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THE CONSCIENCE OF MANKIND

AFL-CIO Calis March
Recession Conference

The Executive Council of the
AFL-CIO is urging all affiliates to
send representatives to an economic
and legislative conference in Wash-
ington D. C. to be held on March
11-13. Such a conference had been
urged in a resolution passed by the
United Auto Workers" special con-
vention in January, and the pro-
posal for it was made to the AFL-
CIO high command by Watter Reu-
ther.’

The purpose of the conference is to
aropuse the Congress and the nation at
large to the emergency measures neces-
sitated by the recession. The eight point
program which will be presented by the
AFL-CIQO leadership to the conference
includes: a stronger military position
and bigger foreign aid program; higher
wages for workers and protection of con-
sumers against rigged prices; federal
standards for unemployment insurance;
a federal monetary policy that stimu-
Iates economic growth; federal aid to
distressed areas; higher individual ex-
emptions under the federal income tax;
federal aid to school construction and
Tore federal housing; a $1.26 minimum
wage with extended coverage, and - im-
proved social security. benefits,

{Tarn to last pagel

The wanton bombing by French planes of the
defenseless Tunisian village Sakiet-Sidi-Youssef on
January 8 was an act of barbarism which has
shocked the world. With all mankind, we mourn the
seventy nine men, women and children who fell
victims of this atrocity, and cry out against the eyn-
ical imperialists in and out of uniform who planned
and ordered-it, or who seek to apologize for it.

As Americans, we hang our heads in shame that
the government of our country has condoned by its
silence and abetted by the financial,
political support it has rendered France, the military
struggle of ‘which Sakiet-Sidi-Youssef is but a
bloody episode. As socialists, we are doubly shamed
by the participation of socialists in the government
which is prosecuting it. All the more reason for us
to raise our voices once again in the demand for an
end to the hopeless and inhuman war [rance is
waging against the people of Algeria,

The same American government which but a
few weeks ago extended an enormous loan to the
French government without a murmur about its
Algerian war has now sought to offer its “good of-
fices” to mediate the dispute between France and
Tunisia. It is common knowledge that this is but a
frantic attempt to keep the issue of the Algerian war
off the floor of the United Nations, where a debate
is bound to prove embarrassing to America's ally,
and hence to the United States and the coalition
which it heads.

Throughout the length and breadth of Algeria
there are a hundred Sakiet-Sidi-Youssefs. The atroci-
ties of the French forces, fighting a hopeless war
for the defense of a dying system, have revolted

military and

decent opinion in France itself to such an extent
that publishing the truth about them has been made
a criminal offense. These horrors have been hidden -
from the eyes of the world to 2 certain degree by
the French government’s ability to maintain the
fiction that Algeria is an integral part of France,
And in the United States, where the press takes
special pride in its freedom and independence, the
true story of the war in Algeria has been all but |
suppressed by hypersensitivity to what is considered
the national interest,

It is the destiny of those who wage wars for the
purpose of holding back humanity's surge toward
freedom at some point to over-reach themselves. A
hundred atrocities may go unnoticed, unheralded,
unmourned except by the relatives and comrades of
the victims. And then, aneother viillage bombed or
burned, or the execution of even a single brave or
innocent person touches the imagination and the
conscience of millions, and rallies them to the cause |
of democracy, of freedom.

It was the sad fate, and the glorious destiny of
the humble men, women and children of Sakiet-Sidj-
Youssef to serve as that prick to the conscience of
mankind. It is up to every socialist and genuine dem-
ocrat in America to see to it that real politieal con-
sequences follow from the shock which ran through
American public opinion when its eyes were opened
to the true significance of the distant and obsecure
war in Algeria,

The minimum demand which can be insisted on
in this country is: not a dollar, not a gun, not a
plane to France as long as she wages war against
the people .of Algeria!

The Venezuelan Revolution —|
The Background — The Bourgeois-Military Phase (January 1-10)

By JUAN PARAO

. :mpurtanee and a part of it began to invest its earnings

The Venezuelan revolution, which has over-
thrown the bloody dictatorship of General Mar-
cos Pérez Jiménez, was one of the most heroic
and all-embracing liberation struggles of re-
cent times, In as much as the revolution was
fought and won by the people, and particularily
by the working class, almost without organized
military support, international socialists should
be interested in analysing the phases of this

truggle and in pointing out its lessons.

I. The Background

The present stage of Venezuela’s development in
class terms, is that of the passage from feudal to
bourgeois predominance.

" Tntil the -outbreak -of World War II, fendal rela-
tionships: pre&ommated virtually unchallenged:in Vene«
ziela. In alliance with the: foreign petroleum companies;

the Verezuelah landowning ¢lass” and the: commerelal, - -

-__-';a;npqmﬁng Vene':uelsn bourgeomm (both | of whomJ

LABCIR Action here prowdly presents the beginning of
o two-installment article on the Venezuelan Revolu-
tion. We have not seen anything approaching this article
in scope or in detail in the Awmerican press to date.

The author, Juan Parao, is @ member of the Demo-
eratic Action Party of Venezuela, and participated ac-
tively in the events he describes. Although we do not
necessarily agree with all aspeets of his analysis and
program, the heroic events he degeribes should prove
matructive and inspiring to socialists everywhere —ED,
— s

profited from foreign economic colonization) ruled
over a vast mass of sharecroppers and agricultural
workers, and over a relatively small modern prole-
tariat, which was made up mainly of the petroleum
workers., In order to keep the peasant and proletarian
masses in absolute subjection, foreign capital and na-
tive feudalism supported despots of the type of Juan
Yicente Gémez, who ruled for 27 years, and whose
record of murder, torture and robbery was one of the
worst in the history of mankind.

~ During World War, II, Venezuelan oil exports grew

enormously.-The .conseguent inflow: of dollars. enabled:
:-the. commercial bourgeoisie. to_expand its: wealth-and .

in the creation of light industries. The feudal aristoc-
racy followed suit, and established a policy of invest-
ment in non-agricultural means of production.

Thus the feudul oriztocrocy gradually transformed (-
self inte an urban, commercial, industrial ond financial
aristocrocy. As o consequence of the accumulation of
native Venexuelon capital, the proletoriat grew very
rapidiy. At the same #ime the smoll middle class, or
petty bourgeoisie, wos stimuloted Into more intense eco-
nomic and social activity. Small mative industrialists, as
well as lawyers, physicions and members of other liberal
professions came to constitule a militant bourgeoisle,
which resented the privileges of the fewdal-financial
oligarchy and of the commercial impoerting bourgeeisie.

In political terms, the feudal-finaneial oligarchy sup-
ported the most reactionary military and dictatorial
tendencies. In this attitude, it was supported by a
layge section of the commercial bourgeoisie, which saw
in military despotism a means of safeguarding for-
eign economic domination, by which they profited,

against attacks from the nationalist and protectionist »

native small industrialists. Another section of the

commereial. bourgeoisie, however; has. always tended

to supporct; liberal and even-democratic tendencies, out
{Continued.an page7)
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LABOR ACTION

Chrysler Wages War of Provocation
“Against United Automobile Workers

\
An Associated Press dispateh from
Detroit doted February 18 states that
5,000 workers were sent home from the
Chrysler plant, and 2,100 fram the Ply-
mouth assemhly plant that morning for
“failure of trim depurtment employees
to perform regular assignments.” This
awas the sizteenth stroight day, accord-
sng to AP, on which work had been “in-
terrupted” in the course of the currént
struggle over work standards.

This is part of the war Chrysier is
onducting against the United Automo-
ile Workers. Read Jack Wilson's front-
ine dispateh on the struggle below.—ED,

k. .

By JACK WILSON
Detroit, February 15
In the context of an economic re-
cesgion in which 320,000 Michigan
workers are unemployed — 200,-
000 of them in the Detroit area
—two significant and tragic de-
velopments are taking place.
More than 7,000 workers are exhaust-
ing their unemployment benefits each
mionth. No one expects the auto industry

thiz year to pick up enough to make a
dent in this terrible situation.

TAKE ADVANTAGE

Taking full advantage of this situa-
tion, the weakest of the Biz Three,
Chrysler corporation, has taken the
UAW head-on, challenging it to strike
in the face of Chrysler's speed-up drive
that has resulted, among other things,
in the firing of over 60 workers for
“failing to meet production standards.”

housands of Chrysler workers at Dodge,

lymouth and Chrysler divisions are
sent home early for not meeting work
standards _imposed arbitrarily by the

ISL FUND DRIVE

, The annual fund drive of the
Independent Socialist League, while
familiar to many of our readers
is particularly important this year.
We have always pointed to the fact
that the fund drives alone made
possible the maintenance of our
press, LABOR ACTION and the New
International, and that this alone
justified the appeals we made to
the ISL and its friends as well as
to the readers and supporters of
LA and the NI

Had it not been for the existence of
this press little or no information on
the very important case of the ISL
against the attorney General’s list would
have reached public notice. Lasor
ActioN has kept its veaders and the
labor and socialist movement completely
informed on the development of this
extremely important eivil liberties case
and printed many of the documents is-

Fﬂduy. February 28

corporation which has by-passed or ig-
nored all previous negotiated agree-
ments on production.

Every Chrysler Local has taken a
strike vote. At Dodge, werkers are sent
home daily after an hour or so of work,
on the company charge that they aren't
working fast enough. This is true of
the other plants too.

The situation in the Chrysler plants is
so incredible that when it is described to
other union men, in other paris of the
UAW, the usual reoction and comment
s “fantastic.”

Never has the UAW been taken on so
brutally, so directly in an obvious effort
to provoke the union into a strike, which
would solve exactly nothing, and which
both local union leaders and the interna-
tional umnion are determined to avoid,
since Chrysler is begging for a show-
down.

HOSTILE RELATIONS

The Chrysler situation reflects the
real state of the union and the hostile re-
lations between the UAW and the cor-
porations, no matter how often Walter
Reuther denies that there is a elass
strugele in auto.

The impudence of Chrysler is empha-
sized by the foct that they just announced
the biggest profit in the history of the
corporation for the year 1957. Just two
years ageo, L. L Colbert, president of
Chrysler, spoke at @ UAW Chrysler con-
ference, at the invitation of the UAW,
and he mode his big pitch for better work
standards to keep Chrysler in business.

Last spring a Chrysler official praised
the UAW for its cooperation in helping
the company make efficiency, a story that
the UAW vigorously denied, but which
many autoworkers believe to have been
true. )

It remains to be seen what action the
forthcoming Chrysler conference of the

suing from it.

The ease is now reaching o most im-
portant stage in its progress toward a
legal.test of the list itself. Several weaeks
age, LABOR ACTION published the brief
of the ISL presented to the attorney gen-
eral challenging the recommendation of
the hearing exominer appointed by the
head of the Justice Department. In [is
last issue the paper published another
vitally -important document sent fo the
attorney general by our atterneys Joseph
L. Rauh, Jr. and I[saac N. Grener, which
called attention to the precendents in the
Supreme Court ruling in the Jencks case
as it related to the testimony of James
Burnhom in our hearing where the gov-
ernment refused to divulge the reports
and discussions which this cheif gevetn-
ment witness had with the FBI.

