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THE GOVERNMENT are 
making the unemployed, the 
low paid , the sick and the old 
pay for their economic cri­
sis. 

By a CPSA member 

Tory socia l services secretary . John 
M•Jore. is attacking the ten million 
people who live on or below supple­
mentarv benefit level. The latest fi. 
gures suggest th at. after the stock 
market crash . around six million 
people own shares : fa r more people 
arc forced to depend on so me fo rm of 
be nefit. 

Moore has already fro ze n child 
benefit payments: now· he wants to 
re -int roduce means testing to restrict 
payment to about a million fami lies. 
ivlanv more benefits will be hit hard in 
the i1ext year. 

Staff at the Department of Health 
and Social Security (DHSS) . are now 
bei ng trained for th e new system 
(Income Support). which replaces 
supplementa ry benefit next April. 
They hm·e been told that th e changes 
,,·ill make the system simple r. 

The only ·simple· aspect is th at 
the re are fewer things people can 
claim. At present . you can get extra 
money for things like extra heating for 
you ng children. for medically pres­
cribed diets and sometimes for clo-

ing. bed linen etc. 
There were o,·er fi ve million such 
ti ms last year. These will disappear 
xt April and be rep laced by loans at 
e discretion of DHSS managers. 
10 will have a 'social fund· with cash 

limits. Staff will be expected to choose 
which claimant is most in need . Late 
in the financial year this cash may 
have dri ed up. 

Young and jobless 
The Tories claim that some of their 

provisions will help low paid workers. 
But any marginal improvements when 
the Family Income Supplement is 
replaced by Family Credit will be 
more th an offset bv a ne w extreme!\· 
stingy H ousi ng Be~efit system and by 
the freezing of child benefit. 

Far more people will lose than gain 
from the changes . 

The young uilemployed and groups 
like pensioners will suffer most. Most 
young people under 18 will lose all 
benefit unless they take either a job or 
a slave labour t rain ing place. If they 
are ·lucky' enough to get benefit it will 
be a low flat rate regardless of 
whether they live at ho;ne or in a 
rented house. 
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The Tories talk about ' incentives· to 
work. If benefits are low enough , 
people will be desperate for any low 
wage job, such as solving some rich 
parasite ·s ·servant problem ' . 

But people need real jobs . How can 
these barbaric ··incentives·· conjure 
up jobs which don ·t exist'? And what 
incentive can a freeze on child benefit 
give to parents? 

Businessmen who underwrote pri­
vatised BP shares got a multi-billion 
pound safety net to stop them hurling 
themselves off corporation 
skyscrapers. But safety nets for the 
poor are too expensi,·e ! 

The Tories want to cut social secur­
ity costs to cut taxes for th e rich . 
Social Securitv staff will suffer as well. 
A ·simplified' syste m can be run by 
computer, so fewer workers will be 
needed . particularly if Moore·s plans 
to privat ise DHSS computer records 
go ahead. 

The labour movement must expose 
the Tori es · aims and lead a fightback. 

Cash to fi ht with 
ONLY A few days left to reach our 
.£70,000 fighting fund target. We are 
appealing to all our readers to 
match, or better, the donations we've 
received this week. 

A magnificent sacrifice of .£1000 
was made by local authority worker 
Peter Krumbein of east London. From 
west London John Golding donated 
£200. Steve White from Chelmsford 

gave .£100. Tudor Parsons of Blae­
nant NUM sent us .£40 . 

These donations show we can do It. 
Can you make a similar sacrifice to 
help build Militant? 

Send off your donation today. 
.£1000 or .£10, large or small, send 
us what you can. Pull out all the 
stops In the last few days to help us 
reach the target. 
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Gorbachev's speech 
THE CONQUESTS of the historic Russian Revolu­
tion have been brought into sharp relief by the 
anniversary speech of Gorbachev , chief representat­
ive of the bureaucratic caste that falsely claims for 
itself the mantle of October. 

Inside and outside Russia , there are many illu­
sions m Gorbachev, and the ' reforms' he has 
instituted. Khrushchev's 1956 denunciation of Stalin 
was made in secret session. Gorbachev·s speech is 
beamed around the world by TV satellite, and even 
shown live on a giant screen in Red Square. 

He attempted a reassessment of the heritage of 
the revolution, in line with the policy of glasnost , 
openness , he is applying to Russia today. But his 
speech was as full of distortion and untruth as many 
by other heads of the ruling elite . And like Banquo's 
ghost, the real ideas and record of one man haunted 
the bureaucracy as Gorbachev spoke , but were 
never explained-those of Leon Trotsky. 

Nearly fifty years afte r his murder by Stalin's 
agent, his heroic fight for workers ' democracy and 
against bureaucratism , still makes him their sworn 
enemy. Gorbachev even managed to salute the 
bravery of the soldiers of the Red Army, against the 
armies of imperialist intervention in the civil war, 
without mentioning Trotsky who organ ised 
them. 

He repeats the Stalinist crime of distorting the 
unity of Lenin and Trotsky in the struggle for 
socialism in Russia and internationally. He repeats 
the lie that 'Trotskyism' was some separate trend 
from Lenin and Bolshevism , and salutes Stalin in 
safeguarding the party from it. 

But then he is compelled to recognise the "wan­
ton repressive measures of the 1930s" , in which " the 
guilt of Stalin ... is enormous and un­
forgiveable". 

But who other than Trotsky and his persecuted 
followers fought back against those "unforgiveable" 
crimes, against the torture, Jabour camps and 
executions? And not from the safe distance of 1987, 
but then . 

Not the leadership of any of the 'Communist' 
Parties internationally , including the CPGB, nor the 
old Daily Worker . Now its successor, the Morning 
Star , without a blush, reports Gorbachev's " ba­
lanced assessment" of the period. In the thirties it 
resorted to such 'balanced' abuse as 'Trotsky­
fascists ' and 'reptiles ' . 

" We now know," proclaims Gorbachev , "that 
political accusations and repressive measures ... 
were a result of deliberate fabrication". Trotsky 
exposed them as such half a century ago. 

Gorbachev , while criticising the savage manner in 
which it was enforced , explains the essential need 
for the collectivisation and industrialisation begun in 
the late twenties. However , he deliberately ignores 
that it was Trotsky who campaigned, over a period 
of years, for collectivisation by example and indus­
trialisation through five year plans. 

This new Stalinist falsification of the true post­
revolution history , exposes the bureaucracy's Jack of 
commitment to open discussion and any real 
democratic reform. 

But while he might deny Trotsky's role , Trotsky 
understood the motivation of a Gorbachev. "Sta­
lin ," he wrote " is compelled from time to time to 
take the side of the 'people' agai nst the bureau­
cracy .. . at least partly to purge the state apparatus of 
the corruptions which are devouring it". 

Since then of course the Russian economy, with 
the incalculable benefit of state ownership and 
planning, has progressed enormously , to the second 
world power. But in a modern , developed economy, 
the existence of a bureaucratic caste and the gross 
mismanagement and corruption that inevitably 
accompany it , is literally choking up society. 

Perestroika, reorganisation, aims to shake up the 
bureaucracy's inertia and self satisfaction. To use 
the 'whip' of election of managers and even party 
officials to bring them to heel. 

Gorbachev is not reforming away bureaucracy; he 
is taking desperate steps to save the ruling elite , 
before economic stagnation and too ostentatious 
perks , impel the workers to sweep them away. 
· It is as the apostle of the poli tical revolution that 
Trotsky must continue to be slandered and vilified. 
But the Russian working class, the strongest and 
most educated in the world , will sti ll turn to the 
programme of Trotsky to overthrow their 
bureaucratic oppressors. In carrying through the 
political revolution , they will rediscover the genuine 
history of revolutionary Russia. 

Militant will carry a fu ll article on Gorbachev's 
speech and his reform programme in a coming issue . 
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Listen to Labour 
"WE MUST be pre­
pared to listen to the 
people and to learn 
from them''. 

By Militant reporter 

No socialist could dispute 
this sentiment , which was 
contai ned in the Labour 
national executive 
statement-Moving Ahead 
- presented to September 's 
Party conference. But it 
was invoked to give the 
appearance of reasonable­
ness to the leadership 's 
total review of Party po­
licy. 

But as Militant and 
others warned the ' review' 
was code for a total revision 
of Labour's socialist aims. 
And what an irony this is 
turning out to be. Just 
when the shares crash 
demonstrates the funda­
mental crisis-ridden nature 
of capitalism , the Labour 
leaders choose to try to 
discard any idea of ending 
it and of transforming 
society. 

Kinnock and Hattersley want to listen, but not to the workers. 

And now the fears of the 
left are being confirmed , as 
it becomes clear exactly 
whom the ' listen ing party' 
will listen to. If the meeting 
held on poll tax on 27 Oc­
tober is anything to go by it 
certainly will not be ordin­
ary voters. 

Invited to it, where Jack 
Cunningham and Jeff 
Rooker were ' listening', 
were the Building Societies' 
Association, the British 
Chambers of Commerce, 
the National Federation of 
the Self-Employed , the In­
stitute of Chartered Sur­
veyors and several others. 
What possible advice could 
such organisations of as­
sorted business people and 
Tories give Labour about 
financing the economy? 

Did they suggest nationalis­
ing the financial insti tutions 
or interest free loans to 
help local councils? 

At Labour's national 
executive meeting, the very 
same day , it became clearer 
still what the leadership 
had in mind. A number of 
'Labour Listens' events are 
being planned at different 
levels , but they will be for 
" invited" audiences . In fact 
at the big regional events, 
those attending will have to 
send in their questions in 
advance! 

Ex-left Tom Sawyer 
claimed that nobody should 
feel excluded from the po­
licy review, but already it is 
felt doubtful whether 
people the leadership dis­
agree with will be listened 

to . 
£50 ,000 has been set 

aside from this year's 
budget for the project , and 
next year still more will be 
spent, including trips 
abroad for the members of 
the seven policy review 
groups . At the NEC, Den­
nis Skinner moved the 
money not be spent, 
especially at a time when 
the right wing were pushing 
through redundancies for 
Party staff and closing La­
bour Weekly. But his mo­
tion only attracted three 
votes. 

Rig ht control 
The NEC also appointed 

the chairs of these groups, 
and each one was kept 

firmly in the hands of the 
right. Brian Gould is to 
chair the economy group. 
Perhaps he will 'review' his 
Party conference speech 
encouraging share owner­
ship, now the value of sha­
res has collapsed? 

Rather than stage 
managed listening exer­
cises, why does the Party 
leadership not arrange a 
series of major public ral­
lies, explaining the socialist 
answer to the coming eco­
nomic crisis or how Labour 
will organise resistance to 
poll tax. Perhaps then " the 
people" would listen to La­
bour , if the Party was say­
ing things worth listening 
to . 

Ian Isaac expelled 
IAN ISAAC,former Lodge 
secretary of St John's 
NUM in South Wales and 
member of the South 
Wales NUM executive, 
was expelled by the Na­
tional Constitutio nal 
Committee (NCC) on 15 
October after 17 years' 
Labour party member­
ship. 

This expulsion shows 
most graphically the per­
secution any Labour Par­
ty member can expect 
once referred to the 'Star 
Chamber' of the NCC. 

Ian has a long history 
of loyalty to the labour 
movement, in particular 

to the miners in his home 
community of Maestag. 
During the miners' strike 
he and his pit became 
known nationally for their 
militancy and the model 
campaign they built up. 

It is a disgrace that 
such a class fighter 
should be expelled from 
the party. 

EDINBURGH PENT­
LANDS Labour Party has 
deferred accepting the 
membership transfer of 
long-standing left winger 
Jim Greer, until it hears 
from the NEC. Jim has 
been in the Labour Party 

for 10 years, yet Sighthill­
Longstone branch don 't 
want him. 

Councillor Tom Fraser 
declared that Jim had 
been give11 no appeal to 
the Constituency Labour 
Party and that the branch 
had not passed the 
matter on to the CLP, as 
should have happened 
under the Party rules . 
Tom also pointed to the 
CLP's policy against ex­
pulsion of members for 
their views. 

By Tam Burke, 
Sighthill - Longstone LP 

Liverpool party reformed 
AFfER A two year suspension Liver­
pool District Labour Party has been 
given permission to resume its meet­
ings. Unfortunately the speed with 
which things are being done does not 
bode well for party democracy. 

Party 'policeman', Peter Kilfoyle, 
has called a meeting for 2 December 
just a month away and nominations 
close on 18 November. Under the old 
District Labour Party - which was su­
spended for allegedly breaking the 
rules - a couple of months' notice was 
normally given for the annual general 
meetings, particularly for the trade 
unions which use different procedures 

for the election of delegates. 
Calling the election so quickly and 

with so little time for nominations will 
undoubtedly lead to either a curtail­
ment of democratic procedures within 
the trade unions or to them being 
disenfranchised. 

Ignoring rules 
Activists will be asking is it that the 

party officials wish to try and directly 
influence the outcome of the elections 
by calling such swift elections. One 
thing is for sure they are quite pre­
pared to ignore the rule book if it suits 

their interests. 
At this stage only a small number of 

trade unions have contributed to the 
appeal for the Liverpool councillors 
debarred from office and facing bank­
ruptcy. The national Labour Party 
leadership has largely harmed the 
fundraising job by their attacks. Local 
officials in Liverpool have been too 
busy suspending parties and supplying 
files on people for expulsion to bother 
about fundraising. The rally comme­
morating the Russian Revolution aims 
to raise a minimum of 500 standing 
orders which should net a regular 
£1000 a month to the appeal fund. 
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Lawson in wonderland 
LIKE A Rip Van Winkle who 
was fast asleep as the world 's 
stock exchanges were crashing, 
Nigel Lawson has awoken to pro­
claim complacently that every­
thing is for the best in the best of 
all possible capitalist worlds. 

The Chancellor's autumn state­
ment on the British economy 
ignored all the warning signs of an 
impending recession. As the sha­
re prices went on falling even as 
he spoke , he smugly bragged that 
the 'boom' was set to con­
tinue . 

He did not mention the £135 
thousand million wiped off the 
value of shares in a few days . He 
ignored the political somersault 
he has just performed in resorting 

to government inte rvention to 
save the BP privati sation . 

He did not refer to the millions 
of the unemployed and low-paid 
for whom his 'boom' has meant 
only poverty and hopelessness. 
Nothing was allowed to cast a 
shadow on his picture of free­
market prosperity. 

But all his juggling with figures 
cou ld not disguise the underlying 
problems facing British capital­
ism . 

He admits that the four per 
cent growth in production he now 
forecasts for this year is set to fall 
to two and a half per cent next 
year. Inflation , already the hi­
ghest among the major industria­
lised countries , is going up again , 

and Lawson concedes there is 
likely to be a further half per cent 
rise in 1988. 

He acknowledges that 
unemployment is going to fall 
more slowly, that next year he 
will not be able to match this 
year's record 400 ,000 per cent 
drop (only achieved by increasing 
the numbers on phoney ' training' 
schemes). 

Miserly increases in public 
spending have been conceded. 
The £400 million for housing and 
£65 million for the Urban Deve­
lopment Corporations is less than 
the amount the Tories have taken 
in grants from just one city, Liver­
pool! 

The rises in Social Security 

payments are supposed to cover 
an expected higher take-up rate 
of benefits under the new regul a­
tions . But the new system involv­
es more means-testing , which 
normally leads to a lower take-up 
rate. So a lot of this 'expenditure' 
is likely to stay in the Trea­
sury! 

Lawson's central aim is to clear 
the ground for yet more tax 
reductions for the rich in next 
year's budget . The price will still 
be paid by the unemployed , 
whose job prospects are no 
brighter , the low-paid whose 
benefits are to be cut and the 
claimants who will be forced to 
undergo humiliating means tests 
to claim any benefit. 

II 
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As Labour opposed BP privatisat ion in the Commons, Chancellor Lawson threw back at them Brian Gould's statement supporting 
share ownership: "Inst ead of opposing wider share ownership, for example, we should set about making it a reality ... The idea of 
owning shares is catching on and as socialists we should support it " 

Defend women's right to abortion 
Liverpoo l Labou r Women's 
Council organised a very 
successful de monstration on 
27 October (the 20th ann ivers­
ary of the 1967 Abortio n Act) 
aga inst David Alton's bi ll to 
reduce the time limit for abor­
tion and also calling for extra 
resources for the NHS to en­
sure proper health care for 
women and ch ildren. 

Liverpool Women·s Council 
fe lt that David A lton·s con­
cern for wo men and chi ldren 
would have been be tte r served 
by introducing a bill to de-

mand back the £5 .32 million 
that is being cut from Liver­
pool Health A uthority's 
spending. This will mean the 
closure of five major hosp ita ls, 
including the Women 's, two 
maternity and one ch il­
dren 's. 

