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VIETNAM-

VANGUARD

OF
HUMANITY

What more can be said on Vietnam? The red, blue and gold
flag of the Provisional Revolutionary Government flies over
Ho Chi Minh' City. The United States, the greatest military
power on earth, has suffared its first ever defeat in war. The
international working class has celebrated one of its greatest
aver May Days. Humanity has taken one long stride nearer its
liberation.

But as revolutionaries glory in the triumph of Indochina,
we should understand what made such a victory possible:

— first, last and above all alse the heroism and will to struggle
of the Indochinese workers and peasants.

— the solidarity of revolutionaries throughout the world,
from Che Guevara in Bolivia to the anti-war movament in the
United States, who helped sap the belly of the imperialist
monster. '

— the endeavour of the working class of the entire world,
whaose unrelenting struggle dispersed the power of the capital-
ist system and its war criminals.

The Vietnamese triumph—in & way that no revolution has
been since Russia in 1917—is the victory of the international
working class and its struggle.

Vietnam—the spark which relit the flame of revolutionary
struggle for millions of people in the imperialist countrias—is
the ultimate disproof of the lie that imperialism and the
world working class could ‘peacefully co-exist’. Vietnam is
the living example that the socialist congquest of power must
invalve the violent destruction of the capitalist systam.

Finally, Vietnam expresses something which has never
been seen so clearly until this day. No country in the world
has ever met an imperialist onslaught on the scale of that in
indochina. The allied invasion of Russia in 1918 was nothing
compared to the nightmare of Vietnam. Five times as many
bombs as in the entire Second World War rained down on a
country with a population only half that of Britain. The
forests ware stripped, the people were attacked with poison
gas, and the soldiers were asphyxiated with bombs which
sucked the oxygen from the sir. The United States creatad a
South Vietnamesa army of over a million and gave it the third
largest airforce in the world. And it was the Americans wito
Jst,

Their puppet army was pulverised to defeat in eight wesks.
Mothing in history has ever shown in guite the same way the
superiority of the working class and its struggle to brute
force, the superiority of politics to weaponry, tha superionty
of revolutionary will and courage to the mechanical power of
the paid puppets of imperialism. Indochina is the ultimate
lesson that no matter what horrors capitalism can unleash, it
will be the working class that will triumph in the end.

Vietnam resounds around the world because it confirms
the great cry that once echoed from Havana through the
slums of Harlem to Hanoi: “Venzeremos—We Will Win!®
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The whaole straggic of the st
35 years in Indochina was re-
peated in a shortened Lorm in
the few weeks before the lib-
eration of Saigon.

& wpak befare Sgigon Tell it was
ahinugly fast coaning uonder the
contral of the NLF, The ARVM (0o
South Wietnamess Amny b wens
mutincus, Largs numbers of thein
weere changinp sides, Thote left be-
nind were eitber the fapatics boasting
ahout hehting fo the end ar (hoss
who were just tooe demoralised Lo
fight ut atl.

The Provisional BEevolitionary
tiovermnment delayed its final agsualt
for & numter of reasons. Fustly,

Lo gave the puppel regme the
choice ol surrendering. Secondly, 1o
allow the Lnited States ime Lo Gom
plate its evacuation of its personnal
ad humpep-nn, tiereby naol gving
therm uiy pretest for o last-minute
malitary interveittion, Thirdly, to
te-form the units arownd Satgon und
ore importeithy, organise the
foreas of the PRG nside the city
itseld,

tiven at. this stage the treacherons
burgnwerals of the USSR showed
{heir tiue solours by UrgEng a

appotinled settlement’ on the
groumds that & militery assaull
miphi imperil freir detente with
L=z U5

il UTTER CONFUSION i

i the final days imperali=m toes
o maneuvTe @ faossaver. The
Saipon ruling clique was in ulie
confusion. Mo one showed this
cofafusion more Lhan Marzhal Ky.
Cmly lasl February he was berating
[hien for allowing the town ol
Phucs Bink o be Lberated. 1n
March he appesrad ina selfatyled
‘Governmeni in hiding’ wrging o
gease-tive. Last weckend he was
joining the penerals ind call for g
“fight e the finish', denuancing
the evacuess for cowiardice and
desertion,

On A0 April he was found in the
carps Aoldof o US airerafl caner
seemming Lo safety

Other more “realistic’ members
of the cligee were urging e form

A =t il sAavernmens |

prid perbape maintzin an indepead-
ent Saigon—which would of coumse
peed (0 keep its armyl Meanwinse
ihe aged and siling Fresdent

Huong was denouaced by the PRG
pnd gxposed by the urban opposition
whdch bad fiared vy as a regult of
the crisis of the regims and L

flight af the Americans,

The indecialon was finully
reacived whan the MLF fired a few
rockels il Saipoen and cul the
raads o the Mekong Delrz and the
port of Yoig Law.

il PUPPET SHOW 1l

Duong Yan By Minh was
hurriedly sworn in s presidant.
fut itguickly besame clear that
the puppel show was lurgsoy an
irrelevance, The demands ol the
FRG put Forward oo 28 Aprid
showed the confidence of thy MLIF
and ilusirated that the balance of
foTees was completely on the side
af the liberation forees. They de-
manded that the new regme shoulil
have no links witl the Thiso ad-
mimisiration or with irmperializim,
Purthermore they Limsigoed that i
mist puarantes the immediate with
drawal of all Vs intervention and
totally disselve the army and
apparatus of the puppetstate.

[ his was quite sintply a dz-
reand For aneonditionn swrrender,
Degpits the pacifist thetono o
Husng's suscesor, ‘Big' Mink, none
af these things happened.

O 2% Aprilithe U8 had com-
plered its evacuation. Small offen:
sives and local inswreections hacd dis-
armed the ARYY posis in tle sub
wrbs and handed over power to the
gevolugionary committeess. Tl
regiine was porsdvsed but did oot
have the authorlty to negoliale a
surrendor.

Ml CHEERING CROWDS 1l

The next day, meeting haruly any
pasistance, the WLF entered Saigon
fo be greeted by cheering crowds.
By L1 wm. the PRG fug was fving
over the Pregidential Falace.

Che U8 Seventl Fleet measn whcls
lay oft the Wictnamese codst and
Fumed. The miost poscrful mili-
fary Force in the workl, wnable 1o
et atthorisation o inferveniion

| bocanse of Conarpss s deep fear of o

That Shook
The World

o role Lo I_Il_j'l.'_ It proviided 3 taxl
service 0o the crowd of bandits, CL&
speinls, capitalists, pimpsand racko
eers whio had bought and broted
their way gyl ol Sagon.

The PR have taken powerin,
South Vietnain under the besl pos-
sinle conditions that could he
achipved piven the history of
counter-pevalutionmy destmaiion
lo Vigtpam, Foeo the way Salgon
wits liberated it Seema that neithe
it USA northe Moseow and
Peking burcavcracies kave been able
Lo binpose any conditiong of the
FE2 victory.

# WORKERS STATEM

B eonirse total vicrary nas poet
vl been schieved., The builEnpg of
a workars” stote will ol be easy,
Many hard pediticz] srnpgles lie
ahead. This inclides a sinigsle
apningl tha bureaneratic concephions
of the Vietnamese Cammilnist
Party and the PRG—=both of whick
dispiay o deep distrust ab organs ol
poplar democrpey. Kos will im-
pesiabism willingly rencunce Sonth
Eaxt Axia o Finaily there is the lieavy
tell of imperielist destniction and
the idzological divisions that im-
peridisin created o be overconte.

At this slape of b2 not wet cledr i
power will be pxercised, 1§ Hhe sante
partern is followed ag in other ik
erited aress, the Military Comoiid e
will give way o an organization of
the P1eG which will includs 1o
presentatives of the left wine of the
urban apposition, frade amionisis,
and maral sl religious mlnorities,
Thie will B¢ structdred Froin vhlage
Lo natlonal level

Whether of ol any capitabisl
fotees will be included remains to
qe seen. Certainly this is e poasille
variant in the PRG grogramme - i
vimienl which the Fourth Inter-
nationul conde s,

But the pomitulity of a sipnificanl
soalition government, sometiing
that Jooked likely glven the Vieing-
mese Chnmanist Party’s past
political positions, oow looks much
bess poebable. Whilever Ihe eXact
details. there can be wo doukl thil
the orientaton of Lhe PRG S lonly
fised on the gonl ol w-unification ol
| the counliy-and the creafion of &




by David Johnson

“The fall of Saigon was a dramatic sign of the decline of
Western dominance’, according to Lee Kuan Yew, Prime
Minister of Singapore. With a pleading glance at the imperialists
he added: “The battle of South East Asia is not vet lost, All |

need is a little help.’

The Singapore Prime Minister was summing up the crisis of
the neo-colonial rulers of South East Asin, The inability of the
USA to go to the aid of the South Vietnamese puppets or their
Cambodian counterparts has raised grave doubts in the minds
of other Asian despots sbout their own future.

Lee 1n Singapore and Tun
Abdul Razak in Malaysin have both
begun 1o make overtures to Ching.
President Marcos of the Philippines
has gakd {hat the USs-Philippines axis
must be piviewed. Fren the extreme
right-wing regime in Thailand has
demanded the closing of US bases.
OF course none of these regimes cun
break with [mperialism, but their
puldicly voiced disquict and puny
threals ase a symptom of thelr deep
decline

& OVERFLOWED »
The Varinaseie irvsai-on b

e e

of Saigon

The viclories scored in Camlbadia
and Vietmam have cut deeply into
the phility of the Impesialists {o
manoeuyre in Laos, and it 5 in
Lacos that the most direct reper-
cussions of the tiberution of Phaom
Penh and Saigon can be séen.

After the slening of the Paris
Peace Accorids, the Foarth [ates
naticmal took the pedition that the

| coalition povernment in Loos was a

dangerous step which could Limperil
the revolution. Mevertheless we alsn
mmacle if clewr that ir did aol represend
Iha TriwEsg of [he e Ltr:;“h

| E

Upsurgs of student radicelisation in bedonesia against Tanaha Vsl wam i

Fajsrusnt

French in the | 9505 forped closs
links between the Vistnamess nnd
the Lactiana. In s tum the TS
was forced to include first Lacs and
then Cambodia o ils counter-re-
voluticaary war,

This drawing of Cambodia inte
the war brought an entirely new
dimension to the Indechiness re-
volution, The Yictnamese spring
offenigive ol 1972 was prepored by
fhe micoeases of e Pashet Lao in
Lace in 197071 and the rapid deve-
lopment of the Mational Unitad
Front of the Cambodiana (FUNE],
The Paris Ascorde on Vietnam and
the defeal suffored by the USin
V973 provided o framework far the
Accords on Lace and the ending of
e LIS bombing of Cambodia

* IMPACT IN LADS =

The fact that the US was unable
to respond fo the Combodian diw
season olfensive this year gave the
green light to the PRG to step ugp iis
own gchivities. Then the collapse of
the ARVMN in the Central Highlands
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in theé moin cities of Vientigne and
Luang Prubang, and the splits pro-
duced in the mght-wing camp all
tilted the balsnce of forces in favour
of the revolutionary process,

The Accords elevated to the
cenire of the stage the palitical
stTupgle in Laos, but we said then
that its pace would be considernbly
affecied by the dynumic of the
strugple in Cambodia and
Vietoar, That prediction has now
been confirmed in potion, In respo-
nse o events elaewhere in [ndo-
chana, movements of urban forkers,
studenls, peasanis and saldiers have
recently emerged in ot least te
former right-wing atronghealds

In Vientians there hava heen
demansirationg and sinubl-s:ale
strikes in aolidarity with strugsles
in the provinees. These develop-
mEnLs are significant becauge they
are eompletely now and hive gl
gained the support of the Pathet
Lac. On 23 April an aermed conf
rontation took place betwoen
Pathet Law apd US-fraine:d iroops
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the side of the Pathet Lao,
Om 15 April the National

Agsembly was dissolved. This had
been agreed 10 principle nine montls
before, but had been delayed and
bBlocked by the manoeuvtes of the
bourgeoisic.

* HADICALISATION »

Right acrom Bouth East Asia
there is a coming topeiher of the
strugeles of youth, students, urban
waorkers. peasants, ethniz and
racial minoritics wich the struggls
of the communist puerilias. Nog is
the process of permanent revolution
sonfined to the countrles which
comprizsed tie old Indochine:s
empire 'of French lmperislism, In
Thatland, the Philippines, Malaysia
nnd even Burma the guerilla strug
gles have gained fresh Linpetus From
the Indochinese wiclory,

i enormons sienificance is the
new radicalisation that is being
stimilated in the urban cenires. In
these aress o vanguand role has been
played by the udents end the
youth that are breaking out of 2 .

i to take up the
aokal pHevances of the peasints
And urbdn workers,

Thewe dewelopmenis are all the
EOfT Imporinnl gven the paat
Entory of the stadenits. in Thailand
they were long foled for their pmssivi-
ty, while in Indonssin they even
supported the 1965 Suherto coup
in which hundréds of thousands of
communists were slaughlered, Only
in Malsyeia hag fhere boon any
previons hisrory of gludent resis-
tance toa represive repime.

®* DEMOMNSTRATIONS »

The tourof Asia by the Jap-
cnge Pricse Minister, Tonaka. In
1974 becnme o focus of the studendy’
radicalisation. The prolesis of the
Tha; Malaygian and Indonesisn
students were However not just
dgainzil the sppressive presence
of Japaness imperialigm. In
Thailand, the 1A offices werne
siicked and US bases oocupied, In
Indonesia a general sfrike erupted
apming| the repressive labour laws,
In Malaysiu the demonstralions
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| turied agmnst the university outh-

orities and through them apainat the
regme itself,

In the reglon Thailand best re-
fiecta the new balance of forces.
There were 60 LS boses in Thalland,
BEVen major air bases— from which
the B-32c flew to blitz Lacs, Cam-
bodia and Vietnam—10 175 naval
ports, and 58,000 U5 serviceinen,
[n Laos 20,000 Thai oerceparics
served with the U5 special forces,

It was the defeal of the U5 in
Indoching which stimulated the
radicalization of the Thai students.
This rapidly mersed with the
radicalisstion af the workers and
PEusants Lo form 5 mass movenent
which altheugh confused in {5 aims
led in latz 1973 to the overthrow of
the ruling military junts of Kittika:
chom and the subseguent formution
af o Constiteent Agsembly. Mow
thz unstable regime of Prasit-
Eancha-Wawnt is forced to de-
mand that the TS quits Thailand for
foar of & new maws resurgence, What
15 roTe, the U5 has to agree.
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rouch behind bus as buliets 7l

T o e,
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damarstrations which isd to fall of Kittkaehom ragime
T B SR : L e

intervention in South Emt Asia,
The Phillppines have been so dom-
inated by the US imperialists that it
ik besn serioualy supgested that

| they should be made another atate

of the TTS5A!

