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Mad at Fraser

by Charles Denby, Editor
A‘&otoflndigultlluﬂ A Black Worker’s Journal
.. It'is no wonder that the GM contract was nearly
defeated by rank-andfile workers. As soon as the vote

- was counted and it carne out so close, UAW President

3‘74 o ‘

'Frasermttedsayingthntxtwasbecause the workers

were 50 mad at GM Board Chairman Roger Smith. But
the truth is that workers who voted against the contract,

‘aswellasmnywhovobedfornt,are;ustasmadat{

Fraser and the union bureaucrats, '

: Someworkershavebeensurprisedatl?raser He is
one leader who used to work in the shop, and workers
had felt that it meant something that he had come from

(Continued on page 8)

In Brltam, Germany aml now_ the U.S.

~ The European anti-nuclear war
movement crosses the Atlantic

, by Michael Connolly
- As leaders-of the European movement against
nuclear war toured the United States for 17
days last month, speaking at college campuses,
churches -and union halls, they were constantly
‘surprised by the sudden growth of the cause
in America. “Our movement has crossed the

Atlantic!” was the jubilant cry of Volkmar =

Deile, one of the organizers of last October’s
gigantic disarmament march in Bonn, West
Germany, as he spoke to a crowd of 20,000 on
March 27 in Phlladelphla ‘

'New Editions of Marxism and Freedom, .Philosophy \and. R‘evolution,k

 Marxism & Freedom: United States, 1958; Italy, 1962; Japan, 1964; France, 1971; Britain, 1971; Mexico,
1976. Philosophy and Revolution: United States, 1973; Italy, 1977; Mexico, 1977; Germany, 1981,

Pre-Publication Offer

]982 Editions of Marxism and Freedom, Philosophy and. Revolution,
both with special introductions by the. author -

$7.95 each ($10.95 List Price)
Order from News & Letiers, 2832 E. Grand Bivd, Detroit, MI 48211

The near-revolution that was aborted at
its highpoint—Paris, May, 1968—become an
inducement for some intellectuals who had
branded the 1950s as a period of “the end
of ideology” to refurbish that characteriza-
tion as what distinguished the quiescent '70s
from the turbulent ’60s. But, just .as the

- East European revolts of the 1956s proved

New Introduchon to Phllosophy and Revoluhon

" by Raya Dunayevskaya
Author of forthcommg Resa Luxemburg ‘Women’s Liberatien, and Marx’s Philosophy ot Revolution
-“T love oll men who dive, Any fish can swim near the surface, but-it takes a great
B whale to go downstairs five miles or more; and if he don’t attain the bottom, why,
all the lead in Galena can’t fashion the plummet that will. I'm not talking of Mr. .
Emerson now—but of the whole corps ‘of thoughtdivers, that have been diving and .
coming up again with blood shot eyes since the ‘world began o

.~ both in thought and in fact. Just as the

the “end of 1deology” proponents to be '

- ~-Herman Melville

~ totally wrong, so the 1970s proved to be, not
the death of thought, but néw beginnings

new movement from practice that had be-
gun with the June 17, 1953 East German
revolt extended itself, in the 1960s, to the
birth of a whole new Third World as well
as a new generation. of revolutionaries, so

o (Continued on page 5)

As the massive arches in Bonn and London, Am—

sterdam and Rome had, in the words of the m\han
activist Lucio Magri, “stupefied even those who .
.worked to bring it about,” so now the mnltiplicity of
forms of the protest appearirig in the U.S.A, is forcing
all the old organizations — whether Left, religxous or
pacifist — to run to catch up. ,

~ The list of new organizations ‘expands daily, melud-
ing many on occupational lines. Nurses Alliance for' the
Prevention of Nuclear War, Educators for Social Re-
sponsibility, Communicators for Nuclear Disarmament,
Artists for Survival — they have spread nationwide.
Physxcians for Social Responsibility now counts 16000
members in 101 chapters in 45 states.

- “Ground Zero,” a “nuclear war ‘educational projeet"
headed by one of Jimmy Carter's old SALT II advisers,
has found its programs in such demand that their
“Ground Zero” week (April 18-25) was booked on' 450
campuses and in 750.cities and towns. And the campaign
for a “nuclear freeze™ on the production and deploy-
ment of new atomic weapons, East.or West, has spread
its petition drive into 279 df the 535 U.S: congress:onal
districts, with over 17,000 volunteets nauonwnde.

U.S;; RUSSIA WAR EXPEND!TURES BU!LD~
PEACE MOVEMENT

It is clear that the marches, teach-ins,. and petitions
for nuclear disarmament, as well as the hunger for the
facts about the true fate of humanity in a nuclear war,
have been spurred on by the stupendous expenditures
for war demanded by Reagan’s determination to gain
“military superiority” over the Russians. His $1.6 trillion
five-year plan for war is simply a quantum leap into a
realm of spending for destruction never seen before, not
even at the height of World War II. . Brezhnev will
surely strive to match it. -

It is no wonder that the peaee movement calls
these “leaders” their greatest organizers. Or as Bruce
Kent of Britain’s Campaign for Nuclear Dgsarmament

~ (CND) put it: “Every time. they open their mouths,
the movement takes another leap forward.”

Not only is virtually no one fooled by Reagan’s pro-
posals for “arms reduction” or by Brezhnev’s counter-
proposals for his own so-called “nuclear freeze,” hut
what has assumed palpable, urgent form instead, is the -
fear of total annihilation of the human race. Thus the
wave of publicity, even before it appeared in hook form,
for Jonathan Schell’s essay on The Fate of the Earth,
was called by the New York Times “the overture to an
upcoming clameor,” with no less than 40 books on nu.
clear issues coming out this year. Signs have already
appeared at rallies quoting Schiell’s description of the
‘world after nuclear war, and asking: Do you want a
“republic of insects and grass”? ,

What is new in Reagaii’s military plans. in addition
to the sheer size of the sums to be spent, is the deter-
mination to create the basis for a “limited nuclear war,”
(also. called: “theater nuclear war”), complete with bat-
tlefield atomic weapons, medium-range missiles, “inte-
grated NATO nuclear planning,” and the productlon of
“the neutron bomb. Central to such a strategy is the.
accompanying propaganda that seeks to make this un-
thmkable nightmare tpinkable

(Continued on me 9)
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relations, we would be forced to tailend one or an-

_other form of refonmsm just when the age of nuclear
- Titans—the United States  and Russia—threaten the

very survival of civilization as ‘we have known it- The
myriad - crises in our age have -shounm, over and over

- again, - from: Russia- to- China, from Cuba to Iran, from
-" Africa to Pol Pot’s Cambodia, that without a philosophy
of revohmou activism spends . itself in mere antiim-

pemhsm and - anti-copitalism, without ever revealing
what it is for.”——from Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Libe-
ration, -and - Marx's Philosophy of Revolution by Raya
Dumyevskaya. i .

“Dear Sisters,

In the quote above the “yision” is. Marx’s: vision of
‘revolution -in permanence and- what made me think

_more about this was a conversation with an JIranian
.Anan in" Chicago who wants very much to create a

women’s support group opposed to both the Shah and
Khomeini's counter-revolution.. However, when confront-
ed on the question of women’s right ¢o bu'th control, to
abortion, to control of our bodies, he was evasive. ~
How -can- it be, in 1982, that a very committed
revolutionary can still be evasive ‘oh such a fundamental

. question? Tt makes you ask, just what does revolution
. mean? Tt made me  want to more fully understand

Marx’s theory of “revolution in permanence.” -
- In her new work, Dunayevskaya pom*ts out. that
;Marxs' first artxculatlon of revolution -in pérmanence

- was in’ “On .the Jewish. Question.” Marx. is concerned
. with. “buman emanelpatmn » and puis: forth his vision:

“Only when the actual ‘individual man has taken

. beck into. inmself the abstract citizen and in his every-

day life . . . has become a species- -being, only when he

““has reeogmzed and. orgamzed his own powers as social

powers so that social force is no longer separated from
‘him ‘as. political power, only then is human emancipation

: comp]e

How is. sneh a total uprooting that reunites a frag-

" mented hnmamty to be done? Political life “can’ do

this only in- violent contradiction with its own conditions

of - existence by deelaring the revolution to be perma

nent ... .”

< oo By 1844, one year lateg Marx had discovered where
.o begm—-wnth labor w1th the human being. In.“Private’

i Woﬂmg women sped(

Detroit, Mich.—I am a single mother, and a clerical”

worker in a large hospital. During a recent departmental
meeting, our hospital administrators informed us that

- there would be no across-the-board raises. for hospital
employees, citing the slumping economy and high unem. .

ployment which resulted in our receiving more patxents

~unable to pay ﬂxeir medical bills.

“What 1 take issue with is the fact that physicians,

" administrators, “and . high-technology personnel never

seem to bear the real -brunt of -these wage freezes.
In addition to their good salaries, they have enjoyed

"‘professmnal courtesnes” and paxd out-of town trips for
ears;

Y Now we're being told that physicmns are “doing

Bavmg to forego the elaborate dinners

that used ‘to precede their quarterly meetings within

- the imstitution. Some sacrifice! Meanwhile, we low-level

employees forego adequate heating in our homes and
pedlmsmnlmededbagsofgroeeriesper month

: hemse we know our payeheeks can’t cover them,

Lns Angeles, Cal—I am-a Native American workmg :

'mother with a yoeung son. I live and see tlnngs differ-
ently than what I read about working women in women'’s
All you read about are the glamorous jobs.

. magazines.
“.7* You. don’t hear about women working in: fad:ones, in

& sweatshops, at' the minimum wage jobs. ;
With Reagan’s cuts in welfare a young mother has

no-choice’ except to find a job, Then there’s the problem
of where to leave her child since Reagan’s cuts have

; elosed 1nost of the ‘affordable day-care centers.

] worry about what my child is learning while he
is away all day. Who is he getting liis values from? It's
no Jonger a: question of a woman wanting to work out-
side the home, lt is armust. One paycheck will not pay
-the bills. ,

"How can I find time to develop my own mind? I
”wonderhew muchlengerlmstandthispregsure.

My . husband - has ‘been unemployed for -several
months so I am ‘the only wage earner in my family right
now. My son will have to have open heart surgery soon

; -arid T don’t know where the money wxll come from to

. pay his medical bills,
1 have not been involved in the women s movement

i ‘very much lRcause the system is trying to deny me. my

time. But things have got to be changed and I-am strug
glmg to fmd the time to see how. ., ..,

el

.
vedV ey,

“Without such a vision of new revolutmns a new -

mdwzdual a new’ universal, a new society, new human

Property and -Communism,” Marx sees alienation mani-

fested - not only in the division between private  and
.-publie spheres, ‘but right w1thm the deepest of "human
relationships:

“For -the secret of the telationslnp “of man to man

finds its unambiguous, definitive, open, obvious expres- .-
<o+ From
.. thé character of this relation it follows to what degree

sion in the relationship of man to woman

man, as a species, has become human, and has recog-
nized himself as such .
of man have become human needs is also seen in this

v relationship, ie., to what degree anether human being

is needed ‘as a human being .

* If this was the vision all h'ad of - what humanity
could be, surely there ¢ould be no evasion ever on the
question of women’s right to control:our own bodies,

©especially: among -revolutionaries. In couniries like Iran
- ‘and India women are forced into ignorance about their
own bodies. In Tndia women tell stories of how durmg

their period they aren’t aliowed to cook, have to stay in
separate- rooms, and are told any mran they touch will
go blind. In Iran today there are worse situations, and

_ in many countries there is clitoridectomy.

There is a reason that Manushi, the Indian women'’s

_ libération magazine, reprints articles and phetographs

from Our Bodies, Our Selves, a feminist hook about all
aspects of women’s sexuality; there is a reason Our
Bodies, Our Selves is a best seller in Latin America;
and there is a reason why the right wing in the USA
wanis to end sex education in the-schools,

What revolution means to most men, and ‘what it -
means t0 most women, sometimes seem like two separate:

things, with women coming closest to what Marx de-
veloped. Marx, like women, wanted “the positive aboh-
tion of every kind of allenatlon ”-

While ‘Reagan is not Khomeini, we face our own
brand of counter-revolution with rollbacks, nuclear war
wmtmg in the- wings, unemployment, poverty, and
racism and ‘séxism directly from the -Whjte House,

Many of us see the need to.get rid of Reagan and
the -whole capitalist system, but now is- also the time
.for us to begin to work out what we are.for, what is

revolution. For that, women are key. Women worldwide °

know that' the first act of revolution has never been
enough to free every segment of society. To Marx, as
to women fighting for freedom the world over, no half
way measures will' do: “Their battle cry must be: The
Revolutlon m Permanence.” E

. » To what degree the needs -

—Terry Moon:

I May. 1982

Abount 100 members of the Michigan State Employees
Association demonstrated in Detroit on March 30, against’
govemment proposals for worker concessions., They
chanted “Lay off the bosses, not the workers_ *”
N

In Zimbabwe, Teura1 ROpa Nhong, Mxmster of .
Commiuinity -Development . and Women’s Affairs, and -
deputy minister Naomi Nhiwatiwa have demanded that
the government withdraw support and recognition from
all beauty contests such as “Miss World” in which a

- “Miss Zimbabwe” “was recently entered. The women
stated that a national beauty confest was contradxctory.

.to the ideas of socialism for which Zimbabwean women

had. fought and died. (Information from off our backs)
R it 2 &

: * ' - : :
On April 1, 400 protesters, including welfare mothers
and union activists, picketed the New York headquarters
of Mobil Oil against Reagan’s “welfare for the rich.”

Theresa Funiciello, of the Redistribute America Move:

" ment, said that none of the money Reagan had taken

from’the poor through poverty program cuts and given .

to big business in tax cuts had “trickled down” to the

crumbs 4o ‘the. crowd

Continuing clmlogue on 'This Bridge Callecl My Baclr

. Editor’s Note: The April “Woman as Reason” col-
umn consisted of three critical reviews of the book
.This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women -

of Color. The reviews generated controversy and discus-

sion: within Women’s Liberation-News and Letters Com- .

mittees; below we print two responses. We invite all
our readers to write and participate in this discussion.

- New York, N.Y—As a Marxistfeminist and member’
of News and Letters Committees, I was surprised and.

disappointed to read “A dialogue on This Bridge Called
My Back.” I found the “dialogue” to be rather undia-
lectical in its treatment of a book which has become a
banner for many serious revolutionary feminists,
Bridge comes at a time when the -white Women’s
Movement (WM) has reached a serious impasse in’"its
ability to draw women of color into its ranks. During
my recent involvement with the Women’s Pentagon
Action in New York, I was appalled to see that, at a

, workshdp on racism, the white women - (still!) expressed

a sincere desire to overcome their raclsm but only to
feel less guilty , .. -

Now with the ongoing work:of the Bridge collec-
tive, and the esta‘bhshment of the Kitchen Table Press
tt; p:;;xlt. and circulate revolutxonary writings by women
of ¢

Terry Moon, however. states that Bridge “had” to
be written to “merely expose” this racism . . ; This
attitude overiooks the profound energizing principle that
Informs both the book, and its readers. Radical feminist

readers are most excited by the courageous stance the -

writers take to describe and .explore the infinite forms
of oppression in their lives, and by the creativity -and
passion and love of their response .

It -is not ‘enough for N&L colummsts to give lip
service to the “struggle for wholeness” and the fearless
revolutionary critique -presented in Bridge, if one then
says, as Moon does, that this is not extended to theory

. From where, it not from daily oppression and re-
s1stance, does theory develop? . . . Marx himself based
everythmg he did and- wrote on the belief that inherent

in the human species is' the movement to freedom, and, -

yes,, that Jthe appropn;atlon of human actuahty, its

8 - . . L S )
l."b.‘ TN > T T B FEE . 4
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. we may finally witness the breaking down'
of some of the . divisions in ‘the WM, particularly.
* colored/white.

reiatmn tpl the, obaect i the af,ftrmatlon ‘of . human -

actxvxty ”

I thigk that often ‘we as Marmstafemmlsts are t06 -

impatient, Bndge addresses ‘theory. both" explicitly: and
implicitly .
with the Bridge collectxve Let us see what these are.

—Tem Ibuki

Delrott Mich.—1- attended a conference in Ann
Arbor last month of the Michigan Women's ‘Studies
Association. About 200 women, mostly white, attended.

There were about 10 Black women, six of whom weré

presenting a workshop called “Perspectives for - Blatk

‘Women in' the Eighties.” The: discussion at the work--

shop made me think hard again on the whole question
of Black feminism and .the dialogue I had just read in
N&L on This Bridge Called My Back.

- One of the speakers at the conference called her
presentation “Bridging the - Gap' between Black and
White Women.” It caused a short but very -hot discus-
sion. I have heard this discussion or so:ﬁethmg like -it

community The demonstration included a mock appear-
ance by the Reagans driving a hmousme and throwmg N

There are many openings for a dialogue '

- at - every. ‘conference 1. go to, “and’ it 1s beautifully _'

described in This Bridge Called My Back.

