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The Issue for 1958: A Policy for Peace!

Ga:ther and Rockefeller Reports:
A Drift Toward Preventive War?

By SAM BOTTONE

The main issue before Congress as the second session of the 85th
Congress opens will be military and foreign policy. It will be disecussed
from one point of view: how to increase military spending. This will be
the substitute for any real thinking in Congress about a foreign policy
that can actually lead to an alternative to the arms race.

Political reputations will be created or enhanced by the degree to

which congressmen embody in
their speeches the proper sense of
urgency. Any one who does not pro-
pose a vast increase in the military
stands the risk of being dismissed
-as a person of no social vision.
While any congressman who demands a

vast multi-billien dallar program on mis-

giles; nuclear weapons as well as an ex-
panded conventional weapons arsenal
will be hailed as a statesman who under-
stands the urgency of the preesnt situa-
tion. He will be considered a man to be
reckoned with, and an intelligent student
of all facets of our national poliey.

The paonic in Waoshington, where any
backroom politician can rise to e status
of statesman and social thinker if he can
sheut long and loud enough about our weak
military posture, Is resulting in a first class
political disaster overseas. The world is
aghast at this spectacle, but this is being

. dismissed as merely the result of the foct

that the U.S. isn't as stropg in relation to
Russia @s it once was. Once this present
imbalance is righted, it is assumed, the
U. 5. will once agoin reassume its position
_as the unchallenged leader and spokesmon
of the free world.

This moed has been fired up by the

leaks about the contents of the Gaither
report. This repart, as yet_unpublished,
is said to be a comprehensive review of
military poliey. It was prepared by a
top-drawer eommittee pf corporation ex-
ecutives, scientists, military men in and
out of uniform and high officials in the
State and Defense Department under the
Eisenhower and Truman administrations.

SENSE OF URGENCY .

The main thing about the Report dis
that it sets the tone of a sense of urgency,
if not panic. Starting out as a review of
civil defense policy and whether $40 bil-
lion ought to be spent on building bomb
shelters, it rapidly expanded into a full-
fledped review of military policy. Its dom-
inant peint is that in a few years, given
the rate of advance of Russian industry
and science, the U. 8. can become a sec-
ond-class power. The way to avoid this is
to increase the military budget by about
28 billion a year by 1961 and to spend
.85 billion a year for the next 4 years for
bomb shelters.

The amazing thing about this still-unpub-
lished top secret report is that it is widely
accepted as an accurote and sober state-
ment of the problem ef the U. 5. in the age
of nuclear ‘weapons ond missiles.
been further bolstered up by the report
of the Rockefeller Fumd which came to

It hos’

similar conclusion, a not surprising thing
in view of the overlopping personnel in-
volved in preparing both of them,

These Reports are examples of ‘the
milifary mind at work. And there is no

‘need to be in uniform to qualify. Both

are said 4o have studied the full range of
thé problems that confront the American
people. But is there any indication that
anything other than military considera-
tions were brought into play? The basic
assumption is that the focal point of na-
tional policy is to concentrate all efforts
on taking steps to insure U.S. lead in
military strength. But is this the basis
for security? Is the only defense against
nuclear war to build bigger and better

{Continved on page &)

By GORDON HASKELL

- The Russian Political Offensive
And the American Reaction To It

The world picture is dominated, at the beginning of 1958, by the
skillful political offensive being waged by the Communist rulers of Rus-
sia. The circumstances of this offensive, and its degree of success, are
specially striking if one looks back and remembers that it is just a year
ago that Russian international prestige was at an all-time low as a result
of the Polish and Hungarian revolutions, The contrast is far more a

monument to the lost opportunities
and confused political thinking
widespread in the ecapitalist world
than it is to the undeniable intelli-
gence of the Kremlin rulers,

In the current campaign for negoti-
ations at the summit, the Russians seem
to be using a script long favored in Wash-
ington. That is, they are proposing to
negotiate from the strength of their
proved first place in the race for the
“ultimate” weapons, the Inter-Contin-
ental Ballistic Missiles with nuclear war-
heads. But. it is not this alone which
gives their current campaign its political
force, It is far more the fact that they
know how to exploit their position of
strength to maxium political advantage.

When the Americans were ahead in the

#
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Teamsters Out What Next For AFL-CI0?

By BEN HALL

Teamsters Union, Bakers Union and Laundry Workers Union with
a total a total membership near 1,600,000 stand expelled from the AFL-

CIO. What now?

When these three unions were ousted by the convention it was a
token of the long awaited defeat of the ultra-right wing in the labor
movement. It was the beginning, on a big scale, of the uprooting of
rackets from unions. But still, only a beginning.

For decades progressives de-
manded action like this; but in
vain. The ClO could build a new
union movement and keep it honest
hut in was powerless to clean out
the old AFL. At the AFL convention in
1940, President William Green ex-
claimed, “I challenge those who con-
demn the AFL to point out wiere there
is any racketeering.” In 1941, the con-
vention conceded that there might' be
“a few dishonest individuals” among
its 5 million members but pointed to
autonomy: “there is no power in the
officers and Executive Council of thes
AFL to exercise disciplinary authority
for any offense commitied by an officer
or memher of a4 national or internation-
al union.” Meanwhile, grafting was rife
in the building trades in Metropolitan
New York. By 1950, New York City
police had credited at least 20 murders
o fMBhts-among ILA gangs.

This combination of passivity and apolo-
getics behind which rockets took refuge
is shattered. Unity of AFL and ClO whose

moral power no one dared fo oppose was
a sign of what was ceming. And now,
unions with 10 per cent of the member-
ship of the unified lobor movement are
thrown out; it is o tragedy that so vast
a proportion of the membership lies out-
side; but it wos imperative to demon-
strate dramaticelly and clearly +that
there would be no compromise with graft.
ers or toleration of them. One-third of the
Bokers ore already back; they seceded
from Jomes Cross' union to form the new
American Bokery and Confectionery
Workers International Unien and are
chartered by the AFL-CIO. But there can
be ne illusion: there will be no gquick and
easy overturn of the old corrupt official-
doms and their replocement by new un-
ions or mew leaderships; certainly ne one
expects such a turn of events in the key
union of "all, the Teamsters. The fight
against corruption even with the backing
‘of the highest officials in the Federation
will be a long, hard and bitter one. Be-
sides, those whe are expelled have
{(Turs to last poge)

arms race {and they were ahead as long

as they had the monopoly on the A and H- -

bombs, plus the air bases from which #a
deliver them anywhere over Russian ter-
ritory), they showed little ability to ex-
ploit this position pelitically. True, they
‘were able to form the Morth Atlantic
Treafy  Organization and ofher  milifary
alifances in the affempt of contalnment.
But beyond vagoe mumblings cbouf "lib-
erotion” of the peoples subjugated by
Russia after World War |Il, they had
nothing to offer which could either be
utilized to induce a Russion withdrawal
from these territories, or to win mass
popular support to the American side as
a champien of peace and freedom.

A MODEL OFFENSIVE

But the current Russian political of-
fensive is a model of the use of diploma-
ey for political ends, even though a dead-
ly one. Having demonstrated their lead
in the arms race by the launching of their
sputniks, they do not go around the
world emphasizing their present or prox-
imate ability to wipe out Europe or the
United States at one blow. True, they
firmly point out to the peoples of the
world, in open letters to their govern-
ments, the danger they ineur if they
permit the United States to use their
territory as launching sites for missiles
in an all-out war. But they do not confine
themselves to this; it is not even at the
center of their campaign. What they
have proposed, in DBulganin's letters
which were sent out just prior to the
recent meeting of the heads of govern-
ments of the NATO powers, is: (a) a
standstill agreement on the present level
of armaments pending discussion of dis-
armament. (bh) A zone free of atomic
weapons in Central Europe. (¢) With-
drawal to their own borders of all troops
in Europe.

What i¢ wrong with these proposals?
On the face of them, each and every one
of them would tend to ease the arma-
ments race and to draw the potential
combatants farther apart. While they in
no way inhibit the United States from
continuing its efforts to produce its own
ICBMs, and thus from catching up in
the realm of this country’s pet notion of
the deterrent power of instant retalia-
tion, the erveation of a Central European
zone cleared of Russian and American
troops appears to create a far graver
political danger for Russia than it does
for the United States. After all, it is
not the presence of American troops in
Western Europe which keeps that area
in the NATO pact. But who is to say

(Turn to last page) .



£y

Page Two

AUTO WORKERS §

Anti-Union Attacks

Mount

As UAW Faces Negotiations

By JACK WILSON

Attacked on a variety of fronts, and
clearly on the defensive, the United
Autoworkers Union meets shortly here
in a trash convention with one decisive
question ‘looming before it: Can Walter
Reuther and the UAW come up with a
program of action which will turn the
tables on its enemies, and put the union
on the offensive as a preliminary te the
crucial 1958 negotiations this summer,

There are at least four major fronts
where the union is under fire, and hav-
ing rough going.

The impudence of the Senate Rackets
committee to intervene in two fields where
proper federal action has already decid-
ed the issues is one example. With an ar-
rogance of the late Senator McCarthy,
the Republican members of the McCleilan
committee sent to Detroit g hand-picked
imvestigator who checked into three phos-
es of the UAW's operations,

The investigation into the Kehler
strike  and the expenditure of union
money for strike benefit purposes came’
after the National %Eabor Relations

* Board had conducted extensive hearmp;s
+ §nto labor-nmanagement praetices; and its

trial examiner had ‘come up with a de-
cision - condemning the Kohler manage-
ment. In this fishing~ expedition, the
McClellan committee is obviously going
jrito the matter purely for pelitical puar-
poses calculated to serve the Republican
party, as many national publications
‘have pointed out.

WON COURT CASE

“The UAW won its court case agai'n_é'f-_

an indictment obtained by the Eigen-
hower administration that the UAW .was.
violating the corrupt practices Act with
its PAC-Education work on radio and
TV. Yet this is the second field. into
which the Republican committee mems
bers expect to wander. y

fn ‘many respects, the third phase of
#he announced hearings concerning the
UAW are the most incredible of all. It
javolves #he attempted assassination of
Walter Reuther in 1948 ond a fricl going
on in Detroit as a fantastic repercussion
of that tragic event.

At the moment the UAW is on trial in
a $4,000,000 libel suit brought against
it by Carl Renda, son-in-law of Santo
Perrone, a man whose dubious dealings
were the subject of illumination of the
Kefauver committee in 1951.

It may be recalled that a Canadian
small-timeé operator named Carl Renda
and three other individuals as the men
who tried to kill Walter Reuther. Later
this man, Donald Ritchie, fled from the
hands of the police, returned to Canada,
and repudiated his confession and state-
ment.

Asg a result, no indictment was obtained
against Renda, and the others, and all
charges were dropped. Since the UAW

“+was very instrumental in obtaining the
statement from Ritchie, in a veal cloak
and dagger sort of business, Renda is
suing the UAW for libel.,

MURDER-IN-REVERSE

The death of the late Prosecutor Ger-
ald O’Brien, who handled the case, and
then the recent drowning of Ralph Win-
stead, the chief UAW investigator, have
deprived the TAW of valuable defense
witnesses.

In many rvespeects, the trial is a sort
of murder-in-reverse hearing. The once
accused murderer is suing the accuser.

What is the McClellan committee doing
in this motter? Its special investigator an-
nounced in Detroit he wos checking to see
how union funds were used in this affair.
The attorney for Renda has been making
quife o play during the court trigl here
on the point that the UAW used money
investigating the shooting. while listing
the transaction in a secretive foshion. Ap-
parently, the Repubiicans hope to hang
their hats on that point.