It would be a pity if the case were in

any way handicapped by lack of funds, *

or if our press could not appear regu-
lavly to comment on the political life of
our times for the same reason.

The fund drive is therefore doubly
important thiz year. It will not only

NORMAN THOMAS

MAX SHACHTMAN |
‘What Program for Democratic Socialists?

32 West Randolph 5.

UAW takes tu meet this tragic situation
in which all Loecal Unions find them-
selves, and which is bound to be the
numhar one tnpu: at this conference.

GM ‘CONFERENCE

This past week, 400 delegates to a
General Motors conference, showed their
concern over working conditions by
unanimously turning back to the resolu-
tions committee a set of proposals im-
proving the work standards eclause in
the GM contract. The delegates felt the
international union approach was inade-
guate, too mild in its recommended
changes.

In the Chrysler crisis, the UAW interna-
tional executive board announced it would
pay the lost wages of the discharged
workers, as a gesture of internotional
union interest and solidarity in the fight.
The idea of paying the workers, no mat-
ter what the cost to the union, until they
are rehired originated ot the local union
level,

Unlike the UAW special convention,
which was a public show of unity and
support for the top leadership—since no
union man wants to do anything to give
the companies any ammunition—the con-
ferences ‘of delegates, which are closed
sessions, are far better reflections of the
real attitude of the autoworker's leaders
on the secondary levels, They ave far
more important in terms of real bar-
gaining demands and they play a deci-
sive role in negotiation decisions.

L

We Need Your $3%

The facts of life for LABOR ACTION
readers are: The maintenance of
LA depends entirely on your con-
tributions to the Fund Drive. We
have no angel. Make out checks to
Albert Gates and send them in.
b d

The Fund Drive Needs Your Support!

_ By ALBERT GATES

gupply the means of maintaining the
press for another year; it will also eon-
tribute significantly to the prosecution
of our case in its pre-court stage.

It should be of some interest for our
readers to know that the case of the
ISL, sponsored by the Workers Defense
League, has _been. financed largely
throngh the efforts of that organization
and the ISL itself, without support from
any other sources.

We therefore call upon all our friends,
members and sympathizers of the ISL,
readers and supporters of LABOR AcCTION
and the New International, all people
interested in “social justice and eivil
liberties, to support the 1958 Fund
Drive of the ISL and help us to put it
over the top in the same way- that we
have done it in the years gone by,

CONTRIBUTE TO
THE ISL FUND DRIVE,

Independent Socialist League
114 West 14 Street, N.Y.C.

Enclosed iz $...coiniiiicininiionn BB
contribution to the ISL' Fund
Drive,

----------------- L T T e T T PO PP IP—
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cITY STATE
(Make checks out to Albert Gates)

A POUM Statement:

No Atom Bases
For Spain!

’ b

The foHowmy statement on American
military bases in Spain was adopted ot
the beginning of the year by the Execu~
tive Committee of the Spanish Purty of

Marxzist Unification (POUM) in exile
in Paris.

r

The military agreements that were
signed in 1953 between the Washington
authorities and the Franco government
have been fulfilled scrupulously. The
armed forces of the United States are
already deployed in three great air bases
on Spanish territory: that of Torrejon
(Madrid), of Moron (Seville), and of
Valenzuela (Zaragoza). Shortly they
will complete the work of constructing
the gigantic air-naval base at Rota (Ca-
diz), essentially designed for the Ameri-
can Sixth Fleet, stationed in the Med-
iterranean. Important elements of the
Sixtenth Force of the Strategic Air
Command (aviation for atomic reprisals)
have been installed in several points in
Spain.

In reality, the oirplanes of the Strategic
Air Command, loaded with atomic and
thermonuclear bombs, patrol the shy of
our country. As a result, as has been re-
cently revealed by the English journal
The New Statesman, these patrels can
have terrible consequences for our coun-
try. The dropping of only one thermonu-
clear bomb; by accident, would make a
veritable desert of and contaminate a
zone of more than 150 squore kilometers.

Franco, who has annuled the inde-
pendence of our country, having author-
ized the installation of multiple Gibral-
ters in the peninsula, has veally ex-
posed the Spanish people to extraordi-
nary dangers at the very moment when
the progress achieved in the production
of self-propelled missles has revealed
the vainness of the military forces that
the Pentagon has in the Peninsula.

But there iz still more, Within the
last few days, Mr, Foster Dulles, secre-
tary of state of the Washington govern-
ment, disembarked in the American base
of Torrejon (an act whose symbolic sig-
nificance it is not necessary to under-
line) in order to inform Franco of the
agreements of the recent NATO Con-
ference and in order to demand the in-
stallation in Spain of self-propelled
missile launching platforms.

For the moment the consequences of
the Foster Dulles-Franco conversations
will be ignored. But it is altogether per-
missible to predict that the falangist jack-
als will have to give proof of on absclute
docility if Washington will continue to
give them its political support, and, above
all, if they will augment their economic
aid,

In the same Conference of NATO the
leaders of the various countries of West
Europe opposed the installation of self-
propelled missile launching platforms.
The people of Europe are opposed to the
prosecution of the insane arms race, a
race which can only lead to destruction
of the entire Old Continent.

The falangist despotism makes and
will continue to make a serious mistake
about the sentiments and aspirations of
the Spanish people. Without a doubt,
they are speaking out clearly against
the dangers of the moment and raise a
great campaign against the design of
transforming Spain into a military base
for American capitalism.

The P.O.UM. which has maintained,
political opposition to both military bloes
(NATO and the Warsaw Pact) during
the whole period of the cold war de-
clares itself for the evacuation from
Europe of all American and Russian mili-
tary forces in order to satizsfy the aspi-
rations for independence and peace of
the popular masses of East and West,
and to assure conditions that would
permit the march toward the United
Socialist States of Europe,

January 1, 1958

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE PO U.H.
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Only Democracy
Can Wipe Out Racketeering

By BEN HALL

One union president, last month, went to jail
for a year, convicted of selling jobs to members.
That was C. T. Atkins of the Masters, Mates
and Pilots of America (AFL-CIO). Two weeks
later, another union president resigned under
pressure. That was William E. Maloney of the
International Union of Operating Engineers.
He and his delegation had dutifully voted to ex-
pell the Teamsters at the December AFL-CIO
convention, but in vain his day of reckoning
came nonetheless. He was summoned before the
Senate Committee, When the Ethical Practices
Committee quickly after decided to look into his
union, he saw the end of the road at hand. A
rough few weeks for presidents! Perhaps Mr.
Maloney sees now that crime dies not pay; here
at the summit of his career, only T7 years old,
having amassed only a minor fortune and all
nipped in the bud!

On Feb. 7, the AFL-CIO Executive Council set
April 15 as the deadline for compliance with it ethical
practices code and Meany announced that any umion
that failed to take steps to enfarce the codes would
face expulsion from the federation. But here again in
the eases of the Operating Engineers and the Masters,
Mates and Pilots, the labor movement hag lost an op-
portunity to take the initiative. So far, it has not been
able to act decisively before sensational governmental
exposures of racketeers in unions.

It Began in 1953

it began in 1953 when the AFL expelled the ILA.
The Federation, then minus the CIO, was impelled to
act after national and state investigations. Significantly,
the Masters, Mates and Pilots alone voted to support
the ILA. The Teamsters and all the others were silent,
expecting that it would all blow over.

Last year, the united labor convention expelled the
Teamsters, Laundry Workers, and Bakers. Agaoin, lobor
lagged behind the Senate Committee. Early in 1957, Mau-
rice Hutcheson president of the Carpenters Union was
colled to testify before the Seénote Roads Committee in
an investigation of highway land frauds in Indiona ond
pleaded the Fifth Ammendment. In November, the Senate
Committee subpoenaed the union’s files to begin an in.
vestigation. The AFL-CIO leaders have turned their
eyes away. Wil they act belatedly here too? The Hod
Carriers union is dominated by the samé men who ran
it when James Beve, vice-president became o power
and went on to cooperate with Joe Fay in one of the
most hotorious racketeering cases in recent times. (Bove
recently died in prison serving time for extortion.) Will
the lober movement be late here too?

Meany explains that the Federation lacks the pow-
ers of government; it cannot subpoena witnesses; it
cannot muster an army of investigators or compell pri-
vate institutions to make records available; it cannot
hold a jail threat for perjury over false witnesses. All,
obviously true. But it falls flat; The real explanation
lies elsewhere but in an area so sengitive that Meany
himself, yes, even the blunt-spoken Meany, shies away
from it. )

There are no lack of documented facts lying about
for any private citizen to pick up at will. All that is
necessary is the ability to read English or to hire
someone who can. To demonstrate that simple truth,
let us turn precisely to the two most recent cases: the
Operating Engineers and the Master, Mates and Pilots,
with special attention to their presidents. Here arve
facts gathered without the aid of a single shiny de-
tective badge, facts that have been known for a long
time:

The Simple Case of the
Masters, Mates and Pilots

That C. T. Atkins, International umion president,
was selling jobs eame as a surprise but other phases
of his career had béen spread on the public record long
before. The case was reported in detail by the Associa-
tion of Catholic Trade Unionists and sketchily in the
regular press; there is a long court record; seattered
stories were printed in LABOR AcCTION, too, over the
years. It is not difficult even for mildly interested peo-
ple to get the basic story.

“Fall of 1952+ Elections cecur in New York local 88.
Atkins, the same, is president of the local too. An op-
position slate is formed to run against the local At-
kins administration; it is headed by the following
candidates:, Robert A. Liddy for president; Bernard
Madden and Richard J. Polachék for ¥ice-presidents.
Atkins and his supporters- are re-elected after a vig-
orous campaign on both ‘sides.

1 i
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* Early 1953: Liddy and Madden, for the eppesition,
cnnounce the formotion of a permanent opposition cau-
cus: the American Mariners Association. lts declaration
of purposes states, !'In America we have o twe-party
system—Republican and Democrat—and our couniry pros-
pers and freedom Is protected. Is not such a system de-
sirable and possible in Local B87 We believe that twe
parties within the Union, working for and in the interest
of the union ond the membership will be o gooed ond
healthy thing for our lecel. . . . For this purpose we have
formed @ group called the American Mariners Associa-
tion of the National Orgonization of Masters, Mates and
Pilots of America. . . . Such an Association connot and
will not be permitied to be o dual union. I+ must never
speak in the name of the union, seek to handle grievances
or union jobs, deal with the employer or propese or seek
to cause fhe membership to ever disaffiliafe from local
Ba."

February 25, 1953 and after; Suppression came
quickly. Local president Atkins requested an opinion
from attornevs retained by International President At-
kins, (the same) and they advised local Atkins that ac-
tion against the opposition would be perfectly proper.
Local 88 News, official local paper edited by editor At-
kins attacks eritics of local Atkins in a banner head-
fine “Dissidents Start Dual Union Within Local 88" in
letters as large as the lie they proclaimed. At a local
meeting on February 25, chaired by local Atkins,
charges were inspired by complainant Atkins against
Liddy and Madden: A trial eommittee, whose composi-
tion seems rigeed (according to a court decision of May
1957) is chosen. Later, Liddy and Madden and other
supporters are expelled. Having been expelled by a
local meeting, their recourse was to the local Executive
Board headed by Atkins; and, from there to the Inter-
national Board headed by Atkins (the same). Post-
seript: their appeals were not successful.

