR.
A robbery is carried out — inevitably the hand
of the MIR is detected behind it.

According to the junta the MIR is every-
where, involved in every shady affair and dirty
deed throughout the length and breadth of
Chile.

The object of such a systematic campaign
is twofold: on the one hand, to discredit the
organisation by blaming it for every act of
gangsterism or ordinary crime; on the other
hand, to justify the continuing repression by
exaggerating the supposed power and influence
of the MIR.

This does not always have the desired ef-
fects. No Chilean worker can seriously believe
that the MIR, whose positions were universally

FREE

DESMOND
TROTTER !#

Butit’s not only poverty and
neglect for the poor and the unem-
ployed. In the same area stands

Supporters of the Campaign to
Free Desmond Trotter leafleted
outside the concert of Jamaican
rock and reggae group the Wailers
at the Lyeeum last week. They
drew attention to some aspects of
the Caribbean which are usually
kept well hid.

In the part of Kingston where
the Wailers come from, families
desperate for homes regularly squat
on disused car and rubbish dumps.
They use the discarded bodies of
the cars as houses, and live off
whatever they can find on the
tips. With a chronic housing short-
age, unemployment of up to 30
per cent. inflation at 25 per cent
and the profiteering and corruption
of both businessmen and politicians
in Jamaica, all that the poor get is,

the now notorious
With barbed wire,

courtroom and pri
one.

Meanwhile Desmond Trotter,

armed guards and dogs outside and
cells just big enough to turn round
inside, this Jamaican-style intern-
ment camp is a detention centre,

the young freedom fighter and
member of the Movement for a
New Dominica, is still awaiting
execution in Dominica on a frame-
up charge of killing a white tourist.
This despite the fact that he and
other brothers and sisters have
been hunted down simply for fight-
ing to change the conditions of

| formed from a revolutionary organisation into

a gang of criminals. And many, naively cling-
ing to the slightest ray of hope, draw the con-
clusion that such a campaign must reflect the
strength of the organisation, whose prestige —
already large — has thus increased still further.

The reality of the situation is rather more
complex.

OPTIMISM

‘This defeat is not that of the working class,
nor of us. It is that of the reformist organisa-
tions and their strategy....We are thus faced
with a historic responsibility — to create the.
conditions for a victorious mobilisation by the
workers to overthrow the dictatorship and
carry through the socialist revolution. After
such an experience the Chilean masses will not
allow themselves to be drawn up the same
blind alley again.’

It was a comrade from the Central Commit-
tee of the MIR who put forward this position
to us a few weeks after the coup, in mid-Oct:
ober 1973. It reflects quite well the thinking

| been contirmed

corruption and repression on the
island.

When Dennis Hills, a white lec-
turer, was recently threatened with
the firing squad in Uganda, royal
ambassadors and the Foreign Sec-
retary scurried to save his life. But
not a finger is lifted by the British
Government to save black freedom
fighter Desmond Trotter. Britain
is in fact now poised to uphold
Desmond’s sentence through the
decision of the Privy Council, to
which he has finally appealed.

We therefore urge all labour,
trade union, student and black
organisations to give their support
via solidarity meetings, resolutions,
messages of support and money to
the Campaign to Free Desmond

P dd o “Bwy pum _ gms .

Gun Court.
watch-towers,

son camp all in

and morale of the organisations’ militants: sur-
prise at the nature of the coup and the scale of
the repression, but optimism about the new
responsibilities and tasks it implied.

In these first weeks of the dictatorship the
organisation gave evidence of its cohesion and
solidarity. There were no desertions, there was
only limited disorganisation, and the leadership

- many of whose analyses had unfortunately
reacted with considerable
political maturity to the new situation, not-
ably in its opposition to any ultra-left tempta-
tion to launch isolated actions, etc.

In the course of the eighteen months since
then, hundreds of its militants have fallen.
Only at a considerable cost have the gaps been
filled, have the defeats been overcome as quick-
ly as possible, and has what has been destroyed
been relentlessly rebuilt. Few organisations in
the history of the world revolutionary move-
ment have experienced the kind of repression
which has been directed against the MIR — the
number one target of the Chilean military

in their efforts to destroy all forms of working |

class organisation and most particularly those
of a revolutionary character. Fewer still have
survived in such a situation.

SURVIVED

But the MIR has survived. The slogans on

the walls bear witness to this, as do the tiny

stickers left here and there in public places. So

"l also do its militants, who for several months

have been reactivating its work in one of the
main shantytowns of Santiago, setting up sev-
eral groups of sympathisers; as does the group
of militant workers who were in the Commun-
ist Party under Popular Unity and have been
recruited since the coup.

