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THE WAVE of revolutionary 
opposition to apartheid and 
capitalism by South African 
workers has forced Barclay' s 
Bank, and Thatcher's favourite 
contract cleaners, Pritchard's, 
to pull out of the country. 

Direct investment has become too 
much of a ri sk for the former owner 
of Barclays National (Barnat) , the 
largest clearing bank inS Africa , and 
the biggest UK company th ere. 

And anti-apartheid campaigns in 
Britain have persuaded man y young , 
potentiall y high earning custom ers to 
boycott Barclay's, while some Labour 
coun cil s ha ve changed bank s . 
Barclay's were even forced to produce 
int ern al leaflets to convince its own 
st a ff tha t it was ' a n a nti-apartheid 
ban k' . 

They said that their presence was en­
co uraging ' peaceful and evolutionary 
change.' Yet the present Barnat chai r­
man , Basil Hersov, was a member of 
the board which advises Both a on 
arm s purchases . Moralit y has nothing 
to do with their decision. They are sell­
ing thei r shares to other multi­
nationals-Anglo-American, De Beers 
and the Southern Life Association, 
and they will maintain indirect links 

with Barnat. 
Apartheid was designed to provide 

a compliant w..:rkforce for capitalism. 
No foreign comv:.>.nies took more ad­
vantage of this than Britain's bosses. 
Thorn / EM!, BTR, Courtaulds, 
Unilever, GEC, Shell, BP, Standard 
Chartered-it reads like a Who's Who 
of British capitalism . 

Half of the top 100 companies have 
a subsidiary in Souuth Africa. UK 
direct investment in apartheid is 
around £5 billion with another £6 
billion held in shares in South African 
companies . 

Botha 's government is worried that 
Barclay' s decision will have a domino 
effect on other companies. Apartheid 
will not be brought down by the 
Barclay' s of ti-Je world. But the labour 
and trade union movement should 
ta ke advantage of Botha's problems 
by building up links with the non­
racial unions fighting Botha 's state 
machine and the multinationals. 

British unions should draw up plans 
fo r workers: sanctions; actions in the 
docks , the airports and in all com­
panies associated with South Africa to 
hit hard at all trade . 

The power of the workers here can 
strengthen the fight for liberation and 
workers' power in South Africa. 

Profiting~ from Botha's regim~ 
.&~ ~ 

MONDAY'S WORLD in Action TV 
documentary showed how one British 
firm in particular is ~tm propping up 
apartheid. Consolidated Gold Fields 
run from London, making a profit of 
£575 million a year out of the low pay 
and atrocious conditions of their black 
workforce. 

Black miners face appalling risk of 
inj ury due to minimal safety provi­
sion; if injured they get miserly com­
pensation . T hey are housed in 
disgusting barracks and policed by 
thuggish security guards to produce 
high dividends for British bosses. 

The Gold Fields chairman, former 
Tory government minister Lord Erroll 
of Hale had the brass neck to claim 
that miners' living conditions were 
"better than I had at my public 
sclwol." The labour movement must 

take the complacent smirk off the 
bosses' faces, Consolidated have a 
large number of subsidiary companies. 
One of them, ARC, gets many con­
tracts for local authority and health 
service construction jobs. 

We say: 
* End all Labour council and health 

authority contracts with ARC 
companies . 

* Send messages of protest at condi­
tions to Consolidated Gold Fields 
Ltd, 49 Moorgate, London EC2 
6BQ. 

Messages of support for workers via 
~AN!JM, BQx 2424, J ohannesburg 
20(:3. Copies of Goldfields video 
available frorri SALEP, PO Box 77, 
London E8 4TB. 

• Anti-apartheid pro testors 
arrested- page 5. 

\ 

Liverpool housing 
Pages 8-9 

Tory war on 
council wages Page 13 
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OUR FIGHTING Fund is 
now £99,061. 

Clive Bomford has 
paid us £200 and has 
promised to send more 
at the end of November. 
Helen Taylor, Glasgow. 
has sent £100 . We ap-
peal to all readers to 
send us at least one 
week's income to push 
our cashometer to the 
top. 

Have you sen t your 
donation yet ? 

' 
' 
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..... THE REVELATIONS that the US has been supplying 
:;:;: military hardware to Iran to finance the ' Contra' war in :::: 

:l :~~:~~·::?,:;;~!:,=:~0:~~~~:!~;~~~~: ' 
:;:; The cabal around Reagan are like gangsters: corrupt ::~: 
;:;: and cynical , playing, in the world of power politics, the ;:;: 
{ game of cross and double-cross. Reagan himself has been ;:;: 

•••• ;~~~§Fg~;r~~~~fJ~i~~nf~;~~g~J;:~r •••• 
:;:; conferences. ;:;; 
:-:· .. 
·:·: Although the situation is not serious enough for Reagan ::::: 
::;: to be removed-as was the case with Richard Nixon- :;::: 

•••• t~F~~~}fj:ht~;~hi~~~;;~~h~£f:b'~!3iJ.d~:~~:~~~h~ 11 
···· or years t ese ypocntes ave een con emmng t e . · 
::;: alleged "morality" of Marxism as they see it and have :;:; 

•••• ~rE~~::~;.:;~,!o!~:r::~:!~:;~~~~,1~:;,~~~~:l~ , 
·:-: bargo held firm. In July last year Reagan himself describ- · · 
:;:; ed the Ayatollah Khomeini as a "new international ver- :;:; 

l ~~J!E~f(~II~~IJ~.·:~~:::~~~::·::~ l 
:·:· ministration was shipping arms to Tehran, either direct- ;:;:; 
;:;: ly, or through intermediaries like Israel, also a staunch :~:~: 

~1t 7if~~~ef~~~~c~t:~~~~t:~paen~~~e;}l~~~~~ri~fc~~~:~~-- :.:1.1_:1.: 

:::: On the very day that a British Foreign Office official 
.;:;: was in Washington to discuss the co-ordination of "anti- :::: 
:;:: terrorist" policy, the former National Security Adviser , ( 