The Courts: Finally, Liddy, Madden and others go
to the courts. After a long and tedious career, their
case reaches the Appellate Division of the New York
Supreme Court which, on May 6, 1957, rules in their
favor and orders them reinstated in the union. The
full record of suppression is spread out for all to =ee.
But so far, their victory has been in vain. On Feb. 5,
this year, Murray Kempton reported that they had not
been reinstated and that the Brooklyn Supreme Court
found the local officials to be “willful, deliberate and
contemptuous” in their disregard of the court’s deci-
sion. Im any case, for five years the opposition leaders
have not been able to work al their trade.

And Now: In an unrelated case, defendant Atkins
(the same) is sentenced to jail for one year, convicted
of selling jobs.

Question: Where is the Ethical Practices Committee
in this case? Answer in a moment.

The Sordid and Devious Case
Of the Operating Engineers

The story of corruption in the International Union of
Operating Engineers goes back so far in one continuous
unbroken line that it iz difficult to find a convenient
starting point for current events. It is undoubtedly
champion in its class, '

In 1940, at the AFL convention in New Orleans, David
Dubinsky spoke out for action against racketeers: later,
ot o convention hotel bar, he was sligged by Joseph

_Fay. Foy was a vice-president of the Engineers and
dominated the unien in the New York area. In 1937,
MNorman Redwood a local president of the Hodcarriers
opposed Fay's domination of the Building Trades Council;
Redwood was murdered. In 1945, Fay was convicted of
a huge extortion racket and begon. to serve a seven ond
ene-half o fifteen year prison term frem which he
emerged on probotion in 1956. During all this time, he
remained a power in his union and his wife remained on
the union’s payrell as an "adviser.” In 1953, the murder
in New York of Thomas Lewis, president of local 32E of
the Building Service Employees Union, led +o an investi-
gotion of rackets in welfare funds. It was reveoled that
the then Republicon leader of the State Senocle, Arthur
H. Wicks, had visited Fay in Sing Sing to settle strikes!
Wicks was forced to resign.

These are not obscure facts; they were blazoned all
over the front pages. Surely, Meany is acquainted with
them for he, too, visited Fay in prison. But; perhaps this
is ancient history and perhaps some novel statute of
limitations renders AFL-CIO jurisdiction inoperative.
Consider then some more recent ramifieations:

* The new president: Former president Maloney re-
signed when the flames of publicity came near. Now
there is a new “reform” president, Joseph J. Delaney.
Delaney was a vice-president; he was the man ap-
pointed to succeed Fay when the latter went to jail
When the New York State Insurance Departiient Was
invéstigating welfare funds in 1953, it subpoénaéd
Delaney - Wwho promptly disappeared tempordrily: on

i A T e

have no recourse within their iinjofis. Imagine now that!
their cases come before the Executive Council and th:‘ :

“union husiness" and veappeared.only when the investi-
gations were completed. Testimony revealed that he
had received $13,650 in the 14 months before ™he.
murder of Thomas Lewis for fictitious services as “la-"
bor consultant” to a phony agency controlled by thd
murdered man. Delaney’s assistant, it was said, re-

ceived $9,100. This worthy successor of Fay now bes -

comes the successor to Maloney!

* Loesl 138; In 1954, the president of Engineer’s lo
cal 138 in Nassau County New York, William ¢, De-
HKoning, went to prison for extortion. When he died Tey

cently, he left an estate of $300,000 in known assets,

Now, the loeal is headed by his son William C. Jr, wh °
carries on the tradition. In 1956, the NLRB de’t;la'r'eg.
that the local was dominated by employers, citing tha

fact that contractors and their supervisors were ailowed

te have union cards and vote at meetings. The NLRE
trial counsel referred to “this duality, this eoverlapping
directorship between union officials and management.”
There is nothing novel here, at least not in the Engin~
eers Union. We cite it only because an opposition

group rose within the local and demanded aetion by tha ./

AFL-CIO Ethical Practices Committee. :

By 1954, o group of young unionists began a fight fokl
democracy and reform in their local. One leader, Peter.
Batalies was beaten and thrown out of a local meeting
in Jonuary 1955. Oppositionists were suspended. q-r
denied jobs, Im 1956, the reform group sent two repre<

b
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sentotives to Washington; they picketed the ﬁ:qdﬁ :

guarters of their International; they protested to Medny
who referred them to Al Hayes of the Ethical Pracfices
Committee. They got to see Hayes' assistant who ex-
pressed ‘sympathy but nothing happened. A week later;
they picketed Federation offices fo dramatize their casel
Then, they took a trip to Forest Park, Florida where the
AFL-CIO Executive Council was meeting. They managéed
to see Meany and Reuther. Reuther tald them he was
"1000 percent behind what you people are trying 6
do. . . . Whatever you do, don't stop fighting.”

They didn’t. But in all this time, for a year and a half
they have been waiting for action from the Ethical
Practices Committee. Nothing moved. But five minutes

after the Senate Committee began hearings on the

Engineers Union, the AFL-CIO Committee announced
that it was about to begin its own investigation.

Democracy is the Key

We know that Meany and other Federation leaders
want to get rid of racketeering; we know, too, that they
would like to clean house without waiting for gm'r'emi
ment intervention and laws controlling union activity,
Yet, they wait. They have not yet been able to seize the

initiative. When they do move, it appears that their: | «
hand has been forced by the pressure of public scandals;

The appearance, in this case however, is deceptive, And-

yet, they do wait,

Meany’s public excuse, that he lacks investigatory

powers, cannot be taken seriously. 'We have given only
a hint of how much was known long before the Senats
Committee entered the picture. (In the case of thé
Masters, Mates and Pilots, the Committee has not even
expressed interest yet.) When the CIOQ decided to ast
against unions dominated by the Communist Party, ié
ability to discover facts and make a decision hased
upon them was adequate. The united Federation has mo
fewer powers today. The underlying causes of delay lia
elsewhere.

The labor movement foday is wracked internally by a

great convulsion which for the first time is destroying

the decisive power of the racketeering, ond ultra-cosis
servative elements. It is a continuation, in the comtex$ .

- of 1958, of the great transformation that began more

than twenty years ago with the CIO, When AFL ond CI1O
united two years ago, many radical and socialist com:
mentators fook a gloomy wiew. In their opinion, the Ins
sidious influence of the rackets would now be exteéndsd
everywhere, even into the CIO unions. But it happened
quite differently. Instead, one racket ofter another has
been under ottack; but although the power of racketeers
ing has been mortally stricken it is far from destroyed
A shift in the power balance occurred ot the summit of
the laber movement where the ulfra-right rackets were
reduced fo a minority. But one notch below thére -has
been only miner change.

It required a two-thirds vote to expell' the Team:
sters at the AFL-CIO convention and the final vote wad
ID,.-iDO,DI}D to 2,200,000. But the Teamsters and other'
unions with about 1,500,000 votes' were suspended: and
could not vote; if they could, the decision wWould have
been in doubt. And that, after a mighty roar‘in the

press and unprecedented revelations' of widéspread. - -

corruption spread before the Senate Cominittes: &

seems clear: at that stage, if the EkecutiVe Council = °

had tried to take the initiative agaist the Téamsters’
before the Senate revelations, it would not have boen’
able to win its two-thirds! The balance ‘was so clo se,

the influence of the racket-ridden Whions 5o’ vast,-and’

:

X

their apologists so numerous that Reuther and Meany

did not have the strength %o strike them down merely]
from above, They had to wait for the Senate Coma
mittee to come to their aid when their opponents real-
ized that the corrupt cause was hopéless befére the bar
of public opinion. -

Ci::nsider this: In the two unions we have been gdis-
cussing, (the Engineers and the MMP) rank and file
unionists are denied elementary demiveratic righﬁ"-:i.ndj'

ITura to last pagel -
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‘By BEN HALL

AFL in Time of Gompers

THE AF. of L. IN THE TIME OF GOMP-
_ERS. by Philip Taft. Horper. 1957. 508 pp.
S8.75.
< Mr. Taft has dug throvgh a mountain
of old American Federation of Labeor
records and letters of leaders dating
from the origins of the Federationz in
.the 1880’s to 1924, the year Samuel
Gompers died. Out of this material, much
of it newly available, 40 vears of labor
history passes before us, reflected in the
official actions of the AFL's Executive
\ Board, its conventions, and the opinions
and works-of Gompers., Taft iz more

“Jlthan & mere admirer of Gompers; he is

|wirtually -an uncritical one and pre-
vsents an unevaluated account of his
“hero's career except for a brief demur-
rer at the occasionally extreme charac-
i Gomper's anti-governmentalism.

Thus, we are presented with a very in-
teresting chronolegy of events but with
little mew insight into the nature of the
American labor movement and its his-
tory. Together with Belig Perlman in
1935, Taft wrote the History of Labor
in the United States, 1896-1832. There,
he sharply criticized the course chosen by
Gompers and the AFL Couneil in the
critical steel strike of 1901 when one of
the most important pmions of the day,
the Amalgamated Association of Iron
and Steel Workers, was defeated by U. 8.
Steel and ultimately destroyed. Now, on
the basis of a newly discovered, but not
important, fragment of a fact he re-
verses his opinion and fully exonerates
his subjects in retrospect.

But Mr. Taft is a diligent scholar and
when research reveals significant events,
he . records them. For example, he re-
counts the intensive activity and wide
influence of the socialist movement of
the time inside the AFL. Elsewhere, pri-
vate letters and old minutes document
the opposition of Gompers and the Coun-
cil to the high-handed drive of John L.
Lewis to wipe out the influence of social-

~—jsts-and progressives in the Kansas Dis-

=

trict of the United Mine Workers Union.
°

Gompers' Autobiography
SEVENTY YEARS OF LIFE AND LABEOR, An
Autoblography by Somuel Gempers Dut-
fon. 1957. 334 pp. $5.00.

Gompers tells Kis own story in Seventy
'Years of Life and Labor, the autobiogra-
phy he finished shortly before his death
in 1924. This edition is revised and edited
by. Taft and John A. Sessions. In his
“introduction, Mr. Taft runs quickly
through the history of the peried, using,
in condensed form, the material which
constitutes the substance of his own
work. These two books, taken together,
present a detailed defense of the policies
of Gompers and an appreach to the his-
‘torical record from the standpaint of
those policies. There iz no serious effort
to draw up a balance sheet; no serious
jweakness discovered in the past; only a
thoroughgoing defense all down-the line.

There is walue in having at hand a
brief for a point of view and an assemb-
lagt- of ‘the facts around it. But some-
thing more is necessary for a rounded
picture of the rise of the laber move-
ment.

In its time, the AFL served %o hosten
the independent organization of the work-
ing closs. By its imsistence upon the sep-
arate orgonization .of lober unions eri-
ented direcHy ond unombigvously towerd
day-te-day problems of workers, the Fed-
eration helped to free the uniens fram
dependence upon petty bourgecis reform
movements and utopion pancceas, ond to
4urn it inte e working cloz= movement.

