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. X Introduction

Isi February 1976 the thearetical  joormal ol the
Carmmunisl Parcy ol Oreal Beicain, Maraksm Today.
casficd an arbcle hy Geoll Raberbs gntitled “The
Palitics of the Inteenational Marxis: Group — Aspeiis
af a Cririgue®. In siriking  cearrasd [0 prevhoues
altempls (o crvileise Trodsksist politics comimg from
this guarier, the arlide avalded iradiional Staltnis
slamders. and instead sought 1o eddoess nell b0 a
seripns criligue of {he” politicol |ing of. the' Foarth
Intermarionzl and i3 Britsh seoden 4o -the recen
perinad. Cin ks bashy Bobens develops & erivigue of the
thewrelbcal irsdbing of Troiskzism, which bo sees o
necsssartty praducing the devialions be has sapposeddy
fiterifed i che TS End L

The fungamemally archadoxr CPGE standpoint af
thie authar & indiedazed by Roberks® profession of loyal-
17 1o ‘the Brosd contpdrs ol paliy ouilined in The
Briimh Road o Socdelsm - " and s “hasically
(rhough nob esclasivelyh pistilve pisssament of the role
al 1The world communist movemend . 5 (pd6) Hos-
ever, Roberts seeks Lo bolster up the posiiians of The
Britishy Romd o Socladlsm with an allecipl 10 appro-
printe the political lepacy of Antanio Gramsci. Flis
wrticle thus has the added interssl of  preseriing
currently [askicnahle iheses of 'Bore-Communism'
on rhe najore of the revedution i the West, inoche
farm of & covtdgue of Troiskeism,

Az we will show, Boberis' atteck on che Trorskyis
Lteareties! maditon iovolyves an absucd carcaturs ol
Talsilicativn, whie his tnrerprasazian of Gramsel and
ardiens on ibe road oo ssclalism in the advasesd
capitalial coupiries demies the real problems of hMar xis)
sirategy “in 8 bourgeois democracy, We will aho
consider his mare specific critigue ol the perepeaives
al the 15310 and F1 ls 1be lns; Fra years.
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The Crisis of British
Capitallsm since 1968

1M ROBERTS' VIEW the IMO and FI wers possesced
in the early seventies of o grotesguely exaggecated
concepeian af the crisis 'of caplialism which led them
1o adopd @ sevies of oliradelist amd subjeciivisl
polithcal positsens. The Fourth Imernational’s theses
on revolurinnary perspectives in Eusopes aod Britain
published in Infernational, Vol 2, Nos 1 & 2) ane aled
by Boberld & he source of these ermors. Thegs
documents argued thar the postwar boom was ending
snd that a penéralissd recession throughout the
cagigaliss world was imminent. Roberie quodes 1w
surmmary  statements froms these decaments: "The
pocialist revolution 35 once again on the agenda in
Eurape, nor just in broad historica] perspedtive... bal
even from a conjunciupal point of ¥iew'; and in
Britadn, ‘s head-on collisbon bereeen capital and
|kt wewits umaveidahle in the peziod belove 15,
Both of thess perspectives insasied thai ini the zom-
ing period the birth of 3 new profearion power Gip-
ahble of confronting the bourgsols stare wonld he plac-
ed on ihe Agenda after she long guiescenoe o 1 -
s sines 1945, In Britaio il firs steps on she path 10
such 4 development Iny thrmagh unifying and geodral-
wing ofl curren secuppbes o the direction af a
General Strike ro bring down the Tary gosermncnt
Roherts arpgues Lhar the perapective of o ‘growing
seomomie crisis it commonly acoepled oo the BT, 18
I5-adl very well to write this in 1976 when ihere Is
wirtunl uranimity oo ihe depth af this crisis; nol
merely within the T=ft, but in society 45 & whole. Bug in
1972 and 1973 when che UEF] theses werp Ll
presensed this was nol at all the case, Moreover these
tlstses Argmed thar the appeoaching peoeralissd recess-

inm wold invedve many novel elonenis -:-:-mr!u:r_.d
LE . & PSR I AN EREIONR S ra et PR

e e e

wre, continaal inflarion, oo incapacity 10 meel the sew |
neads generated during the perlod of the post-war
boom, etcl. |
The eeonomic perspedive of be decisons of the |
Foarth Intermaticnal were guided in these peripociivis
by she analysis of Esiest Mandel's Lale Capitalise
{ithe first edition of which was pubhahed in Germany
in 19720, Although rhe parcicalar theses n thls work
by mo mesns command unanimous ossent  amog
Troiekyists, the seope of Hs snalyss of he post-war
b, and s interent lkmies, farmished the Fl with 2
prescient and penetrating accoint of 1be akiure of the
coming econgmic crisis. Despice the Tact that thers are
many lalenied economing inskle she  Buropean
Communist Parties, during the babe sixties and carly
siventies they did sor provide sy crirical or oolerent
Marxiss perspective o e [utdre of the capicalist
economies, [1]

Lookiog back Lo the peripd 1972-706, was the Fl
wrong to declare that revolutionaries must prépare fiar
a prafound crisds of 1be bourgenis polifical ander; a
neew upsuirge of warkers® itruggles apd the radicaliza-
tion of n new workers' vanguard? In gifferent waye,
the events in Spain, Poriugal snd Ity bove amply
horne our the perspective laid dawn in the ihesss of the
USFL. In Poetugal &nd  Spain siruggles agains
capitalist power have thrawn op embryoks workers
councils and ocber papular insitutons which poten-
sally embedy B fundamental threat Le borugoois Tike.

In the Partuguese Fresidentinl election: o canilidaie,
Chigln d= Carvalho, sanding Foc che suppressian of
capitalism-and she consolidation ol organs of warkers
power wom 17 pee ecnt of the popalar vole — well
ahead of the candidare of the established Compunis
Party, In Frovee and Inaly rhere is every prospect Ll
electaral advance will cheey the major werkers parmiss
into the Government, witk Far-reaching congsquenses
for the extrn-parliamentary mabilisation of bath the
bourgsaisie and working ¢lass. Elisally |6 Brirgin che
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Bur in ouar view the leadershep of the IMO aL thia tinse
did mon correcily inrerprer the VSFL theses. It was
overwhelmingly likely that Heath woukd (no the
circumssances call an aleciion. The fadlure of the [MO
&l this Lisme was thar of substioeing b=fi propagandis
phrase-mongering for a4 clear oriendation b the
Cieneral Elecrion, In the view of the authors of this
article, who formed an oppedition =dthin the MG
lendership af 1he time an< later formed an orgamised
oppasLion in the membership, before the election the
18 slould have advocated an independent cRmpaign
far Labouar and For an Action Programme i oaneel fi
capitalla crisis, [2]

Al spane podnds in e dramacic -clashiea belween
Hesith and the labaur maverment Uhe 1¥G implied chat
there wax an  immediate prospéclt ol diveloping
it bons of dial power; Roherts quodes rhe special
tgsue of Red Weekly produced in the i:|||:!1l.'l.1iall.'
alermatly af the February 174 General Eleztion when
Healh tried 1o form & new gavernment, The Hed
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there would be a “besd-on collision betwesn capital
and [abour', Afber the event it is, of course, possible o
make & much richer and more specific analyes of the
fandurnensal sucial and polidcsl forces engaged in this
period, ihough curiously, Robers makes no arlsmpt
b dio ehiis.