In the Philippines afti-colonial
guerills resistance has a history
going back for more than o centary:
and US invalvement has an equally
long history, Many of the tactics
used in Yietnam—sach as fonoect

| urbanisatics, free-fire zones, and

atrtemo hombets—were plonsered
by the Americans in the Philippines.
Abter a period of relabive stubiliky
there amerged both an urban re-
sistance and scattered guerilln
getivity direcied ngainst the Marcos
dictatorship. [n 1972 Mareos was
forced to declare Martinl Law. A
few vears later, he ia desperalely
triving to ‘liberalise’ his repime
Although little news leaks vut of the
Philippines, reports of palitical
irigls show that the regime is begin-
mng Lo be challenged by mass move-
menits in the cities,

~ “# DOMINOES TOTTER »
~In the northiern ynd southern
islamds seports of @ secrel war sHp
past the dictatorship, These show
that entise pdands have been bom-
bed and napatmed. The gueriliss

of the SBindanao Libemtion Fromt—
bt om g Moslem minomity—lave
Lberated several islands in the
southe In the more northery islanis
Misistorientated guerillas, afjer
sutfering an initind setback when
BMarcos signed & frade agrocment
with China, liave also expecenced

& Tealligenoe

The defeils of impenaliam and
the new radicabisstion pluz the b
oreasing morale of the woskers and
peasantsis making the domiseses tol-
ter all ower Axia,

[he Fapanese connot escepe this
Froces, ldpanese caplinl Has s
cerded in penstruting and distorting
the ecunomizs of most of the
sountried of South Esst Asia, T
this econonde penstration la depen-
dent on US military buck-up, The
Us defeat in Indochina throws hig
doubts on the wability of the
Fapanee invescments—and this ot
time wien thete is a new npsarge of
strapgle in Japan iaell,

In the workers' states, however,
the réspomse to the victory of the
Indochinese revolution has been
muted to sy the least. Concerned
above all with the fuiure of it
detente with the TU5A, the USSE
bureaucmacy has consistently tried
1o hoeld Back the revolution L an
attempt to forestall any threat o
peaceful co-cxlatence. The Liberstion
of Baigan was not even meantioned
in the Politbercau speech from the

¥ *

May Dray rostrum in Moscow. Cnly
one banner in solidarty with the
Indochinese revolution pppeared on
the May Dny parade.

® NOT CHINA'S FAULT»

In Paking the response of the
buresucrats has differed slightly,
They have welcomed the victory,
claiming thar it freea the US o
play a "more constractive rdle” in
Asgla: The Chinesa have made it
cloas that if the dominoes fall i1 s
nal their faukc!

The Chinese do not belisve that
revolution Is far export: speculation
inethe capitalist press that a new
comiTontation is on the apenida in
kotea is 1dbe goseip. OF coumse new
demands for the re-unification of

‘the country will be raised in the

South and will find an echo in the
Morth But for the bureaucrscies in
Ching and Narth Korea a new war .
would be oo nsky, deapite the

The efiect of the Indochinese re-
volution has nod just been restricted
tor Asia, The recent successes in the
old Portugeese colonies owe mnch
lo the mspiration of that revolotion
And these evenis played in theis
turp a direct fole in toppling fhe
Tmast ragpme |n

In the USA the crigls in the so-
ministration & a drect resall of the
debacle in Indochixa. This mom
than anydung elss broke the students
s sections of the working class
from chelr previous passivily. That
wTigis hog pow béen compoupded
By the Ulkeration of Vietiam and
Ciurmbhodia

* QUESTION MARK»

(hi 38 April Kisboger sadsl: *One
esion we must lesrn from this 2x-
poricnce i that we must be vepy
care il in fotore on the commit-
e W make, but that we shouald
dcdtour serupulously the commit-
ments wa do make,”

The failure of the US imper-
infiste to Tonour” their commilme-
ots fo the cormpt cliques in Vietnam
ond Cambeutia ploces an enormaus
guestion mark over their ability to
intervene directly with ancoes: iny-
wihere. Thero are voices being ramed
in the US Congress now saying that
rather than fak awnother defeat 1he
L& should mot even attempt in-
pervEntions i Europe, lat alone any-
where else,

The repercussions of the Fictory
of the Indochinese revalution will
be folt throughout the warld, The
only way that the world working
clazs will ever fully repay the
heroic poople of Indochina iz by
the fimal wictory af the world
Tevialu i,
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VIETNAM VICTORY
—TURNING POINT
IN WORLD HISTORY’

After 1945 it was the advence of the revolution in the colonial countries which prevented the real political
stabilisation of the capitalist world system and maintained the tempo of the class struggle when the working
elass in the imperialist countries was passing through 20 years of relative passivity. It was also this revolution
which helped to exhaust imperialism economically and politically and to create the basis for a new revival of
revolutionary conciousness in the population of the imperialist countries. The war in Vietnam was
precisely the outcome of the decision of the United States to smash the colanial revolution, Instead it was the
United States which was humiliated, The Americans lost their first war in history and the U. 5. and inter-
national capitalist economy was stretched to the limit.  This in turn helped lay the basis for & new rise in

revolution throughout the world.

The outstanding analysis of this development still remains the 1969 Political Resolution of the Ninth World
Congress of the Fourth International. In order to understand fully the significance of the events which have
just taken place in Vietnam we therefore reproduce extracts from the chief section ot that resolution dealing
with the Vietnam war.

Eor those who have come into revolutionary politics in the last five or six years it is difficult to understand
the significance of the Vietnam war. Since 1968 there has been the May Genezral Strike in Francae, the "hot
autumn’ of 1969 in ltaly, the struggles and coup in Chile, and now the working class upsurge in Portugal,
Vietnam appears just as one struggle, although a great one no tloubt, among many. Mo view could be more

wrong. Vietnam is not just ‘another’ revolutionary struggle but a turning pomt in the history of the world

e e e

After the victory of the Cuban revolution, the caalnmial
revalution wingueestionably marked tme,

In fact, starting eaely o the sixties the colonial revolo
tion suffered @ secies of spectacular reverscs, The rise o
power of military dictatorships and the momentary de-
cline nf the mass movements in Brazil and Argenlina [ the
two prinvipal couniries of Latin America); the overthrow
of the Lumumba regime in the Congo, the NMkrumah
reglme in Chana end the Ben Bella regime ine Algeria;
the victory of the Indonesian counterrevizlution in Orfobeer
189465; and the milifary defeat of the United Arab Republic
and Syrin in the sixdar war of June 1967 constitute the
main milestones in cach of the epiceniers of the colonial
revelution,

The eoloninl revolution had reached the point where &t
could ELF T further wnless i made the transition into a
suchaliszn fevolution — sed for (hat the subjective factorwas
lacking. {kn ine other hand, American imperizlism. draw-
inmg it own conclusions from she vietory of the Cuban
revolution, shifed more and more openly @ repressing
by military foree all revolutionary movements. which in
its wiew threatened even incipiently to lowch off the pro-
cess of permanent revoluton

Caught betacen the masses secking ackear revalutionary
sorialist solutlon and imperialiam. which atrove 1o crush
such tendencies i embryo, Ue Sukarnos, the Nkrumaihs,
the Nassers, and the Nehrus, who had dominated the seene
in the semicolonial counteies for fifteen vears, reached the
end of thelr era,

Since the formation of new revolutionary vanguards,
gven of the Fidelista tvpe, logged behind this process, the
initative passed for & wholestage to American linperialism
with s ClA-finmneed plots, 155 counterrevalullonary inter
ventions, and i ever-widening wars-of aggression

An preeleration of economic growth b the United Hzates

- B - "-I-.r'

imperiglista could fnanee these projects for fve or six
years— whirh from “mililary  missions’ and “counterin-
surgency” in Latin Ameriea foo the war in Vietnam, in-
Huding the upkeep and expansion of dozens of aic-naval
hases throughoul e world, cost tens of billions of dol-
lars —without opening up an assaull on the lving stan-
dard of the workers i the United States,

The might, sxpansion and arrogance of Yonkes (-
perialism seemed to reach new heighls afler i1z fallure In
the ffties.

The Vietnam war also was the colminalion and, as it
were, e erest of this Imperialist counteroffensive, The
Vietnam war became the turning point in the situwstion,
As ooresult of the indomitablke resistanee of the Vietnamess
masses, the oolonial cevolutlon was able 1o mgroup LS
{forces and stage & enmeback i several Imporiant sectors.

Il eapalating it= ageression agains the Victnameserevn
lation, American imperlalizm almed oot only at blocking
the revolufion's acdwvance in & fegior af ohyilows econamic
and straegle impoectanee | Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia);
it soughl oot only to creabe a “deterrent” against a wvic
tearicus revolition in Asta, which would represent a cntns-
trophe of globhal soops lor the internatianal '.:|:|._|:lE:|':I-EI.|I.$I
swstern. M wanted niso ko intimidate the exploited masges
in all colondal and semleclonin] countries, if not the enfing
workd, 11 wapied 1o put them on notlee by o werrifring

in the woarld and pay & lecelble price In blood and destooe-
tinp fur an aftempr o liberale themaelves from the voke
of vapital. Thus, the ouwleome of the confrentatlon o Vied
nant agsumed cructal Impocianee

Todayw, the milliant revolufionary enthualasm ofthe Vies-
pamese masses, unparalleled in recenthistory, has blocked
the Lmperialiste and kKept them from schieving the pein-
cipal Gblectlves of their appression.

Ar the spme time, & sector of the American boupgeolsie
has recogrlzed wiih dismay thal even itseelozsal resources
are pot suffeint o almultaneously finance the noclear
ATINE race with the USSR the "conventional was in Viet
nany [he worldwide consolidation of capitalism, and the
minimal refarms rnecegsary. oo put i '!'5-‘-’II:'I:'I_|:*ET on social
tensiong in the mother countey el The eeonomic peice
which lmperlollsm has paid for contlooing the war in
Vietnam hee been accelersted inflation, with 8 deepening
crigig i the Inferpational monetare swsbern and anoae-
companying exacerbation of berimperialist contradic
tlons; reduced "aid® to the eolanial bourgeoisie; and & cut-
hack in the "™war on poverty” in the United States. which
was intended 1o defuse the explosive natune of ths Afro-
Ameriean problem. Together with the encouragemaent the
victorious resistenee of the Vielmamese masees has ghoen
o the formation of a blaek ond student vangoard
the Uniked States on the subjective lewvel, the ohjectine
cffects of the war in Vidpam made possible both an un
precedented prowth of the antiwar movement and broaden-
ing radicalization of the block massss, which inconjune-
tiom ore creating the most explosive domestic crisis the
United Szavbes has cxpecienced slnoe 1928345

FAILURE

In the lasl analysls, the fallure of the imperialist coun
teroffensive i= an epxpression of the fact that the global
balanee of forces b8 alrpady too unlavorable o lmperi-
nlism for i to ke able o reverse the trend on il peck
phery, Thers is no question thet the International situatlon
could have developed in a way much more favorable 1o
the revalutlon if there had been an internalional cevols-
tionary leadership able to marshal all the andi-imperialisg
pnd anticapliatist forces In o united front pursuing &
global strategy counterposed to fhe glnbal enunlecrevo-
lutionery steategy of imperislism. Hul even ln the sb-
gence of an efective world revolutlonary lesdership, im-
perialism was unable (o Teverse the bislance of forces, (noe
the maosl oppresded and explodted elasses, or at least their
tost alert seclors, bagan Lo beeome consclous onan jnter-
national scale of the crucial face that io today's world the
heroie fighters of a litle country like Vietnam can stall
the war machine of the greatest lmperialiet power in his-
tory, 4 new and grave deterloration In the Imperlaliat
poattlon began to develop,

Ficsil of all the contradictions and difficualties faced by
imperialism have mounsted ob numerous froms. The re-
vlval of the colonial revolution in Southeast Asle has
been apuered. Interimperialisi confradictions have been ac-
centuated. Secondly, the defeat which imperialism has suf
fered on its periphery hos greatly contributed to reviving
the revolutionary erlsls in the very heard of the imperialist
sysiem, including in the United Stodes itzelf,

The links betmeen the victorlouws reslstance of the Viet-
pamese revalution and the revival of revolutionery strug-
gle in the cemral imperiallet countries ace uhvlous, both
on the subjective and objective levels,

O the subjective level this resistance impelled the for-
matios of a new youlh vanguard in the imperialisl eoun-
tries, strongly contributed to making it independent of the
traditional reformist and Stalinist apparatuges, and helped
it to gein experience and assume inereising boldnessin its
reaselegaly psenlnting clashes with the rradisional parti=s,
with the bourgeabaie, and with the repressive apparitus (TH
the bourgeois slate.

On the objective level, the peonomic and financlal con-
genquences of the Victnam war have aggravaied the dollar
crigle, increased e tensions in the internatonal mone
tary systern, and sharpened the interimperialist contradie-
tigns, hus draining the resasveg whh which the rrlecnational
bourgeoisie could have cushioned (ke efects of the 1964

7 vecessian, [mstead of o polley of ponvessions. the boar-
peolsie, under the pressaes of all fhese economin lactors,
has been forced ln almost sl the leperialist rountcles 1o
prrack the standasd of iving and cecaln iImprovements
congidered by the worckers o e reiablished clghte {par-
fieulacdy full’ emplovment and  frings benellsy This tn
turn impelled & revival of the class struggle in those sec
tores fraest from enmtzid of the frode-union bureauzracy
and shook the relative social stability that existed in most
of the mperinlist countries inihe preceding period.