Smaller in numbers — in relation to its size

| at the time of the coup — the MIR is not how-

everin a position to capitalise on its growing

~ prestige. The very conditions of political activ-

ity today in Chile mean that most of its milit-
ants spend the bulk of their time ensuring that
the organisation continues to function in the
strictest clandestinity. As a result, outside
activity is much reduced.

The organisation is weaker politically as
well as numerically. A large section of its best
cadres — notably the core of its leadership
team -- are dead or in prison at a time when
crucial political problems are or will inevitably
be posed.

CHANGES

The perspectives laid down in the months
following the coup have not appreciably
chaneed. But the situation in which thev wears

aimed to be an important pole— have not been
realised. More seriously, the historic defeat of
reformism in Chile has not been translated
as the MIR rather mechanically forecast — into
a new relationship of forces inside the workers’
movement (see previous articles).

Furthermore, the Communist Party has brok-
en the casual links which it established with the
revolutionary left in the period following the
coup, doubtless reckoning that they contradic-
ted its strategy of aiming to establish a common
front with the Christian Democrats.

In these conditions, and leaving aside the
ambiguities that we have noted on several past
occasions, the proposals for united work made
by the MIR to the whole of the Chilean left
have hardly had a chance to take on a concrete
meaning, even in a partial way. The Political
Front of the resistance proposed more than a
year ago by Miguel Enriquez — to be made up
of the parties of Popular Unity, the so-called
‘left’ sections of Christian Democracy, and the
MIR — is more than ever unrealisable. The move 1
into opposition by the whole of Christian Dem-
ocracy has meant the assimilation of these
‘left’ sections in the framework of the bourgeois
opposition, while also reinforcing the credibility
of the CP’s perspectives.

As to the forms of resistance and united
mobilisations at the base proposed by the MIR
along with the Political Front, both the facts
of the objective situation and the relationship
of forces inside the workers’ movement have
limited their scope. The resistance committees
where they exist, tend to be mobilising struc-
tures for the periphery of the revolutionary
left rather than larger structures of a more
broad-based character.

ISOLATION

This political isolation, the result of the
weight and tactics of the reformists, poses
more sharply than ever the problem of a Rev-
olutionary Front. Because it dominates the
extreme left, only the MIR could provide the
backbone for such a structure, Yet just
because it is dominant, it considerably under-
estimates this necessity. Numerically, the for-
ces that would make up such a front would
not — at the beginning — be that much greater
than those of the MIR itself.

Politically, on the other hand, the impact
of such a front on the confused sectors, on the
vacillating left of the Socialist Party, on the
isolated militants who continue to regard them-
selves as critical supporters of MAPU, and also
on many militants in the Communist Party,
would be very different.

That is the perspective put forward by our
comrades of the Liga Comunista de Chile in
the resolutions of their second congress
held recently underground in Chile (see
Red Weekly, 15 May 1975). The remarkable
activity of this little nucleus of Trotskyist mil-
itants, their progress over the last few months,
together with the heroic and difficult resistance
of the MIR, are not without significance in the
present situation in Chile.

Defeat and repression, betrayals and man-
oeuvres — these have all failed to do the job.
The flame of the revolution has not been ex-
tinguished in Chile -
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by Mary O’Brien

Staged as a classic ‘whodunit’,
the plot centres on nine Irishmen
brought to ‘justice’ by the heroic
and dedicated forces of the British
State. Six of these nine are charged
with the murder of 21 people last
November in Birmingham when a
pub was blown up. The other three
are charged with conspiracy to cause
explosions. All nine have pleaded
not guilty.

But on looking at this particular
production a little more closely it
becomes clear that the question of
‘whodunit’ is not the real centre of
the plot. With lines written by the
Department of Public Prosecutions,
prompting from the Home Office,
stage managed by the police and with
special effects from a team of skil-
ful ‘experts’, the closing scenes are
a foregone conclusion — the nine de-
fendants will be found guilty. Those
who have seen this sort of thing be-
fore will guickly recognise it as an-
other episode in the 800-year old
saga entitled “Carry on Irish Oppres-
sion’,

For the past six weeks the State has been staging an elaborate costume
drama at the Lancaster Crown Court. Dressed in the finest silk, wearing
expensive wigs and surrounded by highly paid extras, the judge and the
prosecution lawyers have the star parts. Their role is to ensure that this
lavish production has a successful run and most importantly that it serves
the interests of its backers — namely the ruling class.

The aim of the producers is not
simply to find nine Irishmen guilty
of the Birmingham bombings, but
to ensure that the audience is con-
vinced that the /R4 were responsible
Using all the trappings of ruling class
‘justice’ and supported by weeks of
critical acclaim in the bourgeois
press, British imperialism is running
a show trial to strengthen the anti-
Irish feeling of its own working class.

DISCREDIT

In this way they hope to demora-
lise the minority population of the
North of Ireland from giving contin-
uing support to the anti-imperialist
forces there, and discredit the forces
in Britain who are building a move-
ment for the withdrawal of the
troops and who support the right of

the Irish people to self-determination.

