TEN CENTS

Desegregation Order

The Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals
has set aside the order staying integra-
tion at Central High School in Little
Rock, Arkansas. Gevernor Faubus, fur-
ther encouraged by his re-election in a

: 1andshde vote, is once again seeking ways

and means to circumvent the court order.
As it was last fall, the course of events
will be determined by the vigor and de-
-termination with which the federal gov-
ernment is willing to act.

Can the Negro children seeking noth-
ing more than an education under condi-
tions of full equality with white children
hope for a peaceful and orderly begin-

. ning of the.school year? The answer is
clearly no. A relative degree of peace-___
fulness .can * only. -be. ensured by -~ the -
- pteésénece of federal ‘troops, or by the

clear advance announceirient that they
‘will .appear on: the scene the moment
there is any sign of defiance of the court
order.

The record  does not give one great
confidence that this time Eisenhower will
move in time.and with. enovugh- political
force to do the job without soldiers. That
would involve a real national campaign

"not on the formal basis of ‘“complying
. with  the law of the land,” but on the
basis of an appeal based on the demo-
_cratic tradition of equal rights and fair
- play for all—on the substance of the is-
sue. As long as integration requires fed-

»

_eral troops to enforceb it, a defeat may

have been averted, but no victory  has
been won.

'@
Teamster Pacts Banned

The: AFL-CIO Executive Council has
ordered that its affiliates discontinue their
pacts with Hoffa’s Teamsters on pain of
harsh penalty. Only Joe Curran voted
against—the same whose dictatorship in
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Seek the Cover of a New Phrase

“Indirect Aggressmn

By GORDON HASKELL

The Middle East crisis seems to be shri'nking doewn to the propot-
tions of a. non-critical mess. It may very well be that for the monment
the United States and Britain will find some way of pulling their troops -
out of the politically untenable position into which they thrust them only

- a few weeks ago, without suffering an immediate catastrophe. This may
- be accomplished through some version of the proposals now being de-

bated in the United Nations.

“As SP-SDF Concludes

The Socialist Party-Social Democra-
tic Federation has just concluded a
referendum on their convention deci-
sion to “extend comradely welcome into
membership, in our Party, to all the
present members of the Independent
Socialist. League, who will make their
applications for membership in our
Party . . .” (for full text of the reso-
lution see LaBOR ACTION for June 16.)

Proposal for Unity With ISL Carrles

Referen
In the referendum, the party inem-
bership upheld the decision of the con-
vention by a marrow margine. Max -
Shachtmahn, national chairman of the
ISL has been officially informed of the -
. adoption of this resolution in. a letter
signed by the national secretary of the
SP-SDF. Final steps to effect this
merger of the membership of the ISL

into the SPSDF are in the process of
discussion.

m,;l

8y JACK WILSON
Detroit, August 10

The hour of decision in the contract
dispute between the United Autoworkers
TUnion and General Motors, Ford and
Chrysler, turned out to be the time of
Pposipenement,

Diring’ the hectic days after the old
contracts expired on June 1st, the. top
_leadership. of the UAW- assured its sec-
ondary leaders that they’d have to rock
and roll throughout the summer, but “we
‘won’t work without a contract on the
59’s;,”” 'to  use’ Walter Reuther’s phrase.

This strategy has been changed.- Now
:the pohcy is to ‘wait until 1959 produc-
_tion is rolling at Plymouth, Ford and
- Cheyrolet plant;s and then set a dead-
line. This is not likely to prove very
popular with many rank and filers who

. took a beating in the summer months in

:many: plants but took it in the expecta-

!tion that when-they returned to work on

“the new models things would be different.

ry ROUGH IN SHOPS

As it stands- niow, . most models will be

f in- production before the UAW sets a
e oy - deadhne date. . The series of wild-cat
. strikes, slowdowns;. and disputes in-the

- Auto Workers Gird For Bitter Fight
“As Production Starts on ‘59 Models

plants before production closed on 1958
car models suggests that it’s going to be
rough in the shops the next month. How

.the UAW will manage to regain the

ground it has lost on working conditions
since the men in the shops lacked the
protection of a centract and effective
plant bargaining machinery remains to
be seen. Of course, the pattern 1sn’t the
same in all plants in all compames
Chrysler undeubtedly went farthest in
attacking the union. The trouble is that
striking Chrysler won’t set a pattern for
Ford or GM. :
The dilemmas of both the UAW -and the
Big Three in this crisis are explained quite

.well in an article in the August 7 issue of

the Reporter magazine, with all the prob-
lems confronting each side. For the UAW it
is a question of turning a retreat into an
offensive that takes the play away from

-the corporations. For the Big Three it is

a question of being able to stick together
face of the union's. obvious aim of try-
to.take them on one at a time.

It is an .open secret in Detroit that the
terrific pressure’ to which the UAW has
been subjected. during the past few
'months has produced differences within

.the . leadership. If .the union can make
+ gains . with.a peaceful settlement, these.

- differences will probably subside. If it is

forced to strike, anything but a major
victory in the strike might make the
temptation to put the blame on someone
“else in the leadership hard to resist.

'PROBLEMS

. At the beginning of a new model most
_plants are plagued with a million and
one problems from the question of work-
"ing over-time, use of seniority for promo-
tions .and jobs, setting work standards
for the year, etc., which are difficult to
settle even with a contract and real bar-
_gaining. How this will work out without
a contract puzzles many- plant leaders.
And how far the rank and file will' take
things in their own' hands is another
question which bothers not only union
leaders but also many of the more far-
sighted labor relations directors in the
plants.

Everyone on both sides of this struggle
knows that the union faces its toughest
battle in over a decade. Every bit of that
indefinable quality will be needed which
has enabled the UAW to overcome every
crisis in its past. If there be any com-
placency on the side of the bosses about
the final outcome, a -glanee at hlstory
should serve to dxspel lt .

But it is highly unlikely that any-
thing which is now planned by the
American government can eithér

" offset the world-wide political loss-
" es which its actions have-incurreds.;

nor is there any plan new.in sxgh§;
which can. actually serve-to stabil-
ize the situation in the Middle East

"and assure it a normal growth, free

of recurring crises such as the one
through which we have just gone.

Recent issues of LABOR- ACTION-
have analysed the clash between.

- the aspirations of the peoples and

governments of the Middle East
and the objectives of American for-

_eign policy which led to the pres-

ent fiasco. The social, political and
economic development of the Mid-
dle East should be subjects for con-
tinuing study by socialists, includ-
ing the specific forms which Arab
nationalism has assumed both in
that area and in the North Africa.
(See material on page 7.)

INDIRECT AGGRESSION

In this article, however, we wish
to address ourselves specifically to
the new theory of “indirect aggres-

‘sion” and the “right” of one power

to intervene by military force in.
the internal affairs of another
country if this be done “at the re- .

quest of its legitimate govern-
ment.” These two concepts have
been at the center of the case pre--

.sented by the United States in the ;
debate in the United Nations Gen- -~

eral Assembly. They, and specially
the latter, had a lot to do with the

difficulty the United States had in -
lining up the 20-government Latin

American bloc to vote for any res-
olution which might appear to le-
gitimatize the American and Brit-
ish interventions in Lebanon and
Jordan. :
The concept of "indirect aggre;- ,
sion” is, at bottom, an inversion of
the famous old Clausewitz dictum -
that war is a continuation of poli-

ties by military means. Smce ag-
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*ByH W. BENSON

Victor Riesel's Guest

While Victor Reisel was in Europe last
Tyronith he turned his daily column “Inside
“Tabor” over to guest writers. One labor

leader to pineh hit for-him was Al Hayes,
president of the ‘International Associa-
tion of Madliinists. *Hayes, ‘on July 18,
called for “summit” talks between labor
“and niaragement:

. “We need an exploratory meeting—a
_ labor-management summit conference—
" at which industry, including the United
States Chamber of Commerce and the
. National Association of Manufacturers,
including the AFL-CIO and its major

- affiliates can sit down together 'to take
stock of their common objectives. If such

a conference could be held, I think that
many of the misunderstandings tfhat now
Toom so large could be removed.”

Perhaps he could induce Ford, General
- Motors ‘and Chrysler to “talk” but right

now the UAW is trying to get them:just
to bargain.

-«UA'W -Strike Vote
By row, the UAW-has gone almost
¥ three ‘months without a contract with the
+ Big Three and negotiating sessions have
“been a farce. Production on next year’s
“1iodels bégins within a'few wéeks and the
“Hnien-is readying- itself to ‘strike, if neces-
sary ‘
»Qn July 30, the UAW filed unfair labor
- practices charges against Chrysler for an
- “adamant refusal to discuss grievances”
and for its unilateral decision not to rec-

“ognize ‘the tégularly established steward

system in its plants.

“Strike Votes, by secret ballot, have been

ta.ken in-all-the Big Three:plants. Here
- are the results:

< per cent
for strike  -against for strike
GM 115,973 10,410 91.8
“Ford 56,482 2,603 95.6
¢ Chrysier " 40,221 '2,283 94.6

- On -August’ 9, ‘delegates to the Ford,
GM and Chrysler: Councils voted- ‘unani-
>mously ‘to request strlke authorization
“from the Intérnational Union. The Inter-
*iiational Bxecutive ‘Board votéd to defer
“getiony usidg the strike’ ‘tHreat as a‘weap-
“Conto-try fo-forte the  companies into Feal

“negotiations, meanwhile waiting for the

resumptlon of full productwn ‘which .

“Hyplld ‘pat’ “the union in a more advan-
"%‘dgeous position. “¥Pgspite all our efforts,”
“ghe-unfon ¢harged, “the corporafrons have

ga«jseréistenbly refused, over a petriod of 140

"days, 1o -give ‘any consideration -whatso-
Tever to either the legltxmate asplratlons

‘of their Workers ‘ or thHe ‘tights of con- .

sumers and the public at large. Instead,
they have “sought to tiufn to their own
‘narrow-~and -selfish: purposes the tempo-
rary tactical advantage placed in their
hands by ‘the economic recession and its
“dccompantiment in the form of huge in-
“entoties-of insold néw éars.”

' “ One ‘of the union’s demands-is for an
“ncredse in (persion ‘payméiitsto ‘retired
Jworkers ‘to*bring - their purchasinglevel
“back to 1955 standards. Liast month, the
unlon dalléed | upon its retired members to
4gdemonstrate in front of the General Mo-
“tors bmldmg in Detroit in support' of
“their demand. An hour before the sched-
“uled" beginning of the march, thousands
.of workers were on the scene and at its
hexght 5,000 workers formed an endless
*human chain around the block-square
thuilding in ‘a demonstration lasting an
+hour’and a’half. (In April, the union re-
.ported that more than 75,000 workers
“were getting retirement or disability pay-
ments under UAW-negotiated plans.)