The maomentous siruggles againd Heath led o
wideipresd accspiance of important new methods of
strugghe (e.g. factory ocouparions, flying mass pickets)
ond culminaied in an unprecedented eruption al
cuirn-parliamentary prodetorian  acticn  within the
elegioral procedures of the bourgeois political order-
The fact that he miners decided (o remain on rike
after Heath called an edection was probabiy decisive in
sevuriag my elecioral vigary for the Tabour Pany and
in underminicg the teaditioaal elemoral hase of the |
Capservarive Parey. The watchwond that Al ciarrens |
wackers siruggles should ke unified and sxiemded inla
& general sivike 10 bring dowi the CRl¥ernment wis,
wherefoss, perfectly comres and thoraughly vindicared
by subsequehl deselopments,
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Action by the mimars brought
Haxth government in 1974,



Tewidy dereg ths pericd wmi resposuble for &

e me-remding of everts, stemming from a fadlare
s graap the fendamental charsoeristics of o class
wragghs wiabin 8 bourgsoh democracy. An inloxicsted
wd wlrw-deft vimbon of cscalating proletarian mobili-
sthon snimpeded by the instilwtons and forms of
Bomr e powET with (6 our opinion evident in some-of
the IMPG"s agitarion and propagands. [3]

Bui we woald poinl out thil the opposition which
devrinped within the [MG supported the USE] theses
whisch Robers identifies as e sporce of the IWBG"s
ulizs-lefiium., In fact we consddered Lhag these erTors
were departiures from the perspectives. which haxl
been developed in these documents

Il we bivivewer turn [Tom thess parficilén errom o
the CPOB we Tied thar despite Roberts” incantaiory
evocation of the *Leninist concepl’ of the “present
mammernl” the press of the CPROB was almosi basren
throughout this period of any aremps o unalyse the
original and apeeific conjunciure of these years. While
during the permod 1972-7T3 the IMG repeatediy
disonssed the specific featwees of the Heath govern-
ment amd the greal oppormunites that the siruggle

againsg | provided Ffor  revolutiomires, Maruism
Today published litde thai oould be des-
cribed evem as an miempd ta aaalyse the curremt
CoRjuncliune.

Sam Aaronoviich published am edicle enmtitled
*Perspectives for Class Siruggle and Alliancs” but the

prosmise of i title waa Beirayed By & highly generic
discussion of the fasks zhead: afber expressing
indignation rhat the Tosies wers abdicating Britsh
‘narbopnl soverelgary®, Aaronovitch meanderad w0 a
conclusion that belore 'sectaliz revolurion® became
‘an lmmediare agitarional issue’ there wouald be a
‘profonped A complicaied prooess’. The reader was
left wnenlightened as 0 the exaci narore of this
projonged and comples process,

Anather artiche that promised a specific amalysis of
the natenal conjunciure was Mike Costella’s "Oppar-
mamities in the Present Siluation’ pubdished in Muorgism
Teduy i Aupust 1973, The essence of Cospello's
argument was thal the class srugghe in Britamn whs
ripudly sharpening

‘In such circumstances of sharpened class struggte,
there can be nio doushe that open recousse o fascis
methods of rele will be arempred by the ruling cngs,
and thas the movement will also throw up disroptive
uitra- bt bodies such as those which help o sabodage
the unity nevessary for sooisl transformalion 1oday as
im Chideor Frange.”

The hopeless confusion apd peribom orvor 1hAt
Coatello mannges 10 pack imo & singhe sentence, far
wilder than even the mosi ill-considorsd smemenis
Roberts assiduonsly seeks our in Hed Weekly 13
unforiunately typical of Cosiello's offermg, and
conslimmes afmos the sum wdal of what could be
learnt about the “carrent mamen:” from the pages of
Mardsm Todey. A debate on (he pary's PrOgramme

‘wats conducred in terms which wosld npply to any |

advapesd capifatis coantey and was silent oo the
specific Teatuics of 1he prospects far British eapital-
LAk,

The more popalar productions of e CPGR
manngad 1o avaid Coaiello's hysienn only fo ceplace it
with Lepsd aml- Tary cunt and homilzss on the nesd fac
2 Laboar Goverimeis! commisred o lell policies, Y&
dating this period milianis of the CPGH were
well-plaped mo pive 8 new polivical dimensios o the
striaggle agniner che Hesth govesnmeni. The LOTITL,
which was acgaitised and led by these militanis, playved
a4 innjos rode in the mobilsations against Heath and
had the patential of hépaming o permanent focas For
the mosr advanced militants, co-ardinatng  and
paliticising the trade union siruggle. [7 it had held
repuilar,  democraticaliy-orgamised  eonferendes, 18
winnkl Bave Begun 1o -develop 25 an independenl _p»:.ﬂ.-.f:
of working class politics: given the passivity of the
Laboiic Party during this period ihere was a burning
need For such a lecus for those inwvgived in the
siriggles thin were destroyving the government, i

Insfed ibe LODTLU confired fsell o pirlincroey
pme-day ralfies, heavily contralbed by ihe plocforom and
excluding democratic discussion ol diflesénl coneep-
ricns of the way forsard, LCDTL sapporters wioe
nid encouraged 1o develop a programies of actlviiy on
a Jocal bases, Had the LCTXTU developed in the ways
indicated, nor only would it kave been able 1o furnish
more effective support o the miners (and he

bur it would alse kave constured o Tormidsble
oleacle 19 the suhseguent actbons of the Labour
Cryvdrmmient.

The faslre of the CPGB during this period was
dmermined by a numaber of sonsideraions: it did not
want 1 allenate Tack Tomes amd oller 1ef] frade emian
Leaders: it Ceared dhnp such an initGative would ooape
s control; and 4t Feared e ceaction 19 any apen
Cammunist politkcal lnfiingve.