. Gompers was its outstonding leader. But
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there were others; others, who shared the
same objective but ot the same time held
out broad social end political perspec-
tives for .the newly organized movement,
in particular the socialists who were oc-
tive by the thousands as union builders.
Now, socialism has dwindled; its voice is
barely oudible inside today’s laber move-
ment; but that in itself constitutes neither
a refutation of seciallsm nor a vindication
of Gompersism. =

For the old AFL never could organize
the majority of the working class, After
the First World War, it was pounded
hackward as millions were driven out of
unions in the Open Shop ecampaign. In
the twenties, it became moribund; the
long prosperity saw no corresponding
rise of unionism. In the thirties, it failed
utterly to rise to new opportunities even
standing in the way of organizing the um-
organized. Finally, it was necessary to
break away from it and found a new
labor movement, the CIO, in order to
unite the working eclass, Not until our
own time, and then only by reuniting
with the millions in the CIO, was it pos-
sible to break the power of those cor-
rupt elements who disgrace the laber
movement and those ultra-conservatives
who hold it back. That,  too, iz part of
the record; and the program, policies,
and philosophy of the old AFL has to
be weighed and assessed with that, too,
in mind.

Union Democracy in ITU

UNION DEMOCRACY, THE INTERNAL
POLITICS OF THE INTERNATIONAL TYP-
OGRAPHICAL UNION by Seymour Martin
Lipset, Martin A. Trow and James S. Cole-
man. The Free Press. 455 pp. 1956. $7.50

It is a pity that this book is pre-
sented as a sociological treatise and is
priced so highy for it makes worth while
reading for any union man. But you can
make yvour way through it with profit by
selective skipping. The authorz are at

"their best when they leave their statisti-

cal tables far .behind and devote them-
selves to straightforward analysis. They
come tight to the point at a decisive
juneture: where oppositions are pro-
seribed, hindered, denied access to the
membership, there democracy is limited,
at best. They know what exists in most
of our unions and they are pessimistic
about the future of demoeracy within

_them. What attracts them to the ITU

is its free internal democratic life, a
union which is unique by virtue of .the
permanent two-party system that domi-
nates its affairs. If it is possible in the
ITU, perhaps it is possible elsewhere,

Union members =zre often berated:
“if you took more interest in your union
affairs and came to meetings you'd get
more democracy; you only get what you
deserve.” The following lengthy passage
is typical of the auther’s treatment of
such arguments, pointing up their arg-
uments with the two-party system of
the ITU:

“Students of internal union politics
almost invariably observe that ‘the mem-
bers don’t attend union meetings.' Usu-
ally the low attendance at union meetings
is seen as both symptom and cause of
oligarchic control; if only the members
would bestir themselves; show some inter-
est, and avail themselves of their union
rights, so this argument goes, they could
increase the measure of democracy in
trade union. . . . In the majority of
undons which are more or .less firmly
controlled by their incumbent officers,
union meetings offer the ordinary mem-
ber very little reward for attendance.
Apart from special mass meetings called
in connection with some ecrisis, union
meetings are dull sessions which deal
with matters of routine administration
rather than union policy. The ordinary
member who attends can hardly feel
himszelf a significant participant in any
decision-making process, nor does the
meeting itself, as a spectacle, usually
possesg any interest or human drama.

“The presence in a union of a legiti-
mate organized opposition changes the
character of the union meeting. First, it
increases the relevance of the matters
discussed on the floor and the impor-
tance of the policy decisions made. Sec-
ond, and of equal importance, the pres-
ence of an organized opposition ensures
that a spectator will see and hear a

clash of interest and sentiment, Conflict
. e e =

Jewish Organizations, Givil Rights

And the Equality of Man

It is not too often that we ean agree
with the statement of a clergyman. We
therefore make haste in endorsing an im-
portant sentiment expressed by Dr. Hillel
Silver at the opening session of the 26th
General Assembly of the Council of Jew-
igsh Federations and Welfare Funds., Dr.
*Silver said that any violation of the con-
stitutional and human rights of Ameri-
can citizens “is, in a special sense a
threat to the security and stability of the
American Jewish Community.”

There has been some discussion in Jew-
ish circles that guestions the sensibleness
of national Jewish organizations taking a
stand on the issue of ecivil rights in the
1. 8. These organizations have an excel-
lent record in the fight for civil rights for
all in the U. 8. and especially for civil
rights for America's largest minority,
the Negroes. The American Jewish Con-
press has issued joint reports with the
NAACP. National Jewish organizations
have cooperated with Negro organiza-
tions and jointly initiated ceurt cases,
sponsored anti-discrimination bills, ete.

Pressure to: stop such activities has
come from a number of sources. (1)
From those who make an ideclogy of Jew-
ish “separation.” Some of these ideolo-
gists who so proudly proclaim the moral

RED MENACE?

If They Would Only Keep Their Free-
dom Theoreticol: “Some Americans,” the
Wall Street Journal reported (Jan. Z8)
from Venezuela, “fear the taste of po-
litical freedom now being savered for
the first time in many years may be
translated into tougher union demands.”

. « In Venezuela, as in Hungary, the
first victims of the uprising, when work-
ers and students rose against the dicta-
torship, were the secret police. Appar-
ently, a police state is a police state,
whether run by a Communist bureauc-
racy or a monopoly capitalist tool like
Jimenez: the same- terror, the same
abuses, the same resentments, and the
same lynchings of the hated plainclothes-
men when the prisons are opened. . . .
So far the Venezuelan revolution, in the
shadow of the U.S., is faring better
than.did Hungary, in the shadow of the
USSR. . . . But we're waiting to see
whether 2 Red meance will suddenly be
discovered there by our oil companies....

From [I. F. Stone's Ws_gkz'};

N

superiority of the Jew over the non-Jew
refuse to come to the defense of other mi-
norities, They judze the moral worth of
non-Jews by the attitude toward Jewish
rights, a not unworthy criterion. But
what applies to Peter applies to Paul.
The most common reason given is that
the Jews have their awn problems arnd
that the Jews are too weak and in too ex-
posed a position to stick their necks out.

The second and by far peater pressure
has come from some Southern Jewizh
communities, Under the pressure of their
surroundings they have made it known
that they would thank the central organi-
zation for not taking a definite stand on
what is termed “‘controversial issues.”

Dr. Silver's declaration will help the
national organizations to eontinue to hold
fast to their line. The status of the Jew-
ish and other minorities rests on the gen-
eral acceptance of the principle of the
equality of men. Wherever and whenever
that prineiple is denied or broken, a blow
is dealt to American Jews.

FREEDOM OF SPEECH!

The secretarv of the Bulgarian com-
munist party, Todor Zhivkov, said in a
speech on November 25, 1957 that every
hand raised against the regime would be
“eut off by the sword.” An article on
“freedom of criticism™ published on No-
vemher 21, 1957 in the party paper
Rabotnichesko Delo states: “Above zll, in
a Marxist-Leninist party, there can be no
freedom for views hostile to Marxism-
Leninism. There can be no freedom for
people who criticize and slander the par-
ty. On the basis of this Marxist-Leninist
conception of freedom of criticism, the
party has been taking stern measures
against the hostile voices:which ‘in vari-
ous places -have been trying- to wexploit
justified eriticism of the shortcomings of
our State. . . . The party will oppose ail
those who try to abuse freedom of eriti-
cism to bring about a change in the par-
ty's policy. Freedom of criticism in ro
way means freedom to doubt the correct-
ness of party policy, party decisions and
party tasks. In reality freedom of criti-
cism means the duty to assess the nature
and value of party decisions and to allow
them to sink deep inte the consciousness,™

From ICFTU Spotlight
L .

ISL’s

[ ]

"Forum” Discusses Vital Issue:

Socialism and the U.S. Labor Movement

The Independent Socialist Leazue has-

just published an issue of its discussion
and information bulletin, Forum which
concentrates on the question of the re-
lationship of socialists to the labor move-
ment. The issue of Forum opens up, and
is itself a part of a discussion on this
vital topic in which we hope all mem-
bers and friends of the ISL, as well as
socialists in general will participate.
The Forum begins with a re-print of
a section of a document entitled “Social-
ists and the Labor Movement" which
was tabled for further discussion at the
last convention of the ISL. Accompany-
ing it are a series of amendments pre-
sented at the time of the convention, and
a draft resolution presenting a different

within a democracy not only affects the
policy of the political unit, not only has
all the positive consequences for the in-
terests of the member or citizen that
political theorists have identified: in ad-
dition, it is interesting in ways that ad-
ministrative procedures are not. The
fact that his presence makes a difference
in real issues that come to the floor and
the fact that these issues are presented
to him in forceful and dramatic ways—
largely through spontaneous speech and
debate—are both rewards for attendance
which bring members to union meetings
quite apart from some abstract feeling
of a moral obligation to. fulfill a demo-
cratic duty in painful and tedious
:[ash':on."' 2
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point of view which had also been pre-
sented to the convention. Articles by
H. W. Benson and A. Winters argue some
of the issues presented in these docu-
ments., Among them are the proper at-
titude and approach of socialistz in the
labor movement today; the problem of
“industrializing” the socialist move-
ment; problems of electoral policy; is-
sues of opportunitm and sectarianizm
in connection mth such problems, and
the like.

In addition to these documents and
articles are a piece by Frank Harper on
“Ideas, Personal Relations, and the All-
Inclusive Concept,” and.one by Paul Ger-
main on “National Communism in Tran-
sition, a Discussion of Right Trends in
Gomulka’s Poland.™

Copies of this issue of Forum may be
obtained by mailing 15¢ to ISL, 114 West.
14th Street, New York 11, N.Y.
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TEN CENTS

The Princeton "Eating Clubs” Case Dramatizes the Problem of:

By A. S. KNOB

“Being tall and athletic isn't evervthmg But the club looks at you

that's all they see. That and you're Jewish .

. an intellectual . . . and

don’t have money. Now I like my roommate. He likes me. But neither
of us got a bid so we're rejects in everyone’s eves. That’s the way things

are.

Thus Joel Davidow, a Princeton
sophomore, bespoke the anguish of
the latest twenty three victims of

“that cruel social order known in
Nassautown as the “eating clubs,”

on most other campuses as the fra-
ternity system.

Princeton's President Robert Goheen
is the prototype of most university heads
in his manifestly liberal public utter-
ances; But when the push comes to
shove, and his campus is beset by a
particularly potent harbinger of discrim-
ination, Goheen contimues the pattern set
by his contemporaries and quietly with-
draws into an academic corner after self-
righteously asserting that “the serious-
ness of these allegations (re diserimina-
tion) has been unfortunately . exagger-
ated by several individuals who sought
to impose their wishes on the clubs."
That for the president, marked the end
of the matter. '

Princefon thought it had its social prob-
tem solved when in one post World War
I 'year, four fifths of its sophomeres had
signed o petition refusing to join o club
unless all of their classmates were chosen.
A "bicker week” (i.e. 14 days for upper-
classmen to interview and bid the sopho-
mores) wos set up, supposedly Insuring
bids for ol second yeor students.

