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Socmllst llmty I( ey to a Major Brealf through For Socmllst Ideas in America

By H.'W. BENSON

New mterest in-socialism and a, fresh wave .
- of hope. are apparent, not as a curious accident-

but; we are confident, as part of the new mood
of our times. :
* Only. yesterday, McCarthy  was declaiming'crude_ly
against “twenty years of treasonm,” classifing his ene-
Tnies from red to pink, all subversive, pro-Moscow, and
un-American.. The world of liberalism-and democracy
looked on with passive perturbation and few dared to

- risk his unpredictable ire. That is gone. We are far from
‘the atmosphere of truly free democratic.discussion, but
‘the wheel is turning. Increasingly, people speak out
boldly for democracy. Supreme: Court decisions’ revg@smg

- = Fdntinistration policy reflect a new- spirit- abroad: -

Then, there loomed. the. imminent outbreak of a third

war. Everyone fled to one side or- the other or looked on

_ with paralyzed horror. Now, world antagonisms persist
but the threat of war has receded, not because of wisdom
in ruling.circles of either camp (of that there is none),
or primarily because there is hesitation before the awe-
some power of - nuclear .destruction. By now, peoples
everywhere have displayed hostility to acts of war and
‘made it impossible to line up a camp of solid support for
‘adventures by either side.

In the Korean War, world-wide protests in neufrol and
anti-Russion countries prevented the implementation of
the MacArthur policy of plunging into a new world war.
The Russion camp was first split wide open by Titoism
and then revolutionary movements in East Germany,
Poland and Hungary proved that Russia could not count
on the support of the peoples of its satellites. Simulta-
neously, the provocations of England and France' in Egypt
were repudiated by mass demonstrations.

Such was the background. And most recently, wher-
ever democracy exists, there have been popular move-
‘ments demanding an end to nuclear testing, even in
/the United States.

“Political Balance Shifting

The political balance in America is slowly shifting.
“The labor movement is united and a mass Negro move-
ment for democracy and equality has arisen. The AFL-
-CIO moves slowly, too slowly. Still, in the first years
.of unity the most reactionary, corrupt and narrow seg-
‘ment in the unions is under attack, encouraging mili-
dants in every union. For twenty years, the political
development of labor has been stalled, ameng other
things by the so-called Dixiecrat-Republican alliance in
Congress, prompting laber to cling in desperation to fee-
ble, ineffectual, self-styled liberals in the old parties.
The Negro movement portends an.end to all this; to the
.extent that it wins democracy, it undermines the power
.of the Southern Dixiecrats and with it the power of
.conservatism in the nation. The fight will be long and
hard but the outcome is hardly in doubt.
¢ Everything combines, in the nation and in the world,
to stimulate anew the spirit of freedom. This is the
-opportunity for democratic socialism.

But is it actually possible to build a meaningful
-gocialist movement in the United States? Can it ever
‘be any more than a small circle of admirable but futile
‘dissenters dedicated to private moral and ethical pur-
‘poses :OT ‘individual self<expression. Or, on the other
hand, camn.socialism make itself felt as a force in the
political and intellectual life of the nation?
 ‘We .are cerlain that a movement of influence is more
.than merely necessary in this country; it is fully possible.
o, im fact, it is virtudlly guaronteed—If the scattered social-

zists of Mcy. groups and mdmduals. act as Hlo times

i

 Why: then, is the soclahst movement so weak today?

Socialism never became & permanent major factor in
American politics - but there was always a strong sym-

.pathy for -it. Socialists were organizers of the early

Jabor movements. Socialism was a respected and power-

-ful force within the old AFL. In the days of Eugene

Debs, ‘the Socialist - Party- organized hundred thou-
sands; 'won the sympathy of millions; and spoke to
tens of millions.
1f, in the last 20 years, the democratic socialist move-
ment has remained impotent, it was not because capi-
talisnr had won total and unanimous acceptance but be-
cause socialism was shunted aside by Stalinism. That
was. in a time of mounting defeats for the world work-
ss by fascism and reaction. The world saw capi-
conemic:erisis -and depression.“Seme:radicals

Tookéd toward. ‘Russia”d1id Stalinim with” ‘hope; brat—for:

that, they accepted 2 monstreus totahtarlamsm and
called it socialism. Others, repelled by dIctatorsh_lp
looked toward the New Deal; but for that they dropped
their socialism and reconciled themselves to a bourgeois
reformism which became ever thinner,

Socialism in the United States was undermined not by
Stalinism alone and not by the influence of the New Deal
clone but by the combination of one upon the other.
Those who remained anti-capitalist turned to Stalinism;
those who remained anti-Stalinist (most, not all} turned
away from socialism. In any case, socialism was identified
with dictatorship by miilions, and they wanted none of it.

This, we believe, is all changing. We are under no
illusion that socialism will arise speedily into a power-
ful mass force, shaking off the affects of pro-capitalism
and anti-democratic Stalinism in an instant. There is a
long journey ahead; many events and political struggles
will intervene and our working class itself will have to
move toward political independence before socialism can
emerge as a truly popular movement. But, we have at
last reached the turning in the long road.

L] y * [

Decline of Stalinism

The Communist Party in the United States is all but
wiped out, reduced by increasing resignations to a hard-
ened, oversmed Stalinist sect with dwindling influence.
We all did our share but it was the working classes of
Eastern Europe that finally struck down American
Stalinism. At one blow by revolutionary risings they
demonstrated that Stalinism was openly anti-labor and

b TR

- that working class socialism was in revolt.against it. By

destroying the myth of Stalinism, they restorted the
good name of socialism. Tens of thousands .of radicals,
formerly disoriented by Stalinism, have broken from it
4and can be won over to democratlc socialism.

The power of pro- carpltahst pohtx(‘.s, of course, re-
‘mains. Yet, there has been a noticeable evolution in the
attitude of those who want radical changes, but through
the old parties. More than twenty years after the start
of the New Deal, all the big problems remain: insecur-
ity, lagging civil rights, the permanent thréat of nuclear
warfare, and now, a new depression. There is no evi-
dence that radicals are ready to leap out of the old
parties into the socialist movement; but there is a new

‘critical attitude. Yesterday, there was disenchantment

with socialism and the. dissolution of socialists into the
‘Democratic Party. Today, there is the beginning of a

-dissatisfaction with the fruits of 20 years of simple

capitalist politics.

But a strong socialist mgvemenf will not create |iself
automatically. Once, one could only wait for a turn in
the tide. Now, more is needed than the old familiar mo-
tions and habitual phrases. These are new times; we need

.a new outlopk to-make a.new start.

" Yet, we do-not, discard all that we have learned and

forget what we bave created. The movement is not re- -

quired to begin aH over-out of nothing. Various groups R
" and tendencies make up the socialist’ movement today

and every.genuine socialist group can contribute to the
common task provided that it dedicates. itself seriously
and honestly to the reconstruction of socialism. Each -

group has -been characterized by its own special views =~

and outlook and-history. Yet, no declaration of princi-

ples or program can last forever unchanged without be-

coming a set of sterile dogmas; Socialists want to -
change the world for the better. If they have not suc-
ceeded, the world changes nevertheless and with it, all -
parties, all groups evolve and are transformed. A policy.
adequate for its day, fades with time as olﬂ problems

vanish, new ones _arise and lines of d1v1sxon cross and . ..
: cmsscross. )

-—Dlspufes Ou'l' of fhe qul' By

-Some. differences in the American soclahst movement
have their roots in disputes of- the distant; past. The
movement was split ‘into fragments in two World wars;
it divided over the Russian Revolution and Bo]shev1sm-
it split in many countries when Hitler took power. In
the United States.it was. disrupted by the impact of
the New Deal as thoUsands left organized socialism and
others sharply dividéd. over their attitudes toward. it.
Bitter -internal struggles raged over the nature of Sta-
linism and of the Russian state and its wars. Looking
back, we see that crises and splits followed. by new
crises and splits were inseparable from the retreat of
world socialism and its demoralization in defeat.

But times have change. It 'is the moment to bﬁild
the movement anew.

The reason why socialists must unite today could be .
put this way: we need more than a reorganized sect or
group of sects; we neced a new goversment. But the dis-
putes and divisions of the past, even those which remain,
‘cannot serve as an adequate starting point for the po-
litical platform of a movement and cannot justify the
organizational separation of one group from another.
Those who #ry to construct a platform out of the past
are, at best, doomed to sectarian sterility be they "left-
ist,” “rightist” or “centrist." We need a lasting unity
on a basic minimum piatform of democratic socialism.
It will be amplified, clarified and developed as the social-
ist movement -enters into the political arena .contending
for influence within the great social movements.

‘What Kind of Movement?

What kind of movement shall socialists try to build?
There is no ideal form of socialist organization con-
veniently prescribed and. suited for all times. Socialism
is emerging once again from obscurity and it will have -
to be shaped by the issues and struggles of its day.
Above all, it must look toward the great social move-
ments of labor, liberals, and Negroes. The task is to
redirect thousands back. towards democratic socialism
and to educate new thousands in the course of polltlcal,
and working class activity.

For that, a movement must be broad and ﬁex1ble It
must provide the fullest democracy within its ranks
and allow the widest latitude for experimentation by
its' members and its sections without imposing rigid .
centralized control from above. It must permit the‘ :
cooperative coexistence within its ranks of various
tendencies and stimulate an active and alert interest in
ideas and in princples so that it once again can attract
the best representatives of America’s young. intellec- '
tuals. It must encourage its members and friends. to
participate in all the labor and liberal movements and
adopt statutes and tactics which make that possible.

Broad movements of soeichsm exist in Europe in the .

parties of the Socialist International and. we find milll_
lTurn to pcge IO) :
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By MAX: SHACHTMAN

The Independent Somalwt League ‘ean now
markwthe;elghteenth anniversary of it§ exxstence
as an-independent movement; ﬁrst under - the
name-‘of the ‘Weorkers: Party and for the past
- fen yéar's under its present name.’ -

“Po- tHose: of us-who have rememed banded
together, ‘not -yielding to" the: adverse . social.
winds of our time and:net-broken’ by théi;: %hese-
. eighteen years have been difficult ones. But they
have:not-been: without their -reward .and their.

- good fruit We-are not: of the:same mind: today
~pr1 every problem of ‘the working-class-and of
socialism that we were when we began. We have
made many and important changes-in-our-think-
ingin the eourse of constantly.reexamining our

- jdeas-on the basis of changing: cireumstances

and of the deep and critical réflection demanded- -
by the. long-drawn-out CI‘ISIS of “the socmhst
movemeni'f.r .

But notf{dng that has happened in- all fhlb timdé, and

Pk reconmderatwn of posmons that “we have unders

*. taken has changed our 'mind in. any -way, exc¢épt-to

LA clarify and fortify it; abbut the fundamental principles

and necess}ty [ cialism: wh‘ieh we: proclalmed swhen -
&he Werkelrs Party ‘was- founde& 1neApnl,/1940 :

Qi'igms of 'Hle ISL e ,.
-out of @ forced sph'l i

TM"pdri’y -came into existence.
iﬁe—'l—'roiskyisflmovemenf. much in fﬁe same way ‘as the
'Mfen came-into ‘existence a- -dezen” years’ earlierout-‘of
csplit “in-the -Communist -movement.: We- do not
medn to” ealbgize splits® in-the socialist-movenient; even

- . shoughidhey have so offen:proved: ievew- with- the: best

‘of will on‘betli sides, o be unavoldibie. Bot-looking- baek-
ward thiis split-has turned ‘out:to bé' a biessing in dlsgmse.
Those whé -were driven:out of. ‘the- Trotskyist - movement
by :a procedure ‘not-one whit less bureaucratic-than -that
used to expel the Trotskyists from.the Communist- Party,
4ook the -high -road-leading away-from.. ‘dead’ dogma and
sectarianism . which have for so long. helped to  stultify
socialist-thinking .and action all over the world, und above
ail. in-the -United  States. Yet, in-doing.so, we did not
dravel to: $ha¥ iconoclasm: wlncll childishiy. dellghh in de-
stroying -and discarding -the .valid along with. ﬂle invalid,
Ahe useful and applicable. inheritance -of sociglist fhougM
‘gloug_ywﬂh the:outlived and the -unworthy.. ,

" Thrown upoh - our own, without anf“a'uthorrty” to
pe!‘foi'm the functxon of thinking that devolves upon
‘every - socialist,; we were absolutely guaranteéed a num=-
‘ber ‘of ‘mistakes that. wiser, older; moré -talented and
--experienced leaders might have: av01ded "But it also
guaranteed us against one of the most fatal mistakes a
socialist can make: that of getting used to having some-

© one else—no mattér how gifted—do his thinking for

‘thim; against getting-used to answering.-all. problems by
-reference ‘to an: appropriate scriptural: quotation, to
reserving to himself only the right to.agree and:to-exe-
eute orders, or to risk: politieal. oblivion: .

The net result of this combination of guarantees has
‘been, in our opinion, a plus, and not a small or insignifi-
cant one. e

" ‘World War Il and the Third Camp

We founded a new organization right in the midst
of the ‘compleéxities and torments. of the Second World
War A more difficult time for sueh an. enterprise is not
easy to envisage. It brought confusion, disorientation
and ‘even demoralization to many, We did not use the
d,lﬁicult time as an excuse for withdrawing from social-
ist activity and for confining ourselves to quxet thinking
in a guief corner. We spoke out with the voice of social-
Jst intérnationalism and independence from' the onset
pf the war to its end. While our comrades, so many of
yvhom were -youth, went into the army and fought like
- the rest of their generation .who were called up, we gave
n‘o political support to the war.

" We proclmmed the independence of soemhsf policy
m the two unpenahsf war camps, Our break with

SaEEe P v e 0L T T wemA T noaz YT codBbe’ of sEpm T . Faaae

] ed ull such fendencles ouf of our soclullsf ac'hv:fy in fhe

Trol'sl(y and the- Fourfh lnferﬂaﬁonul served to keep us
£rém-losing our heads’.on Staliiiisin ‘when virtually. eVeny-

N

- lobor -mevement::Qir comrades seen led_xnedvhom} '-fo"ymuige

iticlear ‘that their ideas :are in:fuifest-harmony: with the-

. frie interests .of the -unions, - that tirey differ..from other

unionists only:in that they are secialist unionists” wﬂlm res

. present q: .movement that does not ‘seek h} weaken-or: res
- place cridictate fo the unions but-to:help in every possible

K

way:to achieve their own stated objectives so. that, thus.

forfified;they. can-advance io objectives of.a hlgher and:

more-durable:kind. From the-outset; ‘we have supporied:

every-union--demand, .no..matter- how :modest; defended-

every:gain, no matter how small; taken earnest-part in
every progressive..and democratici movement.inside:the:
unions;: refused to-be..silent about shortcomings: of ‘thes

" lebor movement. and: blindnéss and-érrors of its leadership.: -

- Wehave :proceeded;-_in ouy attituded toward the aenions-
from the coriception that, with-all their.imadequacies and

their -seanyy isides, they are the:principal.pillar of-dem-
ocracy .imr-the country. It:takes:litle:imagination-to. vis-

- ualize:what-would -happen to these:democratic rights:and

one: else’was: ﬁoundermg around from hysferical and un- -

reasoning antipathy to incoherent and unreasoning sympa--
thy. We warned - unremﬂmgly against Stalinist imperial-
ism when it was-allied with-Hitler, and ‘we ‘did not change
our-aftitude toward it when- it -was allied with.the- West:
ertt pewers ‘We were,-nevertheless, amorig-the first to pres

. sémbea sgciatist (mdersf&mhnge and- support of the revalus

#lonery ‘national- resistance -movements ‘against Hitetism'
and weé reinhained their supporiers. as we -stilk are, ‘when
they found: »ﬂvems*elves obliged fo extend their. sfruggle 'fu
combat conquesfs and’ oppressions of Stalinismi “~ i

Most comrades who were not in the armed forces,
weorked ‘throughout ‘the-war in the: factories- and.the
unions. It is-to them primarily that the Independent So-
cialist- League owes its sustained existence throughout‘
these years, and .owes above all the good secialist name

© it deserves. Qur trade unionists. showed thousands.of

their fellow-weorkers the meaning, so gnevously dis-
torted by others in the past, of socialist activity in.the
labor' movement. .They followed a course which was
Bying disproof of the view that socialists pursue. in-
terests separated from the labor movement and hostile
to-it. “They never allowed their loyalty to the working
class ‘and its movement to be questioned by anythmo
thev said or did. They were in the forefront of every
movement ‘to . mamtam the 1nteg11ty of the umons
throughout the war years, as they have been ° 'S '

. Was,_ threatened by maneuvers of 3

tlfe forefmnt of the: educational work in- favor ‘of inde-'
pendent political -action by. ‘thie anions. They were prome
inent and tireless in the ﬁght agginst wage-freeies and
the pernicious..incentive-pay - schemes.-
eévery’ othel progressive cause in the unions,

Roots in the rade Um'(ms

The progressive groups that took shape dunng the
war in a number of the most important unions of the
country. found “our ‘comrades “initiating them, in  their

‘leadership, or in every case warmly active in.the ranks,

especially in the.Auto Workers union, in the Rubber.

They were m_"

Workers union, in the ‘Shipbuilders union,.in the Elec- -

trical union=and Radio Workers union;.and. among the
Railroad unions. And 'we do not ever want to forget the
splendid. aetivity - of .our comrades—and our . LABOR
AcTION-—in the strike. of the Southeast Missouri share-
cr oppers; -a small battle in itself but surely one of the
‘most ‘diramatic battles of Negro people in this country
during the war.

The work dome by our-comrades-in  the broader move-
ments, the trade unions in pardicular; was invaiuable 4o
us in more than one way. They acquired an experience-and
understanding -indispensable to every socialist and to the

socialist. movement as ‘a whole. One of the defects: of

many radicals, understandable but perilous, is that they
regard the non-socialist working class and-its non-socialist
organizations not- only - from _the : outside but from -the
stondpoint of-an abstract radicalism.

