March 1977 No. 6

ELECTIONS &
REVOLUTION

]
[ ]
-
]
a
[ ]
#
#
&
¥
L
¥
L]
¥
&
'
™
#
[ ]
L]
L)
L]
L]
L
L]

Monthly supplement to
Red Weekly

Only reaently in the posl-wer period has the
guesiion al whether revolutlonary socialists
should stand candidates in slections cersed 1o
be& an acedemic one. With the vast majarity ol
revolulionary onganisations only numbering
dozens ol members and perhaps a few hundred
supporars, the most useful tactic was o work
alongside members of the reformist paribes, o
alect the candidates ol those parties while sl-
multanecusly making revolutionary
propaganda.

Since 1968 thal slivation has changed. In
most European eountries the membership of
far laft organisalions now ruks inte thousands.
In at least Iwo of these countries — iteky and
Spain — these organisationz have lene ol
thousands of membars.

Furliharmore, 1he numbser of imoss who ane
prepared 1o vote for organisalions to the el o
the Communisl and Socialisl Partles B no
longer tlny,

The 500,000 people who voted fior the far 120
'Proletarian  Democracy’ slate in llaly, the
200,000 wha voled for tha axirems el in
Poriugal and the 600,000 who vobed for Trol-
ekyial candidates in tha last presidential abse-
tione In France ame still In & tiny minority
compared to the mulli-millioned vole ol the
relormists. However such numbers ol volars
pra significant in comparisan with the number
of active mambers of the refarmisi parties and
indicate the patential growth and devslopmant
of ihe organizations of the far lall.

In Britain, tha Labour Party Is much stronger
in lis domination over the working class than
its counierparis in tha rest ol Europa, and the
far laft much waaker, Naveriheless, the som-
hined membership ol ihe far ledi organisalions
slill number thoussnde and & combined and
concared electoral intervention would resuli in
beng of thousands ol woles.

Thus all the theorsticsl and practicel prob-
lame of standing in alecilons are being posed
again lor the revolutienary soclallsts,

In soma countries this has meant the revival
of traditional snarchisi argumenis agaeinsi
runining In eleciions on principla — the policy
ol the PRF In Portugal is one example of Bhis.

Howewer, avan whan revalulionary participa-
Hon In slections has besn recognised as comaci
gnd Imporiant in principle, thare still remain
very imporlani guestlone of taclics to be
decided: wheather 1o run In carain eleclions,
whare to mun &nd whethar Independenily o in
alliance wilh other organisalions.

This lesue ol Batiie of ideas is devoted Io the
hlstorical sxpedence ol the mevolutionary
movemani and slactions. DOUG JENNESSE, an
American Trotskyist, conshders the alechorsl
Iactics pursued by Lenin and the Bolshesiks in
the firet arficle. In the second ALAN JOMES
looks at Ihe experience o electorsl taciics
developed by Lenin and Troisky after the
Russian Revoalution,

Lenin as Campaign Manager

I'HE FIEST EXPERIEMCE of the Balshevik
Party with ebections was in 1M when the Craris
regine atempded 1o call elections for the Duma — the
Fusssian pane for parliament,

[ waan't @ parlinment Like those of Wesern Buropse
because Russia was not a bourgesds republbic, Rusala
w5 miled by a Crarise manurchy shich was making 8
cancession to the revalutionary upiuarge by Bhaving a
form of parliomert, with the alm, however, of
maipixining the macarchy,

The Bolsheviks wilised the mgiks of boycoiiing rhe
sdections 1o thie Dumh, and the Duma was seepl away
by & general sigike lo Ocrobher 1903, The tecic was
advionzaly wceessful, and Lenin larer so analysed it.
The bosweorl was consisfen  with  che  phjeciive
sopditkans and rhe revolutionary possibilities in che
sounery At the rime, which male it wromg b rely oil
the parliamentary ractics of a mone sable period

In 19%, when elections were callad apain, the
Balsheviks again hopooreed the elecizen, Later, Lepin
ndmited that this bayeow had begn 8o creot,. The
Halsheviks had fziled to recopniss e ebblng of 1he
revoluiionnry. OpsuTge a5 Aean &3 Lhey shonld hnve,
nixd toomake the necessary 1adtical adjusiments, It was
A minar ractical error, Lemai Wrolg, DAt an esToer
nan=heless.

The Bolshevik hoyoaor did oot sucoeed o ssdtpding
nelde these slecrions and the Dhama =a3 eilablighen, Tn
n few maonths the Czarsl povernment felr o owas
necessary. b disband this Brima and ser np a new oae
thas wauld be mose loyal, The gavernment called fos

mans et et e il 1T Thic 45ms the Btk sl s

Bolsheviks were elested 1o office as depucies in the
second Deima

In June 1907 the secomd Duma was dissolved.
smashed hy & coup d7a and the Social Demoralic
deequriies were arrested and imprisonsd, Mew dections
were called foc Movember 907, At this iime A SIrong
ulera-left faction within the Fussian Secial Democraric
Luobpur Party (1o which both the Bolsbeviks and the
Mensheviks belonged), eonbraclog the majority of the
leaderahip of the Bolhevik onganisaton, ook che
pasiikon thar thess elecions shoald be bavcoied, Cn
the basis of Ue ikperiznes of the sscond Duma, which
had Been asashed, and che sucesssful bayeot in TS,
they said that the parry shomld not parricipate io thess:
EhnLions,

Lemiin was Lhe only éeniral Jeader of the Balsheviks
who Javoured paciicipation in rhese elecrions. The
ualira-lels Bolsheyiks wete defeprsd. and the parly ran
caraidates, with the Bolsheviks haviog a few Gépulics
dhiced Lo e thied Dupn.

I'he thilrd Duma lasesd uoril 1912, when elections
wers called again, far & faurth Thima = the kst Duma
before the February 1917 revalarion.

Boasise there -i5 more written abawet che 1912
slacrions chan the previous omes. a&n examination of
these will dernomsirate Lenin's approach Lo election
ampaipns and b panicipation of (ke Bolshesiks in
o pitalis: packiaments, Unlike the elesions in 1906 and
1907, the 19T electons were held daring a - rapidly
growing upsarge of the working-class movement,
Consequently, 15e apparrunities exisied for a larger

mamannandn sFFansius thoams e e neasnsarn pleefnse-ns A

wiote an artlcle encitled 'The Election Campaign and
the Elegtion Platfarm® whick saps o 15 opening
piragraph; *The elections 10 the Fourth Dama are due
i he held pext vear, The Soclal Demncratic Party
moast launch ifs elecion campalgn & aace ... Incensi-
fied propagandsa, apitaibon, Aand orgonisation are ao
the prder of the day, and s forthooming elecions
provide & natucal, imevitable, lopieal “preese”’ for
such work” (Lenin, Ciedecred Works, vol. 17, page
I7R). 1o other wacds, the elecrion campaign was to e
the cetire of the parry’s proqaganda o Tensive.