11 ::i;;~;~,~~~~;~;~;~:;~~;~:;.;, ;;:~ •••• 
:;:;: point on "terrorism" or "counter-terrorism" are dictated :::: 
::;;: by the class interests of capitalism. The trumpeted "sane- ;:;: 
} tity" of "freedom" and "morality" mean nothing ( 
:·:· alongside the profits, power and prestige of the capitalist :::: 
~~~j . class . The US government has backed every reactionary :m 
:_;:_; gangster where it suited their class interests, including :::: 

brutal dictators like Pinochet in Chile, Duvalier in Haiti :·:· 

ill :li.~~:,;~;;~;~~;;~;;;~;;;~;~ i••i 
:;:;: conducting kidnapping in Beirut, the US has attempted :;:; 

:~~~ ~~;~:~~~~ ~~o~:~~~ ~~;~~~i~~c;/~r~~~~ ~~~~\:~ f 
:;:; in its present war and being by far the most dominant :;~:: 

!iii r~:::s~~ ~~et~i~~~!~~h~~~:r~~ri~~ ~~~~~a~t~!~~tg;~ ~~1: 
·.·. to open up contacts, especially with the Iranian military. :;;: 
;:;: These arms shipments and the overtures to Iran were ·.·. 
;:;:: made without a thought given to " moral" scruples or to :;:; 

[I ~~~~jJ~t~::~:~::~:::::~:::~::::~,:::: •••• 
·.·. upon a fundamentally di fferent basis to that of people ·.·. 
:;::: like Reagan. What is "moral" to the working class is that :;:; 
@ which furthers the interests, organisation and strength of ·.·. 

the working class in the fight for freedom, democracy 
and socialism; what is "immoral" is that which weakens 
the working class. 

The " Irangate Affair" -the most serious crisis to af­
fect his presidency-will contribute significantly to the 
collapse in support for Reagan, especially as the US 

:~:: I not remove the stain from the Reagan administration as ) 
;:;: a whole. But it is also a clear and unambiguous :;:: 
;:;: demonstration for all workers to see of the rottenness, :::; 
:::: degeneracy and bankruptcy predominant in the ruling .:::: 

!~~· ~~~s~;~~;i~~~~~a~~~~t~~:s~eadership of the most power- !lll: 

I ~!~~~t;:~fi}~¥;~~::;:~;;;;,~;;;;~ •••• 
:: ::::: : ::: :::::::::: ::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::~:;:=:::::;::::::: :::;::::::::~;:;:;::::::::~::;::::::::~:~:~::::::::: 

Tories sink into deeper 
trouble in MI5 spy case 
FRESH FROM the 
humiliating revelations of 
their deceit and botched 
cover-up over Westland 
new revelations of the 
Tory Cabinet's 'economy 
with the truth' are emerg­
ing in an Australian court 
room. 

Cabinet Secretary , Sir 
Robert Armstrong, (who 
protected Thatcher in front 
of the Select Committee in­
quiring into Westland) has 
been despatched down 
under . With a legal brief 
prepared by Attorney 
General, Sir Michael Havers, 
he was to argue in the New 
South Wales Supreme Court 
against publication of a 
book lifting the lid off the 
operations of MI5 , written 
by one of its former officers, 
Peter Wright. 

Among other things the 
book repeats the widely ac­
cepted allegation that Sir 
·Roger Hollis, a past head of 
MI5, was another Russian 
agent. 

Flimsy case 
Armstrong and Thatcher's 

case is that Wright, like all 
state officials , gave an 
undertaking not to reveal 
secrets. To do so, they argue, 
is tantamount to treachery . 
But this had been made to 
look embarassingly flimsy 
because:-
* Lord Rothschild, head of 

the 1970-74 Tory govern­
ment's think tank, paid 
Wright to return to Bri­
tain in 1980 to repeat his 
evidence against Hollis to 
Chapman Pincher who 
was writing his own 
book on MI5. Wright 
says he cannot believe 
Rothschild acted without 
government approval. 

* Pincher's book, which in-

eluded disclosures from 
other MI5 officers (none 
of whom have been pro­
secuted as a result) was 
given to MI5 and to the 
Cabinet Office prior to 
publication. Havers, ac­
cording to Pincher, told 
him privately while out 
shooting together, that 
there was no danger 
about publication. Even 
the Australian judge con­
cluded tbat : " The 
government authorised 
the book to be 
published." * A third book on MI5 has 
been written by Nigel 
West, a pseudonym for 
Tory parliamentary can­
didate Rupert Allason. 
This too contains 
material from MI5 
sources . Armstrong 
wrongly told the court 
that all the confidential 
information was removed 
before the book went to 
print. 

* Pincher claims that 
Havers told him no ac­
tion could be taken 
against West/ Allason, 
because he was a Tory 
candidate. Havers has 
vigorously prosecuted or­
dinary civil servants like 
Sarah Tisdall and Clive 
Ponting for leaks . 

Armstrong has been made 
to squirm, acting again as 
the government's straight 
man. But their real motive 
for trying to block this book 
goes deeper than mere party 
political credibility. 

MI5 is the secret service 
wing of the capitalist state, 
responsible for intelligence 
gathering and surveillance 
exclusively within the UK . 
But it does not just operate 
against foreign agents. Its 
role is to forewarn and pro­
tect the ruling class with its 

privileges against any threat 
to its domination of the 
economy and society from 
the majority of the 
population. 

Another ex-MI5 officer, 
Cathy Massiter, revealed on 
TV its phone tapping ac­
tivities against labour move­
ment activists, even the CND 
and the National Council for 
Civil Liberties . Justifying 
this, Armstrong said in 
court : "It would be 
justifiable for telephones to 
be intercepted in order to 
discover the extent of exter­
nal , possibly subversive, in­
fluence on the conduct of 
pay negotiations." 

Exposed 
Wright's book apparently 

exposes more fully than 
before .the covert methods of 
MI5, and against whom they 
are aimed . He details the 
plot hatched by MI5 officers 
('only a few' Armstrong ad­
mitted in court in mitigation) 
against the Harold Wilson 
Labour government. Im­
agine the lengths MI5 and 
the rest of the state ap­
paratus would go to under­
mine a left Labour govern­
ment , which is really 
threatening the rule of 
capital. 

The Labour leaders 
should use this case to- ex­
pose the Tories' hypocrisy, 
but also to warn of the threat 
to the labour movement's 
democratic rights . To avert 
it will require decisive 
measures by a new Labour 
government to expropriate 
capitalism and simultaneous­
ly to dismantle its state. That 
should include the disband­
ment of MI5 . 

By Jeremy Birch 

THE GOVERNMENT ad­
mitted last week that a serv­
ing a British Army officer 
did attend a conference on 
counter terror in London on 
3-4 November. As reported 
exclusively in Militant, the 
conference was organised by 
the US based Defense and 
Foreign Affairs group which 
calls for increased military 
action in Nicaragua. 

In answer to questions put 
by Dave Nellist MP, asking 
who attended the conference 
and what they spoke on, 
defence secretary Mr 
Freeman said "one UK 
military officer attended and 
spoke in general terms on 
certain aspects of special 
operations.'' 

He said that information 
about official attendance at 
previous conferences held by 
the Defense and Foreign Af­
fairs group is "not readily 
available and could only be 
provided at disproportionate 
cost." 

Dave Nellist also asked the 
leader of the House of Com­
mons, John Biffen, whether 
he was aware that the com­
manding officer of 2 para, 
David Parker, was also in­
vited to attend. He also ask­
ed if Biffen could explain 
how "the Prime Minister can 
denounce terrorism, when 
this conference was organis­
ed two weeks ago to discuss 
supporting terrorist opera­
tions against the govern­
ments of Nica ragua, 
Mozambique and Angola" 
and would the Secretary of 
State for Defence "make a 
statement to explain the 
government hypocrisy?" 

Biffen answered that he 
was "unware of all of those 
things, which I fear reflects 
the fact that I would make 
pedestrian company"­
which roughly means ' no 
comment'. · 

There is little doubt that 
such conferences and 
meetings take place regular­
ly and act as a forum for the 
military to work out strategy 
for defending the interests of 
capitalism. Since they are 
organised by private groups 
and in secret, governments 
can fairly easily deny any in­
volvement or official back­
ing. But the lessons and con­
clusions of such gatherings 
will be taken into the 
military and intelligence 
circles to be debated further. 

By a Militant reporter 

State: a warning to 
labour movement 

70p + 20p postage. 

The Political Police in 
Britain 
By Tony Bunyan. £5.50 
inc. post and package 

Available from World 
Socialist Books, 3/13 
Hepscott Rd. London 
E9 5HB 
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Hatton resigns but policies undefeated 
A YEAR on from the 
suspension of Liverpool 
District Labour Party, the 
National Executive Com­
mittee have finally suc­
ceeded in forcin-g the 
resignation of Derek Hat­
ton, Tony Mulhearn and 
Felicity Dowling from 
their council positions. 

The expelled councilors 
took this decision to defend 
the longer term interests of 
the Labour movement. The 
right wing dominated NEC 
were already preparing ac­
tion to discipline and pro­
bably expel! other members 
of the Labour Group, begin­
ning with the chair of 
finance Tony Byrne, follow­
ing the meeting to 
'reconstitute' the Group on 
20 November. 

As Tony Mulhearn put it: 
"The 27 November 1985 will 
go down as a day of infamy 
in the Liverpool labour 

movement. The day when 
the NEC suspended the 
District Labour Party and 
began their process of 
expulsion". 

The disgraceful attitude of 
Neil Kinnock and the 
Labour leadership has been 
to concentrate their fire on 
socialists within the Party 
and not against the Tories. 
On their shoulders lies the 
responsibility for splitting 
the unity of the Liverpool 
Labour Group. The forced 
resignation of these com­
rades, against the wishes of 
the majority of the Labour 
Group who were prepared to 
risk expulsion, is a tem­
porary victory for the 
Tories, their kept press and 
the right wing of the Labour 
Party. 

At last week's 
' reconstituted ' group 
meeting only a minority of 
the Group were initially in­
vited. Those who refused to 
sign a ' loyalty oath' were 
refused admittance. The ma-

FIVE HUNDRED people 
from Bradford's Asian com­
munity came to hear a 
debate between Pat Wall, 
prospective parliamentary 
candidate for Labour in 
Bradford North, and Geoff 
Lawler, the constituency's 
Tory MP, on the govern­
ment's imposition of visas 
on five black countries. 

The meeting was organis­
ed by Bradford North 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists. 

There was a heated discus­
sion with angry Asians argu­
ing that the new visa system 
was racist and supporters of 
Mr Lawler making com­
ments such as "This is a 
white man's country" and 
"Why don't you go back 
home?" 

While such comments 
were being made, Mr Lawler 
was still arguing that he was 
not racist, nor was his 
government. When asked to 
denounce those people and 
ask them to leave the 
meeting he refused, saying 
that what his supporters 
meant was that the majority 
of people in this country 
were white and that 'go back 
home' meant get.on the bus 
and go back home to your 
home in Bradford. 

Pat Wall was undoubted­
ly the most popular man in 
Bradford Moor area that 

jority of councillors had 
signed a letter which pointed 
out that they had "always 
abided by the constitution of 
the party" - words which 
gained one councillor, Frank 
Mills, admittance . Inex­
plicably this did not suffice 
for the other 22. 

Police lines 
On the night, left wing 

councillors found themselves 
confronted with a metal­
grilled entrance and lines of 
police outside the door of 
So gat's Liverpool head­
quarters, where the meeting 
took place. On the inside was 
Neil Kinnock's political 
commissionaire, Kilfoyle, 
refusing admittance to coun­
cillors who next month could 
be surcharged, disqualified 
and even bankrupted for 
defending official Labour 
Party policy . 

Rank and file Sogat 
members , particularly those 
standing outside ' Fortress 
Wapping' , must be wonder­
ing why their headquarters is 
being used in this way again­
st Liverpool councillors. 

The 200 demonstrators 
outside certainly made their 
feelings known . Singing 
"Let the socialists in, sport" 
to the tune of "Tie your 
kangeroo down " (a 
reference to Kilfoyle' s years 
in Australia). They kept up 
their pressure and support 
for the excluded councillors . 

Such was the stupidity of 
the Party in pursuing this 
policy, that even right wi ng 
councillors objected and 
demanded the excluded 
councillors be allowed 
admission. 

Fearing that the left would 
win the position of chairman 
and determine the course of 
the meeting , general 
secretary, Larry Whitty, in­
sisted that the position of 
leader and chairman was the 

night. The majority of peo­
ple cheered every statement 
that he made, capturing tJ,eir 
hl'arts and support. Pat Wall 
started by saying that this 
government was racist and 
seeks to divide the working 
people along racial lines hop­
ing to win some backward 
I ayers of the white 
community. 

He went on to say that the 
cost of sending immigration 
officers to the five countries 
was ten times higher than 
employing the necessary 
staff at the ports in Britain. 

He summed up by saying 
that to fight unemployment , 
poverty, bad housing and 
other ills of our society, 
black and white working 
class must unite to fight the 
Tories and their rotting 
system. · 

Lawler dug his own grave. 
He said that the new system 
would mean that people in 
the five countries would app­
ly for visas in the 'comfort' 
of their own home rather 
than wasting air fares by 
coming here and being turn­
ed back! 

About a dozen Asian 
youth at the meeting joined 

·the Young Socialists there 
and then. 

By Hamid Khayan 

same. 
This meant that Tony 

Byrne, the !efts choice to 
chair the meeting, was also 
elected leader of the coun­
cil. No election took place 
for deputy leader. 

The attitude of the Party 
leadership to John Hamilton 
is basically that he was a 
sacrificial lamb. Their tactics 
lost him the position of 
leader . 

The responsibility for this 
si tuation lies with Neil Kin­
nock who has given into the 
demands of Tebbit and 
Thatcher that the Marxists 
be expelled from the Party. 

But bureaucratic rule will 

not work in Liverpool where 
the majority of the ranks 
support the ideas of 
socialism and Marxism, 
something which the Party 
leadership cannot admit or 
understand . 

Lose control 
Democratically elected 

councillors could soon be 
removed by unelected 
judges. If the party leaders 
impose new candidates, as in 
Knowsley, and ignore the 
overwhelming majority of 
the membership they will be 
creating the possibility of 
Labour losing control of the 

TH E 

city. 
Derek Hatton said "we 

are not talking in terms of a 
defeat. Because our policies 
have not been defeated, nor 
our achievements destroyed. 
Individuals may have been 
forced to stand down, but 
others will step into their 
places and will continue with 
the same policies" . 

The Labour councillors 
may have suffered a tem­
porary set-back but they can 
hold their heads high. Their 
ac hievements speak for 
themselves. The creation of 
the most vibrant and 
democratic District Labour 
Party in the country with 

mass rank and file participa­
tion, and the most political­
ly aware working-class . 

And the implementation 
of a programme in housing 
and employment which will 
act as a living monument (see 
pages 8/ 9). 

As Tony Mulhearn put it: 
"The enemies of the District 
Labour Party should enjoy 
their victory, because it will 
be a short-lived one. We will 
not go away, we are part and 
parcel of the working class 
movement'' 

By Dave Cotteril 

OUT OF THE 

TU.C 

J\NIJ 
SCABS 

HI S 

Suspicions of 5 ,500 sacked print workers over the role of the 
EETPU in News International's move to Wapping now seems 
completely justified with new evidence which alleges that the 
electricians' leaders discussed plans with Murdoch. In her book 
At the End of the Street, Linda Malvern claims that minutes of 

a secret meeting show that there was a draft agreement bet­
ween the EETPU and the owners of the London Post which never 
came into existence. Above, angry print workers demonstrate 
outside the TUC which decided not to re-open the inquiry into 
the role of the EETPU . 

Kinnock condones T ebbit' s 
slur on left councils 

Whitty's 
double 
standards THE LABOUR leader­

ship have added fuel to 
the Tories' fire by 
underlining Tebbit' s at­
tack on 'loony left' 
councils. 

Neil Kinnock said at a 
meeting of the parliamentary 
Labour Party that these 
councils attract "lurid 
headlines" and obscured the 
real achievements of 99 per 
cent of Labour councils. 

The accusations of 
'zeolotry' made by both Kin­
nock and Labour's environ­
ment spokesman, John Cun­
ningham, only back up the 
Tories' propaganda of 'ex­
tremists' behind the rose', 
aimed at making a general 
attack on local democracy 
and local jobs and services. 

Nor are the Labour 
leaders specific about which 
policies in particular they are 
against, or which councils 
they are referring to, so that 
all left councils are lumped 
together and condemned at 
once. Kinnock's talk of blot­
ting out the real 
acheivements of most 
Labour councils sticks in the 
throat when that is precisley 
what he has-done in attack­
ing Liverpool -Council. 
Liverpool has built 4,500 
new houses and bungalows 
and created 2,000 new jobs, 
facts which have been 
obscured by the expulsions 

Joh'l Cunningham, repeated 
attacks on left councils. 

of councillors and now the 
splitting of the Labour 
Group by the right wing. 

Although Militant doesn't 
support some of the policies 
and methods of other left 
wing councils, like the 
divisive programme of 
positive discrimination to 
fight racism-the right of 
Labour councils to 
democratically decide and 
implement their policy must 
be upheld. 

Real damage 
The councils which need 

to be pulled into line, and 
which do Labour most 
damage are those who fail to 
defend jobs and services for 
working people . Labour 

controlled Coventry is in the 
process of closing Binley 
Park comprehensive school, 
having already closed the 
junior school. 

Another junior school is 
under threat of closure, yet 
councillor Phi! Hollifield 
was expelled from the 
Labour group after he was 
elected in February for 
voting against school 
closures . 

Hull Labour counci l is at­
tempting to sack a leading 
council shop steward, Alan 
Shadforth. He is being vic­
timised because he backed a 
strike by dustbin workers 
after one of their members 
was sacked. This followed a 
strike by bus workers over 
holiday pay and another 
strike over the implementa­
tion of the Tories' Transport 
Act leading to the loss of 
several hundred jobs. 

Labour's leaders should 
use their authority to prevent 
these councils from attack­
ing their own workers and 
members of their own party. 

United opposition by 
Labour authorities and the 
Party leaders would have far 
more affect in defeating the 
Tories' propaganda than 
helping to raise the spectre of 
extremism . 

By Ben Eastop 

IN THE few days between 
the Labour Group meeting 
and Derek Hatton's resigna­
tion, Larry Whitty actually 
wrote to the Chief Executive 
of Liverpool council, urging 
him not to recognise Derek 
as Deputy Leader. As if an 
unelected Labour Party of­
ficial, and not the working­
class voters of Liverpool 
could determine who their 
council representatives 
should be. 

Whitty insisted that the 
Labour Group could not 
vote non-members into 
council positions. Col­
laborating with expelled 
socialists is apparently unac­
ceptable, but formal 
agreements with the 
Liberai!SDP enemy are 
quite legitimate. Several 
Labour groups around the 
country have such 
agreements. On Exeter coun­
cil Labour is the largest 
single party, but without an 
overall majority, it has divid­
ed up the committee chairs 
with the Alliance. Indeed, 
left-wing Exeter party 
members were expelled for 
opposing the council's 
methods I and a similar deal 
with the Alliance on Devon 
County Council. 



Lies, smears an abuse 
Reply to the Black Caucus. Liverpool Echo and church leaders 
THE LIVERPOOL Echo has carried a 
two page spread which quotes extensive­
ly from a new book, Racial Politics of 
Militant in Liverpool, by the Liverpool 
