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SP-SDF Acts on Unity and Political Action

‘Independent Socialist League Others Invited to Join; Referendum Pending

By H. W. BENSON

_ The biennial convention of the Socialist Party-Sociai Democratic
Federation met in Detroit over the Memorial Day week-end. It touched
upon many. questions, but its essential significance lies in the attention

it gave to two matters:

1. The unification of democratic socialism in the United States, includ-
ing a debate on the Independent Socialist League and a better than 2-1
convention decision, to invite its members to join the SP-SDF. This de-
cision, upon petition of 25 per cent of the delegates, goes to a membership
referendum to be completed in about 5 weeks.

2. Electoral Policy. After another
spirited debate,
voted to permit members as indi-
viduals to enter Democratic and Re-
publiean primariés:and.to suppert
]abvo‘r“~ @it~ progressive candidates

“while not committing the Party
as such to support for old-party
candidates.” - This reverses a long-
standing rule against such actions,

» The convention was truly representa-
tive of the state of the socialist move-
ment in the United States, its weaknés-
ses and its new possibilities. National
Secretary, Irwin Suall, reported that the
combined Socialist- Party and Soecial
Democratic Federation membership was
double that of the Socialist Party in
1956. Still, it was very small. Fewer
than 70 delegates represented a listed
‘membership of 1,300, only a small pro-
portion active. There were few trade
unionists or . Negroes; there was scant
attention to the labor, movement. The
. Party has been held together by a tiny
band of devoted old-timers aided by a
small group of active, but relatively
inexperienced younger people.

PROGRESS AHEAD

There was a universal feeling, how-
ever, that now at last the socialist move-
ment could make real progress. “Not
since. the immediate pest-war period,”
reported Suall, “has there been such a
revival of secialist strength and morale
.48 we have seen within the past 18
months . .. our SOCIahSt ideas are re-
cew:mg a new, and thoughtful hearmg.
‘Where are. the newly radical young' men,
and women, to

mumst Faz:‘ty,

s, a-result of t

vor,’ 250,000 eopié

the convention ¢

these. days?’ The Com-'»

h V. revé atmns and the Hunga an up- ' m recent trm%,

3 h S
For the full text of the majority
and minority reports of the Com-

. mitee on. Other Organizations (the

.umty resolutlons) see=page T. ...
. J

ﬂlai the party "ddopff no posi}i‘on on Jew-
ish offairs without its approval. Mean-
while, some members of the Bund, which
allows dual membership, already are mem-
bers-of the SP-SDF as individuals. An invi-
tation to join the party was issued, too,
to "the group centering around’ Dissent.
On all these matters, the Committee and
the convention were unanimous.

But, on the Independent
League there was a sharp ‘difference of
opinion; a majority and a minority of
the Committee on Other Organizations
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| Death of the Fourth Republic; What Next?

By GORDON HASKELL

In the hour of its death agony,
the conflicting forces which were
squeezing the life out of the Fourth
Repiiblic came to bear with their
full weight on its political key-
stone, the Soclahst Party of France.

Given, what this party has become.
the*result ‘was: al-
14 'future -of France,. even-its: shortirun fu-:-

* tiire, . ig--far. from -having been’ decided. 5

« General-de-"Gaulle -hag’ beenrgwen “dicta-. - Jimieti
- tofial- powers; but he: is.still- a :long way. -
-’from estabhshmg -a “Tégime - which~ can.-
»--reongamze France -by- suppressmg and_:.»

_ R S 1 _

ers had.no eledficut. progrdi - for adolu-:

. txon qﬁ the -crisis_of ‘French soctety They:
" were ‘paralyzed by -a -légitimate fear of*

the Communists, ‘and by their own: ina-
Blhty to hft the _struggle from the plane: :
‘bmatlo’ns 'to’ one of

[ vt g i 19 e+ g o @ ey a1

afid 11 absteﬁhons

Socialist .

, v Patls iy defense ot thev
*. Republic; Inspiringas -this ' mass ‘dut-|
T pourmg wag, it Tepresented fundmi'xenta :
e ly a negative gestureé of despau- Tts lgad-;

made opposing reports. The discussion
continued for more than two and a half
hours; seventeen delegates spoke from
the floor. A motion to exclude vigitors and
go intp executive session for this point
on the agenda was defeated 24-29.

DEBATE ON ISL

The majority report, presented by
Gerber, invited all members of the ISL
1o join the -SP-SDF and was finally
adopted by a vote of 45 for; 17 opposed;
7 abstentions.

The minority report, defended by Rebin
Mpyers, former Party national secretary,
proposed that the convention take no
action, arguing that any decision would
be “premature and ill-advised.” The mi-
nority lost with 18 votes for, 40 oppqsed

Samuel H. Friedman, the party's vice-
presidential candidate in 1956, proposed
an amendment from the floor to "cordially
invite the members of the ISL to make
application for entry into the SP-SDF."
His proposal would have permitted the
Party to exclude individuals from the ISL
whose members were asked to apply but
not necessarily to join. It was defeated,
receiving a few votes. The consensus on
all sides was that if an invitation was pro-
per it should apply to all withouf excep-
tion. Gerber pointed out that the proposal
was not acceptable to the ISL and that it

a mass struggle for the reorganization
of French society. Even while they
marched, neither the leaders nor their
followers had any. confidence in the po-
litical forms which they were ostensibly
defending; and they could agree on no
alternative ones with which to replace
them. . . . . .

. EUWRE H&GLEA&

- While the Fourth Repubhe is dead the

that war is dragging the whole. of French’
society: dewn. to: ruin. :Either de Gaulle

lnusi ond that wcr. or he mus'r*come lll'lO'

lConhn“d on page 4) o

»

-individuals ‘but. warned:
ISLers’en masse. To take in.the ISL, they

oweor - by M“H ‘of:ANe. pcrlumﬁry- + £
~|‘99{un;\AwomNnoﬂpn of. 0 strong; sectisn..
- of the army with-the reactionary:. colonial-;
ists'in; Algéria-was’ the.aclive férce which .
‘geave - -Ahe. _Fourth - Republic’ its.. coup. de’
grace. - Bif the vAIqerlcw -colons -bar - tke: -
wdy to. an: ‘'end to' the war:in’ Algeria, and -

hzy fo’ bnng - host Qf'.x-Comm-ntlh mfw

- no¥’ consusient -in-ivs: dedication” to demo-

: dealmg with the question, while they Hlem

would lose his respect if it agreed 1o d.-
sert any section of its own membership
‘however hny After his own motion had- -
been voted down, Friedman voted for ﬂu:
majority report.

FOR UNITY

The majority proposal had come highly
recommended. Gerber was leader and
spokesman of the SDF wing which joined
the SP. On the eve of the convention, 23
prominent party members representing
all shades of opinion and all localities
signed a joint statement for the admis-
sion of the ISL. They were: Norman
Thomas, Irwin Suall, Benjamin Williger,

" Mulford Q. Sibley, Charles Curtis, Vern

Davidson, Phyllis Gangel; MorrlsStempa,
‘Arthur /Berb'holf Faék-Cypin, David-Me:
Reynolds; Robert Alexander, Frank Mar-
quatt, Kennth Cuthbertson, Max. * Ri
‘Wohl, Leo Leopold, Milton Zatinsky,
Julius Bernstein, John Mecartney, Benja-
min Miller, Virgil Vogel, Walter Berg-
man, and Fritjof Thygeson.

The minority position had been sup<
ported in the leading party commitees
by a group of active party leaders and
organizers who had contributed heavily
toward holding the party together in its
most difficuit days. Among them were
Robin Myers, Robert Bloom, Herman Slnger
and Seymour Steinsapir.

The ISL question precipitated an in-
evitable debate, but it clearly could not
provoke a lasting division in the party.
It was vigorous and sometimes sharp but
always within the bounds of a common:
fraternity. Notably, no hostility toward
the ISL was expressed by either side;
the exigencies. of the debate almost made
the opposing speakers seem more critical’
of orie another than of the ISL. The
minority argued not that an invitation
to the ISL was outrageous or even im-
permissible but simply that, in its opinion,’
it was premature. In this respect, the:
debate itself helped to create such an
atmosphere within the Party as makeg
a genuine and lasting unity readlly at~
tamable :

ARGUMENTS AGAINST

Supporters of the minority generally
expressed: their willingness to accept ISL
thembers into the SP if they appklect a& .
agams& inviting{ . T

argued might | ahenate -some ..of the
ywh members and.make it more
técruit fromi the broad po-!
it would. ‘mesn “tirbing
'mward mstéa& of’outwafd They feared

‘the: Pcrfy - Many-argued That the ISI'. mis\

cratic socialism-because it did not atrack '
Leninism or: seemed o be “evasive" in]

selvei were. éonvinced that Leninism wos
'Hae cauw ‘of - :Stalinism - and " llardly dls-

lTuru fo hsf pcge) N



,;Is Government Wage-Pme Fix

Answer to Inflatmn-Recessmﬁ?

By H.G.R.

Out of the recent—and continuing—
inflation,- two ominous, political moods
are emerging among the bou'rgeoisie and
,theu' spokesmen. The first is an increas-
.ing determimation to smash the unions;
.the second, which is of more recent vint-
age, is the realization of the “necessity”

for "price-wage regulation. This new cry-
is obviously —indeed, -

for .regulation
avowedly—an indirect method- of union-
pustmg It is especially mterestmg for
s dual admission that the unions are
{00 powerful to be broken by other means,
and that the capitalist system of pricing
has broken down .and inflation ‘can only
be ayeided by direct government regula-
tion of the. entire pricing process.

This new attitude teward. the hitherto
sacrosanct pricing process is exemplified

by two recent articles, one coming from.

the extreme "left wing, and:the other
from the extreme right wing, of-the-eap-
italist camp. The two authors are Abba
Lerner, _ultra - Keynesian, -and David
Janrence, ultra . laissez-faireist. That
.these two could reach substantlally.sim-
ti;l’a’r,g_.onclus_ions on a matter. of public
policy is in itself man-bites-dog news.
That they agree on the desirability of
government wage-price regulation is
man:eats-dog news. Bub sensational or
pot, it is certainly disquieting news.

LERNER

. .Lierner’s article appears in the Febru-
a1y, 1958, Commentary under the inexact
itle,” Halting the Current Recession.” He
galls. the recent inflation a “sellers’ infla-
$ion.”? As epposed to a “buyers’ inflation,”
gwhlch is caused by excess demand,. a
sellers inflation does not find its origin
o, the demand side but on.the. supply
side; Tt 'is due to attempts of workers
and/or capltahsts to increase their rela-
tive shares of the product. “Sellers’ infla-
tion’ takes place whenever wage-earners
and - profit-takers together attempt to
get shares that amount to more than 100
per. cent of the selling price. When the
sum of what they try to get comes to

ROLAND BATES
. Itis a sad and mournful duty to
. report the sudden death of Roland
l Bates of Los Angeles, known to
_.many throughout the country, par- 2
““tieglarly in' California, as one of"
_.the finest friends of the socialist -
: _m_ovement
;. The cause, of .death is reported

M as a sudden heart attack of un-

_ known origin., The shock is that Ro- §
fand “Bates was  an enormously ™
B .powerful man in the prime of life,
. Wwithout any significant illnesses.

E 5 He. will, always be remembered by.
¥ those who knew him-as a man of’

outstanding integrity, with enor-’
8 . mous feeling for his fellow men,
. his friends and for all socialists.”
His great -zest for life-was.joined-

¥ ..with the most natural helpfulneSS ‘X

., and concern for everyome. There
- are many indeed who carry the”

| 3 memory of that helpfulness and »'

" concérn.
. Many  will remember hlS early
*socla,hst activity durmg h1s school
-years, and the years, when he was,
K ongshoreman in_San” Pedro and":_‘
.-one, of, ‘the most. active union mili- f
] ﬁants in Southern California, - In~
more- recent years he practised law
Los. Ange!es and the " Southern *
valifornia desert, where he had set—
“tled w;ith hxs farmly in, order, better
,10 serve.an explmted Mexican popu- °

S | .latign whose. torigue was Spamsh

’ 'Whlch he, gpoke, as_one of. them.’

: Weo express: OMT: sotrow at.the % |
“spassing: ofsan oldv;fnemL and:-eom-
‘rade;and send. . our deepest sym-;
<pathy. to . Boland!suwife,: Betly, his .|
~¢hildren -Rosa, Rita -and George,

L jand-to-his;mother, Rosnlind Bates. of '

[ B LR T A |

.. more than 100 per cent of-the selling
-price, it is futile to ask whether this is v

because the wages demanded.:-are  too

. high or because the profits insisted on: are
to0o. - great.”

