A-Georgia Tech in the Sugar Bowl af-
| fair (see page 5 for story), the fire-
-\ eating racist Governor Griffin of
1 Georgia said:

{in this dark and lamentable hour of

“1 struggle. .
- . ond the relenlless seas will rush in and

" politicians and
4 light pleas of watery liberals. Only,
L 'Gavemor Gmﬁ"m it: cuts both ways!
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To Stop the Racist Terror in the South, Now Is the Time

MARCH ON WASHIN

The 'War':h the South:
Money - Squeeze to Murder

By RALPH HODGES

The Jim Crow terror in the
South is taking on the look of a
kind of civil war—a war which is
partly economic and sporadically
violent—a war which is being fo-
mented and prosecuted one-sidedly
by the racist advecates of “white
supremacy.”

Their methods of assassination
and intimidation are being toler-
ated and abetted by the state Dem-
ocratic Party governments, and

are being tolerated and winked at

by the national Republican admin-
istration.

This week saw still a new mur-
der committed, when a Negro lead-

“er in Texas was found beaten and

burned .to death near the town of

"Schulenburg. Like some previous

vietims, Herbert Johnson was
president of the local branch of the
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People.

Blood is being spilled in the
South. The racist assault has never
been so viclent in the South since
‘the palmy days of the Ku Kiux Klan
after the First World War, when
we had made the world Safe for
Democracy the first time.

Today the battle against the Ne-
gro people is not being led by the

“organized Klan but by the more

“respectable” White Citizens Coun-
cils, who are even more direct and
responsible representatives of the
Southern ruling class. But the
Klan is getting into the act too.

Inr Orangeburg, S. C., “The Ku
Klux Klan has made its first mob
appearance in open support of a

[Continued on puge 6}

‘Armageddon’

. In his zmh-footbaﬂ message to

“The South stands ot Armageddon.
‘The battle is joined. We cannot take
‘the slightest concession to the ememy
. One break in the dyke
destroy us."

the evasive statements of Northern
the -sweetness-and-

- This is mearer the truth than are |

In October, at a mass street rally in New York’'s garment center
protesting the freeing of Emmett Till's murderers, Rep. Adam Clayton
Powell got the most enthusiastic applause of the day when he proposed
a 9-point program to do something—something other than the excellent
activity of listening to protest speeches.

Since then we have heard nothing from him or others about carry-
ing out this program. But it is not in" Powell that we are interested.

The program is still asking for action.

One plank in it is, we suggest, the best focusing point for a move-
ment that could really provide an adequate answer to the appaliing
and frenzied attack of the White Supremacists on the lives and rights of
the Negroes in the South.

This was the proposal for Negro organizations and their allies to
organize a new March on Washington—

For the New Congress Session

—opening in January.

Such a March on Washington could demand that an anti-lynching
bill be put on top of the legislative agenda.

It could demand that the Constitution be enforced by refusing to
seat the senators and congressmen from the state of Mississippi, as long
as citizens are deprived of their rights in that state.

It could demand, from the leaders of hoth parties in Washington,
ironclad pledges of civil-rights planks in their platforms, with teeth.

It could demand that the federal government, through its Depart-
ment of Justice, intervene in the South to punish the racist assassins,
kidnappers and violators of federal law protected by the states.

A Beginning Has to Be Made

—with the above four suggestions from the same Powell program. We
are not suggesting it is complete. We are sure that a real March on
Washington movement would work out a more thorough one. But it is
clear that there is more than enough to start. .

A start must be made by Negro and labor organizations toward
opening an offensive against the racist terror in the South.

On all sides, it is openly announced that both major parties have
determined to wink their eyes at the plight of the Negro people, as is
documented in the column to the right.

Their minds will not be changed by protest rallies only.

One of the Biggest Victories

—ever gained for civil rights—the wartime FEPC—was won only and
solely because a March on Washington movement gathered under the
leadership of A. Philip Randolph and threw the fear of the lord into
the Roosevelt-administration.

It is history now that Franklin D. Roosevelt argued the movement
into calling off the March at the price of granting the new FEPC setup.
The threat dloné won it, when backed up by massive preparations.

It looks to us as if only such a March on Washington—such a one
as was then under organization, and such a one as will not be called
off—can exercise the massive pressure required immediately to come
to the aid of the embattled Negro people of the South.

Nothing Else Can Do It Now

—1hat has been proposed by anyone. No one has suggested a reason-
able alternative that has meaning now. Meanwhile Negro leaders are
being murdered in cold blood by Tacist terrorists.

The anti-discrimination bodies of the new united labor movement,
Negro labor and white labor, genuine democrats and liberals, spear-

headed by organizations like the militant NAACP which is on the battle-.
line, should make immediate plans for a March on Washington! o

AT THE AFL-CIO CONVENTION
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Both Parties Have
Turned Their Backs
On the Negro Fight

By BERNARD CRAMER
Both the Demoeratic Party and

the Republican Party — including:

the so-called liberal blocs within
both—have after due deliberation
decided to abandon the Negroes to
the Southern racists who are war-
ring on them with methods of as-
sassination,
fiery crosses.
This is the cold, objective truth
of the matter, and it is now au-

economic ruin -and -

thoritatively admitted beyond any"

doubt, and anyone who tells the
Negro people to look for help to
either of these old parties is not
doing them any good.

Let’s look at some required read-

ing on this subject to get the basic
facts. We are going to quote.
. "WASHINGTON, Dec.
prospect for any major congres-
sional struggle next year over civil
rights or the Taft-Hartley Labor
Act has declined almost to the
vanishing point.

“Inquiry indicated today that
both issues . . . are likely to lie all
but inert in the congressional ses-
sion opening Jan. 3.

"It is even possible that they will
not reach the floor of either House
for serious debate.""—Times, Dec.
4, by Wm. S. White.

How does this come about just
when the most violent attack is un-
der way against the rights and
lives of Southern Negroes—this in

3—The

a Washington which is supposed :

to be crawling with “friends of
civil rights” ? Where are all the lib-

erals who are supposed to be such :
staunch defenders of Negro rights, .

and who (with the exception of
Lehman) -have run away just ina

period when Negroes’ blood is be--

ing spilled as savagely in the South
as if they were pariahs?
What is the “practical politics”
behind this?
{Coatinued on page 7)

SEE ALSO

Page 8—The Amazing Public Con-
spiracy of the Southern Racists,
Page 5—The Georgia: Tech Affair.
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LABOR ACTION

.

By GORDON HASKELL

New York, Dec. 7

The American labor movement was united for the first time in its
gecent history in a dramatic and impressive session of the AFL and
CIO at the T1st Regimental Armory in New York.

e

The floor of the vast armory was packed with 1500 delegates to

the unity convention while some 4500 guests stuffed the galleries and

spilled over onto the floor despite the efforts of the guards at all en-

frances to admit only delegates.
Over 250 newspapermen from the
labor and bourgeois press were
present to record and .comment on
the proceedings, as well as high
platforms for TV and newsreel

gameramen.

' Although this unity convention pre-
fabricated in the meetings of the top
leaderships of the AFL and CIO, and
everyone present. knew that the conven-
tion itself was a formality with no like-
lihood that any of the internal conflicts
seething under the surface of the unity
would break out onto the floor—despite
all this, there was an air of dramatic
intensity and a feeling of historical por-
tent about the meeting.

".This was in marked contrast to the
deadly dullness of the brief separate
AFL ‘and CIO conventions which pre-
ceded the united one. There everyone
felt, that what was involved was a for-
malization of the death of the old or-
ganizations, while here is a formaliza-
tion of the birth of a new one,

The “new” labor movement in Amer-
ica starts off with a lot of old ideas,
which is inevitable. But the atmosphere
around the convention belies any fears
ane might have that all that is going on
here is 'a consolidation of the strength
of everything conservative in the Ameri-
¢an labor movement,

{ The fact is that, to the extent that
“mood™ means anything, it Is the stand-
patters: along with the racketeers who
qre.worried and distressed by the unity,
whle the more progressive elements are
discussing just how and when they are

‘ going to move against the racketeers,”

raiders dnd racists.

- One little inkling of the way the wind
will blow for the most discreditable un-
ion leaders was given when Dave Beck's
bold move to throw his whole raidng
machine into the new Industrial Union
Council of the united federation was re-
buffed by a united front of the former
CIO leaders and Meany, who dragged
the rest of the AFL leaders along behind
them, leaving Beck in squalid isolation.

®

THE SPECTER

'_ One of the most heartening features
of the convention, for soeialists, was the
concerted,. all-sided and unrelenting at-
tack on the theory of the class struggle
which highlighted its opening sessions.
»We-call this heartening, because it dem-
emlﬂlied that if ever there was a.
spectre-haunted gathering which sought
by bold words and fervent incantations
to exorcize the brooding spirit in Hs
midst, this is it.

" How deadly it would have been if the
American labor movement, or even its
leadership, were so convinced that the
class struggle on the industrial and po-
litical fronts was a thing of the past
that they did not even bother to mention
it!

4 The attack started with the opening
speech of the convention which was de-
livered by Cardinal Spellman in the
guise of an invocation. After a few ritu-
alistic phrases to give his speech the
form of a prayer, he went straight to the
point of an attack on Stalinism and so-
eialism, and to urging a policy of hard-
bitten class-collaboration on the new la-
bor movement.

' +Since prayers are subject neither to
debate nor demonstration (cheering or
booing) Spellman could no doubt feel
safe'in the conviction that no one would
pliblicly resurrect from its resting place
the. memory of Spellman’s own little
sally into the arena of labor-manayement
relations. Perhaps only in the bowed
heads of the representatives of the
-grave-diggers union lurked the picture
of the scabs recruited and herded to work
through their picket line by this same
Spellman seven years ago.

. #"The vepresentative of the world’s

strongest spiritual power having opened
fhe attack, he was quickly followed: by

the ‘representative of the world’s strong--

‘ate” Labor

L]
est temporal power, the president of the
United States.

This noted expert on world history and
social analysis took the occasion of his
first public address since his heart attack
to enlighten the assembled labor leaders
on the origin and history of "the class
struggle doctrine.”

“The clags-strugzle doctrine of Marx,”
President Eisenhower told them, “was
the invention of a lonely refugee secrib-
bling in a ‘dark recess of the British

“Museum. He abhorred and detested the

great middle class. He did not foresee
that, in America, labor, respected and
prosperous, would constitute—with the
farmer and the business man—his hated
middle class. But our second principle,
the mutual interest of employer and em-
ployee—is the natural outgrowth of
teamwork of progress, characteristic of
the American economy where the bar-
riers of class do not exist.”

Leaving the product of his researches
into the life and times of Marx for reve-
lation at some other occasion, President
Eisenhower then turned to his main
theme: that the united labor movement
should point the American Way for the
workers of -all other lands to follow. He
summarized his speech:

“In the world struggle some of the
finest weapons for all Americans are
these three simple tenets of free labor.
They are again: man is created in the
Divine Image and has spiritual aspira-
tions; second, the real interests of em-
ployers and -employees are mutual; third,
unions- and =employers cany and should
work out:their own destinies, As we ap-
preciate and practice that message with-
out cease we will wage a triumphant
crusade for prosperity, freedom and
peace among men."”

v

,ﬂaunted by ;tlte (Iass S truggle

The delegates rose and cheered after
Eisenhower’s voice stopped on the loud-
speakers. But while clapping vigorously
on the podium, James Carey of the elec-
trical workers hatd a preoccupied look, as
did a number -of the auto union leaders.
Wondering, no doubt, how things are go-
ing in the realm of class peace and mu-
tual collaboration at Westinghouse and
Kohler.

POLITICS

Aside from general expressions of a
desire for peaceful forms of elass strug-
gle and for a recognition of real mutual-
ity of interests by the employers which
are ideological stock-in-trade in the
American labor movement, speakers at

. the opening sessions of the unity con-

vention kept harping on the theme of
labor politics, of a laber party.