For nine years the system has sput-
tered along, hampered by the develop-
ment of “second-rate” clubs. Finally this
year the social dissatisfaction boiled over
az 23 Princeton sophs refused the empty
consolation of joining the cateh-all co-
operative club Prospect. A large num-
ber of the students signed a statement
stating “I feel I have been discriminated
against because of race or religion.”

Joel Davidow pinpointed the torment-
ing agony of rejection by one's peers.
“You have to care. This is the social
system at Princeton. If you're not in a
lub . . . you know you're not wanted. . .
You've got a stigma attached to you.”

PRINCETON'S SCAR

_ Princeton's scar is duplicated in one
way or another on most campuses across
the country. Today, the struggle against
social elitism is the exception. The lines
are more often drawn on the guestion of
racial and relizious bias,

Here fthe fight is only beginoing. But

the roots can be troced bock to the mid-
die of the nineteemth century. Early fra-
ternities found no need for bios clouses,
for practically. all students in colleges and
universities were white Protestants. Then
with the influx and competition of stu-
dents of cother creeds and nationalities,
in large part caused by immigration from
foreign lands, these fraternities felt it
necessary %o insure their religious and
rdcial status by the use of exclusive bios
restrictions.

Racial and religious diserimination by
fraternities was wushered in during a
period in the middle 1800's which was
marred by such powerful bigotry-gpawn-
ing organizations as the anti-Catholic
and anti-immigrant, Know-Nothing Par-~
ty and secretive American Protective As-
sociation.

Alfred McClung Lee, in his study
“Fraternities Without Brotherhood” sus-
pects that even the Ku Klux Klan was
“an offshoot of the fraternity system in
the South.” Professor Lee, an expert in
sociology ‘and anthropology who has
taught at Brooklyn College, Yale, Kan-
sas, NYU and Michigan, believes that
the imitin! origins of the Klan can be
traced partly to "“the desire to keep alive
the horse play, hazing and cameraderie
of the truncated college days of the mem-
bers.” Those who recall that even within
the past few years fraternity hazing
“pranks” have been responsible for kid-
nappings, serious accidents and even
deaths will recognize the truth in Lee's
remarks.

SOLUTIONS

Various solutions to these religious and
racial bars have presented themselves.
One, of course, wag the formation of all-
Jewish or all-Negro fraternities. But
most fraternities formed by minority
groups. followed the lead of the first
Negro Greek-fetter organization, Alpha
Phi Alpha (started in 1906 at Cornell)
which limited its membership to Negro
students. Thus these fraternities, al-
though created as a reaction to exclu-
siveness on the part of white Protestant
organizations, were guilty of the same
diseriminatory policies as their counter-
parts.

The next step wos the formation of ell-
inclusive Greek letter societies such os
Pi Lambde Phi, begun at Yale in 1895 as &
social refuge for those students, mainly
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Jewish. who found the doeors of the big
houses on campus clesed to them. How-
ever, the dominant Jewish milieu ond
membership of the group has in effect
excluded the pledging of non-Jewish broth-
Ers.

The problem of most all-inclusive ef-
forts has been similar. Fraternities have
been unable to maintain their intellec-
tual attitudes in the face of the domi-
nant religious or racial character of the
group: In addition, there are economic
harriers. A largely Jewish fraternity
(for instance Zeta Beta Tau or Tau
Epsilon) whose members might usually
be of middle or vpper class backgrounds,
would probably necessitate too great a
financial burden for the average Negro
student. Phi Lambda Phi still exists on
some forty campuses but its role as an
all-inclusive racial and religious body
has long since vanished.

COMMONS CLUES

The American Association of Com-
mons Clubs, formed n 1817, has been
unsuceessful in  terms of numerical
growth but hag achieved actual racial
and religious integration and in addi-
tion has realized a prineiple of social
equality which Pi Lambda Phi never
had ag a basis for its activities. The As-
zociation, which from its stert aimed
“to make democracy a living reality on
campus” eliminated the blackballing sys-
tem, permitted its members fo resign
freely and what perhaps is most impor-
tant, held operating coste as low as pos-
sible in order to avoid economie diserim-
ination. Unfortunately however, the As-
sociation has shrunk to clubs on five
small campuses.

The sole answer to fraternily discrim-
ination is @ harsh but wviobie one. It ne-
cessitates removing from the compus
those froternities im which bias is not
eliminoted in practice as well as in the-
ory. This solution however iz not simple.
For it involves not only the virulent oppeo-
sition of most fraternities on a nationel
and locel scale but, in many cases, the
passive if not openly active resistance of
administration authorities.

The great majority of pressure against
{raternity bias has come from the stu-
dent bodies and organs of student expres-
sion such as the college newspapers and
student government, The method used
in most cases has been tbe setting of a
deadline for the removal of the clauses.
It teok & referendum of the Columbiz
University student body in 1852 (in
which an overwhelming majority voted
to eliminate biased fraternities) to con-
vince the administration that a deadline
was needed at that school. The Univer-
sity =et a deadline for 1960, eight years.
In 1956, the administration, undeubted-
ly moved somewhat by the plight of such
struggling organizations as Sigma Chi,
and probably swayed to some degree by
pleas from fraternity alumni, pushed
the deadline back to 1946. Despite claims
by student leaders that eight years was
certainly time enough to determine the
possibility of removing the bias clause
nationally and to consider leaving the
national organization 1f such action
proved impossible, the administration
stubbornly gave these powerful outposts
of bias more breathing space. Columbia
students are wondering what the year
1964—and greater alumni pressure will
bring to the campus in the way of more
procrastination.

At Michigan, as at numerous campus-
es across the country, the pattern was
repeated. In- February, 1951, the Michi-
gan student council proposed a deadline
of 1956 to the administration. President
Alexander Ruthven vetoed the propesi-
tion, asserting that fraternities have the

i

FRATERNITIES AND DISCRIMINATION

rigcht to determine their own member- °

ship standards (a conception denied by
the New York Supreme Court in 1954). 3

The Michigan Daily, the undergraduate |

newspaper, lambasted Ruthven’s “plae-

ing of property rights above human |

rights . . , an indefensible stand for = '

university aiming to be worthy in alls.

respects of a greater democracy.”

Dartmouth was the exceplion ¥o ads
ministrotion procrastination. There. os
well as at Wayne, Chicaogo and offer
schools, deadlines have been imposed. Bu¥
while certain local fraternity chapiers
hove been cooperctive, their naotionals
have been vituperative ond ruthless in
their counter-attack. "We have a war on
cur hands" soid Lloyd Cochran, president
of the National Interfraternity Conference
in 1954,

Fraternity chorges of Communist in-
spiration for the anti-bias fight are feirly
common. Fraternities have expelled their
lecals immediately for viclation ‘of the
bias codes (e.q. Theta Xi, Phi Alpha, Phi
Gomma Delta at Amherst, Alpha Sigma Psi
ot Middlebury, Beta Theta Pi at Kenyon
suspended efc.).

DANGEROUS REACTION

Buf the most dangerous reaction of
fraternities has been the adoption of or
reversion to "gentlemens agreement.s”
or restrictions in the ritual, Béta Theta
Pi for instance is bound by the cgonsti-
tutional provision that “no action which
might be detrimental to the best inter-
ests of the fraternity may be taken™
The statement of the National Inter-
fraternity Conference at its last conven-
tion that we have “the good old Amer-
ican right to select our friends" and the
assertion of Prineeton’s Interclub Com-
mittee of “the right of private organizas
tions to be selective” is being implement-
ed by such provisions as that which binds
Sigma Alpha Epsilon to pledge only “so- |
cially acceptable™ students.

-Pamphratria, at Columbia, eriticized
the National Inter-Fraternity Conference
for its aforementioned attitude but re-
fused to demand that all Columbia fra-
ternities state that they are not bound
in any way to discriminate. Until this,

the only way to even start eliminating. .

de facto discrimination is adopted, the

anti-bias fight will be stalled indefinitely.

) Young Socialist \
CHALLENGE '

organ of the Young Socialist League, ia
a regular section of Labor Action but is
under the sole editorship of the YEL.
Opinions expressed in signed articles by
contributors do not necessarily represent
the views of the Challenge or the YSL.

b - _—

THE AIM OF THE YSL: 8

The Young Socialist League is o democratic so-.. -

cialist orgonization striving ‘o oid in the basig
sronsformatian of this society inte one where. the.
means of production and distribution shall be
collectively owned ond democrafically managed.
The YSL attempts to moke the young workers and
students, who form its arena of activity, conscious
of the nead for organization directed against capi-
telism and Stalinism.

The YSL rejects The cancept that stote ownership
without democratic conirols represents socialism; or
thet socialism can be achieved without political
demecracy, or through undamocratic means, or in
thort in any way other thon the conscious active
perticipation of the people themsaives in the build-.
ing of the new sociol erder. The YSL orients fo-

ward the working closs, o1 the clos which fs

topable of leading society ta’ the establishment of
sccialism,

—From the Canitutien of the T8L'
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_A Compilation

Page Six

LABOR ACTION

of Statements from European Socialist Parties

Social Democratic Foreign Policy

The questions of peace megotiations,
" disarmament, control of nuclenr weapons
are at the center of political interest all
over the world.

The line followed by the various Com-
munist parties can pretty well be de-
duced from the latest Moscow commu-
nigue. The only variation, from country
to- country, stems from the particulur
gituation of each land, and from the
degree to which its bourgeois parties
are independent from the policy of the
American State Departinent.

But what positions have
Social Democratic parties

the wvarious
in Europe

i taken toward the Kremlin's “peace” of-

fensive and the American reaction to
it? Thig ig surely o matter of first-rate
tmportance for American socinlists in
-

.
assessing the political polentialities in
the curvent situntion on an international
geale.

Since Lhe beginning of the year, So-,
cialist International Information, pub-
lished by the Socialist Imternational in
London, has reproduced a series of resgo-
lutions by European sociulist poriies on
speeches by authoritative spokesmen of
these movements, on thegse matters. In
seeking to present a broad picture of
the approach of the Social Democratic
parties of FEurope, LABOR ACTION is
compelled to ewerpt the most significant
paragraphs from some documents, while
printing others in full. Our main eon-
cern, where exerpting or condensation
has been mnecessary, s to give as full
and accwrate o picture of the position
of the given party us possible.

s

Belgium

Thé annual Congress of the Belgian So-
clalist Party met in Brussels on December
21-22, 1957.° It must be born in mind that
in Belgium the SP is in the government,
and Victor Larock, @ member of their
Executive Committee is Belgion Minister
of Foreign Affairs. The Congress' resolu-
tion on Foreign Policy.

A. Security

1., Defence against aggression im-
poses close solidarity among the West-
ern democracies within NATO.

2. The Congress takes note of the
foreign minister’s statement according
to which there is no guestion of setting
“up launching sites in Belgium for long-
and medium-range missiles or of stock-
pxlmg nuclear weapons for aggression,

- [The next three points deal with
strengthening the Atlantic Community
culturally, politically and economically
in addition to its military strength. It
then goes on:]

6. In the political field, security de-
mands:

—Loyalty to the principles written
into the U.N. Charter, with willingness
to respect and impose respect for U.N.
decisions;

—The political strengthening of Euro-
pean institutions. . . .

