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LOCAL 288 URWAC
REPARES TO STRIK

33 W. NORTH AvYE

—~ SEPT. 16, 1946

"From now on we, the workers here, are
going to control our owm local union."

"The strikc begins nows"

Thosc wore the keynotcs last Tharsday
a8 tho momborship of Locel 288 of Unitad
Rubber Workers of Amcrica(CIO) unanimous«
ly approved tho militant strike progrem
propesed by their oxocutive beoard.

Reported tho local cxocutiveo committect
"MreTrilling (hoad of Amorican Industrial
Rubber = tho plant whoerc 288 sponds its
time) has told us ho will lower our wages
boforc he grants us any rnisc! You girls
meking 3674 an hour, do you herr thet!
He has thrown down thé chellenge to all d
us and wec mccopt itd"

"That's righte"

"lc nccopt ite"

"WO' ll got ] im, n
Shipo

With this battlo-cry the workors ndopt-
od tho follewing striko progrnms

1. "Mnkc managomont hear our damands

oevory day."
Tho denandst
Wngost Cuttors (women) from 674 to
924¢ por hour, pross and mill worke
ers from 90¢ to 125 por hour {and
similer changos in othor classifica-
tionss)
Closod shops™
Docont seanitary, toilct conditionse
A plancc to ont.
Buards and safcty dovices on mach-
ines.
Ropair dangorous floor conditionse
Propor vontilation and hent.
2. Tho irmodiato orgenizetion of strike
action comittoos.
3+ The colloction of
fundse

4+ The inmedinto issuance of a strike

bulletin to fAamilirrize every one

chorusod tho mombor-

spocial strike

with issucs, dornnds and grieveoncess

5¢ A plannod appaul to other rubber
~ worker lotals for support in their
‘ strug.ng. :

6. Incronscd lognl preasurc againet
mmy;mmnty, Cf ,

in tho st
passos -

¥

Lhl]

Low WAGES

DANGEROUS

WORKING
CONDITIONS

eavy Load to Qarry
Around in the Shop

"Never before have I soon such a dlrty
holo to work ine" was the cormont of a
worker~-delogate who inspocted the Illinois
Rubber and Plastics = Jmorican. Industrial
Rubbor plant et 4401 8- Sa Salle Ste last
Jodnosday (Septs 4)¢ Ho wes ono of the -
delogation sont from local 120 eof the
Unitcd Rubber Workers of .merica '(CIO) in -
support of sister local 288 in its current
strugglo for bottor %agqs end’ working cmr[
ditionse ‘A | | , :

(it & nombership meo&;ng local 120 un=

aninously vgtod full !support for 1oca1,

i
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Wo stepped. hrough




TRKERS, CALL RUBBER SHEP:

, ron page
of the entire plant.

Clouds of gray~whitc dust billowed inte
us as we walkod inmto tho nlnnt. As we
passcd from roon to roor we sew with bits
of rubber stock and nechinery piled hizhe

e stepped gingerly through the stuff - .

wherever the ceuont floor wes uncluttored
it wns crrcked. In tho rillroom a man
cusscd as tho truck hc wes pushing got
stucke In somo spots the ccrzont is broken
to nowdore

The wholc shop floor is at ground leovel

or belowe we stoppod near n toilere A
shop stoward of 288 pointod out tho big
rool of " water thnt hed collectcd in the
pit °

"Souetiros there is too 1uch weter on
tho floor to cvon work in herc," he seide
"On top o' that therc's such n hell of o
leakage into tho plent during a henvy rain
the floor gets completeoly flooded. And
the drainnge is hayvire."

Onc of the workers coughod hoarsely as
WO Dessede

The stntc safoty laws provide that all
windows in fnctorics be in good reprire
As we welkod fron ono Cunzeonlike room to
enothor we noticod that this law could
mean  nothing haro, for very fow of thesc
roons hed windowse

"Hell-holq", "dunjrcon", these nrc the
.words that slipped out of our ncuths nsg w

‘walkod, but I triec to fiud the ono core
non  foeelinz that sociod to torture the
whole plrcoe I found it first ss 4he

steward pointed to rnother 0ld boiler and
sgid,

"This is tho ono still used for high
Pressurge Loaks ond cracks in it have
been weldodd ‘Voldod mind youl ‘hy isn't
it condermed! ‘e don't know whon tho
thing will blow."

‘e had found the corron fecling of the
hundrod workors in this torturc dungoon =
fears ‘

we walked into thc ron's "showor roon".