About 200 people gathered 
for the demonstration outside 
the Women's hospital and 
marched past two other 
hospitals facing possib le clo­
sure. Oxford St maternity and 
Myrtle St children's. T&GWU 
pickets were outside Myrtle St 

as the porters a re on stri ke 
agai nst management's at­
tempts to remove security 
screens fro m the porte rs' rec­
eptio n area. This is just one of 
many small disputes breaking 
out in the hospi tals. 

The march finished outside 
Senate House where the 
Live rpool A rea Health Au­
thoritv later met to discuss the 
current crisis of an overspend 
situation where the money wi ll 
soon run out with no reserves 
to fa ll back on. and the necess­
ary unspecified cuts . 

Militant 
Defend 
abortion 
rights! 
_.·:::--:;.:~:~- ~.:;~~~~::: 

. - --~· .. _ -· :- _ ;:..·.;~. 
.,,_ "' ••U _... . . .. -.. ..... ~ .. ... 

-~.. ............ __..,,.. ..... .. ................. ·~-.. .. __. . .., 
Militant Abortion rights leaflet 
available from 3- 13 Hepscott Rd, 
London E9 5HB. Raise m oney 
through collect ions for further 
material ! 

Investment in industry in still 
seven per cent below its level in 
1979. Output has just got back to 
that year's level. Yet Lawson 
concludes that Britain is uniquely 
well-placed to weather any storms 
which follow the fall on the stock 
markets. 

A recession in the USA is now 
inevitable, and Britain , one of the 
weakest capitalist powers, will be 
in no position to avoid being 
swept down in its wake. This will · 
blast away Lawson 's smug com­
placency and confirm the Marx­
ists ' diagnosis of the terminal 
sickness of capitalism interna­
tionally . 

By Pat Craven 

Richard Venton 

Militant's campaign to win 
thousands of new supporters 
in November continues. Here 
we print what inspired 
another supporter-Richard 
Venton-to get involved with 
Marxism. 

My parents were forced to 
wander Ireland in search of 
work, married into poverty 
and reared a family through 
extreme sacrifice. I grew up to 
observe the extremes of 
wealth and poverty. 

The late 1960s' struggles of 
youth in France and Ireland 
and blacks in America 
inspired me to join the fight 
for socialism. 

Militant best represents the 
aims of workers who hate 
inequality born of capitalism 
and who want to build a class­
less society. History is riddled 
with lost opportunities for 
building socialism. Militant 
provides the missing factor­
a determined, tested socialist 
leadership. 

Protests at Monerville arrest 
ON SUNDAY 1 November, 
Trevor Monerville, a black 
youth, with his brother 
Peter Thomas, was charged 
with robbery , grievous 
bodily harm and assaulting 
a police officer at Hackney 
police station. 

For the second time, in 
Trevor's case, he and his 
brother were taken to 
Homerton hospital with in­
juries to the head, face and 
body. Another man. Tre­
vor's friend was also 
charged with attempted 
robbery. 

According to friends and 

relatives the three left a 
relative's home shortlv after 
1 am on Sunday. At ~ppro­
ximately 1.45 Trevor 's 
father received a call to say 
his son was in police cu­
stody. At Old Street Magis­
trates Court the police al­
leged the three were in­
volvrd in an accident at lam 
on Sunday. 

The family were particu­
larly disturbed at this inci­
dent as Trevor is still recov­
ering from severe injuries 
sustained in January when 
he was detained by the 
police. 

On 5 January after five 
days' search , during which 
the police continually 
denied any knowledge of' 
Trevor's whereabouts, 
John Monerville discovered 
his son in Brixton prison 
covered from head to toe in 
bruises. 

Serious injuries 
He later went on to a life 

support machine and un­
derwent surgery to remove 
a blood clot from his brain 
which left him temporarily 
paralysed down one side of 

his body. 
The local community was 

shocked at reports that Tre­
vor had been detained and 
beaten again . LPYS 
members and the Family 
and Friends of Trnor Mon­
erville Campaign responded 
with a picket of the police 
station throughout Sunday 
afternoon and evening. 
During this time the police 
continually delayed Tre­
vor's interview, at which he 
was to be charged, and an 
examination by his doctor. 

John Monerville said , 
"They've been using these 

delaying tactics since Janu­
ary .. " " .. they think we' ll 
go away but we won't." 

Campaign 
The campaign organised 

another picket outside the 
magistrates court on Mon­
day where the Magistrate 
refused to grant bail to Tre­
vor and his brother despite 
the fact that Trevor is still 
receiving treatment for the 
injuries he received in Janu­
ary . 

It is clear in Thatcher's 
third term how confident 

the police and the courts a re 
in their lack_ of genuine 
accountability . The cam­
paign intends to show, 
however, that the police are 
not completely unaccount­
able by stepping up their 
activity beginning with 
another picket of Hackney 
police station a t Lower 
Clapton Road. London ES 
at 12 noon, Saturday 7 No­
vember. 

By Derek Richards 
Hackney North Labour 

Party 
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Scotland fights slave labour 
Nothings going to stop us! 

THE YOUTH Trades Union 
Rights Campaign (YTURC) in 
Scotland has organised its one 
day education strike against all 
the odds. The police tried to 
ban our march, but they were 
not alone. 

We were disgusted to hear 
ourselves called "vermin" by a 
member of the Scottish Labour 
Party Executive on TV. We are 
young people fighting for our 
future, but instead, of using the 
opportunity to back us up, this 
'comrade' said poison should 
be laid to deal with us! 

Most of the so-called leaders 
of the Scottish labour move­
ment have been the same. 

Labour councils have decided 
to have nothing to do with us. 

The Labour Party has circu­
lated organisations instructing 
them not to give us donations 
or support. 

Even the Scottish TUC 
decided to isolate us and to 
instruct all unions to ignore us. 
What an indication of how far 
removed they are from the 
working class! 

But several union branches 
have sponsored us . They in­
clude Paisley bus drivers, Rolls 
Royce Hillingdon and the CPSA 
at the Department of National 
Savings, with nearly 3,000 
workers. At Langside College, 
128 out of 130 students voted 
in favour of the strike and 
sending a train to the national 
lobby. At Cardonald College, 

385 out of 400 voted for the 
strike, with calls for a national 
one. 

And, vitally, West of Scotland 
National Union of Students 
(NUS) debated our strike. A 
surprise speaker from the 
STUC laid into YTURC and NUS 
executive members joined in . 

But to no avail. By 1 7 to 15 
the Area, representing 90,000 
students, voted to support. All 
eight executive members voted 
against, but the rank and file 
college reps voted in favour. 

We are going to organise 
thousands to oppose That­
cher's YTS conscription 
plans. 

· By Pauline Donald, West 
Scotland YTURC committee 

THE FEELING around the schools and colleges In 
Edinburgh has been electrlc. 

Meetings have taken place In all the major FE 
colleges In the East of Scotland. At Stevenson 
College, 15 day release students signed up Imme­
diately to help. 

meeting organised by shop stewards of YTS tral· 
nees on a community programme agreed to sup­
port the strike. Four groups from the community 
programme In Edinburgh are coming out. 

On 2 November, we organised an occupation of 
Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce, the bosses' 
organisation. It brought eager support from 
passers-by, with folk waving support from their 
cars. The news has spread like wlldflre. A special 

5 November looks like being a success. The 
campaign will continue with a rally on 11 No· 
vember In Edinburgh and a day school In December 
for young trade unionists. 

By Ed Petrie, AEU Young Workers Committee 
(personal caplclty) 

Arrested for i nternationa I ism 
MARC GREEN, Labour Party 
Young Socialists National Com­
mittee member for the South 
East region, was arrested last 
Saturday fo r collecting money 
for South African workers at a 
street meeting in Chatham, 
Kent. 

The meeting was the end of a 

highly successful tour by Nim­
rod Sejake , exiled South Afri­
can union leader and co­
ordinator of the South Africa 
Labour Education Project 
(Salep). Almost £20 had been 
collected for Salep before the 
police arrived and Marc was 
arrested. 

He was charged with wilful 
obstruction . We will launch a 
vigorous campaign to defend 
him . 

After all, as Nimrod Sejake 
commented: "Even in South 
Africa, workers are allowed to 
meet publicly." 

By Martin Cock. Youth at a YTURC rally in Glasgow call for action on 5 November. 

Students' creche victory 
TORY ATTACKS on coun- arou nd the canteen after came to the meet ing. There 
cil budgets threaten cuts their two-yea r-olds . Some it was announced that the 
in childcare provision. In were missing an hour and a mothers had gone to oc-
Hackney alone 100 nurse- half a week out of A-level cupy the vice principal 's of-
ries are threatened. But classes. fice . All the meeting were 
women and students are With the support of the invited to show their sup-
fighting back. In South- crechc workers. the port by doing the same. 
wark and Newham, they mothers took a petition to 200 students , mainly 
have lobbied in protest the vice principal demand- women, ran down the corri-
against cuts and in ing that the creche stay dor to join the occupation , 
Chesterfield College they open. She told them she followed by the Liverpool 
persuaded the council to was trying to get something Echo reporter and photo-
provide a creche. But the sorted out , but that they grapher 1 

greatest success has wou ld have to wait , maybe The vice principal looked 
been in Liverpool . El- till Christmas. This was not a little shocked when the 
LEEN PEOPLES, Chair of good enough. Echo photographer started 
Millbrook College Labour to take photos. .. I don 't 
Club, explains how their Occupation think vou can do that in 
victory was won. here.".she said. "Let' s take 

THE PREVIOUS Liver­
pool City Council, whose 
Labour members were sur­
charged and disqualified 
from office , provided a 
creche at all further educa-
tion colleges. Many 
working-class women , 
usually at home with young 
children all day, took ad­
vantage of this opportunity 
to study. 

At Millbrook College 
this year 2 ,000 extra stu­
dents enrolled. But many 
were turned away because 
the creche was full. Also , 
for the first time since it 
opened , the creche was 
closed between 12.30 and 
1.30. 

This was causing mothers 
to mi ss half an hour of 
classes and have a hectic 
dinner-time running 

The college Labour Club a vote on that! " shouted 
asked the ~others to exp- one of the students. The 
lain what was goi ng on. unanimous vote was to let 
Three of them turned up , him stay. 
frustrated that none of the The vice principal took a 
authorities seemed willing statement from a student 
to do anything . The Labour demanding creche facilities 
Club had given the first and then hurried off to a 
positive response . meeting with council of-

The Labour Club called a ficers . 
mass meeting to explain to Terry Fields , who had 
all the students that if they taken part in the occupa-
cut back on the creche tion , answered phone calls 
today , it would be on some- for the vice principal , say-
thing else tomorrow. Terry ing: " Vice principal 's of-
Fields MP, councillor Les- fice . No , sorry, she's not in ; 
ley Holt and Coll ette Wil- we're occupying the of-
li ams of the National Union fice ." 
of Students executive were Coll ette Williams phon-
invited to speak . ed round the press and rad-

Posters went up , press io. One of the mothers, 
releases went out and Gilli an McDonald , went 
leaflets were ci rculated out live on radio whilst in 
round the canteen. The res- the occupation , and the 
ponse from all the students Echo photographed Terry 
was of support. Over 150 Fields sticking posters up 

Terry Fields MP and NUS executive member, Collette Williams, in the occupation. 

on the office window . the students. sion would be provided on 
The women then decided " I give you my word and a proper basis from the 

to demand that Keva you can quote me publicly next day onwards . 
Coombes, new leader of on it " he replied: " The The occupation was a 
Liverpool City Council , money is there if we can get marvellous victory for 
come to the college. He the nursery nurses". women, not just in Mill-
told them he would be the- The creche liaison officer brook College, bu< every-
re in an hour . They told was called in. She sa id she where. It was Militant 
him to " get down here could get three nursery nur- women who led and won 
now! " ses by the next day. An this struggle . Whe n stu-

When he had been pres- officer from the creche dents and workers unite 
ented with the case, he said workers ' union , Nalgo, and organise, you can fight 
he would not sign the state- gave his support and agreed back. 
ment , but that if it was a to the emergency steps be- Straight away there were 
matter of mo ney , he could ing taken . over 100 applications to 
authorise it immediately . Keva Coombes then an- join the Labour Club . 
"Put it in writi ng! "shouted nounced that nursery provi-



"S INCE NORTH Peckham's been 
a task force area . there's been no 
change . Still cockroaches in the 
fla ts and skag heads and muggings 
on the corridors. Mums are afraid 
to let their children play outside 
and women themselves don't go 
out once it gets da rk. " 

So says Janet Dugan. a single 
pare nt living in a counci l flat in the 
area . The Tori es ' plans to revita lise 
the inner cities arc a joke in Peck­
ham. A government and media 
showpiece. the No rth Peckham 
Task Force, has spent nearl y £1 
mill ion in the last yea r. I t has o nl y 
managed to create 144 jobs ' 

The cost of 
Thatcher 
THIS IS what Tory po licies mean 
to No rth Peckham : 
* Cuts mea n a £30 mill ion im­
provement plan is unl ikely to be 
imp lemented * Rateca pping means that the 
Labour cou nci l is putt ing up 
re nts by £2 pe r week, ra ther than 
figh t the To ries 
* Poverty mea ns that t he mort­
al ity rate is 25% hig he r th a n 
nearby but better off Dulwich 
* Poll t ax is like ly to be £568 per 
pe rso n, compa red to househo ld 
rates of £487 per year. 

London YTURC public 
meeting 

2.00pm Sat 7 Novemeber 
Sumner Tenant s Assn . Hall 

Marne House, 
Sumner Estate SE15 

(corner of Commercial Way 
and Sumner Rd) 

Speakers from Southwark 
Campaign against Nursery 
Closures aod Southwark 

Broad Left 

1 London. 
2 South East 
3 East Midlands 
4 Eastern 
5 Wales 
6 Scotland East 
7 Southern 
8 Scotland West 
9 South West 

10 West Midlands 
11 Manchester/Lanes 
12 Yorkshire 
13 Northern 
14 Merseyside 
15· National 

! Total 

Received 

5982 
121 8 
1539 
1306 
1926 
1019 
1080 
1108 
485 
1140 
842 
1806 
935 
1370 
6318 

North Peckham I 

It wou ld take 25 yea rs for eve­
ryone in the area to have a job at 
th is rate 1 

democracy, all Tory Britain has to 
offer them is the dole. 80 per cent 
of them are unemployed. 

ways are a mugge rs' paradi se . In 
the past , postmen and milkmen 
have refused to go onto the G lou­
ceste r G rove estate . This inner city area has the 

highest unemployment rate in the 
country . With 3,400 unemployed 
people per square mile. it is as high 
as anything in Live rpool and Glas­
gow, showing that the so ca ll ed 
North/South divide is reall v a class 
divide everywhere in the coun­
try. 

Burglaries Nobody wants to stay. But the­
re·s no choice when a two­
bedroom house costs ove r £50,000 
to buy. 

The Tories promise homes that 
people can be proud of. But rate­
capping has devastated the area, 95 
per cent of whose housing is 
publ ic. Services and maintenance 
have sharply deteriorated. 

The situati on is worst fo r youth 
and eth nic minoriti es . Peckham 
has a large Vietnamese comm un­
ity . After~a ll the press propaganda 
about their 'escape' to capi ta list 

The estate won design awards in 
the 1970s. Now it is a tenants' 
nightmare . It has the largest 
nu mber of burglari es in London. 
The large, diml y-lit maze of wa lk-

A ll the Tory talk of revitalising 
the inner cities is mean ingless. As 
one resident says: " Nort h Peck­
ham is a tinderbox , waiti ng fo r a 
spark .. , 

By Chetan Patel and Peter Smith 
Peckham Labour Party (personal 

capacity) 

"I've fought all my life" 

Janet Dugan, Peckham 
single paren! . 

JANET DUGAN used to 
work fo r Southwark Coun­
ci l and was a Nalgo shop 
steward. Now she is a single 
parent and li ves with her 
two children in a one be­
droom fl at . She spoke to 
Mili1a 111 : 

' 'Peckham is a forgotte n 
slum . The housi ng condi­
ti ons are di abo lical. 

'T ve been on the 
transfe r and repairs lists fo r 
fi ve years. My fl oorboards 
are unsafe. they' re coll aps­
ing through damp. For six 
months there was a hole in 
the kitchen fl oor , with a ten 
foo t drop to the ce ll ar. 

"Toadstools were grow­
ing fro m the floo r where 
water was overflowing from 
the toi let. The windo~v fr a­
mes are ro tting and, if the 
ski rti ng boa rd is kicked . it 
goes th rough to the gar­
den. 