This is-true not-only of many who become socialists
before they:ecome into contact with the labor movement
but even of-imany who. become socialists after .having
been in- the labor :movement for a time. Their socialist
‘political “and -edueational aetivity is often tinged—one
might almost say, tainted—by the atitude of .the:“out-
-sidex” looking down the side of his nose upon the labor

‘movement as it actually is and without an understanding

of how to help it become what it ought to be. They leave
the non:socialist worker :with the feeling-that they have

no -comprehending: sympathy for the real and concrete

problems of.the labor movement to which he is so stlong—
ly -attached; t}nt they:are-in that movement only in the
interests of an “outside” organization with “outside” in
terests that: are distinet from:his own and even alien to
them: Such:-socialists: exhaust their radicalism: in unre-
lieved. eriticism:of ‘everything:-done by the unions-as in-
adequate, false or:disastrous and in rote denunciation
of every union -official as a reactionary bureaucrat who
exists solely for the purpose of betraying the workers.
By. that token, they.quickly-exhaust their usefulness to
the labor. movement and: therewith to the cause of
soeialism. -

Socialism and Labor Movemenf

Experience, and our own conscious eﬁ'oris. qmckly root-

o Iy e

prospectsiwe have if the Jabor unions.were crushed-or
even greatly’ weakened, or if they beécame mere xnstru-

ments or vassals of the govermment. Qua. attmlde and. -

activity ‘are thérefore guided by the- long-range’aim of
helping to develop this main force for democt acy . play
the décisive part, which no other force can play in resist-
ing the retrogression of capitalist democracy, by trans-
forming it into a socialist demecraey. Under our eondi-
tions, .the first big step in this direction—and it would
be: a revolutionary. step—would: be the formation ofan
independent political ‘ party- opposed to; the existing
capitalist parties and ehallenging them for the nfrht to
]ead the riation; Qf:all the Ilbera} democratu: or progres-
twe e]ements 1n'the country; we ‘kriow ‘of” none that can
even _begm to compare with the labor mov’ement in its
O.ta;ke effectlve 1mt1at1ve for’ such a step, or in

the oc "l gnd 1epresentatlve powe1 it- has: ito maintain -
and. =tab11ze such a party. From the standpoint of isbor, .

of democracy, and of the socialist future, such a step
would be nothing short of a polmeal revolution 4r the’
United States

This basic thought has alwa\s been foremost in our
mmds,m judging the problems of ‘the.unions-in this
country,-and..the.problems. which secialists faee-dn the
unions. We long ago ceased to counterpose the- socialist
moyement to the labor movement, or to set up the former
as the latter’s rival. Socialism in this’ country wiil .ad-
vance only to the extent that it is an effective and res-
pected -educational and political force among all demo-
cratic elements in the country, but primarily and above
all'a force in the labor movement. Short of that, it will

“be a sect, a big: sect or a small one, a good sect or a bad

ohe, but a sect nonetheless And to become sueh a force,
it must’ worknot on the labor movement'but m it,

4 Revulaﬂonary Era

We live in-an: epoch of the grecfes*l' socm| -and political
upheavals in history, revolutionary in.all their. -implications
oad -comsequences:. We .are - living . through- -« .stage-in-a
rcvoluhcuou era:in which. the helpless décay of copital.
ism is. combmed with the rise of Stalinism. A moHtitude of
mtrrwte and. thorny. problems has been. produced. by. this
comhiuqﬂou. .For. these  problems,. no _thinking . socialisk
Eelives he has, ready-made traditional .answers long age
pronded by the teachers of. old. .In..any .case we lay ne

claim to pmessing all-the .answers.. But we are mvnnced '

thef-there s, a-key, which needs-shaping.and: cadjustment
for:every: specific situation and prcblem. but which is g
mazter:key .and «an-indispensable one.

It is represented-by the ideas that we -developed, as
painstakingly - and- critically as we “knew how, on- the
fundamental significance of Stalinism. Qur break with
the Trotskyist -nmovement:in: 1940 .was.‘only .a partial
one. Trotsky challenoed us, and with. some justification,

. to take a clear position on the social nature, the class

character, of ‘the Stalmlst ‘state, and not confine our-~
selves 51mp1y i our refusal to support (“defend”) Rus-
sia in ‘the war. In. the- factxonal battle of that day,»

there was neither the time, the possﬂnhty nor - the ¢li- -
‘mate for working ‘out our own pesition. After the- -split;
these all becanie available. They were utilized by all of .

us, for each contrlbuted his share of theoretical ‘under-
standing ‘and the practlca] experience -in the working-

class movement without which -theories dry up- mto

abs‘c1 actions,
Socialism and Stalinism

These ideas can be summed up in'these werds:

Stalinism is not a form of socialism, not even:a -primitive
form *'suitable for- backward countries. If-is not a work-
ing-class road or-any 9H|_er ‘kind “of ‘road te- socialism or
to social progress. I+'is a- new barbarism- which  does
indeed:destroy capitalism-and-the. capitalist class: ‘but in
‘i#s essonce-only-as the. pumshmenf visttedupon. the work-
ing class and society:as:a’ whole for the failure: of the
‘'workers-to fulfull-.in good -fime: their mission by -giving
cutlived: capitalism. the -last push -into- the abyss toward
which-if is itself drifting instead of being dragged into the
abyss by it. The: new-berbarism represented by Stalinism
does not'so-much feed: upon the decay-of: cqp#uhsm as.it

does on #he- failure: of the working: class to.replace capi-
tatism by sogmhsm.

Theser all-too-briefly stated ideas: eorrectly.-indicate,
in-our- view, -the interrelations ameng: the bigr secial
meovenients: of"our time—capitalisr, Stalinism: and: so-

cialism—and’ along Witb them; the bmad mad to the

To gally
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Independent Socialism: Neither Capitalism nor Stalinism

progress and victory-of the modern democratic: socialist
‘movement-in. solving the- problems raised by these re-
lationshrps.- If tlie .Independent Socialist League has a
fundamental contribution to:.make to the secialist and
Iabor movements of today,. it lies in these ideas, many
of whose elements do net -originate with us but all of
which taken together  we regard as the distinctive fea-
ture of our political evolution in the past eighteen years.
These ideas  determine our general conception of the
world i which we live and the answer to the problems
lt poses .

- We )hoxd that .the,Stalin.ist.- movement is not a socia]-
ist or a working-class. movement, even. where it is.sup-
ported bz ‘workers .and seeks to base itself in the work-
ers’ movement. It.is.a totalitarian movement, the out-
of—powe— embryo-prototype in the capitalist . countries
of the parties that have established their totalitarian
power in the Stalinist states.

’Bvure:au'crafi.c GoHecfivism

. We regard the Stalinist regimes as bureaucratic col-
lectivist states, ruled by a new exploitive class. This
class: bases. its ‘rule on the: complete .monopelization of
all economic; politieal and cultural power in the hands
of the totalitarian state under its exclusive dominion.
Jts essential - characteristic lies in the nationalization
of the working classes under the state- which it rules
exclusively. Its planned. economy has nothing in com-
mon with socialist planning which is democratic in its
entire- essence. It is based on the planned expleitation
of the working classes, carried on more intensively than
in any capitalist country, and all its economic marvels
are the-product; fundamentally, of this:planned exploi-
tation: which yields the ruling class a high surplus
product: eéntirely. at its arbitrary disposal. Democratic
rights for the people means the end of this rule, and
this fact, this one alone and not some “mistake” of the
Stalinist leaders,. determines their intransigent and
uncompromising. resistance to democracy.

The Comimunist parties outside these _sfcies are main-

tained as dan agency of these rulers and in their image.
They aim everywhere to duplicate the regimes already
eﬂabllshed by Stalinism, This determines our aftitude to-
~ wakd ¥hem, as it showld determine the attitude of every
supporl'er of socidlsm ond democracy. We aim to defend
and: protect the labor movement, even under ifs conser-
vative ‘and non-socialist leadership, from the influence and
control of Stalinism. We unhenfohngly stand by the rest
of the labor movement in resisting the efforts of the
Stalinists,

i Thé interests of conservative labor officialdom eon-
fifet i many ways with the'true interests of the labor
movement. But the fact nevertheless remains that even
the -most conservative officialdom cannot exist without

in one way or another maintaining the labor movement,

which-we regard as the principal pillar of democracy
and the historical-basis of the socialist future. The Sta-
linists, on the other hand, cannot achieve their social
objective without undermining and destroying the la-

bor movement, as is now proved in a“dozen countries,.

big and small. It is this conception that should’ detér-
mine the basic view of the soclahst movement toward
the Stalinist partles

Against the Witch-Hunt

. Our .position completely excludes, however, any sup-

. -, port or tolerance for the witch-hunt against the Stalin-

ists, or any.attempt to deny them full democratic rights.
The maintenance of these rights for the Stalinists, and
the Communist movement, must be defended to. the full,
without entering. into political or organizational asso-
ciation with them. Socialists are flatly opposed to any
denial of -democratic rights to political opponents, in-
cluding the Communists. We are flatly opposed to any
laws, regulations or administrative procedures accord-
ing to which it is necessary to obtain a government li-

éense before being permitted to engage in political ac-

tivity or being-allowed.political -expression or any of
the political rxghts shared by others. The fight against
Stalinism- excludes the adoption of the methods which
it practices and Justlﬁes wherever it has the power to
do so.

Our. attitude toward Stahmsm has nothmg in com-
thon with that of people. Who believe that it is no “real
~ threat,” or that it can be gently persuaded to become

“moderate” and “liberal.” ‘We. call it a new barbarism .

not in order to give it a. harsh name but.because it ex-
presses our obJectlve view of its'social meaning, of the
dimensions and nature of its great threat to democracy
and to the prospects of socialism.,

. As we understand it, the attempt to combat it by rally-
ing to the support of capitalism, by entrusting the fight
against it to the governments, the statesmen, the spokes-
men, the military men of capitalism, is doomed to defeat—
and to defeat at the very hand of Stalinism itself. If the
working classes, stimulated and encouraged by the social-
ist movement, do not take independent initiative, leader-
ship aid action in that-struggle for democracy that culmi-
nates .in_good time in a socialist: government, it is not

el .chplfchsm that will- friumpb over Stalinism but Stalinism -
i 'l'lmse 'wllo_‘lry fo- consiruci a.- plcifom ouf f Hle pcsl'

thet will destroy capitalism—and subjugate the worluing'
class and all the people to a totalitarian iyranny.

To us, the question so often asked: “Do you not pre-
fer capitalist democracy, where you have some rights

and prospects, to Stalinism, where you have no rights "

and greatly restricted prospects?” misses the mark. It
separates problems that are inseparable. We are not
blind to the fact that in the United States, above all,
where capitalism is still so powerful and the-Kremlin
is so far away and its ,representatives here so small

and discredited, the questxon seems to be overwhelnnng .

in the answer it already implies. But that is a rarfow
ledge from which to view a problem of such decisive
and urgent importance for the world from which the
United States is anything but removed and uninvolved.
Without a broader and deeper view, the fight is as
good as lost. '

" What Is the Choice?

Capitalism is today represented primarily by Amer-
ican capitalism, for it does not take too much under-
standing to see that if the United States were somehow
to be removed from the earth, the rest of world capi-
talism would not last out the year. And it is precisely
the United States, in its capacity of leader and spokes-
man for the capitalist world, that is displaying its
inakility to overcome the decay eating it way from the
roots up. The vigor and resourcefulness of its rebust
youth are not altogether gone but they are clearly
dwindling. It should really be enough to see and under-
stand why, faced by the growing power and threat of
Stalinism, its voice gradually loses the note of sure
confidence, that it is forced to give up one position
after another in the international political field.

. Against what? Against a reactionary totulitarianism
that is abhorrent to anyone who knows even half the truth
about it. Does it feel assured against this- menace by its
economic superiority?. Less and less. By its political super-
iority? Less and less, and sometimes not at all. The only
real assurance it invokes is superiority, or hoped-for supe-
riority, in. @ new weapon which it knows, as does the
world, promises no victory if it is actually employed, but
does promise a vastness of world destruction from which
it cannot even dream of escaping. I1¥ would not have been
easy, only a generation ago, fo imagine such a thorough
acknowledgment of the helpl and hopel of
capitalism. By cmparlson. its bewilderment and impotence
in the face of the "recession’ is almost a trifle. In the
fight against Stalinism and for a "free world,” capitalism
now has little to offer except a world to die in.

~To assxgn to it the hope for the future, or even for
tomorrow, is to assure the eventual vietory of the new
barbarlsm

)
The Fufufe ofA
Socialism in the United States

Our own confidence in the future reposes en-
tirely in our conviction that -the working class
can and must be aroused to assume the political
leadership -of the nation in every country, the
United States not excepted, by a declaration of
independence from the political representatives
of capitalism and a militant championing of the
cause of democracy in every field of social life.
To promote this is the main job of socialism to-
day.

We are prepared and eager to contribute all our
energies and capacities to this task. It ean best be done
by concentrating today on the upbuilding of a strong,
effective, united democratic socialist movement. In this,
we have no narrow or sectarian interests or aims, and
we pursue none. We have endeavored to examine and
reexamine our own past, including many views which
we inherited uncritically from older times. In the freely
and warmly conducted discussions among ourselves,
which we always. made accessible to those outside our
ranks because we have neither secret opinions nor se-
cret debates on the problems of the socialist movement,
we have modlﬁed some of our views and discarded
others

It was ten years ago that we gave up any claim to
being a “party,” and acknowledged that we were only
a propaganda group. It was at that time, too, that we
all agreed to urge all socialists abroad, especially in
Europe, to abandon the attempts to maintain small and
ineffectual socialist groupings of their own and to unite
their forces loyally and without narrew factional de-
signs with the broad representative traditional social-
ist parties. Now in the United States we are urging

the consolidation of all democratic’ socialists into a -

single, broad united socialist movement.

A Umfed Movemenf

Our view in this respect, oo, was not redched overrughi :
-and all-of a sudden: it is.part.of the evolution.of. our;pols-:

itical thought. We reject the conception, so stoutly held
by radical or Ieﬂ'-wmq socialists for the pait few decades
(still held by many of them) that they mush: constitute

" themselves as -a sepuorate and independent political or-

ganization. from which socialists with different theoretical
or politiedl opimons are excluded by progrmmuﬂc or
statutory declaration, regardiess of time, place or circum~
stance. This conception assured the division of the secial-
ist movement into separate and hostile ccmps—-reformisi_'
and revolutionary, and often one or more in between to

boof The revolutionary or lefi-wing socialists—whether

ihey were' such in fact or onmly by self-designation—
thought $o ‘establish what was by their standards a pure.
socialist movement by mechanical means—by orgcnlza-
tional devices and progreammatic formality. ‘

We cannot think of a single important mstame Whero
positive results for the socialist movement were yielded
by this conceptlon In many countries, the consequences
for the trade union movement were even worse. The
theory of schism and separatism in the sectalist moves

" ment as an mdlspensable virtue helped to promote and

eventually. went hand in hand with conceptions about
socialism and the road to its achievement which we
noted above only to reject as incompatible ‘with the
democratic essence of socialism: The idea of a genumé
Leninist” or genuine “Trotskyist” (to say nothing of.
the genuine “orthodox Trotskyist”) party, to be es<
tablished and maintained everywhere and always, with
one of its aims proclaimed to be the destruction of the
traditional socialist movement, ended in failure every- -
where. It deserved to fail. We want no further experis -
ments in that direction. .

A Democrahc Movement

More than ever before, we need a broad and united
and democratic socialist movement. We need, and it is
now possible to reestablish in the the United States, a
‘socialist. political movement, and not a sect. It must be .
a democratic socialist movement not only in its social
aims and policies, but in its own inner life. It must. -
shun the monolithism and super-centralism,that helped
destroy the Communist movement. It must allow free
room for the comradely exchange and discussion of the
views of all democratic socialist tendencies that it ems
braces, for that is-one of the pre-conditions  for “the
maintenance of socialist unity. It has a right and duty
to guard itself from incorrigible schismatists and raid-
ers; to guard . .against being converted into an endless
debatmg society which paralyzes and sterili2és its edus.
cational and political activity; and certainly to make
sure that it does not become a mere battleground for
perpetually warrmg factions.

A living, healthy socialist movement ccnnof and does not
demand. of every member—in the apt phrase of a good
friend—"creedal conformity” on all aspects of. theory,
policy, history, philosophy. But it has the duty to call for-
loyaity fo the cause of democratic socialism, to the demo-.
cratic road to socialism, and to the movement that repre-
sents it. ;

It is with thesé ideas that represent the evolution -
and position of the Independent Socialist League today
that we look with new hope and confidence toward the
reriewal and rebuilding of an effective socialist move«
ment in tlie United States, a worthy companion of the
armies of socialism all over the world. We look upon
the union of all democratic socialists, and -concentra-
tion of all efforts to bring new and fresh strength to
it, as the most important task of the day. How raprdly
the performance of this task can be advanced, depends
upon all those who remain devoted to the socialist
cause. The comrades of the Independent Socialist
League cannot contribute more than their share. Butj :
that share they are ready to contribute to the full, - |
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Page Four

X The Old Order Dies -

‘What Will Take Its Place?

By ALBERT GATES

. The.current recession in the United States
has eome upon-the nation, some say, a tempor-
ary-adjustment to budgetary changes in Wash-
ington. It has not taken very long however for
therecession: to assume the form of a small
crisis and to become deeper despite the mum-
bling incoherencies emanating from the White
House and the team of experts that swarm its
corridors and various golf courses. Like their
_ gh\o_sts‘ of 1929, -these experts issue prophecies
~on the shallow depth and temporariness of the
recession, .which they insist is not a crisis at
all. And like their predecessors, they cannot ex-
plain why this recession came, nor can they
t;‘h?na-deeide' what to do about ‘it even thoug'h’
they have presumably been. fully prepared to
meet precisely this kind of ‘emergency with

“built in safeguards.”

: The significance of the failure of American capitalism
to ‘a\{oid.economic crisis in the midst of the gréatest pro-
duction .in the history of any country, a production
fortified by an enormous investment in the production
for war, is that it tells the fundamental failure of
capitalism_ as an economic order.  Since the end of
World War II, a wealth of literature has Leen written
about the “peoples’ capitalism” of the United States:
if has even been said by a Madisen Avenue savant thai;
this was nobt capitalism butl “consumerism,” a society
-de,vo.ted solely to the welfare of its people! The eco-
nomic crisis of the Thirties would never occur again;
‘that was an .inheritance from Europe. ’

", §o long .as: the war economy eperated on the grand

‘ scale it assimed after the war and the needs of the world
nemained dt peak levels the profit “g_conomy of American

capitatismexperienced an unheard of expansion. The.

whole nation, in varying degrees fo be sure, enjoyed this
unprecedented prosperity. o '

- - * ]
Convulsions in Narrow World

. Economic revival in Europe and the:general improve-
fnent: that came to other countries in the flush post-war
“years was bound to-be reflected in. the United States.
Phat ‘weuld: normally be true,.but. in our time world
. Stalinism has wrested so much from capitalism, nar-
fowing. its. influence . and- economic breadth, that the
economies. of. the West became more closely meshed
. with-#hat..of the United States. The slightest impact
to 4his -delicately. balanced structure produces convul-

s,i'ons-of,both-an,economic'and a political character.

, Ofi thehome front, the huge production of ‘the post-
war-peried. has run a eycle, Econoinic sickness ‘is symp-

tomized-by the swift rise of unemployment, the decline - -

- of preduction; and thé:i_nabili_ty of - thel.__g‘o-v,ernmenb to.
. putiinto motion important measures of alleviation.