[#] OF epures this concludion is reachsd nel almply
by Bnalysing Ihe new accnomic crigie inde which
caplialiam |5 plunged, bul through ideniilying the
pirietly palltical dissrray al the bourgeols ordar —
guch & e dilticullias o aslablishing succEasar
ragimes in Spain, Portugal and Greece: the hislorc
falfure b0 achiove natlonnl Inbogratbon swithin the
Britksh and Spanish stotes: the unprocendonbed test
to bourgeols politkaal institulions n France and lioly
thal will be posed by governmenis based on worthers
paries atc.

|2] When respurces permll,8 salection of discuskon
bulladins produced in ihe IMG an these points will be
psblished.

[3! Fobars ooubd have quoted, bul dees noel, the
ganclusion of the Red Weekly's brosdahsal wihich
declared that it wauld ‘soon be necessary not only to
driwe the Tomes drem offior bul 1o smesh il the
institwibons ihrokgh which the naling cless acanolss
thadr powear'. This slelament soamed to diapanss sven
with the preliminary of inabliutions of dulel power.

Gramsci against Trotsky?

IHE GENERAL THEORETICAL bmues raised hy
Hobers supply the kernel of hid eridgue of the Fl
and ike MO, When Robens writes dhat the IMG
fafled 1o understamd the ‘preseml moment” of o
ideniify. the specific features of {he national con
punciure i Britadn his argument rests nol o AEY S06-
fderations peculiar to the British codpeictude —
which he i remackably animjeresied — bai on omiain
wwpposed Testiuies of all sdvanced cupsinling coumtrsn.

The “neronal rosd” e proposs for the Bridsh
workiog class i virmmlly identical o the “mabionad
foad” propessd for the French or lmiias working
class. The crucial reference poind fos Roberis is the
work of Gromsci, which functions s a talisman for
wariding o1 the supposedly ‘ulirs-lell’ spiric-of Trod-
skvism, and for legitinzaring Roberts’ own views con-
cerning the primacy of ideclogscal sLruschares withim
1he power syalem of bourgenis society.

The resuhing confection is offersd as jussificanon
for ihe politics of The British Road b6 Saclallsm — 2
justificaibon which, we may mote in-passing: is unbikedy
to have oodarmed o the original suthors of the Britesh
RBopd who displaved po; sagemmess £ven [0 porml
Cipanect 1o be poblihed ler alone supply him with a
cultisralssL gloss

There are ceri#inly major differences’ of boih
e maed conachgnics ki the work of Troisky aod
fmhed without a carelul atempt to dscover the real
argament and position of rhese two outstanding
barnis thinkers and leaders. For differen reasons the
work of both Gramac and Trofshy cannol be fmply
evalumied and cousie-posed on the basis of a few
gaoianons and summmary jadgomsinrs (el auEume thar
the respective contribisiion thar they have made 1o 1o
-I:Ll_l."i Marcist analysis and sevolulhonery ﬂl'UI.I'H
exist ready-mmaide in their writings

Even serfing aside the histerical gulf thnt separates
us [rom them, we face critical problems in interpreting
their wark: in the case of Gramsel becanse his

wiiiings, sepecially the Prisen Notebooks from which |
Rioherts guiates, @ie noloriously dense and crvplics o
the case of Troiky the prodonged vilification which
fhas abscured his political ihoughi &nd action make 1he
necessary balanced and scmipalous imerprelation o
his work moare than nocmally difficudt — lor abvious
reasons, e theorstical journal of the CPGE f& cae of
the bast places where an ‘iaocent’ reading of Trotsky
shald b asrempred, Armed with these wamings let os
rvw ger diown Lo cases

Roberts apparently. neaily counisrposes. Cramsci®s
spenikon Lo the specific Fesiures of the socmd forma
L i Ut advanced coumiries of Wistern Eutope 1o
Troisky's supposed retuerion of all national politics:
to the dicrares af the world economy, Theoretical
“peanontism’ 0 Trotsky, we are tald, leads 10 podicical
valuntarism (p.51) Trotsky sopposedly espoused the
‘war of manceuvre’, and the wraesgy of ‘Toonial
witack” on bourgepis mate power. This is allegedly

established on the ambority of Gramsci and then illa-
sirated by a few setences from Trotsky's writings.
According 10 Roberts the besie formula of Trot-
sky's 1ransitional programme can b peduced 10 an |
abstract amd mechadistic schema; ‘sysiem In crisis,
parly must presend sociakist selwiion, masses will be

The Rusaan filmtu'tinn - part of the Workd Revolution,
or mamly the product of Russia's internal avolution?

[oeced 10 adopt these selutions by the objective kg
of the crisis, daal power, resalution,” By comirasl, we
are lold, Gramss undecstood that in Wesiern caps-
txlist sacieties the srate is only the fouter ditch’ of
Bpir genis poaver and Uhe real hasis of this peser is the
idesbogical hegemony’ of de bourgeoisie. The Lask of
‘the warking class led hy its party” s [0 sngige in g
Fwar of position” and b smablish o il proletarian
hegemany belare [ can *reize pawer”.

Roberis sugeeils tha: The Hritish Rosd to Secialsm
lavs put the path 1o prodelarian hegemarry and, afto
peceiary delays, o, proletarian power, becaose in

“COramscian Tashbon it iakes account of the specificity

of Rritish traditions, coltire instincions; s,

It muast he said thay Robers displays no e, or
eve Imieres, in establishing Girameci’s renl argument
concerming (he “war of pasition’, the saie a5 an outer
ditch’, the *starting point® of internalipnalism, efe.
There i= like excuse for this since the editors of the
cacellent English edition of the Prison Nodelooks,
From which Koberts quares, explicitly wam che realder
of a3 beast some of the problems iovolved {see the
‘Ingraduction’, ppd06d and specifienlly fooimobe 15,
p. 236

Thiss; for example, Trosky was he  lending
oppoment of the “war of manoeuvre' and the *sicaoegy
of the offensive’ in both Lhe milicary nrd  poicical
debates ol fhe sarly twenties 1o which Geamsel |5
referring in the passages guoted hy Roberis. The
theses o the Einibed Front which Gramescl b5 endorsing =
were, in Facl, presenved ar the Comintemn Cangress by
Troisky, (s Gramsci elsewhere indicares, po23607in
opprsition to mast of the Tralian Commoagists. =ho
sponsared rhe ‘thesey ol the affensive’ in the palitcal
sphere,