—With respect to the Soviet bloc: an
unceasing search for peaceful and just
solutions and, in particular, the elabora-
tion of a regional system of international

narantees to permit the reunification of
_ﬁermnny following free elections and
the restoration of freedom to the peo-
ples of Central and Eastern Europe;

—With respect to the countries of

* Asia and Africa: a permanent effort at

collaboration directed towards the eco-
nomic and social development of their

_ peoples,

B. Strengthening of Peace

1. Thé Socialists denounce the danger
inherent in an “acceleration of the arms
race.

2. They demand the suspension, with
controls, of nuclear and thermonuclear
tests, They demand that a stop be put
‘tb atomic prodiction for military ends,
_énd that, with thé setting up of an ef-
:fechve control system ensuring respect

agreement, existing devices be con-
'vért to peaceful uses.

3. In accorddnce with N:&-Tp decisions,
-they. demand - that ‘everything - possible
‘be done in order that the disarmament
-negotiations - may be resumed and any
-eoncrate. proposal, even-if incomplete,
.considered.

4. ‘Asregards the ‘Near and Middle
East,  the-consignments” of arms must
‘bé-stopped- by both- sides.” The  inde:

detiée’ ahd: tervitorial integrity of all

& -countries- in this area s mist by

W oe o

. guaranteed: by international-agreement.

C. Cooperation With All Peoples

1. The Socialists will never identify
the peoples with the regimes under which
they live,

2. The Congress requests the govern-
ment to take the initiative in recogniz-
ing the Peking government in agree-
ment with the other Western nations
which favor a similar course.

3. BEvery occasion must be taken to -

increase contact with peoples, whatever
their regime, by wayv of economic, so-
cial, scientific and cultural relations.

France

The following ore extracts from a
speech by Christian Pineau, foreign min-
ister of France and a leader of the
French Seocialist Party, delivered in the
French Notional Assembly on January 22,
1958.

“The danger for us is not that the
Soviet Union today possesses rockets
which ean reach France, but that our
country does not possess the same wea-
pons as a possible enemy. No national
defence is possible for a country which
deliberately allows itself to be out-
c¢lassed in the sphere of armaments....

France is not opposed to the prohibi-
tion of nuclear tests provided the pro-
duction of fissionable materials for mili-
tary purposes is also prohibited. With-
out fulfilment of this condition those
countries which have already advanced
sufficiently would be allowed to accumu-
late stocks of atomic weapons. This would
mean the establishment of a club open
to two or three powers and closed to
all the others who would then be ob-
liged to integrate into one bloc or the
other, . . .

There remains the idea of partial dis-
armament, limited to certain weapons
and certain countries, The Rapacki Plan
is a proposal of this kind. It seems to
belong to the broader framework of the
settlement of the German problems. The
Russians wish to extend this plan to
other countries.

In the military sense, the atom-free
zone would be a zonme from which no
missiles could be launched but where
they could fall. These regions, because
they. would be undefended, would not
necessarily be sheltered from attack.

In the political sense, the proposal
has other significance, We cannot hand-
over to the Soviet Union:a means of dis-
integrating the  ‘defersive system  of
NATO, of discouraging America’s pres-
ence  in Europe; of initiating the pro-
gressive mneutralization of Europe and
the resumption of the chain reaction of
subversion.

On the other hand, it is not impossible
for ‘the Wekt to agree on counter-pro-
posals not subject ta the same risks yet
calenlated to further the relaxation of
tension. .. .

On the question oi’ the Middle East,
NATO has proclaimed: thit its members

‘stipport the independence and sovereignty

of the states in that region. Here, it
seems of use to me to make France's po-
sition clear: we are utterly opposed to
any change in frontiers, specially those
of Israel, Indeed, we believe that to
start on this road would arouse such ap-
petites and evoke such controversies that
peace in that region, already precarious
enough, would be seriously endangered,

I have merely triedsto trace the main
lines of French foreign policy. They
may be summarised as follows:

—The defence of Algeria in all fields
where it might be endangered by inter-
national interference;

—Strengthening of the Atlantic alli-
ance and, with due account taken of
present scientific progress, of national
security;

—At the same time, attempts to reach
agreement between East and West on
disarmament and the principal prob-
lems of world poliey;

—Continuation of the effort for Euro-
pean unity.

Great Britain

The following is token from an inter-
view with Hugh Gaitikell, chairman of
the British Labor Party, which appeared
in Reynolds News, London, for January 12,
1958.

We should say “yes” immediately to
Marshal Bulganin's invitation to Sum-
mit talks and put forward our own posi-
tive proposals for peace as our contri-
bution to the agenda. .

Support for the conference does mot
mean that we must sign on the dotted
line to everything the Russians have
proposed. But surely we can agree to
discuss their proposals. At least three
of them are, in my opinion, welecome so
far as they go, But we must add to them
and to the agenda our own positive plans,

We should say “yes” to the proposal
to suspend nuclear weapons tests for a
period, but we should go on to say that
the meeting must discuss as well the
even more fundamental question of
stopping under international control the
production of all nuclear weapons. This
is wvital. Without it the threat of war
remains and mutual trust canrtc—t be
established.

We- should say “yes” to the proposal
for an atom-free zone in Eunrope. But
this, too, does not go far enough.

We should put forward our own plan
for the withdrawal of all foreign forces
from East and West Germany, from_Po-
Tand, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, the
establishment in this area of a control
over national armaments, a mutual se-
curity pact to guarantee the frontiers of
all these territories (underwritten by the
Great Powers), the reunification of Ger-
many on the basis of free elections, and,
finally, an understanding that, if all the
other conditions are fulfilled, the re-
united Germany withdraws from NATO
while Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hun-
gary withdraw from the Warsaw Pact.

_ In short, we should endorse and put
forward the neutral belt proposals origi-
nally put forward by the Labour Party
over a year ago and mow widely sup-
ported everywhere.

We should say “yes” to the Russian
proposal to diseuss plans for ending ten-
gion in the Middle East.

‘We might go on to propose-as a start
that the nations represented at the con-
ference should jointly support plang for
economic development of the whole Mid-
dle East, partly financed out of oil reve-
nues, partly through the United Nations.

We should insist that the conference
seek means of settling the Arab refu-
gees and ending the misery of these
thousands of homeless pepole, We should
put forward plans for controlling the
supply of &Tms to the area.

We should urge that the Great Pow-

‘ers, including Russia, should ‘guarantee

§ E. T
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not only the independence but the ter-
ritorial integrity of the existing fron-
tiers of all the states in the area.

We must get away from the idea that
talking with the Russians endangers our
security. It is the present diplomatic
deadlock which iz so demoralizing to
the democracies. . . .

West Germany

in the foreign offoirs debafe held in
the Federal Parliament on 23 January,
the German Social Dethocratic Party pre-
posed a motion asking the Government: -

1. To demand that nuclear tests be
suspended throughout the world—pos-
gibly unilaterally for a limited period—
without linking any political or military
conditions with this demand;

2, To attempt to prevent the armies
of further countries from being eguipped
with atomie weapons;

3, To declare that the Federal de-
fence forces will not be eguipped with
atomic weapons and that, on the Ger-
man side, there will be no participation
in the further development of atomic
weapons and of medium-and long-range
rockets;

4. To adhere to its obligation not to
permit the production of atomic wea-
pons and means of biological and chem-
ical warfare in the Federal Republie,

The motion was defeated.

Netherlands ,

From an editerial in Het Vrije Volk,
Amsterdam socialist newspaper on Janu-
ary 23, 1958.

“The Russian idea of a top-level con-
ference with as many participants as
possible is not acceptable to the West.
The aim must now be to persuade the
Russians to agree to business-like talks
through diplomatic channels and to con-
sider all suggestions, old and new, in
preparation for more public conferences.

“The world is even less in need of
propaganda and rousing speeches than
were the Russians in their talks with
the Polish leaders which they Rept very
seeret. The Russians know full well how
to distinguish between propaganda and
business-like talks when it suits them.”

Norway

The following is frem a speech by Nor-
wegian Sociclist leader Finn Moe de-
livered at the Consultative Assembly of
the Council of Europe at Strasbourg en
January 16.

i believe we can take it for granted
that, in the course of this year, nego-
tiations between East and West will be
started and the most vital question to-
day is, therefore, in what spirit these
negotiations will be prepared and con-
ducted. Tt is of decisive importance that
they should be serious, and by that I
mean that both parties must do their
utmost to achieve positive results. If
neégotiations are entered into with the
attitude that nothing will come out of
them, this is, in fact, the best way of
making sure that there will be no posi-
tive results.

Some of us believe that there iz a
reasonable chance that certain problems
will be settled in such negotiations.
Others hold the view that it is impossi-
ble to say anything about this before-
hand, that only the negotiations them-
selves-can show whether the Soviet Union
is in earnest this time. But even in theé
latter case, the only way, in my wview,
of testing the other side’s intentions is to
be in earnest oneself.

A gradual solution of the outstanding
problems is the only way. We must try
to advance step by step and begin with
those guestions on which it mdy be easi-
er to obtain agreement; for example the
establishment of an atom-free zone cont
sisting of Poland, Germany and Czecho:
slovakia,

Ag 'long as atomie rockets and even
tactical atomic weapons remain- stal
tioned near the Soviet frontier, the So-
viet Union will refuse to loosen her tied
with Eastern Germany and the othef
satellite States in Eastern Europe. For
this reason, I believe that an-acceptancé
of Rapack:s proposal might Iﬂad- to 4
lessening of East-West tensions. - ;
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- The Venezuelan Revolution——

{Continued from page 1)
of opposition against its feudal-financial rivals and
overlords.

The liberal section of the commercial bourgeoisie
oenerally lent its support to the Christian Social Party
(COPEI), led by Dr. Rafael Caldera. The rising in-
dustrial bourgeoisie and middle class tended to be radie-
ally nationalist and demoeratic. It supported the liberal
and progressive. government headed by General Isaias
Medina Angarita, from 1840 to 1945, After Mendina’s
downfall, it found its political expression in the Re-
publican Democratic ‘Union (URD), headed by Dr.
Jgvito Villalba,

The urban proletariat, as well as the peasantry and
petty bourgeoisie (small shopkeepers, ete.) came to be
represented by the semi-socialist Demoeratic Action
Party (AD). AD was led by resolute leftists, some of
whom were Marxists while others were not. The mod-
erate leaders held a position similar te that of Euro-
pean Social Democracy, while the most radical ones
proclaimed themselves fellowers of “Marx, Engles,
Lenin and Rosa Luxemburg,” which was intended to
mean that they were revolutionary Marxists, inde-
pendent from both Stalinism and Trotskyism.

The party stoed for complete political democracy,
land reform, the construction of a strong trade union
movement,. notionalization of mineral resources, pro-
gressive labor legislation, vast public and social works,
centralization and expansion of education, direct pro-
gressive taxation, confiscation of the lands and property
of notorious recclionaries, supervision of the gevern-
ment and the public administration by the trade unions,
and other radically democratic measures, The Marxists
within AD saw this democratic program os constituting
merely the first, bourgecis-democratic step towi'rd the
eventual establishment of a socialist regime bosed on
workers' councils.

