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Lagi Thirsday, 28 June, the French abinet mel in spectl session and issued oo order ‘disolving”
the Communist League, French Section of the Fourth International, along with the fascist ergani-

mtbon, Oedre Mouvean,

Thiz zitsck on the League came exactly one week atter the massive anc-fasclst demonstration of
21 June in the cenire of Paris had eruplad inio viukenl clashes beiween police and demonstralbors,
The puspose of the demonsiration was to prevent the faccist organisstion Ordre Nouveau from
holding 3 pubiic meeting on the guestion of Immigration. This meeting | the Blest atlempt by the
fancists (o giin seme popular support for their movement. was part of 2 blatatly racist campaign,

I'he suthorities insisted on giving the meeting
thewr Tull protection, smd this made a confron
istion between police and anti-fascists Wevii-
able. Alter a long experience of the colkbor-
thon belweess police and arned fasciat hands i
aftacking counter-demonstrators, the anfi-
fuscisis mme Tully equipped for combat and
generally fared well in the fighting. 1na very
dramatic reversal of the usaal toll of injuries,
same T policemen were hospita®eed after the
demonilraticon,

Them b5 widespread fecling terodaghoul the pol
tow fomew thal they were deliberately setoug by

the authoritied te act &5 a trap bor the extrems
ledt, and por give the Gosernmenl anexeuse [or
the represaion of the Leapee, Thert were far
Loy many  accldents | oustakes , dand Hailures
of ecommunication” to be coincidental. As the
leading French daily Le Mande gaid: "Bvery-
thing happened just ag 17 1t was hoped that the
polico would suffer 2 harab defear of the sort
that might make them alter their conception
of publie order,” Whan Misister of the Interion
Marcellin visited injured policemen in hospital
after the demonsiration o of them grealed
him by saving: “You see belore you, Mr, Min-
jaber. & wictim of your policies,”

Farr af the crossd of 7000 who made up the Parls re-
yrom sbucticn rally of the Communist League, held In
tha Paris Sports Pales last Fale sy

Almost seven hours after the end of the demon-
airation, police raided the Paria headguarcers of
the League wilhoul & warrant, on ke abswrd
prelex! of heing in dimect pursiEl ok L
breakers, They immediately commednced to
wreck [he premnises, on Lhe pretex| of carrying
oial & *search’. They found a number of purely
defensive weapons, of the Ty po which any
workers” aigarilsalion i France would réguire
tor protect itself from the rising volume of
armed fascist attacks that have been taking
place recentiy. Aparl Irom those, their only
‘discovery’ was two gund, which an nnknown
man hid brought Lo the headguarlersa Tew
duys before, one of World War [ vintage, found
in an open cupbonrd,

O thuis mrelext all 15 members of lhe League
found in the headguartera were faken into
custody, |4 later belng charged wilh olfen ces

against the weapons liw. Oone, Fierre Rouset,
15 still being hekl i custody,

On the day following the ‘dssolution’, 12
members of the League Central Commiliee
were' srigsied and thein homeg searched, Elcven
of these were lter released afler guestioning,
bad Abvin Krivine, League candidate sgainat De
Caulle bnthe [96% Presidentinl election, is still
in custody al the fime of wriling, He is being
charged ender branoe's infamous “antkrioters
nw’, which allows the crganisers of » demaon-
siralion 1o be held respomsible for the 2ctions
af apy of the participants on the demonsiration,

Government's Fig Leaf

o one bos been fooled by the government's
allempd to cover s repressive drive wach the
fig-lenf of the ban on Crdre Nowveau, The long
history of offlcial encowsgement and obopera-
tiom with the lascisls Ebaves nog douwbl Lhal
Ordre Mouvesu will be permitted to reform
undir ansther name, as they did after their pro-
dlepeseor Oocklent was hanned o L9649, IL 8
only the mibtants of the Communist League
who are beng hounded by the police afler the
eviehita of 21 Fune.

The entire French lefl has comminted o the
Yaime avoumerry” of the government's action —
thal is, they are not gt all prepared fo see the
anti-fascist demonstrators, defendara of the
working class movement, irezted in the same
rEnner a% Lhe rpcisd and anlisemitic rabble ol
the fazeist groups.

International Solidarity

A masaive campaign i defence of the Leopue is
under woy throughout France. All the mafor
organigitiong of the lefr, and the main trade
union bodies, have come out against the gover-
nment ban, and are demanding the ralease ol
Alain Krivine and Pierrs Roussed.