Citven the dates an thess texis (they are all woben in
ihe early tilrtles and the circumstance that Geamsel's
niores were heing smagelad aut of Toaly by frends in
dse Sovier Embamay, 0 B quite Tikely thar the real
sazpel of ramsci's scricoures wae Sookin's . Third
Periad poliey, These rotes are in any case often in-
sangisterl and abscurs even rhamagh sl the s lans:
ihey may be supgestive and drillant. This sometimes
it s tleg szane which isthe awler disch, nouler passages
it is rhe superstructicsl insinstiens. which constiule
e “frenches' while the repressive apparanis is ihe
inmer fartress ol bourgendn power, Sometintes b
ganing point of revolutionary politles is rhe tinrer
mational ciass” (the prof=oriacy and it is che task of Lhis
inrernaticnal class 1o m@ster the origmal “combina
tion' represented by rhe mationa] conjunciuds i osher
pusszgss The starkog polnn must be the national con-
junenise pnd ir is the goal (sociatist rewahiion) which
s inbermaions] in clidraier

it will ripe b= appropate for us bere jooseek 1o
wnrawel the  digliactical ” movemen: af  Cemimsel™s
thomght which wowld exploin some of theee apparent
incomymlencies. W sienply insist thai grasping Che real-
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mist alsa insist that however complex and ryplis
COraimsel’s thought may be be never adopred a
refarmist ssandpoint iowards the bourgeais saie and
L peed For the working class (o desivoy that skabe if a
path to seciglism was 19 be opened up.

it Is therefore guite wrong for Robems oo indroduce
Gramaei™s arpwmenl in suppoen of the siracegy of Tie
Hriclesh Rosd to Socdelism, aod ecpecially 1o da ao
witlhout any serious attemnpt (o efucidare Gramsci's
real pasiiaoes.

The Problem of
Bourgeois Democracy

THERE I5 A MAJOR THEME in Gramsc's wWritings
o L specaficliy of the West which Eaberis ignores
alingether significantly enough b is 8 poinr . of
partial canvergence in 1he political thought of Gramsci
and Troosky. Far bath, a cruclal defining feature of
Crowernmienss in the boorgeois demisCrels: slales i3 thas
they est on the comsent of the masses — though the
fundamenial puaronise ol bowrgeods so al relations
rematns. U stALe repressive  apparaces.  Curiously
enaugh thers @ na mentios i Kobers' ariicle of the
fact 1hAL 1he "western’ social Formations, 19 which e
constantly refers in Boailice direcied ar the FI, are
oy hourgenks demooracies.

Irstead lwe locaies e specificiny of these social
Tormations solely in the “ideslogical/suloeral Irame-
work' anrd its suppossd C‘primacy’. Undowbeedly
idestogical and cultural insthutions and praciices do
play A major rede in howrgeris democralis syals
gince thes help 1o produce the sonseni upon which the
bBoargenis demacrazic regime rests. [4] For ihis ansd
e reasons the development of & systematic critique
of, and assault wpon, bowrgeeds cultwral and jdeolog-
cal bnsharions amd pracices is a vital task for revee
luticiraries

e of the most positive  developmenss ol oecenl
wears has been (e advances made in this aren by the
wodnet's movemsent; rthere are alsa signs of 1he begin-
ning af u revaluliomary erichkque of 1he edacarional and
healrth care system. Mew fonms ol culbaral conmesiasion
of hpargenis sccial setations have appearsd In many
felds. Hewever it woald ke guile wrong 1o imagios, 23
Koperis appears 10 de, that there can be d sell-
safficient project for escablishing *peolernrian hege-
mony' in the colieralsdeological sphens, aod 1hat
revolulopary - politics is thereby reodered
redurclant {5}  The necssary siruggle agalnst 1be
représsive and divisive struchires and ideologiss o
capitalisl society must oot be cegaribad G5 & substmie

godme up agninst the operation of 1he  bourgends
polatical dystem, Any genwinsly anb-capitalist Hoe-
ment will sooner or kler have b face the question af
the prevailing forme-of bowrgepds political power. In
the boorgeois democracies this comprises 2 super
sructire of Governments and parties which rest on
the consent of (e masses, and o siare spparatus which
rests on armed bodies of men. The stae repressive
apparaius is e Wochpin of bourgeois social relalions,
inelading rhe Governmental systent st

In mermal 1imes & DourgsMs cemacracic regime will
approsimately’ reflect the selationship af class foroes
williin soclery, The wrirings of both Gramsd and of
Tratsky Furnish esential insighee for undersranding
the operation of  hourgesis  democratic . SYSIEms,
Whereas Oramsci Tocussed o8 1he calnaral and iden
loglenl reproduction of censent 10 bourgeais social
relatioos, Trooskys Focussed on the political forms that
the expression of 1his conssat assamed

Crameci acknowlsdged that the oseraton  of
borgenis hepemony i a baurgeois demaeracy inval-
vid the abilicy of 1he ruling class 1o make CeONamie
cancessiona (c.0 Prigon Morehanks p, LEX) 1o Lhe
domninared  clasees, bul ke cxnmined  the
different mechaniams by which 1hese concessions were
made, In Gramici’s laer writings he has very lirrle 1a
say ahowt the rabe of the pelormisy parne ar of rrade
uniiois in & bourpesds demaecrasic sysiem; in his &1l
wriligs [nere-ds n glearly ulra-deN implicacion thas
they are simply capitalss inETiririans.

[1 Is this aheencoe in Oramsci’s polizical thaoveht thas
Ras permnilied simulansaosly a "cultorelist”™ and &0
alera-teft reading of his work where 1he incepreier
makes up For the deficiency in his awn way, |1 sMins
guite likely that ibe ulrs-left interprecation af
Gramss [t he found an both the Iralian and Brizish
far Jeft} is eloser wo Gramsei’s own predilections Ui
ihe calruralist refoemisen thar i souvenisnn for the
exponenls o Euro-Lammiumasm,

Froqsky's ascawn: af the unctlaping of bourgeais |
demiczatic (epimes gave prear weight to the role of
reformist warkers parlies it saoufing popelr consenl
1a the prevailing crder. In p cruciz] passage be wies:

“In a develaped cupizalise soviery, during a ''demaed-
ratie”™  repime, the beargeoisie leans [or  supporr
primazily upien 1he working classes, which are beld in
aheck g the reformists. Liils mass finished form, this
swslent finds 5 expression i Britasn during rhe
adminisization ol & Labour Crovernmen: as well &
dur g thar of the Conercatives ... Ll enurse of

vt

Enrico Berlinguer - Historic Compromiser .

apatns! it theh awn sirongholds . and - bases  of
probedomion democroey : the frade unioes, e poliical
parues; the sdosanional and sposis clubs, the cospera-
pives, eto. The prolétandl canedt aliath  pawer
wizhine- 1he farmal limit= of hourgenis demacracy
this kas been proved by theory and experience, And
these hulwarks of wockers demovracy Wit 1he
Ponrgecis stace are absaturely essential for taking 1he
revolutisnary read " {The Scrugple Againsr Faselsm in
Cicrmumy p. 258-9).