~FBI -8noopmg

) The FBI ‘has.been ‘accused of “snooping
.mto a great many things which are none

©f its business,” by the Oil Workers Um- . - T
is ‘put over ‘by devising a conrspir-

_.Jon which speaks from its own experience
' last fall durmg a strike by its Prestons-

burg, Ky. Local 10-510 against the Ken-
tucky-West. Virginia Gas Co. This is the
story as told in the July 21 issue of the
umon ’s paper TUnion News:

Durmg the strike some gus ‘lines were
damaged and the compdny ‘charged
sabotage. The union knéws " ‘néothiny
about the situation. At any Fate, it'is

"’hqﬁhsf fedetal “Taw to interfére” with
interstate ‘conmefce  movehiénts ‘dnd it
.is a proper function of FBI ‘to'investi-
gate and determine wheﬂi‘er “uny”bddy
broke a federai law in connéction with
the pipeline incidents.

But look at the methods-used by FBL
Instead of seading one good gumshoe
into the scene, FBl made a big splash

" by sending ‘a fdsk force of at feast five
“dgénts to Préstonsburg. They wént to
-the local union and denmranded to see-all
“its ‘books and records dnd to see notfes
keépt by union nZgotfiafois diring hego-
tiations with the company. .

Hére the FBI got out™of line. Obvi-
ously ‘neither Idcal records nor negotia-
tions notes would reflect anything about
the alleged sabotage, if any. There was
nothing for "fhe 'FBl ‘to ‘gin,”if Eonnéec-

~ fion with the case in question, by look-
_ ing at these records. Surely FBl agents
“riew this.

*“Union ‘officérs Fold +he' FBI cgenis
‘they 'would ‘turn over the records only
"if o ‘proper court ‘order was issued
-authorizing this action. ‘As for notes on
negotiations, there were not any.

It appears obvious'that these agents
were misehievously snooping into things

'en’hfled to’ mveshgu'l'e Ob\!wusly. "they
wanfed ‘fo pry iito ‘ot the alleged

sabo"l"i.'ig'e but the gehiéral operations-of -

the uition and "the negétidtions'bétween
the unich and ‘the cémpany. “Neither
|fém is’ any of fhe’FBI' s’“buémess.,

FBI cgenfs have gained‘a repiifation
for such ‘drdgnet meffiods ‘of roiiiding

“up” informa”{lorr “oR “éveéry’ iib[ecl' ‘under

““the “Sun, Péople who' ‘Hdve 5den” inter-

vuewed'by 'FBI agenfs w.ll‘ I’ell‘yuu”ﬂwf

“fhiese ' ‘agents offen ‘ask questions
which have utterly no bearing on
the matter under investigdion. Often
they inquire into purely social matters.
They have been known to inquire about
the intimate -relations -between ~mar-
riage pariners. In short, they make
eveérything under the ‘sun their Bisiness.
And no maiter how ridiculous, how
frivolous, how unrelated a question may
be, the FBI agent jots down ‘the dnswer
in ‘his notebook, or the fact that an
"uncooperative” wrl'ness refused to an-
swer All this ‘goes ‘info FBI's “famous
“raw files" from which it ‘offen ledks to
mischief makers.

.
Stelldto Loses

“Ih ‘Democratic Primary

" Carl Stellato lost in ‘his bid for the
‘Democratic nomination for Congressman
from the 16th District in Michigan but
his showing was impressive. John Lesin-
ski, incumbent, received 27,842 votes;

: Stelia‘co, 21,050." Steﬂato*was able to pile -
" ub a big vote-despité ‘the fact that his

campaign was igtiored’ by the-labot move-
ment in Michigan except for his own
Ford™Local 600; the Michigan CIO News,
for example, gave the race no play in its
headlines and in its report of the primary
results did not even refer to the fact that
a well-known UAW 'loeal leader like Stel-

“lato had run. Doubtless, the official si-
“fenice “Was ‘connected” with ‘two faets: 1.

Lesinski had beén considered a “friend
‘of labor” by the ‘unions which ‘had sup-

'ported *hifn in “the past. Union officials

‘Were ‘not teady 'to’take respons1b111ty for

i defeatmg ‘Him now. 2. Stellato ig' kniown

as a vigorous critic of R‘euther inside the
UAW. He entered the “race without offi-

‘tial clearance; thére was no enthusiasm

‘dimong the: -UAW Teaders “for advancmg
‘his ca:reer, Thus the Stellato ‘campaign
‘bécame tied up in union politics. But
this much is clear -from the ‘results: If
the labor movement had decided to wage
a unified and aggressive campaign for its
own candidate it would have won.

In a starthng' development during the
campaign, the official Democratic Organi-
zation in the 16th Congressional District
voted to endorsé. Stellato’s candidacy.
Lesinski was reported (Detroit News) to
have said, “The Democratic Party had
‘railroaded the -Primary Electioi“eridorse-.
ment for Carl Stellato. . . . For eight
years, I've been fighting an -atfempt -to

,_donnjnate myself, the 16th District and
“'the nation -as a' whole by a part of the

"Union.”
“When asked . why he hadn’t attended

meetmgs of the Party, Lesmskl answered,
“It wouldn’t be worth while; these meet-
_ings are stacked ‘with members of Ford

Local 600. We as Democrats welcome un-
‘ions. We have given them what they have

-today.- But this attempt to dominate the

country is too 'nmveh. We can’t swallow
it.”

-The Michigan AFL-CIO News
reports (Aug. 7) that the Detroit
branch of the -American -Civil Lib-
erties Union urges that convictions
in -‘the so-called Cleveland - Taft-
Hartley Congpiracy case be ap-
pealed -up to-the Supreme Court if -
nécessary. Seven persons, includ-
ing four unionists, were sentenced
to IR months in prison and a’$2 -

"500 fineeach.

There have been-so many as-
saults upbn-¢ivil‘libérties in recent

“ times, so many court-cases, so‘many -
injustices that ‘still another -ecase,

even invelving-jail ‘Sentences, might
not be énough to -arouse a.jaded
sense of protest. Yet, this case, de-

-gpite the fact that it involves un-
spopular -unions ‘expelled from the

€10, has prompted wide sections of
‘the labor movemént to speak oat.
For here, the legal rights of unions
in general are under fire. The Cle-
Yeland cade belongs among the as-
‘tounding juridical stories of our
day and it is not easy, in a few
words, to capture the full flavor
of ‘what is concocted by prosecutors
and- inquisitors. The tortuous line

of reasoning is a compound of the

‘following :

1..The Taft-Hartey law provides
for non-Communist affidavits by
union officials.
2. In this case, for the first time
non-unionists are peénalized under

‘this provision. .

3. This deft piece of legerdemain

‘acy charge ‘which dccuses union-

Cleveland Taft-Hartley Conspiracy Case'
An Asimmdmg Juridical Story Unfolds

ists and non-unionists with conspnr-
ing fo violate the law. The govern-
ment is able to evade the statute
of limitations; it is permitted to
"construct a case for alleged con-
‘spiracy out of scraps and ifrele-
‘Vdncies that would be” éxcluded in
“ a 'simple "trial For violafing the law
itself. .
In this case for example, one de-
fendant Eric Reinthaler was con-
victed on ‘the ‘basis of testimony
(from - a 'paid ‘goverrniment - inforim-
ser) ‘that ¢hargéd "mérely “that he
had transported sonieone to a meet-
ing which: presumably, ‘had formed
part-of the “congpirdcy.” Reinthal-
_er was an active member of an IAM
‘local."No ofe évén ¢laifs that he
falsely signed any afﬁdawt ‘With-
out the invention of a -cotispiracy,
‘there would be no ease of any kind
‘against him. :

“CONSPIRACY ,

But the government pivots its
devious case on ‘Marie and Fred .
‘Haug. Marie was an officer of a UE
local and then of its TAM successor
in ‘Cleveland. Fred was a UE or-
.ganizer and an officer of-a local of
‘the Mine, Mill, and Sielter Work-
“ers Union. They were both charged
with having falsely signed a T-H
affidavit; the only defendants a-
-gainst whom that charge was level-
‘led.; But,  and this is what is so
‘outrageous, they were not tried on
such g .charge but rather that, they
had conspu‘ed Wlth Commums’cs to
evade the law.

This they deny. The ¢ase againgt
’them wag built up by government

paid informers. By trying them for
conspiring with- Commu’nists, “tHe
government could ‘throw ‘in “the
"whole kitéhen sink. There were ap-
propriate quotatlons from -Lenin;

thére was the whole -record of- the
Communist-Party! including itsge-
cret work ; hine national: officets df
“the-CP: w“ho hadbeen ‘¢onvictéd tin-
der the Smith. Act were-named -as
co-conspirators -but not as defen-
‘dants ‘and thriee adfmtted local
-Conimunists- wére dragged in ds
“fellow” c’ﬁnsplra"?fors. Thus, with %
- shred-of a piéce of an‘dccusation
“Whole dark ‘niedd of? ilarm, of sin-
«ister miirky-cottiings and goings, df
who- knows-what was created for
the jurors. Who ¢ould rémember

‘that-the only:real substantive fact

-related to two. persons-and-the T- H
‘affidavit ?

‘Protests’ ‘Have "beén ﬁIed among
others by Locals of the UAW ‘the
~Meat Cutters, *the Machmlsts

-(IAM), PackmghouSe Workers anid

‘by the Detroit and Wayre' County
CIO Council.

" THE COLLECTED STORIES
OF ISAAC BABEL

New edition of a Russian master, in-

cluding all passages censored in ear-

lier versions (chiefly references to

Trotsky).

$5.00_

LABOR 'ACTION '‘BOOK SERVICE
. 114 West 14 ‘Street, 'N.'Y."C.
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Nuclear Policy Resolutions Flooll Labor Party
As Annual Conference Shapes: llp

By, OWEN. ROBERTS

The.life. of a.political journalist-is so,
fraught. with, uncertainty: that. when a

long. range.speculation.pays. off bhererls a.

great temptation to leaf. back -through

old articles, pick out an apt phrase and

then.to.quote it, saying, with a.great.sense

of self, satisfaction:, “I told you s0.” I am.

going to.succumb. to. that temptatxon by
recalling. a. “London. Letter” which. ap-.

" peared in ‘Labor. Action on January 27 of
thls year. .

Discussing the growing public feeling
against Britain’s involvement in nuclear
war plans, it commented: .“It-is.obvious
that, whatever has been decided in the

- past, the Labor Moxement,has yet to hear
the:final word on the.question of H-bombs;
nuclear, armed; planes,and rocket: launch-
ing.sites,” Now,.six. months;later, the pub-
lication.of the, list: of;resolutions. submit-
ted. for the British. Labor. Party. annual
conference, due to.take:place at the coast-
al: resort.of Scarborpugh in a couple. of
month's, provides Rositive confirmagion of
that comment.

. The tally of resolutions submitted, to.the
Labor . Party headquarters, at. Transport
Heuse from, local Labor. Purhe; and. affili

d trade. uniqns. nnmbers 428. The l;lg is-
sue, on_the. mmds of., iherloqcl Labgrifes is,
cl&crly demonsh'afed by. the fact that.. no
less than 141 of ﬂlese resofutions deql mfh

‘Legion Spy-Hunters fo

' End Peeking Under Beds

The subversive activities committee of
the Minnesota. Amerlcan Legion an-
nounced recently that it has received no
reports of subversive activity in the state.

The report, made by. chairman Wilbur
T. -Lindholm, stated: “Your committee
has not indulged in-fanatical searches for
alleged subversives. We have not opened
a single closet nor have we peeked under
a. single bed.”