T his guestion is ong of concern not only to the
French workems' movesnent, but to the workbng-
class of all countries, The world strategy of the
ca pataliac ruling clasg ig this period of growing
ecomaymic and socgl crigs mevitably takes on
more and more the character of open repres-
sion, West Germany, Sweden, Switgerlnd
feely nnd Great Britain have all seen importand
ste ps by this direcrion in the recent paar.
Similarly, the revival of the fascist hands is
toking place in many o pitulist countries, The
working clast movenent must Tight back
agninst fascism and capitalist repression where-
ever and whenewer it oeeura, [nternational so-
libarity will be an essential part al making this
an ¢ffective pod victorious sruggk.

Brian Slooock

Since the banning of the Communist League
by the French government on 2R June a nias
sive mmpaizn of defence has develosped
throughout the French working clss move-
meni.

The day after the government’s *order of
dizgolution” was issued, a meeting was con-
vened of the Council for the Defenee of
Rights — a united front grouping logether
twenty ol the most meunant trade uniomn and

* left- Mrlg |_:||_|]|I||.H| groups i Frante, including
the Communist Party, the Sociakise Party, and
the two maln trade union federations, Thess
or@mniztions decided to aponsor 8 MAass moot-
ing in protest at the banning of the Laague, to
take place in Paris on < July.

Publc statements denouncing the Govern-
ment s action and calling for the ending of the
ban have been made by every Lmportant
workers' organisLion,

The Communist Party issued a statement peo-
Lesling wpainat what they described as a i
procedent Tor lreedom and democratic righes”

The Socialist Party termed che attack on the
Leapuk “a new Blow apiinsl demaoczalic free-
derms” aned describsd the simultanecus bann-
g of Codre Mouwzaw as ‘baving as its ety sum
Len claoaive pl]h'l'in opinicen”, they siressed the
ped Cto g topetler, asquickly as possible
all the working class and demacTutic oTganis-
arions,’

The execulive sommissian of the Comrmenist-

UNITED LEFT
BACKS LEAGUE

led trade union federation, the OGT, pointed
ol lh.ll it had *never ceasend o speak oul io
fovourof the dissolution of the fnscat groups,
but, with regard Lo Lhe Communisl Leagie,
‘peoteated atronghy against the dissolution of
ihis groupang,” The Sogiabisl miluenced CFOT
stated that, *Tlhe CFDT, as it bas done on
previois necEsons when this law was used
plices itself pgninst thie decision which consti-
tutes a new escalation of the atlack on free
dom." The lederation of leachers' niions

atated that;

the fagast movement Ordre Nouveao should not
foard anyone. Fresdtom i mdivisible, The dissol-
ution ol an orpanisation of the pxtreme left id a
new threat for all the organisalions of the oppos-
ition,”

A& joint statement by the dhree frade unions

who reproscot the duafe radioand television
employees protested agninst ‘the lying Tashion

in which the Communizt Lesgue was portraved
oo the television news progmmmesof 28 June

Meanwhike, ipterputions] action in defence of
the Leapue ig getting urderway, The Japaness
section of the Fourlth Intéernationa] has already
cocupied the French embessy, and aimilar
displays ol supporl are planned in many
countrics.

It appeara that the Pompidou regime and che
French ruling cliss may bave biilen ulfl more
than it can chew. With n upited defence
cimpalgn of the French lef, and a mass move-

The choson excuse and the fales par- ment of iolernational sohdarity, behind it the

allel that explain the simulianeous dissolution of Communist League canood Fail to win,



COMMUNIST LEAGUE-
PITAL AT BAY -~

The Communist Leagues was formed in the
aftermath af the May 1968 General Sirike in
France, It rapidly developed to become the
most important revalutionary organisation
Prance. During the sprigg of this year, it was
able to lead movements of hundreds of
thousands. Its political impact on French
spciety has resched such a poant that the
French bourpesaisie have been preparing to act
againsi it for some time. The recent clash with
Ordre Mouveas merely provided the pretext

The keystone of the Communist Leagae's
politics has always been an understanding that
the development of the revolutionary move-
ment 10 any country is only part of an inbér-
national process, For thie reason the League
hos always been in the fore of all mobilizations
an international guestions in France. [t has

led the Indoching Solidarity Froni and a whole
series of mctions on guestions such as the
Burgos trials of anti-Franco Besgue nationalkists
in Spain. This & in sddition to its work in
aiding ike construction of sections of the
Fowurth Iniernational not onky in Europe but
also in Asia, Afric, Latin America and

Eastern Europe. This help wns acknowlsdged
at the lasi Congress of the League when

pnessa pes of sobdarity were recelved from
revolulionary ofgansations on eveyy conlingnl

Mazs Mohilisations

Since Alain Krvine's campaign in the 196
Presidential election, the first revolutionary
mnlervenlion on g national scale in 3 European
eleciion since the 1930, the League has led
actions aginst militarism, the police, a
revalullonary electoral and propaganda cim-
paipn independent of the reformist Commumist
Party-Sockalist party “Union of the Left,” and
on every other key political question Tncing the
French workmp class movemenl

The high point of iis activity was the demons-
tration af 200 000, very largely mobilised due
to the work of the League, that took place
after the killing al a young revalulionary
militant, Pierre Overney, by o Renault Security
gusrd. The size of this action siunned not

only the French rulimg class, but also the
French Communist Party, which had pre-
viously depgibed the revolutionary left as g
sma Bl handful of wreckers.”