Thus Lerner evades -the
onerous task of taking sides. :

How is the inflation fo be.combaited?
Since "neither political party..canafford
the blame for evea a mild depression,
this method must be ruled out..(We .may
remdrk that.recent.events seem.to. indi-
cate that there is-at least ane political
party which feels it can afford the blame,
and aliso that a collapse of demand does
not seem to rule owt price-increases.)
Passing over this, however, we come to

‘kerner’s “only too obvious conclusion that

sellers’ inflation connot be cured or pre-
vented by measures directed against ex-

.cess demand by buyers. It can be success-

fully freated only by attacking the pres-
sure on prices by sellers.”

This means regulation: “Just as.public
utility prices.can.be, and, are being, regu-
lated so' as to prevent monopolistic ex-
ploitation, so administered prices and
wages can and should be regulated so
as to prevent sellers” inflation.” Lerner
then presents an ingenious set of regula-
tory rules, which would aveid many of
the “bad™ aspects of regulation, and
which might work quite well—except for
their impracticability,: But the details- of
his solution are.of.no particular impor-
tance; what should excite our inferest
is the prineciple of his solution, the prin-
ciple of government regulation.

LAWRENCE

A similar tune is called by David
Lawrence. He too is now capable of
writing: “There is only one way to keep
the American, economy from again run-
ning into the diteh. It must be regulated
on the wage and price front.” (USN’
& WR, April 25, 1958) Although Lawr-
ence naturally places the blame on “Bxg
Unionism,” which, among other sins, is
guilty of having “foisted” a recession

-upon the country, he no longer asks for

anti-union leglslatxon as a cure-all. In-
stead, he proposes “that the excesses of
the labor-union monopoly be regulated
by government [that magic Word'] SO
that adverse effects on the economic sit-
uation in the country may at least be
limited.” This is to be accompllshed by
“an independent  board or cemmission
[with] the power to fix ceilings on wages
and prices.” He is not explicit on the
pomt but- we-safely -assume that.he has .
in mind a commlssmn something like
the FCC..

- The prmcnpie of regulation is more of a
bitter pill for Lawrence, or at least for his
readers, than it is for Lerner. He justifies
it ‘on -the - ground:--that “This  is. wartime
in the sense that we are already engaged
in @ woridwide "cold war,' and it behooves
us fo_mobilize our economic.forces so the
enemy will not be fempted,” etc. In ‘ra-
fionalizations like this—and we have heard-
similar ones even from Walter: Reuther—
we can see- ali too clearly: the drift into
the garrison state, the conclusion fo which
all- arguments lead.

This loss of faith in the viability of
free capitalism is ominous because it is
replaced by faith in government “regula-
tion.” It has its counterpart in.the;loss
of faith in the free exchange of “tdeas,
which is replaced by faith in: government
“loyalty” and "‘secu:rlty” -procedures.
These corporativist-trends: in thought and
pohcy are always defended. ascold-war
exigericies and are always aimed at the
working class and its-sapporters.
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By JACK:. WII.SON

“Detroit; June 8
. The uneasy -armed truce-in the
auto industry between the United
Aute Workers and the Big Three
manufacturers reached a boiling

* . point this week, notably at Chrysler
. where -provocative. actions. -of -the

corporations caused a-revolt-among
local union leaders.
While General Motors and Ford have

..squeezed. .the UAW since the contracts

expired especially by weakening the bar-
gaining structures through orders for
shop bargainers to work twice as much

. as they have—and: thus have little time

for handling grievances—at Chrysler the
corporation ordered .all chief stewards
to work six hours a day and committee-
men three. This compares to full time
replesentatlon which - the rank and file

- had in the past.

STEWARDS DISCIPLINED

Since Chrysler locals were under  the
mistaken impression that they could bar-
gain as usual, under the National Labors
Relations Act, Sect. 9 a, all stewards and
committeemen resisted the corporation’s
drive to put them to work, and to tell
them when they could handle grievances.
Chrysler began

312 chief stewards. and committeemen
had been disciplined with time off.

At this point an emergency meefing of
many-of- the disciplined-stewards and.com-
mitteemen was held at Dodge jocal. When
fwo international union officials toid the
unjonists they had no choice but to live
with the situation, and obey company
rules,”a two hour booing und- heckling ses-
sion took place, the like of which hasn't
been seen in a fong time in the UAW,

Out of this crisis, a special meeting
of all plant officials in the Chrysler set-
up was called for Saturday, June 7. Over
600 attended, and again, with the excep-
tion of one speaker from the floor, erities
went after the UAW’s policy. Significant-
ly, the sharpest verbal blasts came from
the staunchest Reutherites in the shop.

WALK-OUT

In the former Briggs locals, mow
called the Automotive Body division of
Chrysler, the corporation re-organized

-the-bargaining distriets, laid.off 87.chief

stewards (who held jobs by virture of
their positions), and cut eut nearly 200
chief stewards.- Aftér this happened, the
rank and file walked out and the plants
were shut down. What happens this next
week is anybody § guess in that situation.’

What irked many plant leaders at the
Saturday . meeting, at which they. were

. specifically, ordered four times to main-

tain present policy and go.to work under
company established rules was that nei-
ther Walter Reuther nor Emil Mazey
appeared at this meeting, the most eriti-
cal the UAW has had in many years.

It was obvious, since the 'UAW. top
leaders ‘hadn’t. spelled out what.  might
happen .if the plants worked. without. a
contract, that many plart leaders were
disorganized, embittered and suspicious of
the - policies -of .the .. infernafional union.
Speaker ; after: speaker warned: -that--the
precedent.set now might. be: a.permanent
hlow fo the shep steward system, which is
the heart and soul of the UAW, '

LABOR ACTION FORUM™

NEW YORK

“Friday, June 20

HAL DRAPER

‘Impressions: of
:European Socialism
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UAW Puts Up Shop-Level Fight
‘As Auto Companies Get Toug

penalizing the plant bar- .
gainers and’ by the middle of last: week

.. -Actually, - the - violent -and . unexpected
reac‘cion of “the secondary leaders . has
.placed the top UAW leaders:in a position
swhere:sthey must.- retain the-shop bar-
gaining: systerns; or else face a. genuine
political revolution within the union. Not
only is-this recognized, but the :spokesmen
for:Reuther at the meeting made guaran-

. tee‘after guarantee- that there would be
.-no.-change- in"the bargaining structure
- when new contracts are.signed. In-that
-~gense; - the-reveolt -has -had a-permanent

positive effect, for Chrysler’s efforts in
bargaining to cut down on the stewards
system now - faces a -brick -wall- of - re-
sistance.

CONFUSION

The confusion. and anger of the secon-
dary leaders in the Chrysler section of
the UAW was so great that local union
presidents, who on Friday had agreed
with top UAW officials to sell the policy
of living with: the- situation and ordering
the stewards and committeemen to chey
company instruction on working, flip-
flopped Saturday and three of them urged
holding the line at any cost.

The difference between the Chrysler
situation and that in Genetfal Molors and
Ford- seéms-30 be fhat in the lotter two
the bargainers in: the. plants expected dom-

- pany.. moves and. were .fold not torresist

them by international union officials. A%
Chrysler, the impression was given %that

- the shop leaders should resist; -and: they
" did. Now-the. plant bargainers cre placed

in the difficult -and embarrassing -positien
of backing down.

Aside from .the need to save the shop
steward system—to which top UAW lead-
ers have paid too little attention in the
past—the tensions created. by working
‘without a contract-have he1ghtened feel-
ings in the sheps so that the price of
peace in the auto industry is going up
daily. Reuther now has to win more than
the corporations have offered thus far.
Otherwise, the large degree of non-confi-
dence that exists in large sections of the
Chrysler UAW secondary leaders will
spread to the two other major companies.

The impact of the corporations” drive
against the AW has been mainly to
revitalize the secondary layer of leaders,
and has heightened class antagonisms to
a new high degree in the aute industry.
Walter Reuther is ne longer talking:about
free labor and free management. living
together. The language used to describs
the corporations is more in line with:the
talk that prevgiled in the 1930’s, in.the
days of the sit-down strikes.

% ,, N
Occupation Babies '

Not likely to receive too much atten-
tion in the American. press is.the publi-
cation in the German Medical Journal
(Deutsches Arzteblatt) of figures on “oc-
cupation babies” born in West Germany
and West - Berlin,

" During the decade between 1945 and
1955, American soldiers fathered - -some
36,334 illegitimate children in this area.’
Though most of thesé were born -in 'the’
first years after the end of the war, a
new increase in such births ‘was' noticed

in 1952, Americans fathered 53.4 pér

cent of all the “occupation babies” i
this area, with Frerch and-British trovps
coming next.

. The real tiagedy, of the, situation’ lies
in;.the fact that only 6.7 per-eent. of the
fathers. admitted- patrimony, ard.there
was,.no, way.in.the past by which mathers

. cquld force fathers.of such .children; to.

contribute. to..their. support.

-All this is, of eourse, part of thevevem-

head.of<wars and.occupakiens,.whether
by..eonguest.;or - agreement. The_ picture.
on.the: Russian.side is.notoriously. .worse.
Though.the: fates. of ,tens. of, thousands
of: mothers. and their little. children, may
weigh. lightly . in. the ‘balance -of .workd
pelitics, is it not an.additional.argument;

forthe swithdrawal of troops from foreign. -

sail, »new better lmown a8, ‘disengage-
-ment?”
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By’ JUAN PARAO

The recent anti-Nixon demonstrations . in Venezuela can be con-
sidered. a symptom.of the newly-liberated nation’s. desxre for greater,
political and economic independence. -

A large, non-violent mass of demonstrators went to wait for Nixon
at- the National Pantheon, carrying posters saying “We remember
Guatemala,” “Nixon, go home,” “Down with petroleum restrictions,”

“Nixon stop supperting dictators,”
ete. This non-vielent crowd, 12,000
strong, ‘was composed: of peopie of’

all' political parties and-of different

classes and walks of life.” Students
and workers formed the nucleus of
the demonstration. They were.joined by
small businessmen, middle-class house-
wives, middle-clasg intellectuals, and even
priests. Thé Catholic Left ~distributed
leaflets saying: “We condemn with equal

vigor . the ~Soviet: “interventioi -against -

the Hungarian people, -and the North .
Anierican interyention against the peo~
ple of Latin America:”.

The majority of the demonstrators
were ~undoubtedly left-of-center.
democratic-socialist -Accién Democratica
(A.D.), and net the Stalinists; were ‘es-
sentially in control. -

PROVOCATION

The riots, in which Mr. and Mrs.
Nixon and their escorts were stoned and
spat at, cannot be blamed either on A.D.
nor on the Stalinists. It is quite obvious
that they were the work of a group of-
provocateurs of the fascist (Pérez-Jimé-
nist) ‘tendency, who stirred up some- of
the most backward members of the de-
moralized slum-xdwellers :of recent rural

-origin, who wegetate in shanty-towns on -

the outskirts: of ~Caracas. The purpose
of the stone-throwing riots was, of course,
4o discredit Venezuelan democracy: and
tc show that a dictator was needed to
keep our savage, blood-thirsty hordes
under control. These deplorable incidents
tock~place in -an-~entirely - ‘different ~vee="
tion of the city than the peaceful organ-
ized demonstration.

" The

as of the European: colonialist powers
and their dependencies.~Only a firin al-
lianee betweemn: the ssocialists™ and: ¥abor
movenrents of Nonth-and: South America
can succeed  in building up . a bastion
against imperialist forceés whose main
mouthpiece seems to be, more than ever,
John Foster Dulles. -

e’ !

The Role of -
Stalinism

While A.D. has taken the stand of
leftist internationalism in the current
anti-imperialist movement, the Stalinist
position is one of narrow nationalism.
To the bureaucrats of the P.C.V. (Com-
munist Party of Venezuela), the United
States -is ‘all bad. The “Yankee” is a
nationally - determined bogeyman, and
there is only a handful of “good Yankees,”
name’ly the “glorious Communist Party
“f the U.S.” These “good’ Yankees” do
not include Howard Fast, who, according
‘to the P.C.V.’s newspaper Tribuna Popu-
lar has been “bribed by Wall Street’.’
into breaking with the “glorious” ones. -

The Venezielan Communist Party
_suppoxts the “nationalist bourgeoisie”
. completely. Its ambltxon is almost exclu-
‘sively to become the anti-imperialist
motor of the mative manufacturing bour-
geoisie in its struggle against, United
States capital. The place of the “interna-
tioial Wworking ¢lags has ‘beeri takén “by
the Third Sputnik, which is an object
of intense veneration.

