AS THE .Labour Party
Conference gathers in
Brighton, Thatcher s
planning vet another
vound in her ‘holy war'
against health and social
spending. Child benefits
are to be taxed, free
dental check-ups abol-
ished, and education and
house building attacked
again, in a £3 billion cuts
package.

By Jeremy Birch
Every working  class

familv=in work or out of
work. low-paid or better
paid—wiil suffer.  When
could a determined  and
socialist Labour leadership.
pledged to stand up for the
mterests of their class bhe
more necessary?

For cight vears the Tory
Government  has  loyally
dedicated itself to defend-
ing the interests of the
wealthy few.

Workers desperately
need a  Labour Party
cqually committed to the
defence of the overwhelm-
ing majority.

Thatcher’s latest spend-
ing cuts prove not even she
believes that capitalism s
working. Her Kkept press
has been gloating that at
last industry is producing as
much as when she was
clected in 1979 (although
not as much as 1974).
Labour’s Brian Gould ex-
posed their “booming Bri-
tain” propaganda: “Only
Barbados. Fiji.  Greece.
Malawi. South Africa and
Zambia have a worse

ord and arc still producing
less than in 19797

When  could  socialist
planning of the economy.
organising production for
need not profit. be more
vital?

But Gould and Kinnock
intend to use the Confe-
rence  to dispense with
socialism. The amendment
from NUPE for a “review
of Party policy™. will open
the door to the Party
feaders to trample upon all
t i tradi-

fing

socialist

Militant

Labour Party
Conference
meeting

>

e

tions. They really think
socialism is too old fa-
shioned with the assured.
gradual  increasing  af-
fluence of the clectorate.
But capitalism and the Tor-
ies have no alternative to
attacking the quality of life
of most of the population.
with renewed savagery.
Former left  winger.

NUPE official Tom
Sawver. as head of
Labour's Heme  Policy

commitiec.
the Party

is pushing for
o heid public

mectings around the coun-
try. But these meetings will
merely be to ask voters why
they did not vote Labour.
And the Labour leaders are
adopting the motto: “These
are our principles. if vou do
not like them we will
change them™.

Why aren’t these meet-
ings part of a campaign.
against the new Torv at-
tacks or the poll tax. which
could win popular
support and convinee mil-

Hons ot the

mass

SOoCialisg

case?

Militant, the Workers for
Socialism  campaign and
thousands of rank and file
Labour activists are deter-
mined to protect their Par-
ty's original socialist aims.
Clause Four of Labour’s
constitution,  if  imple-
mented in modern condi-
tions. would mean the
nationalisation of the top
200 companies. banks and
insurance companies. With
such a programme of full
socialism  the  electorate

Tuesday 29
7.00pm. Wagner Hall,
Brighton (corner of West St.
and Regency Rd.)
Speakers: Peter Taaffe, Ted
Grant, Tony Mulhearn, John
Macreadie.

eptember

could be inspired with a
realisable vision of jobs. a
home. education and pro-
per health care for every
family.

The right wing Party lea-
dership must not be al-
lowed to destroy the very
heart of Labour.

Labour Party confe-
rence supplement.
Pages 9,10,11,12




2 MILITANT 25 September 1987

Editor: Peter Taaffe
Militant, 3/13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB.
Phone: (01) 533-3311

Nuclear threat

AFTER SIX years of negotiation, the governments
of the two super-powers have reached an agreement
to scrap all nuclear weapons with a range between
315 and 3,125 miles.

The agreement has raised hopes that the horrible
threat of nuclear war has been lifted and the colossal
waste of arms expenditure lessened.

But it is not the historic step towards world peace
which Reagan, Gorbachev and the Labour Party
leaders are all claiming. Even if the agreement is
ratified and all the still unresolved practical details
sorted out, only four per cent of the world’s 60,000
nuclear weapons will have gone.

Russia is to scrap 683, mainly SS-20 rockets, with
1,435 warheads., and America will remove 332
Cruise and Pershing-2 missiles, with 400 warheads.
This will still leave long-range intercontinental
missiles, short-range ‘battlefield” bombs. rockets
and mines, and the nuclear arsenals of Britain and
France. And there will still be huge stockpiles of
deadly ‘conventional’, chemical and biological wea-
pons.

Above all, the deal will not change the underlying
causes of the arms race—the conflict of interest
between the US capitalists and the bureaucratic
regime of the USSR. For forty years there has been
not peace but a stalemate, in which each side has
amassed the capacity to destroy the other many
times over. Each has been forced to expand its
stockpiles to maintain the ‘balance of terror’, to
prevent the other gaining an advantage.

The strategists of American imperialism know
that to wage war against Russia would mean the

destruction of life on the planet, leaving nothing for-.

them to ‘win’. But, on the pretext of needing a
‘deterrent’, they maintain sufficient arms to ensure
that they are never at a military disadvantage.

There is also enormous pressure from the US
arms industry, which reaps super-profits from the
maintenance of the arms race.

But the price for the profits of the arms manufac-
turers has been the massive £150,000 million budget
deficit. Big business as a whole do not want to pay
higher taxes and face rising inflation to pay for ever
morc spending on weapons. And the missiles
covered by this agreement are anyway of secondary
importance now that the main priority is the
Strategic Defence Initiative (‘Star Wars’). So the
capitalist class have powerful economic arguments
for negotiating a reduction in missiles.

The Russian bureaucracy has no interest in
starting a war. Although it retains a huge advantage
in conventional forces in Europe, (which is why it is
agreeing to scrap more nuclear missiles) there is no
question of attacking Western Europe. Its priority is
to maintain its power and priviieges over the
working class from whom it usurped control.

This is being undermined by the stagnation caused
by bureaucratic mismanagement of the cconomy
and workers™ discontent at being forced to suffer the
hardship and shortages which result. To stem the
workers” anger Gorbachev wants to divert resources
to production and economic regencration, by reduc-
ing the 15 per cent of national production spent on
arms.

On both sides thercfore there is a powerful motive
to reduce the level of arms spending. while main-
taining the balance between them. But the agree-
ment will give no more than a brief respite from
their underlying social and economic problems. It
does not mean the beginning of the end of the arms
race.

Yet Neil Kinnock has described the agreement as
“the greatest disarmament achievement of our age™

which could provide “a foundation for future
progress away from the arms race’.
Such illusions in ‘multilateral” disarmament

through negotiation must not be used to justify the
Labour Party abandoning its commitment to British
unilateral nuclear disarmament. Super-power agree-
ments are not the way to remove the threat of war.
Instead of fostering such ideas, the Labour leaders
should campaign for socialist internationalist
policies.

Only by the workers in the West destroying
capitalism and establishing a democratically planned
socialist society and those in the East reclaiming
their heritage of workers’ democracy from the
revolution of 1917, can genuine peace be
achieved.

Linked together in a socialist federation, the
workers of the world can destroy not only nuclear
weapons but the underlying causes of war as well.
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Philippines strike leader
murdered

FIFTEEN YEARS after
ex-dictator Marcos’s in-
famous declaration of
martial law in the Philip-
pines, President Cory
Aquino was last week
considering reimposing
it—and decided, ‘‘for the
time being’’, not to.

By George Collins

This reflects the
heightened tensions follow-
ing the murder of left
leader Alejandro—an orga-
niser of the recent gencral

strike against fuel price
rises—by right-wing gun-
men last Saturday. Mean-
while Colonel Honasan,
leader of last month’s

abortive right-wing coup,
remains at large issuing vir-
tual ultimata to the
‘democratic’ government.

The right have insisted
on the removal of top presi-
dential aides Arroyo and
Escaler—conservatives re-
garded by the military as
being too “‘soft on commu-
nism”. Mrs Aquino has

yiclded.

This followed
ignation of two
right-wingers. Vice-
President  Laurel  and
Finance Minister Ongpin,
from the cabinet in an at-
tempt to stampede Aquino
more rapidly to the
right.

Razor wire

With the top of society in
turmoil, the barbed wire in
front of Aquino’s palace
was replaced with razor
wire in preparation for
Monday’s protest against
Alejandro’s murder. Ten
thousand marchers heard
the dead man’s widow hold
the government responsible
for the killing.

Aquino’s progress to the
right is a grim confirmation
of the Marxist perspective.
advanced since the beginn-

the res-
leading

Thatcher’s
cold comfort
for Teesside

LAST WEDNESDAY
Margaret Thatcher
visited Middlesbrough,
the town with the second
highest unemployment
rate in Britain.

Registered as a newspaper at the Post Office.
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Printed by Militant Publications,

3/13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB.

By Andy Walker

She inspected new fac-
tory units for small busi-
nesses in Thornaby and
asked for her photograph
to be taken against the
background of grass and
trees. No one mentioned
this was the site of a steel
works shut down since she
has been in government.

At a new private housing
development. hundreds of
demonstrators  had  ga-
thered to meet her. She was
clearly unwelcome and only
two people ventured for-
ward to shake her hand.

One  of the demons-
trators was a man who had
been interviewed for 1,000
jobs. yet was still on the
dole. Thatcher’s advice was
to try the Job Club or the
Job Training Scheme. He
already had, so she just told
him to keep on trying.

Middlesborough Labour
MP Stuart Bell was there
throughout Thatcher’s
visit. The Guardian said the
following day that he
“found it hard to say a bad
word about her”. Workers
in Middlesbrough arc gett-
ing sick of Mr Bell's half
hearted protests against the
Tories.

There was intense secur-
ity even beforc Thatcher
arrived. A few days before
the visit special branch of-
ficers visited the Cleveland
Youth Business Centre to
tell two of its workers not
to come to work on the day
of Thatcher’s visit. The two
happened to be political
activists,

Cosmetic

The whole visit was a
cosmetic exercise to boost
the Tories” image and give
the impression that they
care. Middlesbrough
people will be more satis-
fied when the 24 per cent
unemployment rate is rev-
ersed and jobs are provided
for a town. once called the
workshop of the North.

ing of the revolution. that
there is no room for stable
democracy on the basis of
the  bankrupt capitalist
system in the Philippines.

The “*democratic space™
won by the masses in
struggle can only be reco-
vered and extended by car-
rying through the over-
throw of capitalism and
landlordism,  and  the
establishment of democra-
tic working-class rule.

Cory Aquino’s adminis-
tration, dominated by the
capitalists and landowners,
arc struggling to maintain
the present rotten system.
Despite empty promises of
‘land reform’. they have
become committed to all-
out war against the peasant
guerrilla struggle for land.
headed by the New
People’s Army.

Civil war leaves no room
for capitalist democracy.

Ca?/;@gmu.abou V¢

The logic of the war spells
growing predominance by
the military leaders. pre-
paring the ground for Aqui-
no’s overthrow when her
credibility — among  the
masscs has been croded to
a point where she is no
longer useful to the ruling
class.

Trade union and left
leaders. increasingly driven
into hiding from right-wing
death squads., arc being
forced into opposition to
Aquino. In the absence of a
Marxist  alternative. the
NPA will gather increasing
momentum from the pola-
risation in society.

But the best activists
among the vouth and
workers can increasingly be
won to Marxism in the
cxplosive  period ahead.
and lay the basis for a mass
socialist lcadership that will
show a wayv out of the
deepening nightmare into
which Aquino’s false poli-
cics arc plunging the coun-
try.

| PRE-CONFERENCE

RALLY

7.30—Sunday 27th: 1
Brighton Youth centre — Edward St

Hear—ERIC HEFFER MP

DAVE NELLIST MP

JOHN MACREADIE CPSA) TERRY FIELDS MP
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Message to new readers

Welcome to Militant

MILITANT IS the paper that
champions the cause of the
oppressed and the exp-
loited.

We are hated and despised
by the bosses, bureaucrats
and careerists because we
threaten their privilege and
power. If this is the first time
you have read Militant, we
appeal to you to join our fight
for a just society by selling
our paper.

If you are already a reader
write for your paper, too. Mili-
tant is a workers’ paper and
the workers’ voice must be

heard in its pages.

Here are some examples of
the enthusiastic response
Militant can get:

Shop sales: In Sheffield
sellers stamp copies placed
in the local newsagents with
an address to contact. They
have started to get letters
asking for further information
from readers.

Socialist medicine: We rec-
eived a letter from Ken Taylor
in Grampian, who says: “As a
former reader who let his
subscription lapse after mov-
ing house, | realise how much

miss my weekly dose of
soclallsm T
FE college sales: A seller in
Mansfield sold 33 copies
outside the local FE during
enrolment week.
Swansea success: Even
small businessmen can see
the need for socialism. A
manager of a Swansea firm
paid the £1 solidarity price
for a paper on the demo
against cuts in the fire ser-
vice. “I'll have one of them. If
these cuts go through, who
will | call out to stop my
factory burning down?” he

said.

Lies of the World: An ex—
News of the World worker
told a south-east London
seller: “l don’t buy any daily
newspaper because they are
full of lies. | only read the
Militant.”

Our sales campaign should
lead to this victim of Murdoch
being able to buy a daily
paper confident that it will
put the workers’ case when
we move to a daily Mili-
tant.

By Gerry Lerner

5% 3 = 2
Campaigners in Southwark last week.

Save our
nursery

“YOU CAN'T have equal
opportunities with no nur-
series,”” said one parent on
a lobby of Southwark coun-
cil’s social services commit-
tee last Thursday.

300 very angry nursery
workers, parents and their
children were protesting at
the proposed closure of two
nurseries and a drop-in

creche.
John Bryan, Prospective
Parliamentary  Candidate

for  Bermondsey, said:
“We've got women as
leader and deputy leader of
the council who got where
they are partly through
talking about equal oppor-
tunities. Now we have
hundreds of women
demonstrating against their
policies.”’

Notably, Harriet Har-
man, Labour MP for Peck-
ham who employs a nanny,
refused to sign the petition
to  keep the nursery
open.

Sue Lomas, the spo-
kesperson for the lobby exp-
lained: ‘‘Childcare means
our -livelihood. We might
have to cut our hours or lose
jobs altogether if the nurs-
ery closes. The Labour
Council should oppose the
Tory cuts.”

A parent added: **Lots of
parents can’t afford private
nurseries and don’t have
relatives near to help. It
really cripples you losing
the childcare. You can’t do
anything—no further edu-
cation, no job, so you’ll just
be another person withering
away.”’

Brian Kelly, Labour
councillor who joined the
lobby said: “‘I fully support
the lobby. We’ve argued for
years that the only way to
defeat the Tories is by
struggling along with the
workers and tenants. To
carry out Tory cuts is
reneging on your responsi-
bilities as an elected repre-
sentative."’

By Margaret Creear

Bermondsey Women's
Section

Bermondsey
women’s section
chidcare conference.
30 Sept 7.30 pm.
Beormund Community
Centre, 177 Abbey St.
Creche and transport will
be provided.

Phone (01) 237 3457.
Speakers from the
Southwark labour movement
and other childcare
campaigns.

Moat House day
of action

Mersey
ferries
strike

MERSEY FERRY workers
stopped work for two
hours last Saturday in soli-
darity with sacked strikers
at Liverpool’s Moat House
hotel.

Their strike was inspired
by a march of 600 orga-
nised by the Labour Party
Young Socialists and the
strikers” union, the TGWU.
It was part of the LPYS's
national day of action to
support the Moat House
strikers.

The marchers heard Bill
Morris, the TGWU's deputy
leader, Tony Mulhearn,
surcharged Liverpool coun-
cillor and John Ellen, na-
tional chair of the LPYS,
speak.

£400 was raised from tra-

de unionists present. The
LPYS National Committee
pledged £100.

By Liverpool Young
Socialists

London
workers
join the
union

NEITHER THE pouring
rain nor the management
could deter the YS from
their picket of Drury Lane
Moat House hotel.

On arrival we entered
the hotel in groups and
blitzed it with leaflets ap-
pealing to the workforce to
join the union and to the
customers to boycott the
hotel.

One porter told us that
he was paid £100 for a
42-hour week including two
12-hour shifts. And the
porters are the best paid of
all the staff!

Once the word had
spread that we were out-
side, one chef marched out,
signed up for the union and
bought a Militant.

One of the bar staft gave
£5  for the Liverpool
strikers and invited us in for
a cup of tea in front of the
ninageress.

Once chambermaid asked
to be put in touch with her
union so that she could
complain about the condi-
tions. She said: "I pay 90p a
week union subs and I want
some action!”

The local Transport and
General Workers Union of-
ficial was very impressed
that we had initiated the
picket and with our bold
approach.

Now the union and the
LPYS are discussing a joint
campaign  to  unionise
young workers at McDo-
nalds

By a London LPYS
member

No immigration controls!

DESPITE ATROCIOUS
weather conditions. over 50
pcople. predominantly
Asian. attended a public
meeting organised by Leci-
cester East Labour Party
last weekend. It was part of
the party’'s divided families
campaign on behalf of the
victims of immigration con-
trols.

The meeting was ad-
dressed by Keith Vaz, the

‘Comrade
Social
Democrats’

RIGHT-WINGERS at La-
bour Party conference will
aecuse the victims of their
witch-hunts of disloyalty to

the Party.
But “Comrade Social
Democrats™, was how John

Lloyd. editor of the Labour
right New Statesman ad-
dressed a Fabian fringe
meeting at the SDP confe-
rence. That is the utter
contempt Lloyd feels for
Labour’s traditions. His
‘comrades’ in arms are the

local MP. and Dave Nellist
MP. who won applause
when he called for Labour
to totally oppose such con-
trols.

It was at the end of the
week  when Renukaben
Lakhani. an Asian woman
taking sanctuary in a Hindu
temple to avoid deporta-
tion. had been allowed by
the Home Office to stay
while applying for the right

SDP traitors who deserted
Labour in 1981.

Witch-hunting MP,
Austin Mitchell announced
he no longer knew what
the difference was between
social democracy.
democratic socialism and
socialism™. When one SDP
MP said to him “we all
agree on policies,” he
nodded agreement.

