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ORGAN1Z

he story of union or-
ganizatlon in the big de-
pariment stores on State
Street is a tale full of
intrigue, plots end count-
erplots, involving
LFL, CIO end merchant
represontatives - gall
azainst the background of
the glittering wealth of
the merchant princes and
the grinding vpoverty of
their  worksra. About
25,000 workers lining the
miles of counter space

have made the State Street

Stores the most opulent of
modern bizarreceeJust eight
State Street stores heve
net sales, as estimated b
the Chicago Association of
Commercc,
in 1944, ta1s constltutln
6147
department store sales -of
$3723000’000'

Eight
employees  started the
union ball rolling in.1940.
Soon having added to their
strength they affiliated
with Leonard Levy's United
Retail Wholesale Department
Stores Workers GIO forming
Local 291. The Boston
Store and the Fair Store.

workers were rapicly orgen--

ized into this locale.

' Meanwhile +the Hillman
gorcéry clerks began to
chafe under the racketcer
rule of Max Caldwell of Hm
Ryt l12Clerk Internetional
Pzio-bective hssociation Al
In *41 these grocory clerks

NG STATE

$227,000,000%

of the totgl Chlcago\

Mershall Field

‘oYocted t'cq ‘pomain in *the'_f -

L946/

STREET

State fif.
Worketr

NTY ..
ON STATE STREET

succeed§® in overthrowing 3IN REBELLION AGAINST
Caldwell and they affiligt- L%VY W LCFAY“EIGT'*GRSHIP
od with Lavy's outfit as-

Hillmen Local 329. ' Later -
this group Was joined by
the majority of food demon
‘stretcras who tto wero swis

’ Then 'eéan tho confused'
‘dee -. saw of State Stroct
wprkere from onc union to

the other. Locel unions of
fering under Celdvell's t“e Ui od Ro 1 Whole-
goon rule. | They were con- 4l o s ok C
stituted anEautonom us undh @i

4in Local 32 However, & -

few of the demonstrators. -

Caldwell u ioyﬂ




Page 2

?;T"

. (from page 1)

vere first’sent to MNew York and then the

Chizdgo sharc was returncds ritten into

the Coastitution was the stipulation
that nll tho cquipment in the Chicego of-

fite .- oven thoush purchaged by the Chi-

cago vorkers was the property ef tho Mat-

tioual Cfficoe legotiations of contracts
was urdertaken by .olchak or his repros-

entativess © s resistonce to this buro-

errngcy . developed, .0lchak rotaliated by

permitting the organization of State

Street only in so far as it came under

his wings Resistence incremsed. 'olchak

end hi's represcntative Levy attomptod to

smother the orgasization drive. Mo ore

Baniztrs were givenyno funds viero comtri-

bu:ted.

Two yeers after the Yarshall Tield
workers had get. out  to organizc their
stéro and in turn Stato 3trect a group of
Vai'shell Field building service workors
led by “artin Keckmen bolted the dictata
ial rule of .olchak-Levy end affiliated
with the Building Service Tmployecs Inter

na*ional AFL. Yillinm Te IcFotridce, the
International ?Presicent, interested in
broadening the sphere of his contrél,

%ranted Heckman assistence and autonroways
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STLTE STRL.T. iILITANTS LOCKILG FOR
REAL UNITY - B.GIii1iG TO 32K NEzD
TO DETFWO’E cIo .ﬂD /FL BUROGR..TS.
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geous to hold protty closo to h;s word.

In the spring of tbzs year Hxllman Local

329,threatencc with extinction by the bus
ocratic hand of “iolchak-Levy joimed the
parade into the Buildlﬁg Service Fmployee
Internationalo _

DRIVE Fon;"mtr'n"
SULIT ch InYS

Thet ‘eFetridzo is no trade union mili- :

tant is well 1nd1cated by his recont ape
pointment to thc vice-prosidency of the
Park Bosrd and hkis fishing trips with
Hayor ¥ecllys) 2

" ganized.

Given the assistanc¢, eFotridge proe-
mised that tho thousands of dissatisfied
Stale Street workers would finally be ore
But the devclopments thpe year

" have revealed that the successful ofganie

Last December 25th, five years after
the drive to orirnizc Ctete 3treet had kve
gun, the Poston 3tore, PFeir store and
Farshell Field ‘arehouse vorkers convineg
that the orgenization of State Stroet
could not procoed uncor olchake-Lovy dome-
iretion, left the CIC and followed :ertin
Hocknan into the building 3ervice Employe
ecs Intcrmetionsl Union. rcFetridze mo=-
tivated by the lusterous prize of- 25,000
organized,dues-paying State Street workers
pronised Loecal 291 complete autonomy, five
orgamzers, sufficiont funds and all the
tochuizal aid needod for such an ontere
Prigo. In addition, . for the first six
mnn«bs Local 291 wes not Lobliged to: gay-

par cepifa tax to the International.
To date PcFa ”dge has found it edventee

zation of workers requiresmoro than funds
equipment, organizerse |
. |

“What has remlly h
split with .olchek, a
out amongst the ZTxccu
291 .and  the: orgsnizers
to the. policigs to
struggle kas had its eff