"The bedroom is ten foot 
by nine , onl y just enough 

% of target achieved Target I 
9400 
2250 
3250 
3050 
4850 
2800 
3100 
3500 
1900 
4850 
4050 
8450 
4600 
7500 
6950 

I 10,000 I 

room to fit my bed and my 
kids' beds. 

" Th is isn't untypical of 
housing in Peckham. Once 
you're on any of the No rth 
Peckh am estates , you can't 
get off . A ny decent counci l 
homes are being bought 
and the council aren't 
bu ilding any new homes . 

Nurseries 
"The estates should be 

pu lled down and replaced 
with decen t homes . Eve­
ryone has got the right to 
decent housing. not to be 
caged in big claustrophobic 
blocks. which breed frus­
tra ti on and demorali sa­
ti on. 

"Nurse ry ca re is inade­
quate, even though there 
are many single parents on 
the estate. Me and my 
fri ends go to Camberwe ll 
Baths on the women's days. 
But ,even there , there are 

THERE ARE only a few days 
before our 11 November 
deadline. Our appeal for 
cash to reach this quarter's 
target has met with some 
marvellous responses. 

John Golding of West 
London sent us the follow­
ing letter; 

Dear Comrades, 
Please find enclosed a 

cheque for £22-1 year's 
subscription to Mllltant. If I 
could collect It from one of 
the local comrades, then 
the postage might be put 
to better use In the fighting 
fund. As a donation to the 
latter I enclose another 
cheque." That cheque was 
for £200! 

Steve White of Chelms­
ford also made a large 
personal donation of 
£100. Ian Stiff, a member 

no instructors and no de­
ce nt creche fac ilit ies. Now 
rumour says that eve n this 
small provision fo r wo men 
is to be closed through 
cuts. 

"There are no decent 
jobs in Peckham. School 
students are taught about 
social security1 I -do n' t see 
any future fo r my kids un­
less a Labour gove rnme nt 
gets in. 

" ! blame the govern ment 
fo r the housing conditions, 
lack of chi ld ca re and wo­
men 's facilities . and for the 
repairs not being done. It's 
not the council worke rs. 
There are too many chiefs 
on the council who aren't 
willi ng to fi ght. 

·T ve been a fighter all 
my life . l want the Tories 
out and I'll jo in up with 
Southwa rk Broad Le ft to 
fi ght fo r a sociali st council 
and a socialist Labour Gov­
ernment ." 

of Blfu from Ipswich , sent 
us £50 and Tudor Parsons 
of Blaena nt NUM gave 
£40. 

In the last few days of 
the quarter remaining, can 
any of our readers match, 
or better, that level of sa­
crifice to build the Miii· 
tant? 

Miiitant meetings in Ox­
ford and at the London 
BLOC Conference netted 
us £224 and £207 res­
pectively. A meet ing In the 
west of Scotland raised 
£14 7, whlle a jumble sale 
in Glasgow realised £105. 

Sellers from Bristol 
raised over £30 selling 
stickers on the recent Anti­
Apartheid demo where a 
seller from Peckham 
raised £13 in extras on 
sales. £23 was raised at 

Heavy 
handed 
police 
" THIS POLICEMAN 
stopped me and asked if I 
had a criminal record·. 
When I said 'No', he just 
didn ' t believe me. He 
wouldn't believe a _young 
black could have a clean 
record. " 

This is Keith Watson's 
experience of the police. 
They regard all _young 
people in the area, 
especially young blacks, as 
troublemakers. 

One in three people in the 
area are black, suffering 
some of the worst conditions 
of overcrowding, un­
emplo_yment and racism. 
This misery has driven 
many to heroin. Muggings 
and bu rglar ies have in­
creased , often to finance the 
habit. 

"The youth on the estate 
don' t care. They can ' t see 
any real future, so they 
thieve and live for drugs," 
says Lynda Peters, who has 
lived here for 19 years. 

Tension 
During the last Br ixton 

riots, police poured onto 
North Peckham, expecting 
trouble. Their tactics are 
heavy handed but they still 
don' t end the high crime 
rate. 

So, when the police orga­
nised a surgery, only six 
people bothered to turn up. 
"There 's tension bdween 
the community and the 
police, " says Lynda. "The­
re are constant raids. In the 
summer , the police raided a 
house in full riot gear . We' ­
ve got two token black poli­
cemen now. But we don' t 
want them, because they're 
doing Thatcher's dirty 
work . 

' 'The North Peckham is a 
dump. Living here makes 
you fee l down. There's dog 
mess on the corridors and a 
large number of squatters. 
You' re lucky if you get 
off." 

We asked if a r iot like on 
Broadwater Farm could 
happen. 

Lynda replied yes if 
things did not change for 
the better . 

Many young blacks are 
cynical about politicians, 
too. Their bitterness and 
anger must be channelled 
into a campaign for better 
condi tions and an end to 
racism. 

the Socialist Conference. 
Finally, many areas will 

hold social events to 
celebrate the 70th anni­
ve rsary of the Russian Rev­
olution. Don't miss the op­
portunity to raise fighting 
fund at the same time and 
celebrate reaching our 
quarter's target. 

This weeks contributors 
Include: 

Ian Skemp, Manchester, 
£25. D.Gartrell, South 
London, £20. R.Rankln, 
Fulham CLP, £15. Dave 
Backwlth, Bristol, £10. 
Mick Gibbs, Wakefield, 
£10. Jim Smith, a student 
from Glasgow, £10. 
A.Healey, Vauxhall 
CLP,£9.80. John Legg, 
Strathclyde NALGO, £7, 
Martin Allan, Sutton GMB, 
£2.50. 



THE COLLAPSE of 
share prices has 
smashed the Tory 
myth of the '"share 
owning democra­
cy". 

By Mick Brooks 

"People who own sha ­
res . .. directly on the ir own 
account. watching the stock 
market , recei ving company 
reports. learning to under­
stand and appreciate the 
problems and possibilities 
of business··, that was That­
cher's dream . 

But this idea or 'popular 
capitalism· was never more 
than that-a dream. 

A Trcasurv/Srock 
Exchan!!c .;,urvcy ;!aimed 
tha t sha re owncrsi~ip had 
trebled under Thatcher , 1·:-> 
invol\.c R.5 million peorlc­
unc in five of the adult 
population But poll~ con­
ducted by MORI and 
Financial - Scn·icc-. show 
only 8.5 per cent f adults 
dircctlv O\\·ning shares. All 
of these surveys are based 
on quite smai"l ' amplcs. 

The idea of 
1 popular 
capital ism' 
was never 
more than a 
Tory dream. 

But th ey a ll indicate th at 
three quarte rs of share­
ho lders o nly own shares in 
compan ies priva ti sed by th e 
Tories. T hey have no t been 
converted to playi ng the 
stock market. thev do not 
see themse lves as mini­
capitali sts . 

A rece nt survey of these 
privatised com pan ies shows 
holdings have been sold off 
as qui ck ly as their owners 
could manage. it was the 
quick cash not a stake in 
cari ta lism they wanted . 
On ly 6 ,077 private share­
holde rs remai n out o f the 
o rigin al 65.000 after the 
Amcrsham Internat io nal 
flotati on. 

Nearly o ne milli o n have 
got rid o f their T elecom 
sha res. O nly a q uarter u f 
the issued shares remain in 
private hands, the rest a re 
held by the big institutions. 
This winter , Telecom 
employee-share ho lde rs wi ll 
have th e ir first big cha nce 
to take the mo ney. And 
with the cri sis of share va­
lues . most will , pushing the 

• 
I 

proport io n of priva te hold­
ings down st ill further. 

Many workers chose to 
invest what money they had 
set as ide, when the priva­
tised share deal looked 
such a certain winner. Tt no 
more bound workers to 
capitalism than a flutter on 
the horses. 

The Tories were delibe­
rately underpricing the pri­
vatisation share issues, try­
ing to buy popul arity. Brit­
ish Airways ' shares paid a 
profit of £ 108 for 200 part 
paid shares at 65p in one 
day. That is an 80 per cent 
profit for doing nothing . 

PR firm Dewe Rogerson 
reports the main reason for 
buying shares was "to make 
money". The main rea~on 
for not buying wa<; "lack of 
moncv'·. 'To them that 
hath shall he ~iven .. is the 
Tory motto. The average 
application for British Gas 
shares was £1,300-£1,400. 
Not many unemployed or 
low paid workers couid lay 
clown that sort of stake. 

With so me firms it was 
an even bigger con as only 
\'. orking class taxpayers· 
money had kept them alive 
bdore the pri\"atisation rip­
off. Rolls Rovcc had a 
flo ated share - capital of 
£1 .36 billi on. But it had 
gone bust in 1971 when its 
shares were worth nothing , 
and been nationa lised by a 
despairing Tory govern ­
ment. It received £645 mi l­
lion in government hand­
outs. So a lmost half the 
value of the shares consists 
of o rdinary taxpayers· 
m onev. 

The real trend is no t co n­
ve rsio n of the masses to 
share ownership. but the 
decline in the propo rtio n of 
privately owned shares. !n 
1963 individuals owned 59 
per ce nt of shares. but by 
1984 o nl y 22 per cent. 
Despite being te mpted with 
pri vatised shares , indi­
vidual investors were still 
net selle rs of shares-£937 
mill ion worth in 1985 . 
£ 1.075 mi llion in 1986. 

T he sma ll sha re holders 
ha ve so ld out to the big 
institutions. Financial insti­
tu tions hold shares ra the r 
than individua ls because 
tax breaks a re available to 
individuals who put their 
money into li fe assura nce 
or pension funds. which 
then buy shares. They are 
no t so ge nerous "towards 
indiv iduals who buy shares 
directl y. 

Obviously the ric h have 
much more-money to stash 
away via the institutional 
sha re holders. so th e basic 

n 

On the Stock Exchange after the Big Bang but before the big crash. 

Shareholders reduced to tears! 

inequaliti es in o ur socie ty 
remain unchanged. 

Anyway a high propor­
t ion of privately held shares 
belo ng to the 200 .000 ultra 
wealthy share ho lders . -

Workers who have a job 
wa nt to save. to boost ina­
dequate sta te pensions for 
instance . These working 
class and middle class sav-

ings flow into the big fi na n­
cial institutions, which in 
turn le nd the money to 
capita list corporatio ns or 
buy shares. 

The institution and share 
managers take no day to 
day cont ro l of the com pa­
nies they in vest in . If they 
arc unh appy with a compa­
ny 's pe rform ance they 

won't even send anyo ne to 
the annual share holders· 
mee ting, they just sell. 

How can anyone bel ieve 
that t he small proportion of 
shares held by in dividua l 
shareholde rs gives workers 
any lcvcrage'l Three billion 
BT shares a re held by inst i­
tu tio ns othe r than the gov­
ernme nt. The e mployees 
hold 53 mi lli on through a 
trust- less than two per 
cent of the issued sha­
res. 

If the Board ever consi ­
dered making concession' 
to the work~force at the 
expe nse of d iv idends. the 
finance ho uses would use 
thei r gia nt ·block vote' and 
sta rt a wave of pa nic sel ­
li ng. 

Profits 
Last winter BT e n­

gi neers, · 95 per ce nt of 
whom are shareho lde rs in 
Telecom , went on st rike ­
against themselves if we 
believe the To ries. Owning 
a hand fu l of shares can not 
foo l workers into believing 
th ey have common inte­
rests wi th the e mployers . 

Capitalist firms operate 
within laws dictated by the 
ma rket. The very pressure 
of institutional in ves tors 
demands th at they maxi -

misc profits. And these 
profits come from nowhere 
b ut the working class. T he 
class struggle can not be 
glossed over by a th in film 
of share O\\·nc rsh ip . 

In the USA in the 1920s 
shoe shine boys and garage 
hands would offer useful 
tips abou t maki ng mo ney in 
t he great bull market o f the 
tim e . 

Al l that was knoc ked o n 
the head bv the cras h of 
October 1929 . By 1932 the 
index had fallen from 380 
to .Q . 'Black Mondav · 1987 
cou ld have a si mil ar-effect. 
Who now is going to s-:e 
buying shares as the surest 
winner" 

Bryan Gou ld's ideas of 
popu lar sharehol di ng \\"Cre 
a fiction. Real socia lism 
was supposed to be our of 
date and Gouldism the 
th eory for the nineties . Hi 
progr~1mme lasted exactly 
fo ur weeks . from his pathe­
tic api ng of To ry argu ments 
a' Labo ur 's conference to 
th e inevit abl e stock market 
collapse. 

The funda menta l pro­
blems of capitalism ha\·e 
reappeared . with shades of 
1929. What e lse but social ­
ist ownersh ip and plan ni ng 
of th e economy co ul d offe r 
an a lternative to millions of 
workers? 

~ I m!Cjtil iif101 :I "Doing the business" 
Pirates scorn safety 

BUS DRIVERS unfortunate enough 
to have to retire early due to heart 
problems or blackouts are getting 
their jobs back again on privatised 
routes, claims a London Transport 
pressure group, Capital Transport 
Campaign. All they need is a public 
service vehicle licence and to pass a 
far less stringent medical test than 
London Regional Transport al­
low. 

You can understand why 
workers who retire early want to 
get a job, but bus driving in a city 
l ike London is very stressful. The 
pirates who take over these routes 
presumably think the increased 

likelihood of accidents is a small 
price to pay for guaranteed profits. 

Brokers broke? 
"NEARLY FIVE years of steady eco­
nomic expansion across the US has 
managed to leave 20 million people 
without enough to eat." says an 
article in the Independent. The jobs 
created in that time are mainly 
service jobs and mainly low paid. 
They will be at risk. Others suff­
ering from the crisis are less easy to 
feel sorry for . A managing director 
from investment brokers Merrill 
Lynch complains that times look 
bad. "The wife expects a new Ja­
guar every year and the three hou­
ses aren't paid for yet." rences. 

WHILE LABOUR'S 
bureaucracy in Wales a re 
expelling socia lists from the 
party, Welsh workers a re 
showing their apprecia tion 
for socialist ideas. 

Over 60 Militants were 
sold in Maesteg a t a meeting 
called by Women Against Pit 
Closures to hear miners' 
leader Arthur Scargill. One 
miner told Militant seller~: 
'·You're the only ones doing 
the business round 
here." 

Well done, Cramlington 
in the north cast where two 
sellers ha~·e proved the suc­
cess we can have ""ith estate 
sale~. In just two streets 
they so!d 32 Militants , an 
average of one to every 
three houses. Can you send 

us a similar examp~? 
Sheffield sellers were out 

in str ength last week with 
the back page feature on 
their area. As we go to press 
we've heard of two sue ·es­
ful sales so fa r -a street sale 
of 25 and an estate sale of 
20. Fu ller n:ports next 
week. 

To take advantage of the 
pre-Xmas shopping spree, 
unemployed supporters 
have started a Friday 
dinner time sale in th~ 
shopping centre at Birken­
head . They sold 13 in half 
an hour last week , and will 
make this a week!~ sale. 

By Gerry Lerner 



THIS WEEK marks the 70th anniversary of the greatest 
event in human history. On 7 November (new-style 
calendar, 25 October old-style) for the first time ever, a 
state came into existence which represented the majority 
of society, the labouring masses, as against a narrow class 
of exploiters. Through their elected soviets (councils) the 
workers, peasants and soldiers of Russia took power into 
their own hands. 

Except for the few far-sighted among them, the world's 
bankers, capitalists and war-profiteers paused only 
momentarily in their scramble for war booty. But the 
workers in the factories and the soldiers knee-deep in mud 
did not fail to register the tremors beneath their feet. For 
them, the events in Russia were a signal of hope, ushering 
in a new period of struggle of class against class instead of 
worker against worker. The soviet state became an 
inspiration and a call to arms for workers everywhere. 

In previous issues of Militant, we have examined the 
beginning of the revolution in February 1917 and the 
period of reaction in July and August. This week, JOHN 
PICKARD describes the events that led up to the October 
insurrection. 

he Bolshevik Partv was 

T subjected to -fierce 
repression in July : its 
papers banned , its 

leaders jailed or in hiding, all 
subjected to the slanderous accu­
sa tion that they were ·German 
agents·. But by the end of Oc­
tober. the Party was in powe r, at 
the head of a mighty movement 
of the working class. 

These titanic events, of just 
four short months , are a text­
book demonstration of the sharp 
changes in the mood and political 
consciousness of the masses in a 
revolutionary situation. Although 
the Bolsheviks provided the 
necessary leadership-the sub­
jective factor without which the 
October revolution would not 
have been victorious-it was the 
eleme ntal movement of the many 
millioned Russ ian people that 
gave an unstoppable impetus to 
the revolution . 