: , This, is not yet a _crisis of collapse. But it points out that,
mfgter changes have occurred. in the capitalist ‘econ-
omy in these recent decades, the fundamental character

by of the system remains unchanged. The percent situation

© may..be.a new._experience for the generations that have

. ﬁr,bWh up since the thirties and to those who have for-
. gotten jt, but those of longer memory will understand

.. .what we mean. Certainly. the men of-Detroit know what
. we are talking about. L : )

.. % Whatever the depth of the present recession, it has
. z}Irea&y%'evokéd. the specter. of. capitalist collapse for
the .nations of the West. While they may -understand

. that this recession may not go too-deep, they remain

. - fearful that any intensification of- the: present disloca-

tion into a deeper crisis must drag them down to new
ruin, so dependent are they upon the well-being of
American capitalism, And they are absolutely right.

p *_ ¥ )
Constant Crisis ‘ | _

" One can hardly speak of world -capitalism today. Af:
any .rate one cannot speak of a vigorous, vital and vi-
© brant world capitalism, because ‘then - it means the

- United States. The progressive and dynamic world cap-

2 jtalismm about which its most enthusiastic representa-’

tives once sang so lyrically has been in a state of de-
~ cline since this first shot fired in the First World War.
- The very fact that the capitalist world engaged in two
* gelf-destroying mass wars was the mark-of the inability
of this productive system of private profit to transcend
its inner contradictions. o

., Ona world scale, __cdbifﬂl‘ibsvmf hasbeenm conhnuous .

L

crisis for over forty years. T'l|ere"hcve been periods of
stabilization, expansion and economic growth in one
country- or another. In many cases, the growth has been
extensive as well- as intensive, sometimes phenominal,
sometimes ordinary. Even so, the capitalist world has now
been considerably confined -and the - system maintains
itself by enormous compromises and heroic measures vio-
lating its most cherished. "principles." '

Colonialism has died hard. France alone assumes the
mantle of the old imperialism and her struggle for em-
pire is dictated by a miserably outmoded domestic eco-
nomy. With the passing of the old colonial system,
gone for all time, a large sector of world capitalism as
we have known it has disappeared, giving rise to “neu-
tral nations” whose economies -aré mixed and unde-
termined, and who remain independent.

The expansion of world Stalinism has been a blow to
capitalism of incalculable proportions. China with a

- population of more than four hundred millions, and the

whole of Eastern Europe have been added to- the im-
mense Russian land mass and its millions of people.
These areas. are now barred to capitalist enterprise and
exploitation, though  these peoples have exchanged one
form of economic exploitation for another..” -~ = -

While the expansion. of Sfalinism has narrowed. the
economic -and political base of world capitalism, it has,
at the same time, given the capitalist world the rationale
for its struggle to justify itself in the eyes of its own
peoples. The vast military expenditures which have been
the main prop of American and hense world capitalism
for the past decade have been justified to the American
people by .the threat of Communist expansion. And in
the lands of Stalinism, the oppressive regimes which
sacrifice the peoples' standard of living to military pro-
duction, and which enforce a totalitarian political regime
justify -their actions by pointing to the military build-up
in the capitalist world.

Without the justification of “ca_pitalist encirclement”

: the Stalinist regimes would find it far more difficult to
keep down the struggle of their peoples for democracy.

Without the justification of the danger of “Communist
aggression” the leaders of the capitalist world would
find it far more difficult to maintain their economies on
a going level, and to resist the popular demand for a
social order which could offer the peoples security,

" prosperity, liberty and peace, namely for socialism.

Competition of Stalinism

Everywhere that capitalism turns, it faces the com-
petition of a Stalinism which employs slogans of free-
dom and iridependence in a way that capitalism cannot
or does not do. The ecry of universal freedom which
could rally the millions of peoples throughout the world
against Stalinist totalitarians is a weapon of struggle
which -capitalism by .its very. nature .uses little, half-

“heartedly, provisionally, and in the hope that it can

be quickly withdrawn, )
The ﬁght of the capitalist West against Stalinist to-

~ talitarianism, is therefore, not taken too seriously by

a large part of the world. Dulles cannot convince these

Trujillo, Chiang Kai Shek; the French in Algeéria, the
British in Cyprus, and American policy in Indonesia;

Viet Nam, and Latin and South America represent the

forces of world"democracy. They ‘clearly seé the hypoe-
risy of the capitalist West. - }

Americans, prone to be pragmatic, generally ignore
theory and principle. Thinking about the social order

has been provincial, insular, and narrowly sociological.

In sum, American capitalism is considered something
altogether different from the European; its principles
and practices wholly unique. Nay, there is denial that
it can even be called capitalism, for even though it was
and is a profit and market economy, American society:
is a peoples’ society, unencumbered by class divisions
and class struggle. Though none of this was or is true,
the enorinous development of American capitalism based
upon its fortunate relationship to world capitalism

helped to produce and fortify these illusions. Such.

thinking remained strong until the crisis of the thirties
and war revived again during World War II and in

" the post-war period.

A Unique Capitalism |
:E\.leryfh'i'ngb‘ rotten under capiicifsm was attributed fo

Europe. Everything good, progressive, and dynamic was
attributed to something unique about the United States.

True, American capitalism was unique, but not for all the °
“‘reasons stated by ifs advocates. They ignored some very
. important ones that help to”explain.not only the pros:. ..
- perity-of ‘the system but-its: contradictions. as well. ...
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The enormous frontier, wealth of natural resources,
endless immigration providing a continuously increas-

“ing <cheap labor force, building upon the experience of

Evropean- capitalism and beginning anew- in &. virgin
country ripe for exploitation—these. factors explain
the then swift expansion of the nation. Yet for all its
isolation, American .capitalism- became inevitably - and
inextricably part of the capitalist world économy. It
prospered from-the First-World War as- its allies- suf~

fered; rit prospered in the: Second World War. as its

new allies (with the. exception of Stalinist Russia)

. were nearly -annihilated: At-the same time, isolation had

to die in the United States. : :

That the United ‘States is the leader of world capi-
talism is undisputed: But it-has risen to the leadership
of a declining and narrowing capitalism; it has risen
to-this leadership when the problems of world capitalism
have become fatally complex. And it has risen to this
leadership not by virtue of its maturity and experience
in the field of world polities and diplomacy, but by,
virtue of wealth, and wealth alone.

The difficulties of American leadership of the capitalist
world are compounded by the fact that the West ‘is no
longer the bearer of a young, progressive and vital social
order. Once possessing the world, western capitalism
has been driven back almost to its own borders. Having
twice nearly ‘annihilated itself through totalitarianisne

and ifs collectivist drive and appeal. o
" This narrowing capitalist world depends for its very
existence upon the well-being. and open-handedness of
the United States, which must act as the int_ernational
pawnbroker for soeiety, with, however, one differences
that in thig era there will be no. tickets to be redeemed.
So that while much is made of capitalist revival in
Western Eurepe, this revival is due entirely to-the fact
that the United States is the underwriter for that:cap~
italism. Without the -United States, there would be no
capitalism in Europe today. - . S

Old and Weary t

Capitalism. has become old and weary and so far as
its. profitableness and prosperity go, these are shared
by fewer people. The world no longer belongs to it. The
question is whether the world- needs ' capitalism any
longer, for the surest sign of its fatal decline is that it
lacks the ideological vigor to mount a successful struggle
against totalitarian Stalinism. - It cannot -fight with
ideas; it can ‘only posture with hydrogen bombs and,
together with Stalinism, threaten to annihilate -the

world physically. _ ;
I1f the world were divided solely ‘and simply b{e\_hzee’ll‘
western capitélism and world Stalinism, it' would'be in’a
rather hopeless ‘state. Fortunately a large part of the
world rejects both Stalinism and. capitalism. That large
part of the world is not, unfortunately, socialist; but so-
cialism makes up an important, significant and powerfuk
force within independent areas- of Asia ‘and western Eure
ope. These socialist movements ond the neutral peoplesy
are -among the most important reasons why the worid
has not yet been torn apart by the explosions of nuclear
warfare. - ) '
. If there was any doubt that socialism is the hope of

humanity, the means ‘of universal security, peace and .

freedom, the present world social crisis erases tha®
doubt. Society will either be transformed into a humana
society in the:interests of all the people; i.e.; a socialist
society, or there may be no society left to organize.

e .
No Security. No Peace %

Capitalism offers no security, nq peace, no Freedomy
Stalinism offers only totalitarian enslavement. The mass
of humanity faces the specter of a new world war aris-
ing out of the world contradictions of two competing
exploitive societies. Either or both could unleash the

- forees of -world - destruction in ‘behalf of their "anti-

human social orders. Stalinist expansion runs headlongs

peoples that General Franco, Sygman Rhee, Dictator - into-the capitalist -world. ‘Capitalism threatens retalia=

tion. Mr. Dulles practices the dangerous, crude and

_peltigerent policy - of - :“brinkmanship.” Thé United

States :professes to- fight for -demoeracy against dice
tatorship with -a host of dictator allies. Russia fights
for “the freedom of the peoples” by impesing the sys~
tem of totalitarianism wherever it attains power.

. Today, Socialism .means literally the defense-of the
world and its peoples. The need for socialism is not for,
the future. It is now. Socialists everywhere seek the
abolition of capitalism and- its replacement with demo-.
cratic -socialism not for unborn generations but for the:

.living. The fight for democratic socialism particularly in-

the United States, is more. important than ever. 1t is,

“a struggle that calls for the.common resources of all

demoeratic socialists, for the world is truly on the brink,.
We are fighting for the survival of all humanity.,
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IR A Form of 'SOtiaIism, Or the 'Neif"Bdrlidrikm?

" By MAX MARTIN

What is the nature of soc1ety in Russia and the other Commumst

countries? Socialist? Socialist with deformations? A workers ‘state i -

. transition-towards socialism?

There was & time when most people in the United States who'thought

" of themselves as socialists or radicals, would have answered-all of the-

fundamental questions about the character of the Russian social system

and political regime in one of these
ways; or with some variant of them.
- Today, however, many are taking a
new Jook at the problem.

In the 1930’s ‘and early 194OS

most radical and liberal opinion in -

~- this country not-only indentified Stalin-
--ism with socialism, but insisted that the
Russian: system ‘was ‘one of equality, de-

© mocracy and brotherhood, or at least that -

- it was-on the high road towards these
- basic goals-of socialist emancipation. To-
" day, however; in-the light of the Khru-
shchev revelations - at the Twentieth
© Congress, and in the light of Hungary,
there are few people left in the: United
States who deny that despotism, bru-
tality and inequality are the hallmarks
 of Stalinism.

Yet - the idea  that Russia somehow re-
" maits socialist “and progressive - persists.

" One ‘of the most common: forms -taken by

IS THIS SOCIALISM?

Our concern with this question does
not stem from any academic prissiness,
nor from  an exaggerated interest in
theoretical matters. Nor does it flow from
a desirve to exact the last full ounce of

“renunciation from those who once totally ~

identified. their socialist aspirations with

the Russian system. Independgnt Social- "

ists-are 50 deeply concerned with the na-

“ture of Stalinism because involved in this

.-problem is ene of the fundamental issues

of our time.,

If the slave camps, ‘the police terror,

 the framé-ups, the lies, the butchery of

< socialism. or a variety -of socialism;
= they are-the consequence of the effort to

millions-and the brutal dictatorship are
if

- establish socialism; then all of those who
- have "argued’ that- socialism is a néw

~ this view confends that the: Communist

" countries are socialist in their fundamental
economic and social features despite the
anti-democratic character of political life;
 that the economy of Russia, China, Hun-

-gary end all the others is socialist or so- - oY ! .
; . nate. capitalism. but will only succeed in .

replacing it with a new oppression, with :
a new brison, and that the socialist ideal -

cialistic even though the political forms
of Fule gre- dictatorial: ‘Hence; this view

‘slavery are vight. Then all of those who

have claimed. that capitalismt may have
its imperfections but is preferable to the
vast prison socialism- represents have a

- degree of truth. and reason on their side.

’ ,\urgue dgsplfe the murders and frameups. e

* despite the’ absence of freedom, Stafinism
i remqum progress’ve arid worﬂlwhlle

., This idea, espoused by those pohtxcal
. tendencies whieh call themselves “pro-So-

_viet,” ‘has been firmly rejected and com-
. ..batted. by - the . Independent Socialist
. League almost: since. its . foundation

eighteen years ago as the Workers Party.

A Marxist Classic
-Rosa Luxemburg’s
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Then. those political- thinkers who have
maintained that the socialists can' elimi-

“of freedom, justice, equality and brother-

“‘hood are unattamable have béen proven
: coxrecb )

. And even if r} be maintained: that Sh:l-

inism, and all. that it entails, is not the

inevitable concomitant of socialism every-
where throughout the world and for alif

time, but.:rather a stage which:socialism -

. must-pass through-in the- underdeveloped
. oljvles's-advcnced ~countries of the world,
.-dhen it follows--that: socialism :must con-

"+

.. dein-ithe -better  part of mankind-to o
- bellish-existence-for a period of time whose
-duration i is: -not forseeable.

-Such: a prospect would raise,
should raise whether it actually does or
not, in. the -minds of all sensitive.and
thinking people, in the minds.of all of
those for whom socialism represents the

‘expansion of human liberty and the flowv-

ering-of the kuman.-personality, the most

insistent .and unanswerable- doubts about

- ‘the validity and desirability of the soeial-

o

: Stalinist barbarism.which prevails in a*
large ‘section of the world- today is not -
: .soc1ahsm and . has nething in common -

""Ta,-Uliders\fand-."

“ist: alternative to' capitalism. .

A NEW RULING: CLASS

" Fortunately for mankind, ‘however, the

with it. It is a new social system, a new

and oppressive class society, anti-socialist -

and anti-working class to the cote; one

". which reSults: not. from. soclahsm but
_rather from the. failure to establish so--
..one which  developed precisely .

cialism; .
because the attempt to constrict socialism
in Russia -was hurled back,
crushed.

To be sure, Communism did_ destroy cap-

-italism. and feudalism- in Russia. and. every-

where else where. it took power. The.char-

_acter of Sfalinisin. ds. an. -anti-capitalist

4.00 |-

'movemen* cndf'sysfem helps account: for -

identification between

hmthally assume that
all- anti-capitalist measures had. to- neces-
sarily be.sosialist or lead towards- social-

.ism? Where. dldi they. allow for a non-so-
" clalist ul*ernaﬁve to cuplfcllsm"

In the first piace, Marx and Envels on

socrailsm ‘or barbarism

-"'-rep\lacmv capitalism: Indeed; they" ih< *-
| sisted’ that if the ‘working - class; ‘whigh' ] )
too-ether with At alhes constltutes the o Eel oot

and.

defeated _and :

Eor did - not. socialists in -

ecasion-posited the possi- -

n«a_}orlty of the" popu}atlon would not be .

able to. take the democratic leadership. of
the nation and-establish a socialist order, -

then ~a barbarous retrogression lay in

store for mankind. They could not envi-
sion the nature of that barbarism a hun-
dred years ago. But we living today can

see-that Stalinism_is ‘at least ene of  its -

names and faces.

NATIONALIZATION

But even if-the socialist thinkers of tha
past-had not- conceived of the possibility
of an alternative .to capitalism other
than socialism, e¢ven if they had not-con-
sidered- the development of a non-social-
ist, non-capitalist social system out of’
the decay of cavpitaltsm within the realm
of possible” occurences in the: history of

mankind, -we living at the present time -
have. to reckon with such a phenomen_a,‘

given our .experience with St;alir_lism.

The new .social system is based 'upon'

the nationglization and statification of the

means of production and exchange. Those

who regard . Communism as it exists in

Russic and the other Communist lands as.:

a form of socialism base their view of
Communist society on this fact, Did not
our socialist forerunners insist that the
abolition of private propetry in the means
of production and its replqcemeni' by a
planned, statified economy was the es-
sential task and ‘dim:of-the soclchs‘l' move-
ment?

Soc1a]15ts in the past did fxequently
seem to indicate that the achievement of °

these tasks was identical with.the estab- -
lishment. of socialism, or of ‘the: founda- -

tions of a. socialist. society. But. if: this

‘way true. it- was because they tended to
“assume that soctalism was the only alter-
_native to. capitalism, that socialism and -
. only socialism could be bailt on the basis’
of wresting the means of production from -
the. hands .of the individual capitalists -

and placing them under the control of
society as a whole.

SOCIALIZATION

Socialism is based upon the common

ownership and democratic control. of the

- means. of production and exchange by

the people. This indeed requires their na-
tionalization. But nationalization.is not
necessarily. socialization. It does not in-

evitably .equal common ownership by the"

people - nor guarantee -that- the .aim- of -

production will be:the creation. of goods -
and serviees for use by all mefmbms of -
- society. o

If ownershlp of -the -means- of - produc-

--Yion is vested-in the state it dees: not fol- - -
- fow. that--we. have-an:.economy: which is -
-rsocialist; #hat- is, one:which is. socialized;.
- that:is.one which is in-the hands of suciety.

- -For that something.additional is necessary; -
--namely, that the state-be in the:hands” of -
-~ society as-a-whole so that the people them- -
-selves -control -the ‘means of : production -
- for the-welfare of ‘ail. In & word, democ-

‘racy-must exist,
Indeed, socialism involves the w1dest

-extension- of: demomacy into. -all- spheres

of life in which it does not exist, or par-

tially . exists,~under. eapitalism, and into .
- the economic . realny primarily.
sence: of: socialism,: after all, is: the sub- -

The es-

Jectmg to the-democratic control of so-

) Pégeﬁv. \A.' : J

- ciety; that is to say, of mankind, of ‘that-
- aspect-of man’s*life whieh is concerned:~ .
" with' the” production and distribution of -

the material means of existénce — the-
basic foundation upon which all else

. arises”and. from which the intellectual,

cultural and - spiritual development of
humanity becomes possible. Then will the -
production of such an abundance become :
possible - that the struggle to . satisfy
man’= matérial needs will be eliminated.

A ‘HUMAN SOCIETY

;Such- a condition will sound the deaih
!meil. for. all classes, class divisions, class .
privileges and class rule. Mankind can then -
be liberated from exploitation; from.op~. -

pression; and from. coercion. A fruly .hu-- .
man existence for munkmd will then for - -

ke first time-really Became: possibie. - Re-

caiting- this-fundamental aim of the-sécial- .
ist cause, its raison d'etre, at once renders .
preposterous ‘all claims of identity " be--
tween Stalinism and sociafism. =

The economy in the Communist eoun-.

- tries is” collectivized, but this coliectivi- . 4
Zation ‘has nothing in common with: the

-democratic collectivism of socialism. Tt is
a bureaucratic or totalitarian: .collectiv-

izm. The means of produetion.in. Stalin- -

ist collectivism are not socializ_ed because
“they are mnot -owmned by - soct as a
whele. They are “owned” by those -who

. “own” the state;, by the bureaucrats: who
. rule politically. Unlike under capitalism, . "

economic and political power are fused:.
in societies with statified economies..

Those who rule politically necessarlly D e

rule society and the economy. °

POLITICS AND ECO‘NOMIC;S_ EE

Under. socialism the .people . “own’'——
more : accurately, control or rule— the

economy through -wielding political pow- -

er. In Stalinist society those whe. have -
polmcal power organize, .manage .and-
"dispose of -the’ fruits of the economy: The-
rise of Stalinism- involved: the-rise-of a

.new ‘ruling-class, one nevet. pefare-seen .
in history, which «shaped: ‘ap new, <RON-

sociglist social. system based. upon a staf-

‘ified ‘economy.