“We need the people
who left the Labour Party
in 1981, said Mitchell. He
is inviting them back un-
doubtedly to aid the witch-
hunting of socialists, and to
assist the attack on Party
policy.

By Richard Morgan, Port-
smouth South LPYS.

to live here permanently.

This reprieve is a tem-
porary victory. But the
campaign by the Asian
community and the local
Labour Party and MP must
continue so that it becomes
permanent.

Over 50 Militants and
Socialist Youths were sold.
By Don Finlay
Leicester East Labour
Party

Scottish
YTURC

demonstration
No to YTS
conscription
No to YTS
slave labour

Sat 3 October
Assemble: George
Sq, Glasgow.
10.00 am.

March to
Kelvingrove

Scab
Sun
backs
CPSA
right

THE RIGHT-WING
General Secretary of
the civil servants’
union, CPSA, has enl-
isted the support of the
scab Sun in the battle
to keep his union-
funded credit card and
car.

Ever since the Broad
Left-led National Exe-
cutive voted to take
these perks away, Ellis
has been publicly vilify-
ing us, especially our
Deputy General Secret-
ary, John Macreadie.

On Friday 18 Sep-
tember, an article in the
Sun extensively quoted
Ellis. It was by strike-
breaker, Carson Black,
an ex-NUJ chapel of-
ficial expelled from his
union for crossing the
Wapping picket-lines.

True to the standards
of CPSA’s right wing,
the article contained no-
thing but Sun-style per-
sonal abuse of leading
Militant supporters on
the National Executive.
“Qddball”, “Toughie”
and “*“Mr. Nasty™ are just
some of the terms of
abuse flung at us.

Outrage

You would look in vain
for any comment on our
work on behalf of CPSA
members.

They will be outraged
that Mr. Ellis should use his
press contacts. not to high-
light the poverty wages
paid in the Civil Service,
the gross understaffing and
the difficulties we face try-
ing to provide a public ser-
vice. or the increasing
harshness of the manage-
ment regime. but to attack
their clected representat-
1ves.

It is doubly outrageous
that he should chose to use
the scab Murdoch
newspapers for this attack.
What an affront to the
5500 workers and their
familics whose lives Mur-
doch wrecked when he
threw printing trade union-
ists onto the dole!

The Sun in particular has
a reputation for venomous
attacks on the labour move-
ment. At this very moment,
CPSA are suing the Sun for
an earlier libel against John
Macreadic.

Our members are sick
and tired of seeing right
wingers holding the union
up as a laughing stock in
the press. If union leaders
cannot use the press to deal
with members™ problems,

they should keep their
mouths shut.
CPSA members must

ram home to Mr. Ellis the
clear message that he is
paid to work with the NEC,
implememt its  decisions
and represent members’
concerns in public.

By Steve Dunk
(CPSA National Com-
mitte, personal capacity)
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the youth

IN A blatant display of poli-
tical victimisation a member
of Swansea LPYS has been
prevented from re-enroling for
his course at Ty Coch Further
Education College in Swan-
sea.

The Principal at the college
used the excuse of poor atten-
dance but it is seen by other
members of the Labour Club
as the latest step against him
since he played a leading role
in organising activity during
the National Union of Stu-
dents week of action last
year.

Natasha Hale, vice president
of the students union exp-
lained that “out of this day of
action came Ty Coch’s first
Labour Club.” The same stu-
dent “was physically attacked
in the canteen in front of
hundreds of students for his
part in organising a day of
action”

Students feel that the colle-
ge administration is treating
them like kids, particularly
since now the college authori-
ties have banned the sale of
sweets and crisps. This pro-
mpted canteen staff, worried
about possible redundancies if
sales in the canteen decline to
approach the students union.
Natasha explained: “We are
planning to mount a joint cam-
paign with the staff to make
sure that if anything, services
are expanded not cut.”

PAUL SMITH. an 18 vyear old
from Coventry South East, has
had to roam the country to find
work. When he joined Cheyle-
smore [PYS during the election
he was employed on a building
site over 100 miles away in
Weston Super Mare. He now
works as a milk deliverer waking at
2.30 am to start work at 3 am. six
days a week.

“When I joined the LPYS it was
because it was an organisation
where the members had the same
problems as me, where they were
fighting for the same things that I
wanted.

“The LPYS is the only real orga-
nisation where the collective voice
of youth can be heard and policies
and demands put forward in a
clear and realistic manner.

“Socialist Youth, the paper of
the LPYS, threatened with closure
by the Labour Party, is a link
between YS branches throughout
the country. It is a real paper
where the experiences of young
people and their struggle for de-
cent rights are reported without
distortion.

The immense problems already
faced by youth at the hands of the
Tories is enough to deal with,
must we now fight attacks from
within the Party itself in an attempt
to keep a fighting voice of protest
for the youth of Britain?”

Local LPYS bran €
the best fighters against

[ AM a college student. I left
school at 16 and have been at
college now for nearly two years.
I'm at college because I see no
prospects of getting a job and
want to help myself that little bit
extra, rather than walking the
streets.

[ am studying Community Care
and have been offered a full time
course next year. | have no choice
but to stay at college until I'm 18
because like many youngsters [
don’t want to join a YTS.

[ recently paid a visit to my local
job centre. | was astonished to see
a vacancy for a packer: packing
clothes into plastic bags and pre-
paring them to distribute to the
shops. The hours were 8.30am to
5.30pm five days a week wages—

£30! This is disgraceful and
degrading. it's no better than
YTS.

Youngsters should have the right
to a job when they leave school. If
not a job. then a proper training
course with better conditions. a
decent allowance and the pros-
pect of a job.

[ don't blame youngsters who
become disillusioned. I didn't see
a future either until | joined with
the Militant supporters. now | see
that something can be done.

By Elizabeth Young

Maryhill, Glasgow

IN THE PICTURE

ches regularly hold street meeting
the Tories.

s and activities, like t

In March this year the LP‘;iev
London school students against the
by the Inner London Education A
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eloped the spontaneous protests of

compulsory redeployment of teachers
uthority.

Fight back with the LPYS

sejouls anea Aq so3oud

Young Socalists campaigned for

MILITANT SUPPORTERS in
Mansfield LPYS have been hold-
ing paper sales at our local tech-
nical colleges during enrolment
week. 33 copies of Militant were
sold during this period, with many
students interested in forming a
Labour Club when term starts.

When comrades went to sell at
the enrolment for the Youth Train-
ing Scheme we thought we had
got the wrong time and place
because no one was about, but
when we double-checked we
found it was the correct place and
time.

This shows how little support
YTS now has, hence the Tories’
plans to make YTS compulsory for
unemployed school leavers.

The LPYS successfully defeated
the same proposals in 1985 with a
strike  of 250,000 school stu-
dents.

Mansfield LPYS are organising a
march and demonstration against
YTS ‘conscription” on Saturday 28
November. When youth know the
consequences of compulsory YTS
they won't accept it and will fight
back as in 1985. Thatcher be-
ware!

By Adele Williams and

Martin Benn

Mansfield LPYS

AFTER LEAVING school I was
‘lucky’ enocugh to go on a
Youth Training Scheme at a
local factory in Blyth. But after
a few weeks I've soon learned
the hard facts of working in a
sweat shop in Thatcher’s Bri-
tain.

My job is working on a sew-
ing machine stitching bags up
all day—it’s enough to drive
you up the wall. My total train-
ing was three weeks, now I do
42 hours a week before over-
time. That means I get up at
6.30, for the ‘pleasure’ of my
work [ come home with
£38.

If I didn’t have the lasses at
work to have a laugh with and
my smoke break I'd crack up.
I've joined the Labour Party
Young Socialists to fight back
against the system which puts
people like me in slave labour
with no prospects at 16.

That’s why I donated £10 to
the Militant fighting fund. It
means [ had to miss my Friday
night out with the lasses, but
that’s a small price to pay to
get rid of Thatcher.

By a member

LPYS

of Blyth

3.

Labour during the general election.
The most enthusiastic support
went to MPs who stood as ‘A
worker’s MP on a worker’s wage’.

THE LABOUR Party Young Socialists in action during the past year. Above are just a
few of the activities organised both locally and nationally by the LPYS.



appeal to conference

47 SURCHARGED and disqua-
lified Liverpool councillors, who
built homes, saved jobs and ex-
panded services, face a demand for
£4,000 a month from the District
Auditor.

Failure to pay could mean personal
bankruptcy. But the 47 are united in a
commitment to raise the money and
not let the Tories claim a victory.

One of the 47, Alan Fogg, makes
this urgent appeal to Labour Party
conference delegates:

‘ We are being fined because we
carried out Labour Party conference
policy. While other councils deserted
their posts, we stood firm.

Now it is up to conference delegates
who voted for that policy. and the
Labour Parties and unions they repre-

sent, to find the money to pay these
fines. The movement owes us this
debt.

Everyone of us is worried about
bankruptcy. I live in a council housc,
so I suppose they can’t take that off
me. But all my furniture, three-piece
suite. television and video could be
confiscated.

Great distress

They could impose attachment of
carnings and deduct the fine from my
wages. If they do, there'd be no point
in going to work, as [ could be on less
than supplementary benefit.

It would cause great distress to my
family. As well as my wife, I also look
after my daughter and her young
son.

There's no doubt about it, there'll
be no mercy. This is a political bank-
ruptcy and the ruling class want to
make an example of us to warn other
Labour councils from going down the
same road.

Conference should also agree re-
trospective legislation to enable us to
stand for office again.

I have no regrets as to what we did.
Even if they take away my posses-
sions, they can’t take away the achie-
vements of the council of building
houses and creating jobs.

Rush donations, standing orders and
requests for speakers, and make
cheques payable to the Liverpool 47
Defence Fund, c¢/o MTCURC, Hardman
St. Liverpool. Standing orders to A/c
no 502 111 95 at the Co-operative Bank,
Liverpool Branch. Phone Alex Doswell
on 051 709 4398 or 051 427 3071.

Asbestos campaigners
slandered by right wing

DISGRACEFUL ALLE- Ken Unwin. one of nine and safety guidelines being officials about  asbestos
GATIONS  have been who are threatened with adhered to. (See last removal.

made by a right-wing La-
bour councillor against a
tenants’ lcader who has set
up an Asbestos Monitoring
Group in Winsford, Che-
shire.

expulsion from the Labour
Party for supporting Mili-
tant, discovered that deadly
asbestos was being ripped
from gas warm-air heating
units without proper health

week's Militant).

At a public meeting. te-
nants clected him and his
wife. Hilda, as their repre-
sentatives to liaise  with
Vale Royval councillors and

y

en and Hilda”Unwm.

< Left and Right

Keep it secret

MEMBERS OF the Union of Democra-
tic Miners (UDM) in Silverhill colliery
are not sure how ‘democratic’ it is.
The minutes of the UDM Council
Meeting held on 21 May contain the

following appeal:

“We, the Silverhill Branch, appeal
to Council to insist that the full resuit

admit the source, he said that he
“would be using Kinnock throughout
this campaign”.

It is well known that few Democrat
or Republican candidates have any
original ideas, but it says something
about the Labour Party leader that his

speeches and commercials can be

of all baliot votes held in this Section
are sent out to Branches. At present,

it seems the most secret thing about

UDM secret ballots is the result”.

Second-hand speeches

JOE BIDEN, would-be Democratic Par-
ty American presidential candidate,
has been found to have lifted chunks
of other people’s speeches and TV
commercials for his own use.
Some of the extracts were stolen
from Neil Kinnock. When forced to

borrowed by a candidate of a big
business party like the Democrats.

Assault rewarded

THE TORY tabloids love to pontificate

about the need for tougher action
against violent criminais. Yet the man
who attacked Arthur Scargill with a
snooker cue in Blackpoo! during the
TUC, found himself besieged by re-
porters from six papers, each offering
£500 for interviews and pictures.
Crime does pay when it is perpetrated
against militant trade unionists.

But the following cven-
ing at the Tory-controlled
council’s Environmental
Health Committee. Labour
councillor John O’Brien
accused Ken Unwin of sett-
ing up the Monitoring
Group as “a front for
members of the Militant
tendency to embarrass the
council™!

Tenants know that it
does not need Militant to
embarrass the council. who
are doing the job very well
themselves. by  scanda-
lously neglecting to protect
their tenants™ lives.

Guidelines

One Labour councillor
on the committec actually
had the nerve to ask Ken
Unwin at the public meet-
ing for a copy of his own
council’s asbestos policy
guidelines, because he had
never seen them before!

Worse still. a council of-
ficial is reported in the local
paper as claiming that their
tests showed no rational
explanation for the pres-
ence of asbestos waste in
the heating flue where it
was found by a couple on
the estate. Chief Housing
Officer, Rob Floyd is said
to have written that “the
circumstances in which the
asbestos found its way into
the flue are suspicious. I
can say no more”. Is he
implying that the asbestos
could have been planted.

Ken Unwin has been a
life-long socialist, proud
and open about his support
for Milirant. He has been a
leader of his local tenants’
association and four years
ago formed a Winsford As-
bestos  Action  Group,
which forced the council to
adopt a code of practice for
the safe removal of as-
bestos.

Now he is being sub-
jected to lies and abuse by
people who are trying to
expel him from the Labour
Party.

By a Militant reporter

25 September 1987 MILITANT 5

Liverpool councillors

Labour Party
Conference fringe
meeting
Support the
surcharged councillors.
Speakers:

Eric Heffer MP
Jock McPherson-Quinn
(surcharged Lambeth
councillor)

Tony Byrne, Harry
Smith (surcharged
Liverpool councillors)

Monday lunchtime. Curzon
Hotel, Cavendish Place (5
mins from conference centre)

Mirror’s belated
support for
council policies

THE DAILY Mirror is
trying to rewrite history.
Once it was foremost in
attacking Liverpool City
Council and Militant,
describing the leadership
of the council as ‘aliens’
and ‘maggots’. It de-
manded that Neil Kin-
nock expel the leadership
of the District Labour
Party.

Now it says “The only
criticism of the council
might be that it has tried to
do too much too fast—but it
desperately nexded do-
ing.”

The Mirror, owned by
millionaire  Maxwell and
keen supporter of Labour’s
right wing. has been fored
to recognise reality. Its 21
Sept issue carries a report
by Barry Wigmore extol-
ling the achievements of
the previous Labour admi-
nistration, undemocra-
tically removed from office
by Thatcher’'s appointed
District Auditor.

“Today™ he writes, “the
city is one vast building
sitc. Everywhere vou turn
there is the new beside the
vanishing old and ugly...
Since may 1983, nearly
22.000 flats. maisoncttes
and houses have been done
up or knocked down and
replaced™.

He is forced to agree
with Militant and the city
council leadership that the
Tory government have
robbed the city of £500
million and that the Urban
Regeneration Strategy has
transformed the city.

What the Mirror conve-

niently forgets to mention
is that the urban regenera-
tion came about as a result
of  Militant’s  campaign,
adopted by the District La-
bour Party, of taking on the
Tory government and—
demanding extra resources
—which it actually won in
1984.

[ronicaly even those in-
terviewed by the Mirror,
Vinny and Maureen
Brownless. were council
house tenants who gave in-
terviews to Militant years
ago. There is no escaping
the reality of Militant and
its support and influence.

Clearly the Mirror thinks
its readers are too stupid to
remember these events.
But their article will reawa-
ken the memory and more
importantly  raise  the
question—if the surcharged
councillors carried out such
policies, why can the pres-
ent administration not do
likewise? And why are the
disqualificd councillors
treated so shamefully by
their own party leaders,
who joined in the abuse and
vilification of the Liverpool
council?

Had they taken the
trouble to visit the city and
see the improvements rec-
orded in the Mirror, they
would be forced to rec-
ognise the brilliant achieve-
ments of the councillors for
which they have been fined
and disqualified, and in
some cases expelled from
the Labour Party.

By Dave Cotterill

Tony Mulhearn
answers slur

THE 47 disqualified coun-
cillors were incensed by a
letter in the Liverpool Echo
from the Labour Party’s
appointed full-time official
in Liverpool, Peter Kilfoy-
le. attacking Militant and
the 47 councillors” poli-
cies.

In a reply. onc of the 47,
Tony Mulhearn, noted that
the most striking feature of
Peter Kilfoyle's attack was
its similarity to the leader in
the same edition of the
Echo:

“Neither the FEcho nor
Mr Kilfoyle suggest what
alternative action should
have been taken by the last
council. Is he saying the
houses should not have
been built. that thousands
of workers should have
been sacked, or that social
services should have been
cut, or rents and rates dra-
matically incrcased?

“Mr Kilfoyle is an une-
lected official, paid by the
labour movement and im-

posed against the wishes of
the overwhelming majority
of Party members. He ap-
pears to have done little
else except bombard rank-
and-file members  with
letters telling them what
they cannot do. and push-
ing them out of the
decision-making process.

Electorate

“I might add also that the
frequent writing of letters
purporting to show how
bad Labour’s results are in
Liverpool is a most curious
activity for a Party official.
The clectorate of course
have proved the strength of
the 47’s policies by voting
Labour. Even the Echo was
forced to declarc after a
recent election vic-
tory...'No scouser could
have any doubt that they
were voting for Militant
supporters’. [ rest my
casc.”
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Supporters of

Ingaba Ya Basebenazi,

journal of the Marxist Workers Tendency
of the ANC send revolutionary greetings
to the 1987 Labour Party Conference.
We would like to thank all comrades who
have contributed to the memorial fund for
our murdered comrade lvin Malaza.

Asisoze sikulibale futhi siyoq-
hubeka njalo nomzabalazo

owawufela
(We will never forget you, we will never
give up the cause you died for).