True, as with the general idea -of the
class struggle, all who spoke on the
theme of labor politics did so to reject
the idea of a labor party. But one could
not help asking oneself: since no one at
this convention was proposing the for-
mation of a labor party, since there was
no groundswell movement for it, why the
pains by so many authoritative speakers
to attack and repudiate. it?

Of course, there has been a good deal
of grumbling and mumbling from the
conservatives about the political danger
of labor unity, which boils down in its
more extreme forms to the political dan-
ger of a labor party. Labor leaders have
been at some pains to assure these con-
servative ' crities that their concern is
completely without foundations.

But ~anyone siftting in the armory on
34th Street and looking over the vast as-
semblage, and bearing in mind the mighty
body of workers which stands behind them
could not help but recognize the encrmous
political . potential this labor movement
represents. What political party in' Amer-
ica has 15,000,000 dues-paying members?

The opening speeches by Reuther and
Meany -were as politcal. as they were
trade-unionist. Meany spent a good
quarter of his time not just on “politi-
cal” questions in general, but on the
most exclusively political of them all,
foreign policy.

Yet, toward the end of his speech, he
said:

“They are worried now about a lab_or.
party. Well, T don’t see any sentiment
for a labor party, and I don’t see any
sentiment for labor to take over ome of
the existing. parties. That is a new one
now, that we are going to take over one -
of the existing parties. Well, I know this,
that we have a right and a duty to meet
those who are opposed to us wherever
they present the challenge.”

Come to think of it, that is about. as

unconvincing and amblo"uous a repudia-—

tion of a labor party, or of a drive by
labor to take over one of the existing
parties, as one could imagine. Meany
says: no one here is for a labor party;
no one is for taking over the Democratic
Party. But we'll fight our enemies whel-
ever they challenge us.

Everyone knows that the labor move-
ment is being challenged from inside
both parties. Meany made this perfeectly
clear when he said that “the legislative
trend in the last eight years has been
backward and not forward.” That takes
in five or at the very least three years:of
Democratic rule!

®

QUILL'S ANTICS

There are all kinds of rumors floai®ng
around the eonvention about various con-
flicts under the surface. Since the unity
was achieved from on top, the struggles
are taking place at the top level, while
peace and harmony prevail on-the floor.

Although one should reim in one’s cred-
ulity on many of ‘the rumors, there is no
doubt that struggles are taking place
under the surface. It would be a blue-
eyed miracle if they were not.

The only surface “struggle” is between
Mike Quill of the' United Transport
Workers -and the unity itself. Quill has
attacked the unity on every basis of
principle which one might take up; It
does not guarantee azi. end . to race:. dis-
crimination; it does not provide effective
machinery against the racketeers; -it
does not afford certain protection against
raiding; he is for a principled. unity, ete.,
etc. He is going to convene his executive
board to sit during this convention, and
eventually will submit the issue of
whether or not his union will be a party
to the unity to his members in a referen-
dum,

Although there is a good.deal of truth
in everything Quill says about the united.
organization,. no -one takes it seriously;
because no one in the labor movement
takes Quill seriously. He has a record: as.

=

a consistent four-flushing phony, and his.

antics around the unity gquestion simply
help to confirm it.

Beck Squirms Under Charges |

By BEN HALL

Television audiences watched Dave
Beck, president of the Teamsters Union,
squirm uncomfortably under the probing
questions of newspaper reporters on the
GBS program “Face the - Nation” No-
vember 6. The International Teamster,
union magazine, dutifully reports his
performance; just as dutifully and even
more - wisely - refraing from telling its
readers what he was asked and how he
replied.

. Other .union leaders must have fidgeted
too, as they heard Beck duck, dodge,
evade and. explsin away corruption in
his union. For Beck enters with them
into the united labor movement, and if
any union must be cleaned up, it is his,

Last week, a subcommittee of the Sen-
Committee heard Marvin
Zalk, administrator of four New Jersey
truckers welfare funds, admit that he
had received $11,000 in “‘commissions”
from an insurance company to supple-
ment his $10,000 yearly union fund sal-
ary. But this incident occurred too late
for .comment by Beck.

Some days later, in the December
Readers Digest, Lester Velie made
charges against the Teamsters’ Vice-
President James Hoffa, a man who help-
ed elect Beck into the presidency in re-
turn for his own elevation into a vice-
presidency. The charges:
¢ Hoffa has private business relations
with bosses who deal with the Teamsters.
One of Michigan's biggest trucking firms
formed a company to rent out hauling
equipment. -Profits went to Hoffa's wife,
o Hoffa used strong-arm methods to
keep crooks in control of Teamster locals
in Joplin, Mo. and Pontiac, Mich. The
lead pipe served as an important auxili-
ary -argument- in all disputes. He beat

_one ..oppositionist . oxer. the back with
-chains and threatened to kill-another. .
@ “He - and’ his aides accepted - large:. "

-mob.”

“loans” from employers which were
never repaid.

e He tried to get a Teamsters charter in
New York for a racketeer, Johnny Dio.
e One of his chief aides is Paul Dorf-
man, “one-time associate of the Capone
Hoffa has channeled. Teamster
welfare funds to a firm owned by Dorf-
man who has received enormous commis-
sion checks: $101,0600.

¢ Velie asks in eonclusion, “Do the Ca-
pones have their hooks in the Teamsters?
Is Paul Dorfman the conduit through
which a piece of the regional Teamsters
welfare-fund insurance controlled by
Hofta flows to the Chicago underworld?”

APOLOGIST FOR CROOKS

Reporters on the “Face the Nation”
program tried to pin down Beck, refer-
ring to specific incidents known to them
and to charges made by Velie in a pre-
vious article in the November Readers
Digest.

In reply to one series of questions, Beck:
reveals himself as a delibérate apologist

-for the crooks that infest his, union. We

quote in’ full froln the official text of the
interview:

“Q: Mr. Beck, what about the situation
out in Minneapolis where a convicted

labor racketeer named Gerry Connelly .

has been reinstated in the union against
the wishes of the local people on orders
from the International?

“BECK: Well, of course, that, Mr. Mol-
lenhoff [reporter for Des Moines Regis-
ter and Tribune], is not the. exact truth.

“Q: He was convicted was he not?

“BECK: I think he was convicted at
one time.

“Q: Bentenced to pay a $2,000 fine
about.3 or 4 months ago?

“BECK : I think-that's right.

“Q: He has been reinstated, hasn’t.he?. -
“Beck: He: hzs. been reinstated by. a.
trustee, Now; Mr.- Mollenhoff; if -you-willk: . .

ask the question, I will try to answer it.
He was -reinstated by a trustee. Under
our constitution;” we appoint a trustee
and that trustee has the full:authority to
make decisions. In the instance of Mr.
Connelly, there were four others who
were under indictment for the same
charge. So, in my opinion, the trustee
exercised the -decision that he :should
either remove all four of the others or
not remove Connelly. So, he restored
Connelly and-now-all of them are under
trial in the court, federal.court in Min-
neapolis-and a decision will be rendered.

“Q: That's on another charge, though,
isn’t it? He was convicted on one charge,
and isn’t it a fact that part of the time
a trustee went in there, that the Inter-
national had ordered this convicted-labor
racketeer put back in office?

“BEcK: No, that is not right at, all.
The International never ordered “him to
be returned to.office. All the Internation-
al did was name a.trustee and .a trustee
restored him_to office as a business rep-
resentative. The International did not or-
der it, Mr. Mollenhoff.”

LAME STORY

Later in the interview, Beck explains in
a little greater detail how the elusive
trustee happened-fo restore a crook to”
office:

“BECK: I appointed two trustees. The
first one I appointed removed Mr. Con-
nelly from office. I did not interfere with -
his removal in any way, shape or man-
ner, Then, because of a tremendous
amount of work, it was necessary to
change the trustees The second trustee
that went in,. because Connelly and four
others were under indictment, then he
put him back i in office as a business rep-
resentative. ...

In another exchange, Beck admits that
the Internat:onal Longshoremans Asso— ;

* [Continved on ue:#mel
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Wage Demands vs. ‘Responsibility’

By OWEN ROBERTS

London, Nov. 30

Riding two horses at the same time is a comparatively simple feat
for a skilled circus performer. The horses run alongside each other
while the performer stands astride them, placing a foot on the back of
each. The essential thing is that the horses maintain the same speed
and keep traveling in the same direction; should the horses decide to
part company, then the rider takes a tumble.

Many of the leaders of British
trade unions find themselves in
such. a position today. For years
they have managed to ride two
horses with a certain amount of
skill, but it now looks as if the
horses are about to part company and
the trade-union leaders must choose one
horse or the other, or else tumble into the
sawdust and risk being trampled upon
by both horses.

An indication of the difficulties now
confronting these two-horse men came
when the General Council of -the Trades.
Union Congress last week issued a
lengthy document on the economic situa-
tion in Britain, with particular reference
to the recent autumn budget.

The most important section of the docu-
ment dealt with woges., It pointed out
that workers were aware, through their
own personal experiences, that wage in-
creases in the past fifteen years had been
largely: canceled out by rises im ‘prices,
thereby leaving the workers litHe better
off than before. The answer to this situa-
tion, said the TUC leadership, was that
wage increases must keep in line with in-
creases in output; if this'was not done the
result would be unemployment.

“Hvery trade-unionist, and indeed
every member of the community, has the
responsibility of helping to overcome the
country’s economic problems, Trade-
unionists should be partieulaily .con-
scious of that responsibility, as the pres-
ervation of full employment is bound up
with the solution of those problems.”

In ealling for a “responsible” attitude
on the part of trade unions the 33 mem-
bers of the TUC General Council were
doing two things. First, they were at-
tempting to dampen down the enthusi-
asm which is now being broadly dis-
played for an all-out wage offensive
against the employers — enthusiasm
which has found an echo in the House of
Commons from such seemingly incom-
patible sources as Hugh Gaitskell and
Aneurin Bevan.

- Secondly, the memb@rs of the.General
Council apparently overlooked the fact
that about 7 million werkers in Britain
are at the moment negotiating for higher
wages or are in the process of lodging
a claim for them—and many of the un-
jons seeking these wage increases are
powerful pillars of the TUC General
Council. Miners, railroad. workers and

engineers are displaying a particularly
keen determination to step up their
wages, and leaders of these unions are
among some of the most vocal and active
members of the TUC General Council.

How many of the-leaders of unions
now seeking higher wages opposed the
TUC's document when it was debated on
the General Council is not known, but
few of them could have ‘done so or else
the document would never have seen the
light of day in the public press.

Viewing this glaring contradiction one
may come to the conclusion that leaders
of unions now seeking rises adopted the
TUC document with a tongue very firmly
tucked in the cheek and under the firm
impression that it applied to every other
union exeept their own. But this is too
infantile an explanation, for the union
leaders concerned are experienced enouigh
to realize that such a poliey is too trans-
parent to be of any value.

This leaves the conclusion that the
trade.union leaders ore making one final
bid to prolong their two-horse circus acth.
They can feel the horses pulling in oppo-
site directions and are making a supreme
effort to open their legs wider In an en-
deavor to maintain balance in a very
tricky situation.

Such a performance cannot last much
longer. The government clearly wants
the trade unions to show exdctly where
they stand, and it wants their full sup-
port for a policy of going easy on wage
demands. At the same time the workers
have reacted violently to the latest Tory
budget and are pushing hard for further
increases in wages,

It is between these two horses that the
union leaders must now choose, and their
ultimate choice is not yet clearly de-
fined. The Liberal Manchester Guardian
said in. an editorial comment on the
TUC's document: “Interpretation of the
council’s statement may permit of dif-
fering degrees of emphasis,” and this is
just about as accurate a summing up as
any. But -meanwhile the horses are mov-
ing further and further apart and the
time is fast arriving when a choice will
have to be made between one or other of
them-—or violent contact with the saw-
dust ring and a pounding from the hoofs
of both.

®

In politeal circles speculation is still

rife concerning the future of Clement

~ Riding Two Horses—How Long?