The mode oflife ‘of ihe members - of ﬂus
new rulmg class is as differént  from: fhe -
mode _of e)us'lem:e of ‘the: workers cmd-'
peusanfs as’ duy from mghi '“e rulers ‘of-
Russian society enjoy all’ of the mui_encl :
pmnleges enjoyed by all ‘previous ru ling
classes, The method by which these prrvn-

!eges are acquired differs grécﬂy frém_--‘ y

that by which the ruling class in' c4pi
soc:eiy achievé their privileged pasition..
‘Like- fhe capitalist class and ' all “offer

previous ruling classes; however; it ‘uf'l- T
- jzes its  monopoly of social

gather: up for itsélf the choicest fruits:

- the peoduction of society: M.is-ne-wonder. .
that one-of the slogans which #hié Sfalinist . =
c!inrucwemcy inseribed upon-its-banner.durs .- -

wingrits rise- fo*power was an-attack-on ﬂie
-idea: o&@quchiy . :

 SOGIALISM'S OPPOSITE - . 1

“The--hew - 1*u1mg' class mgamzed, and-
developed: theproductive: forces: of: Rus-

st to-an enormous-degree: I built giant =~
industries, it created a-medern: ﬂyonkmg. i
elassy it -lifted Russia intou ithe: o ttion . |
:of the second strongest: powers«in: the. .
with':barbar-" ..
methods
by introducing - and: reihforéing: meqnal-;'

worlds It did . so, however
:ous; -bureaucratic,: antis gociali

ity, andthrough a: super-explmt&tmn of

_.the workersand peasants:not, even: inatehs

ed by capitalist exploitation. It cproduced -
a. tremendous rise’ in Russxan ‘economy:
and-in_the .process-reduced a. great na-~

.tion——indeed; many- nations—to slavery... - '

“These -developments ‘have nofhing in‘i 5%
common Wwith socialism; -they Teplesent
:.its antithesis. . e
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Fage Six.

B 1 New loolr at a Basic Socialist Assumptmn

- S04ALISM

“and tlle

WORKING CLASS

By H. W. BENSON

Socialism has been variously :deﬁhed to suit theft'astes and needs of -

widely ranging and mutually hostile opinions. In-this respect it has
suffered the fate of every popular ideal appropriated in time to serve
-the needs of .its own mortal enemy. It is fitting now to recall that modern
‘socialism came into being as a working class movement for the realiza-
tion of authentic democracy. Since then: wars, cataclysms, herrible

dietatorships and terrible reaction,
. the disintegration of old social sys-
tems and the rise of new. In our
new world, the goal and meaning of
-socialism must be adapted to the
unique problems of our day, re-
-shaped in the light of experience.

y Yet the moving spirit which msprred
it remains. Even while reexamining the
" policies and program of socialism (our
own and others’), it is this which we re-
affirm: the striving of the working .class
-everywhere for democracy, in all its full
ness, in all its aspects. And it is this
" 'principle, advanced with increasing ur-
- gency -and consistency, which -inspired

‘the -formation of the Independent Social- -

' ‘i‘st'"Lea'gu'é‘ and governed its evolt"‘xtion‘

" The expansion of commerce end in-

. dusfﬂchsm and the growih of c( bour- -
hﬁpled -kings from thrones, ended -

..cbs u}g movarchy, and destroyed emper-
. oﬂ. l.iberiy. Equality, and Fraternity wds
the watchword .of millions. I+ seemed at

. last . that the rule of a tiny privileged .

: ninorlfy ‘of aristocrats had yielded %o
. rule of ﬂle people. But it qutcldy becante

i ewdont hat this® democrucy was restric-

. ted and’ Wefective; for it coincided with

- | fhe rise of a new social system, ecpifchsm.

- ond the- strengthening of a new pﬂv"eged
¢lass,. the ‘capitalist class. A new’ ‘mmoriiy
_'held as private property the machines and
fdctories and raw materials and reSources.
Ané with that ownership went the accum-
‘ulation of huge fortunes while the mass. of
people increasingly became hired wage

- hands; and others courtiers and dependents.

'MOCKERY  AND DECEPTION
"Liberty was a. deception when only

'.the“rich_."c'oul'd afford it in full. Equality -

wa¢ g fraid ‘when the mass lived.in pov-

erty and the few in luxury, Fraternity "

was a’ mockery when the few:exploited
" 'the many; when class was-ranged against
‘class, and nation against nation.

1t was to transform democracy frem a
cruelly mishappen ideal into a reality
- that the modern socialist movement arose,
calling for social democracy. Political
‘democracy alone was not enough. It was

not enought for each citizen to enjoy the -

right to elect the government each with
jone equal’vote; when in . the factory the

‘owner remained king and- the worker -

-subject:

And with capitalism, there had come
into existence the modern working class,
the proletariat. For centuries, far-sighted
men had dreamed of a new life for man-
_ kind, of cooperation instead of exploi-
‘tation. Now a new social class gave sub-
stance to this age-old yearning. Socialism
was united with the labor movement.

The capitalist class dominated the gov-
ernment. The working class must replace
- it. This transfer of power, nothing less
thaa a social reveolution, would open wup
the road to democracy. If democracy was
-te prevail;

- -elass was decisive, not alone, but with the
aid of other social groups and classes that
‘would find leadership from the workmg
class movement.

* Why the working c]ass?

- 1. The working class, by its very na-
~ ture, was a non-propertied class with no
stake in the perpetuation of capitalism.

It was outspokenly hostile to the capital- - .
"ist system and remains so to this day, -

capitalism had to go. And if .
capitalism was to be ended, the working -

everywhere ekcept in the Unitet States.

2. Its very existence ‘made it possible

to identify socialism with democracy. It

was a vast and growing section of the

population ‘which itself requires’the ex-

pansion of democratie rights.
3. Of all popular social groups, it was

the most powerfully organized. It was

mobilized by the factory system and it
founded massive trade unions, parties, co-

‘operatives arnd fraternal . organizations.

" When' “the socialist movement was

‘young and robust, each of these precepts
was comion” ¢oin almost everywhere in--

‘theory and'everywhere in practice ‘They

7represented the “consistent union. of so-
clahsm, democracy and labor

-PRINCIPLES -CHALLENGED

But in three decades after the first

world war, in the days of socialist decline, -
defeat? aird ‘distiitegFation, each  of these -
foundmg .principles was. challenged; at-

tacked or discarded -inside the socialist

movement and without, 'some denying its

working class character, others repudiat-

ing rits: attachmer 'to “democracy, still -

others repecting as Utoplon the very pos-

- encouraged when in Russia, in Novem-

ber 1917 one of the socialist parties came-
to power. It took the initiative in calling
for an end te the war; it proclaimed
freedom for small nations; it. proposed .
to build a new, democratic form of gov-
ernment.

But that socialist and working elass
government was overthrown. It was a set-
back from which the socialist movement

“'has net yet recovered. A repulsive tyran- -

" ny overwhelmed secialism and the -labor .

movement -in Rwssia from within like o -
cancer or parasite that dappears fo be
part of the body but consumes and de-
stroys it. By conquering from within. the
ruling party in Russia;, Stalinism was able -

‘nof enly o wipe out and destroy socialism, .

but to parade fraudulently in its name.
Hundreds of thousands of -radical secial-
ists throughout the world faced d- mon-
strous . dilemma. If . they  repected; - fully -
and completely, the regime in: Russia, they
feared that they -would. be fejecting the-

.working <lass: which. had - made @ revolu-

_tion in the-name of democracy-and sotial-

§ibility “of” a 'socialist; ‘democratic and

“working ¢ldss movement Now, in the era
“of socialist ‘revival it is these ideas which

‘must be restored agam to their rightful
_place ‘

once ascribed to it. A half ceatury ago,
the - proud In‘lernu}ionql
menf seemed ‘to be a bulwark :against

world war, enrolling mitlions in every -

European nation behind its banners of

peace, domocrcey and socialism. Bu} that -
movement frogmented instantly upon the -

socialist. move- -

-identify the rule of the working- cicss mﬂr

. ism. But, if they associoted . themselves:

with it; however critically, they-could only -

a consciencefess: fyrclmy'

It was thus that socx_ahsm Wgs‘-ha_.cke'd;
to pieces in Russid and at the same time .~
whole sections of the working class move- .
ment all over the world were disoriented -
and ‘demioralized. In"any case; the name -

-of. soclahsm and the rule of the workmg

‘cameé oﬁ'ensrve to- mrlhons, above all m

the United - States, where" socxahsm ‘had .

- never -established - deep and perm:ment

K

roots.

: ';AI'PEAI. OF STAI.INISM

The workmq eluss. whleh onee ‘aroused . - -
sneb hope seemed to have lost the powers -

~But on. a world:seale’ masses of people
under the- heel-of cap:tallst imperiglism-

ruling capitalist class looked to: Stalinism -

- with hope. It rallied professionals, intel -

‘outbreak of war, each section rallying to

‘the side of its own capitalist ckus. as
worker slcugMered worker,

AFTER THE WAR'

In the aftermath of war; hope agam_

focused on the labor and socialist move-
ments which were on the edge of victory
in mahy countries. Perhaps, was the fer-
vent hope of millions, humanity might
avoid new years of senseless suffering.
But it was not to be. Militarism was re-
constituted. Dictatorship came to power
‘in Eastern Europe; Fascism took over
in Italy, Hitler in Germany, a Dolfuss di¢-
tatorship in Austria, a Franco regime in
Spain. The working class could not stave
off the march of reaction and tyranny.

And then? A new and even more deva-

stating world war; this time involving

the very life and death of whole races, na-

tions and social systems. Through it all .

labor and socialism, or movements which
spoke in their name, supported one side
or another, but not as an independent
vigorous force for socialism and democra-
¢y. Then, for ten years the international
working class seemed stunned and impo-
tent as it faced the rise of Stalinism,
which dominated the working class ‘in
Italy and France, and which succeeded in
erushing capitalism in country after
country, only to wipe out democracy and
destroy the labor movement along with it.

Where, came the insistent query, where
is your working class?

4 ®
THE. RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

.- For a passing historical mornent, the
world -of labor and secialism -had been.

lectuals; peasants, workers, It promlsed
a new society.- But where it took power, it
ended - capitalism ounly. to imstall a mon-
strous dlctatorshlp. The future. of - the ;
world. seemed: fixed in- gloom; totalitarian -
collectivism - cast a baleful shadow.. Lib-
erals, democrats and socialists. every--

_where were paralyzed intellectually by

thig incredible tyranny which, when in-
power, monopolized control over . every-.

" sphere of social lfe. Clearly, 1984 loomed. -

How could mere-mortal man. pit his puny -
self against such unbridled power?

In sheer desperation, not with real hope
for the future but only for lack of any

- apparent alternative, opponents of Stal-

inism turned to the only seemingly tan-
gible counter-power: the military and ma-
terial might of still-capitalist - United
States. What idiot could rely on the work- .
ing class, was the theme. Better gauns, -
bombs and money than vain illusions about -
the power of labor. Yet, in the end, i¥
was the working class which burst through
and restored faith in the possibilities of
world democracy and socialism.

The gleaming surface smoothness of
Stalinism was cracked; the same powers
of mass resistance which had gathered .
beneath the rigid rule of the Nazis .
gathered under -Stalinism, rumbling in
Stalin’s lifetime and breaking through
instantly after his death. Two world-
shaking truths were now available to all -
when the Stalinist monolith was revealed :
to be torn with internal dissensions: 1.
Stalinism was lies, assassination, frame-
ups, exploitation, and - terror; 2. The
workers in the very slave camps of
Russia, in Poland, in East Germany, and .
finally in' Hungary were seething with -
hatred of dictatorship and ready to revolt
against -it. Stalinism in power had been -
effectively chailenged only by the workmg
class! .

. Always and.. everywhere; :the workmg
_astation.of the last war, seemingly .wiped

“quickly -as. "the. mest" mpressive: fome

CInc ‘Italy, after stwenty- -years: -of : fasmsx;n

LABOR ACTION -

The social system of capitalism is- al-

" ready doomed in most of the world. The -

capitalist-class has been wiped out in the’
countries taken over by the -Communists
and when the rule of Stalinism ends cap-
italism will never return. In Western
Europe, where capitalism remains it can-.
not depend upon the loyalty and support

of a firm majority of the people. If the

working class was weakened by forty
years of social convulsions; capitalism has
been discredited as never before. If Ger-
‘many is united under a truly democratic
regime, a pro-socialist majority is guar-
anteed from the outset. In' France and -
in Italy a majority votes for parties con- -
sidered to be anti-capitalist. In England,
the ‘parliamentary majority teeters-back
and forth between -socialists .and. anti- -
socialists and there is no-reasonable pros-.

pect for a resurgence of deep-going pro- -

capitalist sentiment.

Only in the United States of all maJor
countries - does- capitalism remain. strong
and unchallenged as a social system. ~

But that simple and incontestable fact, -
taken by itself,-is somewhat misleading.
Other nations look to the United States
today not out of hope but out of fear. They
are not etiamored: of our social system but -

they seek .a counter:weight to the power . -
of Russian- impericlism:. From:our capital.. .
“ist class, -they -expect ‘no solution -to-the

crisis -of our-times: Wow . o aveid atemic -

war; how to preserve democracy; how: to

end imperalism- and  dictatorship --every-
where.: Capih‘lisf‘ America to the peaple of

“the world is a momentary stop-gap-in ’he
" absence of a genuine road J}o peaee cnd
"ﬁ-eedom. -

e
A WHOLE CENTURY

-y

- We- look: back.now:- npon ‘a century -of =

workmg class  activity. -What : comes_.40:
mind-is its:amazing vitality under: all eir-:
cumstances; from. days:of p}aoxdrgrowth\
through the times-of torture-and travail.-

_class, even beaten to the ground, Springs -
. to. life. agdin: Out- of ‘the rubble. and dev-

out’ in Whole _nations: as. an: crgamzed
class, the working - class:: reassembled

. apdrt:from the: governments tlwmselwes-

-in- Germany after twelve years.of’ Hitler-;
ism, in.all Europe after bmtaifoccupation

“under. the Nazis;- the: umons and partles

of labor” reappeared :
“And- ﬁnally, it eaime - tu hfe under the

menacmg power of-the Commumst tyran--»
_ny: In Hungary, ther workmg class TOSe

and crushed ‘with exploitatiori-by the old: Y: in Trebellion, demonstratmg anew: that’ lt

alone had the capacity to’ Jead the nation
"in_the fight for :‘democracy urider: what

'had seenied :to’ be. insiperable odds. it .

e e T I

‘was defeated But it was niot:a defeat.like - - -

others ~inflicted upon- other ~werkihg
classes.in ‘other: times. This signalled mot -
the final, long-term crushmg .of srebellion.
against Communist rule, but-only its be--.
ginning.: The era-of working-élass- resis-

‘tance to Stalinist domination:has hegun -

and will not close, we are eonfident,. ~undil .-
Stalinism like alk its tyrannical. pvredeces‘
sors is brought &awm o .

I.ABOR IN THE U.S.

.While in Eurepe the soctahst—mmded
‘labor movement went through-the ordeal. -
of shattering wars, counterrevolution -

"and Stalinism, the labor movement in the

United States remained aloof, protected
from the great shocks of half-a century,
preoccupied with its own.immediate prob-
lems. Yét, it was indirectly affected;:for
the same factors that. forced. European .
socialism back demoralized, perverted and
disorganized the secialist wing inside the

American labor movement And as social- .

ism went into decline the. unions lost. the .
spark of idealism and the attachment 4o
great polltlcal principle.. Without- its so-
cialist wing, the narrowness -and short-
commgs of -our unjon. movement show up
in a harsh glare.

To .understand what the ‘American la- .

bor movement is, we must remember what -
it once was. If we look back a 'g'eneration :
or two, we ‘might perceive  more democ-
racy, more militancy, more independence
and more socialism within the labor move-
ment. But that labor mevement repre-
sented only a small: section of a working -
- elass 'which in its-overwhelming, majority

was unorganized, ineapable of offering re-. . -

sistance ‘to- employers, dominated by

crude and .cortupt-.political. machmes,

~ tTurp: oo fast pagek: .
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ﬂ There Can Be No Democracy Without Socialism;

Mo Socialism Without Democracy

SO(IA[ISM and DEMOCRA 4

- By JULIUS FALK

5 ﬂ““w g

From its. beginnings the socialist movement has been coﬁimitted to
-.democracy. The right to vote, freedom of speech, press and assemblage—

- these were among the most cherished democratic principles for which

..socialists fought. This was only normal as socialism implies nothing more
or less than the continuation and widening of political freedom, and the

It is this concern with and alle-

- gianceto-democratic concepts which
has led -socialists to decry “bour-
“geois democracy, counterposing to
.it. workers’ or soeialist democracy.

. Our objection is based primarily on
-the- tenueus. relationship- between the
. “bourgeois” and ‘‘demoecracy’’; the adjee-

- tive - not.only. deseribes, it dlso cireum-
- geribes the moun. Unfertunately, sympto- -
- _matie. of the times in which we live, this -

. simple-.idea. is - missed—intentionally or
. ‘otherwise—by scholars and men of letters

. ~.who,«in an effort to show that Marxian
- socialists are totalitarian at heart, point

to, the. frequent denunciation "of “bour-
_geois democracy” that can be found in
_ the socialist: press. Yet when :democratic
soclahsts ‘have criticized' “bourgeois. de-

L mocracy” it 'wag never with ‘the- thought

in  mind=—or on  paper—: that there is

- the’ right to join . politieal partles, “the
rig*ht to assemble, ete;

CAPITALIST DEMOCRACY

“thatdemocracy. is o precious value which

ipart.or. whole - depending wpon

' Tho _'lnﬂe'ponden!' Soclglm Leagus --stands- for
) ialist -d racy. and ,"Ohetwo,‘ of
'explommon ‘which. now. dmdc the world:- oaplhl-

ismeand Stohmsm

+ Capitalism cannot- be- reformed o hberohzed

—by any Fair: Deal or other deal, so-as. 1o .give. the

r' f. d bund , security, or. peacs. It
"'L/‘undr,_' ‘byomwmhl

bc_snc sectors of iha 0 ¥ i ’“, con»

~ in every iy, ‘the Com-
. munist Porlies, are. umlenfmg enemies of social-
- ism-.and -have nothing in - withe sociali

L. which canno} exist without effective . 'demacratic

-mnirol by the -people.

. These two tamps .of capitalism and Stalinism are
: today ‘ot each. other’s throats in a worldwide im-
* ‘perialist vivalry-for -domination. This ‘struggle <an
: only lead 10 the most frighttul war in history so

- . long as the people leave the capitalist and Stalinist

- vulers: in - power.-
! 'building -and s'rongihenmg the Third Comp of the
o people cgamst both war blocs. i

1nd, d.

t Sociali ds for

The ISL, as o Marxist movement, looks to the

- vrbrhmg class and its ovehpresent struggle as the
. basic- progressive force in .society. The ISL is -or-

. ganized to spread the ideas of socialism .in the
- Idbor. movement and among ol other sections of

B the, peop!e

-Af the same time, 'lndependenf Socialists partici-
pate actively in every struggle fo better the peo-
- ple’s lot now; such-as the fight for higher living
. standdrds; aadinst Jim Crow and anti:Semitism; in

"+ defense of civil liberfies and the trade-union move-

. ment. We seek to join together .with -all ‘other

~ militants in’ the “labor movement as a left force

:working for the formation of an independent'lcbor

e poﬂy and-other progressive policies.:
.. The hght for-democracy. and the fight for socuul- .
... . itov are inseparable; There can be no lasting and -
- ..genuine. democracy. without socialism,” and: there.
v v = o can-be. no-socialism without democracy. To .enroll.
«» ..-nunder- this. banner, -join the Independent Socialist .