After the suppression of the 
Bolsheviks, reactionaries of a ll 
stripes and shad ings began to 
raise their heads with new confi­
dence and hope. Officers began 
to demand sa lutes , ignoring the 
sold iers· committees; factory ow­
ne rs in increasing numbers began 
to threaten to close their facto ries 
to break the power of the 
workers ' committees . Thus, the 
grou nd was prepared for the at­
tempted coup by General Korn i­
lov. 

But the reaction was not deep 
nor long-lasting , and , before the 
Kornilov coup dissolved in igno­
miny, the workers ' movement 
had already begun to recover. 
Even in late July, the Bolsheviks 
had begun to regain ground in the 
soldiers' meetings , in the navy , 
and in the workers' districts. 

In reply to the capitalists' lock­
out , a wave of strikes spread all 
over Russia, bringing into action 
for the first time completely fresh 
and untried layers of the working 
class. While the more expe­
rienced and battle-hardened sec­
tions of the workers bided their 
time-beginning to realise that a 
different , more serious struggle 
was necessary-others were 

catching up in their understand­
ing of the class forces and the 
issues at stake. 

The workers began to ponder 
over the slanders agai nst the 
Bolsheviks: is it a coincidence , 
they asked, that the same people 
who exploited them and 
denounced their committees are 
also the loudest shouting about 
·German agents'? The soldiers 
mulled over the same problems: 
why was it always the worst and 
most repressive officers who 
foamed at the mouth and went 
into apoplexy at the mention of 
Bolshevism? 

The workers and soldiers knew 
that they themselves we re not 
German spies and yet their every 
action, eve ry democratic de ­
mand . was denounced as 'Bolshe­
vism '. There was hardly a factory 
or a milit ary unit that didn ·t have 
its ' Bolshevik . who in realit v had 
never been near the Party. 

An enormous polarisation was 
taking place within Russian socie­
ty. Soldiers· committee de­
manded an end to the intermin­
able and bloody war; peasa nts 
demanded - and in hundreds of 
cases occupied-the landowners' 
estates ; workers took over fac to­
ries to break lock-outs and mana­
gement sabotage. The Provisional 
Government, meanwhile , went 
on with the war, urged 'patience' 
and ' restraint ' and denounced the 
Bolsheviks. 

Floodtide 
The Kornilov revolt in August 

petered out into farce, as Bolshe­
vik soldiers and workers agitated 
among his troops , spreading the 
seed of revolution. But the revolt 
gave a powerful impetus to the 
leftward shift of the masses. 

The warnings of the Bolshe­
viks , about the Provisional Gov­
ernment preparing the ground for 
reaction, were remembered by 
the workers and soldiers. The 
worst slanderers of all had even 
supported the attempted coup. 
The leaders of the other 'left' 
parties, the Social Revolutiona­
ries (SRs) and Mensheviks , had 
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Russian troops greeting the revolution. 

scoffed at the Bolsheviks' dire Bolshevik delegates. Factory and 
predictions before August and shop committees , trade union 
were now discredited in the eyes committees , military units and 
of their own members. land committees began to be 

There now began a floodtide transformed. The soviets of 
of support towards the Bolshevik February and March had been 
Party, a tide that would carry the weakened by their SR and 
Party through to October and Menshevik leadership, vacillating 
beyond. Bolshevism, already and compromising with the capi-
synonymous with any forwa~d talist class , tail-ending the Provi-
movement or struggle was· thus sional Government , itself slav-
made the property of the masses. ishly following the policies of the 
The Party ranks swelled out of all imperialist powers. The July reac-
proportion to their former size. tion had dealt yet more blows to 

The SRs lost hundreds of thou- the soviets. 
sands of supporters among the But now the revival began . The 
soldiers. These became millions . delegations to the established so-
In the cities, the Mensheviks were viets underwent a rapid transfor-
virtually wiped out , as workers mation. At the same time millions 
surged towards the Party of Lenin of workers and peasants in the 
and Trotsky. far-flung corners of Russia began 

Soviets all over the country to establish them for the first 
followed the lead of Petrograd time. 
and returned a majority of As th~ soviets revived , they 

were Bolshevised. In the bigger 
soviets the Bolsheviks were 
stronger than in the average; 
among the soldier-worker masses 
the Party was stronger than in the 
soviets. Similarly , the closer the 
committees were to the workers 
on the shop-floor, the sooner 
there was a majority for the pro­
gramme of Lenin. 

After Kornilov had shown the 
threat of reaction , new leaders 
crowded to the front in these 
bodies , forming special commit-_ 
tees for the defence of the revolu­
tion : military committees, often 
charged by the soviet with arming 
the workers, arresting reactiona­
ries and deploying troops. These 
new leaders , hardened and 
steeled by events, were 
overwhelmingly Bolsheviks. 

continued on page 8 
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70 th anniversary of the 
Russian revolution 

Ten days that shook the world 

Lenin speaking in 1918. 

Trotsky at work in the Smolny Institute. 

Peasants reading proclamation of Agrarian reform. 

contined from page 7 

he October Tevolution 

T was to be no 'putsch ' by 
a small minority. In 
their millions th e 

workers , soldie rs and peasants 
looked at the programme they 
needed: 'Bread. Peace and 
Land·. realised which Party sup­
ported it. and acted accordingly. 
·If that 's Bolshevism ,' they rea­
soned . 'then I'm a Bolshevik'' 

In Finland. the Bolsheviks 
formed a majority coalition in the 
soviets wi th the Left SRs who had 
split from the o ld party. Immedia­
tel y. th e Finnish soviets com­
manded th e loya lty of the work­
ing class and the soldiers sta­
tioned there . When the Provi­
sional Government demanded 
that certain units withdraw from 
Finland. they refused , citing the 
authority of the Finland Soviets. 
Finland had already had its 'Octo­
ber ', weeks before the rest of the 
Russian empire. 

After having dropped the slo­
gan in the weeks after the July 
events, the Bolshevik Party once 
again raised the demand of a 
Soviet Government. In the first 
week of September the key Pe­
trograd soviet voted for this po­
licv. Others soon followed: Fin­
la~d , Moscow, Kiev , in days th e 
trickle turning to a flood. 

The whole of Russian society 
was polarising into two irreconci­
lable camps. As the attempted 
coup had shown. the capitalist 
class now saw no way out other 
than outright counter-revolution. 
But the workers had also drawn 
conclusions: the y were now more 
so ber. more serious. The heady 
days of February were gone. 
along with any illusions in an 
'easv' end to the war. 

The capitalist Kadet Party. 
along with th e Compromisers. the 
SRs and Mensheviks. now coope­
rated in th e conve nin g of a 
·Democratic Conference· to give 
legitimacy to the Provisional 
Government and bolster their 
sagging morale. This art ificial 
bodv. whose size and distribution 
of seats were decided from above , 
bore no relationship to the true 
balance of class forces in the 
swirling waters of revolution out­
side its doors. 

The in-built right-wing majo rity 
voted , against the Bolshevik and 
Left SRs , for a new coalition , but 
could come to no conclusion 
about its composition. This inde­
cision . what Trotsky described as 
a ··public confession of its bank­
ruptcy" . corresponded exactly to 
the paralysis of the ruling class in 
th e streets and barracks. 

But like a dying body th at 
clings to life. the representati ves 
of capitalism and their hangers-o n 
continued to go through the mo­
tions. They elected a 'Council of 
the Republic ' or 'Pre-Parliament" 
to continue its deliberations. The 
Bolsheviks withdrew from this 
body. leaving it to its own impo­
tency. 

Thus . whil e society moved ine­
xorably to a decisive conflict over 
who was to hold power , Prime 
Minister Kerensky faffed and 
fiddled and shuffled the seats 
arou nd in hi s Cabinet Room . His 
new government , the fourth coa­
lition ·since February , was met 
among the masses by a mixture of 
indifference and scarcely con­
cealed contempt. 

The orders of th e Provisional 
Government and its representat­
ives were increasingly ignored in 
the factories. the soviets and. 
crucially , in the military units . 
Kerensky's authority was rapidly 
shrinking to an area conforming 

approximately to the walls of the 
Winter Palace. 

A serious economic and milit­
ary crisis now threatened . The 
capitalists were openl y s·abotaging 
industry. closing factories and dis­
ruptin g transport. Food was 
becoming scarce in the cities. In 
frustration . more and more sec­
ti ons of workers took to strike 
ac tion . The front was in danger of 
collapsing and the ruling class 
looked with glee at the prospect 
of the German arm y capturing 
·Red Petrograd ·. 

In the countryside , land sei­
zures and insurrections were 
increasing. The radicalisation of 
th e peasantry interacted with and 
fed the leftward shifts within th e 
army. overwhelmingly from a 
peasant background. 

This whole period was charac­
terised by an enormous ferment 
within the masses . Trotsky des­
cribes in his Hisrory of the Rus­
sian Revolution how meetings 
were going on everywhere. 
Debates , arguments , discussions , 
mass meetings , and in the centre 
of every one of them-a Bolshe­
vik. In the barracks and factories. 
there were thousands of ·Lenins". 

The question of 
power was being 
raised. Who was 
going to run the 
economy and 
therefore the 
government? The 
soviets or Kerens­
ky? It would be 
confirmed by 
decisive action 

Karl Marx long before had 
explained th at an "idea ' can be­
come a great material force. if it 
corresponds to a social move ­
ment , and such we re the ideas 
and programme of Bolshevism in 
October. As workers visited the 
front. soldier-delegates visited 
the fac tories and both visited the 
vi llages. ·Bolshevism took posses­
sion of the country". 

Because of the dislocation of 
the economy and transpo rt. th e 
soviets were increasingly obliged 
to intervene and organise the 
supply of food. light , fuel and 
transport for th e cities and th e 
front. The question of power was 
being raised in all its aspects. 
Who was going to run the eco­
nom y and the refore th e govern­
ment? The soviets or Kere nskv0 

As Trotsky explained. the sovi"et 
government grew up from below. 
But it would only be confirmed bv 
decisi ve action against th ~ 
remaining centres of capitalist au­
thority in the army. the ministrie s 
and th e Winter Palace. 

That decisive action came to 
revolve around the Seco nd Con­
gress of Soviets . organised for 
October. The leadership elected 
by th e First Congress. the Ce nt ral 
Executive Committee. was domi­
nated by the compromisers. They 
ca ll ed the new Congress only 
under the pressure of t~he soviets. 
Fearing the worst , they promptly 
began an agitation against it. 

But with the Bolshevik Party 
conducting a campaign in favour. 
there began an unstoppable wave 
of te legrams and resolutions 
demanding the CEC convene the 
Congress , and, moreover. 
demanding that it take power. 
The CEC did not succeed in 
postponing the Congress for more 
than a few days , to 25 October. 



The Cruiser Aurora; etching by Mikolai Kupreyanov. 

he question of the 

T Congress was the domi­
nant political question 
throughout October. 

Every vital question: the eco­
nomy, the war , food supplies. the 
land question , etc, raised the 
question of power. The masses 
now understood this and 
anxiously demanded the question 
be resolved by the Soviet Con­
gress. 

The decisive initiative was 
taken by the Petrograd Soviet. 
On the same day that the fourth 
coalition had been announced. 
the soviet had elected a new 
executive with Trotsky, released 
from prison 'on bail ', as its presi­
dent. A few days later , it also 
elected the Military Revolution­
ary Committee, once again under 
Trotsky's leadership . 

This committee immediately 
began to establish permanent 
lines of communication and com­
mand with all the different 
workplaces and military units in 
the city. It was consolidating a 
state-what Engels described as 
essentially ·armed bodies of 
men· -which corresponded to the 
power that the soviets already 
possessed . One after another. the 
remaining military units trans­
ferred the ir allegiance from the 
armv command. still under the 
nominal control of the Provi­
sional Government . to the soviets 
through the MRC. 

The Committee also began the 
systematic arming of the 
workers- R ed Guards-with the 
active support of the soldiers. 
Mixed detachments of armed 
workers. soldiers and sailors were 
now seen to be stationed at key 
points in the city. The capitalists 
could onlv look on, wide-eved 
with horror. but unable to stem 
the tide of history. 

From his place of hiding. mean­
while. Lenin was directing insi­
stent demands to the Bolshevik 
leadership th at they should pre­
pare the Pa rty to take power. 
Conditions were over-ripe for a 
soviet government, but Lenin 
feared that some of the old 
Bolshevik leaders would hesitate 
at th e critical moment. Through­
out October. he denounced with 
increasing anger those he called 
the ·waverers· in the Partv. 

Lenin understood that in this 
situation timing was of critical 
importance. If the Bolsheviks 
were to fail to give a lead and the 
soviets let slip the opportunity to 
take power, then the psychology 
of the workers might have suf­
fered a decisive reverse, leading 
to disillusionment and inevitable 
defeat by a new Kornilov. 

As it turned out, Lenin 's fears 
were not without foundation: at 

the Central Committee meeting 
that voted in favour of organising 
an insurrection , two long­
standin g Bolshevik leaders . 
Zinoviev and Kamenev. voted 
against. That was bad enough. 
but Zinoviev and Kamen ev then 
circulated to party members and 
later published openly their per­
so na l opposition to the line being 
pursued by the Party. 

Trotsk y. seven years later. in 
his Lessons of Ocwber. demol­
ished the reasoning of Zinoviev. 
that ·' the forces of the opponents 
are greater than they appear"-a 
statement merely covering up a 
complete lack of confidence in 
the working class. Lenin fumed at 
this treacherous conduct , and al­
though it was not acted upon , he 
even demanded their expulsion 
from the Party . 

But Zinoviev and Kamenev ­
supported from the sidelines by 

Stalin. then a little-known 
figure-were swimming against 
what was a strong tide in the 
Party and even more so outside it. 
The overwhelming majority of 
the Party. pushed by the now 
impatient masses , were on the 
road to power. 

As Trotsky later explained. in 
Lessons of Ocwber , this episode 
demo nstrated th e social law that 
every serious turning point 
creates a crisis. even in the lea­
dership of a Marxist party. As 
with the political re-arming of the 
party in April, so also in October , 
Lenin had to base himself on the 
class-conscious traditions of the 
worker-Bolsheviks to ensure a 
correct line of march . 

The episode also demonstrates 
the vital importance of the sub­
jective factor in revolution . The 
October revolution could not 
take place spontaneously. It 
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needed a leadership with a con­
scious understanding of the laws 
of history. a realistic appreciation 
of the living forces of th e revolu­
tion. and from these. a pe rspect­
ive and a goal. 

Like a h~man tidal wave. the 
Russian masses were hurled in 
the direction of power . But wi ­
thout a guiding party tied by a 
million threads to every factory. 
barracks and \·illage. no order 
could have been c;eated out of 
the maelstrom . Likewise. without 
the conscious role of Lenin and 
Trotsky guiding the Bolshevik 
Party itself. the October revolu­
tion would not have taken place , 
or would have ended in dis­
aster. 

The final denouemem began on 
24 October. The Provisional Gov­
ernment at last began to stir itself 
out of its torpor. It ordered the 
Military Revolutionary Commit-

tee be closed down, and the 
Bolshevik press be banned. The 
battleship Aurora. whose crew, 
like those of all the big ships and 
the navy in general was 
overwhe lmingly Bolshevik , was 
ordered to sai l and , for good 
measure, Kerensky ordered 
·reliable' units to move to the 
capital. 

In reply. the Military R evolu­
tionary Committee. under Trots­
ky 's ·guidance , organised the 
defence of the Bolshevik press by 
detachments of soldiers, ordered 
the Aurora to stay put and defend 
itself from reaction if necessary, 
and call ed on all railway workers 
and troops to hold up any forces 
advancing towards Petrograd. 
Kerensky cou ld no nothing. 

The MRC was now functioning 
day and night. There were 
200.000 soldiers , up to 40.000 
Red Guards and tens of thou­
sands of sailors under its com­
mand. All bridges. rail depots. 
stations. intersections and key 
buildings were occupied. The 
Smolny Institute . home to the 
Petrograd soviet and the Bolshe­
vik Party , was fortified. 

On the morning of 25 October , 
the Smolny announced to the 
world: "The Provisional Govern­
ment is overthrown . The state 
power has passed to the hands of 
the Military Revolutionary Com­
mittee' '. The last remaining 
stronghold of th e Provisional 
Government. the Winter Palace , 
was taken virtually bloodlessly in 
the next 24 hours. 

Power had been taken in Pe­
trograd with barely a shot being 
fired because of the audacity and 
determination of the Bolshevik 
Party and its leadership . In re­
ality , soviet power was consoli­
dated over a period of two or 
three weeks. but the insurrection. 
begun on 12 October with the 
election of the MRC. was only 
consummated on 25 October. 