The committee of three, in an apparent

explanation of its inactivity, further re-
marked: “We have refused to be part of
an unsupported, attack en individuals, ox
organizations. We feel that such prac-
tices are unfair, undemocratic, and in
effect, subversive in themselves because
they .are. contrary. to . America’s -funda-
iental precept.of innocence until. guilt
has .been proven under due. process of
law.”
. Turning to the international scene, the
committee called ‘isolationism a former
accepted: synonym. for Americanism, but
now a phllosophy that “mvxtes national
su1c1de

" Referring to some Legion activities in

the past, the repor‘t said bluntly “The .

Amerlcan Legion, natlonally, and alse in
the State of Minnesota, hag sacrificed
some of its prestige and esteem by its
zeal in declaring. things.to .be un-Ameri-
can.. All too often, we, have. adqpted .the
technique. of dictators when the machiny
ery. .of ..democracy .woyld have, better
served, the;cauge..,

“@reat injury-can.be.done to.our owm
country. by well-meaning. people and or-
ganizations who wave the flag of nation-
alism so vigorously that they are blinded
to the realities, of, the times.’, The, coms
mlttee conclu .that, in. the; future its;
pmmary func jon should. be; a concern
with any attack, on other free nations, and
that it .should, “enqourage and, ‘welcome
all a531stance the: remainder of the free
world can oﬁer

In addition to. Lindholm, Sheriff Ed
Ryan of 1 '\/Imneapohs and.Chief of Pollce
William Proetz. of, St. Paul, signed the
report.

Erom. 4ACLU Bulletin

disarmament. But, more |l'npcrian!' stijl, 98
of these resolutions demand that Britain
contract out of the nuclear arms race bys
unilaterally renouncing the H-bomb

To get these 1esolutmns in perspec-
tive it is necessary to make a quick flash-
pack to.last year’s annual conference of
the BLP. :On. the. fourth. day of the.con:
ference. the. delegates. debated disarma-
ment, and mrergn-aﬁalrs—and the big line
up of speakers took place around a Tesolu-
tion which demanded among other thmgs,
that “the next Labor Government will
itself take the.lead by refusing to continue
to. test, manufacture, or. to use nuclear
weapongs, and that, it w;ll -appeal. to.the
peoples of- the other countrles to follow
their lead.”

ANEURIN BEVAN

In.opposition.to this resolution the.Na-
tional Executive Commlttee placed on the
rostrum Aneurin Bevan, who argued that
to commit the next. Labor. Government
to such. a policy. meant. dismantling. the

whole, “fabric of Brltlsh 1nternat10na1
relatlonshlp without. puttmg anythmg in

" its place; and this without consultation

with“any members of the Commonwealth”.

Said- Bevan scornfully: “You call that
statesmanship?- I call it an emotional
spasm!” '

The outcome of the. debate was that the
resolution calling for unilateral abollﬁou
of nuclear weapons was defec'l'ed by 5,836,-
000, votes to 781,000, In its stead a resolu-
tion was carried which urged the. Parlia-
merdm:y Labor, Party "to: press iheﬁovern-
ment to give a moral Iecd to. the world hy
annuncing that no further nuclear bomb
tests will. be: undertaken by this country.”
But even. this resolution was a little too
strong for. Bevan and the NEC-as it stood,
so Bevan annouuced. that it would, be. ac:
cepted by the NEC on, the understanding
that it meant the “'suspension’ and not the
"cessation” of tests,

Bevan’s declaration at least had the
merit of putting in clear terms just what
the. attitude, of the BLP: leaders was.in
relation. to. nuclear weapons, and. it.also
cleared up.the speculatlpn about Bevaps
position on the issue. The way was thus
opened for those ‘who stood in opposmon
to the.leadership to begin a campaign to
swing.not merely. the feelings of :the .LP
membership but. also the feelmgs of the
public at large.

GROWING CAMP_M@uM

In. the. nine..months that have. passed
since, the 1957. conference of the. BLP a
growing campalgn has been mounted
against Britain’s. partlmpatlon in the nu-
clear: -arms.race. Thls campaign has been
agamst. the Tory Governmentls polxcles,
agamst the Labor Party S, pollc1es and to
the general publlc in an endeavor to. win
over as many. supperters as possxble to
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an anti-nuclear weapon attitude. |

On the broad public front.the campdign
has been dlrected by the, Campalgn “for
Nuclear Dlsarmament—a wxde non-party,_
orgamzatlon compnsed of soclalxsts and-

non-socialists, pacifists, scxentrsts, intel-

lectuals and. anybody. who. opposes Brit-.

ain’s possession of the ‘nuclear deterrent.’

Inside.the. Labor Party the campaign
hags been pursued by the left-wing Victory
for. Soc1ahsm .group, . the, weekly. paper
Trzbune and by left~w1ngers of all varle-
ties. Pubhc meetlngs, demonstratlons,
marches, - leaflets, pamphlets, 16tters. to
the. press .and innumerable.articles have
kepf the:issues in. the public eyg..
POPULAR TOPIC -

The result of all this activity is that the
H-bomb. is now, a. popular topic of conver-
sation in, Brxtam, and .3 specrﬁc outconre
of this is the block of 98 resolutions on
the BLP agenda demandmg unilateral

action to get out of the nuclear weapon
club..

Laborite left-wingers have, in fact, in-
dicated that. they haye no intention of
taking the decision of last year's confer-
ence as the, final word. Small wonder that
The Economist, a weekly conservative peru-
odjcal, writes in its current issue; "The
demcnd for castmq awey the British, bomb.
coupled with the mary spec:ﬁc demands
that.- American. bases and. rocket sites be
closed, too, may give both Mr. Gaitskell
Lthe. leader. of the. Parliamentary. Labor
Partyl and Mr. Beyan seme #rouble if it is
pressed. fromﬂihe floor.”

“There is, however, ‘a negatlve :Eeature
in this welcomed, agitation within the
ranks of the BLP against the H-bomb. At
last year’s conference Bevan was able to
score points by indicating, that if a future
Labor Government-rénounced the.H-bomb
it would mean, that Britain would have
to contract out of all its mternatwnal
military commltments—an_d he empha-
sized, those advocating. unilateral aban-
donmentNOf nuclear weapons had given no
indication of what they would, putm the
place, of these current “commltments and
obhgatlons entered into with other coun-
trles

A_VALID, POINT
This, it must. be said, was a.valid pomt
whic¢h struck at the central weakness of
the resolution.posed in oppesition. to the
leadership’s. . attitude. . Unfertynately,
among all. the \resolutrons tabLed for this

year’s conference there is not one whxch
overcomes this weikness and:efféctively
ties up the question of the H-bomb with
the broader aspects of forelg'n pollcy. ~

The general tendency seems to. be -to
abstract the H-bomb from all other ques-
tions. Thus, many_  of the resolniiom are
brief to 'I-he*pom'l' qf cbsurdlfy. a recurrent
forrpulafwn is: "This confeérence renounces -
completely the mcnufcciure cnd" testing of
nuclear weapons.” Those resolutions which
make some attempt to get beyond this bald,
statement usually progress only fo fhe
point of "summit talks™ which, they say,
will be easier to arrange if -Britain gives a,
Iead by, ;crappmg l‘ls nuclear _weapons. .

The nearest approach to.a logical fols
low through. of the demancl that nqcleal&
weapons be, scrapped by a futu;e abo,
Government comes in a resolution whi h'
asks the Labor Party to make pledges to
end the manufacture of nuclear weapons
and the; ending of agreements. with. the
U-S. on rocket bases and to use thesg
pledges, as, “a clarion. call to the workmg,
classes of. all countl ies thus unltmg ther
in an 1nternat10nal campalgn to end the
menace of universal destruction and- death :
by H-bombps.and:rocket missiles.” :

DANGLING CASE

Nowhere is there an argued out case
that, Brltam s lnvolvement in the nuclear
arms race is but the logical outcome of 1ts
involvement in Western military, pacts
and that such pacts are the expression.of
the division. of the. world:into two, T
power bloqs In the absence of such an
analysis it may well be that Bevan wil
take the rostrum at Scarborough and adg
vance the same arguments.as. he. did at.
Brighton last year, There is, however, the
chance that when, the, composﬂmg comg
mittee takes p]ace just before, confex:ence
begins (at which all those who have sub-
mitted resolutions on similar. subJects en:
deavor to frame a common resolutaoxrtd
go on the floor of conference) some form
of composite resolution may embrace part

of an. existing. resolution. wluch whlle it
does .not at the. moment mention nuclear
weapons, may well be incorporated in an
anti H-bomb resolut)on. :

'One such resoluhon is that which s‘l'unds
in. the name. of Newbury Labor. Party and
which reads: "This' conference recognises
that. the continued existence of: regiopal
military pacts constitutes a 'leeq_i iq
peace, democracy, and nchongl mdepgnd-
ence and that continued- membership of
NATO by. Great Britain is inconsistent with
o policy. of socialism, friendship, and peace,'

There. is also the chance that .a local
Labor, Party. will . use, its. opportunity: to.
submit an amendment to expand.on ong of
the resolutions on nuclear disarmamen
and link it up with other aspects of for~
eign policy. :

However, all. of this.is. mere. specula;
tion..and the final, outcome -will be ung
known, until the conference meets.. All
that can be safely said at this. pomt ig
that the 1958 BLP conference w111 prol)-
ably go down in the- records as “The
H-bomb Conference”’—whichever way the
vate goes... ,

{Continued_from page '”
the NMU will-not stand” scrutmy—-the
same who sits on.the. AFL-GI0% Ethical
Practices Committee to pass judgment on
others.
This decision is a logical extension of

the expulsion. of the Teamsters, and: indi-~-

cates that the top AFL-CIO leadership is

determined: to pursye its.present course.

rather than to let it become a dead letter.

Further evidence -along. these.lines.is the.

demand that Hutcheson of the Carpen-
ters be made, fo account: for. his tainted
stewardship.

The trouble with this policy is not that
it is wrong, but that it is clearly insuffi-
cient. As Jack Wilson writes elsewhere
in this issue of LABOR ACTION, Hoffa has
become stronger, both absolutely and rel-
atively since the Teamsters were expell-
ed from the AFL-CIO. A

Labor Law Faiis

The Kennedy-Ives.labor. bill ‘has. been.-

killed in the House, and hence for this

sesswn of Congress: The labor movement

was. by -no’ means. united: in.its: attitude . x

‘toward. this bill -(the, railzoad hrother-

hoods were specially opposed to features .- -

which might-have-blanketed.them.in. w;th
the rest of the labor movement). But
what killed. the -bill ;was really, hos1t111ty
by the: U.S. Chamber of Commerce and
the NAM

The demlse of. the bill should put &

bit of a brake-on those radicals whoshave
been claiming that the sole effect of the
Mc€lellan, Committee: and..of ., the. *co~ -
operation” or even ‘“capitulation” of the

labor leadership to-the committee would
be harsh. anti:labor, legislation. The, rea,-
sons for the CofC and NAM oppositio;_%x
to the bill: was. that.it was_ not “harsh? .
enough, in the first Jplace, but even more.
important, that it had a section which rey
pealed.one of the most.onerous and. dan—
gerous anti-union aspects of the Taft~
Hartley: Law :-that which- prevents:strike«
ers from. voting. in, collective bargammgg
elections in struck plants.
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No Trace of the “Class Struggle”

Mars A Union’s Tranquil Course

By LARRY O'CONNOR

, A favorite tenet of the American trade union leadership is that in
this happy land the class struggle does not exist. There may, of course,
be disagreements, and even tough bargaining between unions and em-
ployers. That is just part of the free enterprise System. Here and there,
a maverick employer may set out to crush and destroy the union in his
plant, as in the case of Kohler or O’Sullivan. There may even be whole

- sections of the country, like the South, where there appears to be a

. pretty solid front of employers, p011t1c1ans, churches and courts against

the unions.