Both the Renda suit and the MceClellan
hearings ave calculated to harrass the
UAW at a time when its major pre-
oceupation should be with the big nege-

tiations with General Motors, Ford and
Chrysler. The coincidence of these events
can hardly be called accidental.

Only Senator Pat McNamara of Mich-
igan, a union member himself, has had
the guts to blast the machinations within
the MeClellan committee. .

There is another phase to the hear-
ings on the Kohler strike which the anti-
UAW elements hope to exploit. By drag-
ging out the story of the strike now al-
most 4 years old, the hope of these re-
actionaries is that just a telling of the
strike duration will serve to frighten
UAW ranks over any prospect of strike
action this summer against one of the
Big Three. Predictions of a long strike
in auto are already a dime a dozen in
every big newspaper and magazine
from the Wall Street Jowrnal to Fortune
and Business Week.

A further assault on the UAW is the

steady increase in unemployment going -

on in most outo areas. Before fhe conven-
- tion takes place late this month, ot least
20 “per cent of all awtoworkers will” be-
laid off, in. most coses for the remainder of
the 1958 model. 1#'s just short of remark-
able how' little of the news of lay-offs in
the outo shops gets in the press; evem
though the Ciliristmas cut-backs did moke
it. They were so sensotional that they
simply couldn't be ignored. )

The closest that one gets to any offi-
¢lal figures. iz the public estimate of the
Michigan -~ Unemployment Commission
that, unemployment will increase to av-
erage over a guarter of a million by
summer. Already it is over 200,000. And
these: figurés aré conservative.

In the many shops, Cadillac, DeSoto,
Dodge, Chrysler, Ford and elsewhere
where each week more and more people
are being laid off, the managements are
taking full advantage of the situation
to squeeze union bargainers on work
conditions, and other gains of the un-
ion.

MOOD OF CRISIS

There i3 a wery understandable
mood of an impending crisis in. many
sections of the AW leadership because
of the piling up of these events. For so
many years the overwhelming bulk of
the leadership and the 5anks have looked
to Walter ' Reuther to provide answers.

Many industry spokesmen, as indi-
cated by their interviews to press and
magazine representatives, have conclud-
ed that this over-ill picture furnishes a
perfect time for them to take on the
UAW and cut it down to size.

They have forgotten the history of the

~UAW and its strike struggles. Industry
leaders are deceiving themselves into be-
lieving that the vast amount of criticism
they hear in the sheps "against the union,”
is anti-union. Quite the contrary, in mest
cases it is a criticism from the left. The
ranks are sore becouse the union is not
doing more fighting, wore winning.

Reuther has one supreme advantage
which he obviously hasn't used. Sum-
mon the ranks in a genuine struggle as
he did in the 1946 General Motors strike.
Such a program, with an aggressive
leadership carrying the ball, would quick-
ly turn the tables on the Big Three,
and send them reeling in retreat,
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-1957 Strike Record
Af Post-War Low

Fewer workers went on strike in 1957
than in any year since the end of the
war: 1,400,000 were involved in strikes
compared to 1,900,000 in 1956 and 4,600,-
000 in 1946 the year of the big strike
wave. Three-per cent of the total number
employed in non-agricultural industries
went on strike, involving only one-tenth
of one per cent of total estimated work-
ing time, This is a post war low. But
these facts are not accompanied by the
usual predictions of a new era of labor-
management harmony. Negotiations for
1958 are yet to come.

Ominous Note

The old vear ended on an ominous note
when the IUE faced decertification of its
local at the Hertner Electrie Company
at Strongsville, Ohio near Cleveland, On
July 11, last year ‘135 members struck
and the company hired strike-breakers
to add to 32 former union members who
went back to work. Now the company
has petitioned- for an election. Under the
Taft-Hartley- law; only scabs and strike-
breakers ean vote; the outcome is a fore-
gone conclusiom By a similar: process;
the United Rubber Workers was: recent-
ly decertified at the O'Sullivan Rubber
Co in Winchester; Va; the UAW at the
Park Drop Forge Co; and the URE at the
Fawick Adrfles.Co,.

No Pay Freeze for '58
At the *AFL-CIO convention, all talk
of a pay freeze was instantly and hotly
repudiated. Richard Gray, president of
the Building and: Construetion Trades
Council suggested a one-year wage freeze
as a device to combat inflation but he was
castigated roundly by everyone,
..
False Profit Picture =~
Late in December;, George Meany
charged that a report by the Department

of Commerce had created “a false im-.

pression of corporate -profits.”. He- con-
tended that the Department-used statisti-
cal methods that understated- profits- by
three to four billion. dollars, and failed
to take into account”a new method —of
fipuring depreciation. It was: ansther
round in the war of words in prepara-
tion for 1958 bargaining. The National
Association of Manufacturers, through
its executive vice-president, George Sligh
Jr. replied that Meany was “deliberately
trying to mislead public opinion.” Not a
very felicitous opening for harmonious
relations.

Wages vs. Recession

In August, the UAW publicly insisted
that auto prices be reduced, contending
that profits were so high that prices
could go down and still leave plenty of
room for more pay. The Big Three indig-
nantly rejected union “interference” in
their right to set prices and soon an-
nounced increases for 1958, By June of
this year, union contracts with Chrysler,
General Motors and Ford will have ex-
pired. The union insists on combatting
depression by increasing purchasing pow-
er. Harlow Curtice, president of GM,
however predicts imminent economic ca-

tastrophe if union demands are granted..

The UAW replied: “Mr. Curtice
should know by this time that what
Americans need most is not confidence.
Their greatest need is for purchasing
power—for money in their hands, so
that they can buy the things they and
their families need. So long as Ameri-
ca's piant corporations, including most
particularly the-Gemeral Motors Corpor-
ation, continue to increase-their ‘prices
to higher levels, confidence will contin-
ue to decrease, thousands more workers
will be left without. jobs, productiore will
shrink and the ‘short-term’ uncertain-
ties which Mr. Cuortice blithely refers to
will become long-term realities:” ©On
January 22-24, 3,000 TAW delegates
will meet in Deiroit for = special con-
vention to map out specific demands and
pass resolutions on wages, on hours and
on prices’

Aircraft Contfracts

Aireraft contracts toa expire this year.
Most of the industry’s 800,000 workers
are represented by the UAW. and the
International Association of Machinists.
In March, s UAW contract with North

American and an_ IAM:. contract -with .

Lockheed expire. The UAW. and IAM
have agreed to ecoordinate bargaining
and to present uniform demands. On
Jan. 4, representatives of UAW and
IAM locals on the West Coast will meet
together at a joint conference.

Other N e.gofiufiol;s.

Contracts come up for review in other
industries too: farm implements, glass;
maritime and perhaps coal.

Declining production. and _ spreading
unemployment will make many unions
reluctant to go on strike but, by the
same token, the employers will be en-
couraged to rvesist granting the union
demands and to force them to a show
of strength.

“Only” 1,400,000 were on strike iTl-l
1957. It was a relatively quiet year. Buf
a lot hias been left over for 1958.

ACLU Fighting Worthy Passport Case

The State Department's assumption
of authority to restriet the travel of
Americans to certain areas abroad
again has been labeled unconstitutional.

In a fest case of major importance, the
American Civil Liberfies Union asserted
that possports could properly be withheld
only if the United Stotes were at war
with a natien, on ample evidence of a
"clear and present danger to our demo-
cratic survivol,” or the person was a fu-
gitive from justice.

The Union's views were set forth in a
brief submitted to the State Depart-
ment's Board of Passport Appeals in
behalf of William Worthy, Jr., a staff
.member of the Baltimore Afro-Ameri-
eas, Worthy's application for renewal
of his passport was denied after he re-
turned from a trip overseas, during
which he visited Hungary and Commu-
nist China. The Department stamps
passports “not valid” for travel to those
areas.

Even before William M. Kuntzler,
ACLU cooperating attorney, filed the
brief, the Union warned that it would
carry Worthy's case to Federal courts in

event of an adverse judgment. The State
Department’s passport appeals board is
the last administrative agency available
to applicants who fight denial of pass-
ports.

"There can be no doubt that the State
Department could not limit freedom of
speech on the ground thot it might be det-
rimental to some aspect of our foreign
policy,"” Kuntzler's brief commentfed in dis-
cussing existing regqulations under which
travel to certain Communist blec nations
is prohibited as not being in the best in-
terests of the United States.

“With due rvegard to the weighliness
of the right of travel and its involve-
ment with First Amendment freedoms,
such a restriction on travel ought like-
wise to fall. The fact that travel abroad
might inconvenience our organs of gov-
ernment in the discharge of their respon-
sibility is one part of the price we pay
for democratic freedoms. It is difficult
to helieve that denials of passports to
individuals not accused of subversion
can constitute a proper instrument of
foreign poliey.”

ACLU Feature Press Sermice

-
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Review of the

Civil Rights

N
Dl

Struggle in the U.S., 1957  7wo Supreme Court Wiretap Decisions

b

The following wress velease was is-
sued by Roy Wilkins, executive secretary
of the National Association for the Ad-
wancement of Colored People as a year-
end summary of the highlights of the
struggle for civil rights. We belive it
will be found wzeful and-informotive. by
yeaders of Labor Action. ED.

- ¥

Three major developments on the race
relations front in 19567 were of such sig-
nificance as to overshadow all other
events of the wyear in the continuing
struggle to eliminate racial discrimina-
tion and segregation. They were (1) the
enactment of the Civil Rights law, the
first such statute to be passed by Con-
gress in B2 years; (2) the use of United
States troops to sustain a federal court
decree ordering the admission of nine
Negro children to the previously all-
white Central High School of Little
Rock, Ark.; and (3) the enactment of a
New York City ordinance banning racial
and religiofs discrimination in private
housing, the first measure of that kind
ever enacted into law in any American
community.

CIVIL RIGHTS

There were, of course, other happen-
ings during the year which had impor-
tant bearings on the course of race re-
lations throughout the country. Some of
these were positive, contributing to the
realization of the American goal of equal
opportunity ; others were negative, feed-
ing the flames of racial strife,

However, the advances made in 1957
were encouraging. The Civil Rights Act
empowered the federal goverament #o
intervens to protect the right to vote and
set up machinery for the execution of this
power. In addifion, the low established a

bisportisan '’ “Clvil -+ Rights I:uq'mhsl&ll
chcrgcd with the responsibility of inves-
tigating violotions of the right to vote
ond of other civil rights.

When he_sent troops inte Little Rock
to uphold a federal court order, Presi-
dent Eisenhower served notice that the
Executive Branch of the government is
prepared to sustain the federal judiciavy
in its desegregation orders. This was the
administration’s reply to the southern
doctrine of interposition which, if ae-
ceded to, would have meant anarchy.
While the need for such action was wide-
ly.regretted, there was general redogni-
tion that the President had been goaded
into taking the only stand he could by
the intransigence of Gov. Orval Faubus
of Arkan8as. The Governor had placed
troops of the Arkansas National Guard
at Central High School to keep the Negro
students out in defiance of the c¢ourt
order.

Housing has long been the most press-
ing problem confronting Negro citizens
in urban’ centers. The limitation on the
Negro's living space has sometimes been
more severe in the North than in the
South. This denial of freedom of resi-
dence has fostered de faelo segregation
in public schools and in other public fa-
¢ilities, even in states in which suech
seprecation is legally banned. Aeccord-
ingly, the New York City ordinance

cainst diserimination in private housing
is a measure of vital importance to every
commmunity in which a lavege number of
Negroes reside. '

Eavlier legislation in New York and
elsewhere had outlawed diseripiination
in publicly-aided housing. This has been
helpful but it left the owners of the vast
majority of dwellings free to refuse to
sell or to rent to persons because of
their race, religion or national origin
The new law in New York City was de-
signad to meet this problem.