In addition Locel 291 -
tition . from. the CIO
signec up the Eane,Br
sists in attempting to

- erg thet have left the
ant“




‘ STATE STREET

MILITANTS:

International Protective ‘saoclaiion, the
Chicezo local being 1515(the o0ld Caldwell
outfit)o lso from time to time Herry
Rridges
wedge itself into the situstion. The
Statc Street vorker is therefore being
subject 1o a barrage of litersture-from
tvo CIO unions end tvo AFL unions on the
blessin ;s of united actions 3tate 3troot
"unity" has becomc a Gilbert and¢ Sullivan
farcos Statc 3trect's crying necd is for
& militent tradec union policy resulting in
e unified campaigns

AFL BURCCRATS
FuGCKING THR'SHLV:S CUT

Thon, e bird's cyo view ives us this
picturo of tofays Statc Streot union drive
Locel 291 iFL has a contract with tho Fdr
Store, Boston Jtore nnd the ‘mrehousemen
of i'arshall Fielde This Loesl has also
filed for elections in the downtown Gold~
blatt Store, tui Local 1515 too has filed
for election in all the Coldblatt Storos
including the State Strect once 1515 has
further confused the issue by filing for
the porters, elevator operators and maine
tonenco vworkers in the Goldblatt etores,
all of vhom are already working under
"'cFetridge's 'FL contract.Food domonstra-
tors who in '41 left 1515 to join Hillman
Locrl 329 CIC end after just having fole
lowed 329 back into AFL once again have
switched about a weok asgo,to Local 1515.
Thoy oxplained that thdy were forced todo
this because too many of their girls vere
throvm out of storos in which 1515 had
contractse '

s

“hile the union leadorship engages in
e fratricical struggle vhich "~ has split
the ranks of tho Stete Stroot workers end
rotarded their organization, the marchent
princes have actec dotcrminedly to stave
off unionieme The Goldblatt and !'andel

Stores ere actually paying better salmries
commiseions thean the sicrss

aud higher
vorking under union contractse

THE OVER YO

‘archouse Union has attemptod to

o LQO/ C/‘ZU/Q %TGM
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8 IF REAL UBITY

Yany of the. union nembers in the vari=-
ous orgenizetions competing for leader-
ship on State Street are begimming to
understend that nilitent trade union pol-
icies bhnsed on the intoreat of the ‘worker
is more important than the union’s Loeal
name or affilietion. They are beginning
to know thet only militent united effort
can victeriously assault this grest come-
morcial fortrosse

Six yerrs haeve proven that the present
union 1lcadcerships ere too nreoccupied

with winning their ovn' spheres of influ<
ence enc that to thom thc ecconomic proe
blems of the 5talc Street workers are a

secondory considerstions

Such leacership cen nevor orgenize a
unificé drive on Stetc Streete For this
the
from a banding togcther of the militants
in all the unions invclved in the drive
to win control of -  their organizationse
Only then will they be able to turn State
Strcet wup~gideecdown eand stamp it with e
union labele

STATE STREET

MERCHANT
- PRINCES

$TREET.
VVO&KE

S
\
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leaderskip must come from telowees
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| Sbor’s Leaders

Make Teo /\/\an% Demands

. )

Any'fhlng. This wasithe climax of
Mayor Kelly's remerks +to the Conference
t> Combat: Terrorism Ageitst Minorities -
last Honday (Auge '5) during a mess inter=
viow in his offices

The CIO, the Socislist Workers' -Party
and-the Workers Party representstives pre-

sont at the meeting remained silent. And

tho conference has since failed to change
its timid legslistic oprogram in "defence"
of Yegroess

Led by - bheir spokssman, Henry cGee

-of tho National  /issocciation for the

Advencement f Colored People, they made
a roapectful protest to the layor and ex-
hibited blissful confidence that this ac-

tion -would protect Negrocs from terror
a‘ttacks-

"There neve beefi, 59 attacks against
Negro "homes in two years", said McCee,

"and @fly four people have becn arrested
- no one convictedd"

Kelly answer was a raht rah! defence -

of the police forces. 4ifter all, “he said,

CHICACC'S  NEGROES il

REMAIN U!\D FENDE

Rising 1nd1gnatlon of Hegro and Vhite
workers, aware of the mountlng wave of
terror agalnst Negroes, has ¢u far been
climazed in Chicago by a most shemeful

demonstration of divided eflffort and spim-

less compromises

The failure of labor "leaders" to take
any independent action outside of the
!Conference to Combat Terror| igainst Mine
oritigs has reduced their agtion to-petty
squab 11ng within the conference and to
complete 1noffectual action With half =
million CIO members in~%he area. the .CIQ<*

rlead rs" rélythy cn the Chicago' Pelnce

nlem‘ V\/huiet

AYOR TELLS MEGROES:+ e,

You Wont Get

they wore taklng steps to- tlght n up ¢
all klnds of crimel

favor that all policqmen to bel given
point blank 1nstruct10 s to "be frir" to
Negroes." .