The vast majority of ‘the Veiiexuel e LEADERS: AND RANKS:

working class and middle class sympathited - -

with the non-violent demonstration. The
- United States had backed the Pérex Jimé-
net dictotorship to ¥he 'hilt.'North Ameri-
- can interests had done their best for ‘many
years to-prevent Verexuélan native indus-
frxés/fromrdevelopmq. 20 create a climate -
of social peace’ by force, 2o keep

+ Venezuslan economy- ot a colonial _sjage nf
developmnt. without .influence - on _the
- formation -of export-and import. pnus. In

thesiruggle :for oconomic self-determing-

- tioh, the '‘nationalist bourgeoisie” -Inative

- munufacturers and. agriculturdl producers)

stands united:- with - the working. &lﬂsm_d

unperwllsm. A! ‘léast for’ the moment. .

- Phe :nation.was aimost unanimeus; on
the cothervhand, in condenming the gtomes
. throwingsriots. *The: president -of ‘A.D.,
Rémulo Betarcourt; certaithy iexpressed -
the-feelings wof-the Wasymajority:"of the .
» working class:swhen sWessaid:that he wwas
shotked and saddened by ithe. Acidents. -
Betancourt and other comrades of -A.D, -
pointed out that more than ever it is
necessary to insist on the need for in-

. ternational solidarity between Venezuelan

wnd North -American workers and left
democrats.

Without political support from: {Umtea
States labor, socialists,-.and. left-wing’
Democrats, said A.D., we would have
been less suceessful in carrying oh contin-

- pous resistance work against the Pérez

Jiménez dictatorship. And without the
solidarity  of - the uNerth -American -work-
ers, we shall-niot:be table to preserve and
strengthen democracy in Latin America. .
Neo- eolonial .or- semi-colonial area can
hope to achieve independence and democ-
racy without help from the working class
. ¢of the imperialist country. This is true of
the United States and Venezuela as-much

<.

Buit:avhile “the leading:‘bureoucracy ~of
the P.C.V, is hopeless from the revolu-
tionary ‘stantpoint; the ‘party'srank-and-
file:--are “splendid: -Because~ A.D. -is still
‘dominuted largely- by sidealist - reformists,
and sis @ multicclass: party; sin which -the
-voice of -the': petty* bommsie’ i#s very

strong.- the Stalinists succeed -in drawing -

' darge sections of the students.and working-
-glass youth into- Aheir-ranks. Many. of the
-best, ~most -devoted - and. revolutionary
young workers . of the . mnfry join- the
PL.V. Unless the. Marxist.-wing of AD.
~succeeds in 'gcm‘mg -control of she party

-and. in ottacking -Stalinism -from-dhe Jeft,
- «»" peasoniry against United States economic - gue R.CV. is. likely-to continue extending -
' - its -influence umeng young- mqhhmrns.-i

THE PRP

A smallzgroup of Bett(}omums:tg at- :

tacks theé Stalinists: Fxorh: the point S6f
- viewof proleterian intermationylism. This

- group; which betweett 2945%and 1048 *val -
“organized endexthesiaiticvf “Préleterian -
Revolutionary. Party (Commumst),” on ..
‘many _poirits follows the Trotskyist: line

without, however, bei fliliated with
the Fourth Internationa “Theé g::en;p hag
a strong “economist” tendency, ie., it
distrusts pafliamentary politics and be-
Ileves in -direct industrial action. One of
its’ leaders, Rodolfo Quintero, is influ-
‘enced by De Leonism (he has just pub-
“lished “a ‘biography of Daniel De Leon),
and sympathizes with the Socialist Liabor
Party of the United States. The other
leaders, Luis Miquelena, and especially
Horacm Scott, are ¢loser to Trostkyism.

At present, this left communist group

does not form a political party. It limits

itself to the trade union activity, and
controls the “Bus Workers’. Union. It en-

joys a great prestige among Venezuelan

organized-workers,

: arﬁ(ﬂe, ertt%
’ '.fox‘memdxplo?n&.
. 'com'es_;joildﬂn’t in
“Well'Khown “Marsian ipassages “about the
.. abolition of classes,. thé’ W'xﬂlermg dway

The group might be expected to join
A.D.:and work politically in that party’s
left- wing. But apparently it feels thatits
divergencies with the¢: right "wing of A.D.
are too'great to makeany sort of organi-
zational unity possible.

The Policy of
National.Unity .

Venezuelan political life has been dom-
inated, ever since the January Revolu-
tion, by the slogan of National Unity. The
four main parties—Christian Social (CO-
PEI), Radical Democratic (URD), PCV
and- AD—feel that a united demoecratic
and anti-faseist front is the only possible
basis for resistance against imperialist
oligarchi¢’ counter-revolution.

In practice, this "national union™ meeans
a sort of "peacefol -competition.” The
four parties refrain from attacking each
other, and in %ime of crisis they issue
joint democratic stafements, but - each
party tries to extend its own influence in
the fields of public admiristration, #rade
unions, control of the press and public
opinion, etc. ldeolegically, .each of the
parties triés to 'instill its own "content™
into ‘the form of notional wnily. Both the
national-bourgedis ond the jower-class
parties agrée on a program of greater eco-
nomic nationglism, of land reform (but
how much ‘and "how scen?), of defense of
civic liberties;” of -economic planning “for
industrial and: dgriculturdl ‘ development,
of slum- cleararice; struggle against lit-
eracy and deVeIopmeni' of the counerstde.

The- provxsmnal government junta,
composed of three military men and two
civilians, has fulfilled its promises so
far. In constant contact with delegates
of the pohtlca‘l partles, ‘of - the labor
unions ‘and of various othér prefessional
associatiohs, it 'has ‘reestablished civil
liberties, purged the administration of
Pérez Jiménists and corrupt 0ﬂ“1c1a]s, en-
couraged  the growth of labor unions,
undertaken emergency measures to fight
unerployment, - resestablish “diplomatic

~relations with democratic courntries “with

which Pérez Jiménez had broken. The
government hws alse undertaken the first

What Would Karl Marx Think of Russia?”

'_ W]iﬁﬂ“ “yotld "Karl Matx think " if ke

© ave¥e th Vistt ‘Rusdia” “toda§T Tn ‘welcohie

welief o the usuak material dealing ‘with

“¢“Marstism® Whicht one“finds ‘in the ‘daily

presy-these. -days, the "New: York Timet
Mayagine for Aptil 27 éarried-an ‘artidle

© “Tf Marx Visited Mostow: ’Poda'y—f” with
a Subeadink' “Commititisin’s™ ‘prop’het

would: find *the '‘Rutsia builf in His"nathe
far 2diffefent from " theé Clashles: s, “unex-
lp‘lo?ted "society:he “e'nvisaged

. That dboit wes the! ‘substari¢e of the
by “Thomas P. ththey,

Moscow: ‘Whitnéy guotes

of the state, the end- of wexploitation wof
man by man, and. the basis of compen-
satioh-Tor ‘work - perfox'meﬂ ih ‘g workers’
state a5 well® ‘45°in a fully developed com-
munist-society: To all this he contrasts
the "Soviet" teality, with 'its class struc-
tute and differentiation, totalitarian rule,
and’ éonstant increase in thé size and
weight of the state.”

Of coutsé, Whitney is not a Marxist.
In fact he appears to regard the rise of
a new ruling ¢lass as a hopeful develop-
ment in Russia:

"Thé ‘fact, for ‘excmple,” . he writes,
“"that Soviet society is & class sociefy,
that it ias a big und growmg upper class
which ‘domindtes ‘it, ‘is socuologncu!ly nat-
ural and évei inevitakle. And it may, de-
pending upon’ !iow ?hcf "élass condicts it

and Asddciated Press -

steps toward the establishment of a na-

" tional economic planning board. b,ase& n

the" planning .organization of. countme"g
like India, Bolivia, Ceylon and Indonesia.-
In the ﬁeld of foreign trade, commercial
treaties .are being concluded with ‘Giéat
Britain and Yougoslavia, in:an.attempt

, to break out of the present bilateral U.S.-

Venezuela trade pattern.

ONE CANDIDATE

An electoral law has been drafted by an
inter-party commission. Elections for a
censtitutional government will take place
at the end of November this year. Al&
four parties will ‘probably "agree on 3 -
common-presidential -candidate «of - demt-
cratic bourgeois tendency

The danger of o counfer-revolu‘honary
coup d'état, directed mainly against A, D,.
is ‘ever presenf ‘Thére ‘have -been severef
bad scares in +he ‘course of the' past few
months. Prominent darmy leaders have -sud-
denly ‘been hustled off to diplomatic'posts
in far-away' countries.’ The twod tiviliah
‘members  of ‘the -government junta ‘heve
resigned :dnd-have been replaced-by: e
other -civiliahis. The “cabinet las “beeh ‘re-
shuffed. Aldrmist rumors are pemsfen!.
United-States -and European:resident busis
nessmen ‘scream -acbout thé: Colmmmm'
menace, and foudly wish -that -good old
YP. J." were back. ‘A few strikes have

roccured and several firms have been forced:

to raise wages to a .nearly human level;
That, of course, is ""communismi:™

Against. the danger, of counter-reuolu-
tion, the working class stands firm and
alert The proletarian’ housing districts
have kept the ﬁghtmg-squad organization
which was created in January, In every
crisis or coup d’état scare, the workers
immediately react by making molotov
cocktails .and piling up stones. Soviet-
like block and district committees .con-
tinue to exist and to issue warnings to
the reactionaries. Thé majority of - the
worKing class supperts A.D.

EXHORTATION -

A.D. will not break the pact of natlona!
union, since such a break would almést
certainly provoke a coup d’état. But the
party - does exhort the working” ‘class,
peasants and lower middle -class: to “be
vigilant “and ~to ‘present  demands for

higher: wages and for -energetic social: a!ew e
- forms:

Thé" Veriezuelan people are 'the‘r'efefé

- justified in looking at the future ‘with

hopé. A continuing “national unity" with-
in which the influence of organized 1abior,
of A.D.:andof the poor classes in generai
is grewing, will ‘mean. the “consolidation
-of bourgeois democeracy. - That “mewifs
greégter “national “independerice;’ Hguidse
ttioh 2of ‘feudal’ remnants; and & vise dn
thepeople’s staridard: s of Jiving unded
econortic planning. The ‘working-dlass: is
in the forefront. of -the strugplesforithw
teglization -of the “bourgeois” revolutmna o
ary-pregran,

' slt? furnish-Yhe-foundation for interivet sos:

<ial stability -and prosperity-—and perhaps -
also in the long vur for o fess-aggressive,

-Soviet Uwion in international life. Aikes.

wise,. the  existence of a powerful: ‘shade

cppcuhu in-the USSR ‘is hardly a reasoin: ]

in itself for condemnation of the sys!lem.x

‘Thé ‘Mdrian Tdeal of Withering “dway

¥he state was ‘never: more ﬁcn « )
cnywcy. :
The

ideas contained -in that 1p,au't-

‘graph spotlighit’a- goo&*”&‘e&}*o? hetamnibi-
_g:uzty and confusion in the attitudeés tg- . °

ward Russia and its society-which* ‘prés
vail  in ,capitalist-minded circles, - and¢’ -
which influence the” devélépnient. of ‘their -
policy with regard to Russia. Althougl .
they fear the Rubsian Wuling class, andt;
understand that the extension of its ol
0 other countiies invalivks ebhé’ﬁeﬁmma-
tion of capitalism, there remains a f

ing that these solid citizens in their hm—
ousines in Moscow at least should be- thqt '
kind of peoplé avith whoméhe can reack:
an accommedation, unlike men who ar#:
intent on bnngmg into existence-a- really
classless society in which there will brb
no exploitation of man by man.
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* “Page Four ’

Marceau Plvert S Polltlcal [ estament
Traltor Guy Mollet Must Be llnmasked

V4 \

The following communicatipns have
been received from the staff of Corre-
spondance Socialiste Internationale, the
magazine edited by Marceau Pivert un-
til his death this month.

\ - /

Dear Comrades:

Our comrade, Marceau Pivert, died
during the night of June 2-3. Exhausted
by the'struggle which he had never ceased
to make in the name of the oppressed, he
continued the fight to the very end. The
two texts which we enclose were dictated
by him during the days preceding his
death—they are a sort of testament.

In the name of the comrades grouped
around. Marceau Pivert, in the name of
a life of exemplary militancy, we ask you
to publish these last lines for the infor-
smation of your comrades.