Attlee and the next leader of the Labor
Party., For what it is worth circles “in
the know” are now saying that Attlee
will turn in his leadership within the
next fourteen days and that an election
for his position will take place before
the Christmas recess of Parliament.
Tagged on to this tidbit is the opinion
that Attlee will find a place in the New
Year Honors List; in other words he will
be given a seat in the House of Lords
and will lead the Labor forces in this
aristocratic debating chamber.

Such a situation is not improbable. It
is well known that the Labor Party is
concerned with the rather feeble per-
formances of the Labor peers in the
House of Lords and would like the op-
portunity to gee them up a little. Attlee,
although he will be 73 in January, could
undoubtedly do a little geeing up.

But all the statements concerning Att-
lee’s future are speculation; no official

pronouncement has yet been made, and- .
this is causing some impatience among ' -
members of the Parliamentary Lahor
Party. There are indications that the
rivalry between Gaitskell and Morrison -
for the position of party leader is beconi-
ing a little tiresome, and there are also =~
rumors that Bevan has been taking ads
vantage of the situation to improve-his
w leadership stakes. - T ;
After the Margate conference iwo = -
months ago Bevar was reduced to -the ;
role of outsider by those offering odds i
on the leadership stakes; rumor has it tha# :
the odds against Bevan have now been re-.
duced considerably. While no one would
tip Bevan as the winner there are not:&
few who now see him as having sufficiently i
good backing o upset the calculations of )
the supperters of the two main candi:
dates, Morrison and Gaitskell. Some evemr -
go so far as to say that Bevan now stends
a sporting chance of receiving the consds
lation prize in the shape of deputy leader.
But again, this is pure speculation ang@
not a statement of fact. Like the current
rumors coneerning Attlee’s future it'is
repeated here for what it is worth. Tt
may not be true, but at least it is an int :
dication of what is currently being whiss
pered around in the inner sanctums of
the Parliamentary Labor Party. ¥

By H. D.

It must have taken a stroke of genius,
but Secretary of State Dulles had it in
him.

The problem was: how to counter -the
propaganda campaign. being carried on by
Moscow’s traveling salesmen, Khrushchev
and Bulganin, in Indie and Burma, as they
made speeches demagogically attacking
the rival imperialism of the Western camp.

Dulles had a number of choices, after
all. When the Stalinist dictators talked
of how Britain and France followed their
Munich policy of “siccing” Hitler Ger-
many against Russia (an indubitable
historical fact), Dulles could have come
back with the equally indisputable fact
that it was Russia which wound up as
an-ally of this-same Hitler Germany,
after the infamous Stalin-Nazi pact
which gave the green light to World
War II.

While it would _be a case of the pot
calling the kettle black, still at least
truth would be served all around.

When Khrushchev and Bulganin
charged that the Atlantic powers were
preparing Germany for a new world war
(a fact that everyone knows), Dulles
could have come back with the equally
well-known fact that Russia was just as
feverishly putting itself and its satel-
lites on a war footing—for example, ex-
ploding H-bombs even as the two sales-
men were talking “peace” on their tour.

When the two Moscow wmouthpieces

Beck Squirms Under Charges — —

{Continued from-page 2}

ciation, which has just signed a mutual-
aid pact with the Teamsters, remains as
corrupt today as the day it was expelled
from thes AFL, William H. Lawrence of
the Times asked Beck if he thought that
the ILA had purged itself of racketeers.
Beck replied, “No, Mr. Lawrence, I have
not taken any recognition of that part
of it. All I know is that they are operat-
ing under an election that they won un-
der the auspices of the national govern-
ment.”

Beck promises vaguely that his Inter-

national will-act against racketeers only
when they-are duly:convicted in court.
He will not, then, take the initiative in
cleaning up his union but will await ac-
tion by government authorities.

But apparently powerful figures in gov-
ernmenf have their own reasons for over-
looking Teamster corruption. When hear-
ings .of a House committee into the affairs
of James Hoffa were abruptly terminated.
one of its members, Wint Smith (R.) of
Kansas said: "Pressure came from so high
that | can't even discuss it."” Drew Pearson
charged that the decision to by-pass Hoffa
was part of a deal to get-his support fc:r
Republican Senator Homer Ferguson in his
vain 1952 campaign for re-election.

In his December Digest article, Velie
maintains, “The Teamsters. had ap-
proached key figures in the trucking in-
dustry to urge Republican Party leaders
to” end” the hearings.” Beck “himself” re-

vealed that in 1948 and 1952 he voted for
Republican presidential. candidates Dew-
ey and Eisenhower. True or not, the Re-
publican Party will think twice before
moving against one of its few possible
allies in the labor movement.

But Beck’s promise to act after legal
conviction of erooks is hedged about with
all kinds of qualifications. “Now, I as-
sure you,” he told reporters prodding
him for a reply, “when those trials are
over, whether it is in Mississippi or any-
where else, and it comes then to the at-
tention of ,the International Union on
convictions having been secured, if so, by
conmipetent authority, this International
Union will immediately act.”

If...if...if...notexactly a ring-
ing call to rout gangsterism!
ILL AT EASE

Meanwhile, the CIO and AFL merge.
Its constitution gives the ruling body of
the new federation powers to investigate
corruption in its affiliates and to recom-
mend action against it by conventions.

Teamster officials feel somewhat ill at
ease. On the eve of the merger they ral-
lied their forces at a testimonial dinner
for Dave Beck ander the auspices of New
York Teamsters Joint Council No. 16. Mar-
#in Lacey, council president, expressed the
prevailing moed in leading teamster cir-
cles: "We at the Joint Council and local
union levels are far from clear as to what
is expected of us in the merger, but we
look ‘forward with-enthusiasm te the close

s

cooperation of our International Union.”

His “enthusiasm” flows forth not for
the merger but for solidarity with the
leading officials of his own union. They
will hang tightly together in order to
hold on to everything they’ve got.

At the same dinner, George Meany
doffed -his hat to Beck, “He and the In-
ternational Brotherhood of Teamsters
have played a tremendous part in the
long record of achievement of organized
labor during the last century.” Such a
tribute is possible only in the honeymoon
first days of labor unity when the imme-
diate task is to consummate and cement
the merger.

But the bare facts remain. The official-
dom of the Teamsters Union, strongly
entrenched in power and backed by a
ruthless machine, obviously intends to do
nothing. to clean out racketeering in its
ranks. It has powerful allies in the Dem-
ocratic and Republican Parties, powerful
enough to shield them from the law. It
has powerful allies within the labor
movement; not only their publicity-shun-
ning similars in local AFL federations
but a formal alliance with three other
unions, the International Union of Oper-
ating Engineers, the Hodearriers, and
the Carpenters. -

It will not be easy to break the power
of corruption where it has fastened its
hold; the fight against it will be long and
hard. But it will not be smothered to
death under. perfumed flowers flung at
Beck, - ' :

Dulles and Goa——
Stroke of Genius

“y =t ]

£
charged the accompanying press cor_rééa" L
pondents with distortion and biase
news, Dulles could have come back wit
an exposé of the utter hypocrisy of this
complaint by despots who kept their own = -
press in line with an occasional bullek
into the brain of deviationist editors. ~{ - .
But Dulles did none of these eagy
things. T
Instead he and- his advisors obviousis
searched assiduously for the most spécs
tacular way of proving that everything:
the Kremlin tourists were saying was
true. i
This was no easy task. For example, .
he could have gorie out of his way to
defend the Munich sellout—but this, afs
ter all, was water under the bridge,.and
perhaps some. people. in India might. no
have gotten the point. i
He might have made an indignant t
ply that the new German army set uﬁ
under NATO was a guaranteed-puré-
and-peaceful instrument of angelic goods. -
will toward men, and that its Iron Crossy - "

E

-the Prussian, symbol of militarism, was.

now as noble a symbol of the highe¥
morality as the dollar sign itself, X

But a mere whitewash of German
militarism, which is undergoing a re= - |
birth under Adenauer and NATO, mighé.
not have been sufficiently meaningful tq-
India’s millions. )

It took uncanny skill to hit on the righ#
note, but Dulles did it. The Indian masses -
may not be altogether clear on many Eu-
ropean affairs, but the one thing they da.
know is the meaning of foreign imperiald
ists on their own land. It was only yesters
day that they got rid of the main foreigd -
invader, England. ' i

So it was guaranteed that they would o
understand everything needful about
Portugal’s continued usurpation of Iny, =
dian territory in its little colony of Goz .
on their coast. Wi

Hence, point 1 in the method of Dulleg
triumph: Of all of Khrushchev's jibes}
choose as the one to answer his attack
on_Portuguese retention of Gow. =~ |1

Point 2: Line up with Portugal by 7é<
ferring to this “Portuguese province” ad-
if it really belonged to this NATO pared
ner of yours. M

Pt_)_int 3: Take your stand with Portus
gai . the most pointed way, mmlyl‘b"q
issuing your statement jointly with dicy
tator Salazar's ambassador, lest anyond:
think you had o standoffish attitude fos
ward this friend of yours just becaia
he runs a fascist regime. E

What all this achieves is evident..If
such a thing was done on any lessew
scale, some people might just think it
was simply a honer, blunder, bungle c#
booboo. When it attains such massivé
and statuesque proportions, however—
and is moreover carefully exhibited at &
press conference afterward, in addition
;then the fxplanation of simple stupida
ity ceases to satisfy. It is n TG
“mistake.” ¥ = longer.ﬁ.

It is simply an over-dramatization of -
th_e'essence of reactionary U. S. foreigf;‘
policy, which hurries to the defense .o®
even fascist dictators who are milita;
allies, and takes the side of colonial
m preference to any hint of a dem

cratic foreign policy.




Assorted xperts on Titoism at Work

.By PHILIP COBEN

* -Yugoslav Observer is a new quarterly
launched by the Yugoslav émigrés in the
U, 8. (“Free Yugosiav Information Cen-
ter” with an address in Michigan), as a
_counterweight to Tito’s English lan-
‘guage propaganda organs. We are in re-
.ceipt of the first number, and sadly re-
port that it is just about what you might
expect from these people.

It is, of course, anti-Titoism fromthe
standpoint of the old regime. The main
note is that Tito is no good because he
eannot be a reliable ally for the West in
the anti-Communist cause. This includes
the note (sounded in the lead article)
that “Tito was never a renegade from
‘the true Communist ideology.” This is
guaranteed to be no-end impressive to all
Yugoslavs—in Washington, D. C.

- Aforesaid lead article is by the S. Yo-
vanovic who is the chairman of the “Yu-
goslav’ National Committee” in London.

"“Second article in the issue trots forward
the head of the Yugoslav Socialist Party-
in-exile, Dr. Zivko Topalovie. -

There. is not a socialist word or phrase
in the whole piece. Every sentence could
have been written by a monarchist. Its
main argument is explicitly that Yugo-
.slavia cannot be considered secure unless
.and until it gets into NATO as well as
‘info a couple of other military alliances
[ltaly and the Balkans).

This “socialist”—he must be a “social-
ist,” for otherwise would he be accepted
by the Socialist International as a rep-
resentative of an affiliated party? let us
not answer that too hastily—this “social-
ist” devotes himself to a big discussion,
#mong other things, about how a demo-
¢ratic' Yugoslavia would agree to defend
‘the Istrian gate against “the penetra-
tion of the conquering armies into Italy,”
and not simply seek to defend Yugo-
slavia from the strongholds of the Bos-
nian Mountains. 1

" Furthermore, gloats this “socialist,”
Tito. has exposed himself because it is-
now clear that Yugoslavxa—

“siirely’ will never join the Western
bloc. This regime will fight against the
use of its military power or of the Yugo-
slav ‘territory in the service of anti-

viet aims....”

i'The. next article, by Dr. Ilya Sumenko-
vic (described as “outstanding leader of
the Yugoslav Democratic Party”), is a
fitting commentary on the collaboration
of “socialist” Topalovie. This doctor re-
veals: that Tito is not really a nationalist
" at all, but'rather a . . . socialist. This
last he ‘demonstrates triumphantly by
quotations from Tito himself! See?

