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In spite of a very carefully
bnilt up case in the daily press
againgt John. L. Lewis and the
striking coal miners there has been
no roar of "public cordemnation'
against them. Instead, the generai
mood of local union meetings and
ghop dlscussions reported to LAROR
VIE®S is that Chicago workers are
ready to support the miners with
sympathy strike action if necessary.

"There wouldn't be any strike
against the government if the com-
panies would gilve the miners the
wages and hoursg they deserve!" was
the leading opinion heard in a
workers® lunchroom on the West Side.

flHow do the boys feel? If the
government puts Lewis or any of the
miners in Jjall it means that they
can put any of us in jail for strik-
ing. We're ready to strike against
that alone," sald a steward from a
Scuth Side factory.

The truth is that even if all
the monkeyshines of ‘the various
departments of the canitalist govern-

- ment and press were successful, the

miners would remain on strike. Even
1f Lewis went through the motions
of calling a halt to the sirike the
miners would remain out. Lewls has
been forced into his present posi-
tion because the miners have been
staging a mounting number of “wild-
cat! strikes months age which he
could no longer control.

Lewis hag learned a few things
since he faced a similar situation
in 1919. A%t that time when faced
with a government injunction he
told the miners, "We can't fight
the goverament" and ordered them
back to work. THE MINERS SED
TO RETURN TO THE PITS UNTH THEY
WERE GRANTED A WAGE RAISE BY A
GOVERNMENT ARBITOR.

During this pericd hundreds of
miners formed workers® militias
and engaged in pitched battles
against g;overnment troops. Fol-
lowing this Open betrayal of the
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miners by the Lewis burocracy,
thousands of them from 1820 to
1930 qait the unien (UMW member-
ship in West Virginia, for examole,
went from 50,000 to 500).

Lewis has now learned that he
can tztter keep contrcl of the
mine workers by pushing himself
onto the scene as the symbol of

"to come to i
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thelr determianstion

The fact that the r:aut‘w‘llern c
operators. whe were the least wil g
ms iast spring, e

e

Teen the Ii,"st so offer the mingrs
a truce - & ’h.gneso "o talk
vith them about & sharter mrkﬂw b
WAZES, NOTCHeool md%‘nes t
these hard-sne.l o Arons
the evidence ‘f‘:g,m mr coal fields
that the rack-w ~1% .ie mihers mean
tusiness. , !i _

In a prelenged stru‘vvle ae‘a J
the coal operators the mine workers
inevitably demonstrate the power of
5 mere 400.00U workers %o t1¢ up
all of US capitalisi economy. Shm}tld
this develep into a btroad politieal .
struggle 1t may be settled partially !
right here in Chicazo by vigorous
working class po Liticaf’i' action = °
mags demonstrations and strikeg in
support of the mine-workers.
olutions of solidarity with
miners should he passed on the flc
of every losal union in the ci

TRIP TO MINE COUNTRY RECALLS:

MINERS GET ONLY
Whar THEY FIGHT FOR..."% o%’;’/

On completion of a recent trip
inte the coal fields of Western
Kertucky and Southern I1linois T
find the conditicna very little
inproved ia the ten years since I
wag there lagt.

In Hopkxins County, Kentucky,
there are gtlll the company stores
and dwellings of the miners ave
81111 owned by the coal companies.
The conditions of the miners is not
very cranged in this locality.

are his commanions down in the bowels
of the earth,he has to retul}n, %o the
conditions on the gurface “Bnich are
Iistle or o better.

y
1l

Phe company stores -st\iil'givz,
n- good -
in ‘debd

credit as they always did
times, to snarl the vorkers

Be-
sides the ever-lurking dang;ers that -

%o that they cearot, asé- t.heir weapon
(strike)as fresly ms utherwise. The .
militant worker does not trade at
these company stores, cwing to the.
fact that he will not get credit ,
from them during a strike. i