- & crudo enclosurc with threo stalls and

LA

|

"If a pipe trooks or valvi

born for such torture?®

7o passed the 'ono opon tub with one
spigot of cold running wetors "The girls
(forty of them) wash horge" '

In the cutting room tho women have the
bost light in tho building? modorn flour-
escent lights glero ngninst the gray stme

wallge. But tho dungoon-atnosphere is not
dispellec, for in a prominent position
stands tho two timy toilct roomse Two
towls for the ontiro 100 or moro workerse

"There is no ventilation in those little
roomss ‘hen the doors rre opened up, the
srclle e «

We saw the four 1ills run on belts from
a sinzle diesele One dey throe. rionths
a70 7 worker at milleeshis hand rolled in
with the rutbores..No snfety switchl Four
fingors wore gone boforo somoone ran the
fifty fcet to turn off thc tiesole

Every worker in tho inspection party
left this plant with a firn dotermination
to help tho workors in this plant win
their dorandg. :

Chicrgo Cormittoc of tho Rul to further

the struggle . of the working class

ogainst tho constrnt . atteck of the in-
dustrialists and bankerse

Wo propose indopendont working-class |
action beginning! at tho shous, mines
and nills egainst this ruling-cless end
its zovernment - its police forces, its
courts and lows - operating ms its "big
gtick", . ‘ | :

LABOR VIEWS rogornizes thht although
- todey the working class fights to do-
fond its living stancerds, tomorrow it
will feco the tansk of abolishing. this
rotting systen o earitalist. slavery,
and -croate a -ggvorntont ‘which' will
-organize society for the welfare of all
who labore- The chief instruriont necded
for echieving thig goal is'a Revolution-

 LABOR VIEWS 15 issusd by the!’

e aTy ‘d’OI’kﬁl"s Part [
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running cold water heatod by - live ateém‘
is 10056eee.
steam hisses at our nekod bréksessiore we .
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It is the opinion of Labor Views that
workers, driven by the deily oppression
of capitalism, want to struggle ngainst
their oppressorse It is the tromendous
weight of this capitrlist oppression plus
vile deceit of the lebor burocrats
which help kecp the workers' powor scet-
tored,dampened and short of its most full
oxprossione

It is with this spirit that Labor Views
heertily endorses the militant sction and
the program of the local 283 of thc URWA=-
CI0Os This militency is not =& sudden
growthe It is tho rcsult of a gredurl &=-
wakening of these workors during the two
years of their wrgenization. MNore and
more they havo floxcd tho musclos of uni-
ity nagainst menagemeont; end more snd more
they know their own powere

But, the whole struggleé of theso work-
erg has met cvery obstacle that a vicious
apitrlist system can lay down before =
workors  Bombsrded by working conditions

that could crush the spirit out of mon =rd
women alike, organized under the hegomony
of & union burocracy which for two years

SUPPORTS STRUCGLE
OF LOCAL 288 URWA—-C}O

E page 3
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hes rgfuqed to educate a single worker in
evon the fundemontals of unionism and
threstened by tho inereasing unemployment
of workers in Negro communitics(overwhelm-.
ing mejority in 288 arc-Negroes), these
workors have . dug themselves out of this
no-man-tand to stage a heroic fight now
egeinst & nanesgenent which has told them
to go to holle '

Last February Manson James,Internation-
2l represontative,of tho Chicago District
of URWA-CIO obtgined a checkoff for locel * .
288 duess From that time onward, contrary
t0 the constitution of the Rubbor Workers
Union, he hnas collocted every cent of the
union dues from thc companye Last week
when workers “at the fmerican Iandustrial
Rubber Plant were proparing themselves to
strike they discovered that out of $853 -
doposited in the bank in the namec ¢f their
local only 337.57 romained. JAmong the
cencellod checks for this money spent is
a2 3200 withdrawel for furniture, fixtures
end office rents Tho locel possesses 18
worth of furnituro. Jemos has had the
books of the local up till last Saturday,
Septe Tthe

But Jemes has committed cven greater
crinos agninst these workers«Three months
ngo workers in 288 donended a peyraise in
line with tho rise in prices. Thoy could
got no promise from ire.Trilling, owner of
the rubber plant,and they domanded strike
rctions  Speerheaded by the militents in
the pross-room the whole shop indignantly
walked oute Jammes stepped in after this
militrncy hed dovclopod end negotisted
with his buddy, Mre Trillinge He brought
back to the oxecutive board of local 288
e fow mosgor reiseos which brought the 40
worlon up to Je 67‘-L an hour ené the men up
to $.80 and in rore cnses $+90 an houre
Tho cxecutivg board refuscd this insultnng~‘
1y low pay-reigoe But Janos rnmqu thig
nogctintion down tho workers' throsts with
the cry; "Teoke this or you won't get any-
thingt" ; , - 1 o

