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FIVE CENTS

Gains Push Dems to Right

Ey PHILIP COBEN

In the November 8 elections, Demo-
crats “made considerable gains in local
contests, encouraging -them to believe
that continuation of the trend will mean
victory in the 1956 sweepstakes. From
the looks of it, this is going to mean even
stronger . pressure within the party to
continue presenting a conservative face
to. the people, in accordance with the
Lyndon Johnson preseription.

The reasoning would seemi to be as
follows: Here we Democrats have re-
fused to make any meaningful fight in
our party-controlled Congressz for any
concessions to the labor-liberal left, such
as it is, and it hasn’t done us any harm,
has it? Those people will vote for us, no
matter what, because they haven’t any-

_body else to vote for, They're in our

pocket. The problem is how to convince
the .conservative-minded” bulk of the
voters that there really isn’t mueh differ-

_ ence-between us and the Reépublicans. ...

. "Ameng the Democrats, spokesmen for
the liberal wing now are counseling their
colleagues to exhibit more, rather than
less, harmony with. the centrist, or moder-
ate, Democratic Senate leadership.
Whether this effort will be effective re-
mains to be seen." (Times, W. 5. White,
Nov. 12.)

“Centrist,” in = current Democratie
doublespeak, means a Texas-type right-
winger, i.e., someone -who is in the mid-
dle-of-the-road = between a Governor
Shivers and a Senator: Humphrey.

On the other hand, shift your perspec-
tive a bit and both of these latter are
middle-of-the-roaders too. Shivers is in
the middle of the road between Lyndon
Johnson and Knowland; and, balancing
him on the other side, Humphrey is in
the middle of the road between Johnson®
and the ADA. This system of transmis-
sion belts sketches out the present struc-
ture of the Deinocratic Party.

The role of Senator Hubert Humphrey
as a transmission belt is well, if unwit-
tingly, described by Southern newspa-
perman Robert R:O‘gs in a sycophantic
article on the man in the current New
Republic, “A Man with Southern Con-
nections.” His point, with value signs re-
versed, is essentially the one we made
about Adlai Stevenson’s role in LA™for
Oct. 24. In fact, the idea is also to boost
Humphrey as Stevenson’s running mate
on the ground that he plays the same
part: “third man” between the reaction-
aries who run the party and the liberals
who like to vofe for it. _

Humphrey, acecording to this glowing
account, is “the man from whom Lyndon
Johnson seeks guidance on liberal is-
sues.” (Is that how Johnosn has been so
successful in keeping the Democratic lib-
erals in line?) Humphrey is “the man
about whom Walter George speaks so
warmly.” This Humphrey “has not re-
treated one inch from the liberal side
while establishing a beachhead among
the Southern conservatives.” (Is that
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eneva Flop Leaves
State Dep 't Groping
For a New Policy

By GORDON HASKELL

The Geneva conference of the foreign ministers has gone info his-
tory-as a failure. Although nothing was agreed upon at this conference,
as at many another deadlocked and futile conference down through the
years of the cold war, the failure of this one had something special

about it.

For this was supposed to be the “acid test” of the “Geneva spirit”—

the time for words to be trans-
formed into deeds; the occasion
for realistic and tough-minded
bargaining among the representa-
tives of great powers which have
décided to live together in -peace,
and need only work out the practical de-
tails to make that possible. )

As we go fo press, it appears that the
conference has been completely and hope-
lessly deadlocked to the point that even
the relatively minor matters of interna-
tional cultural exchanges have been found
utterly non-negotiable.

The determination of John Foster
Dulles to maintain an zir of optimism,

come what may, was finally frozen to a
grimace on his face, and at the end it
seems that the poor man was plunged
into such a pit of despair that he wias
stubbornly reluctant to agree to setting
a date for another conference of foreign
ministers,

Just what it was that hardened the
Stalinists’ position in the middle of the
Geneva conference it is probably impos-
sible for anyone outside “the closest
Kremlin circles to say.

What seems pretty clear is that when
Molotov first came to the conference, he
had been :instructed to assume a vague,

{Turn fo last pagel

FANTASTIC FICTION FROM FOGGY-BOTTOM

THE 50c PHONOGRAPH, & OTHER STORIES

b

By HAL DRAPER

We now have a Fifty Cent Phonograph, which is so cheap, so rug-

ged;.so -simple .that it “Can Be Air-Dropped With Messages for Red- .