= St ity o Ll et Ll

tarian demiceracy' whs AL advance upen rhe soamibard
revoliiaonry eritigues of bourgeais danoeraey. Early
Communist wiilkng o hourgsais demacratic oouiks
enilaterally streessd the sver-prweting pressure of the
Bonrgemis coatext an the aoe haod, the Dy indleences
of 'cormapiian ard the sock eichanges” (as Engels and
Eenin eplled it and she different ways Ao which

parlismentariaitsm - somissd and pulverised the
Silizetevuters o thie echer isee rhe poawerfil DRLEARE
pE561

Contemporary Marssl resssrsih on rha ilr\lihl".il
A “daild = il LT GiraridlAas &R rhae
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To change things vote Communist’

ity simie and does ipgleed Tragment and dasorienr the
mass of the eleciorage. The exceptiomal interest of
Trosky's writings on Oermany & thal (hey point 10-
wirds the way in which bowrgeois democracy not onky
reflects the power of the Bourgenisee, bud also seeks 10
incarporane the working class throogh its owm indep-
endent organisations. O course 1he type of prole-
{arian represeniation encourgged by Bourgeois parlia-
misrnitary assemblies i that which perverts and falsfies
the hasic interesis of the working class — bus then
Trotsky s experience of the Soviet Umon made him
fully aware thal political represemiailon CRN ascLEme
degenerape and discoried forms.

The novelly of Trolsky's &hadyis corresponds (o the
relative novelty of the phenomenon of mass working
clase pariaes, consotidaiing & large share of Tepresenis-
than in bourgeois democratic assemblics and being
ghle o envizage the formation of their own govern-
ments. Im Russia, of cousse, condibon: had bern
aierly different: irade unioss were extremely weak
and ihe Social Democrars had oo chance of forming a
Covernmend under Tsarisny, The saicheonds of 1917
imve some inttmation of the problems mvalved, with
their sppeals 1o the Mensheviks, [mvocation of
workers comrol, irensitonn] demands, etc. Bul the
virnzal impossibility of consirusting & proper bowr-
grois stnre and pabivical sysiem amidst the debris ol
Tearism. and ander (he pressure. of war, meant that
ihis experience. wan ouiremely [ossshonened and e%-
creesinally wodayourabie for the bourgeoinic

lg Germmny, laly snd, laer, Spain, R wwak
e proes demsocrenic (omms proved capable of effe-

coancily ar their equivabent in the wake of elecroral

victory for the major workers paris, or 1o respomse
1o thie threar of milidary coap against @ Government
based on workers parties, Bas also palnred 1o the
pacentially explosive  comiradictions  contained by
bt peois democracy {Framoe and Spain in 1934, Chile
im 1973} As Morman Geras bas written:

“The orgamisational strengeh which the working
class = abile 1o buidld up can become 8 serlous theeat 10
boargesis ruke once i begins o be refeased in the
direciion of probfeacian sel-activity and self-organi-
sarinn which overflow boargepds dempcracy's con-
sircting [ramework &nd paralyse i3 funcrion as the
pefitical expropriaves of the imicarives of the masses
Bourpenis democracy isell Puriiskes points of sup-
port fromy which such imiriatives towards proletarin
democracy amd poser can be lawuinchel, " |§]

Hestorically, bourgens democracy has served the
Tupction of favearing Chal secrion of 1he ”Jl“'lE class
which is best able to integrate the masses. Bul whin
the parliamentary ‘harometer” of class relations indi
cabes an approaching storm chen o mechanisms of
poditical imegration can be broken. 1o these Gircum-
slances A Government comprising workers parties @n
only susldin sl by basing el o e eXtra-
partinmentary power of the working class anrd ils allies
— by promoding Sovie-type bodies and inkiating o
break with capitalsm.

The eircumsiance 1hal the democratic beargeois
TERdInE pesln On madis onsend, and seeks 1o incorporane
the worken organisations, dictaley the siralegy and
tactics tha: revolutionanes should adopr: henoe the
oondial debates withen (e Foarth Iniernasonal on the
mansre of irmnstions] demamds amd o (romssiEonal
programime, &nd on (he question of the united fromi.
Hence also the artentlon gives to the seasihifine of the

formation of “worken - within rhe.
buuigenit reginee, thar set oaf {0 break with talizm
asd 10 develop a workers power capable af serillog
ncoamis with the beargedis sLalc APRratgs.

All rhese political pre-occupations hawe roolE im the
discussians of e early years of the Comiolern aimd
hefore, but with Trotsky's weitdiggs of the thirties, and
ihe sabsequent defates within the TrolEkyist move-
menl, they were swstemalically relased to the exper-
ienee of closs struggle in the advacced COUNIRES. As
Troliky s in his writings on France, the relation-
ship-that shauld exisl bevween the political vanguard
aibd the masses e one of ‘dRalopgus” in which 1he
varguard will hawe moch 10 learn about the real situs
tion of the masses and zhawl the best means of
developing an anti-capialist sirnggle {7]-

Hiowever although  spontaneois and  “|nhericed'
anti-capitatist reacrions have a fundamental signili-
cance far Tratskyisis, paturalls L capnat by them-
welves bring doam the capitadisc order. Populan move-
menss agains the bourgeols order alwavs concain
gponcaneoas or finherled’ resclimary clemenis (5.0
riciam, senism c1¢) as well as maore advanced sdeas aix
tactics than the revolutbonary vangoard could dream
ap by itkelf, The 1ask of the revalelionary parry far
Traskysts,  gnd of ihe  ‘hegemonic® party  Tor
Ciramsct, s thar of giving coberencg and daresaeon oo
ihe maverment ol the masses,

It i qguire false 1o counler-pose @ “mechansric!
Tratskyist conceplison té a mose complex and dia-
lectical Gramscian conception. Trofskyists, amd #ven
Trotsks himsell, have besn respocaible on oocasion
for vanguardist errors which misesrimaced che readi-
i of the masses fa undectake & sirugghs agninst the

movemeni have always fought (of & proletarias
democracy which enahles yuch errory 1o be correcied
and overcome, The aceepance of the right of
arganissd political currenis (o compete o leaderibip
withim Ll revoluwlonary organisztion and the fight for
pralerarizn democracy within the workers movemen
# @ whaole are the anly sure anridedes o vangusardist
£TTOTS.