The company c&med_ dwellings wh:lch,
are rentsd to the miner and his: { '
fardly are thrae and four room shacks -
and as a rule do aot have glectri- - -
city so old falihful,the kerosene or
coel oil lamps are rauml in service. .
Often as a rvle due to large families
and cramped spece, as many as six
sleep in the ssme room on two bedss
The drinking water must be carried . .
from some nelghwor who ia i‘ort\mate
enough to have a'well. “Thé was
water is*carried fmm creeksp
or rivers. The washing is done 1
' (to page 2) :
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" MINERS RECALL PITCHED

BATTLES TO BEAT B0OSS-CLASS

old fashion kettles of picneer days
W hand out in the open. The cooking
is done on wood or. coal stoves and
sne can ilmagine tre discomfort of
thie serson who prepares & neal under

trese conditlons for a lerge family
or o warm July or August day. The
conditiong of thess worlers ir thic
®and of clenty"(for the boes 32)
s one of tre worst.

But the picture of iorlins County
siring camps is not that of mining

communities in ¥Williameosn County

Illincis. Here arcund the town of
Herrin the plners as a wai-rity have
their own homes and have electricity
and other conveniances. The oid
commany stores andé dwellinzs have
camoletely disappeared. Theee are
not recent Limprovements; they came
sears ago.

Thy?

well, first, the southern I11i-
nols miners have bYeen the victors
in direct,militant siruzzles asalnst
tre mining corpanies.
continued this type of strogsle until
1t hag become their tradition.

Juring their strike of 1924-25
this miring commnity became a battle
sround in a flaming guerrila war-
fare. The companies brought in
vaild gunmen (some of them known
zangsters from Chicazo) as mine
sunrds to break up the nicket lines.
The niners gathered wp rifle,pistols
and shot zuns, staged a pitdhed
cattle and drove them out. The
Governor then sent the rich man's
state army, the national guards,
to eetsblish "law and order.

The miners blew up the railroads

finally came and the miners carried

And trey've .

to keep the guards from getting in- d
to town too quickly. The militia .

on their tattle more quietly. When
the soldiers left the miners again -
took over the area - executing com-
pany guards (who had been acquitted
in court of the rmurders of severa
miners) on the spot.

|

The strikes of the west Kentucky
miners have not been marked by such
direct, successful militancy. Thus
these two mine worker commnities
show the difference in the practical -
&aing made by workers using two
different methods of struggle.
Direct uncompromisinz strugele is
the only practical method by which
militant workers can wring even
the few concessions pogsible from
the lords of w-alth and property.

These workers never submit, nor
do they stay on the defensive, but
are always on the offensive when
the opportunity presents itgelf.

Here's hTow the kept press in
Chicagp has viled uwp its vronaganda
campalgn aspinst the miners, Simoly
following the mrominent readlires
for the last week-and-a~half gives
us & fair »nicture of boss clags
provaganda in action. Here they
are day by day:

"Krug Says Mirn-~re Can't
Contract"

End

"Lewis Declares Controct f111
End Nov. 20" (Desizned to dhow
miners resnonsible for strike,)

"Miners Average ¥ne 3/t per
Teek" (Implying thot miore have
no need to stirike.)

"Government Offers L~vies Two
Month Truce!

"Lewis Ignores Goverwment !
(Miners are regponsiblei)

" WArmy Ready to Nave Lot
Fields™®

(%]
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"Navy Offers Jenerators, Fael
to Essential Businegs!

. "Lewis Cited for Contemmti®
"The Law Must be Uphelat

~ "Lack of GCoal Cloges Denver

o

Schools"

"Cricags Schools Have Tnough
Coal 'till Xuag"

"Coal Strive tz Dim Christmas
Lights"

"J.S. Freezes Coal"
"Dimout A-ainit
"Winers! Chief Given Chance %o

End Strike" ]
"Coal Strike, 'Savage Blow' to

Fso000 Toks—
,y. “ '/, ‘430 oy oy

Recovery" (Says Thomas loward of
U.8. Chamber of Commerce.)

