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CHICAGO "RIDES THE RAIL

- City and Company_ Ofﬁ&:éals Grab Millions in Fees
_Judge lgoe and Mayor‘KeHy Fighf for This Juicy ’Plum
Workers Jammed Into Ancient Trolleys

When +the Chicago Sur-
face Lines introduced g
few nrew cars on State Gto
a week ago or so the tran-
sit officiagls .did every-
thing but start them on ,
their run with a bottle of W
champagne. Photographs of
the new models appeared in
the presse A few hours
were given over to free
rides. Realizing that Chi-
cago's 3,600,000 inhabit~
ants have the worlds worst

face Lines have only 85
cars out of 3,60C which
are less thau 20 yesrs old,
the L does net hgve a sin-
gle car whiclk is less than
24 yesrs cld - it is easy
to understand this jubila-
'bion.

"SORRY BUD,

'MALL -
; FILLED UPO”

five years of: recelvershh? “trel has mot the slightést ﬁee of the U3 Districﬁ N
The Jurface Lines were desire to relinquish theme  Cdurt composed of;'the;

placed in bankruptcy in : L same Igoe and .Wilkersom
Sept. of '44 after -+ 18 . Judge. Igoe has had plus Judge Woodward., Thia{
'years of receivership. In jurisdiction of Chicege's judicial thrGQSOme xkn
those years the receiver-. transit system - exéludlng;_whai they, Wanted¢hﬂ"
ship fees were $900,000 : Motor -
for the L and %,ooo,boo,_ '
for the Surface .

C /'u'ea_f,o
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~Crase, rade
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{frow
This distinctior now
trols cver &1,000,000,000 in

or more than the. other f;ve Dlstrlct
geo comblned. -

paze 1)}
iud-

the Surisce Lines in

Upon declaring
bankruptey, Igce se: up a 5 man Jeint
Board of Managemeuat and Cperavion. Only

or:e membsr had previaus transit ex»erience
ziid three others were former. intirfates of.

Igoes A former lagw partner, Flaherty,
vras general counsel of the Jurfgce
Lines et %25,00C per .vear. - Jobn B. Sul-
livan,s clege friend and former pelitical.
associate, was chairman when tle Jurfage
Lines were put into bankruptcy and bhen
became prosident. He refused to disclese
his salary but +1he previous president,
$50,C00 u rears

made

The legzal staif under the receivership
consisted of 17 lawyers who were either
friends of Igoe or friends of friends of
Igoes In '43 and '44 the transporiation
and maintenance workers or the Jurface
Lines decreased 107 because of the war
but the office staff ircreased 25%+ De=
spite the fact +that +the Surface Lines
were in bankruptcy, in '45 therc wcere 26
general offieers with a joint annual in-
cune of $363,328 -or an average of $13,

973 o

After the Surfacs Lines were placed
in bankruptcy, MNavor 'Kclly and Governor
Green took steps to have ihe transit sy-
stem muni¢ipalizeds Zviuentily too much
gravy was being spilied on just Igoe's
veste On June 4 cof 1945 ti:is question
was submitted +to the Chicagc pgovle for
a vote and a proportion of 40 l approved

he act.

, . :

e Metropolitan Transit Authority

was then creatod comsisting.of 7 members
who were apvointed by Kelly and Green.
The Chgirman was %o receive $25,00C per
year and the other members just $15,00C.
A $160,000,00C program was advanced which
would moaernlze the trensit system in- 10

7oes.to Izoe who cone
bankrupicies. -,
ture,

but éxpcrts who-havb studled the*?é*

soe

years W&UId'bo an op imistic c¢stimghe-

| S
But *hat the Governor, layer, Legisla-
?aﬁora‘. dorks Adiinistration, Com-
merce Commission gnd tho Chlcago people
had Goclared theascives in favor of muni-
cipal owrersiip dfid not mean Igoe would

permit kis rick persorve to slip out of
his hands w‘thout a struggloe. ’