The ' discussion always begins by- Black women
telling white’ women how racist they are and making
them feel guilty. The Women’s Liberation ‘Movement
is presented as being a white, middle-class idea, or an
organization like NOW. But 'by the time the discussion
stops, they never get any closer to working ‘out a solu-
tion {o move us forward than they -were when the
workshop started.

I agree with Terry Moon that what is great about
the women in Bridge is that they are proud feminists.

And 1 appreciaté Cherrie Moraga’s description of .the -

“pain she feels in ‘meetings discussing racism in our
movement,; That is how I feel also. But she does mot
give up.

What ~bothers me. about Bndge is that even the

“best women writers in it are just beginning to work

* out what feminism means to them. They have not begun
_ to try to create a theory of liberation. Maybe they are

even hostile to-theory now. But I hope that in the future
- they will fry, because that is the only way we can stop
having .the ;same old . pamful discussion . at every'.confer-
ence, and 0b‘e\gljn hqymg .one that can lead to freedom, -
—Tomne Hope

R
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GM nown guarantees a I:fet:me of slave Iabor .

by Felix Martin, West Coast 'Editor
General” Motors is now celebrating 'its big “victory”

. —=getting the UAW to agree to the new contract which

.

will save GM $3 billion by taking hard-won benefits out
of our pockets, But. if the actual voting on the contract
‘is any indication, GM’s celebration will be short-lived,
Only 52 percent of those who voted approved the
contract. Dozens of plonkvoted it down. And the over-
- whelming majority of workers didnt even vote—they
wanted no part of the whole rotten deal. In my plant,
GM South Gate, 1,500 workers came out April 7 for a
union meeting on the contract, but only 850 voted. Most
of the workers were saying, “Why ’l_)other to vote?
They've. already sold us down the river. With these
glveabacks the UAW doesn’t mean a thmg ” Out of 3,600

- eligible workers, ‘only 600 approved the contract!

[y

Things weren't very different at other plants, At
- Van Nuys, the UAW did all it could to prevent workers
from voting. The polls are always open 24 hours in a
contract vote, but this time, workers _had only a four

hour period to vote in. Many workers told me they were ]

too tired to go stand in line-to vote after work, so they
went home first and came back later-—only to discover

the polls were closed. The truth is that Fraser and the -

 union leadeérship were scared to death at what would
happen if all workers came out to vote,
They had good reason to be scared. The contract

takes awdy. all: we: struggled years to get. No cost of -

living,” 24 less paid days for the length of the con-

_ tract, no pay increases. GM

guaranteeing a “lifetime paycheck”
LIFETIME CHAINS
But this talk of a “leetxme paycheck" is just a. lot

g ropaganda. GM is just creating a: pool of slave labor.
We're promised 50 percent of our base pay “for life” if
we are laid off after 10-15 years. But the catch is that
we're forced to work wherever GM or the state wants us
/%o, ‘and they deduct what we make from this “lifetime
. paycheck”. So they’ll have us working at jobs Wlth slave
labor conditions for nothing!
" QOne worker told me, “as soon as I heard about this
“lifetime 'paycheck, ‘I knew  something was wrong. It
sounded too good. Now I see what it’s about. They will
iarm us out to wash wmdows at GM dealerslups or pick

UAWIiesatU.S Auto Radiator

Highland Park, Mich.—We are now back in -

“the plant with none of our demands met be-

cause the union turned its back on us. After six .

weeks on strike (see N&L, April, 1982) the first
time we voted on the contract it was 51 for

- and 90 against. !
. But during our last union meetmg that called for

- a second vote on the company's offer both the presi-
- dent of the UAW Local 351 and Region Director Perry
-Johnson got up to say that if we didn’t take this con- |
tract, the company would move the plant. They said ~
.even if the strike is settled some’ stlll may not have
their jobs, becausé work right now 1s being sent to !

one of their other plants.

~ UNION BREAKS STRIKE ,
. A few people said that this is a lousy deal. But

the -union said that if we decided to stay out, the scabs
would go in-and we would just be out of a job. We
were also told by the union that if any of us were ar-

rested, there would be no one to back us up. They have -
said, “We don’t agree with your strike.” With the sec-

_-ond vote, it came to 68 against and 118 for, -
Our present contract calls for a 60-cent raise, 15

" cents in November, 15 cents in February 1983, 20 cenis

in February 1984, and 30 cents May 15, 1985. And this -
" contract expires Nov. 1, 1985! The Region Director said, -

“This is a good offer, times are hard.” But times are
not hard for this company, they are doing very well.
.'Fimes are only hard for the workers.
- JOBS ARE HARDER

There are no other changes whatsoever in the con:
tract, None of our demands have been met. The work
we do now' is even harder than before.-I wish we had
‘a grievance procedure that handled some of our prob:
“lems. But our grievance procedure gives no control over
'a dangerous job or speed-up. :

One ‘Arab worker was saymg, he wished he had
never come to this couniry. You pay taxes to the pohce
~and then they beat you up. The law says scabs have a
nght to-work so the government’s against you and the
union’s against you.

There are just 50 or 60 people working in the plant
. that usually has over 200 workers. A lot of people were.
" for going back ‘o work because they thought they would
lose their job: if they didn’t. But if they weren’t ‘so
scared we could try to force the company to get every-

" one’s job back. We could just walk out and say this

isn’t tau' --u.s Auto Radiater worker

Mtried to sell this on us with .
the promise to “save jobs” by keeping plan'ts open, and .

strawbemes on some farm pay us mmlmum wage and
then deduct what weé make from our guaranteed income.
If you come in late, speak out against the boss, or com-
plain about the working conditions, they fire you, and
-you'll lose évery penny of that ‘guaranteed income’.”

MORE GIVE-BACKS
‘Even worse is that GM is now given the nght to
dpen separate negotiations with individual plants to get

even more give-backs. They will pit plant:against plant,

worker against worker. The UAW is helping them do
this.

ai:le to get jobs in Van Nuys. But Van Nuys has been
open less than 20 years, half as long as South Gate,-so

- many from South Gate have encugh seniority to bump

most workers out at Van Nuys. Why should we be takmg
their jobs. away? |
This month is May Day, and we should remember it

" 'was the unity of the workers which made this a revolu-

‘tionary . holiday. It began on May 1, 1886 with a move-
.ment for the eight-hour day in Chicago, and a few years
later the European workers showed their solidarity with
‘us -Americans by 'making it a. workers’ holiday over
_there. But today the UAW leaders are doing nothing to
{ show solidarity with the Polish workers. Instead of hav-
. ing us follow their lead, Fraser tells the workers to make

‘more concessions. The Polish workers showed that the

‘only way forward is through struggle. .

z Fraser and GM are going to be in for rough times.
The overwhelming majority of the workers did not vote
' 'in favor of these givebacks. They'll have to force it down
. their throats. If workers don’t allow themselves to get
| pitted against one another, we’ll make it hard for them

to squeeze more concessions out of us. A return to the.
. spirit that founded May Day in America 100 years ago is

- the alternative to this latest honeymoou between man-

agement and union leaderslnp

Fight wage_art at Agar Foods

Chicago, 111.—On March 12, a major meat packing

‘ plant, Agar Foods, obtained an agreement from United .

Food and Commercial Workers Local 500P  to reopen
a contract which wasn’t due to expire until May, 1983.
The -.company is demanding a $2.13 per hour pay cut,

the cancellation of a planned $.25 raise and a $.26 cost

of living adjustment, and a freeze on all future cost of
living raises for three years.

panied by many moves designed to scare and intimidate
Agar’s workers. In spite of this, the initial response of
many workers indicates that Agar faces stiff resistance.

The company proposal would take about $5,400 a
year from each worker and yield over $3 million. One
participant at ‘a union meeting held on March 28, de-

scribed -the workers’ response. “The meeting was bean-

tiful. We told them we wouldn’t give amything. They
cangotohell'llysuggwtmnlstolayoffs?% of the
supervisors and they would have enough money to last
them for a hundred years.” \

: The workers also countered with some demands of
their own—no more lay-offs, no plant closing, no con-
tracting work out to other plants, and to begin pro-
ducing a” quality” product

- For the past six months there have been a series
of short lay-offs and shift and departmental changes
climaxed by the lay-off of over 32 percent of the work-
force. Rumors of an impending plant closing have been

cu'culatmg for months, Also, the company has charged

that workers have been putting glass and other foreign
material in the meat. There have also been some signifi-
cant increases in worker production -quotas.

Yet, in spite of all the intimidation, many Agar :

wotkers are determined to resist. In the view .of one

, woman. “What the company says is bs. If they want
_ to close the plant, they'll do it anyway. If I have to go

down Y11 do it with my $2.13.”

Banlmrptcy at Art Steel is

.Bronx, N.Y.—Alex Burger, owner of Art Steel,
claxms ‘the company is $15 million short and has filed
chapter 11 bankruptcy. We found. out by seemg it in
the paper. They don’t tell us anything.

That $15 million is a bunch of lies. For 65 years the -

company has made millions every year off of these
plants, and now in one or two years there’s nothing
_left? The money is there, they just don’t want to put
it in the company. We don't believe they have any
,intention of closing up. They just don’t want to pay off
their debts. They're not as broke as what they put out
-for the workers to. believe. They just want to get us
ready to accept anything they might throw out, Espeeral—
lyifwereshlrherewhenmemtractoomop.

. ltloaksﬁkethec—mkmhhveﬂmr

" The Union says 300 workers from South Gate will be

The ‘company’s- “give back™ -demand was accom- )

are all that
tapltal oﬁers

o by John Marcotte

At Industrial Radlator, Inc, they expect you to
know how to read a blueprint, do layout, change di
set up your press and run it—for $146 a week gross'
And this is a union shop, in New York City, m Dls
trict 65, UAW. :

'This recession has gotten to where the few Jobs
jn the union hiring hal! are . all like that “shipping
clerk, read and write, good at figures: $150 a week.”
I have met many workers who have run out of their
unemployment insuranée, and are just trying to get by
going from one of these low wage, usually temporary
jobs to another. o

The. unavoidable fact is that many of these work-

" ers will never hold a “goed” job again. The unavoidable
"fact is that each one of these recessions leaves a higher -

number of permanently unemployed. Few workers - in
my shop would not agree that the system is a failure,

The: question is, where do we go from here? Our -
union leaders have bheen bowmé down to ‘every wage
and benefit cut demanded by the companies. The effect
is just starting to snowball in “one industry after an-
.other. Now even the N.Y. Daily News’ millionaire buyer
says he can only “save the paper” at the cost of half
the jobs and millions in wage cuts—-and before the

" deal is even made the millionaire owner of the NY .

Post  is yelling “Me, too!.”

‘SELL-OUT REJECTED

But many workers  sense these concessions will at
best only buy a little time, and will really cost more
jobs in the -long run to automation and. robotization.
At the Linden, N.J. GM plant, workers voted 2,673 to
493 against .contract concessions; at the Norwood Ohio
plant the vote was 2,533 to 454. That is-a powerful re-
pudiation of Fraser’s policies, though the union. claims
the contract passed natlonw;de by a slim 52 percent.

The feeling in my shop is that union officials “only
care about their own jobs.” What happened to Solidar-
ity Day, when one half million workers marched against
Reaganism and all it stands for? Solidarity Day II has

‘now been proclaimed by Lane Kirkland—that’s supposed

to be the November eleetions, when we're all to- vote
for the same old Democrats! Kirkland and the: other
labor fakers are scared stiff of going anywhere with the
power and thought of rank-and-file labor on the move:

OUR LABOR BUYS ARMS

Another- important question of where do we go

‘ from here is that many working and poor people see

the clear connection between the stagnant economy, the
attack on benefit _programs we need and fought for, and

the arms and money going to prop up dlctatorslnps

around the world, Hardly a day goes by that someone
doesn’t comment on this in' my shop.
‘The position of the AFL-CIO leadershxp remains

" that what’s good for American business is_good for the

workers. Both at home-—accepting the wage and ben-
efit cuts, and abroad-—supporting business unionism
and outright miilitary coups, these union leaders show
they are 100 percent capitalist in their thinking.
Workers have their own way of thinking and of
fighting, and will fashion their own leadership in-the
coming struggles, a leadership. not afrald to llsten and

. to move.

amtber hoax on workers

cake nd eat it toe. 'l‘heyre working four days but
trymghrushustogetoutthe tive days’ work. We
have two hours overtime everyday, A whole lot of
workers feel nobedy should work overtime if they can’t
pntuso-ﬁvedays.nnleastheyguaranteeovettim for

‘everyone whe wants it.

_'But the company comes around and says to yoo as
an individual, “Dp you want overtime?” They're trying
to manipulate everybody to their advantage. You have
some guys who'll do anything the company wants, they've
got so much fear in their heart-of losing their job, These
guys are so blind, they don’t see that in going out only
for themselves they're hutting themselves as ‘much as

their fellovw workers.
" Art s&eelvnders
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Nm:mgm women tell of revolutmnary life

. Todas Estamos Despiertas: Tzstmmuons de la Mujer
Nicaraguense, Hoy, por ngaret Rondell (Siglo XXI
edstores, 1980).

, “Right now the parucxpatlon of women ' in the
“revolution is unprecedented. I'm sure that in the next
revolution the women are going to he participating even
more than now.” —Dera Tellex

Everydaywehearmore #nd more about the revo-
\lutaonary developments in El Salvador, Guatemala and.
" Nicaragua. What we do not -always hear about is how
" active the women are in those revolutions. This book
is great because it presents the participation of women

in the Nicaraguan revolution in their own words.

Women have been oppressed through all of Nicara-
“gua’s history, all the way to Somoza, and during the
- revolution they joined the guerrillas in large numbers.

h We can see from the book how the Nicaraguan

revolution. was not like the Cuban. Omly a very few

women ‘joined the guerrillas’ ‘when Castro was to
get power. Today women in Cuba are net

rights and there is much machismo, -

The book consists of severalsto ries told by women
who" joined the guerrillas. There is Dora Tellez, a
mander with the guerrillas. She came from a wealthy
family, and decided to go off to fight with the guerrillas
at 17 after (as a medical student) she helped deliver
her first baby. She thought, here I am bringing a person
into the world, don’t I have to create a better world
for him to live m" :

Artists for survival born

. Waltham, Mass.—By the fall of 1981 Reagan’s re-
. armament and war rhetoric had me worried sick, and
" frantically crying out through giant oil paintings..I
suffered alone, nervously, for months, unaware of the
mounting concern of my neighbors and fellow artists.
" One evening, at dinner with several artists and our
“families the conversation turned to U.S-Russian war
policies and our pent-up anxieties exploded. There

quickly followed several open letters to Boston's area

artists, urging the use of our expressive talents in the
struggle ‘against nueclear niadness. In February, two of

s had a “show and distributed a statement of our -

purposes at Harvard Medical School's Countway Li-
brary. In March, in conjunction with Waltham’s con-
cerned citizens Nuclear Weapons Freeze, we mounted a
show at Waltham Public- Libkary. Nine artists from our
" coop parhclpated -along with several other local artists,
and Artists for Survival was born.

" Artists for Swurvival displays works stnssing the
horrors of war, but also our vision of peace and the
joys of life, We jincorporate fact sheets, graphics and

quotaﬁonsfromreﬁgiousleadexs,scienﬁsts,sodalac-‘

tivists, and government spekesmen.

' We try to involve: people emotionally through the
language of art. We urge viewers of our exhibitions to
involve themselves in action to stop the arms race. We'

" hope people will personally confront the pain -and
tragedy that nuclear war would bring.

Thirty artists came to our first meeting at which
we were invited to make banners for a demonstration
at the Boston Marathon. On Patriots' Day, April 19, we
took our banners to both the Boston Marathon and the

Patriots Day parade in Lexington. About 40 members

of Lexington Nuclear Freeze joined the parade as a
contmgent ,marching behind a big banrer with a paint-
"ing of a bird of peace coming out of a broken bomb
labeled U.S./USSR. The response was unbelievable, with
90 percent of the crowd along the route applauding us
and waving wildly Meanwhile the usual police and
‘ xmhtary groups in the parade only got polite nods.

~Mitchel Kamen

Thebookshowshowntwastheyoungwomenwbo\

did most of the work. It tells of an 11-year-old gitl who
is killed for giving out leaflets for the revolution. A lot

.of times the young girls went and told their mothers

how important it was for them to be in the revolution.
Melania Davila came from a poor family. At 13 she
became a prostitute. She met a man when in her late

teens, whom she married in order to get away from .

prostitution. But her marriage turned out fo be even
worse than her earlier life, with her husband beating

her. He even tried to get her to become a prostitute

again to raise money for him.
But.she refused and ran away to Managua where
she met some -revolutionaries. She joined them, and

went to the mountains with the guerrilias. Her 14-year-

old son joined her there as a revolutwnary and was

killed by the National Guard.

