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SOCIALISTS & THE NEW RISE
OF SCOTTISH NATIONALISM

Introduction

SEVEN YEARS AGD the Labbwr PRMY uivBilsg
what &f 1 HmE weng BgEOed 38 Ganng
roioiads Mor Chimging the MElERaDN Dt egemr
irer Wheaimmircted Parliament and Scotiand The
1089 Scottish Councll of the Labour Party
L mea B e i

¥ fears and naks e guarced .
Edinburgh aiftings of the Sootlish Grand
Commities (ol he House of Commons) could
pa iried. We remain opan mindged. . to furiiae
non-divigive slepa (0 the long term futare"[1]
The long term future of course proved o be
much shorter ihan anything the Scotiish
Cosigneil of the Labour Pafy could guess. In
sas than & decaie the Scottish Hational Pany s
vobie Fose From 5 per cant 1o 1oday's 3 per cont

Now. i tha mids] ol Brilarh & deepes] &yer
SEOMDIMIC EFiEis, 8 sudden and radkcal change
is o be made to & Sysiem of Parliamentary
matilulions which have evalved over centuries
Both the Labowr and Tory pariies hawve &m-
praced al lgast the ‘principls’ of devolution For
Scotland, sulfering public splits In the process
But the revolutionary 1817 was nd mare peqtap-

The History of the New
Nationalism

THE STARTING POIMNT of an analysis of the
mudicnal guestion has to be a revicw ol the chantging
relation —of Scortland ro the Unton — a relation which
MO SEEITE 5 L. Ablifough It B 1he post-war
sireanpn which 15 crucial 1o an enderitindmg. ol
Seoilizh natkenalism, it s necessary 1o nnde In passing
some af the Teatures of Scollsnd s eariter develop-
el

The Undon of 1907 wss probably origue in
Earopean history, Tor it prodoced sdather seogllaon
assimilarion - far the new British  scace. The
ista of Smibth ang Hume, weiders ke Scocr,
prioleiarines hke Keir Hardie, landlords ke the
Dake of Swetherdand nied the imdusiralisis wha saw
Gilzsgow graw o the 'seoond city of the Empire” —
all found ther scomarmic., sectal amd political fe 13ed
up with British soviely a5 a whads, (5]

Bur the Union, ard the British state born Trom i,
peeserved lntact many af rhe specifically. Scoitish
irstiturions of social e and avil sociely — isiini-
siars digdinel (oom those in England. The Church,
law. educarion, and ister, civil adminisirarion, remai
ned alive aisd Funchoning, inhabiced by a speces of
uppes peiy hourgrois tepdsned for boch rheir intense
British patriciism and their Scottish parosnialism, In

the first 250 wears of the Union there wax oo
sarlradizisan between the Uea, and the possibllioy of
revleinp an independent Scoizish saze hased om thes

imstitutions was neser aerioualy rassd, Scoesland's
svaburion in rhe posi-war decline of Britizh imipersal-
iven was Lo-draniatizally chnsgs thissimmeian.

Birce the Smcond World %War,  the lepacy ol
Leatinnd ™ pammership in Arifain's world scomomic
role 2 anbe foo evigdnt, The dismnl picrire nf rhe
incsznds ol Scoitish workers loviog in Lenden or
Birmirgham ars all 12a fomilins features of poskwa
Oritdic, Seotdamd ol coisss e nar hesn alons in
sl Fering frorm these ‘regional’ problems,
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iive 1nan (12 reformist or bowrgeois eanamias In
grasping the scope of ihe events north of the
border. For axample, both fhe Internetlcnal
Soclalisis [2] and uniorunately iha Fourth
imtarnational [3] produced exiansive analyses
of the orisis and decay of British imperiaiiam,
whare the aniire gquastion of Scotland and ihe
Assembly did not sven merit 8 ganlenca

In  many ways, this lack of undersianding ol
e national gquesiion In Scotland was a
sufprising weakness of the revolutionary lati, In
the ora of ‘classical” Maraism of Engels, Lenin,
Lusemburg and the Ausiro-Marists the
mational Gueson and the probiems ol soCialis
straiegy associated wilh i were the sourte ol
gxtgnaive gnd sometimes brillianl debale. [4]
Howevet, &t that lima It was the impending
breakup of the Fuessiazn and Ausirian empifes
which gave urgency to these polemnics. Soclal-
ists hawe besn aiow io realies that teday'a map
af Europe demonstrates much of tha political
insiability discussed by Oito Bauer of Rosa

Luxemburg.
The rise of mass working class sineggle
stnoe 1965 is, just a8 belore the Firsl Word

War, going W be faced lour-sgquars by 1he
guestionh of natonalism and nalional asli-
delgrmination, In this imsee of 1ha 'Batile o
Ieas’, NEIL WILLIAMSON looks ai ihe most
basic quastions which contron? revoiuironary
socialisle in congidering the national quastion

m Saotland

cucmplifed by lialy with (e sharg division belweéin
the umdsrdeveloped souEth and the dpsmabed
miirth, Like sowathern Haly, the mosi wseful imdex

af Scotlbna’s underdevelopmens bas been #5 mseive
a5 of Inbosr, abasve all inthe manufacturing 600
The. igdustries which buifl the expamsdos of ihe
ninereenth cenrury find  themselves ground  down
wzidss forcipn compétition. 1n shig-Baddnig the Clyde
is now ilding bess rthan hall the sonnage of rhe early
vears of this century, This involved & poal-war lods of
LM in Hls labgar forge. Ino stesl  prodecian,
Seotiand’s chnre of rhe British tacal has stumpsd from
hall 51z Ledal o the same peried, with a sogildr Tees ¢f
laboar toothat in shipbaikling. Mining compéstes the
pattern with two thirds of irs jobs Lo zsinoe the late
15305, The end resalr as been & mee T2l in the male