What ‘stands out about thig crew—it
wells "out of every paragraph—is that
all of them, from the “socialist” to the
gentlemari ‘who heaps praises on King
Alexander I, look forward only to com-
ing-back to power on the gun-carriages
of -a Western capitalist army.

o ®
. Of course, up to now these same
émigré polltlclans have had a different
English- language outlet, at least occa-
sionally. That is the New Leader, whose
leading Yugoslav “expert” has usually
been Bogdan Raditsa. Raditsa for years
was a Man of Distinetion: he was one of
the ‘few living organisms who insisted
that Tito never really broke with Mos-
cow at all, nor vice-versa.

Not too long ago Raditsa gave signs
of having made a slight modification in
this analysis. He started writing that
Tito was going back to the Moscow alli-
ance: a formulation which would mean
to gullible people that a split had taken
place at some point or other, probably
behind Raditsa’s back.

At any rate, more recently Raditsa has
had competition at the Rand School. A
different brand of noncompoopery took
over, and in the Oct. 31 issue of this
bulwark of Western civilization, Raditsa
protests wgmously against a precedmg
two-article series in the magazme by
Paul Willen, described as “a rising
young specialist on Soviet affairs.”

Willen’s articles had contended that
Tito is not going back to satellite status
or “subservience to.the Soviets,” which
is indubitably true; but for our money,
he had himself a.chleved something of a
elassic (of & type the very opposite of
Raditsa’s) with the closing paragraph of
his first article.

There we learn from this rising young
specialist that “the general drift of Yu-
goslavia internal policy over the past

- five yearg reflects a far greater influence

© of John Dewey and John Mill than of -
Marx, Lenin or Stalin.” (This after the

- Djilas purge)

« And in Yugoslavia, where he sawit all

with his' own eyes and heard it. with his

© of-Wheat.

own ears, this voung specialist, who has
obviously Risen quite a bit, reports: *I
heard American industrial relations—
particularly the Guaranteed Annual
Wage—held up as a model of progressive
social thinking by prominent Yugoslav
Communists. Most surprising of all, I
heard the British trade unions criticized
for clinging to old conceptionsg of class
struggle and American trade unions
praised for rising above these concep-
tions toward a more responsible and
management-oriented view. Without even
free trade unions, it is doubtful that the
Yugoslavs can implement the progres-
sive industrial relations they praise in
the U. 8.; yet it is interesting that it is
to the U, S. that they are presently look-
ing for new and fresh developments in
this field."”

One sees that this rising young spe-
cialist is not of the opinion that J. Dewey
and J. Mill have as yet freed the Titoist
trade unions, which are still instruments
of the totalitarian state against the
workers; therefore he is “surprised” to
find that these totalitarian “unions”
praise the management-oriented view,
which is so “progressive” in the U. 8,

and that they have a distaste for the -

class struggle, which naturally could be
directed only against the totalitarian
“management.” . . . It is clear why this
young man is Rising.

®

CEREAL STORY

But let no one think that Americans
have a monopoly on this sort of thing.
Earlier this year an English tourist,
Hallam Tennyson, published a book Tito
Lifts the Curtain. We haven’t read it,
but there is a little pearl in it, to judge
by an excerpt accidentally quoted in the
London T'ribune.

Quite in passing, Tennyson refers to
the Titoist political system as “totali-
tarianism imposed by persuasion rather
than fear. . . .” Turn those seven words
over in your mind and savor them. Sla-
very is freedom, and the Yugoslav peo-
ple have permitted the gag over their
mouths because they are convinced they
like it that way, not because of the knife
at their throats.

But let no one think that this inoffen-
sive and kind-hearted Enghshman is a
Titoist whltgwasher' he is a sincere and
honest person whose only drawback is
that his skull is filled with pure Cream-
And that’s his democratic
right.

BOOKS AND IDEAS

Joll Second lnfernahonal

Bad Illstory, Worse Politics

s
JAMES JOLL: THE SECOND INTERNA-

TIONAL, IN?-HH.—Weidenfeld and Nic-
olson, London, 1955.

A -~

By VICTOR HOWARD

Names like Bebel and Jaurés, dates

like August the 4th, and places such as
Basel and Stuttgart are only dim echoes
to younger generations of socialists. Yet
it is only by understanding the era rep-
resented by these symbols that we can
comprehend the state of the working-
class movement today.
» Histories of the Second International
as such are few; one who wants to un-
derstand the period at all is compelled to
harvest- his information from scattered
biographies and autobiographies, his-
tories of individual parties, and polemi-
cal documents.

A gooed history of the Second Interna-
tional would well serve those who lack
the leisure for this exploration, but James
Joll's opus is not it.

As a bourgeois English patriot out of
sympathy with the aims of socialism, and
an Oxford Fellow- to boot, he scarcely
understands the importance of the theo-
retical conflicts which racked the pre-
war socialist movement. The domination
of the Comintern by the dead hand of the
Russian bureaucracy is equated by him
with the position of the German SDP in
the Second International. This situation
was most ‘“unfortunate,” he finds, be-
cause it retarded “the development of a
specifically French Socialism, excluding
some of the ablest men in the Third Re-
public from office for many years.”

The British Labor Party is fortunate,
Joll belieyes, “in that the concept of the
class struggle has rarely been applicable
to day-to-day English political life.” In
fact, he adds, there was in Britain “little
sign of the class struggle.” (Not even in
1926, apparently.)

His exalted opinion of his own ruling
class is also revealed in his remark that
“Jaures . . . was far more ready to at-
tribute peaceful intentions to the Liberal
government in Britain than were the
Germans (with the honorable exception
of Eduard Bernstein).” Sinee it soon be-
came perfectly clear that the intentions
of the Lloyd George government were
anything but peaceable, we can see the
basis of Joll's praise of the German re-
visionist.

Another corker is Joll's conclusion
that the German SDP could not have re-

Labor and Civil Rights in the South

e The Mississippi Federation of Labor
last month gave a rousing ovation at its
convention to Rev. L. J. Twomey when he

told them:

“I am a Southerner, but no United
States Senator who states that the de-
cision handed down by the United States
Supreme Court regarding segregation is
desecrating Southern tradition is speak-
ing for me.y

Talking about the Emmett Till murder
case, Father Twomey, director of New
Orleans Loyola University Industrial
Relations Institute, stressed that “the
actions of the people in Mississippi are
flashed across the world to the Commu-
nists and they use our actions as clubs
to beat us over the head.”

Asserting that “non-whites hold the

balance of power in the world,” the Cath-
olic priest said: *Unless we do away
with racial prejudices, we are lost. We
in the labor unions must organize and
show them that the little people of the
United States have rights.”
e State CIO Council conventions in Ten-
nesses, Virginia and Texas have adopted
resolutions supporting the Supreme
Court decision and opposing plans to cre-
ate so-calied “private” school systems to
maintain segregation.

“e Both AFL and CIO summer schools in

the South this year included courses on
“Special Problems of the South,” stress-
ing the need for an effective civil rights
progam not only to. promote justice but
also to speed unionization of the South.
e A wildcat strike of CIO Rubber Work-
ers at the General Tire and Rubber plant
in Waco, Texas, to prevent the upgrad-
ing of a Negro tire-builder, was quickly
snuffed out when the local’s membership

.voted overwhelmingly to return to work
—with the Negro worker keeping his |

promotion. L
Labor unity, many of us feel, ~will
apeed these steps forward among umon-

ists in the South and in the North. The
AFL-CIO Committee on Civil Rights,
with Jim Carey as chairman, Boris
Shishkin as director, and George L-P
Weaver az exXecutive secretary, can he
expected to push for such progress vig-
orously.-

Here's the way Jim Carey puts it: “A
trade union brotherhood, no less than a
church, has absoclutely no logieal, moral
or ethical right to exclude any worker on
the grounds of race, creed, color, or na-
tional origin. In fact, a trade union has
less right than a church to maintain dis-
eriminatory policies, because an individ-
ual may, if he wishes, change churches,
but discrimination or exclusion by a un-
ion involves a man’'s livelihood, career
and economic status. The services ren-
dered by unions must always be made
available to all workers. We vigorously
intend to give full meaning and practice
to the AFL-CIO Constitutional declara-
tion that all workers, whatever their
race, creed, color or national origin, are
entitled to share in the full and equal
benefits of trade union organization.”

—HARRY FLEISCHMAN

(National Labor Service)

Orwell's personal account
of the Spanish Civil War

HOMAGE TO
CATALONIA .
by
George Orwell
$3.50 Order frem:

.LARBOR_ACTION -BOOK SERVICE
114 West 14 Sireet; Hw'.rl City

sisted the war even if they had desired
because “Where effective action against
military power was most likely to be re-
quired, that very power made it lmpos-
sible for effective action to be taken.”
There are more stupid remarks like this,
but why go on?

Joll aiso reveals his pedantry by quot-
ing at some length passages in German,
French, and Latin without translating
them, \

Yet the book iz not worthless. He
raises questions which some %ocialist
writers for factional reasons either ig-
nore or distort to fit their doctrine. For
instance, he deals with the difficult rela-
tions between the Austrian Socialist
Party and the subject nationalities of
the Hapsburg Empire.

Evervone can agree with Joll’s conclu-
sion that with the coming of the war,
its greatest test, “The life had gone cut
of the Second International, and it was
never to return.” There is something re-
markable also about the fact- that the
death of this movement which was once
inspired by the influence of Engels
should also coincide with the deaths of
three of its greatest figures in as many
countries: Auzust Bebel in 1913, Jean
Jaures in 1914, and Keir Hardie in 1915,
(No “great man” theories are here in-
tended.)

“The Socialist parties had become
ossified,” concludes Joll, “their leaders
indistinguishable from bourgeois politi-
cians, their officials no different from
bourgeois civil servants; and the col-
lapse in 1914 revealed the gap between
their Marxist words and their reformist
deeds.”

While this criticism could have come
from the pen of a Marxist, and often
has, the over-all view of Joll is that they
were not reformist enough. After all,
didn’t they commit the great error of
keeping “able men” out of cabinet posts
for many years?

h%metoﬂqdy‘

Ignazio  Silone, ‘the

well-known

Ttalian socialist and novelist, has accept-

ed our invitation to reply to Lucio Liber-
tini’s criticism of his role in the socialist
movement, which appeared in our Nov.
28 issue under the title, “The Case of
Ignazio Silone.” However, he writes, he
is now traveling and will not be able to
write his reply until his return to Rome
later in December.

Silone’s note, sent from Paris, says:

“Your letter of Nov. 25 was forwarded
to me here in Paris, where I have been
for several days. At the same time I re-
ceived three Iletters from American
iriends on the same subject and a letter
from a weekly which puts its colummns
at my disposal. But from here I have tc
go to Switzerland and perhaps to Ger-
many: so I lack the time to give an ade-
quate reply to all the far-ranging ques-
tions of doctrine, politics and psychology.
However, leaving aside insults to: which

- I never reply, I feel the duty to explain

my objective positions. So I will write a
reply to these different letters as soon
as I return to.- Rome, around December
20-!l

LaBor AcTiON will be happy to publish

it as soon zs received.

]
Y r
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The Georgia Tech Affair: A Partial

By MICHAEL HARRINGTON

In their desperate struggle to defend
Jim Crow, the racists of the South have
pushed for their lily-white principles in
every area of life, in schools, waiting-
rooms, buses, trains. The immediate con-
clusion of the most recent of their at-
tempts—this time involving foothall—
was satisfying enough; but the over-all
meaning of the incident is not so heart-
ening.

‘By dow, the facts should be well
known. Governor Griffin of Georgia at-
tempted to keep Georgia Tech from play-
ing in the Sugar Bowl against the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh because Pitt had a
reserve fullback, Bobby Grier, who is a
Negro. Immediately after the governor
publicized his stand, a mob of rioting
students from Tech hanged Griffin in
effigy and demanded their right to a bowl
game. Finally, the Georgia Board.of Re-

gents ruled that Tech should go on with
the game.