Lenin then peess on to explain che impacanes of
rhe election plasfarm. 1L is noi created mpacially bor
sertion times, hut fows fram the peoeral pro-
gramme of the parcy amd the pogilions thar the parcy
has estzblished through the experlencs of previoos
years. Then he skates:

‘Yery often it may be uzedul, and sometimes. even
cseenital, 19 give the election plarform of  social
demnacracy & finishing tauch hy adding 2 brief general
shagan, o warchward for the slecrions, stating thi mosl
cordinal issues of currend palitfm] practice, and pro-
viding a most corvenient and miesl immedials poetesl,
as well os subiject matter, Tor cemprehensive socallal
propageanda. [n our epoch aoly the fallowisg: clar =
points chn make up this walchword, this geresal
slogais (1) o rspublic, (2 conTiscaion of all landed
eapales, and {3) rll'e eight-hourday' (ihid., page 281

In Januore 1902 (the elections were to be held i
mowemberd, the Bolsheviks adapled an  eoction
plarform - along the lines proposed by Lemin. T

tmirimrtmr =k e alasctimn rarraiem csnFentes1 sl rhe

The launching af Provda was o majoc viciary for the
Bolshevik Party. [0 became the principal insrument
Tor publicising the elecbon campaign and popularising
il progracite, Begding the articles Lendn wrate ai
thal time, one can see thar he viewed the promotion af
Prewds and the koilding of the dection campdign B
an oterllpked process, He wrde  comprehensive
aiticles mhowt the paper, discussing how mamy pew
subscrihers chere were, haw many were feonl che
warking-class districts, e, Then he aonlysed what
paris of the country the subseriprions came from,
whas proportion of subscribers were workers, and s
an. He followed he deveiopment of the paper very
chosely along with the development of the sbection
SRILPpAARIL,

Al thay Hime rhe shection laws in Rusala were
gxiramely restrictive and discriminaieey, denying the
mniority of pewsants and worksrs the vote. In
Adddiiion, the laws were vers complicated and hard o
understand. In che welon of bis Hopraphy of Scalin
ggvering rhis  peripel,  Trousky  poinfs por that
‘combining  paiostaking eientlon fa details with
nudaciaus sweep of thought, Lendn was pracically che
omly Marzist who had boroiaghly snsdisd all che
passibilities and picfalls of Siolypin®s elecrion laws.
Mor anly was Lenin the paity’s expert on the election
lows, bui he was il <ssenes the ampuign director,
Trossky wriles, "Having palitically: inspirad the elec-
tion campripn, he guided 1t cechoically day By day. To
bl Pegershurg, he send in from abvesd arveles and
inscpactipns  and  chosoughly  prepaced  smissaries'
{Trarsky. Srafin, pape 2131 That Lenla functioned as
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& wr Sad i proec of the nrewpapey End the ghrsth
« ey mestenbip of the party. When the elecisim
wery ey, b wrone deiailed dadastical anglvees of Che
semesy of the cleciom including the vores (hat cach
mr y recere
be workmng-class dastreers, only Socinl Democ
wr wore gleoied, mclading six Halshewviks All sid
Boduberwih elactid 1o 1he fowrth Duma were workess,
o of whamm Bad been very aciive in rhe itade union
voemend and had plaved l=adang roses m . That was
st i7oe of the Menshevike Only ooe or two af Lker
rvin depaties were workers

bii the e round of sfections, the givernmeid usid
ang or anolher prefexi (o desgualify workers &L B
ausnber of (actorses in 5t Petersburg, This Lriggdred

muwpr demonstiralions by the workers in siappart of the
righil 1o vole, Chetr right 1o have an slection, and thei
righi 1o have their own deputies. The Bolsheviks were
m thse beadership of those demonsirations. As a resul,
some of he Secthors in these districts were mvahdaged
sl new clecibons were held. In soch 4 ssiuatkon, one
=an salely say, advocales of boyootiing the elections
wold mot have been joo popalar  asmong (hese
wiprkers

The thirteen Social Democrain depules opeTabed,
ui kas in the beginning suages of panicipation in the
[Dwuma, 06 0 comman caaeus, On the opening day of
the firs session of the Feurth Duma, the joint cancus
refused to participate fn ihe selection of o presiding
commiltee and o presiding chairman. This Scton was
indicative of the policy that the Bolshevik deputies
were i take for the nesi two-and-a-halfl years. They
spoke on the Moor, miroduced exposés about the
conditioms of the working class, demanded answers
from varioss governmeni mingsters aboial why things
weren't being dome  better or  differently, and
participaied in commistess. But they did w0t heip work
o leaislarion or pass laws, On almoss all the bills ghai
came before the Duma, they abstained from the voie.
When cccasionally a law was introdueed thar would
hove @ ceriain benefit for the working class, they
would vare for il Bud that aocurred very, very seldom
in the reactionary Druma

Alhough the Bolshevik deputbes were conboually
harassed, sometimes suspended [rom sesmons, oOc
casionally nrresied, usually interrupied and heckled
when speaking on the Duma feor, and continwally
iziled By the Cmrisi police, they were still abée 10
function, Al the Duma deputies of &l parges wene
supposed o have mmmunity from arress; they coold
gty he convicled by a erinl of ithelr peers, that is, by
the Duma msell. Bul the povernmesi continaously
ieied booser iF B ocould violase 1he immunidiy of the
Bolshevik depalies. When the govermment treed this,
howewer, (e inAsses woukd imervene with demossia-
ticns aned lbmdi the power of the gevernment.