The Stalinists

Leadership of the working eclass and peasantry was
algo claimed by the Stalinists PCV (Communist Party
of Venezuela). The PCV remained relatively uninfluen-
tial, however. Its dependence on the USSR, and its
tendeney to support the nationalist bourgeocisie and to
postpone the class struggle, prevented it from gaining
the confidence of more than a minority of the working
class. ADj.and not the PCV, became the mighty mass
party of the exploited,

The liberal Medina government, which had repre-
sented the strugele for power of the liberal-commercial
and the nationalist-democratic bourgeoisie, was over-
thrown in 1945 by AD, with the help of the wyoung
officers of the army. AD felt that the time for a radical
democracy and for the definitive destruction of feudal-
ism had come.

AD carried out -many social reforms ond built wp a
large and strong trade union movement. 1§ brought the
mosses- into -active political participation. As a conse-
quence of the pressure of the foreign petroleum inter-
ests, of the feudol-financial oligarchy, and alse of the
liberal bourgeoisie (COPEl and URD), the AD govern-
ment was overthrown in 1948 by the same group of army
officers which had brought it to power. AD was out-
lawed. S0 was the PCV, one and a half years later.

The military Junta which succeeded AD was made
up of three men: Carlos Delgado Chalbaud was rela-
tively liberal, and intended to re-establish a bourgeois
parliamentary democracy, from which the Marxists
would be excluded. The other two, Marcos Pérez Jimé-
nez and Luis Felipe Llovera Paéz had become instru-
ments of the most extreme veaction. In 1950, Pérez
Jiménez actively or passively connived in the assassina-
tion of Delgado Chalbaud. Two years later he made
himself president of the country, through a fraudulent
election. He arrested and exiled the opposition candi-
date, Joévito Villalaba, and ouflawed the URD. He in-
tensified the terror against thé working class, Trade
unions became virtual state organs. Freedom of speech,
of the press, and other bourgeois freedoms were sup-
pressed at least as harshly as at the time of the bloody
Goémez.

Political Police

Thousands of political prisoners were tortured and

‘cast into dungeons or concentration camps by the

secret police led by the infamoys Pedro Estrada. Es-
trada, a sadistic gangster sprung.from the lumpen-
proletariat, became one of the most influential men in
Venezuela, next to Pérez Jiménez, The real tactician
of the regime was the minister of the interior, Lau-
reano Vallenilla Lanz, who constituted the link be-
tween Pedro Estrada and the reactionary groups eof
the oligarchy and army. Vallenilla Lanz advised Pérez
Jiménez on all “electoral” and propaganda matters.
The dictatorship served the interests of the old alli-
ance of foreign capital and the native feudal oligarchy.
The oligarchy, which was moving more and more
toward modern methods of capital investment, needed
healthy and efficient workers. To fulfill that need, Pérez
Jiménez organized an excellent public health serviee
and succeeded in virtually eradieating syphilis and
malaria. He -concentrated the proletariat in. gigantic
housing blocks with modern conveniences. The physieal
benefit which the working ~class - derived from the

-measures was counterbalanced by the suffering which

resulted from the repressive and brutal methods which
the government used in carrying out these technical
advanees and social changes. The working class be-
came partly demoralized as a result of the terror and
suppression of the trade unions, and a small portion
of it developed into a desperate, hate-racked, semi-
eriminal lumpen proletariat. This lumpen proletariat
was to play an important part in the revolution of
January 1958, "

To keep wages down, and to.contribute further o the
disinfegration and demoralization of the woerking class,
Pérex Jiménex-ond Pedro Estrada used foreign immigrant
workers as sirike-breakers and ot the same time as
scapegoats. ltalian immigrants, desperate with need and
bewildered by the foreign surroundings, were put to
work af incredibly low wages, so that the whole na-
tional level of wages was kept from rising. Those
Europeon immigrants who had o fascist eor ecriminal
background were used as informers, joilers or torturers
by Pedro Estrada’s secret police.

In addition, European adventurers and scoundrels
set up shady businesses in collusion with Pérez Jiménez
and his henchmen, and helped to bring corruption to a
level which it had never reached before in the whole
gloomy history of Venezuela. Bribery, and thefts from
the public treasury became the raison d'etre of the go-
ernment. The frantic construction of capitalism which
the oligarchy earried out under Pérez Jiménez' tule, in
cooperation with foreign investors, was not. only
bloody and brutal, but alse unnecessarily wasteful and
corrupt. Many splendid buildings and roads which were
built during those years were specially useless, inus-
much as they sevved only as monuments to the glory
of the despot and as pleasure haunts for the olizarchy
and its henchmen. .

The conscious or uneonscious collaboration of immi-
grants in these things produced violent hatred against
foreigners, and especially against Italians, on the part
of the demoralized sections of the Venezuelan working
class. Pedro Estrada worked to encourage the anti-
foreign fecling. By inciting Venezuelan and foreign
workers against each other, the dictatorship hoped to
render the proletariat ineapable of revolutionary action.

An Anachronism

The construction of native capitalism under the rule
of the dietatorship had the effect of making the

bourgeoisie the eeconomic ruling class. The feudal oli-

garchy was incapable of directing the new economic
and technical forees which had ecome into being. More
and more, the rising bourgeoisie displaeed or absorbed
the oligarchy. Finally a point was veached at which
the feudal-fascist political regime beeame an ancchiro-
nism, in relation to the capitalist-liberal economic striuc-
ture which had grown under the former's aegis. The
bourgeoisie, after becoming the economic ruling class,
was ready to wrest the reins of political power from
the hands of the feudal robber barons, whose rule was
in contradiction with the new forms of production.

By the end of 1857, the atmosphere of terror and
corruption which prevailed in Venezuela under the
“New National Ideal,” (as Pérez Jiménez called his sys-
tem), had become unbearable for all classes, with the
exception of some of the most reactionary members of
the oligarchy, the representatives of foreign corpora-
tions, and certain foreign residents who had been
assigned a privileged place in the national economy
and who claimed that “such a primitive people as the
Venezuelan is not ripe for demoeracy.”

The Catholic Church, which ‘had supported the dic-

tatorship during its first years, openly condemned Pérex
Jiménez methods. In a public sermon, the Archbishop of

Yenezuela stated that the dictatorship was corrupt and

that it carried out public works projects merely for

the sake- of its own prestige, while it failed to improve

the lot of the poor. Pérex Jiménez retorted by imprison-
ing o number of priests and outlawing the COPEIL. The
COPEIl's leader, Rofael Caldera, and many party mem-
bers went to jail, and later, into exile.

The Church’s turn against Pérez Jiménez reflected a
general desire on the part of the conservative and
bourgeois groups to free themselves from the rule of a
group of robber barons and to take the contral of the
nation into their own hands, To achieve this end, they
were willing to share political power with the lower
classes, without whom the dictatorship ecould not be
overthrown, They established contact with the resis-
tance movement,

The vesistance groups, composed of men and women
of AD, the PCV, URD and COPEI, had been drawn
together in the course of their common struggle. A
“pmited front from below” had come about automatieal-
ly, in gpite of the divergencies which contined to divide
the party leaders in exile. A united demoeratic front,
called the “Patriotic Junta® was formed.

The Patriotic Junta

The Patriotic Junta was composed of men and women
of all democratic and left-wing tendencies, from
COPEI to AD and PCV. It was in contact with liberal
voung officers of the army, navy, air foree and internal
security forces. The left wing of the Patriotic Junta
was led and-orgamized by the students of Venezuela,
Throughout the Pérez. Jiménez period, the students had

.staged-an- impressive mumber of strikes and protest

demonstrations. The students took the initiative of
“going to the people,” and -establishing contact with
the working class. The clandestine “University Front”
thus became the link between the workers and the
bourgeois democratic wing of the Patriotic Junta.

On December 15, 1957, Pérex Jiménex offended the
whole nation by prolonging his "constitulional presi-
dential term” through a “plebiscite” in which everyone
was to vote "yes" or "no.'" Well-organized police terror
forced the majority of the nation first to sign humiliating
“statements of support" of the dictator, and then to vote
“yes." Employees were told that they would hove +o
keep the "no™ ballot and show it to the secret police
after the plebiscite, to prove that they had put -the
“yes' ballot into the wrn. ltalian workers were herded
together and taken to vote over and over again all day
long. This palitical conscription of the ltalians was car-
ried out by one of Pirex Jiménez' "business friends," the
‘‘entrepreneur'’ Gagliardi. and was condoned by the
Italian ambassador, Count Giuste Giusti di Giardina.

With the vast majority of the nation gnashing its
teeth with anger at this ultimate humiliation, the Pa-
triotic Junta decided that the situation was tipe for
a revolution. The Junta wanted the revolution to be
popular and democratic while the liberal army. officers
could only conceive it in the form of a putsch.

ll. The Bourgeois-Military
Phase of the Revolution

In the night of the New Year, the air force and the
garrison of the city of Maracay rose against the gov-
ernment. Simultaneously, a military uprising wasz to
have broken out in Caracas. But the officers of Caracas
failed to carry out their part in the insurrection. Mara-
eay was left to fight alone. The workers of Maracay
and other towns in the state of Avagua wse 1o support

. the National Liberation Army, as the insurgent of-

ficers called their forces, They formed fighting groups
and asked for arms. The NLA retorted by asking the
people to keep guiet. . . . Sabre Jeis and Canberra
bombers of NLA flew over Caracas and bombed and
strafed Miraflores, the presidential palace.

As the hours went by, and the dictatorship prepared
its counter-offensive, Radio Maracay frantically began
to call on the people of Caracas to rise against the
tyrant. But the people were not ready to revolt. The
working class was unprepared. No attempt had yet
been made to organize the revolution from below, from
the proletarian rank and file level. The workers were
unwilling to fight under the leadership of bourgeois
army officers. '

The airplanes which scared acress the sky of Caracas,
impersonal and individualistic, were symbelic of the lack
of cantact which existed between the liberal-conservative
knighthood and the democrafic, anti-copitalist masses.

In the evening of January 1st, four government army
columns marched forth from different parts of the
country to encircle Maracay. By midnight, the gov-
ernment brigade commanded by Colonel Casanova
was at the outskirts of that city. A few hours later,
the NLA surrendered unconditionally. Casanava estab-
lished a regime of white terror in Maracay. A number
of soldiers and workers were shot. Twelve hundved of-
ficets and m.c.0.'s were arrested and imprisoned in the
infamous fortress of Puerto Cabello. A regiment which
had risen in revolt behind Casanova’s back, in the city
of Los Teques, was forced to surrender at noon on
January 2nd.