With an overwhelming major­
ity of Bolsheviks and Left SRs, 
the Second All-Russian Congress 
of Soviets accepted the power 
presented to it and proceeded to 
elect the first-ever workers· gov­
ernment. 

In his classic book Ten Days 
That Shook The World, John 
Reed described how Lenin . com­
ing out of hiding for the first time 
since July , addressed the Con­
gress and was given a tumultuous 
welcome. "The trench delegates 
gaze with all the ir eyes at this 
mysterious being whom they had 
been taught to hate and whom 
they have learned , without seeing 
him , to love. " Lenin began his 
speech simply , saying, " We shall 

continued on page 10 
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• continued from page 9 
now proceed to construct the 
socialist order." 

The soviet government kindled 
the flame of revolution in the 
minds of workers throughout the 
world . The October revolution 
was infused with the finest tradi­
tions of the working class: 
workers ' democracy and workers' 
internationalism. 

Bois ev1 
The very first resolution of the 

Congress was an appeal directed 
"to all the warring peoples and 
their governments" for a " just , 
democratic peace. " The Bolshe­
viks and their supporters unde r­
stood this as no purely Russian 
affair , but the beginning of a new 
world. 

Impelled by the horrors of the 
World War , and with the example 
of the Russian workers ' govern­
me nt to gu ide them, the workers 
of Europe launched themselves in 
the directio n of revolutionary 
struggle. 

The German and Austro­
Hungarian emperors fo llowed 
their Russian cousin into o bli­
vion; soviet republics were establ­
ished in Germany and Hungary; 
strikes and social upheavals 
threatened every ruling class. 
Only the absence of Marxist par­
ties with the same traditions and 
leadership as the Russian Bolshe­
vi k !' arty prevented the victo rious 
spread o f the October revolution 
in the way Lenin and Trotskv had 
anticipated. . 

In th e ir instin ct fo r class self­
preservation. the capitalis ts o f 
Europe , Japan and America for­
got the bit ter riva lries that had led 
them to war among themselves a 
few yea rs earl ier. The y now turn­
ed their atte ntions to thei r com­
mon enemy . Capi tal ist states , lar­
ge a nd sma ll , sent thei r armies (21 
in all ) <iga inst the young worker~ · 
republic at o ne time or another 
between 1917 and 1921 , in a n 
attempt to crush it. 

Mutinies 
That these attempts fail ed was 

due to a co mbinat io n of factors: 
the newly-formed revolutionary 
Red Army , under Trotsky's lea­
de rsh ip , the support and boycotts 
by wo rkers overseas , and the 
frequ e nt mutini es of the sold iers 
and sailo rs sent against Russia. 
Bv 1921. the revo lt1 tionary re­
gime prevailed , although by then 
isolated and greatly weakened. 

The October Revolution is rich 
in lessons fo r the labour move ­
me nt today. The exact social con­
ditio ns of Russia in 1917 arc 
unlikely eve r to be repeated . but 
the methods of Lenin . unbreak­
able in his determin at ion and hi s 
principles, yet flexi ble in tactics , 
have a greater re levancy than 
ever before. 

The objective conditions faced 
by wo rke rs today in South Africa . 
the Phili ppines and Latin 
America - a nd tomorrow in Eu­
rope , North America and Japan ­
a re a hundred times bette r than 
those faced by the Bo lsheviks. 
The social weight of th e working 
class and its potenti al powe r have 
grown immeasurabl y in the last 70 
years. 

But the key issue th at st ill 
needs to be addressed , and the 
one that stands out in any study of 
Octobe r , is the subjective factor: 
the question of leadership . No 
matter how great the courage , 
self-sacrifice and combativity of 
the working class , the socialist 
transformation of society also 
needs conscious leadership. 

Since the Stalinist reaction , the 
ideas of Lenin have been dis­
torted beyond recognition or sup­
pressed in Russia , while that 
same Stalinism is used to discr~dit 
what social ism is. But in both 
East and West , in the storms and 
convulsions of the years ahead, 
the genuine traditions of October 
will be rediscovered by millions of 
workers . . . . and put to good use . 

70 years ago Anton Nilson 
fought alongside Lenin, 
Trotsky, and countless 
others to preserve the gains 
of the October Revolution 
against the armies of impe­
rialism and the White 
guards in the civil war. 

His political commitment to the 
working class had begun 12 years 
earlier when, inspired by the 1905 
revolution in Russia, he joined the 
Swedish Young Socialists. In 1908 
he was sentenced to death in 
Sweden for blowing up a ship in 
which scabs, brought from Eng­
land to break strikes in the 
te xtile industry and on the 
docks , were being housed. 

Fury at the sentence among 
workers in Sweden and abroad 
forced this to be commuted to life 
imprisonment. 

Red Army 
By 1917 the turmoil in Russia 

was rever berating amongst 
workers in Sweden and on May 
Day l0 ,000 workers demonstrated 
outside the prison demanding An­
ton's release. They threatened to 
storm the prison, and the govern­
ment issued an order that if this 
happened he was to be shot. The 
workers were persuaded to re­
main outside the prison , and An­
ton kept his life . However, the 
demonstration precipitated the 
resignation of the right-wing gov­
ernment, and within a few 
months he was free again . 

In September 1918 he arrived in 
a Russia gripped by the fervour of 
the revolution and arming itself 
against the counter-revolution. He 
became a pilot in the newly 
formed Red Army and organised 
the air defence of Moscow, later 
taking command of the air-force 
on the Baltic F ront. For his ser­
vices his comrades elected him to 
receive an award from Trots­
ky. 

The scarcity of fuel during the 
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Birmingham 
Saturday 7 November 11-4.30 
MASU Centre, Gaywood Croft, 
Cregoe Street, Lea Bank. 
Speaker · Ted Grant 
Cardiff 
Friday 6th November 7.30, 
National Sports Centre , Sophia 
Gardens. Speaker - Ted Grant. 
Edinburgh 
Wednesday 18th November, 7.30, 
Calton Studios, Calton Road . 
Speakers include Alan Woods, 
plus film . 
Glasgow 
Saturday 7 November,7.30-1.00 
Winter Gardens, Peoples Palace, 
Glasgow Green . Speakers- Tony 
Saunois, Nimrod Sejake. Plus Ian 
Saville (the Marxist Magician), 
bands. Admission by ticket only· 

his story 

Anton Nilson - 100 yea rs old on 11 November - speaking at a Militant Rally in 1984. 

civil war made flying hazardous: 
"We had to use wood alcohol.. . 
this created a lot of black smoke, 
with flames belching out behind. 
Luckily the fuel was so bad , it 
could not burn clothes . Neverthe­
less it was somewhat disconcerting 
to be 3-4,000 feet up with flames 
a ll around you. " 

After victory in the civil war 
Anton stayed in the Soviet Union 
until 1928-witnessing the rise of 
the bureaucracy around Stalin: 
"Stalin took the state police, 
which had bee.n formed against 

Obtainable from local Militant 
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Liverpool 
Sunday 8th November, 11-5.30, 
Liverpool Empire. Speakers-Ted 
Grant. Peter Taaffe , Tony 
Mulh ea rn , Sue Haney. Tony 
Byrne. Chair-Felicity Dowl ing. 
London 
Wednesday 11 November, 6 .00 
Calthorpe Arms, Grays Inn Road , 
WCl. Speaker· Helen 
Redwood.Orga nised by NCU 
Militant Supporters. 
Newcastle 
Tuesday 10 November 7.00, 
Newcastle Guild Hall. Speaker· 
Peter Taaffe. Plus Ian 
Saville.Mike Elliot (comedian) and 
disco. 
Nottingham 
Sunday 8 November,2.00-6 .00, 
Peoples College , Maid Marian 
Way. Speakers-John Pickard, Ray 
Apps. 
Sheffield 
Friday 13 November, 7.30 
Sheffield City Memorial Hall . 
Southampton 
Saturday 14 November, 11-5, 
Polygon SportS and Social Club, 
Polygon Road. Speakers- Jeremy 
Birch, and from SALEP and 
CSDC. 
Stevenage 
Saturday 14 November, 
11.00-5.00, Stevenage College, 
Monkswood Way. 
Swindon 
Saturday 7 November. 11-5.00, 
County Ground Hotel , County 
Road . Speaker- Jeremy Birch. 

the counter-revolution, and turn­
ed it against socialists ," he says. 
In contrast Trotsky " tried to fol­
low the line of the October revolu ­
tion." 

When he returned to Sweden 
Anton opposed discussions held by 
the Communist Partv with the 
Nazis: "If they came to power, I 
said , they will not discuss with the 
CP; they will hang us." 

The Stalinists responded by ex­
pelling him from the party. 

But despite the terrors of Stalin­
ism, and the setbacks in the world 

revolution which followed , Anton 
maintained a commitment to 
Marxism and his belief in the 
inevitable victory of the working 
class: 

"My political life has been 
based on one belief: 'October is 
correct ' " . 

On 11 November Anton Nilson 
celebrates his 100th birthday. 
Militant salutes him and his en­
during role in the struggle of the 
working-class of the world to com­
plete the process begun by the 
October Revolution of 1917. 
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Trotsky-In Defence of October .... ...... ..... ... . .. . .... .... ..... .. 50p 
Trotsky-Stalin ism and Bolshevism ... ... .... ....... .. ......... ... . 50p 
Silverman and Grant-Bureaucratism or workers' power .. ... 60p 
Grant-Russia: Reform or Political revolution? ... ..... . .... ... . 30p 
Woods and Grant-Lenin and Trotsky, what they really stood 

for .. ...... ... . ....... ....... ..... .... ... ... .. £1.50 
lnqaba 24/25 with supplement on the Russian Revolution .... £1 
Trotsky-Revolution Betrayed .. ..... ... .. .. ... ....... .. .. ... .. ... £4 .50 
Trotsky-My Life .... .. .. ...... .. .. ..... ..... .. .. ... ..... . .. .. ...... .. £6.95 
Trotsky-Historyofthe Russian Revolution ..... .... .... .. .... ..... £8 
Add 25 per cent postage on orders under £5, 10 per cent over 
£5. Orders over £10 post free . Send to World Socialist Books, 
3/13 Hepscott Rd, London E9 5HB. 



Class conflict builds up around the world I 
With the world's financial markets 
in turmoil, major struggles of 
workers and youth are exploding 
in a series of countries. The move-

ments reported on this page give a 
flavour of the period now opening 
up as the capitalist world slides 
into new crisis. 

ugg 

Peru 
ON 12 October President 
Alan Garcia of Peru an­
nou nced the natiunalisation of 
10 private commercial banks, 
17 insurance companies and 
six finance houses. This 
would. in Garci a ·s phrase, 
··democratise credi t" · and 
'·crush the tour financial 
power groups that <trc holding 
back the country's develop­
me nt··. 

By Mike Waddington 

This enjoyed very wides­
pread support. Since then , 
however. Garcia has managed 
to bungle the a ffair , precipitat­
ing a crisis that has given rise 
to speculation of a new milit­
ary coup. 

Garcia became President in 
a sweeping electora l victory in 
July 1985. His American 
Popular Revolutionary Al­
li<mce party e nthused mil­
lions. 

To the masses. Garcia 
declared: " I am a marxist a nd 
Peru is going to follow a hard 
anti-imperialist line .·· But the 
Wall S1reer Journal had his 
measure: "Mr. Garcia is Pe­
ru·s last chance ... th e nation is 
close to economic an d social 
collapse .. . ·· 

Garcia limited external debt 
repayments to I 0 per cent of 
export earnings. Wages were 
boosted. helping to r~flate the 
economy which grew by 8.5 
per cent in 1986 . But invest ­
ment sl umped , with infl a ti on 
at I 00 per cent and national 
reserves evaporating at the 
rate of $ 100 million a 
month. 

In Jun e 1987 the prime min­
ister and the finance m ini ster 
resigned . The new prime min­
ister an nounced that his gov­
e rnm e nt would be one of 
"economic austerity a nd law 
and o rder" '. 

Workers responded by st rik­
ing to protect thei r meagre 
living sta ndards . A widely ob­
served general strike was 
ca lled by th e CGTP (trade 
union fede ration) in May. This 
coincided with a remarkable 
nat ional police strike (see 
Militanl 22 May). 

In September 600,000 civil 
servants took 48 hour action. 

Argentina 
WEDNESDAY'S 12-hour 
general strike in Argentina, 
called by the Peronist-lt!d 
CGT trade union federation 
against the Radical govern­
ment's proposed social con­
tract, has been the ninth 
protest of its kind since 
President Alfonsin took of­
fice in 1983. 

Behind the strike mil lies 
sharp divisions in the lea­
dership of the mass-based 
Peronist movement. The 
corrupt right-wing 
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Clashes on the streets of Lima during a civil servants ' dispute. The slogan was "for a national strike". 

Curre ntl y civil servants. 
doctors and teachers a rc strik­
ing over ray. A thousand 
teachers have gone on hun ger 
strike! 

It is not surprising . there­
fore that Garcia has been 
forced to take action beyo nd 
his origi nal intentions . -

r n 1986 he dismi ssed natio­
na lisation as th e ··childish sick ­
ness of the left". He even 
claimed to have learned the 
lesso ns of Chi le : ··r remember 
Salvador Allende, President of 
Chile. used to say ·Advance 
without compromise". I am not 
going to make the same mi ­
stake . . . I will not allow Peru to 
arr ive at a dramatic tremen­
dous dictatorship that kill s 
many Pcruv'ians .. . " 

Y ct Garcia has demons­
trated that he has failed to 
learn the ve ry first lesson of 
C hile - not to lca\·c ihe levers 
of power in the ha nds of the 
capitalist class. Garcia. a lmost 
Allende-like. had earlier said: 
··Private industry is an irrepla­
ceable force for the deve lop­
ment of society'·. 

Obviously so me capital ists 
a re impressed. A French 
bank, faced with nationalisa­
tion. is negotiating for com­
pensation while aiso offering 
to man age the newly nationa­
lised sector' 

'Unconstitutional' 
The local banks, however , 

resisted. The courts ruled the 
nationalisation " unconsti tutio­
nal" ' . The government dis­
missed the judge, appointed 
anothe r, and had the ruling 
reversed. The banks res­
ponded by giving their 
workers 15 days· paid holiday 
and se lling them shares! The 
governme nt declared this il­
legal . 

Then, in a stunning blunder, 
200 riot police smashed into 
the banks with armoured per­
sonnel carri e rs. The workers 
promptly went on strik e. 

On top of th is Garcia has 
used troops to attack the 
yo uth, supposedly in an at­
tempt to cut off aid to the 
guerrillas in the rural areas. In 

bureaucrats, who favour a 
deal with the government, 
are coming under increased 
pressure from workers 
angered by the crisis in 
society, and from more rad­
ical officials adapting to this 
mood. 

Ecuador 

The leadership 's policy 
has been to dissipate the 
workers' militancy in a ser­
ies of token actions. But, 
with the Peronists prepar­
ing for victory in the 1989 
presidential eiection , there 
is every sign that the 
workers will break through 
the artificial limits that 
their leaders are trying to 
set. 

ECUADOR"S CAPITAL, Qui­
to, turned in to a battleground us 
riot police foug ht workers and 
students across burning barri­
cades during last Wednesday's 
general strike. A bank was set 
ablaze . 

The strike was called bv the 
b iggest trade unio n federntion in 
protest against the government 's 
rejection of Congress 's vote of 
censure against Interior minister 
Robles. 

The government reacted b,· 
declaring an indefinite state of 

one swoop on the uni versity 
800 youth were arrc~tcd . 

The Financial Times com­
mented th at this has probably 
resulted in more support for 
the guerrillas. 

Reports coming from Peru 
say there is deep resen tm ent 
among se nior navy and air 
force officers as well as 
middle-ranking army officers. 
Retired General Luis Cisneros 
said: "I doubt we·11 get to 1990 
without a coup unless there 
a re big rectifications". 

The - warnings are clear. 
Garci a has now said that he 
will not move against other 
banks in the sa me way. 
However. the confusion 
caused by the government"s 
co ntradictory moves . the dis­
appointment of the workers 
and the anger of the capitalists 
make for an explosive recipe 
which. in the absence of a 
socialist lead fro m the 
workers· movement, could 
prepare the ground fo r 
renewed military-intervention 
in the future. 

emergency. seizing control of the 
radio and press-a sign of the 
explosive situation in the country. 

Uruguay 
ACROSS THE River Plate from 
Argentina , the Uruguayan trade 
un io ns called a general strike for 
last Tuesday against President 
J uiio Sanguinetti's economic poli ­
cies. 