June 11 -o;] Y45 the city franchise to
the BSurfacc Lincs| oxpirod and the City
Council .refusod to patify a now one. The
only obgtacle for taking over the system
was wn agroeozent with tho bondholders on
selling price. The senior bondholders
impediatcly accented the plan but Igoe
ha¢ a lawyor, Structiyrepresenting a rid-
iculously snall number of Junior bondhold-
erggobjoct. Jtruet! stated that he could
be influenced by |& "firm offer® to the
jupior boncdholdors, and if this was not
forthcoming Judge Igoec "could protect, the
new compeny" from

mus'e

The controversy botween Kelly ard Igoe
continued inte '46 and in the middle of
February a liboral pottlomont was reached.
~875,000,300 was 10 bo paid the Surface
Lincs' ©Dbondholcders| and thoy are to have
$18,006,0C0 of tho|assets of the munici-
pal sctup. 812,000,000 goes to the L
bondholders and $3,
sotg. This plan
40,000 bondholders
Now the final (1
District court of
Perhaps this winter
riors will have b
city will take over

was submitted to the
and approved in Maye
decision of the US
isppeals is awaiteds
all the legal bar-
bon surmounted and the
the transit systeme

Chicagd gre familiér
te Thore is absoluto-

But the poople of
m1+h!Kelly Managone

1y no reason o assyme thet this most. eur=-
ruptr machize which|has used every 1tua—
tion| to graft galore will troat tho tran-|-

sit problem any 4if orently. . The. Chicsge
trengit systiom.papke = tHom dightc tvand

its lack of the city
franchise "oy way of injunction of manda-

00C,00C of the new as= |
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" FROM_ TANKS TO TAXIS -

1927

e nave long  folt that tho wetg in
their fisht for +he right to drivy cabs
in Chiei,u worc on the losing ,end of g
sharn Hul fruvitless strugglee b

Tho fellowing fachs will help to ox-
ploin wa-. Zezk in 1937 somu of the
Cheekor Caps  wore stili ouncd by 3ndivie
duel criverse  4redually thie cigle of
afifgire wis cheaged so  that teday the
Yollow-Checkor monopely cwns all +he hacks
diiver by thoir driverse Tnis strengthened
the ¢2b roncpoly imnessurably in doaling
wilh thc driverse Lator +there vas a

merging of tho comprniese Portaps ir or-

dur te avoid citi-menapoly pracocdings
thoro was ne attempt to identify the Yol

Low  cnd Checker Cubs ac a single compsny.
bofere tly publice However, it is g weld

kneim  fact thet.tho Parmelec Transperig~
tion Coe, o ey wuwnit in the taxicrb em-

pire, ic the bigrost stock heldor of the

Chizage Yollow Ceb Coe Ince They also cone
trel & lerse intercst in Checkor Caloe

The Yollaew-Chocker ompirg is -a tight-

smcethly functioming moncpclye Ty

an opreement wos worked oul botween
Yellow ~nd Checker in which Checker tock
336 cabe off the streets, cutting its

leot te I1,164,and Yellew cut 155 ef its

cebs, leaving iiself 1,495 in cperstion.
Fdlcwing the egreement thy Parmelee Trang—

pPertetien Coe indueed the Kelly machine

(, e much palm grensing it teqk o meko
Kglly egroeavle is g elosely gurrded ge=-

crete) 1o puss o contrret erdinrmec fixe
ing 2 3000 Limit on cab Iicensos.

and

Not wishing to coms intae hend-on col-
lisien with the rebeliicus vils the Kolly
michine gave "verbal normits" to tho vots
hoping for a futuroc mero faveratle situe
ation in which to drive the vot cabs off
the streots. The statoments made rocont-
ly by Josoph F. Grossmen, assistant corp-
oration counscl should make it cleer that
he is a stoogo of tho Chicngo crpitoalist
class including tho Yollow-Chockor mono-
poly. Grossman told the Yellow-Chocker
monopoly thrt the 495 ndditional licensos
ordinance which wns apparcntly passed for
tho vots will, be issued jprimarily to tho
Yellow-Chockor groupe ‘

‘Griossman  hotly deriod charges by the
nttoqnqy for +the Yello

-

will have to |join tho worki
“‘ovnership of al

Cab that the |

.