All these, however, are merely
-special cases, regional peculiarities,
or regrettable accidents. Take any
of them separately, or all together,
they do not add up to a “class strug-
gle,” or anything like it. That kind
of thing may, perhaps, exist a-
broad, among foreigners, especially
in countries where old aristocracies

and other factors have produced -

“social rigidity,” or other alien con-

ditions. Or frequently the class
struggle is regarded as merely an
invention of Marxists, socialists or
communists, designed to cause dis-

ruption of the natural harmony of
--our society by an injection of for-
eign “dogmas” “ideologies,” or
- *isms.”

. OFFICIAL VIEW

"' That is pretty much the official
view of the “class struggle” by a
maJorlty of labor leaders. It is the
‘view emphasized most heavily -at

“union conventions: which fall- in
years in which major contracts are

““notup for renewal. It is proclalmed

“in speec‘hes by the most progressive
‘and politically sophisticated lead-
ers like Walter Reuther and James
Carey, and by the old-line “business

: umomsts,” of the bu11d1ng trades.

, 'l'rue, in recent times a certain
no'l'ornel'y has been earned by a
_section of the labor leadership
"which is distinguished by its -ex-
ploits in waging what .might . be
called the "cash struggle.” In its
mos'l- highly developed form, this
is an operation in which hard bar-

.gclning ‘over. the table between
employers and union leaders is re-

‘placed by bargaining over the

.amount of money the union leaders
require to guarantee the employer
-immunity from having to grant con-
.cessions to their workers.

- But although the point may be
- made that even this one hundred
per-cent American free enterprise
“kind of activity is a displaced, par-

asitic form of the class struggle,
it is a digression from our theme.

That theme is, in a nutshell, the dis- -

parity between the realities with
which the labor movement has to
deal in America today, and the the-
ory that this reality cannot and
should not be referred to in the
general term, the “class struggle.’

Let us take, for the purposes of
analysis, a single issue of IUE
News (August 18, 1958), official
organ of the International Union
of Electrical, Radio and Machine
Workers, AFL-CIO.

VIOLENCE IN SYRACUSE

Item 1. “GE Hopes for Violence
in Syracuse.” This article describes
a charge by Henry R. Norman,
member of the Board. of Supervi-
sors of Onandaga County, that Gen-
eral Electric had attempted to use
the Board as-a “tooel” “for the pur-

-pose’ of coercing: the community
and breaking. the union.” Said Nor- .

man:

. “The campalgn the company has
been waging for several months in-
dicates that it has no intention of
bargaining with the union, yet it
does not want to take the respon-
sibility for the strike which I am
sure it desires.

“We are being asked to purchase :

500 deputy sheriff arm bands for
the express reason ‘that a strike is
anticipated. The public relations
of this action would be to add fuel

“to the company claim that extreme

v1olence is to be expected. . . .
~ "This follows the pattern of co-

.ercion set by the company. This

board should not allow itself to be-

. come the tool of the Manufacturers

Association of Syracuse and the
General Electric Company for the
purpose of coercing the community

and breaking the union. The com-.

pany will encourage people to
cross the picket lines in the kope
that violence will occur.

~ No. 5—What is Stalinism? -
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“Then the deputy sheriffs can

- swoop down and thereby cause the

public to forget the company’s re-
fusal to cooperate in any way to
avoid the strike.”

RIGHT-TO-WORK

Item 2. Two whole pages of the
issue are devoted to attacks on the
“right-to-work” state laws. This is
a nation-wide, heavily financed,
massively backed attempt to legis-

‘late the open shop. Such laws have

already been passed in 18 states.
One of the articles points out that
while the 18 states account for on-
ly 28 per cent of the country’s
workers subject to minimum wage
and overtime provisions of the Fair

. Labor Standards Act, 46 per cent

of individual violations have oc-
curred in them.

The success of the "rlghi-i'o-
work™ anti-union laws can only be
ascribed to the solidity with which
they have been backed by the busi-
ness interests in the states in which
they have passed. In states where
attempts to pass such laws have
been turned back, the victory over
them can only be ascribed #o the
unity with which the labor move-
ment and the workers in general
have resisted them. In this matter,
can it be said that class is- rcnged
agams'l' class?.

“Itetn 3. ‘Undér the héé.‘din'g"' “An

..'All»Out Attaek On Labor;” this ar-

ticle describes the 216-page book
“The Labor -Bosses — America’s
Third Party” put out by the Senate
Repubhcan Policy Committee. It
is described as ““a vicious collection
of wild charges.” Further, the pa-
per quotes with evident approval a
Democratic politician as saying:
“The attack on.the AFL-CIO and
on honest trade unions in this Re-
publican' document is proof again
that the Republican Party is not
opposed to dishonesty in unionism
but is opposéd to unions themselves
and -to the Workmg' people they
represent.”

' NO MONOPOLY

Now, as socialists, we have nev-
er claimed that Republicans have
.2 monopoly on representing the
-capitalists in this country. . Such
claims have often been made by the
same labor leaders who deny there
is a class struggle here. But then,
is the above simply another “wild
charge?”’

Itemr 4. The rest-of the paper is
full either of news of inmer-umion
affdairs, contract gains, news of gen-
eral interest, or articles under such
headings as “Westinghouse Found
‘Unfair’,” “Same Old Hooey By
‘GE,” “Company Violence in Con-
nersville Strike,” “Most Consumers
Worse Off Today,” “Making It Hot
For the Bosses,” “Strike Forced by
Sylvama, and other items reflect-
ing the good will, harmony, con-

structive cooperatlon and indus-

trial statesmanship which are the
rule in relations between workers
and their employers in thIS coun-
try.- .

The class struggle" Not a trace
of it! .

-~ LABOR :ACTION

A Tale of
Two Methods

“on employees.

| LABOR ACTION

" ‘HERMAN BENSON

There are two different ways to meas- .

ure man’s work: “science” or rule of
thumb; modern or ancient; hypoerisy or
vulgarity. This is the tale of two methods.

Chrysler, in keeping with technological
advance, uses the new. In an attractively
printed little brochure on “Work Stand-
ards” it advises foremen in tedious-detail
how rates of production are imposed up-
There are graphs and
tables compiled with the aid of ultra-
modern precision stop watches and very
long™ division which slices seconds into
ribbons.

If foremen read through this booklet
they will learn, among other things, how
many seconds per man are allowed for
toilet duty, determined not by the peris-
taltic motion of bodily organs but by the
far more precise quiverings of tiny micro-
metric hair springs.

WILL DISCUSS

Mr. Foreman is cautioned at the end,
“Make it clear at all times that you are
willing to discuss a work standard fully

- and in good faith.” But be not alarmed;

no flesh-and-blood foreman is permitted
to question the verdiet of mechanical
counters, gears and ratchets. To do so
‘would subvert the whole basis of our way
of hfe The foreman is advised to “dis-
cuss” as follows:

"Your job in the initial step of a griev-
ance is to explain and defend the standard
and show that it is fair." But suppose, you
may ask, the standard is not fair! Don'¢
raise irrelevant questions, iusf go on read-
ing: "To defend a standard, you must be-
lieve in it. So have confidence in your local
Work Standards Department.” Don't pass
tire buck. As @ member of managenient, you

‘are just as responsible as the Work Stand- -

ards Department for mumhmmg fair cnd

_»\equihble work sfcndcrds So don‘i deny -

your: sharé-of the responnbrhfy ‘by throw-
ing up your hands and saying, 'This:is the
standard | want.’ Say instead, 'I: belleve
that this is a fair standard.’ What is there
about it that you feel is not falr?"

That is the modern way, the .way of
science and measurement. But there is
still the old, the obvious_ and the anti-
quated. Take the following notice scrawl-

ed on a sheet of paper by the manager -

of the Whiting, Indiana refinery of the
Standard Oil Co. It is dated April 22,
1958

HOW. MANY MINUTES? . ‘

" “Should wé remove the Toilet Partz- :

tions?? It’s up to you!!
"“l. We have 40 men. assigned in the

stores bldg. Assuming that each man used
the toilet once per-day for 10 minutes we -~

would have a total of 400 man. minutes
for one toilet. Now to carry further let’s
assume that every man has to go twice.

This would mean that we would have 800 - - .

man minutes for one toilet—BUT we
have 4 toilets so that would mean that
each toilet would be busy for 200 mmutes
per day not 480 minutes!

“2,. It seettis to me that we are experi-
encing undue usage on my personal ine
spection trips!

“3. Let’s reconsider carefully.”

It does seem a bit crude. Worse, it is
uriscientific. Chrysler would never have
relied upon a casual personal inspection
tour. It surveys the whole scene with
stop-watches and records all results in
tables and works them into graphs.

HWB
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TEN CENTS

By MICHAEL HARRINGTON

.

The socialist youth movement will take a great step forward in

New York over the Labor Day week-end. At that time, the creation of

a single democratic socialist youth group uniting the present YSL and

YPSL will be set into motion. The merged YPSL which will come out

of these deliberations will be the youth affiliate of the Socialist Party-

* Social Democratic Federation and part of the general regroupment and
revitilization of the American socialist movement.

At the present writing, the ex-
act details of the New York meet-
inig are still unelear. The National
Action Committee of the YSL, act-
ing in accord with the 1957 Con-

vention decisions, has declared in

favor of socialist youth unification,
and an Emergency Convention of
the YSL will take place on Friday,
August 29th, to work out this per-
spective. The comrades of the
YPSL have also endorsed the same
conception and it is hoped that the
two organizations will meet in a
YPSL Convention on August 30
and 381st. Whether this:will take
place depends upon the completion
‘of arrangements to dissolve the In-
~ dependent Socialist League and to
- ."brmg its former membership into
-the SP-SDF. The YSL has declared
that it cannot dissolve until all of
the arl'angements for adult re-

v groupmenf are “completed to the
satisfaction of all concerned. Should
~this: this not be accomplished by
‘the Labor Day week-end, the YSL
Emergency Convention will prob-
ably’pass a motion making it pos-
‘sible’  to bring the YSLers and
YPSLs into a single organization
as soon as the adult situation re-
.eeives its final determination.