Working Class Base

The key ask which the Communist League has
always 3el for dseli is the constriction of &
base of support within the working clas move-
mest, But it has abways anderstood the need to
do thison & politfa], not just & trade union,
foundation. It has centred its activily srownd
the need to st wp elected sirike commiltees
and workers stif defence during strikes, and
sround campaigns for union demodracy dnd [0
mobillse mass support for isolated growps of
workers in struggle. In this way it has tried to
prepare Lhe ground so that the next hig up
surge of working class struggle will be able to
overcome the pringpal weakness of May/lune
58 — the faclure of mass working class

abected bodies to appear which could both
organise reslstanee to the state and enable the
working class lo democratically decide the
wiy Torward, [ was this weakness which
allowed the French Communist Party (o head
of T the mevement and divert it into reformesd
channels.

The successes gained by the League in the
trade union field was reflecied in the recent
trade union confercnce of the Leagie,
altended by 800 mikitanls who assessed the
peogreas of the workers struggle in France amd
also the snormous developments on o Buro-
pesn scate. The keadership of the CFIFL, the

second bipgest trade union federation io
France, was forced to devote large paris of
ite recent conference to discussing the pos-
tions of the League, some of which recived
2% much as 20% of the voles cast.

Mational Political Impact

The national political impact of the League
was brought 10 3 new hesght this spring in

the cnormoss movement against ihe recently
adopted harsh laws on condcripilon, This
repregented by far the biggest social move-
ment in France since 1968, On April 2nd
there ware a total of 216 demonstrations in
France, with mone than 300 000 demorstra-
ting in Paris and the provinces. The opening
of the new French Parliament was greeted by
g demonstraticn of over 1 0000 in Paris
aloae. The whole mevement was organised
through democratically eleciead strike commits
tes —a wast atep forward on |968. This move-
ment was openly acknowlsdged by all to be
under the political kadership of the Laague.
The cpitalist press reported the statements of
the League every day. Even the Communist
leadership of the OGT, the main trade union
ofganisation in France, was foreed toapproach
the League for & joint meeting on the way for-
ward For the movement. This must represeni
one of the et occasions in which the leaders
of & mass Stalinist organisation have been
forced (o approach Trotskyists Tor jaint
activity in such an upsiergs.

It is these developments which have aponed up
the posgbility that, Tor the first time in Burope
wince the 19205 a real mass revalutionary parcty
with i hase in the working closs onght come
into existence. I is this which has led the
Freich capitalist clas o open wp its attck o
the League.

WHY THE
MINISTER
UNDER-
STANDS

FASCISM

The French Mindater of the Interior (Home
Secretary ] whose order bunned the Commu-
nist Lengue, has himgelf a very interesting
history. He started his career under the pra-
Mazi ¥ichy government and taught at the
‘Imstitute for Corporatist Studies’ — the "cor-
porate state being o key part of fascism's
official theory, He openly supported the racist
and anti-semitic policies of Petain’s regime atid
was officially decorated by the Vichy regime
for his services.

This was foltowed, after the war, by a spell az
Secretary to Minister of the Interior, Jules
Moch - remembered in France for his uee of
police to break gtrikea. During the 50°s he was
a critic of De Gaulte fFom rhe rgke. In May
‘6%, French Prime Minister, Fompidou, wel-
comesl him with open arme and entrusted him
with the post of Minister of the Intericor

which invalves control aver the French police
force, includiog the notorious CRS riol police,
Mow he could defend ‘the moral values of the
West: Tamily, waork , the nation and arder”,
This iz to be done by strengthening the police
force and by drawing vpon the sendices of
notoricus reaclonaries. Amonpg his more po-
table statements is “We must end attacke on
what smakes our courtry strnng and stable: the
police, the anny, public power.”