Amy infringement of the nighls of the Bolshevik
depuitics had o profound radicalising effect on workers
who siscerely believed thad their deputigs shouls no
wilfer such indignities. The Bolshovik ceputies had
somlimeous condact with the wotkers in the factosies.
They visied the faciaries, and sorkers sem delegn-

ms i the depisties’ headguariess. Bodavey, vne of
itie Bolshewik depanies, wroid inany years laer: “There
sas not a single factory or workshop, down g the
mallest . with which | was not connecesd in somwe way

whies" | The Baodalrviicr im the Teonind Deamid, [oiler-
el Pubiher, sew York, 1925, page k)

Rerworn sssions of the Duma, 1he Bobhevik
demuniey extensively towred all The working-cinss Areas

ralking to workers, gaihering information and,
phave all, doing ivermal pamy work. L1 o5 inapomant oo
seanermibes chay & this time the Bodshevik PROTY was
umidergronnd, Even nosmall liberal bourgenis party.
he Caders. was officially illegal, although it didn't
operate underground. The Balshevik Parly couald poc
operaie & 8 legal polisicad party. Bul 5is deputiss i the
Dwra, wikase members had a oertaln neegsure of kegal
samding, immunity fram arrest @nd a ceriain resped
— o onky respect, bot read AUEHOTICY AMONG masses
ol workers — were in & strateglo pasitnion 10 do party
WK,

Thev condd do ceriain kinds of work much more
epsily than members who were underground. They
helpsd arrape f(alse passporis, set wp conferences,
raized Tunds ard worked on the newspaper, HBadayev
describes how  Lemin urged Bim 1o work ono ine
newspaper and do inrernal party work. He deseribes a
myrizd ol gucl assignments tha tsese Bolshevik
depusbes carsied o, Their main respoasibilicy was no
pRssing begislation. baut carrying ol 4 large number af
pdher Belivities thar wouald be the pormal fonskon af
amy revalulicnary pany. -

Lenin oot only played the prncipal role i inspiring
and preanising the eleciion campaige, bur be abso
Slayed a key role in the acivity of e Bolshevik
fraction in the Duma. There were several mesings in
Cracoew between The Central Comemittee members ol
the party’ and the Duma depaties 1o discuss wha
shavald B¢ done, Badmyey recounts the resulis of one of
{hese meetings:

W rerurned from Cracow, armed with conerets
practical immructions. The general policy o be
fedlowed by the “'sin®” was cleardy gutlined and also

A F, Badayay

mmmediate work o be done outnde the Dams, etc,
Coming, as we did, from an entirely complicated and
hesdile snvirommenr, this direol exchange ol deas with
the leadisg membees of the party and above 8l with

Lemin was of the ubmosl impatiance Dof g5 [y
page 6] :

When thé Bolshesik depries were Tirel slecred o
i Dhima, Lempny seil epch of  them a long
guEstonnne, with qusstions: probng ngarly svery

aapect OF the chectol campman: aw mesh sippor
fiad thiey received [tam ihis faction or thar Faction]
fow mnmy imbetlecsaals sapporced shems how many
warkers-supperied them; what issues were Taised
hesides those thay were in the election plasfarm; how
were [he varkmas paris of the party platform accepied;
what were the argumenis that were raised by the
workers; whod  were the guesiions ihat were riisedT
He =aid, in effect, 'l want each of you & (@l out &
quesiinnnoine s thal we can decide what we should do
nexi andl bow (o improve oar work m tbe Diema’

KErupshava, & leading Boldheowihk who was alsd
Lenin's wile, wities in ber memoirs (hal Lemn sofme-
femees drafied the specches (hat the depiaes gave in the
Dhmiea (Brupskavid. Nesinsceands of L[oma, page
I27). She recounts some of the spesches. . particularly
thorse on educklion &nd on [he snaaion 10 che sohopds
iin Bassia. I's imterdsting 10 lo0k over Theee spesches
hecawse the speeches Lenin wvote For deputies in the
Dama were guite differemst from most of the articles he
wroie Tos Prowds or ihe letbers that he senr io party
membere. He wrote sach in o way that oould be
undersiond by the pecple he was irying to resch.

Yery Witle coverage was granted in the baurgeois
press 10 rhe Bolshevik depuries and of course there was
n< television or radio then. The only way thal a sapeech
in the Duma cowld be widely ciroulatied Lo Lhe workers
wis by publishing il &% a pamphlel, prinliing cXcerpEs
ol i ds & leaflel, or printing i & Preved. Sinee Tomy
thowsand comes of Fravols were sold every day in the
working-class distinicts of 51 Pelerabucg, that was the
principal way the speeches go1 out, To hear what their
depltics were sayviag (o the Damn wis 8 good reason
for the workers 1o buy (e paper. In ibe eves of the
workers, they wemen't jusl Bolshewik depuiies, ba
wiete looked an &5 1he workers” deputics. That was she
conmman phrasé inall the propaganda language of the
time, the warkers® depwiigs. That's: how the Bol-
sheviks referrad 1o Lhear deputies, and Uhac's haw ihe
workers releresed to théan,

Tha Fourin State Duma fn sessian.,

Apother probiem wes that n Bolshewik  depary,
Roman Malinoveky — the head of the fractien in facr
— whe & police agenr; he was o Crarist cop. In his
puosition, be was of sourse responsihle for the perse
cuticn and.  imprsonmeni of many  Bolsheviks,
including the execiton of many, Bar becanse of the
disciptited manner in which the fracrion funcrigned.
he was forced to speak for the line of the Bolshevik
Pamy. When, ar first, he rrisd g0 deviure & lictle fram
the line, e sofren his position om this or that guestion
& liarle. Lenin would quickly nare if, aml be'd be
hrowght 1o arder quickly by the frazion. Malinovsky
hecame one of the best speakers iT meie the best
speaker — far the Balsheviks. He was ane of the best,
mas aggressive amd ouwlgoing speakers for Lthe
Bolsheviks n the Duma and he did a Bt of pood

As Im any parkiomentary [raciion, the Baolshesik
deistbes were srongly suscéptible o ihe pressures of
adapring o the parlamentary evbronmeni. There
were more than o few instances when Lenn wroie o
theen, urging rhem o dake a sharper position sn mapos
guestbans. This was particularly true when the Fisst
Warld War broke out in 1914,

This wasn't the only problem the Bolshevik deputics
faced. Af the time they werp eleied, they had been
warking together in a joigl Dema cinscus with the
Mensheviks. Buot . pulizes differences berween Lhe
KlEnsheviks and ke Baliheyiks, nol oniy in he Dima
caucs, bulin the pary-as & whebe, bad Deoome 52
sharp thar witlin & year afier che elctions (e
Balshierik deputies formed rtheir awn clucus, o fhe
jaine Duma eaveus the Menshasik deputics atempred
1 muzele the 538 Holshewik deputies by placiog them
woder "maiacity” dissipline, A definitive splli gecurred
beween e Mensheviks znd Bolsheviks thay swas
pevdy hepled

This spliv had rm be expiained 1o the class
conscons workers, naf o massive eRMpEIED was
taunched o sodicic ke suppars of the - workseTs:
colléerion of peritions: debsies B0 facrories heiwsen
Bolehevik ard Menshesik deputics; articles in Pravof,
amd 5o on. o oiker words, the posiior of e
Bolshevik demuriss war used 1o exposs the Mensheviks
before the muasses, 1o drive 4 wislge berween Lhe
mnsses and the Menskoviks, and this they did very
sipecessfuily. They poinled oul thar the Mensheviks
more and more warted io adap 1a 1he liberels an tkis
or rhar cuestiar, They weate abour it in cheir papn
and rhey 1alked (2 the workess abaor i, and withan 4
fow wesks i became viveial clear thar the Balsheviks
erjorel Tar muore sUpacrr among the wackers than the
Mersheviks

Badayey =vinae thnr amang the class-eonsomas
worsers, the Balsheviks had beresen 75 and 99 pr
song of (he suppats: s Mensheviks, the s For
sxampie, e Batsheviks beld 8 majorics ul"_:enr-: an

propaganda work, He wos forced o besause af the
way the fracrion operaied and the way {ne parry
aperated. This shaws tiar a disciplined party cart
easily be destroved by police ngemis.