Black Caucus, published by the Run­
nymede Trust. Despite saying "It's not 
just Militant who come under fire," the 
Echo headline was "Blacks V Militant, 
the years of conflict" and the accom­
panying editorial was entitled "Corrupt 
Militant. " 

It alleges that when the Black Caucus 
tried to oppose Sam Bond's appoinment 
by Liverpool City Council as its race 
relations adiviser, "the Militant led 

council really turned the heat on with 
threats and harassment." They say that 
the foreword by the Anglic.an bishop 
David Shepherd and Roman Catholic 
archbisho_p Derek Warlock " adds to the 
authority of the book" and the editorial 
finishes: "It merely confirms what we 
have known from the moment Militant 
wrapped its poisonous tentacles around 
Liverpool-that it is a corrupt and 
cynical organisation which shows an ut­
ter contempt for the democratic system 
and the Labour Party it has infected. It 
now stands condemned from almost 
every side." 

In the article, they write: "But despite 
the descriptions of the terrible history 
over the last three years, the authors still 
find room for optimism in the future. 
They examine the prospects for race 
relations work with either a new Liberal 
administration of a new Labour ad­
ministration if the present 47 rebels are 
barred from office by the House of 
Lords in January"! 

The following reply by Richard V en­
ton, Merseyside spokesman for Militant, 
was sent to the Liverpool Echo but only 
short extracts were published on 
Wednesday 26 November. 

I Your two page diatribe 
against Militant and 

Liverpool council 
regurgitates all the lies, 
smears and semi-literate 
abuse which the Echo and 
other enemies of Labour 
have poured out for two 
years . Like the Black Caucus 
book, your claims of corrup­
tion and racism are never 
substantiated with facts­
just based on the gossip and 
hearsay of people with a 
vested interests in attacking 
Militant. 

You show contempt for 

the truth in your editorial 
claim that Militant deals in 
"threats and harassment" . 
Prove it or publicly 
apologise! Your "witnesses" 
the Black Caucus, are the 
very people whose sup­
porters assaulted councillor 
Felicity Dowling at a public 
meeting ... I don't recall full 
page coverage of those 
methods. And when did the 
Echo ever expose police 
harassment of black youth? 

Your fundamental 
assumption is false : there is 
no conflict between Militant 

and the black community. 
You let slip that the Black 
Caucus are '' 12 people'' . 
Who elected them? Who do 
they represent? Certainly not 
the black community! They 
had their chance in the May 
elections and their candidate 
was obliterated in a 
democratic vote in Granby. 
And in the words of the 
Echo itself: "There is not a 
shadow of doubt that Liver­
pool's town hall election 
results were a success for 
Militant. No scouser could 
have been under any illusion 

that a vote for Labour in this 
city yesterday was a vote for 
Militant.'' 

The Black Caucus are self­
appointed and their vitriolic 
attacks on Sam Bond are 
because they wanted his job 
for one of their own small 
clique. That was why they 
are so keen to get a Liberal 
council which would oblige 
the Black Caucus but which 
would be an unmitigated 
disaster for black families 
who already suffer the worst 
levels of poverty and 
unemployment. 

It is the Echo in its sup­
port for this unelected 
clique-and not Militant­
which "shows an utter con­
tempt for the democratic 
system ." 

Exploitation 
Militant has already 

recognised that blacks suffer 
double exploitation under 
capitalism-as members of 
the working class and as 
blacks. Only a tiny elite of 
blacks (such as the authors 
of the Black Caucus book) 
escape mass unemployment, 
slums, racial discrimination 
and police harassment. 

Black Caucus supporter protesting against Liverpool City 
Council. 

wheels provision , compared 
to 0.3 per cent under the 
Liberals, and whilst there is 
still a long way to go, there 
are now more black council 
employees than ever in the 
council's history. 

Caucus and bishops have 
been noticeable for their 
absence . 

Militant will not be deter­
red in our struggle for 
workers unity against racism 
and capitalism by the smears 
of a very unholy alliance. 
And the black community of 
Liverpool 8 will applaud us 
just as they will condemn the 
clamour of the Echo and 
black caucus for the return 
of a l:_iberal council. 1 

A home renovated by the council in Liverpool 8 . 

The Militant influenced 
council has at least done 
something to redress the im­
balance. £53 million has 
been invested in Liverpool 8, 
in housing and capital pro­
grammes, already rehousing 
850 families. Blacks now 
receive 13 per cent of coun­
cil home-helps and meals on 

It is an insulting lie to say 
that Militant does not fight 
racism. We organised the 
Liverpool contingent to last 
year's demonstration in 
defence of the Newham 7 
who are black victims of 
racial terror and police at­
tacks . We have recently led 
anti-fascist campaigns in 
Li verpool where the Black 

A full analysis of the 
Black Caucus book will be 
published next week. 

THE SUSPENSION and then re­
instatement of Maureen 
McGoldrick, the head teacher in 
the London Borough of Brent, who 
is alleged to have made a 'racist' 
remark, is one of the issues used by 
Tebbit and Ridley in their diatribes 
against the 'loony left ' in Labour­
controlled councils . 

From these two members of the 
'raving right' whose government 
have starved councils of cash for 
vital services and imposed racist 
visa restrictions, such remarks reek 
of hypocrisy. Labour councillors 
need no lessons from Tories on 
how to fight racism . 

Ms McGoldrick was suspended 
after she had been accused of tell­
ing a council official, Sheilagh 
Szulc, that she "did not want any 
more black teachers" at her school, 
Sudbury Infants . She denies this. 
The Court of Appeal affirmed the 
right of the council , and not the 
governors, to take disciplinary ac­
tion, which all Labour councils will 
see as a victory. By then, however , 
Ms McGoldrick had been re­
instated, after protests from 
parents and strike action by the Na­
tional Union of Teachers . 

They Tories have linked this 
story with an earlier decision to 
employ 180 race relations super­
visors, whom the press descrige as 
'commissars', even thoug):{ the 
decision to make these appoint­
ments was made, with Labour sup­
port, by the previous Tory ad­
ministration, who had been offered 
£5 million by the Tory government 

The McGoldrick affair 

How to fight racism 
to improve education for ethnic 
minorities. 

The basic principle being follow­
ed by Brent council , of total op­
position to racism, is one that 
deserves the support of the whole 
labour movement. The borough 
has the highest proportion of black 
people of any authority in the 
country, over 50 per cent, yet out 
of 3000 teachers only 200 are black. 
Black children on the other hand 
leave schools with the least 
qualifications and form the majori­
ty of those suspended from school 
for bad behaviour. 

Discrimination 
There are undoubtedly elements 

amongst teachers and school gover­
nors who are resisting the council's 
attempt to fight for racial equali­
ty. In such a situation, the council 
is right to insist on the appointment 
of more black teachers and to wage 
a campaign against any conduct 
which discriminates against the 
black community. 

They are right to take action 

against employees who express 
racist opinions, but by trying to 
rl.iscipline those who make chance 
acist remarks they draw public at­
ention away from the underlying 

problems which cause racism. It 
leads to unnecessary rows about 
particular individuals, as in the 
McGoldrick affair. Her immediate 
suspension was an ill-advised over­
reaction. They should have taken 
no action before holding an inquiry 
to establish the facts, and only then 
considered any disciplinary action. 

Such excessive actiOns against in­
dividuals are intended to promote 
anti-racist views, but the danger is 
that, as in this case, they can 
sometimes make the situation 
worse by trivialising this important 
issue, antagonising parents and 
teachers who are in no way racist, 
and presenting the Tory press with 
an easy target with which to 
discredit the council's campaign 
against racism. 

The highly publicised campaigns 
by Brent and other London Labour 
councils against racism have also 
obscured their failure to stand up 

to the Tory cuts in education, hous­
ing and other services which have 
done so much to create a climate 
in which racism can flourish . Brent 
for example is short of 200 
teachers . Black or white, these ex­
tra 200 leaders would do more 
good for black children than the 
disiplining of Ms McGoldrick. 

Resentment 
Even the worthwhile under­

publicised work to create more jobs 
and provide more houses for ethnic 
minorities, is undermined by the 
fact that the overall number of jobs 
and houses available is shrinking. 
It is precisely competition for 
scarce resources that can lead to 
racial tension. In that context, the 
appointment and promotion of 
blacks is right in principal though 
it can create resentment amongst 
other workers and actually foment 
racist attitudes if such appoint­
ments are based purely on raciai 
background. 

Underlying much of Brent's ap­
proach is a misconception that 

racism is fundamentally a problem 
within the minds of white people, 
which is expressed in attitudes and 
statements, rather than a problem 
which arises out of the material 
conditions in which people grow 
up . Whenever poverty, unemploy­
ment, inadequate education and 
welfare services exist, the ruling 
class will try to stir up hostility bet­
ween workers of different races. In 
Britain, as a result of the history of 
British imperialism which sought to 
promote the view of 'colonial' 
peoples as inferior, this has been 
traditionally based on colour. 

The labour movement has a fine 
record in breaking down these pre­
judices and uniting workers of all 
races and nationalities in the com­
mon struggle to transform society. 

Part of this struggle involves 
specific campaigns against racism, 
especially within the workplace and 
Labour councils should not be 
deterred by Tory slanders and weak 
leadership from within their own 
party from continuing to act 
against racism. But is is crucial that 
they do not separate that issue from 
the wider struggle to build a 
socialist society in which the root 
causes of racism will be eliminated. 

By building new homes , expan­
ding services and saving jobs, as 
well as acting to improve the posi­
tion of ethnic minorities, Liverpool 
City Council have set an example 
to the movement of the socialist 
answer to racism . 

By Pat Craven 
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Young Socialists 
arrested after 
apartheid protest 

Campaign for 
youth vote 
"IT'S THE Tories fault I've 
been low paid for the last six 
years, if young people get 
organised we'll have 'em out 
in six months." 

Andy Walker a Teesside 
storekeeper and TGWU 
member was speaking at the 
first Northern Region Youth 
Forum organised by the Na­
tional Organisation of 
Labour Students (NOLS) 
and Trade Unionists for 
Labour (TUFL) in Newcas­
tle on 8 November. LAST SATURDAY, 22 November, 25 

members of Glasgow LPYS branches were ar­
rested, when over 40 Young Socialists were 
involved in picketing and occupying a Benet­
ton store. 

We were protesting at the 
knitwear chain ' s links with 
apartheid through their 
stores in South Africa . 

Thirteen Young Socialists 
entered the store: we told the 
s taff o f our purpose , 
although they recognised us 
from the previous pickets . 
We asked three customers if 
they would leave since we 
were about to sit in front of 
the doors back and front. 
Once told of our reasons, 
they left gladly, two wishing 
us luck . 

We ta lked to the staff, 
four young women, who 
were quite at ease and laugh­
ed at some of our funnier 
songs. They were horrified 
to learn that blacks in South 
Africa were not even allow­
ed to walk in the same streets 
and use the same facilities as 
whites. 

We drew attention to the 
corn pany ' s advert is ing 
slogan , " the united colours 

THE NATIONAL o f­
ficers of the LPYS have 
set up the 'LPYS Defence 
Fund' to raise money for 
legal costs for LPYS 
members arrested whilst 
campaigning to win the 
6.2 million young voters 
to Labour . 

This follows the arrests 
made on the 18 October 
demonstration where five 
LPYS members are to ap­
pear in court over the next 
fortnight on charges of 
obstruction . None of them 
have been granted legal aid 
and already the total legal 
costs are £600. 

Also last Saturday 3 LPYS 
members in Portsmou th 
were arrested and held for 44 
hours having urged a street 
meeting of over 300 people 
to get ac tive in the campaign 

By Tommy Sheridan 

of Benetton" with black and 
white women pictured in 
harmony. Blacks are pro­
bably not even allowed to 
enter their shops in South 
Africa as they are in white 
areas . 

We told the staff of the 
ecomomic exploitation of 
black workers, and the dai­
ly brutality and torture that 
they face . We raised the 
question of them joining 
USDA W and finding out 
more about apartheid . 

Police attack 
But outside, the police 

were less convinced than the 
staff. Three police vans had 
by now arrived and large 
numbers o f police were mull­
ing around the shop. We 
could hear YS members 
chanting " Benetton deals 
with Bot ha" o ut si de : 

to drive the Tories out of of­
fi ce. (See Militant 824). They 
al so need to raise an 
estimated £500 to get legal 
defence. 

It is clear that the police 
will not hesitate in using the 
' medieval' 1361 Justice of 
the Peace Act in order to ar­
rest and detain without 
charge for long periods . 

The arrescs in Portsmouth 
are a taste of the future in 
the run-up to the general 
election as LPYS members 
campaign for the return of a 
Labour government. 

Donations, urgently need­
ed from all bodies of the 
labour movement to cover 
the high legal costs, to be 
sent to : ' LP YS Legal 
Defence Fund' , c/ o LPYS, 
150 Walworth Road, Lon­
don SEJ7 JJT. 

Boycotting_ Kilroy-Silk 
THE OFFICERS of the 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists have refused an in­
vitation to take part in the 
opening programme of the 
new BBC daytime television 
programme " Day to Day". 

The programme started on 
25 November and will be on 
five mornings a week. The 
first programme dealt with 
the attitude of young people 
towards privatisation. 

John Ellen, National 
Chair of the LPYS explain­
ed: " We were asked to send 
a few members of the LPYS 
to make up the audience, 
which we would have liked 
to do, in order to smash 
some of the Tories' myths 

about privatisation. 
' ' But we feel that to ap­

pear on a programme 
chaired by Robert Kilroy 
Silk would be to give 
credibility to this ex-MP fo r 
Knowsley North who has 
scandalously recentl y 
serialised his memoirs in The 
Times. 

"We are not prepared to 
recognise a renegade like 
Kilroy Silk who rode 
roughshod over the wishes of 
6,000 printworkers who are 
calling for a boycott of Mur­
doch's titles. That is why we 
are boycotting this pro­
gramme and calling on the 
rest of the labour movement 
to do the same." 

Without any warning the 
police began arresting people 
indiscriminately. It seems 
handing out leaflets is now a 

-crime in Tory Britain. 
They arrested 12 com­

rades, then their attention 
turned to us inside . Without 
any warning they started try­
ing to push open the front 
doors. Our concentrated 
weight made this impossible 
so they started kicking and 
battering the all-glass door. 

We were reassured when 
the staff told us the glass was 
bullet proof and would not 
splinter but our relief was 
short lived when a truncheon 
on the glass door made it 
shatter. The staff, for the 
first time, were frightened . 
The police kept kicking the 
door, we moved away and 
they rushed in, four in plain 
clothes, one dressed like 
Belcher of Hill Street Blues. 

All in one van , and forc­
ed to sit on top o f one 
another, we were taken to 
the police station . All 25 of 
us were told we would be in­
side until Monday morning . 
Against all routine, we were 
then locked up for 8 to I 0 

hours each , fingerprintecj 
and photographed twice. We 
stayed resilient , brushing up 
on our singing, including a 
new version of "Stick it in 
your famil y album" when 
the police photographed us . 

The pressure o f the labour 
movement in Glasgow and 
as far away as London even­
tually got us out that night: 
"We have been bloody 
harassed by the Young 
Socialists" the police told us . 
We were told we had been 

photographed because of the 
' political ' nature of the 
offense. 

The arrests are a setback 
to our campaign. We now 
face a court case and possi­
ble fines . But a massive cam­
paign will be launched for 
support and we will not give 
up our fight. 

One of the biggest state 
machines in the world has 
not cowed South Africa' s 
black workers. Ten hours in­
side will not cow us. 

The forum aimed to bring 
together students, young 
trade unionists and 
unemployed youth to discuss 
campaigning for the youth 
vote for Labour and to en­
courage youth campaign 
committees in every consti­
tuency in the Northern 
Region. 

About 70 people turned 
out. The ideas of the Labour 
Party Young Sociali st s 
played a large part. Three 
out of the four report backs 
on the youth campaign com­
mittees' sessions were given 
by LPYS members giving ex­
amples of YS branches' ac­
tivities around the 18 Oc­
tober demonstration. The 
fourth report back, by a 
NOLS member, praised the 
LPYS for its campaigning 
work and for policies such as 
a guaranteed job for youth. 

Later in the afternoon 
there · was an open youth 
debate between speakers 
from NOLS, TUFL, a local 
prospective parliamentary 
candidate and the LPYS on 
a future Labour govern­
ment 's policies. 

Theresa Carey got a rous­
ing response to her call fo r 
Labour to take over big 
business and the city under 
the democratic control of -
workers who create the 
wealth of society. 

There were useful discus­
sions on political and 
organisational issues involv­
ed in winning the youth vote 
and setting up democratic 
trade union youth sections. 
The day was successful in 
bringing together young peo­
ple to discuss ideas. ~any 
YS members felt an oppor­
tunity had been missed to 
circulate the event more 
widely in the workplaces as 
there were only a few rank 
and file trade unionists pre­
sent. The LPYS themselves 
got only three days notice. 

Nonetheless LPYS bran­
ches should welcome the set­
ting up of genuine youth 
campaign committees with 
representatives from all sec­
tions of the movement. They 
can play a big part in both 
winning young voters to 
Labour and building a mass 
LPYS before, during and 
after the next election. 

Glasgow Young Socialists on the LPYS demo on 18 October when five LPYS members were arrested . 
By a Militant reporter 

The following tapes of lead offs on important issues for socialists are available from World Socialist 
Books. If you want something to bring you back to reality after the Christmas pudding, take up this 
special offer. 

Tapes for Christmas 
1. The origins of Bolshevism (1860-1900). Woods 
2 . The Rise of Bolshevism (to 191 7). Birch 
3 . The Russian Revolut ion. Mullins 
4. The Life of Trotsky. Grant and Hemson 
5. The Theory of Permanent Revolution. Silverman 
6. The Chinese Revolution of 1925-27 . Taatfe 
7 . The Chinese Revolution of 1944-49. Taaffe 
8 . The Colonial Revolution (China and Cuba) _ Brooks 
9. The colonial Revolution and South Africa. Hem son 
10 . The South African Revolut ion (rally 6/86) Sejake, Simpson, Nellis t 
1 1 . The Colonial Revolution Today. Birch 
12 . The Latin American Revolut ion unfolds. Walsh 
13. What is Imperialism? Cross 
14. Chile on the Brink (March 851- Taaffe 
1 5 . The Nicaraguan Revolut ion. Saunois 
16. Ire land and Permanent Revolut ion. Venton 
1 7. Ireland to partition . Venton 
18. Anglo- lr ish Agreement -No Solution (6/86). Grant 
19 . The Rise of Fascism in Germany . Birch 