Even re Tpxlllng was riore subtleo He .
told the workers, "In/a few months I pro-
mise ;you anct;er ru;s%." A month: #ga e

Trilling "kept his. pronise™; -
%ith hin To reope the wago%

|

et
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THERE AIN'T

GRATITUDE

The US government has filed suit in
the US District Court against 13 Chicago
trucking companies charging +them with
treach of contracts Whon the government
troke tho Chicago truck drivers' strike
of lMay and June last year tho truck come-

=nics wgroed to pay Uncle Sem's scab
crivers the weges normelly going to tho
regelar driverss But thosc compenics have
refusod to 1live up +to thoir cnd of the
bergeine 43,627 is asked for in this suit
and 20 moro suits nrc about to be filod
00N Cons1dbr1ng Uncle Sam helpcd these
compnnics in the struzgle to boat down
their workers, frilurc to pny is nothing
less then the bescst ingratitudos 4 rg-
vicr of the striko makes this ns cleoar s
Tovern Prlo beers

On ey 17, 1945, 6500 rmembors of the
Chicngo Truek Drivers Union (independent )
went  on strike for n 43 hour wook rnd e
35 increnses All thce WLB hed to offer was

& 51 hour wook nnd%4+08 rrise retrorctive
to January lste.

Tho snmo dey = majority of the 2500
mombers  of the Internntionrl Brothorhnod
of Tormstors Locnl 705 AFL gnthered ot
Plrstorors Hrll to decido on joining the

trikoe  With militent spirit thoy bened
Ao ‘n their officers the rending of
telegrems from Socrotary sf\IAbor Porkins,
L3 and Mnyer Kclly ing them t2
tay  ©n the jobe The cn or irmcdinte
strike becamo so insistont that Frod Tiod
locnl president, in desperation ndjournocd
the meetinge

The noxt d~y thc VLB ordorcd the cnd of
the strikoe nnd thrortoncd the mon vith
cancellation of their drnft deferworts aad
- tho rotronctivity of the 34408 rnisce The
Chicago Truck Operaters apperlod to Tru-
men  to seizo thoir nroperticse Tho army
ngsigned 50 +trucks ~nd drivers to help
out. By this timg 500 mombers 6f 1ocnl
705 were cstimeted to bo in tho strike.

Moy 19 already 2000 noribers © of “Jodel
705 had ‘joincd tho 6500 strikers of tho
CTDU but ‘Honry Borgor IBT .Intornationel
Rope stated, "As far as wo are concorned
there is ho atriko."

a

NO

.T7€UCH%. !
WORKER |

Jwo Ways or savING UNCLE

May 20 tho YL
again  or olse th
OVGT » The AFL 1
2 to01d its 10,000
was unauthorized
roturne.
excuse ‘that the o
30 dry cooling off
Srith-Connally Act

By +this tino
of - the CTDU led
cnllod tho nomber
whothor thoy wanto
a strnding voto th
roso and roered n
lator the Teemstor
ed thet its niom
goods nnd conderno

o and23 militer
dri

ivers. werc rolli

Fort Custor in

order sgeizing tho'
orgnst. . declarcd th

ducted 88 con

These HYurocrats wgro using tho

B ordered |the men back |
¢ government would tnke
caisters Joint Council
noubors that the strike |
and insistied that thoy

en did not weit for tho
pcriod provided by the
t0 olapsce,

the lukowerm leadorship
by Prosident Fonnor ‘hed
ship togcthpr and askod
d to roturn to work. In
e 3,000 monbers prosont
dofisnt"N0LM. Two hours
g Joint Council announe
bers would|cclivor the
A unprtrictic™zob rulo".




-swering , the back 1o

... NO GRATITUDE
(frou paze 4) ‘

the citys The 1lemdership of the CTDU
crawled inte the LaSalle Hotel and behind
closed doors called off the strike just
after Truman had- ordered the Office of
Defense Transpcrtestion to cporste the
1,500 cempanicse

The truck drivers geve in then, hewever
they orocceded to certify thoir casc with
the MLRB and appcaled that the WLB rocone
sider its offers On Juno 15 the WLR ree
fused to altcr its preposels and the men
~f CTDU and lecal 705 voted to strike a=
gain. The O0DT immcdi~tcly scized the
trucks end 1,000 1nfartr}mon wera crdored
ints the ci ty.