Ruled People,” as the press announced with some jubilation on Nov. 11,

which used to be Armistice Day.

RCA has developed it, and David Sarnoff showed it the other day
to journalists. “A fascinating new weapon for the propaganda war,”

said the T'imes lead. Manufacture
it in. millions, drop it like leaflets
behind the Ironm. Curtain, and we
have solved the preblem: of how to
reach those enslaved people with
America’s Message.

The reports on Sornoff's LitHe Giont
Curtain-Piercer did not bother fo say
whether RCA's laboratory had olse work-
ed out for sure what the Message is.

There is, at-any rate, a good deal of
uncertainty about it. “Blow to Influence
of U. 8. Is Seen in Wake of Geneva,”
headlines the -Times as we write this on
Tuesday, with James Reston doing the
cerebration. It seems that U. 8. influence
is -deteriorating in Southeast Asia and
the Middle East, the acute spots; the
Western position is “serious” in Ger-
many; therefore the State Department’s

“reliance on military solutions™ in these

areas is being questioned; ete.

»Now; the Fifty Cent Phonograph is
not-intended for these areas, which don’t
need-it. The Message of the U. S. has
been sent through these lands with ex-
pensive - “hi-fi -eguipment, amplified v.flth

4

dollars, tuned in by the ruling govern-
ments themselves as like as not. Perhaps
there was something wrong with the
Message,

Never mind: the American way iz to
solve first problems first. First comes
the gadget.

THE CITRUS CRISIS

The Fifty Cent Phonograph is that
which was foreteld. Last year John
Scott’'s book Political Warfare summa-
rized U, 8. wisdom on the subject of how
to counter the Stalinists’ success in win-
ning the minds of men. Here is a pas-
sage:

"ther novel means [besides old-hat
things like leaflets] can be devised to
carry the written word. Sky-writing has
been tried, with indifferent success. . . .
When Soviet purchasing agents recently
tried to buy large quantities of surplus
butter from the U. S., it might have been
sold in slogan-decoraied containers. While
many U. S. companies meter-stamp their
mail with advertising promotion, the U.S.

Post Office has so far not found it possible J
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to work pelitical slegans or comments in-
to the cancellotion stamps on letters go-
ing to the Soviet area. The restraint of
private exporters has so for prevented
the stamping ‘of slogans on cifrus fruits ex-
ported to the USSR."”

The author of this profound book
wants slogans for lemons, instead of
vice versa. His penetrating study has
been out for months now. and yet the
eyvewash is =till on the inside of the
grapefruit, not on the outside. Is it any
wonder America is losing the eold war?

But then nothing much tame, either,
from the suggestion once made by Presi-
dent Eisenhower himself, that Arthur
Godfrev be put on the Voice of America
beaming directly to Moscow. It was a
fine opportunity lost for Godfrey to fire
Khrushchev, with two weeks severance
pRY.

Buvt jrst as John Foster Dulles comes
disconsolately home from Geneva (“it
has 'heen even more of a failure than
they zave the lmple sion it might be and

the repercussions are beginning to be -

heard”—Reston) alone comes Sarnoff’s
rugged, cheap and simvle phonograph
to make sure that the Message's reper-
cussions can be heard anywhere.

°
SOME DULLES DISCS
OF THE WEEK

But what shall the Message be? The
gadget is ready; all scientific problems

solved; the willing wax waiting to be
grooved. . .

e Make a record of the State Depart-
ment’s triumph in political warfare (re-
ported in the Times the same day as the
Fifty Cent Phonograph) as it welched
on invitations to Russian seed experts
to wvisit this country. They can’t come,
said Washington, because we have no re-
ciprocal group ready to go over there.

""State Department aides frankly admit-
ted that the Russians had grabbed the bail
on the ‘culfural exchange' field, appar-
ently because they knew just what they
wanted whereas U. S, policy was still in a °
state of fluctuation.”

This makes things puzzling. Has Gen-
eral Sarnoff’s laboratory ledarned yet how
to gadgeteer a record that will play a
fluctuating policy in a loud, clear tone"
With oscillating frequency perhaps?