_somethng WIong with the right to vote, -

s booi-gften-teeated - as- a. commodity by.
-a,\&he’*bargecmk something- thot can-or =~
% - .mast-be. traded off,: exchanged; beught or

litieal” nghts

- extension of democracy into economic life.

what social advantage it feels can be
achieved by the transaction. We saw- this
in.Germany where the world's most demo-
cratic. bourgeois constitution was hardly

- a decisive political- or moral consideru~

tion for a bqurgeoisie--whiell..»fcced with

a profound social crisis, . traded off de-

mocracy. for Hitler in the-vain. quest for
stability.

- Germany ‘and Italy are all the proof

we need that demoeratic:values:-cannot be.
. trusted blindly to the capitalist class. And

if we .were to examine .the-histories of

.all.other bourgeois:. nations. the evidence ..

would only- mount. The United States is

. ne-exception. The: capitalist - class ‘here

has seldom -gratuitously ‘granted. demo-

-cratic - nghts, Universal .suffrage, free
- educatien; labor’s right to organize were .
-..meither. god-given nor gracious bourgeois

-giftsy they were rights: won by militant

masses-in: struggle. ~And - racial-equality -

remains:-yet to be won from:a bourgeoisie-

which is unique for its primitive.preju-

.dices,. its :primitive lack of culture and
- its abseénce of moral conscience. .
Ii - Ourt-misgivings- over. capitatist. deme- ST B

pacy. stem generclly from -our :knowledge

. éo'i:lkus& "AND: DEMOCRACY

We‘ )havg saxd that ‘socialists’ have al-

v.,ways “been commltted "to ~democraéy in .
.the. past. In .a,manner- 'of speaking,’ how-
..ever, it is necessary today..to. be :more.
‘committed: to demoeratic ‘principles than=-»

ever before. For two reasons:

1) In the past ‘twenty. ﬁve ryears the:f
numbers of peoples who -have -been sub-
“jeeted' to colonjal violence, -authoritarian -~
./rule’ and totahtanan terror-has grown“*“'*
‘to & staggermg and: terrifying: figure. If
one were to leok just:at Europe-—we see’

that in recent times the vast majority of
its peoples ‘have been deprived of their po-
The combined population
of Germany, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Euro-
pean Russian and Russia’s: Easf Euro-

pean’ empire comprise three-fourths of .

the continental popalation. And even if

".we look at Europe today we are .able to.
strike off the list only Italy (afﬂar twenty -
Western-
. portion of Germany (after 12 years of
“Nazism). The majority of Europe:m pea- .
ple—for all their restiveness ‘and ‘Tebell-:

years of fascism) .and but t

jousness—are still ground under the ma-

lignant heel of despotism. If one were to .

add to the European. ﬁgure the -hundreds
of  millions of: peoples. in Asia, ‘Africa,
South -America subjected to one form
or another of dictatorial rule the inescap-

- .able eonclusion is that the majority of the
-world’s population are deprived of demo-

cratic liberties. In China-alene 700 mil-
lion souls are forced to live .under: a
Stalinist dictatorship, not one:whit. more

.gentle and much more thoreugh than its

reactionary nationalist predecessor. -»
The statistics are appalling. They afe

. also instructive. 1f this is not only an erg

of war and national revolutions, but of
totalitarian -expansion as well, then so-

_ cialists musf become ever morée insistent,

ever- -more demanding and. yes, -more

.dogmatic, in their insistence on the preser-

vation of democracy as a political objec-
tive and an operational principle.

2.. The expansion of fotalitarianism is
one reason for the new emphasis social-
ists must give to democratic values. The
second reason is the unique character of
Commuhnist totalitarianism -which has
served to distort and corrupt the ‘work-
ing class movement :

STALINISM

Stalinism—or Bﬁreaucratic- Collectiv-

. ism-——is. the - only tetalitarian movement

-DEMOCRACY ESSENTIAI.
Contraxy to :this Stahmst theery, &e»

which uses the language of Marxism and -

poses as the heir and continuator of
revolut;wnary socialism. It appeals to the
French working class by pretending to
champion its legitimate grievancesagainst
an inept and spineless bourgeoisie; . it
seeks’ support from ‘the Asian masses
and their leaders by proclaiming its- sup-
port of national independence - move-
ments. The Bureaucratic Collectivists are
for democracy in the United States, for
socialism in Europe.-and for national in-

dependence in the colonial 'world: And"

the pose is effective. Millions throughout

the world vote Communist or look with.
. favor on the Kremlin.

‘But the demoeracy that . the Kremhn“
- findy - deficient ‘it the United .States is

totally .absent in Russia; “thé working

class movement it encourages in its-own -

way in Europe is. non-existent in" the
“Socialist Fatherland™; the extent -of its
fealty to the democratic principle: of na-
‘tional independence was. proven in Hun-
gary. Despite this flagrant contradiction
between its propaganda -and. its deeds the

. Kremlin. remains- a- world- movement :of

massive .popular force:.The. sad. truth .is.
that -even .the ‘Hungarian experience:did

‘not take:the.political:toll in. the .Stalinist .
world. .that: democratic.. socxahsts hoped ’
it would.- The Kremlin has mansaged. to
‘recoup. many: of its 1osses Smce Oetobér

19566.

ECONOMICS. Aﬁdifhb,__ﬁtiés

" To“rationalize " ‘the "contradiétion “be- -
-tween its “socialist™ propuganda diid Hou -
“dalitarian deed,: the ‘Communiit-world has'
- instinctively>dichotomized ‘the: refationship
:betweensotialism-and democracy: There -
=8 eccnomic soclclld democmey which. be-
-longs in -one- eompcrimeni' “and ﬂuere ix'

Denmcratxc socxallsts, reaect

theoretically mistaken and permcwusly
. applied -doctrine -whick ﬁworces polmcal
: democracy from soclahsm Thls vxgw has

underlme what orice had been an. ssump-
tion in the socialist movement:: the ‘in-

‘separability of pohtlcal democracy and-

economic freedom.

‘mocracy is precisely the-element required. .

‘to- make secialism Weork.-and~whicE pro-
vides it with. its soaxahst economic char-‘ -

acter
"In capitalist- soc1ety economlc actxwty

is not carried on in-a ‘conscious -and .

planned way. Production’ is “anarchic”

because it is regulated by an uncertain -

market. The ecomemy and.the govern-

ment, the industrialist and the politician

are not single entities under eapitalism.
In a society, however, where the economy
has been. nationalized the ehstmctlon ‘be-.
tween economic managér and political
leader no: longer can be made. Politics
and economics are fused. Under-capital-
ism the gap between economics and poli-
tics permits one to accurately -speak  of
economic base and political ‘superstrue-
ture. But where the gap is closed, where
politics and economics are- synthesxzed
this duality becomes a thing of the past.

The means of productlon and distribu- -

tion, ‘taken over by the state, must be
regulated and consciously planned by the
state. But this economic planning is or-
ganized by the same state which adopts
political policies,. which negotiaties with
foreign powers, ete. There is not and can-
‘not be in any natienalized economy one
state for planming the economy and an-
other state for.planning polities. Thatvis

_absurd on: the face of it. )
. ln- a -nationalized economy. Hnen whoevet. o

- the-worker would- no 1onger begoppressed
5. DY the,éame sense’ “of remoteness ;and. in-

posublc io hcve Ahe hrmer wiﬂ\ﬁuf ﬂle
-latter. Mou than that it is. possible to’

controls the state eonh'o!'s'—‘ olt: pofitical- -~ . =}
.- and economic life. That is why when a- -
- socialist speaks of socialization he means -

nationalization. plus democracy. For the

- working class can- control or own the

state only through its mass political or-
_ganizations and these mass organizations
of the working class have meaning only if
they are controlled from below. To ef-
fectivate this control, democracy is of
the essence, for the working class is the
onty class which cannot rule—either po-
litically or economically—except on the
basis of democracy. Capitalism can do

-without democracy and for Stalinism de-
- mocracy is anathema. But for the working

class and for socialism, democracy is as
oxygen to life. Where the working class—
and the people as a whole—are deprived

of demeocracy in- a nationalized economy -

there totalitarianism rules.

REGIME OF TERROR

We have said that democracy is mot
only essential for defining socialism-but

. that.it is precisely the element which can

make socialism work. The reason:—de-
mocracy makes for efficiency whereas die-
tatorship makes for enormous waste. In
Russia, the economy is enoi'mously handi-
eapped by the regime of terror. A factory
worker. deprived ‘of any real:voice in-the -
problems of his shop or community has:
Jittle to offer in the way of construetive -

suggestions. The: instinet - of ‘'self-preser-..
~vation tells' him- to keep his eyes on-his -
:work .and his mouth-shut, unless it is te’
mechanically endorse some- plan or other -

‘that' is put t6 4 “vote.”

" . -But it is not only fear whlch loses for
“the totalitarian nationalized économy the
. invalwable. services. that could .be- pes- .
-formed by a free worker lwmg in-a work-
.ers’ democracy. Essentially it is: the same
‘problem . of  alienation which - exists | for

‘the - worker. under cap1talxsm. Depnved
of all-freedomi-~the worker . under. Stalin-

~ism is naturally ‘deprived of any interest -

in hig* Job beyond getting through with

. . his da¥ in the shop or -the miill. “Whete .
‘the -ecohomy. is ‘socializediendt ‘national- -
- jzed-~where -the individual: Wdlker has' a
’\genume voice in.the affairs .of his' ~s‘nop,
-a.voice in economic plarmmg on'a local

level. ‘and a vome in; natlonal

whlch n@ntrol the o, therekive

differepce "and frustration. that: ‘typifies

~“the worker under capltalxsm -aid Stalin-
Clsmy Sp,clahsm must prov;de ‘the, mdwxd--
. 'nal . worker ~with the leisure, -comforts,” |
rights. and will to improve the: operatlon

of:his shop and his .community. -
.- . N I

‘The goal of  socialism is to- estabhs‘h

- democracy in ‘all ‘spheres of social life.
" The method of socialism is to’ practlce

-democracy in its own movement, and. to:
‘struggle - for- democracy . wherever it is
.denied, restricted, or abolished. I social-

T ‘-ists. have learned anything £tom the
- history of -the.past thirty ‘years it is to .
-stress: more- heawily than they ever did
“befare the Tiextrieable: reiﬂumslup he.«

tween socmhsm and democracy
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- oL NBERTIES (I"VIl RIGHTS
The Sacmllst Goal and the Immedmte Program |

h Duiiné the past decade, there has been little
opportumty for socialists in the United States
{0 argue- effectlvelv for a specifically socialist.

“point of view before significant sections of the

In America Today

By MICHAEL HARRINGTON

* Tabor movement or of the society-as a whole. The _ment .in’ Korea and Indochina. But- more than this

.,.general conservativism of the United "States, " chromology, .there“was the demonstration that the ve--

»primarily. a funetion of the cold war (and of '

' “Itsmost extreme manifestation, McGarthyism),:
. “éffectéd every class and stratum in-the-nation. .
"And the socialist movement, as is well known,

reached the lowest ebb in fifty years.
And yet this same. period  has: presented. a “hele

«series-of problems-which demanded immediate answers. -~

{They -forced the Independent Socialist. tendency to de-
ffirie the -relation of their worked-out program to ‘these
“issues and this:was; to say the least; a difficult task..On

 ttherone hand, it was: necessary that .the socialist move-

~vierence between genuine and . joyal

":ihe warious. means. which . the” Independént " Socialist”
- vtendency.~has employed to- achieve eoncretization of -~
-itheir:full.and.rounded views in- terms of the immediate
rproblems: in .foreign policy, with regard to the . labor -
- vragvement;. ete.- This -article proposés-to déal with two:. >
; verynmpontant areasy civil libertxes and civil - nghts

N Crwl Lrberhes forfA"

“The prac’cxcal and-immediate program of mdependent:
‘socialism with respect to civil liberties was the ‘princi-

:ament. dct effectively and in terms of the actual soeial
reahty before ity on the ‘other. hand, the soefalists had
fto make théir own part1cu1a1 contribution to the mode
=of stru*rgle ‘They -could not view-edech situation in isola-
» tion” but, saw it ag part of a larger social development.

Tlils mecnf of course, that ‘the position. .of ‘valture
soclulusn\" had to be decisively rejected. That peculmr
{ forin of sectarianism which sees. the immediate “probiem,
esp'ecmlly if it leads o social misery, as a-mere instru-

ment for the creation of socialist consciousness; is both.
iheoreﬁcajly and prachcully an--abomination.- For. one .

+hing, nonssocialists who form the, overw]:elmmq majority
.of -the American popildfion can understand the :dif-
commitment - and
“'using'. a situation for some ultimate goal.:
such an upproach is a contradiction of the:mostbasic
scclallsi’ concern for lelping actual, living human. beings
*l'o mprove their lives' thréiigh” assocmfed human effort:

.On thesother: hand, it 1mpesed upon the- mdependent

: somahsts the difficult job of relating their action in im-

~mediate situations to their ultimate .conceptions of &
~wozld . in .crisis. Other articles in this issue treat with

"pled” defense of the rights of “all--Im a pericd which saw:
.the liberal movement, as an organized tendency, re-

“treat fmm its similar peosition, this was a ‘ininority. pe-

smon An% : Ameéricdn soaxety Tt was focuséd nrost im-

{portantly on’ a symbolic issue:

a gort of htmus test for the civil libertarian.

The mdin-theoretician of the Fiberal rétreat—and. con--

f&equ_éﬂﬂy the figure ,upon whom the socialists ‘concen:
trated their criticism—wds Sidney Hook. .In his. book,

" Heresy, Yes=--Gonspiracy, Nol'Hook argued that-the con-.
s'pirui'oncl character of American Commanism unfitted its.

- members for feaching and placed them beyonq the pale
vof “thé "Fights of ‘advocacy which liberalism normqlly de-
" fended even for .its foes. The indepéndenf socialists point-
.@d out that this analysis grossly oversimplified ' the
realli’y of the Communist Party—in particular, that it
‘imputed a degree of conspiruforrd participation to every
‘imember of the Party which flew in the:fate -of alt evi-

- " dence and experience. But beyond this,’ the chief argu-
 >ment. was.that.dhe .traditional rights of those-with whom

‘we most basically disagree——Commumsf or fascist—mus?
be defended at all costs.

".'This was the immediate program. It placed. the inde-

{- pendent socialists in a general community of various left
liberals, spokesmen of the labor movemient, ete., and in

i this. .sense .it..did not.differentiate them from various
;prineipled non-soeialist liberals and labérites. But there

" - were differences. For in arguing for their point of view,

«the .socialists.. pnt,fo;ward an.extended analysis of- the
problem of eivil liberties in tne Umted States.

: And-~then,.

the right of the Com-
" Ymunist Party member to teach. For it was ‘on this ques-

. ition that the traditional forces of American libefalism
made their mest oepen surrender of plmcxple It becare

- Witch-hunt and Cold War

The key coneeption of the socialist analysis was the
relation of the witchhunt to the c¢old war. It was pointed
out that the représsion really began in earnest with the
outbreak of that conflict; that it-intensified and took its
most extreme, McCarthyite form during the Korean
Wayr; and that it began to “normalize” with the settle-

pression was.of a- piece with the: general tendency of
the Anrerican camp-in the cold war: an inability to meet

_the political challenge of Conununism .with- a démno-

cratie. political program and a consequent reliance upon

.military. alliances. and -repression. . This over-all tend-

. .ency of American ¢apitalismin.the Cold War was-seen

. as the background for the domestic witch-hunt.

« Given this: analysis, independent socialists wete able
to make a:significant and unique contribution to’the -strug-
gle: for civil liberties. They did not, for example,: sée

. McCarthy ‘as: a fascist (as the’ Socialist Workers  Party
sdid);-and neither did they adopt an attitude of *‘critical
- support’. of the wai’chhunf as so-many liberals cnd some

= sociatists did.

 fountaihhéad. of organizational

In addition, the Independent Socialist League has
widged a long, difficult and costly strug
and hence personal
blacklisting in Ameuca, the attoreny general’s “List of
Subverswe Organizations.” While this struggle has as-

sumed the form of the demand that the ISL be remowed. -
* from thé list, its broader purpose is to strike a. decisive

blow at the list itself.
During. the McCalthy stpugcrle, socrahsts played an

important and honorable role in the fight. .But now, our -
~-analysis-must take us one step .further. The witchhunt
. has become less hystervical—but its institutions remain.

Currently, there is:an al-out attack upon the Supreme

. Court, partly because of its decisions on civil liberties,

- partly because of-those on civil rights. Our more general

parhclpcﬂon in the dgy to day- ‘struggle. In a

. sociation for the Advancement of Cotored Pedple. Fhe -
-old sectarian attitude toward-the  NAACP-vanished under

..particularly the. great.campaign in

s afd’ within ithe. NAACP, even as-they tried to- make it
" more of a membershlp ‘organization; :

conception—that. the attack on freedom is a general
- characteristic of. our society at this. time;

that .the
tendency toward the garrison state is a permanent

threat in the era of the cold war and war economy-—is

more . relevant than ever; If.must. be. argued to those

. libevals. who think that the.whole problem ended with

the defeat of McCarthwte power,

's_f'rugfg*ie?fo-:_-‘-*c,"vil;im"g"hts |

._The burst .of Negro consciousness: which took place

»_.followmg the Supreme Court«decision on sehool mtegla-

tion. in May, 1954 was, of eouise, one-of.the most. im-

_portant social phenomena in -recent American history.

In terms of mass action, it represénted the only signifi-

- ¢ant.movement in the United States in the. recent period.

And here again, the problem of the relation -between
the 1mmediate fight for this-or that piece of legislation

“and-thé- over-all stmggle forcactual Negro emancipation

was posed

A5

" 'LABOR ACTION

‘But there: were even deeper ramifications of the civil
rights struggle.: And here,; the Indeperident Socialist.de-

“ mand for political realignment through the creation’ of

a labor party took on -a mueh deeper significance. For

the civil rights movement ran intoe the bipartisan nature-

of American reaction as an immediate and obvious prob-
lem. The defection from-the Democratic Party in the
1956 election veached considerable preportions, and the

numbers were even more significant in the South than .

in the North.-At the Prayer Pilgrimage meeting in 1957,
every spokesmen .of the Negro movemznt—from the

NAACP, from WIontO*omery, from-all tenden01es—-com-.

mented on this fact in outl aged terms.