While Malinasaky was sill a depuil¥, there wis o
shifs i the hiecarchy of rhe polioe depariment and his
guperions decided o poll kim cut, Seddenly one day,
he lefi. The Bolsheviks bad oo wasning whorsoever,
There had been & few suspicions (eal he might be &
cop, bul basically there was pa waralog. He jus ook
aff b some cabier country. OF course, the fact that he
juse Lefy Tike thar greated @ big seapdal and Lhe
Rolsheviks Lad o be able o Answer . They
denpunced his and kicked him et ¢f the party, B
there was gl no praof that Malinovsks was ac ageol,
Tr was mever prosed uneil aller the ceyolation whe (b
Boisheviks obiained the Caarisd podes Tiles: When b
rerurned 1o Russia afler e revolation, hé eas
execuied Tor his roleds o palise pgent.

% om epp (hal e Of the besy =camples < 2 paclia-
mignrary Fraction of b socinlise party was worked ous
b the Baisheviks, e did @ e spiie of tressendes
r.l'F.-:-_-.:.-f_-.';;-:, Aespiee @ ponr aliective Sieation, ard
chekreie BMe face Phae e fead ol see fracfion wos o
predive gpens Trinr'sa lal better than whar the German
seviatise movemenr was able 0 da e Thar rime unds
mmiazh moe auspicious condicians

Witk the satbrack of the Fisst Wegle War and the
enlry af Russia inia the war, ke Holshewik dequlics
held Gicnt Li ||,l"l|l\.:_-|g t wate Tar war credics in Lhe
Dures. Fhey weded against the war credits and wulkad
gal af U sessinn, Fisst they acted joirtly with the
Mgmskieviie: larer they kadd fast by rhemseives ax Lie
Menshevike copitelated 1o 1he  pressures.  Thcy
tenenunced the imperialiss war of rtheir own izl
puling class o thie Noors of the Cracisc Donn L6
coarss, with Uik posiivod, ir was only 8 maLss of a fra
snenitie Before &l fve of the Boishevik deputis (ol
s agenty and 3in other Balshevik baades ndo the
couniry were ariested, rrisd and senlenssd oo hand

the country and the tightening hald of the govern-
menia]l msmicion, the arcest apd mial stimuodated
worker and student  demseastraiions and  prolesis,
There were proieste in the faerpries against the
seolencipg of the worker depuries. Mews af the trial
swepl throughout the eouncry, leaflets were discri-
bpted by the thousands, and the Balshewik copasition
o and explamarion of the war were  widely
comimnmnicared.

We should noe the kind of defence campaign the
Boleheviks wuged. They launched o mossree defence
CRENEAEEN [oger rhe issuwes aut 1a the country. The Tacl
thiat the =lecred moss leaders of the warking class were
heing senii 1o Siheria had a profound impact on the
consaipusness af those wha il had parligmentary
illusime. {Lenin wrole ao artcle afler the ogals
criticising muost of the depaties for nai mase clearly
stating their position oo the war, bar praising the gead
tactios that were nsed In the defence. }

What are Lhe lessans of these two-wmd-a-hall vears
of expericiee? The campaign and election of Dama
deputics provided Tegirimocy  and imporant iegal
ppporuniies for the underground, illégal Holshevik
Party. Irserved ns a means of reaching &nd cementing
fies with e manss of workers, 1 servad 19 eXposs the
Cracist governmenn and podivical parties a3 well ps the
literals and Mensheviks. In particalar, it helped (o
d=a A shmnp line af distinetion bejween the Bolsbevik
Frarty and the reformisy Mensheviks, Ir shawed thit
sevolutionaries can use the pasliamenmary tmbune
withgut becoming carupted, or marceuvred o
tzking responsibilivy lor T repcrionary governmeol
ard its palicies. Parlimnenrary wark czn be merged
witk, and play a censral tole in the entirg acope ol
pariy activities, Lenln did not siew l.'|l.'¢ll.'I|3|_'-'¢'l.'lrL na
perind of aconding mdialisatbon as o iﬂ.‘:rl;‘_lhl'l'.'ll o
sideling activicy. 10 was not 2 143k o ke carred onin
waikline fashian: tather, it was e ceneral dask of the
PRILF, requiring a tremendous nwailisaiion of forces,
pediical mspitation aod greal cace for detail

The parfiamentiry siucls, inorder 0 mainteimn its
principled line and Lo be effective, must b
subordinate 1o the pary as:mwhole, This was crocial,
The Mensheviks and e Western Eurnpean Social
Demacratic parliEnnlan ¥ representatives al that fmse
hndl began 4o decids for themeetves what their line in
parlizment was poing o be, Bt the Bolsheviks proved
{aar the omby way 1o mainiain 2 revolutionary per-
spective in this kied of petivicy was 10 keep che Duma
caucws, with all Ui pressures an i, subordinats e ine
parly a8 4 wihneh:, ;

O ol the Key lessans was the relationslip of this
wiark o ine Febeuary and Ceioler 1917 reeslurions.
Treagks  wrises in his  Fiwory af e Russios
Rewodurion that had a revelutiosary siatian devel-
oped in 1904 — and it wes possible them — the
Bolsheviks might have come directly to power without
the epundry having 1o ge through a - provisional
governmen: and a Memshevik-5ocial Bevolutionars
coalition povernment with the capisalise partles, as
oocirped i P97 ;

He padnrs oud thar becsuse of the First ‘World 1l:'l'lil-l-_'.
sational -chaovinisds and the sicimdsaton of theic
pariy, ihe Dalshevika were not in 4 pOgibion o seioe
power during the February 1917 sevolution. Fe then
waplains thas it was those class-canselons workers who
lad assimilaed the [essons @nd the jeachings of the
Bualsherik Pariy pwo o three yoars betors the oiibreak
of the war who played a key fole in making the
February revalurion, In 1912-[4 the Bolhevik Parcy
wis fhe mass pary in rhe working-class disicicts, The
leasonia absorhed in thay pre-war period — L Secoian
campaiens, the partizapation of the Bolsheviks in the
[, the thiogs ther snid i their speeches, the
pribilicazian of Prnvss — were cougial in Februazy
151,

Adrer the Feleuary revaturion, when the Holshevik
leaders semarned From esibe mamy of the rools they
i iz bl masses before e war still exissed; and rhis
facilizared the process of rebinlding the pany for rhe
Cleaber revolction. Theie was o diveit Uitk berween
Sy petiviy thay the Belshevik Pasly carcied awt in the
101204 periad add the making of she Ooober
pevalinian.