Having let looss the cops agninst the anli-
Franco Dasue militants, against workers strik
ing at factogies lke Peugeot, Caterpillar, Lip, to
menticn ooly a few examples, his pim & now Lo
sotash the revolubionary wanguasd by banuing
the Communist League, “France must smash
the revolutionaries, not suffer thein' s another
suying that lias been attributed to him

ORDRE NOUVEAU

RIGHT ARM OF FRENCH CAPITALISM

Or'lre Mouvenu is che lrpest fascst organisatisn
in France, Tt grew out of dus pro-Ragi Ocel
dent [ “The Wesi 'V ales the latier was banned in
1963,

It the aftermath of the spheavals of May s Jume
‘6. the French stape authorioes becams awnre
af the seed Do root the revolulbonaries oal of
their base in the andvesities and oolleges Al
the same finee they were aware that any diz-
cob attack by (he sizie would oaly serve io
strenglhen (ke support of the mass of studanls
for the et Their nnswer &ds 0 enoouraps the
developmuent of fascist proups witbin 1bs
student moyement, and to turn 4 blind eve to
physical assaules by these groups on sevolution-
nrizs ard =t wing drganiaatzons,

Armed Attacks

Huowewer the radicdlization that hadd aken
place ameng students during Mav ' Tuoe meant
thal the tradittenal support for the righl-wing
among studerts had declinsd immenssiy, while
{hie left weas both stranges and more willimg 10
fight back. As & resanlt the fascigts guickly
twrned thizlr atention from lealletling to
launching wrnaed atiacka on colleges known tar
their lett-wing sympalhies

Oine such attack was laanched agaipst a Pas
college in May 19849 by Occident, The raiding
sarty Faced o determined delensive response
from the college stwlents. The raiders wore
forced Lo petreat, but w8 1hey were being

driven out one of thelr number tossed o live
hand grenads, which exploded blowing off the
hind of one young onti-fascist milivant, I was
this treident which forced the auchazities 1o
order the dissalution of Gecident, bol thierd
wis oo wllempt 1o Wdentify and prosecure
thnse cesponsihle for the raid and its conse

G UETICEE,

Cirdre Mouveau

In 1570, Drdre Mouwvean was crasted by the
supporiers of [he former Gecident. Support
and financinl backing was received Trom war-
icus Tesclionaty quaiers inclnding two majoer
French hants y

I'hE guverpment alio provided cover for the re-

e Armed Orare Ao WU s i r.I';rl'n.; e {07
meeting in the Paris Sporns Palece

organisabiodn of the fageists, giving their public
functiens regulir pobice protection. In Mardh
1871 fhdre Mooseaw made o bid fo broddes
s support by orzanising @ mass mdeting inihe
Paris Sports Palace. Despite massive police pro-
tectizn, the meeting drew 8 crowd of ool
20000, comparsd with & gounter demostiation
af 7000, Armed Oedee Mouyean marshals co-
eperatad closely with (he Parls dot polics in
altacking amd bearing counter demonsleapois.

During the recent elections Ordpe Moueau
formied the Wational Front® to try and anite
all the various ripht-~ing elements in oadar to
have the maximum impact inthe election
This bordy had only fimited suocesd howaver,
amel has since fallen aparr.

Racist Campaign

The latest atternpt of the Fascists o whip up
suitie popular enthosiszm Cor their caise had
been the lnunching of a Rimpaign agains
runaway lmmigrotion. Marked by racst pra-
pagnndo Familing Lo anyone who ks seen the
materinl of the Notional Froal b Bricain (with
whom Ordre Mouvenn conskler themselves in
sulidarity ), this cempalpn produced 2 numbsar
of very nasty attacks on immigrant workers,
parlicularly inspaller provineial towna.

This upaurge of fagcist activity has coincided
with 2 number of armed attacks by fascis
tands on groups of striking workers, such as
the Peugent workers during April.

Defend the Communist League

In germdal the teaditional workers” orgahiza-
licans have failed 1o take any effective nitis-
tiwes mgainsl the Uascisi organisations, L Kas
Falten fo the Communist Leape to agilste for
the sotting un of workess self defeose ogninst
the fascst altacks wad, in alliance wicth oths
proup: of the ‘ulimdelt’, lo carmpaign agains
the puble activitiea of the fascists

The Tuscist bunds 2ne secn by brems Lll.lﬂ Ly uisii=
piss and the French stale as playing an imgpor
tant part tnthair strarepy to weaken the work-
ing cluss masemenl. hal1s ane of the major
redsons why they hove dealt with the Commu
gl Leagee in sveh a prooppt and ruthless
Taghion. The defence of the Commurnial
league is the defence of the whole French
working ¢lass movement agaitst the degrada-
tians of fagersm and the capitolist repressive |
machine “Carie Ballor



LEAGUE EXPLAINS ACTIONS

The following are the cenlral pointes mede &y Alain Krivine, o leading member of the former
Corimunist League, in the course of o press conference hald in the League's Paris headg sprters
on 25 June, ghortly after the premises had been roidad by the police. Four days affer this press
eonference Krivine himself was arresied and charged with responsib8ily for the ineidevits that
oeeurred dir.!ng the muﬂ-,."ui:irt demmtrurm.rr. HE i till being held without bail.