"FBI Moving in on Miners?”
(The hysterics are stepped up a
notch.)

) |
"Lewis Guilty!" (Implies Judge)'E

"750,000 Jobs Periled Here!!:
Weekly Wage Loss $40,000,000%. .
(says Emoloyvers Associatlon of
Chicago and Chicago Chamber of-
Commerce.) ‘

LABOR VIEWS IS 17S7%) hy the
Eevolutionary Workers Leasue to
fﬁrther tie struz=-le of the
working class aceinst the constant
attack of the industrizlistes and
b’ ers. ’ .

We progose indenencent worhing
class action weginning st tre

ehops, mines and mills azainst
thig ruling class and its govern-
ment - its police forces, its
courts and laws - operating as
ite "big stick".

LABOR VIEWS recognizes that
althouwh today the working class.

ards, tomorrow it will face the
task of abolishing this rotting
aystem of capitalist slavery, |.
and creating a goverhment which |
will organize socidty for the’
welfare of all Who;iaboyi”.The;
chief instrument needed for
achieving this goal|is a Revell

fights to defend its living stand-

tlonary Workers Party.
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Yellow-Checker Monopoly Called |
‘Normal! Business Practice” |

LABCR VIEWS k15 revealed that
ire anti-trust divigion of the
Department of Justice had finally
scared up two cases in this City
sf Trusts. Coliusion was discovered
atween the eve specialist uua the
eyeziass wholesalers wherein the
cpeciallsts got a kickback, and
e Tellow and Checker Ckb Cos.

rere found to be a moncooly. 3But
aias . the cab @onopoly has furned
sut L2 be not a monosoly.

Ci November ljv"i Judse Talter J.

= sy
]

of the U.S. Dlstzlct Gourt
ei: out the charges.of tre Denart-
T Justice accusine o o Checlier

Tellow Cad Coe.

of the tnncuol
srctices:
Tre Department o1 Jugtice nuinted

that tresze comnanizs control
ail ut a few hundred of the 2.000
licenses issued by the city. The
rouru éngieted that a U8, Supreme
Courty decisilon in 1304 haeld tnat
taxicabs gave indevendent 1oncal
service preliminary or sibseg.ent

+
e

out

e

intergtate transporintisn The:
cemranles not being 1o terstat
traffic, they were COHSGQiEQEL? no
subject to prosecutisn uiler thre
Srerman Anti-trust Law. Juize Loy
gtated that it was ?7t 37 rim to
determine how many corpanies should
con®rol Chicagpis streets. In other
words he wag not even taxing into
coinslderation whether the Yellow
ard Checker Cab Cos. operated &s a
ronopoly .

(4]
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THEYRE SUPPOSED TO ﬁaé THE ROAD
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says Judye

The Department of Justicde ~
expoged the fact that the Checker
Cal Manufacturing Corp.of Kalamazoo,
Michipan holds a contract to supply
a1l the Yellow and Checker cabs for
Chicago and is itself part of the
cab combine. The court replied that
for a mnufacturing company to nc-
guaire such outlets was "normdl
“usiness wractice".

Another case pending vefore the
Iliinois Supreme Court cagt an inter-
esting lisht on the local taxi situ-
ation. ‘%hen the pressure of the
veterans necame too great this
summer the city ~ouncil issued 425
Tore taxi licenses. The Yellow and
Checker Cab Cos. were given first
whack at these licenses tut evident-
ally they were more concerned with
keeping fewer cabs on the street
for they went into the Circuit Court
and got a restraining order to pre-
vent the city from issuing additioml
licenses. The city is now appealing

HOUSING — A LA
FREE ENTERPRIZE

Sald Governor Green in Jent.smber
“Private enterprise will gzive the
&rarican vpeople homes!. '

Says Mayor Xelly in Nove

smbter,
“Irly large scale federa: Loians
wiil make possible the tuilding of

enouzh housing units .’