Ihere is anciber chaprer in ihe bistory ol the
Healshes k aapressn oo electoral geriviiv: theic atlilude
revacard the clection ol che Constirnenl Assenby In
1917, The Frovisienal Goyverpmenr thar was thrown
up fler he i replme ®4s ousled in e Febmary
mevaluiion conrinually pragised ta call & Constituens
aosernbily, Br in pract kepe delaging i, The
Aolsheyizs supporced d Cansunesnr Asembly because
there were il widispeead © illusions,  partioularly
aming e peasuats, Algur the mocessily for nn
aesempnly, e & bourgenis repablican fame of
paverairenr; and thise iosions had o be dispelled.

The Halsheviks® viparous sapport Tor & Liansrisuen
Agembly helped  expose the  reluclanes of the
aairgenis parties and the refoongits o eall electons
{2+ the Cansliluern Ass=mbly. Althomgh the Bolshi-
viks supporied & Consmitmm: Assembly nginst e
festocztion of the mandrehy or @ milirary coup d"elal
they Seli mo douli thas beween 8 workess" sepubile
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Wy emcaan e b oRereem -
Fmaly ool e Bodduin i e,
L o comuluduies el io be drawn op and subenigied
o i cecoral commizann by 1T Daober, Eléctiomns
witt scheduled for 12 Movember, Between thess dales,
the Saovies, under the leadership of the Bolshevik
Party, ook pofitical power, There was 0 social
reynlation, the mpdl moi forta in the I'is:-'\-r:.: of the
worid. This posed the question: should the Bolsheviks
cumeed the cleo for e Constitoent  Axsembly
scheduled Toe 12 Moveniber? The Balsheviks decided
1o permit the clections and Keep their oen candidaies
i ther

When the Conarisuent Azsembly met the Lirsd week
i January 1918, rwo manths after the new Soviel
RUVErEHNERT cume by power, the Bolsheviks mtraduced
a remoluthon im the Assembly calling oo the body o
wapport (he Soviel government. The Bodsboviks &l
pol have & majoricy, and when the deleganes vited
tkis molion down, exposing when: they really o00d 25
oppanenis of the workers” government, tbe Balsheviks
dissolved the Constituznt Assembly in the names of the
Sovier govermment. By this iome, aller 1wo months of
revodution and experience, and because of the siand of
the other reformist parties on the question of the
Sivviey povermmend, most of the (Husions of the masses
aboui pariamentarism had been dispelled.

Reviewing 1his experience later im  “Leff- Wimg'
Commrumiasir, @ Iefaerife Reorder, Lenin wrie

“The conclusion which Todlows from chiz @ ab-
wnlutely -incontrovertible; it has besn proved thal
participation in & bowrgeoss-demooratic  per |l
evenn & few wesln before the victory of & Savier
republic, and even giier such @ viclory, not only does
il Barm the revolutionary proletacier, buz acrually
helps it 10 prowe o the Backward masss why fach
parliaments deserve 1o be dispersedd; it Anlps their
successful dispersal. and Asips bourgeois parliamen-
jarizm 1o become “politkcally obsolete” ' (Lemin,
Ciollected Works, Wol, 31, page 80).

The podative lessoms of the Bolsheyvik expereace in
parisamensariem. slong with ihe nsgative scanple of
the Wesiern Ewropesn parties, wid disoussend 1hor-
pughby and rochifbed 15 & et of theses adopled a1 the
Sevond Congres of the Communiz Indernationsl (o
1920, In semmary some of the ey polmis included (o
thist e wre

* Bourgenis parliaments or congresses cannaol in any
way serve as the arema of sroggle Tor reform, or for
improsing the lof of the working people.

* Revolution&ry socialists repadinte parfinmentarism,
25 & siale Fform, lor the class dictororship of the

working cla=s. They repudiate the posibility of
wiinmg over partiament 10 their sde. It ix only
paszible o speak of wmilising the capitalist Sials
urganisarion withhoobien of destroyingis.

* The Mundamental meithod of stragele of the socking
chass ABAIOSE capdiRlist ke i8 rhe metbod ol oasss
aczion; parlinmeniary (accles, although Imporiant, are
supplensencary and sebordinae.

* The abjective of work wirhin eleciions or capitalis
congresses. is propeganda to resch workers and other
sectors of the population who have ool yet besn
remchied.

* Elsciion campaigns sbouild not be gesred primarily
Ioward getimg voles, bul should be mevalationary
menilisations involving not only the party leaders and
canciGales Ul (he enlife pany mémberskip,

® Relfesal 10 participaie in clections in grinciple i a
nanive, childish docirine.

* The question of (ke form of I[mierventon [n
elections, incfuding boyeotrs, i p ieczical question, 1o
he worked pur according fo the conerets  circum-

slaness,

These theses were discuased and passed because of
the sirong bendency in many of the new, militant huat
inexperienced Communist parties sdhering e the
Third Internazional 1o reject afl farme of parliamen
jarism and all participation in any vpe of legal
prennistian such A Cmde undons.