—

Let us begin by setting the racord straightl ! we
are not in favour of ‘urban guerilis warfare', the
rufal vanety or any other sort. We don’t be-
lieve that it i& pozsible (o take power by knock-
ing off policemen one-by-one with molotov
cockisils. It won't be 5000, [0, 000 or even
104 (00 demonstrators who will make the rev-
olition, We einploy violence as a minority
when we are ferced to do so and when we are
certatn such actiong will be undersiood by the
masses . . . Only the sction of the masses can
put 3 stop to the fascist bands, Similarly, only
the mobilisation of the mass of workers can
successfully drlve back the attacks of the
piolice and fascist bands against strike pickets.

RESPONSIBILITIES

But we must live up to our responsibilities:
fesciem must be crushed while it's still in its in-
fancy, befare it's oo lafe. We may be young,
bl we have a betler memory than our ehders.
Wedo not want & repetition of what happened
im the [930%, There has always been the same
reactions to fascism in the past: ‘they’re mot

dangérons, there's plenty of time to take aetion,

efc.” . . .. and then one fine day it's too laie.
Mo freedom of speech for racisis and anii-
memites! Since nonz of the traditiona] working-
clazy and democratic organistions will face up
to {heir responsibilitics the revolutionaries have
had io do it. We made Jupe 21 a tesi, 0 nation-
al warning. We showed the way.

Whai toak place was the fauit of the authori-
ties; they allowod the Naxl meeting o take

place and provided it with protection. They
deliberately made their police inio targets as
the protectors of Ordre Nouvean, The state-

ment of Marcellin | French Home escretary | at
Vannes, before the mesting, testifies (o the fact
ihat he was selting o trap, using the police as
guinea-pigs. The enlire press has poinled to the
close collaboration of the police and the Ordre
Nouwvean marshals, both before and after the
meeting,

A DETERMINED RESPONSE

Ordre Nouvean isa tiny Mazi group, but o
{eeds off the development of fascist curments in
the state and the police force, The prmed
bands of capitalisn may be legal (the police,
the army) or ilegal {when the lormer are no
longer adequate). The purpose of all fascist
groups is fo attsck and weaken the working
class and revolutionary organisstions. Thers
#rz no ‘democratic” responses which can ad-
equately deal with such armed sttacks. It s
necessary bo organise Lo defend owrselves, al-
though this can only be completely successiul
with the mobilisation and involvement of the
MEa55EE.

Racist and snli-semilic campaigns spread very
rapidiy and in & hystencal fashion. Take the
cxamples of Grasse where & real witch-hunt
againsl immigrant workers ook place, of Mice
where Ordre Mouveau try to deay the revolu-
tionaries any freedom of expression, of the
Paris suburbs where several Arab cafes have

been physically attacked over the past few daya,

or of the Communist Party offices which have
been similarly attacked ., . . . All this demands
a1 Immediate and determined response.

It is esseniizl to broaden the struggle; we are
not going to play ‘war games”’ with Ordre

Mouvesu We have sei an example. I = the
duty of workers' organisations to follow our
initiative by organising united action of ol anti-
Tascists, withowt any exclusions. In this :.-pi:'i.t
we urgently appeal to all working-class and
demoeratic organisations .

THE RAID

In relation to the raid on our headquarters I
have four points to make:

I. Who declded upon this operation? Why was
a semtence removed from the second edition of
f.e Monde — that which stated that the appro-
priate authority was not aware of the raid?
Who, which officab ~which section of the
police occupied the heatguarters of the
Communist League?

2. Was there a warrant? Mo, Was the raid cor-
ried out an the pretext of being in pursuit of 2
lawbreaker? Yes. Bul why did il take place
&5 howrs after the end of the demonstration?
Thiz excuse could no longer apply Uhen,

3. The raid was conduocted out of the sight of
all thoge whe wers present o the bullding.
Pierre Rousset demanded to be allowed to ol
aerve the secarch. The reply of the police was to
remove hig trousers and lock him up n s small
FOCIL

4, [gihe taking of hostages provided for in the
holy writ of the law? 25 comrades were arrest-
ed | 14 charged for the sole ‘crime’ of being pre-
ganl in the hesdquarters at the time of the raid

. The cops didn 't for 3 single moment act in
a begal manner. They emashed everything, even
trampling on books, I8 was like n scene from
the film “Fahrenhelt $51°