_ When I read her story I could see she was looking
for a theory of liberation to help her understand how
it could be that the Communists could act this way.
It was hard in the revolution for people to find out
about Marx’s theory. Bu¢ now I think these women

‘have to work out a theory of revolution. They need if,

as do the women today in F1 Salvador, because maclnsmo

is still very deep in Latin America, and they have many

battles still ahead of them. 3
When I finished reading these stories, I thought
how great it would be if they could find out about

‘Marxist-Humanism, and discover its connection between

women’s liberation and revolution. That theory can

help them - continue their fight, until they create a

totally new society for every man, woman, and child.
~—Maria Lopez

DNRduwartslndianﬁslm

Detroit, Mich.—Despite the fact that Michigan In-

dians fmally have won fishing rights with gill nets (see.

Jan-Feb. N&L), the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) seems determined to undermine In-
dian rights, At issue now is the restocking of the wa-
ters. It appears that DNR has delayed restocking, mak-

ing it impossible for Indians to make a living -off the-

fishing.

After the favorable court decxsxons many fishing -
. families on the Bay Mills Reservation took out loans

from banks in order to be able to refurbish their boats,
and to purchase new gill nets, This meant borrowing
$1,200-51,500 which was to be paid back with a certain
percentage of their catch this spring. However there
has not been restocking and many are asking whether
the DNR and the “sport” fishermen are working to-
gether to drive away Indian fishing families. Right now
there is no possible way to pay back the loans.

Already many Indian families have had to send -

their children to urban areas in order to sunrvive. And
if things don’t improve even more families. will be
forced to give up gill f:shmg -Shainape Sheapwe

Puemllmpmmershresherstmggleﬁmghpoetly

-~ New York, N.Y.—Lucinda Melendez GYPSY is a

27-year-old inmate at Rikers Island, a New York City
pnsun.ShelsapnmeexampleofaPnertoRlunwork
ing class woman who has suffered the injustices of this
society. But she has always been rebelling.

Even the prison was unable to sustain her. She

escaped and went back into her old neighborhood. The
people in the neighborhood supported her with food and
shelter. Unluckily she became ill and went. to a nearby
hospital where she was finally taken into custody. -
- Im jail she was placed in solitary confinement. Her
writing skill  became: a’ great tool, To maintain her
sanity she wrote as she had done in thq outside world—
to relieve her pains, sorrows and frustrations, '

. Tnstead of begging for forgiveness in solitary con-

finement, she acted as-if her solitude was the most
~wonderful thing in the world. When they came to take.
her for the daily one-hour walk, she refused to come
out of her cell. Slowly she convinced the autharities
. that she was going craxy: lﬁnigly,'bpfom ﬁmewm
'due. Luanda was placed with' tl!e"gother ﬁn}%tqs.a.

~

© WHAT DO YOU THINK"

Because she wants to share her world with others,
I would like to let her poetry speak for itself. ~

—Jose Figuerea
THOUGHTS

I thought I was human, till I saw my reﬂzctm in the
Frita Bandito a)mmercwl

I thought I was living, till I saw my death in the eyes

of others.
I thought all' men were créated equal, till 1 saw people
thinking, speaking, and living in black and white. .

klthoughtlhadthcwmgsofanaugel tdlthepeople

- of this world made me grow up-

I thought there was hope . . . and then there was Nizon.

1 - thought Nizon’s, Rocky’s, wul all those other dudes
- prowmises would come true.

I though I was born free, but I see we people of color
: Mvemknmoledgeofthewoﬂd—wdthechams

of oppression still hold me back. . -
I thought all this thinking would get me somewhere

.-Lu;mda Melenda GYPSY
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The CP

they
Qopercentofthemembershipwiththem.
‘ very exel

doubt he was as naive as “Missing”

Honhranresnsm

LocAngel CaL—RecentlyImdeatnpbackto
my home, Honduras. There is resistance to the regime

_ from all parts of the population.' A lot of strikes by
- workers ‘are going on. The women who work

work in the

market ave very active. So are the students; who hold

_ rallies to support the revolutions in El Salvadot and

Niecaragua.

. Ihadafnendwhowasam@edladmgoneof
these, As the troops took him away, he called out
one of the market women, telling her to him
lawyer. ‘This - Black woman got himfthe lawyer. The
military told him he was lucky, since ir

(

- to make him be “missing.”

. Ifs . pet true that all the revolutionaries are di-
rected by Russia or Cuba. In the past year, a new revo--
lutionary umbrella organization has formed, and many
of its members were in the Young Communist League.

1 When the CP tald them the struggle of the students

had to be kept apart from the struggles of tbeworkels.,
mwtoitbeyouth did not agree..

Today, the students are
revoluuoninElSalvadot ‘Several of my friends

belwvethehestbatneamthmwsamnd He

wantstokeeptheohgarchympower atalleusts.

any—amrkofa't

Before the movie “Missing” was released, I knew
onlytbeudfaetthatmycollegemendmrhenmn
bad been killed during the 1973 coup in Chile, “Miss-
ing”—a work of art—has broughttl\ose ‘events before:

‘the American public just ‘when each evening’'s news

shows them repeated all over Latin America.
Several people told me that “Missing™ showed them
what faseism is really like. They also stressed the great

“beauty of the movie—the developing' relationship be-

tween father and daughter-in-law. At the same time Ed
Horman slowly understands that his son was motivated:

fbyanardentdesxrefordeeenthumanrghhons,and

was trying to bring them about in life, - .
Asaeolegestnﬁent,mﬂierem&ew

" racism of American society (and alse the way men
were “suppesed” fo treat wonmen). When he went South

with many other ’60s students te joim the Civil Rights

Movement, he ran up against white Seuthern “law™—1 -
portrayed him.

But the point is not whether Charlie was a leftist

or just a nite guy. Facism indiscriminately destroys all

..who have a different philosophy of what human life
- should be—whether in- Chile, E! Salvador, the West

Ba\nk Afghanistan, or Iran, where even nine-year-old
children opposed to the regime will be shot.
The most serious weakness of “Missing™ is that it

.winds up separating the “American tragedy” from the

Chilean. There’s only the barest mention that the young
Hormans went to Chile to participafe in. the socialism
under Allende We see the dead bodies and hear the

Chilean boy at the stadium shout “My father cannot - |

come here,” but the freedom movement and even the
human life and suffering of the Chileans is not portrayed
with the power in which the main story is told. '

A recent TV news report showed a Salvadoran

R mother begging the American newsman to help find her

struggles
ecentral to fhem is the‘mdd-wideiesirefor
human relations. As Ed Horman learned the nature of
theeeupin(:hile,hesimnlhmmu

Wetooeangraspthatmessagemthcmaete,well

. thought-out -activities -in ongoing freedom . struggles,

whether m El Salvador or right hem at boame.’
- ~—Susam Van Gelder -

o
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Authors mtroductm tol set"

(Continued from page 1)

: out of the theoretlcal developments: came the blrth of
new: ‘studies " of Hegel and Marx, which: were “further:
x.extended to a-study. of benin’s’ unknown. ‘philosophic

‘break in 1914-—seen in his Abstract of Hegel's Science
‘of Logic. Although my translation of Lenid’s 1914-1916

Philosophic Notebooks was the first to be made available

to the Enghsh—speakmg world -in 1957, it took 1970 to

" make his relationship to.Hegel a highly debatable sub-

ject: The ocecasibn was the 200th anniversary of the birth
of Hegel and the 100th of Leftin, when many of the con-

" feregces on eaeh crisscrossed on a global scale,

1 was especially .proud of the faet that the paper I
presented to the First International Conference:of Telos,

“The: Shock of Recognitien and the Philesophic Ambi-"

valence 6f Lenin,”2 was reprinted in a special issue of
the: philosophic journal of Yugoslav dissidents, Praxis
(5/8-—1970). In 1973 a new, expanded version of this
study was to become an important chapter of Philosophy
and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and from Marx
to Mao. I had embarked on this work directly after the
aborted  May, 1968 Revolution, precisely because. my
view.of the situation was the exact: opposite of that -of

the - “end of ideology” proponents, I felt digging into -

., Marx’s ‘new continent of thought and of revelution

N NN B <

would first ‘reveal new beéginnings also: for the 1970s.
That required returning to Marx’s deep-rootedness in

‘the . Hegelian " dialectic, which Marx 'had - recreated. as .
" the- dialectics of. revolutron when he traced the spon-
tatieous workers revolts that were developing. To work -

out the relatedness of the Hegelian-Marxian dialectics to
the problematlc of the 1970s. became the aim of my
‘work. . .
. PART ONE — “WHY HEGEL" WHY NOW?” —
-begins with Hegel. ‘and contmues with Marx and Lenin,

* stressing the fact that, just as Lenin had fo return to
.“Marx’s origins in Hegel, not for scholastic reasons, but -
beeause World War ‘1 was a erisis also of established .
Marxism, so World War II, following the Hitler-Stalin .
Pact, madde it imperative to remove the perversion of

Hegehan Marxism . from “established “Marxism-Lenin-
ism.” It was, after all, not the “mysticism” of Hegel's
“negation of the negation” that made that state-capi-
talist ‘land that called
tack “residual” Hegelianism in the young Marx. Rather,
the reason that -Hegel became. so worrisome to. the
Russian theoreticians was ‘because it was not just the
young Marx. but the matare Marx, who had reereated

-‘negation of negation” as ‘revolution in permanence”—

and they were ‘witnessing Ats recreation on the hxston"
scene in Eastern’ Europe.

_ = Beginning with the very: first chapter,
Negativity as' New Beginning, the Ceaseless. Movement
.of Ideas”, Hegel is analyzed beth “in .and for himself’
as I cover his ma]or philosophic works—The Phenom-
enology of Mind; The Science of Logie* The Phllosophy

- of Mind, especrally the final three syllogisms—and is

examined in the coutext of : today’s 1deolog1cal debates
on_Hegel.
This pomt I reiterated -also to a Heﬂel Scholars’

PARTONE . .
‘Why Hegel?

Why Now?

Conference3- that is-devoted to strict textual analysis of
‘ Hegel’s work (and for which I, therefore, delivered
:"a paragraph by paragraph analysls of the final ghapter
-of ‘Hegel’s Science of Logie, “The Absolute Idea”), I
-“held that it didn’t matter “whether the enduring rele:

vance of Hegel has stood the test of time because of

the devotion and analytical rigor of Hegel scholars, or~
because a movement of freedom surged up from below -

and waé followed by new -cognition studies.” The . point
is that “there is no doubt that because Absolute Nega-

" tivity -signifies transformation of: reality, the dialectic
-of contradiction and totality of crises, ‘the dislectic of -

liberation, "Hegel’s thought comes to life at all critical
points  of “history, which Hegel called a ‘birth-time of

. hlstory o ;

: Two 1 very different kinds of criticism were dn‘eebed A
>’ towards’ this ‘book. One .camé from young revolution-
. aries; ‘the .other from" Hegel scholars hke Prof. George .
~Armstrong Kelly '

4

1 “This ‘was - included as ‘an Apoendnx to M ond F

..the  Spring. 1970 ’issue  of Telos.
October,

a

“o]n book, form in Toﬁerds a New. Marxism (5t. Louis: Telos Press
See thé ‘papers’ Hétivéred ‘of ‘the '197‘4'convehﬂoh of ¥he Heget'

Society of America, in. Art ond Logic i Ao Ncgds !hlhcopl\; {New
- Jersey: Humanities Press, 1980) :

itself Communist—Russia—at-:

“Absolute .

- The first presentanon of my ideas on the. subject appeared i
{ This was expanded ‘ot that -
, 1970 .conferénce, the papers for. which were published: -

THE YOUNG REVOLUTIONARIES wanted to know
why I began with the chapter on Hegel instead of with

‘Chapter 9, “New Passions_and New Forces.” It seemed

to ‘them that the latter would have been more cotrect,
both because that chapter is concrete, is “today,” and
because they would definitely find therein a point of

“affinity ‘which-would make it easier for them to then

grapple with Hegel.” I ‘must confess that—although I

- hold fast to the structure of the work, which begins
with Hegel because that was the development historical- .
" 1y and dialectically——I nevertheless have ;advised some

activist youth who have found -it difficult to grapple
with Hegel to read  Chapter 9 first, and they, in turn,
have told: me fhat it did belp them to. grapple with

.- Chapter 1.-But the truth is that there would have ‘been
“no new' continént -of thought and of ‘revolution without

that deep-rootedness ‘in the Hegelian dialectic. In fact,

“what is needed now is to see that it takes both the
. movement fromi practice to theory and from, theory to

practrce to work out a philosophy of revolution.

On the other hand Hegel scholars have acted as
if I “subverted” “Hegel; .or rather, followed Mar¥ who
did so.4 This was expressed the most succinetly by Prof.
George Armstrong Kelly .in his book, Hegel's Retreat
from Eleusis:5 “For the complex. lmkage of culture; pol-

“ities and ‘philosophy within the matrix of ‘absolute Idea,’

Mme. Dunayevskaya proposes to substitute an unchained
dialectic which she baptises ‘Absolute Method,’ a method
that ‘becomes. irresistible . .
theory . arises: from. the totahty of the present global
erisis.’ 7 (p.” 239) Professor Kelly, I-feel sure, knows

. that the expression, Absolute Method, is not an ex-
presslon of “mine, -but of Hegels. There is no doubt

PART WO

-Alternatives
Trotgky- MaooSartre

whatever that he is ‘more . adept than I with knowing
the “direct references to that' expression. Therefore, he
must #iave meant to say that “an unchained dialectic”
is not ‘something that Hegel would have considered his
second negativity (which he. called 'Absolute Method)

* to be. It nevertheless remains a fact that absolute neg-

ativity is not-something I “baptrzed” -as Absolute Meth-

-od;-but Hegel did; and that Marx’s singling out “neg-
ativity as the  moving and creative principle” was pre-.
cisely because of his profound comprehension not only-

of economiecs and politics, but- of culture and philosophy
—and revolution.” And it was again - at the period of
world erisis, this time World War I, that Lenin. singled
out-that section:as “not at:all bad as a kmd oi summmg

up of -dialectics.”

~WHERE ‘PROFESSOR KELLY STRESSES Hegel’s
statement _that “Once the realm of thought is revolution-
ized; reality can scarcely hold out,” may I ‘call atten-
tion to Hegel's statement on his praise of the Idea be-

- cause of its relationship to reality: “the pivot on which

the xmpendmg world revohition turned . - .” (Philosophy

~ of Right, p. 10). In a word, what we are dlsagreemg on
. today, and our attitude to philosophy and revolution,

when in the contemporary world it becomes philosophy
of srevolution, Professor Kelly, himself,  calls attention

to the fact: “If.Hegel has not literally been to the bar-
o ricades of strife- ridden ¢ities, .or explosive rural focos,
he has been in the thick of current 1deolog1cal combat.”

(p. 224)

Professor Kelly may not have made his - statement
as “proof” of any integrality of philosophy and revolu:
tion for the 1970s or the 1980s. In Philosophy and Rev-

-olution, however, I have used such manifestations of
ideologieal debates about Hegel and Marx on two levels. .

In Part Two—‘Alternatives”—I analyzed the theories
of revolutionaries of the stature of ‘Trotsky and Mao
as well as that of Sartre, whom I calléd “Outsider Look-

- ing-In” In Part Three—“Economic Reality and Dia- .
 lectics of Revolution”-—<I covered actual revolution in
relatmnsfup both to the ob;ectrve economic situation -

as well as.to the new passions and forces active in the . i

revolution, whether that concerns “The African Revo-
lutions. and ‘the World Economy” or “State-Capitalism
and the East European Revolts.” Indeed, I am especially

--proud of -the - fact that ,the very’first paragraph of that
- Chapter 8 begins with the spontaneous. upsurges of 1970
“.in: Gdansk and Szezecin, since they set-the. foundation
for what is happening in the 1980s. The fact that East
~European dissidents helped in- writing that chapter is,
of course; no’small reason for how it could stlll sound S0
‘au courant. ;

4 See Louis Dupres "Recent Luterature

ET T e e e

.on Mdrx and Monudm “
i Journal of .the History  of Ideos, Oct.-Dec. 1974

5" Phifcetoh Univeisity: Press, 1978. The pages in porenthesls in

S the folfowing “text refer o this work: "’

because our hunger for.

 edition of —Phllosoplny and Revolut:on

PART THREE s

i ~ Economic Reahty
and the Dialectics

of leeratron

AfricasEastEuropes ~*
~-New Passions,New Forces

The particular chapter- that the activist youth were
anxious to read first because they identified" with those
“New Passions and New Forces’—not only the Black
dimension and anti-Vietham ‘War movement, -but also -
Women’s Liberation and the challenge from the Left
in China, called Sheng: Wu-liens-—was decéptively sim-
ple precisely because the struggles were so familiar to
them. The truth, however, is that philosophy was as
present there as it:was in Chapter 1. Take ‘the most
exciting color and freedom aspiration of the 1960s—
Black-—and read Frantz Fanon’s profound articulation
of the African freedom struggles as being “not a treat-
ise ‘on -the universal but the untidy affirmation of an
original.idea propounded as an absolute.” He' certainly

_wasn’t leaving it to others to work out a philosophy of
"revolution. A rereading of The Wretched of the Earth -

will show how very erucial Fanon considered that chal-

‘lenge both in thought and:in praetxce

Fanon pleaded for a natronal consciousness that

~would not stop at any national Boundarxes but - extend

itself mtematronally as the struggle for all, with a new

‘banner, a new concept of humanity: “This new humani-

ty cannot do otherwisethan define a new humanism
both for itself and for others.” It is this work that was
read by Steve Biko and the revolutionary. Black: youth
of ‘South - Africa; ‘it became - the foundation for a new

'Black Conscxousness Movement of global dimensions.”