PEACE PILGRIMAGE

Other Important developments on the
positive side include the successful Prayer
Pilgrimage which brought some 27,000
persons to Washington on May 17 in a
demonsfration of unity on behalf of civil
rights; the continuing desegregation of the
schocls which added another 50,000 to the
300,000 Megro school children who were

already attending classes in desegregated
school systems; the mass refusal of Negro
citizens in Tuskegee, Alabama, te pur-
chase consumer goods of lecal merchants
after city officials had redrawn the city
lines to exclude all but ten of the city's
400 registered Negro voters.

Likewise-of great significance was the
declaration by T4 Protestant clergymen
in Atlanta calling for compliance with
the law, preservation of the public
sehools, freedom of speech -and the re-
opening of communication between the
races,

‘This - action by the city’s leading
clergymen indicated the re-emergence of
the long silent voice of moderation in the
South. On the political front a similar
expression of moderation may be found
in the municipal election in Little Rock
on Nov. 8. In that election only one of
seven pro - segregation candidates was
elected to the city’s new Board of Diree-
tors although the maintenance of seg-
regation was made the No. 1 issue in
the ecampaign: Six “moderates” weve
elected, %

On the debit side, persecution of the
NAACP as an organization was contin-
uved through the passage of new laws in
Arkansag. and Texas to force it to dis-
close the mames and addresses of its
members. However, the Texas law-passed
by only one vote and early in the year
the legisldtures of both Florida and
North Carolina refused to pass such
laws. "~

Also on the debit side, certain South-
ern states, notably Georgia, Mississippi
and Alabama have announced their in-
tention to adopt more restrictive tests
for prdspective voters so as to circum-
vent the new Civil Rights law and pre-
vent the registration of Negro citizens.
In contrast, Negro eitizens appear to be
experiencing no more than-the usual dif-
ficulties in the South. Carclina statewide

re-registration ¢ampaign now in progress.-

TENSION

A state of tensiom is kept in being
throughout the Deep South states by con-
tinuing pronouncements by important po-
litical and piblic persontges ecounseling
defiance of the: Federol judiciary, the
White House, and all dissenters from the
segregation doctrine. Threats and vioclence
are thus encouraged, with both whites and
Negroes ot targets. A bomb was explgded
at'-the home of a white South Carclina
woman of an old ond respected family
simply because she wrote an article mild-
ly advocating a moderate approach to
the issue.

Despite these and other manifestations
of resistance, the new year is certain to
see more changes in the old order. The
hard core will probably remain for some
time, but both its area and influence are
being reduced. The inescapable fact is
that the New South will never be able
to realize its potential if nine millions of
its citizens are held in segregated second-

-class-citizénship. The other inescapable

fact is that at this stage in world history
the United States cannot afford to per-
petuate secvond-class citizenship based
upon color,

Labor Action FORU M
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MAX SHACHTMAN
National Chairman, ISL
AMERICAN SOCIALISM
RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT
Two Sessions

PART 1
Friday, Jan. 17

PART I
Fridav, Jan. 24

8:30 pom. at L. A, Hall, 114 Wes! 14 Street, N.Y.C.
{ Please note that from now on Labor
Actiop Forum will be on Friday in-
stead of Thursday evening,)

Two recent U. 8. Supreme ‘Court- de-
cisions on wire tapping are expected to
have far-reaching effects on current and
future cases.

In an unanimous ruling, the high tri-
bunal held that New York State law en-
forcement officers violated Federal law
by tapping a telephone, even though the
action was authorized by state law, and
such wire tap evidence was not admissi-
ble in the federal courts.

It said there could be no exceptions to
the plain language of Section 605 of the
Federal Communication Act of 1934,
which states:

“No person not being authorized by
the sender shall intercept any communi-
cation and divulge or publish the exis-
tence, contents, substance, purport, ef-
fect or meaning of such intercepted
communication.”

In a second ruling, delivered the same
day, the Supreme Court azserted that a
policeman listening to a "conversation
on an extension telephone—at the re-
quest of the person called—did not in-
tercept within the meaning of the Fed-
eral law. Dissenters in the 7-2_decision
held that the only exception, as stated
in the Communication Act, was an inter-
ception “authorized by the sender.”

The first decision may affect. several
]:endmg- cases, mc](tdmg a per;ur_v in-

“dictment - against James R. Hoffa: presis

dent-elect of the International Brother-
hood of Teamsters, and an income tax
evasion conviction against Frank Cos-
tello.

However, Federal Judge John F. I.
MeGohey refused to set aside the’ mn-
viction, which had been challenged- on
the basis of wire taps of the gambler’s
phone by the New York District At-
torney’s office. Judge McGohey ruled that ~
there was sufficient non-wire tap evi-
derice to sustain the conviction. Coss
tello’s lawyers plan an appeal, F

In leng range, the decision could- deer
the practice of topping wires for evidence
to use in state courts, for it declared that
such actien by state officials vielates the
Federal statute, even though ‘the etﬂnn
may be sanctioned by state Taw. :

“Section B05 contains an express, ah-
solute prohibition against - the . .divul=
gence of wire tapping,”. said.the runani-
tn;ou; dect:ls:c-n “Had Congress-dintended ~

allow the states to make .excepsion:
Section 605, it would have sa:deg; A .tc:‘
We find that Congress, sefting out a
prehibition in plain terms, did natmeanl
to allow state legislation whichwould
contradict that section and that policy.”
Previously, the Supreme Court. had .imH
that state courts could adopt- theix.ofm,

regulations governing admissian: lt*l!lfg
dence obtained illegally,

Groups May Use N'Y Schools Freely -

In a decizsion expected___t.q._hav.e far-
reaching effects, the Appellate Division
has held that the Yonkers Committee
for Peace should be permitted to hold a
meeting in a public school building. The
eourt’s ruling will aid organizations in
Néw Yoik Staté who w]sh to use public
school facilities.

The case, which dates back t.o 1952,
was brought to the courts by the New
York Civil Liberties Union, t.hrough its
counsel, Emanuel Redfield.” : bt

Justice Sydney F, Fostey, in the 4 to 1
decision, which reversed an earlier rul-
ing of the State Supreme Court, : held
that “it was plain common sense” that
if school authorities opened the.schools
to the_ puplic they must treat all similar
organizations alike, unless there was
“fair proof” of disorder and damage
possibly resulting. o f

In his opinion, Justice Foster held that-
the Yonkers Board of Education had re-

jected the Yonkers Commitiee's reques
for use of a school because James E. ll“l,
the Commitiee president, had pluqﬁ ed-
vertisements in Communis# ptrlndlctls
taining to his linoleum business. The' s¢ uo?‘
bodrd, he said, is "not o censor’ and’ nd its
duty "as far as school buildings' avé con=
cerned is merely fo reguiate ndfw
them."

In a dissenting opinion, Justice Frnn—,
cig Bergan wrote that school bodrds dre
“entitled to impose limitations -of their:
use for non-educational purposes”” ~

Commenting on the decision; NYGLLZT
executive director George E. Rundquist
stated that it “will serve as 4. .
in cases where a board of m‘
arbitrarily “denies a permit ta a grbﬂp
because it does not agree with the1r,1dea3,

and will no longer be able to diserimi-

nate against groups merely hecause I:hey
are unpopular in the community®

ACLU Weekly Bulletin’

Army Promulgates Own ‘Subversive ltst'

7

The following avtiele is rveprinted in
its entirety from the San Frencisco
Chronicle, Jan. 1. It appears that a full
court festing of this drmy policy is in
the offing. The results of this test are of
great importance to youth drafied wnd
then foreibly envolled in the reserves for
yenrs afterword. Thelr pelitical vights
will be circumseribed to whatever eu-
tent the Army is suceessful in laying
down its oun stondards for curtailment
of political activities by veservists.

Y r
Ly

The Army asserted vesterday that re-
servists, both active and inactive, are
subject to its securvity program.

It also announced that membership in
organizations not on the Attorney Gen-
eral’s subversive list can constitute mem-
bership in a subversive organization.

The policy positions were made clear
in statements to The Chronicle by a
Pentagon spokesman in Washington.

They followed inquiries about three
Chinese-American soldiers who had com-
pleted their active service but were be-
ing prosecuted for membership in an or-
ganization the Army considers subver-
sive—even though it is not on the At-
torney general’s list.

The charges against the men were

"\ "based on membership in the San Fran-

ciseo  Chinese - American Demoeratie
Youth League—since 1854 the 'Gh],nese
-American Youth Club.

The Army claims the mgamzat.mn is
political and ‘supports and serves’ Com-
munist China.

‘This leaves the door wide open,’ com-
mented Ernest Besig, local American:
Civil Liberties Union director. ‘The Sec-
retary of the Army can decide the Cham-"
ber of Commetrce is Communist domi-
nated and call a man a security risk for_-
helonging.'

Besig is defending the three men, one
of whom has already had a hearing. The
second hearing is scheduled at the Presi-
dio January 8. No date has been:-set for.
the third.

After the first hearing the accused
soldier was given an honorable -dis-
charge, but he was called a security:

risk. This means, the Army said, that he '

can't get zecurity clearance to work om
classified projects.

At the first hearing a witness claimed:

the Youth Clubrwas soecial and athletie.

-!

-
T et

Money for its support came from dues

of 50 cents a month and contributiofis by
merchants, the witness said.

Besig complained that neither he nor’

the accused soldiers were allowed to see
documents on which the Army based its
charges.”

-
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cars
and the

economy

~ Gloomy Picture at Year’s End

By JACK WILSON .
=% Detroit
The auto industry served notice
on its workers, and the nation as a

. whole at Christmas time that the

‘.. 1958 economic outlook for this see-

“tor of the economy would at best
only go down to the level of the
1954 recession. More probably, the
situation would be worse.

Creeping unemployment, short
work weeks, and very unecertain
production schedules for the first
quarter of 1958 faced the vast mapority
of workers in the body, parts and acces-
sory plants.

WARD'S REPORTS
+ ivEven Ward’s Automotive reports con-

ceded on Dec. 21 that, “the first real
 gigns ‘of output softening are beginning
‘¢ to appear in the auto far:bari.es,_” as it
projected an 8.6 per cent drop in sales
of domestic built cars for 1958.

‘More than 70,000 outoworkers ware
given notice of lay-offs over the holiday
_“. season ‘in time. of course, to dampen all

Christmas and New Year spirits. This was

admitted to- be a. harbinger of the next
~period in the auto industry.

¢ Unlike other vears, including the re-

\gessions of 1954 and 1948, there are no

optimists in the auto industry. Even L.

L. Colbert, president of Chrysler, who

vhas always issued more glowing reports

+Han other manufacturers, said last week
that he was revising his figures down-
--ward for the projected 6,000,000 car

' igales he estimated.

From top to bottom, the auto industry

. .has been shocked by the failure of the

1958 ‘models to sell any where near the
".. plans of the manufacturers. Usually the
. first three months of a model signify
high production schedules, overtime for
“the workers, and handsome profit for the
dealers, Now terms like “the collapse of
the market,” arve found in increasing use
. Jn industry circles.