WEAPONS
About the weapons, [t is not owr political
policy to stockpile thees. We are not prepanng

fosr guerills worfare at the moment, that would
be abeurd &t the present time, The reasan [or

their presence 8 simple. Thees weapons were
browght o ue ten days ago by snmeone we did
oot Eknow, Was thisa provocation o jost irre-
sponafbility®  Thoss who received these guns
were afraid they might foll into a trap if they
tried to dispoge of them immediately. They
could have been seized the moment they wers
taken out of the headquarters, They decided
to wait: this was irresponsible but it happened,

Thess two guns (one of which dates from the
1914 warl} were not hidden. Far from it, thay
were found in an unlocked cupboard. We con-
gider this question to be a manor one. All
organisations face mech situnations at ope time
or another (the Commuondst Party, the Socialist
Party and ourssives) . .. . The first to haw been
surprised must have beep Fierre Rousel, As
for the mpdotov cockteils, we do have a few for
the defemce of the centre, which was attacked
..... by Ordre Mouvesw just 8 month ago. The
tesd of our delensive supphies are just bottles of
water and iron bars, that's all. Hare again all
arganisations keep such material in their offices.

FREE PFIERRE ROUSSET

Plarre Rousiet no longar takes part in any de-
moastrotiong {(nor even in the selling of Fouge,
for which ooe can also be arrested) since he ra-
ceived an B-month suspended sentence. That's
why he remuined in the headguarters that night.
His arrest ioan example of the ‘taking of
bostages”. 'We demand his immed iste freedam,
Wi will laxinch a big campaign (o pet it

The 25 comradee arrested by the police and the
14 kepl in custody weres the object of many
raciat, anti-semitic and fascist insults on the
parl of fhe police.

We are slarting a big fund raising com paign 1
pay for the damage 6o the headquarters and to
develop the antifascist campaign. We are call-
ing on Lhe journalists 1o correct the bias of the
press campaign against the League.

The press camipaign unched by the authorities
afier the 21 June demomsiration reguires a
response and cxplimation on ouwr parl.

In particular, it appears that evervthifp was
dione (o unlie the |1II1|';."'E | -:q:lrumil 1om Lo L
demomnsirators; perheps with the intention of
prepering i {ulure VIEOrals represson ol
revolutionnry militanes and the whole workers”
rasvemenl. That is why we are pubficly
sddressing ourselves to you

Afier the 21st youvehementy denounced the
vindenee and provocaine action of the
demonstrafors. Al this fme, we would like

lo remind vou of & previows incident: thal of
the meeling held by Crdre Nouseau on
SMurch 1971 ai the Sports Palace. 8 meeting
which also produced clashes botwean counter
dermonstratoas and the police

Um that occasion you protested against the

fact that the fasciss had been allowead 1o
erler||_l.- arm Themseves and Lurn the .';-'.p-:'-rll_-.
Palace into an armed strongheld. D3 the autho-
rities ke aceount of this previous incident?
Ivot ot ull. Throoghowt the entire morning Gf

2 June the wiould-be Tascists ver= =01 in

peace to build up their arsenal in the

Mutualite meeting hall, That 5 why we were
forced (o seize one of thelr vehigles owselves
and search il . withont causing any damage
whataoover,

In 197] vou also protested againgt the wse of
peelice, aluapside helmersd Ordre Nouveau
marshals, o heat and club solated demonsing-
toes,-On this occasion the fascists turned op-n
groups with their equipment, under proiection
of the police, and Jefi ot midnight ina dmilar

rranner, escorted by the pollee s Garas their
hendguarters, Breervone who witnessed the
mmeeting will corrobarate this, What does 1his

cuperition of the police with the fascisis
signit ¥

The faa of the matier is thal 1he delibesite
collaboration of the police officials with the
fadists was at easl ai glarieg, il nol more so,
thim in 1971, Thal iswhy seare surposed by
the different stance vou have taken

Why do von think that o (his oesasion O is
aidy @ malier of ‘guoraniesing freedom of
gpecch’ and why do you vehemently denounee
‘the provacieors and praltessiona] demagopuss
whe pracrise wanton viclence apainst servants
of the state who are only aircving oul their
Auty within the framework of our amstitutions™

CTiwere can only be twe ek plamibons Either

The follkeadng iv an open lefter wriiten By the Communist Lezgue fo Gerard Mongite, Jecrefary
af the Independent Faderotion of Police Trade Uniors. The fndependent Fedenation rmembers
about B0 of the tolel Frenck police foree in s ranks, The much sraler police unions affilied
fer the Communiyi-tad OF T and the Soclalise Paroy fofluenced CFOT Fave both tued sfefements

wigigning the maim responsibilfiny
cridiciulng the demongirators et Hhe same e,

sau really believe that it is a mateer of defen-
ding free spesch, an opinion you shace with
Chief of Phlice Lenoir: i thook that the
meeting was simply deological-in churacier,
and was nol likely (o *discurh public arder,’
This is false. We are dealing with a campaign
toinfluance publc Teeling in un openly racist
and antksemitic direction. Somethbng with
this claracier is indolerable, and ilkegal oven
by the standards of capitadist law which ike
police are supposed to uphold. Only o few days
ago, militants of Ordre Mowveau from Mice
carried owi such a campaign in Grasse, This
consetonzhy and deliberately helped o spark
of f rucinkist incidents, such az we have nol
scen For a long thne, s came vary ghose (o
causing the lynching of a North African
warker.