PARITY

I¥ the actual merger of the YSL
and YPSL takes place over Labor
Day. it will be done according to
the principle of parity. The YSL
will dissolve and be represenfed
.at the YPSL Convention by a dele-
.gation of 20 former members, and
the present YPSL will also huve a

delegation of 20. The Convention
will hear « propesal, urged jointly
by the National Action Committees
of YSL and YPSL, fo adopt the
statement of the Socialist Inter-
national, “Aims and Tasks of Dem-
ocratic Socialism,” as a basic pro-
grammatic affirmation. Politically,
this document is a broad definition
of the principles of democratic so-
cialism and its adoption also sig-
nifies the fact that the merged
YPSL will be part of an interna-
tional movement of hundreds of
thousands of young - socialists
throughout the world. '

REPORTS ON CAMPUS

The Conventlon will also. hear

reports on the eampus scene from
delegates who are active in colleges

_across. the country, -Among -those

represented ‘will be student social-
‘ists from Columbia, Brooklyn and
City Colleges, New York Univer-
sity, Yale, Boston University, the
Univergity of Buffalo, the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, Pitt, Michi-
gan, the University of Chicago, the

- University of Colorado, UCLA, the

University of California at Berk-
eley, the University of Washington
‘and other schools. The assembled
delegates will thus represent the
largest concentration of democratic
socialist youth seen in the United
States for a decade, and through
their activity in- socialist campus
‘clubs they will be in contact with
‘hundreds of other young socialists.

It is also planned to launch an
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ambitious organizing drive as soon
as the unification is accomplished.
Tours will go out to the far West,
the Mid-West and New England in
the fall. A monthly, four-page
printed newspaper will be brought
out as the organ of the YPSL, and

joint action with various student -

organizations will be charted. At
the time of the merger, the dele-
gates will probably set themselves
a goal of doubling the membership
of the YPSL. during the coming
school year, and every indication is
that this aim can be realized.

ORGANIZING DRIVE

All of these plans have already
been approved by the National Ac-
tion Committee of the YSL and by
the corresponding body of the
YPSL. Last Thursday, the National
Action Committee of the Socialist
Party-Social Democratic Federa-
tion approved a memorandum on
"YPSL-YSL Integration™ which pro-
vided for merging the YSL into the
YPSL according to the procedures
outlined in this article, Thus, the
only barrier now standing in the
way of consummating the unity is
the final resolution of the regroup-
ment of the ISL into this SP-SDF.
The YSLers are, of course, anxious
for dll this to be accomplished but,
again in line with the decisions of
the 1957 Convention, they have
declared that they will be unable
to take the final steps until the
other matter is settied.

If there are still details to be
worked out when Labor Day comes
around, the YSL proposed to re-

ceive full power to implement the

perspective already agreed to in
conversation with the YPSL com-
rades. In that case, the actual, final
unification would take place on the

motion of the executive committees

of the twe erganizations as seon

as the details of over-all socialist.

regroupment are worked out: Thus;

- .it is almost-certain that the social-
-ist youth movement will enter-the
‘new - school - year unfified;. stronger

than ever before, and with an ag-
gi'essive, militant plan of action.

" WIRE TO 1USY

With this in mind, the National
Comniittees of the YSL and YPSL
have addressed a joint wire to the:

‘meeting of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Internatlonal Union of

Socialist- Youth in’ Bombay this

‘month. They cabled, ‘“Democratic
socialist youth of America send -

warmest fraternal greetings to the

Executive Committee meeting of

the IUSY in Bombay, and join with
our comrades from many countries

in the hope of building internation-

al socialism and spreading its ideals
to the youth of the world. We are
happy to announce the immediate
forthcoming unity of the Young
Peoples Socialist League and
Young Socialist League and leok
forward to greater participation

‘Reynolds,

and cooperation with the IUSY. In
solidarity and socialist comrade-
ship, National Committee, Young
People’s Socialist League, Young
Socialist League.” The present
YPSLis a full member of the IUSY
and will, of course, continue in this
status, but with the merger it will
be able to play much more of an
uctive role.

The Convention will also hear
Norman Thomas in a keynote ad-
dress. By a unanimous vote of the
YPSLs and YSLers, it has also been
agreed to try to arrange with the
SP-SDF so that comrade Thomas
can speak as widely as possible
for the YPSL. As Challenge has re-
ported before, comrade Thomas is
probably the most impressive
speaker bringing the word of so-
cialism which the American cam-
pus has heard in our fime. Las#
year, for instance, nearly a thou-
sand heard him in Berkeley and
seven hundred and fifty at -the
Universi‘l’y of New Mexico. In this,
it is particularly fitting that he
should be the major speaker ai ﬂle
youﬂl Convenhon. ’ Y

ON. THE VERGE N

Thus we are on the verge of the
most momentous socialist youth
event in years, It is to be hoped
that Labor Day will witness the
actual unification of the two or-
ganizations, but even if there is a
temporary delay, the YPSL will go
forward in the first semester of the
mew school year. There is general
agreement between the present
YSLers and YPLSs that they will
work together in a common or-
ganization to create a truly broad,
democratic socialist center for
younig people.” Already, ‘the com-
rades of the two organizations are
engaged in cooperative work in be- .
half of the eandidacy of David Me-
SP-SDF nominee for
‘Cornigress in - New. York, and in-
other areas in common discussien
clubs. The actual unification of the

‘two. groups will consequently he . -

accomphshed without any real dif-

‘ficulties since both are committed

to democratic socialigm and have a*
record of fraternal relations in al-
most every organized center.

With this step, the YSL will go

“out of existence. Its members, hcw-:

ever, do not look upon this dissclu-
tion as the end of an experience,

“but rather as the first step of .a
‘new beginning. For them, the long
‘and arduous task of holding to-
. gether and expanding. a socialist

youth organization agamst tre-
mendous odds is. over :-—-and the
more desirable job of bringing the
message of socialism to all kinds of
new youth and to campuses which
have not heard it before is about
to begin. This is the significance of - -
YPSL which is soon to come into
being, a major step forward in the
regroupment of socialist forces -
under the banner of the SP-SDF,
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CP Attacks."Guardian

In. the.last.issue .of .LABOR.ACTION, We
addressed. ourselves briefly to the ques-
tion: how is it that the Socialist Workers
Party, which has sought to raise “non
exclusion’’ to the level of.a principle in
Anmerican radical politics, was neverthe-
less.excluded from placing a single repre-
gentative on the “United Independent-
Socialist? ticket-in New York:

. We indulged ourselves in the specula-
tion, that, the SWEF had been induced to
dommit- this act of political “self-efface-
ment by pressure from those of its ‘allies
in, the, UI-S group. who seek. tq retain
e,lose ties to the Communist Party and
who, still hope to get. its support in. the
Qurrent cam;palgn

We are now_informed, that actually the
SWP dld not put up a ‘fight for a repre-
sentatwe on the tlcket because it, or a
wajority of . its.leadership, decided that

‘even to make a demand for a representa:

tive. might put too strong a strain on the
bpnds which hold the alliance. together.

DRIVE WEDGE

. The .Communist Party, for its. part,.is
usmg all the means at its dlsposal to drwe
a wedge between the SWP and its allles
An. article by William Albertson in the
Augest.10-issue of The Worker attacks the
supporters of the National Guardian- for

‘ all g themselves with the “Tlotskyrtes,”

then ‘goes on to seek to drrve its
wedge in:

'But we do not give up the struggle fo-

convince those who helped organize ‘this
Independent. Socialist ticket to <change

_their course. Should they. decide to withs

draw their full ticke} and. place a. single
prominent peace, camdate in the field. for
US Senufe. the, Commymsj' I’erly will

.'Hu-ow all its resources into such. a cam-

paign. Should they refuse $o do so, we can
give only conditionq) support to Dr. Cor-
liss Lamont, that ticket's senatorial candi-
date. All such final decisions will. be made
when the legal date for withdrawals and
changes, Sepiember 13, has pcssed.'

Like the ultimatums which, preceded
wars in the good old days, this one even
states the final date for comphance, after
wghich no holds, presumably, will be bar-
ved: And its megsage is clear enoungh:
either drop the rest.of the ticket, or count
out .any support from the. Commumst
Party or its mempers in the _campaign.
Along with this goes a scorchmg attack
against the National Guardien and Mc-
Manus, its managing editor, for cooper-
a,tmg with the SWE.

' on Alliance With SWP

CiViL. LIBERTIES

REINTS

The. Augest 17 issue.of the The Worker:,
carried a long letter from McManus
denying that he or the Guardian have be-
come in any way anti-Soviet, and point-

ing out that they had tried to get CP as

well as SWP support and _participation
in their ticket. In any event, McManus
writeg: “If-the petition effort succeeds,
I can assure your readers that the ticket
will campaign without qualification for
peace and co-existence with the soc1ahst
world .

As can be expected the Worker will have
none of this. In g lengthy editorial it lashes
oui brutally cqum,t the "Frohﬂqnies" whq

"spew ﬂlegg poison weekly. through their
Mdnfanf agqinst the basic’ platform of
peace and frlendshlp wifh socialist coun-
tries on which Mr. Lamant ond the other
cqqdngaipsn stand.”* And .again:. "There is
hardly.an.issug of their weekly, the Militanf,
that, doesn't devol'e half vls cog,y to, anti:
Sov:,ei' and, cnh-Commuplsf attacks that
equul in vnclousness the output of +I|e rabid

McCarthyites . . . The policy of the Trot-
shyites is to, work: ihe anti:Communist game
fr:om the 'left,’ The net eﬁecf of that game
is service to, reggho; o eiq efc. .

Well, it seems like the good old days in
more than one respect. The only note
missing is reference to the “proof” of the
Moscow. Trails; that Frotsky was. in alli-
ance with Hitler and the Mikado.

DILEMMA .
The CP’s tactics. in this_situation are
clear enough.. The position of the SWEP,

however, is.somewhat more obscure. They :

are now committed to support a slate
whose chief spokesmen are known advo-
cates of the “summityr” and ardent ad-
herents of the 1deo]ogy of “peaceful co-
existence” as it is propounded by the
Stalinists and Stalinoids the world, over.
The SWP has been, and continues. to be 2
critic of both these concepts, and though
the CP’s edrtorlal exaggerates, the Mili-
tant continues to devote articles to criti-
cism. of the “co-existence” panacea for the
cold war,

This; situation can:only be aseribed, at

-bottom, to. the ideological contradication

in which the SWP has been for a long
time, It appears that, as is inevitable
sooner or later, this contradiction is once
again manifesting. itself in divided coun-
cils and_a politieal struggle inside the
SWP. Tt will be mtelestmg to see whether

the SWP will be able, in this SItuatlon to -

provrde sufficient counter- -pressure to that
exerted on their. allies by the CP to keep

the TUnited Independent-Socialist Cam-

paign Commlttee together.