In addition the ‘necessity’ for contin-
uing the Prevention of Terrorism
Act, under which hundreds of Irish
people in this country are harassed,

will be reinforced.

With this aim, as part of the strat-
egy of handing over to the Loyalists
in the North of Ireland, the ruling
class is not fussy about the methods
it uses. From behind the scenes at
Lancaster emerges a story of intimi-
dation, false statements and harass-
ment of the accused.

BRUTALITY

On 25 November last year, when
all the defendants first appeared in
court, they were in good health and
looked well. Three days later all of
them had severe facial injuries, rang-
ing from black eyes and bruising to
cuts that had stitches. One of‘the
defendants, William Power, was beat-
en up and kicked by police and pris-
on officers while on remand at Bir-
mingham, and his wife and children
were threatened. He was not allow-
ed to read his statement after he had
made it, and has claimed that much
of it was put in by the police without
his knowledge.

Other defendants tell a similar
story. Noel Mcllkenny was threat-
ened with a revolver by Detective
Constable Woodwiss, who told him
that the ‘"Home Office approved of
his being shot’ and that it would be
explained that this was done while
he was trying to escape. With this
the policeman fired his gun at Mc-
Illkenny, but owing to a ‘faulty mech-
anism which would be put right
next time’ it did not go off.

It was under duress of this kind
that Mcllkenny signed his ‘confes-
sion’ claiming that the pub bombing
was ‘in retaliation against Birming-
ham’ for the death of James McDade

a member of the IRA killed in a
bomb explosion in Coventry. Patrick
Hill suffered the same sort of thing
at the hands of the police when in
custody at Morecambe Police Station.
He was kicked and punched, beaten
with a truncheon and revolver butt
and burnt with cigarette ends.

Using techniques like this the Brit-

BRITISH
GUNS FACE

ARDOYNE

ish police have extracted and concoc-
ted a series of ‘confessions’. Use of
such methods has been reported to

a limited extent in the British press
without so much a libéral querry.

As far as the press is concerned all
Irish people are ‘fair game’ and prob-
ably guilty just by being Irish. Nor
has the press mentioned the consis-
tent denials by all defendants that
they have ever been members of the
IRA. As always the press of the rul-
ing class is doing the job it is paid to
do — feed the working class a diet of
lies and distortions.

Little has been said, however,
about the Loyalist murder gangs of
the UDA and UVF who are at pres-
ent standing in the wings waiting to
ke over the main role if British im-
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SHOW TRIAL
AIMS TO BOOST
ANTI-IRISH

HYSTERIA

perialism and its allies show any signs
of weakening. As a result of their
activities four Catholics have died
for every Protestant over the last
six months — while the Labour Gov- '
ernment simply steps up its harass-
ment of the Catholic minority.
Socialists and defenders of the
Irish right to self-determination
must fiercely combat the intentions
behind the Lancaster trial. Our task
is to cut across all the lies by explain-
ing loudly and clearly to the labour
movement that the Irish people, in-
dividually and collectively, have
never and will never receive any jus-
tice at the hands of British imperial-
ism. Ours is the task of assisting
them to get the only form of justice
possible — that which they seize
with their own hands.

This American-made machine-pistol was found along with a book containing 51
photos of prominent Provisionals, car registration numbers, and a series of individual
dossiers when a car driven by a member of the British Army in civilian clothes crashed
in the Falls Road in Belfast last week. The machine-pistol, which is virtually a silent
weapon and has no recoil, would be very useful for a provocateur engaged in sectarian
assassinations. Furthermore, there would be no way of linking them with the Army
since the weapon was not known to be standard Army issue.

Below we print an interview with a member of the Relief Com-
mittee in the Ardoyne area of Belfast. This is a solidly Catholic
area of about 2,000 families, totally surrounded by Loyalist

areas.

®What are conditions like in the
area?

In August 1969 we had approximately
50 families bumnt out — left completely
homeless. Since then almost every fam-
ily has been affected in some way by the
troubles.

Some have been forced out of work
because their work was in dangerous areas.
Over 60 people from the district have
been killed. The number injured from
Lovalist bomb blasts and rubber bullets
from the Brits goes well up into the hun-
dreds. Probably 1,000 people have been
injured or suffered hardship of one form
or another — just in the Ardoyne.

®What do people feel about the

British Army?

At first they were accepted. Realising we
had the military might of the Royal Ulster
Constabulary and the B Specials, all Pro-
testant, against us, it's no wonder people
clamoured for the Brits. But whenthey
took up their positions across the divide,
their guns pointed info the Ardoyne, it
was seen then that they were under the
Unionists’ control.