Says the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation, "o soap.®

And while these politicians wlay
"outton, button, whése g5t the
Button", - the housing problem flound:-
215 1n the hopeless bog of "private
enterpriget, ’

Two instances are
show the ugliness of the

encugh to
situation.
A

For two months now Chicago's

Y

~ medical expenses and a

streetcars rave been Anna Cox's
home. Anna is,an old lady who
mokes $12 a week sellingz necdles,
threads, bobby pins, combs and
other notions. Out of this incone
she would pay $6 a week for a room.
That would leave her only $6 for
fod, clothing, entertainment,
retirement
fund, but she would, nonetheless,
pay $6 But she can't find a
room.

7 Anna cets on a sireetear and

rides {Tom & PM to & AM. It costs
her 6 fares a night. "I could

pay 504 for a flophouse room,"
she said,
‘one of those filthy, V@rnnnrlnfested
nlaces."

She carries cold cfe?h and

"out I wouldn't rest in

41n truments of destruction butihas

this dec1510n to the Illinois Supreme
Court,

Thus the Circuit Court acts to
give the Yelléw and Checker Cab Cos.
virtval momopoly of Chicags and the’
District Court with the same breath
declares it cannot find monopoly.

Two things are made clear by this
situation. First, the government is |
s0 geared that if one gsection haooens
to act hostile to sme camitnlist
enterprise, the other sectidns. work
double time to set things "right!.
e, therefore, see the courts overs

rule the charges of the Justice

Department.

Second, monopolies are just what -
Judge Labuy saids . a normal -‘business.:
practice. If the working class is
tired of being fleeced by monopolies

1t mist end this s system of monopolies.
THis is one time we wust throw out
the baby with the bath.

i

‘paper towels and tries to clean up

before, the cars get filled»@n the
mornihg, Breakfast she eatﬂ at a
hamburper stand. :

Mrs. Constance Moser and her
children Philin, 3 end Gail, 5 have
bepn living in their auto for the
past three months. They came to
Chicago last Nbvembcr and lived in .
a cottaze out at Loon Lake. The '
owner sold the cottage and since
then they have oily their 1942
sadan.

yaar, they don't evep ask.for an
apartment. They would jJust Tike a.
small room for they are tired and
cramped from living in their auto..

Te additional evidence needed
td prove that private enterprise
m%st go? That this capitalist -
S,

eights only in the manufacture :of

no, answer whatever: for th1 mo g4
si ple needq of the neon

Philip and' Gail are not
asking Santa Claug for toys this  °

ystem renches its full productiveﬂﬁff
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School Building Old, Falling

Apart, say Parents;

Many Chicago Schools
Worse, Answers Board

Last Wednesday (Hov. 27) the
Horth Cenper Community Organization
presented g petition to the Board
¢f Tducatlon asking for a new
schoel building to replace the John
C. Cunley School in their neighbtor-
nood. They claimed the building
was no longer fit to be a school
for the follewing reasons:

1. The ilding is Ll years old
{milt in 1902).)

2. The combination gym and
assembly hall the top floor is
a fire trap here is only one
fire escape from the room.

3. Lavatories are 0ld and inad-
zquate.

4. The benches in the rooms are
old and inadequate.

5. The gym in the bullding is
not large enough, thus robhing the
children of their proper training.

©. The stairs are so old that
the boards occasionally break
through -~ making them a grava
danger for the children.

7. The whole inside of the
building, beinz of wood constimc-
tion, is very vulnerable to fire.

Last ear in a room, luckily

-} e
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FREE" SCHOOLS
Abandoned
Vice-ridden
Enough’ for

A L;EBI& ¢IA7’ /E;iﬂe
PBoard E«{uca ton

unoccupled at the time, a piece
of plaster 12 feet by 3 feet fell
to the floor with such force that
it drove a plamo leg into the f{loor.
Some of the people in the neighbor-
hood have been sending their child-
ren to parochlal schools because
0of the unsafeness of the building.