At the outset, it should be clear that
the motives of the Georgia Tech students
are probably more related to enthusiosm
for @ Bowl game than to opposition
cgainst Jim Crow. Nevertheless, they have
made it emphatically plain that they have
refused to toke "white supremacy” lock-
stock-and-barrel. In coming out against
racism, even to a limited extent, they have
separated themselves from the die-hards
like Griffin. This much is to the goed.

But the terms under which the Board
of Regents okayed the game offer little
cause for rejoicing. To begin with, the
Regents reiterated their defense of Jim
Crow in Georgia, resolving that “all con-
tests held within the state of Georgia
shall be held in conformity with the con-
stitution, laws, customs and traditions
of the State,” ie., Georgia football is
now officially Jim Crow.

And on the question of out-state
games, the Regents were hardly more

" encouraging. They held that “no contract

or agreement shall be entered into for an
athletic contest in any state where the
circumstances under which it is to be
filled are repugnant to the laws, cus-
toms and traditions of the host state.”

This bit of doubletalk requires a little
translation: Louisiana, the host state in
this ecase, is pro-segregation; but the
Sugar Bowl is having Pitt, a team with
a Negro player; therefore, Georgia
serves notice on the rest of the segre-
gated states and on Louisiana that this
sort of thing should not be allowed to
happen again, that football should not
be an exception to the “laws, customs
and traditions of the host state.” In
other words, in the very act of conceding
on this one issue, the Georgia Regents
have attempted to use their influence to

Victory

push for Jim Crow' athletics throughout
the South.

The “Southern Gentlemen,” a pro-Jim
Crow pressure group, geot into the act
with a wire to the governor-of Liovisiana,
“You must use the full power of your
office to maintain segregation in Louisi-
ana,” and another wire to Fred Digby of
the Mid-Winter "Sports Association in
New Orleans telling him that the forth-
coming game was another step in de-
stroying “the Southern way of life,”

Thus the Georgia incident. On one
level—a short-term onme—it is a victory:
the game will go on. The students at
Georgia Tech have at least demonstrated
against Jim Crow even if within limits.
But on another level, the Georgia casé
reveals the tremendous force of reaction
which is marshaled against integration;
it indicates the need for much more wide
action than one riot against the cancel-
ing of a Bowl game.

A Sectarian Decision by SDA

By MAX MARTIN

It is vitally necessary for all democratic groups and forces on the
campus to struggle militantly in behalf of progressive and democratic
demands: this i a firmly-held opinion of the Young Socialist League.
Imperative for such a struggle, in our view, is the broadest possible
cooperation of all democratic student organizations, of the liberal and
socialist students, for action on those questions in regard to which they

agree; including the fight for stu-
dent rights, the fight for academic
freedom for teachers, the fight
against Jim Crow.

Since the YSL is the only nation-
wide socialist youth organization
and Students for Democratic Action
(SDA) is the largest and broadest lib-
eral student organization, these two
groups have played and can play key
roles in rallying broad student action,
through their initiation of progressive
student campaigns and through their ac-
tivity in them.

Such cooperation is all the more neces-
sary these days, given the reactionary
nature of our period. All political groups
on campus are small and isolated from
the mainstreams of the student body. If
SDA is several times the size of the
YSL, it is a fact from which liberals ean
only take cold comfort, considering the
concrete figures involved. We, for our
part, are unhappy about the tininess of
SDA as we are about the tininess of the
YSL: they are both indices to the reac-
tionary nature of politics today.

Most students today ‘are apatheti¢ and
afraid; they shy away from polites and
political actions, pursuing their studies
and preparing for- their careers in isola-
tion from political events and political
life. The reasons for this situation are
no great mystery; we have discussed
them in the columns of Challenge and
shall do so again.

At the momend we merely wish to point
to the fact, and to draw from it the lesson
that it is therefore all the more foolish,
all the more sectarian, for student groups
fo refuse to act jointly today with other
democratic campus forces on those issues
where agreement exists, because of dif-
ferences on other questions.

The instances in which campaigns on
the campus have succeeded in drawing
the mass of the student body into action
have been rare. Those that come to mind
are the student opposition to the Re-
gents-imposed faculty ‘“loyalty oath” at
the University of California (Berkeley),
the student strike at City College’ in New
York, and the student struggle in oppo-
sition to the Brook}yn College adminis-
tration’s suppression “of the student
neéwspaper, all of which date-back 2 good
aumber of ‘years.

. Most student political activity has
been confined to actions by one or more
student. groups containing. memberships

ranging from a half-dozen to twenty-
five. That the effectiveness of a project
engaged in, let us say, by three student
clubs, each having a dozen members, is
limited as compared with more mass ac-
tivities, is obvious. How ecriminally stu-
pid it would then be for one of the two
liberal groups to insist that the third
group, the socialist club, be eliminated
from the effort.

HURTING THE CAUSE

From the peint of view of numbers
alone, and not counting the inereased
strength brought to campus united-front
actions by the experience and devotion
of socialist students, of YSLers, partici-
pating in them, it is the height of sec-
tarian foliy for liberal student organi-
zations to refuse to enter into coopera-
tion with socialist students because of
the views of the latter on the war or the
Russian Revolution. Such a refusal can
cnly hurt the effort to defend whatever
dause is involved and in the long rin,
therefore, the liberals themselves.

the latter, or because they mistakenly
felt that disagreement over fundamental
political questions precluded cooperation
on questions where there was no dis-
agreement, or because of pressure from
their adult organizations, or because of
concern with “respectability.” .

In the last year or 80, there have been
a number of mstances in the New York
area of cooperation of a variety of stu-
dent groups, mostly in connection with
academic- freedom questions. In this the
YSL and SDA played important roles.
The YSL welcomed these instances of eo-
operative effort; if the occasions them-
selves were not outstanding events it wasg

not because socialists and liberals work-

ed together, but rather it resulted from
the fact that more students did not join
in, and from the fact that SDA, YSL
and the other groups together are not,
unfortunately, huge forces. We welcomed
the cooperation and called for more of
the same.

STEP BACKWARD

From this point of view, we must regord
the recent action taken by the SDA Na-
tional Board ot its Philadelphic meeting
on November 26 as a grave and shameful
step bockwords. The SDA board adopted
o report which in effect forbade SDA
chapters to cooperate with the YSL under
conditions where they are the only two
groups involved, and, while not ruling out
entirely SDA-YSL cooperation in circum-
tances where @ number of additional

The YSL, as well as its fwo pred
organizations, the YPSL and the SYL, hos
always felt this way and has always en-
deavored to bring about conditions for
the maximum cooperation possible,

The efforts toward this end by student
socialists iff the past have met with dif-
ferent degrees of success. At times a
fairly high degree of cooperation be-
tween socialists and liberals has been at-
tained on some campuses and in some
localities—the 1950 Conference for De-
moeracy in. Education in New York, for
example—while at other times it has
proved mear-impossible to persuade lib-
eral student groups that cooperation be-
tween themselves and student socialists
would be desirable.

The reasons for liberal reluctance in
this regard have varied. Part of the time,
what lay zt the basis of the liberal re-
fusal has been an unwillingness to take
action at all; a feeling of he]p]essness'

moods of apatlw or fears, in past years
when the Stazlinists on campus were
stronger than they are today, that the
CP youth would capture and destroy any
united-front movements,

At other times, when liberal student
groups were génuinely interested in con-
ducting a fight over a particular ques-
tion; they: shied away-from. Jmnt work
with socialists because. of suspicions of

groups are involved, the SDA decision
takes a hostile view of it.

The report adopted by the board lists
three criteria by which it felt the ques-
tion should be judged. First is the YSL
democratic? The report answers by say-
ing that there is no evidence that the
YSL is undemocratic. We will pass over
this rather weak way of saying that the
YSL is a democratic organization, proof
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of which SDA has in abundance; we do
not wish to be thought to be caviling.

Secondly, is there agreement or dis-
agreement between the YSL and SDA on
basic questions?

The report finds, and th:': is no seeret
to anybody, that there is a fundamental
divergence of views on international
questions and foreign policy. Why should
this lead to an inability to cooperate on
civil-liberties questions? The report dues
not say, for it cannot.

Instead, in what has to be frankly zmd
sorrowfully labeled as a piece of dishan-
esty, whether conscious or unecorscious
we cannot say, the report iakes up the
question of whether or not there is dis-
agreement or agreement hetween the two
organizations on civil liberties, and finds
« « . disagreement. 4

To do so, of course, the SDA report
has to refrain from discussing our views -
on civil liberties, to refrain from saying
whether we are for democratic rights or
not, and this is exactly what the report
does. Nowhere in this lengthy document
on the YSL ean one learn that the YSL.~
defends the civil liberties of all vigoer-
ously.

Instead, the report discusses two
things: our analysis of the reasons for
the witchhunt and our. belief that in the
Jong run only those who understand the
connection between the witechhunt and
the cold war, between the witchhunt and
the decline of capitalism, and who econ-
nect their struggle for democracy at
home with the fight for z democratic
foreign policy, can be effective and con-
sistent fighters for civil liberties.

With this analysis, as everybody
knows, SDA does not agree. In our
opinion, one of the weaknesses of liber-
alism can be found right here.

But what follows? Should the YS&L
feel that, since we disagree on our under-
standing of the whys and wherefors of
the decline for democracy in. this coun-
try, we can therefore ignore the fact
that SDA does.defend civil liberties, and
hence declare cooperation undesirable?

That foolish and sectarian we are mo?.
But that foolish and sectarian $he SDA
National Board has just decided o be.

NO CREDIT

The third criterion of the SDA report
is; Do the benefits outweigh the dzsad-

‘vantages?

Under this head, the document dis-
cusses' in a murky fashlon the idea that
it is mot so advisable to. cooperate with
groups which don't play fair, since they
might do nasty. things to SDA, ’I‘h‘m see-
tien. has to be vague since there iz noths
ing for the report to say about-the YSi.
in this regard, or any such ‘complaints-
to make ngamst the YSL, s.m:e no occn-b

.Sion has arisen.

(Turn to last plll'el

.
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“well-known

. Szezypiorski,

LABOR ACTIO..

‘The in-fighting is continuing between
the Warsaw government and the Polish
polmcal émigrés in exile, There have
“been a number of bad blows suffered by
the satellite regime: the spectacular es-
cape of Colonel Swiatlo, a high official
of the UB (political police), and his
revelations in the American press and
Free Europe radio; and the flight of the
cqmp.oser-Panufnik and the poet Milosz,
former sympathizers of the regime, and
of Professor Korowicz of Cracow Uni-
versity.

- “The Warsaw government patiently
prepaved its retaliation. It struck a blow
Afor_itself with the return to Poland of

-Hugo Hanke, a member of the govern-

ment-in-exile headed by ‘“President”

-Angust Zaleski, After he was named to
.the government by Zaleski, Hanke dis-

appeared from London and popped up

.at a Warsaw microphone, declaring that
his return “may cause a great deal of
.disturbance in émigré circles.”

" Hugo Hanke was a gray figure, un-

Jmown in Polish political life, but he be-

longed to the Christian-Democratic Par-
ty, was a Silesian, was a worker and a
former- collaborator with Korfanty, the
Upper Silesian Christian
Jabor leader. This was the reason why
he was named to the émigré government,
‘to:bolster-the failing prestige of August
Zaleski. and his Pilsudskian “presiden-
tial” vegime-in-exile. This was the occa-
sion for his career of “transmigration’

from omne reactionary camp to the other.

Tt is amw interesting fact that the con-

~ tinuators-in-exile of the Pilsudski eamp -

(Zaleski and his government) are softer
to Stalinist penetration than is the demo-

- cratic émigré camp, represented by the
_‘National Executive: of' the parties-in.-

“exile. I suppose this is because of their
‘ “political isolation, as well as the hatred
engendered: against their “allies” by the
American-British betrayal- of Poland in
the Second World:War.