Things went peacefully for a few mon-
ths, but this didn’t seem to suit the Union-
ists. They engineered the troops into con-
flict with the minority, and the hate they
engendered led to vicious rioting by their

to provoke our people. It led to serious
rioting. The troops openly sided with
the Storment crowd and clobbered the
minority people.

@ How has the truce affected things?

Before the truce the media were trying to
persuade the people that they were war-
weary. Psychologically the people began
to accept it. When the truce came people
breathed a sigh of relief. If the truce had
been kept on both sides it could have had
a great effect. But the British Army kept
up their harassment.

®What have the troops been doing
during the truce?

Continuously raiding houses. We had a
family made homeless by fire, for instance.
We decided to fix up this house. We
were in the process of fixing it when the
Brits walked in and wrecked that house.

Quite a few other houses have come
in for this treatment during the truce.
The soldiers make provocative remarks
and gestures from the jeeps. They're
trained for violence and they want some
sort of release for their training.

®What happened during the Ulster
Workers' Council strike?

The Loyalists tried to wreck the minor-
ity districts, by cutting off all public serv-
ices (gas and electricity). With no whole-
salers or large suppliers in the area, we
had to go as far as the South to collect

to run UDA road blocks. We were run-
ning trips night and day.

Fortunately the strike only lasted a
couple of weeks. We supplied bread to
the district, milk when we could get it.
We brought in turf, coal for the OAPs,
and we had open fires going on the street
corners to save fuel for cooking facilities.
It really raised the morale of the people
that they could organise the whole area
themselves.

@ Do you believe that there will be
a civil war if the troops are with-
drawn?

Well, it depends what you call civil war.
The situation now is that the Brits’ guns
are trained on the district, there are 60
dead, and homes are burnt out by the
Lovalists still. You might call the last
five years in Northern Ireland civil war.

® But if the Loyalists were really
beginning to attack the Ardoyne,
what do you think the Army
would do?

Well, that has happened before. What
happens is that once the Army has heard
about ten shots coming from the Loyalists
and one shot back, they move in on us and
start raiding houses, sealing off houses,
harassing.

When we call for British troops to be
withdrawn from Ireland now, it is because
the troops can do no good for the Inash
people as a whole. They make the pros-
pect of more deaths due to their actions
and to sectarian killings by the Loyalists
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HEALTH SERVICE UNIONS
FACE UP TO NHS CRISIS

It is now more than two years since the action by hospital ancil-
lary workers against the Tories’ Phase 2 pay policy unleashed a
wave of militant struggle in the National Health Service. The
experience gained through these struggles, combined with the
ever deepening crisis of NHS finances, has considerably streng-
thened the hand of militants inside the health service unions.

This has been reflected in some
of the important decisions taken at
the national conferences of unions
with NHS members over the past
few weeks. These show the increas-
ing attempts by militants to come to
grips not only with the traditional
problems facing NHS workers, but
also with those caused by Tory and
Labour Government policies of cut-
ting public expenditure and refusing
to stop the cancerous growth of priv-
ate practice.

NUPE (which organises nurses and
ancillaries), NALGO (clerical and ad-
ministrative grades, nurses and tech-
nicians) and ASTMS (technicians,
paramedicals i.e. radiographers etc.
and doctors) all passed strongly
worded motions against pnivate prac-
tice and cuts in the NHS budget.
NUPE called for a campaign to revit-
alise the NHS by abolishing private
practice, building new hospitals, ex-
tending the number of health centres.
nationalisation of the drugs and
other supply industries, and a living
wage for health workers.

NALGO adopted a resolution crit-
icising the TUC for its failure to give
practical guidelines for the fight
against private practice, and propos-
ing that NALGO members should
oppose all private hospital building
applications, and co-ordinate activ-

ity with building workers involved

in constructing them. Their con-
ference also supported a call for the
nationalisation of the drug industry
and for a massive injection of res-
ources into the NHS and other pub-
lic services, and for the use of indus-
trial action to resist Government
expenditure cuts.

ASTMS called for an immediate
injection of £1,000 million into the
NHS pending a workers inquiry into
it, and for opposition to all forms
of private practice.

To win the support of national
conferences for the need to take ac-
tion on these issues — which are of
central importance to the whole
working class, and not just the union
members involved — is a big step for-
ward.

KEY WEAKNESS

But if militants forced the pace
on many questions at these confer-
ences, there was one key issue on
which the union bureaucracy retain-
ed its influence. Both NUPE and
NALGO voted to support the
Social Contract, while Clive Jen-
kins persuaded the ASTMS dele-
gates to remit resolutions opposing
it to the Executive. But although
NUPE leader Alan Fisher could per-
suade conference delegates that their

FIRCROFT OCCUPATION ENDS

The mature students’ occupation at Fir-
crott College in Birmingham, begun on 2
July, was ended by the law at mid-day
last Thursday. The chairman of the gov-
ernors, Christopher Cadbury (of the choc-
olate firm), has carried out his threat to
close the college — 90 per cent financed
by the Government — because of the stud-
ents’ alleged "ungovernability’. Now the
only occupants are two Securicor guards.