In more recent times, the civil rights struggle has sub-
sided from the levels which it reached during the Monh-

‘ gomery-boyco¥t. Yet it-is obvious that the issue' cannot

be wished away by -politicians seeking to- cioak their
standpatism in calls for "moderdtion." Next September,
the problem of integration will be posed once: again—and
‘in an ele¢tion-year. And once again, the politicians will

fry to doublé-taik their way. around the obligation of .

every .deécent and democratic-minded person to- give the

. moment for integration full and unambiguous support. In

_ this area of American life, the gap between specifically

sociaiist demands, in the main that of the labor party; and
the immediate issue is not great. It is. clearly impossible
for the Negro movement to develop such a:party on its

own—yet it is also obvious that this tremendously -im- -
portant social movement may well be the spark which -
sets off p*ohhcui realignment—and the result will indeed-

be explosive.,

-Significant Contribution

“Thus, it the atea of civil rights, independent socialists -

wevre, ‘able to make a significant contribution both in
terms of action for immediate geals and as a force which

- sought to help bring the movement to a conscicusness of

the more far-reaching changes which are riecessary to

_insure,a veal and lasting victory.

These two cases give us the opportunity to genevalize
on. the experience of independent socialism in the last
decade—to understand more fully the practical prob-
lems of the socialist movement as it attempts to become

. once. again a factor in American life. And in-every in-

zle against the

.successful and determined. group in .terms

stance, the conclusion imposed upon us by our work is
that socialists muist ro6t out -every bit of sectarlam;m

. that is left in us.

It was one of the tragedies of American life, for in-
stance, that the Communist. Paity, of all the radical and
radical-seeming- organizations, was for -years the most
of: fighting
with its

for ahd influencing America’s. Negroes.. Even;.

‘slogan of “self-determination,” even with-its couritless

sell-outs (including sabotage .of the. March on-Washing-

‘ton- ‘movement in the- Forties), the Communists. were

-able to-make an impression. And they did so because
they did not disdain-the-hard;, day to-day werk-for the

undramatic but necessary ‘demand. In so fai-as they.
were successful it- was because they-won-a-certain re-

spect-in_oction. And often enough, this compensated for
the losses ‘which they suffered because of-their slavish

adherence to the-dictates of Russian-foreign-policy.. -

Looking back upon-a decade, we can say.thot the in-

" dependént socialist movement developed the: right po-

- sition; the abstract formulation which was adequate- to

" the situation, but that it failed fo find deep roots in:the.
- daily life of the civil rights struggle. The genéral reasons:

which- ted to- the -isolation ~and” détlifie ~of 'socialisth in

* America were too powerfuf 1o be overcome-in-this sifgle

fiefd. - However, n looking forwdrd to the reconstruciion .
" --of the sofcu'msf movement: it is-clear that-one vital condi-
tion fot its success isithat socialists. must -become a-foyal,

indigenous '#eii‘d“ency' 'wifh'irl' “the civil rights movement,

Something to Offer

. The. mdependenl' socmllsf movemeni was: commﬁed to -

important uc’hons—mnsf purﬁcuhrly. in-theé- Prayer Pilgri-
mage for.Freedom.last May—ithere was very real parfici
pation. Throughou‘l- the country. independent-socialists
were involved in aiding in the-work of the' National As<

the impact of the developing-movement for civil rights.
-~ Bat-even-as socialists attempted to act as loyal and

: militant adherents “of-the organized movement fof civil
‘rights, they: also tried to help -carry’ that” fight'

to a
higher-level. -\On the:one hand, this meant welchming
Montgomery}” Ala-
bama and 'all that.it signified. Theé NAACP had been
criticized - by socialists. for somé -years -because pbf its
bureaucratic _tendencxes, the sometimes timid -difitude

. thegreat mass-influx into the civil nghts moveme?t and

“of sections of its leadership, the rFefusal to mobi]ite the
. mass support which existed for its cause. In more

ecent
years this generalization, whatevér force it had ‘in"the
past, had become quite uneven. In some areas; e':péma}ly
in the -South,  the .great upheaval made the NAA‘CP a
focus .of militant popular action. In every area, this

‘organization -had won the support of Negroes ds the

series ‘of -

Oné of the ways gluaranteed not to’ achteve this-is by"

having socialism become a parasitic' growth ‘ont the ac-
tual civil rights niovement. Until American soetalism has.
somethng

workers, immediate and realistic policies -for - detual

problents—it :cannot speak with its-own-woice:in' the .

civil rights movenrent.. Socialists -must: work for civil

“rghts, of course, but they: eannot become a-burden to

that strucgle; Thesé. socialists who “attach’-themselves

‘“to this or that battle, who push-sociatist’ ‘agitation. with-

out being able:to give socialist aid--they witknot#id the
¢ivit rights movemeiit; and -neithei- will they raid- -soeial-

. ism. The problem, we must repeat.- ‘1s that soeigdism be-

cofied a posxtwe, rnchoe’nous fmce w1thm the; cwﬂ rlghts
‘movement: :

- Al of this: adds up to asseries of 1mportant PYOPoOSi-
tions. First, that- the " “Soctdlist: movement is' not a “vul-

ture” 'Whlch simply “uses”™ issues: to push socla}rsm, but' ’
Y. .

- that it seeks to be & loyal and mdloenous ten&enev ¢on-

instrument of their struggle: Thus socialists foucvbt for

‘strides.
‘Debsian: movement, -there are greater possibilitiés; real-
potentialities for practical work.. And we shall-succeed, .

cerned ‘with the 1mmed”ate p¥ oblems of life'tnour time.
Second, that socialists ‘must not: simply be activists

" {though thatis; ‘of course, the p1econd1t10rr of somahst'} '
effectiveness); but that'they must niake then own pat- |
ticular and umque contribution. In the past decade,

mdependent gocialism' has achxeved an understandifig
of this in a theoxetxcal way and it has mrade practical
But mnow, with our conception of: a- broad,

both -in. solving "the aetual,-‘immediate problems and in

-raising the level of uhderstanding of’ them, as-we-break
utterly with all past sectarl&msm and-turn-toward-gen- -
uine cooperative: effort-with the miltions in Atderica-who - .

-are confronted with.the threat.of: the thch~h.mt mﬁx R
the antx-democracy of Jlm C].OW. Sls s e e i

to -offer-~fimancial 4id, numbers- of active '

f?x-
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A Discussion of Socidlist Electoral Policy Today

- The Next Step- For America’s Workers:

'By GORDON HASKELL

At the risk of over-simplification one might say that the American
‘people are confronted with three major political issues today. These are
the recession and all the allied and connected ecoriomic problems; foreign
policy, which includes also armaments and all aspects of preparation for
nuclear warfare; and civil rights, which embraces the whole field of dis-

crimination and 1nequa11ty

Now, whatever may be said for
‘the two-party system which domi-
‘nates American political life, it
would be difficult to argue that it
offers-a clear-cut and effective po-
litical instrumentality by which the
‘American people can grapple with these

problems. To. be sure, the Demoerats -
‘tend more than the Repubhcans to favor’
large-scale government. mterventlon to’
- . offset the recession; though the pleas of
‘the unions for swift and massive action

have met with almost’ the same glacial
response from the Democratic leadership
-as- fromy their colleagues across the Con-
gressjonal isles. On forergn policy and
armaments, both ‘parties are hodge-pod-
ges. of conflicting counsels and tendencies.
On civil rights, Republican espousal of
the struggle for Negro equality is belied
by their general indifference tb the plight

of the underdog in American society,
while the Solid South" continues the wide-
open cleavage in the Democratic Party
which paralyzes if on this and many an-
other issue. on a "national scale, .

_ﬂue major -issues of the day reflects, to.a
gertain extent, the confusion which pre-
vails . among the American people as a
whole. But one of the reasons for the
existence of political parties is, or should
be, that they serve to clarify issues, to
shape and lead public opinion to the form-
ulation and execution of policy, to present
H;e people with alternatives around which
they can rally. The institutional organiza-
%ion of American politics seems as if de-
signed to frustrate rather than to facili-
tate the clarification of issues, the coun-
terposition of programs, and the assess-
inent of responsibility for their unplemen-
tation and execuhon

- PARTIES IDENTICAL?"

The fact that the major lssues cut
across the two mass parties does not mean
_that these are in all respects indentical.

. For there is an -additional fact about
American politics which should never be -

1gnored specizlly by socialists. This is
,_the fact that the Amerlcan workmg class,
organized. and unorganized, is ‘overwhelm-

ingly : aommltted to the Democratlc Party -

'The reasons for thlS are many, and can-
_ not_be dealt. with "in. this essay. But it
makes a certam sense to say that the

 workers and their orgamzatlons support:

the Democrats not because they are the

party. of the “common man,” but that’

" the Démocrats-tend to Temain the more’

plebeian 'of the two parties because the

orkérs and their organizations contmue
g’oggedly to support them.,

- The.ery- f01 a radieal re-allgnment of
Amenca.n political life has waxed and
_ waned: for decades. Such: developments
as the Dixie-GOP lineup in Congress
which .repeatedly frustrated social legis-
lation under Truman; the bolt of- the
Pixiecrats from the Democratlc Party in
1948; - the defection to Eisenhower of
large segments of the Democratic ma-
chines in the South have been only ‘the
most recent demonstrations of the per-.
sisting tendency toward such a re-align-
ment. Many more could be pointed . to in
earlier times. But the binding forces
1ns1de both partles, ‘their function as vast
Job ‘power and influénce trusts which
tie the . profess:onal politicians and -all
. their benefactors and beneficiaries to each
... other, e so far proved stronger than
>_-~t5ee

:filga] forces Wh]Ch tend to d1-,

w-.g-._-‘ - ;’n Lo (3k g 0% "“}‘:—.-‘«‘:4 S TR RSt

vide them: along the lines of class -and
social differences.

FOR LABOR PARTY

For a long time a section of the socialist
movement in this country has cailed for
the formation of a labor party as the next
great step forward for the American

working. class: Though. this call has found-

its'echo.in. one or another section of the

- labor movement, for the most -part it has

been rejected as premature, impractical or

basically wrong by. the bulk of the labor .
leadership and of the organized workers

who follow them. Their chief argument
against it has been that the formation of
a lgbor. parfy would isolate the labor
‘movement politically and_ reduce its ef-
fectiveness rather than enhance it. In ad-
dition, many who in the past were willing
1o accept the idea of a labor party as a
long-term possibility for the United States,
rejected it as q practical ‘objective on the
grounds that the organized labor move-
ment which: would necessarily have to be
the base and backbone of such a party
was itself divided politically and organiza-

- tionally. If the unions cant get together on
" The confuslon within both pcrhcs on -

pressing trade union questions, the ‘argu-
ment went, how can anyone expect them
to -pull together politically?

Today one of the biggest obstacles to
the formation of a labor party in this
country has been virtually overcome. The
labor movement is now overwhelmingly
organized in a single, centralized federa-
tion. Though individual unions still have
the possibility of opposing the poltxcal
policies: of the AFL-CIQ, labor is in a
position. to speak with a single voice as
never before.

'LABOR IN POLITICS

Further, the American working. class
is now in_polities in- a way in which it

-has never-been in adl its-previous history.

In-one- m&]or political:- center after.an-

other, it is an open secret that the labor

movement. has taken over the burden of
maintaining and running the Democratic

. Party as. this becomes too-much for the.
outmoded and. discredited political::ma- .

chines of the past. True, since the unions

.. feel they must do.this in<a. shamefaced,

. almost .underground ‘manner,:the: power -
and.authority they.actually. assert in the-.
party never corresperds .to. the - forces ~

. they. deploy in.its battles. and the- credit

they deserve for its. victories.

The fact.is that the labor movement'
suffers from cultural lag-in the political

sphere. Today, with  its fifteen million
members.in every key industry and center-

“in the country, it has. very much the-

same: political feeling of isolation, of be-
ing a “minority movement, ” of being per-

petually on the defensive as it had when -

it represented only a small part of - the
working .class and an 1n51gn1ﬁcant part
of the nation..Since its position in the
Democratic Party binds its . political

“strategy and appeal within the narrow

limits . acceptab]e to the “1espectab1e
elements in the party, and since it vol-
untarily assumes all the political burdens
which go with identification with the

Democratic Party (responsibility for Jim

Crow in the South, and hence nationally;.
responsibility for political double- dealing
and corruption; responsibility for the do-
nothing Democratic “opposition” leader-
ship in Congress), the labor movement
dooms itself to remaining: on the defen-.

_8tve on all mattels pertammcr to its most

narrow interests, while. beggmg the party

.__leadershlp for adequate policies on such, -

vital national issues as the current re-
cesston.

CULTURAL LAG

s not at all excluded that some crisis:

in American political life may speedily

force the labor movement to overcome the-

cultural- lag which still binds -it’ to the
Democratic Party. Adamant refusal of sec-
tions of the party to respond to the cry-
ing- needs of the people in an extended
recession; another major flare-up of the
struggle for Negro equality; an ill-advised
aftempt of big business to curb and "do-
mesticate” the labor- movement in which
its: liberal "friends" refuse to stand up

and be counted—any: one. of these, or a

piling up of all of them on top of edch

.other could force the labor movement to

gather, its real allies around it in a new
political formation. Call' it what they
might this would be in essence a labor
party, or the heginnings of one.

If that should  happen, all socialist
groups, tendencies and organizations
would have to define thejr attitude and
their  relations to such a new political

" party. But even if ‘it turns out that such

a development is some way off, the social-
ist movement in Amerieca is compelled to
relate itself to the politics of the working.
class. - Any renewal and growth of the
socialist movement in the period  ahead
makes the way in which it approaches
this preblem more impor.tant_ for its fu-
ture than it has been in the era of stagna-

-tion and decline which we all ‘hope is now

coming to a close,
o . |
SOCIALISTS AND LABOR

The attitude of American socialists

toward the politics of -the working ¢lass -
toward the:
idea of a labor party, has been varied -

in this country, :including
and changing. Since it was founded as
the Workers Party in 1940, the Inde-
perident Socialist tendency hag been fair-
ly well united on its belief that the for-
mation of a labor party is the next nec-
essary and ardently-to-be-desired step for
the Anmierican labor movement,

This view has not been shared by “all
socialists. Some have felf that the only

party which socialists can support, regard-- .
is ' one-

less. of time or. circumstances,
clearly committed to the :goal of social-

ism, and -that: the rise of: a labor party .
 which would, in “all likelihood be atits
inception a reformist party, would merely
mean - one - more obstacle between: the-
workers :and - the ‘only :party wlm:h could‘-:-~
-lead 'their emancipation. ..

Othier ‘soeialists, in the long perlod of

'the declifie and- isolation of Socialism ‘in -
Americd, decded that there was no point .
- to maintaining ‘a socialist political inove~
‘ment at all; and sought to achieve their

objectives through the Democratlc Party
(or. the Liberal Party-in New York).

. Many ‘who -shared this opinion dropped

out of any and all socidlist organizations,
and ‘either ‘abandoned socialist ideas al-

together, or sought to hang on_to their

socialism-as a private and often “closely

‘guarded (though seldom defénded) per-

sonal conviction. But others were led to
adopt this course primarily because they

believed that the socialist movement in -

this country was doomed for a long time

to be isolated and impotent, and because, -

rightly or wrongly, they placed primary
emphasis on working in the mainstream
of American labor politics rather than on
seeking to influence its direction -from a
socialist base. .

ISL POLICY

When the Workers Party ehanged its
name to Independent Socialist League in

1949, one of the considerations. which -
motivated its members was the recogni-.

tion that nelther in size nor in function
weze we a party

in any sense in which . toward-a party. arising out of-a. re—ahgn- .
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in America, including the more “"htlcaT-
ized workers.in the labor movement. Hand:
in hand with the desire to bnng our title
in closer confermity to dur actual funec-
tion, went the decision in general to stop
trying to act like a party, that is, to stop
the exhausting and fruitless attempt to

-Tun candidates in elections.

The factors of numbers and- resources
which led the ISL to adopt this attitude
have cpplled in our opinion, to all social-
ist groups .

long as: ‘the socialist movement as a ‘whole
remains tiny, its relations to the vast labgr
movement.are not likely o be affected by

one or another decision on this: question,
at least not vitally. If it runs candidates,
both its members and those they appegl
to understand that this is simply ¢ meaits
of currymg on its educational activity; of
gaining publicity for its ideéas. If it doés
not, its members and those they appeal to
understand that this is not beceuse socials

ists have décided to abstain from politics,. -

but because-they do not see how . their
direct intervention- in the election: By
means of running their own candidates can
advance the propagation of their |de¢s
under the given circumstances.’

Of course, such” considerations. onl‘y .

dominate when .the movement is tiny
and isolated, when there is little or mio

chance that the number of" votes cast -

for its candidate will influence the: eled-
tion in any way, let alone that they. will

be elected. But-it is quite clear that if: "
the democratic socialist movement. sues-

ceeds in' uniting and regrouping itself,

if it begins to emerge from -its isolationp

and to assume a real role in the life of
the American workmg class and of Amer=
ican society as a whole, these considera~

tions miist yield to other ones-in ‘the: for~

mation of qoclahst electoral policy. o

ELECTORAL ACTION : ¥

Whlle the Independent Socialist Leagug :

has bezun to consider the new problems
which may.arise out of the revival of the
American socialist movement, and’ spec1f-
ically in the field of electoral policy, the
discussion has not yet jelled suﬁiaently
for us to be able to say that we have zz
¢

: “p051t10n,” however tentative atid"subje

to-later modification, on all aspects of the
question. All we can do at thitime’is to
present:conflicting arguments wWhich have
been- put -forth in' our ranks” with the
hope that discussion on this vital quest
tion will take place among all democratlc
socialists. . .

~ One Igne' of reasoning has it that as long
as the labor movement remains in the Dems
ocratic Party, socialist have no alterna-
tive but to'urge absiention from electoraf
activity where they cannot ‘fruitfully ram
candidates of ‘their own, or to run- cunslf-
dates against the Democrats wherevér
their forces and resources make- this pess
sible and profitable. Accordiﬂg Yo - thig
view, to support candidates in the Deme-
-eratic - primaries or elections,- or to- ‘res
frain from opposing them. no mater how

“laboristic* they might be, or how he‘av:!?'

supported by the labor movement, is’ o
cross the cldss lime in pelitics and $o-bé=

-came’ supporters: or: at- least apologisis

for a-party -which is fundementally: tied
to and fundamentally represents a: secfmu

. .of the capitalist class. - I

SOCIALISTS ON BALLOT - _ | .-

Accordmg to- this: approach; the- reTaA
tmn of forces between the socialist movew
ment and the labor movement is vntuallv
irrelevant to a correct decision on social-

ist electoral policy. It is the job of socials -
ists to influence and educate the workers -

and the labor movement' by all -means at
their disposal. Election time is one durmg
which interest in political ideas and issues

“tends to be at -a peak, Correspondingiy,
. the .means for reaching: people, both

technical and _psychological, ,are - most’
open to socialists at that. time. But thesy
are only open to organizations who .get
their candidates on the ballot. and who
act as if they were seriously seeking to
get the vote out for their candidates. To
fail to take advantage of such goldem
opportunities for socialist education fom

fear of antagonizing some labor leaders

or even workers verges on criminal ne-
glect of socialist duty. .,

Adherents. of this point of view in the

- socialist movement may differ -on-suehi

. questions as what the attitude of social+
“ists should be:to such semiaind&pendent’”

- laboristic pohtlcal formations ‘as:. thes

Liberal . Party in New York,. or: evem

lTurn f& lasf pagel . RN

in Amencﬁ for somia fime, .
though . ¥o--some less Hhan fo offiérs, As - =~
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E A Socialist Program for Peace and Freedom
FOR A

By SAM BOTTONE
. “United States Launches Peace Offensive.”