THAT BLACK REVOLUTION was present in the
U.S. as well, and here, too, it raised questions that went
beyond the immediate needs and demanded to know
what would happen the day. after. the revolution. The
reader will find ‘especially cogent. the féar that the

" Black Women’s Liberationist. expressed that “when ‘it

comes to putting down the gun” she might once again
have a broom shoved into her hands. The problematic
of the day, indeed, is contained in that question of what
happens the day after the revolution. That is precisely
the unigueness of todays forces of revolution that are
its Reason as well, whether that be the Women’s Lib-
eration..Movement, white and Black; or the youth, ~ -

Take the question. of the new form in which- what
was- the antj-Vietnam War youth movement has reap-
peared in the anti-muclear movement of the 1980s.. This

very day {(Oct. 10, 1981), ‘more than a guarter of a

million youth’ have been marching in West Germany.
This was preceded by the week-long confrontation at
Diablo Canyon, as well "as - massive demonstratmns
throughout West Europe. In a word,: the continuing,
persistent, never-ending revolts inta.the 1980s—whether ,
in East Europe or the Black Revolution; whether. Wom-
en’s Liberation or.the anti-war movement: or the very

latest . unempldyed  youth revolts, white and Black, in -

Great Brrtam—-sxgnal a new stage also ‘of cognition.

This can by ‘o means be hmxted to  a mere. “ap-
dating” of Marx’s: Marxism; if one is to find a trail to
the 1980s.8 Finding that trail is the indispensable foun-
dation, but not the whole, To work out the problematic
of our age, Marx’s Marxism must be reworked anew
both on the basis of the actual freedom struggles in our
age and a new stage of cognition. Whether we call it

~Absolute Idea as new beginning, or a new relatlonshnp

of theory and practice, the point is that it ‘is only a
new unity ‘of objective and subjective that can. release
vast untapped creative energies

"Only when the ideal of a new c’lass—less soclety'
remains not Tust an “underlying ‘philosophy” but be-

comes its .practice—at one and the same time uproot- - '

ing - the .exploitative, inhuman capital/labor -relations
as well as creating totally new human relations, begin-
ning with' the. Man/Woman - relationship—can we say
that we tidve ‘met the ehallenge of .our -age both- in
philosophy and ‘in- revolution. It-is to this that T hope
Philosophy and Revelutlon has made:a* contribiition,

October 10 1981

6. The destruction -of . Democracy Wall in post«Mao China * shows

- .. .the continuity -between Mao and ‘Deng when it comes to fighting
against- young: revolutionaries.. See pp. 168 187, -

7 See Frontx Faiion, Soweto and American Bleck TImngM by John :
“Alan and Lou: Turner {Detroit: News. & ketters- 1978).

* 8.+ Seer. ey ‘new work): Rosa i kawemburg, Women's . Liberation, ond

Morx’s W Y vd'uch further develops this on
the " bdsls  of gprewousl‘y unknown wrmngs from - the last

decade  of Morxs hfe. :
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MII.ITARIZATIQN AND THE CRISIS IN PRODUCT iﬁN

ik The lead in your -April issue, “Deep
. recession, military build-up and the pull-
“ing apart of palitical alliances” by Raya
Dunayevskaya, was tremendously helpful

-to ‘me in trying to grasp: foday’s eco-

nomic crisis. This is -especially true of
" the section “That Supreme Commodity,
- Labor Power; and Accumulation of Cap-
~“ital” T have struggled for a number of
. years with Marx’s Capital, but that sec-
__tion caught in such succinct form what
" Marx was presenting as the crisis inte-

. gral to capitalism’s own development:

~-the decline in the rate of profit. Today

it is not a theoretical projection, but, as

Dunayevskaya notes, the reality of a

i permanent lower growth rate for all
i capitalism, private and state. -

.~ T've heard other Marxists try to ana-

lyze today’s crisis, but they often sound

. like the other side of the coin of bour-

.. geois economists—the crisis in the mar-

ket in one form or another. But even

. more, Dunayevskaya doesn’t separate

_ the crisis from the necessity for “a good

" hefty determined revolutionary push

. from the masses of workers.” Many of -
’todayfs Marxists seemed to have given .
.~ -1up- on -the -American workmg class.

Marxism certainly isn’t alone in books,

it i8 in life. That life is both the life of

activity by the masses and of living
.. Marxist analysis like Dunayevskaya's.

Activist and writer

AN ® * »

Reagan talks. of military protection

_for the U.S., but what about -protection
“for poor people within the U.S.—Black,
‘White, Native American Brown people
and Asian-Americans? How is this for-
“eign policy helping the domestic policy?
About eight years ago, I was in the mili-
"Jary. T was in Germany at the time, I
worked in a tank unit, hauling ammuni-
' tion. There was a lot of ammunition that
‘I hauled  during -that time>— and just

. think of it—all of that stuff is now

consxdered obsolete!
- “Young Black man
Unemployment office, Detrait

... 1 heard Reagan speakmg today as the
- -advocate of | peace. It was peace with war
in it, aimed at retrieving his dwindling
_popularity. I believe that it was meant
for 'the people of Europe, where, as
“Raya Dunayevskaya correctly points out
-(April N&L), there is an attempt to
pull away politically. There are also eco.
"nomic reasons, including the proposed
: piping of gas from Siberia to West Ger-
., many and other “countries -in Europe,
" Reagan’s troubles are only beginning.

In May we will have a visit from the

«.-brate the 90th anniversary of “Rerum
Novarum,” It is on werk and attacks

California

Pope. 1 have read his-encyclical to cele- -

. Marxism. It is in line with the tripe’

_-coming  from Reagan and - Thatcher. I
..-don’t need:to tell you that I am preju-

daced on the side of Paul Lafargue’s
1 was illiter.
. ate when “Rerum Novarum” was pub-.

“satire on the same subject.

lxshed I was eight days old.

B Harry McShane

Glasgow, Scotland
W ¥

~In the recent auto pact concluded be-
; Ween GM ‘and the UAW, the union
toned down demands in wages, benefits
:i; and worker control. in return for so-
-called. job security.- -Janesville, Wiscon-
“sin is a city dependent on the auto in-
dustry for jobs. Last fall some 4,000 GM
assembly workers were laid-off in Janes.

ville, and a $150 million plant modem- .

ization project ‘was ‘begun.

‘Now..GM has announced a. recan of"

* half the workers for early May, with one
important change: 60 new robots and
their computers, the reason for the plant
shutdown, have beerr added to the line.
Estimates are that GM alone will have
14,000 robots. in.their plants by 1990,

" -almost_three times -the number in use -
today in theé entire U. S, auto industry..

What does all this mean- for .job . se-.-

" older- workers with ‘less benefits, larger

numbers ‘of unemployed, and lots of

bright new robots stationed on the
assembly line, :

: . Madison, Wisconsin

. ' & ® ]
The Cal ‘State-L.A. chapter of News
‘and Letters -Committees held a meeting
April 8 called “Can we stop Reagan’s

Militarism?" The discussion centered on .

whether the newly emerging anti-war
struggles in North America can afford
to limit themselves to sihgle-issue ac-
tivism. ) )
Some present were active in anti-draft
work, others were involved: in the Nu-
clear Freeze Initiative. One student said,
“we have to take the issues one at a
time. That’s why I like the way they’re
presenting the nuclear freeze initiative.
If you deal with more than one issue at
a time, you will alienate people.,” A
worker from the now-closed GM South
Gate plant responded: “Why is it that

when people talk about the dangers of

nuclear war, they forget all the. killing
going on today — like in the mines? If
-you don't address these-things you'll
never have workers with you.”

Student activist

® & "

I'm all for the nuclear freeze, but it
seems to me that even if we got if, they
would still use us Blacks as cannon fod-
der to fight some new ‘“conventional”

war. So why should the anti-war forces
throw all their energy into- disarma-

ment?
Black activist
. . California

L@ LI C

One aspect of the article by Dunayevs-
kaya last month was very exciting to
me — the section on the.crisis in agri-
culture. This is a question that most of
- the Left ignores, even though Marx

- surely didn't. You see the concentration

and centralization in agriculture and are
reminded at once of the demonstrations
through the 1960s and '70s by first the
National Farmers Organization, and then
the American Agriculture Movement.

. That you don’t see those same kinds of
- demonstrations today doesn’t mean all

is well_but the opposite — it means the
family farm is gone. -

But what is also true is that there
are new social forces created out of
capitalism’s destruction of  the small
farmer, like in Lowndes €ounty, Ala-
bama, where the unemployed youth who
no longer have a farm to go to are now
marching on Montgomery and ready to
“fight, ‘It is rveally true that dialectics
opens a new view of forces of revolution
in a way that the.statistics when ana-
lyzed by pragmatists never can. ,

Student of Marxism

Detroit -

, L \
HUMANITARIANS : ALL

It ‘must have been a tough choice to
pick Reagan for the National Christians
and Jews humanitarian award last
month, what with all the other human-
“itarians to choose from, like Jaruzelski,
Pinochet, Brezhnev, and Khomeini. May-
‘be next year Idi Amin will finally have

his_chance.
Transit' worker

Worried hlenty' -

Los Angeles

New York

. “ - X
IRAN AND KURDISH FREEDOM
The essay on Kurds and the Iranian
Revolution: (April N&L) was much
needed. I recently attended a conference
on the Iranian Revolution put on both

.'by lranian revolutionaries and Ameri-
- cans opposed to Khomeini’s countér-
~ revolution. But -in all the sessions on
- different aspects of the Iranian Revolu-

tion I did not hear one word on the -

Kurds as a revolutionary force. The only
mention was as a statistic in a talk on
national ‘minorities. Self-determination
of peoples-is such a central question for

: v'v.the. revolutionary. smovement, . and . npt
curity? If  the -present trend continues;

Sonly <in-Yran. And  yet: the subject. is

i

¥

LS

- we will heveemaller -nundbers.of mostly ;" ! ﬁenher -not. discussed or is presented in

a very narrow-nat:onahst way.

welcome

Miehigan

ON THE

My superv1sor asked me 1f I had been
active in supporting the ERA. I told him

yes, Then he said, “Aren’t you disap- *

pointed with what happened in Spring.

field (where the legislature of the: Staté‘.’ ,

of Illinois failed -to ratify ERA)?” 1

- said not really. Because, you see, I don’t
need a law to-tell me that I am the
equal of you. You may have more money

and a-fancy car, but that doesn’t make
you any better. I know what I am and
I don’t need a law to prove it.

A woman Schwinn worker
Chicago

> . P
YOTING RIGHTS MARCH

On Eastér Sunday the SCLC an-

nounced an “Alabama to Washington,

D.C. Pilgrimage” for votmg rights, jobs

and peace. It will be an extension of the

Carrollton to Selma to Montgomery
march for voting rights held last Febru- . |

ary. The pilgrimage started April 19

with ‘a rally in Tuskegee, Ala. and will |

march through Georgia, the Carolinas

and Virginia, The marchers are 'sched-

uled to reach Washington, D.C. around
July 1.

THE ERA‘

SHOP FLOOR

I know how the march in February

. rmsed the spmts of $0: many people in’
The linking of tle Iranian Revolution

and the Kurdish fight into a revolu-

tionary whole, as a test for both, is very .

Appreciaﬁve ‘

‘Alabama, It gave them the strength to
“fight on .in. these troubled times.’ When

.1 saw’ all: the people, especially young

people at the start of the new march
m Tuskegee, it” made me,very proud.
Civil rights veteran
R Detroit
L3 o= L7
Thanks to - Gardenia thte for lier
articles from Lowndes County, Alabama,

-in-your last two issues. I have not seen

.much on the conditions and struggles

there in recent years. The TV and the

regular. newspapers seem to have lost

mterest

‘ Long-time reader
~ Cleveland; Ohio

. N :
AN EAST WIND’ IN THE U.S.
Thére is:a new journal ealled East

Wind — Politics and Culture of Asians -

in the V.S, published by and for Asian.
Americans. In these days of increasing
right-wing reaction ard -racism, Asian
people.must unite .and stand up "for our

" ‘rights, “for justice and eguality. East

Wind dedicates itself to popularizing and
promoting the many movements of Asian
_people in the. U.S., educating people

and helping to devélop the art and cul-

ture of Asians in America.
NotonlywxﬂEastthreﬂeetthe

experiences. and struggles of Asians: in

the U.S., it will be part of it. Published"

semiinnually‘, East Wind’s 64-page pre-
mier issue will be available in May 1982,
A one-year subscription will cost $6.00,

plus $2.00 for postage and handhng,
.Wnte to: .

" East Wind
Smhmeisco,caum

FALKLANDS FIGHT:
1 am English but live permanently in

the U.S. I am very confused by the situ. -
atiori that has developed between Eng-

land and Argentina over the Falkland

Islands. I feel a great sense of outrage |
over the Argentinian takeover, It is the .

same sense of outrage I feel within
England or Ireland when, for instance,

- smrall farmers are edged out of their -
- livelihood (and lifestyles of generations)

by a government living up to the Euro-

pean Common . Market ideals of large
money-making agricu»;tural businesses, ' -
© .My confusion .of course rests in the

fact that I want to see the people in.the
Falkland Islands able to retain their way
of life and their individual freedom.

But, here I am left looking at the *“con-

queror” on the one hand and the “sav-
iour” on the other, and how can I raise
my hands in glee that the British gov-
ernment is sailing out to save the Falk-

- land Islanders from the Argentmun

government?
There’s certainly a lot more obvious

“freedom to live as you please in England

than there is in Argentina. But, ulti-

mately, both powers are centered around

the same goal — economic survival in

a commodity society — and in terms of -

such cut-throaf survival, how do indi-
really live creatively? No wonder I am

confused. :
G. Welford
s San Fraxcisco

% % .
When 1 see the Left rushing to sup—
port the Argentinian. junta over the Mal-

vinas (or Falklands), 1 can’t quite be- -

lieve it, The Argentine junta has done
nothing but torture and execute tens of

- thousands of workers, students, women’s
liberationists add’ Left  activists since it~
,’came :to power::Now, when:they. are in ;
crisis, and seriously challenged ‘for. the,_ £
first time in the streets. by the workers SRS

'ANTLIMPERIALISM -OF FOOLS"?

they become great “ann-eolomalxsts,”
be supported “on this issue”

.. How many times will the Left tallfor
this? How do you think the Argentinian
political prisoners feel about it — or the
parents of “the dxsappeared“’ What the
junta is doing now can Trightly be called
the “anti-imperialism of fascists.” What
the Left' is mouthing is the “anti-im-
perialism” of fools. ’

‘ S,nmterofhﬁnAmuimt:eedom '

&, . & L

As T am writing this letier, the BBC

reports that Argentina has landed troops
- in the Falkland Islands. Whatever this
‘Jatest crisis will bring it certainly un-
derlines Dunayevshyl‘s article on re--
. ;cession and militarization. To escape
~ from -their deep political and economic
'problems ‘at home, Argentina’s rmhtary

P.O. Box 26229

" about. important issues in the commun- . ‘
-ities, on campus, and at the workplace,

rulers have :launched  this chauvinistic. -

'adventure in the South Atlantic. The

‘Tones,SDPandLabourareallsmng
. that Britain should ﬁghtforthe Falk-
- lands if necessary.

SomsteadofbemgjomedthhAr-
-gentina in a “strategic * consensus”
against Russia — which is surely what

/Thatcher and Nott wish for, as well as
. : . . Reagan and Haig — wehavethepros
vidual human beings stand a chance to- - pect of British and 2 navies

chxsmg each other amund the southem
It eonﬁrms what N&L said in its 1981 '

‘Perspeehves Thesis about the sea bed
:beeommgasourceotconmctbetween

. state. powers, Apart from national pride,

‘what is mainly at stake is the prospect
of undersea oil and gas. The task for

us is. to oppose the whole system of

militaristic competition between states

:iwhich; leads to episodes - of this kind,

startmg et home with Bntish militarism.