1 ix ii the last analysis this exacerbalion of the soctal
contradiciions within impecialist zociety — slimulated by the
objective and subjective effects of the failure af ke imper

ialis] eounterofensive against B colonial revolution—



—LABOUR REAPS—
ORANGE WHIRLWIND

The press have pretended to be surprised at the size of the Loyalist victory in the Constitutional
Convention elections in the North of Ireland. But these results should surprise only the blind.
The Labour Government has made retreat affer retreat in the face of the Lovalists. They have
encouraged the Loyalists al every step to believe that they can restore the old political set-up in

the North of reland. 1t has been made clear that the Army will be kept there to give time for the
Loyalists to organize forces to deal with the Catholic minonity isell. Now the Labour Governnent

is reaping the whirlwind.

Ihe Loyalisis have been comsdali-
dating their power ever since the
Lligter Workers Councill general
strike amashed the Sunndngdale
poaer-sharng Assembly & year ago,
I'he parliamentanans- West, Criig
and Paisley—have boen able to déaw
the paramilitary ssctarion gangs
under their wang thivugh the creation
of the Ulster Lovalist Co-ordinating
Commmditee. Whal the Linwalists cun'l
pet through the Convention alone,
Ly will force through with mass
Lovalist pressure on the strests and
in attacks agsinst the Catholics

An indicotion of how events have
imoved m the Six Counties & Uhal
Faulkner, the so-called moderate, was
complately annihalziad. But Faalk-
ners ‘moderation” wos the e PIEESI0T
and bruiality of the British Army
over the past six years. 1t was the
*sofution” of internment. It was the

podicy ol borture agains| the minoniy,

In rejecting this, the Loyalists are
cleary calling Foor Blood,

CEASEFIRE

Morihemn Ireland Secretory
Merlyvn Rees has been manoeuyring
over Lhe past penod to word off this
inevitaiee viclony of the Lojalnls
Hi pobicy hes had two thrests. O

< Hﬂmmw
mine the Lovalizsd by making

proamisss jusi shon of their most

g eRtrene deorands. The most notar

ous miwt hiere wns his creation of
the extended spocial ressrves, which
pul the poromiitery Lovalist thogs
in uniform.

Coupled with this was an atiempt

Lo ersmdt the feswsbanee of the Catholic

minority, He tried this firet through
inoreased represion, Then seizing
on the political ¢risis of the Prow-
sioaals and & cerlain demoralisalion
of the minority, he agreed to the
ceasefira,

'MODERATE BLOCT

With all thess things under his
bielt Rees tlen atjempled to get a

Degpite the masaive vote for the
Loovalists, however, their plan 1o
achigve once again an open Protestant
ascendancy will nol be easily
achieved. The Republicans still have
wide support in the Calholic areas,
amd the vary large abstention in the
election reflecls some of Lhis even ln
voting terms. What the slection
victory for the Loyalmts will do, how-
gver. i to spur on mass Protestan)
nclion Lo take the “law” into their
own hands if the British Government
shows any lardiness in handing
things over.

R |y
Brian Grogan

The last few weaks hawe given us
ancller foretaste of what this means.
For example, Ue Ormnge procession
a fortnight agofor the opening of
the World Orange Headguariors (sic)
saw Protestant Tarlan (iangs running
amok amongst Catholic bystanders.
The response of the RUC and the
Dritish Army to the attampis by Lhe
Cathodics to delend themselves
agninst this was to artack the Catho-
bics

The respoms of ibe Catholics

musl Brelore be Lo devdop Uhear

thes British Arosy and the BUC,

SAVAL

rieks off-Y L]
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The Lowyalist victory brings the
cnsis ot Brilish imperinlism to the
surface ooce agatn.  The Convenlion
wits originully seen 0% o way
timie and warding off the need (o
take any decisive measurcs. But the
Lovalists will now ensure that the
Conventlon cannot e tgnored, All
the talk about the Comvention teing
the *authentic vedoe of Dlster’ will
mow translate iteeli into action.

Without dewbl, sections of the
British peditical partles are prepared
b give i to all the most extrame
Leowralists demands. This position
probably now commands a majority
of the forees inside the Tory Party
and sections of the Labour Govern
ment also share this view.

15 now moreg possible thon gver
to show thar Britich imperializin can
bringg no progresgive solulion in Tre
fand, that the British creation of o
Hix County sectarian state can only
be held together by secinrian Fro
tertant bonds ‘We muost ralze loud
and clear the demand that the
Rritigh Government malke "o
Compromise With The Loyalists’
and st the Botish troops and
Britsh imperialism “Get Cui Now”
Fhas showld be the message whicl
comes from the TOM. ﬁ?‘l
ment Conference scheduled for 24
May

WE ARE on wuncis s7i: g
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Stephanie Cronin of the IMG was
among the speakers at last Saturday's
mapeting called to build a campaign in

defence of the pacifists loriginally 14

but now 15) chsrged with conspiracy
contravens the Incitament to Dis-

1R AHIAH STUj |RELEASE 2 11RAR

ection Act by handing out leaflets
4o British mldlars_

-
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moderabs coalition of the SILIPE, Flicay Fckaing. b et 0t SRR i

J"é.lleru:: and the Alliance Party to

CONFERENCE ON AETHLINDANCY |N THE MEDIA

prezenl’a common front againat the
UL, This bloc never saw the
Light of d:]:r -=|l'll.'ld_1J:| Liftks remamn
it the informal level— because (he
ceasefine bad notl meunt & defear o
the Catholic minocity. To win bagk-
bag Eresen the minority for this
‘moderate’ blos still reguired the
defeat of the Repnblicans. Without

this. keeping the ceagelire going meznt

ihal real conc -.asj.:un: had to e gran-
ted to the minumity, The Brgsh
Army, let alone t."u:- Loyalisls;
Baulked al this,

AL the sqine time the aitempt to
reintroduce the "Ulster’ police, the
BLL, under cover of the Provisional
cepsetive was an abyeowal fallure
The vigilance of the minority saw
mass protoats du’vdup‘ing against the
RUC putrols
*
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Asuplutsonary moarkist lferature in Persion
Ihree Corcepns of thie Russian Seualutian
Trotsky 20a
Impmrial lem aad Pepmanent Seunlotan
Jacomues Valice Ep
Fram Rad Books 87 Caledonian Ad., N1
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MASS IRANIAN JAILINGS IN LONDON

[ Mot content with hounding the Irish population in

| Britain through the wse of the so-called “Prevention of
Térrorism” Act, the British police have just claimed an-
other 21 ‘foreipn” victims, Twenty-one members of the
Confederadion ol Traninn Students have been charged
with "conspiracy ro tregpass” under the notorions con-
spitacy Inws—ihe same laws that sent dhe Shrewshury
pickets io jail.

Their crime? Stapging 2 non-violent sit-in-ar fhe
Irunizn Embassy in Loondon on 29 Aprill to protest the
torturing todeath of nine prosinent political prisoncrs

in Ieom; For this the ¥ are still being held in prason,
bail having been refused when they appeared i court
last Thursday.

It would b an abyious embarrasment to e Lxnian
Eembesiv if i were to prosecute [raninn stadents For
entering.its owin embassy —which, sceording to Internai—
foatal law is ofter all Iranian soil. By adoy che conspirsey
Inws chese stadents are beiny prosececed not by the
lranian Emireey —which has long been ox posed a5 u
front for SAYAK, the infuemous Iranian political police

but by the Birectfor of Public Prosecutions.
! The Shah's regime in branshas bucchered over 3040
political prosoners fn recent yvears, and snothes 40 000

 |MSSION BE ALLDWED
JTOVSIT Fi

political prizoners are held in its tortuss chambers, At
present 50H0 prisooers are on bonger strike against the
recent killings. Lost year Iran spent £2,000 million on
aemaments, and all those who do nof submit to the new
ome-party svetem instituted by Roval Decrea will

alsn find themselves io jail. Trade unkons are illegnl and
striking workers are machine-gunned dovmn,

Enough to move even the Labowr “lefts”. vou might
think. Think again—with a few exceptiois the Labour
Tefi’ is h.e[pmg; becpuse ils alicrnative oo the Common
Magket, n capitalint ‘Little England) precisely invelves
building ‘independent’ tinks with couniries like ran
Feter Shore in particnlar hag been active in promoling
sisch tracle denls.

The Ieandan Students Sociely in Gread Britaio (ofo
10T Gower 56, London WOE ) hove staried a
hunger strike in Londos in sobidaricy wath the 5 (H0
hungpersicikers by bran and with the 21 arrested in
Hritaun, wheo are hunger-striking antil theie release.
They are colling on British spudents and irpde waionmsis
1o help them in preventing the further use of the rep
ressive conspirpey bws by jodning Cheir pickers and seod-
i ledgers of prodest (o the Home Office, MPs and the
derse demanding the immediaie release of Lthe 21,

IMDUETRIER: O i by dupporied oy che NLLL i
wa czfenesce uzen 10 el fdmbEia al dfa=a in the
prircing piihlichizg praw sl s doriing indudria.
Lirdie Cotege of Friming, Fleghenr & Carw, 5F1
Savtiuw ey, a1 10 D0 A 080 L

For jurther ey, plun e egabl or pbearser cres
srean, wrira oo Oarl Garcrs, B S rgnam M. A&E
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can, tre Socwml Soemet wd O Crai's Benidae 11
Fivy, 700w, 1he Tradia Soubeel, Ficady Plem
AHEAD SHI BT BRTIALIST . Labzure i~dupranduri
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L. M. 1Gp Rdlp
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Teiam liedani, vabing, vadikePops, credhie, Sarundeg
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LEa et an M S g Comin 1, st Frer
sl ghorvinn cempon amup Ropgorr Do
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workers protested against massive increases in workloads

an the line under management pressure.

Then it was Dagenham's turn. On Tuesday 29 April the Body Plant was occupied following a week of speed-up walk-
outs and lock-outs a5 management tried to implement cuts in manning levels on "B shifl,

These events are of viral importance for the whole working cluss.  British capitalism is using soaving unemployment amd
short-time working to intimidate workers into accepting productivity drives. The crisis in the car industry is particularly acute
because of the collapse of the world car market. All the problems of under-investment, ancient equipment and low productivity

red weel
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IN
THE FRONT LINE

Ford's British Empire has been rocked twice in the kst two weeks by occupations. Fiest the barricades went up at Swanses as
a productivity offensive so intense that one mam had been vomiting

are now thrown to the fore. There is only one capita/ivs solution — ralionalise or die.

Hntish Leyiand 18 on the poiat of collapse.
And Foni's too is in dire trouble, The shrink-
ine af the Britigl car market has hit Ford's UE
hard, a5 it mainly produces for the home mirket,
Now aw il attempis [o break anto the Puropean
market, production of the new Escort at Hale-
wiond fas reached only GO0 o day — 250 behind
the level of the ofd Escort and 500 below the
level Ford’s want. For manaigement the only
golution is a productivity offensive

Bot the cuts in the manning levets and the
establishment of a 'Lubour [l-::-lll" al Diaieeielo
i the Body-in-White departiment alone, 137
mien out of o total of 500 ore being putin the
poal - = only the [kt step, Ford's aim, whiech
5 the aim of all car manufacoirers, is a smaller,
miare ef ficient and more productive workforee. 1
the present wave of short-time pnd productivity
increases are, not resisted the sackings are cortaim
TE s R R RS R E R R SRR RSN N

OCCUPATIONS -|
A VITAL TACTIC

Recent evenld al Bwanson omd Dagesham have
once agaln demonstried wliy oceepations are sich
a vital weapon m v aesenal off cir wirdkoes
sirugples,

@ ccupations dake the initistive away from the
managemant, who are olierwise shie o call ibe
fuse in terms of when and how workess will be

culled back to the plant afier they kave been lail
ol f bcamse off 3 digpute ln 3 ponticular seclion,

# At Dagenham the ocoupation swiftly chosed
off the KD seciion — the “keeck dowa® section
in which parts are boxed up fof agembly over-
seas - and sealed alf wheels for the Thalewood
plant. A shioriage of wheals could saiith: have
brouaght Ford's natinalby v n hald

B Oocupations provide 3 milltast focos fur
s natioaally co-urdinated campaign Jgainst spoed-
ups amd shenat-fime.

@By involving the mass of workems and operaling
fhrough & demoonatically eherted ocoupalion Comm-
intee, nocupations wnite che whole workforee whd
provide & framework within which the correet
policles can be hammened out {0 meet the crise,

e o it ot o o ol ok e o o ol e e b
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Ford's is the shape of things te come [or all
workers — both in terms of managenyent virat
epy. nnd in terms of the totally impdequale res-
poias of the existing plant union leadership.

Hy introducing the new measures 1o one
shift at o tme znd even Lo individdal secricns
one at & thne, Ford’s hope Lo split up and defeat
the workloroe it by bit. The company hava
already stated thal once it has sorted oul the
Boddy-in White suction. 370 Balcony, KD and

| Weldlng it will lonk at other depamments.

I7 the company sucveiddin % il tacks on
the door-hangers. setters and ol her wechicns L
dispute, it will hive split 1B workforce and
won lhall the fight.  1r will also have o ready-
miade tabour pool to usse as g scab force 1o
push through inanning cuts and speed-up in Lhe
rest of the Body Pland

The ibsex ol e labour paol has already been
shawit when the door-hangers stopped weak,
The men atready teken off the lines were told
by e company to do the work of the atrikers.
Eventually, if Ford's get away with it, the lebaonr
ol will bave done its work, und because they
have no cconomic power those 1o b will te
the Firsd Les face che sack.