¥ Forward to a socialist Labour
government

vv Build a mass ANC on a socialist
programme

w Forward to workers’ power,

democracy and socialism

Greetings from Marxists on the

LPYS Scottish
Regional

Committee

Don’t cut the age limit. Build a
mass socialist youth movement

Hucknall and Nottingham
Militant supporters

send fraternal greetings to the
1987 party conference.

Forward to a

daily paper!
Niddrie :
Craigmi"ar Edmburgh West
LPYS LPYS
Forward to the
Our banner first Marxist
stays red. on Edinburgh
Forward to district council
socialism
Govan Edinburgh
LPYS Central
outt ] Militant
ou needa a
Future supporters
Labour needs Forward to a
youth marxist Central

Build the LPYS CLP

Greetings from

Supporters of
Falcemartelio,

italian Marxist
paper

SITTINGBOURNE Exeter
Militant district

supporters Militant

soemiste mverewnere.  SUpporters

Forward to a mass
“Socialist Youth”
movement.

send fraternal
greetings to the
labour movement.

Labour

Conference

1987

ASTMS

Liverpool Shipping and
Freight branch no 618

calls on conference to give
full support to the 47
Liverpool Labour councillors
disqualified and surcharged
for carrying out party policy
and defending the people
of Liverpool from the Tory

Musseliburgh
Militant

supporters
Defend the
Marxist regional
councillor. No
attacks on Keith
Simpson for
standing by the
Labour manifesto

Birkenhead
Militant
supporters
say Forward to
more socialist
MPs with socialist
policies standing
on a worker's
wage

onslaught.
Kate

For an unconditional PZ%':S:,T’

reduction to 35 hours. No Wingate

sell out from Jordan. Jackle
Forward to a democratic Robson, Ted

accountable leadership! Watson
Forward to a socialist Walcame da-

labour movement! legates to

Militant supporters
in Pilton AEU branch

Southampton LPYS

say ‘90 per cent of labour
movement bodies can’t be wrong.

Implement the results of the youth

consultation.”

[Teowu 1/1347

'say Support our
brothers and sisters in
Walworth Road. No
redundancies. Say no
to closing down Labour
Weekly, Socialist Youth
and New Socialist

Defend the

Greetings

Li 1 47 from
IVernoo GMBATU
defend sc!:alist policies in’ 200 branch
Liverpool and reinstate the leerppol
district Labour Party. cleansing

New Liverpool city department.
council Militant

"“Support

Brighton 1987.
No expulsions!
No sackings!
No backing

down on social-
ist policies!

Moulsecoomb
ward (Brighton
Kemptown
Labour Party)
welcomes de-
legates to
Brighton. No
to closure of
Labour Weekly
and Socialist
Youth. No
redundancies
at Walworth
Road

Tenantry
branch of
Brighton
Labour Party
welcomes
delegates to
party
conference.
No
expulsions!
No redun-
dancies! For
socialist
policies

the
supporters Liverpool
47"
Pilton/ Coxford Labour Party
Muirhouse sends fraternal greetings to all
Labour Party  the socialist delegates at the
say No to Brighton Labour Party

witch hunts

conference

Bow and
Poplar
LPYS

say At
Brighton turn
the tide back.
Organise the

fightback.
Read Militant



Slave conditions in the fas

“IF YOU TRY to start a
union here the boss
will kill you, you cer-
tainly won't have a job
any longer,” everyone
said when | first raised
the question of union
organisation at the
fast food shop where |
work.

By a fast food worker

This multinational busi-
ness has a very high turn
over of both product and
staff; it invests as little as
possible. Their wages arc
not onc penny over the
absolute legal minimum in
the catering industry.

There arc no paid holi-
days in vour first twelve
months but very few people
last onc month let alone
twelve. For the first week
of illness you get no sick
pay. after that vou get half
pay for six weeks.

That is if you don’t get
sacked the first day you
take off. The shop often
operates  with  cveryone
having severe stomach bugs
or the flu betause you can’t
afford to lose your job.

But picking up an illness
is only one of the risks
customers take in  our
shops. The chicken we sell
has quite often gone off and
smells badly but if we com-
plain we are told we are
paid to do as we arc told. to
wash the chicken and sell it.
If other products are out of
date they change the labels
until they look or smell too
unappetising.

Health and safety regula-
tions arc totally  disre-
garded. When I cut myself 1
was told not to use any
plasters in the very basic
first aid kit. They were the-
re for the Health and Safety
inspectors and it cost too
much to replace them if we
actually uscd them!

One day a cooker full of
boiling oil caught fire but
there had never been even
basic training or firc drill.
Onc lad talked of pouring
water on it. I went for the
firc extinguisher, getting
very close to the fire and
inhaling fumes.

To my horror. I found it
was empty. We found out
later it had been empty for
a ycar—another attempt to

save money.

We borrowed an extingu-
isher and risked our lives
putting the fire out but the
manager didn’t thank us:
he accused us of starting
the fire, which turned out
to be duc to worn machin-
cry. The only thing he was
pleased about was that we
didn’t call in the firc bri-
gade who might have
charged for the service.

Staff often get no days
off in four or five months
and work scveral eighteen
hour shifts a week; other
shifts are ninc hours. You
work in dizzying heat
(rarcly below 110 degrees
in the summer) and on your
feet the whole time. You
can be sacked if you are not
on the counter within thirty
seconds of a customer ent-
ering the shop.

“We work in
an atmosphere
of fear, of the
sack, of verbal
abuse and vio-
lence.”

In between serving we
have to mop floors. scrub
walls and counters. swecp
the pavements outside and
clean out oil and grease
filled machines. And we
have to smile all the time.
A “mystery shopper™ i.c. a
company spy. shopped me
the other day for not smi-
ling.

We work in an atmos-
phere of fecar—of the sack
and of a constant barrage of
verbal abuse. We also get
physical violence if we
stand up for ourselves. If
we object to being treated
like animals. the manager
will lose his temper and
slap us round the face or
throw us across the
kitchen.

If you want to report this
to the police or the compa-
ny vou nced other people
to act as witnesses and
people are too scared to
come forward.

We get insults and
sexually  oriented  com-
ments from customers too,
particularly after they have
been at the pub or night
club. We accept as normal
spending ten minutes trying
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Service with a smile?
t food trade

Demonstration against low pay in Manchester. Trade Union

strength can stop slave labour.

to coax a bottle out of the
hands of a threatening

drunk, before he hits us
with it.
We accept as normal

having half eaten chicken
bones thrown at us or
mopping up blood from the
floor. It didn't even

surprises me when I got
stabbed by a customer. I
just felt lucky I wasn’t more
seriously hurt.

We have video cameras
there for our ‘protection’
but these are used far more
to check up on us to see if
we take a break and to

S at

Price 50p

Available from: Ann
Bannister, 55 Lunt Rd.,
Bootle, Merseyside, L20
5EZ.

check no money goes,
which is tempting when just
one standard meal, served
in onc minute. costs more
than we get paid an
hour!

At the end of one shift.
somc money was allegedly
missing. The police were
called and we all had to
endure the humiliating or-
deal of strip searching for
the sake of £7. Nothing was
found but the money was
taken from our wage pack-
cts anyway.

Nearly all the workers
here have now joined a
union despite their initial
fears: only one is still too
frightened. Workers in our
industry, mainly women
workers and youth, can
only change conditions by

joining together against
exploitation.

BUSINESS
AS USUAL

Miiitant supplement
Business as Usual avail-
able for your local
seller. Price 10p

Joining a union is only
the first step on a road that
at present scems uphill all
the way. We nced the back-
ing of trades councils.
union officials and leaders.
The TGWU's campaign to
recruit low paid workers is
a big step forward. But it is
not just a question of full
time rights for full time
workers.

Workers in our industry
know only too well that the
main fight is to take basic
rights for every worker in
an industry where at the
moment they exist  for
none.

Our fight is only just
beginning but with the right
leadership we could show
all workers the organisation
and determination we all
need and the future could
be ours.

Area Received % of target achieved Targeﬂ
1 [Wales 1761 4850
2 | London 1640 9400
3 | Eastern 477 3050
4 1 South East 348 2250
5 | East Midlands 441 3250
6 | Northern 553 4600
7 | Southern n 3100
8 | West Midlands 432 4850
9 | Yorkshire 773 8450
10 | South West 124 1900
11 | Manchester 245 4050
12 | Scotland West 197 3500
13 | Scotland East 133 2800
14 | Merseyside 263 7500
15 | National 2189 6950

| Total

| B27] B T T T T T T TTTTTTTTT1] [

d Finance

LOW PAID hotel worker
Andy Bunn from Humber-
side has shown the same
determination to fight as
the poverty wage workers
mentioned above. He has
sent £50 to the Militant
fighting fund.

( " We appeal to delegates
at Labour Party conference
and especially to all new
readers, to match this sa-
crifice and help build our
paper.

Last week hundreds of
workers, students and
unemployed gave much
needed cash to help fight
back against the Tories.
Readers in the Stoke area
collected £101 and £45
came in through collecting
tins and extras for papers
in Liverpool Broadgreen.

the fig

Our sights are now on
raising the £60,000 we
need in the last six weeks
of the quarter. Unlike
Labour's official fun-
draisers who have left the
party almost £1 million in

the red, our main target’

won't be the “Citroen-
driving vegetarian, terry to-
weiled bath-robed Ob-
server reading yuppies”
Labour's marketing
manager aimed for.
We're not prejudiced
against money from vege-
tarians or Citroen drivers
but we need the support of
every reader. Regular
donations and collections
amongst your workmates
or on your estate, going
door to door selling Mili-
tant and taking appeal

t back

sheets. will build support
for a workers’' paper.

It’s easy to raise fighting
fund. Over £20 was raised
outside a London cinema
showing Business as usual
by sellers asking for the £1.
solidarity price.

Fighting fund should be
part of the sales drive. Be
bold in asking for cash and
always carry a rattling tin
and appeal sheets on ev-
ery sale. Organise a fun-
draising social like the
video night in Battersea
which raised £36 and the
barbecue in Dover (£14).
But first prize for mould
breaking audacity goes to
the comrade in Portsmouth
who raised £10 around the
SDP conference!
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Knowsley

NALGO

greet all
conference
delegates.
End the witch
hunt. Fight
privatisation
of local
authority
services.

West of
Scotland
Broad Left
CPSA
members

Fraternal greetings to
all socialists
Congratulations to
John Macreadie
(DGS CPSA) on
his election
Support the
Broad Left
-the members’
choice

Littlehamption
branch 1/874

Don’t let them
evict trade
unions from

selecting MPs.

Socialism can
give us a
bright future
Stop the
denigration and
start
popularisation

Friends of
Militant in
Arundel CLP

Shell
Workers for
Militant

say build links
with South African
workers.

Keep Labour
socialist.
Explain socialist
policies
and win votes.
Fudge policies
and you lose
votes.

Arun
District
Trades
Council.

Mansfield

greet conference

West Glamorgan
Militant
supporters
demand socialist

policies not ‘social
democracy’

LPYS

delegates. Maidstone and
No Mid Kent
" e Militant
SOCIa.'lsml supporters
no v|ctory say socialist policies
win votes.

Vote for a workers’

MP on a worker’s

wage.

Militant supporters
on the
National Committee
of Labour Women

Women’s emancipation
and socialism are
inseparable.

The Labour and Trade
Union Group

sends fraternal greetings to Labour
Party conference delegates and
visitors.

Support the LTUG candidates in
the West Belfast council by
elections on 22 October.

Build a mass socialist
Labour Party based on
the trade unions in
Northern Ireland.

Militant supporters on

Liverpool Labour

Womens Council
Socialist greetings to all
delegates.

Fight to defend patients’
rights and workers’ jobs.
Save the NHS. Take the
right medicine...socialist

policies.

Militant
CHESTER | supporters
on the
North West
Militant Labour
supporters Women’s
_ Committee
say campaign for a democratic
on policies not Labour Women's
personalities. Organisation.

Further Education
Labour Students
No to compulsory
YTS!

We demand a
future!

Supporters of Militant
newspaper in

Nigeria

send solidarity to Labour activists at

conference.
The election of three Marxists on
socialist programmes and as workers’
MPs on workers’ wages shows that
Labour could win nationally on a
socialist programme. Activists should
keep up the struggle to protect Clause
4 calling for nationalisation of the
means of production.

Conference
greetings from

Woolton Ward

Newcastle Militant
Central supporters say
and “Support the
magnificent 47
Jesmond councillors and
Labour defend

socialism.”’

Party

* £35 a week minimum grant

OR

* A real job with proper wages
Greetings from the FELS NC and Collette Williams

FELS member on the NUS executive. Fighting for a

socialist leadership

DNS Clasgow
Broad Left

offer fraternal greetings to all socialists in

the labour and trade union movement

The fight against the Tories continues.
No more cuts.

We support the campaign for CPSA to
affiliate to the Labour Party.

Fight the Tories!

No expulsion of socialists.!

Militant supporters in the
National Savings Bank (Glasgow)

offer fraternal greetings to all socialists in the

labour and trade union movement.

No witch hunts!

Fight the Tories!

Build the Labour Party!
Join the Broad Left

in CPSA

Right
threaten
local
parties

THE NORTHERN region
Labour Party conference
last weekend decided to put
out to the constituency La-
bour parties (CLPs) pro-
posals by Labour’s right to
fundamentally weaken the
influence of CLPs and the
active members.

A discussion document
sct out a number of recom-
mendations for Party orga-
nisation in the region which
if accepted here could be
the basis for a new less
demecratic national Party
structure.

These suggestions, sup-
posedly the result of a con-
sensus of opinions in the
region’s labour movement
had vielded a mere ten
replies (only three from
CLPs) from more than 100
organisations affiliated to
the Party.

The right wing's pro-
posals included the
establishment of a regional
consititutional  committee
(with powers of expulsion)
backed up by “teams of
specially  designated  full
time  officers  operating
tfrom Walworth Road™.

The right wing also want
to introduce regional repre-
sentation on the NEC. thus
undermining the influence
of CLPs. At the same time.
all CLP motions to the
NEC would first have to be
approved by the regional
party.

These plans will go round
the CLPs before going to
conference in March TYSN
Socialists will fight hard to
keep democratic rights tfor
the constituencies.

By a Militant reporter

Labour
staff
strike

STAFF AT Labour’s head
office in Walworth Road
struck on 22 September in
protest at national executive
plans which entail 40 redun-
dancies.

Labour’s general secret-
ary Larry Whitty's pro-
posals for the closure of
Labour Weekly, Socialist
Youth and New Socialist
have been accepted by the
NEC.

Closure of these papers
would end a vital source of
news, information and ideas
for party members. But the
right wing seem to fear free
discussion and want to shut
down the papers in favour
of a glossy leadership ma-
gazine Labour Party
News.

Staff unions have pre-
pared an alternative budget
showing the possibility of a
surplus next vear and will
be iobbying the NEC meet-
ing before the conference.

Leading Labour Party
Young Socialists members
Linda Douglas and John
Ellen presented a resolution
of support from the LPYS
to James Tait, the secretary
of the head office TGWU
branch on the picket line on
22 September.



THE LABOUR Party at pres-
ent appears lost in a fog of new
right wing ideas and fancies—
in reality the old, discredited
ideas of Gaitskell, Roy Jenkins
and others in the past.

By John Pickard

But the social basis for these
ideas: an expanding capitalist
svstem, capable of affording re-
forms and advances in living stan-
dards. no longer exists. The real
“middle ground™ in society exists
only in the minds of Labour
right-wingers and other
dreamers.

Many Labour Party members
are perplexed and dismayed at
this shift to the right in the Party.
in parallel to the moves taking
place at the top of the TUC.

At the TUC conference the
issue of no strike deals was deli-
berately  fudged. allowing the
leaders of the EETPU to laugh in
the face of the decisions and
traditions of trade unionism.

The Tory press have com-
mented on the alleged decline in
the influence of the trade unions.
as a result of the fall in member-
ship by 3 million, and this analysis
has been accepted lock. stock and
barrel by the TUC leaders. So
much so. that the union tops have
launched another phase of “new
realism™. offering potential rec-
ruits no more than old-fashioned
friendly society benefits in the
place of union solidarity.

The Labour leadership have
drawn all the wrong conclusions
from the election defeat. It was
the second worst defeat in mo-
dern times, but they still cling to
the illusion that the slick packag-
ing and presentation was a suc-
cess. But all the gloss could not
disguise the fact that Labour of-
fered no real alternative. either to
workers in jobs. or to those on the
dole.

In particular, Labour failed to
attract those workers in private
industry, and workers in the
South of England, who have
managed in the last two years to
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hold their heads above water or
even increase their living stan-
dards to a small extent. Among
these and other skilled workers.
there was a swing away from
Labour to the Tories.

Rather than issue warnings
about an inevitable recession in
1988 or 1989. which will under-
mine the precarious living stan-
dards of all workers. Labour of-
fered...tax increases. Now, three
months later. the Labour leader-
ship has belatedly realised that
the “vote for me and I will
increasc your taxes’ policy was a
disaster.

Nor did Labour offer much
hope for those workers in local
authorities struggling against cuts
and an increasing threat to their
jobs. The Labour spokesman.
John Cunningham. explicitly
refused to give any commitment
to “bale out™ local authorities, or
to offer any way out of the finan-
cial straitjacket in which councils
find themselves.

Even Labour’s non-nuclear
defence policy managed to achie-
ve the worst of all worlds. With-
out explaining properly the com-
plete futility of Britain’s so-called
‘independent nuclear deterrent’
alongside the huge arsenals of the
superpowers, the Party was com-
mitted to transfer expenditure
from Trident to bankroll a big
increase in conventional wea-
pons. The main argument that
workers and youth have against
Trident—the enormous waste in
expenditure—was therefore
lost.