" McGee triod another §P°11te tackt "o

"0h no, said the Maydr, "that w undn’t
be diplomatici" He then-related how more
tactful instructions were handed down the
Ychain of command” froﬁ the chief|of po-
lice down to ths patrolmen - instructions
which side-stepped.. thg whole igsue by
telling policemen, to “be fair to|every-
'body." ) '

At this point the Catholic Labol Alll-‘
ance representative called for "fuller
instructions to the pollice™s Pentergast
(someone’ kept calling | him Pentergraft)
the commission of police answercd for the
mayor "The policse read the paper 3 they
are no dumb-bells; thoy know what they're
doing."tt

Then the Chicago Counpil Aigainst Racial
and Religious Discrimihation called for
(to page p)

to protect Negroes! The most the|confer-
erence at its Auge7th mecting could offer
a Megro who asked,"How will I be protect-
ed whon ;I move into a white neighborhood

next wesk?" wes. thet| it  woul take a
“survey' of thu- nelghbo hcode

Thet tha somcalled 'left-wang people
(the Socialisti Workers® Party v
Workers Party) heuve BUub rdinaied, heir: af-

forts 1o this| milque~foast confe v
indicated . by the compl te absonce of “any .
attack in tpsi ; s | oppapis |
unisi Ié“ﬁ 5h
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‘Negro-

South Side Mass
J\/leetmgs rotest

Lynchings
South Side Chicago hfs besiithe scere
of three mass
peet. weéek in protest agéinst the brutal
lynchlng of four Negroeg im Gcorélav
&

T@e Augp2nd meetlng on. 35th Streei and
8outn Perkvay sponsored by the Nabional
Congress, .the Augs 4th meeting. &t

5lst - 8irest ..and Prairic sponsorod by the

Naticridl Negro Council, wand.the hugs Sth
meetlng at 45th Street eand Cottage Grové
sponsored by two ministers each took on
its own ckaractere But
milling crowds of people showed oné come
mon feeling - burning indignation at the
increasing wave of persecution sgeinst
the Negro minority in the United Statese

More than 5000 poople gatherod on the
street on iuge. 2nd. Because the National
Negro Congress is dominsted by the Com-
munist Party of America the speskers were
ell hand-picked to stay within the "“party
line"« "Liborals" 1like Herb. larch of
the packinghouse union and YcGee of the
National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People gave the crowd their
stock answors to tho problem of Negro per=

segcutions

"Insist upon en FBI investzgatlon‘"
"Pass the anti-lynching bill."

"Urge Congress to refusc to scet Sene=
2ilbo."

"Nofoat Truman at the palls next elece
tion unIoss he 'takes actlon' "

tor

The real santzments of the crowd were
more often expressed by a-few of the local
ministers, one of whom cried,

"eescomplete freedom or death in tha
attempt to echieve iti"

A tremendous roar of approvel arose
from the crowde Taking sdvantage of these
waves of enthusiesm, collegtion of money
and pledges was begun among the people to
send a delegetion to Washington, DeCe
The Augs. 5th meeting, offivially spon-

.open=air - magtlngs in the

each time the‘"

sored by the Le#ls Chapel and Gentennialr ;
| H.B% Churches, cﬁntlnued this oollec%ion~’
»taklnge * , :

The Augs. 4th Qeet1ng featured Edgar G
Brown, . dlractor of the Netional Negro
Gouncile Even thpugh he had a permig, his
nmeoting was denz the use of Washington
Park because ‘he- yes uszng e. sound truck.
Brown used thé most. vicious antl-whlte
demogogery to collect money from tha crowd .

-for & vegue. lobby program in Weshingtone
Memhers

of . the ' crowd donated, but not
once . in three hours dig the crawd rise

-with & shout of . snthuaiaﬁmy SR

mayor" el

lells negroes...
( from page 4)

“prompt apprénhension and proaecution."

"Negroes have broken tase lew tOJ,"replied

the layor.