In any case, since this country is being
so carefully protected from being over-
run with Russian hybrid seed specialists,
perhaps it is the Russians that will have -
to start manufacturing the gadget to
pierce the Iowa Corn Curtain with re-
corded lectures on Michurin-Lysenkoism, ,

fo Make a record, for example, on' Dulles’

confab with Dietator Franeo, in which

.they assured each other of their “frank-

ness, cordiality and reciprocal under-
standing, according to the friendship
that unites_both countries,” according to
the communigué issued. -

{Continved on page 4]




By BETTY PERKINS
Cleveland, Nov. 14

By a vote of 3 to 2, Ohio voters on No-
vember 8 turned down a CIO-sponsored
unemployment compensation referendum
after an extremely bitter campaign,

The initiative and referendum laws on
the books of many states are rarely used,
and almodst never employed by the labor
movement, This particular campaign, al-
though unsuccessful, opens up new ave-
‘nues of labor political action for the
future.

The proposed law increased the mini-
mum from $10 to $15 and the maximum
from $33 to $50 weekly, increasing de-
pendency allowance to $9 for three or
more children, for a period of 39 instead
of 26 weeks, Delaying and protesting ac-
tion of employers was made more diffi-
cult,

Also included waos the very important

4 proviso ‘that supplemental and Guaran-

teed Apnual Wage payments would be al-
fowed -by Ohio law, which .now deducts
such payments from the total benefits or
disallows them altogether.

Ohio workers under: the 1955 law took
a 62 per cent cut in their standards of

+ living, ‘as-against the 45 per cent cut set

up’ by the'original ‘law of 1939. In addi-

“tion; Ohio’ ‘employers pay only half the

. of claim is less than two weeks! Workers-
“must be -in good health, actively seeking
““work, and reporting weekly to the em-
‘ployment office.

national - average  premium  per $100' of
payroll. Stringent administration of the

law.means that 47 per cent of the claims

are -disallowed (agzinst 24 per cent na-
tional average) and the average length

VICIOUS CAMPAIGN

'f"he CIO~sponsored bill: was kept in
committee by the rural-dominated state
legislature)- which passed a competely
madequate bill of its own allowing a
weekly increase of a measly $3. Thus the

"CI0 'was forted to go to the referendum.

The TIO was joined by the AFL, the
United' “Miné Workers, = the railroad

By JACK WILSON

LABOR ACTION

brotherhoods, and individuals organized
as the Committee to Protect Standards
of Living. The employers, infuriated by
labor’s independent. stand, poured money
and personnel into the “Ohio Informa-
tion Committee,” openly backed by the
Ohio Chambers of Commerce and the
Ohio Association of Manufacturers.

This employer front-group waged an
incredibly vicious and slanderous cam-
paign against the measure. They were
joined enthusiastically by the capitalist
press, which supported their misrepre-
sentations 100 per cent.

Directed especially to rural areas, the
employer advertisements, large and fre-
quent, pictured slyly grinning ClO -work-
ers disporting on Florida beaches as mail
men bring them $256 monthly tax-free.
(This is the absolute maximum figure,
which only a few workers with three or
more children could receive.) Workers not
covered by GAW aqgreements were pitted
against their UAW brethren. Ohio workers
were pictured as "loafers, chiselers, and
bums.”’

By and large, the employers tried to

avoid discussions and debates (though
they participated when forced to) but
relied on the tricky wording of their
numerous ‘ads. As the campaign neared
its close, employer ads appeared on prac-

tically every page of local papers and:

radio spots were omnipresent.

The labor ecampaign distributed  five
million pieces of literature and used ra-
dio and newspaper space ‘té the limit of
its finances.

This was the first such campaign for
the labor movement, and naturally mis-
takes were made, from which much can
be learned for the future. First, the bill
was too complex, and this frightened the
voters and allowed employers to misrep-
resent it. The portion tying in the GAW
also made it possible to try to pit the
majority against a small part of the
workers.

Secondly and basically, the ecampaign
demonstrated that the union movement
as presently constituted is not organized

Detroit, Nov. 13

Like the chilling winds of November that herald a long and cold
winter, events of the past week cast a cloudy gloom over Solidarity
'House, headquarters of the United Auto Workers.

(1) Labor's enemies ganged up on the UAW and Walter Reuther in
the . Qhio. élection, and the daily press was bragging about it, as they
did in 1950 when the CIO and AFL campaign to defeat the.late Senator

“Robert Taft fell flat on its: face.