@t 7 s

NEWS & LETI'ERS

Page 7

150 YEARS OF STATE DEPT..
It -seems: that the State Dept. was

:‘}sent by . Providence to" plague Latm
© America with hunger and misery in the
~name of liberty.”

These words were
spoken by Simon Bolivar to the Congress

“of Bogota, 1832. One hundred fifty years

later and still true, 1 saw them on a
banner carned by Latin - Americans
mamlnng in‘ the March 27 demonstra-
tion in Washington agalnst the U S. war

‘1n El Salvador. - i

_‘Marxist- Humanist marcher
Washington, D.L.

‘ ISRAEI.I ARMY ON WEST BANK:

TWO VIEWPOINTS -

" Thanks for calling my attention to the
" article on Israeli war resisters in"the

April issue of N&L. First, though, I
have to tell you how deeply disappOinted

“ I was in the part of the front page

article on Begin that mentioned simil-
arities between the Israeli-Palestinian

_situation- and “the ‘Nazi-Jewish situation.

In theory, the Nazis compared the Jews
to rats and germs, which meant in prac-
tice, their physical extermination . . .
Whatever. else, we are not seeing the
start ‘of this kind of thing between Is-
rael and the Palestinians . . . It is best

“to. stick to the-topics of self-determma-
" tion and religious fundamentalism, which
are the relevant issues here . .

Corresi)ondent
Wisconsin

* R &

" Watching the TV news with Israeli

soliders and right-wing Gush Emunim

- famatics  shooting and ‘beating Palestin-
‘fan youth on
the .most upsetting experiences of my
. 1ifé. I can’t believe that people only one -~
" generation removed from - the Holocaust
" are -shooting down- youth armed only

e West Bank was ‘one of

with rocks and sticks. And when I heard
these same youth .denouncing Begin’s

& thugs as “fascists,” the truth of it was
‘plain to me. Actually, the political roots.

of Beginism were always planted in the

" most virulent anti-Arab and anti-Jewish

_socialist terrorism, going back to Begin's

v

; —

assaults-on both before independence.
1 share the view that what is needed

now is “a’ mass movement.in Israel in -

support of Palestinian self-determination

on the West Bank.” It can begm by -get-
tmg nd of Begin.

‘ ' .Iewash socialist

T New York

W#o X &

- Ed. Note: For a current comprehensive

analysis - of the Arab-Israeli conflict,
readers can order “Anether Arab-Israeli
Conflict, or Shift in Politics Between the

Two Nuclear Super-powers" Begin’s Is-

rael Moves: Further and Further Back-
ward to his ‘Reactionary, Terrorist Be-

ginnings” by Raya Dunayevskaya. Avail-
; able from N&L for 50c plus 20c postage.

DEFEND
INDIAN

N

South Dakota Gov. Williant 3Janklow

“has agreed to sell the water rights of

“near the Missouri will be affected along

the Missouri River to:a conglomerate of

- eoal companies for a coal slurry pipe-

line.. The pipeline will use 2.2 billion

gallons  per ‘year. Indian reservations

with - cities, ranchers, and farmers I

If thls sale is approved, it will open
doors for other proposed- coal slurry

" pipelines ‘around the nation. 'With James

Watt ‘making - the final decision on this

* particular pipeline; we are certainly in

need of peoples’ support. We have peti- -

20 tions - against the pxpehne that you can
e cnrculate e

E 2 Harold Iron: Shield
: Nauve Americans in sCommunication .

. P.O. Box 9182‘ .

8e Loms, :Me. 6311!1

WATER RIGHTS -

READERS ANSWER OUR APPEAL"

Here’s $25 to help out on your Appeal.

~ 1 wish it could be more; but times are

hard . . . Please use §10 to send a gift

- copy - of Philosophy an Revolution to a
hbrary :

Old fnend

Chicago, 1L

& = * £ 3

Freedom and victory greetmgs to edi-
tor and co-workers of N&L. Please know
that though you may hear from -one
friend, . you “all, .your works' and your
aims, have many friends out here in the
(“carry us beyond our borders”) West
Indies. Your pamphlets on Frantz Fanon

and on American Civilization on Trial -
continue to enlighten .many brothers

and sisters here in St. Kitts. Please keep
these prophetic literatures aflame, .

Please know also that the Rastafari
Brethren Movement. continues to pub-
licise the article, “Haitians: Dehuman-

ized at Krome,” by Bro. Charles Denby,.
" Editor, in the pages of our publication,

Rasta Utter, I am also preparing to ask
the editors of our _local newspaper ‘to
publish a message in protest.

I send you a small “donation. Let us
happily flght for sweet vnctory is cer-

. tam o

RasEhX

St. Kltts, West lndxesv

i *®
I'm enclosmg $10 whlch I l;xope will
help a little in keeping N&L going. The
publication is an lmportant part of my

reading each month. I{ gives me news .

that I don’t hear anywhere else. And.if

it weren’t available  on tape, I would .
_certainly not be able to read it as easily,.

) Kd probably wouldn’t most of the time.

©

»{ tinkte this work, wonwyou do so now"~

1 funds.- We' know that the same mas-

Tape ‘subscriber to N&L
. Minneapohs, Minn.
# . *
Ed. Note N&L is avallable on. four
track tape cassettes for the blind. Con-
tact: Our Right To Know Braille ‘Press,
640 Bays1de Detrort MI 48217

1 like N&L, especlally the wxde range
of coverage of many different struggles
and the ‘in-depth analysis of "current
crises. Also, 1 appreciate the lack of a
“hard line.” But I find it hard to under-
stand some of the theoretical stuff on

- Marx. I enclosed a small” donation to
) help out; sorry it's so little".

Women (] liberatlomst
o - ﬂakland Calif.
i SR
- Here’s $5.00 for tweo copies of - the
paper -for: one year. I will take one to
work with me .

) : Worker-student’

North Rldgevx!le, Ohio

®

I couldnt begin to tell you how much
I enjoy reading your newspaper. Suffice

‘it -to say that I find N&L a source of

great inspiration. In- the desért of ideas
that characterizes so. much of the bour-
geois media; you are truly an oasis. 1
partieularly like all ‘the space: you devote
to your readers’. letters — it gives N&L

a popular, internationalist character. I.

do wish that you would cover more the

psychology ‘of revolutmn e
, ) ~ Subscnber

BN Battle Creek Mich.
LI

" Just received a “sample copy” of N&L,
‘which I found informative and provoca.

- tive. I'm enclosing a check to cover a

one-year subscription .plus a’little extra

to help - defray costs and/or pay for
subscnptlons for unemployed readers.

In solidarity

; Columbus, Ohio

“Thanks to all our readers who have
answered -our urgent appeal for

sive -unemployment and soaring in:
flation that has hit us, is hitting you
as well. Yet-the only -alternative to
this nightmare system is the ongoing
-presentation of . Marx’s vision of a
new, human world, If you haven’t sent
{in “your centributioan:'te’ hap A1$ “con-

Emmm May Day" I982
‘the union hureaucracy’s betrayal

May Day, 1982-is not a holiday on:the calendar of the union bureaucracy—
more than likely, they will ‘need the time to'sit down with. management and plan
further attacks on workers' living standards and job- conditions as they attempt
to save capital. Communist rulers observe May 1 with a parade of military hard-
ware, arms that threaten workers under their domination most of -all
But 92 years ago, the first. May Day meant a general strike and the struggle
for ‘the eight-hour day in the U.S, It was the first step of a plan to shut down
one: industry at a time, the strikers supported by workers -still ‘on the job, until
all had 'won the eight- hour day.
Today’s union bureauerats by contrast are carrymg out the opposite agenda.
- Instead of relying on . unity of workers.in an entire industry, they. worked hand
in hand with management to exploit every - division—workers of one company

against another; workers -in- plants of the same company forced to bid~against

each other for work; high-seniority workers against unemployed workers—all to
strip workers of gams made over the last 30, or even 80, years. )

Their sellout is so total that workers wonder which is their worst enemy—
the capitalist, the state, or the union bnreahcracy whlch is so dihgently ‘and
creatively workmg for both of them. )

The union bureaucracy’s betrayal is even  more dxsgus‘tmg when they- act

‘as hatchetmen to eliminate break time, holidays and vacation time -and so guar- -

antee that more workers will be permanently out of work. Even before GM
signed the new' contract they announced the lay-off of 150, the first of thousands
who will go because paid personal holidays have been eliminated.

But in this “new era of understanding’ between capital and labor,” workers
are more and more refusing to follow the plan GM workers thwarted Fraser’s
first attempt to reopen the contract. -GM .then practiced extortion by shuttlng
down four plants ... . unless it got all it wanted, and the UAW used the new
‘Ford contract-as a club against the' GM workers. Yet 48 percent of ‘the workers,
by the union bureaucracys own count, voted: no. .

-

m
“The trade unions, he -said, are an amtoc'ratzc minority. Poor workmg people
could not belong to them; the great magonty of -workers who, because of ec-.
. onemic development dre dazly driven from the villages into the cities,. lo'ng
- remain outside the trade umionms, and the poorest among them would never
- belong. The same is true of the worke'rs born in London’s East End, where only
one out.of ten belongs to the trade unions. The farmers, the day laborers, _neve*r”
belong to these trade unions. The trade unions by themselves are impotent -
—Report of Karl Marx’s speech to the London Conference of the Workmg-
1 men’s- Internatlonal Sept 20, 1871. . T
..

: In contrast to the union hacks of today who blame. workers unemployment
and: plunging ‘ job conditions on foreign workers, the origins. of May . Day were
‘internationalist. When the newly-formed Amencan Federation™ of ' Labor resolved
‘to begin a new round of agitation for the eight-hour - day by an industry-wide
genéral strike beginning May 1, 1890, they sent a delegation to ' the 1889 Con-
gress of the Second Intematxonal to gain international support.

“The origins of May Day were also “as American as apple pie and baseball
and : not just because in 1880 baseball players went .on. general. strike against
major league owners by forming-their. own Players League. The quarter-century
after the Civil War was a period of continual agitation for~ the eight-hour day,
and. the 1877 General Strike centered in-Sf. ‘Louis was: a highpoint. Marx had:
called that- the “first explosion “against “the ‘associated olxgarchy of - capital which

has occurred since the le War, {it) will naturally be suppressed, but can very well- .

form the :point of origin of an earnest workers’ party.” It was out of thxs quarter
century of workers’ agitation .that May Day was born.

But. when the AFL leaders quickly turned around to cooperate with the :

owners in what they called busmess\unionism, they did not take the workers,
especially -industrial workers, with them. Some 45 years later’ m the brief period

»~ . from the beginning of the Flint Sitdown Strike in- December, 1936 till May Day,

1937, spontaneous sitdown strikes organized the CIO, industry-wnde wunions, in spite
of the obstruction of the old trade uhions. It changed the face of “the: nation,
created genuine workers? solidarity, among Black and white, women and men. - -

" But today, only two generations later, solidarity to the union biireaucracy

means closing ranks against rank-and-file ‘workers. Thus Lane Kirklnnd .and-other

-officials: try to save United Mine Workers President - Sam Church from theé' ‘rage
of the coal miners in this year's election. But their days are Just -as’ nunibered
:as the capitalist class’ they have thrown their lot .in with.

Solidarity to rank-and-file werkers means  above  all the kmd of actmty
that -Polish ‘workers proved was possible, representing ‘workers not only on ‘the
shop- floor but against-the ruling state-as-well. . As many U8, workers ‘said ‘when
Solidarnose fought to be born, “We need free trade unions, - too.” o

There is no place today for unions: that narrow their actwlty ‘to - “saving

%

Jobs ”. A union' that is agreeable to working "within the frameworlg of Reéagan-' &

omics will bring back nothing but.retrogression. from the bargaining table, Work-
ers who have nothing to gain from. the existing trade unions can:sée from the ex-
perience of. Poland’s -Solidarnosc that new. forms of’ organization, created by: the
- workers themselves can challenge the old trade union ‘forms, the state bureaue-
racy, and becomie. a, new begmmng to transform todays retrogresswe realtlty

MARXIST- uummsuncmvsx i

Marx:st-Humamsm, 1941 .to Today

Its Origin and Development in the U.S.-

'The newly-expanded 17,000-page Raya Dunayevskaya Collectmn
is now available on mierofilm for $60. Please write to: -
Archives ‘of Labor and Urban ~Affairs Walter -Reuther Library

. . Wayne - State . University, Detroit, MI 48202
i The Gulde to the Collection prepared by News:
e “is available for $1:00. Pledise.write to'|
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 elueidation of today’s mechanisms of

!

: end to capi‘talism

“The Age ‘of Des:fe, Reﬂectwns of a Radical Psycho-

analyst ‘by Joel Kovel, Pantheon Books, N.Y. 1981. $16.50.
“A- civilization which leaves so large a number of
its-participants’ unsatxsﬁed and drives them into revolt

.+ neither -has nor deserves the prospect of a lasting ex-

.istence.” Sounds like Marx? No, it was Freud — a likely
surprise: to .observers of the status and conformist func-
tion ‘of today’s pSychologlcal professions that he  so

; shaped.

Freud, accordmg to  Joel Kovel in thls _major

{reatise that speaks most strongly to his fellow thera-

pists, was “the last great bourgeois thinker.’” His doc-
trine was ambivalent—both unmasking and rationaliz-
ing the repressive order of bourgeois patriarchal socxety
Psychoanalyst-misfit Kovel assails his colleagues in their
“comfortable niche, makes them  confront history and
“this maddening order which he clearly despises.-But far
from offering them any “radica
“the only Marxist. therapy “is revolution.” Without dis-
‘cussing the previous terrain of the Freudo—Marmst en-
counter he stakes out his own, -

" Kovel has not forsaken the Brohx for Park Avenue,
nor concrete experience for abstraction. He calls himself
“not 'a very good Marxist, but one of oftrejected

- anarchistic, or humanistic, type.” He relates fanciful

case histories based on lus practxce. a workaholic exec-
utive, a ravenous lawyer, a: wife-beating worker, a sub-

- - proletarian ‘- whose psychosis * refracts the history of

- racism, and a spoiled “princess” who typifies the trendy

--disorder of late "capitalism, pathological narcissism. But

unlike ‘the standard stories that end happily in cures
via psychotherapy, these studies are used as spnng
boards for the auther’s theory of desire.

Desire starts. with the "baby’s perception of the
Other, Tramshistorical, spontaneous, and unable {0 rame

its objeect, it is “the endopsychxc mark of the negation
. of the negation.” Desire festers in late eapitalism, which

- alienates-it from the individual whom Dr. Kovel engages
in his: consulting room. This _desire cannot be reconciled '

.with any one-dimensional ‘'man tailored to ‘bureaucracy

. {pesited by non-chmcxan Marcuse). ‘A Sartrean psycho-

analyszs one oriented toward freedom within a Marxist
framework, reconstructs desire, forgives its hatred to
which it readlly turns when thwarted

" Kovel ‘taxes the master, Freud, with the error of
duahsm opposing “pature . to civilization. Instead, ‘the

" dialectical position is monistic and recognizes the en-
meshing of the historical and transhistorical, individual

“and " society and ‘strives to resolve alienation—whose

*..root, in “common with psychology as a discipline, was

carpxtalism s-sundering of the workplace from the home.
Marxism -is' charged with a positivistic bias and “has.
-never explained labor’s conservatism™ (as did Reich).

The two continents of thought do not overlap but, each
compensatmg for ' the other’s lacks, fit together like

“an’ immense jigsaw puzzle.”
“ - 'This auther lughly respects the mtelhgenee of his

- ... readers. His style is ‘serious and his method discursive,

always returning to his central theme.

The innate aggressromsts, exp!oxtmg Freud’s Death
Instmct (a better word is “drive”—human beings really .

have no instinets) posit a “hunran nature” -which serves
reactionary interests and have .garnered wide public
adherence. Meanwhile Kovel challenges his professxon
" to awaken to l'nstory

" What this reviewer still -awmts is a Freudo-Marxist
- .synthesis. that can do for our era what Reich essayed
decades-ago in. “The Mass Psychology of Fascism™: an
of false conscious-
- ness——mystification, disinformation, subliminal prdpa.
ganda, MMtxon and seduction by the mass media in
the service of capital—all those ideological devices that
keep people chauvinistic, dmded, ruled and blind to
- their collective best mterests coupled w1th a program
for opposition. .