The dispute at Fircroft, which has
been going on for three months, develop-
ed when the college principal refused to
allow the tutorial staff freedom of speech.
It resulted in his exclusion from the col-
lege and the successful establishment of
an alternative education programme dec-
ided by the students and wholeheartedly
supported by the four tutors,

Issues of wide importance to the fut-
ure of adult education were thrown up
during the struggle. In whose interests,
it was asked, are adult students being ‘ed-
ucated’? What they are generally offered
is a preparation for entry into the middle
class via university. What they need, and
are increasingly demanding, is the right
to use college facilities to serve the lnter
ests of the working class.

The response of the Department of
Education and the governing body in us-
ing the law to end the occupation shows
only too well capitalism'’s fear of what
could happen if the working class takes
education into its own hands. The stud-
ents are now demanding a public enquiry
on the basis that the college should be
kept open under labour movement con-
trol to offer one year courses to students
drawn from working class organisations.

It is necessary now for the labour
movement, the National Union of Sud-
ents, and particularly the Mature Students
Union to step up the fight for these de-
mands. Birmingham Trades Council has
already taken the lead in buiiding a wide-
spread campalgn of support in the area.
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leges to join together in demanding that
the Labour Government give them ade-
quate finance to become real weapons in
furthering the interests of the working
class. This will only be possible if trade
union members become active on the
question of adult education. They can
begin by fighting the Fircroft closure,
Further information can be obtained
from: Fircroft Students Union/Fircroft
ASTMS Branch, 1018 Bristol Road, Selly

Qak, Birmingham 29 (tel. 021-472-1490).

£40 claim was within the terms of
the Social Contract Mark 1, he now
has to admit that the Government’s
£6 maximum can mean nothing
other than a substantial wage cut for
even his low-paid members. He has
had to express verbal opposition to
the incomes policy for which his
manoeuvrings paved the way.

THRESHOLDS

How can NHS trade unionists en-
sure that the positive resolutions pas-
sed at their conferences are put into
practice, even under the difficult
conditions of a statutory incomes
policy? The immediate task is to fight
for their unions to submit a claim
for ancillaries this autumn along the
lines of NUPE’s £40 minumum plus
thresholds by winning their members
to all-out opposition to the Govern-
ment’s austerity programme.

Local campaigns must be initiated,
based on unions inside and outside
the NHS, to fight against cutbacks
in hospital building programmes, hos-
pital closures, and the growth in pniv-
ate practice. Such campaigns must
also support health workers fighting
in defence of their standard of living,
which cannot be separated from de-
fence of the NHS given its chronic
understaffing due to low pay. And
as a first step towards a national
campaign in defence of the NHS, the
conference organised by the Medical
Committee Against Private Practice
for 11 October must be supported by
all working class militants who are
determined not to allow the Labour
Government to let the NHS collapse
about our ears.

Mike FitzGerald

more support

Latest sponsors of the MCAPP Conference
include: Brent Trades Council; Bristol
Trades Council; Bristol Tribune Group;
Camden NALGO branch; Newcastle Un-
iversity ASTMS branch; Thorpe & St
Andrews NUPE branch, Norwich; West-
minster NUPE branch. For details of the
conference, speakers etc. write to: Dr Paul
Stern, 55 Bridge Lane, London N.W.11
(tel. 01-455-4920).

" LREEK & TURKISH
CYPRIOTS.
VICTIMS

OF
IMPERIALIST
CONSPI RACY.

A rally held in Trafalgar Square Iast Sunday agamst the Turkish |nvasmn of Cyprus on
20 July 1974 was inferior to last year's demonstration in both size and militancy. This
must be attributed primarily to the fact that the main Cypriot workers’ organisations,
haveing entered broad coalitions with bourgeois forces, were consequently obliged to*
water down the political profile of this year's Week of Action.

Mealy-mouthed spaeehes and slogans around implementation of the UN resolutions,
national unity, etc. do not answer the burning needs of the Cypriot masses. The only
answer is an independent working class strategy which wlil safeguard democratic rights,
wage the economic fight, and organise the anti- -fascist and anti-imperialist armed
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STOP NF DEMO
IN MANCHESTER!

In a deliberate provocation, the National Front has called a national demonstration in
Manchester on Monday 28 July in support of their leader Kingsley Read, who is be-
ing taken to court by the Race Relations Board for urging whites in Blackburn not to
sell their houses to black people. A counter-demonstration has been called by the
Manchéster Anti-Fascist Committee, which is being supported by the Manchester
Trades Council. A delegation is also being sent to the local Labour Council and the
police to demand that they ban the fascist march.