4], Wa will bove on one sldo ihe guesiion of
wheather 1ha lamily or religlon &re wnimporant props
af ke pravailing grder in pre-capitalisd aecial larma-
Hzng, sinca mo higbarical or anthropologles) svidance
Is advanced by FRobers on this  paoini.

|6] Theare 14 alaa a donger of class rductionksm in
proposing the siruggle for ‘prodetarian’ hagamony in
the cultural snd [declogical fiedd, since this can
invalve § sectsrlan nikilism dowsrds the culfursl
achlsvamanis of e bourgsolails or neglaot of
demacralic demansds ihat s Aol pursy prolelaran in
charsoter. | is signikcani that tha big delest of
Christian Demacracy bn Haly om divarcs webe the msuli
of ihe campaign sponsorsd by e peily baurgaocls
Asdical Parly Bnd opposed by the lkslian Cammunled
Paity. !

|6] Merman Geras, The Lagacy of Hosa Luxembung,
phii. Bes pp5u-A3 for o walusbbe discussion on 1hes
quasticn of bourgesis democemcy and ppiil-133 on
tranisifional demanda.

|7} Foran Impartsni discussion of the relaticnship
between tha revolulianary vanguard and ihe massas
son Emast Mardsl, The Leninist Thaory of Srganisas
fion. MG 1975, 11 Aobarts hed mAel Besn bent en
caricaiuie ha might have devoisd same eoneldaraiien
1o this assay by Mamdel,

boargesiy soder. Bl Treasky and the Trolsksdst
= = =3

e Ut The masses have their own ideas of how to change things.
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Proletarian Democracy

I GRAMSCT'S WRITINGS, by coolras, there is
an occasion & dangerous ambiguity an the guestion
wl proletarian democracy, He somsctimed conallates the
rode-of the vanguard parly and that of soviet-iype
hasdies, instend of iheorising the relazionship heiween
the two. Thus in 1920 alver the [zilure of the Turin
workers eouncils Gramsci impariently declared;

'oood revolubonary movenenl cin ealy B based on
the prodefurian vamnpuard, ad must B led withoul
prior comsufation, without the apparzius of repres
entmiive aseemblies. Bevolwion is like impertive
war: It must be maitely prépared by o working 2lnss
" st as owiar o by the armoy's General
S1alf. Assemblies con onby macify whai has nlready
taben  place, exall the successful and implacafbls
pumish rhe unsoocesful.” ("Poditical Capacity’, ™ew
Ll Beview, ita 51, sepi-0c) '8, p57)

A mimilar theme i The Mudern Prinee l=ads him oo
srpwe thatl U hegemonic parey shoald be “mong

ithic' nodl that there should e “Bomogeneliy’ berwesn
the lendership and the rmank and file. (Prison
Motebooks, pl3E)

IT these perempiory remarks are read carefolly, amd
in o egnleal, e dheadly nglgde o ihe imperanive
necesstty  for o cevalabionkry  party wnzled in ids
agreement an the fundamenral guessons. Gramsci
ity aware ol {he dangérs o “bhusiaucraie
cenrraticm” (Prisos Motchosks p. LEE9), Dul ke did
mnd discuss the relalionship beiwéen 1he indispensable
revoliiionary vanguard and che sovercipgoly of the
soviel.,. Gramesci's ambivaleowe on tha gquestiion leads
nal o culiuralise pelormisa bod Lo s nedian o ane
purly soviels. 11 alse bhduces & Blisdness 10 8 <eitral
priablem ol the comlempesary workers mosement —
il exlrene orpanisalional disamity

The expericies of Stlinksm mads Trasiey acuzely
sensitive b this guestion and - o the danger af
vislunitarsue and  adiminisiearive 'sedutians’ o i
Trolsky contrasied the paliiezal differenciation and
comnpeitan af a healchy workers movement with the
ieaiczatle sirnisineker of Stalmism:

“The dynamie of political conscionsness is excluded
froity  the hisrerieal process in the inreresis  af
adnunisrracive erder. freoreality classes wre herern
pricuus, they are rorn by dnen arlagnmnisms, and
arrive al the sedudsan of comman preblts 10 olher-
wiag than rhrough an inogr sirugele af tendencies,
groups and paities.” {The Revolalion Beraved, pids).

Trapsky saw L savier, or Bs prepacdlocy fam,
e wiited Frons. as providbip  the . framewsch
Por Biih coiled &xsan ard palizica differeniinrian.
Thae-peablens o e desasiy ef 1he aarkers mavernens

no smount af huffing and poffing or CGramscian
posturing s poing 0 iransferm the CPGR or the
Imternational Sacialists e the hegemonic pariy’ ol
the working class.

The path of prokeiarian demaeraey is not valoed by
Trodskyisis simply for lsell but hecause it represents
the only method of tapping the full enecgies of a
develaped  workers mevemeni. [n the advancsd
capitalist stages, whers the bourgesdsie has cany

Purt-l.Jguau; building woarlars i:.rsi-eae the Pro
demands.

sesatire=s ar s disposal, ondy an unfettered mobslisa-
shan prel expressicn of prolerarizn poweer will be
capnble of desivoying the political power: of the
poirgeaisie. There wil b2 no hareswcratic centrst
short-gur e saciabise reyvedutian,

In Ristierts” article there i5 o syscenzalic svaskan or
denial ol poalctaiian demaeracy. Thus Raberts refers
terisively Lo 1he F1 being-'splil Triom tep o kareem?
(pd7y, fo ke CFacticaal sitife wineh  econfounds
orgisalions bke the IMO apd 10 Troskyvise thears
bring *epen-ended” i it imnediase pracrical implics
(i (pE%, Fer Bobens advosaed of 2 united froo)
within the warkers mavemcn means eicher the CF's
tprincipled” conceps of ‘sioalegic wiity of the left® or
i inere ractical mancsuvie gesipned o desiiay The

visional Government in support  of their wwage

For Roherrs the advocacy of revoluiionary polilics
mus wecessarily ksolare the frozen ity which is
sought within “rhe k=i for Trowsky ‘the strogele of
the party Lo win over the majoricy of the clas rmiesr in
B diEance come indo oppoaition wirth the nesd of the
worksts Lo keep unity within ther fighting ranks.”
{The Siruggle Agsinat Fasclem in Germumy. jléh
Tor Trotskyisis the onited frool is 5o far from being a
tramslent ‘cunning manseuvie’ that 112 highest form is
the soviel, within which the different political correnss

g

soek 1o win pver the majorids.