BRIEFS

Court-Upholds Smith Act: Victim's Pension Rigms-

. The United, States. Court. of Appeals
ruled recently that the government could
not cut off the pension of a wounded
World War II veteran because he had

‘been convicted under the Smith Aect. of"

-eonspiring to adyqeate violent overthrow
-qf the govexnment The :ruling came in
the case of Saul L. Wellman, a Commu-
nist Party leader

The appeals court sajd that a Smith.
- Act conviction in itself-did not bring a

Communist within the seope of a Coti-

~gressignal statute ending veterans’ ben-
~€fits to persons gurlty of mutmy, trea-
"sen, sabotage or rend,erlng; as51stance to

‘an. enemy of the United S‘tates #* In the
_eourt’s opinion, Judge John A. Danaher
sard, the Veterans Administration deci-

.sion to withdraw. the pension “hasically

rested. upon. Wellman’s Smith, Aet .con-

-'splracy conviction,” adding that there

Bad been no charges of overt actlon——by

-gftrikes for example—to interfere with

the Korean war effart.. Judge Kanaher
ngted that, Congress had never made con-
v;ctlon under.. the. . Smrth Act .a. ground
tor cuttmg off veterans benefits.

The Administrater . of . Veterans! Af-
fairs and, subsequently the Board of Vet-
efan Appeals orlgmally had ruled that

'Wellman no longer was entitled to re-
g¢ive. a disability pension. They. said his

gonviction during. a Smith Act. trial in
1,954 of advocatmg; violent. revolutum dis-
quahﬁed him under a Iaw providing for-

rendermg' assrstance to an enemy of the

United ‘States of of its allies.” Wellman
had helped an . enemy, the Veterans Ad-
ministration decided, by heing a Com-
mun,:,st whﬂe the Korean war was in
progress,

The American Civil Liberties. Union,
which represented Wellman because it
felt an important question of equal treat-
ment under law was involved, filed suit
in Federal District Court at Washington,
D.C. There, Judge Matthew F. McGuire
drsmrsed the case. on grounds that, . his
court lapked Jurlsdlc'tlon McGulre re-
Tied on Federal laws whxch said the Ad-
ministrator’s deeisions on questlons con-
eerning: claims for. benefits. or. payments
are, ﬁnal and not subject to judicial re-
view. The. ACLU then carr)ed the case
to the U.8. Court of Appeals,

From ACLU Bulletin

ALL BOQKS REVIEWED:

in |
LABQR _ACTION
are obtainable from .
Labor Action Book Service
114 West 144h St,, New York

Wmmas Hits Ttoops in Mideast
At Successful Chicago Meeting

Chmcago Auyust 11.

‘Norman Thomas was greeted enthus-

iastically tonight by a crowd of 250 per-
sons at a meeting sponsorad by the Chic-
ago Committee to Protest Intervention in
Lebanon. The meeting, at which George
Watson, dean of students at Roosevelt
University, and Prof. William Appleman
Williams of the University of Wisconsin
also spoke, repeatedly broke into applause
during comrade Thomas’s speech.

Calling for the immediate withdrawal

of all troops from Lebanon and. Jordan\
and, for a revrtahzat;on and revision of .

the United Nations so that it, could serve.
as a guarantee for worl,d peace, Thomas

received his greatest applause in his cas- '

tigations. of John Foster Dulles and his
vehement attacks on the current admins.
istration.

He outiined a series of proposals. wh,lch
he said could serve as a basxs for peace in
the Mlddle East though he doubted “that
they will ‘be adopted”. Three primary
planks were extensive economic aid to the
underdeveloped - areas, supporf, to 2 Fed-
eration of Arxab states (Themas stated
that, the present boundaries of the Mlddle
Eastern states are largely artxﬁmal and
have no Iegltrmate €conomic, cultural
histarical, or geographical base) .and a
guarantee for the existence. of . Israel
Israel exists, according to Thomas, large-

ly as a result of the failure of American
capitalism to solve the refugée problem at
the end of the second world war, and the
refusal of the United States to take in
enough D.P.’s. '

In referring to the recent change in the
government of Iraq, comrade’ Thomas
stated over and over again that Iraq, like
most of the Baghdad, Pact. countries; ha,d
no popular base for its governments and
that, in fact the worst refugee camp he
had ever seen, and he’d seen a good many,
was in Baghdad 1tse1f and was inhakited
by. Iraql peasents wh,o had ﬂed from the
countryside dommated by the Iraq1 1aml-
lords. .

Both Professor Williams and Dean

_Watson also attacked the landing of

troops in Lebanon, Williams in particular
taking particular joy in destroying the
shpshod thinking: that repeats, that
“Nasser is another Hitlér.” Dean Watson,
speakmg; as both a pohtlcal sc1entlst and
a Quaker expressed particular mlsgrwngs
on ‘thé moral question of . America’s
intervention,,

Two mterestmg features of the meeting

were the large number of new. fa,ces, new
that is, to the Democratrc Socrahst comg

mumty in Chxcago, who attended the

meeting, and the extremely favorable
personal reaction the audience had to the
speech. of comrade Thomas.

By JACK. WILSON.

Detroit, August 10

The most interesting aspect of
the current. investigation into the
affalrs of Jimmy Hoﬂ’a and the

Teamsters Umon by the Senate .

Rackets Commlttee is the way three
basic problems 1nv01v1ng the rise
and 1nﬂuence of Hoffa : are. belng ig-
nored while only one segment of
the soc1a,l 1ssue mvolved in the
question of racketeermg is bemg
played up.,

There is, nothmg in the “exposes” .go-
ing-on in Washmgton that was not com-
mon knowledge in Mlchlgan labor and
polmcal circles.

In 1953, a congressiqnal committee in-
vestl/gated Hoffa and began to bring some
of the odious practices of Teamsters offi-
cialg to, llght But. when the investigation
began to get hot, it was suddenly called
off. On Sunday, November, 29, 1953, the
Detroit-News carried this headline story.

PRESSURE

“Terrific pressure is bemcr exercised on
congressmen investigating labor racket-
eering to abandon their investigation and
dissolve the special committee. Represent-
ative Win Smith’ said, "I‘he pressure
comes from way up there,’ pointing sky-
ward. . ..”

The story added,
man) named names but would not permit
their publication. { would give you the

names for publication byt t am a lawyer

and ! know | haven't got the kind of proof
to make it stand up. . ..

“Congressman Smith also said, labor

leaders told us: You think you are going

‘Needed: A Look at the Social Roots
0f Jimmy Hoffa’s: Rise and Durability

"Hoffman (congress- -

to do sometihng to us but you will néver

do anything, about this. You just think
you will.”

Robert -S. Ball, the News correspon-
dent, gquoted committee members. asking
him to pursue these questions:

Find out..about .the midwest. Senator
who today is putting pressure on a pow-

erful congressman from his. state to: block
this investigation.

Pind out why the committee so far has

been blocked from one of the far western
states.

Find out what Eastern governor effec-

t1ve1y blocked this commijttee from come-
ing into his state.”

QUESTIONS

Two other very interesting questions
remain, unanswered to.this day When the
Hoffman committee 1ssued a report on
County prosecutor’s office and the Defroit
police department for not investigating
labor racketeermg complaints, '\/Ia,yor Al-

bert Cobo, Republican of Detroit, and

Police Commissioner Donald Leonard,
later a candidate for governor on .the

Repubhcan ticket, rejected, the criticism -

as slander. (Cobo and Leonard each ha
the support of Hoffa.)

The Hoffa sub-comm:ﬂee recommended
to the full labor committee of’ congress
that. Hoffa. be cited for. confempt of Con-
gress _on three counts, The proposal was
never, ucted on, ‘wpo siogped, it2,

On April 13, 1954 Drew Pearson wrote
in his column of a meeting between Hoffa
and Arthur “Sumnmerkeld, the postmaster
general, in which a deal was made for
the Teamsters to support Senator Homer
Ferguson for re-election in return for
which the probe of Hoffa would be called

off.” Will the Senate Committee call Sumy

merfield to investigate these charges by
Pearson"

Why in 1956, did top business and Blg
Three auto companies. pour $250,000 into
a testimonial dinner. to Hoffa?_

- Unless the eommittee goes into th¢
buginess and political agpgets of the na-
ture of Jimmy Hoffa and his rise to pow-
er, the probe is obviously motivated pri-
marily for the purpose of exposing the
sing of the labor movement to whip up
anti-labor hysteria in the country.

Getting rid of the individual Jimmy
HofFa is no more of a solution to the prob-
lem of racketeering, which depends on
business and political support, than the
deportation of Lucky Luciano ended rack-
eteering in America. : ‘

The social. roots of the problem remaig
largely untouched by the Senate Com:
mittee;-

o~
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A DISCUSSION ARTICLE

"ARA

By SAM BOTTONE

In the past several years there have been a number of articles by
contributors to LABOR ACTION which have discussed Nasserism, military
“socialism” and the new social forces in the Middle East. Of partieular
interest are the articles by Clovis Maksoud, a Lebanese soeialist, in the
Fuhe 6, 1955 issue and by Brijen Gupta, an Indian socialist, in the Feb-
-ruary-11, 1957 issue. Both deserve to be re-read in the light of current

-developments.

‘Nasserism has become " a ‘deci-
sive factor in-the ‘Middle East be-
‘cause it has ‘corhe to be equated
“with pan-Arab nationalism. It is
‘over six years since the Egyptian
-Army Junta overthfew the Farouk
-monarchy and for the greater part
“iof the time Nasser and the Junta were
considered just -another éxample of a
mlhtary dictatorship. But slowly, begin-

fithg’ With ‘the ouster of the British from-

the ‘Suez Cinal Zotte, the nationalization
“Bf the"Suez Canal; ‘#nd theén the Biitish-
"French and Israeli aggression -bf Octo-
Aer 1956, Nasser has become the dom-
~inant Arab political figure.
“GREATER INFLUENCE

“And today ‘with 'U.S. and British mili-
L“tary intervéntion irito Lebanon and Jor-
~fan following the military coup against
~the King Feisal dictatorship in Iragq, all
_forces which have pushed Nasserism in-
“to the forefront of Arab nationalism
‘have been stréngthened. The prospect is
"for- greater influence of Nasserism in the
~Atab world becatise of the exacerbation
“of "the problem which has been at the
foundation of the Egyptian dictator’s
‘growing influences: the efforts of West-
ern imperialism to maintain hegemony
"and control of the Arab world, its oil
‘flelds ‘and military bases.

"Nasserism has meant in prachce ‘the fight

‘against Western imperialism, for Arab
independence, for unification of the di-
vided Arab lands, for a republican form of
governmeni against the feudal dynasties,
“for ‘non-involvement in the power struggte
'‘betweéén Washington and Meéscow and
‘some kind of social reform. This ‘accounts
for its widespread and - even enthusiastic
suppori among the Arcb masses and in-
"I’eﬂechluls ‘Mdny ‘see in- it the road to-
“Ward feal mdepelrdence for the Arabs
dnd "a *bredk ‘with fhe “backwaidhess ond
“féudalism ‘which has left thém so help-
less and dependent on the whims of for-
‘eign powers.

But popular sypport is one thmg, “and
he clags basis of a reglme is another.
“Atid “so the ‘Guedtions faised in Comrade
.Findley’s letter are extremely Fev&fant.
The problem of an accurate designation
of . Nasserism’s class character can only
be tentative. The problem is not enly the

. #4ps in” mformatxoh ‘put that much in-
formation appearing in American publi-
cations is colored by the interests of State
bepart‘mént ‘and | Ziohist propagaﬂdls’ts
sdetermitied ‘to discredit Arab national-
1$m.