..;But the Warsaw-regime also achieved
another success in its "return to Poland"
campaign among the émigrés. The well-
-kmown right-wing socialist leader Adeam
former president of the
‘$rade-union federation in Poland and vice-

mayor of Warsaw ip 1939, accepted their

"iﬁvﬂcflon” and went back.

It is true that Szezypiorski belonged to
the right wing of the PPS (Polish So-
cialist Party) and was very close to the
Pilsudski camp; but his return repre-
‘sents a “victory” for the regime in the
eyes of working-class opinion. The satel-
lite leaders can tell the workers that
their old leaders, who were the bitterest

- The 'War'

o {Continued from page 1)

White Citizens Council campaign
to prevent racial integration in
Orangeburg County schools.” (N.
Y. Post, Dec. 6.) White-robed
_KJansmen lit a blazing cross, sym-
bol of the lynching spirit.

; The recent murder attempt

against Gus Courts in Belzoni;
Mississippi, 'illustrates many fac-
ets of the deep social crisis which

" js tearing at the old South. Courts,

a-Negro merchant and a local lead-

-er of -the National Association for

the. Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, was shot because he refused to
back down before- the notorious
White Citizens Councils.

“The act for which  Courts was
judged guilty and sentenced to die,

by his invisible and anonymous

white judges, was that of refusing
to be-intimidated into withdrawing from
his right to vote. In Humphries: County,
which includes Belzoni, no Negro has
voted:since the 1870s. Seventy per cent
ofithe population:is- Negro.

- So far, as might be expected, there are
no clues to the identity of Courts’ assail-
ants, and there are not likely to be any
if'the authorities can help it. The FBI
after a hasty and inadequate investiga-
4ion was, at last report, awaiting “word
from Washington.” The local guardian
ofl law and order, Shen Shelton, was
cianmng-' to look for'some “nigger agita-

tars” who' (he deduced) had shot Courts.

3n order to further the cause of desegres

gation!

“This  total -breakdown. in law enforee-r'

enemies of “Communism,” are coming
back to “our beloved motherland.”

Though in the case of Hanke the demo-
cratic National Executive declared in a
statement that he was a UB’agent and
charged President Zaleski with irrespon-
sibilty, nobody says the same thing about
Szezypiorski, who had been-a labor:lead:
er and socialist all his life, albeit a right-
winger. But it is characteristic that Stal-
inism prefers the rightists, and vice
versa. '

"COME BACK .. ."

The political “thaw” in Poland opened
new possibilities for the regime in its
fight against the free Poles and its cam-
paign for the repatriation of the émigrés.-
The most important pre-war intellectu-
als and non-CP leaders of Poland direct-
ed an appeal to the émigrés which can
be summarized: “Dear fellow country-
men, come back, the country is waiting
for you.,..”

The official organ Zycie Warszawy
published an article by a well-known
writer saying “it is incomprehensible but
some Poles have forgotten that they have
a country of their own, and it is time
they remembered ‘and came back to re-
build their motherland which was de-
stroyed by thes war.” It is incomprehen-
sible, reiterates this writer, that Polish
writers and intellectuals are working
with ™ shovels, exploited by foreigners,
wasting their lives and their talent, in-
stead of using their pens and their abili-
ties in the service of their country. Not
a word about political. differences. or-
about the political "past. “Come back,
dear fellow countrymen, the fatherland
is waiting for you.” The government has
granted amnesty for all pelitical crimes
and nobody will be held responsible for
his past activity. The government offers
to pay for the return trip “from any
point in.the world.”

The repatriation campaign is conducted
in the spirit of the "thaw™ and began with
successes in the case of two important
men. It is directed in the first place to
writérs, intellectuals, politicians, because
these exist under difficult conditions some-
times working very hard physically, and
because they represent the greatest dan-
ger for the regime. The émigré workers
and peasants generally have better jobs

“and better wages than they had in pre-

war Poland, not to speak about what they
would get in the Stalinist "paradise.”
Many of the people have families in
Poland and cannot resist nostalgia for
their home country, which is so strong
among Poles and Russians. Many engi-
neers, technicans and intellectuals want
to participate in the ‘‘reconstruction of

the country,” forgetting about political
differences: and Russian:domination, be-
cause, as they say, “Poland remains Po-
land” in spite of her present regime. And
the Warsaw regime knows very well how
to exploit all human weaknesses, It offers
all of them a free trip home, a job, re-
union” with one’s’ family and friends, and
also the “beloved motherland.”

The leading circles of the Polish emi-
gration answered with a violent anti-
Russian campaign. They- also sent an offi-
cial delegation to the Geneva meeting of
the Big Four to make trouble for the
Poles and Russians., It was sent by the
democratic National Executive which is
supported by the Polish parties-in-exile
and perhaps unofficially tolerated by
U. S. policy, to play the émigré govern-
ment. and committees against the satel-
lite regime in the event of a faverable
Russian-U. 8. bargain. It is only in this
limited sense that 1 have referred, in
previous articles, about a possible deal
between the Kremlin and the Polish
émigrés. z

. e

Industrial Level Up

Poland’s Six Year Plan is coming to
an -end. Great progress has been made in
the -industrial development of the coun-
try. From an agrarian-industrial coun-
try, it has been transformcd into an in-
dustrialized nation.

Simee the start of the plan, industty
has grown by 250 per cent; official
sources say 400 per cent because they
are comparing it with the 1939 level in
pre-war Poland

Coal * productmn will probably reach
only 95 per cent of its goal; steel produc-
tion was aimed at 5,000,000 tons but will
probably reach 4,500,000; electric power
—17 "billion kilowatts instead of 19;
iron—3% million tons instead of 4%%.
The rate of industrial growth was re-
strained a bit by economic difficulties and
the “thaw” spirit. But in spite of that,
industrial growth represents a big suc-
cess for the regime: this cannot be de-
nied. Poland is passing -through some-
thing like an industrial revolution.

The problem is that this industrializa-
tion is paid for by the growing exploita-
tion of the working class and peasant
masses, as well as #he middle class, and
their standard of living has dropped to 50
per cent of the already low standard of
pre-war Poland.

Connected with thiz are some of the
difficulties in the fulfillment of the

Poland Setting Lures for the Emigres

3y A. RUDZIENSKI

planned program, for there is a growing
gap in some cases between an industry
and its raw-materials base, and also be-
tween industry ag a whole and agrieul-
ture.

Also the picture in foreign trade sheds
some very interesting light on the ques-
tion of pressure and exploitation by the
“first socialist country of the world.”
After Warsaw rejected participation in
the Marshall Plan, industrial-investment
was supposed to be achieved through
Russian credits amounting to 1% billion
rubles. For this- economic aid the Polish
people are paying a high price—not only
the loss of liberty and lowering of living
standards, but also colonial tribute to
Moscow.

Russia’s share in Polish foreign trade
is growing from year to vear, and is now
two-fifths of the total, more than all the
countries of the West combined; the
largest item in the Polish *‘export” to
Russia, consisting of 8 million tons of
coal, represents scarcely one-tenth of the
entire export to Russia, because the price
of coal is one-seventh of the world mar-
ket price. This is the earnest of Russia’s
‘“socialist aid” to the Polish people, and
the reason why Polish foreign trade has
a deficit, in spite of the change in the
strueture of Polish exports to Russia,
which are now made up one-third of in-
dustrial installations, machines, railway
cars, ete.

Hence the "thaw' policy responded %o
economic exigencies, the pressure of Rus~
sian economic exploitation, the inequali-
ties and contradictions of industrial de-
velopment and- of the physical limits of
human. exploitation.

The deficit of Polish foreign trade,.

caleulated-at more than $150 million an-
nually, results not only from the impor-
tation of machines and equipment bhut
also from the peculiar nature of the ex-
change between Poland and Russia, and
of the special prices paid by Russia for
Polish commodities (we gave the exam-
ple of coal but the prices paid for other
goods are very difficult to learn).

The new Five Year.Plan looks to a
slackening in industrial developfﬁent-.
For example, steel produetion is planned
to reach 6-7 million tons, and. ndt 10
‘million as it would in accordance with
the previous pace, The plan also calls for
“consolldating” the levels attained espe-
cially in the newly built basic industries.
Russia’s economic pressure and exploita-
tion, and the objective difficulties and
contradictions of industrial de'.relopment
in Poland have imposed concessions on
the planners, but within a very limited
framework.

in the South: To Murder — —

ment and the use of open viclence and
terror against Negroes who dare to de-
mand their rights is.characteristic of the
deep South today.

Earlier this year, the Reverand George
Lee, another resident of Belzoni, was
shot and killed in broad daylight in front
of the Belzoni Court House. Lee was the
leader of the NAACP. in Belzoni and
also had announced his intention to exer-
cise his right to vote, His murderers
have not yet been found. Courts knew
that he was next; yet he chose to stay
and fight.

Emmett Till's abductors. Milam and
Bryant, after admitting they had.taken
Till' from his grandf4thér’s cabin, were
not indicted for kidnaping by an all-
white grand jury in Mississippi because
they decided that “he went with them
voluntarily.”

DELAINE CASE UP

N;_In South Carolina; the Rev, Delaine, a
egro minister and a leader in one of
the cases wupon which the Supreme
Court’s decision outlawing segregation
was based, was forced to flee from the
state.

He had received many anonymous
threats of violence and his churchihad
been burned down-by‘arsonistsy When a’
band of men cruising in a car outside
the home where he had sought refuge
opened fire on him, he returned the shots.
His extradition from New York on
charges of assault™is now being asked
for by the state of South: Carolina.
Whether Governor -Harriman, a-bashful
candidate -for the Democratic. president-
tial nomination, will extradite him has
not yet been announced; though it seems
improbable: from:s the: point of -view. of
political expediency..

Another incident, also in South Caro-

lina, highlights the intensity of the cam-
paign of intimidation. A white minister,
the Reverend George: Stafford, declared
publicly that the South ought to obey the
Supreme Court’s decision outlawing seg-
regation. He was forced to resign by his
congregation, one of the leaders of which
is Federal Court Judge George Bell Tim-
merman Sr.

Timmerman is quoted as remarking
that the “broad views" of the minister
made him unsatisfactory for his post.
This is the same Judge Timmerman
whose decision favoring segregation in

the public schoolz was one of those over- .

thrown by the Stipreme Court.

KKK's HEIR =

In - Mississippi, terror and -intimidation
is spearheaded by the White Citizens
Councils, These councils are headed by
the "respectable'" and wealthier members
of ‘the Southern community. At a recent
state-wide conference of the councils, one
leader boasted that not one of the mem:
bers of the governing board was worth
"less than $500,000."

Attending this same conference, at
which a resolution was passed asking all
Southern states to‘set up a “regional
commission” which would wuse public
funds to maintain segregation and” pro-
mote white ' supremacy, was United
States Senator Jamés -Eastland (chair-
man of the Internal’Security Subecom-
mittee which is investigating “subver-
sive” threats to 100 per cent American:
isnr), Governor White of Mississippi, Lt.
Gov. Carroll Gartin, former Gov. Field-
ing Wright, and John Satterfield, presi-
dent of the Mississippi Bar Association:

Senator Stéennis from Mississippi, ap-
peinted a member of President Eisen-
hower’s new- federal .commission to-study
constitutional rights, sent his sincerest

regrets because he could not attend.

The councils do not directly and openly
incite violence—all they do is give the
weight of power and prestige to acts de-
signed to crush the Southern Negroes”
atiempts to gain their political and eco-
nomic rights. They openly advoeate that
“pressure” be placed on Negroes who
either petition .their local sehool boards
to desegregate the school system or whe
try to exercise their right to vote. One
common form of intimidation is eco-
nomic.

ECONOMIC GUNS

For example, in. Yazoo. City, Miss,;
where fifty-three Negroes zigned a peti-
tion asking for desegregated-schools, the
full power of the White Councils was
demonstrated. The Yazoo Herald pub-
lished a full-page advertisement listing
the names, addresses, and telephone
numbers of the signers of the petition.
The ad was “published-as a public serv-
ice by the Citizens Councils of Yazoo
City.” In a few days, only two of the
original 53 signers were léft.