Tn tlee faee of mounling sheat-tiose {14, G0%
out of Fords' 52000 manual workers are an
shore-timel, curbacks in manning levels, spesd-
ug aed lay-off threets in every section ol lhe
company, the trode waon official: and the
Communist Party and leff Labauriles wha dom-
inate Fond's Shop Stewards Committces have
domne nothing to organise fhe shop-foor into

building o wriled respons,

They hiree been conlent to lobby soecniled
Nefl' Labour MPs with demands Dor g putlic
inquire and che need for public ownership,
This is the song OF Convenor [an Connors
sinps whenever he's engaged in gving up Ford
warker's hard-won gains o'the company with
ok @ fghl.

| redundancies. Vauxhall chopped 2000 at

Ap out of @ possitle 1000
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A 7 T attacks on employment’,

: s : i As r us takioeg action, however to fight
presenr affecks of the company, the m=2sling
only praduced a resclution which paid lips
service fo puhlic ownership of Foed's. Tr did
not say how this was to be achieved, and feft
the carmpaign in the hands of the union fegde
lauviig the shop-floor aper to the attacks of
management,

I is wbopian nonsehzs o believs that ledt-
talking Lubaur MPs are going Lo 1esolve fis s
aalicm i Ehe car industoy in the intercsts of
wotkors, unless the workers lapnah a sinaggle
Jirss and then demand that chese MPs ALig PO
this aetion if they are ar all serious aboul figh
ing vnemployment. Capworkers can wge clueds
gram independent oction a: a foous for winnis
sup port from other worlkers whe wre alsa Lhn
cned with the dode, as well 25 forcing the  ra
union and fdbour burcaucrats into petion,

Under pressuce from the shoep-Noor ul Lhe
Boady Plani, Ban Connoes was forced ata mn
meeting o 29 Apal fo call Tor san oecupation
amd support for the sectlons in dispute, Bui
workforce had noé been pregarad fod the nng
umae ol an vecupatlon and whar & coteils, an
only a mdnority remained Sehind 1o secure 1
aopupition, Mevestheleas the gates were ban
aded up and cventually nothing could mowe
aroul of the plant.

A segtion of the plant comtliued 1o work
Press Shopl and oo real fight for solldarity
aetinn was pul up by cither the Press Shop
gtewards or the convenur, They gave omneral
sippart o the laid-off workers Inothing atic

Bany weeks apo the umans al Ford’s and J0
other cur plants accepied short-tioe without
fight. Since then ke car firms have bean increas.
ingly sirident in their calls for “volunizry

Ellesmerns Port. Leyland zrasecking 3,500
redundancics ol the Austin plant in Birminghie,
Muny mote jobs bave alresdy gone

O March 1k colvenars, shop stewaris and
urinn officials from =1l over the nalional Ford
comkine loblded Pafipment fo call fisr 8 Govern-
ment ingiriry itto Ford's UK, The aaly resui
waz verbal sympathy from some Labour MPs
who were careful to commil temaelves 1o do
nothing mon: than mentioning the cu '-wfk-.'«ni'1
deinands bo Tony Bean, This dida’t deter Fonl s
in the Jeasl. "

Wow , 45 the Ume coies onee ag2in 100 oy
workers to loak to their eaders to unile Lher
in sirupgle against the emplovers, they got moge
of the same. First the national meeting ol I-:mi_—
ing stewards called by the British Leyland Cofi
bine Comrailtes in Birmingham on 23 Agnl fail-
#d o hammer oul a comuon jobs poloy.
Instead of a clear demand for the noliomaligation
of the entire motor industsy under worken: con-
tral, and demanding worksharing with no Loss
of pav to combat short-fime and sackings, il
coptentad itse1 with chichss phoul gpuabic owi-
erskip and threals Lo combal norevolundary
sackings fn e fuiure,

v =h
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Then it wus the turn of the Ford's nalionzl
ahop slewands” mesting i Covenlry on Sunday
27 April Wich struggles breaking out ot maony
different plandts and the vital need for national
cornpdination only aboul 200 stewards turned
I'he Conlerence wis
supprosed Lo Be *the el of wany 0o raise the
fizht for job scourity and for publiz ownership
of Fords.” 5id Harroway (ATTEY, Body Manl,
Deagenham) “congratulated workers ai Swansea,
Dagenbam and Halewood Tor their stand sgoins
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thiose in dispute) but carded out mo actlon. The
mumber of stewards in the occupation could be
wounied on the fingers of two hands.

The manogement was 5o afradd of & unitzd
opposition that they declded to pay the laid
of f workers for the Mondaoy and Friday for
which they would normally have been laid ofl
bescaurse of abort-tine working, Then Dan
Connors used the mass mesting on May Day
lix wind up the uu-:upaii.ﬂ:l.!

The fact that management hod reversed its
position on not Lidking b0 the unlons sbhout the
munning cuts was good enough for him, Bol
these tolks hnd only come aboul i the first
pluce heciuse ol the militani action of the
wirkers. A resolutiomn Irom IMOG malitant
Steve Harper calling for the contimusiion and
the boilding of the occupation was narrowly
dofeated by 39 votes to 37, wilth masgive
grumbling abstentions.

1% mor that the reformiit leadership does
et want bo fight for no redundancies, or doos-
ot believe that it is possible o mobifee car
workers to enforee this. They dow't biow bow
fo, because they saceept the framework of Lhe
cupitilist market system., - Hence they hove no
real angaer when Ford's say e market has
shnink and shori-time and increased produuc-
tivily 13 mecessary Lo survive, becpise fhey are
teiling the truth in rermy of the copiraling
FVELem.

But the strugple at Ford's i far from over.
The door-hunpgers and fenderfitlers are still in
J.15|.1ulu. and Bl shills rermins locked-out
till & May. The owtcome of last Thursdays
talks will e henrd then and the possibility of
another cocupation remains. i

by IMG car-workers at Dagenham.
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JAGUAR ST EWARDS FAIL TO LEAD STRUGGLE

REASONABLE
'CO-OPERATION'
—=IN SACKINGS |

SHORT-TIME, CUTBACKS IN MANNING LEVELS, SPEED-UP : avery section of car workers
arg facing at least one of these threats. None more so than the workers at British Levland, Tha
recent Ryder Report ‘'made clear that each stage [ of the Gavernment's £2.8 hillion capital expen-
diture programme ] will depend on evidence that some tangi ble contribution is baing made both
by British Leyland's workforce and its management to the reduction of industrial disputes and
the improvement of productivity [which] will inevitably mean a gradual reduction in tha
number of workers required 1o produce a given number of vehicles [Rpdsr Reporr, p.33)

Intensify axploitation and slash the workfores ; that's what Labour’s funds for Leyiand will
depand on. But a frontal assault on car workers' hard-won rights would meet with massive
resistance: 5o Ryder, whose report is going to be a model for other industriss, has anothar
‘plan’. Megotiating and bargaining procedures will be streamlined to ‘avoid’ disputes, improve
“efficiency’, and get better (for the managermentl manning levels,

Hows is this to be done? “The most crucial facter in improving industrial relations at B.L. and
in craating the conditions in which productivity can be increased is; however, that thera should
be soma significant progress towards industrial demoeracy” {Byder Beport, o 42,

Ryder no doubt had in mind the success of Geoffrey Robinson — prominent Labour Party
membar and “whizz-kid® managing director of BLMC's Jaguar plant at Browns Lane in Coventry—
in soliciting this “naw spirit of reasonable co-operation’ from the trade unions. Jdeguar stewards
have been ‘reasonably co-operating’ for years. And a closer look underneath the surface of the
wage increases achieved reveals a record which should serve as 3 warning for the whole trade
wnion movament. Mow read on......

ST T h}r

JOE SAUNDERS

eusr-of-h Aingreases bo 6,000 British Ley.
wirrlers nf Jammr while kecping anather T&0.0

After the 11 week sirike in 1972, many of the
ald Jaguar management team wers replaced, Sev-
eral members of the sirike committes took for-
men's jobi.  Geoffrey Robinson took over s
managing direalor Lo see through the nest step ol
British Levland's plan.

In 1973 the Measured Day Work propasais
arrived. Beltiah Leviond called it ' The Secuns
carnings Plan’ {SEF). Mangegemeni agreed to stop
production while @ series of section meetlng were
feld to distuss the proposzla This led to an over-
whelming rejection of the plan by mass meslings
i the assambly and engines plants

The senior stewards then r=negotisted the

their pay packets.
JToguar slewnrds participated in the decaption.
old® phyment, senier slewnrds at Cowley tele-

phoned a convenor al the Beoens Lane plant
who said: ‘Mo, we are not getting the threshold®.

Ryvdar—aalls for 'g'aiual' mduutiun'_ln waorkfaroe

Mew assembly-lings were buiit, old bnes extended

and modernised, production inecrcased. Qrder

bioceks wana boomimg, specially Tor the Americ
an miarket.

Bl in January the plant leadership partic-
1.1:|u.l.|.'|J i 2 special meeting, American dealers
had cut their order by 0% The monaging
directar admirted that @ mistake may lave
hepn made in increasing production capacity.
And becans: the shop stevwards were involved
im this mistake I'mom the stark, ey had to part
izipate in sorting it our. They sgreed to shord-
tume workbng Trom the muddle of Janusry,

A month lager the full effoct of the crisis for
Jagiiar was clear. The collabarators took anatls
er responsible step. A system of voluotany
redundancies was brought in o cut the work-
feere b 100 per cert. Geofirey Rohirson
explained. "Weare planning For the fefure
there s no alternative to a cutback in Rabour”
Seven hundred jobs were lost

While W00 paid the price for participation
wilh their juobs, the remuinder are still on short-
time. And recent events have shown yel mare
dangers in sacrificing independent organization
and working class solidarty in favour of collab-
oration with the bosges.

Adter Lhe redundancies, monpgemesnt wanted
to speed up production. The slop Moor with-
drew sgreement to the short-time working.
Then the ball gome changed. Jaguar's hroke
their lay-ofl pgreement. Although management

_was ably to dump the gpinl of ‘responsible co

opErebion’ = soan 05 il suited them, it wasn’t

smployees in the dark - with inflation eating away so casy for the stewards,

Finally they weorked oot an alternstive whers
shorl-time working gocs on and evaryhody

When Red Weekly reported the “concenled thresl Works overine each day. It's a messy srrange-

ment trving Lo balance between the needs of
Lhe managemeant and the interests of the workers
Although it was seoepted by a majority voie

You might think this provision allows the stewnrdsjg
andd Lhe workers on the shop foor snme conbrgl .n' I.‘
pyar manapensent decisions. In fact, it means that
the stewards are more under the control of man-
apanel

Although the Orst-S5EP wus rejected by mass
Inae l-l],,'.i\. Che =Enior stewnroas -\'.1I'I.J.I'I|....j a El:-\..':':"t
bullot on the new deal. 1t was gevepted by a 2 to
I magoriie.  The mimimian skilied raps fron 1974

was to bi 154,

dials like this. They sav they are acting in the
best interests of their mencyers in Japoars, The

But the new SEF denl aceepted Lhe resloiciiomns
of the Torkeg” Fhase I pay laws, 30 the new rabss
were deflayed. It oo meanl @ threshold clauss
was written inito the deal. When fhe threshobd was
triggered, laguar management and steward= had a
problermn, British Leyvland policy was against any
lorm of cost-of-living setilemeni. 1§ Jagear was
openly to meel ils commitment, this policy wonld
¢ in mins wicthin & few months. Ever worker in
Brit=h Leyland would wanl the same mindmal
profection for his or her camings against nsing
Prices

The Jueuar stewards were made aware of the
‘danger'. Of course, il would be too bad for the
amplovers to be put out by rising prices, So the
stawards met cthe company gnd together they
wirrked oul g Cresponsible” solution,  Tnstend of
adding the thrashald money o the wealkly wape,
Jugnars would hold onto it. They would then
make a lurmp sum peyment an top of agreed holi-
tay pay. The shop Dooraceepled Lhes arnngs-
ment on the stewards' woommendation.

Jaguar managzement insisted that they were not
paying the threshold ; bt the money paild was Lhe
cxact wrnoent doe wnder the threshold agrerment.
Fheilr adm wag clear © to gel nway with making

puiding privciple o collaboration is; “We ploy ball
with management, management wikl play ball with
as’, The Haeory s that if the shop stewards co-
operate in coforcing discipline, mobility of labour
and soom then the “bariers of mdatrust” are lower-
cd, and management regpands 1o Turther the bes
intemesis of the workers,

Doz it work? The senlor stewards cliim
there’s no arguing with the facts. In Movember
last yenr, Brotsh Leyland pald s workers & £1.80
cosl of living increase, At Jaguar threshokd pay-
ments totulled L2440, which were consolidated
with the bagic rate before the April V975 review.

But there is a heavy price te poy, It's not
aimply a question of principle — dumging trade
umion soliderity and working cimss anily in fuvour
of collaboration with manapement. - Among the
LEe Tamsl Lo sulfer sre the Juguar workers,

Tlee centee of union-managemenl particip-
ation iz the Meonthly Meeting. Senjor stewards
mest with lap management whao present the
latast miarket figuies, orestocsf plang and pro-
duetion targels for disoussion,  This is reported
hick Lin thie jodnl stewsrpds aod finally the shap

fleor — just as the By der report saye it should
b slome. 4
Throughout last year Jaguar was expaniding

deal. The most sipnificant amendments dealr < —— M & L ¥ g g
i 3 o [ .
with the I.c-iI-: of the shop s;-:'x._rards.. The new deal _;,:'I""" . =i = i m
acerpted “the management’s dght to manage’, t oy, =% —— .I'"‘ |l"_'
allowed full mobility of labour, and sc on. 1t also ol ' F p&rff{ TR W
stressed that manzpement decisions must be o o
surried out in consaltoiion wilh dhe shop stewards "‘i' ? o .f_r'_'

Ihe plant leademsbiip has o G2l answer an shady  across the factory, it cansed big divisions among

the workfotee, Whole sections. including the
main agambly, voted pgainst the plan. Shop

stewnrds then hiad to enforee the vole in every
SECLICT.