The Dole Cusse - fogical auicormes of
ragianal policies

Inbicsar Ferce on Seeaciah mnnufacturing, wirh migra-
e utnling Bl 30,000 pes vear sbwoughow: the 1S,
11}

mothe first filieen veass of the posi-war ern the
Heoclish cComomy was growizg selween 1 &End 15 pe
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niot continue indefingtely withons) . Some Tespanee, A%
the “secamd city of ithe Empire” visbly shronk in
popualal fitsd e inenpdoyment mare mn a3 dowhle

ihe national average, the vision of Scotlasd as oo
industrial desery, f sor of urban Britleny, becamse &
weripas one. & product ol the decling was the dmining
away of rhe dynamism and weight of the Soottish
emploving class

Thile was the context for the Tarmariae af badies
like the Scowish Coundl for  Desclopméent - and
Indosiry [7], eniiing kath irade anions and employers
in a feaidie search for jobs a1 any price. Béporis,
survevs and plans prodifecated; aind “reglonnl pokicy’
wika oi o, Suppor For segeoonl podicy - and blarkel aid
0 inclusiry were the joinl slogans of e Sooish TEC
and the Scodrish CAL. Far the rrade union bunsaacrats
there wis Uie advanage of rhelr neseptznce in the
corridors of power, no matlér law 1@y the fermirnne

R | poedicy stapgered inga lifs in the mid-"i0s in
i verilabhe plethora of legisddation. The Local Emplay
merd Act of 15960, the Indostsial Development Acl of
Ian pizd the Begiomal Fmpleymenr Premoum passed
aeber Lhae staiute book. v a desade Incer i is possihle
0 make samis assessmen: of the swoeess ol the polats
Ewen aa tlie aiims 1hew ser themselves — creatian af
ernplovmen: :hie recond iy o4 preily Bleak oo
Mugration acpamlly rose in the perind of regional
policy. &nd the manulsciiring Iodusery lose aver
T, s, Blear this s onbe half e stoes, Sor pegiaisal
pulicy waa divecily responeibis for whal can anly be
deseribed un i new phase ie the Scottish eooilamy

The bribes amd oo mdiesirin?  investment  wiere
massive. By the 1970 wne Ball of the deprsciation on
new plast arsd nuschizery sy covesed by grants; #1
per een: of ooss were being paid as an iniial
allowance oo new boilding, Alogeiser, (hese sarm of
Eracis wors aking upe 3% per cent of Briksin's 1otal
exnendinwre an cegendl ald. Ban il was par the older
sections of Sooriish mndusiey wha were best olaced 10
ke advaniape of this. Wich such lncrative indoce
merds ‘g inees, and emthasiadtic supgort oun the
STUC For indearry ar any prce,. the mulrinationals
v in.

e liss of plands siariing up i Seedtand b 1he early
1unls repds ke & Bha s WRa of inrernatandl big
busindss. Roots spened npoin Linwaod in 19460
followad by rhe British Modor Corpsaraioan Chss vears
taler. Carerpillar npernesd ap their first UE operition
wittrThidic cricror plans sl oilside Cllasgow, Ferranri,
Biudrmarmabr: Parcsarna ST Y1 srene £ = gl

2

of rhe Wi,

Fortunes were made by buildiog sabsidised ractos-
12, using the Regional Employment Premium 1a pay
the wapss, then shiftling 1o counrries with lower wage
rites, Firms like Persomna dnd STO wern (o Beacomms
famons &5 ‘ger rich quick” merchanis, bur ochers like
Clirysler staved fo apenly Backinail rhe Govermment
[sar gn imeredsed subsidy 1o 'save jabs™,

Side By side with the decimation of the male Eabawr
fnrcein rhe previcus bastions of bour mrveman
srrengin firem foundries, shipyards, mines), went the
‘new” industries — unskilled, usually badly unlomised,
often emploving mainly wamen sonploved in assembly
werk

The zale af the stace was becaminge ndispensabis
nearly every s=crinn of Scofish employment. Without
repional  policy inere aaule ke na Earhgaie, na
L i and na Marathon. The alder secrors were sa
decrepis chat eventoalls e Lhe podtinde of privaie
rwnership was thrown away and the Cewernment
matiaralizad thent, Even in "aeplchy? firims ke Weira
of Al Yarsows, | was Covernment sanitasis which
provided the gravy.

Confronesd wirh rhis Crwernimesnt sparsnresd
rip=ed T by che emploving dlass, the bor leaders were
unable 1a acl, for this zew meescmend hasd boee (b
twnn glated goal shroughonr che 1960, The influentizl
Cealtish Counddl for Development and - Induarry
soncinded s 190 conference with the dise waroiog
thar ‘redundnisy has 1o ke accepred 25 a nnemal
poourrence’ wnd prodected a Tucthier  SO000 fabas
permanently lass by the mid- | G805, [X]

It s Lhix c¥oe OF thinking which Ay kehind the
devisicn lternliy 10 "matcher’ the LICS shinyards in
1971, 8 A0 wareers were diseetly emplayed there. and
sn estimaced 2000 olners were Imvalved i saupply
and relnred indusiries. When this clasure was met by
a0 warkers demonstzaling an the aleses, the
hapic” af regional policy was w Jeast lenpeTariiy
deried,