This is one headline which has- hardly been .

‘seen within the living memory of man, and
- certainly not in the last decade. It is also difficult
: to recall an article entitled “What’s Right with
- U.S. Foreign Policy Why the West Maintains
" the Initiative in the Cold War.” Pelitical initia-

- tive has been elusive ; dynamism at most verbal ;

- mass appeal a ﬁgment of the imagination.

Conservatives, liberals, and radieals while opposing
~Russian- aims have all been critical of U.S. foreign
Policy. In fact no one is satisfied. This feeling is about
&8s close to. a common denominator in American politics
-as. anything can be. The reasons for this dissatisfaction
-stem from all points of the.political compass. The diag-
.noses, proghoses: and prescriptions may be different, but
-the symptoms are widely recognized.

Last Deeember C. L. Sulzherger, cheif farergn corre-
-spondent of -the New ¥York Times, wrote & . series of
‘articles en “What’s Wroeng With U.S. Foreign Policy.”
Considering the source from which it comes it is
exceptionally thorongh. Here is a partial listing of
things wrong with American foreign pelicy extracted
from Sulzberger’s article:

‘Indictment of U.S. Policy

® Negative anti-communism . . . overestimated U.S. tech-
nological superiority over Russia .. . engaged in diplo-
matic sermonizing . . . meddle in the affairs of other
‘countries like the 1948 elections in ltaly and Guatemala
+ « . preach democracy and support dictatorship . . . ves.
figes of MgCarthyism have stifled independence and bofd-
ness of thought . . . underestimated the effect of Sputnik,
although State Department knew about it in advance . . .
tied our relations with Japan to a veto held by Chlung.
specuﬁcally on Formosa and Okinawa.

‘® ‘Pactomania—military pacts placed above all other
consideragions and consequently “we. have strayed into
an apparent dead end from which, neither of our favor-

ite policy slogans—containment oz liberation—can extri- .

cate us. . ..

Weighted down forelgn policy- erientation by mili-
tary considerations .
to provide economic ‘aid . . . used our economic-aid
mainly to support military establishments . . . helped
to build military establishments incapable  of fighting
modern wars upon economies incapable. of supporting
such -establishments.

@ Channeled. our economic. aid through unpopular and
_often reactionary governments thus tying U.S. to status
gquo while. Russia opposed it . . . places guns before but-

ter for the underdeveloped countries as the determinant .
. of our policy . .

. China policy tied to Chiang when it
- is clear that Chiang will never return to the mainland,
and if he did would not be popular . .. German policy
places low priority on reumﬁcatlon in favor of a re-
armed Germany.
@ Southeast Asia Treaty Organization is designated to
meet a military problem when the real problem is that
of Russian economic and political penetration . ... ditto
the Middle East Treaty Organization . . . Eisenhower Doc-
trine has no mass support among Arabs: and is tied to
-an -untenable status que . . . in short the U.S. has no
‘Middle East policy that makes sense to anyone, especial-

ly -our allies . . . the U.S. has permitted crises among .

allies, like Algeria and Cyprus to fester and threaten dis-
umfy in the NATO alliance. -

© Sulzberger’s list is long and impressive and .it does
not begin to exhaust the problem. It states these as facts
which only need to be enumerated not proved, for their
validity is self-evident.

Why This Dismal Record?

. Finding an explanation for this state of affairs has
caused much anguish among administration supporters
and liberal. critics alike, and various . theories have
been suggested. Many have- question how the U.S., a

eountry with a former reputation for anti-colonialism- - -
- is now charged with imperialism throughout the under- .

developed part of the world. Why have the staunchest
supporters of U.S. policy reactionaries like Chaing; Rhee
‘and ‘Franco? Why has a totalitarian system like Stalin-
ism been able to win masses to support of its proposals?
* If the struggle is between democracy and the free
world, totalitarianism and slavery, then it would be
expected that the mass of the colonial peoples would be
flocking to support of U.S. policies and those of its allies.
Stalinism - would  be dealt one .crushing blow after
another. Instead what setbacks have been experienced by
‘the Kremlin have had less to do with Washington’s poli-

R “eies than with the struggles of the subjugated peoples of
: ansteranurope for freedom from:the Stalinist empire:
:4 % < In the United ‘States there has been.a painfully slow

growth in understanding- the- reasons for the relatively -
-dynamic. character: of. Stalinist- policy -as -against  the.. :

. underestimated Russia’s ability .

: sfa'llic policy of the Sfc#e Depcr ent. It has become al-

most axiomufic, specificatly among liberals, %o -point to
the revolutionary nature «f the age we live in. 1t is rec-
ognited as a period of the' decline of the old colonial
empires and the triumph of the strivings of the former

subjected peoples to win aationhood and seif-expression.

And it is rucfully acknowledged that although the U.S.
does not have a major colonial empire of it own, it sup-

" ports the colénial empires of it NATO allies. Therefore

(it is the chief defender of the status quo in the world
against a force which, atthough it is fofalmlrmn. repre-
sents change from the old forms of bondage.

The Liberal Proposals

This recognition has led many liberals like Chester
Bowles, Justice William Douglas and even Adlai Steven-
son to stress that thu U.S. has to recognize the revolu-
tionary. period " in which we live’ and to support

_the democratic aspirations of these new revolutionary

movements,

This is a big advance over theories whxch attribute

the crisis in American foreign policy te traitors in the

' State Department, the diabolical cleverness of Commun-

ists, or the moralist preaching of the Secretary of State.
It -could get us much farther than the complaint that
Russia is undemocratic and consequently can maneuver
at will without having to account to public opinion, while
the - U.S. is ‘burdened with a democratlc form of
government.

1t has often been perplexing if not an ouright mystery
to many liberals: men in high office or near high office
make seemingly knowledgeable speeches about how the
U.S. must expand Point Four, support the revolutionary
aspirations of the Asian and African peoplesi and not
oppose social reform of feudal and semi-feudal societies
—yet nothing seems to happen. The same old policies re-
main. Sulzberger's catalogue of what is wrong was writ-
ten after years of such speeches. The United States still
appears on the side of reaction against the mounfmg
cries for ‘change and reform.

For to emphasize the need for social reform in this
way leaves out a vital part of the formula. It is that the
U.S. is the principal support of the status quo outside
of the Stalinist world. The status quo is capitalism with
its spheres of influence and remaining colonial empires,
and the U.S. is the most powerful of capitalist powers.

The revolutionary .demands for self-determination
and a better.life are not directed against the status quo
in general, but against specific governments most of
whom are Washington’s allies in a series of military
pacts stretching around the world. Thus they inevitably
affect the strength and stability of these alliances:

Because these revolutionary movements as a rule do
not want to line up inside of a military alliance, and
even -upset the existing military arrangements either
directly or through weakening some of the NATO allies,
the U.S. has viewed them with suspicion and even
outright hostility. The effect has been to push much of
Asia and Africa. into a neutralist or even pro-Russian
position, in defense against political and economic arm-
twisting by the West.

There is litfle doubt that the U.S. would prefer to have
more democratic regimes in Formosa, South Korea, Spain,

Pakistan or in many of the South American republics:’
_regimes that are more responsive to the needs and de-

sires of the people, But it will do nothing o suppert or
encourage democratic movements out of the fear that
they will move beyond the limits of a copitalist society
or oppose participation in one of the military alliances,
or destroy the economic privileges of American or allied
businessmen, While many recognize that economic de-
velopment in much of the world is intimately connecfed to
political and social development, very little is done be-
yond deploring the fact that what economic aid is sent
4o the underdeveloped countries can not be used. effec-
tively 'without fundamental social reforms. The conse-
quence of this kind of economic aid is that it benefits
primarily the few, supports the status quo, and prepares
the ground for a bitter anti-Americanism among the
masses, in fact among all but a narrow circle of compra-
dores,

.The -foreign: policy of a country tends; by and large,
to mirror its internal social relations. It would indeed

be an anachronism if the socially conservative capitalist-
class which dominates both the government and the

ideology of this country were-able to develop a foreign

- policy in tune with the dynamics of the revolutionary -

age in which we live.

Conservative Ruling Class

In its overwhelming majority and bulk, this class

continues to oppose the expansion of. social legislation-

in America. It is not yet reconciled, if it ever will be,.to
the existence of a powerful labor movement. After dec-
ades of struggle it has reluctantly acceded only to
the most elementary demands of the Negro people for
democratic: rights. While willing to spend lavishly for

armaments; it tight-fistedly resists pleas” for adeqnate -

expendatures for educatlon, health-and; housmg. e

To expect that such a class, or-a government inspired::-

by it, can develop a dynamic program.which-is based on
“and seeks to stimulate the creative, revolutlonary ener-
gies of millons of people throughout the world is utterly
unrealistic.

Progressive proposals and criticisms of various uspecfs
of Americon foreign policy have come from the labor
movement and from those liberals whose particular char-
-acteristic is distrust of the business and corporate execu~

tives who run the affairs of this capitalist society. In their

-own way, such liberals work for a democratic foreign
policy. But they are blocked at every decisive turn by
#the social conservatism of the capitalist class in this

-.country. Further, all too effen they combine attack on this

.or that aspect or result of the administration’s policy
with tacit or even explicit acceptance of its premises.
This not only obstructs their ability to formulate a gener-
al or basic critique of American foreign policy, but vie-
lates the effect of their crlhclsm and uﬁ'ack on its evi-
dent "weaknesses."

"Even at the time of the great erisis in the Stahmst
empire—Hungary—there was virtual paralysis. It was

easy to denounce Russian intervention, but American =

policy was helpless to exploit the crisis of Stalinism

which ‘it represented. For the revolution which shook -

world' Communism to its foundations also delivered a
mortal blow to the structure of American foreign: pohcy
in Europe embodied in NATO.

The North Atlantic Treaty Orgamzatlon is based on
‘the idea that hordes of Russian and satellite armies are

poised waiting for the first sign of weakness in order -

to march into. Western Europe. But after Hungary, no
one, literally no one belives: this to be a -possibility. A
dynamie and democratic. foreign policy weuld have
dictated an immediate withdrawal of U.S. troops from
the continent. These troops do not provide for military
-defense. Instead they are the political justification
Khrushchev uses to continue Russian accupation of
Eastern Europe. No greater blow to Stalinist power
«could be struck than by the withdrawal of these troops.

Only slowly has this idea begun to. acquire sufficient
respectability to elicit official reply. Former Ambassader
Gearge Kennan has articulated the hope of the European
peoples for disengagement of the giant powers from the
heart of their continent. But his views are resisted- by‘
spokesman of both Democrats and Repubhcans.

K

Democratic Forelgn Policy oy

For some time the Independent Socialist League has
advocated a democratic foreign policy as an alternative
to one based on support of outlived sgcial classes and-the
terror of mutual nuclear extermmatlon Our fn;adamen-
tal critique of U.S. foreign pelicy stems. from our general

socialist analyms and outlook, What we have triéd to do,

however, is to put forth a series of pohcxes “for the
solution of sorhe of the key world problems which can

be effective, and which can be supported by anyone de= -

voted to democracy and freedom, whethe1 or ﬂet he be
a socialist,

The central pnncuple of foreign policy which is. demo-
cratic in substance is, in our opinion, this: that top prmr-
ity be given to such programs, proposals and actions as

encourage and support the massea in every country im:-

the world to work and to fight for their own emancipa- -

tion, their own progress, their own development. That no - :
. support or encouragement be given anywhere in the world

to classes or governments which obstruct or suppress
the democratic aspirations and movements of their own
or other peoples. ‘

Introduction——

{Continved from page 1}

extent that itw ins democracy, it undermines the power
them virtually all the tendencies that exist separately

here. In the United States, in the absence of any mass

party of socialism, there is the Socialist Party-Soclal
Democratic Federation; it is small and it is weak but it
already exists as o relatively broad organization en=
compassing several different tendencies. The SP-SDF thus
hes- a remarkable opportunity thrust upon it. It con
serve %o wnite democratic socialism in America and
begin to restore socialism to its rightful place as a
virile movement. It is not o matter of pasting together
several small groups into a somewhat larger one but of
gathering together all resources foward the aim of
breaking out into the wide publi¢ arena. The SP- SDF
can make a unique contribution to the most speedy and
effective break-through and we, of the Independent So-
cialist League, are ready to unite with it in the common
cause. I remains for the SP-SDF to decide fo take
advcnhge of the new prospects opening up for rebmld-
ing and reuniting the movement.

We propose to build a broad movement. But it must

be a democratic socialist movement, democratic in’ ity

inner life; democratic in its principles; and demiesratic’

in its concéption of socialism. What ruined soetalism iy
“the United States was its identification with totalitarian’

‘dictatorship. And if socialism is “to be remewed, it
must come forward thhout hesitation as a democratic
movement,

-The task calls, we repeat, for the collaboration of. all'
democratic socialist currents. Here, in this special pam-
phlet-issue .of LABOR.ACTION, we present the distinctive

ideas of the ISL and underline the contribution which - -

it seeks to make to the restoration and the ideas of that

broad socialist movement. We. address it to socialists of-
all tendencies, not with the private aim. of prodding a-

few from one special program into ‘another, but to call:
attention to.our most pressing commen obligation. -

X .

It is nothing less.than-the restoration of the demo-" - .
-eratic. socialist. movement m Amerma. AR e SRR
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: The orgamzatmn has

'By WOHAEL H’ARRINGTON

For ‘over four years, the Young Sociatist
League ‘has been the orgamzed expressmn‘ of

the mdependent socialist’ tendency,in the yi uth

and  student. werld. Durlnb that time, major -
-changes have taken place in the campus seene;

and the YSL itself -has: undergone«a steady and
mgmﬁcant transformatlon :

The last great. su:,ge of” the Amer%can youth move-,
ment was in 1948, It was in that yéar that the spn,)' of
the Thzrtles———socxal protest, mvolvement and eonifiit-

ment—made its last appearance in’the United.: States

as an 1mportant ‘social. force. T1u1nans vxcimv in the
election. was a final burst of New Deal pohtlc;, and }ns
ddministration, which failed to legislate a smgle major

‘plank of h1s program into ex1stence, was the beginning,

of the Flftles, of a time of growing. coneervatmm and
reac’uon in Amencan life. . _
Tms socwl change had consnderqble consecuences for

the American s{udenf movement. In 1948, the Labor Youth
League, the major instrament of fhe Communist Party

among the students (and a: much more "ﬁghi'" grouping
at that hme than-in later years, |.'mr'l'u:nlarly1 since, ﬂaere.:

was @ bropder Young Progressive: movement simultane-

- ‘ously_in the field) probably had over 5000 members. Stu-

dents for Democratic Action, the youth affiliate of Ameri-
cans for Democratic Action, was also strong, It “counts

its members in the thousands, and its level of political so-
phisticdtion—in part a ‘function of its role as a railying:

‘poinf for anh-Wullcee libercls—wc: much hlgher ﬂwir
.'jll hfer*yecrs.

The democratlc soclahst youth movement was rela-

,twely smaII in this period, yet in comparison to its later
course 1t was enjoying. a. period of health and growth :

At Broo.k]yn College, for instance, there were some Four.
coc;g,.hst ¢lubs on campus, and the Students for Normahn .
Thomas in 1948 made a quite respectable showmg in,

campus politics.

Campus Pohﬂcs Declines
The ﬁrst half of the fifties saw a declme irL alI of

"these groupmgs For one thing, American socxety as a
" .whole was moving to the right. Fo1 another, there Wa,'s

a reservoir.of. sophmtxcated dxsllluswned students on
campus, many of them veterans of ‘the YPA, who passed
on their anti-political attitudes to the younger ‘under-
graduates. Some time ago, the Labor Youth League
dissolved, ‘and thus removed the last remnant of a na-
tion wide pro—Commumst youth organization from the
campus. T‘hls particular disintegration  was, of - course,

all to’ the good for it meant that the disorientation of

radical sentiment which resulted from Communist'
treng'th among the’ students no lonoe1 eusted .

The. declme of SDA was. somethmg else again. T]us or-
gunmi‘mn -had. attracted some of the mere conscious and

_ actjve. tfudenf liberals; and it had played an important
-rote-in campus politics. But it suffered frem the general
‘shift’ in social. mood: and. from the crisis of }he liberal
‘ideclégy in America. In the last few- ‘years it has been con-

fined fo relafively weak centers on the Egst coast, and

" kas not been a meamngfnl national force in student life.

This was o symptom, nof of gain as in the case of the
Lobor Youth League, but ‘of foss, of the general decima-

i,hon of sfud‘eni political life in.the United States.

. This was the general. context in which the YSL was
formed in February, 1954: The delegates- to-the- found-

ing convention were few in number, and a dangerously
high percentage- were- older students, doing graduate
work, or recently departed* from & campus- altogether,
It was generally realized by this convention that the
great: problem for thé democramc sacialist - movement
was to re-establish its roots.on eampus. And this meant
a difficult process of” -recruitment, of re-establishing
campus socialist clubs, of trying to make democratlc

_gocialism “a: recogcmzed force, even in a small way, in
-the col]eges and Universities of the Umbed States.

Great Progress Made

Now, four years later, it is possible to see that great

'progress has been made. There are some fifteen organ-

steaehly,
through: touss.and. themstrlbumon of Clzalleﬁge and, algi
to.the.. soclahst ﬁtudent Jnagazine, Anvil, the YSL ‘has
es,tabhshed itself. as.-the: mapor spokesman f01 demo-
cra'sw seoxallsm on the. Amencan campus.

Thmuoh htexally hundreds . of. meetm s,

From this developmenty we. can draw a+ senes«oﬁ ime
portant” conclusions - which- have considerable. bearing:

on the development:of the :secialist! youth:moveniént .

m the«United States.i in the futures

- YSLH-Byroad Gvroup |

Fmsh +he ¥ Sh-has-grown-because H has. learted o work

w,»fh students of varying politics. for goals which gre not .
speexﬁccﬂy socialist, And.it has been stunted in so fqr_

as-it h,csrnohroofed ;out-alf irgces of sectﬂnumsm.