The 19735 wige review is only the latest
Llesson by bow participalion ties down the wobk-
ing class, The shop stewards are recommending
aeceptance of & 13 per cent rise,  They claim
there is ‘no alternative’ to falling living standards
given the present stabe of the car inarkel,

The resualts of a policy of co-pgeration are
clear. Workers rely on the bosses and Bocept
responsibility for falling markets and rising prie-
8 evan where [he hoss won't, When the crisis
cormes (and it kas) thoe workers end up carrying
the v for cepitalism - with redundancies on
the one kond and wages caten away by rising
prices on the other. The defenders oof clas coll-
aborationiar policies have nothing to olfer
excepl idle boasts — like the fox whe lost his
tnil and claimed he was better off without it Il
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Exclusive extracts from his open letter to the Czechoslovak leaders

(On the opposite page we analyse this document

Copyright: Czechoslovak Socialist Opposition

The enforced dismissal from the indestirial apd @ on the mases, ooa decline in inldlative and

t‘u.'lu:ru_: aplieres of large numbers of gualified

people who have expressed and contlnue bo ex-
peess o different opinion from the leadership is
catsang and will continue Lo causs fnimenss
wamage | think that the working cless and its
mwding role hac been mosally affected, | should
Bke bo be mistaken when | say that the working
ol a5 the most important component and
mominal bearer ol powar in g socialist stobe;
Sl that it is being thoroughly manipulated. It
s Been depmived of what it regarded as progres-
e and has hed 8 different conception forced
ppon il Worker pariicipation in publhc altairs
aed stmte pdminkstration has been reduced 1oz
gl inectfar 38 1t exists at afl.

I my view the mosl seriows conseqEences of
e preseni policy is the faer thar the people
Sawe been deprived of the possibility of dixeus-
ey pariy policy withowr fear, be freely, and
B of malking deeislons about matiers affecting
mocurty

fam farged To concide fhat the Presenrs
Parly dne has been sucecersfully nplemeried,
socia] miliwes kave been successiully desiroved,
Sl mene of the conflicks which fed to the crirx
& e Py and Jociery I8 fiwe Sl [ie. mol
= the years | U6E-69, bul before 1968 ] Aave
Sedn 10 ey

Ihe present leadership bas not led the Parly
and society oul of (his erisis throwgh the go-
called policy of ‘consclidation’ pdopted afier
ik U ke condrery, Lhe Parcy s
srviopmeant has been set back nol only 1o the
Rags prior to 1968, bui to o situstion The like
ol whudch less tol been seen during the whole of
B BEslory, Since April 1965 Lthe Parly, havineg
fadled to sclve the existing crigls, has fallen into
B even deeper crisis, the seriousness of whose
comeiences il bas ool vet Tuly appreciated.

| refuts the thesis that "socinlism can be ovver-
thrown by Lmperdalist bourgeols propaganda’
e latter can merely exploil mislukes and dels-
sseniches in the sopdalist countriea. Such propa
gnda can he deleated nonly by overcoming che
canmes of the shorlcomings 1 explodts. The
above thesis &5 harmiul for it deflects the atien
i ol the Parly snd the socialist state from

NVancsn

which are the major anid lecisive ones.

Undersstimation or ignoring of internal dif
ferences in the activity of the Comiminist
Party a5 the leading foroe in socisty afler the
wictory of the working class leads lnevitably o
B gradusl weakening of the P.grl:,-':':-; influemee

LELER B Rt T B I B R e |

e Hevohutpmary Lol
im recdwediveakia

grmra b Beig i
LR

MG pamphlat with documsnis/snalyss fram 1964,
lint piop| fram Red Baoks, 97 Coledonian Fad, K.

solution of their own shoricomings, mistakes
aned distoriions, and froon Lhe Internal Causes
theseof

{ imitinl enthusiasm, and mainly 1o 2 gradnal loss
pof the voluntary spiril with which the masses
aunched therevolutlon and the building of

| socladism,

The Farty leadership becomes divorced
from the rank and fie, and the Party line from
the working ckess and the people as a degisive
subjeet of power . . . Phe tarses cease Fo wxnder
rfard fhe Partr The Pary anl Stote leadership,
seeing nd othes way oul, resarts to the exercise
of admipstrative power thiough which it m-
poses respect for its line, and the obedignce and
“unilform dh-:ipli:n:" of communists. This is
how power beging o be gxercised avel Lo
whese hands power ought 1o be invested, with
regard to fhelr leading rolz in socisty.

The pronciple of respecting special leatures
and differences in socinlist revolution and socia-
tist eansiruetion 48 Important not ondy in the
implementation of inlemal policy, bl also din
relaiicns Belwesn communln, workerl’ gnd
secialint paraes. Vialalion ol s prnciple can
dasage agd has damaged the communist, social
and also nobiom-liberaiion movantents.

Would it be right for us-to Lestroct the com
fades v Poland on bovw o collectivise Their
agriculture, 8 problem which we aolved a lonp
i ago amd which lws ool vel been solved in
Polamd? And if, in additon, we were Lo con-

airue & Cheary thal they were [herehy consery-
ing capitalism @nd privace ehterprie? Mo, thia
wiolld nead be right, Tor they know hest why,
when and how they will sobve this problem.
Al the same time | must state that it was nod
| right of the leadership of the Polish Unied
Workers' Pardy to attempt to drive us to il

1o solve our own problems, when at that time
all the universities in Warsaw were closed, e
lecturers had been dismizsed from their posis.
wnd there was general disstisfaction with their
poley widcl eventually led to such Lragic
evenis a8 shoofing ot workers, Perbaps the
Party leadership in Podand 40 thal Lime Choughl
that by altucking our palicy and our leader
1Al they would folve thedr own domestic con-
Micts

If there are ta be firm and good relations

he ohserved in praclive Lhat Ehe solulion of
| incernal problems i a Pacty and 8 conntry is
| Lhe exclugive concern of Che pespecrive Party.
| Perhaps & e chronicled in &

constdersd actionsin Yol while we were Leying

|
! barween commrmunast partes, the prosciple should

| resolofion ot g worhi or BEuropesm fTornm of
communist parties. The resalution pasgsed by -
the Governmenl aof Lhe USSR in [ 258 coukl
sarve a5 4 basis

Regarding principles governing the mutaal
relations belween communist parties, a factio-
nal poalicy inslde ancther CP should not be sup-
parted, 1 mean by this the pofions of o growp
which gix years ago fonmulsted a conteplion of
the solution to our intereal problems which dif
fered from that of the Cenlral Comimitlee ol
the CF, the Government and the National As-
sembly, poing us far os mililary inlerventon by

| some Warsaw Pact countrics. (1 am referring to
un afficinl report issuwed by Lie Soviet Press
Apency ot 2L August ] %08 conderning an ‘

pppeat for intervention In Ceechaslovakia v
ke proops of aome Warsaw Pact countries.)

This group took opon itselfl tog grest o re-
gponelbllity without the koowledge of the
guthorities competent io take this step, Al
Lhough Today (hey brandish Leninigen, [hey
have jertisoned the principle of a demoeratic |
majority, They hove gone to exiremes unparal-
bebedt o the communist movament - beginning |
will ihe arfesl-of bading ofhicial represenialives |

| and ending with the gradusl liguidation of the
nolizy pocepted by the people; expioitimg §

| Favporalble Sivation to locpose their own views |
wiaich theyw try 1o pass of T as Marxisi- Leninist
and internationalsl O Legin could onls gise
from the dead for'a while to see everything Chal

1% sanchilied By his mume .. )

| loslzs they ooy oul on all sides that they are

| booral to thie Warsaw Pact, and so o, This |s
commion demapoey. TRl such 3 goeastion ever

| axzse in our Party 2nd State leadesship? Did our
teadeship wiolate this Pact? The exsience of
the Warsaw Pact is given by the neésd Tor the |
collective defence of its members in the event of |
an actack on any ome of them. Our ntfituds (o !
Lhe obligationg sriging froo the aliance is

| expressed o the documents signed by all Lhe

members, a5 15 the stoitude of the ather coun

tries inchiding Bumania. There bos heen no

vigslelien on owr part, This fully sttests o our

interaationalizm

1 undemiand now mofe than ever Lhat Lo
rwtes o persoral power is an amalgamation of
paiitical, ideclogical, srgnisscionnl, cadre and
other inscrwments and inssures wielded prima-

cncugh

rily from a position of power. [1 s not

te agree with this analysis: it i5 necsssary o
owergome This system consciously, Lo Losart il
throwgh legal nocms, prevent. its perpetaation
anal exislence; we ried {o dothis paroally.
Thiz method is incompatible with Marxism-
Leninism, Whal is impoctant ig sol so much the
individuals and personalities whe pul this sys-
tein into operation under the pretext of protec-

ting orthodox Leninism, threscensd by vacows
‘improvers'—although this factor is by no nieans
negligible, It 15 cruciul that the very concept
behind Lthis method of governing based. amonp
ather things, oo manipuisting the mames into
ohedience and disaipline ‘i order that socia-
lismme may not be threatensd —be destroyed
theoretically, organizationaliy md

Mol 1o unmask tds method, damaping 1o
socalism Mo ovoid playing into the hands of

hostile propugnmdists’) means 1o cellivate, par-

| viculagly o the voung generation, und esitable

conformity ant apachy- to nuslute Lhe idea
Uizt confalming, even Lo injusis; suins some
wdwntage for ocmesell, albeail al the expense of
ulhers, not infreguantly of one's closest friend
a- comncte. The idew srd active defence of
lrwokan rlghis is theretore Inliy justitied even
undber stacialsm. | he Paity primarily abould 1up-
held this, anid s leadership shoohi bear Lae
hanier.

The miin confent of this lecter is arended
Lz show mare clearly Ueal oy ‘Friéit’ fend nai
K glone ) consisrs of @ differenr svaluarion af
warr develomimeal than e ore cxpresred 1 e
‘Lersons arf the Crizle Perlod” | December 1972
O docwinent |, ard a diiferent view of the
BECceSHTY fO avercome e weiing and deepoen-
iRy eriads gn the Parte gnd inorocteiy thao thai
Neid by the present feedevship of the Pariy, |
reject the injustice shown toward o and coor-
rades wha tiink the sune way, incuding even
thi use of security. orpans. (In their defence 1t
woild perEps ne more cormect o say That they
are misueed. ) Lo this eonnection it = wearlh
reenlicning the Rot thal the President of the
Bepublic had che habit of placing transistor
raaliog ap the windows helore opening 2ny dis-
sussions, This [ think requires no commeant
and speaks for iiself,

The whaole life of our couni oy is festooned
with webs, nnd chose wha spin them need sns-
tenance and satclion. 1 cannol call ik Grher
thitn by its renl name: it is the misuse of power
and vialation of acclalist prnciples and Party
principies, 1t is o violation of human rights.

informaéni
materialy

il by ik
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Hungary 1866: Russien army controls the strests of Budupu:l 'I-.-.wh.-u waars later it was the turn af Czechoslovakie,

Pance the Rossian Army |I.I:|"- bhﬂ thrown apaing 1he w:_mmcntt. of 1.'..1:||i-;.._|:'5 states! {n 1956 against Imre Mapy's Luwmmcm
during the Hungarian revolution; and in 1965 against the Government of Alexander Dubock in Czechoslovakia. Similurities be-
tween the two men are striking: both spent more of their lives in the USSR than most other East European leaders; both slowed
immeiise courage and honesty. Furthermare, both sncerely believed in the traditions of the international Stulinist movement,
vet tried to break with aspects of those traditions in order to resolve the crippling crises which Stalinism had brought 1o their
countries, and finally fell from power being accused of playing iniv the hands of the counter-revolution,

The fates of these two men were different. Magy, tricked By
Krushohes's promise of safe conduct, was kidnapped to Bum
unia and butchered there on the Kremlin's orders in 15958,
Dubeek was also seized by the Russisn military. Bul hecanse
of the mass resistonce of the Czechoslovak paoples, including
the great bulk of Communist Party members, who held the
lath Party Congress clindestinely in occupied Pragee, Brexh-
nev wis forced to release Duboek and hix ol lengues

Adesander Dubeek would not we with
lmre Mgy, who o still wilified in CF circles throughout ihe
wiorld ae-0 counterrevalubonary. And Duocek still evidaniy
hopesthat the expetled leaders of the Crechoslovak reform
vall be able one-dsy ta return te their places at the
st ol the Crechoslovak Communist Party. He hopes Lhat ihe
ralh of peaceful an ried in January 196H
i by the Crechoslovak Co

ICOME COMmparison

Eradual relorn &la

sliowed agar

miimesl Party

CONSISTENCY OF POLITICAL
VIEWS

Dubcek has muintained & remarkable consistency of political
wieas dunng the last six years. The orlentalion in his present
letter differs very Bttle from his last speech ¢ the Parly Cent
ral Committes in September 1969, He conlinues to defend the
podicy pursued from Jamuary to Aupust 1968, and still sup
ports the Action Programime which outlined the Refarm Pro-
el ol the Prague Spring.

In spite of vigorous attempls by the secret police 1o inthak
date bim, Dulsek does not mince words in describing the pee
sent situation in the country. He axplains thet ‘a deeper and
qualitatively new crisis was brought about by the Auwgusi inter
vention’ {of the Warsaw Pact anmies in [96E), The Husak
Governinent's policy can only lead to *the degeadation ol the
humam personality’, and the woiking cluss “feals that it is being
thoroughly manipulated . - . worker participation in public
affalrs and stale sdministration has been reduced 1o o minimum
insofar as it exists at all'. Dubcek resdTirms his own comindt-
ment ti democratising the Party and state, declardng: "One
connot look upon the Party rank and (ke a5 3 blind mass to
whom the leaders pass down chewed-over morsels for Lhem o
swallow'. He denounces the systematic use of force and coer-
clod agialnsl Lhe working class and ingists on the rght ol oppos
ition (o be freely expressed within the Party

Lhe Sweep and vigour of his description of the present sita-
tion inside Czechosiovalda makes Dubeek’s document a pro-
foundly embarrassing one for the CF leaderships of Western
Furope, who would dearly lLike to forget about Crechoslovakia,
At the meme time there & nothing in Dubcek's letier wiich
Western CF leaders could use to prove his ideological capituls-
tion Lo Lhe bowrgenisie, True, for mvolutionary Margists his
remarks about the Gerinan Socia] Democrats are particularly
cuirageaus: he colls Brandt's polley the "main foree and bul
wark amainst the advance of revanchism and Fascism™ Bul such
views shouwld not lead Britizh CF leader Mel.ennan or his Ttalias
covnterpan Berdinguer to hat an evelid: after all, the [Lakian
CFis sy trying 1o shack up with the Christion Demaocrata
withont & whisper of critizal comment from othee OFs

FATAL FLAWS OF ANALYSIS

Ter Duboek's undentable coumge in faking nn open stasd
againat the Husak regime and cxposing the lravesly of socialist
gemocraey in Coechogiovabia mzl not blind us to the faral
Maws-of his own analysis and perspective.