Beit e lessoms were aever learmed, Forihe failure of
the policy Zay deeper than the weemploymenl sialis-
tiee: The urderlving malaise ol Seoiish urban somey
remmained as hefess: the arrecious houwsing, ‘he arban
poverE, shie resulbng eives ofF migration [n Howsing
selwenes ke Blackhill in Glasgow, ibale vnemplone-
mend i 34 per vemi, 0 per cent of the papularion lve
n overcroeded conditions and 11 per ccnn o are
amoually referved 1o the secial work denarcment, [9]
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The Impact of North Sea Qil

THE RISE of the plant econamy from the early 1960w
ws cub across by the discovery of o inthe Morin Sea,
With projected imvestment of £10,000 million by FRE0,
the il aicscied some of the largesl and  most
predatory companies im ihe world — rhe so-callsd "ol
majors”. The shesr scale of their operarions dwarfed
anything previcusly seen in Scoiland

BF could raise privately in one losn, for cne oil
field, the wam of E400 milbon, whes (he propecicd
Seoqtish Assembly will have & todal budger for all
departmeents of about EXN0 million. Somiish indusry
was ‘well used o being marginalised by forcign
competiiion, bl oil gave this prooess 3 massive st
British indosiry was only able 10 win around 15 per
cent of the orders Tor (e rapidly expanding market in
boats, production and exploration plaiforms, pipe
laying and nrher supply indusiries. The puny scale af
British (and even more, Scoatish) indusiry compared
to its Foreign rivals hiad never been diearer.

It |5 o exaggeration 1o sky that the Brtish state,
omce all-powerial, was now totslly ar tse mercy of the
commercial whims of the oll companies. Allocation of
oil seetoss was by Governmest ‘dlscretion’ not

guction. A taxcation sysiem was evolved which even the
Public Accounis Commities of the Commaons had o
point puf was 8 *major commercial mispudgemend”

The Rise of the Scottish
National Party

THESE SPLITS knside the raling class, mnd 1he emer
gence of some welions of capiral in Scotland prepared
to give seripas azeption 10 ihe  plans of the
pationalists, was a vinl fucior in transforming the
SMP inie & conherent politleal farce. The confidential
plan af i1s Finance Commities aked 10 (e press =
visaged ‘on industrial sirucrure closer bo thal of Swii-
gertand than Detroh®. The absence of any shipsards of
heavy engireering in Switrerland coarld nac b last on
Mo lenger a
| Bowed

arv trade unionisr reading the meport!
party af cranks Akl romanncs, 1ihe S Bad
wiy Anio the innercirches of bg capiind in e
Deshire these nspaitant bnks berween camial
the SMP . it wonld be a profound misake 1o recha

rise in suppart far some form of self-goverr
same deal cooked wp ln the boardrooms of Edin
burgh®s Charlone Sguare. The sweeping victories of
the SMEF 21 Hamllton nnd the kacal elections in 1968
predaze the so-called ol toom ond the 5P shegan

17 Searland's g — by three or foar vears.

The discovery of oil gave e sanonalists o massive
bosast, bt des main impdrtince does nod e bnside Lhe
ruling class, Much guarg importamby, i gave credibil
iy 1o the idea of independence, and translormsad e
SMP in ihe eyes of the Sootkish middle claxs. The idea
of & Scandinasian-rype social democracy, cushioned
Fron: Bricain®s decline I*:, Soodtish oil, was carefully
cultivated by the SNP leaders. The 1974 elecrions wers
the clearesr proaf of rhe ssocess of this orientation,
wilh the SMP paining directly from the previously
Tory-voing peiy bourpeoisie. brs party leadership of
Boy Scout leaders, small businessmen, and ‘sons of
the Manse’ persanify 115 solid middle class base. [15]

Bur mo pedirical pariy can win the supporl ol over 4
third of the eleciorate, gaining seats in areas so
socinlly distincr as the rural Moray and Nairn and
Haspow Govan, purcly on the basis of gimmicks and
carchy elestion slogans. The speed and Sbruplingss of
the growth af the SMP, now the fastest growing party
in Wastarn Burope, has Jed spme Scedtish secialisls o
see Scotland s a bink in the chaig of *pes natbonal-
fms srreiching [rom Corsica Lo Borkadi (Dasgue
couplry), from Brinany w Walss, [16] Bul guch &n
anabagy nicles more than il illuminaces,

This is al it cleares: in &ny comparizon with e
Basque coaotry, Lo mid-Seprember 17 mayais Irem
thas regian poeseried 8 petithon 10 the Spanish Tnseriar
Mimissar. 1 demuanded: lacal cartzl of the police 10
prevenl i now Comnsen shooleg  of  aionadil
gernansiTaress, - permission o Ty the then-bainned

and systensate frand and wolivsion eas cxposed. at
Puklic Emguiries. |14]

Again it was she working dass who paid the price
Fof sconemic "policy’, Some S0 warkers are now
ernnloved difesshy or indirectly i the il imdusiry, ful
|nu-'.::'|f.‘l:r constructiaon sites of Loch Kisharm et Nigs
Ray, the mishrooming serviee fizms of Aberdeen oi
the Spanish migean lnbour on the rigs themselves ars
a far ory from  the collective girengeh of  ihe
Lanarkshire izon fawndries of the Clyde engineering
industry, Haredy unionsed, with ew of the social costs
arising From permapent employment (schools, hous-
ing nnel other facilivies), the mualtinationals cin cash 16
(0 4 geruine Bannng.