Boherts rebukes Lthe MG gseral rimes  wich
carsfully selected quaiations ront Lenin’s Left Yeing
Commmnisne, and it is true that wlra-left errors on 1he
question of the Labaur Farly have appeared in the
pithlicazians and pracizal work ol this revalurionary
mrpdnisalien — including wiews expressed by the
preqent pehors [BE. er Bobers and the l.'.'F"l'."iEI-_Ila.u{“
eonverien:ly lerearen, firstly. that (his wark - in o
wary rejemed rthe averriding necessivy o fnding the
path 10 the crewion ol soviet-lype bodies; saeondly,
that Lewiiargaed 1o Communizts shoald conducr a
SvmlemMaric manpangl mroa ffiliaricn eao the Labs=wr
Pariy

The TPGE enjays soraiderable influence within the

niit usedd 1 Flgnr fior the might of the pasly woaffiline
colleerively with Full righta 85 8 constilaent par of ihe
Lubeur Paciy. In Facl, the lepdess of che CPUR s2em
ja prefer o shelier benind ihe Labour left and o deny
Commaiist poliztics an cpen forem sithin e nbear
moveniend. The Laboyr leadership will, of course,
bitlesly oppaze the vight af the CPGHE, 15 ar 181G b
alMiliareTo the Labaur Farry, e thaese on the left aho
fefuae teinsist on (har fighe hecame aeoamplices ol an
iniepresencative and Endemacratie party regime.

A wippoad and suocessTul gleéstarad infervenizen k%
rthe Tomces to the kel of the Lobaur, Parly based on
sesistance o phe palicies of the Governmeni and 2
series of Iransistionsl demands is o umber pressnl
Sreurnsines an indispensable aecomgasinent G oa
fighi For the right Lo aftifioee i the Labour Barry. Up
Lill pove meit her the OB mar the far Lettobns et heen
alile 1o pual up & seriows challengs Lo Labaur, ad gither
laenl ar mrational level. Siver it hiszarical implania-
tiam in e British workess mavensene, the repoued
{ailure of U CPCGH in sloctions represenis a cTippling
political derenn for the Parts and rhe canception ol
spcialism witich in priamotbss.

Recause of irs hisoric compromise with Salinsm
ihe CPGE hne long abmwdoned che appmaach 190
parliament Idionzed by Lo i Tef-Wimy Cotim)-
nism. 1% respoase weoa lelet from oo memier af the
CEE wlisn i was & wery different orpanisaiion Lenan

wrals

The writer of U Jerier s perlpdly glear on she
sk thas onby warkers Saviecs, and oor Parliament,
cas pe the mgtrgnient whendy thie dims ol The
praciaTian s by achieved. Amd. of conrse, shose who
hater Faied 1o undersiand Lhis ug) 0 now ane jisermee
cacrionaries; oven if they are the muosl highly
coigmred “poapls, mesl expereneed paliticimE, maost
simsere wocialisrs, mést erudine AMarxisis, and moast
heirees] o 1eais anid '..il:llilfu' rnen, Bue 1the arjrer of this
leLber (honts g EVER ask. 11 doem ol os0Er 1o I e
asch. whether it i possiBle 1 bring abaur rhe vchory @
ket Sowiels poer Parliomend, withouar geiling poo-
Suulel palilicans lmp parliaicnl, wihout thaigiear-
ting  parlameEniarEiEEm frl:!m within. wirhous
warking within parbamen far the
supcoss of the Soviels in their farth conong tusk of
dispersing parliament.*

The task of poswlarsing workers  power
sacialisim which the CPGE hax s Signally failed Lo
accomplish pausl now  be carcied our by ohes,
Certainily the time i3 long overdus when the revali-
tipmary socialist aliernarive, excluded by she Labous
leades [ram ‘the offical pelitical serucsares o (e
labous movement, should he vigoeously 2sseried 60
Lozl el manicinand polithcs,

[8] Sea Fobin Bisckburn, Ll H Blesd'. Fod Mals
mo 3 1T, For g comacilan ssé Achin Bleckbum
‘Lakour and the #Sarisi Lefl In Mow Slalesman, 14
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(E OF THE MOST fundamental mbeonceprions
commined in Boberts’ artizle is (e acvount it gives of
Temsky's conception of the malure of matonal
conjuncrires, Aoccording 1 Roberts

In Trotsky's znalvsis the narion-siate is seen purely
a5 &n epi-phenomenan of te world economy . (p31)

Hui the guowstions thar Roberts’ produces io
substantiale this represensation of Trotsky's pasition
im oo refer mod 1o *world economy’, but o the *warkl
process” o “woarld developmenit’, For Trodskysis the
workd process comprises politles as well as ecomeaiics.
I ali nation stares wege the epi-phenomenon of
capitalist world economy, which is undoubtedly the
mosy powerfol sectol of world economy, then there
could Be oo buresucranissd workers stabes,

According 1o Teotsky “the spedific fearures of
mational sconomy, no matier how gread, enter as
componenl parts and [0 mcreasing measare inld. Lo
higher reality which is called world ecopeany aod o0
whicl abone, (0 the [ast analysis, the inlgenatonaksem
of ke Communist pariies rests”’ Too the world
cconoiny carmespands the development of 1he pride-
arial &5 an iternachonal closs, Bat thas insistence o
the subardinate relationship ol @ch natiennl econcmy
t¢ the world economy in nde way cancels ouwl 1be
history oo politics, [%)

Capiiatiss world economy bath dominates, and (s
dependent upon s chief supparts the warious
Bomrgenis nation states. 1t is because the beargeois
srate 5 an whsolutely  necessary, and  relarively
auanomaes instrament of ¢lass power that it muost be
smashed il capitaBal eocial relarions - are 10 be
suppresed. 1 the gadon store was o mere Cepi-
phenomencn” of world economy rhen it could B
by -passed allogether,

Signilicanlly enowgh 0 is Roberts who imagines 1bal
thie bourgiais g1a1e can he samehow conjured sal ol
sxisrence. Me aiacks the “1MG's  omission. o
precisely (il which 8 most specific 1o the Ebonal
evel (the ideolopislscolural framework) and [rom
whick ows the relarive anrenomy of chal l#vel Aol it
primaiy & Al anaiyric poinraf depusiare.’ (p3d]

T what ts "oss specific' fo thenational level’ 13
ol ihe athte and 75 asrendaml instisalions,  the
cocetiraiad embadimen: af sociely's uedtven devel-
geunent, bar solely the snanchared redm ol Jdeology
nnd enfure,

Ir is rhis perspective whicl leads Hoberts too che
birarre conclusion thal he overthrow of Allends
demonsirzbes the danper of *frontal aRack in 2 perind

ik ol e A i dlaanda | il A b el i

sspe, The Chilean CF did nol seglest 1o arempr i
deal with the proflem of the représsive slale apparaius
by deoeogical appeats Linthis &&e Lo the prolessiaaal-
i%im and patriatism of the officers).

In Raberis’ siew sogiabists should ool he pre
wcupled with the peablem of th stace or the political
aysrem, They showld forget about the past and devaie
{hemselves o the “presens momenl’, abd they shonld
sesk 10 shut out the theersational basis of national
evistence [ The timeless fask of secalisis = do
siultivare the idecdogical soil of their own naclonal
gnrden. This is, oo doulbl, @ welepme message to bring
1o @ party many ol whose problems derive Trom whal
nappened In the pasi, in anather coumbry .