In contrast, wherever can-
didates put forward a fighting
socialist case. there was a large
swing to the Labour Party. If the
results of Bradford North,
Coventry South East, Liverpool

Broadgreen, and Southwark Ber-
mondsey had been achieved
throughout their respective re-
gions, there would today be a
majority Labour government.
These candidates explained the
relevance of full socialism to or-
dinary working people, and all
achieved marvellous results, to
which the Labour leadership and
the press have replied with a
deafening silence.

The Labour Party
failed to advocate
any perspective for
socialist change and
offered no way out
from the insecurity
of capitalism

The vote for Labour in Liver-
pool was especially significant
showing the enormous support
for the militant stand of the City
Council against the Tory govern-
ment. Although Labour’s support
hardened in its traditional heart-
lands of Scotland. Wales and the
North of England, these results
do not compare to the magnifi-
cent 57 per cent Labour vote in
Liverpool, where there was a
majority of Tory MPs up to
1964.

Unfortunately. the Labour Par-
ty failed to advance any perspect-
ive for socialist change and of-
fered no way out from the inse-
curity and instability of British
capitalism.

Now the leadership of the par-
ty, having lost the election with a
right-wing programme are trying
to recover the lost ground by
heaving the Labour Party even
further to the right. According to
their arguments the increase in
home ownership and share

ownership have been the main
reasons for the Tories’ success.
and therefore the Labour Party
has .to garner votes from these
new ‘‘upwardly-mobile” share-
OWNers.

George Catchpole, Labour’s
Eastern  Region  Organiser.
summed up this new philosophy
by saying that the Party “‘must
find ways of appealing to the
person who had bought his coun-
cil house, owned a car and had
£500 of shares in former nationa-
lised industries.”

Neil Kinnock has made similar
comments about a supposed
decline in “collectivism™, and the
need for Labour to be the *‘party
of the individual.” It seems there
is no limit to the “Yuppie' counter
revolution in the Party. Election
mastermind Brvan Gould. talks
about a ‘‘champagne party” and
Sam McCluskie echoes the Tory
arguments about “‘remote and un-

popular state-owned monopo-
lies™.
Nigel Lawson last week

boasted that the trade unions
were in an historic decline, with
almost as many shareholders—
around 9 million—as trade union
members. The Labour leaders
have no reply to this argument
and, in fact. agree with it. But
what is the reality?

Having mortgages makes no
fundamental difference to the
political outlook of workers. nor
their willingness to struggle when
their livelihoods are in danger.
There are many solid Labour
constituencies where there are a
majority of home-owners. In
Rhondda where Labour has a
colossal majority, there is a
majority of owner-occupiers. The
70 per cent owner-occupation in
Liverpool Broadgreen did not

prevent a 49 per cent vote for the
Labour Party, despite the media
campaign against the alleged ‘ex-
tremist’ candidate Terry Fields.
Probably the big majority of
workers involved in key national
strikes in the last few years: mi-
ners, printers, teachers, would
have been owner-occupiers.

The same argument applies to
share ownership. According to
the Financial Times, there is a
“natural” limit to share owner-
ship—around  11-12  million
people—beyond which it is un-
likely to spread. This represents a
minority of voters.

But even this overlooks the fact
that for the big majority of share-
owners, their ‘wealth’ consists of
a handful of shares, which would
be unlikely to alter their life-style
very much, if at all. For most
share-owners, their holding is no
more than a ‘nest-cgg’ for a
rainy day.

Labour  Research  recently
published figures to show that the
Tories’ privatisation measures
have concentrated the big major-
ity of new shares in the hands of
the City institutions. especially
the pension funds. The total
number of share applications for
all the Tory sell-offs was 9.5
million. but the latest figures
show the total number reduced to
5.5 million, as successful appli-
cants quickly sold their shares at a
profit.

Only three months after the
share issue, 99 per cent of all BA
shareholders (those with less than
10,000 shares) held only 16 per
cent of the shares. About 80
shareholders (with one million or
more each) held over 50 per cent
of the shares.

Continued over page
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The distribution
of shares to BT
workers  clearly
had little impact
on their con-
sciousness. It did not prevent the
BT strike earlier this year. or
stem the anger of NCU members
when they thought their leader-
ship had let them down. Only
months after the election of John
Golding as the ‘moderate’ general
secretary. the engineering and
white collar sections of the union
both voted no confidence in him.

Nevertheless. the Labour lea-
dership is determined to push the
Party to the right. disguising the
fact by dressing it up as a ‘review’
of Party policy. The policy of
renationalisation of hived-off in-
dustries will be dumped. along
with opposition to council house
sales. and any other remnants of
radical policies. Extreme right
wingers. like AEU's Bill Jordan.
have made it ciear that they will
also want a reversal of the non-
nuclear defence policy.

The plans of the right wing
leave no place for an active and
critical rank and file. Thev really
believe elections are won by TV
and media presentation. and not
by the hard slog of hundreds of
thousands of Party members.

Labour’s grass roots are. for
them. so much unnecessary bagg-
age which can be dumped at the
first opportunity. This explains
the welter of “discussion docu-
ments” and proposals for altering
the constitution. of which the
by-passing of the local Party gen-
eral committees for the selection
of Parliamentary candidates is
only one feature.

Labour Weekly and New
Socialist. through which the La-
bour Party membership were able
to voice. however muted. their
own views. are being ditched and
replaced by a mailed news-
letter—Labour  Party  News—
which is an uncritical mouthpiece
of the leadership. It has been
suggested that the Labour Party
conference itself may be changed
into something more like a rally
for the leader and the shadow
cabinet. limiting resolutions and
debate to set topics. like Tory
conference.

The biggest attack has been
launched on the Young Socialists.
the most vibrant and active part
of the Labour Party. but a source
of embarrassment because of its
advocacy of beld socialist poli-
cies. In the guise of a “consulta-
tion” (the results of which have
been blatantly ignored. anyway)
the leadership are determined to
stiffe the Young Socialists by
reducing the age limit. abolishing
its regional structures and. next
vear. if they can get awayv with it.

abolishing the national confe-
rence.
In  addition. the LPYS

newspaper. Socialist Youth. has
been axed on spurious financial
grounds. although it has broken
even for the last two vears.

One of the most notable fea-
tures of Labour’s shift to the right
is the collapse of the “lefts’. with
only a few exceptions. The Tri-
bune newspaper. for example.
formerly left-wing. gives almost
uncritical support to the right
wing moves. Like-wise. the La-
bour Co-ordinating Committee.
now “co-ordinates™ little more
than a “left” smoke-screen. At
the centre of the Party leadership
is a ‘new right’. Brian Gould is on
both the LCC and the -old right’
Forward Labour slates for the
NEC.

Some of those in the leadership
most determined to witch hunt
the  Marxists and attack the

Young Socialists are ex-left
wingers like Tom Sawver of
NUPE.

The continued witch hunts

against the left and the movement
of the party to the right have
caused a decline in membership
of 26.000 in the three years up to
the end of 1986. More members
are likely to have been lost this
year. This is an indication that the
shift to the right at the top is
completely out of tune with the
aspirations of the majority of the
rank and file.

But whatever mayv be the
wishes of the tops of the Party.
their move to the right will be
overtaken by events. The post-
election mood. followed imme-
diately by the summer period in
which labour movement meetings
do not take place. give a comp-
letely false picture of the months
and vears ahcad.

After the Tories™ victory in
1983. the press and TV pumped
out the same arguments about the
“share-owning and house-owning
democracy™. There were even
TV programmes. in late 1983,
specifically  arguing that young
miners owning homes and cars
were not likely to take part in
strikes. Within months the miners
launched the longest and most
ferocious industrial battle in mo-
dern history.

Similarly in France. after the
election of the right-wing Chirac
government. there was within
months the biggest explosion of
student unrest in almost 20 vears.
forcing the government into mak-
ing important concessions. and a
simultancous eruption of strikes
in the public sector.

Whatever the
victories of the

right wing at
this year’s
conference, these
will be tempor-
ary. They will be
reversed by the
workers in the
Party demanding
policies in their
interests

The policies  of
this Tory govern-
ment are a recipe
for social convul-
“sions, New
struggles will inevitably break out
in the public sector. in local au-
thorities. in the health service. in
education. the civil service and in
private industry.

Local authority workers and
those in public transport are al-
ready seething over threats to
their jobs and living standards.
Last month’s all-London bus
strike—the first for 30 vears—was
a protest against bus workers in
South London losing almost £30
per week. as well as having their
conditions made worse.

Despite the capitulation of alle-
gedly left wing councillors. now
prepared to sacrifice jobs rather
than face up to the Tories. local
authority workers are steeling
themselves for a titanic struggle
over coming budget cuts.

The votes of workers in the

NCU. and the CPSA show the
real mood developing in the
unions. Despite a mountain of

lies and distortions. the member-
ship of CPSA voted for a left
executive to lead a fightback on
wages. and for John Macreadic as
deputy general secretarv. Al
though an all-out strike of civil
servants was thwarted this vear,
because of the dissipation of ac-
tivity in a prolonged period of
partial strikes. the majority of
CPSA members understand that
the situation is no more than a
“stand-off”". a postponement of

a battle to come.

Even in private industry where
there has been a partial economic
recovery and where a number of
workers have managed to keep
up their real rates of pay. this has
only been achieved by a general
worsening of conditions, speed-
ups and the abandonment of
health and safety standards. But
the recovery itself will give new
confidence to workers in the via-
bility of their industries and in
their own strength and many sec-
tions will want to recover the
ground lost to their bosses in the
last cight vears of recession.

In any event. a new recession is
inevitable within the next two
vears or so. and with it will come
a new round of struggles over
jobs. closures and redundancies.
What illusions there are in the
economic ‘recovery’ will quickly
disappear and in their place will
come all the pent-up anger and
frustration bottled up at pres-
ent.

The bitter hostility to the Tory
government is nowhere more ap-
parent than among vouth.
Hundreds of thousands of voung
people will be conscripted onto
useless YTS and JTS schemes in
the future. with the threat of the
removal of their unemployvment
benefit to coerce them.

It was no Marxist. but ex-
Labour renegade Robert Kilroy-
Silk who wrote recently of “an
anti-police culture among many
of the young.™ He cited examples
of unreported riots even in towns
like Stroud in Gloucestershire.
Mansfield in  Nottinghamshire
and dozy Shrewsbury™ in Shrop-
shire. where police fought with
500 youth ""and were sprayed with
CS gas for their pains™. It was the
third time. he points out. that CS
gas has been used in disturbances
in Britain. ~and not once by the
police.”™ Nothing could better
sum up the boiling anger and the
alienation from the government
of millions of young people.

It will be the furious opposiiion
of workers and youth. gathering
in momentum and intensity in the
coming vears. that will confound
the theories of all those “vup-
pvists” and the "new right” inside
the Labour Party. The huge bal-
lot majorities in the major unions
confirming their affiliation to the
Labour Party are a testament to
the trade unions’ historic links to
the Labour Party.

Workers forced in the direction
of increased activity in their trade
union— and there will be tens of
thousands—will also find their
way into activity in the Labour
Party. The dcad-end and the
hopelessness of capitalism  will
become clear to millions. Real
socialist ideas will have a greater
relevancy than ever before to all
sections of the working class:
voung and old. men and women.
white and black. white collar or
blue collar.

Whatever may be the victories
of the right wing at this vear’s
Labour Party conference. and for
a period of time in the future.
these will be temporary. They will
be reversed by the workers who
will join the Labour Party in the
future. demanding changes and
policies  in their  interests.
However much the right wing try
to witch-hunt the supporters of
Militant and the Party vouth sec-
tion. it will prove impossible to
separate Marxism from the La-
bour Party.

Workers are not changed fun-
damentally by 4 mortgage or a
few dozen preference shares.
They will be forced by their own
bitter experiences to take hold of
the party they have and mould
from it the party they need. The
ideas of Marxism will become the
ideas of the whole movement.

Keep Labour soci
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democracy

LABOUR’S LEADERS are
hell bent on freeing Labour
MPs from any meaningful
accountability to the iocal Par-
ty members. Hand in hand
with the attempts to throw
overboard socialist policies,
the right wants to funda-
mentally alter the hard won
rights of Labour activists to
mandatory reselection over
their MPs.

By Davy Brown

Under  the  heading  “Party
Franchise” over 40 resolutions
and amendments are grouped to-
gether at the Conference. Even
the term ‘“party franchise’ is an
attempt to hide the right’s true
intent—to attack Party demo-
cracy. and they hope. mistakeniy.,
to sce off left wing candidates by
the less informed votes of the
inactive Party membership.

Currently selection and reselec-
tion of parhiamentary canididates
is  carricd through by the
democratically elected delegates
from union and Party branches
represented at the local Party
general committees.

But in their blind haste the
leadership could not even wait to
find a workable alternative
system.

Ncii Kinnock pushed for local
clectoral colleges rather than a
straight  one individual Party
member. one vote. in an attempt
to win the backing of the block
votes  of the wunions. Their
branches  would otherwise be
excluded from participation in the
sclection procedure. It is the iron
link with the unions and the
workplaces that gives Labour its
strength.

Complexity

But no-onc on the right could
devise any mechanism to tackle
the complexity of individual trade
unionists. who pay the political
levy and live in the appropriate
constituency. meeting together to
cast a proportion of votes equal to
the unions™ weight on the general
committees!

Kinnock. in private discussions
at the TUC. sounded out the
TGWU and G&M about dropp-
ing the clectoral college. and forc-
ing through a straight one
member, one vote. But delegates
at the TGWU conference had
only been convineed to go along
with changing the present system.
on the understanding that union
influence  would be  undimin-
ished.

At its 15 September meeting
the NEC confirmed its support
for "widening the franchise™ but
could not agree to recommend to
Conterence any of the specific
constitutional amendments
determining the method. Confe-
rence delegutes from the unions
and local parties now have the
opportunity to vote down all
amendments. and protect the
democratic rights of both  of
them.

The right to resclect Labour
MPs was not handed to the rank
and file by a lcadership wishing to
extend democracy™. Tt was fought
for. After the experience of the
1974 to 1979 Labour Government
the ranks of the movement were
determined  that never  again
would a Labour administration
bow the knee to the dictates of
big business.

The demand for accountability
and mandatory reselection of La-

Delegates at 1986 Labour Party conference—the right wing's proposals on
reselection are aimed at reducing the number of activists.

bour MPs won support as a means
of exerting pressure on a future
Labour government. But it was
only agreed after thorough
debate. including at a number of
Party conferences. and an elected
working party that produced two
reports. majority and minority.
Compare that to the feverish at-
tempts of today’s right to turn the
clock back.

The right to rese-
lect Labour MPs
was not handed
to the rank and
file by the leader-
ship. it was
fought for.

The leadership should be re-
minded that they have acted in
direct defiance of the 1986 Party
Conference. That decided
overwhelmingly that this issuc
was not to be discussed again
until after an election. Yet the
right’s consultation of affiliated
organisations began before 11
June.

The Party was consulted while
it was preparing and fighting the
general election. While the ranks
were dealing a death blow to the
SDP. some sections werc plann-
ing to revive the methods of
Owen and Williams within the
Party.

For it was the demand for
reselection that finally revealed
the true nature of the SDP
traitors in the Labour Party. They
left condemning the unwarranted
interference with the “divine right
of Labour MPs to their seats’.
which they had previously en-
joved. But on the way out it was
they who first raised the idea of
sclection by one member. one
Vote.

They banked on the unwar-
ranted interference of the capital-
ist press on the Party members
who do not attend meetings and
arc not involved in actively check-

ing their MP’s record.

With the present system. every
individual Labour Party member
and affiliated union member can
participate without exception or
hindrance in the reselection pro-
cedure through their own branch
or organisation. But full accoun-
tability is ensured through the
general committees which meet
monthly. hear their MP’s parlia-
mentary  reports and  carry
through the final selection confe-
rence.

The right on the NEC are
loudly proclaiming their commit-
ment to Party democracy. and
that is why they want to change
the reselection procedure. But
this is the NEC which has twice
undemocratically intervened to
impose parliamentary candidates
—on Knowsley North and Nottin-
gham East.

Now they are putting forward
other  constitutional  changes
which would mean that: 1. If the
sitting MP is not reselected they
have the right to appeal to the
NEC which can intervene to
reinstall them: 2. In an "emergen-
ey’ or in the interests of the
Labour Party’ the NEC can dis-
pense with the procedures: 3. Ina
by-clection the NEC or local con-
stituency  executive committee
will select the candidate. The
NEC can -advise’ the EC whom
they should put forward. 4. The
NEC will have the right to modity
the procedures that Conference
determines to select candidates.
and then get Conference to ratify
them afterwards.

The rights of Party members
are under threat. Conference
must not allow itself to be stam-
peded. It campaigned for the
present democratic system for the
reselection of MPs and it must not
allow it to be taken awav. The
Labour leaders must be told—
those who do the work. knock on
the doors and lick the envelopes.
and who are the Labour Party.
will fight to preserve their
democratic control over their par-
liamentary representatives.

Felicity
Dowling
lappeals to
conference

FELICITY DOWLING, one of
the heroic 47 surcharged Liver-
pool councillors, will be appealing
to Conference against her expul-
sion from the Party. In fact she
will be the last person able to
appeal directly to Conference on
expulsion. In a major attack on
Party  members’  democratic
rights, from now on appeals will
only be allowed to the National
Constitutional Committee. Mili-
tant spoke to Felicity.

*In fighting for the people of
Liverpool, I have been barred
from office, surcharged and now
face possible personal bankrupt-
cy. The councillors have been
slandered and abused by the Tory
press nationally and locally. And
now after 20 years' membership, I
face delegates at the Conference,
having been expelled by the
leaders of my own Party.

**A stream of lies and allega-
tions about intimidation and vio-
lence that were never substan-
tiated, were thrown at us. But no
such charges were ever put to us.
The real charges were to do with
the conduct of the District Labour
Party. These in turn, were never
taken on a legal technicality. All
that remained were charges relat-
ing to Militant. 1 was expelled for
my political beliefs and nothing
else.