(2¥ In-Indiana, the election of
a pro—labor mayor at New Castle,
seat of the turbulent Perfect Cir-
cie sth!te ‘wa§ more' than offset by
the lbsé‘off NLRB elections i three
of “the’ corporatwn s nearby plants.

8) " And' in money-hungry’ Detroit,
where almost everyone has a fever think-
ing ahout How: much profit can be made
out of the proposed Ford stock sales, the
irifection spread among the- auto workers

. sufficierifly to’ énable the inimitable Carl

Stellato;: president of Ford Local 600, to
ask that Ford give the UAW members

. the- stock 'offer the UAW had turned

doiwh’last summer as a substitute for the
modified” GAW.

- The following special dispatch pﬂn}ed
in the Detroit Free Press from Akron,
Oliio speaks for ifself on what happened
i the Buckeye State last week.

“The decisive defeat- Ohio voters gave
the CI®’s layoff-pay plan was a stinging

-C.- O. Case Loses

Los Angeles, Nov. 13

The' U..S: Supreme: Gourt this week
réfused to’ ¥eview the conviction of Vern
Davidsont' for draft evasion. Davidson, a
socialist- conscientious objector, hdd been
appealive: -His 1953 conviction on the

~ . groundsithat the Selective Service Aect,

~which exempts only religious objectors,

is uncorstitutional,
<Davidson-is a former national secre-

. tary of the Young Peoples Socialist
- League; recently he has. been active in

the"- Socialist Party in Berkeley. Last
April he polled over 3000 votes as a

'Soélﬁfi‘igtmdidate for the Berkeley City

He' is leaving. Berkeley this
w@ék-- stirrender to.federal officials in

m’td to. Segm h’is 3~yem: i

denunciation in this state of CIO Presi-
dent Walter Reuther.

“The entire campaign against the pro-
posal was plammed around an ‘anti-
Reuther’ theme.

“Reuther was pictured as a wild and
unstable salesman who was attempting
to peddle: pie-in-the-sky schemes to Ohio
voters.

“The strategy was cleverly designed,
properly executed, and excellently financ-
ed by the Ohio Chamber of Commerce
and the Ohio Manufaeturing Associa-
tion,

“The ecampaign was calcu]ated to di-
vide the workers and labor chieftains. It
was a crusade against an individual de-
seribed 'as hungry for power at the ex-
pense of Ohio’s future economie growth.

“First stép was to scare the daylights
out of the rockribbed Democrats who
were told Reuther was trying to take
over the Democratic Party in Ohio as
he had in Detroit.

“Appeals went out to conservative
workers who heard the layoff plan would
crumble the foundation of the state’s
economic system.

“Labor bosses heard over and over
that Reuther was using the layoff plan
to get to the top of the merged AFL-
CIO,

“The public in general was told the
plan would, ruin: the state’s economic
future and stunt its industrial growth
and threaten all business.”

FOREGONE CONCLUSION?
The conclusion reached by one of busi-

ness’ strategists was this: “The outcome

of the campaign confirmed. my belief that

the most conservative man in American.
politics is~the: working ‘man with -the

steady job, a family and. a home. Razzle-
dazzle and uncertainties scare him.”

To Botster- that theory, I‘msmess ana- -

.lysts" O

hy Labor Lost the Ohio Battle

effectively for political action. Coordina-
tion between unions was poor. In many
locals the issues were never taken to the
rank and file. There was no systematic
drive to get out the vote; this was espe-
cially necessary since there was no state
or national office on the ballot. The blunt
truth is that labor needs a daily press
and a political party of its own.

SILVER LININGS

The present mood among Ohio union
officials is one of discouragement. They
feel they tackled too much. As a matier
of fact, there are certain: optlmlshc fac-
tors:

" (1) The vote in the election was ex-

tremely light. Although the newspapers .

trumpeted that--‘many workers voted
against the measure, this- is not neces-
sarily true. Urban voting was much
lighter than--rural voting and it is well
known that light voting favors the re-
actionaries. This only underlines that la-
bor needed to get out the vote.

(2) The fact remains that labor re-
ceived, despite all disadvantages, 38 per
cent of the vote. This is no mean achieve-
ment, for it must be remembered that
Ohio's Democratic governor, Frank
Lausche, opposed the measures, calling it
“fantastic,”” and other important leaders

of the Democratic Party were silent. The:

Republicans naturally were opposed. This

means that labor got nearly 40 per cent-

of the votes in opposuﬂen to the two old-

parties.