As eapxhhsm threa’cens an end. to hxstory. xt is
snrely time. 'to widen our understandmg beyond political
. gconamy, -of why hlstory 1s so overdue in: putting an

- ‘—A. Fortunoff
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BI.ACK'RED VIEW
) by John Alan
“In 1915 the ﬂedglmg NAACP launched a natxon-
wide boycott. campaign against “The Birth Of A Na-
~ tion” in an effort to have that film either banned in-its
entirety, or, failing that, to have those scenes depicting
Blacks as unconscionable savage brutes eliminated.
This boycott became national news, divided the coun-
try politically, caused some cities to- close down the
showing of the film and imally resulted in P. W. Grif-
fith, the filmmaker, removing some offensive scenes,
Since last February, the NAACP has taken Holly—
wood on again and has threatened to organize, by this
spring, a nationwide boycott of 43 “white listed” films
which exclude Blacks from sxgmflcant roles in front of
and.behind the camera. )
JOBS AND IMAGE .
However, there is a difference between the present
conflict with Hollywood and that of 1915, This time
the NAACP has expressly separated the employment

.

of Black actors. and other ‘personnel from the imaginary

roles that Blacks are forced to play in Hollywood films.
Now, for the NAACP it is simply the problem of get-
ting more jobs for Blacks. “I’s a labor problem,” says
Collette Wood, the Executive Director of the Hollywood
chapter of the NAACP. “We don’t want to try and cen-
"sor what they do.”
) Yes, it is a “labor problem,” but by taking this

“jobs only” attitude to the extent that the Black image

ont ‘the screen becomes inconsequential, is to misunder-
stand precisely why Hollywood has pever employed a
great number of Blacks in so-called substantial roles.
When one cuts through the “objective reasons” -that
Jack Valenti and the Hollywood producers give for not

hiring Blacks, one comes face to face with the reality—
that within that realm of myth-making, Blacks can only "

play a narrow range of culturally acceptable roles de-
fined by white society.

Hollywood  believes that- the success of a plcture at
the. box office is dependent upon Black actors playing
a subordinate role in any relationship with a while
actor. This is America’s 'social image of Blacks, and
Hollywood as the purveyor of class/race cultural images
dares not step too far out:of line. But Blacks do not,
accept that image of themselves, And since Hollywood
is only able to bring to the screen a Black character

who lacks ‘the full dlmensmn of humanity, it’ xs now-

avoiding Blacks altogether. -

- The extent to which Hellywood has gone in the

dn-ectlon of ehmmatmg Blacks from the screen became

(Conﬁnued from page l)
the shop, maybe he was a little different from the other
bureaucrats. But that changed when he went onto the

Board of Directors of Chrysler. It became completely -

" clear that he was over on the side of the company.
WORKERS ARE ASKING
The question workers are asking is why should they

give all these concessions to a company which is turning -

profits of hundreds of millions. Roger Smith claims that

» if- GM was profitable last year; it wasn’t from the sale :

of cars, but the workers know better. And yet the work-
ers were asked to give up lots of benetits. GM got the
vote through with threats of even more plant closings.
¥ was talking with a Ford worker who told abeut
conditions at Rouge since they signed the new take-back
contract, He said they had all thought that the line was
geing_fnﬂmedbefmthemconmctandtheydidn’t

thmkxtcouldgoanyfaster,bmsincethecontractwas

lines at Rouge had been speeded up.

He said that now when you can’t keep up with the
speed
may be a little lower, but where they still figure out
how. to work you as fast as you can pombly go. They

recognize some people cannot work quite as fast as’
others, but they are determined to find a job for each:

worker which pushes him or her as.fast as they can go.

- "He said that almost everyday you see these move-
~ments of workers from one line to another. And now

there is no calhng of your steward or committeeman. As

far as he knew this seemed to him like the system in

Japan, where t.hey move workers around to find a job.
where they can be made to work as hard as they can..

- They are trying to find out how much a.person can do.
THE. REAL ANGER AGAINST UNION

Of course one expects this' from the company, but
the real anger now. comes against the union which goes

" along and in fact actually helps the company in 1ts dis-

.ciplining of workers,

The truth is that this betrayal by the union bureau-

. crats has ‘been going on for a long time, Twenty years

ago this_very month T wrote about it in my column en

' the 18th UAW Convenhon (1962). Here is what I sald'

wowsns

S May, 1982,

* Blucks excluded from films

apparent to the NAACP last December when the organ-

ization was preparing to' give its annmal Image Award

to-the best actress of the year .and discovered that only

Cicely Tyson had had a large enough role to. qualify.

. It.also came to light that of the 240 films released by
. Hollywood in 1981, there had only been a dozen major
roles for Black actors. In fact the peak employment for

Black actors occurred in the middie of the 1970s during
the spate of Black exploltatlon films.
Sidney Poitier has looked back at that penod with

"a great deal of anguigh. While he knew ‘that many

Black actors were getting jobs "thatlifted ‘them out of
poverty row, he realized that the whole show was .a
gimmick to: make a quick buck for the producers.

Neither the exploxtatlon films nor Poitier's films were '

sufficiently ‘about Black people and who in- fact we
really are.

A NEW CARICATURE FOR BLACKS
- The Black revolution of the 1966s destroyed forever
the Sambo and Mammy caricatures that American racism

" had created ‘in-its class -culture. Their= destruction did
‘not end racism; it sent racism on an urgent quest for

new caricatures—a new shorthand to define Blacks with-
in a new context of the American classist/racist society.
° This is nothing new; Blacks -have been invented
and re-invented in every cultural medium from art %o

music, from film . to literature, at every new historical

period. We have seen the stereotypes change from “Un-
cle . Toms” to ‘“‘Super. Spades,” from:gentle loyal slaves
to mad ravishers of white wdmen - in -the popular class/

tace culture of the country. These were not harmless,
"inactive caricatures,
tempting to compell Blacks to remain in an oppressxve

but' anti-Black social forces at-

jposition of exploitation.

No . medium of  American culture escapes these
stereotypes. - Harold C.. Schonberg writing in the New
York Times last January on “Opera’s ‘Black Voices™

questioned: 'Why are there so few legding Black male.

singers in the operas? The general eonclusion was that
steteotypmg and ‘prejudice ‘demanded that Blacks be

- kept in subservient roles, While it’s 0K for -a_white

male to make love to a Black woman on stage, - the-
idea of a Black male ‘making up to white women
“arouse§ prejudices and 'stereotypes . . .”

Hollywoodl, caught in a‘narrow vision of humankind,

can’t find a fundamental human equlvalent for Blacks, -

hence it avoids dealing with the ‘matter as far- as pos-
sible. This is an essential aspect of the Black actors’
predxcament as well as thelr present unemplqyment

. “Some: workers were. dlscussmg what the recent
UAW Convention ‘meant to them. On - the question of

“'double time pay for work over eight hours one worker

said: ‘Everything. possxble is.done by these union leaders
to avoid the real issue. We do not want overtime, we do
not need it if we can work. eight hours a day and 40
hours a week s$teady. This-is just a trick of Reuther’s to
avoid even trying to help the unemployed. As'long as he
can say to these that-are still working--see, T got you
double time pay for overtime work—as though our very
existence was just to get more money, is that all -we
should be interested in? For years we have beén yelling
for a 30 hour work week with 40 hours pay and now he
comes up with double time pay.’

" “Another worker said ‘Those leaders are’ such fak.

ers they should all be-outstaiiding guarterbacks on some .

football team. I attended a meeting at the Dodge local

‘union hall a week prior to the convention where Emil
Mazey spoke on the unemployed. Mazey blasted Kennedy -

and the Administration for not doing something for the
unemployed werkers. -He said that one out of every four

: unemployed warkers is Negro and something must be

done.

“*‘When
companies th
gave the companies the green hght to work “those em-
ployed all they want 0.

“The day after the convention a: sxgn went ‘up - on
the clock that we were going on a nine hour - schedule
startmg the next week!”

& % kS

The names of the ‘union»leadei'ship may b/e differ-

ent today and the economic conditions even- worse, but
the truth is that this union leadership is; if: anythmg,
also worse. There is no doubt that if a.real change is
going:to be made, not enly will the names of the leader-
ship have to change, but the very form that the workers
create for their'movement. The form of the union, what
it “hds" beconie ifi ‘the Tast' 20

ey negot-iated the contract with the auto
' did nothing about overtime work. They ‘

S S

20 years, cannot be the form "‘
the’ workers lelx choose when “they mdve to change these -
- condltxons
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cember 1979 when he got his NATO allies in West

Europe to agree to the deployment of 108 Pershing and

- 464 cruise missiles on their soil, the first missiles cap-

able of reaching deep into Russia from NATO countries
since U.S. missiles were withdrawn from Turkey in 1962,
mtheaftelmthoftheCubanmxssﬂecusns.Thenew
‘missiles are now scheduled for deployinent in late 1983.

Theymllbefwngaoonewkumn Ss-mrockets.
&ntmcvemeitmlhropenase.htwhtgave

it its
greatest impetus was Reagan’s letiting the cat out of the
bag that the “limited mmclear war” he_contemplated
meant “limited” te Europe.

Indeed, US. Army war games played” in West
Germany last year postulated a Russian tank invasion
from East Germany. The NATO response was to fire
“battleﬁeld-sme" nuclear rockets, incinerating the fanks,

‘retreahngNA'l’Otroopsandthevﬂlagersofatown

called Hattenbach at a temperature of 7,000 degrees —

all hypothetically, of course. It is nevertheless a “hy-

pothesis” that Europeans live with every day, since
therearecurrentlynolusﬁnans,ooo“dearweapons
deployed in West Gemnny alone, with another 3,000
in East Germany. - ) -

Against this prospect of a perpetuaily radioactive
future, the .European anti-nuclear movement has con-
tinued to grow and spread across the continent. From

late March into April, it seemed to extend worldwide,

as 200,000 rallied in Hiroshima March 19 at “Ground
Zero,” where the first A-bomb destroyed the entire city:
in Italy, where some 200,000 marched in Milan; and in
the US.A., where the sudden popularity of “nuclear

“freeze” has sent dozens of politicians, Republicans and -

Democrats, scurrying to jump on the movement tram
for their own ends.

But it is in Germany and Britain where the mass
ehamﬁeroi&enmmenthsalmadysentshockmves
through all the old political orgamizations. Far frem
retemgontaﬂertheenormcusdmonshahonsofhst
fall, the West German movement drew 150,000 into the

streets of 25 cities over Easter week, with bammers
proclaiming: “Reagan, Brezhnev, Schmidt — your wars

are not ours!” Inside Schmidt's Social-Democratic Party
(SPD), such a deep split was revealed over his suppert

-~ for NATO missile deployment, that the collapse of his

majority in the Bundestag seemed a real pessibility.
-SPD officials have sten many of their rank-and-file de.
sert the party to vete fer the anmti-nmclear “Greems” in

, two state elections this year, Rudolf Bahre, of the

Greens, drew a tremendous response at an anmti-war
rally when he characterized the SPD today as the party
of “moderate’ exterminism.”

__ So deeply has the disarmrament movement “infected”
today’s Germany that former World Bank head Robert
MecNamara wrged Reagan fo publicly announce that.the
U.S. would not be the first to use nuclear arms in Eur-

- ope, as a way to “defuse anti-American sentiment.”

That trial balloon was rejected immediately by Secre

tary of State Haig.

THE MOVEMENT IN EAST 'EUROPE :
Across the barbed wire in East Germany, the au.

thorities are evidently facing their own problems with

TheEmopemalm-mdeawarmvmnentcrosses&eAdmtn

Theusands march in Duisburg, West Germany, against
WﬁmnldearmmﬂesmmmpebyN&To

the peace movement, even as they try to hush the whole

_confrontation up. What has leaked out, however, is that

some 6,000 East German youth attended an anti-war
conference in February in the city of Dresden, spon-
sored by elements in the church. They denounced arma-
ments and preparations for war in their own country,
and demanded the right to refuse service in the army.
Meeting on the 3Tth anniversary of the destruction of
Dresden in World War II, they took as 'their slogan:
-“Swords into plowsbaxm.” As the symbol from that
slogan began appearing on badges worn by East German
yvouth in several cities, the Communist Party on April
7 declared the symbol banned.

In East Germany as in Poland, in Britain as in West
Germany, in the U.S.A. as in Russia, the mounting un-
rest over the threat of war is tightly fied fo'the per-
sistent’ revolt from within the ranks of workers —
employed and unemployed — who are facing the most
severe economic crisis since the Great Depression. The
- more than $500 billion that will be spent this year alone
on the arms race worldwide is undermining the whole
system of production, and intensifying the shortage of
capital that has plagued the global capitalist economy
with ever greater urgency since the 1974-75 crisis. (For
the fullest analysis of the relationship of the current
economic crisis to:militarization, see “Deep recession,

" military buildup, and the pulling apart of political -

alliances” by Raya Dunayevskaya, in N&L, April 1982.)

With unemployment in Europe reaching the highest -

levels in° 50 years, strikes and demonstrations have
broken out from Belgium to Ifaly, and from France to
Ireland. Belgian steelworkers, whose bloody confronta-

- tion with police in March made headlines across the

ocean, are now in the sixth week of their strike against
18 percent unempiloyment. In Luxembourg, April 5 saw
-the first general strike in that land since 1922. And in
- Maly, 250,000 metalworkers filled the streets March 26,
demandmg job security and a living wage.

Yet despite the appearance of mass demonstratlons
by workers and. the unemployed jusi as this spring’s
anti-war marches began to cover Europe, movement ac-
tivists like Dan. Smith, head of Eurepean Nuclear Dis-
armament, report that the movement continues to have
problems reaching out to laber amd minorities, Black
especially. For others, both here and in Europe, the
discussion of questions of class struggle, Black freedom
or women’s liberation are openly considered “side ques~
tions” which might “dilute” the movement.

Such unidimensionalism brings to mind debates
within the original Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament‘
of the late 1950s and early 1960s. That massive mobiliza-
tion — in Britain, Japan and the U.S.A. — did suceeed
in forcing the U.S. and Russia to sign a Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty in 1963, Yet even as the treaty was being
signed, Kennedy was escalating the war in Vietnam, and
both the U.S. and Russia quickly found new ways to .
test their mounting and ever more sophisticated stock- ‘
piles of nuclear weapons. -

LINKS WITH BLACKS, WORKERS WOMEN

In today’s Europe, and especialy in Britain and
Germany, where the struggle against nuclear war has -
truly .assumed a mass character, any single-issue con-
centration on “nuclear freeze,” bereft of links to work-
ers, the Black movement and women’s liberation, and
mired in a pragmatism that sees activity alone as the
answer, will sooner or later open the doors wide for
capitalism to perpetuate its barbaric rule. The fact is
that today there is po separafing the movement agamst
nuclear destruction from the needed social revolution.

In both Britain and Germany now, the necessity to
avoid a unidimensional view of the movement has been
made urgent by the threat of resurgent racism in a time

_ of economic crisis. As Thaicher faces:an increasingly

_militant Black Britain, her pohee foree has suddenly
emerged as a political power in its own right, impatient
with the civilian politicians (including Thatcher) and
appealing to white racists in the population as a whole.
for a crackdown. For the first time the London police

" issued crime statistics by race, in a carefully orchestrated

campaign that had the Daily Mail headlining “Black
Crime: the Alarming Figures” and the Sun screammg
“Black Mob’s Rampage of Death.” )

© Similar attempts to encourage raclsm as a’ lifeline
for the system are alse underway in Germany, where
hate campaigns against the four million gastarbeiter
(foreign workers) now include anti-Turkish racial epi-
thets scrawled on walls, election sclates calling for
gastarbeiter expulsion, and attual assaulis in the streets.
Everywhere the ruling class is searching for new ways
to erect a wall between recogmtlon of the nuclear threat .
to human life and the crisis in production.

That is precisely what the new mass movement. on
both sides of the Atlantic eannof allow to go unchal-
lenged, as we organize for the huge demonstrations to:
come — June 6 and June 10, when Reagan visits London
and Bonn and June 12 in New York, for the opening of
the UN Special Session on Disarmament. If today’s
rapidly growing anti-war movement can open new ground:
in thought as well as in creative activity, in its vision of.
a truly human society, the mass demonstrations in June
can really become points of departure for putting for..
ever behind us the threat of nuclear holocaust.
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Polish people create new forms of resistance to martlal Iaw

After more than four months of martial law

in Poland the military repression continues un-.

‘abated, while all'signs are that the Solidarnosc

. _movement having caught its breath, is embark-
“ mg on new forms of resistance. -

“Andruzej Slowik, militant worker leader from Lodz,
where . Solidarnosc had called for worker guards and a

- takeover of the factories in December, now faces an
;“extra” two years added on to his four-year jail sen-
“fehce, ‘The prosecutor -has appealed his “overly light”
“septence. Beatings and. brutality, mcludmg exposure o
sgvere winter weather, are typical of prison conditions

- for the thousands _interned under the Jaruzelski{mili--

)taty junta:
U% ' Despite this heavy heel of oppression, resistance
s ever present in new and clever forms:

® 1,700 underground “publications have appeared

‘t46ross Poland, with 20 established in the Warsaw .

region alone. Some bulletins have regular issues of up
- 40 4,000 copies, while others are produced by two or
“three people. All have a considerable readership and
~virculate from hand to hand.