Many of those who withdrew their
names shared the fate of the two whose
names remained on the petition, Those of
the- signers who were merchants had
their credit. cut off by the: banks; the
Southern  distributors for national
brands would -not supply them. One of
the petitioners, an official of the local
NAACP, is a skilled plumber. Before the
petition he earned- $§150 per week; after
the intimidation of the Council, he could
hardly make $20 a week.

The -thing+ that is important about the

White Citizens Councils is' thot they reps’

resent the ruling circles in Mississippi. The
sentiments which ‘they express are shared
by the main body:
Southern ruling class.

of  the conservuih__re ”
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Both Parties Turn Their Backs — —

{Continued from page 1)

The Republican Party has sought to rub off
on itself some of the glory of the Supreme
Court’s desegregation decision, made by a
unanimous court of justices: to listen to some,
one might think that Eisenhower did it all him-
self by appointing Warren to the bench, But in
the face of the current semi-civil-war in the

South, the Eisenhower administration has
turned its back on the Negro.
As this is written, Attorney General

Brownell has just openly refused to order a
federal investigation of the Till kidnapping and
murder, in spite of the fact that excellent
grounds for federal intervention exist. The
same goes for the subsequent cases of assassi-
nation.

That this is so was testified to, lefthandedly,
by Mississippi’s Governor White at a press con-
ference on Nov. 28, apropos of the Gus Courts
attempted-murder case, The governor was wor-
ried about the shooting for an interesting rea-
son and opined that it should be solved:

"There is no telling what could happen. Se
much pressure could be exerted on federal offi-
cials charging that the laws of Mississippi are
broken down and the right of citizens taken
away that it could force federal action.”

So the racist Democrat admits unwittingly
that something “could force federal action,”
while the lily-white GOP attorney general an-

‘nounces that it's not going to happen.

Buf something “cowld force federal action”
against the will of both the Democrats and Re-
publicans, the party of Jim Crow and the party
of big business.

In Mississippi itself, the Republicans and
Democrats are peas in a pod in repressing the
Negroes:

".. . E. O. Spencer, a hotelkeeper in Jackson,
Miss., has donated an office without charge to
the White Citizens Councils of Mississippi;
Spencer also dispenses whatever Republican
patronage is available to his state and is an
occasional house guest of the Attorney General
of the U. S. Herbert Brownell is Spencer's host;
and Herman Talmadge is Adlai Stevenson's."—
Murray Kempton, Nov. 29.

~United with the Racists

But especially in the North, it is not the Re-
publicans but the Democrats who have been
making the greatest appeal to Negro workers,
in their capacity as the party of “liberalism.”
In 1955-56 the Democrats have decided appar-
ently that, as between the Negro and the South-
ern bourbons, they will take the latter.

When the Democratic Party conference met
in Chicago, Roy Wilkins, NAACP executive
director, told the assembled party state chair-
men that they would lose the Negro vote next

" vear “if they persist in ducking the civil-rights

issue,” and—

“that they cannot effect a spurious ‘party
unity’ with extreme right-wing Democrats in the
South and still expect to ‘retain the support’ of
Negro voters. Negroes are outraged, Wilkins
said, at what has come to be known as ‘Missis-

-sippi justice.'"—N. Y. Post, Nov. 18.
They proceeded to do just what he warned -

against. The same paper reported three days

-later on the party conference:

_"The Democrats are . . . actually united as
they have not been in a half dozen years, but

- #he "unity’ has been achieved largely by that

sort of 'self-discipline’-which includes glossing
over the big issues. Everything has been side-

-stepped here from the Emmett Till case and the

"Mississippi Terror' to the Texas-led drive to

. .put across the oilmen's natural-gas bill at the

next session of Congress.”—Nov. 21.

Well now, Wilkins had said they “cannot” do
it. They did it. What do we do now?

"We submit,” Wilkins had also said in his
speech of dire warning to the Democrats, "that
o party which permits any section of its organi-
zation to resort to intimidation and murder as
o means of keeping in power cannot fail to take
remedial action and still hope to retain the sup-
port of large and important segments of the
electorate in key areas outside of the intimida-

- -tion and murder belt.”

“Do ‘We now suppbrt,— or,;;withﬂraw‘- support

from, this party which “permits” the above-
mentioned system of intimidation and murder?
And where do we go from there?

Or are the Democratic leaders right in judg-
ing that this sort of threat is bluff, and nothing
but bluff, because Negro voters have “no place
to go” except to vote for the Tweedledum Re-
publicans?

Witness:

"It is the Democratic Party of Mississippi
which is running the campaign of lawlessness.
it is the Republican-ruled Department of Jus-
tice which has failed to take -any meaningful
federal action in defense of the victims."

That is a nicely balanced indictment straight
out of an editorial in the N. Y. Post (Nov. 25).
What follows-from it? That liberal daily hasn’t
said. It hasn’t said because i is busy support-
ing the man who is at the head of the whole
cowardly pack of Northern Democrats who are
turning their backs on the Negro. That is Adlai
Stevenson.-

Stevenson as Right Guard

In this same editorial, the Post salves its edi-
torial conscience with an anonymous slap:
“Politicians who say the Supreme Court’s de-
segregation decision settled:-everything are sub-
stituting wishes for reality.”

Who is this politician? They mean Stevenson,
who had said just exactly that in a big press
conference a few days before, following in the
political wake of Democratic Leader Lyndon
Johnston of Texas.

Johnston’s view to the effect that the court
removed civil rights from :politics was quoted
to him, and Stevenson commented :

"Well, | think that is inevitable, that certain-
ly from the decisions of the Supreme Court on
the law of the land, and the matter of the de-
segregation of the schools, it has been removed
from the political arena and disposed of by the
judiciary.” S Ak

A reporter immediately asked him to com-
ment on “the refusal or failure of some states”
to abide by the decision.

Stevenson: "l don't know that | can comment
about it in the abstract.” (Who asked him fo
comment in the abstract? Why couldn’t he get
as concrete as Till's murderers?) "l think the
Supreme Court's decision speaks for itself, and
I believe that the law should be supported by
all of the citizens of the country."

A couple of minutes later, the transcript of
the press conference reads as follows, ver-
batim: '

"@.—Governor, on the Emmet Till case, could
you tell us how you—

"A.—Excuse me. | would like to say with re-
spect to the tax situation that . . .” (and Ste-

venson went on fo add some verbiage in answer
to the preceding question, and the conference

was thereupon ended before Till's ghost could

rise again).

Weaving and passing as in this exhibition
would make a football star out of Stevenson in
the Sugar Bowl, if his political managers would
let him play there. *

The Jailkeepers

The liberal Post says there are “politicians”
who “are substituting wishes for reality,” and

.painfully refuses to mention the name of its

idol. But is this the trouble with Stevenson—
that he mistakes his wishes for reality ? Does he
think that in the real world the civil:rights ‘is-

sue has been ‘“removed from the political

arena,” even while Southern Negroes are suf-
fering the bloodiest attack since the 1920s?

This is not so. This is a cover-up and a white-
wash. Stevenson covers for the Southern rac-
ists (whom the liberals attack) and in turn the
liberals cover for Stevenson. . .. In this chain-
reaction the Negro fight is being smothered by
its “friends.”

Stevenson has entered into a political deal

with the Southern Democrats. Everybody -

knows this. He has agreed to go .along with

‘their -onslaught-against: Negro rights, i.e., wink
‘at-it; in return for their suppert to his presi-

“and GOP to abandon ‘the

dential ambitions. This deal is over the Negro’s
back.

"Adlai Stevenson has run out on the Southern
Negro; and, form being what it is, Averell Har«
riman presumably cannot be far behind. . . .-

"So the South—even the worst of the South—
is back with us Democrats and for reasons
which should shame us. . ., . . :

"There are nearly 1,000,000 Negroes in-Mis-
sissippi. If they were sealed away by the French
in Morocco, we would all be screaming that
John Foster Dulles is remiss in his duty to suf-
fering humanity. )

"But, in Chicago [at the national party con-
ferencel, Democrats who think themselves
worthy of being president of the U. S. contend
for the affection of the jail keepers of 1,000,000
Americans."—Murray Kempton, Nov. 22, and
right he is.

You might add: If these 1,000,000 Negroes
were all ‘sealed away by the Russian totalitari-
ans, all these indignant democrats would be
screaming, quite rightly, about the crimes of
the Kremlin despots. Who's “screaming” at the
Jjailkeepers of the Negroes in America?

Not Adlai Stevenson, who started his plan of

wooing the racists in 1953, when he made his
good-will tour of ‘the South, chumming with
Herman' Talmadge and his ilk.

It is not peculiar that Talmadge is a Steven-
son man today. Talmadge is not ignorant
enough to think that a lily-white Southerner
can be-elected:president. He is smart enough to
know that the best his breed can hope for is a
Democratic captive of the lily-white Southern-
ers. Hence— _

"Adlai Stevenson:is-fariin the lead for the 1956 Demo-
cratfic presidential nomination ameng Southern “party
leaders. . .. Me is looked upon as the figure among the

leading aspirants: who can come closest fo ‘uniting - the
party’s diverse elements, North and South. . . ."—Wash-

ington columnist Thomas.-Stokes, Oct. 21.

“[The Dixiecrats ‘of 19521 are now coming home and
Mr. Stevenson will receive ‘their undivided support: this:
time."—Senator Hubert ‘Humphrey, N. Y. Post, Oct. 20.

Averell Harriman, who is thirsting for the Demo-
cratic nomination, and' who ‘has been trying to pose as
a left-of-center Fair-Dealer, has been equally agile in
sidestepping the civil-rights issue. Although he dema-
gogically criticized Stevenson for favoring “modera-
tion,”. Harriman got so' moderate on civil rights that
his mouth filled with hot mush when reporters brought
it up at his press conference Nov, 21.

H
* H

Keep Your Mouth Shut, or — :

' Nobody has a right to condemn these sad specimens

of politicians unless he is‘willing to face the same ques- -

tion which- has turned them to chicken (Southern-
fried). "

This is: Are you willing to split the Demoeratic Par-
ty, or split from 4t? .
_ Stevenson, Harriman, Humphrey, and their similars
in both parties are turning away their eyes while mur-

der goes on, because the alternative is to split their

party.

The_-N.Egr_oes also must keep their mouth shut, at
least limit-themselves to grumbles, or else move in.a

direction which means split in the Democratic Party. -

This is the hard choice presented by practical poli-
ties. Read this: _

"I am not'sorry | didn't vote for Henry Wallace for
president of the U. S.; buf, for-the first time, I'm glad he

ran. He forced the Democrats o take a position on eivil:

rights, and Olin: Johnston: [i.e., the Dixiecratsl walked
out. and that created the Horry Truman we remember.
Now Johnston is back, and there's not even so bad an

alternative as Henry Wallace; and, if any voter-doesn't :

where can he go?"

That’s Murray Kempton’s.complaint, and he has no
answer. For: his question’ itself contains a bit of the
poisen which has paralyzed his type: “. . . And that
created the Harry Truman.we remember.” :

What is the Harry Truman we member, after he was
elected in 1948 on the basis of a strong civil-rights

like the sort of thing Stevenson and Harriman ore doing,

promise and. strong Fair Deal talk? We remember a

president who did nothing for civil rights, not even as
?uc'h (we are sorry to say) as an Eisenhower did after
im!
.In 1948 Truman was_afraid that voters who were:
discontented; discontented with his formula of Fair Deal
talk and no program. for the people, did have seme

‘place to go,.even-if this -alternative was only a dis-
credited fellow traveler of the Communist Party like .

Wallace. It 1it a fire under him.

The Negro people, together with their labor allies
and liberal friends who are willing to strike out on.a
new path, need' a party of their own—a labor-based
third party.to challenge the whole setup.