T would fike 10 conclede by refércing to Tenin®s
artitisde toward election campaigns in Western Barope
and the Ugited Srarss. He staped (hat he knew peopls
waid that this Form of parlEamentarism was fine in
Russia, bug chat in caber counrries things werd
dilTerenn. That was the wiong sonclusion, Lenin 2aid,
Commundses imall countrics shoubd:

“phgnge, ol aleng ihe line, in all spheres of Iz, the
il socialist, craft-usionist, syndicalist, pasliamentary
work into new work, Communist work, In Bussio,
tosr, we had @ grear desl of opporiunist and purely
hpurgenis commercialism and capitalist swindling
during election times. The Communisis in Western
Europe and Ansfica must learn (o 'CIEAIE @ n0e,
aiussinl, MOR-OPPOCTIRIE, BN-Sremisl narkiamei-
tarismi (e Communist Padics mus isoe thedr
slopans: real proletarizns, with the help of the
unorganizsd and downlrodden poor, should scier
and distribisie leaflets, ciinvass workers' hauses and

the coltages of the riral prodetarians and peasants in
ibe remone villagss ... 5 they shoudd go inta the mass
COMIMEN 1averna, penetrais o [hE uohons, aocieties
and cisanl meerings where rhe commean peaple ghther
and 1alk to the pecple, nar inssenfic (and ool in vy
parliumentary) languages, they shoald nop a all serise
o Mg sets' in parlioment, i showld everywhers
sirive ti rouse che minds af the massss nnd o draw
them inta che striggele, o catch the bourgzols on ol
own stalements, b ourilise ine appararos they have ser
up, the eledtoms they have appainied, the appeals o
the ooenery chey Bave made, and 10 12l the pople
whal Balshevisio is ia way (hai bas never besn pos-
sible [under bourgsols pulek surside of electian: times
(ot cosniting, of aourse, thmes of big srrikes, when, in
Husska, 0 sdwier appaintes for widespread populss
agitalicn wotked =ven mane inbensiveiyl,

“Ir is very difficult ....; but it can and mus he done,
hecansz the tasks of Communisom cannat be Fulfilled
withou effori; and svery effort must be made 1o
fuifil proctical fasks, ever mare varied, ever meooe
clazely comnecred with all branches of secial e
wimAiag branch afrer hranch and sphere afver eplere
oy e boyrgeairie’ (fid., page 98),
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Election Tactics in the West

THE MOST BASIC goodefines of revolubmnary
ctien by slecnions came ol of 1he experience of the
Bolibevik Party in Bussia. The most generad of vhese
acthcsl] conclmions W sared in che ricsolutine of e
Sevond Coogress of (e Communiy Inlernslisnal e=-
Ipled Ty da Cinmrarumin Parfiey gaal Poriasend

(1] the Boyoolling of sinoins of of parks-
mew . @ el 5 walking o ol Parleeoem, &re
permisable pomanly when the conditioes for the
immediate (ransirion to armed sifugeke for poser ang
al hamd, ' [1] =

Simply owtliming Lthis propasibon however, Whilc
nf in the mruggle agains the poseriul
curreni ig ihe sarly period of the Communs)
Irrernational, was not 8 all siTicient o sobve all the
peobiom which confronted ihe eirly Lommumsl
Parpsss an e lecroral wctics.

Lemin could plrendy wrine in Left Wing Comti-
mixm — Am Infaniile Doonder thil i Was necessary 15
crexie “0 REWw, UNCUSIOMArY, Non-0pporienist, and
nan-carperist  parliamentartanism.’ (2] Bl i @
numyber of Commusiss Panies in Wistom Eurape the
TERSSIVE. pressiTe of bourpecs  pasilameEsTIEnansEm,
and e previous reformis slactoral Lrabnmg may _|:-!
theCommunist Party keaders hod received i the social
deiecratic parties, led 1o pastiamentaris merhads
dominating eleciion racrics. [#]  The developing of
really revalutionary tactics for elections in imperixlist
couanaries wis 1o be o slow and patnful process lor
revoluionary sockalists,

Jahkn MacLean

Iromically encogh ane af the most owsstanding (st
examples of revolutionary inlerveolion o cleclions
came mx [rom the Comounizt Pactas bur [mem &
Marxist, Jobin Mackedn, who Bad bBogken with the
Communist Intereationa om an ifee-iefT policiea!
line.

MacLean was able 1o seccesshully combing wark g
orpaoisang  (he  uncmpioasd, prolests apansl the
undemaiatic gl of prembses for pevolisooary
iBedEmps, pRitkcipati o the May Day demansita-
Litnis, and work in defenes of palitical priscbers =ith &
sEroitg interventon inre Parlineneniary Inzzl electians.

In che Ce=neral Election of 1922 Maclean was able to
gel SEHY wares standing in the Gorbals against Labour,
In the spoing ol 1923 he persopslly ran o oeo by-
clecdony and, theougk his Scoitizh Woekere Bepu bl
cal Party, was prepariog Lo et chilidares in 12 33a1s
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Dalégaten to the Second Congress of ilve Communisl Intemational.
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mow tRoically 10 oiilise elections, dspie (har sven
yual frovlessness due oo Baclean’s wrong posirions
an 2 whole rangs of bagic propiammais guestioni.
Bui the British Comsanist Pamy rapidly came 1o
provide spane of the clearet examples of how eed Lo
combine glecioral waek witls other factics.

In the early period af s formarion the British
Communist Party, lalowing the advice of Lenin, had
developed relatively coherent and clesr taclics T
wark in relatian 1o the Labear Parly, the trade anions
and ebectiong, I eombined sysematic work w build o
lelt wing i fe unions fehich was bo culmisare n 1924
im the fermation of the Mipority Mowement) with
wiork to build che el inside the Laboor Party (leading
toihe Formiation of the Matlonal Lef Wing Maovement].

However in combination with these taciics, all of
whilch =ere essentially an apalicatson of the line of the
gerite frowd, the Communist Party chearly intervened
[0 conenrer e insel [ poiiffeadly 1o ihe Labour Parey.

Ir did this thraugh the combinarion af application:
o affilinee bo the Labour Pany, when this was rejecis
proposing  separale workers” elecions o desde
whether Labaur of Commupiss showhd stasd iz eash
area aginsl the Torss and Liberals, med finably
standing 12 own candidares in safe Labeur 258 whene
there whs o chance of berring the Tariss in, (3]

Such elecioral work did not bring dramatic resulis.
I 1923 rthe Communise Parly received 77,000 voles
Lavernge SHE vores percandidaie) and in [524 55440
voies [verage SOME votes o casdidase), but it posa
way o slowly boildl up thels support and meembor-
shig. [4]

From [924-25 on, howsver, o new iollacnce
drminated the Communisi Pards of Goeal - Brimin.
Under the milatice of the Smndinis depeceration. of
rhe Sovien Liion and the Communise [etecnational,
shie CPGH Bagan o mave Fram w waided feorr with the
Labeur beliig & oo aocommsdulion [o them — @
rolbe emibadied in the shape ol the Apiglo-Russian
Trade Lisen Commirtee. This asconmesdasion ook
the faren of rhe disselurian of tee aediaee srnggle af
the T7PGH intn the fracle amenisss of the Minorics
Movernent. As Trorsky pal it

“The Jdasrrons experisnes wirth the Anglo-Russian

Commities was haswpd ¢ntirely upom effasng  the
inéetendence af the Heirish - Commamiss Parly
This wwas eoiaised by the aoual dissolubon of he
marey intoe L so-called Minorize Maseinen:’, Chat s,
# “left” pppesition inside Phe trade anions,” [
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and szruggle of the CPGE — a policy wluch clearly
vl ved an electoral cosnpoment.