If labor could bet such a percentage of

the vote for a slate of labor candidates;
it would be sure of electing many office-
holders in a three-way election.

It is of course true that voters could.

vote for this measure without abandon-
ing their traditional party, a
would be necessary to vote for labor can-
didates. On the other hand, a labor party
could appeal for votes on a broad pro-
gram rather than a single issue, could
coordinate political action and supply
personnel to carry out this action ade-
quately.

/ Faces Problems on 3 Fronts

areas of Ohio proposal Four took a shel-
lacking.
In Dayton, where 47 per cent of the

workers are covered by the layoff plan of’

the UAW im contracts with General
Motors there, the plan was defeated
62,239 to 20,495. .

In Cleveland and surroundmg Cuya-
hoga County, where many UAW locals
exist, the vote was 2243674 to 168,813,

Parenthetically, there may be enough
rulings in other states to save the Guar-
anteed Annual Wage contracts at Ford
and GM, but the problem for the Ohio
“auto workers remains. Do they get a
nickel an hour instead, or what happens
t('»}o Lﬂ;e fund set up for them at Ford and

What is painful to ncord is that the
Ohlo résults were a foregone conclusion,
in spite of the major campaign by labor.
For it just didn't make sense that any pro-
posal like the GAW, which is so liftle en-
derstood in the more class-conscious shops
,0f the Detroit area, would serve as «a
rallying point for a crusade in Ohio.

FORD STOCK RUSH

How true this gbservation is may be
seen in the current problem of the Ford
stock sales, not to mention the dissatis-
faction among the skilled workers.

Since the mews of the forthcoming
Ford stock sales has simply filled the
newspapers here, ‘and an excitement like
a (alifornia gold rush has permeated
this automotive center, there has been
considerable discussion in the shops
about buying Ford stock, and about

whether the company vill give its work--

ers a chance to get some.

Again, the daily press was guick o
pomt out that the GAW plan signified a
maximum of $155 for a worker, while
the rejected Ford stock plan would earn
him twice that much now. And certainly,
if the Ford stock -makes the impact on
the market that is universally expected,
everybody is going to Be counting how
much they could have made. For Detroit
is a city, among other things, where
every . other old-timer tells youw how he

step wheh"

.

missed out on buying*stock in' the early -

Ford days, Chrysler ddys, or SOmethmg'

else.

- eniphasizes  that the dissatisfaction -with

-Last week -the issue was:hot. enough-
“for the’ neéws to be leaked that the UAW.

‘through  Ken: Barinon,: Ford directori‘had .
winformed: ithe: m«m;wm&;m;ﬁb- mﬁna,me._

ELECTRICAL WORKERS B

IUE Strikers

Standing Firm

By’ GERRY McDERMOTT

Pittsburgh, Nov. 18

As this 4s written, it appears that
Westinghouse has been defeated in its
attempt to stampede striking workers of
the CIO electrical union' back to work.
After a month of intense back-to-work
publicity by the company, the nation-
wide IUE chain is still solid.

Westmghouse forced the strike, appar-
ently in the belief that they could erack
some of the weaker locals of the Wes:
tinghouse Conference Board, and. thus
force the wmion to 'settle on company
terms. Toward this end the company has
been engaged in a publicity campaign
unprecedented- in the history of modern
labor relations in this area.

it has to be seen to be believed. The
company published not simply full-page
ads but double-page ads: They published
the same ad in three or four different
parts of the same paper on the same day,
and they did so in all the papers. This
went on for day after day. In:addition,
there were radio spots on every station
all the fime; all of them plugging the
company offer.

Despite this' fantastically expensive
barrage, the conipany has not ecracked
a single léeal. And the rest of the union
movement began to help the IUE to ‘an-
swer the corporation with union full-
page ads and television® and radio ap-
pearances. These were paid for by- the
Steelworkers and by the AFL, and plans
were made to step up the campaign.

At this point, the company decided to
abandon its strategy and give up the
propaganda campaign. It agreed to a
program proposed by the federal medi-
ator ‘whereby both sides would stop. ad-
vertising. Negotiations were switched
from tension-ridden Pittsburgh to New
York, and both sides agreed to bargain
for seven straight days.