**The charges were changed
time and again reducing from 27
separate charges to 3. At the time
concerned I was Secretary of
Liverpool District Labour Party,
involved in running a massive
campaign. I was also chair of the
full sub-committee on the council
in charge of re-organising Liver-
pool’s secondary schools, and the
councillor for a large council
estate with massive problems.

**The witch-hunters clearly be-
lieved at this time that I possessed
supernatural powers. They
accused me of working full time
for the Militant at the same time as
undertaking all these duties. This
charge itself was later dropped
when it was proved to be im-
possible. The remaining charges
were that an article had been
printed in my name in the Mersey
Militant, that I spoke at a Militant
public meeting and that I moved
an incriminating resolution in the
District Labour Party.

**All of the charges were nebu-
lous and boiled down to my poli-
tical views being unacceptable to
the NEC. Delegate should ask
themselves whether they want
their Party to stoop to deceit as the
basis for expulsions. And whether
the holding of Marxist views,
which have been present in the
Party since its very foundation,
sould be the final grounds and
final excuse for expulsion.”
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THE LABOUR Party Young

Socialists (I.PYS) are cam-
paigning hard to defend young
people from the Tories’ attacks.
But Labour’s youth now find
themselves under attack from
the Party leadership.

By Frances Curran
LPYS National
Executive rep, 1984-8€

The National Executive are
presenting  two  constitutional
amendments to Party conference.
They aim to destroy the LPYS. by
cutting their age limit from 25 to 22
vears and by abolishing their re-
gional structures.

The NEC claim these proposals
are to maximise Labour’s support
among young people. But how will
preventing vouth between 22 and
25 participating in Labour’s youth
section and the abolition of LPYS
regional conferences and commit-
tees help this task?

In fact. they will prevent Labour
winning support from young
people and deny LPYS member-
ship to young union activists.

Diana Jeuda. NEC representat-
ive from the shopworkers™ union.
USDAW. is guilty of breathtaking
hypocrisy. She voted for reducing
the LPYS’s age limit. but wrote in

Scottish
‘model’

excludes
youth

THE NEC want to model Re-
gional Youth Campaign Com-
mittees on the Scottish Youth

Campaigns Committee. But
this commitee’s “success™ is a
myth.

None of the youth from the
LPYS. Scottish Labour Students or
trade unions are allowed to vote.
Only the three Scottish Party Exe-
cutive members have a vote. The
union “youth™ are hand-picked ap-
pointees. Incredibly. the TGWU's
representative is a 40-vear old full-
time official and NUPE's a 30-year
old one!

The LPYS demands that union
reps are vouth. who are democra-

tically elected from their
unions.
Apart from organising Billy

Bragg concerts during the 1986
Edinburgh festival. this body has
talked much about campaigning
but done very little. During its
entire existence. this ‘model” has
not initiated a single campaign. It
did not even issue a leaflet during
the clection. Despite being tele-
vised discussing a campaign around
the Fowler Review. after the TV
lights went out it did nothing to
carry it out

The Scottish Youth Campaigns
Committee is simply being used as
a means of shackling the enthu-
siastic activity of the LPYS.

The LPYS welcomes the
establishment of Regional Cam-
paign Committees as an addition to
LPYS regional bodies. as long as
the trade unionists and students
are elected and accountable to
their organisations.

Without these democratic provi-
sos. they will merely be talking
shops like the Scottish ‘model .

The unions must develop na-
tional and regional youth struc-
turcs. as the TGWU is beginning
to. so as to involve the thousands
of voung workers who could be-
come activists in them and in
Labour’s vouth section.

Labour’s

Is this the sort of youth section the right-wing want? Jimmy Hill, Hugh
Gaitskill and other dignitaries make up the Labour Party Youth Commission

in 1959.

her union’s paper that the US-
DAW vouth section’s age limit
should stay at 26. because it would
have “difficulty in basing activity
on teenagers alone™.

Obviously. Jeuda and the right—
wing want to prevent voung trade
unionists being involved in the
Party’s vouth section.

Previously they claimed to be in
favour of it. But the involvement
of trade union youth in the Party’s
vouth structure. supported by the
LPYS for the past cleven years.

was used by Tom Sawver and
others as a red herring to cover up
wholesale attacks on the LPYS by
right-wing union leaders and the
NEC,

The way the NEC have ignored
their own consultation excrcise
into vouth structures confirms this.
An overwhelming 835 per cent re-
jected lowering the age limit. Yet
the NEC are "democratically’ back-
ing a proposal which got 0.5 per
cent support! How can Party
members have any confidence in

an NEC which treats their views

with such contempt?

The abolition of the LPYS re-
gions has even less support. The
vast  majority  of  submissions
backed democratically  elected
Youth Campaign Committees. as
an addition to. not a replacement
for. the LPYS Regional and Na-
tional Committecs.

The NEC argues that regional
LPYS structures be immediately
abolished. to be replaced by re-
gional campaign committees which
will not be set up tili some time in
1988! How. cor if. they are to be
elected is not even mentioned.

This proposal is a mixture of
bureaucratic planning and mali-
cious spite against the LPYS. It is
part of the right-wing's strategy to
close down regional Party offices
and tamper with the women’s sec-
tions and regional committees.

This over-centralisation must be
vehemently opposed by all Party
members.

Partv members can be proud of
the LPYS. who are planning a
campaign to force the Tories to
back down over YTS conscription.
as two previous campaigns have
succeeded in doing. The two con-
stitutional amendments must be
opposed by Party members and
trade unionists. whose support the
LPYS deserves.

No
reduction
of age
limit

350

For a
21 yr

limit
gge o For a
23 yr

Consultation
on LPYS age
limit ignhored

(Results of questionnaire sent to all affi-
liated organisations and Party branches.)

age limit

LABOUR PARTY staff demonstrate against threatened redundancies.
The cost of the NCC shows the misplaced priorities of Labour’s
officials. In the first year of its existence, a staggering £100,000 has
been spent on running it. On top of this a quarter of a million was
spent on the Liverpool inquiry and expulsions.
But now the Party claims to be in a dire financial crisis and wants to
sack workers at Walworth Road.

Is PR the way to win?

“FROM LABOUR’s point of
view, however, a commitment
to electoral reform means one
thing above all else. The party
would have to abandon all hope
of ever governing alone
again...Is it not a sad fact that
Labour’s greatest feasible am-
bition is to deny the Tories
outright victory next time?’’

By Andy Beadle

This is the miscrable pessimism
of Labour’s right. Peter Kellner.
formerly of the New Statesman has
embraced proportional representa-
tion. Ex-left. Robin Cook. also
now backs clectoral reform. And
there are a number of resolutions
on the agenda for Party Confe-
rence backing it.

Proportional representation is
presented as some major extension
ot democracy. The Thatcher gov-
ernment received 42 per cent of the
votes. but won 39 per cent of the
scats. Would it not be more
democratic for parties to be al-
lotted a number of seats more in
keeping with the votes they gain?

A supporter of electoral change
wrote in the Guardian: ~Our pres-
ent electoral system produces gov-
crnments which represent only a
minority of the clectorate™. Too
true—a tiny minority of bankers.
landlords and capitalists.

From the standpoint of the la-
bour movement. there are far
more important and menacing
threats to the full enjoyment of
workers™ democractic rights. than
the method of counting the votes.
What about the Tory monopoly of
the press. and the media? Who
voted for the owners of the big
capitalist monopolies who finance
the Tories? They wield more
power than any democratically
elected Labour government.

‘Spycatcher” Peter Wright has
exposed just how little democratic
control Labour ministers can cxert
over the security services. And the
same applies to thosc at the head
of the other arms of the capitalist
state—the police. army and judici-
ary.

What Labour needs is not elec-
toral change. but fighting socialist
policies that can inspire working
class voters. those in and out of

work. low paid and better paid.

Implicit in the support for PR is
coalitionism. or a minority Labour
government tolerated by other par-
ties. Either way it means a parlia-
mentary agrcement beween La-
bour and partics of capitalism.
inevitably on their terms. Perhaps
that explains the enthusiasm of
Kellner. an arch opponent ot
further nationalisation and full
blooded socialism. His plan is ~'to
cmbrace electoral reform and con-
struct a radical alliance with the
Liberals™. But now when the Al-
liance is in disarray. there could be
no better time to win away their
voters instead of even contemplat-
ing compromises with their leaders
or proportional representation.

Unfortunately  Arthur Scargill
also supports proportional repre-
sentation. But it involves if any-
thing erecting an extra difficulty
for Labour winning an outright
majority.

Armed with a real socialist pro-
gramme Labour could overcome
all the obstacles placed in its path.
and clear the way for the extension
and protection of full democracy.

Kicked
out for
being
socialist

LABOUR’S SUICIDE
tendency has further
pursued its witch-hunt
this year, oblivious to the
Party’s election defeat.

Militant supporters
have been left almost
alone in fighting them.
With a few honourable
exceptions, even the Par-
ty’s left have failed to

fight the right-wing
assault on Party mem-
bers’ democratic
rights.

Star Chamber

46 members have now
been expelled since 1983, six
in the last year. 19 cases are
waiting to be heard by the
Star Chamber of the Na-
tional Constitutional Com-
mittee (NCC). Another 40
cases which could lead to
expulsion are now being
pursued in different consti-
tuencies. 19 Party members
have injunctions stopping
their local parties from ex-
pelling them.

The introduction of the
NCC at last year's Party
conference was supposed to
give Party members a fairer
hearing. Militant warned at
the time that it would be-

come a Star Chamber,
rubber stamping expul-
sions. This has now been

confirmed.

Those who have attended
NCC hearings have been
confronted by dossiers of
malicious and fabricated
charges. The defendants
have not been allowed an
adequate chance to chal-
lenge them or cross examine
the witnesses for the prose-
cution. The NCC even has
the right to decide which
witnesses should be called
on a defendant’s behalf and
how long they can defend
themselves for.

A number of people have
been expelled in their ab-
sence despite giving legi-
timate reasons for not at-
tending hearings.

The witch-hunt has taken
on a more sinister character
over the last vear. Militant
supporters have been bea-
ten up. had photographs
taken of them selling Mili-
tant, and some have lost
their jobs.

In some constituencies,
spurred on by the behav-
iour of the Party leaders,
fanatical right-wingers have
tried to institute a reign of
terror in some areas.

It has only been the stern
resistance of the most com-
mitted fighters that has held
back the spread of a much
wider witch-hunt, accompa-
nying the removal of the
Party’s socialist principles.
The struggle to maintain
Labour as a socialist party
is also the battle to stop the
witch-hunt and to get rid of
the  witch-hunting  star
chambers.

By Ken Smith.



North Choriton LPYS
West LPYS | The youth will
Regional need a fighting
Committee socialist lead!
Militant
Supporters | \WITHINGTON
Labour needs LPYS
a fighting,
demogchatic, Forward to
333'3:;5* socialism!
movement
ECCLES
LABOUR Labour councils
must fight Tory
PARTY cuts! Socialist
MILITANT greetings from

SUPPORTERS  panchester
say keep

Labour Labour
socialist We omens
Council

will win!

Fielden Park College
Labour Club

Fight YTS conscription! For a
living grant for all FE students!

You can expel individuals,
but you can’t expel ideas

BLACKBURN
MILITANT
SUPPORTERS

Still fighting for a party committed to
socialist policies

CHILE SOCIALIST
DEFENCE
CAMPAIGN

Smash Pinochet! For a socialist
Chile and a socialist world
Forward to workers’
internationalism!

For details contact: CSDC sec. | Sevastio PO
Box 448 Emma Street, Bethnal Green, Lon-
don E2 1AA

STOKE CENTRAL
LPYS

Stop Thatcher!
Youth Get Organised
Forward to Socialism!

COVENTRY
YOUTH

say bring back
the Red Flag!

USDAW

London
Metropolitan
Branch

sends greetings to all

delegates
Fight the Tories’
immigration laws!

"Greetings to Labour Party
conference

SMASH ZIA

for a socialist Pakistan
The Struggle

voice of socialist forces in the Pakistan

People’s Party and labour movement

Contact: Box 46 136 Kingsland High Street
London E8

Southern
African
Labour
Education
Project
sends fraternal greetings to the delegates
and visitors at the British Labour Party
Conference
* Campaign to release Moses Mayekiso
and all political detainees
* Support workers’ self defence in their
struggle against vigilantes, Inkatha, and
the State
* Workers’ sanctions to defeat the South
African bosses

West Wales ¢, c00 LPYS
Militant .
This far and no
Supporters further!

Kick out the
Tories—not the
socialists!

Fight the Tories not

the socialists

NATIONAL
MINERS’
BROAD LEFT

call on all confe-
rence delegates to
stand by socialist
traditions of the
movement
Reject ‘new realism’
Support workers in
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East London workers

unite against Tory cuts
and privatisation

* No cuts in jobs or
services

* No privatisation

* No rate or rent
increases to
compensate for Tory
cuts

* For a genuine level
of services based on
need

* Trade union and
labour movement unity
to beat off Tory
attacks

. From Militant supporters in
Newham, Barking, liford,
Havering, Dagenham

Glasgow District Council
Militant Supporters

Defend local
government
Stop privatisation!
Socialist polices now!

WITHINGTON Garston
Militant
Supporters CLP
Revolutionary Militant
greetings from
Manchester supporters
Bromsgrove Defend jobs
Militant al:td
Supporters services!
Defend Bill Murray Support the
Defend socialism! 47!

Militant Supporters
in SE Coventry
Labour Party

send fraternal greetings for
socialist policies mass cam-
paigning and a fighting

struggle leadership!
Southampton
No more Fraternal Glasgow Militant
witch hunts! greetings from Shettieston Supporters
Forward.toa | BRISTOL | CLP Militant |
Labour WEST supporters 9
government LPYS From the e i‘:f ta
Macclesfield struggles of the Lazoc a::s
bt Defend Party past we will our Party
Militant democracy | build, the future! ':,? "dfp3§f
 list -
supporters | Forward to | | POCENEW | Hands off
socialism democracy!
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Australian Labor government

Hawke surrenders to

the millionaires

IT IS ironic that, precisely as
the most glaring evidence
emerges of the bankruptcy
of private ownership (see
Miners strike against jobs
butchery), Bob Hawke and
Minister Bob Hawke and
Labor’s right-wing leaders
are pressing for a round of
Thatcherite privatisation.

By Laurence Coates

The calil to sell off Telecom,
Australian Airlines and Qantas
was first raised by the busi-
ness journal, Financial Review,
within days of Hawke's re-
election. But this surrender to
big business pressure has
sparked the fiercest row inside
the Labor Party and the unions
seen in five years of Labor
government.

Every state Labor Party has
unanimously rejected the pro-
posals. Even supporters of the
Prime Minister's own mis-
named ‘Labor Unity’ faction
have lined up in opposition.

The trade union federation
ACTU has for the first time
declared outright opposition
to Hawke at its Annual Confe-
rence.

Unfortunately, despite this
mood among the rank and file,
leading left-wingers have not
been prepared to mount a se-
rious campaign of opposition.
tion.

Their ‘strategy’ has been to
entrust the anti-privatisation
campaign to the right-wing
ACTU leaders, supporting their
efforts to ‘lobby’ Hawke rather
than to mobilise the

HE MONTH after
I Thatcher’s  victory  in
Britain, Labor won its third

successive
Australia.

election in

By Tony Cross

The Australian Labor Party
prided itself on its slick campaign.
Party leader, Bob Hawke,
avoided what he called
“irresponsible promises’.

The British Labour right-wing
may try to glean some comfort
from the Australian result. But
the record of the Australian
leadership in office tells a
different story.

Capitalists  throughout the
world comment with glee on the
Labor government’s readiness to
kow-tow to big  business.
Especially Prime Minister Hawke
and Treasurer (the equivalent of
Britain’s Chancellor of the
Exchequer) Paul Keating have
won their applause.

Journalist John Pilger recently
revealed how Hawke started
building close personal links with
top bosses when he was supposed
to be representing workers at the
head of the Australian TUC.
Hawke brags about his wealthy
“mates”. British workers would
be shocked to learn who they
are.

Most notorious is none other
than Rupert Murdoch.
Murdoch’s Australian papers had
campaigned against the carlier
Labor government of Gough
Whitlam, which was toppled in
1975 in a constitutional coup by
the Governor General, the

Bob

Australian Prime Minister
Hawke.

members.
The flaws in this position are
already emerging. ACTU

leader Simon Crean (himself
now a director of Qantas) is
beginning to backtrack. They
now accept the need to “at-
tract private capital into the
public sector”, and support a
“minority shareholding” for
private speculators.

This somersault, just weeks
after the ACTU conference
decision, will provoke enor-
mous anger in the unions and
the party.

Young Labor's New South
Wales conference last month
unanimously resolved to or-
ganise a meeting open to all
party members to protest
against the Hawke proposais.

.The YL leadership subse-
quently refused to act on this
resolution. But already sec-
tions of youth are taking their
own initiatives to implement
the resolution, and showing
how the rank and file can be
mobilised to stop the right
wing.

Minister

Former Labor Prime

Gough Whitlam.

Queen’s representative in Austra-
lia. Shortly afterwards. Hawke
had a secret meeting with Mur-
doch and laid the basis for their
future collaboration.

British printers sacked by
Murdoch would be further
outraged to hear of another of
Hawke's associates: Sir Peter
Abeles, owner of TNT, the
transport firm that carried scab
newspapers through their
picket-lines every night, and
helped to defeat the unions at
Wapping.

Other dubious friends of
Hawke are broadcasting tycoon
Kerry Packer, and the man who
bought his television network,

Alan Bond. Bond recently
bought up most of Australia’s
gold-mines.