20. The Spanish Revolution .1931 -39 . Wood s 

2 1. The French Popular Front of 1936. Ramage 
2 2 . The early h istory of the trade un ions. Hopwood 
23. The General Strike-1 926 and today. Boyle 
24 . Has Thatcher weakened the unions? Jarvis 
25. Marxism and Black Nationalism. Lee 
26. Slavery and Black resistance . Fra mpton 
27. Historical Materialism 119611. Grant 
28. Historical Materialism. Cross 
29 . Dialectical Materialism . Pickard 
30. The relevance of Marxism today. Grant 
31 . The Origins of the State . Silverman 
32. Is Bri tain a police state? Edwards 
33. The causes of the post war boom. McKee 
34. World Famine . Wadding ton 
35 . A Charter for Women Workers. Redwood 
36 . "You can't expell ideas " (Ra lly July 86 )_ Grant 
3 7. The Socialist Way Forward-Debat e. Taaffe and Johnstone 

All tapes £1.25 . 5 for £5, please add lOp per tape for post age_ 

I enclose a cheque/PO for . _ ... ___ . 
Please send me tape no 's . . _______ . . 
Name Address . . . _ . . __ 
Return to World Socialist Books, 3/ 13 Hepscott Rd , London 
E9 5HB. 
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'Professio 
"THE SPECTACULAR five thousand strong Militant 
tendency rally in London's Albert Hall was an im­
pressive show of strength." 

"About 5,000 Militant supporters gathered to par­
ticipate in a ral ly which with its dramatic laser light 
show and video review of 1 986 displayed a profes­
sionalism and passion that easily challenged Labour's 
party conference at Blackpool .'' 

These quotes come not from Militant reporters but from 
Frank Chapple in the Daily Mail and Michael Cassell in the 
Financial Times. 

All the reviews of the Militant 
rally in the national press were 
complimentary. Although nearly 
all managed to insert a sting in the 
tail somewhere along the line, they 
struggled in vain to find fault wit h 
the rally, either its technical execu­
tion or the tone and content of the 
speeches. The press came expecting 
to ring the bells of doom and 
gloom for Militant, but instead left 
wringing their hands. 

These reports did not spring 
from any sympathy for Militant, 
but reveal recognition by our op­
ponents of the serious political 
force that Militant now represents . 
In terms of professionalism, en­
thusiasm, elan and mora le, Mili­
tant far outstrips any rivals in the 
labour movement. 

It was not just the laser shows or 
the videos which impressed the 
scribes of the bourgeois but the 
speeches. Michael Cassell in the 
journal of big business, the Finan­
cial Times, spends little time on the 
lasers and lights but soberly gets to 
the heart of the matter, assessing 
the mood of lilt Militant supporters 
at the rally: 

Very much alive 
"The pin-striped stewards, hav­

ing just presided over the Royal 
British Legion Festival of 
Rememberance, appeared bemus­
ed: Mr Kinnock, the Labour leader 
would have been utterly depressed. 

"For Militant organised a de­
fiant , full-hearted gathering of the 
faithful to listen to its favourite 
sons and daughters and prove that, 
in spite of some setbacks at the 
hands of the courts and the Labour 
Party leadership, it remains very 

By Ken Smith 

much alive and totall y 
unrepentant ... 

'' ... The cheers were reserved 
for people such as Mr Tony 
Mulhearn, for 23 years a Labour 
Party member until his expulsion 
by Labour's National Executive 
Committee. Mr Mulhearn defiantl y 
holding on to his post as President 
of Liverpool District Labour Par­
ty, recited its achievements in 
Liverpool, including creat ing 
I 0,000 jobs in the construction in­
dustry and building 4,500 new 
homes .-. . 

'' ... Mr P eter Taaffe, edi tor of 
Militant and another expelled par­
ty member, said Knowsley had pro­
ved a shameful result for Labour. 
It was a devastating indictment 
that, after "a seven year-long 
nightmare," the Tories stood any 
chance of re-election. If the Labour 
leadership opened the door to 
another five years of Thatcherism, 
it would never by forgiven by the 
working class. 

"The undisputed hero of the 
day, however, was Derek Hatton, 
who said he still spoke, despite the 
Labour purge as deputy leader of 
Liverpool City Council. 

"People were totally confused, 
he said, by the actions of the 
Labour leadership in expelling 
those whose worst crime was to 
carry out their pre-election pro­
mises . The Labour Party did not 
belong to Mr Kinnock but to 
millions of people who fought for 
a true socialist party . . . 

" .. . Militant says it will not be 
back at the Albert Hall in 1987 . 
The building it claims, will not be 

Double your sales , 
NOW IS the time to turn your Mili­
tant Rally pledge to sell more copies 
into actual sales. Let's end 
1986- the year of Militant-on a 
high note to set the tone for 1987 
as the year of a more freq uent 
Militant. 

Next week's Militant will carry a 
four page feature on the way for­
ward for mineworkers. Every shift 
at every pit should be targetted with 
this issue in a campaign to build 
more regular sales among miners . 
Order extra copies now. 

And while you' re planning 
ahead , the following week's issue 
(dated 12 December) will be the last 
before Christmas. (The next will be 

dated 2 January.) We are appeal­
ing to every seller to make 12-14 
December a weekend of action to 
boost our circulation by organising 
workplace and dole sales on the 
Friday, a street sale on Saturday 
and door to door sales on the hous­
ing estates on Sunday. With a bit 
of forethought you could double 
the sales in your area as your 
Christmas gift to Militant. -

Well done Southampton . sup­
porters who last week sold 25 
copies outside the dole office in two 
days. 

By Andy Beadle 

ism and passion' 

big enough to house its swelling 
ranks. Mr Kinnock might wish that 
Militant holds its next rally 
overseas." 

Other papers offered no 'Oiess 
serious reports. Even the norm. ~\ lly 
rabid Daily Mail who speciali in 
cover to cover red scare sto 'es 
designed to frighten old ladies in 
the shires into voting Tory, was for 
once sombre and serious: 

"Then, through a mist of white 
smoke released on stage, the 
brothers emerged like stars at a pop 
concert. And with their images 
thrown on to a 40ft screen, the 
banished rebels of the Labour Par­
ty stabbed their fingers at the air 
to scream a torrent of defiance. 

"With thunder in his voice Peter 
Taaffe warned Mr Kinnock: 
"Don' t think you are going to 
cower Marxism as shown by Mili­
tant. Others more powerful than 
you have tried that. You are going 
to have to recognise that Militant 
is a new phenonemon. The leader­
ship of the party have given the 
heads of Tony Mulhearn and 
Derek Hatton on a platter to the 
ruling class." 

Undaunted defiance 
The Daily Telegraph , normally 

still living in the era when the 
Albert Hall was first built, dragg­
ed itself into the 20th century to 
report the rally: 

"Undaunted by the Labour Par­
ty's expulsion of its leading lights 
and talk of further purges, the 
Trotskyite Militant Tendency 
demonstrated its defiance with a 
glossy "high tech" rally at the 
Albert Hall yesterday. 

"The overwhelmingly young au­
dience, estimated by the organisers 
at nearly 5,000 were given a display 
of razzmatazz closer to an 
American political rally than the 
hairshirts tradition of the extreme 
left. " 

And The Guardian , ostensibly a 
consciousness raising periodical for 
the tired and jaded middle class, 
found itself exuberantly refreshed 
after only one day at a Militant 
rally: 

"Yet there was no doubting the 
poli tical commitment of those at­
tending the rally . T he bars, during 
the speeches, were completely emp­
ty, an occurence unknown at any 
other polit ical gathering. An emo­
tional appeal by Ms Frances Cur­
ran, the former Young Socialist 
delegate to Labour' s national ex­
ecutive, raised £33,049 , one person 
donat ing £5,000 and five others 
£1,000 each. 

''After the Red Flag and the In-

Dear Comrades, 
Well done and thank you for 

our rally. I hope you were pleas­
ed to see the good press coverage 
afterwards. You must have work­
ed so hard and earned it. It was 
quite different from previous 
Militant rallies, and from other 
meetings, but appropriate to the 
time. 

Although it was very profes­
sional and slick it undoubtedly 
had Militant's stamp all over it. 
I was specially impressed by the 
deaf interpreter, the light show, 
the cabaret, particularly the 
brilliant conjurer, and very mov­
ed by the Liverpool councillors 
and their families, and represen­
tatives of strikers, coming on 
stage at the end. I had to stand 
up to salute their courage. 

ternationale, the rall y ended as it 
had begun: with the platform par­
ty supplemented by London youth 
marchers in neat red caps a nd 
anoraks, bathed in dry ice smoke 
and a virtuoso laser display which 
lit up t he hall in swirling 
st roboscopic patterns before 
resolving into a giant Militant 86 
slogan. 

" Can you imagine the Labour 
Party doing this? a steward said as 
the hall began to clear. Last night , 
Kinnock and Hattersley couldn't 
even fill the Shaw Theatre in 
Camden. That's their idea of a 
mass rally. " 

It was left to newly born 'In­
dependent' to whine like a spoilt 
child who had their favourite toy 
stolen, yet the flippancy of their 
report could not hide the im­
pressive achievements of the rally: 

"Lasers weaved patterns on the 
balcony, the throbbing music 
reached a peak and the names of 
the stars were greeted with cheers 
as they were flashed on an elec­
tronic screen. 

"As the excitement reached a 
peak , the stars of the show strode 
briskly on to the stage to wild 
applause. 

" This was not the latest rock 
band on a global tour, but the 1986 
Militant rally at the Royal Albert 
Hall-radical chic meets the Marx­
ist brothers. 

''The image was deliberately 
upbeat to woo a generation whose 
expectations of excitement are 
more attuned to The Tube than 
Das Kapital." 

Also well done with the creche. 
ha·ve complained in previous 

years . .._ this oae was much bet­
ter, especially the security on the 
door. 

Of the speakers, I most en­
joyed Peter Taaffe and Ted Grant 
who was truly inspiring. My 
eldest, who is eight , spent the 
afternoon in the hall and liked 
Nimrod Sejake the best, as he has 
a great interest in South Africa. 

I also felt that Clare Doyle was 
a brilliant chairperson in the 
afternoon session, and the appeal 
was a model of how to raise 
money. 

I came home awed and 
impressed. 

Fraternally, 
Julia lngram, 
Southampton. 

Last year we were told that Mili­
tant was about to be marginalised , 
so it would be appropriate to take 
a quote from 7 Days, the weekly 
journal of the marginal Euro­
Communists, which reflects as 
much their terminal decline as the 
increasing strength of support fo r 
Militant: 

'' It was a highly professional ex­
ercise with spotlights sweeping the 
audience as Curran appealed for 
cash . 

Superbly organised 
"Someone donated £5,000 from 

the sale of their ho use, and even I 
felt st rangely compelled to turn out 
my pockets. 

" Militant is a perplexing beast. 
Despite everything it seems to be 
thriving, and, in particular, attrac­
ting young people . It is superbly 
organised and efficient despite its 
dubious policies, or maybe because 
of them, and is possibly now the 
most powerful Marxist grouping 
on the left. 

" The rest of the left and com­
munists in particular, should take 
it seriously." 

For the last year the capitalist 
press have tried to slander the Mili­
tan t o ut of existence. Having fai l­
ed at that, it may just be that they 
are trying to damn us with faint 
praise . But that will not stop the 
Militant going from strength to 
strength, as will be witnessed at the 
next Militant National Rally in 
June 1988 at the Alexandra Palace. 
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Diseases 
-do the 
Tories care? 
THE STROUD area, and in particular the little 
town of Stonehouse has recently received the 
. dubious distinction of being the home of a poten­
tially fatal disease-meningitis. 

It can affect people of all 
ages, but young people are 
especially prone. 

Four of the victims have 
died and of the nine serious­
ly affected two are totally 
deaf and four partially. One 
person lost fingertips due to 
septicemia, one has brain 
damage and the others suf­
fer from behavioural 
problems. 

The policy of the Health 
Authority has been to say as 
little as possible in the hope 
that it will all go away. But 
it hasn't and won't. 

Earlier this year a leaflet 
was issued by Stroud District 
Council in an attempt to 
calm the increasing alarm in 
the community. But under 
the heading: "How will I 
know if I or my child has 

meningitis", all it could say 
was: "The best advice which 
can be given is aptly summ­
ed up by quoting the mother 
of a patient, 'You will know 
that your child has 
something really wrong with 
him.'" 

There is not one family in 
the area that has not been af­
fected in one way or another. 
If a child has a headache, the 
first reaction of the parent(s) 
is that that child could have 
a "killer disease". And who 
can blame them? How else 
can anyone react when they 
are not given full, factual 
information? 

Some of the publicity has 
been spurred on by the fact 
that Gloucestershire is home 
to several members of the 

Royal Family. Captain Mark 
Phillips went on TV with the 
brave message that his fami­
ly would not be frightened 
off. It's alright for them, 
they can come and go as they 
please. In an epidemic you 
would not see them for dust. 
But ask any council tenant 
where they would go, or 
what possibility they have of 
leaving. 

Increase 
resources 

Stroud's MP, the Tory Sir 
Anthony Kershaw, asked in 
the Commons whether fur­
ther steps would be taken to 
increase medical resources to 
discover the cause and 
prevention of the disease. 
The very fact that he felt 
forced to raise it at all il- . 
lust rates the extent to which 

done' under the Tories to end killer diseases . 

this issue has gripped the launched . Over the past 
area. Needless to say Health three weeks thousands of 
Minister, Barney Hayhoe, Stonehouse residents have 
soon put his mind at rest, participated in the giving of 
''Everything possible is a blood sample- to indicate· 
already being done." what groups, if any, are im-

Does Sir Anthony think mune to the disease; a saliva 
that money is holding up sample-to try and establish 
research? Apparently not. a link between the level of 

Stonehouse was honoured anti bodies and the risk of 
with a visit and public catching the disease; a throat 
meeting from the Junior swab-to identify carriers . 
Health Minister, Baroness 
Trumpington. This meeting, 
scheduled for the evening 
was switched to the after­
noon at the last moment, 
which meant a lot fewer peo­
ple were able to attend. 
Again the message was clear, 
"Everything possible was be­
ing done ." 

Now, however, due to 
pressure from public opinion 
the biggest medical opera­
tion of its kind has just been 

Study in 
jeopardy 

The willingness of 
residents to participate (over 
80 per cent of a population 
of 7 ,000, turned out in our 
own time under our own 
steam) shows just how much 
we want to understand, help 
and solve the meningitis 
problem . 

Unfortunately, even after 

this, a future, more com­
prehensive study is in jeopar­
dy due to lack of availabili­
ty of government funds. 

Thousands of pounds 
have been raised by local 
people, but the wider study, 
which would have to involve 
up to 45,000 people around 
the country, as a necessary 
follow up to the work cur­
rently being done, will cost 
around £58,000 over three 
years. Only £13,000 has been 
agreed by the "caring" 
Tories. · 

The Tories are subjecting 
communities throughout the 
country to a serious and 
potentially fatal disease 
because of their tightfisted 
policies. 

By Manny Thain 
(Stroud LPYS) 

Private labs cash • 
1n 

A RECENT Panorama programme 
linked the ahuming rise of cervical 
cancer in younger women with pro­
miscuity. So women have brought it on 
themselves! A neat way for the powers 
that be to duck reponsibility . 

But a leaked Northern Region Health 
report pinpoints a high incidence of cer­
vical cancer in South Tees, North 
Tyneside, North West Durham and 
Hartlepool. In North Tyneside, cover­
ing North Shields and Wallsend (where 
my own mother- a cancer victim­
lived) cervical cancer death rates are 44 
per cent above the national average with 
76 deaths between 1974 and 1983. 
Countless other women have had 
hysterectomies- a major operation to 
remove the cancer. 

Are Geordie women simply more 
promiscuous? Cervical cancer is a clear 
class issue. For all these areas are highly 

industrialised with heavy engineering in­
dustries and many with chemical in­
dustries. Working class women, par­
ticularly those with partners who work 
in industries like these, are most at risk. 

The report says: "It is likely that 
women in this district do not get ap­
propriate service~ ... without ap­
propriate and effective intervention it is 
likely that very high death rates from 
cervical cancer will continue to rise." 

Halve deaths 
A screening system costing £6 million 

could halve the number of deaths. 
Militant (17/ 10/ 86) pointed out that 

60 per cent of those who die of the 
disease have never been screened. My 
mother at the age of 69 had her first 
smear a few months before she died, 
and only because her doctor suspected 

cancer due to severe haemorrhaging. 
Many women who die of the disease 

leave behind young children and the 
distress caused in these families is acute. 

Annual screening , linked to a com­
puterized automatic recall system is vital 
if lives are to be saved. Cancer screen­
ing units could visit workplaces (as the 
·BJoodtransfusion Service does) and also 
the housing estates. A huge publicity 
drive would make women more aware 
of the issues. But even all this is not 
enough. Research must be conducted in­
to possible causes of cancer­
environment and drugs should be 
highlighted. But all this needs money, 
not Tory health cuts. 

By Heather Rawling 
(Leicester West Labour Party) 

THJ~ ROYAL College of 
Pathologists has set up a 
register for the increasing 
number of private 
laboratories which are ex­
ploiting the National Health 
Service back-log of smear­
tests. 

At present anybody is en­
titled to set up a laboratory 
to process cervical smears, 
and there are no regulations 
governing the qualifications 
of the staff employed or the 
standard of quality control. 

The standard of testing at 
the se private labs is also 
dubious . A quality control 
test last year showed that a 
private lab failed to notice 
four out of five positive 
smears . 

Pressure in NHS 
laboratories has increased 

considerably over the last 
year or so due to the publici-­
ty surrounding. women not 
being screened, leading to a 
processing backlog of six 
months in some areas. 

The College wrote to 11 
private firms . Dr Peter Trott 
of the college's special ad­
visory committee on 
cytopathology said: "Eight 
of the firms wished to 
register. But we have no 
power to stop the· others 
screening smears". 

So now apparently, after 
battling with GP's to allow 
more regular testing of 
women, there is no 
guarantee that the test will be 
examined by qualified staff. 

By Anne Lewin 
(Newham NE LPYS) 

£250 000 Fighting Fund 
YOU MIGHT think that, after the 
marvellous collection at the Rally, cash for 
our £ Y. million appeal would have slowed 
down, but you'd be wrong. 

The nearer we get to our target, the more 
our supporters seem to be spurred on to 
donate or raise the cash for a more frequent 
Militant. 

It's often those with the least who dig 
deepest. Who can match the sacrifice of An­
drew Shepherd from Middlesbrough, who 
is unemployed and has donated £300 to our 
appeal? Or M una and Chris from Stoke-on­
Trent. Chris has just lost his job and Muna 
has recently had twins, yet they' ve managed 
to give £75. 

Supporters in East Midlands are leading 
the way, sending us £1257 this week in­
cluding £30 from a school student and £90 
from Judy Rees. Special mention to Alex 
Tarry, a student from Stafford who's already 