Demonstrations have been 
~ taged around the capital, Monte­
video, to press for an 18 per cent 
real wage increase . The govern­
ment has announced an increase 
of 14 per cent. 

Canada 
moves 

THE Wall Street Journal remarked a few 
months ago that only Militam and the 
Canadian working class still seem to believe 
in the class struggle. 

From a correspondent in Canada 

"While underestimating the mood of the 
working class internationally , the comment 
doe$ reflect the wave of struggle across 
Canada which has swept the labour-based 
~cw Democratic Party to the top of the 
opinion polls I.see Militant 8591. 

The Canadia;i economy is generally in a 
weak position with low commodit~· prices. 
fear of a trade war, and a looming slump in 
the CSA. The .-ightmare of the 1930s could 
be around the corner. 

Alrcad; l0.000 farmers in western Ca­
nada hav~ be~n forced off their farms, and 
one in fiw kids grow up in poverty. 

Alberta, once the province of the oil 
boom, has felt the cold winds of recession. 
During tile boom, the Conservatives ran 
Alberta virtually as a one-party state. This 
has begun to change, with the NDP going 
from two to 16 MPs. 

In Edmonton the Conservatives used to 
have 15 out of 16 seats. Now the NDP has a 
majority with 11, and the city is called 
' Redmon ton'. 

Underlying the political swing has been a 
wave of strikes. Current disputes include 
the carpenters' and postal workers ' strikes 
as well as elementary teachers in Toronto. 

Recently a national rail strike was ended 
by government legislation , and the postal 
letter carriers won i\ victory over Canada 
Post. 

The NDP has a great opportunity to unite 
these struggles. It is gaining support across 
Canada, even in French-speaking Quebec 
~here from nothing they are top of the 
polls. 

The NDP must grasp the opportunity and 
campaign on socialist policies . Even accord­
ing to opinion polls, 28 per cent of Cana­
dians arc already in favour of socialism. 
With a clear lead from the NDP, this could 
become a crushing majority. 

Siege of 
Dhaka called 
THREE PEOPLE were killed and 100 
wounded when police opened fire on 
demonstrators in Bangladesh last week. 
Over 600 activists of the opposition parties 
have been arrested. 

By Steve Edwards 

This is General Ershad's response to the 
growing opposition to his military govern­
ment. 

This movement, including a two-day 
general strike last week, results from the 
country's desperate economic crisis. De­
mands from the World Bank have meant 40 
currency devaluations in the last five 
years. 

Officially, 80 per cent of the people now 
live below the poverty line. 

The opposition parties, grouped around 
the A wami League and the Bangladesh 
National Party, have called on their sup­
porters to put up roadblocks, surround 
government offices and bring transport to a 
standstill in the run-up to a "siege of 
Dhaka" (the capital) on 10 November. 
They hope to bring hundreds of thousands 
onto the streets to paralyse the regime. 

But the opposition leadership are in 
disarray, and looking only for a· return to 
parliamentary government. The demands 
of the masses, faced with nightmare condi­
tions under the rule of capitalism antl 
!and!ordism, go much further. The struggle 
might not he confined to the iimits that the 
politicians have in mind . 



Job Club con 
Dear Comrades, 

Recently I joined a Job 
Club. During the two 
weeks I was there l 
managed to get one inter­
view, but not as a result of 
the club. There were no 
suitable jobs for the major­
ity of Cl ub members. 

I found out that Job Club 
was being used by private 
employment agencies. One 
local agency had a 15 hour 
working day (incl uding tra­
vel) for this they paid about 
£2 while they got up to £8 
pe r hour for suppl ying 
labour. 

One woman who fo r 
medical reasons needed a 
job that involved sitting 
down was given a job that 
involved standing up all 

day. 
In order to protect their 

profits these people will not 
tell anyone where they are 
going to work, just in case 
the worker goes there and 
gets the proper rate for the 
job. This led to one man 
being brought back to 
Maidstone at 4am and then 
he had to make his own 
way home. 

Which Job centre has the 
worst job? £15 a day for a 
window cleaner, Sam start 
in Maidstone , or £40 a 
week for a housekeeper/ 
chi ldminder in Tavistock. 
We need a minimum wage 
of £120 to stop abuses like 
these. 

Bob Excell, Maidstone 
Labour Party . 

Sorry-no room 
Dear Comrades, 

After several months of ill 
health I finally received a 
letter from my hospital ad­
vising admission. However 
it advised 1i1e to telephone 
the ward sister to arrange a 
'suitable date and time for 
admission' ! The sister put it 
a .little more bluntly-"No 
spare beds at the moment, 
ring back Monday". 

Have the Tories intro­
duced a hotel booking 
system in place of the NHS 
without telling anyone? Or 
are they hoping no-one will 

Classified 

rnrn 
20p per word, minimum 10 
words. Semi-display £3 per 
column centimetre . Three 
weeks for the price of two. 
Militant meeting ads free. 
All advert isement copy 
should reach this office by 
first post on Friday, the 
week before publication. 

Issue 24/25 of 

lnqaba 
Journal of the Marxist 
Workers· Tendency of the 
African National Confress. 

* Reports on the rec­
ent miners' strike and 
interviews with black 
mineworkers. * How to fight Buthe­
lezi's scab 'union' 
UWUSA. 
* Strategy for the 
South African Youth 
Congress. 
* Other articles from 
activists In Southern 
Africa. 

Bulk orders (with cash) to 
World Socialist Books. 5 
for £4 , 10 for £7.50 post 
free. WSB, 3- 13 Hepscott 
Rd , London E9 5HB. 

notice until it's too late­
when we have a two-tier 
health service-for those 
who can afford to pay for 
hospital beds and other 
'luxury' services and those 
like me, who's diabetic and 
relies on the NHS for sur­
vival, and who, if the NHS 
was privatised would face 
crippling insurance pre­
miums because I was un­
lucky enough to have an 
illness. 

Michelle O'Neill, Wash­
ington . 

D Tapes £1.50 each plus 30p 
p&p available from Tony 
Wedlake, 13 Cae Brackla , 
Brackla , Bridgend. Unfolding 
Revolution in Latin 
America-Phil Frampton . 
Perspectives for the South 
African Revolution - Richard 
Monroe. World Economy 
Heads for Slump - Ted 
Grant. lessons of General 
Election , which way for 
labour?-Ted Grant. 
D Wanted co-op and green 
shie ld stamps. Loose , part or 
full books . All proceeds to 
the fighting fund. Send c/o 
Militant ci rculation, 3/13 
Hepscott Rd, Londo n E9 
5HB. 
D" Militant for Labour and 
Youth" enamel stud badges 
now ava ilable £1 each. Red 
plastic fighting fund col lect­
ing tins £1 each . A3 size 
posters of Marx, Enge ls, 
Le nin, Trotsky and Lu xem­
burg, 50p each. Stickers 
available in rolls of 250; 'Kick 
out the Tories ', 'No slave 
labou r on YTS', £2.50 per 
roll. All avai lable from fight­
ing fund dept , 3/13 Hepscott 
Rd, London E9 5HB. For all 
orders add 25% p&p. 

Militant meetings 
Q Southampton Marxist dis­
cussion group. Wednesdays 
12.30pm. 7 Goodwin Close, 
Millbrook, Southampton. 
Creche provided. Thursdays 
7.30pm. Tel 786879 for de­
tails. 
0 Woolwich Town Hall. 
Wednesday 11 November 
7.30pm. "Crisis in local au ­
thorities". Speakers: Cllr Ed­
die McParland and a sur­
charged Liverpool council ­
lor. 

Militant Marxist 
Weekend School 
London 27- 29 November, 

University of London Union, Malet 
Street, London WC 1 

Featuring 
The Crash of '87 -A new 

world recession? 
Friday 27th 7.30pm 

Speaker: Tony Saunois 
Whole weekend costs: £9 waged; £7 unwaged. Cheques 

to MWES 3-13 Hepscott Rd, London E9. 

Cut down or cut out 
Dear Comrades , 

The article in Militant 
870 entitled "Speed Kills" 
by a reporter from Liver­
pool shows a rather reac­
tionary and prejudiced atti­
tude on the question of 
drug-taking. 

The council is quite cor­
rect in having as its main 
aim to prevent yo ung 
people from taking durgs. 
But what about those youth 
for whom drug-taking is al-

ready a way of life? Should 
they be confined to the 
dustbin of history until the 
dawn of socialism? 

Cigarettes and alcohol 
kill far more people than all 
the illegal drugs put to­
gether. However , it suits 
the ruling class to keep 
certain drugs illegal 
because they compete with 
' respectable' Tory­
financing companies which 
produce ciga rettes and 

alcohol. 
There is no evidence to 

suggest that advising drug 
takers how to avoid unne­
cessary death would en­
courage young people to 
take drugs. Or does West 
Derby Labour Pa rty belie­
ve that drug takers shou ld 
be a llowed to die to act as a 
warning to others not to 
experim ent with drugs? 

Dan Taylor, West 
Reading Labour Party . 

Who was really responsible for the failure to predict the hurricane two weeks ago? 

Finding scapegoats 
D ear Comrades , 

The media and some 
MPs are ve ry keen to see 
heads rolling at th e Meteo­
rologica l Office because of 
the fai lure to predict the 
'hurricane· on 16 October. 
But according to the New 
Scientis1, governmen t cuts 
were a crucial factor. 

It poi nts out that there 
used to be a wea ther ship in 
th e Bay of Biscay. where 
the storm developed. but 
this has been retired due to 
cutbacks last year. 

There used to be eight 
weather ships in the No~th 

Atlantic, now there are 
only two. Britain used to 
own three of them , now we 
on ly have one. 

Although intense , the 
storm was smal l, and the 
path it took meant that it 
missed nearly all the 
remaining weather ships 
and land stations. Not even 
the Met office 's ·super­
computer ' can give ac­
curate predictions if it 
doesn't have adequate 
data. 

The press and TV ought 
to be castigating the British 
and European governments 

for their shortsightedness. 
but instead they' re baying 
for the blood of a few indi­
vid ual meteorologists . 

Thi s is typical of th e pro­
capitalist media of cour~e. 
As with the Zeebrugge fe r­
ry disaster , they 'd rathe r 
crucify a few individuals 
than have people asking 
awkward questions about 
big business methods and 
govern ment spending prio­
riti es. 

David J Ellis. Hai/sham, 
Sussex. 

All in a day's work 
Dear Comrades , 

I was asked to speak at a Transport and 
General Workers· Union workplace 
branch last Wednesday . T spoke about the 
reasons for Labour's election defeat , the 
need for socialist ideas and why trade 
unionists must become active in our 
party. 

As a result of the meeting. the ir first 
"'· '. ~ a political speaker , one of the branch 
members has expressed great interest in 
hearing more views of Militanl supporters: 
a shop steward took a co uple of member­
ship forms for the Labour Party and I've 

been asked to arrange othe r political 
speakers for future branches. 

When a shop steward, a new Militant 
supporter , raised the YTURC lobby of 
parliament on 19 November against com­
pulso ry slave labour on YTS , the branch 
responded magnificently with a cheque for 
£50. 

lf this is the kind of response we can 
achieve from workers without a strong 
tradition of struggle , think of the untapped 
resources nationally. 

Vanessa Loraine, Stockton South 
Labour Party. 

King_ 
with 
no -
clothes 
Dear Comrades, 

The Guardian was pok­
ing fun at Neil Kinnock and 
Labour's right wing this 
week. They pointed out that 
Kinnock was in a hurry to 
put on Thatcher's clothes 
about 'popular capitalism' 
and the 'share-owning 
democracy'. Just as Neil 
gets the idea, the idea col­
lapses. Now Neil is the 
laughing stock. 

60 years ago there was 
an1Jther right wing Labour 

~ leader who tried to ape the 
o boss class called Jimmy 
Ci Thomas. The press called 

0 him 'The Right Honourable 
~ Dress Suit', expressing their 
co contempt for his fawning 
~ efforts to ingratiate the 

well-to-do by ill-fitting at­
tempts to dress like 
them. 

Thomas ended up being 
expelled from the Labour 
Party for his part in creat­
ing the coalition govern­
ment with the Tories and 
Liberals which brought 
down the second Labour 
government in 1931. 

The right wing never 
learn. Their policies will 
only earn them the simulta­
neous contempt of workers 
and employers. 

Phil Frampton , 
Manchester. 

Bridge 
suicides 
Dear Comrades, 

The Clifton suspension 
bridge , 250ft above Avon 
Gorge is a very popular 
place for committing sui· 
cide, Because of this , I read 
in the local paper that there 
is a proposal to stop people 
crossing the bridge on their 
own! 

Single people 'Viii be held 
up by the toll collectors 
until someone else going in 
the same direction 
arrives. 

Apart from being an 
infringement of civil liberty , 
I do not think this solves the 
problem but would drive it 
elsewhere. Tt misses the 
point - why people take 
their lives in the first place. 
A lot of people a re driven to 
despair under the poverty 
and insecurity created by 
capitalism. . Many 
unemployed youth see no 
future in this society. 

As Trotsky said: "Life is 
beautiful, it is the task of 
future generations to rid it 
of all its evils". 

Colin Toogood, Bristol 
West Labour Party. 

AIDS~avoiding division 
Dear Comrades, 

In response to the letter from Dale 
Miller (Militant 871) as to why there 
was little reference to gays and les­
bians in the feature on AIDS, the main 
point of the article on AIDS was to 
answer the press propaganda that 
AIDS is some kind of punishment or 
even 'divine visitation' for certain 
types of sexual behaviour. 

Sufferers of the disease are still not 
popularly seen as the victims but as the 

cause of the disease. The article at­
tempted to set aside the moral 
approach and treat it like any other, 
that is a class question. Similarly the 
article attempted to explain how the 
virus could be wiped out if the res­
ources were provided. 

Perhaps more could have been made 
in the article about homosexuals and 
the oppression they are subject to, 
e:.pecially discrimination in employ­
ment and the activities of the police. 

Militant has carried articles about 
these issues previously. 

However, it should not be forgotten 
that worldwide the main category of 
AIDS sufferers are not homosexuals. 
To draw the conclusion that Militant is 
somehow 'anti-gay' is a serious mis­
representation of the position we are 
proud to stand by- that is one of 
fighting against discrimination and 
prejudice wherever they occur. 

Mike Waddington 

,­
i 
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As Tories unveil new anti-union plans, TUC must ... 

eet 
• ire 

wit 
• ire 

The miners understood the need to mobilise against the bosses and the Tories. 

HOW ARE the trade unions going to mobilise 
mass action to def eat the new so-called 
'Employment Bill', the latest piece of cynical 
Tory anti-trade union legislation? 

That question is now 
posed sharp ly fo llowing the 
publication of this Bill on 
23 October. The govern­
ment intend to rush these 
measures onto the statute 
books. They will drastically 
curtail democratic and tra-
de union rights . _ 

This legislation is as vi­
cious as anything enacted 
during the nine yea rs of 
Tory rul e . It will reinforce 
massive ly the legal mine­
fi e ld in front of the unions 
already laid down by Teb­
bit and Prior. 

Once law, any disaf­
fec ted union member will 
be able to take his or her 
union to court to stop in­
dustri al action where no 
majority for action has 
been reco rded in a secret 
ba ll o t . 

Scabs' charter 
But. eve n where th ere 

a rc clear majo rities for ac­
tion. scabs will be ab le to 
defy the ballot decision. 
cross the picket lines and 
work with full legal protec­
tion against any disciplinary 
action by the uni on. 

So much fo r all the 
hypocri tica l To ry verbi age 
of ·extendin g democracy' ' 
This bill is a scabs' charter. 
A new 'commissioner fo r 
the rights of trade union 
members' is to be ap­
pointed. This means, in ef­
fect. a permanent sec retary 
for trade uni on lega l har­
rassment . 

New rest rictive codes of 
practice on ballotting are to 
be issued , containing more 
legal hurdles and effect­
ively dictating that from 
now on th e gov'.:: rnment will 
fram e all questions on the 
ballot paper. 

More than this , actually 
gaining a maj ority for strike 
action is to be redefined 
totally. In future , in order 
to bring out every 
workplace in a national 
strike ballot , majorities na­
tionall y will no longer suf­
fice . 

Each and every 
workplace involved in the 
ballot wi ll have to record a 
majority before it can be 
involved legally in strike 
action. A legal united strike 
of miners nationally wo uld 
require ballot majorities in 

Brian Ingham 
Industrial correspondent 

each separate pit. 
Thousands of different 

civil service establ ishments 
would have to record majo­
rit ies before a legal united 
civi l service strike could be 
he ld. Every serious trade 
uni on struggle potentially 
would involve a bitter legal 
war of attr ition. 