Pilger reports that even Packer
was embarrassed that Hawke was
*so damned deferential in public”
at a recent ‘Businessman of the
Year’ beano.

One of the reasons Hawke

& 3 M oy

‘Let’s stick together’ was Labor’s election slogan. Hawke has stuck close
to millionaires like Rupert Murdoch.

MOST WORRYING of all the
revelations about Hawke are
the contents of a leaked CIA
document.

It says that Hawke was in-
volved in the constitutional
coup against Whitlam’s Labor
government. He had “‘consi-
derable influence over the
timing of Whitlam’s dis-
missal”’, says the document.

While categorising Whitlam
as a ''security risk’” to the in-
terests of imperialism, the
CIA regarded Hawke as “the
best qualified figure” for
Labor leader.

Straight after the dismissal
Hawke was the main agent
in quelling the eruption of
spontaneous protest strikes.
As TUC leader, he called
upon workers to ‘cool it" and
return to work.

The Whitlam government’s
dismissal was a warning to
the labour movement in Bri-
tain as well as in Australia. It
showed that the monarchy is
not a neutral force above
politics, but is prepared to
use its power to dismiss
democratically elected govern-
ments in the interests of big
business. It also appears that
the notorious CIA had inside
knowledge of the plots
against Whitlam.

The Australian labour
movement would be well-
advised to have an inquiry
into the allegations that its
present leader was involved.
The findings of such an in-
quiry would be important for
the British labour movement,
too.

cultivates these grasping
money-maniacs is that they
dominate the Australian media.

Murdoch controls 60 per cent
of Australia’s newspaper
circulation. A Media Bill passed
last May allowed a similar mono-
polisation to take place in com-
mercial TV.

The Murdoch/Packer media
reciprocated by backing Hawke
in the last election. Indeed most
big capitalists backed the return
of a Labor government at this
stage.

Hawke's re-election was mainly
because of the loyalty of the
working class and their fear of the
savage attacks promised by the
opposition Liberals. Despite this,
some Labor voters abstained in

protest at the government’s
right-wing policies in areas where
they were confident Labor would
win or where it stood no
chance.

Big business, however, wanted
Labor re-elected at this stage
because Hawke’s government has
cut back living standards in a way
that would have been impossible
for a government to which
workers felt no loyalty.

As one grovelling Labor
minister  told  the  bosses:
“remember while the accord was
delivering low wages, Thatcherite
confrontationism in the UK was
failing to achieve its main aim of
lower real wages, despite
unemployment rates in excess of
12 per cent.”

Miners

strike to
stop job
butchery

BOB HAWKE'’S supposediy bliss-
ful ‘accord’ with Australia’s trade
unions was shaken earlier this
month by a week-long miners’
strike. Thirty thousand coal mi-
ners walked out to mark the
beginning of a campaign of indus-
trial action to prevent a
Macgregor-style butchering of the
industry.

Faced with falling prices, Aus-
tralia’s private coal bosses want a
ten per cent cut in costs and 3,000
job losses. Night shifts and public
holiday working, stamped out
more than 50 years ago, are now
back on the agenda.

Nearly two million metric ton-
nes of production were lost during
the action in this busiest month for
exports.

Unfortunately, the leadership of
the wider trade union movement
have offered no support to the
miners’ struggle. The most that
Labor Prime Minister Hawke was
prepared to do is negotiate a
one-month ‘truce’ between the
workforce and employers, which
the bosses soon broke by laying off
men.

Miners’ leaders are demanding
a ‘National Coal Authority’ to fix
coal prices—in effect, a bosses’
cartel. But only nationalisation
under workers’ management
could really ensure the industry’s
future.

Meanwhile the bosses have
been pampered. Like Thatcher,
Hawke has encouraged
‘entrepreneurs’ to squander the
long-term  interests of the
capitalist economy for the sake of
their personal short-term gain.

Australia now has the third
highest foreign debt in the world.
Seventy per cent of this is owed
by Australian capitalists who
have borrowed abroad to finance
take-overs. The Hawke
government has encouraged this
dangerous process by allowing tax
deductions on the interest they
have to pay.

The bosses are happy to let
Labor take the odium that goes
with anti-working class policies
and its attempts to deal with an
increasingly unhealthy
economy.

But workers’ patience will not
last indefinitely. The miners are
on the brink of a national strike.
Other workers are likely to move
into action as happened in Britain
towards the end of the Callaghan
Labour government. Then the

British bosses turned to
Thatcherism to  tackle the
workers head on.

When Hawke’s government

can no longer restrain workers’
demands, the capitalists will turn
against it. Despite Hawke’s
disgusting servility, they will
reject Labor and form an openly
pro-big business government.

These experiences will be the
hard school in which the
Australian workers wiii learn the
need for a clear socialist
programme and a leadership
committed to it.
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The Sarmcol workers’ group will be performing at Labour Party conference on

27 September.

Labour must
act to free
Mayekiso

TRADE  UNIONISTS in
Britain are mounting a major
campaign to free Moses
Mayekiso, General Secretary
of the National Union of Metal
Workers of South Africa,
(NUMSA, formerly MAWU)
who is on trial in South Africa
for high treason—a hanging
offence.

By April Ashley

This is a deliberate attempt by
the state to halt his political
influence in his home town of
Alexandra, and more
significantly, in the trade unions
as a member of the Central
Executive Committee of
COSATU.

Moses has a long record of
fighting for his union members.
He has been involved in MAWU
since 1976. In 1983 he became
MAWU'’s Transvaal secretary and
played an important role in the
unity talks that led to the
formation of COSATU. He was
one of the organisers of the
magnificent Transvaal two-day
general strike in November 1984,
and was detained and charged
with ‘economic sabotage’. The
charges were eventually
dropped.

Class fighter

His work in the stayaway led
him to join in community
organisations in  Alexandra,
linking the workers and the local
community.

When he was arrested and
detained in March 1986, workers
and youth demanded his release.
In the Transvaal many thousands
of MAWU members downed tools
in protest. Soon after his release
Moses, a strong advocate of direct
links between workers
internationally, came to Britain to

[ e é\‘/
Moses Mayekiso speaking at
LPYS conference, Easter 1986.

build support for the BTR
strike.

‘“When I first joined the
union,’” says Moses, ‘I thought

the struggle was against whites.
But I was wrong. Now I think the
workers must struggle against
their bosses and the government.
People must come together in

organisations. But the leaders
must do what their members
say.”

By making an example of Moses
Mayekiso, the regime hope to
intimidate others from following
down this road. They will fail.

MAWU’s programme calls for
the ‘building of socialism under
the leadership of the working
class’. Its fighting approach has
resulted in an explosion of growth.
Following the merger with other
metal workers’ unions, NUMSA
now has a membership of
125,000.

The labour movement must
demand the release of Moses
Mayekiso and all other political
prisoners in South Africa, and
prepare to back this demand with
action.

Messages of support to
NUMSA, PO Box 9451,
Johannesburg 2000, South Africa.
Protests to: SA Embassy, South
Africa House, Trafalgar Square,
London WC2.

THE STRIKE at BTR Sarmcol
in South Africa is one of the
great strikes of the decade
in terms of sheer tenacity
and courage.

By George Collins

A thousand black workers
came out (iegally) in May 1985
to enforce recognition of their
union, MAWU—now amalga-
mated into the National Union
of Metalworkers of SA (NUM-
SA). The company, owned by
the British multinational BTR,
responded by sacking the en-
tire workforce.

Since that time the workers
have campaigned for reinstate-
ment and union recognition.
They have taken the struggle to
the local community, to the
wider labour movement—with
a brilliantly successful one-day
general stoppage in Pieterma-
ritzburg in July 1985—and to
the labour movement interna-
tionally.

They have also taken their
case to the regime’s Industrial
Court, which upheld the bos-
ses’ ruthless action.

Month after month they have
struggled, literally, for survivai,
forming cooperatives to or-
ganise food supplies, produc-
ing T-shirts and other articles
for sale.

Through all this they have
faced vicious attacks by the
apartheid regime and its auxi-
liaries, the reactionary Inkatha
vigilantes led by Chief Gatsha
Buthelezi.

Hundreds have been ar-
rested. On 5 December 1986,
large gangs of vigilantes in-
vaded Mpophomeni township
where the Sarmcol workers
live, shouting “Down with the
strike!” Twenty people were
wounded on the streets. Three
shop stewards, as well as a
worker’s daughter, were ab-
ducted, tortured and killed.

One of the murdered
workers was Simon Ngubane,
author of The Long March.

The enormous, pent-up ener-
gy, the down-to-earth realism,
the humour and the towering
determination of the South
African working class, which
have sustained the Sarmcol
workers through two gruelling
years, shine through this
play—an enactment by a group
of Sarmcol strikers of scenes
from their struggle.

In a series of sketches, with
dancing and songs from the
working-class townships, the
workers give us glimpses of
the unfolding South African
revolution, more vivid than
pages of prose.

In one scene, for example,
they are leafleting for their day
of action. The responses they
get reflect every layer of con-
sciousness within the black
population— from the market
woman (”l support you very

The Long March

Forthcoming
performances

September: 29-Brighton, Co-
op Hall. 30—Wales.

October: 1—Wales.
2,3—Bristol. 5—Leeds, Trades
Club. 6—Sheffield, Memorial
Hall. 7—Huddersfield. 8—Hull,
Trade Union Centre. 9—York.
10—Barnsley.  12—Glasgow,
Jordan Hill College. 13, 14,
15—Edinburgh, Traverse Thea-
tre. 16 (pm)—Stirling, Trade
Union Hall. (late pm)— Glas-
gow, Tran Theatre.

17— Glasgow, Maryhili Com-
munity Central Halls.

19, 20—Tyneside. 22, 23— Lan-
cashire. 26-31—East Anglia,

including Cambridge, Norwich,
Colchester.
November:
ton.
LABOUR MOVEMENT activists
should make every effort to
see this play and meet the
players to discuss support. La-
bour parties, LPYS branches
and shop steward committees
should make biock bookings
and discuss plans of action to
swing the weight of the British
labour movement behind the
strike and break BTR’s opposi-
tion to trade union rights.
For more information about
performances in your area,
please phone 0533—-712041.

1—London, Brix-

Material on the struggle can
be ordered from: SALEP, PO
Box 77, London E8 4TB.

much because I'm black’”’) and
the students (“One day!! No,
man, make it at least two
weeks!”’) to the middle-class
types who dont want to
know.

And the revolutionary mood
awakened by the struggle is
shown by a woman's response
to the men who come to repos-
sess the strikers’ furniture:

“That has stopped a long time
ago. No more accounts, no
more rents.”

Continued financial and ma-
terial support is essential to
sustain the workers.

BTR chief ‘Sir Owen Green’ tells
‘Thatcher’: “Politics and econo-
mics are the same Maggie! You're
getting too soft, Maggie!”

But determined solidarity ac-
tion is needed to smash BTR's
stubborn  and reactionary
refusal to meet the workers’
demands—by COSATU, the
trade union federation uniting
750,000 South African workers,
and also by the trade union
leadership in Britain and other
countries where BTR
operates.

Armed defence organisation
is essential to make Mpopho-
meni a no-go area for the
armed, police-backed vigi-
lantes, and safeguard the stri-
kers” homes from murderous
attacks. This danger faces
workers in many parts of the
country.

The youth have shown their

TUC conference votes

direct links

AT THE TUC conference in
Blackpool delegates voted
overwhelmingly in favour of a
resolution by the print union
SOGAT calling for direct links
with sister unions in South Afri-
ca.

In the past, the right wing of
the movement along with the
Communist Party have consi-
stently argued against direct
links. The adoption of this resolu-
tion therefore can be seen as an
historic victory. 1t is also a com-
plete vindication of the British
marxists’ call for direct links with
South African workers. As one
delegate pointed out the fight
against apartheid is inseparable

from the fight against capital-
ism. Now the resolution has becn
passed it is important that it be
implemented. With Britain the
biggest single investor in South
Africa, direct links are a concrete
example of assisting workers the-
re. A blow against apartheid is a
victory for British workers too.

willingness to struggle
shoulder-to-shoulder with the
workers, and take the offensive
against Buthelezi's gangsters;
but a2 lead by COSATU and the
African National Congress is
essential.

Clearly, this struggle cannot
be separated from the wider
struggle of the black people of
South Africa—overwhelmingly
a working-class popula-
tion—for an end to apartheid
and capitalism.

The players, in their slogans,
sum up the aspirations of mil-
lions of black workers and
youth:

“Long live NUMSA! Long
live COSATU! Long live social-
ism!”

The title of the play itself
refers to the struggle for a
socialist republic of South Afri-
ca, under the democratic rule
of the mass of working
people.

It is still not too late for the
TUC and unions organising
BTR plants in Britain to make a
serious effort to put the screws
on BTR management to with-
draw their support from the
South African managers and
order a climbdown. Campaign-
ing by the Southern African
Labour Education Project
(SALEP) since 1985 in a series
of BTR plants has shown the
potential for action.

The TUC should encourage
maximum attendance by
workers at this outstanding
play, organise bilock bookings
from BTR plants and the hold-
ing of workplace meetings, in
laying the basis for a real cam-
paign.

The conviction and confi-
dence of the thousand Sarmcol
strikers and their families, who
have defied the apartheid re-
gime for over two years, who
have sent their emissaries half-
way round the world to build
support for their struggle,
should remind the British la-
bour leaders of their duty.

Strike in
Alberta

A STRIKE has broken out
amongst building labourers
and carpenters in Edmonton
and Southern Alberta, Canada.
This is an industry where
unions were smashed a couple
of years ago through vicious
anti-union laws. The uncrga-
nised workers walked off the
icb on 20 August demanding
wage increases and union rec-
ognition. A more detailed ar-
ticle will follow.

Please send messages of sup-
port to: Calgary Dist. Council
of Carpenters, 301 10th St.,
North West Calgary, Alberta.

T2N 1V5 Canada
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Shooting to kill No good just asking

Dear Comrades,

A recent article in Mili-
tant Irish Monthly ‘“RUC
shoot to kill joyriders’’ once
again highlights the Rambo-
style policing presently ope-
rated by sections of the
security forces in Northern
Ireland.

Not only were two teen-
age lads lucky to escape
with their lives when the
stolen car they were in was
riddled with automatic fire
from an RUC patrol in an
unmarked car, but it seems
half the population of Ha-
mill Street were also for-
tunate not to be killed as
round after round rattled in
all directions.

The RUC statement justi-
fying their ‘Bonnie and Cly-
de’ actions claiming the car
‘may have been used by the
occupants for a bomb at-
tack in the city centre’ is a
pathetic cover-up for the
‘shoot to kill’ policy.

Even if it were true then

Ken for
yuppies

Dear Comrades,

Ken Livingstone recently
stated that in order to win
an election the Labour Par-
ty must attract the Yuppie
vote as the GLC had

to deliberately open fire on
a car believed to be packed
with explosives in a street
full of men, women and
children shows yet again a
total disregard for people’s
safety.

There was nothing stopp-
ing the RUC and their mo-
bile back-ups from follow-
ing this supposed ‘car
bomb’ to its destination and
arresting the occupants as
they withdrew on foot. To
my knowledge no paramilit-
ary organisation in Nor-
thern Ireland has yet res-
orted to suicide bomb-
ings.

The Labour and Trade
Union Group in Northern
Ireland must be supported
by the entire Labour move-
ment in their call for an end
to all repression as well as
sectarianism.

Yours fraternally

Bob Harker

Gateshead East Labour

Party

done.

Perhaps Ken’s desire to
get closer to the Yuppies is
the reason why he takes the
full £22,000 or more, plus
perks, and refuses, point
blank, to take a wage res-
embling anything like that
of the workers he is sup-
posed to represent.

Yours fraternally

Jon Driscoll

Middlesbrough

Classified

20p per word, minimum 10
words. Semi-display £3 per
column centimetre. Three
weeks for the price of two.
Militant meeting ads free.
All  advertisement copy
should reach this office by
first post on Friday, the
week before publication.

fetate e e e )

”Militant for Labour and
Youth” enamel stud badges
now available £1 each. Red
plastic fighting fund collect-
ing tins £1 each. A3 size
posters of Marx, Engels,
Lenin, Trotsky and Luxem-
burg, 50p each. Stickers
available in rolls of 250; ‘Kick
out the Tories’, ‘No slave
labour on YTS', £2.50 per
roll. All available from fight-
ing fund dept, 3/13 Hepscott
Rd, London E9 5HB. For all
orders add 25% pé&p.

SALEP publications

Sifuna Konke Marxist study guide (3 sections)...
isolate the South African Bosses SALEP broadsheet
SALEP s socialist education work—why does the La

Militant meetings

OMilitant readers meeting
in Chester, Wednesday 30
September, 7.30pm. Bishop
Lloyds Palace, Watergate St.
"What next for Labour?".

O Southampton Marxist dis-
cussion group. Wednesdays
12.30pm. 7 Goodwin Close,
Milibrook, Southampton.
Creche provided. Thursdays
7.30pm. Tel 786879 for de-
tails.

] Wanted co-op and green
shield stamps. Loose, part or
full books. All proceeds to

the fighting fund. Send c/o

Militant  circulation, 3/13
Hepscott Rd, London ES
5HB.

CFighting privatisation one
day conference. Organised
by Hull city council joint
shop stewards committee.
Saturday 10 October 10am-
5pm at YPI, George Street,
Hull. Speakers incilude Dave
Nellist and John Prescott
MPs. For details contact
Conference Organiser Alan
Shadforth, 1LB Avenue, Cly-
de Street, Hull. Tel 897304.