O the other fimd, the [ nidependest Feder-

TI’:'E l'_"qJ e feepae s heok '..fn.'.-,l? afier .'1r~' .I.:'\\.iI ||.E' et r.J.frl'-'! A f.l‘a.'. ir ‘gearok’

OPEN LETTER
TO THE POLICE

S wehat Anppened an 28 Juwe te the gughorities, although

v of which You are storaliry, me s

been motivared by the fact that tlus Hime 1 h=
domagey were greater, the balance of suffering
kess favourable, on the side of the police, Bud
vouand your collezgues should ask wourselves
nbout the attilude ind the responsitibt: of e
Ministry of the Interice and Police Headquar-
L.

Firsr of all, by thelr open eollabkoration with
the fageists they wore oul the patience of the
demunstratons, Seandly, on severa] oceasions
poalics cars of Individwa] policemen fownd
themselves islaved alonp the raule of the
march, This kappened so often that one must
auk i thew were not being used cvnically az
ball dn the hope of sioing ofF serious meldents
Artacks on twao police wehicles . have been
exploiled by the sensafionalist prags, The

di vl ul :I g r| nl car, perl haps |.'u|1|q.-~.tr ickon,

deowe into the demonstiation satrering the
crowd, one demonstrator suflering serious
injury b0 his begs, The other car turmead upal
the head of the march, which could be seen
approsching From the distance; that is, he
had plency of thme to get away  This car
s attacked, and fhe police in il badly
burned, But many eve witnesses an oonfiem
fhat il was the marzhals from the demonstoa-
tion who rushed o the aid of the policz, even
when osie of ther drew his plstol in pnic.

Il seems 1o us that the authorices responsiblz
deliberarely plced the police in exposed
positions and exploited the inc dents that
regiilted to creare 3 witch-huntatinesphere
gpuinst the revolutionaries. Af o time when
the anthorities arg using Crdre Mouveats
upninisl the revelulionacy proups, the bomses
unto of the OFT against sinkers, they are
ulso attempling to strengthen the fasciscs
surrenis within the polize,

Things musgt be spelled cof, We clashed writh
policemen whi were engagad in phoysically
protecting a fascist meating, We are nol arang
thiose whe believe that the police force w@n be
reformed .., We believe that the policeisan
instroment of represson created by the capita-
list ¢lass for itsown wee, Asa resull we think
that (he police by its very nature must support
the Bosges apainst the workers, and protec
fascisls against revolurionaries, But we don't
old each individusl policeman resposible for
the role of the police as a whale. Thers are
ammong them the sons of workers, smuall Fag-
mers, shopkespers; who hawe joined the pobice
nat out of choice, but becaus: they were
delven to it through ungmplovment. The au-
thorilies sre today counting on the face that
the indigoation of the police will betrer pee-
pane them to intervene agiinst the workers .,

Finally, in swmira tisn, twe questions, Do
vou Lhink it is 4 normal state of affaica thait
vou are required o protest Cascists and inler
vene ggiinst & ikers whe are fighting for
botrer wapes and working conditions? Do vou
naol think that those who didigured: Richard
Chzshaves and ure still unpudshed to this day,
these who 0 increasing numbers loss live
grenudas inte arowds of demonstrators, thoss
who heat and murder in the polive stations o
ihose who use their jobs as o cover [or while
glave tralficking and drug smuggling, are
prisaacily responsible for the discredic of the
pirkigeT

Political Bureaw of the Communist Leagus
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On June Z8th, 1973, the French government, alter 3 special cabinet meeting, annourvced the
dissolution of the Communist League, the French section of the Fourth Intermational, and
proparad 1o prosecute its leaders in a 'special Court for State Seawity,” This isone of the
fenw instances since-June 1968 that a revolutionary organisastion has been declired illegal, As
such i1 constitutes the opening of & new attack on the revolutionary monemeant as s whoke
and reflects tha gravity of the social and political orisis whidh & contronting the Fronch
ruling class.