Bul the hosvy herinage of Stefinism cannot be
exarcised by reference o the supposedly abeolais
auionomy of national maditions, as the CP's parlis-
memary candidares must now be well gaare. Lintil
Communists openly senbe accounts with the secord of
Stalinism in Both 1he past and present, in the Sovies
Lnbon and in Western Buropse, their pinlicies will olfer
4 disiored and crippled caricature of socialisn,

Luch & setcling of acoounts would have 1o inclnde a
dise acknowladgement of the historic siruggle of 1hose
who fought againss Salin in delence of proletarian
imernarionalism and prodeurisn domocrecy. We may
be separated from rhe times in whicl Troesky lived,
pur bridging thar gulf are ibe essential suructures of the
Sralinist regime amafysed by the author of The
Hevnbiniloan Beroyed.

As iraditiona] Sialinisn politles - disintegrate, two
temdencies . siruggle Tor dominance within it In
Western Eurape the doisisain endensy capitulstes 1o
berargenie dempcracy (natucally withowt calling it by
its right mame); ar the same time the individuad party
member is permittad more fresdom and  ceriain
repressive featurss of Sovié sooety are criticiaed. O
the othier hand there is 8 rroculen) curceénl Lhat
remains kayal o the original Sralimist prosecs -acd szl
dreams ol a “Crechoslovak’ parh o *socialism’.

A crovial common  demominator Tac these (e
tetdencies 18 & rejecriom of (he nesd [or S0ves-Type
nodses and o denial of praletarian demoeracy in the
pariy- and in the wider workers movement, TR
bufcaleTRe pary regime may ablow  individual
expression of dissenr; hul i orules pal the grganised
eapression of policical differences withan the parcy
the righr of tendency and Facisen i ihe e Leninis
senae, Heopse the party cewime cannd? taleraze such
political differences an- organisaliomal splil ensues
{reese, Spair, Finland). These dilfercii) secrions are
aisoundeed in rejecring a crucal sguree of arengeh for
thee “intermationg] class’ (Gramesi): namedy dse mer
natlonalist co-ordination af e sapgks of thework:
ing lass apainsl caphalism and imperiakison and ag-
ainsf hurentcralic usarpatiow m rhe Ease.

The perspecive offered by Ueddf Roherrs in his
critigue af dhe Fl and IMO chares the explicil
reformism aid avowsdly naiional - perspeoive ol
Bura-Comtuaismn bur sesks o make this s17aldgy
appear more profound by decking it out g pEcudo-
fmegracatlan adsh Tharaie aleer v 1=l e aies st sSsireanr

advomaie the dictatarship of the prodeiarias and the
reed for the working <888 o destroy e PEpICEsIve
apparatus of the bourgedis state, (cl. Etbenne Balkibar,
L. THeinture du Proletarial, Pars 1974). But agam the
common denomingior of thesé differenl Acmpla 10
remedy a felt deficiency i@ Edro-Commaminm & an
neomprelenizon of proletArsn SEMOCIACY AOD Inser-
narionalismn. AgRin ihe sebstiuce for revolutionary
nolitics fhal we &re offered I8 the siaggle For
proletarian hegomoay in the ideckogizal and cultural
domain

In this repiy 19 Cealf Roberrs we have argued thar
10 awand primacy 10oihls domaln nesesaarily. menns
svoiding (e task af developlng the 1acscs and siracegy
that soctalisg resolution n (e West will require, We
do not ihink thar merely supplementog this perspec-
Hve by an insistence on smashing rhe scate, Balibar.
sryle, represenis a0 Dundamental corcectzen. 1 is
{he writings and octivity of Trooky and the debaies

Chile - the latest disaster Yor Stelinist Chass Collaboration Policies.

‘La Pasionaria’ - 5till looking for the the
progrossive bourgeoisia.

o the Fourth Ioternatsonal  which repressmt the
necessAry sraring paint for sevidulianay poliles na
widl® where socialism 5 snll widely idenisfied with
Saabinismn nnd where the only densocracy known 12 1he
mank af workers is that accepded by the bourgsaisie.

i3] endoed Trakeky wrikes ‘naiicnsl pesu larty Is
rething sles but the mosi gameral produe! of tha
unevene=s ol hislorical developmant, I8 summary
msuli so 1o aay, It Is poly necessary b undersiand
this unevensss carreatly, 0 conakder iU o s Full
sxbant and #ae to axtend It ke he pre-capiiaiis pasi.
& lasier of slower developmant of the prodactive
Farcas: (ke sipanded or canirarwiso, the conbrocied
charaetar of onilire hisforical spochs — far azampls,
the Middle Ages, the guild sysiem, el ko
abeoluliam, padiamentarianiam; the uneven ded-
eprant of differeni branches o the sconBmy,
dlitaran closses, @ifferani soolal institutions, diftar-
ant Helds of culure — all thesa [# &1 the basa al
ihese ‘natkonal pacuilariiies’. The paculiarity of o
national social iypo is a crysialligation of ihe umeven
ness @l a8 lormation'. [Parmanant  Rewolation,
Ynirocuction ta the German Edition’, Mew Yark 1058,
pd],

Tigiaky was at paine 1o palnt out 1ba fallowing @n
thie gueslion of the odiginality of national canjune-
tured: 'This ariginalily cen b of deciske significance
for revpluibonary siretegy over n span o many
yers, .- it s abssluiely wrong io bone {he sctivlly of
it Communis! Parles on sama "gemnaral tealures®.
ihat (%, an an abatrect Typs of natianal caplafism.'
lop, ol pEal,

[10] The adiglnal national combenation represanied
by Beitish palitics sentaing bodh a higkoris idantillca-
tinn with Stalinism on the parl of & namow s of
millitanl cleas sonsckous workers end a desp reaciion
i It an the pard of 1he mass of the working class. in
boih ceeas good snd B molives hecoid Wary
milEed.

[14] The ecoerclve apparafue of iho siaie will
it have to & Broken up, bul Bhis can only be
done i edvanced sockstiss an the firm class besks
pravided by soviat-lype bodiss. The affective high
command of the rapressive apparalus of tha beauang a-
oig atale will function as the last, and mosi
tarmidable, ‘pary’ od the uling class. Revalullanar-
{83 should demand irade unlon and democratic righis
for saldigrs, and a Govarnmen] based ofn workears
parides should seak lo dizmaniks the repressive
apparatus in fewour of werkplooe milifias, ate. But
oniy the visiory ol a new pawar ean complets the die-
infagration of ihe o4 and the decisive best ol stmnpth
whould b wall prepared Per Im sdvance. The workers
mavamenl musl never again e 'surprised” as it wee
o 11 Septamber 1973,
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