40p+p&p

ASINAMALI pamphlet exposing the bosses’ arguments for paying poverty

T [ T

Videos

............................................. 30p+p&p

All videos for hire £10 LPYS and Women's sections. £20 LP’s and trade unions.
The launch of COSATU! 1985 launch of the Congress Of South African Trade

Unions

South African Workers Struggle! Film of chemical workers' struggle against the
relocation of their factory to a cheap labour bantustan by a major multinational;
NUM education caucus and the 1987 NUM Congress.

Women fight apartheid and capitalism! Footage of women in struggle in the 1950’s

and of strike action in 1986.

Mayfair Working class whites in a suburb of Johannesburg struggle against
government plans to relocate them under the Group Areas Act.

Goldfields Super-exploitation of SA mineworkers by @ major British multinational.
We Live Like Dogs The life and conditions of a black South African mineworker.
Please return videos immediately after use.

£1

Pbst and Packing rates: 50p and under...........c...ooevveeninncniinnnnns .20p
....... 40p

Each subsequent £1 20p
Free.

Over £10

All cheques payable to SALEP, PO Box 77, London E8 4TB. Tel 01 241 0434.

September edition of

Militant Irish Monthly
out now.

Articles on Socialist candidates standing in Belfast city
council by-elections. A preview of this month’s Sou-
thern Irish Labour Party Conference. The latest situa-
tion in the North and South and lots more.

Cost 25p or £1 solidarity price. Get your copy from your
local Militant selier or from Militant, 3/13 Hepscott Rd,

London E9 SHB.

Dear Comrades,

Stoke-on-Trent Labour
city council have published
a document which they will
be presenting to the
Department of Environ-
ment.

It reveals that 12,000
homes in the city are unfit
to live in or lack at least one
basic amenity and the coun-
cil is unable to keep up with
housing renovations.

28,000 council homes
need urgent repair, the
council can only carry out
100 repairs a year and it will

be the year 2000 before
they would all be com-
pleted.

Even with the sale of
council houses which has
brought in £30 million, the
council had to give out £17
million for mortgages.

The private sector will
not co-operate with the
council over the building of
new homes due to low
house prices in Stoke-on-
Trent.

This year the council
asked the government for
£22.5 million and only got

Letters

Send us your views, comments or criticism.

£6.6 million. Next year they
will be asking for £27.6
million. Our council has
not yet learnt that you will
never get anywhere by
merely asking a Tory gov-
ernment for money, you
need to mobilise the La-
bour and trade union
movement and fight for
what is ours.

Yours fraternally

Ms M Al-Baldawi

Secretary Stoke central
Women’s section (personal
capacity)

Unemployed youth from Liverpool gets temporary job in London.

On Maggie’s farm

Dear Comrades,

The chance to accumulate
a few possesions is not easy.
My friend and I had
managed to get a few things
together—only to be
burgled.

I spent an afternoon at
the social claiming a special
needs payment for the £40
dole that was stolen from
our home together with a
colour television and 400 7’
singles that had taken years
to collect.

What’s most galling is
that the youths who stole
from us are probably in the
same boat as ourselves,
unemployed or low paid.

The social was the same
as always—murder. Aggra-

vated school leavers were
running all over town from
DHSS to D of E offices,
discovering that unemploy-
ment benefit is not handed
out as easily as the papers
tell them.

The two young civil ser-
vants had patiently been
dealing with my claim,
along with dozens of others
when a tramp tried to claim
his second giro of the
day.

The young woman behind
the counter tried to explain
that he would receive £5 still
due to him at his hostel next
day.

He wanted the fiver there
and then. He made his point
clear by calmly drawing a

fish filletting knife from his
coat pocket and cutting his
throat.

Amazingly the staff came
from behind the counter,
risking their lives, to offer
First Aid. An ambulance
was called and he was taken
away. (Without Giro).

If he was stupid enough
to attempt to kill himself for
£5 fair enough (he was cer-
tainly drunk enough). But
why should a 20 year old
woman have to come to
work and deal with situa-
tions like that for £75 a
week?

Yours fraternally

Nick Walker and John

Rathbone

Grimsby

Golding feels pressure

Dear Comrades,

What is the present posi-
tion of John Golding ex
witch-hunting Labour MP
and now leader of the Na-
tional Communications
Union?

In the past this arch
right-winger could hardly
be destinguished from the
Tories he supposedly op-
posed. However, at the
TUC conference in Black-
pool, it would appear that
Mr Golding had moved
slightly leftwards!

On the debate over share
ownership with particular
reference to his own indus-
try, British Telecom, he
was vociferous in his call to

congress to “seek an end to
privatisation and press for
British Telecom to be rena-
tionalised to ensure a
centrally-planned commu-
nications strategy for Bri-
tain”

He went on to argue that
individual share ownership
inside BT did not give
workers effective control of
the company as had been

claimed in some
quarters.
It left me wondering

whether John Golding had
really had a change of
heart, or whether under
pressure from an increas-
ingly left-dominated NCU
executive and  growing

John Golding.
Broad Left grouping he had
opportunistically  decided
to say the things he thought
his left-moving members
would want to hear.
Yours fraternally

Dave Pollock
Scarborough

Throwing it
away

Dear Comrades,

The leader of the Labour
council in Birmingham rec-
ently sent a letter to the
NALGO Executive meeting
in which he explained that
as far as privatisation was
concerned, this Labour
council would ‘‘not break
the law of the land”.

Following this a job ad-
vert appeared on a circular
for the post of Principal
Accountant (£15,567-
£16,773) where we find
amongst the duties of the
post ‘‘you will also be in-
volved in the implementa-
tion of the proposed compe-
titive tendering legislation
for Refuse Collection,
Streat Cleansing and Re-
pair and Maintenance of
vehicles”’.

Not only will they refuse
to break the law to defend
jobs, they will help the legis-
lation through.

Yours fraternally

Ian Leech

NALGO shop steward

Cost of
right’s
attacks

Dear Comrades,

I was appalled to hear
that the Labour Party lea-
dership has decided that it
cannot afford to retain all
the statf at Walworth Rd
and that forty must go.

But what rcally makes
me seethe is the way the
lcadership  squanders  the
money it has.

On the weekend of 12/13
September a hearing was
held in Cardiff to finalise
the expulsion of two social-
ists. By my calculation it
cost about £600.

So did the right wing get
the result it wanted? No.
not yet. They spent £600
deciding to adjourn the
case until 10/11 October.

I'm sure a clerical worker
at Walworth Rd would
have been grateful for
another month’s salary in-
stead of it being put into
the coffers of the hotels in
Cardiff and British Rail.

Yours fraternally

Member of Bridgend

Labour Party

Party joke

Dear Comrades,

I work at Alvis Ltd in
Coventry and am senior
steward for APEX.
Recently T was called to a
meeting by the personnel
manager, Frank Devine,
who was the SDP candidate
against Dave Nellist in the
general election.

When I got to the meeting
some of the reps were
already there. Frank
Devine was telling them
about the SDP split. He said
that he was following David
Owen and joked that the
new party would call itself
the Bolshevik Party because
it was the minority.

One of the stewards
present quietly asked if a
more appropriate name
might be the Blue Party
because there’s no
recognisable difference
between them and the
Tories. Could  Militant
come up with something
better for the new party?

Yours fraternally

Steve Gee

Nuneaton



FOR MANY, the image of a student is a
scarf-wearing, duffel-coated snob with a Bride-
shead Revisited accent, or else the pot-bellied
beer-monster who spends his time drunk and
singing rugby songs. When I arrived at university
last year these illusions were soon shattered.

The first glimpse I had of
the crisis in cducation was
when 1 received my sixth or
seventh rejection from uni-
versity. The frustration of
the admissions tutor was
plain in his letter: I am
sorry to disappoint you. but
I cannot conjure university
places from the uncaring
heart of an anti-academic
government.”

Last September T arrived
at Salford University. Most
students here arce battling
against  financial  cons-
traints, with their families
finding it more and more
difficult to pay the parental
contribution  which  has
risen by 207 per cent since
the  Torics came to
power.

“Since 1979

the grant has
fallen in value
by a massive
21 per cent.”

The grant soon  disap-
pears. and when it does the
banks arc rcady to cnsnarc
students in heavy debts.

Since 1979 the grant has
fallen in value by a massive
21 per cent but that figure
does not take into account
the huge increase in accom-
modation charges or the
cost of books.

A major expense is
accommodation. For over
£1000 a year from a grant of
£1900 (provided that pa-
rents pay their full contri-
bution) Salford students
arc allocated tiny rooms.
The best rooms have access
to a bathroom and kitchen
shared between 11 or 12
others. The worst are in
dismal tower blocks. In the
sccond year the university
provides no housing and
students are pushed into
the clutches of unscrupu-
lous landlords or forced to
live miles away.

As my course progressed
we were inundated with
book lists. We arc expected
to fork out hundreds and
hundreds  of  pounds on
books cach vear.

While the rest of us are
being held back by lack of
books those students being
sponsored by big business
are allocated thousands of
pounds’ worth of equip-
ment each.

If many students can't
afford books. even more
can't afford a decent dict.

By Paul Richards
University of Salford
Labour Club

Meat becomes a  luxury.
The meals provided in the
Halls of Residence are of
poor quality. unhealthy and
unimaginative.

The Tories’ solution to
the financial problems of
students is to replace grants
with  so-called  ‘top-up’
loans. This will force many
students out of education
and tiec education even
more closely to big busi-
ness.

The myth that students
spend most of their time at
parties was also soon dis-
pelled. Not many students
can afford to go out to the
pub regularly and even if
they had the money they
couldn’t sparc the time.

Another major expense
is travel. For those who
come from far afield the
basic six journeys a year to
and from Salford are cripp-
ling. (This used to be paid
by the government but the
Tories abolished that in
1984). Any further travel
becomes impossible and for
many the campus becomes
4 prison.

As the economic crisis
decpens, the living stan-
dards of students will fall
even further. Salford has
already suffered a 44 per
cent cut in funding. The
National Union of Students
(NUS) must defeat the
Tories” attempts to in-
troduce student loans and
demand a living grant for
all students. This must be
linked to the struggle to
end low pay. A real living
grant would open up educa-
tion to all workers.

As the Tories snatch
back the post-war conces-
sions so more and more
working class youth will be
denied the chance of
Higher Education. It is the
duty of students all over the
country to fight these at-
tacks on education and str-
ive for a Labour govern-
ment to carry out socialist
cducation policics.

A living grant not loans. *
For the full NUS grant
claim-£400 increase now
and £35 a week minimum
grant for all FE students. *
A living grant equal to 2/3
average earnings 52 weeks
a year. * End low pay. A
living wage for all workers.

S African meeting ban

LABOUR STUDENTS in
the West of Scotland
were shocked last week
when Charles Gray,
leader of Strathclyde
region’s Labour council
used provisions in the
Tory anti-student union
‘code of conduct’ to ban
a series of Labour Club
meetings on South Afri-
ca.
The ban, stopping the
use of college halls and
lecture theatres, was im-
posed because the
speaker was a supporter
of SALEP and could in his
eyes be controversial.

The ban was too late to
stop a meeting at the
College of Commerce
where 85 attended. At
Langside and Cardonald
colleges petitions were
immediately organised
and a campaign launched
to contact the press and
prominent figures in the
labour movement.

Cardonald students
defied the ban on Thurs-
day when 120 came to
hear about the Campaign
for a Socialist South Afri-
ca. More details next
week.

ESa

Students demonstrate in London for living grant.

Student union
officers under

THREE DEMOCRA-
TICALLY elected stu-
dent union officers in
Liverpool have had their
wages withheld by the
new Labour Council
since 1 August.

By a Militant reporter

Despite opposition from
the left in the Labour
group, the ruling right wing
majority with the support
of the Liberals, forced
through a decision to with-
hold the wages in the July
council meeting.

This unwarranted inter-
ference in the democratic
procedures of the student
union has national implica-
tions. Recognising this and
under pressure from their
members NUS leaders have
threatened legal action
against the council.

Ominous

An  ever increasing
number of Labour Party
wards and constituencics
and trade unions in Mer-
scyside  have condemned
the council and demanded
the immediate restoration
of the sabbaticals™ wages.
This disputce opens up more
ominous questions about
whether  Labour lcaders
with a £40 million shortfall
to make up. are con-
templating cuts in educa-
tion.

However, under growing
pressure, the right wing lea-
dership have indicated that
they are prepared to settle.

e

Collette Williams, one of the three SU officers to have wages

withheld.

Unfortunately the cmer-
gency Education Chair’s
meeting which was to agree
to restore the wages has
now been postponed
twice.

NUS must now use to full
advantage their strong legal
position. Already queues of
students with grant, hous-
ing and welfare problems
are inundating student
union officials. It is intoler-
able for this situation to
continue. Within a short
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space of time the labour
leaders could see lobbies
and  demonstrations  of
thousands of FE students
outside the council.

With the prospect of a
battle over privatisation of
education with the Tory
government, the Labour
council should immediately
restore the wages and begin
to mount a campaign
against privatisation, along-
side students and trade
unions.
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Pay as you leamn

Link up
with low
paid
workers

RECENTLY THE Nupe
journal  highlighted the
plight of low paid manual
workers in universities. In a
series of interviews with the
staff at Sussex University,
the journal explained that
take home pay of under £70
for a 39 hour week is com-
mon. Many workers have to
claim state benefits to surv-
ive.

The Nupe branch secret-
ary there said: ‘‘Most of our
members are in a state of
perpetual financial anxiety
.. we are in fact working for
poverty wages. We fall wi-
thin any definition of pover-
t‘..99

University porters earn
£92 before stoppages for a
39 hour week. Cleaners
take home £40 for a 20 hour
week. One groundsman on
£69 said: ““‘Our wages are
disgusting. You just can’t
live on it.”” A housekeeper
in the university explained
that she had to get up at 6
every morning to start work
at 7.30 for a miserable £61 a
week for 32 1/2 hours!

If students are to fight to
win an increase in the grant
they must link up with low
paid workers in the colle-
ges, polytechnics  and
universities.

Housing
benefits
to go

BY THE end of the acade-
mic year 1987/8 the Tories
aim to take away students’
rights to claim housing
benefit during the long
vacation. It is even possible
that the right to claim
supplementary benefit in
the summer could be with-
drawn. For many students
this will mean a loss of
income of about £250 a year.

The Fowler Review, ini-
tiated in 1985 by Norman
Fowler. then Secretary of
State for Social Services,
has already taken away the
right for students to claim
unemployment benefit in
the short vacations. Nor
can they claim housing
benefit for college accom-
modation during this pe-
riod.

The college accommoda-
tion crisis forces thousands
of students into private

accommodation which,
given the student grant,

they can only afford with
the housing benefit.

The Tories appear to be
committed to realising their
aim of “removing students
from dependence on social
security benefits.” (as they
stated in a report to parlia-
ment December 1985). But
they aim to fill the gap with
loans—we must fight for a
living wage.
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Industrial Reports

Durham
area

DISGUST WAS the feeling of
delegates at a Durham Area NUM
meeting on Saturday, according to
Stan Pearce, the delegate from
Wearmouth. They were incensed
by the attitude of British Coal,
pursuing the ‘Tyrant’s charter’
disciplinary code.

Militant asked Stan about the
effectiveness of the overtime ban
and the next moves which the
NUM had to make.

‘I don’t feel the ban is going far
enough—and only faceworkers are
paying for it. We need a full
overtime ban with minimal safety
cover. The NEC isn’'t meeting for
another month. It must meet
sooner. We are calling for the
re-convening of the NEC to take
the Durham resolution calling for
an effective overtime ban. If Brit-
ish Coal throw down the gauntlet
by trying to impose ‘flexible
working” we must pick it up.”’

pening,

Now step up
overtime ban

. L : .
Kent miners on the march during the great strike.

Littleton colliery

“"EVERYONE’'S ANGRY about what’s
Nick Platek,
member at Littleton Colliery, Staffs, told us.
“The NUM committee here is meeting weekly
with the Power Group committee. The gen-
eral attitude is that this is okay as a first stage

appear at the pit,”

everybody’s confidence.”

hap-
a branch committee

but it isn’t harsh enough. The blokes want a
full overtime ban. We’'ll be calling on the
National Executive for that.”

Another miner at Littleton described the
overtime ban as ‘Mickey Mouse’.

FROM WESTOE Colliery, South Shields, a
miner commented to one of our sellers:
“You can always tell when things are

picking up, because the Militant sellers

and another said,
the lads in the pit are chuffed. Everybody
thinks if the Militant’'s are there we must
be back in the front line of battle.

Snowdown

ACCORDING TO Peter Jaconelli eve-
ryone at Snowdown Colliery in Kent has
been fed—up for three or four months over
the disciplinary code.

“We've given the Coal Board enough.
They’re not going to take any more. We've
been told 90 men must go to keep the pit
open, but even then they've told us there is
no guarantee it will be open in 12 months
time. As usual they say there are ‘econo-
mic reasons’ for closure.”

UDM losing
members

RICHARD ASHLEY , a member of Ere-
wash LPYS, met his miner cousin who was
previously a member of the UDM at a party
recently. He came over to Richard telling
him that he had left the company union to
join the NUM along with 25-30 others in
North Nottinghamshire.

His reason? *‘The UDM was nothing but
a gaffers union, controlled by the Tories.”
So much for the Sun’s announcement that
the UDM’s influence is growing!

“All

It's lifted

Longbridge strike

ON WEDNESDAY Committee recommenda-
September, management dt tion to delay any action
Austin Rover’s Longbridge until appeal. On 17 Sep-
plant sacked a deputy se- tember 200  workers,
nior steward, Colin Rolin- mainly trimmers in Cab
son and another worker two, downed tools and
Chris Maguire for a minor walked out after a union
clocking offence(3-5 meeting.

minutes).

Defiant

This led to anger
amongst the workforce of

Cab Two. where Colin They left in a defiant
worked. due to the incon- mood, shouting, singing,
sistency  of management. banging the track and hoot-

September. The visit of
Graham Day and Lord
Young, Minister for Indus-
try on Friday was deeply
embarrassing to the Rover
Group and management
sent out three threatening
letters to the workers in 24
hours, trying to stop the
strike.