Inthe first place. while Dubeek defends the geaczal pudils-
cabomantotion of the Keform movement Le does nol anegui
votily defend the teaditions of the Crechaslovak CF ol 1968
He malkeoa it clesr that be is preparcd 1o take The Movember
196k Central Committes rescluliom as "I|-:_. sfarting-palng For
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dubcek letter -g

¥ incvitable th any workers' state while the world s still dominsted

by caplizlisn and whiresthe disappearance of the siate
machine i therefors impossible

With the winniing of freedoin of exprezsion various & fereni
currents ol opinion will emerge within the working class_ and
these currents must be granted the right to organize Lhemselves
ind sirugghe within the mass organisations — above all the
workers councils — po win 2 majorily, Withoul the existence
of Boviets, which bring the masaes divectly lnto the running of
the atfuirs of state, the cendency for the political parties to
become burepuctatized is greatly strengthened.  But without
the right to form polidcal parties, e workers councils inevitably
hecome empiy shells, sines all the key decisions will e taken
nil i Lhe Soviels Gl insude the single pariy,

Today, azin 1%6E, Dubeek hag been unakble to grasp thess
lundamental lessons of the history of the revolutionany workers
(K] ok L E L |

REAL INTERNATIONALISM

Implicitly, Dubcek repudiates the Kremlin's notion of
oternationalism, But to find an alfernativs internationalise
peraprotive wo musl furm Lo the Manifesio ool the Bevalalionary
Sucizlist Party an Crechoslovakia, putlished -*I_an.;n:.,'[u]d}- )
| 2,

Ihis declares T Onratrueele and our crgansation must have an
intersationn] character. Our position & very Hitle different
from the position of the workers in the neighbouring *pooples
democracies’ - and il is above all with them Skl we must link
up — and it is finally little different from that of the people
iy the USSR, whers soclal op presaion & often joined to
oppression of nationalitics — in the Ukraine, the Baltic Bepube
lics, Transcaucisia, =fc, Beenil the polifical awarenes of Lhe
people of these counties is often lower than here, they are
sier pllies, oy brothers, whoare pradually Ercoming our
contdded in strueegle, just like the French and Italian workers.
Just like the oppressed people of Africa and Latin America,
just like Lhe workers of “he whole world”

Agnin the Party of Workers Councils purs forward clearly
internationalist aims 1§ proclaims ils task to be po scguaint Lhe
warkers ol The Warsaw Pacl countnes with our Party's prog

AN IN
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explicitly refuses to deseribe the present regime 55 trarors o
the Ciechoslovak working clas; ineiead he gves them labels
which would allow future coexistence in one Party: he calls
them “sectarians’ and ‘dogsnatisds’. He does nol explicitly
sknowledge the exstence of Communist and Socialist polits
cal prigomers, nor does he demand e releass of such men as
sahata, okl and Mueller, Most strkingly o all, he ulentilies
the Kremlin, nob a8 the caganiser of the counter-revolutionary
forces in 1968, bul pg the Bnchpin of ooy socialiss Foreign
podicy for Crechoslowukia

Dubcek has not been atls to combine a defence of the
Kelorm movement with a convincing amnswer as o why i1l
failed, for to do so would involve going beyand phrases abons
the sysiem ol “personal powe rin Crechoslovakin. The forces
that crushed the upaurge of the Czechoslovak masscs in | 968
werg moTe thon just 8 handful of unscrupuioss polilicizns and
timse-servers: they were and are a distinet sockf ceste of bureaw-
crabs, whose power rests on the socialised properly relations of
the workers' states but who posses sharply different interests
froem those af Lha wirking masses Chimaelves. This point was
thoroughly grasped by the Associztion of the Revaolutionary
Laft. In a memotandum tothe 14th Farty Congress writlen in
May 1968 the groug explained : “These soclal groups command-
ing the nationalised mears of production—the party burcau-
cracy and posschly the coo nomic-lechnocratico plant manager
and the fop Taver of the intellipentsia —can move away from the
conerete intercets of the producers and fieally fum agsins
thenas manplalars, monopolistic employers and social mana-
goms Because this escapes Duboek he is able o indulgs the
fond hope that the problems of the working magses in Eastern
Burope can b resolved through gradunl, peecelel relonms,
without the convulsions of political revalution.

WORKERS' DEMOCRACY

Stove the rise of the Stalins! bureaucracy o che
}JHKR the Lenimist slogan of Sovict Power has been dramed of
15 radical, democratbe contenl by the offigin] Commpunist
Pardes. The Reform movement in 1968 ended press censomship
and allowed 2 free cxpresion of grievances by the masses at
pullic meetings and within their nreanisations. This was
coough to provoks the Warsaw Pact bnvaszion, bul il was s1ill a
fumg way tTom reorganishing the state into 2 system of demo-
cratic workers” councils on the lines of the Soviels of te
October Revalution: and Dubcek, whao has not attempted (o
re-tlunk the history of the revolationgry workers' movement
gince Lenin'a days, setaing the fromework of e 1968 libera-
lisation.

A different spiric is contained in the Mapilesto of the Pasty
of Workers' Councils, writlen in 1974; “We shall prepare for
the eatablishinent of workers” counclls. When the workers tuke
over power in the factaried, we shall nol wait for the workers'
vorncils to b= cantirme:d b the ruﬁn.t:r} of the Infetior or any
other ongan of the peesent regime.” Only throogh the bl ding
- e 1 - - 2" ~ it i vl = . X

rmmme and (o co-ordinale our campaipns with those of aother
parties with similar programmes. We are aware of oaralfinity
wilh the wholé of Batermn Europe.”

The crime of the Soviet burcaucracy does nor simply lic, as
Duibeek’s letrer sugpests, Lo itz rejection of the porficaer, pecul-
e Farias of developmenl Lo socialism in each counory, Tt lies in
crushing the bwsic conrend of proletarion democracy and social-
iag -J.E'-.'Elnp.'r ent in every copniry under its sway. lrscrime does
nit Lie in trying to export a form of development anly valid
lor the USSR, That form of development is above all noe walid
for the USSR itself, und never has been.  Furthoemore, the
politics of the Easl [*urapean regimes are oot sSimply “seciarian
and ‘degmatic’ - the Kremlin's poicy intemutionally has
fremipled on the basie doctrines of Margism-Lenbmsm, ool leas
in its thoroughlr class-colaborationist policy in melation to
imperizlizm.

SOCIALIST OPPOSITION

Drsboek’s lerter will give new confidence o Lhousands of
socialists and Communists resisting the vicious dictatorship bn
Czechoslovakia. Buf be has not been ahle 1o sdvance 3 positive
programme for resolving the problems of the Crechodovak
masses,  There {8 so possibility of o re-tun af the 1968 Reform
mavement baing able to reconeile the interests of the Crechoalo-
vik working people with thosa of the Kremlin bursacrasey

Ibhe choice Tacing The expelled Commundists in Czechoslovakia
iz 0 brutally harsh one @ eicher the road of clandesiine organisation
and ‘strugede for a thorough-going politicl revolution chroughout
Eustern Furope ; or the road of the Gomulkas of Eastern Europe:
the road of providing & laft face (or the buresucrucy in g futare
crisis - s Gomulka did in Poland in 1956 - only to be dis-
credived in che eyea of the masses and finelly overthrown in
ignominy, as the shipyard workers of Poland disposed ul
Cromuolka in 1990,

Whizhever roud is taken by the Czechoslovak Socialits
Cippogition, our tagk mast be to demonstrote our reyalulionery
solidariiy and 1o lake ifts defence throughout the British work-
ing cluss mouosement.
sdacConald
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" PORTUGAL AFTER THE ELECTIONS

Whera the CP has a strong local erganisation and is sean by the mara

Mowr thet the detalled results of the Port ufueate elections are availahle i1 3

the wola!

eSS ———— 1
Although the Portugoese workers
e launched some very advanced
struggles during the past vear, ji
would appear that the slection vate
for the Communist Party - which has
played a prominent role in these
siruggles—failed to reflect its position
in the mass movement. How do you
explain this?

e —

B e fievl place, you must understand
Bl Bhe wobe for the Communist Pary
Faried enermosisly [rom grez 10 area In
e ol struggle like Sefulxal amd Beja, the
ks Lar the CP was quite bhigh.

But you also have to understond the
mwamang of the vole-for the Socializ
Party. This came partly from soctions of
weren caly indifsclly imvolved in the
wwee of stregeles which Followed the 25
Mgl coup, particulady from tioss mot
seetrally involved in production - service
WO, I Eansport and oo On che
wither hand. of coarge, the 5P also pot the
worben of 1'.:1! Pelly bourgeods sectors, the
prolmslonal layers eic a5 well as from
g wanpers who seg il as the hext
pmurantes joday of the survivel of the
pEmsen T capitakist avelan

Whal W meet imporant is that (e
spenly nght wing partes which directly
Seiend the inberests af the bowgesdsic
B Social Democrle: Ceatre (CT351 and
B Popalar Democrats (PPOD)-suffendd
* e Eacidar cetept ol 4 national level

Wiike the clecton wosn't by sny
mewin & victary for the working clas, it
smrtmndy Wik a defeat for the mght.  The
werher won't be damorallied i ¥ ey
o o= sl el slrugeles and de
mandi won't be ot sl &ffecred. That's
s thee problen.

16 feal problem 15 bow to maintain
S wmafy of the workers' mévement after
Eheme peializ, how' o develop it sirepgles,
e how' Lo liceak the bold of the pefosmn-
o Lommenist and Sacialel Parbies thraugh
sewesoping concrnele slogans which can
stvance Lo revolulionary process—in s
Y, i the wosking class, and in the
emamtrvalde.

Ihe events of 1 May in Lishor show
Bt the Socialist Party aims o budld an
s sectoral positon via mass mobilisations
wile the L & trying to retain it weight
and influence in the fiss mavement by
poming & i sole connecting link between
B Armed Forces Movemeal and the
e Ani that will have consequencss
B e wnfaolding of the pevalulionary

FrOCELL
R e BN T
What will be the effect of the elec-
Bon results on the relationship of
forces between the various currents
imide (he Armed Forces Movement

and on the policy of the AFM a5 a
whole?

R U e R e T

Dhesw wre 0 whiolp aimber of currens
imuide the AFM, altheagh many of them
e not openly expresssd ar ar= andy
mpressed very cauliously, Bocauss of
B preseni chose alllance boiween the
faden of the AFM end the politcal
partbe the effect of the oloston mesulis
will, | am suse, be foptrengiben the dent
ke the AFM

Bt wh the same time, el will aso
mud bo u bwily debaie on the politicnl
muy Garward end the concrete poaiibeas
ol e AFM in e political orepg, Far the
e wihch the AFM has been playing up
B8 novw —"aleove”, m% they soid, the senapcloy
ol e pob sl marfics—canol contine

poasible to draw some more specific conclusions abait what they reweal,
The first feature is the undeniahle amergence of the Socialist Party =

the chosen spokosman for an important section of the working class,

While the 5P undoubtedly acquired a lat of middie class support, and avan

voled from resctionaries who saw it as the best bat to slop the Communists,

it abyo received a massive wote in the maost important proletaran areas,

A sacond major fact is the decisive rejection by the Portuguese working
class of the parties of the bourgeoisie, In Lisban For exa rmple, the two parties
of the bourgeoisie—the Cantre Damocrats and tha Popular Democrats—
recslved loss than 207% of the vate lcompared with tha more than ong—
third nationally). But even this pales in comparison with what heppens
in proletarisn bastions. In the industrial district of Setubal just south of
Lisbon (one of the major concentrations of large scale heavy industry]
the parties of the bourgeoisie could only muster a little more than 7% of

The poor shawing of the Communist party nathanally (12.5%) flaws
from the failure of I3 class collaborationist policies to establish it as
& political leadership of the workers movement on a national level

for Long in the tece ol the slralegies of Che
Sovinlist Party and #he Communist Party.
The AFM-that is io sy, the officers

Willl be cbliged 1o make g chsice i this

il obate.

This is mes likely o lead a0 g
strengthemung of the dght in preparstion
for the sltacks the AFM will be drivos by
U crisis b launch on ihe mass movement,
Theesi willl take: tive form of aliscks ol
ilokes and s0 an- &8 was already cutlined
last wenk by Major Costs Martina | dhr
Lobaur Minister]

Another question on the politics of the
AFM concerns the digcipline inzide the
Parracks. Om 11 March it was the saldiers
whia had crganised &1 the base wha were
best able te respond 1o the fasacist atbemp
[ am falking bere about the soldiers” po-
i, and e are a0 oven some afficers
wha have individially tiken up & revols-
onary poaliion Lo the oxtent of miaking
Slademeiits on the radio and b the [Bipe1}
that It is necesmry to &rm the workor

Ths situation cannot st far Byur, and
Ubelivve thet it will be viry impartan to
w2 haw the AFM will rsact as 3 whobe
aual also in jis componeni PaE1E

3 -H ' .'." i & "I'_.'-I
i g -
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Nerws tensiors afier alection results wers seen i svents surrounding May Doy domon

politically advanced workers as a leading force in the stroggles—as in
Satubal and Baja—it did very well, taking mora than a third of the votes,

But in other proletarian areas it did bad)

Porto, the CP received a pathetic vote of less than T4, while the Socialists
got over 42% and the revolutionary Ioft gvar 4%,

The election figures also suggest that

layer of the workers movement hag emurgad wiich is as vet vary amall,

but exists on a national leval. While the
from region to rogion, the revolutionary
This produced some rather curious re

In Castelo Branco, for example, the organisations of the revolutionary left
got more than B.6% of the vote compared with only 5.6% for the

Communist Party!