given £200 and has donated a further £100. 
Thanks also to Dave Peden from Birm-

ingham who's donated £50 of his dole money 
(2 weeks income), M Benn from Mansfield 
for £125, Alison McSkimming from NE 
Scotland for £50, Daniel Olive-Lund from 
Hebden Bridge for £58 and Raymond Gun­
nian, a new reader from Lanark who sent us 
£185.25! 

Don' t forget the new Calendars and Xmas 
Draw tickets. Just mention the first prize of 
a fortnight in Spain and they'll be snapped 
up! 

Finally get cracking and organise those end 
of quarter socials to celebrate reaching our 
most ambitious target ever. But get the cash 
in by the end of the quarter. Good Luck! 

Other donations include: K Robinson 
Barnsley NUM £10, Littleton Pit collection 
£ 1 0. 83; T Carroll unemployed, £7.50, A 
Mclaughlin £5, T Mclaughlin £4, (all 
Liverpool Broadgreen) ; A Farnese 
Westminster UCW £9; £130 from Aire 
Valley for sale of pictures at the Rally and 
£35.70 from Halifax f or sale of scarves. 
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Feature by Ben Eastop 

MR AND Mrs Holland (above) moved 15 months ago into 
their new house in Dingle. Fnr ~ S -~~~~-;: they lived in 
Kings Gardens (top), a large e; !rj t t" r:;:·,.,: r. , ·,+ block with open 
walkways. 

"When w e f irst moved i,r; o;; :.<~:~~ ' 0 ·: , __ ,._ '-: ·:hat we were 
on holiday and w ould have t ;; ~n '·: ::: ~' ·' _;;· ve got a b:g 
garden-1 got sunburned for thG ti r~;: : i:• · -3 ever sitting O'.'t 

in the summer," Mrs Holland said. 
"If it w asn't for Derek Hatton t hen I'm sure that ·· ; ··' 

, . , this would have happened,'' she said. They said ' · . 
.. <: Liberals took over in the ci t y t hen t here w ou!d [-, · 
clamp down on the house building. They thought t!.c..~ ' 
housing programme had made a vast improvement in th '~ 
ci t y, but there were " still old people living in conditions 
worse than those we were in. They should move the old 
people out first." 

11 

/ 

WHEN PATRICK Jenkin visited Liverpool as 
Environment Minister he said he had never 
before witnessed such housing conditions. 
He told the City council: "I can give you an 
assurance that I will do my very best to en­
sure that allocations to Liverpool next year 
11985) under the Housing Investment Pro­
gramme and the Urban Programme, taken 
together, will enable the council to make 
positive progress in dealing with the city's 
severe needs." 

right to live in a decent home at a price they 
can afford." 

Sincet' 
worth of 
ed with 
created i 

lt was the determination of the Liverpool 
labour movement with its strong Marxist 
component which ensured that these 
socialist policies were carried through by the 
Labour council. 

But the following year the resources for 
housing in the city were slashed by 34 per 
cent. So much for Tory commitment. 

Today 4,097 new homes and bungalows 
have been built. Another 4,000 homes have 
been improved and 350 houses created by 
'top downing' walk-up flats. 5,000 slum 
dwellings in tenements and tower blocks 
have been pulled down or are awaiting 
demolition. 

But the 
been gai 
determin• 
proveme1 
unless tt 
which en 
are dealt 
ner city . 
compoun 

In the, 
nationali! 
stitutiom 

But undaunted the council set about, what 
finance chair Tony Byrne calls, "the most im­
aginative and magnificent programme of ur­
ban regeneration anywhere in the country.'' 

lt is a programme which had been thrash­
ed out and agreed democratically in the Liver­
pool District Labour Party well before Labour 
came to power in 1983. lt was founded on 
the premise that "Everyone must have the 

But the regeneration programme is not just 
concerned with housing . lt's also about the 
environment and jobs. What was coined t he 
'total approach' aims to ensure that all needs 
oft he community are catered for. Sports cen­
tres have been built, local shops renovated 
and a new park has been created in Everton . 

As t he 
clear, pu 
struction 
the natio 
perty is t l 
realise th 
througho 

Tony Byrne (right), chair of 
finance explains how the ur­
ban regeneration programme 
was worked out and 
financed. 

So where was the urban regenera­
tion strategy worked out? 
As a concept it was worked out in 
the Liverpool District Labour Par­
ty. I was the convenor of the DLP 
housing sub-committee which also 
dealt with inner city policy . 

Once we were elected, as part of 
the urban regeneration strategy, 
every single person affected by the 
proposals of the authority was in 
vited to meetings which were held 
in the town hall or in their 
localities . Any questions or com­
ments were recorded, and the 
responses were given to every in­
dividual in writing. We have had, 
and still have, a very intensive con­
sulatative process . 
The Labour leaders have atUu:ked 
the relationship between the DLP 
and the Labour Group. Would the 
strategy for urban regeneration 
renewal have suffered had this rela­
tionship not exsisted? 
I think it was a Tory MP who said 
that your adversaries are known to 
you and they are in the opposition. 
But your enemies are all behind 
you. This has been borne out of my 
experience recently. 

I am absolutely certain that the 
relationship which existed prior to 
the disbandment between the DLP 
and the Labour Group, if known 
· ~ rruth to every other district in the 

. ~ :- y, would be the envy of 
.. • ' . •ther district in the country. 

:)f the saddest things to me 
, "1.e way it has been 

, .::presented and abused. I 
.¥ould be surprised if there is 
anywhere in the country where the 
chair of the finance and strategy of 
a council, who was responsible for 
the budget of the council, and the 
capital programme, would be ac-

countable on a week by week basis 
as I was. 
So in simple tenns how was the 
housing programme and urban 
regeneration strategy financed? 
It's quite straight forward . We've 
simply drawn forward spending 
from future years-' capital 
resources. So, instead of a capital 
programme of £50 million a year, 
which would be in line with govern­
ment spending limits, we have 
financed a capital programme of 
£100 million a year. There' s 
nothing magical about it. If we had 
operated within the normal con­
straints we wouldn' t have carried 
out the programme. We've basical­
ly, by financial devices, found our 
way round the constraints placed 
upon us. 

The important part about that is 
that those things are available to 
any Labour council. 

The question needs to be posed: 
'Why haven't other Labour 
authorities done it on a scale that 
we have?' It would have made a 
fundamental impact in terms of im­
provements on ordinary working 
people' s daily lives, and also on the 
employment prospects in the con­
struction industry. 
What an tlw ;,ptications of the 

budget settlement last year? 
Once we lost the battle with the 
government-leaving aside why 
that happened- the role of the 
trade union leaders and the na­
tional leaders of the Labour 
Party-and we didn ' t secure more 
resources to fill the gap which was 
created by the reduction in the rate 
support grant , we used capital 
resources to bridge that gap . 

So as well as bringing forward 
future years' capital resources for 
the capital programme, we also us­
ed part of these resources to 
finance the revenue account. 

First we did the deal with a 
French bank, involving disposal of 
mortgages then we did two defer­
red purchase deals, one with a 
Swiss bank and then the latest with 
a Japanese bank . That totalled 
£100 million. Part was used for the 
capital programme and part was 
used for the revenue account. 
That was the result of the de/eat? 
Yes . That will mean that those 
capital resources will not be 
available for next year and we will 
not be able to do the things which 
would improve the daily lives of or­
dinary working people . 
Will that affect the strategy as it 
stands? 
Yes it will slow it down . 
Roy Hattersley has said that a future 
Labour government would not do 
anything about debts incurred by 
Labour authorities before Labour 
comes to power. How would that af­
fect Liverpool? 

In simple terms, in Liverpool, 
the average rents for council 
houses, not including rates are 
about £17 per week now-as an 
aside· that is exactly the same level 
as when we came to power . Of this 
about £11.50 goes on interest 
payments. 

So if a Labour government does 
nothing about the debt we will be 
at the mercy of rhe money markets 
and fluctuating interest rates. That 



~ programme started £ 11 0 million 
uilding contracts have been plac­
'uilding firms and 16,000 jobs 
the building industry. 
~ can be no illusions that what has 
ed in Liverpool through political 
:ion will lead to a permanent im­
: in the lives of working people, 
' root causes of urban decline, 
nate from the crisis of capitalism, 
1ith. Liverpool and many other in­
·eas face a mounting debt crisis 
ed by extortionate interest rates . 
1d this can only be solved by the 
tion of the banks and financial in­
in order to provide cheap credit. 
1istrict Labour Party policy makes 
lie ownership of the major con­
,dustries and building suppliers and 
31isation of all private rented pro­
~ very least which is necessary to 
demand for decent homes for all 

t t he country . 

Labour government could not even 
be treating local authorities on an 
equal basis with home owners who 
get mortgage relief. It is saying that 
the poorest are going to have to pay 
for their own recovery, and that it 
is not going to give local authorities 
the resources to build with . 
So what do you expect from a future 
lAbour government? 
For this council to make an impact 
on the problems of environment, 
housing etc , it needs capital 
resources of at least £130 million a 
year. It needs the assistance to en­
sure that it is able to sustain that 
through subsidy or whatever. 
Presumably from Liverpool 's point 
of view it would prefer direct grants 
to raising more money through 
borrowing? 
It doesn't matter- looking at it 
from a council's point of view-as 
long as we get access to a high level 
of capital resources so that we can 
carry on with council programmes. 
The difficulty is financing the debt. 

The historical debt of Liverpool 
which has accumulated is around 
£650 million which means as a city 
we have to find about £70 million 
a year in interest payments . That 
means we need assistance to 
finance the debt. 

As a socialist, if you are in a 
poor area you need the national 
government to direct resources in 
your favour. You would hope that 
a socialist government would want 
to do something about the large 
levels of interest payments. 

How the population of the coun­
try can be deceived by the nonsense 
talked at the last Labour Party con­
ference I do not know. How 
anybody can believe that it is possi­
ble to carry out a sensible and pro­
gressive policy, which will start to 
redress the imbalance caused by the 
Tories since 1979 and make the 
resources available, just by taxing 
everybody over £27,000, I do not 
know. 
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ew houses with gardens built by Liverpool 
council according to Liveq:iool district Labour Party 
policy. 

New neighbourhood housing office in front of the infamous Piggeries blocks being 
demolished. 

Socialist housing policy 
Peter Ferguson, deputy chair 
of housing explains how the 
housing policy was 
determined. 
What would a more radical pro­
gramme involve? 
I think radicalism is attractive to 
the population. I think the reason 
that Thatcher won is because she 
is 'radical' . When people know that 
there is something wrong , as they 
do, then they will find a more 
radical stance alternative . If the 
Labour Party was saying there is 
something radically wrong and 
radical steps need to be taken I 
think people will respond to it. 
How did you decide on the 17 prinri­
ty areas? 
They were decided on the ~ormal 
criteria of social need-similar to 
the Housing Action Areas of the 
1970' s. These would include areas 
of hard to let flats, run-down 
estates and properties lacking basic 
amenities. 

We also included some 1960s 
estates such as Speke, Croxteth and 
Cantrill Farm . 

Once we had identified the areas 
we reorganised housing manage­
ment on the basis of 
neighbourhood offices. There are 
now 19 new local offices . Previous­
ly allocation was on the basis of 
points. Now, with the reorganisa­
tion 'needs groups' are identified 
and resources allocated to each 
group. 
Ho w is the policy decided for what 
sort of housing to build? 
The policy document for the coun­
cil ' s strategy was originally drawn 
up by the District Labour Party. It 
is updated each year, although this 
year it was sabotaged by the 
disbandment of the DLP. 

It is party policy not to build 
flats or high rise, but to build 
houses with gardens front and back 
and access for a car to the front 
door. The aim is to do away with 
all communal areas such as com­
mon stairways and common 
entrances. 

For the elderly it is Party policy 
to keep people in the community . 
A sixty year old widow who can get 
out and .about would resist going 
into sheltered accommodation. We 
follow a 'mixed community policy' 
with the elderly in bungalows 
alongside families and so on. It has 
been a hundred per cent successful. 
How does the policy of decentralisa­
tion work? 
Emergency repairs are now done by 
mobile craftsmen as opposed to the 
previous system of working from 
a depot. Often the craftsman 
would travel to the job on a bus, 
then find no-one there-it could 
take ages. Now the small repai rs 
arc done from the neighbourhood 
office. Each housing management 
area has . its own maintenance 

'Top downing' of old walk-up flats to create houses and bungalows. 

caravan which operates on a pressure. In other areas of the 
cyclical system. country tenants' associations have 

The work-load is enormous. It is a different role. 
just a question of keeping your To take an example: An Urban 
nerve until we' ve broken the back Regeneration Strategy (URS) is 
of it. designated, financial approval is 
What is the council's attitude to granted by the government. 
housing co-ops? All the lettable houses or flats in 
Housing co-ops have built no more the area are refurbished. Then 'top 
than 260 houses in the whole of downing' is carried out on some 
their history . blocks. This means that the top one 

The council is not opposed to eo- or two floors of three storey blocks 
ops in principle. But they have been are taken off to give houses or 
used as a substitute for a proper bungalows. The common stairways 
housing programme. The Liberals and entrances are blocked off and 
weren't building any houses when new front doors are put in. The 
they were in power, so people who transformation is dramatic. Then 
were desperate and in a position to new homes may be built in another 
do something resorted to housing part of the area. 
co-ops. But if there is no housing Then a new problem arises. Get-
programme to replace run down ting a new house is like winning the 
estates then those who are most pools, or better. They are like any 
destitute get stuck in unfit house you would want to buy. The 
housing-so ghettoes are formed . tenants move in and they are 

Labour has followed up the cu- allocated purely according to need. 
ops by building new houses and But the tenants still living in 
knocking down the old blocks. refurbished flats want to move in-
Then there is the problem of to the new houses. The communi-
deciding who goes in the co-ops . ty council people start kicking up 
The old man on the bottom floor a fuss, and the "squeaking wheels" 
who's a bit smelly and goes to the came out and say that the tenants 
ale house a lot might not get invited aren't getting a fair deal . The 
to meetings. The lady on the tenth ·tenants outside the URS want their 
floor with half-a-dozen cats may flats refurbished, or want to move 
not be invited. into new houses. Even some living 

Some groups only give priority in houses built in the '60s want to 
to their own families or friends, the get out because the houses are dif-
publican, or even to people who ficult to heat , or were built accor-
don' t live in the city. That I can ding to the trendy vehicular-free 
prove. The most recent co-ops are designs . 
based on religious persuasion-the So by dealing with a need, the 
Green and Orange thing. aspirations are increased, and a 
What envolvement do the tenants' new need is created. 

assocwtions have in allocating --. This demand, purely in a 
resources? political sense is valid . Why can' t 
Representation comes through the everyone have a decent house? 
Labour Party. In every ward par- But the council is operating 
ty there are people who live and within the severe constraints of the 
work in the community. capitalist system. Within these con-

In 2 r iry where the council is do- •traints the most democratic way of 
ing s•: · :·. ing and building hous"' ~ · · x at ing resources is through the 
then tne tenants' associations art r .-istrict Labour Party and the 
less important as points of labour movement. 

-~ -Legacy -of _ 
--~SUIJPO.r~~::..: -'. , -

TERRY LINSA Y, a General and 
Municipal union branch 5 shop 
steward, was taken on by the city 
council 18 months ago in the parks 
and gardens. He first got active in 
the Labour Party before the elec­
tion in 1983 when Labour came to 
power. 

He got interested in politics by 
reading the anti-facist magazine 
Searchlight. " I've always been 
against fascism. Searchlight was 
good but it never explained why it 
happened ,"he said. 

He started getting interested in 
Militant in 1982, and then began 
working for the city council elec­
tion in 1983. 
What did you think about the 
campaign? _ 
" I didn't expect Labour to win at 
first" he says. "But I was en­
thusiastic about the campaign, 
especially with what had happen­
ed under the Liberals with the 
threat of 5,000 redundancies. 

"The Liberals put up posters 
saying Marxists out , Liberals in. 
But it inspired us to do something. 
The Liberals were putting out all 
this crap and Labour was promis­
ing jobs and services. 
With all the attacks on the council, ­
what do the people you work with 
think about the possibility of lAbour 
losing control? 

"The lads that I work with know 
what they are up against. They are 
prepared to fight. They've been out 
of work for months or years. They 
see what the council is doing and 
they are prepared to repay that 
commitment. 
What about Neil Kinnock? 

" Well he came to Liverpool last 
year to see the slums. He keeps 
mouthing off about 'when Labour 
is elected' -but Liverpool has done 
it already. 

" One of the lads at work said: 
'I've been out of work for three 
years. I wasn't politically aware, 
and then got taken on by the coun­
cil. Now I see Kinnock attacking 
them and I've seen him attacking 
the miners. And I wonder what 
kind of 'leader' he is-a so-called 
leader.' 

"Kinnock should be standing up 
at every opportunity and suppor­
ting workers in struggle instead of 
stabbing them in the back, and do­
ing what the press want him to 
do.'' 
How do you see the lAbour Party 
developing? 

I can see events developing with 
what has happened in Liverpool 
popping up all over the place. 
Liverpool is the most political city 
in the country. Workers , >•wh ~re 

will be looldng <1t Livl"": , . · ·-' 
will see wha: •!>!' en;·- .· · 
They will st~rt 1: : . · •:, :. 

happened at the L':- , ·. ·- , . :' :~: ' -'" -
ference and Ki.,;·. ~·'- :. · =· ;; : <:~ .: ~'- ' •;l> 

t ilt! cou.adl . 
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Philippines, El Salvador 

Philippines: right -wing threat not ended 
THE COLLAPSE of the 
right-wing colonels' coup in 
the Philippines last weekend 
has given a temporary 
breathing space to President 
Aquino. But it has left her 
regime as unstable, if not 
more unstable than before. 

as well as the '!efts' whose 
heads Enrile had demanded. 

But Enrile's resignation, 
in itself, is a very qualified 
victory for the mass move­
ment. Aquino's new govern­
ment will remain a govern­
ment of the parasitic ruling 
class. Enrile's replacement, 
General Ileto, is a rabid anti­
communist whose dif­
ferences with Enrile have 
been only tactical. 