"The Labour Party and the trade unions — rhess are
niot Pwa principies, they are only & ieehnical division of
Tabpar. Together thew are U fundamental suppoct of
the domination ol the British bourgenisiz. The lable
canod . ke overthrown withowl  everibrowing  the
Labourite burcascracy, And that cannof be altained
by opposing the Liade unicn 1o the srare as such, bl
by the active appasition of the Commumist Pary (o
the Labour buresucracy in all fields af social bl Io
the trade vitlons, n sirikess, in rhe eleclaral cacnpaign,
i parliament, and in power,” [4]

sptugally noclear decioral policy was nat by bssf
sufflcient 1o establish the palitcal independenee of the

CPOB — this would hove invelved o whole series of
steps including raising rhe demand oo o2 Labouwr
Covernment in the perod prior o the 1920 Cieneral
Strike — hat it was ome af e ieRsurss which were
flefessary b prevent o anited Treat pelicy tureing ioio
palitical accommadalion

THE PER LS from 192526 was, [or Lhe LR TITIATTR T
“arties, one of accommoditsen Lo Lk reformisis
the pered of "Righ: Central Downsliding', as Tratsky
{ater descrified it. From 1928 anwards 1his was ousted
by e nlsracdeftism of the so-called “Third Periad’
il rime during which the Suliolas declared rhe social
democratic parties b be ‘ioctal fascis®, Inorhis "Third
Perind” the Comanizist Farties pur big mesoarces inta
glacticas — shoewing that elezoml parricipation in
fimelf v ment inothe slighiesl @ safeguard against ultra-
leftism

Tratsky sapported the policy of the Coanniiimiss
Partids of runming in elesions, @gains Hoss o the
Tralskvier movemsnt who eriticisad - s Cerman
Communist Parly  leader Thaehoan for Tunming
npninst the social democrars, bus of course criricisid
rhe Cammunial Pariss" swicidal alira-lely policies |n
thewtelesons.

Follawing the disasier af the. Third - Poriod, che
Caminern from 1938 onwarids turned Lo the pelicy of
the Populas Front collaboration  with  capiialis
parties, In cerbsin countries this mennt big electoral
gains For the Comnunist Parties — ar the expense of
giving up their es0luiLionary programme.

Bt in caniticies whers there were sodal democratic
or baurpeads Woeral porries it led o cthe O3 viciaally
giving up stncsding candidates in elecizons in the name
of ‘gnity'. Io the 1935 elecisoms i Brican, o
exnmple, the CPOB ran a grand el of twe candi-
dari,

I sesponding o this changing puolitieal - sicanrion
Tratsky onee again carefully adapied elecioral facics
ia the peeds of the situarion.,

In the imitial phaze of the “Third Period' che
epreral tactics proposed by Trosky were in line with
he orientarion of that persod of reforming- the




L T T .:5ur|1p1|.u!1 of powar marked e  Tinal
Communist international — & policy only abandoned
aftsr the rremendous tesi of Hitker's coming o power
i Germany showed thar the Commumist International
Bad defimiiely pone over to the dde doumber-
pevolution.

In fime with this polley Trotsky demanded than his
sepooricrs shoudd nod rul i eleciions I thelr own
right but should extend critical sepport o the candi-
leies of the Commiimist Parches. W

From 1933 onwands, however, all gememal con-
sideretions agalner runming independent  candidares
were removed. Orienting sowands building indepen
demi parties, and in many xes ximing ar fusing with
cemiris groups which appeared 0 be moving to the
e, Trotsky saw the standing of independent revolu-
ponary candidaies in elections as impontant. A parti-
oulerty gond illusirarion of Troisky's policy on
ghoctions &1 this Lime was Lhe chse of the Independen
Laboar Pany in Briesin. Trotsky anacked the CPGH
| ibe 1935 dection for not runming camdadates,
mpposedly (m the imerests of wnity with Labour. He
ahvo critbcdised rhose imothe Trotskyisi movemenl who
Sad opposed the ILP for running candidates. Im am
mierview on the subject he was anequavocal

‘Chasmrion; Was the ILP corredd i Nanning as mamy
canciiiares s possible in the recent Genernl Elecibons,
eaem af the sk of splinting the voteT
Amvwer: Yei. IL would have beén foelish for the TLE
s0 have sacrificed s policlcal programme im the
meeresis of so-called wnity, to aflow the Labour Pamy
= monapatise tse plaeform. as the Communist Fany
Bl We do nor know our sirength umbess we fest il
Thers i always a risk of splitting and of kosing
derposins, bm such risksmus begaken, ' [ 1]

The ILP sood 17T condidates, had 4 MPs clecied
sl peceived 140,000 voies [11]. Wih ihe movemend
o the Communmizy Parties and the sovial demacrats
pemarch the Popular From bowever, Trodsky called
Sow @ sharp tierm am tactics. Aftracted by Lhe prospect of
e sction bolwern the workors™ panses, and nol
e Saving meidded theough the experience of ihe
b s bt Populss Front, woriers began oo flood
i e RS FE ROV T (RIS

sl the woriml democratic parties mportant 1eft
. B (o e [or eximple in France & split
m o Soecsalint Pary ocourred in Movember 1933, with

ool
i

i righe wing (rthe so-calbed 'Mecs ") walking out. After
th =fl wing groups previously expelled {rom the
sarry wereinviied to retarm, Tecisons were perntilled Lo

spermeand hadtheir own papers. [1.2]

T membership of the Sociakise Pary rapudly almos:
o md from L0000 in 1934 fo 202,000 in
. [ 1]

Smmilar developmends Toflowed i oliner couninss —
® Semin the majorits of the youtly OEERILIEALLOT came
o W favour of a Fourth Imterndisenal, in Hricain
srmirint devebopmends such as the Socinbin Leagyws and
Lefi Book Clob emerged. and even in the Uniced
Samees, where of course the 5P was much weaker than
snyihing in Burope, & radizabisation of Socalist Pary
members hegan 10 tnke place with the proclamation af
the “gll inclnzive pariy',
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degensmation of Ehe Cominviém under Sislin

Faced with this development &f lelt wengs im the
Socialist Parties, Troviky advossed & changs in
tactics 1o entcy into these partles. This invedved & figha
inside these parties agaiml the Papular Front, and this
enary tactic was carried oul I Franee from Augusi
194 and in other ¢ountrses [rom shorthy . cheneafier.
The resulls Tor Trotskyisia were significant. In Frunce
the Trivskvists mnerensed their forces and in the Unifed
Stales the Trotskvisms were able 10 double their
membessldp in & vear, In Spain an importand negalive
conlirmation wae given of the 1acic when, Tollowing
the crimbnal relosal of 1he centrist “Troskyist” Nin 1o
enber (e Socialien Parry, the entice youth organisation
af the SP weml over o Staliniim — the eentral core
M the presend leadership of the Spanish CF essenlially
=onsiste of forces woin from the Socialiss Party youth
inthar peripal.