Fraternally,

The Staff of Correspondance
Socialiste Internationale

P N
(The following are the last two polztwal
statements of Marcean Pivert referred
to in the letter above.)

~ /

Paris, May 27

The political policy of the Party lead-
ership since February, 1956, could not
but lead to two results whxch we spoke
_of from the very beginning:

1). ‘A reinforcement of the totalitarian
tendencies of the colonial bourgeoisie
which is unwilling to give up its last

. great domain of exploitation and natural
wealth to the rightful control of the Al-
gerxan people.

2) The demoralization and disorienta-

"hon of the democratic and. proletarian -
"“forcés which'are alone capable of finding

" a peaceful. solution to the- problem of end-
ing colomallsm in North Africa.

'\ Today, each one of us must know in

" which camp he fights. For us, the choice

has been made from the very beginning.
We are at the side of our class, the last
" bastion of democratic liberty. If the Com-
.munist Party is called to play a decisive
role, that is not our fault, but it is not
_-alone, it must not be left alone through
. the failure of the authentic democratic
and republican forces ..

Thus, the opposition within the SFIO
must play a dynamic role in every sphere
in unmasking, at whatever cost, the capit-
ulators and traitors who make pact with
Gaullism. In this task, it will find at its
-gide men of character and action, politi-

_eal formations close to it, and those trade
aunionists who have not forgotten that the
emancipation of the working class is the
task of the workers alone.

* Today, May 27th, de Gaulle already
apeaks as if he were head of the govern-

.*'k***fk***********‘k**********
New Edition
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ment, of the navy and army. But there
remain those who obey the command of
their class.
e
Paris, May 28

The traitor Guy Mollet must be un-
masked before the Party. It is no longer
possible to coexist with one who has cho-
sen the cynical service of the bourgeoisie,
who prepares its military dictatorship,
and yet is the official representative of
a workers party.

Even from a point of view of simple
democracy, we must scrutinize this “man-
date” which he has. The mere fact that he
wrote to General de Gaulle at the moment
when he was recognized as leader by all
the.insurrectionists is a political act of
incalculable consequences.

Who are the members of the Bureau,
or of the Directorial Committee, who

were cognizant of this initiative (even as -
the president of the Committee was kept -

in the dark)? If there are such, they too
must be considered as traitors. All the
rest of the members of the Bureau, of the
Directorial Committee, of the Parliamen-
tary Group, must immediately break off
all relations with this citizen Mollet. For
example, there should be a dramatic res-
jgnation of the Committee in order to
demonstrate their disavowal of this ac-
tion and their indignant protest against
it.

There is at least one accomplice in this
business, and that is Jacques Piette. Now
we must cast some light upon the charac-
ter, the origins, the antecedents of this
person who played such a troubling role.
in this affair.
~ In all the sections and federations, any
militant who has not disavowed the trea-
son of the secretary general of the Party

must be considered as unworthy of mem-.

bershlp in the socialist movenllent

We must recreate a- tru]y soclahst and

‘démocratic Party; we must demand the
aid of the International. A representative
of the International should be sent to
France to help reveal the truth about all

of this, and to assist in the rapid recon-. |

struction of a truly democratic-socialist
organization,

fContinued from page 1}
direct conflict with the French working

class in an attempt to put the heaviest bur-
‘den of its continued prosecution on their
shoulders. The alternative is to get work-
ing class support for a head-on attack on
the colons as a condition for ending the
war by granting independence to Algeria,

So far, de Gaulle has sought to balance
-himself among all groups in a cloud of
ambiguity and compromise. Everyone
recognizes that this tactic is designed to
gain time while he gathers the reins of
power in his hands. But once the gener-
als have been brought to heel; once the
insurrectionary committees in Algeria
have been tamed and disperSed, then
what? Sooner or later the outlines of a
program for France will hive to enierge
from the clouds of glorious rhetoric.
When that day coifies, another erisis, and
atiother opportunity Wﬂl present itself bo
the people of France.

MORAL DEFEAT

" The ab111ty of the French democracy,
and above all of the workers, to prepare

themselves for that challenge is clearly -
in doubt. The powerful Communist Party

remains as a grave menace.to.democracy

in the very heart of thé French working"
class, The democratic and socialist forces
are confronted with the problem of gain--
ing the support of the Communist work- .
ers for the struggle against the forces of :
reaction without at the same time form- :.
ing an alliance which would nge the CP:

itself a powerful role.

The problem is further complicated by
the serious moral defeat suffered. by the -
Socmluf Party. i#s mest powerht feader is -

in' de' Gaulle's cabinet, and played o key

; role in negotiating his advent te power: Itg '}

MARCEAU PIVERT

By HAL DRAPER

The death of Marceau Pivert stills one of the last voices of authentic $0-
cialism in the French Socialist Party. With him, too, goes a chunk of history.
When some of us were just getting into the socialist movement 25-30 years
ago, Pivert was already embattled as a leader of left-wing socialism in
France—a fight that he prosecuted with varying success and effect, but which" [
he never gave up and which was never outdone for its honesty and integrity,
for its devotion to the best ideals of the cause, and for its self-sacrifice. This
was true when he fought for the left in the SP; this was also ‘true of him as
leader of his left-wing party, the PSOP, before World War II.

He was truly the Grand Old Man of the SP left. And not only of the SP
left: specially in latter years, with the shameful degeneration of the party
leadership under Mollet, Pivert worked with every genuine socialist and
radical tendency still seeking to go against the stream in France—with the
Algerian national revolutionaries, particularly the MNA; with the Union de

la Gauche Socialiste (UGS);

with the Spamsh POUM -in emigration; and

others. He and the comrades around him in Paris steadfastly made their voice
heard with their independent magazine, Correspondance Socialiste Interna-
tionale, which never pulled its punches for fear of Mollet’s authoritarian inner-
. party campaign-of expulsion, suspension, intimidation, or isolation of évery real

socialist left in the SP.

At the same time, Pivert never made the slightest—not the slightest—
concession to any variety or degree of pro-Stalinism or of illusions gbout Stal-
inism. In the-context of the French situation, this is more remarkable than
most Americ#n socialists can probably appreciate.

In the face of a party degeneration that increasingly became a horror to

~him, Pivert never became a tired radical;

he never retired from action; he

never repudiated his revolutionary socialist views and past; he never moved
to make his personal peace with the forces of society against which he had

_fought all his life.

In his politics, Pivert has stood consistently for the Third Camp—revolu-
tionary opposition to capitalism as to Stalinism and Russian imperialism.
Literally up to his last hours, he was still thinking, writing, advising and

planning in the same spirit.

I last saw him on May 15, two weeks before he died, and two days after
the reactionary coup in Algeria—when his doctor was allowing him only two
hours a day out of bed, to save his heart. That day, the Stalinist youth had
been pressing for a joint leaflet-manifesto with the “young Pivertists,” i.e. the
Young Socialists of the Paris region who followed Pivert and who had recently
been suspended by the Party. Flat on his back, rallying his physical forces,
he talked for hours with three of the leading youth—explaining patiently, for
example, why they should not s1gn a political document together. with .the
Stahmsts even while partncnpatmg in every action together with all opponents

_of the reaction, and from this going on to discuss with them some of fhé bigger

’ problems of the struggle ahead against. the antx-,socxahst t'

1tors . who were

guttirig the SP* from within,and who, a few days later were evén to come out
“for de Gaulle. He was not bitter; for he was teaching anothér genera.txon,
teachmg them to be revolutionary socialists.

That is the plcture of Marceau Pivert which remains with me. -

Parliamentary delegation split wide open
on the issue, and the majority which stood
steadfast against de Gaulle until the end
was unable. or unwilling to impose disci-
pline on its minority led by Mollet.

Actually this tragic debasement of the
Socialist Party could be the beginning of
a re-united and re-vitalized democratie
socialist movement in France, provided
there is time in- which to rebuild it. The
ery for the expulsion of Guy Mollet and
his closest collaberators issued by Mar-
ceau Pivert from his death-bed (see else-
where in this issue for the text) may find

an echo in the SP. A showdown in these

cireuthstances could lead either to a re-
vitslization of the party as the center
of a genume ‘socialist reproupraent, or to
its serious reduction -as an obstacle to
such a dévelopitent in ‘sorie other or-
ganizational framework.

The tinie "eleent remains anyone’s

Death of Fourth Republic__]

guess. De Gaulle has no fascist move-
ment at his disposal with which to bat-
ter down all opposition. While the army
may seek to play an analogous role, it
is-ill-suited to such a political task. Some
dramatic step would seem essential to
maintain the prestige of the great man
who steps in above parties and classes to
restore the glory of France. But it is
quite possible that in the actual circum=
stances the drama will be more in the -
realm of histrionies than of history for 2
few months at least.

That is not a long time in which to
recover from the moral defeat suffered

‘by the Socialist Party and 5¢ the French
-working class.as a whole. But a cautious

reading of history warns. against count-

ing the working class of any country

out, even teniporarily, until it las suf-
fered a décisive defeat. That has not hap-
pened in Fra‘nce
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Association of Polish Students

Unique Organization of East European Youth

By PAUL GERMAIN

One of the most interesting and unique organizations on the East
European youth and student scene today is the Association of Polish
Students (ZSP). Described as a “student trade union,” the ZSP was or-
ganized by Polish students for the improvement of their economice, social
and cultural conditions-of life. It claims a membefthip of 100,000, out of
Poland’s national student total of 130, 000.

For many years the Association
of Polish Students was completely

“under the heel of the Stalinist-con-

trolled youth group, ZMP. How-
ever, with the rise of Gomulka, the
Association experienced an imme-
diate gain in power and popularity
among the Polish student body—a condi-
tion that exists to this very day, despite

. the numerous political pressures, rever-

sals and compromises that have befallen
the more “liberal” and “revisionist” ele-
ments in Polish political and cultural
life.

 SUPPORT GOMULKA

The ‘ZSP has.- been rather successful
in repellmg all attempts to discredit it
as an “anti-political” organization, by
pointing to its support of the pro-Gomul-
kaist National Unity Front in local and
" national elections. According to the Feb-

" Tuary 10, 1958 issue of the publication
" Zyeie' Warszawy, it appears as if the As- i
soclatlon ‘has been upheld by the authori~’

tles, in “its insistance that an organiza-
- tion dédicated to the furtherance of stu-
dent interests must be involved in many
" mctivities other than those of a purely

political character.

At the conclusion of the ZSP’s national
congress last December, an “All Polish
Cooperation Committee of Youth Organ-
izations” was ‘established. In this new
Committee, discussion and activity co-
ordination of all Polish youth and stu-
dent groups will take place, but- individ-
ual group initiative will be maintained.

In a well-documented article on “Po-
land’s Angry afid Un-angry Young Men”
(Problems of Communism, May-June
1958), George Sherman, East European
correspondent for the London Observer,
‘has some very cogent observations about
the ZSP:

ACCEPTS LIMITS

“The success of the ZSP is attributable
to the faet that from the start it recog-
nized the limitations on its field of ma-
neuver. Its work has been undramatic,
but has concentrated precisely on those
areas most vital to its members’ well be-
ing [student exchanges, tourism, student
canteens and restaurant concessions, pro-
posals for reorganization of the state
scholarship system, student and gradu-
-ate unemploymeént problems, ete . . .

“Beneath all this actwnty lies a really
‘democratic organization. Free debates
and elections .ate.conducted, . In the
Gﬂansk Pglytechnic Instlfnxe e
ine student parliament has been estab-
‘lished with tremendous response. . . . It
constitutes representative self-govern-
ment, including a responsible executive
committee, ten parliamentary cemmis-
sions to supervise specific ZSP tasks, and
a student ’comt.:Judging from the pub-
licity and praise given this experiment,
such student parliaments may well
spread throughout Poland.”

As for the ‘ZSP’s pro-Gomulkaist atti-
tude, mentioned previously, it dppears
to be based on the following hne of rea-

¥SL Fund Drive Nears T op

Against considerable  odds, the Young

Socialist League Fund Drlve neared 80

per cent of its goal. Although the drive is

“ officially ending, every indication points

to an over-fulfillment of quotas.
Several factors worked to prevent ful-

fillment of the.total by-'the end of the-

drive. The recession was, of course, an
- elément of ‘sonie importance. But even
more crucial Was the change ih ‘the
cbmposmoh of the YSL. Over the past
year or so, Guite a few of the older et~
bers of the orgahization had been “gradu-
. ated,” and the numbéer of studerits has
- been on an. increase. Part of this process

was the orgamzatmn of units. in Denver

and. Seattfe which are- almost ‘exclusively

composed of hi‘gh schOol stutfents angd col-
This meant that

lége undergraduat"es
the resources of ‘the membership de-

clined, even as. the numbers . increased. .