This is the angwer to:the.decision of the Democrats

Couneils. “The ‘Negroes: need *
cally with dabor.” = 7 -

“Negroes to the White Citizens:
“'some place to"go”™ politi- ..
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mazing Public Conspiracy

- Of the Southern Racists

By PHILIP COBEN

Openly and in the public sight, the,

Jim Crowleaders of the South are spell-
ing- out their conspiracy to subvert the
law on the guestion of educational segre-
gation, This is perhaps the most amazing
public conspiracy to flout the federal
‘povernment that has ever been seen in
this country, )

+ Ironically, among the leaders of this
comspiraey are two U. S. senators, both
from the state of Mississippi, with posts.
in the eurrent witchhunt against “sub-
-worsives.” These are Senator Eastland,
qvho heads_the Senate Internal Security
Subcommittes, and Senator Stennis, who
was .recently appointed a member of the
president’s special commission to investi-
gate the loyalty-security system.

- A wvirtual blueprint on how to subvert
the Supreme Court decision is contained
in-the Nov, 18 issue of U. S. News &
World Report, in the form of two long
interviews with® Senator Stennis and
Senater Ervin (N. C.).

! The two Southern senators explain in
some detail eight methods which they and
their racist colleagues are preparing and
exploring..

“That Senator Stennis was a little
gueasy about his frank approach was
evidenced at the end of his interview
when he told the questioner from the
viplit-wing- Republican magazine in
which .all this appears:

“] am a little slow to go on television
or radio for interviews like this, but you
are such a high-type organization and
such a fine publication that I knew that
‘what I'said would not be distorted in any
way.” .

And on December 2, at a state rally
in -Mississippi of the White Citizens
Councils; Senator Eastland spread be-
fore the crowd a plan for creating an
organizational and political center for
the. same: public conspiracy. The idea
was to sef'up a ‘“regional commission”
with gtate funds to coordinate Southern
racist- resistance and to promulgate
wwhite-supremacy doctrine, Eastland’s
pwn, speech was larded with racist slan-
ders on Negro inferiority in unusually
uninhibited style.

EIGHT METHODS

.. The eight methods outlined by Stennis
and Ervin are as follows.

(1) ‘Withholding of tax money from de-
scgregated schools, thereby forcing com-

liance with "'Southern customs.”

Said Stennis: “the ultimate test of the
operation_of any given school rests upon
the necessity of tax money to pay the
teacher and to build a school building.
The courts cannot supply this revenue.”

And: “I think as a-practical matter
for the school to have the necessary life-
bloed of taxation money, it must be
operated in a manner satisfactory to the
majority of the people of the tax dis-
triet”’

Ervin added that a court case brought
by Negroes could not “enforce the deci-
sion of the Supreme Court by impound-
ing the taxes of a schoo] distriet” that
wefused compliance.

(2) Very important to both subversive
senators was the scheme for forcing end-
toss- - litigation before any compliance
could: be aftained through the courts.

{ CHALLENGE

{Continued from page 5}
. The SDA decision does SDA no credit;
on the contrary in the eyes of many seri-
ous militant. liberal students it will dis-
-credit that orgamization.

Its effect, unless it is reversed, will be
to-cut down-still further what little or-
ganized political activity by students
tliere now is. It will not eliminate much
student action because, for one thing,
tliere- isn’t much to begin with. But in
this period even that little is precious
and to reduce it is criminal. .

One can. only hope that SDA will rec-
ognize: its error and revoke: its action.
The. ¥SL; as always, stands ready to
joinswith all liberal and demoeratic stu-

dents in the fight for demoecratic and-

progressive gains, a fight at whose. dis-
posal all democratic student . groups

-, should be ready to place their forces, and

“in-whose behalf the broadest student co-
operation should be forged.

Stennis carefully made the point that
legal action would have to be brought
before each and every one of the 1400
separate school boards in his state (simi-
larly in other states); this could be done
only where someone could be found, un-
intimidated, to bring the suit in each
district in each separate case; in event a
final injunction was issued in any case,
the school-board trustees could resign;
this might force a new suit to be brought
s0 as to bind their successors; if this was
successful in turn, then “if the people
abolished the district and created an-
other, then an entirely new legal situa-
tion would arise, and a new suit would
have to be started.”

“Q.—All they would have to do would
be to keep changing school boards or
districts and the decree wouldn’t reach
them?

“A.—That is a possibility that natur-
ally will be fully explored.”

Later Stennis added: “nothing will
happen, in my opinion, until the last
court of authority in the nation has
passed on that particular case and put
its finger—

“Q.—And then there'll
case?

“A.—It must put its finger on that
particular school board and say, ‘You
must do this. This is the end of the rope
for you.

“Q.—That’s only one school—

“A.—Yes, that's only one school. And
I think it would mean just a new start
for that school.” g

Ervin had an even brighter idea. Dis-
trict-by-district wasn't enough:

- “Q.—Could there be just one suit
brought which would settle the issue for
all the Negroes in the district?

“A—No. This is true because the
question would arise whether or not each
particular Negro child was excluded by
the school board in question on some
Jjustifiable ground unconnected with his
race.”

As Stennis said with gratification, on
the basis of this plot ‘““the points in-
volved will doubtless be - litigated for
many years to come. . . , From a prac-
tical standpoint it means a generation
of lawsuits.”

Inthe Eastland plan unveiled on Deec.
2 another gimmick is added. Mississippi
plans to pass a law against “unauthor-
ized practice of law,” aimed at making a
lawyer subject to court action under cer-
tain circumstances if he handles a case
agzainst segregation. This is taking a
leaf out of the national witchhunt pat-
tern: not only persecute dissenters but
also intimidate lawyers from taking
their cases.

RIGGING SCHEME

(3). Stennis ond Ervin also hinted at a
nullification scheme by intimidating the
Negro population of a district info asking
for “voluntary™ segregation. Stennis said
he "wouldn't be surprised" if this hap-
pened in some counties of his state, and
cited a couple of local Uncle Toms whe
were to be its “spontaneous" organizers
(on the Russian system of “"spontaneity”).

It's legal, Stennis assured his inter-
viewer: “I know of no law or principle
of law that would require a particular
child to go to a particular school unless
it wanted. to.” It would be the “perfect
answer” if all parents signed statements
testifying to their “voluntary’ entry of
their children into the right school.

In Ervin’s interview, this “voluntary”
plan almost openly became farcical. The
following sounds exactly like a transla-
tion from the Russian of the kird of item
explaining how it happens that factory
workers organize “spontaneous” demon-
stration in favor of cutting their own
wages:

“Q.—How would a school system based:
on voluntary segregation be set up?

“A.—The loeal school board would
allot certain schools of a distriet pri-
marily to the use of white children and
other schools of the distriet primarily to
the use of Negro children and let the
parents residing in the district voluntar-
ily [get it?] send theii children fo the
schools primarily-allotted to their respec-
{ive races.”

(4) The school boards will not assign

be another

-children to the segregated school accord-

ing to race—this would be a violation,
you see; the children would be assigned
fo the right school for any reason except
race, Stennis and Ervin explained this vir-
tually without camoufloge. -

A new Mississippi law, it was men-
tioned, already authorizes the rigging of
pupil assignments on the basis of
“he&alth, welfare and morals.” Some rig-
ging system like this, said Stennis, is
“going to be a part of any pattern of
assignment to different schools.”” Apti-
tude tests could be used too, he said; also
(more vaguely) “a classification of

. teachers and pupils.”

Ervin explained in the same conneec-
tion that a new N. C. state law this year
zave local boards ‘“complete authority
over the assignment of children im the
schools.”

"POLICE POWER"

(5) Of course, the best-known scheme
for subverting the court decision is the
plan to abolish public education as a last
resort.

Stennis said “they would be reluctant
and regretful, but if necessary they
would take the Step.” Ervin threatened
that “any concerted effort to force racial
integration . . . is likely to result in the
abandonment or the materially altering
of North Carolina’s educational system."”

Associated with this idea is the pas-
sage of measures now eliminating the
state compulsory school-attendance laws.
Eastland, at the racist rally, announced
this was going to be done in Mississippi.
Besides, claimed Stennis, even where
they remain *these laws would not be
enforceable in the federal courts.” ~

{6) Stennis sketched an idea which
seems to consist of using the state gover-
nor as a bulwark against any federal
court control on the ground that the gov-
ernor is immune: i

“Q.—Could a federal court cite an en-
tire state legislature for eontempt?

“A.—Neither the state legislators nor
the governor can be cited. In order to
carty out a local plan they might put the
governors on every school board in the
state.”

The Supreme Court cannot “handle”
the state legislature and the governor,
he asserted,

(7) The above is perhaps a sub-point of
the more general plan of setting the
state's "police power!" against federal
control. To the layman this may sound
roughly like what happened in 1881, but
perhaps it is more complicated for law-
yers.

Even Stennis was uncertain about its
constitutionality but he didn’t allow a bit
of dubiety to stand in the way of definite
statement:

“Q.—It is not completely clear just
what some of the leaders down there
mean by police power. Do they mean
that the governor, for example, could de-
clare that ‘if we mingle the races in this
particular school we are going to invite
civil disorder, therefore we will not per-
mit that’? Could the governor do that?

“A.—Yes, to meet a given situation
that might develop in any school distriet,
I think that would be proper use of po-
lice power.

“Q.—And the governor is beyond the

reach of the Supreme Court—

“A—Yes ...

Perhaps it is under the head of the
state’s “police power” that, as Eastland
announced, Mississippi is due to adopt
a law providing penalties against “any
person interfering with state law under
the color of federal authority,” referring
to FBI agents who “interfere” in a state
case.

FORCE AND VIOLENCE

{8) Lastly, interspersed through the
senafors' remarks. are hints of retaliation
against any Negro troublemaker, precise-
ly as the White Cltizens Councils are in
fact doing. Stennis, for example, insinuates
that integration would mean the firing of
many Negro teachers. Eastlond hinted at
race riots, while formally counseling
against vielence,

He is certain, .said Stennis, that
“white school, children and their par-
ents” would not “peacefully accept this
decision and attend such mixed schools.”

They ‘would then rebel against it by
force and violenee, subverting. the Con-
stitution and the Great American Sys-
tem of Government as determined by the
established institutions of Our Democ-
Tracy?

The answer seems to be yes, as given
by the chairman of the Senate Internal
Security Subcommittee and: his colleague
on the Loyalty-Security inquiry commis-
sion. - ,
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The Independent Socialist League stands -

for socialist democracy and against the.
two systems of exploitation which now
divide the world: capitalism and Stalinism,

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liber-
alixed, by any Fair Deal or other deal, so
as to give the people freedom, abundance,:
security or peace. It must be abolished
and replaced by a new social system, in
which the people own ‘and' control the
basic sectors of the economy, democrati-
cally controlling their own economic and
political destinies. :

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a brutal totalifarianism—
a new form of exploifation. Ms agenis in
every country, the Communist Parties, are.
unreleuting enemies of socialism and have
nething in common with socialism—which
cannot exist without effective democratic
control by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and Stal-

inism are today at each other's throats in

a worldwide imperialist rivairy for domi-’
nation. This struggle can only lead to the.
most frightful war in history so long as the
people leave the capitalist and Stalinist
rulers in power. Independent Seocialism’

stands for buliding and strengihening the 2

Third Camp of the people ugainst both:
war blocs. L

The ISL, as a: Marxist movement, looks
to the working class and its ever-present
struggle os the basic progressive force in:
society. The ISL is organized to spread the.
ideas of socialism in the labor movement

and among oll bther sections of the people.:-

At the same time, Independent Socialists
participate actively in every struggle fo.
better the people's lot now—such as the
fight for higher living standards, against-

Jim Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of

civil liberties and the #rade-union move-

ment. We seek fo join together with ali-

other militants in the labor movement as

a left force working for the formeation of-

an independent labor party and other pro-
gressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the fight
for socialism are inseparable. There con
be no lasting and genuine democracy with-
out secialism, and there can be no secial«
ism without democracy. To ‘enroll under
this banner, join the Independent Socialist
Laague!

Get Acquainted!
Independent Socialist League
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y.
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