To all this the architect of
the Board of Education answered
the varents: "Your school is
really not o0ld conmpared to other
Chicago schools, many of which
are 70 and 8C years 0ld and still
in full use. After all, this
tuildinz ig of slow urninz con-
struction."

KNOW youk POLICEMAN

Recently the Grand Crossing-
Chatham of Commerce on the South
Side devoted 7 days to “Xnow
Your Policeman Week". Luncheon
neetings, round-table discussions,
lectures and inspections of nolice
stations were part of the program.
Police Commissioner Prendergast was
Zuest of honor at a luncheon meet-
ing and Captains Murphy of Grand
crossing station and Healy of
Burnside Station participated in
a round table discussion of "The
Orgenization and Function of the
Police Department".

Far be it for LABOR VIEWS %o
call for roses but from the first
day we hit the streets we have been
on & "know your police" campaign.

Have a Beer and
- TALK ,OVER _
CURRENT EVENTS

Glasses Bvery Tues. Eve.
© 831K P.M,

LABOR VIEWS OFFICE

332 W. North Avenue

'
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#e belleve that it ia vital for
every worker to know thoroughly
the "Organization and Function of
the Police Department". In fact
workers now fighting to take the
point off the perpendicular climb
in the cost of living just cannot
avoid a passl ng acquaintance with
those club-happy gentlemen in blue.

Despite the silly statements of
Prendergast, Murphy and Heazly the
chief function of the department
is not to lead children across
streets ut scabs through picke
lines; not to protect the poor
against the criminal tut the crim-
inal (and we include here those

rich brigands that are covered by

legality) from the poor; not to
eradicate vice tut to see that it
works profitably. :

The mainstay - no less! - of the
Chicago bankers, industrialists
and merchants 1s that special “body
of armed hirelings, notorious for
its callously cruel storm trooper

actions -~ the Chicagp Police quart-
ment .

:'/'
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School in

Area ‘Good
Negro Children

The mothers of the Robert Brooks
Bulld (residents of the Brooks
Housing Project, Chicago's West
Side) marched hopefully into the
Board of BEducation public meeting
last Wednesday (Nov. 28th) to ask
the Board to ease the terrible over-
crowding of the schools in their
area and to protest the plan to
reopen Garfield School for their
,children. Garfield School, aband-

‘ oned Years ago, is located square
in the "red light" district, and
these mothers pleaded that theéy dia
not want their children going "down
into that sordid neighborhood".

Only Negro children are involved
in this case. The Board listened .
to the mothers' pleadings and then
voted unanimously to reopen the qld
Garfield School - a btuilding which
on occasion has served as a public
flop-house. The only Negro member
of the Board, Mr. Sydney Browr, who
should have understood the iss?es
invelved had only this to sayi ‘'he
and gome other members of the Roard
had visited the area. It was full
of tavermm, gambling spots, places
of prostitution, but Garfield School
itgelf was a2 usuable and fireproof
building. Another member of the
Board who had gone along on the
inspection tour arose to state in
sonoroug tones that the Board should
also realize that it has a moral
obligation for the welfare of these
children and that the Board should
ask Mayor Kelly and other city
authorities to see about cleaning
up this neighborhood.

This was the Board's answer to
the mothers.

These same mothers had orvanized
a few weeks ago when they were con-
fronted with a move to take 200
Negro children from the Riis Schéol
where there are 15 vacant seats per
room and trangfer them to the crowded,

t but all Negro, Smith and Medill

Schools. These two schools are on

the shift system. The mothers feel

that their children should be al-
lowed to go to the less crowded
school. Also, because ths entire
area is in need of new schools, and

'becanse a school was torn down, when -

the Housing Project was bui: it, they

want & new school in the area now.

The people of this community’

_are likely to refuse to send thelr . -
children into the old Garfield .

building in a district as corrupt
ag the city government which
1sked to correct it.,{»v
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