It began, really, with the unbelievable
fiop-of the medium priced Edsel, into which
the Ford meter car company had sunk o
quorter of a billion dollors. i hos been
selling ot one tenth the rote ot which Ford
officials expected.

Other medium priced cars found the

. same sales resistance, and quickly cut
baek production schedules. Only the
highest priced cars, and Ford, Chevrolet
and. Plymouth made almost normal sales.
In the case of Ford and Chevrolet, every
trick in the book is being employed to
jaek ,up sales records in an effort to

capture. the mythical number one spot,

for the year. But new car inventories
climbed so swiftly in the past month that
Chevrolet and Ford were forced to slow
down their mad race. More than 510,000
cars are in dealers hands, including 90,
000 unsold 1957's.

-For the first time in post-war history
there is. unanimous agreement in all
auto eircles that the coming year would

- e

Russian Example?

“The noted Soviet scientist, Peter Ka-

pitza, who is considered by American

. physicists ‘to be the world’s leading au-
thority on hydrogen, had refused to work
on the hydrogen bomb project in the So-
-viet. The noted scientist’s rebellion came
at the very time both the U. S. and Rus-
sia were first beginning their efforts to
build the hydrogen bomb. For his refusal
“to cooperate, Stalin held Kapitza under
house arrest,

“British newspaper men recently con-
firmed from London by long-distance tele-
phone conversation with Kapitza that he
has still refused to do any work on mili-
tary atomic projects and was being per-

_ mitted by the Soviets to work only on
peace-time developments of atomic ener-

gy.”

Between the Lines, May 15, 1957

B0 cents
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not signify a step forward, but rather a
decline. The concensus of opinion is that
domestic car sales will maybe reach 5,
300,000; a figure that resembles the 1951
picture. Truck sales are expected o
reach 1,000,000 and the small foreign
cars take another 300,000 customers.

Translated in terms of labor force, for
1958 on average of 550,000 workers may
expect employment. In 1951, before aute-
mation, it took an average of 707,900
workers to produce that mony cers and
trucks.

UNEMPLOYMENT

Unemployment has become increasing-
ly a permanent feature of the auto pie-
ture. In 1956 employment averaged about
633,000 and in 1957 slightly less. These
figures give only part of the story, for
in many cases the companies go back to
a four day week rather than layoff and
pay out supplementary unemployment
benefits.

There is another difference between
the aute outlook now and in recent soft
periods. In the past, other spurts like
housing, capital goods expenditures, or
extensive credit served to pace the econ-
omy and lift the auto industry out of its
doldrums. But car credit is now a fantas-
tie 16 billion dollars, which is three times
higher than.in 1951. Car prices likewise
have reached impossible levels. Nor does
any economist see anything less than a
mild recession for the country as a whele
for at least the first half of 1858. No one
claims any longer that the auto industry
is the bellwether of the economy, or that

‘it ean change the nation-wide trend,

Quite the contrary. Recently the auto
industry admitted itz famous dictum,
“come spring and everything will be all
right,”" was an‘illusion. :

Interestingly, only one car manufact-
urer expects a good year. Punchdrunk,
almost collapsing, and losing money year
after year, American DMotors 18 now
back in business, with its small Rambler
—the only American answer to the _at-
tractive European small car import—in-
creasing production schedules. It may
se]l 150,000 cars in 1958—a real increase.

If this economic picture holds steady for
1958, it is obvious that the UAW's con-
fract cenvention #o be held in Detroit
later this month will face a difficult prob-
lem. Unemployment may censume far more
of its time than had been anticipated when
this gathering was first planned. As to the
program #o build o 100 million dellar
strike fund #o back up negotiations this
summer, it is meeting even more than the
usual resistance by workers many of whom
are now on a four-day week.

UAW DILEMMA

The UAW's dilemma is painfully clear
to evervone in the present situation.
Prior to this conference, the union has
proclaimed some pretty high goals for
its 1958 nepotiations. As the leader of
the workers in mass-production indus-
tries, it is looked to to set the pattern for
all. If it retreats from its major goals,
the whole labor movement will be af-
fected. But to stick to them in the-con-
text of a really bad year for the auto in-
dustry could mean a knock-down-drag-
out fight under unfavorable conditions

Is the UAW really prepared to meet
this situation? That iz what the January
conference should show. And there can
be little doubt of the oufeome if the
conference is prepared and .organized
not so much as an oceasion to carry out
the strike-fund plan, but rather as one
step in the preparation and education of
the membership to the real problems of
the hard struggle ahead.
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Guns, Butter and the Scientist ‘Shortage’

By OSCAR FINE

A great deal has been written in recent
months about the crisis in the U. 8. “de-
fense effort. While oceasionally someone
says something intelligent, the mountain-
ous aceumulation of nonsense far outbai-
ances it, When a deep thinker starts look-
ing around for a fundamental cause, the
strangest things ean torn up. Let us first
take up an idea that runs throuzh the
musings of a very large number of ex-
perts. Side by side with second thoughts
about the luxury of democratic fresdoms
in a time of supreme crisis, these gentle-
men have been pointing to our “consum-
erism” as the real source of weakness, the
soft spot that will have to go if we are to
catch up with the Russians.

This peculiar phrase is meant to focus
attention on the lack of consumer goods
in” Russia. Certainly it is true that the
bureaucracy there has built up a-massive
heavy industrial machine at the expense
of the people. But this presupposes the
notion that the production of consumer
goods in the U. 8, flows from zome hu-
mane orientation in our economy. Often
democracy is seen as the cause of this
consumerism. The people who think this
way implicitly accept the identification of
democracy with “our free economy,” the
“democratic way of life” being identical
with “free enterprise.” The people are
called upon to tighten their belts and pre-
pare themselves for a supreme effort by
this verbiage. But that is mostly “crisis"

talk, For in fact, there is no necessary

conflict between a bigeer budget and con-
tinued “consumerism.” The liberals
(Keynesians all) have been quick to point
this out, the ADA leaping forward with
a proposal for a doubled arms budget and
a decrease in taxes.

LITTLE CONFLICT

The main reason that there Is litte con-
flict between guns and butter can be found
in the pattern of modern weapons spend-
ing. At ome time the bulk of weapons
monies went into maoss production of
standard items. Today the bulk of it goes
into experimental production of a few very

expensive weapons, which is very evident .
in the missiles field. Thousands, of -highly.

skilled workers and immense technological
facilities are necessary. bot ‘the break-
through inte final models and mass produc-
tion is still a long way off. Only some of
these experimental production programs
will pay off, and many will become abse-
lescent before they even achieve the
breakthrough.

The aireraft industry has already
layed off some 40,000 workers since last
summer and estimates ran as high as
400,000 who will be out of jobs when the
coming “shakeout is over, This euphe-
mistic term refers to the Air Corps’
shelving of its Strategic Air Force which
was the base of all mass preduction, and
the abandonment of the guided missile
program (the Navaho at North Ameri-
ean, the Ramjet at Curtis Wright, ete.)
which these companies had hoped would
replace the old mass production base in
the future. The new armaments pro-
grams will eat up enormous sums and
provide many jobs in time, hut they don't
use up large guantities of steel and other
materiale now, Civilian goods will not be-
come scarce in Lhe next period; the lib-
eral economists expect an expanded econ-
omy alongside an expanded arms budget.

HOW ARE THEY USED?

Since every deep thinker has ealled for
more scientists and engineers for re-
sedrch, it is worthwhile taking a look at
how American industry uses them today.
If a company has a large seientific staff
and facilities, it stands a better chance
of securing government contracts. But
when a program is abandoned, it is the
company’and not the government that is
left with a huge payroll. Hence the engi-
neer, to avoid pounding the pavements
following such events is usually on the
lookout for a civilian job. In some indus-

tries these are hard to find, but there
are many more jobs outside of arms than
in it

"Qur dificulty today is not the absolute
shartage of scientists and engineers as so
many believe. Recent news items have even
told of scientists and engineers now look-
ing vainly for jobs. If we had equalled the
Soviet Union this year by graduating
80,000—rather than 31,000—engineers, we
would prebably have a problem of what to
de with more than half of them." '

EMPLOYMENT PATTERN

C. Wright Mills gives the current em-
ployment pattern in The Power Elite:

“Although there are perhaps 600,000
engineers and scientists in the [nited

' States, only some 125,000 of them are
. active in research, and of fhese perhaps

75,000 are researching for industry in its
pursuit of mew commercial products, and
another 40,000 are in developmental en-
gineering, There are only 10,000 scien-
tists engaged in fundamental research in
all branches, and informed opinion has it
that the top rate creators number no
more than one or two thousand.”

Just before the Korean war, when
spending was still fairly high, the gov-
ernment advised young men to stay out
of engineering. A raft of articles and
editorials appeared decrying the too large
enrollments in engineering courses since
the economy had no room for all of them.

But even when things are rolling
smoothly, industry does not use the engzi-
neers only in research and production.
William H. Whyte, Jr. in The Organiza-
tion Man, writes:

"Let's go back to the 'shortage’ of engi-
neers. Companies have been downright fre-
netic in their search for engineers; look at
the business poges of the newspapers and
the ads promise everything bat the sun $o
the enginecring groduate. But what do
they do when they get him? Many compas
nies don't use the groduates as engineers
but as draftsmen. Other companies demand
them for every opening in their trainee
cadre [for managerial shots—0O. F.], and
since it wants the best to-be executives, it
puts them %o work studying the non-engi-
neering view of things they didn’t get be-
cause the company wanted them to be
engineers.”

LOW SALARIES

It is also interesting to note that while
the frenetic hunt offered the sun to the
graduates, the ceilings on salaries for
actnal technical work did not rise appre-
ciably, and most five, ten and fifteen year’
men stayed more or less on the same step.
The road to success remains that of get-’
ting out of “narrow™ technical work, and
entering the “broad-gauged” areas of
management, ie, into the profitmaking
end of the business, and out of the role
of a (quite skilled to be sure) worker.

Thus we must eonclude that there is no
shortage of scientists in the TI. 8., but
rather a limited need for them in the
economy. The "shortage" only appears
when the size of our graduating classes is
compared with the Russian, How the
Russians use them is another matter we
eanrot «o into here, but it is evident that
we don’t have a place for them.
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Student Govt. .

In Student Government polities, the
more liberal of the two caucuses, the
Student Representative Party (SRP)
won a strong majority over the Inde-
pendent Student League (ISL) after
having been soundly defeated in last
wvears election. SRP ran a well-publicized
and enthusiastic campaign, while ISL
seemed weak and notably uninspired.
This victory for SRF is a good sign, but
student government is at an all-time low
here in the eyes of both students and
administration and it will be hard to
accomplish much in one short term, es-
pecially with SRP’s limited personnel,

The U of € campus chapter of the
MAACP which was reorganized in the
middle of last year, made & strong and
well publicized beginning on campus this
fall when it published an open letter ques-

tioning the university odministration on

alleged discriminatory practices In some
paris of the unlversity community. The
controversy in the Chicqgo Maroon last-
ed for several weeks although the admin-
istration did not reply to the letter. The
NAACFP has now started its own formal
investigation of the charges and hopes to
resolve or clarify most of these problems
by the end of this school year.

While nothing “startling” in the way
of increased interest in politics can be
seen on this campus, there are definite
signs of more activity on the part of
radical groups, and a much more open
interest onm the part of students in these
groups. One: sign of a certain renewal of
political -interest is that all the groups
have .found .it -easier to.eel literature.