Limits of Military Putch

This first uprising showed clearly that a hourgeois-
military putsch is only as effective as the men who
organize and lead it. This lesson showed that the
“line” of the Patriotic Junta and of the University
Front was correct: the revelution must be prepared
carefully, and it must become a mass revolution,

‘Nevertheless, the January 1st movement was impor-
tant and useful, It proved to the nation and to the
world that the bourgesisie, or at least an important
part of it, was an enemy of the dictatorship. The peo-
ple saw that the iron front of vested interests, which
had oppressed it till then, was broken, that the dicta-
torship was tottering, and that the time to arise had
come. The weakness of the dictatorship became obvious
through the faect that on January 10th the cabinet
was reshuffled, Liberal members of the military hier-
archy pushed Pérez Jiménez to dismisz Vallenilla Lanz
and Pedro Estrada, and to seek to buy off the revolu-
tion through a liberalization from above. The dismissal
of Vallenilla and Estrada only encouraged the revolu-
tionaries and the student agitation inereased instead of
lessening. As a consequence, two days later Pérez
Jiménez changed the cabinet again, sending into exile
the liberal new minster of defense, Gemeral Rémule
Ferndindez, and taking the command of the armed
forees into his own hands. =

(In the following installment: The General Strike
and the Pemocratic' Phase of the.Revolution . . . The
People's Military Tacties . . . The Fall of the Dicta-
torship ., . The Revolution Continties . . . Dangers to
the Revolutionary Order . . . Future Perspectives.)
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production of proof unlikely, if not im-.

possible, the issue was made plain-enough

i . for anyone whe cares to read the record.

- To Schwartz, a professor of political

{Continued from page 1)

The statement issued by the AFL-C1O
Executive Council which calls for this
conference refers #o the “calamifous
business decilne,” and stotes that “we
are convinced this wasteful and needless
recession can be ended. America can and
must be put back to work."”

From these words, and from the lo-

eation and publicity already afforded
this conference in the labor press, it is

" ¢lear that it is intended as a powerful

and dramatic demonstration of the po-
litical solidarity and power of the labor
movement. In that respect it harks back
to the Washington conference which de-
cided to pull all labor representatives
out of Truman's war boards during the
Korean war,

CALAMITY?

But the relative mildness and “grad-
ualness,” so to speak, of the program
shows that the labor leaders themselves
do not yet-believe in the “calamitous” di-
mensions or potential of this recession:
1f every one of their proposals were
adopted, immediately and in full, it is
doubtful whether they would have an
appreciable effect on the economy for at
least several months. Even then, just
what their impact would be it is hard
to tell,

As o motter of fact, the program they

[propese could and probably would be the

legislative program of the labor move-
ment for this session of Congress evea
in the absence of any recession at ail
While l(aoside from the implications of ifs
military dection) It might be a good,
though modest enough, program for aa
America riding olong at the top of a
boom, it does not appear to be a pro-
gram likely to inflame the public imagi-
nation as the answer to o deepening re-
cession,

The real significance of the March
conference, however, will be determined
less by its formal program and the
plans made for it by the AFL-CIO lead-
ers last month than by the way the econ-
omy behaves hetween mnow and then.
Each week the recession continues to
deepen, each additional hundred thou-
sand of unemployed, each additional
drop in the business and production in-
dices, increase the political pressure
which the recession exerts on everyone,
including the labor movement.

It is irhpossible, of course, to tell just
how much the pressure will have built

- up by the middle of March, or just what

the political reaction to it will be. The
conference could be just another one of
those legislative pressure things, or it
could signal a significant change in the
political climate.

It will bear watching.

Un-American Rackef
Rides Old Trail Again

The House Committee on Un-American
Activities, and the Senate body which
has established jurisdiction in the same
field got their appropriations again this
vear without a fight, without an argu-
ment, and with only a couple of silent
dissenting votes.

Following this annual ritual, the
House Committee issued a report of its
last years' “work” if one can use that
term. Like the appropriation, the report
follows well-known, and well-worn lines.
The “red menace” is greater than ever

before, say these Congressmen who have-

spent hundreds of thousands of the
taxpayers' dollars in order to become in-
formed in these matters. And since they
have discovered absolutely nothing of
interest during this past year, let alone
anything of value, they have followed
the further rule of the public relations
man: stretch out the nothing you have
over a maxium number of news releases.
Thus the famous average man, who is
supposed to read nothing but the head-
liries, will pet the impressien that some-
thing really has been going on.

1 works to sell soap. Why shouldn't it
work to sell "un-Americanism,” the com-
modity on which these committees thrive?
Since there are not enough Congressmen
with enough guts fo reclly fight this seme-
less. expenditure of money, it would op-
p=ar that they are right,

Day after day during the past weeks
the Committee’s public relations men re-
leased their “reports” to the press. We
followed them in. the New York Times
with avid interest. One must assume
that in such matters reporters exerpt
the most startling, sensational material
from their press releases, If the material
printed in the Times represents the high-
lights of the, Committee’s findings for
1957, we shudder to think what the rest
of it must have been like.

INFILTRATION

“Red Infiltration of Industry Seen™
was the headlifie one day, Since it would
appear that there was nothing concrete
to report under this imposing headline,
the “report” appears to have beefed up
the record with such philosophical gems
as: “The degree of success which the
Communist party achieves has no direct
relationship to the zize of the party it-
self,” and claimes that the Committee’s
hearings had “highlighted the growing
use of the Communist technique of
colonization of industry.by small cadres
of highly trained, disciplined party mem-
bers,” That the “cadres” have been
small, there can be little doubt. How
highly trained and disciplined they have
been lately, one can only conjecture.
That the Committee had no real, fresh,
lively evidence te offer on the whole

the axisting socialist parties.
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matter, of that one ean be pretty sure.

By the end of the week, even the Times
got tired of this transpareat game. From
the first inside pages, the item had shifted
back to about pege 54, and had shrunk
o no more than three Inches of type.
“Red Danger Asserted,” reads the brave
headline, but it is in the smallest type
used by the Times for headlines. Under it,
the sub-head would seem to caoll for a
little more prominence, if aonyone be-
lieved i+ were true: "House Unit Says
Saboteurs Infillrate Communications.” It
appeors that the researches of the Com-
mittee's staff had turned up the startling
information that the American Commu-
nications Association has been certified
by the NLRB as collective bargaining
agent, and its workers "service key com-
munications lines of a number of wital
United States Government ogencies, in-
cluding the Department of Defense.”

The Un-American Activities Com-
mittee is one of LABOR ACTION'S regular
subseribers, and we have no desire to
unneeéessarily knock anyene who is so
unvaryingly prompt in re-subscribing
and paying for their subscription. But
hasn't it ever occuved to the congress-
men amnd the staff of this committee that
the time has been reachéd when this
bilking of the public treasury for the
purpose of raking. over the dying em-
bers of a political movement has be-
come obscene, as well as “un-American?"”

L ]

I. F. Stone’s Weekly (January -27)
draws our attention to the faect.that 61
prominent Chicagoans have signed a pe-
tition to Congress calling for the aboli-
tion of the House Un-American Activi-
ties Committee. The petition quotes at
length from the Supreme Court’s deci-
gsion in the Watkins case -in which the

- vagueness of the Committee’s mandate

and various abuses of civil liberties by
the Committee were castigated.

In an article accompanying the text
of the petition, Stone warns that the
move to ditch this committee may grow,
but that Congresaman Walter and others
are thinking of a slick way of keeping
in business for a while longer: changing
the name of the Committee, or abolishing
it only to set up a joint Senate-House
Committee,

Though it appears that the l:fe of
these outfits has been continued for
another year, evervone who really stands
for civil liberties should work to make
it their last omne.

The Schwariz Probe:
The Stink Will not Die

The stench rising from what will no
doubt go down in history as the
“Schwartz investigation” in Washington
is so powerful that the concerted forces
of government and a good portion of the
press seem unable to deodorize the pre-
ceedings.

After firing their chief investigator
for too great zeal in the conduct of the
investigation, the congressmen who head
the committee put him on the witness
stand to try and diseredit him. He was
forced to testify purely from memory,
and without aid of any documentation.
Nevertheless, he spread clearly on the
record the well-known fact that men of
power and money have ways which are
closed to the poor and powerless of
reaching the ears of public officials.

Sherman Adoms, “assistant president,'
hod @ nice, friendly, informal chat with
the head of the agency which regulates
airlines, on the suggestion of a friend
who hoppened also to have been re-
tained by an airline whese vital interssts
were then in the hands of the agency.
Did Adams influence the final decision?
Congressmen angrily demanded #$hat
Schwarfz present proof. While he mildly
pointed out that the ssbcommitfee’s ac-
tion in curtciling ond  publicizing  #his

phasa of the Ilmﬂqﬂiwhat made the

science, the idea that the rich and power-
ful have back-door access to the “inde-

pendent” regulatory agencies was con-,

trary to politieal theory and movality.
(All citizens are equal before the law).

To the members of Congress, it is one.

of the facts so ordinary, so assumed, so
“egsential” to the operation of povern-
ment in a ecapitalist society that the
idea that anyone could really gquestion
it was béyond them.

But what was all the outcry about the
“influence-peddlers” and the “G per-

centers" in the Truman Administratien,

much of it coming from congressmen?

Some of it was purely partisan in’

character. But added is always the ele-
ment of outrage against the crass, cash-
on-the-line operator who violates the pre-
seribed rules of social acceptability. I
is akin to the outery of a society which
consider marriage for wealth and posi-
tion a natural and acceptable part of
sexual morglity against the street-
walker or call-girl,

Democracy -

Ethical Practices Committee. Shall the
Iabor movement listen to complaints of
groups that have been victimized by
their own union officials? In all the tur-
moil, neither the Executive Council nor
the Ethical Practices Committe¢ has af-
forded such a recourse. And it is under-

standable. If rank and file Engineers and -

Pilots can appeal against their leaders,
why mnot Carpenters? Hed Carriers?
Steel Workers? Who knows who else. And
in the bureaucratic spirit that has pre-
vailed for so long in the American labor
movement, no one dares to offer such a
forum for demeeracy within labor.
Reuther and Meany can get their two-
thirds because the pistol of public opinion
and government infervention Is pointed
at the heads of some reluctont officials.
They have their majority on top. But the

Teamsters are still under the domination -

of old officials. The Englneers officialdom,
too, remains. And there are others.

To wipe out the racketeers, the spirit
of democracy must be stimulated and
aroused everywhere. For every Peter
Battalias who is beaten; for every Mad-

den and Liddy who is expelled there

must be an outery everywhere from de-
cent elements in the labor movement.
But for such a spirit of demoeracy,
there is no two-thirds majority on top.
And, until there is, our laber movement
has a long way to go. What must come is
a real crusade to destroy the racket
principalities root and branch. Right
now, that seems remote. It waits upon
a new wave of democracy in labor,

-+ e

FLASH!

As we go to press, the newspapers re-
port that the three highest officers of
the International Brotherhood of Car-
penters have been indicted on a charge
of conspiracy to bribe a state official in
Indiana in a land-profit deal.

Indicted are President Maurice A.
Hutcheson, Treasurer Frank M. Chap-
man, and O, William Blaier, vice presi-
dent, Involved are some $80,000 in pur-
chase and resale of nine lots along the
Tri-State Expressway in Gary and one
lot in Wayne County near Richmond.

The courts alone can determine wheth-
er Hutcheson and his collegues are guilty
of the legal charges. But does the AFL-
CIO have to wait till they have finally
acted before E&nking into the whole ques-
tion of this union’s officers’ actl‘ﬂtle:a in
this field?
~ Vs

- ‘.
YOU, DEAR READER
are in this too. The ISI, Fund

Drive needs your dollars, Send a
contribution in now, even a small -

one, if that’s all your poverty can
afford. Make checkx payable to
Albert Ga;tes
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