C*"’err “Ye//ob[‘o ,h.{ N V_M, 1
| { /‘{/»p/;es ~
@ _.::’1:::;;{.4/) .

e
{ !

et
Kelly machino intonded to violeto the or-
Binavce giving the Yellow-Checkor a vire
tual monopoly. ke furthor accusod the
mowspely of “sccking to control the powers
of %he ghicf cigcutive of Chicego".

But the Yollow=-Chockor menopoly. hes
svon  anotihier card up its slecve: it hasg
been employing mary veterans to drive its
cabs and somo cf the older drivors are
vets from the first world wer. Vhon a
show-down comus, on who will actuglly Zot
the now cab licenses (ard this will bo
timad gfter tiac coming glection) tho city
authorities will stend with the big com-
panics in saying, "Wc can't discriminato
againrst tho vetorans driving Yellow and
Clicckor canst® :

Vets shculd now soc morc clecarly than
over  thaat  they ero a politicsl feotball
oeing kicked arouwnd by tho Yollow-Chocker
menopoly =nd their stoozes, Mayor Kolly
and J+F. Grossmem, city corporation ¢oun-
sel. ‘ ' ’

votoran cakbics arc smgll
busingsgmens  The dav is past when the
smzll  busimassmar con ruccessfully chal=-
lungo tro larZe titans of industry und
their stoogez - the city, state and
netional governmantse - Smajl businossmen °
aro foreced %o fight tho strenglchold of
monopoly that- envelopes ihem, but they
can't  win. . IDvontuelly if thoy ére to -
move forward %6 a life free from the dome
ination. of a fow capiﬂalistﬂpr;npgz thoy
- 5
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WELL, UJHQ

[ men's
(Chicago workers'

Anyone who leafed throuph the Chicago
Tribune on Septe. 16th, locking fer Dick
Tracy, (what elsel) muy have noticed a

picture of the new train for future use
in the subwaye 30 what?! One cf the first
things that pops intc a "Gate Guardg's"
mind is fthal eventually ke will be 'uttng
a smaller pay checks For, cne of the im-
prevemegates included is tha® fewer men are

nevded 1o run these nev treinse One man
can control tku docrs of two cr maybe
more  treins and ihe se-culied “extra" men

will get in less hours vor weeks

But  fer now lel ug consider scme of
the problems of the presents. Let us cone
sider fer instance a fev of the working

ccnditicre of the moetormane

Fo sits ir a ca®l which is stuffy and
hot in the sumucr end cold and damp in
the winters. It is strengly “requestead®
cf him by thc company thet hs wear at s11
times whilc on duty the regnler uniform
overalls - clesn and starchec. He can
zet  eway vithout obeyinz tlis rule for
the vpresent becausc therc's o "labor

[

< e, it Jo“' ,’(
i ~./ b on

1'3(4(

working

"~ the diffsrent

condahon; as} bad as
riding conditions

shortage"s But he

knows thet in time the.
company will clanp down on this and alll
cther rules when| lgbor
knecs, begging for |a jobe
About the only thing to relieve the
monotony * of the |motormen’s job is the
intergsting "guess [when" games This con-
sists of guessing whether the brakes will
catch rnd hold at the next station or net
It deserves n defiinite note of comgratu
lations to those motormen for their feat:
¢f driving these wrecks for so many miles
without mcre serjous eaceidents than do
ceceurs But congratulations nare not enough
tc compensnte for the ragged nerves of!
men who must work ynder such 2 straine

The. working conditions mentioned here
are nct helpcd any by another one of the
"little" gripes df the conductors and
motormen who run fhe trainse They don't
get nny regular lunch poriods Ordinarily,
the "lay-over" aff lthe cnd of the line -
thet is, the time Dbetween trips = is
zbowt 10 minutess [it varies'accordiqg to
schgdules - sgmewhere he=
twoen 6 smd 14 minutese Once (or if the
men rre working # "good run", twice) in
thc‘course of his day he gots a "relay"of
18 to 25 minutese |[This is his lunch perw=
iods Ever try to|buy and cat a, substen-
tinl lunch in 20 minutest

When the griping bocomes too strong
the| company retort is, "A reilroad mon's
life is ~lways rough™e So thcy blow this
Toonervil¥e: Trolley Up to the sizo of a
railrondd But when [the workers ssk for an
improvement in thgir conditions et least
to the leycl ¢f the lergo inter-city
rrilronds, the gnswer iss"This isn't ‘g
reilrond, it's o trensit systemt!