The - Polities Club rapidly sold out its.

supply of Dissent., Anvil sales were far

Campus Political Life Shows
Signs of Significant Revival

above those of last year. Politics at the 0“ the IUSY con gress

U of C, as elsewhere, are on the up-
swing,
L

Politics Club

A very successful fall quarter at the
University of Chiecago has been con-
claded by the Polities Club, a groap of
socialists, pacifists and left liberals in
which the YSL participates. This group’s
publiec forums and smaller discussion
meetings have provided the main source
for political discusston on campus this
fall.

William Worthy's lecture ond film on
China packed 200 people. into the Social
Science hall, and a sympasium on Djilas’
book, The New Class with Irving Howe
#rom Dissent, David Herreshoff of the
American Socialist, and Meortan Kaplan
fraom the U of C's Political Science De-
partment atirécted an audience of about
175,

The smaller discussions, on such sub-
jects as—"what’s wrong with things the
way they are,” “"How much Nationaliza-
tion,” and “the cold war,” were well at-
tended and lively. The club found that,
as the only broad radical-liberal group
on eampus, it filled a real need, and it
now has 30 dues paying members,

A disecussion with Norman Thomas
‘and Max Shachtman, and a talk by 1. F.
Stonie are planned as highlights of the
club’s program in the winter quarter.

Several smaller socialist groups fune-
tioned on campus this fall too. The So-
cialist Studies group, set up by sympa-
thizers ‘of the American Socidlist held
séveral discussions, and the YSL and

YPSL both had classes off-campus, Even
lthg‘Yuun_g'_De_mpcrats held one meeting!

Mid-West NSA Meeting Flops

The fall conference of the Illinois:
Wiseonsin region of the Natiomal Stu-
dent Association (NSA), held at the
University of Wisconsin on December
7-8-9, adequately illustrated the ills of
NBA nationally as it plowed its way
through sessions relatively barren of
enthusiasm or accomplishment.

The Illinois-Wisconsin region includes

THE AIM OF THE YSL

The Young Sccialist League is o democrotic so-
cialist ergonization striving fo.aid in the basic
transformotion of this seciety into ane whare tha
means of production and distribution shall be
collectively owned and democratically “managed.
The YSL attempts fo make the young workers and
students, who form its arena of octivity, consciaus
of the need for orgonization directed against copi-
talism and Stalinism,

The YSL rejects the concept that stote ownership
without demsecratic controls represents socialism; or
that socialism can be ochieved without political
democracy, or through undemocratic means, or in
shert in any way other than the conscious active
porticipation of the people themselves in the build-
ing of the new saciol order, The YSL orients fo-
ward the working closs, as the class which is
copable of leading society to fhe establishment of
socialism.

«=From the Constitution of the YSL

Young Socialist
CHALLENGE

organ of the Young Socialist League, o
a- regular section of Labor Action but is
under the scle editorship of the YSL.
Opinions expressed in signed articles by
contributors do not necessarily represent
I".Lhe views. of the Challenge or the YSL.

the ‘large universities of Illineis, South-
ern -Illinpis, Wisconsin, and Northwest-
ern U, and has sizable delegations from
the University of Chicage, Roosevelt
University, and Wright Junior College.
Yet both the Chairman and the secre-
tary of the region are from Rosary Col-
lege, a small Catholic girls school on the
outskirts of Chicago.

The needs of the schools represented
at this conference were widely divergent
and much of the time in workshop ses-
sions was spent in trying to adjust to
these differences. The agenda was pre-
sented by the chairman so late that
there was no time to amend it and some
schools were entirely uninterested in
the discussion topics handed to them.

The conference was largely uneventful
except for a brief flurry in the dispuie
between the University of Chicago and
Resary College over the newly set up
“Speckers Bureou." Though the issues
raised on the flocor were of a -technical
noture, the real struggle wos between a
liberal urbon wniversity and a small sub-
urban Cathelic girls schosl for control of
an instrument for academic freedom. The
University ¢f Chicago come out on top
despite its small delegation with the help
of other Chicage schools.

Resolutions for a scholarship booklet,
regional newsletter, studies of rising
enrollment, and student-faculty com-
mittees on curriculum problems were all
passed in a “last minute” hurry, as the
poorly planned sessions came to. a close,

This conference did not see any awak-
ening in most of the ,delegates to the
real possibilities of liberal student lead-
ership which lie latent in NSA today.
Many delegates left feeling discouraged
and unsatisfied—not a strange reaction,

TEN CENTS |
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A Preliminary Report
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HALLENGE reprints below some-reports on the Congress of the
International Union of Socialist Youth which was held last October. They |

are translated from “Lu Jeune Gurde,” Belgian Socialist youth paper )
affiliated to the IUSY. The YSL has some differences with the comrades
of “La Jeure Garde,” but we reprint these pieces for general informa=:
tion. We hope to have o fuller report from our own correspondent in)|
Europe on IUSY matters at an early date. : IR

»
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The Fifth Congress of the Inter-
national Union of Socialist Youth
brought together a hundred dele-
gates at its meeting in Romie. The
Congress took place from October 26th
to October 31st.

Three central pﬁ].itic:-.il problems domi-
nated the attention of the delegates at

“the Congress: the emancipation of the

colonial people, the permanent menace
of war, and Stalinism. .

The debate on the first question devel-
oped around the Algerian question. By a
near unanimous vote, the Congress come
out in favor of Algerian Independence,
called for the withdrawal of French
troops and took o stand for direct oction
in aid of the Algerion refugees.

An English- motion which demanded
the suspension of the SFIO (French So-
cial Democratic- Party) from the So--
cialist International was referred to the
political commission by.a feeble majority.

The election of a comrade from Ghaha
to the International Bureau concretized,
in another way, the solidarity of the
IUSY with the eolonial and semi-colonial
countries,

However, on other questions one must
take a more critical view. In_effect, an
important section of the delegates placed
the greatest emphasis' dpon a sterile
anti-Communism which has no real po-
litical perspective. G

When faced with the problem ‘of war,
these same delegates, even while dem-
onstrating a consciousness of the risks
of re-armament, placed their faith in

Belgian Socialist

The following iz the basie statement
which the Belgion Soeiulists issued to
the TUSY Congress.

On the occasion of the Congress of
the IUSY, we feel that it is the duty of
the Junes Gardes Socialistes to make this
appeal to all the young socialists of the
world, to call upen them to struggle to-
gether to create a solid socialist interna-
tional of the youth, one which can be-
come the guide for the youth of the
world, giving direction to its movemept.

Proud of our past, of our traditions of
international solidarity, of our struggle
against the war and for socialism, our
International must elaborate a platform
of action copable of mobilizing all the ex-
ploited youth of the world!

“Young workers expect us to give a re-
sponseto their incertitudes, to face the
problem of how to make their daily life
sécure,

The yonth of the colonial countries
expect specific action from us fo help
them in winning their right to life.

The youth of the underdeveloped na-
tions, who live in conditions which neigh-
bor on permanent misery, expeet us to
elaborate a solution, one based upon the

rational organization of their nation. _ _}:
It is a weighty responsibility for our
International to be obliged to.-zespond =

the old slogans, and delibﬂabelx.-iﬁnér_éﬂ 4
the possible action open to-the working- .
class. . N

We will report soon on the Congressin
greater detail, However, it is now im=-. '
portant to draw certain conelusions.. =,

A lefi-wing minority has now l:m?-?al'u_'",_
being. And this was not o quéstion of the
opposition of @ single delégation. The
Belgian, English, Dutch and MNorwegiam .-
student socialists; the Young Socialists of |
Belgium, the Falcons of Germany, ‘the) -
Swiss and the Greeks, all these defended |
positions which were fundamentally the '/
same. Certainly this is not to say that '
there was a monolithic left @t the Com- |
gress. Haoppily, this waos not the case, Di-
vergences exist on a series of issues—on
the gquestion of the Arob countries, for-
example. i

One could summarize ; the  essentisl —
brunt of the positions of the Internation-
alist Left as the following: support to-

‘the colonial peoples, the conerete strug- °

gle of the working class against the {
war and the struggle against Stalinism ‘.
through contacts with the youth from
the East, showing them & politieal per-
spective for their fight against the Stal-
inist bureaucracy, :

For the first time at the IUSY, a Left
Wing has manifested ftself, Without or-
ganization, it nevertheless défénded-a
range of similar positions. An énormous
task remains to be accomplished. New
relations with the Asian,: African and
South Ameriean organizations gives a
perspective of growth ‘to thid Left _
Wing. . . e )

Gilbert Clajot, National Secrétary !

Youth Program

We therefore propose, as a minimum
program which*can serve as a beginning, .
which can mobilize the youth of tha
world, the following: . '

® Our Congress must support the coe

(Tara te last page)
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Is This the Last Round?

By GORDON HASKELL

. The fight in the American Communist Party which was not resolved

at then' convention a vear ago has broken to the surface again. And from
\an indications, one may speculate that it is surfacing for the last time.
F Once this round is over, it hardly seems there will be enough people left
J,n the party to work up a good fight among themselves, though the his-
‘tbry of the political sects in America should give one pause in making

il any such prediction. But if the
ﬂslgns are read right in this corner,
| the outcome of this fight will be to
. Jeave the American Communist
Eé"Party- nothing but a shrunken, iso-
“Iated and insighificant Stalinist
| sect,

I | !

S QEHTIAI. S'I“RHGGI.E

Theﬂseue ~around which the factmns
,{Ex ing-in the party today is the

I .dﬁéfﬂratton of the ruling parties of the
{‘. ‘Commutiistsrun countries issued in Mos-
ow last' fall. But the central struggle

| '35 "ohich this is but an episodic moment
;&ﬁmn the ‘one which raged in the CP
efore: tﬁp last convention: between
56 Who Want to find a new road by
ﬁhx{!h ‘they-can make a eontribution to
je ' regroupment -and re-orientation of

I geialisniiin ~America, and those who

‘ilﬁxme to' view the American CP es-
?gnttally ‘as “a"border guard of the Com-
munist regime in Russia.

" . When the Hossew Declaration became

publ}:. it was immediately clear that his

" represented a new departure (even though

,untd direction), for the Russlan rulers,
o departure. in; the direction of tghtening
'llu screws on the world Communist move-

- ~again..Obvicusly, the American

drdy could not stand aside in a stance
of - neutr .40 such a development. I#
'wes  designed precisely, among other

ﬁl.n_gs. “ta give the Kremiin loyalists all

tlur world the encouragement and
bgc,-kl ‘in seHl.ing their accounts, once

1:-: “all, with those elements in the
\urld "Communist movement who have
been showitg marked signs of reshess-
mess and independence since the Khrush-
chev' '?Ml-:lﬂqns“ about Stalin ond the
Hungariar revolution. William Z. Foster
aiid his friends in the American party were
Iﬂ the last ¥o' read the signs and hear the
call.

__FOSTER ‘LASHES. OUT

' In.the Degember issue of Political Af-
_furrs _Foster Tashed out in an article
entitled “The Party Crisis and the Way
Out.” The erux of the article is to ac-
cuse Gates a;an his tendency of “Right
Revmoniam ‘which is deseribed as “the
‘most ser:ous political ervoi” experienced
by the Party' “in its entire history.” That
is saymg a mouthful, but there is a good
deal more.

fn concliding ‘the first section of the
| Hele ‘(the second section “The Road
4 wead” iz announced for the January
isaue ‘which was not out when LaRor
?ﬁm:ﬁm ‘went to press), Foster states
that although the last comvention “gaye
a strong political set-back to Right Re-
vnsmmsm. nevertheless the Right has
.'mmamed intrenched m'gamzationalh
throughouf the Party. Together with its
conciliators it is now strong in all the
~ leading committees of the Party, and
this is alsor trme in various state com-
:rnittees Its main strength is that it
controls and+ruses the Daily Worker as
Its special mouthpiece.”