Cindy one seciar of Scotfish capital has magaped to
pick up more than o few crumbs Tromm fhis The same
Seottish Banking sysem which ponecred the first
overdralt sysigm and once formed the most advanced
branch banking sysiem in the world wes quick o
smell money. All three Scottish clearkig howses have
exlengive invesiments in equipmeni leasing and in hire
purchase iransactions. The Bank of Scotkand has gone
fuirthier with its stake b the Intersational Energy Bank
and its invesrments in the Piper il Relds

Hur it was the liyvesiment trusts which nsade the
baggest splash. With combined assels of some £2,000
million they had rraditionally been linked 1o the ald
Britlsh patiern of “White Dominion® investments (far
svamiple, Argentinian raching, i*{-nn::.-lt:m-.iar-_srﬂ_ﬂ
[0] Again it was wil wirich provided the incentive tor
charipe, for il has been these investient trusts whicl
jiave been giving backing to & wariety af il related
inwesiment compamics (parts of Ranger Oi group),
popply and service compankes. (Morth Sea. Assets,
Seottlsh Offshore lnvestments), exploration comp-
gnies (Picl Peiroleum, Caber Ol and aew merchan

o .-l-"'"plﬂlr.; s

banks {Baces. Moble CGroseart, Jomes Finkay),

The developmernt 2l a Scectish finanes secroT a5 an
awtaramows Tarce bn is own right has been disenssec
nt considerable lempthi, [12) This sectar shows 2
dyrantsm and - palitical aggressian coqnsaicious by
i15 absence in the oest of Brirish capital. . Certainmly
BN seciions of this linaoe secton Are an leass
arracred by some of e dens of the Seocrish Matiosal
Pairy, The plummets on the foreign sxchange markss
and 1he &l dme T of the atock market lurn L
syinpalheric arentioms of the moe peiane financiers
faward Lhe variery of projeces for o Seattish pound, an
independeni Central Bank in Scotlard acd 6w
aularsoanons credil sysrem.

[aespize Ui arcragrions of Uwse propaesitions, the
conienl of the disasirons ecpnnmic decline of Brilizh
imperialient, 1ogerher with ane of the best organissd
labour movements in the world, means that Lhe
polideal sinzarion is oo fraught with dangers and
uncertainty Tor much wnanimity o emergs Enonge
Scoirish capital. An example ol Lhis was the Tecent
reaction of the (hree cdemaring house banks 10 the
SHP*s latest revised [inmsce proposals. The SNEs
palicy was of ‘such a fondamenial political and
emational paiure” [13] thar the banks declised ro make
any CoHT e

But cernain elements in Seoltish capital do m beas

appear to have peached o firm political sonclusica. O
the e hand there & the newly formed Scotland i

Erirish® canipaign, which draws suppori from the -

Seattlen GBI, the Scedish Chamber of Commerog,
and leadipg Industrinfisis ke Lord Towbill (Fer
shistks) and Viscownt Weir [Weir Englosermg). Deve-
listive Lo Chese gentlemen is &t best irrelevant, o warst
5 danperous experiménd which conld sabeiage L
rregional policy” lifeline betseen Westminster and the
Seatiish economy discussed abave. On the ather hand
there 15 the open and well publicised support of some
merchant bankers for the SHP, with diredtors of
Seaforch Muaritime Invesiment and Dalseot Merchan
Bank both coniaining SMP members on thedr boards,

But s the throe Scostish banks pui i, the question is
Vundamendally political’ and it is on this politial
griterion thai the ruling <ase ls split. Foo much of
Britlah big business, &f lesst as expressed in their “own’
organs like The Times and the Ecosamist, the
aecessity of devolution has reluctantly been acceped,
if ool because of the real and visible pressure of the
Seottish masses. [1d4]

Their problem is o ride the tger. and (o ahave all
prevent the worst peasible aption — the foouation af
an umcomtrollahle executive of the Bdinburgh As-
semhly. For this reaaen 1hey {arnl the bulk of Scoliish
caplialyare not either Lor of againsi rthe Assemhbly, hig
preoceupied by such guestlons as whasher the
Assembly should have conirol over the Scattish

Uevelopment  Agency ar any  fuire Senllah
banking svsieny, Bark of which they are veheme by
"E-'-in'“ Fior the Apme reasamn, [:n::rl::-'l':::q.'lul rEpres-

eldien b5 row enthosiastically embraded by many
Britigh and Scotiisk induscrialists, in the hops of
hlacking auy ‘extremist’ povernmet, be it nazionalist

SoiNG FOR & SONG -Auctioning l_:ln:kl
of the Morth Sea to the Oil Camgani es.

or socialisr.

It wall e pwertly politieal asricodes which  widl
guice the changing views of capiial, in Scotland,
Tiritain and internatiosally, iowards the Assemblyand
ird execurive. Can ir guaranlee amvss (o the ERC afc
Morth Americs, can i guaranies political stahilicy and
can it roac aat the “labour infextbilicy” inheren in
Seollaed s strongly organised lnhour mavement? The
palitizal  wncertsoy  serroundicg  Chese  Quesismns
means thar For 19e next peciod  capizal wiil continue La
hedpe Bz bets, wich pubbic splis and continuing
pelilical crisis as the inimidiace resull,
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Basque fiag, official aceeprance af the leaching of
Basgue history in schoods and ransfer af natiochlist
parlitleal prispmers pearer home.

Even wilh the limigation and caution of (heee
demands from part of the Spanssh ScAte opparalus
isell (ihey did not inclede amnesty or election of an
Assernbly] they Mlaminate guite well che 'socialls
dynamic’ of the national quession in Spag, The maost
fimid- and conservarive expresston onoche Spanish
pqulvalens of devolution hes to address jrself direcly
te a confrontation wich the Spanish sate the asence
of the marional guestion, thai of politeal democracy,
i9 wrilier a0 the Bload of warkers on the siress of
Vitara pr Pazngloia

In Fragee, without thiny wvears al digataorship
behind it e ceniralism of b Fifth Republic sull
fe=ans the olfical diseriminaiion apgains] the Hrzzon
lasguage, rhe dllegalicy of fiying the Breon Tag wih-
pul 8- Aoroaipanying rrcelowr And the familiariy ol
seging czrefully chase nan-Breton CIG Hol palise an
demamsiiaibons or In accupativia

There is no palilical disceimivnton or palifsml
oporessicn aimsd o che Scortish mation. SEocnsh
histary i 1w banmed in schools, 1he 51 Andrews Cooss
(15 iguite peacsfully aver Scatland, and Eaglisls cops
are pid peeded Tar induaizinl or polizical rrowhle spats.
‘Ihe porrespanding constilutionslizay of the nationakis
movensenl bas iherefore quite definite material roals
There is no facus for & natioaal revalt, 1 dissrimina
ticm 10 mearels against, na flag o defiantly and dlepatly
fhy.