At a time of deepening economic crisis the National Front are trying to exploit un-
employment and bad housing conditions to win support for their racialist filth. At the
same time police attacks on blacks are increasing. In London twelve blacks arrested
following a police riot at the Carib club are now involved in one of the longest trials
in British legal history. By comparison two white youths were acquitted of murder-
ing black bus conductor, Ronald Jones, becuase the judge advised the jury to acquit if
they could not decide which one had actually delivered the fatal blow.

These events are alarming evidence of the-uselessness of trying to curb racism
through the strengthening of the Race Relations Board — which mean relying on the
police and the courts. To develop both self-defence of the black community against
police and racist attacks,and prevent the growth of fascist organisations, groups like
the National Front must be crushed wherever they raise their ugly heads. The Man-
chester anti-fascist demonstration assembles at 12 noon on 28 July, in the Mancunian
Way, Oxford Road, Manchester.

AUSTRALIAN BLACK MILITANTS
FACE TRIAL

On Thursday 14 August there will be a picket outside Queensland House in London
to demand the dropping of all charges against two black activists and a white support-
er who have been involved in a campaign to smash the Queensland Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders Acts — legislation on a par with South Africa’s apartheid laws.

The aborigines were the original inhabitants of Australia before it was ‘discovered”
by the British. Although they fought bitterly to defend their land, they were over-
whelmed by British military superiority. Slaughter occurred on a mass scale. Those
who survived were mostly herded onto reserves and missions which were virtual con-
centration camps.

The Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Acts gives the director of
the Department of Aboriginal Affairs powers among other things to: refuse any per-
son entry onto a reserve, even if they were born there; pay an aborigine working on a
reserve any wage deemed fit by the manager; classify any aborigine working outside a
reserve as an aged, infirm or slow worker, and therefore pay them less than the basic
rate; control all property, including savings, of all aborigines.

Behind this racist legislation lies the aborigines’ fight for land rights. Some of the
world’s richest bauxite fields have been discovered on Queensland’s northern reserves.
These areas are being ravaged by giant multi-national companies such as Comalco, wno
with the assistance of the Queensland police have removed the aborigines at gunpoint
without paying a cent in compensation. Complete control of mining on the reserves
is vested in the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs under the Acts.

Biack activists Denis Walker and Lionel Lacey, together with white supporter John
Garcia, have been framed because they have played a prominent part in the movement
for aboriginal self-determination. International solidarity is vital to the future of the
movement. The picket on 14 August coincides with the start of their trial and will
take place between 12 mid-day and 2 p.m. outside Queensland House, The Strand,
London W.C.2.

CRUNCH CONFERENCE FOR
JOURNALISTS

This Saturday sees another stage in the campaign by the newspaper proprietors and
editors to halt the growing combativity and militancy of the National Union of Journ-
alists.

The Annual Delegate Meeting of the NUJ in April voted in favour of a total ‘closed
shop' for journalists, in defiance of the National Executive's recommendation to com-
promise on the gquestion. The ‘closed shop' is allowed for under Michael Foot's Trade
Union and Labour Relations {Amendment) Bill, and the proprietors — supported by
the Manifesto group of Labour MPs — fear that this could be the thin end of the wed-
ge in beginning to challenge the function of their papers.as organs of capitalist propa-
ganda.

With this in mind, under the banner of defending the mythical ‘freedom of the
press) the right wing in the NUJ, backed up by the barons of Fleet Street, have success-
fully petitioned for a Special Delegate Meeting on 26 July. Here they will attempt to
push through a motion calling for a postal ballot of the whole membership to over-
throw the ADM's decision.

Journalist members of the IMG, although completely opposed to the idea of a bal-
lot, have consistently argued that this attack cannot be fought simply on the basis
that it is a trade union issue. The closed shop must be seen and argued for as being
the first steps towards workers’ control over editorial content and a genuinely free, pro-
working class press. In the further event of iegislation being brougnt in to shackie the
NUJ's ability to organise, the support of the broad labour movement, particularly the
print unions, will be necessary to defeat this State intervention. This will not be won
on the basis of defending narrow NUJ interests alone while countenancing vicious
slander campaigns against working class bodies like the Newham North-East Labour
Party. -

SCHOOL STUDENTS DEBATE CRISIS

The 15,000 strong National Union of School Students conference held last weekend
was dominated by the economic crisis and the disaster that it holds for the youth.
Youth unemployment is expected to affect 60,000 school leavers this summer, while
in the schools the massive cuts in social spending will further reduce educational facil-
ities for the working class.

The NUSS Conference took some important decisions in spite of the attempts by
the Communist Party to divert attention from the political issues. Motions were pas-
sed to set up youth unemployment committees in all areas with the backing of the
trade union movement, and to campaign for a basic social security payment of £25
per week for all school leavers without a job. This latter resolution included the dem-
and for automatic-cost-of-living increases to protect such a payment from inflation.
The NUSS is also pledged to get involved with committees against the public expen-
diture cuts, such as the Committee set up in East London to save Poplar Hospital.