IFolIo“mg Foster's blast in Polifieal
_ Affairs, the Fosterites in the party began
a campaign against Gates which oceu-
pied a good deal of attention in the let-
. ter columns of the Duily Workev. I seems
} at in answering s que-chnn at a meet-
:;'}g in Boston, G::te-. had said that as an
American he would take pride if the
United States Look the lead in suspend-
- ing nuelear bomh tests, and as a Com-
miunist he would feel the same way if

[ HRussia were to take the lead.

"HYPHENATED PERSONS"

Despite the fact that this appears to
have been said in the context of a speech
which put the chief blame for the cold
war on the United States, and which had
as its purpose to push the CP liné on
“peaceful co-existence,” the old-line Stal-
inist pack was soon baying at his heels.
He was accused of “equating” the role
of Russia and of the United States in
the cold war; “he created the impression
that American Communists are hyphen-
ated persons and have divided loyalties,"
{Wm. Weinstone), and who knows what
all else.

The replies to these attacks were, as
has been customary with the Gafesites
from the beginning, muffied, ambiguous,
concilietory, It woilld seem that the silent,
or not sosilent,. departure of several
thousand supporters: from the party dur-
ing the past year has not succeeded In
convincing them of the futility of their
moderate course, Or is it really thet their
restraint is a result more of divided souls
and: unclear perspectives ‘tham of a con-
scious decision on how they should carry
on their figh#?

At any event; their mildness has
availed them little. An article appeared

in' the Decembér 26 issue of the New

York Times to the effect that a nieeting
of the National ‘Executive Committee of

the party had decided to give up the

Daily Worker hecause of the financial
crisis' of ‘the paper, and in the hope of
saving The Worker, their weekend
edition.

In the context of the article, t.he

{Centinued from page 1)
bombs and missiles, and deep holes in the
ground? Gaither and Rockefeller reports
say yes,

ARMAMENT RACE

Great stress is laid on the fact of Rus-
sian industrial and scientific achievement
and that in a few years it will probably
be on an egual level in over-all military
capability, The conclusion drawn from
this is that every musele must be strained
to keep the present American superiority.
But there is serious question whethey this
can be done excent through an armament
race which will dwarf the present efforts,
since no one expects the Ruassians to sit
by and do nothing.

The consequences of thiz Canute-like
effort are pointed to by Walter Lippmann
as lle bLasic cause of the decay of 1. 8.
foreien policy,

"“The decay of our foreign policy is due
fo the inabiilty of those who make it to
recognize or to accept the fundamental
fact that the U.5. is not the paramount
but only an equal power. Yet in the.Far
East; in the Middle East, and in Germany,
the official aims of our policy are those of
a paramount power. These aims can be
achieved enly by the unconditional sur-
render of China and of Russia.

"This underlying contrediction is the ba-
sic cause of the decay of our-foreign pol-

.icy, and, incidentally, it is the bosic cause

of the fabulous unpopularity of Secretary
Dulles. We are struggling stubbornly fer
results that we connot hope to achieve,

- and this impetus, especially when it is cov-

ered with moral preachments, is clienating
the people we are trying to lead."

If the only answer to the growing in-

he Fight in the Communist Party

- Bince Gates voted with the majority, the,

Times reporter wrote that he had cheeked
the story with editor John Gates, whe
had told him: “In the thirty-four-year
history of the Daily Worker there have
been many predictions of its death, but
it has praoved to have more lives than
the proverbial eat, I am opposed to the
suspension of the Daily Worker and in-
tend to fight for its continued existence.
In any case, the Daily Worker will cease
to exist only when it alone says s0.”

GATES CENSURED

. On December 29th, the Sunday Work-
er carried a statement by the National
Administrative Committee (the body set
up at its last convention to run the
party) explaining that the final decision
on the life of the Daily Worker was up
to the full National Committee, and
concluding: “In view of these facts the
NAC declares that the press interview
of John Gates on this matter was com-
pletely unauthorized, and that such pub-
lic statements on the part of any indi-
vidual constitute a viclation of the most
elementary organizational prineiples
common to all working class organiza-
tions." .

The following day, the DW carried o
letter signed by seven of its top writers
ond editors (Abner Berry, Jesus Colon,
Max Gordon, Ben Levine, Alan’ Max; David
Platt, ond Lester Rodney) taking excep- |
tion to the NAC statement, ond defending
Gates. And the issue of December 31 fin-
ally carried a press release on the meet-
ing of the Executive Commitee, which had.
decided to suspend the paper. . E:

It -appears that this meetmg of - the'
Executive Committee was pretty im-
portant, and if one ¢an. judge from the
diplomatic communique, a heated one.

- First, there was the decision to suspend

the DW. Then “The NEC received a
report by Eugene Dennis on some as-
pects of the work of the CPUSA since
its 16th national econvention on the, in-
ternal party situation, and the tasks.

* dustrial power of the Stalinist world is

to build more missiles, to dig deep holes
in the ground, more conventional arma-
ments or to unify the armed services in
the interest of greater efficiency, then all
is lost. War then becomes an absolute .
mecessity at some point since there is no
absolute guarantee that at some point
Russian military power will not equal, if
not surpass that of eapitalist Ameriea.

PREVENTIVE WAR?

This point has not been lost to the au-
thors of the Gaither Report, and it is
even a strain in the Rockefeller Report
in spite of a formal disclaimer of the
idea. The conclusion that some members
of the Gaither committee have come to
or raised is preventative war. There is no
definite evidence that the Gaither Report
contains stich & recommendation. But as
the N. Y. Post has pointed out editorially,
it is & grim state of affairs when any
people in Washington are prepared to
believe that such a recommendation is
possible and could logically flow from the
Report.

But whether or not it is informally in
the Gaither Report, there have lLeen a
number of newspaper reports that lead-
ing members of the committee have been
thinking along these lines.

Drew Pearson in his column on December
17 reported that Assistant Secretary of
Defense Mansfield Sprague fought for the
point of view thot since the first attack in
a nuclear war would be se massive “that
if war appears inevitable scme time in the
future, it would be disastrous for us to
wait until the Kremlin strikes the first
blow."

But even more autlwntatwe is the re-

ahead. It also heard a conflicting report
by Sid- Stein on the same: subject mat-
ter.” Since no decisioncoald be reached,
the matter was referred to the next
meeting.

Then there was a report by Robert
Thoinpson on the Moscow Declaration.
A statement to be published in the Jan-
uary issue of Political A fFfairs was voted
11 to 7, with 2 abstaining and 2 absent.

statement can be awaited with some real
interest.

NAC CENSURED -

By a similar vote the National Execu-
tive Committee voted to condemn a let-
ter to the National Committee issued by
the National Administrative Committee
on the Moscow Declaration early in De-
cember, It seems that the letter was is-
sued by a vote of four to three, with
Dennis one of the four and Gates one of
the three and the NEC told the NAC
to “function within the limits of its
clearly defined administrative role” in
the future,

All this may become confusing, if.
not even tediouz to the outsider. But.
the fact emerges erystal-clear that the
fight inside the CP is raging again, and
in the context of the world situation, it
is not Hkely that it will end without a-
major blow-up in the party.

With the Moscow Declaration, what-
should really have been understood by
every knowledgeable person, became im-
possible to misunderstand. The Russian
leadership demands wunconditional loyaly
from the leadership of every Communist
Party in the world, as it did for so many
years. Any party which refuses to give it,
and wholeheartedly ot thot, will be re-
organized or destroyed, or both. That has
happened to more than one Communist
Party in the post.

‘A prn-Commumst political maovement.
which refuses to give such uncondition-
al ‘and uncritical loyalty and. obedience
may continue to exist for a ‘while, but
to do so it must find independént roots

in its own country, and that is extremely
dlfﬂcuit once its- ties.to Russia have been
cut. That may be possible for a Stalnfmd
publication or two, even for an associa-
tion of some breadth and durability. But
a mass Communist Party independent or
eritical of Russia has never existed any-
where except in Yugoslavia where the
party had state power before it broke
loose.

Preventive War Drift — —

port by Arthur Krock in the N. Y, Times
of December 20 of a speech made to an
Army committee by William C, Foster,
of the Olin-Mathieson Chemical Corp.,
formeyr head to the E€A under the Tru-
man administration, and a leading mem-
ber of the Gaither committee.

“"MOST IMPORTANT"

Foster’s statement that “we must at-
tempt to get away from thé strange dich-
otomy with which we have traditionally
viewed force, refusing to consider it ex-
cept as a last resort,” was interpreted by
Krock as implying a preventative war
and “by deduction to have been the most
important rvecommendation to the Presi-
dent and the National Security Couneil."

In addition William Shonnon in the M. Y.

Post of December 31 reports thot “there
have been other stories [of preventative
war sentiment]l to the effect that some of
the members of the Gaither committee, at
a private dinner on the evening of Dec. 9
which was attended by Vice President
Nixon, put ferward conjecturally the pos-
sibility of preventative war."”

There have been publie denials of any
such conjectures, and the official public
views of those involved do not embody
these ideas. However, there can be little
doubt, in view bf the varied rveports, that
preventative war ideas have been dis-
cussed. It iz the direct implication in
much of the present thinking about for-
eign policy in Washington, Every step
taken is the logical extension of the as-
sumptions, but 1t is the logic of madness.
The assumption that the only alterna-
tives are continuation of the present pol-
iey or surrender and appeasement is
false.
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'George Meany's Famous Speech to the Building Trades Dept. of the AFL-CIO

A Look Into History

A Plea for Inter-Union Peace Today

INDUSTRIAL UNIONS

AND

CRAFT UNIONS |

> T

Since the AFL-CIO mevger, building
trindes wunions have incveasingly de-
manded that their jurisdiction over some
skilled work performed by the industrial
unions be recognized. Some of their
complaints are of long-standing. Others
are wundoubtedly raised to throw a
wmonkey-wrench into the unity machinery.
In a speech to the convention of the
‘Building and Construction Trades De-
partment on December 2, 1857, Georye
Meany considered the. mdu.s.‘,nai ve eraft
dispute. These excernts from his address

illustrate how for kiz own thinking has

develeped and serve ot the same time gs
« vemurkable vindication .of the aims
and recordrof. the TI0. The full text, by
the way, ums distritruted by-the Industri-
al Unon Department.

b . r 4

I happen to.be a:building.trades work-

er. 1 ean't, of course,-tell what was in"

the minds of those who ran the Building
Trades unions years ago. I can tell you
whut was in my mind as an officer of a

Building Trades union, the second larg- |

‘est ‘plumber’s union in our. International.
We talked about jurisdiction. Did we try
to organize the skilled people in our
trade who worked in industrial plants?
Did we try to make these skilled people
menibers of our union? We did not.

'M:r union was a closed union, closed
in the fact that it didn't take in new
members.
ment with a glosed association of em-
ployers.

When we had industrial work erop up
that we felt that we should do, we made
an effort, if we had any weight, any
pressure, to get that work for our con-
tractors. We would not work directly.
We wouldn't werk for any one but our
own contractors. We didn’t want . the
people that were on the work., We merely
wanted the work. So far as the people
that were on the work were concerned,
for our part they could drop dead. That
wag our attitude on this question at the
time in my union,

CLOSED UNION

We even went so far that we wouldn’t
even take clearvance eards, We shut the
union to other union members of our
‘own craft from other cities. The records
of the United Association will show you
that.