At the moment there are
waiting lists of 6 to 8 weeks
for cars from Longbridge
and this dispute is set to

There have been no sack-
ings for clocking offences
for two vears at
Longbridge. Only a few
weeks ago 15 paint sprayers
were let off with suspen-
sions for more serious of-
fences.

The real recason Colin
Rolinson was sacked was
because of his union activi-
tics. The workers realised
this and rejected the Works

ing the horns of the cars on
the track. They have voted
to stay out until 28 Sep-
tember. Their action has
halted production of the
Rover 200 and at least
another 250 workers have
been laid off.
Management obviously
miscalculated.  expecting
the mood to ebb with the
week long Longbridge shut
down holiday starting on 18

lose the company a lot of
money. But through study-
ing the recent dispute
around the sacking of Dar-
ren Kelly the workers rea-
lise that the dispute must
not remain isolated and
there have been calls for a
full shop meeting and an
emergency shop stewards
meeting to spread the ac-
tion to the rest of the plant.

BTR—solidari

500 WORKERS are out on strike at the Meta-
lastik Vibration Control System (Dunlop) factory
in Leicester.

In a show of international solidarity, striking
workers from South African BTR Sarmcol Plant
(part of the same multinational) are taking part
on the picket line on Tuesday. The South African
workers are in Leicester with a play about their
dispute and are returning the support Leicester
Metalastik workers have given them in the
past.

Dave Richardson, deputy T& GWU convenor,
spoke to Steve Score: ‘‘The strike is 100 per cent
solid, though four workers tried to get in today

Aust

and were persuaded to turn back. It began over
new machinery being brought in. We would like
to make it clear that we are fully in favour of new
machinery, provided no jobs are lost.

“Qur dispute is over the way management
select who works on the new machinery. We
believe it should be done on a length of service
basis. However the management want to pick and
choose and arrange the conditions, including
‘general attitude of the worker’. This could mean
anything and could be used to attack the union,
just like the coal board tried to victimise NUM
activists.

““Our branch has already been labelled ‘revolu-

Rover workers walking out at Cowley.

ty with Metalastic

tionary’ by the chair of BTR, Sir Owen Green, for
supporting South African workers. We also su-
spect racism could become a factor in preventing
some members from being used on the new
machinery. We have already had the Commission
for Racial Equality here in the past, investigating
selection and promotion in the staff. We actually
have a majority of Asian members and don’t want
the management to use race to split black and
white workers.

‘“Those prohibited from using the new machin-
ery would obviously be the first threatened if
redundancies come. If we lose this compulsory
redundancies could be on the agenda.”

ASTMS/TASS
merger
conferences

BOTH ASTMS and Tass at
their conferences at the
weckend voted in favour of
merger.  £22 million in
membership subs, the big-
gest union in insurance and
acrospacc and in the top
three of  cnginecring
unions. That would be the
prospect if the membership
vote in favour in the ballots
to be held between 9 No-
vember and 4 December.

The vote at the Astms
conference was 176,080 in
favour and 30,980 against.
whilst only two delegates
were opposed at the Tass
conference.

Ron Thomas, from Avon
branch, made the point that
the merger was nceded but
that it was not sizc but
cffectiveness which deter-
mined whether a union de-
fended its members and
therefore a democratic rule
book. including a branch-
based  conference  and
elected, accountable of-
ficials, would be vital.

Militant supporters and
other lefts in both unions
will be campaigning vigo-
rously in the workplaces
and the branches to get the
maximum support for the
merger although the left
must get together to ensure
that the new union can be
provided with the rules.
policies and leadership
which will enable it to meet
the challenges of the fu-
ture.

By Dave Clark
(Liverpool Shipping and
Freight branch,
personal capacity)
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Industrial Reports

uncil workers fight back
London Bridge

“THE TORIES will not
grant concessions unless
the working class is mobi-
lised to take them on.”
These were the words of
surcharged Liverpool coun-
cillor Tony Mulhearn at a
London Bridge conference
of over 150 local authority
stewards from 19 authori-
ties.

Liverpool
NALGO
Executive
fudge

LIVERPOOL NALGO
branch executive committee
failed to take a position on
the critical issue of re-
determination. If the coun-
cil went for this option it
would mean handing over
the City finances to Ridley
and the Tory cuts machine.
Thousands of jobs would be
at risk.

A resolution from the
City Engineers opposing re-
determination  was  de-
ferred. The resolution was
called a ‘quaso Militant
plot’ (sic) by a supporter of
the Black Caucus. More im-
portantly the Nalgo branch
leaders, Peter Cresswell
and  Graham  Burgess
refused to commit themselv-
es to a clear position in
relation to the city’s budget
crisis. One member of the
branch executive committee
commented after the meet-
ing: “Cresswell and Bur-
gess have returned to their
familiar positions of sitting
on the fence.”

It is vital that Nalgo
adopt a clear and unequi-
vocal position of opposing
re-determination and cuts.
Nalgo must now approach
Labour councillors together
with the other council
unions to build a joint cam-
paign in defence of jobs and
services.

by Mick Whale

Tony outlined some of
the rich lessons of Liver-
pool City Council’s epic
campaign against the Tory
Government between 1983-
7, notable among which
was the massive mobilisa-
tion of working class people
in defence of homes, jobs
and services.

Local authority workers

MB

in London are now facing
cuts because of Tory at-
tacks and the capitulation
of the *left” Labour coun-
cils.In the middle of TUC
conference week, a resolu-
tion passed by the London
Bridge conference was like
a breath of fresh air: Tt
called for opposition to cuts
in jobs and services, oppo-
sition to privatisation and
rent or rate increases to
cover for Tory cuts, and
support for a genuine level

branch five members lobbying Liverpool City Counciliors.

of services based on

need.

Action

Words must now be put
into action. Joint shop ste-
wards committees have to
be strengthened or set up
where they don’t exist, in
all the London boroughs.
Most important, the cam-
paign of explanation and
preparation of all local au-
thority workers has to start

Liverpool GMB victory

COUNCIL CEMETERY
workers in Branch Five of
the General and Municipal
Workers® Union (GMB)
have returned to work after
winning their dispute with
Liverpool  City  Council.
Mick  Whale  spoke  to
members of the branch:
“The dispute was pro-
voked by management.
when they regraded seven
drivers in the Transport
and  General  Workers’
Union (TGWU). giving
them a £10 a wecek increase.
GMB drivers and the other
TGWU drivers doing the
same work had lost out. We
put in a parity claim.
“We  think the dispute
was engincered by certain

councillors who wanted a
showdown with us. For the
first two weeks the council
refused to meet us.

“When they finally did, it
became clear that Alan
Dean. deputy leader and
chairman of the Industrial
and Public Relations Com-
mittce was keen to settle,
but other councillors
secemed determined to frus-
trate a settlement.

At this first meeting it
was agreed that neither side
could take action to
escalate the dispute whilst
talks were going on. Then
just when we finally made
some progress, the mana-
gement tried to break the
strike by asking grave-

London Broad Left

MYRNA SHAW. deputy sceretary of the
Tower Hamlets Health District branch of
NUPE. spoke to Militant (in a personal
capacity) about working in the National
Hcalth Scrvice and the importance of the
Broad Left Organising Committec.
“Anyonce involved in the NHS unions in
Tower Hamlets must have noticed a har-
dening cof attitudes amongst all health
workers—not just the low paid. There is a
rcadiness to take up the small issues which
previously would have been ignored.
“This coincides with many of the Labour
and trade union lcadership having con-
vinced themselves that further struggles in
defence of jobs and services are use-

less.

“In Tower Hamlets, hospital cleaners
arc for the first time in my experience
really sticking to their overtime ban. in-
censed by a local management that have
kept their own bonuses whilst docking the
cleaners’ to keep the domestic tender

‘in-housce’.

“Nurses who have previously refused to
take industrial action over pay and closures
thrcatened to walk off wards if night
security for patients and staff is not im-
proved. Ward sisters come forward as
stewards, admin and clerical workers see
the threat of job ‘flexibility’.

“What’s the union going to do about it?”
they ask. Why is the Nupe national leader-
ship going against union policy, when they
are recommending acceptance of a deri-
sory pay offer. Our branch rejected the
offer on the understanding that rejection
nationally meant industrial action.

“We are restless, grumbling and stirring.
What is lacking is the political understand-

ing that it’s capitalism and not just health

cuts that kills.

“The London Broad Left Organising
Committee conference provides a brilliant
opportunity for workers in health, local
authorities and elsewhere to come together
to give the direction and leadership necess-

ary to overcome our joint enemies’ .

diggers to carry out ma-
terials by wheelbarrow that
would normally be carried
by the striking drivers.

Concessions

“Even though they were
taken off the clock, the
diggers refused and the
strike was solid. Once the
management realised they
could not use the diggers to
break the strike, they made
concessions and we were
able to reach a compro-
mise.

“Alan Dean agreed to
pay the diggers who had
been taken off the clock as
soon as the dispute was
scttled. But Vicky Roberts

now.
The London Broad Left
Organising Committee con-
ference (see advert) will be
a good opportunity to build
on the mood which exists
amongst council workers.
London  Bridge are
planning a lobby for 28
October and a major
demonstration in February
(details to follow).

By lan Page
ILEA Nalgo steward

and the Director of Recrea-
tion and Open Spaces ob-

jected to this.  After
another adjournment,
Dean said that he could not
pay them.

Having settled their dis-
pute, the drivers refused to
go back until the diggers
had been satisfied. The
¢ouncil made them an im-
proved offer which the
drivers  reluctantly  ac-
cepted, not wanting to
cause any more distress to
the families of the be-
reaved.

“The dispute clearly
demonstrated the determi-
nation of GMB members to
defend the gains of the
past. If the present council
tries to implement cuts they
will meet a strong res-
istance.”

ud
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Hackney
council

HACKNEY COUNCIL
leaders are recommending
the ‘path of compromise’ to
Saturday’s Borough confe-
rence, which they admit
““will certainly involve a
rent increase above the level
of inflation and the disposal
of council assets...It may
involve some kind of limited
recruitment policy and a
more flexible working ar-
rangement with our work-
force. It will require so-
phisticated tactics to deal
with privatisation.”

Already we have seen
several committee meetings
disrupted by angry tenants
who have been told rents
will be going up and long-
awaited repairs will not be
carried out.

Redundancies

Stewards have  been
warned by the Chief Exe-
cutive that they will have to
look at the possibility of
compulsory  redundancy.
Building workers are in dis-
pute with the council. These
policies flow inevitably from
the leadership’s belief that

there is no chance of a
fightback.
Stewards and tenants

have threatened to lobby
the Town Hall on Saturday
and efforts are being made
to link up the workforce,
tenants and councillors to
ensure a coordinated fight-
back, through the Broad
Left.

Up to 20 councillors are
rumoured to be considering
resignation rather than im-
plement cuts, but we hope
to win some of these to a
properly organised opposi-
tion rather than them opt
for the Pontius Pilate posi-
tion.

The council leadership
say we face ‘a determined
class enemy which has
learned from its own mi-
stakes.” What lessons have
they learned?

By Lynne Faulkes

Hackney councillor

‘In-house’ misery

HEALTH WORKERS are
under attack from all sides.
If it’s not cuts then there is
privatisation and all that
that entails. Even if a con-
tract stays ‘in-house’ that
will probably mean worse
conditions for the hospital
worker.

A comment from hospital
domestic Ruby Welis, who
has been through the expe-
rience of tendering, sums
up the problems faced by
thousands.

‘“We only have one good
wage packet between us.
My husband is a porter at
Newtown hospital and is
low paid like me so I have to
work. We haven’t been able
to afford a holiday since
1984 and now the honus has
gone I can’t see us having
one in the forseeable future.
My daughter is getting mar-
ried in September and I've
been saving a bit each week
—but now I can’t afford it.
During the cold spell we had

in January, we had to run
up big fuel bills. The gas bill
alone was over £100 so we
have had to pay it off in two
parts. We’ve had to pay off
the electricity in instalments
too. It was hard managing
on my wage before—but
now it’s impossible. The
choice for us now is not
between which luxury to do
without, but which basic
necessity comes first.”’

London Labour Movement Conference

Broad Left
Organising
Committee

Saturday 24 October York Hall, Old Ford
Road, Bethnal Green, E2 10.30 am to

5.30 pm Speakers include John

Macreadie and Tony Mulhearn Fee: £3
per delegate; £1.50 per visitor Return to

BLOC, c/o 106 Draper House, Walworth

require creche.

Road, SE1 65X Please indicate if you
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‘Miners say

step up

‘the action

THE GLOVES are off in
the mining industry. Brit-
ish Coal chairman Has-
lam has given the clearest
indication yet of his
plans.

By John Cunningham,

NUM Northumberland
Area Executive,
personal capacity

In his own words. the new code
of conduct is to get rid of
“troublemakers™ (that is. union
activists). Compulsorv redundan-
cles. further pit closures. and
suspension of the five day week

are the order of the day.

The “new face of British Coal™
seems like the old face without
the plastic bag.

In the first financial quarter of
1986. before Haslam arrived. the-
re were 112 disputes at coal pro-
ducing collieries. but for the same
period this vear there have been
133,

Of a total of 146 disputes dur-
ing the first 13 weeks of this
financial vear 57 have occurred in
South Yorks. but the sharpest
increase in militancy is in North
Yorkshire with 30 disputes in the
tirst quarter.

I'he massive /7.3 per cent vote
for industrial action reflects the

feelings of the membership na-
tionallv. Even a majority of the
most moderate section of the
NUM. the Colliery Officials and
Staft Association (COSA). voted
for action. Feelings are running
high. o

Haslam and Co. are recognised
as Tory marionettes. Board mem-
bers’ salaries have been doubled
by the Government. Their total
emoluments  increased  from
£216.253 in 1985/86 to £346.099 in
1986/87.

Redeployment

Despite an  unprecedented
move by the NUM Executive to
accept independent arbitration as
binding in cascs of dismissed mi-
ners. the board insist that nothing
will be binding and that any
sacked miners who are reinstated
can be re-deployed to other col-
lieries.

The Tories through their stoo-
ges want to privatise the industry
for the benefit of a handful of
capitalists. In the process they

Labour conference
LPYS meeting

Wednesday 30 September, 12.30—2. Lewes
" Room, Royal Albion Hotel, Old Steyne. Speakers
. include Linda Douglas, NEC. Invited speaker
Peter Heathfield NUM.

$- - [

At this year’'s Yorkshire miners’ rally. Yorkshire miners have been
increasingly angry at British Coal bosses’ provecation.

* Step up the overtime ban—
minimal safety cover

* Prepare for wider action

* Prepare national strike against
imposition of “flexibie working”

ness. hesitation or division are
apparent among the NEC or the
Arca leaders.

Such a move would have to be
met with all-cut strike action. The
campaign on this issue should be

and consulted.

In the meantime. the current
overtime ban is scen as inade-
quate by the vast majority of
miners. It must be stepped up
immediately to include a ban on

would like to destroy the undertaken now  with  open all maintenance work _at wee-
NUM. branch meetings and rallics ad- kends and all midwecek overtime.
They would like to. But the  dressed by the national officials. Minimal safery cover should be

miners are preparing for a bitter
struggie against the code of con-

throughout the coalfields.
A national delegate conference

provided. This would be a sharp
answer to Haslam's threat to su-

- duct and the Wheeler. Plan. with representation from every spend the five dav week agree-
British Coal may well attempt  pit. branch or unit should be ment.

. N to impose “flexible working™ a1t convened as the campaign deve- Weakness invites aggression. It
Trickley NUM office shews the miiitancy that Haslam’s intransigence is one ar more pits in the course of lops. Thus all sections of the Is time to stand up and fight.
fuelling. this dispute if any signs of weak-  membership would be invoived

— 1 | would like to donate
' I ah £ ) p each week/
month to the fighting fund. ®  The immediate introduction and small business people. laws and reversal of at-
of a 35-hour week without & " ; tacks on the trade unions.
ioss in pay as a step pposition to the capitalist " o a
S H Or ter i\ Sell towards the eliminaticn of Common Market, the EEC. o ?ﬁ:ss';ﬁ w;ftl?o?rmsilzt);;l
i unemployment. For a socialist United States swugéar Z?sar mament. but
=T i .
. 4 © Roveral of ol Tory cwts 5 o BN i the rcognitontht
i | would like to sell avarsal of alil lory tats f only a socialist change of
- Name -« - v papers per week (minimum 5) CHALA TSRS pRgPeRG isatation: society in Britain and inter-
on a sale or return basis. of public works on housing, & " nationally can eliminate the
education, the health ser- Workers' management of danger of a nuclear
BAAYESS s 5w s % o5 § 86 pE s m T @ 3 & Bd g@ 5B HE W S b - vice, etc. the nationalised industries. holocaust
u scr' e These should be run on the '
® A minimum wage of £120 basis of one-third of the @ Nationalisation of the top
.............................. . : e 2 week tied to the cost of piaces on the management 200 monopolies, including
2 A iiving fer all, including sick board coming from the the banks and insurance
: ’Subscrlptlon rates: and disabled people. uqions in the industry, one- companies which control
i ) o = e o third from the TUC repre- 80 per cent to 85 per cent
g UK: issues...£5.50 26 issues £11.00 52 issues £22.00 @ A socialist plan of produc- senting the working class of the economy. This
e 26 issues £15.00 52 issues £30.00 tion democratically drawn as a whole, and one-third should be through an
§ mest of wora: 26 issues F£i8.00 52 issues £38.00 up aqd impﬁemen.ted by from the government. Eqabling .Bill in Parliament
& B committees involving the with minimum compensa-
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