This absence af awy focws [og parional palitical
appeession prodinees o sy disrimet and, a5 ficst sight,
stranpe Form of “oationalisn’ @ Seeckand For the
arpmisarian & passivity of the nationalist Tores 10
recent vears rellecied The Fact thar che ballo b wai
e only Formi that phe mevemenr could tak=.
Self-acrivily, mhzs mabilizations and saliscrive Org-
ar e sals af Catalonin or eeen Quebed
nu SR [ arise.

FTCETNT
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Phe sanse disings fediures mark (he ShP. i pary

riveted o *Botish’ parliamentacy Tules, concaining 4l
the worst legiures af peiy  bodrgeoss elecrosal
creiimism, Ln rhe same woy it explains the absense af
any Torm of narlomalit culiures Heoland must be
aniue in baving oo mass folk feschvals, no lrerary
revivaks to parablel irs naticnatise growth,

This stradge Fana of ncionalism is alse rellecad in
1hie phsemoe af any historical self-oreanisatizn o dras
pan, [17] Even in Uhe (9405, with the combioation of
btk Tundtianing institurions of oatdonal bfe (Church,
aport, Taw ech and ihe sark reality of clirenic and
alrupr repional declins, rhe nalionadiss hatl. rato
ipAet on Seectish Jife, In Facr it was an e height af
Searlnnd's eceaoniic collapse in 1931 ther the Scoitish
FLIC were to finally isrisan their position of hame
rile.

To undersrand why i s recloy and nol farty vears
g that azr Assembly i being s Up, 0 55 Gcessary on
ook piere clossly ar che spedle Somes, invalven
amrmg 11 mass ol the Sconisl peopke rthersebes
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Bourgeois Democracy and
Devolution

THE BRITISH STATE & unigue in Europe; i
stablaiy virtimally unchallenged by milFary
IV ASHMEN, (AR d &Tal, Of PeEARANE ENEUrTECLIOE [Of oW
[y cenifuried. The madersal roods of this stabilsiy loy in
the world mle of iovestment and plunder by
IHNETEEnEh Ceniury oxpdnsioal, bt despite Lhe ail thae
these meatemal anderpuenimgs are afl bt undermined,
that experience of bowrgeoty democracy lias [efi an
|mdelible imprint on (he conscousness af the British
winrking cles

Even im Earopesn coantriess which have s==n
boisrgests demooracy confronted by couap 4 &ans, civil
wars and pre-revaladonary siteabions (France, Spain,
lzaky}, the dynamizm and jenactry of reformism and i1s
explicdl comiimimenl to Bourgenis democralic projeois
(Union of the Lef, Democratic Rupiure, Hisiork
Compeoomisc) i &n eloguent warming agxinst the nabve
idea ieal such deep sealed illusions amomg working
people can be challenged purely by propagands Inm
favour of soviel democracy. It 5 only by linking
such propagands 1o the real agent of seciz] change, 10
the direct cxperience of ihe working people themsely
ex, that susch dlasions can be broken. Bul thng dinegt
cxperiencs can only originace af cheir pressnt level of
conscipusness, nol &l some arbilrary grint whech
socinlists would prefer. As Leoin pu il:

You are diuty bousd o call ther democratic
prequdices what they are — prejedices. Bur At the same
(5w voru mud soberly Tollow the actual state af class
consckousnes and preparedmes of the entire class {nod
only of ks commanist vanguard) and of afl the
working peopls (now enly their advanced  ele-
menisl.” [15]

Ironically, it was the previoos ‘soccess’ and
durability of ‘Westminsier which has produced the
moidel in Edinburgh which in the fulime may
grslermine the Mother of Parlamenrs. Tiois this
demand for the renavalion of DOUEES0E BETOCERCY A8
the contemd of Scomish marionalism  which gives the
SMNP s classical pelly  Bourgenis  VAgEnes: and
ambiguity on every issue. The SMP ires (o dppear a3
ueeful a wehicle for the aspirations of a farmer i
Perthshire as it does o &n enginéér ia Clvdebank,

In thas sttusiton i is not enough Lo be in Tavour of
self-determination for Scotlamd — & '‘megative” right
hy definition. For every socmalist in Scoibaned mus
have someihing 1w say aboul what sort of forurs
Scpaland has & 'right’ to determine.

b Secaband voday L s necestary o ok up w5ih 1hls
profound desire for change, no matier haow confused
and ambigwons its exprossion. This was certadnly the
mnethod wsed by Trotsky bn his “Action Programme {o
France' writpen i 1934, |19] In a programime whoss

Whar i the *actua! siare of class consciousness’
adny in Seotland, and what does ihe demand for i
Ascetnbly represent? Mo ‘sober” analysis mn condude
{hat awave of reetiomary murionslisn is swesping the
country, To our knowledge, the only struggle iovoly-
ing nationalis demands has been in the steel inchestry.
Bai even there the SNP has been keptd at &im"s length
bw the local shap srewards. Mese importaniiy, rhe
campaign Lo sop the political levy W ihe Labopar
Faity imitinred by the natiopaliss has besn o dsmal
failure. Mowlere has this demand for an elecied
Aqsembly translared itsell inpo- an atack on 1he
arganised sirength of the labpur movement,