I am not bragging about it. [ am not
proud of it. I am telling you that is what
we did 35 or 40 years ago.

Did the Bailding Trades organize in
their organizing jurisdiction? They organ-
ized foirly well in new construction, but
did they orgonize the skilled people who
worked in factories back in those days?
Did they organize the people in the so-
called industrial planis? They may have,
but the record doesn't show it

Let me give you a sample of the mem-
bership figures of some of the Building
Trades unions back in those days.

In 1915 the Brotherhood of Carpenters
had 185,000 members, Twenty years
later, in 1935, it had gone up to 200,000
members. In the interim during the
boom days it went almost to 300,000 and
baek again.

The Brotherhood of Eleetrical Work-
ers had 36,000 members in 1915. They
went up guite a bit. They went to 130,-
000 in 1935,

The Bride and Struetural Iron Work-
ers had 10,000 in 1915, and 16,000 in
1935.

The Painters- had 75,000 in 1915, and
65,000 tweniy years later in 1935.

My own organization in 1915, a combi-
nation of the United Association and

It had a closed shop agree- .

dnto

the old IA Steamfitters, which had been
ordered to merge but which had not yet
merged, the combination figures of the
two unions, which afterwards became
one, were 37,000 in 1915. In 19356 they
had 34,000—3,000 less in 20 years.

In 1915, the Plasterers had 18,200.
Twenty years Jater the Plasterers had
18,000—300 members less.

However, there was quite a different
story from 1935 to 1955. The Carpenters
went from 200,000 to 750,000 in that 20-
year period.

The Electrical Workers went from
130,000 to 460,000 in that 20-vear period.

The Bridge and Struetural Iron Work-
ers-went from 16,000 to 133,000 in that
period,

The Painters went from 65,000 to 182,-

+ 000,

THE PAINTERS

The.-Plaumbers went from 234,000 to
200,000 in 1855, in that 20-year period.

The Plasterers went from 18,000 to
60,000 in£1966:

S0, what do these figares indicate? They
indicaté ¥hat Something happened be-
tweer 1935 ond 1955, and that something
wai ndt fust o war. The wor might llu‘n
had something to do with it, but there
was o change in the organizing policies
of the Building Trades Unilons,

It came about through certain events
that took place in 1934 and 1935.

No doubt some of you people remem-
ber the 1934 Convention of the AFL in
the City of San Francisco. Then we were
in the throes of a depression, The Na-
tional Recovery Act was in operation
and there was a tremendous urge on the
part of workers in all classifications to
organize. There were people in the AFL
whoifelt that the AFL should change its
pﬂl@ 50 ..i'bat these. people could come
the %rade wunion movement. There
were those who felt they had no partic-
ularly direct interest in the workers but
that all the workers should get the bene-
fits of trade unionism so that the work-
ers in the movement would be likewise
henefited through increased purchasing
power that would be developed by bring-
ing the low-wage worker into a higher
hracket,

14 RESOLUTIONS

In the 1934 Convention there were 14
resolutions on the subject of industrial
ynionism. All but two of these resolu-
tions favored the application of the in-
dustrial union policy by the AFL in the
so-called mass production industries. The
Resolutions Committee met on this sub-
jeet for gix days and six nights. Let me
read from that report that was unani-
mously adopted.

“The Executive Council was directed
to issue charters for national or inter-
national unions in automotive, cement,
aluminum and such other mass produe-
tion as miscellaneous industries as, in
the judement of the Executive Council,
may he necessary to meet the situation,
and that the Executive Council shall at
the earliest possible date inaugurate,
manage, promote and conduet a cam-
paign of organization in the iron and
steel industry.”

Then came 1935 at the Chelsea Hotel
in Atlantic City, New Jersey, and the
fight was on. There was no implements-
tion of the 18924 directive and there was
a complete disagreement between mem-
bers of the Executive Council of the
AFT as to what the 1934 directive meant.
It was complete disagreement and the
Couneil split almost down the middle. 1
am sure a good many of you recall that
the 1935 Convention had nine specific
resolutions which ealled for the immedi-
ate establishment of industrial unions

‘emergency general

in eertain fields. They were the chemi-
cal field, steel, the high-pressure pipe
field, the rubber, radio, agricultural,
canning, packing, white collar, zas and
coke workers, and in addition, a resolu-
tion to change the form of organiza-
tional jurisdiction granted the Mine and
Smelter Workers so they could operate
as an industrial union without any craft
restrictions,

CIO BORN

You know the result, The Commities
came in with & split report with the ma-
jority turning down these resolutions and
merely reaffirming the 1934 declaration
of intent to vorg_nme industrial unions.

‘The ‘minority eroup, supported by John

L. Lewis and- , Went to a vole ‘and
were defeated hy almost two-to-one, .

Immediately ‘thersafier,: the: Committee
of Industrial Orgonizations- wos formed
and ofter a year or two in-which frantic
efforts were made. 4o thave this matter
adjusted, unions-were suspended. for join-
ing the Committee of Industrial Organi-
zations, including - the unions that  had

representatives on the Executive Council”
P _ think a settlement can be worked out,

of the AFL at the time.

I am not trying to tell you that this
was the only cause of the split in the
labor movement. I have always felt that
there were other -reasons. I have never
changed my conviction but I do say that
this was one of the reasons for the split.
If you read the record | you might come to
the conclusion that this is the only rea-
son for the split, but 1 don’t believe that
is so. However, it was one of the reasons.

In May of 19357, the AFL held an
meeting of repre-
sentatives of all of the natiomal unions
and state organizations in the City of
Cincinnati, Ohio. It was_the only con-
ference of the AFL that 'T ‘I'Ernl!mbel"
that was ever held within closed doors.
It was a conference that was dedicated
to the idea of defending the AFIL from
the onslaughts of the CIE, which by the
early days of 1937 ‘had started to roll.
They had started to organize and they
were organizing any place that they
could organize. They were organizing the
unorganized, without question. There
were also indications that they were
willing to reorganize the organized.

A COUNCIL OF WAR

I attended the May 1937 meeting and
I am quite sure many in this room at-
tended it. It was a eounecil of war on the
part of the AFL. At that meeting it was
decided to go and heat the CIO at their
own game. From then on we had 20 years
of division in the American trade union
movement, We had 20 years in which the
CIO organized not only on industrial
lines But on craft lines wherever they
could. They drew no line in organizing
crafts. In fact, they have a good many
crafts in their unions and rvight at the
moment some of the cvafts are giving

‘in any way they could organize.

‘years at the point of a
‘going 1o be compelled to turn theni-over?

them some headaches. But they wmiﬂ

out and they organized,

What did the AFL unions do, mclud-
ing a numhber of the AFL Building
Trades? They went out and they or-
ganized -along craft lines and along in-
dustrial lines. 8o we had 20 years of dng
fighting, with both groups urgamzmg
In 195656 we decided that we would trs
to end this division, that we would t‘lg
to bring the groups together, and thnf,
we would bring them together with
flicting jurisdictions; jurisdictions grant-
ed to one group by the AFL and juris-
dictions granted to the other group by

the CIO. We would attempt to work out

within the framework of a unified o¥-
ganization all of the problems that ex-
isted. So for two years now the Building

Trades and the industrial unions have

been trying to unscramble this particu-
Inr omelet, trying to bring some order
out of the chaos which has developed
after 20 years.

When we say industrial unions, do w»
mean the former CIO unions thot ark
organized industrially or the former AFL
unions that are organized industrially? D»
we mean the Building Trades unions thot

are orgonired industrially, that they must .
concede? To whom do they concede? b .

they concede to themselves? Let's |
this thing straight in the face. Leét's
Tealistic about this sitaation.

Is anyone here going to turn over

members they have organized for 20

You fellows know that isn't going 4o

gun? Are they

I
h

happen. So how -are we going to.solve !

this problem? By a trade union war; by
fighting until the last drop of blood. is

know that we ean’t gain anything by that
sort of -practice. The only. ones who gaih

gone? 1 have. had enough experience to ,

are the enemies of labor. The way toset- .
tle this is to settle it in an mtelhgent
fashion on a man-to-man basis, and I

PLENTY OF CHANCE y

However, if we want to fight we will
have plenty of chance to fight. The right-
to-work people are still “prett ﬂm’é
alive. They are working to des roy. tlm
things that you and I have buﬂt up oiret' -
the years.

There will be an opportunity. to ﬁgh;

on the legislative field. I very reapecﬂ- i

fully sugpest that theve is an opportzm—

ity for the Building Trades to ﬂg‘ht on

the approachmg non-union  field, with
the non-union contractors in the build-
ing and construction business, There are
some estimates that say non-union con-
str uct:on, private industrial and publie.
utility construction, will run as high as u
billion dollars this year.

T am not trying to assess the blanfe. ¥ -

am not trying to say what should have
been done 30 years ago. I'told.you what
my local~union did. We wouldn’t haye
any part of an industrial worker. We

wouldn't take them in, We wouldn’t work °

for the man he worked for. We wanted
te work for our own bdss. In faét, we
Jhad a contract that prevented us from
working for anyone other than a mastep
plumber. I den’t know what the policies
were, but the record indicates that the

Building Trades organized and put on a

terrific drive to ovganize after 1935
the same time as the industrial unions
the CIO were likewise pushing theis.
drive.

The preblem can be solved by intelli-
gence and by faith and determination and
devétion to the ideals of the trade umion
movement. | know it cannot be solved by
labor fighting labor. Let's try to solve .
Let's turn our faces to meet the real
enemies of thiz trade union movement. of
whom there are legions.

No. 5—What is St#alinism?

READ ABOUT INDEPENDENT SOCIALISM!

In siz special pamphlet-issues of LABOR ACTION, the basic 1de!18
of Independent Socialism -are vividly and simply explained.

No. 1—The Principles and Program of Independent Socialism

No. 4—Socialism and Democracy

No. é—Socialism and the Working Class.
No. 7—Labor Politics in America
No. 8—Revolt Behind #he Iron Curtain
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Russian Political Offensive — —

[Continued from pege 1)

what will happen to the satellite regimes

in East Germany, Poland, Hungary and
- Czechoslovakia if Russian troops are re-

moved from the area, and bledged to
remain out of it by international agree-

“ment?

Since the American government was
forced at the Poris NATO conference to
agree to negotiations with the Russions
at the foreign minister’s level, end the
latter have at least initially turned down
-#his proposal on the ground that they want

o “heads of government' meeting or
* mothing, the two sides appear to be hung
.op In o ludicrous fangle over just whe Is
‘4o tolk to whom. Frem the point of view
.of fhe Russian campaign, however, the

fangle is not ludicrous at all. It is quite

‘odvantageous. For while the argument
4okes place cbout the "level” at which

#alks are to be conducted, their proposals

continue 1o dangle before the eyes of the
world issuing their reasonable and appeal-

]

‘ing message as clearly as the beep-beep:

. of their sputniks.

HIDDEN TRICK?

Is there a-hidden trick in the Russian
‘proposals; as‘is implied by the American
government’s ‘demand that they “show
good faith by deeds” before any real ne-
gotiations can be entered into profitab-

* 17 Yes, there is. It is a perfectly simple
and ‘everi transparent one, yet they feél
safe in using it. The trick is simply their
conviction -that the American govern-
mhent -will - refuse to accept their pro-
possls as a basis for negotiations or to
put forward others, equally reasomable
and appealing to world opinion,

' One reason why they are justified in
+this conviction is highlighted by an arti-
ele in the New York Times for January
5 from Washington. James Reston, ob-
viously expressing the views of the high-
est American cireles puts the matter
“succinetly in one paragraph: ‘“Problem
No. 1 :(for the Eisenhower administra-
tion) is hew to keep their promise te ne-
gotiate, made at the recent NATO meet-
ing in. Paris, without risking the possi-
hility of stopping the arms race at a
'point highly favorable to the Soviet
Union.” .No one should need blunter
words than that.