Ellis G. Longencckor hoad of the ODT
horo dcclarcd thet the army weuld drive
tho trucks and asked tho ccompenies t: tuen
over tho nomes, agcs and nddressos of
cvery man whe did net perform his normel
duticss The threat of drafting the stri-
kers was beeoming an metunlitye The cow-
erdly traitors loading local 705 mnnouncel
thnt they were using overy menns to urge
thoir mon backe Tho coually spincless
Fonner ¢f the CTDU whincd,"The strike was
futiloe"

16,117 treops hed pourcd into Chicngo
by June 25. Morc then = full division
crmed with mechine guns, submachino guns,
riflcs, pistols, bayonets aund clube. In
"Overntion Strikcbrerking" thcy sot up
positions £t the more imnortmnt truck de-
potse Jeeps swinging rechine guneg cou=
voyod trucks 3in and out of the city down
the mein artérioss Postors wero plegod
#n  each truck thrortenin: nroesoevtion g-
gainst thosc inteorfering with ita opora=
tion. 4,000 &Is worc uscd ns drivers snd
6000 more escortod thesc senb drivors rnd
othorss To the ploe of the trucking come
panics thce govornment went =211 out. By
Juno 28th the striko wrs dcfontecd rnd ane
work crll of their
fifth column leadorship the men drrggod
to their jobse.

Now in the light of this reviow, - con-
sidering the assistoncc rendered tho. trude
compenics thru the WLB, ODT, Trumen and
the army docs it not seom the very limit
of  ingratitude to rcfusc to pay the few
thousand dollgrs? Aftor all Uncle Sem did.
sav these comnﬁnlos milliense

‘page 5

Look agaln at the cartoon in-this art-“

ieles That's exac%ly the way it ise  Un=-
6le 5nm treats the trucking eempqnles and”
the othor members

"Uncle". But he offors the worke¢ra rotten

B

: of hig ruling class -
family so well they givo out with & lovimg

WLB decisions, draft deferment cancella- -

tions, army strikebreakers until they
give out with an "uncle" 4g0. But there
is a hell ef » diffcronce betwcen Uncle
»nd uncle, and that is the secret of cap=~
itelist politicss -

SUPPORT 788

(trom page 3)

their contract and when they pointed out’
to him thet he had not lived up to the
contrect with resvect to working condi-
tiwns, ‘he replied, "You can stick that .
conbract « - ="

In last yeers contract Trilling pro-
misec to ‘"explore" the possibility of -

building comfortable eating and rest-room

facilities for the workers in the plante.
Not one stick hes been turned in this
directione. !

When the workers of 288 looked to James

for leadership and discovered, that.he
was eacting as Mre Trilling's egent in
their ranks, whon they discovered that

they had no control over their own worke
ers' organization thoy wrote to URWA head-
quurters intornetionel in Akron, Ohio.
Then they lesrned another lessons Akron
scnt  out nn investigetor who canie to Mre

Jrmez erd slapped him on the wrist. James
wrs instructed to "straigirten things out® .

rnG preoparc to tnke a new job in the unim
burocrecy down 4n Toxase He has never
straightenod things out and he is still
herga ’

(Loeal 120
lesson when their executive bosrd wrote a
criticism of Jamos rnd discovered thom-
selves called up on chergos beforg the
regional office in Chicagoe They too,
no longer write to Akronsf

From this time onward the militants in
12cal1238 have carricd on a double-edgod
fight - carrying their domends to menages= |
nent  whilo struggllng 'to gain control of |
thoir own local organizetion.
of this struggle is |noarings
momborship of] local 288 - '
its militant. axecuti' '
"Got Erilllng¥ make
They mre uoving: forwar L
grgml hich. they adopto

of URWA lonrned this same

The climax . Q
uith the :
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Bsc CAPITAL MOVES IN ON
POOR SOUTHERN FARMER

US erpitalisn is freed with the problen

°f injocting scmo 1ife-blood into n sick
~nd niling Southorn agriculturnl cconimy,

This oprobleom is agaraveiol by the fret
thet olorents of pro-civil war' ceononmy
exist

sidu by side with finnnco capital
in agriculturce.