This turn of the Trodskvases mbo tee Socialisr Parties
evidently posed guite differens taaics in eleciions to
the preceding one. The whole podic of entry had been
that the Forees to be wan toe revelotbonary polisics
inside the 5Ps were greater than those forces which
spald, im thar perind, he won by buailding an ingepen-
demi organisation. In chose crcumsiances il Was Do
merely impossible, bul nol evén Seasible o nEn
candidates agains: 1he Socalsl Fasiw

In those circumsiancss even afier the Trotskyists
were cxpelled. which wok place in France in
Seplember 1933, Troisky srll comsidered that U
COrreet LACLICS were an arientation using such Laciis as
wanding in copstrsencies where the 5P or CF,
loliowing the Popular Fromo policy, withdrew their
candidates in favour of the capitalist Radical Farty

l‘h.1 ll"r....

0T
il

THE FINAL developmeni of wmotics elec-
tions which was developed by Trotsky cams in the babe
1530 with the breaking up of the workers™ dlusions m
the Popular Fromts. In virtually all countrss the rish
of warkers into the mass parties ceased a8 they Degan
to gestr up for war.

I France membership of the SFIC, having mearhy
tekpled in 1934-37, fell back from 287000 im 1937 fo
275,000 in 1938, (4]  Labgar Parny membership in
Birizaii, having reachsd a peak of 37,000 in (937 fell
Back 1o-S09, 000 by 1929 In a number of councries
centeast eplins from social democraric parries oocwrred
— France being the most imparrant case with the
formation of the Warkers ond Peisants Seczalist
Pary (FSOP).

e Trodskyist arganisations in rhese cincamstanoes
gave opine entry lacric and in most cases arienred o
thie huilding of imdepsndent parties. This once again,
wnere the Tratskyists were Strong enough. poged the
ql.-' sliom of ranming caradidates in elecizens

The mas importan] debaie on Teotskrisl clectarid
cucticy in this period, and oo of the moed illusieatve
of any disoadsion on elections., was tkal cogiening 1He
elecioral policy of the Amercan Socialisl Workess
Party.

From the mid-19308 onwards the Socinlist Workers
Pasty in the Umited Staies had been involved in the
bullding of the mass American indostrial trade
unkons — the Cosgress of Indusirial Organisations.
In the course of this work the Trookyisis had, gmie
correetly, entened ingo undted acrion ond wnided fronts
willy a whinle series of left refosmasts the TH0 had
teen taunched by rrade onion lesders who in general
did oot even sand for an independent working class
pariy, Troisky empharically supported this palicy.

Under 1he pressure of this allisnce n the trade
umians however, and pressares of & real mass influena:
which they acquired in cerlain febds, Trolsky com-
sidered thur che SWP had begun (0 Bend towards A
Failure to politically differentiace itself adequately by
ewery means poasible from the anion lefis. Trodsky for
example slaed ol 4 rade Gmion paper the SWE was
imvalved dn that: “the Noethwes Crgaaiser remains
unchanged. It i 8 photograph of our adapeation 10 the
Roosevelrians'. [[5]

Cme of the mamifestatlors of this danger  of
adapiaticn was ksck ol dlectoral activity, In the sarly
1930y lailure to intervens in ihis fleld was probably
atleibutable 1o ulta-lefism by the SWP oo rhe
guestion of elecrons, Alrendy in I93R che Marional
Comniitee Plenum of the SWP passed o motion
published in the SWP*s paper Soraaltin' Appen under
the title *Poditical Conoine: Rapped on Election’.
Thie real siuatian inwhich the rest came however was
the 1940 Presidential Election.

The comtext of the 1940 dedion was cear, The
American ruling class, umder the leadership of
Bovsevell, was preparing Tar war. Being dragged
along in their tow were the befl supporiens of Roose-
welt in the trade unions, For o chefr own  peasoms
however, most impociantly the Nag-Sowler paci of
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Roberts in —_—

ﬂﬂ. the US m“ﬁun: wat
coming ot apainzt the war and rherefors 10 same
thegree ina Lonporacy clasl with the Roosevelrians. Ar
the same time an trade unbon  questions the Roose-
veltians in general bpd bener positions than the
Spalisizta and the 3WF wos correcily in alliance with
them ppamnsl rhe Commumiss Party, A clear clash
therefore developed beween oriemtation on the wasde
anien field and acientation m peditics.

In these circumstances Trotsky came ool with A
clear proposal, He cafled for the SWE. after it had
failed ro puar forward its own camdsdate 1o e FRE
Presidential election, to call for a vose for the TP
Presidential candidase Browder, The SWP rejecied the
propasal — Trotsky criticised this in ibe following
jerms “You propose a trade union podiey, noc oa
Rnlshevik policy. Belikavik polleles begin muisids the
tradeunions, [ 1]

Loaking back on this debsae, and acknowledging
Trocsky as right and the SWF Jeadership of the time &
wrong, Farrsil Dobbs, whi was lorer the Mariowl
Seepetnry of the SWP. outtlied clenrly che pressutes
which hai boen on (he 5% F and the spurce of ils
mistake, Hestates (s Trossky was wrong in his Tear
thas the SWF was bepding to the trade onban naalbew,
bait that; '= tendency disl exist ..., 1o give “practical™
capsiderntions undue weighl concerning our approdch
1o poditlcat 1asks in che mass movemend .

Dabbs considers thai:

‘Oir Fadlare to take that sep (to call for & vole [oo

Erooeder) beft o8 with seripus probies i finding a
wny fo o differentisie ourselvs  from  Roosevelr's
syupporters im the trade umions. ' [17]
In the case of the allisnce with the CIC ledis, as eardier
with the trade unicn lefis in Britain, 2 clear elecraral
participacion was one ol [ 120505 necessary
conbine a pnited frool poliey with the maintaining af
the cear political lodependence of the revalutionary
purts.
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