Even in the face of these dlfﬁculmes,
however, there is eVery mdlcatwn that
“ the final total. wﬂl be niet. )

The Denveér uhit (included in the “At N

" Large” quota bécause the unit: was~not

- chartered: at the start of the drive) re- -

ports that it will be Sending its' money
" along. Albuquerque, which revised : its

- original .quota upwards, should .makerits

- full-total. Ifi ‘Buffalo, members ‘who will

" be off campus-during the suirimer will'bé *

. able: to : expand: their -contribution.  The”

" Bay. Areaunit’ reports--that it will- be

. sble to. meet; ity final. quata'. And there

-:_.Albuqﬁerque Sesmanientond
&1e still’ funds butstanding . in’ New: ¥ork:~
which:should” finds this;the Jargest wnit .

of the YSL, makmg its quota.
These additional contributions should
make the goal of the fund drive—but it

. cannot be stressed how important they

are. The unity perspective of the YSL
remains in force and opens up the pos-
sibility ‘of a really major socialist youth
organization in the Fall. We have every
hope that this will soon be a reality.
‘Givén this sitiation, the need for funds
is even more imperative than ever before.
For such a development would mean
that the YSL would make a big financial
eontribution to organizing, and building.
_ In short, We -are almost successful.
G1Ve' Malke the last twenty percent!

WHAT' CE P

P:ttsb‘urgh et . 50° 1.

New Haven ... . 60 . 60.

Westehéster civnniiiivnninn. - 10 - 10 .
“NeWw York ...iieeorecennene. 620 b48: -
Bay ‘Area . 125 .96
" Seattle ... . 75 - bb..
Los “Angeles ....icnisecuanens 50 - 31

‘ Chiedgo sossrreesssiiasiesecrranses 200 - - 120 -~
‘Buffalo ... . 25 10
At-Large & N.O. ............ 150 36

incl. Cleveland, Bm:z B

. St Louis,. eu.)-", N Cten

Total. v, 41450

- genu-"

soning, given to Sherman by a Warsaw
Polytechnic student:

“The outcome of the Polish October
was determined by the Hungarian No-
vember. . . . In October 1956 no one
knew how the popular demonstrations
would end, and we were desperate enough
to fight for our rights. Then we saw what
happened in Hungary. Now most people
feel that nothing, absolutely nothing,
must be done to weaken what limited
independence and individual freedom we
have achieved through Gomulka. .. .

ATTACKS PO PROSTU

“Of course, theoretically we all believe
in freedom of the press ... and we sym-
pathized with the eﬂ"orts of Po Prostu
to keep things moving after October [but
Po Prostu’s uncompromising and un-
subtle ultra-radicalism, after the Hun-
garian debacle, no longer suited the
times.] Po Prostu went too far for our
situation. It would have died a natural
death through its loss of popularity.
However, once the government did ban
it Iast October, the so-called Po Prostu
riots could have been avoided—if only
the police had not moved so quickly and
so brutally against the initial peaceful
demonstration.” )

" Sherman_gathered in talks with many
other students that the above explana-

tion generally summed up the prevailing .
_‘attltude toward Po Prostu and its dowri-
‘fall, Indeed, Flora Lewis, wife of N. Y.

Times Warsaw correspondent Sydney
Gruson, interviewed scores of Warsaw

Polytechnic students right on the heels .

of the Po Prostu riots. Her findings, pub-
lished in the N. Y. Times Magazine at
the time, correspond to those of Sherman.
Warsaw Polytechnic was the focal peint
of the demeonstration.

The rather positive and optimistic at-
titude toward life, by the ZSP leadership,
is 4 most interesting phenomenon. It
contrasts quite sharply with the mood
that envelopes practically all other cen-
ters of Polish youth. This mood has
been varlously described as “degenerate,”

“escapist,” “pessimistic,” “Bohemian,”
“aggressively anti-political,” “mtellectu-
ally nihilistie,” ete.

. Young Socialist
CHALLENGE

organ of the Young Socialist League, io
a regular section of Labor Action but is

‘under the sole edltorshlp of the YSL.

Opiniorns expressed in signed articles by
contributors do nét nécéssarily represént
the views of the Challenye or the YSL.
. v 4

Youitg Socialist teague
1T8 Wt 14 Street, N.Y.C.
Ehncloved 15 $..oovvieeerrnnnins

rontribution te the YSL Fund
" Drive.

NAME

- ADDRESS

g

" (Make: checks wut to- M. Martin)-

' _ence._in- the” Associated Students- of 1

: larger community. . L

NO ALTERNATIVE

These attitudes, says Sherman, reﬂect
the dlscouragement bred by dlslllusmn
(because of frustrated hopes for quick
and dramatic change), and res1gnatlon
(because of the recognition that there is
no realistic political alternative to Go-
mulkaism at the present time. )

He concludes on this note:

“Quiet optimism pervaded all of the
writer’s conversations with ZSP leaders.
They have assumed a special attitude to-
ward the dictum ‘more work, less talk’
which may portend well for the future.

“‘All right, let shoemakers make
shoes, and politicians make politics,’ said

- one of the representatives, ‘We know we

have no choice. But we do have a feehng'
of freédom around us, and that is what
we wanted most Now we are using it
where we can.’

“Whether or not this attitude will
spread to a signifieant sector of thinking
youth, gradually dispelling the’ prevaﬂmg' :
mood of disillusionment and resignation,
is impossible to tell at this Juncture. But
at Jeast the slow road of step- by-step
advance toward limited goals, frustrat-
ing as it may be, helps a portion of the -
youth to keep up their hopes for the
eventual realization of a fuller hfe and -
a freer Poland.”

CUor waskinoTon I
Dem. Socidlist Club

Has Banner Season

The University of Washmgton Demo-. »
cratic Socialist- Club . (Anwvil Club) is

_completing its first acadequ year of -

existence, and it has been a very. successs
ful and fruitful year indeed.

To give some indication of the re-
sponse the club has received from among
the student body, there is the attenidance
at forums: forums were held once a week,
with average attendence of 20 at the be-
ginning of the year and now up to 50.
The last meeting, with Ruben Rotondaro,
a student from Argentina, speaking on
“Nixon’s I1-Will Tour,” drew 110 stu-~
dents. Other meetings have had Prof.
Abraham Keller on “What to Do to End

"The Nueclear Arms Race,” and Kenneth

Kurihara, visiting professor from Rut-
gers, on the recession.

Further, the club and its members
helped 'in' initiating a widespread discus-
sion ‘on the nuclear arms race, which
culminated in a large open air. meeting.
at which seven students and one profes-
sor aired their views.

Activities this year were rounded. olf’»
by a workshop on "Politics and Public At
fairs in the Age of Spuinik.” The- Unl-'
versity Citizenship Clearing House spon~
sored the workshop in cooperation with-
the Democratic Socialist (Anvil) Club, the
Young Democrats, and fhe Yourig, R’e‘pﬁbﬁu
cans. Fifty-five prominent fucuﬂ'y fiems
béré aid private individuals parficipated
in H:e 27 round Yabie discissions. The ﬁ“c-b

e réle of the poité

¢a, |u¢emle delmquency. diurma
rights, thé fdber méveméit, poilhccl parc
Hés, dnd: fuhictioni .f the itudeit pﬁme‘ﬁa
¢lib.

The club, like all campus orgamzatlons,
faces many problems in the future, espt~
cially that of replacing the membeis
who graduate.” But their mood :is ex&

<treme1y optimistie, they are pesitive thal

the voice of democratic socialism will
continue to be heard on the University
Washington eampus.

And more than that: the Democratﬁ
Socialist club feels that “the new atmos=
phere on campus concerning polmcs opeﬁs
enormous opportunities to us to make
club the focal point of a. liberal er.pro&
gressive political movement on campa&,

University. of : Wahmgfon and -

»
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_l;'Dz'/;ﬁng a brief visit to Yugoslavia this spring, com-
rade Hal Draper “had: a- series of talks with various
Qovernment and party officials in Zagreb and Ljubljona.

“FHe fdllowing, which ‘deals with the concrete relations-
“Between Workérs’ Councils, tradé unions and the party
inYugosldv industry, is-excerpted from a detailed write-

“#p of these conversations. We bélieve this article should
bo -0f ‘the greatest interest to anyone concerned with
“the reality of ‘“workers’ administration” under Tito’s
Nadtional Communism.—ED.

~

" By, HAL DRAPER .

"From .the .government .Information. Officer in Ljub-
T}ana we were passed .on.to the corresponding official
in. Zagreb, a gentleman named Branko Raic. We gave
Bimr a rathier long list of represertatives we would 1iké -

s

. to-meet,’ and ‘he actually arranged for three of ‘theése.

hit afternoon we went t0 see the president of the city-

" ‘omniittee of the trade unions, Ico Simeic.

Thée most interesting. part of .our talk -dealt. .with

: intrafdctory relationship between. (1) trade union, (2)
1 ,workers .council, and (3) party, cell. He had .made: the

- standard ¢laim that the Workers Council is the “man-
ager” ‘of the factory.

“If that’s so,” we .asked,. “then why is there a need
fer trade unions at all, in your .cpinion It is the same -
wotkers in a factory who elect beth the union.and the
Weorkers Council. According . to ‘what you say, on one

" day they elect a Workers Council te manage the fac-

tory, :and on.another day. they elect a trade umion. com-

_mittee to defend their interests against. their managers

" (We made clear the question did .rot refiect our opinion,
but was intended to elicit theirs.)

His answer was in terms of the danger of bureaueracy .
in the Workers Councils: If‘thé Workers Couneil ;gats -
bureaucratic,-then the trade umion can step in and.rems=
edy the situation.

“But.ithere :is thé same-danger .of bureaucratism in

the trade union itself, toc, isn’t there?”

—“Yes.”.
“And in the.same factory,.too. What then?”

“A worker may write to the trade union organiza-.
- tfon-+ outside, -and say: Come in, things are bad. But

- thig werker ‘would be afraid,- otherwise, to attack the

" buréaucraticdendership at meetmg 86 the trade tnion
“@ffige outside can sstep in -and change the‘ situation by .
calling a meeting at-which this workér cah get up and .

- writicize”

" Plight of Criticul Worker

“Bitt -suppose “this critical worker, at this, meeting,
yamains-a minority, ‘and the leadership is net-changed..
-3¢ will ro pretty bad -with ‘him For ‘having ;spoken:.up,; .
wen?t’it"” v

Siicic 8id ‘not 'seem. willifig.. to' carry . thisiflie: sof;
" thigirglit Further: 'We were touching on the dieant:-ofsthe
jusolutile. problem of ‘how the dangers of bureancratism~
‘gould bé. turezm:ranc:ﬂly prevented. ‘So' I raxsed the :$64 -

_ Question:

'\

““Ih this same f:a.cxoryﬁ~ whxch has its. trade-aniowand -
- its _Workers Coundil, fhere is, also. thé party wellsiTHe: »
- deinger. of, ‘buzeancratism . apghes thére tob.In faetyit
. tHé. Workers Couneil-and/or. the. trade unien thane be-.
nem&blu!eaucratxc, it ‘is haxd fo.tHink '6f this happening -
umless the party cell \is invdlved tov.” (Simeic visibly
_-geermed: to assent) “What. theén -is the role..of “bhe“party
cell:vis-a-vig the othér’ twd"" -

... He: started to.answer in terms: of the orthodox cant.. .
ffhat theé party js an “jdedlogicl SoFee;” but he readilyiv:
" agreéd that it was.not:just. aguestlon 6% this; . the.party.:

" géll was the organized: force. in. the fadtory. "He wolun-
eeped- the information thit thére were even bad..cases:
‘Whére, in”Wisrkers Courcil élettions, the CP,gelldizectly. .

f éhn%e,*he candidates ‘instead.of. Just “gdwpcating!! its. .

a;ndiaates .at:the. workerd’.megtings; .. .

U “Piven-£he.party pellsis.the bey force inthe. factory?
Supmse:a mﬂwrawasonmsed,mihemlxcy of the party--

- seellson same.factory ;prablems, would it be possible*for—
d\ﬁmmﬁommev B LEONP ,,ofua wm:kers 1o oppose this

m&” o

“*a'd Have To Bé Crazy”

Simocic’s S PORLBREONS. reIPOnsE, Was-2 gem: “AE ﬁam’am
d:im lasvs are-toncerned-tecould.de.it,dbut he’d-have to
rbé erazy.y

- We @qﬂamedwsomeihmg tabout: the aight of factlons
“m certain demovraticoumions-dn the U: 8. He was inter-

cestad; 'Wé were ercovraged-torge ona

ARG it amounts to -thist that hére in the Yugoslav

factory, the party céllis thé only -organized group..You..