ed for all-out war to crush 
the NPA. Ileto's views are 
only marginally different: 
"The communist New Peo­
ple's Army must be 
eliminated. But right now(!) 
the government is trying to 
find a peaceful solution." 

Disappointed 
No doubt the 500,000-

strong demonstration at the 
funeral of murdered trade 
union leader Rolando 
Olalio, two days earlier, had 
warned the ruling class that 
a coup attempt would be 
premature. 

The armed forces chief, 
General Ramos, stayed the 
plotters' hand. Aquino 
dissolved her cabinet, thus 

Cory Aquino 

The latest crisis built up 
around Aquino' s futile ef­
forts to end the peasants' 
struggle for land by signing 
a ceasefire with the guerilla 
New People's Army. Enrile 
totally opposed this and call-

While at the mercy of the 
capitalists and generals, 
Aquino at the same time 
looks for support to the 
workers and youth who put 
her in power last February, 
hoping to end the horrors of 
the Marcos years. 

getting rid at a stroke of 
Defence Minister Enrile, 
godfather of the right wing, Their hopes have been 

Febe's story:trade unionists 
under attack in El Salvador 
EARLIER THIS month, Reagan sign­
ed into law his $100 million military aid 
~ackage for the right-wing Contra ter­
:orists in Nicaragua. The arms have 
begun to arrive, and fighting has begun 
to flare up along the Honduran border. 

Reagan's Republicans are desperate­
ly looking for a "success" in foreign 
policy in the run-up to the 1938 
presidential election, following their 
defeat in the recent Congressiooar elec­
tions aad the shattering exposure of 

their secret arms deal with Iran. 
Overthrowing the radical Sandinista 

regime in Nicaragua, and imposing a 
pax Americana in Central America, re­
mains one of their main aims. 

Reagah claims to oppose "ex­
tremism" of the right as well as the left, 
and to want •othing more than 
"democracy" in Central America. His 
real pupo~ iS to stabilise regimes, 
backed by the local capitalists and lan­
downers, wbidt will enforce tile interests 

FEBE ELIZABETH to get me to confess to being 
with the FMLN. 

of US big business in the region. The 
semi-parliamentary regime in El 
Salvador is one that receives whole­
hearted US backing. 

This exclusive interview with a trade 
union leader in El Salvador gives a 
graphic impression of the kind of 
"democracy" that Reagan is threaten­
ing to impose on the working people 
throughout Central America, and 
beyond. 

disappointed. The euphoria 
of February is changing in­
to disillusionment, laying the 
basis for spreading apathy 
but also for the beginnings 
of a revolutionary 
opposition. 

The capitalists will try to 
restore their naked dictator­
ship when they consider that 
the masses will no longer rise 
up to defend the Aquino 
regime. 

Out of government, 
Enrile's hands are freed to 
prepare for 'the next time'. 
No restrictions have been im­
posed on h\m. He has receiv­
ed a stream of top visitors 
this week, including various 

Assassinations of opposition 
squads "still happen". 

generals and Aquino's own 
Vice-President, Laurel. 

Next time, Ramos might 
let the dogs off the leash. 

The leaders of the workers 
and the youth are now fac­
ed more urgently with the 
need to provide an alter­
native to the failure of the 
Aquino regime. Mobilised 
around clear social ist 
policies, the mass of working 
people can crush the reac­
tion, take control of society 
into their own hands, and 
begin to rid their society of 
poverty, joblessness and 
landlessness. 

By George Collins 

Velasquez is a trade unionist 
who leads from the front. 
Her name can be seen 
scrawled all over the walls of 
San Salvador. Her activity as 
general secretary of the CIR­
CA Textile Workers' Union, 
and International Affairs 
Director of the National 
Federation of Salvadoran 
Workers (FENASTRAS) 
recently got her into the 
hands of the dreaded 
Treasury Police . 

"More questions were 
asked about my family and 
my four children ... they were 
trying psychological oppres­
sion on me. This went on for 
hours. I denied everything. I 
told them I was a trade 
unionist fighting for the 
workers, not a soldier or spy. 

Slogan at La Bermuda refugee camp in El Salvador: "We condemn the savage repression of 20 comrades of Fenastras ... " 

A few weeks ago, i11 San 
Salvador, she told me of her 
ordeal which began when she 
was abducted by men in 
plain clothes on the morning 
of 7 July. 

" They threw me into the 
back oft he car, where I was 
bound and gagged. Almost 
immediately they started 
shouting at me, accusing me 
of being with the FMLN'' 
lanti-government gueri ll a 
movement). 

Although Febe didn 't 
know it, she was being taken 
to Treasury Police head­
quarters. They put her into 
a blacked-out, unventilated 
room. Eventually men in 
uniform came and began to 
interrogate her. 

"They made me put on 
some dirty clothes ... I was so 
frightened I wanted to pee, 
but they wouldn't let me. 
They asked questions about 
my fellow workers and tried 

"Then a young man in 
uniform came forward, say­
ing he didn't believe a 
word .. . Then he hit me a few 
times." 

In El Salvador's recent 
history the Treasury Police 
have more blood on their 
'",;,nds than anyone. It was 
they who led the terrible 
repression which claimed the 
lives of 50,000 Salvadoreans 
in 1980-1984. President 
Duarte was elected as a 
"reformist" at a time when 
all visible opposition had 
been killed , driven into exile 
or joined the guerillas in the 
hills. 

With "democracy" now 
established, Duarte is sup­
posedly engaging in a noble 
struggle against the ex­
tremists of both left and 
right. Both Reagan and 
Duarte have been credited 
with the sharp fall in the 
number of assassinations. Of 
course, these things still hap­
pen, but the odd corpse here 
and there is 'better' than the 
truckloads of the past. 

But few in El Salvador 
believe that Duarte really has 
the military under control, 
and Febe Velasquez is not 
one of them. 

"After the man who hit 
me left, another came who 
was more violent. He said 
there was no difference bet­
ween men and women 
here ... ; if I wanted to suffer 
I could. 

" They wanted me to sign 
a confession on video, 
stating that the unions of 
FENASTRAS were working 
with terrorists... They tied 
me to a bench, face down, 
with my arms up behind my 
back. When I wouldn't 
answer questions, they pull­
ed the bench up from the 
floor until I thought my 
arms would snap .. . 

"When this didn't work, 
they tried to buy me off, say­
ing they would give me a nice 
house and a car, things that 
would make me and my kids 
happy. But I knew I couldn't 
accept this because it would 
weaken the struggle ... " 

Little did Febe know that, 
from the moment of her ar­
rest, workers were coming to 

her aid. First her 300 eo­
workers at the CIRCA tex­
tile plant declared an in­
definite stoppage and 
demonstrated outside the 
Treasury Police HQ. 

This led to a wave of sym­
pathy strikes as seven other 
affiliates of FENASTRAS 
communicated the news of 
Febe's capture to their 
members . The Social Securi­
ty workers and the teachers' 
union also took protest 
action. 

Solidarity 
Meanwhi le, trade 

unionists in the US, Mexico 
and Europe were taking up 
the issue. Within 48 hours 
over 120 telegrams were sent 
to President Duarte and 
Treasury Police Director 
Golcher. More than a hun­
dred US trade unionists sign­
ed an ad submitted to a San 
Salvador paper, demanding 
Velasquez's release . 

All this was the result of 
a campaign by 
FENASTRAS represen­
tatives in the US together 
with those in the AFL-CIO 

who have come out against 
Reagan's policies in Central 
America. 

Following this pressure, 
Febe was brought before the 
Government Commission on 
Human Rights: "That day 
they brought me back my 
clothes and shoes". 

On Friday morning, 11 
July, Duarte personally 
escorted Febe from the 
Treasury Police head­
quarters to the office of 
FENASTRAS. 

"As we drove through the 
streets .. ./ could see my name 
painted all over the walls. 
Not only this, Duarte show­
ed me all the letters and 
telegrams he had received 
calling for my release. I 
knew then it was the solidari­
ty of the workers which led 
to my freedom ... " 

The determination of the 
workers in El Salvador to 
free Febe Velasquez is just 
one more sign that the work­
ing class is back on its feet 
in that country . The unions 
which still support Duarte 
(mainly funded through the 
US State Department) have 
been unable to stem the tide. 

These organisations are 
shrinking, .as more and more 
workers join unions of 
UNTS (a coalition of unions 
opposed to Duarte ' s 
policies) . 

The growing unity of the 
working class constitutes a 
key threat to the govern­
ment. There are signs that 
the war against the guerillas 
is now less of an immediate 
worry to Duarte and the US 
than the workers' struggle in 
the cities . 

Febe's story demonstrates 
again the value of interna­
tional solidarit y among 
workers. However, if the 
military are to be immobilis­
ed in El Salvador, interna­
tional solidarity must move 
onto a higher plane . Wi th 
the death squads poised to 
move again, the need to 
forge direct links between 
Salvadoran workers and 
their comrades in Central 
America, the US and beyond 
has never been more press­
ing. 

From a correspondent 

'TI 
c 
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Socialists not forgotten Tory fails survival course 
Dear Comrades, 

Readers may remember that in March last 
year, the allegedly 'socialist' Zimbabwean 
government imprisoned without trial and 
tortured a number of Marxists who were 
working in the trade unions or in ZANU-PF. 
Mugabe denounced them as 'subversives' 
and enemies. 

These comrades should know that their 
struggle has left its mark on the con­
sciousness of the working class throughout 
Southern Africa, and especially in South 
Africa. 

On 11 October this year, when the new SA 
Railways and Harbour Workers Union was 

launched in Port Elizabeth, one of the songs 
sung in Xhosa by the black workers went as 
follows: 

Ezimbabwe bazitshisile, lngalo zikaMarx, 
Bazitshisile ingalo, ZikaMarx, Zeziziphuku­
phuku, Zama Bourgeoisie, Ezicamanga 
ngengcinezelo, Sizobanyathela-nyathela, 
NgeMarxism. 

This means: "In Zimbabwe they have 
burnt the followers of Marx. The bourgeoisie 
are fools. They are thinking to push us down. 
We are going to tread them into the ground 
with Marxism'. 

Yours in struggle 
A reader in South Africa 

Dear Comrades, 
During my time in the 

Royal Navy I volunteered 
for a one week survival 
course. 

During that week (which is 
burnt into my memory for 
life) I ate two slices of bread, 
one herring, a third of a 
squirrel, a third of an old 
hen and a handful of water 

insects that I caught when I 
became desperate. 

Tory MP Piers Merchant 
recently tried a similar ex­
periment, surviving on the 
dole for a week. No lasting 
health risk here. 

Whilst my experiment was 
an honest attempt to learn 
the harsh realities of sur­
vival, this Tory entered a 

workers house with the sole 
purpose of justifying the 
agony of life on the dole, in 
order to inflict what he sees 
as 'real poverty' on the 
unemployed in the future. 

Yours fraternally 
Vie Dale 
Isle of Wight 

Dear Comrades, 
There is much discussion among socialists 

at this time of year about the wearing of 
Remembrance poppies. 

or "rule Britannia", but in memory of the 
millions of ordinary people who died and 
suffered due to the rottenness of capitalism 
and Stalinism. 

Some claim it is nationalist or warist. My 
view is that they are worn in memory. 

Not in memory of "God save the king" 

Yours fraternally 
Nick Hewitt 
Hounslow 

Restart . .. 
start again 
and again 

Christmas-one big pain 
Dear Comrades, 

I have just finished a 
restart course and surprise, 
surprise, I am still 
unemployed. 

I took a course as a 
plumber which was an ab­
solute waste of time. All you 
do is work in bays, fit in a 
bathroom, turn the water 
on, make sure nothing is 
leaking, then take it all out 
so someone else can use the 
pipes again. 

Bricklayers build a wall 
about ten courses high, then 
knock it down again, clean 
the bricks and start again. 

It reminds me of the film 
Cool hand Luke where he has 
to dig a hole then fill it in 
again, but he had committed 
a crime, my only crime is be­
ing unemployed. 

The toys every child would like for Christmas, but these buggies at over £200 each are strictly for those with wealthy parents. 

Also Edwina Currie going 
on about people in the North 
not knowing how to diet 
properly: Well, in the can­
teen on restart, the menu was 
nearly always chips, and you 
couldn't even get a piece of 
wholemeal bread, and that is 
a government run 
establishment. 

Yours fraternally 
Phi! Roberts 
Birkenhead 

Dear Comrades, 
"Please can I just look at the toys 

mum?" pleaded my seven-year old 
daughter Beverly as she dragged me 
towards the toy section in Woolworths 
last Saturday. 

Christmas is a great time-if you're 
a kid. But for the parents, especially 
if you're on the dole or low wages it's 
just one big pain. 

And what is Beverly expecting for 
Christmas this year? Well-in Bever­
ly's eyes not a lot really, when you 
consider the constant round-the-clock 
toy advertisements that are bombard­
ed into the brains of young children 

via the television. 
"I'd really like a ' Jem' doll" com­

ments Beverly as she stares up misty 
eyed at a £9.95 piece of glorified 
plastic dressed up in a bit of cotton 
and glitter. 

As well as 'J em' Beverly is also an­
ticipating getting 'Ghost Castle' (a 
board game) at the cheap price of 
£8.99! 

"That's it Beverly. We've done 
enough looking for one day" I said 
after what appeared to be a lifetime 
of looking at rows and shelves of Care 
Bears, Cabbage-patch kids and Barbie 
dolls . 

There's one consolation for my 
daughter however. Having both a 
mother and father who are socialists 
Beverly learned the financial realities 
of Christmas long ago. 

As we wandered out of "the wonder 
of Woolworths" Beverly pipes up: 
"Santa only delivers your presents, 
doesn't he mum-like the postman? 
It' s your mums and dads who have to 
pay for it all". 

By Jackie Mulholland and 
Beverly Walsh 
Stevenage 

Celebrating Guy Fawkes Public pays for de-regulation 

Dear Comrades, 
For many years, the working class 

has been led to believe that we 
celebrate Guy Fawkes night because he 
failed to blow up Parliament. 

In my area Guy Fawkes was 
celebrated with some extra enthusiasm 
this year. Is this because the real 
reason we celebrate it is because he 
made an attempt to destroy an 

undemocratic institution, unrepresen­
tative and oppressive of the working 
class? 

If this is so then I anticipate Guy 
Fawkes night will be celebrated with 
increasing enthusiasm in coming years. 

Yours fraternally 
Tony McNulty 
Liverpool 20 

Dear Comrades, 
Late this afternoon, I saw a 

young mother with a baby waiting 
for a bus in the rain. There was no 
shelter, so she had to keep the tod­
dler beneath the cover on his push­
chair, rather than folding it up, 
ready to get on the bus. 

Wllen it finally arrived, five 
minutes late, she had to lift and 
squeeze the chair through the nar­
row door. The driver , under 
pressure from de-regulation, was 
impatient. The two were barely on 
the bus before it was moving again. 

It was an old bus, the first along 
the route for over an IJour, so that 

Priorities 
Dear Comrades, 

Women workers in Hackney 
may wonder at the decisions taken 
at Hackney Women's Council on 
I 8 November. Two resolution were 
put forward though only one could 
be sent to the Greater London 
Labour Party Annual Conference. 

In the name of equality oppor­
tunities the Tories are to enable 
employers to expect both men and 
women to work longer and at 
whatever hour they wish. As it 
stands now women cannot be ex· 

it was crowded and steamy from 
the rain. The woman wrestled with 
the chair in the narrow aisle. 

The bus company were no doubt 
delighted with the takings from a 
full load-it is the driver and the 
passengers who pay for their 
penny-pinching: no shelters; poor 
timetables; old buses and no con­
ductor. Socialism can do nothing 
about the weather but it can at least 
ensure a comfortable journey home 
in all conditions. 

Yours fraternally 
Pat Bell 
Gowerton 

pected to work nights. 
The resolution called for an ex­

tension of protective legislation and 
an end to non-essential night 
working. 

Unfortunately, it was not this 
resolution but one on the five NEC 
women's places that was 
prioritised. 

To Women's Action Committee 
supporters, so obsessed with these 
constitutional changes, clearly the 
real problems of working women 
are less important. 

Yours fraternally 
Louise Birch 
Hackney Women's Council 

Printers 
Dear Comrades, 

On visiting my local ward 
Labour Party in Plymouth 
this week, we were told of a 
demonstration that is plann­
ed by the Party in conjunc­
tion with SOGAT officials 
and in support of the Wap­
ping printers boycott. 

The circular explained at 
length that 'they' didn't 
want 'rent a mob' or 'just 
anyone' turning up and that 
party members wishing to 
take part must submit their 
names for approval in ad­
vance. Anyone disapproved 
of or just turning up might 
'not be made welcome'. This 
at a supposed public 
demonstration in the shopp­
ing centre. 

These undemocratic 
Stalinist methods will never 
win any gains for the print 
workers or for working peo­
ple in Plymouth. 

Yours fraternally 
Chris Parry 
Plymouth 

Interpreters 
Dear Militant, 

This year at the Militant 
'86 rally, sign language inter­
preters were used for the first 
time. 

It gave me great pleasure 
that as a profoundly deaf 
person, I had direct access to 
the speakers ~nd entertain­
ment and therefore enjoyed 
the experience equally with 
those around me in the 
Albert Hall. 

The Militant '86 rally 
showed the way forward as 
an example to the whole 
Labour movement by pro­
viding such interpreters. 

Yours fraternally 
Clive Mason 
Coventry 

Different 
Dear Comrades, 

The article by Bob Wylie, 
(Militant 822) was brilliant. 
There was a tear in my eye 
at the end of it. I'm sure 
many of us would recognise 
the tragedy spelt out in story. 

It was also a bit of a shock 
to read an article which was 
so different to everything 
else in the paper, but I was 
moved by the factual 
simplicity of it. I would love 
to see more of this in future 
issues . 

Yours fraternally 
Graham Smillie 
Liverpool 

For more information about 
the struggle for trade union 
rights in Zimbabwe , read Jail­
ed by Mugabe (30p), from 

· Zimbabwe Trade Unionists 
Defence Campaign, PO Box 
77 . London E8 4TB. 
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Tory war on council wa 
Militant reveals the 
contents of a document 
prepared for the Associa­
tion of County Councils 

It reveals the secret 
plans of Tory coun­
cillors to further reduce 
the earnings and living 
standards of hundreds 
of thousands of coun­
cil manual workers. 

Nicholas Ridley MP, in a 
well publicised speech at the 
beginning of November, 
gave the green light to local 
councils to break away from 
the national pay agreements 
with their staff. 

Already some Tory Coun­
ty Councils-mainly in the 
Southern half of England­
have abolished national 
agreements for school meals 
and cleaning staff. Cutting 
pay by more than 10 per 
cent. 

The ACC paper reveals 
their intention is: 
'' * to achieve more local 
flexibilty in determining con­
ditions of service in the light 
of local cirumstances; 
* to remove certain na­
tional prescriptions which 
are outmoded in their com­
plexity and do not permit 
local understandings and 
solutions; * to revise the system of 
enhanced payments to 
become more in keeping 
with present day working 
practices and choices." 

In elegant and carefully 
measured words their objec­
tives are those of Mr 
Ridley- smash the national 
pay agreement and cut 
manual workers' earnings. 

Classified 

1 5p per word, m101mum 1 0 
words . Semi-Display £2 per 
column centimetre. Three 
weeks for the price of two. 
Militant meeting ads free. All 
advertisement copy should 