. American Race Relations. group»called '
for “an 1mpart1al stidy of land available
for homoe<" Another group asked for a
confgrence of, white and Negro people in
"t ension® areas.--Then the Mayor made his
quoted remerkst

sse"Look here, the ~least noise. ‘you
make tho botter off you aree If you meke
too meny demands you won't get anything."
Indeed,the dewande were too. muchl ' To pro-
tect the lives and homes of Negroes is an
impogsible demand to the Mayor.e ,

"Well ;"was the bold reply of spokesman
HUcGoe, "I hope you follow through. on some
of the important ‘notations you've mede: -
Yr. Yeyor, your hmnor, er ~ lay- we Have & -
letter to Mr. Truman - "& . u,qa-.,

The: Major condesoonded io wrﬂta -a
lettor introduclno soiae delegates to.the
hito ' Houses-¥ iire Trumen had 80 fef Te-
fused' Yo ‘'se@’ anyuﬁegro.dclegatnon L pFQ=
testing the rec?nt brutal lynchlngs in
ueorg:.a- :l t :

Where wero labor's "losders" at &h;a

: eonferance’ Wontague rerrcsentlnr the GIO

remalmed silents Hls spokesman, MbGee,
wes speakings The "left-wing" labo party i
people, the Socialist Workers .

.the Wprkers Par

quiet s
1}1&6 | .
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ONLY WORKERS CAN DEFEND 4
NEGROES ACAINSIW

The "liberals" who sro so timid in
their defence of Negroes here in Chicngo
are following the same futile line of ac=
tion in protest against the lynching of
Negroes in the South.

The facts that one week alter the ro- FLOVVE'D F’ROM EV /'?5/ g
d

cent murder of two Negro families -in WOR/TEP V£‘ NS’

Georgia the FBI “diacovered" that iit ¢1ggsge Government, which is ﬂha chore=

could identify but three of the 20 women of this onpitalist class, will only

lynchers, and that Trumen has refusod attempt to widen the arena of interracial

tc soo eny Negro delegations in protest gtruggles. = FERC,. ~poll tax and puch

against goverument inastivity, =re.proof lgng\meraly set gOVer ent up as the for- R

enough that no section of the government ; mal umpire in this stﬁuggle. Under cap- .

nantional or locel, is capable of protect= itelism the governmenﬁ will alweys serve

ing Negroes from persecutions To put the the capitalistse

over-all fact in a nutshell we quote a

Negro  worker who during a mess meeting Moanwhile, people s?rving as agents- of

shouted! . cepitel 1like Edgar Brown of the Natiemal
Nggro Council stir the races against each

"Government gure knew how.to Bring: out other by epewing e -program of racial
trocps against the railroad menti" ‘ netionalisme

Labor's Mleft-wingers™ - 1like the Agein, there is only one course of ac~
Socialist Workers Party - have followed tion against the mounting terrqr against
down the ssme lines The 8WP calls Negroes. This is the organization of an
upon Truman to tske legislative agtions independent united Negro end white work-

. ers dafence - a defence which will range

To have Negro and white workers steep= from local defence squads to the calling

ed in hatred and fighting emch othner dir- o} workers to giganticimess political pro-
ectly helps the capvitrlist class to con- tgst merches ecross the length of the city
tlnue its ru;e over the antire worklng- and even across tho 1epgth of the country.

T RN know the answer to %hls questﬁon. But

/VE&/?O[«,S\ L//\/D[F{/\ng the collection of church, civic| end cole

lege "liberals" who do@znata the'scana do
(from page 4} . note.

This same grioup ig once rgain ?01ng to Negroes will get no protection from
appeel to the Chicago police to protect Mayor Kelly, Touhy or the ChlcaQ‘F policee
Negrcess  States ittorney Touhy is to be then the chips ere down id .en: "erganizsd
asked to appoint a special prosecutors pogrom egainst Nogrees it will be Negroes
These same poople tho hed heard Mayor who will be slugged, shot and |jeiled by
Kelly say, "If you make too many demandsthe police. The samg hovdlum ahd police
you won't get rnythingl" should have hnd used ageinst Negroes arc the scabs and
indelibly printed in their momories the gtrike-breskers who will be used against
record of corruption,  strike-breaking a11 workers - Negro end white.

violence, and massecre (Momorial Day Mase- Cnly indepondent wqrkers defence squads Fﬂ

sacre, 1937) of the Chlcggo Police againstspearheadeu by thousands of organized
the working-class. How can such an or=- workers in Chicago |can protect Neéﬁoee
g ized weapbn, used year after year to frcm terror which is|fermenting against
suppress the working-class, be expectedtc them. ' These defence ’
sbddenly become an aggncy for. the Pro- be pe man*ently -egtablished, eady «to
tectlon of Negroes? move at a moments notice and eble toimak
“Many Negro and white |workers who' in-¢gin g continuoua ‘guardiaround threstened
p;cket lines have faced he Chicago policehomes or aresse ' i

|
)

]
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