" Adiow.thé power of) organization. Nobody else can get
 Y%ggether; pucl their e&orts push together for a policy,
*pfopagandrze, ‘ete. .

We et the point hang, since it 'was time to quit, but-
* it avas ‘clear “where -it led: In peint ‘of fact, the uneasy
Ielatlorrshlp inside ‘the Yugeslav Tactary jells only be-

*‘euse-it-is held together by the party eell; whi¢h domi-~

" Tates all. The substance ‘of ‘the vaunted “economlc de-
“mocracy” is- merely. that — they-hope —'the Weorkers-:

5 Councﬂ and trade -union . structure’ will provide safe-

I’lta. Realm

guards -against -excessive -bureaucraey; when-the-situa-
tion locally gets so bad that an SOS to the outside
world might be enough.

Here is the best place to tell the stcry of ‘our wvisit to
afpreselected Factory and its Werkers Council, arvanged :
by ‘Rajc.: Wé :drove- to. the plant . he +had: ichosen, the
Nﬁapn]eddclothmg fagetory, making Teady*to-wear gar-
ments. For about three hours we talked with the presi-
dent of the Workers Council in the plant, Ivan, an ex-
trovert “aperator” type; the. plant secretany, a young.

“but - grim-looking ;. habchetman type, and ‘ldter .on, the-

party cell secretary.

This was our only conversation through an interpre-
ter,.and it was as unsatisfactory in this respect as we
had expected..For any question of any difficulty, Raic
would engage in an -extended consultation with :the two
plant people, working ,out the -answer;. and then he
would summarize .it. Often, after a .considerable con-
sultation, we would get.only an empty platitude as.theé
summary,

Weorkers' Counci! Set-Up

We started: on the Workers Council setup. 1 empha-
sized- over-and over +that I.didn't want repetitions -of
the :formal theory ‘but wanted to know ‘concretely ‘what -
actually happened i practice in this:factory.:

For example, how. was the Workers-Council -elected?
A list (slate) was -drawn up and voted-on-at a factery
meeting.-—Had there ever been meore than one list pre-
serted for vote in:this factory?—Yes, about two years
ago. The weorkers in-one department had thought that
the: offitial Jist-hadr’t included enough people from their.
department, ‘so -théy’d ‘got up a rival list. There were
(Ivan sstressed <heavily) no différences in policies, in
politics or any wiews invloved in all of this.

Iri this factory, the election for a'‘new Workers Coun-
cil was-tue next week, April 13. The trade. union execu-.
tive had brough‘t in a list of 72 for a committee of 59,
but ‘now -various departmental .meetings had . added -
nominees to the list so that it stood at 81..The -depart-
ments did indeed exercise their right to add candidates-
to the official list.-

But these candidates can .also..be. stricken .if ‘the
other departments object, even before the election.

“What!” we asked, “how can :the other departments
deprive one, depa,rtment of the right to keep .its duly
nominated candidate on. the_ballot.?”

“The majority. rules;” they calmly told me;:

“Very ‘well,:the amagjority rules in ‘the -¢lebtion; the -
majority-can defeat him-in the-elettion itselfi-*but why
not let him:be:a candidate?”

“The- maJorrty ‘decides; that's democra’tlc, isn’t it ?”
theéy repeated.

Making ;a-Mistake

When I.pressed the problem in another question;:Raic »
abandoned. lus\xole as. 1Merpnc&rmn¢5hazply told-mez
“I think. you're making a mistake. You're trying. to..
compare one.system.with another.” We politely pamtsed
out ithat_although .we .might "have mistdken views on
‘the: subjéct of.«democracy, right now. we were merely
trying .fo. find..out..what their democmey was hke in -
politics. or any-views involved in aliof ithis. .

We eontinued:I -elicited the -informmtion that in “thls ~
factory the-following icase had occurred in- 1954: A

department had nomimated as candidsateca mmn ~whe: .
- {they-40ld-me) would have putisthe dnterests:of-his des:-

‘partment .ahead.of the factory:as~a mhole.. Al ithe ideé»

‘partrfients Tad dlready held their “meetings; when people.:.

found ithis.sman’s name on fhe.list. :The otier-departs:

‘ments were reconvened in second-dreetings ‘specialy:dn-: -

orderto-vote-to-striké the iscreamt’s mame from the:
b}iﬂbt -

 The decisive fact. is.that ut:4hese. meeﬁmgs voting
s by open raised. hands;. whereas m\ftm}eétmn Hteelf)
‘the secrecy mf the ballot- is maintaineds? Thik' is “whyr
the mefnace s name cnula not thealivwed to: gorinto“the <
’hs’t"‘

We. asked 2 .whaole. (serieswt‘b ‘eskibhs o Pwhether: <

any differences over: elections~wefesever~bised 6r-muts.
#ers.of palicy-oriviews or opmxonsm*prbgmmmrpnm«

: xses;@rm}mthsrrthe)vwem only purely personal matters,
With the strongesi emphasis; and:as-if it werea point. -

-of pride; ¥van anitthe plant maawxepemtﬂymm&w
thedt it ‘was only-and-ever the:seceril. Never:any ques-

tion of choice bétween one candlidate advecating . .one .

thing, and another advoeating-another thing. His. reacs.
tion and gestures were such asto say that.if.this were. .
othérwise, ‘it would 'be a scandalous thing to admit. .
We went back to the 1954 .candidate who.had..beeii-

stricken off the list: On the buoks was a provise.that..
a .petition .with .10..percent of ‘the workers could..get..a .-
candidate on thé-Jist; kad this candidate tried .to..de..
that after being stricken®?

The three of them, Ivan, theplant secretary a-nd—uRa—ic;--
exchanged talk' back and forth for quite a -bit - before
Raic summarized the conversation: “They say ~they’re-
not interested in such matters, and so they don't know.”
It was a long chinning party for such complete lack of »
interest in the only case in their experience where they
had had to mobilize their wholeapparatus t;ostﬂke down
a candidate.

We then rdised ‘fherquestion «of what happens in- the
case where there are rival lists,.as two years ago. _The
workers first vete as between the two lists, in a pre-
Jiminary meeting (we were told); then in the election
itsel, only thre victor 1ist is presented, and eliminations
from; this:list take placeon the basis of it alone.

This, we pointed out, deprives the minority, who
presented-the-defeated -list,” of the -possibility -of having
any representative at all on the Workers Council. Thexe -
is no possibility for minority representation?

It seemed impossible to get them to admit that the
idea conveyed a meaning to them. They blandly re-
peated: “Majority . . . demoecracy. .” "The green
plant seecretary "made«one of \his -not wvery frequent in-
terventions: with this. : -argument:  “Why -allow: repre-
sentatives.-of Ithe minority - on- the. Workers Council
when, since they are a minority, they could not carry
out thelr ideas anyway?” He leaned back in triumph,
sure that it was unanswerable.

While .-we :were -talking about -this matter, Ivan sud-
deénly ddshed - .out—for - non-political purposes, we
thought; but in a few minutes he was back and an-
nounced a “correction”: The vote as between the two
lists took place in the final election-.itself, not in :a
preliminary vote.

All of this brought another discussion of “MaJonty
decides.” When we started to ‘express the opinion that
this' ‘was net-the complete content of 'democracy, Raic
for-the sevond time switched roles in .order to say:

Dictatorship of Proletariat

“Haven’t you heard there is a dictatorship of the pro-
letariat .in Yugoslavia ?”

“Yes, but I want to know what you mean by dictator-

ship, of the proletariat here, so I ask these question to
find out. Surely that’s all right?” We went-on.

When 1 next-broachéd the.role of the party cell in the
factory, they .called in the: party 'secretary to .join.the
discussion. He—a . cynical- rising-bureaucrat type,
youngish—was the party -secretary for-the whole fac-
tory; in addition: there -were also secretaries for the
party cells of each of -the factory’s .five departments.

It was explained that the party secretary at the me-
ment was without a party office in the factory, becanse
of lack of physical space,-but. that: normally, as in

other factories, the party would have its own -office
there. As it was, he conducted the party’s business. from
his desk in the factory’s norm department.

We asked about the party cell’s role in the factory s
life vis-a-vis the other two institutions, trade union and
Workers Council.. The secretary grinned broadly and
said: “Give him the 200 pages of the party program.”
We said we'd read them, thank you, but weren’t ask-
ing -about its program but about its actual activities in
this factory We got an answer in platitudinous general-
ities like “political education,” ete.

“Concretely,” we asked, “why is it necessary to have
such.a big apparatus in the factory: five departmental
secretaries, ete. 7

“Well, we take up the problems of the departments—
hénge. th.e department secretaries.”

“What.do you take up that the trade union’ ’s depart-
mental organizations can't or doesn’t “take up?”-

Though:: there was .a crisscross. of. talk .among..the
four of them we could get no answer. threngh Raic, .50
tried another ‘tack’

“For,example, in..the \coming ‘Workers Council:elec-
tion here, .does the.party cell :make. up.itssewn dist- fer
the Council?”

We got answers like: “Communists, of course, partici-
.pate in the election,”, and.“When the:T.U. presemtsithe

- lidt, Communists_slst: express.their opiniomAike- every~" -

one. else.” ‘Byhwery strenuous:-questioning, ,we~did.get
thésstatement-thit before the T+ develded o 1ts ‘Hst,
the party cell had discussed it. :

‘“His: thereever ‘been any disagreetment o1 ‘&ﬁfefenee

between the party -céll’s list-and the traide umon’s .

Answer: there' were- sometimes: d1scussmns .en. this .
man: or-that-=he ‘wouldii’t “call ‘these disagreenients. oT
»anféremces but. they alwiays managed to'a

Where ls *Socialist ‘Alfiance”

1t.theén sccurzed fo 'us that-here was vthe paity 'Seei‘é-
tary, ,hnt theamtmailyhthe Commumet Leggqe” -is-met

T ,pax:ty. ‘but: an.. “Idenlogmal” club, ~wheréag-the rsingle A
party-oi.this one;party. state/zs,thev sa-”cailed Somahﬁt -

Alliznce, -the political front.. .
d mskeds - “Thﬁre"nswmvorganm mf t

...Commu- -

nistsLeague in this-factory but: mﬂﬂrewe amorgamza-
hem, of-the Socialist Allignce ¥

_The: party: secrétary’s reaetion’ Wa%as*ﬁ 'this*wma'n
xutkerly.onansensical-ides. - “Né, ithere st 1o ‘organizatidn -
of: ke Botialidt: Aliamce inany- tfm:tory, lt?has terri-
torial -branches onty?* - '

“Why doesni*t ‘it orgamize-in thé- ‘factory 400 ? pr

“Yotr-see, it"s a mass organization.” °

“So” why doesri't"this mass organization organize. in
the factory?”

He answered, .te'xt'ually “But it would have mo pur-
pose, .nothing to do,” spreadmg hands’in .a wondermg
gesture as. if to say, “isn’t that obvious?’”

“But you said :a moment age that.the Communist
League.exists to further. the 200 pages of .its program.
Well, .the Socialist. Alliance has its ewn program,. toc.
‘Why doesn’t it further it.in the factory?”

“But. it has. eight million members, it's too big . .
‘has. weaker discipline, it’s not so well organized. .. .

“How-many of the workers -in this factory ‘are mem-
bers of the Socialist Alliance?”?

{Continued on next pagel
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The Pre-Convention Committee on Other Organiza-
tions has fully investigated, studied and considered
various organizations. with. whom Socialist unity has.
been proposed and situations under which the affiliation
and joining of groups of members may be effected.

Included in ‘these are the situations and. proposals
relating to:

1. The unity with the Jewish Labor Bund.

-2, .The ingathering of some of the other language
groups such:as: .

. (#); The Gzechoslovakian-Social Democrats.in Exile;
(b) The Friends-of Austrian Laber;
{¢) The Polish-Secialist Alliance;
(d) The Latvian: Secialists;
(e) The. Finnish- Secialists; and
(f) The Italian Soeialists.
3. The re-unions. with
(a) .The Socialist Party of Connecticut; and
(b) The Socialist Democratic Party of Virginia.

4. The invitation to and. acceptance of the members of
groups of independent socialist affiliations:

{a) The group centering around Dissent magazine;
and
(b) The Independent Socialist League.

The Jewish Labor Bund

“The matters pertaining to the:Jewish Labor Bund are
dezlt with in a seperate report, unanimously: adopted
By our Committee.