4 malemin Teads ps 10 wery  diffensnl
ranctnsions, Desades of urhan deprivation, of unem-
pioyment aral of political and financial cocruption of
the Labagr Party has buill up 2 Gaix of frusiralion
ANONg the Scoiiish glask,  Far seEssns
explained e v the traditional lahour mavemend
wns mar only undble 10 challenge tha: Coostiaton, ©
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alaved the role af willing accomplice o the decades of
fgilure. In a’society wirh desp rooded illusions o
Partiameniary demacracy, [ wga nevirable tha (s
desire Tar chanpe froon 1he Seodrish ‘werking peogle’,
gpanning the poy hourgenisie bo the heard ol fhe
shaur peserneir!, wonld be pus Forward o (erms. of
an inmevation, A #xlension, of hourgecks demeiesry

ilself,

central poimis tncluded disbanding  af (ke police,
mopapuly of fecdign irade, and workers conlrel, he
argues emphatically Tor Ao extensicn of baurgesds
democracy, for rhe seting ap of 2 single Assembly,
dlocted by aniversal auffrage, with deparies revocable
b their constnaents. *This', according Lo Troleky, ‘i
the arly measure that would lead the masses forward
instesd ef pushing them Backwards. A mMOore gensroas
denocrney would facilfate the struggle for workers
perwer.” [B0

Ta turn yous back on Doargeots cemocracy 1§40
farm sowr back oo the acriml comsciousness of the
inasses, @ slupidivy Trom ihe point of view' ol Leninar
Trotsky, Bus a1 the eame rimme tleetr eniine lives wirg
.perid Fipliting for 2 higher Foem of democraey, rhat of
rude hy the working people aver she sphere ol soclal
existeror ingide & socialis demacracy. I s the srltings
of Troisky on Germmany which give the cleares
puide W Lk Hak berween the lwas appasing Sysiems of
demaecracy:

e covirss of many decsdes, workers hove built
ap their owa organizations wicthin hourgeois demo-
crucy, by wiblising i, hy lighilmg it, Lheir own
sireapheids and hases of |||_..:|||:|:nr::.n demurasy, 1he
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rrade unions, the political parties, cthe sducational and
sports ubs, the or-opirglives, ele. The prolaariar
cannot  take power withim the formal bmits of
bargenls democracy, bat it can only de s by cnking
the roed of revoligion. This has been proved by bodh
thenry and sxperience. Ard these bulwarks of workers
demnocracy witun the bourgess slale Are %b’ﬂllill‘ﬂ!{
essepiial for taking the revodurianary road.” [21]

The Assembly in Edinbargh will of course be a
representative body of bourgeois power, complele
with § separation betwesn legislarive and execurive,
and the bulli in divorce beiween ihe masses and
effective poditical power. Even withowl Westmimster®s
wetoes B s no more likely 1o organise the working class
m an active ankd effective coniral of sociely than
Westminsler has been, Any illosions on than score are
precsely  whisl Lemna cabld "m‘ﬁ]m'. Hur the
guesticn will be posed; how s §l pessible 0 both
‘piilise’ and flght' this pes Assembly and rhe
considerabie snthasiasm the working pepulation have
inis?

The ew Asembly on Calton Hill 12 more than &
mmvind-Westminster, or A maxi-sized City Chambers. [
appears 1o the mass of the population as a radical seep
wway from the decay ol Westmmster or the corruplicn
aof Cilasgore®s Cliny Coancil, As long as the moss of the
popalation remain committed o bourgecds . demae-
cracy, it is inewiable that their demonds for change
will b articulated through the Totum of Lhe Assamldy,

Evwery wulgar dempcratl will ke fighting 1ooth and
aAl 10 gnsaie that the meEsses Send 0 the -\‘.H‘l'l'll"'l:l'
through che paxsivily and atomasation of the ballot
Sociakisis mave cxoctly tlse pppardibe mim. Cir BED 15 10
eneourdge and promofe the masses 10 relae o (he
Assembly, using their own seli-organisation, their
own collegrive weight, their pofitical arpanisakans,
ardl throwgh this 10 encourage the maximam discrust
in praciice of constitutbonalizm and electonalsm

Praletarign democracy cannol be prociaimed or
artificially created. Ius shell, irs “nucleus (s ase Trots-

Advartirament

ky's wards) exisl 1oday inside bourgenis demuocracy,
bt extending oo develapitg these "auclel’ ¢an anly be
the wark of the masses themiselves, learming Troam Eeir
own expeceerioe ol Lhe necessary condlict betwesn the
e differens foems of  poliicad  Tube.- MNaormally
t'l:ll.:lrEﬂ'l}CIF SO ¥ Qprdles 1o ensrg Lhar this does mod
happen. Eitkeor workiog class Jdemocracy s shunted
ittt Lhe Torms of Sindustezal dispates', o 15 bah palit-
cally and physically paralysed by the higher Bw of the
lagd, The serlng up of the Assemibly provides an
ooparunity 10 keeak rhai pracrice.

In supporting Lhe setling wp of an Assembly. il B
possible 1o urgs thar the consitarional legalism of
Westminsier's vabes should Be swepl assde and Legisla-
tham incraduced which will imrroduce panitive taxation
an peivale capdial in Seotland, 1 will ke possihle o
demand that the Assembly™s execulive sabolage the
apending curs or wages palicy of 'Westminster, and
that workers should B brought aut o the SIrese, &
tney did doring the UCS struggle, 10 defend that
palley.