‘~ @ Many Poles wear tiny resistors {used in radio

;/{E‘xcess Chrysler office bosses

- Highland Park, Mich.—I Am a member of Local 889,

: ,UAW at Chrysler- Headquarters, It is salaried work,
* ‘mostly clerical. The work you do ends up in computers,
$0. you are reduced to filling out forms. After all the
. things we have given up, all the things we have sacri
Aficed (and the “Equal Sacrifice” buttons they gave us)

<we have found that the union personnel are being laid-
off - 'with no. management personnel being laid-off in

corresponding numbers.
... In-most cases where there is a Iay-off we are being

B barraged by mcreaeed computer prmtouts and forms to

fill out. So° one person is now in effeet doing several

persons® work. In my arerm 1979, we had approxxmately
' 12" personnel and suk\ managers, We now have six, and
‘four managers. Actually (ns manager got laid-off, they
‘went to other jobs.

- "Supposedly there has_been centrahzing since the
“early °60s, but the only people being centralized are
- union people. In 1972 we had 8,000 Chrysler people in

‘our local. At the present time we have fewer than 3,000.

" One of our problems is the union itself. At Highland
~‘Park we have approximately 10 units of Local 889, each
and every one going their own different' way. And
naturally management uses that to the very best they
~can, playing one unit against another, doing a lot of

““what they call transfer of operations from one unit to

-another_ In this transfer of operations, there is always

" a loss of personnel, the union part never management.

: So right now.I don’t think much of the concessjons.
1 dxdn’t think much of them at the time but a lot of
folks were worried about their jobs, so they voted yes.

‘But whit I think is more significant to me is the

.. number of people who did not vote. There was supposed
.:fo be about a 60 percent vote, but there were approx:

<.that a no vote.

“Union won't resist Schwian

‘—Chrysler clerical worker

rulating ~in the plant talking about decertifying the

y would lose by decertifying the umon they wouldnt

t ;féo it,

“Some Apart of management has to be behind thls thing,
»4rying to make it look like “concerned workers.” It was

: e-xtl'ymg to blame our short weeks and lay-offs on the

< ynion. People in the plant aren’t paying too much atten-

" pedion to the leaflet but they are dissatisfied thh the

pumon and the company plays on that.

vop. o On Friday we got our checks and some who just
: got back from lay-off had double dues taken out, The
,contract says to take out 2 hours pay per month for
“ dues and they took out four. But when they go to the

supervisor about this, he says the union did that,

.-mately 20 percent not voting. I think I would consider

ff.,'chxcago, I —The other day we had a leaflet cir--.

union. It claimed it was put out by some workers. But .
don’t believe it because if the workers looked at what

.+ The -contract states that the company can change .

the. vacation: providing they notify the union by Jan.

15, ‘which they didn’t. So the company just went and

changed it by themselves and posted it on the board
in January. Everyone was concerned about it then and
.-didn’t -want ‘it changed. Here was a chance for the

~‘union ‘to make a stand. Instead of doing-that they sat

) down with the company and compromised.

- They should have called a meeting and sent out
- letters letting everyone know this question had to be

: decided. They were saymg people wouldn’t show up

electronics), smce, Solidarnosc buttons are banned.

® The whole town of Swidnik made a point of

“taking a stroll” right at 7 p.m., when the TV news
came on. (In an attempt to stop- this, the government.
moved up the curfew time.) Others publicly boycotted
the uniform-clad mewscasters- by putting their ﬂxcker-
ing TVs on the windowsill facing the outside.

® Radio Solidarnosc ‘broadcast- for the first time
in early April with an underground eight-minute mes-
sage urging continued struggle for the release of de-
tainees and the “restoration of human dignity.”

® Warsaw students show- up - for class in drab
scout shirts and dark sunglasses in xqock imitation of -

- Jaruzelski.

@ In mid-April, 500 people gathered in Warsaw’s

- Victory Square to' commemorate nine miners murdered

in the early days of martial law.
® Reports increase of brief work stoppages in
Gdansk, Warsaw and other cities.

The following are brief excerpts from a statement,
smuggled out of prison, written by the socialist 'in-
tellectual Adam Michnik,” one of the founders of KOR
jailed under martial law:

“Solidarity did not expect a military coup and was
taken by surprise. The responsibility for this is not
borne by the rank-and-file workers, but by all those who
(like the guthor) were called on account of their in-
tellectual activity to shape the polztzcal vision of the
union.

“The theoretical reflection .

Beyond hasty formulas there was almost no political

reflection whatever.- Practice finally outstripped theory.

. “Fhe fundamental—even though never clearly pre-
sented—conflict within Solidarity was on ‘the tempo of
changes .and their extent . . . Some said ‘No more
strikes. they get us nothing’; others said, ‘No more
half-way strikes, we meed a gemeral strike that will

force the government to make real concessions”’ It is -

hard to say who was in the majonty, but the latter
were certainly more vocal.

“These were the ones—mostly young workers from
the large enterpnses—who demanded radical action

Report from Italy: Fiat strllre, end of

Milan, Italy — Working class sohdanty in
Italy, which really characterized the immediate
post-war period, hit its peak at the end of the
1960s when the three labor federations that con-
trol collective bargaining decided to-unite their

programs. In 1980-81 the structure showed its
weakness -and, by now, the unions have broken down

into factions whxle many of the strikes are carried on
by unions that call themselves “autonomous.”

The strike at the Fiat auto company in Turin in
1980 is an example. The laying-off of 25,000 Fiat auto

- 'workers, many of whom were employed at the highly

technologically advanced Mirafiori plant, paved the
way for a 35-day strike of the Fiat workers. Later, auto
workers and maclumsts of other companies joined in.
The  strike was a protest against automation unem-
ployment and the attempt of the companies to decrease
the cost-of-living “wage -escalator.”

The strike was such .a failure that for  the first

time in Italian history workers were marching through .

the streets asking to go back to work, Naturally,2there
were also large numbers of workers that continued pick-
eting and wanted to continue with the struggle.

Just a year later, Fiat decided to lay off another

80,000 workers, on top of the hundreds of thousands of
auto workers and machinists who have been laid-off or
fired in Italy in the last few years. The unions, govern-

ment and mdustry negotiate, but rather than a strike V

it- would seem that most workers .are trymg to save
the savable—their jobs. :
CLASS STRUGGLE HIDDEN

What has happened to create such a breakdown in
the union’s force and in working class solidarity? The
roots are to be found not only in the economic crisis

but also in the development of the labor movement
~from 1963-64 till now. The 1960s represent a period in

which the unions lost their revolutionary character and

- began to form policies of .integration into- capitalism.

At the same time, even more office workers, fore-
men and state employees became organized and active
in the labor movement, production workers losing their
dominant role as the base of the labor movement. This

was the first change in the social composition of the .

working class; it was followed in the "70s by structural
changes in the unions’ policies and contracts which
tended to alienate young workers and in many cases

. divide the working class.

The labor contracts of 1974-75 ushered in the use

,of the “wage escalator,” This meant that the capitalist

‘class' had accepted price inflation as the only means to
mﬂh&ﬂrﬁﬂ,aﬂinthesamewaytheunionbe‘

] . on the theme of. -
* altering the system limped along behind the events.

I ——

““info- a" sort

from the leadersth of Solidarity, and the preventzon
of this became more and more difficult (although both
Walesa and Kuron attempted it).

“The pbwer apparatus was despised more and more:

and’ not taken: seriously - emmgh Almost mo one be-
lieved it could succeed .in using Polish soldiers to.attack
Polish workers . . . the attempt toterrorize Polish so-

ciety with the help- of the . Polisk - army was hardly

imaginable.: ... .

“Nevertheless ... with a bayonet one can spread
fear, terroride, kill, fight mctonous battles against an
unarmed people. But a bayonet . . . makes an uncom:

. fortable seat. And with a bayonet you cannot expunge .

15 months jof. freedom jrom the. . memory : of human
beings.” - S

. -
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"Countef—revoluhon drlves the revolution
underground; the resistance continues,” by
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1

" “’Polish women’s activity reveals™ depth of, {

contradictions _in, Solidarnosc,” by Urszula {
Wislanka

Together with ‘

X Today’s Polish Fight for Freecfom,

a_bilingual (Polish-English) pamphlet, first pub-
lished March, 1980. Includes writings from the {

’ (N&L, March 1982)

creation of Solidarnosc. ~ .
All fm‘ only $1.50 (Includes postage )

Order ﬁ'om ‘News & Letters, 2832 E. Grand Blvd
" Detroit, Ml 48211 :

labor cc consensus

came a sort of electronic calculator of prlces and wages
rather than a representative “of workers that wish to
contest the exploitation of the system thhm and with-

‘out the factery.

In the same labor contracts the Cassa integrazione - '

was another step towards the integration of capital and
labor. The idea was that laborers: would be laid-off for
a. certain pemod in order to give time to management

the Pohsh freedom movement ‘ ‘ :

’ Polish workers’ underground that foreshadow the (' :

to introduce into the factory technologically advanced-

machinery, The ‘gévernment would pay around 90 per-
cent of the workers’ salary *while they walted to be

‘hired’ agam [
There is an obvxons contradiction in this policy:

technologically advanced machines mean automation

unemployment.: The number of workers re-hired is al-
and the government, in débt up to its neck,
- will not finance this type of unemployment insurance -

ways less,

forever. In fact, both the Cassa integrazione and the

“wage escalator” are under attack by industrial and

government leaders.
They put 'the burden of the economic crisis on the

 backs of the workers: it is the workers’ fault if the cost

of labor is high, their fault- if prices. increase, their
fault if the government has to pay unemployment ben-
efits and increased benefifs for the old, their fault if
the capitalists do not want to make new  investments.
UNIONS HAIL AUTOMATION

« But let us turn back to the example of the strike
at Fiat, Why so qmuch dissension ameng the workers,
and why so little support for the union? Office workers
and foremen have never really identified with produec-
tion workers. - In automated  plants the foremen - have
the job of controlling the machmes that in turn eon-
trol the rhythm,

Then there are -the alienated youth., Most youth‘

have entered the factory or the office when the union

_: itself was offering only words about working' class soli-
“darity. Thus, the youth tended to seek social solutions

outside of work and class identifiéation. “Also the work
conditions in the automated factories are undoubtedly
'very much felt by the workers, but the unions glorify-

- -ing automation as salvation do not recognize problems.

Finally, it is not to be forgotten that the working:

class struggle is international. Although at the moment

H

there is no practical means for the organization of an. -
international working class movement, it is very im- -
portant that all workers are conscious of the interna--

tionalization of capital because the capitalist class and
its managers will do all in their power to break down

' .m ternational, o:qumg class solidarity; transforming it
hatxonaﬂst racist type of competition -

ameng workersﬂ,

—Margaret Ellingham

.
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Los Angeles Cal -—-Three leadmg actmsts from
West Europe’s new and massive anti-nuclear weapons
movement spoke here, April 3, to a_ crowd of 150 at

- 8t.-John’s Chuyrch. Dan Smith’ (chan'person of European -

Nuclear Disarmament) spoke on the origins and devek
opment of the massive protests which blanketed Europe
" this yedr; Anne Grinyer from Britain’s Campaign for
Nuclear starmanzent took" up the need for a new
“~anti-war . movement in the US., and Dorothee Solle
spoke on the importance of church partlclpatmn in the
West German peace struggle,

_ Smith was most on the mark in relatmg how “the ;
" antisnuclear -weapons movement ‘in Britain and else..

where the past ‘year was not called into being by or.

ganizers . . )
people . . . -as ‘a genuine spontaneous” movement.” The

" _demonstrations ‘which reached figures of half a million

~last year, he said, were sure to deepen and broaden
in the year ahead, despite Reagan’s newily-found posture
‘as a “peace” advocate with his “zero option” proposal
for confusing the anti-war forces. In truth, Smith said,
Reagan’s policy is no more in the interests of disarma-
ment than is. his continued : defense of genocide . in
El Salvador in the name of “elections.”

Where the audience was left wanting more, how-
ever, was in hearing ,about what lessons the rapid
. growth of the movement in Europe could tearh the

_anti-war struggles here at home. Smith conceded- that

the . movement has had problems in reaching out to

by. Jim Mills

A crisis in America is creating young revolutionaries
daily and it can be seen in the schools, In Detroit, a
walkout this spring by Northeastern High School stu-
.dents pointed a finger at the bankruptcy of the school
" board, including Superintendent Dr.-Arthur Jefferson,
that - unanimously voted to ‘close their school. How
‘wrong those administrators are in: thmkmg that closing
schools is a solution to such a crisis was the students’

message.
But the situation in the Detroit Public Schools re-

" flects the erisis in"Reagan’s America in other ways. The

answer to student restiveness over an educational sys-

but arose' from below by the common

v

tem that seems more like preparation for unemployment .

than for opportumty. is stricter discipline and a Gode of

Conduct- that really-is a call for injustice’ and for taking -

‘away civil -liberties,
THE DISCIPLINING OF STUDENTS

Recently a Detroit activist organization, Black Par-

ents for Quality Education, exposed how the school ad-
ministrators use_the student Code of Conduct to disci-
pline students without due process as a way of hiding

_low levels of uninspired student achievement. From Sep-

tember through January, approximately 17,000 studenis
had been excluded from school! Suspensxons numbered

1,592. At the same time, the drop-out rate for Detroxt '

high school students was an incredible 17.5 percent, or

about 8,200 students out of about 47,000 total.
_For those lucky enough to shoot for a college edu-
cation the erisis in Reagan’s America is just as real

of the U.S: Capitol this spring are fighting the Reagan
administration budget that would cut federal student
aid from-. $3.5 billion in 1981 to only $1.8 billion in
1983, Cuts in the Pell grants for disadvantaged:students

and Guaranteed Student Loans means that colleges

would be more and more for the rich only. When they

chanted “We need brains, not arms,” and “Books, not’

‘bombs,”  they opposed  cuts that would ‘make hundreds
‘of thousands- ineligible for educational assistance,
At the same" time a- class division is growing along

the lines .of who: goes to college and who doesn't, we

aré now. seeing the escalation of a racial separation
among -colleges. .I'm not-only speaking here of tax re-
~lief for colleges and private schools that advocate the
" most vulgar openly racist doctrines of white supremacy

RACISM IN EDUCATION

Take, for example, historically Black - Tennessee :
State University in Nashville. It merged with the newer

_University of Tennessee’s Nashville campus which was
predommantly white. Though each school started with
5,000 students, the planned racial balance has been
ruined by dropouts and transfers of whites that cut

. The 7,000 college students who protested on the steps .

Debate aml dmlogue in anti-nuclear weapons movement

Black youth and labor, but he concluded, “I really -

- dom’t see any way ‘out of the problem.”

Perhaps one way some answers could have been

k worked out would have been through back and forth
between the speakers and the audience—but the spon- .

sors.didn’t so much as allow for questions: and answers

from the jfloor! There’s no doubt, however, that youth
- will be discussing those questions raised by the meeting
. in“the future, in their community, in their schools

and in. thexr workplace
: —-Marxzst-ﬂumanist
* k3 *

b New York NY—-—Helen Caldicott spoke at Hunter

College recently. She is an Australian-born pediatrician:

who has been involved in informing the public aboit

~the health effects of radiation and the dangers of nu-

clear war. She. is the author of Nuclear Madness, What
You Can Do!—a powerful book that contiins some very
useful and urgent information about ‘nuclear power and
weapons production. ‘She makes very clear connections
between- the nuclear power industry and the military.

However her: talk had a shockingly mild tone. She

. talked about how we are all God’s children and that we

must. love .each other. She told us that we should write
letters to our Congressmen, and she stressed the power
of voting. -

- Apparently she forgot that on page 75 of her hook
she states that although one of the main issues on

Educatmn I‘ Dlsclphae and racism

ophy, and expanding technical and: professional enroll-

- ments because there, supposedly, are where the jobs are.

. Those limitations, linked with the phenomenon of
more and more students having to work full time and
‘go to school at the same time—which makes education
like a job instead of a growing experience-——means that

under Reaganomlcs the capacity to make judgements:
and decisions is being taken away 'because there are |

fewer choices Lo

In addltlon, the mlhtary has become the only ‘path
for :‘many young people because it will pay for college
‘or ‘because it’s the only job in town, With those kinds
of, alternatives, surely lots of youth will choose one of
their : owm—revolutlonary change.