But all these decisions will just remain paper resolutions so far as the “Broad Left’
leadership is concerned, unless a big fight is taken up by the rank and file of the NUSS
to implement them in practice. Jean Michel, a French school student who spoke at
an IMG public meeting during the Conference, pointed out that the role of the Com-
munsst Party in the French schools movement has been to cut off mass mobilisations by
putting forward no real programme to unite school students with the rest of the work-

ing class. The fight for such a programme was begun at this conference by IMG dele-
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' ABORTION - HOSPITAL WORKERS
- LEAD THE WAY

As we go to press, the Select Committee set up after the second reading of James White’s Abor-
tion (Amendment) Bill is deciding on its plan of action. The Committee may decide to stop hear-
ing evidence — even though the only evidence received from the ‘public’ (rather than the profes-
sional associations) has been from the infamous and discredited Litchfield-Kentish Babies for
Burning team. If this happens, there may well be moves to get the Bill through Parliament this

session.

Even if the Committee decides to
go on hearing evidence, the dangers
of this Bill — which would drive
80,000 women to back-street abor-
tions — will still be with us.

Wilson himself has clearly said
that women should not have the
right to choose whether their preg-
nancy is to be terminated (see his
letter reprinted in last issue of Red
Weekly), piously stating that the
decision should be left up to two
doctors. When massive cuts in social
spending take away even the limited
and run-down facilities that enable
willing doctors to perform abortions
on the NHS, such statements leave an
especially sour taste in the mouth.
In fact more and more State respon-
sibilities are falling onto the shoulders
of women in the family (such as nur-
sing, educating, child-care) as all sec-
tors of social spending are chopped.

In strengthening the ties of women
to the family, the Wilson Govern-
ment does two things. First, the
family is encouraged to act as a shock

absorber for the crisis by taking on
those tasks previously carried out by
the State. Secondly, the fight for the
rights of women is put into reverse
gear at a time when it is absolutely
crucial for every member of the
working class to be in a position to
fight back against the capitalist off-
ensive.

WAY FORWARD

Wilson's attacks will only be
thrown back if the workers’ move-
ment takes up all such issues, which
can otherwise be used to weaken its
defences. A number of actions have
been launched recently which show
the way forward in the fight to
smash the White Bill and to win the
right for women of free abortion on
demand on the NHS.

A picket of Hammersmith Hos-
pital on 2 July was organised jointly
by the Hospital’s “Abortion and Nur-
sery Campaign’ and the West London

Richard Kramer, a member of the
Joint Shop Stewards’ Committee at
Hammersmith Hospital, told Red
Weekly why the picket was called:
‘Hammersmith has a particularly dis-
graceful record on abortion. Only
five abortions are done each week
because of the reactionary views
held by the head of the Department
of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Pro-
fessor McClure Brown — who is an
executive member of the anti-abor-
tion group SPUC. So the shop stew-
ards went to see the management
demanding the removal of McClure
Brown as well as any other consul-
tants not prepared to carry out abor-
tions.

‘I think this is an important dem-
and, because it shows that we are
prepared to organise as workers, to
ensure that our jobs are done in the
interests of the working class.

‘Another demand we are raising
is for an out-patient abortion clinic.

This would be the best way to ensure
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NAC, attracting 150 people.

¥
3
i
1
4

Benn speaking at the IWC Conference, with (I to r) Audrey Wise, Bill Jones, Jim Murray, and Alastair Mackie

DEMAND BENN RESIGNS!

A remarkable scene unfolded at

last weekend’s Institute for Work-
ers Control conference in Sheffield.
On Sunday morning the delegates
at the conference unanimously con-
demned the Healey incomes policy
measures. On Sunday afternoon,
however, the same conference del-
egates were offered a main speaker,
Tony Benn, who is a member of the
the very Government which is im-
posing the Healey measures.

Benn’s speech to the conference was
itself quite extraordinary. It touched on
everything under the sun, with the single
exception of the question which at pres-
ent dominates the political situation
the Healey measures.

REVEALING

Perhaps even more revealing than his
gilence on the Healey measures, were
Benn's answers to various questions put
from the audience, On the guestion of
whether he should resign from the Gov-
ermment all he could say was that ‘there
were many times in which one would
find oneself in a minority’ — the nearest
he got to attacking the Healey proposals
all afternoon; and that ‘given our commit-
ment to the people in the Manifesto, the
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the Government and to seek to achieve
as far as can be the implementation of
this policy”.