Up until rocently the cotten crop in
US wias hancd-pickce by sharceroppers, ten-
~nt farners rnl wagc hencs vhesc cunditis
ero frirly clese to the slaves of rncient
Zsypte  Mew the  Macchenicnl pickers",
"chepperand the "flaac cultivator" thre-
aten  te Cisplace ono rillion familics in
16 statese The Dapt. cf Aariculture nalse
reperts the existonco of o four row trac-
ter which roduces the erount of lebor to
4 or 5 hcurs per acrey, enl e mechanienl
stripper which cuts dcom lrber fron 140
to cnly 7 hours por ncroe /n averege cot-
ton  pickor picks sbeout 15 1bse« per hour,
vhile his nochanicrl corpotiter picks 900
tc 10006 1bse per hours The averrge cost
e vale by hrnd is 33214, by
Dachine it is 75483 {dncludes nroriiraticm
and upkeop)s with comploto mochanization
men hours per bale will zo cown fron 150
to 25 or 30. Thus 80% of tho pe:plc in-
vclved in cotten mgriculturc will no lomg-

cr be ncedoce

Tho foregeing facts can now clerrly bhe
understo-d whon it is ccnsicored thet Us
procuction of cotton has ~one dewn from 16
r:i11ién- bales in 1925 4o 9 million beleos
in 1945. Txports hevo onc cown from 8
million balcs to 3 mil ioen belcs in the
see  poricdas Dospito the foct that the
cotton workers meke 313.20 ver wock (sco=
son,is 100 dnrys) anc 220 -or year, cepl-
tolism finds it bas to crive the cost of
production down in ordicr to cempeteo with
British impcrinlisme

It is ostimntod that as high as 2,500,
000 perscns will be cdislocatod by intonsi-
- filed mechanizatione Figurcs fnil tc cone
voy the human suffering this will ceusce
Futuro mass mnigraticns of agricultural
workers townrd industrinl citics will ine
cvitebly bo usod as a roscrvoir of cheap
labor by big busincsse This will bo held
es & club. over orgenizod lrbor by unjen-
heating capitelisne The additicnnl fretor
thet nany of the migrents will bo Ncgrcos
will bo utilized to stir up nn anti=Nogro
ordor to divide tho ranks of
labore
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Frced with these prohlems the National
Farm Labor Unicn hels jfiSOd s¢veral do-
rends including a gugranbood wage of 5625

(2%4%) & yoar for {indopondent farmors,
sharecroppers, tonant farzers' and wage
hancs - and the roclpmation of idle,re-

cleimod and nerzinal Llende Those demendg
are like tossing a straw to drowning méu.

Socuraty for tho frrmr can only be reali-
zol in his seizin~ tho land from the oAk

crs in co~opernti0niwith tho workers who
will,fer the first tiho, gain renl secur-

ity by soizin; and rimnning the factorios

1e0s & thoro-zoin, sceial revelutions

STRIKE  PROFITS ()
(FROM "HANK" W) ©°

So ycu think this governmont is en -
oquel representetive qf laber snd incusty
= read this and wocups |

Gwilyn Prics, president of Wostin-house
Eleetric Cerpe  anncuncod reconily that
whilo +this Cornerntipn leost 342,920,652
as a result of a sirike,it would c¢ost the
company  only  5341:608.  Seid Mr. rico,
"o arc roporting this carry~back as a
credit in rccordance with thy tax law now
in c¢ffocte” In oth¢r words, with this
lrw,e corporation may domend a rofund due
to opcratin; lossos |- which 'includoes
strikcs -« zlus a cnrry~b40k brsed on one-
hrlf of the yoer's cxcgss profits crecditl
- S0 the worker on strike now is not only
fizhting n cetorrined lrnd money-backed
or;anizaticn, heo is fighﬁing £lso rn ore
crnizrticn beekod by o [severnront wkich
sunrrntocs it o srefit| i their war with
low ;aic workcrge L i

iccordin: teo A US Enploycent, Service
survey ftthe workers eveopapo wese todey 49
#3100 e wock without thx cefuctionse Yot
when thEs worker ;300s|on strike n-eingt

tho compuny, tho govirnnont, this reforoeo

with prejudice, guarentoos the workers®

enenly « profit thruout the strug:les Intw

deod, tho big corporation, can onccuraro
strikese| What can they |losel- - L

S0 you think tio govo nitont ip

partinl erbitretor ~ as |Lil' Abiep
0 I I ey
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