.Miscelianeous
- Organizdtions and Groups
. The remainder.of. our Report represents the endorsgd
and recommended. action -of the majority of the Commit-
tee membership.

The ‘Foreign Language Speaking Groups:

" With regard to the octher named foreign language
speaking groups, we find that they are all friendly to t:he
SP-SDF and are genuinely inspired by the unity which

, V S . ®
Yugoslavia —
7 S {Continued from page 6! ‘

" They didn’t know. A lot? A majority, anyway. “So
why not organize these workers to push the program
among the others. ., .?”

Who Are "Workers Leaders’

It was interesting to note the occupation of these
- wsyorkers’ leaders.” Ivan, the Workers Council president,
was a production engineer. The party secretary worked
in the department drawing up the norms. The plant
secretary; of course, was not a worker at all, but re-
sponsible for the operation of the concern.

" An interesting relation: the norms, setting the pace
and rewards of work, are theoretically subject to ap-
proval by the Workers Council. Here, the norms come
down to the Workers Council straight from the desk ¢f
the head of the party in the'factory; amd it comes before
the president.of the Workers Council who, he said,
“plans the production system.” It is easy to see, in this
factory which Raic selected for us, that a worker who
saw things-from a somewhat different angle, namely
from the bench, might well appear to these worthies
a8 a.menace. . ) .

Then. for. about a half-hour we all strolled through
the .various workrooms of the factory. One walked
right among and around ‘the .people -at work at the
benches. We were walking with Ivan. :

. 'Werhad gene. through two workrooms and. were in.a
thizd -before we realized that a strange thing was-hap-
peining. Here -at our-side was .the president -of the
Workers -Council, freely and happily ~elected by the
overwhelming if not-.unanimous vote.of his enthusiastic
fellow weorkers——and not a single worker so much -as
" said -hello, -grected him, addressed .a word to him, .or
eyen-so -much .as acknowledged his existence! In the
third .workroom,.a .man standing in the middle ‘of the
" floor-exchanged ‘a couple-of friendly words with.him.
We-.ingnired: this was.the foreman. In a subsequent “big

workroom, Ivan, passing two men standing by the
windew (who may eor may not have been “workers)
slapped their backs, and they greeted him pelitely in
- réturn. Jdn. another workroom, for the first wnd-only
time; one worker Tooked up. and exchanged a friendly
word with him. This was the entire score. There were
-geveral hundred workers on the shift. , :

" As we drove back with Raic, he -did not go Trito the

- standard song-and-dafice about the great economic de=’

moeracy vrepresented by the Workers Cotm'cils: W’e
. said, referring to ane of his remarks at the factory:
“Spo you think one shouldn’t compare systerms?”

.He replied with generalities about “different condi-
tions,” and concluded: “We hope that some day we will
be able to come to your standards [of democracy] t08.”-

I .said: “I'm thinking of democraey not just as a
goal but as a-methed—a method, now, of doing what we
~want todo.” . . ) L
" ‘His: reply, entirely amiable, was: “Democtacy as &
- method ?- Let’s. gt talk about metaphysics.” - . '

= :

our party has already accomplished. They have various

and respective internal and other problems of their own.

"Conversations should be continued not too long:after
this convention, and it is hoped that this phase of the
further unification 6f the forces of democratic soetalism
in the U.S. will. be on the way toward: accomplishment.

In.the meantime, a developing closer relationship to
the Party is indicated.

‘Re=Union of
~ State Organizations
The Social Democratic Party:of Virginia
.In the matter of the re-union with' the Social Pemo-
-cratic Party of Virginia, it has been’fonrnd that the loose-
ness of its own erganization will require some further
preliminary work before the situation will-be erystallized

to the point where thé necessary -and antieipated results.

of organic union and integration into: the Party can be
achieved. . .

However, many. of the leading members of the Social
‘Democratic Party of Virginia are now members of the
Party and it is confidently expected that actual merger
may not be unduely delayed. ’

In the meantime, we heartily recommend close coppera-
tion with the Virginia State Organization. '

‘The Socialist. Party of Connectieut
-As @ result of several intimaté contacts with the Soc-

ialist -Party of Connecticut, our Committee has been
advised that. at the first oppbértunity, Comrade Jasper

- McLevy:and representatives of the Connecticut.Socialist -

. State Organization will'visit with our national officers on
the. guestion of the merger 6f the Socialist Party of
Connecticut into the national SP:SDF. C

‘The Commiittee recommends that the convention en-

- dorser and extend warm invitation to the Socialist Party

.. of Conneeticut back into the fold of our united Party.

. Groups of
Independent Socialists
“The Dissent Magazine Group

"There has been maintained -and established a close
and friendly contact with that segment of independent
socialist thought and sympathy which is grouped-around
the editorial board of Dissent magazine. .

Comrades Norman Thomas and Herman Singer have
been added to the list of Dissent magazine contributing
editors. : .

Several leading figures identified with Dissen{ maga-
zine have spoken around the country during recent
months at various meetings of the SP-SDF. Likewise,
Dissent magazine forums have been organized in several
cities and members of the SP-SDF have been active in
most of these. _

It is recommended that this working together:be con-

-tifiued and-where possible, furthered. -

The Independent Socialist League

The ISL membership presented our Committee -and
puts. before our Party a unique and interesting as well
as challenging situation. This has received from our
Committee:close study, intensive investigation and earn-
est consideration."'We feel this merits a detailed report
as-basis for our recommendation.

The 1SL.has indieated and declared that it sees-in the
-SP-SDF and the unity which we have achieved, the pro-
mise for the re-creation. and sueeessful re-establishment
of a meaningful and effective democratic soeialist organ-
-jzation:in. the U.S. . .

'Our investigation:and study and our meetings, formal

" and informal with outstanding and leading figures of
the ISL disclose:and establish: .

(1) During almost a score of years, the ISL has:been

steadily evolving ‘and moving from their prior organiza-
_tion viewpoints. Today, as is amply -established by their
writings -and statements, -private and public, over the
“past number of ‘years, the FSL represents and supports
a ‘truly democratic socialist ideclogy.

~“(2) In their most, recent national convention last year,
the TST, formally resolved and declared their readingss
‘to dissolve their own organization 'so that thelr member-

ship can be “fiee to niake’ their ‘tegpective individuzl

-applications for ‘menibership in the SP-SDF, pledging
“therriselves to our principles and binding themselves o,
‘the diseiplinesand control of-our Party; on 4n equal basis,
-rights and reSponsibilities of membership in our Party.

() They seek, however, in light of these assumptions
"and suchi ‘pledges, that none of their members, so apply-
ing for membership in our Party, shall be under ‘any-dis-
abilifies ot objections becduse 6f theif prior affiliationy.

{(4) 'Their semi-monthly publication LaBor AcCtiow .
. and their quarterly magazine THE NEW INTERNATIONAL .
will be put. at.the disposal of our Patty, to be used, - (ot .

discontinued), as to our Party may appear best and most
-advisable. . S

. (5) Their members, when admitted into our Party,
will be distributed among.and throughout our respective
state and local grgan_izatiqns,,fa_s now we: have. them-

established and #s we may in’the. future charter and ..
erenté: themt. In this respect they will be treated. even

as all; new: members are troated. Pursuant to the estab-

‘the: party.

tien

lishgd rules of the Party, they will not be eligible for.
official place or designation in' the legistative and" gdmin-
istrative committees-and offices’ in-the!Patty, until” they’

shall have. proved themselves, under time veguirements,

“as is. provided as. a limitation upon all. new members:of

(6) ‘The Youug Soctalist League, (in'their‘affiliatiom

“an -gutonomous :group), 'will +be integrated with c6ur

“Young- People’s. Socialist Leagne on such basis-as:witl

ISL- and’ the YSL'is to submit themselves and~“devote

“their energies toward'the re-establishment of a 'livey

significant and important ‘democratic socialist méss,
movement, under the banner éf our Party, in 'these
United States. ’ B

(8) It is observed that in the membership of the'ISL
there is a relatively young group, with. proletarian and'
intellectual status and experience’ of a rather high order..

(9) It is disclosed that many of their members are

recognized favorably and. hold places of trust and res- -

ponsibility in the organized trade union movement, at.
all levels from the shop to and including internatienal
union representatives.

(10) The impression-is that here is a membership.

active, .dedicated and devoted:to the laber and. socialist

-mevements, which can:prove of considerable value:-and, .
assistance toward' the upbuilding: of the:growth: of -our.

Party.

'(11) The general membership of the ISL, *arou%md\z-the}._

country, have for the past number of years, even'befote
our unity, cooperated with the Sceialist:Party in further~

ing-and supporting the public ‘work and 'activitiessof: thes -

Party; and .

(12) Since the Unity Convention of the SP-SDF, some .

“of' the: outstanding members ~and leadérs of: the ISL, as
'well as -their geéneral membership, have actively ~anid

‘ constructively participated in, cooperated with and: sap-

ported SP-SDF forums, meetings, and'the like, with/the

same zeal and application ds though they were imdéed

members.

‘tend’ to acheive: the- best- results:for the upbuilding aff ;
“our YPSL movement.

(7) “The ‘declared objectives of the members 6fthe

Your Committee is fully mindful of the history, in 411"

its aspects, of the last many years. Your Commiittée is-
sensitive in considering the challenges and opportunities

that face the SP-SDF. in its declared and dedicdted’ .

purposes to re-unite all democratic socialist forces'in'éur
country. Your Committee appreciates the needs to estdb--
lish our Party on a proper footing so that it can $tartd
shoulder to shoulder with the democratic socialist forcés
throughout the world. Your Committee indulges no‘illa~

Party to adequatly face vis-a-vis, the anti-socialist forces
of the country and the world. :
Accordingly, your Committee earnestly .
RECOMMENDS THA', in furtherance of the pro-
gram initiated by our Unity Convention of 1957
this Natiornal Convention ‘of our united SP-SDF-
extend comradely: welcome: into membership, in ouf .

Party, to all of the present members of the -Inde- .

perident Socialist League, who will make theif

-sions about the task ahead to prepare and develop'the -

applications for membership in-our Party, under the .

- program submitted -and set forth; - -
and further )

RECOMMENDS THAT, ‘the incoming Natichal

‘Executive Committee, directly -and throvgh fs+fdle-

gated officers or committees, immediately take this.. =

matter in hand so that there may be promptly
achieved the expressed purposes to britig thege Bo- .

cialists, from the ISL, into active memberhsip’in eai

Party. . =~
" Respectfully & Fraternally subtiitted,

COMMITTEE ON OTHER ORGANIZATIONS -

Minority Amendment on ISL

“The Committee ‘minority is'committed, as is the Pa‘nt%
‘to achievement of unity of all demoeratic socinlistsinthe

. US.A. Believing in ‘an all-inelasive socialist party,-we..
would not exclude: individuals simply betause they are
‘mertibers ‘of another organization today: Thus we-do; mof.

ask a convention detision excluding-members of the IS8T
from such a Party. But we belive that any deeision for -

. unity is premature and iH-advised, beeause.” . - ...
1) reports frovh variotis séctionis of the ‘countiy s, -

dicate divergences in types of ISL groups, some of which -

are.new.and.some of WhicH have a Ifetime experiemee iy
“groups alien to ours, .. . . .

2) the proposal is actually not to ‘take in mdfwdhafs

but to take in alk members, that is, the group,

that the ISL has yét clarified its own positien. Bt

" 8). we do not Kelieve, on the basis of our bwn studyi - -

differences exist oh the advisability of unity with 1

Party.

ISt Thé effect of the apparent anity Would be & &m&e&

We theref_oie fecommend that urtil the S‘bﬂlfapenmrs—" :

tions, particularly that of Lénifiism, are elarified, no: ge-

4

be taken. eithés to spprove. ér te disprove of unityl
- with the ISL. .

of distrust of. the: position of the, IS, serious, Paﬁz L

o
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tinguishable from it. They urged .delay
until all such matters could be clarified.

" Majority supporters expressed their
conviction that the ISL sought admission
for its members into the SP-SDF genu-
_inely to build a united, broad-socialist
. movement and that it had no intention of
organizing itself as a group or caucus
inside the Party. They pointed to the
. fact that ISL members differed among
themselves on a host of questions likely
to arise within the Party and conse-
quently would not automatlcally all as-
sume the same point of view. The SP
and ISL, it was pointed out, had coop-
_ erated in many cities amicably and to
. the benefit of the socialist movement. The
spokesmen for the majority indicated
that they too held, as the minority, that
" Leninism was akin to Stalinism and in
'thxs respect they differed ~with ISL
spokemen. And, although they disagreed
with the ISL on its own assessment of
. Lenin and Leninism, they argued that
- the ISL was not Leninist. The ISL, they
strongly ingisted, was a democratic so-
cialist group that believes. in democracy
_as the only road to soeialism and the
only pohtlcal system under which social-
ism can ex1st Its members are active and
agressxve many ‘have respected posxtmns
- of trust and leadershxp in the labor move-
ment ‘Their joining.’the SP-SDF w111
help. rebuild the movement.