The little fact that this Government .
is heading to inevitable defeat through
its policies, that a Labour Government
can't "be maintained’ through capitula-
tion to Wilson, that this Government is
carrying out the most viciously anti-
working class policies since the 1930s,
and that Benn is used as a left cover by
Wilson to prevent workers from oppos-
ing these policies — all this was left out
of Benn’s answer.

NO ANSWER

Perhaps even more revealing was his
answer to one delegate who wanted to
know why — as the incomes policy had
evidently been discussed for months
in the Cabinet — he had not warned the
labour movement of what was being pre-
pared. Benn did not even attempt to
answer this question.

Instead he replied that “the phraseol-
ogy of the Manifesto is absolutely clear
and on a number of occasions at trade
union conferences 1 have attended in the
last two or three months 1 have taken
the opportunity of reading the words
that were contained in the Manifesto on
this matter. The commitment of the
Party to collective bargaining within the

context of an agreement between the
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quite clearly in the Manifesto and when
[ said that we must campaign to imple-
ment the Manifesto I had that passage in
mind.”

In short, Benn did not feel it neces-
sary to warn anyone because he thinks
that the present Healey measures fall
within the Labour Manifesto. As a great
supporter of the Manifesto, perhaps he
should be telling people it is a good thing
the Healey measures have been passed.
No wonder Benn got considerably less
applause after he had made his speech
than when he first entered the room.

All this shows the necessitv of con-
tinuing to demand that Benn resign
from the Government, so that he is
either forced to leave the Cabinet —
which would be a step forward, as it
would prevent Wilson from using his
presence within the Government as a
left cover to head off workers’ struggles
— or rapidly exposed so that he is no
longer able to provide such a left cover.

REFORMIST

But one thing is clear above all from
Benn's gutless performance over the last
weeks. Even if the best happens, and he
does resign from the Govérnment, Benn's
pathetic capitulation before Wilson and
Healey shows that no conlidence can be
placed in him to stand up to the ruling
class and its agents in a real crisis.
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that all demands for abortion are
met as quickly and safely as possible.
It would mean women could go
home after only a few hours, because
they would not need a general an-
aesthetic.

‘Finally we are calling for nursery
facilities to service patients, staff
and visitors to the Hospital, because
we think that part of a woman'’s
right to choose must be that she can
decide to have children as well. But
if she wants children, it shouldn’t
automatically mean that she’s tied
down with them on her own at home.’

The Hammersmith campaign has
been organised in such a way as to
involve rank and file workers from
the start. A mass meetingin the
hospital was attended by 30 nurses,
plus technicians, doctors and ancil-
lary workers, and it was decided to
link up with the West London NAC.
Ten thousand leaflets were distrib-
uted in factories, local housing es-
tates, trade union branches, schools,
etc.

At another hospital in London,
University College Hospital, a cam-
paign for abortion facilities is also
under way. Again workers in the
hospital have been drawn in, both
by distributing a regular bulletin
around the canteens at meal times
and through NUPE, ASTMS and the
Joint Shop Stewards Committee.
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A picket is taking place this week §
supported by Camden NAC and the
Trades Council, to demand that part
of the120-bed private block is con-
verted for this purpose. Hospital
workers are thus showing that they
will fight not only for women’s
rights, but also for the right of the
whole working class to take control
over their health care, by organising
to defend and extend the NHS and
oppose all private practice.

CONFERENCE

The support gained through such §
actions can help to build a strong
movement which will make it im-
possible for the Labour Govern-
ment to let White’s Bill through.
They demonstrate that the way
forward in the campaign is not to
rely on MPs in Parliament, but to
develop mass organisation outside
those walls. The NAC Conference
on 18-19 October can lay the basis
for a unified response with the
broadest possible representation
from the workers’ movement against
Wilson’s complicity with the White
Bill.

Dodie Weppler & Berry Beaumont

Details of the NAC Conference on 18-19 |
October, at Imperial College in London,
can be obtained from NAC, 80 Railton

Road, London S.E.24.

GIVE US A BREAK!

There will be no Red Weekly for the next two weeks (31 July and 7 August) as our
staff will be on holiday. This means we need extra help from our readers to cover
the normal running costs that don’t take a holiday.

Last week we received £30 from two IMG convades in Japan, £15 from two East
Londori teachers, £14 from a lecturer in Newcastle, £5 from a Hull hospital worker
and many smaller contributions bringing our July total to £248.53. This is only hal/f
the amount we need a month just to keep the paper going. But if everyone was as
conscientious as the comrades in Japan we would be weil on the way to overcoming
our financial problems and expanding the paper.

We know it's the holiday season, and readers will be saving what little extra they
can. But a little spared for the Red Weekiy, the only paper with the programme to
beat the Healey measures, will increase the possibility of more for all later. So give
us a break. While the paper is away for two weeks use this opportunity to rush extra
donations to Red Week/y, 182 Pentonville Road, London N.1.
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