reach this office by first post 
on Friday, the week before 
publication . 

0 Wanted - A place in inner 
London . Socialist House or 
flat . Ring Harry 0708 44773. 

They argue that before 
·any job evaluation results 
are implemented "the 
employers side should give 
notice of their intention to 
seek comprehensive changes 
in the scheme of conditions 
of service." 

The ACC propose that 
"the detailed prescriptions 
of duties in relation to plant, 
machinery and working 
practices'' of most grades of 
workers should be removed 
from the National agree­
ment. They say "local 
authorities would then be 
able to allocate the particular 
duties to meet the needs of 
their services and grade their 
staff accordingly." 

The document suggests 
that "all references in the 
National agreement to a 
prescribed five day working 
week should be removed to 
enable local authorities to 
determine the regular work­
ing pattern." 

Many allowances should 
"be left to local discretion" 
including: "split duty, shift, 
rest day on public holidays, 
work on public holidays, 
standby duties, foul linen 
payments and plus 
payments." 

They also suggest 
"guideline status" for "re­
taining fees and holiday en­
titlements for school meals 
staff, school bus attendants 
and escorts and crossing 
patrols and "free meals" for 
school meals staff." 

However they specifically 

0 Wanted-Co-op Stamps. 
Loose or in books . All pro­
ceeds toFF. Send c/o Circula­
tion dept. 3/ 13 Hepscott Rd , 
London E9 5HB. 

O L 'Avance Socialiste, the 
French Marxist paper for 
youth , socialist and com­
munist workers . Order now 
from : L' Avance Socialiste, BP 
no . 705, 75531 Paris CEDEX 
11, France. £1 0 for 12 issues. 

0 Chile Socialist Defence 
Campaign Disco , Florence 
Nightingale Pub, Westminster 
Bridge Road , London SE 1 
(Tube, BR, Waterloo) Saturday 
29 November 7 .30 til midnight 
50p unwaged £1.00 waged. 

0 Campaign for a Socialist 
·South Africa Raffle. 1st prize 
NUM poster-168 (pink). 2nd 
prize Japanese AA 
pictures-26 (pink). 3rd prize 
CO SA TU T-Shirt- 20 (pink 
Ann Holme). 

recommend that many areas 
should be completely 
abolished including "na­
tional procedures for work 
study; working periods for 
caretakers and other school 
and caretaki ng staff; 
allowances for qualifi­
cations.'' 

Many thousands of local 
council workers regularly 
work at weekends and public 
holidays. The ACC suggest 
that enhanced payments 
should be abolished and 
local plus rates negotiated in 
their place . 

Double time for Sunday 
working should be abolish­
ed say the ACC. 

They claim that if all this 
was implemented it would 
create a "modern national 
agreement" which " would 

0 Militant poster blanks (A2 
size) . Order yours now-cash 
in advance. £20 per 1,000 (inc 
p&p). Box 5, 3/13 Hepscott 
Rd, London E9 5HB. 

Videos for Christmas 
Lenin, Trotsky and the Russian 
Revolution ( 15 m ins) £3 . 
The Great Frame Up- Stalin's 
Purges (15 mins) £3. 
Teamster Rebellion-USA 
1934 (35 mins) £3 . 
Chile on the Brink (20 mins) 
£5. 
Liverpool Fights the Tories (35 
mins) £3. 

For hiring add £5 returnable 
deposit. To buy simply select 
titles and add £5 to total cost 
for blank tape and postage. (3 
or more titles add only £3). 

Available from World 
Socialist Books . 3 / 13 
Hepscott Rd , London E9 5HB . 
Order early to avoid 
disappointment! 

0 Sharing the House with 
Mother. Static Nation Tour . 
Decmeber: Wed 3-Chatham 
Churchill ' s. Thurs 4-Bristol 
Bridge Inn . Fri 5-Bristol 
Tropic Club. Sat 6-Luton 
Switch Club . Sun 
1 4 - Hastings The Crypt . 

-------Militant Meetings-------

D Debate Young Tories v 
Young Socialists . " This time 
it 's war". Wed 3 December 
7 .30pm . House of Commons. 
Committee room 14. 

D Halifax AEU Club , St James 
St (by bus station). "The Im­
pending socialist revolution in 
South Africa ". Tuesday 2 Dec 
8pm. Speaker : Mick 
Richardson . 

0 Public debate "Which way 
to socialism?". Between Mon­
ty Johnstone of the Communi­
ty Party and Peter Lawrence of 
the Socialist Party . Monday 1 
December 7 .30pm . 52 
Clapham High St, Clapham 
SW4. Admission free , all 
welcome. 

D Gorseinon Militant Readers 
Meeting . Tuesday 2 
December, 7 .30pm . Lime 
Street Institute. Speaker Felici­
ty Dowling . 

0 Daisy Rawling Memorial 
Meeting Manors Social Club , 
Warswick St, Newcastle on 
Tyne, Saturday 29 November 
1.30pm Speakers include Ted 
Grant, Jane Harker . 

D West Midlands Militant Day 
School on Women . Discus­
sions on 'Violence Against 
Women ' and ' A Charter for 
Working Women '. Digbeth 
Civic Hall, Birmingham. Satur­
day 29 November. 10am un­
til 5pm . Creche organised, 
lunch available. Social in the 
evening. All welcome. Please 
contact Sue Wilk ie (0782) 
823541 for further details . 

D All Yorkshire Militant 
Womens Day School. 
Workshops on famine, sexual 
harassment, women and 
childbirth, women in trade 
unions, equal pay and more. 
Sheff ield, Saturday 29 
November. 12 until 6pm. Mid­
day and evening meals provid­
ed, creche organised . Social in 
the evening. Further details 
contact: Marion Adkins, Shef­
field (0742) 330855. 

D Hull Militant public meeting 
" The socialist alternative to 
the Anglo-lrish agreement". 
Speaker Richard Venton (ex­
pelled Liverpool LP member 
and Irish socialist) Thursday 4 
December 7 . 30pm . Hull 
Trades and Labour Club, 
Beverley Road . 

permit greater autonomy for 
individual local authorities." 
(For "modern" read 
Victorian!) 

This document-
considered by the ACC 
Policy Committee­
represents a major threat to 
all council manual workers. 
If it were implemented its ef­
fects would be akin to the 
annihilation of the Red In­
dian perople in America. 

The Tory aim is quite 
clear. To turn the clock back 
to the pre World War 11 era 
when council manual 
workers were paid according 
to the "going rate" locally. 
The comparison at that time 
was with desperately low 
paid farm workers. The 
ACC document is a clear 
statement of the Tories' in-

tention to further cut 
workers wages to boost the 
ailing profits of industry. 

New legislation to force 
privatisation of councl ser­
vices was announced in the 
Queen's speech . Local 
authority workers must 
stand up and fight or be 
smashed. There is no middle 
road. 

It would be fatal if the 
government was allowed to 
pick off one section after 
another. 

Most worrying for coun­
cil workers is the sience of 
national trade union leaders 
on these ACC proposals. 
The national employers side 
is very finely balanced bet­
ween Tories and Labour. 
There can be no assumption 
that Labour has an 

automatic majority. The 
trade unions must, 
therefore, declare their total 
and unequivocal opposition 
to the Tory propsals. There 
must be no trade off between 
the job evaluation results­
currently beng prepared­
and the national agreement. 

Our existing conditions­
pitiful as they are-have 
taken many years to achieve. 
Manual workers will not give 
them up without a fight. 

The trade unions must in­
form their members of this 
dire threat. Meetings, lob­
bies, pickets and rallies must 
be organised to galvanise 
support. The members must 
be drawn into this fight-it 
cannot be won by clever 
talking at Belgrave Square. 

In Brief ... In Brief ... In Brief 
THE BRIGHTON Wheelers 
restaurant has sacked four 
chefs for asking for a pay rise 
granted to Wheelers staff in 
London. The owner, a Mr 
Bailey , said: "I haven't 
recognised the union and I've 
got the right not to. I believe 
we are a small outfit and we 
should be able to solve these 
problems on our own." This is 
his solution . Two of those 
sacked have worked for 
Wheelers for 12 years, one for 
seven and the fourth for five 
years . 

Messages of support and 
donations to: TGWU office, 20 
Church Rd, Hove, BN3 2FN. 

NUPE members and students 
from all over Liverpool 
demonstrated outside Liver­
pool Senate House on 
Wednesday. They were 
portesting against the Univer­
sity management ' s decision 
not to allow cleaner Jeannette 
H errity back to work after 
maternity leave. 

Both NUPE and students 
belive it is victimisation of a 
shop steward who has cam­
paigned against privatisaton. 
The demo and lobby were 
followed by a rally. Speakers 
invited included Terry Fields 
MP, Cathy Wilson of Liverpool 
Women's Council, Cheryl 
Varley of MASU and Jane 
Kennedy of NUPE. 

THE DURHAM Mechanics 
have just staged a 24-hour 
stoppage at Easington Col­
liery . This was the last in the 
present series of industrial ac­
tion in the Durham coalfield . 

The stoppages have been in 
protest at the Coal Board's ar­
rogant attitude to consultation 
procedures, back pay, the 
closure of Seaham pit, and the 
reinstatement of sacked 

miners . 
Even though the member­

ship had been told of the pay­
ment of back wages and the 
possible reinstatement of 16 
out of 22 sacked miners a few 
days previously the action still 
went ahead successfully to 
show solidarity with the rest of 
the coalfield . 

Out of over 2 ,000 men on, 
ly 26 crossed the picket line, 
20 of whom were UDM 
members . Let this be a warn ­
ing to Thatcher. The· NUM 
fights on . 
By Brian Gregory, Easington 
NUM 

LONDON Brick Company, a 
subsidiary of multi-national 
Hanson Trust, are trying to in­
troduce new machinery in the 
Bedford area which will result 
in completely different work­
ing conditions. 

The workers, members of 
the TGWU, voted by 460 to 
17 not to accept manage­
ment's proposals. This was 
followed by an immediate and 
unofficial strike which has 
continued for a week . 

The proposals involved 
changing from a two shift 
system, with a paid 30 minute 
dinner break, to a three shift 
system. 

The previous paid dinner 
break still exists. However, the 
workers are expected to 'pay 
for ' their dinner break by work­
ing every third Saturday for 
7'h hours-free! 

Pickets have been suc­
cessful, with TGWU drivers 
refusing to distribute bricks. 
The TGWU will be holding a 
ballot to decide if the action 
should continue. 

FISTS FLEW on Tuesday 18 
November as Hangers 

manager Tom Finnigan lost his 
rag and punched a 
photographer. Management at 
the Roehampton artificial limb 
makers are feeling the strain of 
the long running dispute. 

A delegation of women from 
the Hangers support group 
had entered the factory . This 
aroused the fury of Finnigan 
who then attacked a freelance 
photographer . A copper who 
was there made no arrest. 
Would a Hangers worker have 
been let off? 

On Thursday 20 November 
the workers marched round 
the factory to chants of 'Fin­
nigan Out' . One worker at the 
factory is a member of the 
EETPU. On asking for his 
dispute pay he was told that 
a secret ballot would be 
necessary . He was duly sent 
ballot paers and followig the 
one-man ballot was granted 
payment. 

DIRECTLY EMPLOYED 
bricklayers and labourers were 
all sacked on the Sutton site of 
building firm McCarthy and 
Stone on 7 November in order 
to make way for cheap self 
employed lump labour sub­
sidised by tax and national in­
surance evasion. 

Union recognition had been 
won on the site after a dispute 
earlier this year following in­
junctions restraining trade 
union officials from entering 
the site. Once again the com­
pany is using the Tory laws. 
An injunction has been obtain­
ed stopping Ucatt and the 
TGWU supporting them and 
for an end to picketing. 

Support on the picket line is 
welcome at Cedars Road, Sut­
ton. Donations and messages 
to J Cal/aghan, 55b Goldstone 
Road, Purley, Surrey. 
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Teachers -oppose productivity deal 
MEMBERS OF teachers' union the NUT atten­
ding their Special Conference on Saturday will be 
voting on a deal which would worsen teachers' 
conditions of service and fail to maintain existing 
standards of living. It certainly would not restore 
Houghton comparability pay levels. 

The majority on the Ex­
ecutive claim that they have 
"succeeded in separating 
negotiatons on salaries from 
those on conditions of ser­
vice" yet teachers are 
presented with a package 
which is, in effect, a produc­
tivity deal. 

They have argued that set­
tling with the Local 
Authorities is the only way 
to prevent Baker imposing 
his deal, but on key issues 
they ha ve conceded to 
Baker's demands . The '13 
points' encapsulate the 19 
points Baker demanded and 
the deal is within the cash 
limit he set. 

On duties they have con­
ceded three major points : 
I) Additional power to 
headteachers. They will 
for instance be able to 
rewrite job descriptions an­
nually or "more frequently 
if circumstances require. ' ' 
2) Appraisal. Which it is 
claimed will not be linked to 
pay, yet LEA's are em­
powered to withold a year's 
increment "when a year's 
service was viewed as being 
unsatisfactory''! 
3) Cover. In High schools 80 
per cent of all absences fall 
into the category for which 
teachers will be contractual­
ly obliged to cover. In 
Primary schools the deal is 
only superficialy better. 
Teachers who are not 
classroom teachers (eg. ESL, 
Special Needs) will be used 
to cover. Planned 
absences-courses, trips, 
etc-will be organised to 
minimise the need for cover 
and to the detriment of 
teachers and pupils alike. 

All of this must be set 
against an agreement that 
"no pupils are excluded 
from schools" and that 
where no supply staff are 

· available cover will come 
from within the schools 

By Anita Dickinson 

"when required by the 
headteacher." 

To these concessions must 
be added an increase in 
teachers' working year from 
1128 hours to 1265 (21 days). 
The salary 'increase' on of­
fer amounts to about 8 per 
cent. If this is set against a 
10 per cent increase in 'con­
tractual working hours' ac­
ceptance of this offer means 
accepting a pay cut! 

The Scottish teachers' 
union EIS have said no to 
both Main and Rifkind. The 
NUT must join with them 
and say no on Saturday. 

NUT members must be 
urged to fight for union 
policy: no entry grade; 
general class size of 27; one 
fifth inarking and prepara­
tion time . And to fight 
against Nottingham: two 
year entry grade; class size 
maximum of 33; five days 
per year in Primary schools 
and about 1 hour 20 minutes 
per week in High schools. 

Teachers should return to 
action for the full flat-rated 
claim of £1,700 for 198617 
and the right to formulate 
another claim for 87/ 88 
which will genuinely answer 
teachers' needs. 

To launch a renewed cam­
paign an escalating series of 
one day strikes should be 
organised nationally and a 
levy of the membership rais­
ed to sustain further strikes. 

A programme of action 
should be drawn up in­
cluding, initially, more pro­
longed strikes in the better 
organised areas . Unless the 
NUT is prepared to take ac­
tion again, the attacks on 
teachers by the Tories will 
continue and the whole of 
the state education sector 
will be under threat. 

1986 NUT conference-will the Special Conference let the leadership off the hook? 

Hackney schools crisis 
THERE IS growing desperation among 
teachers and parents in Hackney at the 
crisis in education in this inner London 
borough. 100 parents and teachers met 
on 20 November to plan a campaign of 
action. 

In Hackney's primary schools there 
are 48 teaching vacancies. 13 classes 
have been sent home indefinitely. And 
headteachers are considering organising 
rotas for the new term so that all the 
children might share in the loss of 
education, perhaps a day a week. 

During the first six weeks of this term, 
6,200 children were sent home for half 
a day or more. There are just two supply 
teachers for the primary schools, 
although money is available to employ 
80. But the Inner Iondon Eduation 
Authority has not been advertising in 
the national press for the last few weeks, 
because it has over-spent on its adver-

tising budget. 
The campaign meeting was inter­

rupted by the late arrival of Bernard 
Wiltshire, ILEA Deputy Leader, who 
had not been invited. But he managed 
to further enrage both the teachers and 
parents present. Unbelievably he 
declared there would be no children sent 
home from the very next day. He seem­
ed completely unaware of what was ac­
tually going on in our schools. 

'Overstaffed' 
He insisted he was on the side of the 

parents though his commitment to the 
teachers was clearly less determined. He 
condemned the teachers' unions in 
schools like Kingsland, where the classes 
are of 22 children and , he said, 
'overstaffed' . 

He referred to the latest agreement on 

teachers' pay ( which is yet to be con­
firmed anyway) where class sizes of 33 
are mentioned, and said ILEA could not 
ignore national agreements! Apparent­
ly 33 is a minimum and a maximum. 

None of this cut any ice with parents 
whose children's education is being 
threatened or with teachers whose con­
ditions of work are under threat. Tory 
government cuts are responsible. But 
the Labour controlled ILEA, by its 
behaviour is alienating ordinary London 
families. 

The Hackney parents and teachers 
have established a steering committee 
and have agreed to involve all the local 
schools in a day of action and lobby of 
ILEA headquarters on 12 December. 

By louise Birch 
(Hackney parent) 

DHSS strike against 'outstationing' According to the leaked London South DHSS document 
explaining management strategy, outstationing involves: 
"A network of offices in London dealing with personal 
callers and other work which needs interview facilities 
linked by effecive communication systems with an of­
fice elsewhere to do the routine maintenance of benefit 
claims ... As a starting point ... 2 or 3 outstations linked to 
specific offices ... would handle all new claims at first and 
gradually take on other assessment work. " 

ELEVEN DHSS offices in 
the Central London area 
took strike action for a day 
on Thursday 20 November. 
At very short notice action 
was organised in support of 
the dispute over the outsta­
tioning of work from the 
Oval DHSS office to 
Chatham and in response to 
reports of plans to outstation 
work from all over London 
to Kent and Hampshire. A 
lobby by approximately 60 
strikers from a number of 
offices took place outside the 
DHSS headquarters building 
at the Elephant and Castle 
where senior management 
avoided confrontation and 
slunk in the back entrance. 

During the strike by 
CPSA and SCPS members 
in South London it became 
apparent that the DHSS had 
greater plans for outstation­
ing than was first thought. 
An article in New Society 
(21/11186) which appeared 
after the strike when details 
were still unclear to most ac­
tivists confirmed reports by 
the Oval strikers that the 
department are considering 
outstationing work dealt 

outside Oval DHSS. Broad left general secretary candidate John Ma,crEtadie 
picture was visiting the picket to show solidarity. 

with in London offices to 
country areas where staffing 
and general costs are lower, 
and leave only three offices, 
apparently in the boroughs 
of Southwark, Ham­
mersmith, and Islington, to 
deal with urgent callers. 

These proposals, if im­
plemented would be a 
catastrophe for Lond0n 
staff. Jobs would be slashed 
and life in these super-offices 
would be a living hell. 
Reception work is seen by 
CPSA members as the worst 

job and in many offices a 
rota is organised to share 
round the misery. Worsening 
services, cuts in benefits and 
long delays for claimants has 
resulted in increased frustra­
tion and violence. Both 
Euston and Brixton had CS 
gas attacks this summer. 
Greenwich · was petrol­
bombed and staff were 
dubbed in Camberwell. 
These are just a few of the 
more celebrated incidents. 

In the paper prepared by 
management it is blatantly 

accepted that due to low pay, 
poor accomodation and high 
turnover, service is poor. Yet 
the union claims for more 
pay and staff have been ig­
nored and only after limited 
strike action earlier in the 
year did management con­
cede and increase in staff. 
Yet despite the major share 
of that increase going to 
inner~city offices, the crisis 
still continues . The · DHSS 
answer in the form of outsta­
tioning will lead to job losses 
and a more bureaucratic and 

isolated service for the 
public . Management have 
added a further insult by 