"M'OVEMENT

The ‘real problem residés in the fact
‘that ‘Nasserism in all its mamfestatlons
1s in the process of deveIopment am_i is
shot to ‘be taken. Three yéars ago it ap-
peared relatxvely easy to take the snap-
shot—the Egyptxan regime seemed to be
another, ‘perhaps more dynamic, exam-
ple of a military dlctatorshlp ‘such as
those which came to power in Syria after
the defeat suffered by the Arab armies
m the Palestme war of 1948.

But with the Egyptian-Syriar union into
the Unmited Arab Republic, the growing
influeace of the U.A.R. in oi'her parts of
fhe Middle Edst, and the role of the Baath
socialist as cne of the mainsprings of the
drive for Arab unification, the situation
becomes much more complicated. New
forces are involved in other Arab lands
who, while acknowledging Nasser's leader-
ship in the struggle against Western im-
perialism, are not necessarily committed

. to the idea of o military dictatorship as
the ideal, permanent or even fthe tem-
porary form ‘of the regime of an enlarged
United Arab Republic or a broader feder-

afion. The key factor is ihe role of the
‘Buath socialist -and o¥fier forees in Arab
‘society which ook “toward ¥he ‘ihvolve-
inent of the muisses in tunning the affairs
‘of Sociely aid not the aiitocratic, -albeit
benevolent, rule of a military Junta.

The line of development depends on a
nuimber of ‘factors, nohe of which can be
forecast at this tiite.- First is the course

To the Editor:

It ‘s ofe thmg to suport Nasser
‘against foréigh Imperlahsm ‘But that is
‘hotehough.. ' What is Nasser? What is his
soeial base ete.”I have notas yet seen a
Marxist - analysxs of Nasser And Nasser-
‘ism.

Nasser obviously doés not reépresent the
‘working class. Trade unions, strikes and
“all independent politital organization of
the workers-are prohibited.

Neither ‘does he represent the pea-
santry. With the exception of a “Potem-
kin” village there has been no land re-
form. Little has been done even in a
traditional paternalistic fashion to im-
prove the lot of fellaheen.

Nasserism does not give the workers
and peasents even that spumous “status”
that Peron gave them in Argentina.

‘Does Nasser represent the feirdal and
‘landowning classes? No. He kicked their
‘chief representative, the king, out of the

‘country.

‘There is no indication that he is the
choice of the bourgeoisie or acts in their
special behalf.

Does he represent the civil service, the
educated who end up in the civil serv1ce,

“or'the declasSed ‘inteIlectuals who can find

o place in ‘the Timited civil service and
professions? A’ ¢ake can be niade to prove
that he fepresefits ‘the “educated.” That
is, however, a long cry from a modern woc-
ial class or important social force.

~Was he put into power by any political

Parly or ‘movement? Thci could give us c
clae? Toddy it séems Nard Fo Fecall,
EgyPt héd°a Well-MuveloPeld polﬁuccf’pcﬁy
system including a sirong Arab National-
ist-Party. Did théy pldce himin powér? No.
Not “only ‘did ' fliey ‘ot put him info' power
bat they ‘G'p]scsed ‘him aid’ WQre”’sippremd
by him. -

‘Nasser was put into - power by ‘the
Army ‘and Fépresents prlmarﬂy, if ‘not
exclusively, the army. A ‘tentative con-
clusion is ‘that ‘he is ‘a ‘Bonapattist dic-
tator fulfilling the traditional tole of such
dictatorship: ruling when other classes
are incapable of earrying out their his-
toric roles.

Modern advances have weakened the
N

of development. In respect to the dis-
solution of political parties in Syria fol-
lowing the formation of the WAR and the
establishmént 6f a National Union dlong
the lines of what ‘exists in Egypt does
not bode well. But we have little infor-
mation on the functioning of the Baath
in either Syria or Egypt although Brijen
‘Gupta reported in LABoR ACTION on
‘March 10, 1958 that several months be-
fore ‘unification, Nasser permitted the
"Baath to open a branch in Egypt and to
organize polltlcal and trade union -activ-
ity. Whether it is f\mctxonmg or Nasser
subsegiiently Foreed ‘it to' Suspend oper-
“ations or liquidated it, is unknown.

Whether the Bacfhisfs huve ‘only fem-
‘poratily aqreed to suspensaon of polrhcal
‘Parties, including their ‘own, or ‘whetner

‘A Socialist Analyms of Nassensm Is Needed

old feudal setup in the Arab _countries
so.that the landowmng‘ class finds it dif-
ficult to rule. The bourgeoisie is hot
“strong enough to take power. The work-
ing ¢lass is only in an infant stage. The
-peasantry is backward ‘and has not had
the ‘benefit of Populist or Marxist edu-
cation and organization as in Europe.

The result—the army is the only mod-
ern social power and establishes its Bon-
‘apartist rule and- military dictatorship
over the Arab people.

‘A Bonapartist dictaforship can and does
‘aftract considerable popular sipport. His-
tory is full- 6f examplés. The question is
even if this dictatorship acts for national
unificafion should socmlnsfs consider rl' the
embodiment and THE vehicle for the nation.
revolution or look to other social forces?

The concept that Nasserism is ‘a Bon-
‘apartist dietatorship points also to the
following:

1. It is unlikely if not uhable to ‘make
any major social reforms so badly need-
ed in-the Arab countiiés.

‘2. Those Arab Soéidlists who look to
the various Arab armies as the instru-
ments of Arab Nationalism will -suffer
the fate of the Badthists: suppresswn

8. Socialist’ support to steps that Nas-
‘ser ‘miakes toward ‘wiiificatioh ¢an only
‘e 6f the kind that’ “they “gave to ‘Bis-
mark-in his Prussian unification of Ger-
many or the’ $upport we gave to the Ne-
gus of Ethiopia in the struggle against
foreign domination.

.. 4, Onemust &kpeét and’be on. the Took-
ott *for Ttany reactmnasry ‘téatires fn his
‘Progrdm. Evén in Arab ‘ddification oiie
can -expect stress on the reactionary
parts of Pan<Arabism “uyid Pan-Islamism
rather than modern :Arab national unity.
The -Arab Nationalists must be warned
of ‘these dangers.

5. Also a tendency to overlook the
just national rights of other nations in
the area, such as Israel, the Kurds, Ber-
bers etc., and the régional needs of other
Arsabs, i.e., Syrians, Moors, ete.

This is a modest contribution biit ¢ne
which I hope will lead to an analysis of
Nasserism.

Al Findley

g Bz

T

of the of the imperialist struggle for
control of the Middle East, including the
possibility of Russian imperialism re-
placing the West. Second is the action
of Arab socialism in supporting or op-
posing -dictatorial rule as ‘a “necessary
stage of democratic development.” And
third, the kind and extent of industrial-
ization—how fast will or can the Arab
lands industrialize, and what will be the
role of the state in such industrialization.

INDUSTRIALIZATION
Industrialization 4is- a- long-term. pro-
cess, and admittedly, it is less of a fac-
‘tor in immediately determining the course

they have embarked upon a coiirse of ac-
tion which will lead fo the ‘consolidétion
of the authoritarian tendencies in Arab
rationalism is still open. An interview in
a recent issue of France Observafeur
quotes Salah Bittar, one of the leaders of
the Baath Socialist Party of Syria, as
speaking approvingly. of establishing a
political organization similar %o Tito's
Socialist Alliance. This has the appear-
ance of searching around for a thecreti-
cal and politice! formula to justify the
suppression of political democracy.

If this is so, then it can not he ascribed .

to just another expression of the author-
itarian character of Arab nstivnalism.

The Baath Socialists have been one of:
the Arab groups, if not the foremost
group, working for democracy through'
trade uhion and political activity ‘am
‘both the working class and the peasaritry.
One of the characteristics of the Baath
‘Socialists which has’ distinguished theth
from the pure and simple Arab nation-
alists has been their determmatlon, ‘at:
least in the past, to combme ‘the strug-
gle for Arab indeperidence and unifiéa-
tion with the social struggle ‘at hoi:h‘e
against feudalism and capitalism.

SECONDARY 'PLACE ,

. The consequence, if not the Mmeanirig,
of Syrian- Egyptian umty seems to have
‘led the Baathist to relegate the- sl
struggle to a secondary place -in their
program in the interest of 'a broader -
united struggle against Western impe-
rialism. In ‘the particular circumstahees.

- of the Middle East, such a tactical -shift

" contributes toward ‘a strengthemng of
m111ta1y ‘Socialism,” and the prestrg'e &t
the military Juntas. Theréfore, this Ho-
comes more than a tactical move, buta
decision of far- -reaching ‘polmcal m—
portance

The reasons for the csserhon of ﬂle .
prlmacy of nchonullsm is not dliﬁculi' 'lo
“fihd, ‘and it is fied in with the rise ‘of
“Naosser as the ‘ddminant pohﬁcal ‘figitein

- the ‘Arab world, We are witiessing Foddy

the rise of a hew fofm ’bf Arab “rittiondl-

ism qulfe “distinct from 'Hle ircdrhonhl

‘natioiidlist lehderslup ‘which came o prom-
‘iffance affer fhe first world ‘war. Tnh bETEf
-it 'seeks to win réal indepeﬁdén_ce ‘aid Yo
end all forms -of forsign “domination. W
the course of the struggle fo end the pro-
Western client state status of the ‘Mid-
dle East nations, the new Arab natiéndlism
‘hds come info hecd-on conﬂlcf with the
‘West. The power ‘stiuggle ‘befween ’ the
‘U.S. ‘dnd ‘Russia s 'added ¥o 'I'he cdm-

"plexity of the situation, and servéd fo

-harden the resolve ‘of the U.S. and Britatn
to keep the Middle East as a Westerh
sphere of nﬂluence both for its -oil -and
Eirafeglc “Valie, And as long as fhe Afa‘h
‘fight ‘for ‘independence and ‘unification, -
‘ténding beyond flie idea of néminaily -
dependent cliént stofes, has to “be cén-
ducted on a mear-military bdsis, then tie
role ‘and lmpori'unce of the army wn'll be
‘ektetided. The ‘groips which Rave repre-
‘sentéd a ‘democratic ideolbgy ‘and $oug
to implément it in"dction Have Been: s’Weﬁl'
glong with the need for ‘a brodd ity 6F
'Ihe Arab people ugcmsf |mperlchsm! -and
in_the -process -have subverted pohﬁcal
Hemocr‘ucy

The “only stateinient We know of "by. &
PBrdminent ‘Baath “socidlist “dearfng Wlt’h
the ‘attitide ‘toward Nagser ‘appédrs !n
“The Middle East in, Transition” st |
by Walter Z, Laguer. It is -an article by .
Gebran ‘Majdalany, a Lebanese socxalxst .

Te

Soéialist Pa‘rty of Eebanon (usiraif A5~
sotiatéd with Kammel ‘Djumblatt) %rfh
who left it to Join’ the Baath. Wiititie ¥
the Sprmg 1957, he says:

BAATH SOCIALISTS

“The open suppoit of the Baath Hrll
other Socialist Patties ‘for Nasser’s Ho-
gime in Egypt is principally due to his
foreign policy. Socialists have eve‘ry Ye‘a-
son to believe that the encouragement of
this progressive forelgn policy will -
ev1tab1y léad the regime to depend more
and ‘more upon the Egyptian masses,
on the progréssive movements in othér
Arab countries, who alone will supo¥t
it as a movemernt of emancipation. .. .