Una of the revolutionary groups standing in the elections was the
Trotskyist LCI {Internationalist Communist Leagual, Below, wa interviaw
a militant of the LTI, Joao Cobral Fernandes—whe for the last weak has

been speaking along with Ernast Mandal

and down the country organised by the IMG—about the significance of

the alection results and the perspectives

workers ganeral and if they aie carried
thegagh without compensation Lo the
bisses.

Buc the palicy of the Commiandst
Party on nativnalisation k2 completely
different: just to nationalise ceraln
sectors, todemocmtise the date, an
antEmonapaly alliance - whicl does
nothing tw develop the fevelutionany
[ Goess

———

What & the sgnificance of the vote
for the revelutionary lef(?

=

It wag muinly & vote Froam larers wikich
have broken from relormis in a very
secilic way —as 2 resalt el atmagries iy
winch i reformist policies of the CP
hive been shown up. . Al ibe nation
bevel it minounted to 4 per cont. which &
8IL amuzing figure when yau comjpare it
to that for the {#

This vare came largely from wanguard
warksrs who have hecn invalved in the
PIOEE T O Land SErugghes pince 25 April,
"l -, r
£ W

-

LB - . i W
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¥. In Portugal's second major city,

a politically advanced vanguard

vate for the CP varied immaensely
laft's vote was relativaly uniform,
sults in the more backward areas.

&t & serias of anti-EEC meetings up

put forward by the LEI,

laws we s zhile o gxplain gl the major
aints of our proprmme gt bength-an
rnidio and relevision and in The press—fop
exaniple, to explain the svenis of 11
Marck, the meed to arm the working class
Al 4G on.

Geenerally it was an imporianl step
forward for us W ledd well aver 3
hundred meetngs during the campaipn;
wedolibled aur membarship during thia
Himw; mast importantly, it was our fiesi
really conrrelived campeips, and this had
ceitain good comsequences— for instanes,
by the end of the campaign cur newspaper,
Larte Profezarta, was sppearing o5 a
regular basis every wegk,

.

What perspectives is the LCT putfing
forward for the mass struggle in the
Present period?

‘Wull of course we stood in e elections on

the basls that they woubdn'i resclve any

tie Femdamental problems facing the
gy

atration in Lishan |

What is the strabegy of the Commu-
nist Party in this giteation?

The sfratepy ol the CF remakns bazleally
the senie—one of cluss collabatation. Tt
aims [0 sLrongt izl iLs Hes with the AFM,
Chus giving it 2 privilopes) position sgainst
the Sccinliat Party io its manozuvies with
Hic minsses - This es in with e policy of
gridual tanslormation of the glate and of
the: army

The CF will therefore proposs s
niodest messupes of malionalisation and o
oo Bt I will go on—and alresdy this bas
bt wtated Bt w cecent inderew mven by
the CF pensrsl slmetary -Alvare Cunhel
L sa¥ That in the norlonalised s=ctonm ke
working cliss st work hardee, scep op
pratucovi by, ol

I aliser wards, tis CIF ignoces the
b f povis nature of ke state, flnd it's 2
guestion of atelber the worklng class ar
the caplfabists are dominasd at the level
of e state. ‘Thess radonabisatione will
ol R = - clae e A remartbs Al i s

liloz thacse ne Lisnave (the dockyanisl, TAP
Cairline), ete, I went malaly to graups
ke the DD {Maaisti—which even was a
2Rl Ui the Constlient Assembly, OF
course fie slrategy of te Mooist EFups

is nag il different Foen the CF in termg
of slovans eic., butin amugge they sliow o
certin willingmess 1o desper the anti-
capitallst seruggic,

What aboul the vobe for the LOT?

W stacd Iy four districes, oofainiing
total of 11000 votes Thal's not
particakarly signilicant in the eyegall
confexl, bul for ws it means 11,000
poople whio have Laken o consciais degl-
sion 1o Wote Tor pur prograimme amd piosi-
Liace and that's mn lmporient step forwand
in the construction of the Porru s
sxglion of the. Founib Lnlemacianz),

Ioe midn isnporeance of 1he campaicn
wad bl it marked sul & clear tovolutanary
marxist pode b the elections wich Wstine-
th positians balh Fom those of the
reforniEs and those of flee Maoist: aned

working clads: the attacks on Jemocratic
Trecdoins, the consequences of the scono
e cfitis, the econpeme salodase of te
capitalista, ete. The main themes of cur
projiratnene were therefore the defosss off
demnaoratic libegtice. e strugele agains:
Iascist e lion, ngminst the explobtation of
B cupitalist sestem, for dhe undly of the
wockine clnsi in Hg struggles, for the self
i aition of the masses viz bndependent
atmictured, with specilic ohiectives and
deoanids: agninst unemplovment, wnd o
nattpnnlisation withoit compemation and
wirkess" contrel,

Wi advance these themes in ihe warkers®
vt with the perspoctive kath af
building a Gzs3 struggle rendescy ot
fruds vrdoms and at rhe same lims develop-
L independent appans of working class
zrtian,

The lundamental axis of our proemmmme
is the call for & workan” gevemment. a
givermreil of e warkers” nranisitines
with o pragrumime af anti-capitalist
measures Wiicle can develop the nevatuibon-
ur¥ pracess anchecked. We alio put fop-
ward the strategic slogan of = Naticnal

Warkeis' Aszeqbly, snd we st the
necd to develop strizetures which tagar-

ey | QUYL MIHONY 01ayg

Juma Caboal Farfmndes of the LC

O dunl power- the workers' cammissians,
neighbourhood councils s, As an
Ienemediate demand we call for & woveps
ment solely of. the workens® argaistions-
eachuding ihe capitallst ministers of fhe
PRI along with the milltary,

Cine of the key points of gur proe
ETLTEME concefid our attifude fowards
e wrmy - our anti-nilitarise aclivity.
This eentees around demands Tor demosry
i Fighls in the AT, Wige Tscd, amd
explaining {he cancrede taks Lazine soldiers
in the boe of arathe nulitary coup,
Agzinst illusiens i e unity af the Arnsd
Forces Movement we pose the lizity of
I saldiers In (he barvacks— the budiding of
saldlers’ and saibors” conumiliees which cap
InKE up wrth the wor ke’

Finally, condd yon sy something
abourl your work in solidarity with
the struggle againet the Francobst
dictatorship in Spain?

=SS S e

I aus camopademy fof o Undded Socializt
Slates af Europe we consider (s the
highest poinil of strugple lus besn
reached in Spein, whers the sarking
class hus moce aome tremendois advances
Srough the fepional genersl strikes efs
We koow that the eatalilishmien( of clpss
links bedween the Sponish workers” mone
el and s lees iz ol vilal in pecance
in: Juslpirgy o ndvance the strugile o
gacinlivm i both countries as well psan
a Burogean and seen wiorld seale

The imminen! Izl of the dlcla leirship
inn Spadn and the svents which fallow sill
have a tremendosd efleet in developing
an mternag eemalise carselonineds Mo
the wiarkers of Engope. and wilf lay e
basis for o European-wide (al bast)
solilanly campaizn. In the context al’
builiing international campaizs against
the Common Maeket and aginat NATO,
sappoet for the struzggle In Spain- topeiler
with dbat m Parhapal—wibl be v,

Intermational
Marxist Group

{British section of
the Fourth inger-
rational)

97 Cabedonan Rd.
Landan M. 1.
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f ” SOCIALIST EURDPE

Authority summons students

This sharp shout-turn is a clear
indication that the CP believes the
lghl against the cuts is over, and
higpes that un “ordetly’ fetreat will
encordpe the univemEity authonties
te have mercy at the appeals. By

, I lfl &
" l Y . RIS B B

“This s an hiteric snd sppropriste cocasion— today the Indochinese revoiution is vietorious’ . ssid chairman Brion Gragan whan ha

| TWO THOUSANLY STUDENTS
frodm all over the coundry rallied on

! the campus of Lancaster University
kst week 1o demonsirate in suppori
of students victimosed for their

Fhoto  ANDREW WIARD [Repor

opsned the packed Londar ING rafly sgainst the EEC kst wesk. Amang the speakers. who strassed tha meed for international workers'
ml-:u-rrq.- & @ @hwrnstive to the copitalists’ Common Market, wers Ernest Mandad from the United Sacretariat of tha Fasrth Inisr-
national {centre] and Portugusss Trotskyist leader Joao Cabral Fernandes {right]. Full report of Mands! taur next week.

FPrior to last week's meeting of the Labour Party National
Executive on 30 April the ‘left’ MPs had been dropping heavy
hints that they were going to make sure that the Lubour Party's
resources would be mobilised for the anti-EEC campaign,

The special meeting of the NEC - called at the request of 15
anti-Market members--set the scene for battle. But the swords
of the left were never drawn. Instead Ron Hayward. the Party's
general secretary, cracked down. Bluntly he told them ‘that
conference had not instructed him to organise the sort of
general eleciion campaign for withdrawal which some anti-

Marketeers wanted....”

Adler Hay ward s broadside the

mhrevell e out, Fors few

minues the “lefts’ groped around Lo
the oadd word Bean icmaened salend
siiknrido,. who had ied the muach
vaunted omleaght - he had collected
the |5 sipnatlioes-- meekly pot himse!{
forward to st the sirronder. He
humbly moved the sccepiance of
Hay ward’s statemant, and jusi to
rih the “lefis™ noses in the dirt, nght-
winger Mrs Shirley Williams oblipingly
seconded the motian.

The meeting hod lagted exactly 27
minutes—tle shorlesl oa record in
the 7i-yvear history of the NBEL, Nal
cubd single solitary Meft” vored apainst
the Hayward statement. ‘The righi-
wing emerged unscathed from the
battie; the left’ crawled ol delespad
afid demorcaiised,

CAPITULATED

The ‘left” have not just glyven in
o the opht wing, bt have capitalated
Lex the capitalist class on whose be-
balt the right wing are fighting the
re-EEC campaign. Bocause the

BOE PENNINGTOMN |

el have no sllermabive (o the pro
capitaling policies of Wibon they can
oy restnict their opposition 1o
particulsy ssuds and comstrain that
within the parliamentary framework

Adl the rght wing had to do 1o
brimg the “lefi’ to heal was Lo organ-
ise & letter from 54 backbenchers—
anl- md pro-Marketears alike  saving
that no attempl should be made 1o
s cenlral party funds, stall or
machinery v the compaipn. A con-
teived “revolt” Was organised amongst
the steff at Tramsport House, and Lhe
brarri fic vision of a split was held op
before the by now thoroughly £ eh-
tened ‘left’

The failure of the left' 1o crganise
against the central polices of the
Wilson cligue leawes all the initintives
vith tho righl wing If, like medt ol
e “lefts’, you believe in the social
contrcl, which is the cormerlons of
the right-wing's policies, you cannoi
afford Lo risk splitting e Laobour
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Party ot the ERECL The righl wing dno
raf suffer from any such difficulties,
ey lave a coberenl policy based on
serving the needs of & capitalial
Britmin. Furthermore they have a
social basz in the capitaliat class for
their policies

INCAPABLE

The “lefi’ are incupable of hghiing
to put into practice the majoriiy
dectuions of the Labour Party and the
Trades Unios Congress because they
connet fight capitalism, A struggle
apainat unemploy ment, factory
clostires and inflation ne¢ds the mas
ivodvement of the working class,
which entails radically differcni
limns ol urginisabion than those
which reserer the working ¢lass to
marhiamentare democracy. That
invobves challenping parlisment, not
subordinating the strupales of the
warking clazs to presaure on patiia-
MEmnL.,

[ Labour ‘lefis” suifer from Lhe
worst of all worlds, Without an
overidl sodialis] policy Lo counlerpose
to Wilson they cannot moant any
elfective challenge to his politics, but
can only dquabhle on aspects of
policy, or how they sea policy being
inferpreted

lerevccably contnitted to parlia-
ment they dure not take up any fght
that inight loge Lalbour's slandes
mjority.  Thisin turn permits the
Cabinet eligue to overmale the maj-
urily decisimmi ol every signilicand
section of the labour movement,

to be continued ...

DEMOMSTRATE AGAINST
THE EEC

London Sawrdey 37 May

Wate Mo to the Bosses” EEC - Far
a Socialist United States of Europe

Aasamble Hyda Park, Speakars’ Carner
2. 00pm maove off 3 Mpm

Speakers:
Joan Lestar | Labowur Party NEG)
Mick Brudlay {LFYS represantative on HEC]
Pty Taatta (Editor dilitant]
Eddie Loyden {MP, Liverpaal, Garston|
I'be gemanstratiog has b= cailed
by the Lebours Party Yourg
Spcialists.
The MG e be giving the e mgn.
=Fras o o re i | BirErie+

particpatin in the Lancaster
students” campuizn azuinst the
education culs

Five stmienls heve been oxpelled,
five suspended far one wear, and

| heavy fings imposed on over a

Labour ‘lefts flop
again |

dozen othess. This ferociows allock
reflects boih the iatensicy of the
cagh crisiz facing the wniversily
unthorities, and Lhe messures thar
the Labour Governmend will use
agairsl hodh stedents and workers
in education o force through the
new budget cuts

Bul within howrs of the demon
giration dispersing, o Union Creneral
Meeting voLed apainst a moticn pro
posed by the IMG, IS, and the
Young Libersls (1), calling for a 1e-

| secupation to force the adminislra-

tion to drop the disciplinary measures,
The cail was appasad by & motley
comnbinalion of Toriea, Broad Left
supporters and Commumis! Purty
members, although before being
witipped into Line by CP studenl
organter Mike Bloomfleld, Commu-
nist Party members had earbier

|| spoken tn faveur of a re-oocupation.

has beon supported by miliants from

The conlerence wilk discuss amanest

! ather issees the case of John Warboroen,

A London teacker who aus sacked for
i may. Thiscase 15 an exnmple af
the way the ming ¢lass use an i-bone-
s e projudives a5 a wezpan 1o afd
them in vicrimisarioos and liy-edfs Al
that garme G the workers' movement T
mzins confiesed o¥er queatlond of s,
Ld§ nsating splats m ids tanks.