The cormesstoms of this fgnt wadl b a8 consistint
siruggle within the labowr movemsnt for an Assembly
which will assume the powers 1o implement & soclakisc
progrumme. Al gl limes this will mean Uressing the
gctive strengih of argamised working people in rrde
urkiGnd, fendnls commtitlees, local action coemmibtees
or palitical pastiss against the rescricrions and legal
Bousdanics of (s Assently and e conservatisen of
the reformiss who it there, demanding that they base
themselves ai (his achie¢ srrengin.

10 is A loability to ondersiand this relazon beeweon
projearian and  bourgesis democcacy which has
caused much af the <riis of the Europsan exirems
lefe. Conlronted with che dynantisen and resilience of
Bodrpends demopraey, erganisations  llke Lot
Coiginug ar Avanguandia Operaia in liahy wacillate
berwser the ulura-lefiisn of *sovierism® and apporiu
nism of tatl-ending class patlabecation:
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SOCIALISTS € THE NEW RISE OF SCOTTISH NATIONALISM

THE REBIETH of narionalis mavements in Britain
il clsewhers in Egrope & esplamed away by the
pocl democrmtic and & lurge part of the Marxis lef
maledy by referenoe 1o the bocalised economie depriva-
sen produced by the aneven mature of capitahisg
developmend. [22] This analvsis of the rebinh of
miosal  movements, however, léads 0 dimecrly
pobdical conclusions

I the problem = an essenually. «onamic one,
hen thee “solalion” 1o the mew forces thrown ep in
Senilamd, almost o labor@ory-puare - specimen of
pepronal declise, can be found purely af the level o
econpmic demands snd pallisives. in the peculiar
wecabulary of most of the British lefr, long aocust-
pemed by traditions of syndicalism o anabysing and
Eting upon only the most direct guestions comnectégd
wath the [ECLOTY process, “sconminc” Queslioms equal

“EhEAR guicshiona, -Il”

b i this ideniification of ‘class questions’ ansl
Sseomoamic questions’ which showes paris of the exi
peme lell im0 3 srange afllance with ihe Tribane
group, whoss members make op the bulk of the 70
pdd Labowr MPs opposed 1o devnlubion. Bul ihe
“mi-nanbonalism’ of the Tribunites is of 8 remarkabdy
| phowmey kind, wilh anti-devolutionisss like Eric Heffer
o= Meill Kinnock screaming for bmpor controbs io
defend ‘Britich’ industry against the foreigners.
Cppasition to an elected Assembly 0 Sepland = only
e kogic of their overall political positions, that of
s diwian socialiss :ociety achicved with the success
of Perlismentary legisiiion. It o this Parfiamentari-
smewm mnd glectoralism which forees them omto their
Rmees 1o worship af the shrine of the Palace of
Lg--- Lt

The Danger of Accommoda-
tion to Nationalism

A N I —

L

L ZEL BN _E el

{ BN THE MIDET of so musch confusion on the Far lefi,

e socaaies Mands ot ge dn excepiion in SIREEsIng the
el goesbon. Despite our deep and probably
N pesing disagreements wilh Tom MNakr, [f mas be
isesdedped thai his writinge have focussed ot
s on guestioes long ignoced by the workers
meemant. However, his analysis ol Scotlasd's
D peieical mod social lfe iz overshadowed by the
 oemfamed and occosionadly reactiondry cosclisions he
aliewss from e [26]
Today Mairn 15 the foremaos defénder of (ndepen-
Seser Tor Scotband among the Scotrish left. To delend
e poaltbon he Bunches imo @ critigue of the basis of

B pocinlinl movemnend, In o the pasi, he claims,
Ssocialiaty  have pinned (oo muoch faith oo the
pmomality of working class siruggle’. Therelare,

ey b i inadmissable o oppose such lendencies
Pationalism im general, Scoltish - mationalisn o
partkculas) i the name of absiraa imernationalism, a
mversal secialist or class siruggle thal exizls onky tn

Sovereagmy of the Mother of Parliamenis forms the
wery core of theis polditical philosophy and anything
which appears 10 weaken i, incloding an electod
Assembly in Edinburgh, will provolke the mos
wvehement opposition. Compared to delence of - the
rights ol Wesbminsier, (ke new problems thrown up by
the natiomal guestion n Sootland ase J'..Iil a3 brrelevanl

aspiraison”. [ET)

Ths Maim consirugre the same counterposicion
betweesn the 'class siruggle’ and the nationsal guestion
at the SWP — borrowing the scomomist division
between the Iwo Trom [he extreme lef) be s 50 often
pouring soorm wpon. Apparently For Nadra, ‘such
iendenciey” & the general sirikey in Pamplona or ibe
sockl convulsions shaking Caraloala kave nothing 1o
da with the "class struggle’, 125)

But {71 his soepiicizm towards moy only Mamcdsm,
bt more dmporianly rewards whar he calls ‘rhe
ratlomnliy’ of werking cass srrapple, which gives him
the biggest prohlbems, for it forces i inlo & oLy ol
seacializm in which Lhe self-organisation of the masses
has no sasible robs a play. Discussing the problems of
sncialism operating inside an independent Scoaland,
he explainy thal our biggest problem il& nacy
concerned with che real ar imaginary moer patential of
a self-poverning Scotland, bar his exiemal relations.
He goes on to exploin thap be means by this *.. the
cloction of & Buropean Parliamem based on apiversal
suffrage... noi the Europe ol Hberalizm or conmeree,
ban i Enropeaf peoples and regions”, [29]