At the very beginning, the two tendencies. whlch went .

to make: up, the YSL, the comrades from the Socialist
Youth. League and. those.from the Young Peoples So-
cialist'League, .agree to disagree .on. a whole. series: of
historical and theoretical questiops. The main criterion
for membership and communal. functlomng; was. seen
as—a commrtment-to- democ1at1c socxallsm—d,nd net ad-

herence to one -or another interpretation of socialist.

history or theory, This attxtude has allowed.the YSL to

achieve a certain broadness, .to unite socmhsts of a

wide range of tradition and opinion,
And .yet, it must be frankly stated that the. aim of

the founding convention of the YSL was not achleyed :

The broadness. which was outlmed theres=a: youth:. ¢
ganization . which contained pacifists and-non-pacifists,
Marx1sts ‘and antx-VIarxlsts, those. who. considered
themselves in the tradition .of: revelutionary sociajism
and those who felt close to. Socxal Democraey as a his-
torical eurrént—remained to an. unfortunate .extent a
matbel of- mtentxon, and not of- reality. To.a consider-
able degree, this- was a result of the- social:conditions
and’ thie immediate- socialist. past- which were present

when the -organization was formed. Both: of these fac-.

tors 1mposed a‘heavy bu)den of narrowness on the. or-
gamzatxon. Over the -years, a great-deal of this- efcess
baggagv has been jettisoned as . the orgamzatlon has
growmn.and as the social context has cha,nged, L

ln this way, the rggrounmenf position of the YSL is. an.

organic development which emerges ouf of its entire pash,
For now, the organizafion sees..ihe possiblhiy for cre-

chng a truly broad socialist youth movement, u'u'leedL one

that can become a leading component of'a revived Amer-

ican student movement. Thus, the YSL's advocacy of the .

formohon of a broad, Depsian Parly- through the. unity

of: ihe SP-SDF and-the ISL, and the crecﬁon ‘of an: af--

fitiated youﬂrorgcmzwhon through the -merger. of the: YSL
and. the: YPSL; is the culmination of four years of ex-

perience. For here, we see #he.very- real: possibility of
helping - to form- a-truly broad. organization. ome which-

has: an apped! to a wide range of-socialist oplmon, w{uch

can awaken. a new mferesf in sociahsm umong new.

‘students. .

- Secondly, the YSL has ]earned that the soc1ahst youth
movemem must prove its vitality and viability in terms
of the actual questions facing the campus and the na-

* tion.. In- the early. period of the organization’s. history,

ized centers of the YSL across the nation. And YSLers

"have played an important role in helping te- establish-

and maintain socialist clubs at schools like Columbia,

“Brooklyn, College, Boston University, the University of
-'_.-Washmgton, Yale, . the University of Californpia, ete.
‘rown, nct spectaculaﬂy, but

it -was - perhaps. best :known as the champion of a con-
sistent: civil libertarian posmon This. attitude ‘was fo-
cused. on the question: of defending the rloht of ' mem-

bers: of - the -Gomamunist Party to teach, and through this -

militant. and principled stand, the orgamization was
able to make an jmpact on student life.

Active for Negro nghfs

‘More recently; the members of the YSL have been
particularly active in thé fight for civil rights and in
the campaign to end nuclear tests. In 1956, YSTLers
played important roles in‘the great niobHization in New
York for a Madisen Square Garden rally, in the con-
cert which raised money for the Mont'romely boycott
ang -in the Enroll for Freedom movement. In - 1957,
YSLers were pezhaps the most active student grouping
which- sought to gain campus support for the Prayer
Pilgrimage to Freedom, a mass movement of' some

twenty five thoujsaud Neomes and whltes m defense |

of civil rights,

In the last few months,. YSLers ]mve played an unpor-
tant and active role in the growing moevemeni for peace
on the ‘campus: In the New York Student Committee for

a. Sare Nuclear Policy (which embraces. all the campuses -

in New Yark.Ciky), ot Weslyan - College. Yale. at the Uni-
versity of Chicago ond at the University of Cﬂﬁforma,
YSl.ers have made sngmﬁcgm conir’buhons.

£
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. adult movement. -And . this. is.. why our.. perspgci;vgwo;f ,

Thus, broadness and a real commitment to 1mmed1ato

‘l_action are, in a sense, complementary chalacterlstws;.
“the one: cannot ex1st without. the. dther. But both.quati<

ties requite still other conditions: the existence. of;a
healthy, adult secialist- nmrevement; the rebirth of: 3
serious student movement in the United States.

Youth and the Adult Movement.

There is, of course, no youth ‘class.” 'A socialist st
dent and youth movement is significant jn- terins of the
links which it can forge between the campus and the
social movements in the nation as a whole. Angd this,

"~ in turn, means that a.socialist youth movement- cannot

exist “imdependently,” that it must rely, either: thmugh
affifiation or fraternal relation, upon an adult soc1ahst
movement—-fm practical aid, for political- ald, fer sta-
bﬁxty and a rélation to the community at large When
the YS1; decided not to affiliaté to the ISE, ‘bit vather te
mamtam cl¥se. fraternal relations .only, it: realized” all
this and stated it. An “mdependent” youth group can
have no stabxlxty 1t must rely, openly or covextfy, upon
adult soeialist- a)d .

For fhese reesons, ﬂbe YSL sees .ﬂlq fcfe ;
youth imovement . as,msepnubly ‘Hinked. w]

}mly broed, ccive.organization.is tied.in. with. om:,uﬂxo.cg-
ucy of ‘Hle«umiy of the..aduit soclclls'l' moyemeni. Ea

me
cam~pus and thh it the Nat10na1 Student As<oéx
the major- “studenti ox gamzatlon on.- a: natlon\m &
The-emergence of ‘a strong. socialist youth groévp
be-tied in- thh the:renaissance.of the student moveiment

as a whole. And indeed, one.of the.major-tasks -of ‘the :

new socialist -youth organization will' he. loyally: and
energetically to work for this end; to werk alotie with
those ‘liberal students. who do net agree on socialisi
but who-do see the necessity for the growth of:discua~
smn and action in: the student community.in-general.

Finally, how, does all this relate to those more- pre-
cise. and worked ‘out ideas which constxtube the contrl-
bution of independent socialism in pa1t1c.ular‘7 We can
answer this- questxon with a single, though complex
genéralization® that the growth of a Debsian adult so-

cialist movement, the emergence of a broad, active and -

affiliated youth or ‘ganization, the-creation of % student:
movement, all 6 these ave'the precondition #o¢ the rezk
development of -our-Third- Camp polities. - [ifthe: four
year ‘history of the YSL, we put forward these ideas
from. the ‘basis 6f an-independent. organizakion. That
was necessary and, in a very important seénse, it was
hlghLy ‘successful. But now we must 20 beyond these
ageomplishments, we’imust bréak through to'ifhe }arger
mass of the student population whlch is stxll“‘ﬁ" touch

by.ouxr ideas and ideals, AN

We Can Go Forward o ’

And in our summcr»; qeneruluahon. we see the. end. of

" ¥he'independent; organized form of: existence of: indse

pendenf socialism among the youth as the mgans img_
furiher gro\vih of mdependenf socialjsm_ a,mong_f
We. are. not p"oposmg to end our present. orgcmxcfroncl
form. s0.as-to give i up our.ideas; we do not-seek to go.over
1o, some “secred ‘form of orgamzahon Rcfher. we- l'mvp
learned ﬂwough all of: owr ccmpclgns. our: effoﬂs. ousr.
sm'.rrﬁces, that the road to a gigantic leap- dhecd is

: ihreugh the emergence: of o really. sn}niﬁcanl- sociclml'

movement; o really significant student movemeni Vliﬂli‘m
these, gcﬁng Toyoily and:always seeking fo cclneve an
unseciarian broadness, we have confideice that: ﬂle e
trinsic worth of ocur progrom and the devoﬁon of ll‘s
udherenis will mcke ‘the' "bredl(ﬂirough" poss:b[e a

- We seek to umte with all democratlc socialists: for thp,»
purpose of making socialist. ideas:once again a foree
among the young people of America. Whether such a

unity can be achieved: easily: and- speedily, op.-whether .

the weight of old animosities. and. prejudices. delay: it

_for a while longer, we are confident that it will be

achieved eventually. Until that day, we will' advocate
the formation of a broad, united movement: of demo~
cratic socialists, while continuing to disseminate the.
liberating ideas of socialism on the campuses of Amer~
ica and to recr uit students o the., Young,Soewhst League
of today as the best-way of winning them to the broadﬁr
and’ stronger secialist movement of tomorrow.

ARE YOU FROM S BN |
New York City, Boston, Philadelphia, :
- Chiccgo, Los Angeles, Seattle, - ' - F
" Berkeley, Wesfchester County (New- York), - [
. Buffalo, Albany. Pitésburgh, Denver; :
Cieveland, St. Louis, Albuquerque,
San Francisco, Porﬂcndl“

. DO YOU. WANT

" fo fight for scciglism on’ ihe ’ :
campus and in the youih movemeni?

THEN CONTACT -

the Unit or- Ongam:quommiﬂ'éel-
- of.the Young Socialist League in your
. area or write directly to ) ‘

YOUNG- SOCIALIST LEAGUE

114 West T4th Street
New York I'l N. Y

*If yow're not flom any. p).aee whew we axeu startj.';
us where you are. Write to us at above address,
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{Continued from page 6}
herded to the polls by outright warheel-
ers. That was the American working
class, not its organized sector, but the
class as a whole. It was backward and
ineffectual; it had not yet risen to -the
level of union consciousness.

‘GREAT PROGRESS

if the organized minority declmed in
morale and class-consciousness—(actual-
1y we are speaking only of an even smaller
minority within the organized minority)
the vast majority of the American work-
ing class has made enormous progress. it
is now overwhelminglvy oraanized, with a
sense of class solidarity imbued in it by
its unions. I¥ no longer selis its individual
votes for cash or petty personal favor;
it enters the polifical scene as an organ-
jzed  social force. It unifies 18 million

N people; ‘with: their immediate families, it:

represenis a huge section of the American

pqpulchon. 'the strongest and mest cohe-
'sive .organized movement among the

people.

With all its shortcommgs, the labor
.movement has transformed American pol-
jties. In 1928, politics was a crass rivalry
‘between tweedledee -and tweedledum. In
:1958, the American people -expect politi-
.cians to grapple with the big social issues.
The existence of a powenful and. perma-
.nent labor movement is' responsible for
that change in mood. The principal base
for modern demoecracy in the United
‘States is the modern labor movement.
"And if. this working class movement

‘moves too slowly and displays . all its
faults too clearly, we must remember that

For a Labor

{Continued from page 9

ment of American politics en a national
whlch the labor movement and
hence tHk working class are clearly the
“basic and controllitig force. They agree,
however, in believing that toward the
Democratic party and its candldabes (and
it goes without saying, toward.the Re-
publicans) socialists can have only one
“atfitnde iinder any and all circumstances:
‘hostility and opposition in the name of
soc1ahsm. -

ANOTHER VIEW

" Another point of view starts vnl'h ihe
.proposition that one of the fundamental
problems which a renewed socialist move-
ment in America will face is its refation-
.ship to the working class as a whole, and
specially to that-section of it organized
in the labor movement. They agree, of
_course, that socialists should at all times
_seek #o present their views and fo edu-
"cate as many workers as posslble. regard-

- less of whether or not these views are

‘regarded favorably by the union leader-
-ship or even find & wide response m the
rcnks

But -when it comes to political action,
‘as comntrasted with political educa.tlon,

****************************
New Edifion

' '_'I'hree ‘Volumee -in One

History
of the
Russian Revolution
By
- LEON TROTSKY

Trotsky's great classic, now
available again for the first
fime in years.

List $12.50 our price $10.00

Labor Action Book Service
114 West- 14th"St., N:.Y.C.
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we are dealing no longer with dedicated
thousands of advanced thinkers but with
millions and millions of people, an entire
social class.

Our labor movement concentrates with-
in itself an enormous potential for social
progress but, from its own limited out-
look, it has been incapable of releasing
that power. Socialism depends upon the
working class and the organized labor
movement. No less, however, the Ameri,
can labor movement needs the rebuilding
of a strong and influential socialist wing
to help restore its militancy, democracy
and idealism and spur it on to great
purposes.

°
CAN WORKERS GOVERN?

Can the working class be trusted to
govern? That is how the issue has often
been put. But behind that guestion lurks
another: is. democracy possible? For un-
less the working class can govern, gen-
tuine: democracy is impossible! In eur so-
ciety, the majority serve as ocbjects of
exploitation—hoewever refined and gen-
teel.. They report. to their jobs -ordered
about . by. others, with few rights over
what dominates their daily ‘existence:
their work. In return, they are permitted
to wate periedically on who shall run the

.government. One :day, they act as sov-

ereign political citizens. The next day,
they are subjects 6f an economic master.
A working class government, as we un-
derstand it, gives these second class eco-
nomic citizens' decisive rxghts not merely
in politics,’ but in economics.

Under capitalism, political life remains

Pa rty — —

these socialists. believe that the socialist

movement should eeek to avoid coming

into head-on collision with the labor
movement. Thus, they. believe that 'a

broad, all-in¢lusive democratic socialist

party should permit its trade unionist
members wide latitude in their support

“to the electoral policies adopted by their

unions, and should seek to conduct itself
in such.a way as to minimize the charge
of “divided loyalty?”’ which has been so
easily  hurled at socialists (and so de-
servedly at Stahmsts) over the years.

- Supporters. of this point of view also
tend - to believe that in' all likelihood a
labor party will be the result of a split
in the Democratic Party, and that in a
certain sense the deeper and more fully
the trade unions get into the Democratic

Party to achieve their political objectives,

the closer they are to the day when a
struggle for power will be bound to split
that party into its social components.
Such socialists believe that -it follows
from this that while the socialist move-
ment. itself should at all times stand for
and urge the formation of a labor party,
socialists should fully and enthusiastical-

‘ly support those struggle over candidates

and policy in which the labor movemerit
is ‘seeking, however, hesitatingly, to as-
sert its political independence and its
claim to political hegemony in the Demo-
cratic Party.

LABOR AND DEMOC RATS

The isolation of the socialist:movement

in ‘the past decades has created a host ..
of political and organizational problems -
for it. Once it begins to emerge from this *
_isolation, and to become a real factor in -

the life of the working class; the old prob-

“lems will be replaced by new ones.

Though in many respects these may be
as difficult and as trying as .the old ones,
they have one clear advantage over them.
They will be problems of growth. While

we socialists will no doubt debate their .

nature and the solution to them with
that warmth which invariably attaches
to deep conviction, it can be hoped that
the new opportunities before us will pro-

vide a cement which. will hold us as united. .
in action as we will remain free in dis- -

cussion. With such an approach, the cor-

- rect solution to all political Pproblems
.will be furthered,:and. the damage done
by ‘mistakes held to a minimum. It is the

best .gnarantee for the future of Ameri-

- -can. socialism..

ocialism and Working Class—

a compromise between genuine democracy
and autocracy. If the working class re-
nounces its claim to govern, to that ex-
tent it reconciles itself to authoritarianism
and accepts a limitation upon its political
and economic. rights.

Yet, there are those, even some social-
ists, who would have the working eclass
abjure the quest for political power out

of fear that it will slip out of their hands

to totalitarian bureaucrats. They suggest
a self-limitation of the working class to
avoid the evils of bureaucracy. But can
a curb upon the political aspirations of
labor and a check upon the exercise of its
democratic rights be the prerequisite for
defending democracy? We cannot accept
it. Quite the contrary, we content that
everything which limits the role and
rights of the working class strengthens
bureaucracy.

* CAN DEMOCRACY WORK"

Bat, it w111 ‘be sald look at the ﬁvork-'

ing clags as it:is; not as.you ldeahze ity it -

is often short-sighted. Its officials are no
paragons of democracy. In the United
States they are often corrupt. In France
some are Stalinists, others support the
massacre of Algerian independence.

AH that is true, but remember the taunts
of those who decried democracy because

_it mean "mob rule”; who contended that
‘the peop'le ceuld nof bo hushd. wllo

warned that democracy meant the rise

of unscrupulous demagogues who might -

play upon popular passion for evii ends.
Their arquments were valueless because
there was no substitute for democracy ex-
cept dictatorship. The cure for the evils
of democracy is more democracy. Not in
a crude and simplistic sense; not that
evéry problem could be instantly settled
with perfect equity by submission to pop-
uiar referendum; not that the majorty
could not commit atrocities against jus-
tice. But in this: the shortcomings of de-
mocracy can be overcome only in the con-
stant struggle ond application of democ-
racy, for its perpetuation against all as-
sault, for its extension. By fighting for de-
mocracy and using it, the people become:
worthy of it.

The preparation of the working class to

.govern in every country goes on every-
where in its struggle to expand its rights, .

each in its own way in the social and po-

litical context of its life; in the fight for
-democracy within its-own industrial and -

political erganizations; in the demand
for a government of the working people;
and even under such a government, in
the continuing and permanent ‘campaign
for the expansion of democracy. It is this

which will make it possible for the work-

ing class to govern and it is toward this
that the socialist movement sl:rould be
dlrected There 1s no other Way. o

~ Socialists.”

of military power in World War III.

masters.

sinking back into a new barbarism.

salvation:

That is the Third Camp.

For the Thlrd Camp

‘ Smce its mceptlon as the Workers Party in 1940, LABOR ACTION and. the
Independent Socialist tendency for which it has spoken, has been for the “Third
Camp.” On many occasions we have referred to ourselves as the “Third Camp

Through the term “Thlrd Camp” has been used by us and by others to
. refer to many specific movements and tendencies in world politicals, the central
idea which the term seeks to convey, as we use it today, is this:

Two vast military machines represent the two great imperialist. sys’cems
in the world today, capitalism and Stalinism. Each seeks to enlist the sympathy
and support of all peoples, all nations, all governments. Each seeks to turn them
into vassals or allies, ‘and such has been the apparent power of the two camps
that at times it-has seemed nothing could prevent their ultimate polarization
of the world between them as the final step preliminary to the dreaded trail

But inside of each of the two contending social systems the peoples seek a
way out. They struggle as best they ean against the ultimate horror or nuclear
war. They seek to advance their own interests through their own movements
and organizations, for freedom, equality and plenty. In the underdeveloped
countries they fight for freedom from all forms of ‘colonial rule and exploitation.
They resist being -drawn into €ither -war camp, into either power-center; they-

seek to forge their own destmy rather than to be the pawms -and servants of

It is this stnvmg for freedom and self-determination, for democracy
equality by masses of people by means at their disposal which we refer-to as
the “Third Camp.” It is the content of living democracy which flows forward -
in its own way, at its own pace. That is what has to be helped and encouraged.
That is what is the hope of humanity. That is what will save the world from

The “Third Camp” ig not a “movement” let alone an organization, or even’
a program. It is a principle, equivalent in many ways to democracy itself. It
is a way of saying to people who, overwhelmed by a feeling of their own
individual helplessness, turn to those, be they the rulers of the capitalist or
Stalinist world, who control the heavy battalions and the nuclear weapons for

Rely on yourselves, fight for democracy and freedom yourselves. If you
do that, you will not be alone. You will be part of a force mightier and more
irresistible ‘than the tanks.and bombers, the planes and missiles of the two
imperialist rivals. You will be together with millions and millions of people all
over the:world who are struggling for peace and freedom. .

No. 5—What is Stalinism?

READ ABOUT INDEPENDENT SOCIALISM!
In siz special pamphlet-issues of LABOR. ACTION, the basic ideas
of Independent Socialism are vividly and simply explained.
No. 1—The Principles and Program of Independent Socialism

No. 4—Socialism and Democracy

No. 6—Socialism and. the Working Class
No. 7—Labor Polrl‘lcs in: America ‘ I
No. 8-—Revolt Behind #he Iron Curtaln -

Order from 114 West 14th St., N.Y.C. 10¢ each T
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