“The ‘aggression against Egypt after
the act of nationalization (which the
Arabs saw as a step toward emancipa-
tion) furnlshed another proof that Egypt
was the champlon of Arab inHependence.
The ‘moderates who sought a compromlse
between natiohalism and pro- Westerh
ideas found themselves faced ‘with a dif-
ficult choice; for it was no . longer pos-
‘'sible ‘to keep neutral: oné had to choose
either Egypt and independerce, or .the
West as represented by the members of .
‘the Baghadad Pact.

. the Baath has led the campalgn .
{Turn to last pagei




‘gression™

;che Eight

August 25, 1958

"Indirect Aggressmn —_—

lConﬂnued from page 1)

has always had specifi-
cally a-military connotation, now
comes the concept that "indirect
aggression™ is a way of carrying

out war by non-military means, or

at least by means which do not
involve the military forces of theé
"aggressor nation.”

As the term is being used by the
American government, it appears
to include all the means of political
warfare which have been develop-
ed so rapidly during the past half
century. Radio propaganda, sub-
sidized newspapers, bribed officers
and politicians, support of political

.co-thinkers by any and all means

—all these can be part of “indirect

-aggression.”
.~ - Now, it is true that in the case
‘of the Middle East the American

contention has been that such
means have been employed not
merely to pressure governments, to
seek to influence or intimidate
them, but actually to overthrow
them and bring the nations over
which they rule under the domina-
tion of the government which is
practicing _the “indirect aggres-
sion.” It is only in such an extreme

~ case that the American government

has claimed the “right” to use its
armed forces to prevent the “ag-
gressor” from succeeding.

CHARACTERISTIC APPROACH

It is indeed characteristic of the
whole approach of the American
government that it should seek to
convert the very terminology of
political warfare into that of mili-
tary warfare for the purpose of
equating them. For a long time it
has been apparent that the United
States is peculiarly incapable of
waging political warfare success-
fully, and has constantly, since the
end of World War I, sought to
make up for this incapacity by
direct military means (including
alliances, military aid programs,
ete.).

" Now, it is clear that no known
method of “indirect aggression”
has a chance of succeeding unless
the policies and -aims of the “ag-

~gressor” finds a widespread echo

among the population of the nation
against whom the proposed “ag-
gression” is directed. A clear ex-
‘ample in the Middle East: no

“amount of radio propaganda direct-

ed at Israel from Cairo could con-
ceivably inspire a political move-

‘ment which. would endanger the

Israeli government.

FOMENTING REVOLT

This illustration (which could
be duplicated indefinitely). demon-
strates the point that to accuse a
country of “indirect aggression” is
simply the same thing as accusing
it of successfully helping a revolu-
tion in another country. This was
underlined by Secretary Dulles in
his recent speech to the Veterans

~of Foreign Wars in which he re-

ferred repeatedly to “civil strife
which: was being fomented from
without.” Having said that, how-

- ever, the whole weight of analysis

-

" and the proposals to deal with the

_problem put forth by the United

States are such as to ignore the

" essential political element involved,

that which makes the strife “civil,”

.and to concentrate rather on. the

‘continued :

aspect of forelg'n “fomentation.”

Thus, in the same speech Dulles
“We must of course rec-
ognize that this issue of indirect
aggression is a delicate one. On
the. one hand it is clear, beyond a

-possibility:of a doubt, that nations

are free to seek, and to get, help,
as against a genuine external
threat. On the other hand we must

be careful not to encourage or con--

done armed intervention which of
itself may subvert the will of a
foreign people. We saw that occur
when the Soviet Union sent its
armored divisions into Hungary in
order to repress what the United
Nations found to be a spontaneous
uprising of the Hungarian people.”

It would be foolish to think that
the essential distinction being
made by Dulles is between “spon-
taneous” and “non-spontaneous” or

"“"fomented" revolutions. Such a dis-.

tinction is u'H'erIy impossible in the
modern world, in which the politi-
cal atmosphere of the whole plan-

et is steeped in "fomentation,” that

-is, in conflicting social systems and

the ideas and ideologies connected
with them. If the American gov-
ernment, or the powerful social
democratic parties of Europe had
ac‘l‘uully been able to give moral
and material aid to the Hungarian
revolution, would that have made
it any less “spontaneous™ or more
“fomented from: abroad?” Would
it have made the Russian military
suppression of that revolution any
more justified?

The distinction which the Amer-
ican government actually employs
is between support of those gov-
ernments and movements which
are its puppets or allies, and those
which are not. The Russian govern-
ment employed the same criterion
in Hungary. The effective distine-
tion in the cold war is that the Rus-
sians are able to support even na-
tionalist revolutions which they do
not and cannot control, because
such revolutions have been, in the
main, directed against the old capi-

Arab Nationalism and Nasserism — —

{Continued from page 7}

for a federation between Syria and
Egypt; and the party’s acceptance of two
ministerial posts in the present Syrian
cabinet has no other explanation but the
Baath’s desire to promote this plan. Any
idea of. federation with Egypt would
have been unthinkable by Socialists two
or three years ago; it is only. since they
became convinced that Egypt was sin-
cerely seeking political and. economic lib-
eration from all foreign interference, and
lending moral suport to all the move-
ments for Arab liberation, that the So-
cialists have accepted this idea-of fed-
eration, which the Baath now regards as
a basis for their unified action . . .~
“But if Socialist aims are effectively
to guide the course of Arab politics, it is
necessary that the Socialists should con-
tinue their present collaboration with
Egypt. That collaboration is not likely to
be called into question as long as the
tensions in the Arab world persist; but
when quieter times return, the Socialists
will be able to pursue this policy of the
outstretched hand towards Egypt only
in so-far as Egypt presses on with the
liberalization of her regime, which has
already begun. Egypt, which is com-
pletely isolated from Arab reaction,
seems 'prepared . to fulfill that condition;
and if ‘she .does’ so, Arab-socialism will

talist powers which are 1dent1ﬁed

with the United States in the cold -

war. They have been able to sup-
port neutralism as long as this is
confined to movements inside coun-
tries allied with the American bloe;
they find it hard to stomach when
it develops in their own sphere, a

‘1a Tito.

LATIN AMERICA

It is interesting that the Latin
American countries have put up a
strong resistance to the doctrine of
the permissibility, or “legality’” of
one government coming to the mili-
tary aid of another when the latter
claims it is m danger of “indirect
aggression.”” These governments
are not moaved so much by abstract
considerations of international law
as by the concrete politieal circums-
stances of their own continent.’

It is well known that a number
of Latin American countries are
peculiarly susceptible o “civil
strife.” Also, that in many cases a
_dictator, imperilled by such sirife,
would very much like to cail for
the assistance of a neighboring
dictator. Over and beyond this is
"always the power of the Colossus
of the North which, on the basis of
this doctrine, could bolster any
friendly regime against any form
of internal subversion on the
grounds that this was a product of
‘"indirect aggression.”

(The overturn of the Guatemalan
-government of Arbenz was, of
course, as clear a cage of “indirect
aggresion” as one could imagine.
That is, the rebels were organized,
finaneed and inspired by the United
States, and the  Arbenz govern-
ment’s pleas for any kind of help
were thwarted by America’s firm
“hands off” policy. But even in this
case it is clear that except for the
presence of a goodly number of
Guatemalans ready and willing to
take a hand in overthrowing the
government, the revolt would have
failed. Our point is not to deny that
there may be revolutions which are
‘less rather than more expressions

be equally ready to inspire and direct
the same development in the Arab coun-
tries during the next few years. If not,
the struggle must go on without Egypt:
in which case the contest may be a finer
one, but will certainly be more arduous
and sanguinary.”

The problem which American socialists
face in trying to evaluate the actions of
the Baath socialists is that we have seen,
at least thus far, precious little evidence
of the liberalization which is supposed to
have. already begun. The elections -last
year which elected Nassei as president
of Egypt were:conducted on o plebiscite
basis, and although there were a few ex-
amples of oppositional candidates, this
is no more proof of political democrac_y
than the few disputed candidates in Yugo-
slavia proves that Tito runs anything bui'
a dictatorship. - :

What remains unanswered is why, if
the Nasser regime represents the pro-
gressive forces in society as well asg the
will and the interests of the masses, the
people can not be allowed to express these
interests in their own name rather than
through the voice of the military Junta.
If Nasser is the voice of the aspiration
of the Arab masses, then why does it

folow that political liberties have to be -
denied the people?

"The future, or. rather ‘the present

stop

of spontaneous massg disaffection
from the government, but that no
doctrine of military intervention
can be made to have the clear and
universal applicability of a rule of
law.)

UNRECEPTIVE EAR

The major speech (referred'tb
above) in which Dulles sought to
explain and justify the American

-intervention in the Middle East by

the claim that it was an attempt to
“indirect aggression” had as
its theme that American foreign
policy is against appeasement, will
not yield to considerations of expe-
diency, and is firmly rooted in prin-
ciple. That principle isithat it will

-resist, and help other nations to re-
'sist aggression whether of the di-

rect or indirect varieties.

This announcement falls on unre-
ceptive ears the world over. For
one thing, if taken literally, it is

obviously far too rigid a rule for -

nations to live by. And actually it
is clear -that the United States
_government has one set of stand-
ards in all things, including defini-
tions of "democracy,” "legitimate
governments,” “spontaneous upris-
ing,” which it applies to allied cap-
italist regimes, and a completely
different set of standards for re-
gimes or movements directed
against its set foreign pollcy are
involved. '

Socialists are also for a foreign
policy based on principle. We would
be the last to claim that how, in
every concrete case, our princples
are to be applied is absolutely clear
or devoid of ambiguity. The world
is not that simple a place to live in.
But in our case the fundamental
guiding principle is to encourage
and support all movements toward
self-emancipation and democracy,
whatever form they may take. In
a world in flux this is a far sounder,

and more stable principle to be:

guided by than that of using
American troops to defend govern-
ments, often unwanted by their
own peoples, against “indirect ag-
gression.”

course, of the Baath is, in my opinion, a
decisive factor in evaluating Nasserism.
In a sense it is an X factor representing
a force for genuine democracy but of in-
determinate. weight. If the Baath mili-
tants continue. their political and trade
union activity to build a mass movement
expressing and representing the interests
of the workers and fellahin, even though
formal organized political parties no
longer exist, then it can be said that Nas-
serism in general represents a progres-
sive force extending beyond the strug-
gle against imperialism. If not and all
political work has been abandoned or
suppressed in the interest of Nasser’s
hegemony of Arab nationalism, then the

future for a democratic Arab natlonal- )

ism is dim..

All of this is really prefatory to a
discussion of some of the points raised

in comrade Findley’s letter. In the next .

issue, I want to discuss the nature and
extent of the land reform program. The
land reform in Egypt is the only one car-
ried out in the Middle East and it offers
clues as to the tendencies of the regime,
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