In this wenariao ihe siropele for socialisn |5
sofmehow reduced oo defi manipularion of national
Eomendaries and of stade sirecures, ather o e form
of e “exrernal relacions' of Seacland andor the
transformucian ol the EEC inte ‘réal”  EBaropgan
unity. Bul this rosy view of Edsgpe 5 uiopaan, for
Muirn's Burope al peopics collapses in the face ol
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to the Tribune grous as they are 10 the econamism of
the far kefn, [24]

Thiz economism cosnbined with ulira-leftism chara-
crerisiic of prganizarions sech as Lo Conrlea |s re-
vialed i b positbon of Lhe Socialist Werkers
Pariv, previously the  International  Social-
i Imop recent pamplier on Scotland  [35] they

exnlin carcectly che [eldlics o she Assembly as n
vehicle for secialism, However, they argne as (he
altermadive thal: ... The kind <f ind=pendence and
poower we peed 3 1aRc which links regsher contiol
over aur day fo day fives theaugl workers councils
with imternational control over produacrion [or humao
meeds." Linforenacely such workers councils da nol
vel exisl, 50 in the meamdme ..., "this  mesdE
developing the Rack arud File Mavemens !

Ro, ooumerpesed i the  Assembly.  the  firss
Partigemen! m Scollacd ler over vl hundeed vesirs,
suppared hy rhe vas majorizy of the Soariish working
people, we mre piven e Rank ast File Moesmenl,
This is swrely abaurd posiuring of (he most infanrile
Kind, which cmt, and dods, resall o polieald
paraiyvsiz. In a pampaler of peer 70K wards an
Seatland, 1he comsades of the SWE even leave us
gaessing on the relevarl Quexion of whether they
wonld ware aginsl ihe sening up of an Assembly o
any relérendint! The sl world o bourgedis demo-
cracy which rhe warkers of Scotland live in, complete
with  elscrions, |rf¢r¢nr-a. A dipecLly eleciad Aa-
semblies is conjured away e 1he magie of the Rank
and File Masemuent

Bul the SWP are not even cossistent; Tor they do
el onseer whas form inese internarional workers
coanils” wouhd ke We all have larned [rom she
experience of Slalinism in the Likraine aor among the
Fariais that the |.'u'i|.'|."1|."}{‘ el sell-determmnation would
be integral o any’ new inrernatinal workers demp-
cruey consrmacied om che ruins of Europsean,’ misd
wirld, capitalism. loside the framnework of ecanomae
pinnning we wonld weleyne the preatest possible
tecentralisation ol devision making, as the very
backbone of prolecarian mle

Lemin's maxim sill scands: sacialism will bring the
snd of all parional panisions, buc e the same time wil
ircmese and develop the differentiation of humanity.
What place wonld an elecied (mvien) Assembly in
Seolland have inside the comend of dome international
warkers councils? Presumakly the 3%WP would main-
sain their opposinion, bur the local absiracioess and
aloganising of their notion of eooalism leaves you
none the wiser,

growing. intercapitaliss  competion . brovehi on by
poanami slump.

Hi: Burope ol regians is hswding dirscrly for an
open and prafanged crisis of government and Stace
rule, above all in France, Spaht and  Icaly, The
passibiliny af a peaceful communicy af small national-
ities ouely msakas sense 1F the real werld of Europs, 2
wirld of noked unid groowing class conflicls {41 che vl
of the coonamy and palrsoel lite) is ignarec.

Huirn doss more than gneee them, for inssead ol
the vlass siruegle as rhe motar farce af history. his
view 15 1aar rhe uneven deselopmeni ol capivalisc dnd
rhe aariaralisi movement i sptwns coday coslilue
the 'domisanl cotisadicibon’ of world soziev, The
develapmenr, in theaght and action, of sacialism over
Lhie sl ceoluey has BEen Cpremmiurs’ “rl:EEl'-ﬂE
against successive waves af natsonalism chal it had oo
chazsice of trasnsecnding ar defenring, [Hi:

Thie conclusisny of this theory relase Lo U very Con-
cepeton ol socialisnt irseH: Tomi Nzirn is farced o re
ject the basic staring poinl ol sociglisis s
Nlasx: That  rhe seckalist society we fmht Tor s
prefigured in lhe  material  reality of capliakism’s
class sdrachure, in irs  Fformadon ol che urbdn

prabeasiat,  andl in the wnlalkling af s awn
cuniradisions o every sphere ai sacinl ife. For
Mnirn, socialism i instesd 2 moral cousade, & sasl of
left ever fram the bese values of the Enlightenmenti.
Tr paraphrase anather -wriler,  bis  conceplien of
sociailem is analogaas Lo U idealism ol mbonalism
itaslt A&l i pamits 8 Lhe prars, material sbrkipgls T
class pawer == saihes, dermansiralione, els, nsur
foctions arocivll wis the =l ol ermesrial
reyalulion

The entize praniss of This aricle has heen thatl it is
pegsinle and imperacive 10 both base pourscl] o char
‘errestrial revelution’ omd celate 1o the developing
pelivical crisés in Seotland, Decsdes of defenrs and
demsezaliantion omong the 1ef, combined with the
déad hand af Stalinism, have stunied 15e developmenr
e thepry and practice of ereative Marxism. Daspite
{ne continuing weaknesses of revelutionnry Marism,
it = ez bareer aosiible wo cvnds the oew problans Lhas
decaying captialism throws in our 71308 The mzianal
gaiestiom in Soatland §5 enly oneaf these probims, b
pepry i@ Ten paints b the fa than [ will nos bethe
lesisr impierLant.
BREIL WILLTAMSON

i. Submissaan to the Crowtksar Commission or
SonEEituan: 15EA-71

L The Crisis, Tory GIAN 9875

3 ‘United Sacrelarlal Theses on Britain’, Iriema
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