Tell, one thing {hoy know f\rpllTOQd or
trapsit system - this job atxnksz

is back on its -

—Frlor )/

lith proaess...maklng is

iS GOINC
Beginnlng with Laber Views Lo 20 it
-eagier %o reagd.

TO GET A NEW FACE i

i1l ‘e produd:ed'
So_froml '

lTS GO’NG TQ_COST MORE to produge,




The Question fs,\@emle’régﬁ: “
1 PROFIT
FROM  THE

STREET CARS,

HOW  MUC
CAN BE MADE?

Fer the past gencration mere and more
werkers in Chicazo Lave heen jamzed onte
the seme aging trensportations Almost the

only changes made in ths transitl systenm
neve begen vporicdie fare incrcascs - reg-
sulting not in improved sarvice 4o the
public,but in bi. fer snd better graft for
the pcliticinng ar Lhe owners

rd profite fer

Chlcezo's aprolling tfansportation MUEs,
GCWover, will never be atroightened cub
0" 8 mere change 10 "hongot " city mdmini-
strofions Tho leeiie growti of eur city
trencit systen hes felicwea iho very pote
vorn dicteted by tho inicresis of trs tig
ind strislists .nc rererants who arve al-
wWinys centroliod the development of Chicn 0.

Ir the days of the Lerae stroet-

cmrs  Crlerngo's new  bLusincsshor rrd the
icerl volliiicirns tnde o de-l for rll 12e

cors te turn creund g% o certnin corncr -

which corncr vould toccme = Tusincss cen-

tere Tris plrce wicre thc cors turnegd --
round eoen  bocrme  known ns tis "loop".
ina this  business aren viclded millicns

inprofits te n fou merchirnt -princese ©

“hrough the venrs of Chic~gjo's mush-
rocm growth  these  nrrogent crplinlists
fought any cowmmen scnse impulse to
route the city's transporiution eccorging
tc the jpeople's neud to ovo about tro
city efficisntly nng quickly. We nre fin-
ally faced with = trrzle of
streeierrs, strestemrebuces, Duges, cle-
vated treins, o oonnll section of subyrny

Fryo

. :
1 sy 4
..a.EDQ.;'u ic

ond  some sorleguburben lraing - -11 cone=
verging in  the loep rnd  glutting it,
giving it o thorrivle casc of community

constipation cvery dey im the wecks

Workers traveling from the Jouth Side

te tle North 3ide, those trnveling from
tho West +to¢ the -South 3ide, must inch

helr way through this lcops

Serious ongincers nnd soeinl scientists
lock ot Chicngo's *remsportntion system
and como to theo contlusion thot only nfte
r. complete re-plonniug of the comnunity
will it becdme officiecnts The arbitrery
concontration of tho city!s commerce, the -

1
[ ) i H

H

IR
Fage

the E[evated

k)

helter-slelter factories anc vinrchouses -
Jommed r~ud sprrwled across endless blocks
of rotiting, mnegleccted nren, the cruel
crowding of “hcusnnds of people in these
plncus = no trensportotion system could
cfficiently serve this chnose ’

% €77L£;5*"ZKZQAAfﬂ,———-is issued by the:
. Revelutienary Workers Longuc to further |
Jthe struggle of the working . class
i egrinst tihce constaut sttrck of tho ine
. dustrirlists and bankorse

‘e propose independent working-clnss
rction beginhing ot the shops, mines
wnd mills against this ruling-clpss ond &
 its goverumpat - ite police forces, its |
courts end laws - oporsting rs its “big
stick",. . ' ! ! '