By this legislation the 
Tories hope to strike a 
crippling blow at solidarity 
and mutual support, the 
very source of trade uni on 
strength. The idea is to 
break the internal cohesion 
of each union and to pro­
duce new obstacles to the 
support one union can offe r 
another during action. 

It wi ll be illega l to use 
union fund s to contrave ne a 
court order. The he lp given 
by the Transport and Ge n­
eral Workers Union and 
others to the miners, re­
peated aga in under these 
laws would place the entire 
funds of those unions in 
jeopardy . 

This Bi ll also lays down 
that in future, all union 
officia ls at tending execut­
ive meetings other than in 
an advisory capacity will be 
subj ect to e lection , and a ll 
union e lections will be by 
secret postal ba ll otting with 
supposedly indepe ndent 
scrutin ee rs . 

Militant has long fought 
fo r the regular e lections of 
all t rade union officials . In 
recent years. significant 
strides fo rward in union 
democracy have been 
achieved by rank and fil e 
members with Militant sup­
porters playing a central 
part. 

No trade unionist needs 
lectures on democracy from 
Tory ministers. The main 
architect of these proposals 
was Lord 'unelected ' 
Young, Thatcher's favou ­
rite for th e unelected post 
of party chairman! 

T he Tories want to un­
dermine the democratic 
gains secured by rank and 
fi le union members in 
uni ons such as the CPSA, 
where ballotting takes 
place at the place of work 
after full discussion and 
debate on all the issues 

involved . 
Less members will take 

part in postal ballots than in 
ballots at the place of work. 
This is not an exercise in 
democracy , but an attempt 
to take control away from 
unio n activists who are 
aware of the personalities 
in elections and the issues 
at stake and to place far 
greater power in the hands 
of the anti-union press ba­
rons. 

As for the scrutin ee rs , 
who is to define who is 
independent? This Bill out­
laws act ion to establ ish or 
mainta in a closed shop and 
makes dismissal of a non­
mem ber ill egal. It has 
clauses to allow union 
members to inspect union 
accounts , which is agai n 
ironic given this govern­
ment 's paranoia when it 
comes to the freedom of 
inform ation. 

Of course the re is no 
such provision for any 
worker to have access to 
the accounts of companies. 
That wou ld be unwarranted 
interference' 

"I am sure that 
many Conservat­
ive MPs will rec­
ognise ... that this 
provision damages 
democracy" 
-Norman Willis. 

Lu mped togethe r with 
th e attacks on union rights 
is a fur the r section dealing 
with train ing which ema­
scul ates the role of the 
unions at national level in 
the manpower services 
commission and -wi th the 
new Social Security Bill ­
puts the fini shing touches 
o n the plan to create among 
th e youth of Britain , a YTS 
cheap labour conscript 
army. 

Norman Willis said that 
··At the heart of this Bill is 
a contempt for unions." 
More accurately, the 
lengths government are 
now prepared to go in their 
assa ult on union rights 
demonstrates vividlv their 
utte r con tempt for the 
union leaders. 

Thatcher has remarked 
th at ' 'Weakness invites 
agress ion". That has been 
her maxim in dealing with 
union rights. 

The Tories know the 
real, inherent power of the 

unions, which potentially 
are the most mighty force 
in British society . But each 
retreat by the union 
leade rs , each refusal by 
them to meet the threat 
with a counter offensive , 
has only emboldened the 
Tories to go further. 

Prior and Tebbit were 
able to introduce laws 
stripping union rights , 
simply because the leaders 
of th e unions were incap­
able of mounting any mea­
ningful resistance. 

Preparation 
Left to th e right wing 

leaders, pious phrases will 
again be the main thrust of 
the 'campaign ' against this 
prese nt Bill. 

For th em, going through 
the motions of a campaign 
is sufficien t. 

John Macreadie spelt out 
th at the only way this Bill 
will be beaten is by mobi lis­
ing th e uni ons. The strategy 
of the right wing would 
ass ist th e Tori es by paralys­
ing the will to fight back of 
rank and fi le union 
membe rs. 

Arthur Scargill has ca ll ed 
for non-cooperation . That 
call must be supported . But 
serious non -cooperation 
means preparation for mass 
industri al action in defe nce 
of the first union singled 
out for attack by this legis­
lation. Other than that , 
unions wi ll fee l i.solated and 
one by o ne wi ll begi n to 
compl y. 

The TUC must convince 
every union member that a 
serious campaign to defeat 
this Bill is underway by 
implementing in full th e 
proposals fo r a mass cam­
paign tabled by John 
Macreadie . 

W hatever measures they 
devise , soo ner rathe r than 
later , first through wides­
pread unofficial act ion , 
then through all out official 
action , all the restrictive 
Tory anti-union legislation 
wi ll be trampled underfoot. 

The unions a re like caged 
tigers at the moment , im­
prisoned behind the colla­
boration ist attitude of the 
leaders . 

The Tories should also 
be warned. Any victories 
they have chalked up 
against the unions wi ll pro­
ve both superfici al and tem­
porary. The real power of 
the unions is undimi n­
ished . 

What the Bill means: 
* Requires separate secret ballots 
in every workplace. * Enables the prevention of dis­
ciplinary measures against scabs. * Restricts the entitlement of 
young people to unemployment 
benefit. * Restricts the use of trade union 
funds. 

Macreadie 
resolution 
THE TOR1ES new anti­
trade union Bill can be de­
feated. But strength is the 
only argument that will 
have any effect on 
Thatcher. That was the 
message of John Macreadie 
in last week's TUC General 
Council discussion on the 
government's new 'Employ­
ment Bill. ' 

John answered the naive 
pessimism of certain right 
wing union leaders that the 
way to defeat the Bill was by 
talks with the CBI, alliances 
with employers' organisa­
tions and pressure on the 
House of Lords. He exp­
lained that the only way to 
stop the Tories was through 
the mass mobilisation of the 
trade union movement, 
including demonstrations 
and, if necessary , the use of 
industrial action. 

Following the further 
erosion of the TUC's role by 
the Bill, and given the atti­
tude of many young people 
to YTS, Arthur Scargill 
called for total non-co­
operation with this legisla­
tion. Ron Todd said that the 
TUC may h~ve to recon­
sider its involvement in the 
Manpower Services Com­
mission. 

John Macreadie pointed 
out that he had submitted a 
resolution to the General 
Council, but was prepared 
for it to be discussed by the 
Employment and Organisa­
tion Committee first, and 
then come back to the No­
vember GC meeting. It exp­
lained that " this squalid 
document represents a fun­
damental attack on union 
democracy, the rights to 

bargain and struggle col­
lectively, to uphold 
democratic decisions and 
the right to organise inde­
pendently, free from state 
interference. " 

John's resolution called 
for the following initial 
steps to be taken by the 
TUC in a campaign to de­
feat this Bill: 
* To write to all affiliated 
organisations outlining the 
dangers and the need for 
the maximum mobilisation 
of the trade union move­
ment as the only way to 
prevent the Government 
proceeding with this Bill. 
* To write to all trades 
councils calling for local 
conferences of shop ste­
wards, branch officials and 
workplace representatives 
on the proposals in this Bill 
and to prepare local cam­
paigns. Unemployed, youth 
and claimants' organisa­
tions to be invited. * To issue written material 
exposing the dangerous and 
undemocratic clauses in this 
Bill to the wider public. * To work with the Labour 
Party on that part of the · 
campaign in Paliament. 
* To consider at our next 
meeting, a programme of 
action against this Bill, 
drawn up by the Employ­
ment and Organisation 
Committee, which will cul­
minate in a mass demons­
tration to express opposi­
tion to this Bill and to de­
mand the safeguarding of 

, the rights of young people, 
the unemployed , claimants 
and to demand an end to all 
attacks on the democratic 
rights of trade unions. 
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Vauxhall workers win round one 
3,500 WORKERS at Vauxhall in 
Luton have recently taken strike 
action because of non-payment of 
bonuses by management (see 
issue 870). A victory has been won 
by the car workers who have now 
voted to return to work. On Tues­
day 27 October, management, 
increasingly worried about the af­
fect of the strike and the threat of 
lay-offs at Ellesmere Port, met 
with union negotiators. 

"On Tuesday we met with 
management in Coventry and 
started off by demanding why the 
company hadn't looked to make a 
settlement in view of the fact that 
they now admitted that our figure 
of £10-12 per week unpaid bonus 
was accurate. 

proposed to make a settlement on 
the basis of a nine week average of 
what was owed to us viz a viz the 
so-called 'ghost hours' . 

work immediately. the shop floor all feel a lot more 
confident in their negotiators, 
because management had said 
from day one there would be no 
monies paid out over the bonus 
issue. 

Settlement 

" The company had changed 
their management team on the 
negotiating committee, including 
two plant managers, one from 
Ellesmere and one from Luton . 
They obviously wanted to get back 
in and start producing cars. 

" The· bonus question has been 
·successfully resolved, the prin­
ciple is clear and it has proved 
that we were basing our argument 
on fact. I now see the pay talks 
going better than they did before. 
Previously we were facing a com­
plete stumbling block as far as the 
management were concerned. 

Mick Longley, AEU convenor 
at the plant, spoke to Ian Parker, 
from the Militant. This is his 
report. 

"After a series of recesses in a 
meeting lasting seven hours, they 
eventually made a proposal which 
was exactly the same as the one we 
had made on 16 October. They 

" In monetary terms the final 
settlement is worth roughly £50 
net. The mass meeting on Thurs­
day was well attended and by a 
large majority voted to return to 

Victory 
" Obviously from this victory, 

and it is a victory, the members on 

"We will now go back and 
negotiate our claim from a 
stronger position. On offer cur­
rently is four per cent per year 
over a two year or three year 
agreement, with consolidation of 
bonus of £3 per week over a two 
year period. We'll go in there with 
a greater degree of confidence 
than we had before." 

Haringey 
council 
strike 
THE ONE-DAY strike 
called by Haringey local 
government oflicers (Nalgo) 
and teachers (NUT) on 24 
October in response to the 
council's budget cut of £15 
million was almost uni­
versally respected by the 
membership. Most depart­
ments, schools and libraries 
were closed or badly af­
fected. 

The 3000 strong march 
and rally was a reflection of 
the understanding of the 
workforce and community 
of the scale of the cuts and 
the future for local govern­
ment under the Tories. 

This amazed nc-one ex­
cept the soft left Nalgo 
branch leaders, who from 
the rally platform expressed 
their surprise at the success 
of the strike. 

Unfortunately, the man­
ual unions had not sup­
ported the action. The 
blame for this must be laid 
at the feet of the Nupe 
branch leadership, who 
have told their members 
that the cuts will only hit 
white collar workers . 

Cuts of £50 million next 
year and privatisation legis­
lation will mean large 
redundancies, wage cuts 
and worse conditions for 
both white collar and 
manual workers . 

These leaders have failed 
to explain this. Unity of all 
local authority unions with 
the tenants associations, La­
bour Parties, and the pri­
vate sector unions on a 
borough, London and na­
tional level is the only stra­
tegy for confronting and 
defeating the Tories anti­
local authority crusade. 

Pendletons 
ONE HUNDRED and 
thirty worke rs at Pendle­
tons ice cream factory. 
Ki rkby , have been o n strike 
fo r three weeks to wi n the 
re-instatement of a sacked 
shop stewa rd . 

This is a cruci al battle at 
one of the best orga nised 
facto ries on the Kirkby in­
dustria l estate. 

Now owned by Asso­
ci a ted British Foods 
(AB F). it had a t radition of 
low pay and poor orga nisa­
tion unti l 1976 when l 00 
per cent union membership 
was achieved. Since then. 
treme ndous advances in 
pav ari d conditions have 
been achieved . 

ABF is notoriously a nti-

DHSS plans attack on jobs 
TWO MAJOR studies 
have been announced by 
the Department of 
Health and Social Secur­
ity (DHSS), both aimed 
at cutting costs by des­
troying jobs, particularly 
in the London area. 

By Simon Dennison 
DHSS section executive 

personal capacity 

O ne study, entit led Re­
gional Organisation Effi­
ciency Scrutiny . has the ' 
remit to look into the ·cur­
rent arrangements for and 
location of socia l security 
wo rk done in local offices . 
and to re-appraise the roles 
of the three tiers of the 
regi o nal organisation·. 

This i' jargon for ·how 
car~ we cut as manv 1obs as 
po~sibk'?' The ren1it .idenri­
fies a num ber of th emes 
which are linked to compu­
teri,?tion and the ~oon to 
be implemented Social 
Securit\ Act 1980. and ho\1· 
th ese \vill affect the role of 
regional and head quarters 
offices. The studv will also 
look into the 'coi1siderable 
difficulty in recru iting and 
retaini ng staff, pa rticular ly 
in London and the South 
East'. 

Retreat 
Last year , manage ment 

outstationed . o n a tempor­
ary basis. work from some 
offi ces in South Londo n 
and it was discovered that 
pl ans fo r a major move 
towards taking work from 
London offices and perma­
ne nt bases were be ing dis­
cussed . Successful strike ac­
tion invo lving CPSA 
members in North and 
South London , forced 
managemen t to retreat. 

These pl ans involved 

strike 
union . When workers at 
the Devon plant were 
vis ited by Kirkby collea­
gues they were threate ned 
with th e sack if they even 
talked to the pickets! 

The re is a strong feeling 
that the company arc at­
tempting to pick off the 
best organised factory and 
that the d ispute was being 
engineered by manage­
ment. Any trade unionists 
in ABF shou ld make con­
tact with the Per.dletons 
work..:rs for more informa­
tion. Make out donations 
to TGWU 6/556 and se nd 
c/o Kirkby unemployed 
centre. Westhead A venue. 
K irkby, Merseyside . 

Low paid Civil Servants marching for a better deal. Now 

closing social security of- The service to the public 
fices and opening so-called . would become more 
super offices cove ring bureaucratic. 
la rge r areas tha n present. The gove rnme nt 's justifi-
T hese offices wou ld dea l cation for the move wil l be 
wi th ' urgent' cases and in the fo rm o f the usua l 
public calls only . The vast rigged 'study'. Virtually all 
bulk of work would be govern ment studies pro-
outstat ioned to othe r areas. duce the results the min -

This wo uld have a isters wish to see, however 
devastating effect on jobs. illogical or unpopou lar . 
Staff left in those offices 
wou ld have th e worst jobs, 
ghettoised. with little scope 
for gaining experie nce on 
different jobs. Promo ti o n 
wo uld be severely limited 
a nd job cuts la rge. with 
staff who refuse to transfer 
to offices miles from home 
presumably dispensed with . 

Militancy 
At the 1987 C PSA DHSS 

section co nference a mo­
tion ca lling for strike act ion 
to be orga ni sed , preceded 
by co nsul tat ion a nd discus­
sion - with me mbers af­
fected , if outsta tioning was 

jobs are threatened again. 

attempted. was moved and 
carried overwhelmingly. 
Whilst London is the prime 
a rea for outstati0ni ng . the 
Tories will look at the 
coun try as a whole. E very 
union member must be 
made aware of this 
th rea t . 

A second study in to the 
functio ns of the DHSS HQ 
is also aimed at relocating 
work currentlv done in 
London to o.ther areas. 
reducin g th e role o f the 
London HQ buil dings to a 
min imum . This wo uld af­
fec t jobs in the HQ build­
ings in th e E lephant and 
Castle, Yauxha ll , E uston 
and Ho I born. 

This study has a similar 
aim to the fi rst. H igher 
wage costs in London , pro­
ble ms o f recru itment. and 
th e mili tancy o f loca l o f­
fices in London who a rc 
subjected to some of the 
worst accomm odati o n ima­
ginable , a re a ll good rea­
sons fo r th e Tories to move 
in and disperse o ur jobs . 

Last year's limited strik e 
act io n showed that DHSS 
staff unde rstood the po te n· 
tia l threat to their jobs and 
are prepared to fight back. 
The po licy agreed at the 
union conference must be 
act ivated, for loca l offices 
and HQ staff . 

I".>' I , ,.\.· 
1·~~~~-0( 
t .. ~·~a~ . 'We want robots' 

"WHAT WE want is ro­
bots, blokes we can rely 
on who'll be here week 
in, week out! " This was 
the a mazing comment 
of a manager to me after 
I'd been accused of hav­
ing too many days off 
sick. 

By an East Midlands 
elctricty worker 

As an E lectricitv Board 
employee I was a~are that 
the industry was being pre­
pared for p rivatisation . 
W hen he told me tha t my 

60 days off, according to his 
records. in six yea rs of 
wo rk was ' totall y unaccept­
able and atrocious' I rea­
lised that my worst fears 
were be ing confirmed. 

