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: f , The railroad strike is deade It was kil.lad byvthe =
e '-A*‘}R- --ai g0 vicious hand of the government raised in defense of the -
reilroad robbers and the cowardly betrgyal of the union
lsadershipe There can be mo doubt thet the cause of- “the - O
rdilroad workers was just, that the railrosd cerynsauow
which had grown financially fat dgring fzhe iar mld -
have grented the demands. :
Thg ful,Lowing datg prove- theaa zo.uta- ‘J.‘hey are
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FFG)(D CO& gavamment wont into mm«r ‘-
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.BafGnS ) . owners to assure them a - th
“. When Jokn La Ma 35 to 35‘ caﬂts a ton”p#ha. . depie
1@06 the BOft ‘sogl con= o
ra.pt with the- gnvameztb '
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: %o repizes. sguipment - huddreds "

. loene of dollqrs:more.found their way im
" 4he ceffers of the railroad wagnatege The
Federal law of 1940 granted 20% awortiza-
tion-of new equipment for facilities intra-
. dugsd dhrlng the:ware This meant that the
reiisoade coukd write off 20% of the cost

‘ef 2w equipmenmt each year, that this cost =

~woulu figure -as operatlon expenses and
would rot ba taxablee B
- i
%, 000,000,000 were surk int6-thege
"omergency factlities" up to- October .of .
- '45, Today thoy *have alreoady beoh written
Coff yot the pellrosds -will dontiduc to
use this oquipment for many ;regrae “The
gonervug govornment has pormifide the raile
roeds to gt thair coke snd havb it tovs

In addition the ra.llg-oads ero to re-
coive 10% of thoir excoss proflts taxgs
in rofund end are to shn.ro 'tho benofi‘ts

AND COAL WO RKERS,.

then 40f
weges taok 4g less

-t tl;@ cwy-haci: gbrgvisiw. '

. M3 this  rich gravy he&‘ ‘meny
somy dividanda, . the  knockdng
$1,500,000,000 from the railree
‘$3,oooaooo,ooa in funds “mnd

“securitiss ™o cover all curreny

ties w1th money +o sygé-a“n

“On the workers side of | thé ledge: the </
SURVEY reports that the’ avérage Wago ine |
orgasod from 77¢" &n hour in’ me 96, im> |
19475 ina'.buding overtime pays’ "BUT tHo Tove"
&nye traffie per menm hour - that is the
" wobfers . rpoductivity - increased by More
4in the same pericds )RR

out of “each ﬁaﬂlﬁag
dollar in '44 than in '40o ,

To the greed of the re.ilrpad bar@
end the hypoacrisy of their govermﬂaﬁt,

‘there is o ends -

(Frem pagi /’«l) s )
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up with the miners too in their mnew
"traets :

con-=

'rhey got the vsual 18} sonts per- haup
increasee “Also they will get overtine pry
for work after seven hours insteed of eight.
end will ‘continue to work nine hours a
“daye On most miners® wagos this inerease
excoads 25%.
croase of 40% this is no reel wage increase
bul it is somewhat more then wege raises
won in other major industriese

The miners also got a sickness and
deeth bondfit fund bBased on » 5% levy on
-each ton-of ebel mineds A medicel and.
hospital fund is alroady .being dedactad

f’ron the mdners® own earmngsa T

. Againg. these a.re a helpo

But do such funds really protect ‘the
_ miner and his family from sickndss gnd un-
timely death? The Federal s&fety and ac-

cidenf rules which the mine barons so flas'": .|’

grantly violate - sccording  to.Lewls bim-
self - &o not enter inte the neg Lewia

¥atched to a livitg ocewt in-

- when "coal is lesst neededs

duatxy cried for mereyy: jro;ni thels
“lossse (Of QOﬁEB@, %heil‘ pmam«%dyg
) gen‘t spoke abowl'. the Ypublic wel
; (To pagc 4) - L
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'cha,'ugej the aqualid and prm:ltive 11 g

conditions exi®ting in a majority of
mining towns. Instead of “protecting!: f.ha
miners’ from thoir high rate of sickne#s #nd

_ death, thesc "social benefit™ funds merely.

make it a litt];o easior for them to bea:\.

. Not Lewis' leadership but. the mi.he§
detormined militancy « shown in their.:
contract, no work-" a,ttitude during 'Ehe
Lewis' strikt truce.

Lowis has delibere,tely put 'a braké: on
the minors' strike ¢fPoctivenssss He %ined
the st5ike=call in the Spring of-‘the year
Ho allgwéd: the
herd coal miners to.work dar - the- B:ﬁrike
and now has them out on strike. whils the
_goft~coal men are bask to works, He bow
to 8 strike ™ruce® when.the mogula
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§eud with the gfavemmbnf onms st the ane
nual gtckholders masting on April 26eJohn A. Barr, mssist- ~
aat secretary of this senond largest mailorder house,— gave . |
the lowdewn on tho goverunment seizure. TR
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i-szure of Kontgomery Ward by the army had mo ‘sub- -
stential® adverso effect on pither ssles or profitss The
arry paid out of govornmont funds to oporate tho company .
over §$1,000,000 moro than it took in and Ward voluntarily
has peid thc govormment ell but $325,000 of thet emount.
Tho managomont believes thet this $€325,000 is more, than -
sufficiont to offaset 21l the extre exponses “and damage re-
sulting from the secigure.”
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FEECOZANT TION OF That clearer preof ip noeded that the government has