NORMAN THOMAS
Norman Thomas reminded the dele-
gates that he had not been “the ‘subject
of eulogies” in the ISL press but neither
in the Forward. No group was more ef-
fective than the ISL in criticizing the
Russian regime; none was less likely to
- ydeld :control to Communist Party sup-
porters: It is sincere in its atfmtude
toward race relations and civil rights;
none was more consistent in its fight for
demoeracy and civil liberties for all. It
"js integrated in the labor movement; it
has. proved itself in ]omt actions with
the SP-SDF. “The task is not to hold to
‘the sanctity we have but to strike out-
* ward. . . . If we hold ourselves as a kind
of . arlstocracy we are in for trouble.”
What is important, he concluded, is not
some doctrinal statement on Leninism
but good faith and comradeship.
- Summarizing for the muionfy. Gerber
~ asked, "Did we reaily mean unity when
we united the SP and SDF? Do we really
* want to recreate the organization or just
" 4aitk of it? Now is our chance to show it.”
The choice. he said, was between a pure
- private club and "a movement adulterated
“with people.” We must be prepured to
- move quickly when the opportunity arises,
. he pomfed out. We have the chance to
_‘take .in hundreds of trained people and we
mus_t seize it.

-"'REFERENDUM
. After the debate was concluded, and
“the voté taken twenty-five percent of
“the delegates petitioned for a referendum,
and in accord with the SP-SDF constitu-
’ tion the convention decision will be sub-
’mltted to a membership vote to be con-
3 cluded in about five weeks. Until then,
any a;;phcatlon of the convention deei-
is'delayed. Seme. minprity supporters
confident,  that. the convention
overru}ed and. hinted, that. ‘the
i n ma;onty was, “afraid. of th.e

il}-of the. moermbershi

SLer&. Ine any-case;; the “decision . is
1 g of the :membership. of the

Papanek; ‘Hans

m
E Mems Polin, vid ‘Rinne, and

turn,. re-eleet:ed Frank ' Zeidler chair-.
of the Party,

" Others: -maintained-that.an,

proper comradely: at-

: for- the-entry -
p}’xere was-to be-created for: ry -one: spxnt to:angther, ,totmlrg dlﬂ‘event in -

“tone; came almost as an. unnoticed: rou-’

N
sipossible to- predictithe .- ting,. even. tbopgh 12 speakets partxcl- . i

‘vbtmg\,butx most Panty;j_~'- ated:in:

mcfom roucv DU domen

)_edman, Gus:. Gerber Darlmgﬁn,l.,
1tchen Loeb‘ ‘Dave. ,McReynolds :

-r-change in pohcy debated at length by 14"
,speakens and. adopted by a‘vote of 29-17.

‘Smith. - The National . Committee; - {
and elected Darhngton .

Meet

leaders are confident that the 'member-\
ship will uphold the convention.

@
ISL AND YSL MEET

Immediately after the convention ac-
tion, a special joint meeting of the Na-
tional Committees of the ISL and the

Young Socialist League met in Detroit

and voted unanimously to accept the
terms of the majority resolution. The.
ISL National Conmimittee gave full au-
thority to its Political Committee to con-
sult the membership and take steps to
dissolve the ISL if the referendum up-
holds the convention decision.

Max Shachtman, national chairman of
the ISL, expressed gratification at the firm
convention majority for socialist unity. At
the same time he indicated that he could
understand the doubts expressed by those
comrades who were not prepared fo vote
for unity with the ISLers at the present
time, even though their doubts were ac-
tually groundless. Unity, he added, is not
always easy to’ achieve; there was a fulr
and square discussion, he emphqslzed and
now we are eager to work harmoniously
wiﬂl all eomrades in the Party to rebuild
a strong movement, regardless of what
position they may have taken on ‘the ISL
at the convention.

At the joint ISL-YSL meeting, dlsap-
pointment was expressed at the section
of the convention resolution which pro-
vided that ISLers must join the SP-SDF
as new members and consequently can-
not serve as convention delegates for two
years after their admission. Shachtman
agreed that it would have been more in
keeping with the spirit of unity if ISL-
ers had been granted the same rights as
SDF members who dated their member-
ship back to their joining the SDF. But,
he added, if such a measure served to
correct the misapprehension  of those

_who feared that the ISL was a simply out

to “capture” the. Party, it was a justi-
fiable concession on-our part to facilitate
the achievement of unity.

RESOLUTIONS

In the course of the SP-SDF conven-
tion, the Resolutions Committee reported
briefly on.a variety of subjects, some
resolutions consisting only of a few lines,
including statements on Ghana, Israel,
South Africa, France, Foreign Policy
and other questions. But none. could re-
ceive adequate attention in the time avail-
able at the convention and none had been
clarified in preliminary pre-convention
discussion. It would be impossible to
judge to what degree convention action
on these questions corresponded to any
generally accepted position of the mem-

bership or even to a more or less con-

tinuing or stable Party stand.

This characteristic was perhaps best
illustrated in the resolution on foreign
policy which calls for the immediate su--
spension of production of nuclear wea-
pons by the United States and for rec-
ognition of Communist China and its ad-
mittance to the U.N. There would be
nothing surprising here except that less
than 18 months ago, the proposed SP-
SDF unity statement on foreign policy
was of a totally different stripe; it looked
toward the “clemocratxcally estabhshed
military, agencxes” of ‘the cap)tahst, ‘world
for, de

man‘% policfes 2 a “more. socialist ’un.der-
_pinning and direction.” This’ change from .

.. But-electoral poﬁcy Wag«aw cage- ot a-

dxﬁerent kind. Here, in a. resolutxon, re- ..
;ported out by Norman'. Thomas,- chau’man - P

of --the Resolutxons ‘Commiittee, was .2
conscxous, .deliberate . and lmportant

“in ” past” years, . the - Soctdisf ?crfy

strained -efforts ‘amd ‘stretched resources
~fo run-its own cundldcfes. i s!ridly for-
;badc pcrhelpchon ‘of "any " kind by " SP -
- members-in the ofd partfies ‘and barred sup-
- por¥ for-ony- sandidates ‘running’ on - their -

nse, agamst Russxa. and; sought,,

hcke\}s
ADA and even the Liberal Party as rivals
and prohibited SP members from hoiding
dual membership within them. The SP fried
to act like a major party in strict compe-

54 caiegonzed groups like #the

tition with all others. The convention

changed this policy.

The effectiveness of SP -election cam- .

paigns has diminished over the years
until they have become a hollow formal-
ity, winning few votes from the elector-
ate and rallying few members for elec-
tion activity. And, although there was
decided opposition to the new policy at
the ~convention, no one though of pro-
posing a new round of intensive SP elec-
tion campaigns.

FLEXIBILITY

The Resolution on Electoral Policy
called for flexibility and experimenta-
tion. “We face a peculiar. difficulty in
that we must recruit and rebuild our
movement at a time when, for various
reasons, we are in most cases unable
to offer potential members an_ electoral
alternative, although we do present the
more basic alternative of a sane society.
The situation calls for flexibility. in the
electoral policy of the Party. It means
esséntially that we must ‘recruit Demo-
crats and Repubhcans—or people whose
electoral allegiance will remain to those
partles—prowded of course, that they
agree. with basie socialist goals and. pol-
icies. We must encourage a flexibility of
electoral approach which, while not com-
mitting the Party as such to support for
old-party candidates, can consider social-
ists or other independent candidacies, en-
trance into primary elections, and action
by individuals in support of labor or
avowedly progressive candidates.”

The resolution attempts to grapple
with a genuine problem, not easy to
solve: how to make it possible for sup-
porters and sympathizers to participate
in elections and still preserve their role
as socialists. -

Those who were for Hue msoﬂuhon
underlined the need for socialists to find
their way into real political battes. Those
who were against emphasized the cop-
ruption, conservatism and reaction of the
old parties and warned against_supporting
their candidates. Both had part of the
truth on their side.

WIDE LATITUDE

The resolution gives a wide latitude
for Party members to try out almost any
individual policy but it fails to indicate
what the Party itself prefers. It permits
members to run in old-party primaries
and to support old-party candidates. It
allows locals- to run independent Party
candidates as before, or to support non-
Party mdependents Virtually any com-
bination i now permissible and it was
this flexibility that doubtless proved at-
tractive to a majority of the delegates,
for each could vote for it and be allowed
to pursue the course that he thought
best. This fluidity, this decision not to
impose a rigid and uniform policy from
above upon all members and party groups
is necessary now to hold.together social-
ist tendenciés of -different kinds within a.
united movement and. at the same time
make it possible to recruit to the move-
ment unionists and. radlcals who. might

_support a socialist. movement. but who

are, not. prepared to break completely
frou; the. Demoerattxc Paxzy and; oppose

it- headgon. Ex:om this.. pq_m.t of view, the: sp
r.esolutlop faclhtates the constructxon of .

.8 umted movement. .

oﬁ&ﬁl&yum&d&p«ﬁy candi-
But it il hcﬂ’cs by mmben are
dl . And

nomndanplyfon&yaﬁmmr
vhon

' DILEMMA

it ‘kcws o big. void in: .Puﬂy'

- "dxspensable miéasures- to: unﬁy the move-.
- ment “and they sought . New .~ways: ita.s
“The crux of the dxlemm of soclakst— spread . socialist’ influené

'elecbonal% pohcy ¢an. be~ summarxzed “in

nity——

these facts: The socialist movement is
terribly weak. The labor movement is at
the peak of its power, organizing the.
majority of the industrial working class.
Socialism can become an effective force

in politics only with the support of the
working class; but right now it is in-
capable of offering genuine political lead~

ership to this class. Organized labor
continues to support old-party politics;

more accurately, it supports the Demo-:

cratic old-party politics; more accurately,
it supports the Democratic Party. Social~
ists. must look toward the labor move-
ment; but they must look beyond the
Democratic Party which is supported by
that labor movement.

Previously, the Party tried to pretend
to be what it could not; it came forward
in the elections ‘as though it were a
significant factor in politics and within

the*working class. It called upon the elec--

torate. No one listened; for the Party
today cannot command such. attention.

TWO APPROACHES
With this in mind, and realizing that
the. new resolution permits all kinds of:

tactics, we can envisgage two. opposite -

approaches both of which would be just,
as futile as the old.

1. Party members can go deep into the
Democratic or Republican parties, par-
hclpa'le in primaries and supporf old-
party candidates more. or less like ordi-
nary liberals. All kinds of arguments might
be adduced to bolster such a view by ils
advocates, but its main tendency. is inex~
orable. Socialists would tend to become
ordinary liberals. The individual, perhaps,
gets into "practical” politics; but socialism
disappears. We would qualify this harsh
judgment only to this extent: a man al-
ways active in old-party politics whe
comes into the socialist movement but
continues to act as before inside the
Democratic Party, has made encouraging
progress in the right direction. But a so-
cialist who goes into the Democratic Party
merely to carry on ordinary Democratic

politics, has moved in the wroag direction. .

2. On the other hand, Party members.
might become active inside the Demo-~

cratie Party and in its primaries and yet
change nothing. Suppose, for. example,

the clear banner of the SP-SDF is raised .
in Democratic primaries just as the SP

was once put forward . independently.in
the regular elections. In that case, noth-
ing has been achieved except to alter in a
somewhat confusing manner the loecale
of previous activities. The problem is not
where to participate in politics but how,
with whom and toward what end.

LABOR PARTY » S
In our view, it is perfectly correct to
. allow the greatest leeway for party mem-~

bers to try out different lines. Ag.the same
time, however, the Party is ,é_n’htled to
exercise its moral authority to orient its
supporters. Socialists should look toward
the formation; of a new, independent

party based upon the labor movement and '

their electoral ‘tactics should serve that

end. At every stage, they should seek to-
participate in politics together with the..

labor movement or sections of it, to push

it forward against; the old-line party ma-

chines, and stimulate such political strug-

gles as lead, in the end, away from the

cpahtlon of-: New Dealers and Slave Deal-

3

'ty.and towgrd a new party It was' thls;
irit tha

is: ¥ha | Pcﬂy. 'os Such,- - ne

was; genumgly; encoutagmg

ulx the: copvuﬂaon;
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