I was told of the board's 
new policy of interviewing 
anv wo rker who i. of!' 0 •1 
thiee or more occasions in 
: ix months and th e n "l 
mu. t warn you this is going 
on vour record and if vou 
are ·off work for any rea~on 
in the next two months, 
you'll have to see a higher 
m.::mbe r of management 
and possibly a doctor. to 
see if yo u a re physically 

I '-0 · .· 
bl f d - h I ""\: . . ca pa e o o ing t e <:.~;;- "· ~· 

job·· . / ;'\': 
Mana

0
ocment are also 1 · ·:ii_'/z 

I r.r..~ ' 
looking at a new scheme to I ~:·'Y.. ·•·.· 
get the blokes to do more I 
vi~its and read more meters 1 

in a day. They sav it's based ! 
on levels in other parts of i 
the country but I don 't 'i 
believe it. It wou ld mean 
we ·d have no time to speak 
to the customers . 

The o ther dav. a woman 
collapsed . ! went to phone 
for an ambulance at a 
neighbour's. In all it took 
about 15-20 ;ninutes . With 
this new system I wouldn't 
have had time. 
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Industrial reports I 

Crewe 
• campaign 

continues 
ACCOMPANIED BY a symbolic coffin and black-garbed 
mourners, 400 Crewe workers from the health service, British 
Rail Engineering (Brei), and many others, including pensioners, 
marched through the town protesting against cuts in the health 
service, and the Brei redundancies. 

At a rally following the march , -------------
they heard Terry Fie lds MP exp- By Bill Mullins 
lain the risi ng anger of workers 
everywhere at the attacks of the 
Tory govermnent. Other 
speakers included Dave High­
land , from the NHS , Bob Jones , 
from Rolls Royce , Bob Curzons, 
NUR, and Margaret Parrish , 
NHS . The rally pledged to t:on­
tinue the campaign of mobilising 
Crewe workers for the fight­
back . 

In the five weeks of the cam­
paign, many lessons were learnt 
by the participants. Under very 
difficult circumstances, and with 
their eyes open , the supporters of 
this newspaper convinced the 
meeting that elected a Town Ac­
tion Committee (TAC) to link up 
the NHS cuts with the massive 
redundancies at Brei. 

This was met with a barrage of 
smears and denunciations by the 
right wing in the town 's Labour 
movement. Both Gwyneth Dun­
woody, the local Labour MP , and 
Peter Kent , Labour group leader 
on the Council, went on the radio 
condemning the Town Action 

Committee as a 'Militant 
front ' . 

Members of the Brei Works 
Committee led a campaign of 
intimidation against any Brei 
worker actively working for the 
TAC. The convenor , George 
Cheetham , admitted to Bob 
Jones, chair of the TAC, that the 
campaign had "given us a kick up 
the backside" and moved them 
into action in defence of Brei. 

A typical response from Brei 
workers was " About time some­
body was doing something". The 
Works Committee issued notices 
instructing the workers to stay 
away from the march . In response 
the TAC issued an open letter 
challenging the Works Commit­
tee to explain their strategy to 
defend jobs . 

We were told that workers had 
written on notice boards "TAC 
might be a 'Militant front' , but at 
least it 's doing something" . It 
became clear to workers that the 
issue wasn 't Militant but the fact 

Part of the Crewe demonstration. 

that the TAC was posing a pro­
gramme of action . 

This is the last thing the right 
wing want. If Militant didn 't exist 
they would have to invent it. In a 
wholly negative fashion the union 
leadership have demonstrated 
their authority. 

Leadership 
Workers will not lightly aban­

don the official leadership of their 
unions. The TAC must now con­
tinue the campaign to defend its 
influence and authority . Factories 
and trade union branches will be 
approached to gain support and 

new delegations. 
Resolutions outlining a fighting 

strategy will be argued for in the 
Labour movement bodies . 

This demonstration is the start 
of a longer campaign , though 
time is cruci al. Brei workers are 
already being made redundant. 
The Area Health Authority , 
despite the lobby, has voted to 
close wards in Leighton hospita l. 
The TAC has a network of 150- · 
200 activists prepared to carry on 
the campaign . It is on this layer 
that it can succeed. Just like the 
miners, it'll be the younger rank 
and file Brei workers who'll 
increasingly come to the fore. 

Cowley: action looms 
WORKERS AT Cowley as­
sembly plant will this week 
decide at a mass meeting 
whether to carry out a deci­
sion made two weeks ago 
for a one day strike over the 
freezing of the Austin Rover 
pension fund. 

By a Cowley worker 

The company have used 
the new Tory government 
law to freeze the fund over a 
certain limit and cream off 
the rest to use to pay off 
Rover Group debts and for 
use in new technology and 
increased wages and pay 
offs for top management. 

The money the company 
are taking out could be as 
much as £200 million, 

which would be equivalent 
to our last wage deal. 

Workers were incensed at 
the decision because we still 
have to pay the same 
amount in each week while 
there will be less money in 
the funds for our pension 
benefits. 

The National Joint Nego­
tiating Committee (JNC) 
for Austin Rover at their 
September meeting decided 
on a resolution proposed by 
Cowley, and seconded by 
D.Osborne (Longbridge), to 
call for a ballot on a token 
one day stoppage to protest 
at management 's decision. 

The ballot took place dur­
ing October. The result was 
an overwhelming 'yes' for 
the action in the Transport 
and General Workers 

Union and other smaller 
unions, including a 1300 
majority in the Cowley as­
sembly plant. But the engi­
neers ' union (AEU) and the 
electricians' union (EET­
PU) voted against. The ove­
rall joint union result was 
an 800 majority. 

Ridiculed 
At the last JNC , the ex­

pected decision was to res­
pect the ballot and call a 
strike , but in their infinite 
wisdom the shop stewards 
controlled by the Commun­
ist Party , led by D.Osborne, 
vetoed any strike action 
with the latter issuing a 
statement saying that ir­
respective of the ballot deci­
sion, or the JNC meeting, 

he and his stewards would 
not be calling for a one day 
strike because the AEU did 
not vote for it , and he did 
not want to damage indus­
trial relations at 
Longbridge. 

With the AEU votes, the 
JNC voted not to call for 
action by eight votes to 
seven with the minority 
coming from Cowley. The 
Longbridge stewards even 
ridiculed national officer 
Mike Murphy, not known 
to be a militant. 

The assembly plant ste­
wards, enraged by the 
Longbridge stance, over­
turned the JNC decision 
and are recommending that 
the assembly plant work­
force do the same at the 
mass meeting and go for a 

one day strike, as already 
backed in a secret ballot. 

This chapter hits a new 
low for the union leadership 
who have turned their 
backs on the secret ballot 
decision . If they ignore 
workers' democracy, it does 
nothing to instil confidence 
in the membership who are 
facing unprecedented at­
tacks by the most vicious 
management. 

It leaves the union open 
to ridicule by the Tories and 
the green light has been 
shown to attack us even 
more. The JNC must unite 
together against these at­
tacks and carry out the 
wishes of the rank and file 
who elected them. 

"100 per cent support for our claim" 
WITH POSTAL workers, 
members of the Union of Commu­
nications Workers (UCW) , voting 
on industrial action for a shorter 
working week , full page adverts 
have appeared in the press from 
Post Office management , warning 
the workforce off strike action and 
claiming among other things that 
Alan Tuffin, union General Secret­
ary. is himse lf opposed to strike 
action. 

There is no doubt that manage­
ment are worried by the strength of 
feeling which exists amongst postal 
workers , facing as they are a 
number of different attacks on 

their conditions and future. A vic­
tory on the question of hours 
would be an enormous blow to 
plans to privatise the service , as 
well as being a long overdue step 
forward fo r the workers. 

Below, a young member of 
South East London Letters Distri ­
bution Office Nol branch speaks 
to Militant. 

" I was born in 1965. That was 
the year when Post Office workers 
last got a reduction in the 
week. 

"We're told that management is 
trying to provide a better service 
fo r the customers. In reality it 's 

about cutting our conditi ons to 
make profits and prepare the Post 
Office for privatisati on. Anyone 
who thinks privatisation equals a 
better service should look at Brit­
ish Telecom. 

"There's 100 per cent support 
for a three hour cut in the week , 
certainly as far as the 70 members 
at our AGM went. Everyone un­
derstands that strike action could 
become necessary to support the 
claim. 

" We'll win the ballot because 
there 's confidence in the branch , 
but we shouldn 't take it for 
granted. The branch shouldn 't try 

and cover for the NEC-there's no 
point. We should campaign for the 
ballot with our own leafl ets, or­
ganise meetings , explain what 's oo­
ing on and be honest about what 
we can expect from the NEC. 

" Above all, we can best back the 
campaign by preparing the branch 
for strike action and link up with 
the other London branches. That 
way we will strengthen the union's 
negotiating hand as well. If mana­
gement see we 're serious they may 
even back down without it coming 
to a strike''. 

BOB JONES, chairman of 
the TAC, and member of 
the Rolls Royce Works 
Committee, explained why 
he got involved. 

"My mother was waiting 
three and a half years for 
a hip operation. On the 
day I was due to take her 
to Oswestry hospital for 
the operation she died. 
This was mainly due to 
the side effects of the 
pain-killing drugs she was 
forced to take as a result 
of waiting so long. That is 
why I am active in the 
campaign against NHS 
cuts". 

Birmingham 
housing 
clerks 
THE BIRMINGHAM 
housi ng clerks dispute 
came to an end on 27 Oc­
tober after a long and bitter 
battle lasting nine weeks. 
The strikers have returned 
to work with littl e to show 
for a magnificent struggle 
in support of their grading 
claim and in some cases 
with only the experience of 
a dispute which wi ll stand 
them in good stead for the 
future . 

Disgracefully , it was the 
cold-blooded tactics 
employed by a so-called 
'Labour' council and their 
lackeys at local manage­
ment level that eventually 
starved the young strikers 
back to work . 

Strike 
But even in the face of 

lies and distortions there 
were sympathy strikes, cul­
minating in a ci ty-wide 24 
hour strike which was en­
thusiastically supported , 
and which brought the 
council back to the nego­
tiating table . 

As yet, the full gains of 
the dispute have not been 
published , but judging by 
the attitude and role of this 
Labour _ council throughout 
the dispute , any support 
from them for future batt­
les against privatisation 
looks extremely doubtful. 

By a Birmingham Nalgo 
shop steward 
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Scottish YTS protest 
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"WE'VE GOT no fu­
ture, so we've got to 
fight. That's why me and 
my mates will be going 
on strike on S No­
vember." 

By Ian Henderson 
YTS trainee on YTURC 

West Scotland Commitee 

So says a fourth year 
pupil at Glasgow's 
Crookston Castle school. 

'Tm leaving school this 
Christmas , but there 's no 
way I'm going onto YTS. 
It 's crap. It 's slave labour 
and I don't believe the lies 
about being kept on," he 
explains. 

School students, students 
and YTSers in Scotland will 
be supporting the strike call 
made by the Youth Trade 
Union Rights Campaign 

(YTURC) to oppose the 
Tories· YTS conscription 
plans. 

" If they get away with 
this, you can forget about 
General Studies, and man y 
other Further Education 
courses,' ' a 21 year old 
part-time student at Lang­
side College told us. " And 
then how long before they 
make JTS compulsory for 
people like me and other 
18-25 year olds on the dole 
but attending college? .. 

Already pupils at St. 
Margaret Mary's School in 
Castlemilk have taken 
spontaneous action. They 
visited a ·YTs Fair' orga­
ni sed to sell the scheme , 
which was leafletted by 
YTURC. Later 200 fourth. 
fifth and sixth vears he Id a 
playground m'eeting and 
decided to strike . 
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Young people see 
through the glossy presen­
tation to the reality of 
YTS . 

I wonder if Thatcher 
would let her son go on a 
YTS for 75p an hour and 
next to no health and sa­
fety . No , YTS is not good 
enough for him and his ilk. 
But it's alright for working 
class kids 1 

"No way!" 
Well , we say: ··No way! ' ' 

YTS conscription will mean 
the compulsory labour for 
the first time since slavery. 
It 's an attack on older 
workers as well as on 
yo uth. 

We have a job on our 
hands. We have to organise 
school students and give 
them some way to channel 

ate 
I would like to donate 
£ p each week/ 
month to the fighting fund. 

Sell 
I wo uld li ke to sell 
pa pers per week (minimum 5) 
on a sale or return basis. 

Subscribe 

52 issues £22 00 
52 issues £30 00 
52 issues £36.00 

Make cheques payable to 
Militant . 

their anger. We have to 
unionise YTS trainees so 
they can fight for higher 
wages. bette r training and a 
guaranteed job. And we 
have to involve FE stu­
dents. pointing out the JTS 
threat . 

We are forgin g a mass 
opposition to~ the Tory 
plans. From the youth 
strike. we go on to the 
national Lobby of Parli a­
ment on 19 November. 

And that 's just the 
beginning! We can either 
give in or fight. let them 
walk all over us or say 
·'enough is enough! .. To 
parents . teachers -and the 
rest of the working class , 
the youth of Scotland are 
saying: " Fight. We are pre­
pared to show a lead . Sup­
port us! .. 

Lobby of Parliament 
Thursday 19 November 
Assemble: Kennington 

Park, London SE 11 
(Nearest tube Oval) 

Time 12 noon. 

Right to march 
threatened 
YTURC'S MARCH in 
Glasgow has faced conti­
nuous harassment from 
the police and the Labour 
Strathclyde Regional Coun­
cil. 

The week before the 
strike, a YTURC represen­
tative was summoned by the 
police and told that the 
march was banned. The 
police said they could 
muster up to 8,000 of­
ficers and anyone turning 
up would be arrested. 

There was space for 2,000 
in the cells and "we have 
dealt with the miners , so we 
can certainlv deal with 
schoolkids." · 

But YTURC stood up to 
this pressure and forced the 
police to back down. 

However, in a disgraceful 
last minute manoeuvre, 
Strathclyde Council threa­
tened the organisers with 
fines of £500 or three 
months in jail and told 
under 16 year olds they too 

would be fined. 
The Council placed an 

advertisement in local pa­
pers announcing that a con­
dition of the march going 
ahead was that no under l 6s 
be on it. In a blatant at­
tempt to intimidate parents 
and get them to pressurise 
their children not to 
demonstrate, it said that 
under 16s participating 
would be liable to fines of 
up to £200. 

A letter to the organisers 
told them that they could be 
liable to fines or jail if the 
conditions , imposed under 
the Civic Government of 
Scotland Act , were bro­
ken. 

What a disgrace that a 
Labour council should use 
Tory legislation to threaten 
young people with fines and 
imprisonment for fighting 
for a future! And in doing 
so, they have jeopardised 
the rights of the whole la­
bour movement to demons­
trate in the future! 

The Student Union exe­
cutive at Strathclyde Uni­
Yersity were faced with legal 
pressure from a different 
source after agreeing to 
support YTURC. 

A Tory student took legal 
action to overturn this 
democratic decision. But a 
Students' Council voted 
34-6 to back the executive, 
despite the Labour presi­
dent voting against. 

What wEi stand for 
• The immediate introduction 

of a 35-hour week without 
loss in pay as a step 
towards the elimination of 
unemployment. 

• Reversal of all Tory cuts 
and a massive programme 
of public works on housing, 
education, the health ser­
vice, etc . 

• A minimum wage of £ 120 
a week tied to the cost of 
living for all , including sick 
and disabled people . 

• A social ist plan of produc­
tion democratically drawn 
up and implemented by 
committees involving the 
trad e unions, shop 
st ewards, the unwaged 

and small business people. 

• Opposition to the capitalist 
Common Market, the EEC. 
For a socialist United States 
of Europe as a step towards 
a World Socialist 
Federation. 

• Workers' management of 
the nationalised industries. 
These should be run on the 
basis of one-third of the 
places on the management 
board coming from the 
unions in the industry, one­
third from the TUC repre­
senting the working ciass 
as a whole, and one-third 
from the government. 

Opposition to the Tory 
government's anti-union 

law s and reversal of at· 
tacks on the trade unions. 

• Massive cuts in arms spen­
ding. Support for unilateral 
nuclear disarmament, but 
with the recognition that 
only a socialist change of 
society in Britain and inter­
nationally can eliminate the 
danger of a nuclear 
holocaust . 

• Nationalisation of the t op 
200 monopolies, including 
the banks and insurance 
companies w hich control 
80 per cen t to 85 per cent 
of the economy. This 
shou id be through an 
Enabling Bill in Parl iament 
with minimum compensa­
tion on the basis of proven 
need . 