Lhe pog mosrgnent 1o Brifain up to
Jove log pod lod 2 big impact: One
section of If fas contloed De seelvities Lo
walling Tor low refarm. . Whils on nctack an
the lwws repilacing sex iy nisdoublndly
necessary,  change in the law of itself
will change nodking. 11§ wordh remem-
binng that since the law an hompsexoaline
was ‘liberalisad' n 1967, the aunbee ol
darrests Far hamesexaal oees bns increpsed

Even more nproctanily, a gy move-
mient based on law relorm iy iisell ol
oot e poole of lw problans. Fos the
lws has nothing to sy abau? gay wWomicn.
And il is the meed wodesy wacnen's
sexuafify, to tmestonm them bito plogifled
brosading mivchines, thod is ot the raot of
&l searual copresalon, And this Lsding
dawn o wormen is a basic need af the
ruling class A& gay movement that dacs

eopitulating to the university's ‘right”
b discd p]_1:|'|,¢ studenls carrymg out
umcn policy, they have only opened
the way for further attacks because
mede clts are on the way,

Several humitred studenta ar
Lancaster are sciil on rent strike bul
hecanse the rent strike was nat
poditically prepared—unlike al
Surrey where as wetl gs o Tiall
gxplanation of the granits and cuts
campeign studants going on rent
strike were told to expect sUIRMOREES
—it will be more difficult to get them
Lo stand firm ogainst the legsl threats
thit are now arFiving.

students and workers on the cam-
puses will face o néw round of culs
thisautumn A necestary preparotion
o fight thess will be cthe development
o jJoint undon comrmitbess of sludents
and all campus workers to throw
back Ihe umversly aulharities'
offensire. The desies of the CP-
dorninated N US Execulive Lo avoad
this inevitable confrontation can
only repeal the disorderly rétreat
now being seen ak Lancaster

Lancager | MG

GAY WORKERS
CONFERENCE

Chp D011 May there will be the lirsioever conference of gay workers, 1o

the MUT, EEFTU, NALGO, NUPE,

AUEW, ancd NUT among others. This conference probably represents the
HlGE L i.lll._ill.'l'l'l.IILI. ElEp EYED taken by the gay movement.

nat uod erstand tids is noddee Buca
litzral mish-mash.

The Y MO SN Rasever i ol
conepased exclusively of reformiscs.

Ihere have beon imaty olher sinagples, mod
least the agicatian starting in various trade
unions oo 2ot ihe lebous mavement o
light an the guy qguestion, The fomes s
vived Have laced greal difliculdties. Ciben
they meet with hostility sven from would-
e pevHu T odares:

At this weekenils' conferenos the gay
militania muast ot dmply beemoan deele
Labe Thid must get dowo ta the job of
deciding howe proctically the struggiss nom
anlng On LN VRO Unkas can be andled,
arw] Juve Lo Links betweasn the gy question
and the oppression of sll women can be
mnds clear—nod just tn waerds, but alse in
arbian (amd in doing this the experiznce of
lexnian militants will play a cowclal roks).

The gay meveneal must alse prepare
itmelf to face up ta the prowing thices fom
the dghil - A Fortigh! agoin Brodford the
Gy Liberation Frant makilised T0 people
o an antklascisd denopstration,  Last
summet they were present at every majar
aniE-NEF demo. They must po oo fram
thers,

Janici Mills

The article in Mocd Heekly 24 April on

the Scotimh TUC statad that the new
MALGD dalm inocluded a thireshold olawsa,
I'n fact the Special Local Govwernmeni
Croup Mesting leld on 10 April advancoc
a olaim for the corsolidation of axeting
threahalds Lwhich has now baen agreed),
and £10 a week plus & per cant, to be

—

Backad up by indusivial aotien if not met

o in full by 1 June,

Tha wrilce © vaferenco 10 3 oav olaim

CORRECTION

hold for évery one per cent riso in The
Awtail Price Index refarrad 1o the lelington
MNALGO Branch amendment {which was
far £16 per weeli, 1% pir cait threshald
par 1 per cemt rise in prices, and o mini-
i of £40 por waalc). This amandment,
rwsinvmr, v refermesd to the Mational
Local Governmeen? Committes for
consiferatione . This unloriunetely maans
that it will ba forgotten sbaut; the pey
clagm swlaminmad cdoss net inelude any




‘an over-enthusiastic

programme of
Commonwealth citizens’

re-patriating our

tirian Hosde was jailed for life in Glasgow last week for the murder by
shooting of West Indinn Hector Smith, But this murder was no

ardinary one; Hosie, an Orange bigot and UDA supporter, murdered Smith

becanse he refused to pay Hosie protection money.

Wil sealed Smith's fate was the

fact that be was black. Hosic also
just Bappened to be 8 mamber o
the Mational Frost.

In Hoxie's wallet when he was
arreited was found the Following
better fromn MF headguariess; *Dear
meember, Welconee 1o the Notional

Front. We scknowledge receipt o

¥oer subscription and enclose your

merniwmhip card
Acording to evidence in coart,
thee Lagt words Hector Smith herd
were those of MIF member Hoste
aneenng 1o you think voas are n
brave migeer? He then pulled the

ANTI-FASCISTS ACT

Oford’s Labour Councl has fimally decided, with only a simgle v

e fmscisr Mationzl Front fo use the Osfopd Town Hall fior a public mecting on 12
May. To clear the way For the fascisl sum they huve decidied b0 oot the Ohlond
Lommities lor Comemunity Belaiions oot of ihe Town Hall on thot day,

Forturately s Oxford Anti-Fascit Conmiter—a united froai
s organEations - ks refissed do be deterpol. A consisten | bocal o i g,

af looal working

aginmt, o sllow

[ollowing

Bee rout of the NF at the kst clection, lus alerted the locul labour movement to the
Sangsr. Hard work in the unions, (he colleges, the women's nsovement and

Emongst the youih of the fwwn is bringing

rewards Thee Oniford amd Distred Trades

Loanci is putting its full weight behingd Oie campaign. A declaration of suppord has
o conse from Fuskin College students, who liave voled fo turn gver fis Uallege io
B AntiFascist Committes on the day of fe meeting

The desondtration is alsa receiving wide support from outside Crcford. Coventry

s Council has gven its bocking.

Anti-fascist forces From Bimmingham, §ondos,
Swindon, Kesding and Bristod will be there.

All anbi-Tascists showld mespoand T the

all for the demosdintion optside Osford Town Hall ai 6,30 pem. Tlose arving

sy showld o to Ruskin College, Walton Siree.
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wETY PRV V0L can gof-

okl colobratag its 100th issur with the victory of [ 'Wistnam
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CROSFIELD’S

-
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MASS

PICKET CALL

Uhe sevon-wesk-obd sceapatlon against redundancies af Crosfiedd"s Elecéronics in
Morth London b8 lustbng up. Mansgeiani have tald comvanoe Frunk Gare thai fie
BEESpassE o company properly a he has been sacked. They v gl relused bo
EhgagE in amy seriows negeliations with tie ccaupying workers,

The foint Shop Stewards Comomithes have now called Tor a moss plcket of the
fsctory, The call is likedy to e supporited by g mieeting of the Londog Contederation

of Shipbuilding snid Engineening [nons

e Howe, ol the Exscutnve of the Teaiis-

powt and Lieneral Workers Union has pledged TRG support in eireilating fheir
Lomd g based members in sppoet of dwe Croxfield sorkers. The wital bilauking om
the mrnnapord of gooda of the De La Bue Aem, who now owin Croulield's, hos however

mied yed heen inposod.

Ihe Croaliekl nccopation conies agiinst o backgroond of rising unemplaymont in
London. In sreas of Eazt Losdon mtes of unemples ment are as high a8 9 per cent,
wivile in kbeas of North London tates of & aml 7 per cent ate commomi. A recent
Lrvaber London Councll research report sheweed that tie numiber of skilked nasnasl
wawkers in Gasaler London fell by shout 2000000 in the 1960 Adid an inlensve
oieslainglil is being made on the jols of dockers and car wockens,

Tee mass pheket ot CrosGeld’s on Tweaday - 13 May ad 9 a.m. can become a
demonstration sginst the Labour Govermment's prdicy of delibecately allowing

Enemployment to rise in ihe hope of deterring wirkess from fighting For wags inceeses

ik protect thelr living standards agabist {afadion,
Bomations pnd mesalutions of suppart for the occupation should he sent to Cros
ficld Jodind Shop Stewards Fand, oo $ill Haywand, 34 Dreaden Road, London 510

JBLL

NATIONAL FRONT

FASCIST MURDERS

Lrigper

A Few minutes aller the murder
NF member Hosie- described by one
of his co-defendints as "a madien, o
nulter and o headecase’ - remarked:
"Migeers are nolhing foome. 10 jusi
like shooving 8 dog. nigeers make
aood fortlsars

From Badinnie prison when
awalting trial, Hosic described the
murder a5 "an over-entbusiastic
propraninte of re-patriating oul
Comnmonwenlth cioizens’. He also
boasted thatl his podicy was to

ookt emigration starl exterming -

tion’.
This iz the first ime that the
murderous ryism of the NI has

bieen openly proved to be mixod i

BLACK

tactonr in such a trial. Oody & few
manths ago an Edinbusgh UA man
wats gesilenced fooseven year's jail for
posscEsinn ol sell-loading rifles, whicl.
he nilzged, he kept for ponching!

leader Martin Webster addressed g
ukeeling cnlled in the nime of the
Yanpuard Parcy in the Tullls Stres
Diranee Hall in Bridpeton,

It’s just

like shooting a dog, niggers make

good fertilisers.”

Palice whio srrestad him found his
bedreom plastered with NF pesters
and atickers,

When the Bdinburgh NF Oganiser,
Martin Heath, was challenged o
explain this connection befoce a
crovwdad meeting ndilresscd bay
Crideroion jourpalist Marcin Walker

tion’.

"boost emigration, start extermina-

with the sinkter pun-rning and

extorlion rackets of the purssmilitary

UDA and UVF ootfits in Scotland,
Hal it is not che first time tha

the WF itsall has been & prominent

i bdinburgh last year, he soureed
from the meeting

He sieilardy failed to amplify on
the fact that after beine driven ool
ol kshimbiurgh in October 1972 NE

- THEUGLY FA
THE RULING

The dreps of British society st themselves on steiking stable banads at the
Mewnurke! mee meeting last week. The strikers had tded 1o use sit-down
tactics in the middle of the rce course to stop horses going down 1o the

post

Led by Lester Piggote, a group of jockeys—induding Bruce Raymond,
wha rides for TV rental milionaire Divid Robinson — drove into the picket
Former chimpion jockey Willie Carsen swung his sliip at the pitkets, tey-
ing 1o kash his way through. To defend themselves the pickets dragped
Carson from his harse and clobbered him with his awn whip.

Ihe * Laghl Brigade’ charpe of Lhe
jockeys delighted the leals in
Patlersalls and the Members enclo-
slres, who belbwesen douhle scorchos
spend many & happy lour berating
the working clsst Cor its idleness.

Giving the undeslings = tasie of the
whip wis one thing—but scetng ae
of thelr highly-paid lackevs getting &
return does wae too much. . The lay-
abouis buyed m anger and scrambled
to the railinge.  Led by Generol Sir
Handle Feikien; chicf steward of Lhe
Jackey Club, 8 mob dressed in
mililary-sbyle overcoats, cavalry-
tweed twill trousers anif suside boots
waded inde the sirikers;

WELL—HEELED BDOT

Leiss bincculars wers swung at the
plekets” beads, Mose Brothess shool-
iy slicks were jabbed inle the stakle
bnmds The well-hecled boor was pul
tibo more than one puesal’s ribs.

According to Ganeral Sir Rondje
Feilden, chief stewnird of the
Jockey Club; “The idea of reguiated
wingEs is Entamount to telling
Jeremy what ta pay his butler’.

In o vodce mellowed by mony a
ol bl of vintage poct, Feilden wrged
hiz upper closs Jouts fo/gel “souck in’,
M fervently efiaves in the defence
ot propedy, and he equally - believes
i wsing violeoce to delend ¢ He
cxglained; “The lads were trespassing
an privite land. 1P hasd gone on the

whiole crowd would have beaten them

up. I would do it mysell il they wore
on my land.’

An ae-stable hand who for a short
time became o stesplachase jockey
sad: ‘' After roy very first race at
Wincanton, | was hawled out amnd
serpamed at for not towching my
cap bo the owner's witfe, 1o thaeir
eves | was still o stable |ad, and
farelock touching was part of myr
job.”

ol The ruling ciass Ty went liys

_&-

CLA

In that stene of raling class vicious-
ness was nireored all the pent-up furny

‘The Tullis Streei Lodge has
provionsty been nobed for (B involwe
et in the crganisation of awsanlis
o [rish demonstrations in Glasgowe
untt for the connections af many of
itz members with the Orangs fanalic
Tuck Gloss and othor Omngs exire
ises. The then Grond Master of 1he
Tullis Strest Lodge was prominent
o the wilack on the Irsh Salidarite
Campaign demenstration In Glaspow
in October 1971, and was armested
for his pains.

Unfortunately, one of the NFs
ow0sL gricnminent activisis in Celesgo,
Gius Macdonald, prabably does pot
wigh Lo comment on these malias
gither. Hg goes on trigl ne xt week
charged with a serious sssaull on &
left-winges, and rumour hag it tiatl
fre s made 8 judiclows resipnation
{rom the KF

darres foas

tercal ol the thought that the statle
hamds whom they treat like servanta
should hpve the éflrontery o inler
fere with their plessure. A= o city
broker said; “We were hloody angry *
Ancther complained Ditiepy: We

pinid good money for our racing,
Tlese pople have o rght to gtap il

DEMEMNTED

Theeie who believe in the intsinsic
dernncratic and lew=akiding natuce
ul’ Eritish soclety ghoeuld hove anather
look at Mewsmurket, They shoulkl
rernember the savaee demented Tuces
of the laokers, the geacrals unid {he
landewners, Thes should remeiber
how chey wided in with & furennd
savagery thot would! huve put many
Hellz Angel to shame.

W L pialice Jui it thie |
i L nienposed i gEppart
tamm We apologise thd
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