The attack on the Communist League comes on the hesds of the latter's combative oppesi
tion to the French fascist orgamisation Ordre Nowveau [Mew Order). This orgamaation
aitempied to habd a mass meeting in the centre of Pars to mobilise sepgart for an openly
racist campalgn directied against immigrant workers. The Communist League was vital
enguring a vigorous counter-demongiration in the courss of which the police opanty ap-
peared a5 the defenders of the Ordre Nowseawu, At the end of the day nearly seven hundrea
fascists, dressed m bleck unlforms and black hedrmets were escoriad byd armad policermnsn in
thewr black unilorms and riol shields 10 2 plee of safety, Thisis the first fime since 1934
that the French pofice has come to the aid of the fascists in such o blatand way, Ordre Mo
vy bas, over thee l8st i Been parficular ly active not only in hounding and planming
attacks on immigrant workers, but also in srving 25 strikebreakers Tor the French bosses by
openly atfackmg plcket Hnes

The Insenationasl Marxist Group, the British section of the Fourth Internationgl sslutes the
militanis of the distived Communsl Leaque and congretuletes them for thair ol
agatnst the fascigts. The rae of a new extrema—right is not smply 4 French phenomenon. 11
i 8 process which 5 Eking plaoe ma nember of ooortries in capitalist Europe and 150 reiait
of e groswing instability of the apitalst system on both an ecohomic drd peliticsl Byel

POMPIDOU.
OPEN LETTER

To

M. Georges Pompidiou,
President,

Republic of France,
Paris.

Dear M. President,

We are writing 1o you to protest against the action of vour government in “'dizssolving™ the
Communist Leagues.

While many of w would not agree either with the politics or the actions of the Communist
Leapue. we should like to point out that the working cluss movemeni in Europe cannot afford to
be neutral on the guestion of racism or fascism. 11 has suffersd too much in the recent past lna
number of countries of Evrope at the hands of fascism to ignore the dangsr

We would therefore like to associate pursclves with the Socialist and Communist Parties, (he
C.G.T. and the CF.D.T. and all other defenders of civil Hbarties in France, and wurge youo most
sirongly 1o withdraw the ban imposd on the Communist League,

ROk D

Phillip Whitehsad, WP for Barty Marth
-

Eric Heftar, MP for Livarpool, Walton

Norwan__ Ak o

Morman Atk irgon, MP for Tottenham

Michaal Foot, MP for Ebbw Wale Frank &llaun, kP tor Salford

DEFEND THE
COMMUNIST LEAGUE

25 sych it has to be seen in the light of the increasing repression and attacks on demacratic
rights which the bourgeois povirnments themsalvas sre launchmg throughout Europe. The
banning of @ Magist group in Brandt’s Germany, the misw laws apainst immigrants in el
demoncratic Sweden, the legal harassment of strikers in Britain together with the role of the
army in Mortheen Ireland, the rise of the MSE n Haly, repression in Switzerland, ara all
pointers to the growth of tha strong state in 8 period of rapitalist decay.

Iy this situation the sttack of the French government ohthe Commuanisd League does not
come a5 & surprise, For the lest two years 1he growth of the Commanist Lesque & the

ki ge<t &nel most powerful organisation af the revolutionary left in Wastern Europe has been
worsyirg the French bourgeiosie. The role af the Communista Lesgue, earlier this sgring,
in the magsive mohilisations of school students agasnst the army and-itsections ‘n defandirg
these mobilisations against the fascists s public Enowledge, 1t was only a matter al tire
balora the Gaultist realme intervened. The fact that they have actad against the French
saction of the Fourth Internaticnal becsuse of the lattar's initisthes against & fascist orga-
nigation isan indicaticn whose importance will not belos on the working class mavarrent
in France. Alrsacy protests are pouring in from many quartars,

Theaction tannet be alkwed o go unchallenged. The 1MG appeals o all working cless
organisations lincloding the Labowr and Commahist Partses) 1o support & campdign in this
couniry 1o gel the ban on the Communist Lesgue Hfted, We'csll, in particular, ool
socialists and revolutiongry organisations to join inour acticns Gn this queation which
incluge a pickat of the Frencn Embassy this weekend, a public meating in the followeag
wimk and 8 demcnstration an Saturday Tth Juby.

International Marxist Group, British Section of the Fourth Intermational — 28 June 1873

Iichesd Foot

Eri: Hefter

Phitlip Whitehead

Frank &laun

We would file to urge militants from all parts
of the country to take an active part in the de-
fence of the Communist League. Actions will
be taking place bn every arsa.

| am intemsestad in partleipeting in tha defence of the Communist. Leaguse.
Feame
Address

Talaphwona

| wrloiss £ 1o aid the international defenca campaign.

Send to: | WLGL, 182 Pertarwilie Ad,, Landan M1