claiming that London staff 
are "generally not effective" 
and that it is difficult to 
employ "quality staff' in 
London. Many CPSA 
members replied that the top 
bureaucrats in the depart­
ment wouldn't last five 
minutes in a local office 
where the realities of That­
cher's Britain are very dif­
ferent to the free buffets and 
drinks that CPSA members 
witnessed top bureaucrats 
enjoying when visiting 
DHSS head quarter 
buildings. 

The action last week was 
taken at short notice with lit­
tle information. Campaign­
ing was often . disorganised 
but nevertheless was suc­
cessful and is an indication 
of the opposition to outsta­
tioning and the preparedness 
of CPSA members to take 

solidarity action. Reaction 
amongst London members is 
one of alarm but also one of 
disbelief as these proposals 
had no major publicity. Both 
CPSA and SCPS have a 
clear policy of opposition to 
outstationing and an im­
mediate campaign is essen­
tial to publicise these pro- ·· 
posals and to make members 
aware of the consequences. 
The campaign is essential to 
ensure their quick death. 

A London-wide con­
ference of local CPSA and 
SCPS reps to discuss and 
plan a campaign must be 
called. The recent strike ac­
tion by Oval and Battersea 
union members must be the 
beginning of this campaign. 

Where outstationing is 
proposed strike action must 
be waged to defend jobs and 
maintain that all aspects of 
social security are kept at the 
local office with easy access 
for the public. 



28 November 1986 MILITANT i 5 

Industrial Reports 

Lewisham Labour and Hull council 
sack steward 

provokes strike LAST FRIDAY A! an Shad­
forth, secretary of Hull City 
Council workers Joint Shop 
Stewards Committee was 
sacked by a kangeroo court, 
passing as a disciplinary 

placed a statue by convicted 
murderer Jimmy Boyle in 
the City Centre gardens. 
What hypocrisy! If Boyle 
applied for a job he wouldn't 
even get an interview. So 
much for equal oppor­
tunities! 

LEWISHAM COUNCIL Nalgo 
members are on all-out strike 
after the Labour council 
suspended workers without pay 
for taking industrial action. 

By Gordon Hull 
(Lewisham Nalgo and Deptford 

Labour Party, personal capacity) 

The suspensions followed sym­
pathetic action in support of striking 
workers- at a Hous-ing Advisory Centre 
(HAC) . 

The Centre was set up mainly to ad­
vise private tenants on problems. But 
the growing problems of this inner city 
borough such as unemployment and a 
two thirds cut in housing investment 
meant a large number of angry people 
went into the centre with a huge variety 
of complaints . There have been a 
number of violent incidents including an 
attempted strangulation and knife and 
bottle attacks . 

HAC workers have demanded the 
protection of permanent glass screens in 
interview rooms and reception. They 
would prefer to keep a free and easy at­
mosphere and are prepared to give open 
interviews in the Centre's foyer but in 
one to one interviews they need 
protection . 

Nalgo members in other areas back­
ed their demands with industrial action; 
they felt workers should have the final 
say on safety matters. The council refus­
ed. The nearest they got was to offer ris­
ing screens which take time to erect in 
the event of attack . 

So we started to prepare to escalate. 
But on 17 November all employees, 
manual and white collar were sent a let­
ter from the chief executive saying: "If 
you take such .'ction you will not be 
paid and you shouid not report for work 
until the dispute is resolved". Top 
management were sent details of how to 
deal with strikers. Both letters were bas­
ed on Tory anti-union laws .. 

On the 18th, members of housing and 
social services departments were 
disciplined and sent home and workers 
walked out all over the borough. The 
numbers of strikers swelled to around 
I ,000 by Thursday as library and en­
vironmental health workers joined 
them . 

A mass meeting on Friday voted by 
over 800 to 600 for all out action from 
Monday. 

On the Saturday the council used 
school students to run the libraries. 
These workers have been agreed by 
Nalgo , with union pay and conditions 
for work experience, not as strike 
breakers. Some refused to cross picket 

~ hearing. 
ro As reported last week 
-g. Alan had been suspended 
~ two weeks earlier for alleged­
() ly falsifying his job applica­
~ tion form by not including a 
6 previous criminal conviction. 
:::> But any doubts that this was 

lines and we will be campaigning to get 
them all involved in Nalgo. The union 
has recruited many new members over 
the dispute. 

The strike has split the Labour Par­
ty. Eight councillors backed the strikers. 
The annual conference of the borough 
local government committee on Sunday 
condemned the council's action by 96 
votes to 41. Ward parties and consti­
tuencies are demanding accountability 
and disowning the councillors. 

40 council employees are forming a 
workplace Labour Party branch and a 
number of strikers have joined the par­
ty to fight for jobs and services and their 
rights. Ken Terry, Nalgo branch chair 
and a Labour party member, condemn­
ed the Labour group action: ''These 
Tory style tactics weaken Labour's 
chances locally at the next election. The 
Tories even claimed they supported the 
strike and invited Nalgo members to 
their group meeting. We refused of 
course.'' 

Such disputes are inevitable if Labour 
councils do not fight Tory legislation. 
Tory attacks have left Lewisham coun­
cil desperately short of funds. Now they 
are using Murdoch tactics to take the 
problems out on their staff. We will 
fight to win this dispute and make 
Lewisham a socialist Labour council. 

victimisation were dispelled 
by management' s own ad­
mission at the hearing. 

They admitted to having 
received a tip-off from their 
'anonymous informant' at 
the beginning of the 
binmen's strike (over a 
month before Alan was 
suspended) but chose not to 
act on it for fear of 
escalating the dispute. This 
proves that Alan's suspen­
sion and sacking were 
carefully prepared and tim­
ed, and has nothing to do 
with following procedure. 

As well as victimising 
Alan, the Labour group are 
now proposing to withdraw 
all rights and facilities from 
the JSSC itself, in other 
words refuse to recognise it 
any longer, and replace it 
with a stooge Joint Con­
sultative Committee. 

Hull's right wing Labour 
council have felt the increas­
ing combativity and con­
fidence of their own 
workforce and the growing 
power of the JSSC in 
numerous disputes over the 
last year. 

Privatisation 
Now they want to behead 

and break up the JSSC to 
prevent any further opposi­
tion to their increasingly ar­
bitrary and anti-trade union 
policies, particularly with 
privatisation of council ser­
vices due next year. 

This is the inevitable logic 
of refusing to fight the 
Tories-a Labour council 
fighting its own workforce 
and trade unions. 

Management also admit­
ted at Alan's hearing that 
anybody with a criminal 
record applying for a job 
would not even get an inter­
view. Yet the council have 

The campaign to get Alan 
reinstated and resist the at­
tacks on the JSSC is under­
way. Alan's own depart­
ment, parks, held a mass 
meeting and voted for a one 
day strike this Friday, which 
the JSSC are recommending 
support for and the march 
and rally of all other coun­
cil workers. This must 
become the start of a cam­
paign of industrial action to 
force the council to retreat. 

Alongside this action, the 
campaign is being taken in­
to the Labour Party itself . 
with lobbies, resolutions and 
protests against the right 
wing's actions. 

The Organiser 
Central to the campaign is 

the role being played by The 
Organiser, a bulletin produc­
ed by local Labour Party 
and Young Socialist 
members and distributed 
amongst all the council 
workers. This is now in its 
third issue in just one week, 
and has been warmly receiv­
ed by council workers and 
stewards alike. 

The actions . of Hull's 
Labour council has embit­
tered its own workforce. 
This has been reflected in 
some of the comments made 
while distributing The 
Organiser such as: "It's vic­
timisation, it stinks", "It's 
a witch-hunt" "this isn't a 
'Labour' council" "Call 
themselves socialists? They 
don't know the meaning of 
the word." 

By attacking their own 
workers and Labour sup­
porters instead of the Tories, 
the council are discrediting 
the ideas of socialism and the 
Labour Party itself. Council 
workers must join the party 
to transform it and kick out 
the 'phoney' councillors who 
are doing the Tories' dirty 
work for them. 

By a Militant reporter 

London transport sackings threat 
LRT craft workers 
defy intimidation 

London Regional 
Transport craft 
workers in bus 
garages all over 
the Greater Lon­
don area and 
beyond are 
either on strike 
or being asked 
to join the walk­
out following 
the sending 
home of 
workers at the 
Edgeware 
garage. 

they 'would be 
!lent home. On 
Wednesday 
management in 
the Leaside area 
told the men to 
do unscheduled 
work. They 
refused and 
were sent home 
and solidarity 
action is 
spreading as 
Militant goes to 
press. 

JIM MACGUINESS, chair of the 
Joint Convenors Committee of 
London Transport Building 
Department talked to Militant 
about management's intentions to 
make 461 redundancies. 

The redundancies were announc­
ed on 21 November. Managemer.t 
want to decimate the direct labour 
force and bring in sub-contractors. 

The new Transport Act meant 
the building department was set up 
as a separate company. We have to 
tender for jobs from LRT. One of 
the main reasons they give for the 
redundancies is that demand for 
building work within LRT is cer­
tain to fall. 

Yet over the last three months 
LRT building management have 
given back over £3rn of work which 
they had already tendered for and 
won. It shows that they had no in­
tention of trying to keep this 
department going. They have also 
congratulated us for our 'flexibili­
ty' and 'increased productivity'. 

Within the last eighteen months 
we have lost 500 jobs. This present 
attack will decimate the department 
completely. They have said that the 
340 workers who would be left if 
these plans are allowed to go 

through would have to take cuts in 
wages and conditions. They have 
told full-time officials that all their 
proposals are "non-negotiable" 
and that up to 9 January the redun­
dancies will be on a voluntary basis 
but after that they will be 
compulsory . . 

Though workers would be made 
redundant on the same terms and 
conditions as those taking volun­
tary redundancy in effect they will 
be sacked. It is in the workers' in­
terests not to sign anything as they 
will receive wages right up to 
February anyway and we will be 
fighting to ensure their jobs are 
safe. 

The Joint Convenors Committee 
have set up an Action Committee 
covering all sections within the 
building department. We have 
already held a one-day strike to de­
mand reinstatment of one member 
who was sacked for being absent 
from work whilst he was off sick. 
Their action in that case shows the 

way they want to manage LRT if 
they are allowed to get away with 
it.. 

We will be holding a mass 
meeting this Friday or next to · 
outline the Action Committee's 
strategy. Leaflets have already 
gone out explaining all the issues to 
counteract management propagan­
da. We hope to be organising a 
series of one-day stoppages, 
withdrawal of the 3pm to !!pm 
stand-by shift, ban on all over-time 
and to picket jobs given to outside 
bulding contractors. 

Workplace ballot 
The NUR are balloting their 

LRT members from 8 to 22 
December on industrial action to 
defend jobs, wages and conditions . 
We will be going to our members 
early next year with a secret 
workplace ballot for a mandate to 
take industrial action. 

A work to rule 
had begun in 
protest against 
non payment of 
the 1986 pay 
claim, which 
should have 
started on 6 
April. Manage­
ment issued 
notices saying 
that if craftsmen 
refused to do 
bonus work 

The craft 
workers had 
voted 62 per 
cent against the 
pay offer of 5 
per cent plus 
flexibility strings 
and the loss of 
95 jobs. Semi 
skilled workers 
who had also 
rejected the of­
fer are balloting 
on Thursday on 
the pay offer. 
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AS CPSA delegates 
gather for their Pay Con­
ference, reports from 
around the country in­
dicate the enthusiasm and 
hard work of the Broad 
Left. John Macreadie can 
win the General Secretary 
position for a second 
time. 

past five years. In that time 
the Tories have cut 150,000 
civil service jobs, reduced liv­
ing standards by the 
equivalent of £20 per week 
and abolished trade union 
rights at GCHQ . 

tions of ballot rigging. This 
must be driven home. 

Lewisham NALGO 
strike page 1 5 

Greece page 1 o 

restore what members had 
lost. 2) a minimum wage of 
£115 per week. 3) the rate for 
the job. 4) six weeks leave 
and a 35 hour week. 5) uni­
ty of all civil servants to fight 
on the '87 pay claim. 

The Pay Conference will 
deal a resounding blow to 
Ellis and the right wing. Elli s 
and co at the top of the 
union will mean a leadership 
hostile to conference policy. 

card and car and has 
frozen his National Of­
ficer salary. He has con­
sistently donated to the 
trade union and Labour 
movement and workers in 
struggle leaving him with 
around £160 per week. 

3) Opening up of regional 
offices under democratic 
rank and file control. 

As voting enters its crucial 
final phase the Broad Left is 
confident of winning. A fur­
ther big push for victory is 
essential. 

Ellis and the right wing 
have spent massive sums 
fighting the election on lies 
and the red scare. "Veto ex­
tremism, vote moderate" 
and " moderation versus 
communism or Trotskyism" 
is the programme they have 
laid before CPSA members. 

John MaiCrE!adie 

The election remains a 
fight between John 
Macreadie and Ellis. In a 
higher turnout the votes of 
both already show an in­
crease. As we forecast the 
vote of the Communist Par­
ty and BL '84 candidate, 
Lewtas, is being squeezed. 
Some of his former left sup­
porters are even stating their 
preference for Ellis as oppos­
ed to John Macreadie. 

The right wing portray 
John Macreadie and the 
Broad Left as undemocratic 
and extremist. But John 
Macreadie' s record and 
commitment to democracy 
in the union is second to 
none:-

4) The sovereignty of con­
ference as the governing 
body of the union. 

Together with the 

5) For workers' unity and 
socialism . 

John Macreadie stands for 
a fighting union, one able to 
defend jobs and abolish low 
pay. Members in struggle 
can look to him for support. 
His opponent, the right 
winger John Ellis told the 
"Independent" that he had 
in effect been in control of 
the union for much of the 

millionaire press they are 
keeping up a constant bar­
rage of smears and lies to try 
and frighten members into 
voting for them. 

The red-baiting hysteria 
can be undercut if activists 
take the issues to the 
members and with boldness 

and confidence spell out the 
policies, record and commit­
ment of John Macreadie and 
the Broad Left. There re­
mains tremendous anger but 
some confusion at the way 
the right wing overthrew 
democracy, because the 
result of the first election did 
not suit them. John 
Macreadie was completely 
cleared of the right's accusa-

The Pay Conference will 
graphically show the dif­
ference. Ellis says he is not 
prepared to campaign for 
"the catching-up what has 
been taken from the 
members over the past six 
years.'' 

John Macreadie argued at 
successive NEC meetings 
for: 1) a £20 increase to 

1) He supports election and 
re-election of all full-time 
officials. 

The social conditions are 
changing, members have no 
alternative but to fight to de­
fend their interests. They 
need a fighter at the top of 
the union. Forward to 
victory-Macreadie again. 

By Steve Dunk 
(CPSA Inland Revenue 

Section Chair) 

2) He rejected the General 
Secretary salary, credit 

Labour's NEC steps up attack against Merseyside socialists 
THE RIGHT wing on the Labour 
Party's National Executive at their 26 
November meeting stepped up their 
attacks on socialists in Liverpool and 
other parts of the country. 

An emergency resolution from 
Neil Kinnock decided to set up a 
three person inquiry into Liverpool 
Labour Group and Tony B~·rne who 
was elected leader at the 20 
:"'ovember Labour Group meeting . 

Kinnock originally denounced thh 
meeeting as unconstitutional despih 
the fact it was run by his own general 
secretary, Larry Whitty. But later 
Whitty had to admit that the meetin~ 
was valid, but he claimed that then 
was massive opposition to Byrne as 
leader. 

Both Whitty and Kinnock argued 
that Byrne had acted outside the con­
stitution by saying after the meeting 
that Derek Hatton still had a role to 
play. 

The inquiry team will comprise 
confirmed right wingers Ken Cure, 
Cyril Ambler and Jack Rogers. 
Outrageously ex-left Blunkett dubb­
ed Tony Mulhearn, Derek Hatton 
and Tony B)·rne all as liars. 

The NEC went on to set up an in­
quiry under a senior party official to 
look into whether Knowsley North 
Labour Party ought to be disband­
ed and then reconstituted. 

Incredibly the justification for 
this given by National Official Joyce 
Gould was that the executive com­
mittee of Knowsley North party had 
passed a resolution to boycott the 
campaign, while Militant supporters 
participated in the campaign. 

There was no decision to lift the 
suspension of Broadgreen party but 
other inquiries were set up to look 
into Redcar CLP and St Helens 
North and South CLPs where six 
party members are due to come up 
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before the National Constitutional 
Committee. 

The only saving grace of this 
meeting was the re-admission of 
Kevin Scally and A mir Khan in 
Spark brook. 

Despite the decision at Party con­
fernce to delay the question of one 
member one vote for re-selection to 
after the next election , the NEC 
decided to go ahead with a consulta­
tion of all party members now. 

• • • 
Deliberately published on the day 

the NEC met in the Today 
newspaper and quoted at the NEC 
were claims of the uncovering of 
Mi!irant plots and manipulation , 
through the "confessions" of some 
previously unheard of individual, 
Tony Glover of Knowsley North. 

The article slanderously suggests 

that he has given evidence despite be­
ing beaten up by two thugs in the 
street this week. lvfi!itant supporters 
have ne,·er resorted to such attacks 
and deny the insinuation that they 
were invol ved . It is Glover' s friend 
the former MP, Kilroy Silk . who 
boasts in his memoirs o f beating so­
meo ne up at Lab o ur P; rt y 
conference. 

Glover alleges Mi!iranr turned to 
people like him self to plot Silk 's 
downfall and that he wasn ' t at first 
told he was attending Mi!irant 
meetings. Presumably that's because 
he didn't! 

The whole affair smacks of 
Stalin's worst methods; the right 
wing find a weak individual, get 
sworn confessions that suit them in 
their attacks on Part y democracy, 
and will then dump him like a 
squeezed lemon. 

It is implied that Jim McGinley, 
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Chairman of Knowsley North, has a 
teaching job in Knowsley through 
corruption. In fact Jim was teaching 
long before he even heard of Mi!iranr. 
And we are told Mi!irant supporters 
jump the council housing queue in 
Knowsley. How does Glover explain 
that the right wing Knowsley Coun­
cil , of whi ch George Howarth MP 
was formerl y deputy leader and 
H o usi ng Committee chair refuses 
Mi!iranr a public meeting place as a 
policy! 

Some of the people named as part 
of Knowsley North's Militant Top 
Ten are and always have been , 
politically opposed to Militant. What 
the NEC right wing cannot tolerate 
is that Knowsley North CLP 
unanimously rejected the imposition 
of Silk in 1983 and of Howarth in 
1986. 

I would like to donate 
£ p each week/ 
month to the fighting fund. 

Sell 
I would like to sell __ _ 
papers per week (minimum 
5) on a sale or return basis. 
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