Education 2: Reagan’s hatchet

There has. been much discussion -over the detrimen-
tal effects of the Social Security cuts for the elderly and

handicapped, but what of the survivors benefits given

to children of deceased or hanmcapped parents. Under
original provisions ‘a child could receive benefits until
22 years of ‘age provided they were. enrolled in school,
the cut-off normally being 18;

Needless tosay, and especially in these times, stu.
dents who received Social Security were counting heav-
ﬂy on it to help finance their college education. I guess

I should be speaking in the past tense for a rather-grim
and stark reality has taken over, v
Due to Reagan’s insatiable need to increase the

military budget, he’s decided to deny thousands the right
to a college ‘education. Now in order for a high. school

Senior: to continue to receive Social Security benefits

) ‘;l;:: ;nust he enrolied in college as full-time students by

“The first thing that hits you is the absolute illogic

- of the statement. Most of us planned on graduating from
.high school before we entered vollege but not if we plan

on playing by Reagans rules. Fortunately through the
benevolence of many colleges and with the cooperation
of the high schools many students have refused to give
up. -

; Fersonally, my senior year, which started off with

the promise of being really beautiful, has taken a kind
of nightmarish quality. Sure 1t is hard work trying to
be a full time college student and still go to high school.
But that is not the worst of it. What has proven to be

the hardest is giving up the luxuries of being able to .

particxpate ‘in: senior -activities, and belonging to the
various clubs and groups at school, or just plain goofing
off when the urge hits you.

But that's not the total picture elther Ask yourself

who are the kids who receive Social Security; they're the -

*. ones who ‘already have had to deal with the death of a

enrollment. to about 7,700 students, two thirds of them -

Black. The white flight from the new _'l‘ennessee State

" is reflected in the proportion. of Blacks in the last three

freshman classes—170; 86.and 93 percent.
- It's not' so difficult ‘to understand that such growth
-in racism comes at a time when the alternatives for

young people are dlsappearing Fewer and fewer choices

= are. open to youth today, whether because illiteracy has

“reached shameful levels, or because the grip, of pra Agma-

L tlsm in academia is cutt’ing ont, fnumanlties am{ philgs-

A
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parent, or watch a parent struggle with the ‘emotional
and not to mention physical turmoil involved in adjust-

: mg to becoming handicapped. I say this to point out that

s not like these kids have had it easy and this is the

\ fu'st real problem of their Tives. Rather these are people
who faced many dxsappozntments and - hardships and -
heavy respons‘rblhtle,s in their young lives already and

there is no justification in the world for burdening those
hgg:e so he.ayxly laxed already:
T S « 6"1 ¥y
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Hl;h school senior/college freshman K

© which Junmy Carter was elected was his antx-nuclear

power  and weapons proliferation stance he allocated
“$1.7 billion for (nuclear power) development in his
1978 budget.” Even though he stated- his commitment
to “elunmaturg nuclear weapons from the face of the
earth . . . his Administration has overseen ‘a rise in

U.s. arms exports ‘of ‘17 -percent; to a total of $13.2 :
- billion in 1978, maintaining America’s role as the world’s

chief * arms  supplier.” Maybe this page was torn out
of her copy! s
Reagan’s war on tlle poor here at home, and increas-

\ing US. intervention abroad makes it extremely vital

to make connections of nuclear power, weapons and. the
military-—all as an integral part of a world system
oppressing ‘and destroying us,

I was really astounded by Caldicott's sunphstlc
thinking. At Hunter College people are beginning to
take ideas seriously and refuse 10 accept simple- explana-

tions. -
' - —flunter ‘student'
. S * * & S :
Chicago, HlL—About 200 came -to_an -anti-nuclear
conference ‘here recently, People were certainly inter-
ested in information and discussion, but: I was quite

bothered " by the tone of some of the speakers which
amounted-to lecturing. us about our “eomplacency” and .

telling us to fork -over money to the cause.
. Thus one -speaker, Carl Johnson, :a doctor - from .
Colorado, gave a long technical speech and succeeded
in horrifying the audience with slides from Hiroshima,
but failed to -give any mpressxon that we could do
anything about it.

Another speaker, Andreas anach, a West (:erman
disarmament activist, expressed doubt about U.S.-Russia
negotiations, but. then talked ‘about influencing the: gov-
ernments to take “small steps”. toward disarmament,
as if the imperialist powers could ‘ever bring themselves

.. to_give up their deadliest weapons. Zumach seemed to
- think. that the anti-war movement could bring about

disarmament without questioning the rule of the exist-
ing state powers.
Despite -the llp~serv1ce he pald to- mternatxonalzsm,

"opposing regimes . in E]l Salvador, South “Africa. and

Afghanistan, he said that the West European anti-nuke
groups -shouldn’t openly express support for Polish
Solidarity for fear of provoking more pressure on them.
He complained that several groups had abandoned the
anti-nuke movement for Solidarity support work -and
accused them of having illusions about how fast thmgs
could change in’ Eastern ‘Europe."

His - attitude - toward Poland was sad proof of the
need for a total phxlosophy We need. it to be prepared
for both the repression that’s sure to fall on the dis- -

* armament movement, and the opportunism of those who

try to keep the movement in very narrow channels.
—Franklin: Dnutryev

I-'ratem:ty sexism, rocism

San Francisco, Cal ——-At the Umversxty\of California
Davis campus 300 -women and children “of all races
recently marched, chanting- “Out of our homes and
into the streets. We won’t be raped, and we won’t be
beat!” This was a. protest against the increase ‘of rapes g
in that area.- :

' As. the parade passed Fratermty Row, a member

of Sigma Nu told the women, “You'd better not come -
“around here if-you dont want to be raped.” While

three members showed their bared boftoms through the
frat house windows, other jeered -and threatened the
marchers.. At &gma Alpha Epsilon (SAE), - house
members publicly  exposed - themselves, urinated, spit
on the women, including one with.a baby in_her arms,
drove a car. menacingly into the march, and called the
women ‘“dykes.”

Annemarie Wagstalf, an organizer and women’s
rights activist said, “These men are the future leaders
of tomorrow and it is important they: recogmze their -
behavior,” and Robin McNight, march organizer and
*ccordinator of the U. C. Davis Rape Prevention Educa-
tion Program insisted, “We can’t write this off by saying
it was just fraternity behavior and boys will be boys.”

- But the University of California said it could not dis-

g‘plme the men as the me:dents d:d ‘not happen on
mpus.

At ‘the Umvers:ty of Cahfornm at Berkeley, fra.
ternity members vandalized a Jewish students’ residence
with swastikas and anti-Semitic - slogans. Campus and
community refused to accept this as “a youthful ‘prank,”
and the fratermty was suspended ~

WOMEN AND MII.ITARY
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- Just as World War I sent the reformist labor
bureaucracy of the Second International scurrying to
support “its” respective national bourgeoisies, so today’s

world crisis. over a few islands in the South Atlantic .

sees the Argentine and Brmsh labor bureaucrats rallymg
around. *flag and cguntry.”-

In Argentma, the fascxst General Galtieri had just
“* murderously crushed a massive labor - demonstration

March 30, arresting 2,000 workers and intellectuals. Then,
demonstrators had chanted, “It will end, ‘it will end, the
military dictatorship.” When Galtieri occupxed the Mal-

vinas/Falkland Islands a week later, the same Peronist

labor. unions (and the small Communist Party) called a
mass demonstration to support Galtieri unconditionally.
§lust 2 week earlier, the regime had appeared to totter.

In - Britain, “the rotten and reactionary Thatcher

government had in the past year seen its popular sup- -

: bort plunge m the wake of Black and white youth riots

Rulers use I-'allrland crisis td stem revolt

and massive labor marches agamst unemployment, and -
a ‘huge and growing “anti-war movement. ‘Suddenly, all
sorts of ]mgmst British chauvnmsm and nostalgia for

Just days before the Falkland erisxs, soldlers trled to
control the tens of thousands protestmg ‘against the
Argentinian government.

the emplre came to the surface to support Thatcher’s
naval “expedition to the hilt.

Meanwhile the rest of the Left has decided that
. imperialism ‘is tié main enemy. The Trotskyists, both -

American and British sects, are firmly . advocating the
soverelgnty of the fascist -military Argentinian dlctator-
ship over’ “the islands. :
Quarrels among dictators and the: rei‘nnants of the
British empire over questionable spoils have no interest
for the working class. Of greater “interest to Latin
Americans are the military - forces being trained by

Argentma s dictatorship to harass the Sandinista govern.

.ment in Nicaragua.

The workers of both Argentma and Brxtam have
nothing.in common with the war aims of ‘their rulers.
Their activities should be devoted to turning any war
mto a civil war. The real enemy is at home

COMING NEXT ISSUE THE FALKLANDS, ANT-
- ARCTICA, AND TﬁE GLOBAL CONTEXT OF THE

. CRISIS,

"France in Africa

Today, ‘under the Socialist Party rule of Francois -

* Mitterrand, France continues to station some 10,000 sol-

diers plus military -advisers in Gabon, the Central"Afri-

~ can” Republic, ‘the Ivory Coast, Senegal and Djibouti.

French bases are on two’ Indian Ocean islands and the

. French air force has Jaguar strike arrcraft stationed in
Senegal and Gabon, -

- Altogether there are some 350,000 French living

in.Africa, and some are in high échelons of government.
Sixty-five: thousand French are in the Ivory Coast—a

_third employees of the Ivorian ‘Government. One out .-

of four people in Libreville, the capital of Gabon, is

. French. In Chad the salary for civil servants often comes-

from Pans

: The key to the French relationslup is as well ec-
onomic.-Many French-speaking colonies' are. tied to the

French-backed CFA franc, meanmg French fiscal  in--

fluence and coritrol. Thirty-seven percent of the Ivory
Coast’s imports come from France, and the French own
. one-third of the country’s.- manufacturing industries,
France imports 20 percent of its oil from West Africa

. and gets the bulk of its strategxc mmerals such as cobalt.
’ and ‘uranium- from Afnca /

Meanwhile -defense treatles remain -in force with
several former colonies, and withdrawal- of French
troops seems as unlikely under Mitterrand’s government,
_ as it ‘'was under Giscard d’Estaing’s.

Korea, South and North
7 4
‘Late in March the totalitarian U. S»supported mili-
tary regime of General Chun Doo Hwan in South Korea
mobilized ‘thousands of police and . briefly arrested
16,000 people, in order to find two fugitive youth now
- accused of leading the group which had set fire to the
U.8: government information office-.in Pusan. Their
manifesto: read: “The United States should not make
- Korea 'its subordinate country, but leave this, land. The
United States has supported this military regime which
refuses: democratization, socxal revolutlon, development
and. reumficatlon ¥

Moderate church dissident circles describe the new
generation of youth rebels as “radical non-Communist
activists.” A new stage of opposition was reached in the
May 1980 mass uprising in Kwangju, where students and
workers rose up, only to be massacred by Chun’s troops,
backed up by the 40,000 American soldiers still in Korea.
This year, new union and church groups have begun to

. demand: new labor laws, the creation of “real unions,”

a-minimum wage, and the eight-hour day. Some meetings

have attracted hundreds of-people..South Korea remains

a militarized American outpost in Asia, and a haven for
U.S. “runaway” shops.

.~ North Korea, on the other hand, is today somewhat
“independent” of Russxa and China, as well as of U.S.
imperialism. It. is possible that it has industrialized
even faster than the South which makes it appealing.to

certain sectors of the Left, despite the great suffering

and exploitation of the masses.

On April 15, the ‘government of the “great leader,"
Kim Il Song, cele«brated his 70th -birthday by spending
millions of dollars on lavish ceremonies. His son, 40-
year-old “hero” Kim Jong Il, is marked to succeed his
father in what some are calling the world’s first Com-
munist monarchy. But that same week what was lang

_suspected, but not provable due to the closed nature

of totalitarian North Korea, was reported in the world
press: There are at least 105,000 political prisoners
living under brutal conditions in concentration camps.

The national independence yearned for so deeply,.

after 35 years of Japanese occupation and the immensely
destructive. Korean War, has proved to be bitter fruit
indeed under the two militarized regimes which divide
the Korean nation between them. This situation was
ereated after 1945 when the two superpowers, Russia
and "America, with help from China and Japan, divided

Korea mto “zones.”

Beware! Robots at large

The myth that Automation will provide employment
for unemployed autoe workers was exploded by the

opening of a new .lwapanese factory-m Florence, Ken

tucky

‘Itisa fully automated machine tool factory costmg :

$15 million—a small price as factories go. The number

¥

: News and Letters Committees, an organization
of Marxist:Humanists, stand for the abolition of

- in: the U.S,, or its state property form as in Russia
-or China, News & Letters was -created so that the

"' separated from the articulation of a philosophy of

i"." Denby, author of Indignant Heart: A Black Work-
rer's Journal, ‘is the editor of the. paper. Raya
Dunayevskaya, National -Chairwoman of the Com.-
mittees; is the. -author of Marxism and Freedom

philosophic ground of Marx’s Humanism interna-
- tionally  as American Civilization on Trial- con-

two-way road. between the U.S. and Africa,
~ - News & Letters was founded in 1955, the year
- -of the Detroit wildeats against Automatlon and
. the Montgomery Bus Boycott against segregation—
activities which signalled a néew movement from
practice which was itself a form.of theory. Vol. 1,
No. 1, came off the press on the second anniver-
‘sary of the June 17, 1953 ‘East German revolt

" .against’ Russian state-capitalism masquerading as

" Who We Are and What We Stand For

capitalism, whether in its private property form as - ]
out the revolutionary dialectics of Marxism in its

" voices of revolt from below could be heard not -
“liberation. ‘A Black production. worker, Charles

" and Philosophy and Revolution, which spell out th$

cretizes it on the American scene and shows the |,

*a copy of the Constxtutxon of News and Letters ~

Communism, in order to express our solidarity
with freedom fighters abroad as well as at home,
Because 1953 was also the year when we worked

original form.of “a new Humanism,” as well as
individuality “purified of all that interferes with
its universalism, i.e., with freedom itself,” we
organized ourselves in Committees rather_ than
any elitist party “to lead.”

In opposing the capitalistic, racist, sexist, ex-
ploitative society, we participate.in all class-and
freedom struggles, nationally and internationally.
As our Constitution states: “It'is our aim . , . to
promote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks
and other minorities, women, youth-and those in-
tellectuals who have broken with the 'rulmg bu-
reaucracy of both capital and labor.” We do not
separate the mass activities from the activity of
thinking. Anyone who is a participant in these
freedom struggles for totally new relations and a
fundamentally new way of life, and who believes
in these principles, is invited to join us. Send for

Committees.

of people en ‘loyed will\ be only six for the ‘entire
operation. Robots™will do all the work. The investment
in machinery:per worker employed is $2.5 million.

The Yamazaki M.aehinery Works Ltd. is planmng
to expand its operations in the United States in com-

petiticn with the skilled trades that nowbuild machine
tools. UAW President Doug Fraser and his allies in the -

Democratic Party are advocating that Michigan become
the center for future robotics production in the United
States. If his pipedream was to become reality it would

" require an investment of $750 billion te employ just

the 300,000 auto workers currently laid off ‘in the auto
industry.

Marx pomted out long ago that capitalism requires
ever increasing amounts of capital as the rate of profit
declines and unemployment increases. )

. 3 [ ‘
Once again, on March 29, a nationwide general
strike called by the tiunderground Confederation of

Bolivian Workers (COB) shut down the country, It was
called to profest drastic-cuts in the standard of living

of the masses, due’ to a ‘devaluation of the currency -

by the government in the context of Bolivia's depres-
sion economy: The strike paralyzed -most factories,
mines, banks, schools, transportation,  oil faclhtres and
airlines. ‘

Three days earlier, six protesters were killed by the
fascist military. at a demonstration in Cochobamba, In
power since 1980 with the help of Argentine . fascist
advisers; the Bolivian military has failed so far to break
the power of 'the labor movement, the strongest in

Latin America, despite the murder torture and imprison-

ment of fhousands.

H Salvador

. The jubxlatlon of the “Reagamtes over ' the large
turnout in the E} Salvador elections has been dimmed
(even for them!) by the majority attained by the coali-
tion of the right wing. To conduct an'election in a country

torn by civil ‘war makes no more sense today than it.

did- in Vietnam. To: point to a huge turnout where
/votmg is compulsory, w1th death squads to enforce it,
is asinine. :

Yet it can be pointed out that despxte people bemg

driven to the polls at the point of bayonets, 400,000 -

did not vote out of the 1.5 million eligible to do. so.
Of those who did ‘vote, 11.4 percent cast ,blank ‘or
defaced ballots—even though they had to do so-in clear
plastic. ballot” boxes under the eyes of the. soldiers.
This was enough voters to have placed thud ‘among the
political parties. :

What chance did the revolutionary Opp()SIthn really
have? The guérrilla forces were barred from the ballot,
and -if they tried to campaign they would have been
shot on sight. The only choice offered was which of the
oppressive nght-wmg parties would continue to receive
arms from Reagan {0 dominate the country and per-
petuate -the misery and starvation that has been the
lot -of the people over the past 100 years. ,

Not only does this put the lie to Washington’s claim
‘of “free elections,” but one must also question the very

‘basis of a bourgeois election that limits the franchise

to 1.4 million out of a population of 4.7 mxlhon of whom
half are 15 and under—many of whom are in the fore-
front of the freedom flghters

The election is over, but the real issues rerhain

~ to be settled by the masses of El Salvador, not by the
. explorters and thelr fnends in Washmgton i