LABCR VIE¥S recognizos thrt although,
 todey tho iwerking cless fighlsi te de-.
- fond its liying stendnrds, tomorroéw it
cwill frce the trsk of ﬁéolishipg tais |
rotting system of capitrlist slavery,
end create a. governmornt - wkick! will |
: organizp so¢iety for the welfar@!ofua;l',
; who labor. |Tho chiof inctriment needed
{ for ackievipg tids gosl is r Rovolu
: &#y Workeyrs Partye

}
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MORE  ABOUT WORKING CO
IN“ LOCAL 288 SHOP

288 U

From the

RWA-CIO PUBKISHES

SECOND ISSUE CF SHOP PAPER

new locnl 293 URWA-CIO shop

paper comcs some now light on the depler-

able

shnst weoks
7 tle  mene
the winibor

tz smoks any

"Thoy've cancclled the factory!

N
anc

sefely insurnncol™ dried Trillings rlrlady some
‘ boon szkod if ot
Jdoil, the workers of 288 doubt thet  poged third shifte.
Trilliry couWG cvvr et insvrences on this of  mon into throe
plente Witk tihc mect shamefully inadu= -cnly pulled when fho
\.l ; .
i *'{ ‘ v
/ r [
In the a“tlolp reporting the negotip-- _{(:)LJ
tiore Yketween tie 2ingham Co. and Local
120 URWA-CIO, Labor Viens stated that the N
workers at Bingham received two 157 an
ncur r~aises between Deccembzr of 194% and fC)
slares o this yeare This is wrong. Be-
tucen khose dates the workers reeeived \Av
one 157 average raise in every Jjob clas—
s;flbatlon. This was cone piecemeal un IN
gsontinuous negotiations. OFF
sINGHAM WORKERS &6
BINGHAR e CONTRACT SUBJEQ
' Bingham workers last week signeu a nﬁ‘ Begin
eontract with Binghom 7etting 15¢ an hour
on the average in each Jjob classificatinn, THE F

cond‘iionu
; ¥re Trilling, the cwner of the piavt, do-

cided tc¢ mrnkc n
~ ton minuto
But

under wihich tihiey worke

n conccsgsicn to the werkers
rgst periocc fer
ihey found out that vhaen
gots cold “hey wun't be nble
plrcé inside the plents

g henalth
re

A

[y
pru

swi

con
the

- they hgve

2 b

cf

te toilet and
per drninagc, o
oprs and milis o
tches, the plac

s

Here. is onec
ditions in 1t&
forty women

aifairs

par

productions

are

prcsses thel six mpn uscd to manngece
novi "extre" mon hnve not boen fired.

"0“’? SARCENTS

;fw UNION EL

. Refuses to

Herc 1s a new slrnt on dcﬁucrncy ng a Vel

fretory owvmer secs 1ite Sargents Drug sch
Ianufeacturing Compeany workoews nre trying

t0 orgenizce
CI0.-

9

| The lendi

Thie union involved is ILWU-

ng militente in the plont are

hours a dayeTheir
The compgny hag

tion if +the vet
thel votes  Helld dox ‘
iet aeeaAltl A B

ontly has
In

ncw working

one refuges
cilcr into a copl bint

Apparently uncenccerned over this state
manegpement of this plant ap-

further plans
the press room four men

cf tho press room men havo|

\J[:)¥1_“l'[fi

hinitary cend}tzgﬁs;’im~
n unsrfe boiler, brokon
perating without gafety
b is n midevel dungoons

pathetic picture of the
ig plante. ‘/hen some of
wish to change clothes
they duck behind

to stop=-up|-

the samo numbcr of
The
But

on

10y will work on a pro-
Streiching two shifts
shifts is n good trick

{

workers are asleepes

r

ARE
VITED
classes meeting

=d. Eves. 8215p.m.

LABOR VIEWS
ICE 333 W.NORTH
) S AVE.

DUR INTERN’ATIONALS

SAYS
ECTION
let Uets

ernns. who
ool work

bec
only

pgreed to nfunléa o

DK TO
But
Uote

couse ‘they gre going to-
part timec = sbout five:
pr.y - TO ce ts an. hour-a

Brons ‘are eﬁ

ning Ont.iz,four °la§§“
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