COANTRACT tho irterests of 1hs corporations et heert? $1,000,000
o wns ‘O&ﬁod to Sewoll Avroy's ccmpeny intercst free end al-
4. LEGALICEL (1v mest 1/3 of & million wes donated outright. But this wns

COLRF) THESE 4075
L INCREASED Cringe
PANF EATTNINGS

e Sdrpxlsua 3ince 1941 when the Ward workere began to or-

ganizc, the govermment rctcod sgainst them, to the adVantage
of Avraye

b mejority of the 5,000 Ward: workers in Chieago had

6. fapE cw:/7fa"AJ;' joinod the United Wiolesale Employees Union (CIO)g%n 1942
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out to this bons 1egal-

- whose govevument u¢71w~ ,

- Only Rooseve’ t’s urpent plos for the sake of the imperialist war effort rnede
4 Avery sign. Duf. when Deconbcr of '43 rolled eround he cleimed thet the unicn hgd lost
{, its pajority anc refused to eign up agains

but ivroy rofused to nogotiete. . The modd was high for a |
strike - but tho lmber laws dictated: "Ddn't sirikee Weit
for an NLRB glcetiona® é L

Tha d~rd uniom leaders bowed to thet lawe In Febriary

cof '42 the union woa the. lebor board oleetion by g largze

majority. This merely roquired Avrey to negotlafe with the
urion, erd thet®s all he did do = ncgotiate. endlessly and
reiusc te sign s contracte  Lebor laws wére weitten  for
Avroy, not his workerse Instead of relylnglun01 the united
Hatrerott ~f tha Werd workers on the plrket llne thell union
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By April of 1944 the WLB got. around to crdering anothor electione But . tho work-

ers, having lost pationce with +this formelity, struck to win their| derands.  A4ftér.
“{two weeks Roosgvelt ordored the union leaders to sond ths workers back and Avery to
~elgn & contraete The union leaders caved ine Avery stood pato ‘ '

Then Roosevelt sent in the army, ancther elo¢tioa wes held theannion won henda~
= . down, ~and Avery continuod to belke Tho elections over, Rooeevelt turned the plents
~ - back to the ngnegenénts  The govornuent had broken tho strike so-Ave rx;eonfinuﬂd‘ts .
balk. ‘For the—wﬁ?kera nothing had changedq They st111~had their 19 “uxou~majx :
R ,
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contfactv Prosident Andersaa

of tho Chicsgo Local- . complag®ad that the
government had plaeced the union in "“a ter=
-rikle ovosition". )

- Then by wimming a court ruling that
the WLB decisions were only advisory, Avery
found furthor excuso not to sign.

It was Deocember ‘44 now. Ward work-
ors had secen tho NLEB, WLB, courts, army,
tho prosident, as so0 many stalis. Evoun
the wunion hierarchy was opposing theme
Internationel Pregideat Wolchok epologized
"o arc doing our best to hold bzck tho
smployoesseefrom striking-* But once more
the workers were clamoring-for a strike.

As tho pressure for strike mounted,
Roosevolt steppoed in =sgaia seizing the
Plantes This situation ca:ried Tthe - dig-
tirnct +threat that the worzers in scme of

critical war plants my join the
he saids The army ‘méved ine. But
heilp the workerss Ma;&h of 1945
the union ledfers in ccurt whining,

stMks, "
not to
found

"the rights he tdvery) reivsed to grant the.

"5000 or more *employees are still wathheld
from the workers under Army Adrusnistration.”
Avery 00 had gone to the courts - a very

important part of the government - and had'

!
Mirer s Militancy
(From page 2)

Now the miners find that a Lowis bup-
ocrat, a govornment official and somc third
porson chosen by these wio will administer
their sickness and doath fund ‘while the
hospital fund is in the hends 0?2 a Lewils

appoirtees These funds could hardly be
furthsr out of the control of the miEners
hendse

-1t is obvious <that no one but they .

themselves sitould control these funis. But
. then,to do this they would have to control
their own vnion.
ienvo shows us thaus

s Only when workers -taket 6etermined
action, Independent of their own 1abor mis-
leaders, against the boss

' ob*a;ned a ruling thax,tha ai:nféﬁ

Thus, the mlnere axppr-—

and His govern-
mont will thay ‘know reel victvry in their

legale’ 1
“enforce the'WLB decisions of umion ¥ '
tiénm and 46g an hour minimum, baéause 0
+the court ruiihg. i -

The-army stated That ib of

o
‘when the war haq ended, thqﬁd
celled a strike |in the fall.
of '45. But it was a complete fizsles
Four yoars of government red tape and umian
fakery had smothered sll the workers' mili--
tancy. Only a handful joined the picket: ]
line and in a few days even these*f@w!&dh{w?
ers fanled to appear. Avery then signed a -
contract, a rotten affair maintalning the"
mpea - shop condithps.

anally,
union leaders

o *&-zx

The lesson is clear. Proven many .
times over. Only by relying on its own .
militancy and trusting those organizatiens
and those instututions that it itself con~ -
trols can the working cless gain its de-
mands. The U«Se Government, after all, is
run for the Avery‘a.i
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