. But if neither side is willing to negofi-
ofe : except when they are aheod, how
will +he arms race ever stop? The Ameri-
can government is trying to dig up an
argument to answer ifs allies' worried
questions chout this. The answer is, be-

lieve it or not, that the United States,
which does not yet have an ICBM, is only
a few years away from a “missile-killer"
weapon, No agreements should be reached
which could inhibit the development of this
weapon which would, presumably, afford
a real defense ogainst the ICBMs,

Even if this missile-killer story were
based on solid facts, it would serve more
to underline the sterility and even bank-
ruptey of American foreign policy than
as an argument against negotiations with
the Russians., Does Washington really
expect the peoples of the world to close
their eyes, put their shoulders to the
wheel, pull in their belts, and persevere
in the arms race till American scientists,
whose world reputation is not exactly at
its apex at the moment, come up with
the answer?

FRIGHTENING NOTION

The very fact that such a notion can
be put forward seriously by the highest
circles of the American government is
really frightening, But equally disturb-
ing i§ the sterility of political thought
on this vital area of foreign policy
throoghout the width and breadth of
"American society. It is. not that the
Eisenliower administration perseveres in
g suididal. course,in the face of an oppo-
sition armed with a coherent program.
What is really going on in this ecountry
is a “great debate” both sides of which
operate on the basis of the same assump-
tions, reach pretty much the same con-
clusions, but seek partisan advantage
from the emphasis of minor details or
from the relative position of responsi-
bility for the execution of the agreed
poﬁégi by the other side.

As good an example as any of the fall-
ure_of the Democrats, or any wing of
them, to come_ up with ‘o real alternative
tq the Dulles-Eisenhower “palicy” was pre-
sented .in o _recent article by Senstor
Hubert M. Humphrey enfitied “What Hope
for. Disarmament?" (New York Times
Magazine, h“ﬂr!.;\.s"; l’l_ﬁ_l_f_ﬂiphriv."_ who ‘is
often: . spokesman for the liberal-labor
wing of the Democrafs, starts out by de-
tailing at length the récord on the dis-
armament np'gqi:l_n fons between Russia
and_the United Stafes, He makes out a
good case for the American propesals
with regard' to nuéléar disarmament and
controls on it, e

But.in discussing the whole range of
American . forejgn policy, Humphrey
stuns us with a senfence such as “It is
difficult - to see how we could have pre-

B_el-gian Socialist.:Ybuth—

“"IConfinued from page 5]

lonial people in their struggle for inde-
‘pendences-there must be a speeial reso-
‘lution “for - Algerian independence and
the withdrawal of French troops.

® We must begin a struggle in every
country for the reduction of military
‘Servidée arid ‘arms budgets as a first step
{n halting the insane arms race.
" ®We must demand the immediate ces-
sation of nuclear explosions and outlaw
the A and H Bombs; organize an inter-
national “demomstration which will t:fdce
place on the same day in all countries,
‘bringing together all youth organiza-
tions; organize an educational campaign,
. @ We must demand from our various
Governmenfs that they interdict the
atomie stockpiles, and suppress the bases
which have been built up for them.

® We must unequivoeally condemn the
Enelish and French intervention in
Suez.

#We must condemn the Soviet inter-
vention in Hungary.
to all these questions which are posed
by the youth of the world. But we accept
this responsibility because we are social-
jsts, because we are conscious that only
socialism can solve the problems which
confront humanity.

Today,#the world has reached a level.
of scientific development whigh. makes. it
possible to begin to- satiéfy e needsiof *
man. In a phrase, the time has come
ism is‘mo-longer a utopian %

when
dream, but has become realizable. Yet, at

the same time Humanity has aceummu-
lated forces of destruction which menace
it with annihilation.

More than ever, the famous predie-
tion of Marx, “either socialism or capital-
ist harbarism” is an actuality. And it is
our_duty as young socialists to do every-
‘thing possible to assure the victory of
socialism.

There are no two ways about it: we
must plunge into our struggle. We must
-eluborate a program which puts the so-
clalist alternative before the youth of the
world. ,Such a progrom must be based
upen a perspective other than that of
atomic destruction; It must be copable of
mobilizing the youth of the world around
our banner, for a permanent struggle
against a ecapitalism which is incapoble of
resolving its contradictions, ond against
the bureaucratic dictatorship of the
Kremlin.
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New Perspectives for
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The Case for Unity
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Max Shachtman
ten cents

INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST_LEAGUE
114 West 14th Street

New York Irl. N. Y.
L r

gsented a strong negotianting front to the
Soviet Union when we were so busily
engared in unilateral disarmament.” He
is talking about the last few years, Later
in the article he writes: “Before we can
expect to reach any agreement with the
Soviet Union on control or limitation of
arms we and our allies must possess su-
flicient military strength and political
solidarity to give compelling weizht to
odr diplomacy. The rulers in Moscow
revere and live by power and force, and
reject the moral standards of good faith
and respect for the pledged word which
are our guiding principles. ... "

WHAT DIPLOMACY?

But what is the diplomacy to which
military strength should give weight?
We search the article in vain. There is
talk about a changing world, sbout a
“steady, non-emotional outlook,” about
“outstanding political problems.” Bu-the
clogest we get-to even findin gout just
where these problems are (let alone what
our proposed solution should be) is the
followingr “In my opinion these problems
include specially the division of Germany,
the current crisis in the Middle East,

What Next

{Contlaved from page 11
friends, cllles and imitators. The Federa-
tion still must look Into unions with a teo-
tal membership about as large as those
oiready ousted, if not larger.

There are unioms, too, which won a
reprieve. The Distillery Workers® Union
still holds its affiliation. But while the
convention was in session, Negro and
Puerto Rican workers demonstrated on
the Atlantic City boardwalk outside Con-
vention Hall appealing for aid against
victimization by locals of this union and
others: the Jewelry Workers Union, the
United Textile Workers Union. The
UTW also won a stay of execution, but
can anyone imagine that a slight altera-
tion of the top leadership of these tivo
unions has transforméd their whole in-
ner life and structure? ATiE

PROBLEMS TO COME.

So far, the Federation lead‘e‘rship Has
acted only against those unions publiely
exposed by the MeClellan Committee
and even that was a tall order. Bult
there are other terrible problems “to

come. Two months ago, Meany démand-"

ed an accounting from the Jewelry Work-
ers. It is only a small union.of 28,000,
But the Carpenters? The labor move-
ment still awaits an explanation from
its President Maurice Hutcheson on his
role in an Indiana land swindle. Did he
manipulate union offiee and prestige to
further his own private profit? The
Carpenter's records have been sub-
poenaed by the MeClellan Committee;
will the Federation wait for a new pub-
lic seandal and act later?

There is still the International Union of

Operating Engineers. For years, groups of -

rank and filers have been tryina to get
help from the AFL against union dictators.
In 1956 a committee from local 138 in
Long lsland appecled to the Ethical Proc-
tices Commiffee. They gqot nowhere al-
though Reuther, whom they got to see,
told them: "I'm 1,000 per cent behind what
you people are trying to do! | den't ap-
prove of any corrupt onion official who
puts his hands info the union funds ond
denies union men the right to work, What-
ever you do, don't stop fighting." This is
Joe Fay's old wnion; he vas once a vice-
president. The former president of local
138, Williom DeKoning who was sent to
jail for grafting, died recently and left
$300,000 to his estate. Mot bad for just
a local officer. Wonder where he got it?

HOD CARRIERS

What is the real sifuation in the Hod
Carriers Union? Here 758 a union which
held its Tth econvention in 191! and
never got around to another for 30
yvears: its 8Bth convention was called in
1941 and all incumbent officors were re-
elected without opposition: in that
period of lapse, in 1926 to be exact, the
present union president was put in of-
fice by this “long parliament” of Hod
Carriers without anything nonsensieal
like a membership vote or convention.

and the issue of Communist China.
United States policy on these problems
must undergo the most careful re-exami=
nation.”

Perhaps we can take heart from the
fact that more and more often we hear
from the liberals about the need to re=
examine some of these problems. The
danger, of course, is thot this admission
can become a ritualistic substitute for the
re-examination itself, while the actual sup-
port for the present “policy” continwes by
backing up phrases about needing mors
strength from which to negotiate.

The year 1958 can mark the beginning
of the most dangerous armament race the
world has ever seen. On the other hand,
it could also be the political turning point
of the eold war. Which way it will go will
certainly not be determined by the
progress made on the development of
American ICBMs, or missile-killers, but
rather by the progress made in the re-
examination to which Humphrey so
vaguely refers.

We propose, in the mnext issue. of
LABOoR ACTION, to indicate what we cons
sider a fruitful approach to this re-ex-
amination.

for Labor?

This is the union which spawned James
Bove, vice-president and close collabor-
ator of Joe Fay who lived, cooperated and
went to prison with him. The official
history of this uwnion published in 1954
makes no reference to anything so sor-
did as racketeering in its ranks, to the
role -of its vice-president Bove. Is it
possible that more has been overlooked?
Speaking of James Cross and his rule
over the Bakers, George Meany said, “I
imagine if we let this fellow go until the
15th of March he will be élected unani-
mously by the convention!” That: was
only 8 months. Imagine this: the of-
ficers of the.Hod Carriers had 30 years!
Surely, this situation will have to get at-
tention at the proper time. )

‘NO EASY JOB . "

But, obviously, .it .is not .an_easy job
and the disease is so widespread that it
cannot be handled all at once or cut out
at one thrust. It is not enough, either,
to expell offenders. International by In-
ternational; their hold over mililons of
decent trade unionists must be broken
somehow. For that, tHe action of a top
committee is not enough, The actions of
“hundreds of thousands of members must
"be stimulated, aroused and supported
and not by resolutions alone.

We hear a lot of speeches these days
advising the members of unions ousted
from the Federation to rise against their
roHen leaders. It Is fine sentiment: but
the speechmakers overlook one sordid
fact: for a long time, the emphasis in our
anion movement has been the other way.
Members were told to be silent, ¥o sup-
port the leaders everywhere, nmever #o
revolt; never to oppose, never to protest.
If James Cross' administration is now ex-
coriated, there have been and there are
officialdems far mere tyrannical and dic-
tatorial thet have pursued their merry
way undisturbed by colleagues in other
unions. There has never been encourage-
ment or support to democraotic rank and
file movements in ony wnion however ou-
thoritarian its leadership. Who has the
right now fo expect some sudden upsurge

from below wpon commond from above?'

Besides, while there is plenty of ad-
viee to Teamster ranks to rise up, there
is little adviee to fthe memberships of
unions -still in the Federation. In fact,
there is virtual silence,

Racketeering is on the wav out but
there is a long fight still ahead. Out of
that fight must come a union movement
which is not merelv honest but genuinely
democratic. It is tim enow to change
the whole milien inside our labor move-
ment, to make it elear that the rights
of members will be defended, that the
labor movement will create ‘and preserve
the democratic spirit and by turning
away from bureaucracy and toward de-
mocracy create that atmospbere which
makes a revival of racketeering unthink-
able and impossible. In the long haul,
that is the hest defense of good union-
ism. -
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