It is likely that this will result in a
settlement, perhaps before this story is
printed. It is known that Westinghouse
is in a poor financial and competitive
condition at the present, a situation
which is being made worse daily by the
strike. With the union ranks, if anything
more solid than at the begmnmg of the
strike, a union victory seems in the cards
at this writing.

b r 4

jection to any plan the company wanted
to put into effect to give employees stock.
Stellato, of course,. jumped the gun for
publicity purposes in his demands on the
Feord Company.

At the time of the settlement of the
Ford negotiations in June, the following
exchange between Walter Reuther and’
John Bugas, vice president of Ford, took
place.

Reuther: “You can' tell them [the
press], John, that the union as a demon-
stration of its willingness to cooperate
withe Ford Motor Company has agreed
to-give the company a letter which will
enable the company to handle the stock
problem as they see fit”’

Later, Henry Ford II annouriced thgt
the company did-have a plan covering
its 40,000 salaried 'employees which it
exlpdected to apply when Ford stock was
sold.

PREVAILING MOOD

Given the limited direct benefits of the
UAW gains this summer, and the pressure.
of inflation, as well as envy and bitterness
at the fabulous profits of the corporation,
is it surprising. that a' campaign to get
stock for Ford workers should make head-
way, ond that Stellato is scoring a beat?

The pernicious effects of the Taft-

Hartley Law were evident in the Indiana
NLRB elections, for scabs were. allowed
to vote in the three plants. But.the fact
remains: that the decertification: petitions
began with former UAW members whe
were dissatisfied, as we pointed o6ut in
earlier articles on the' Perfect Cirele
strike situation. And the UAW was un-
able to win the confidence of the major-
ity of workers in those plants earlier. :
How much re-evaluation the UAW
leadership makes in the face of these .
adversities remains to be seen. One thing
they know for certain: The: increasing
number of local strike yotes and.of wild- .
cats, and ‘the open grumbling 2t the re-
cent -national skilled-trades: coriference,~

their-lot-in this period-of ‘super-collossal -

rospémty for: American: capitalism' s -
‘the prévailing: mwd - of ther auto’ Mers’*
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LONDON LETTER

~ Tory Budget Spurs Strikes,

Militant Demonstrations

By OWEN ROBERTS

LONDON, Nov. 10—The blanket of apathy and inertia which hung over
the British working class during the general election six months ago
is rapidly disappearing. It is being swept away by the wave of anger
_generated by the latest Tory attack on the workers’ living standards.
Chancellor Butler’s budget of a fortnight ago has succeeded where Labor

election propaganda failed.

The sharpening of class antag-
~onisms which has followed the
-budget is manifesting: itself in all
-spheres of working-class influence

-and organization:.In the trade un-

‘ions the pressure is building up
for an all-out drive for higher wages
and the long period of going-easy on
wage demands—in response to govern-
ment pleas—will surely soon come to
‘an end. -

The rank and file of the unions have
‘never taken-too kindly to this policy, and
quite understandably so. They could see
that while workers were asked to ease up
on wage demands in order to prevent in-
‘flation the boss class was helping itself
‘to 'a larger slice of the_national income
in the shape of increased profits and
dividends. The rank-and-file trade-union-
4sts have continually exerted pressure
upon the union leadership to end this
‘phony truce with the employers.

* But now there are indications that many
union leaders themselves have decided
‘that -the time has come to toss this policy
overboard. Few have so far made a pub-
lic pronouncement to this effect. but it is
generally known thaot many union execu-
tive committees are now in the process of
reformulating their wage polices. And it
‘is equally well known that many of the
right-wing leaders have now shifted their
position as a consequence of Tory policies.

‘PRODDING THE LEADERS

The union rank and file are becoming

‘increasingly militant and, on a number
of construction jobs, building sites and
dock sides, bodies of workers have staged
‘token' strikes against the government’s
policies.
" True, the numbér of workers involved’
is small, and true that in many instances
the strikes have been led by the Stalin-
ists. But important is the fact that even
these relatively small numbers of work-
ers are prepared to take part in what
are commonly designated as “political
strikes.” And cince the General Strike
of 1926, when the government raised the
‘whole hogey of “political strikes,” Brit-
ish workers have shown great- reluctance
to become involved in strike action which
does not -have some direct bearing on
their particular job.

In local trade-union branches the pres-
sure is also being. piled. on. Resolutions
.are streaming into union headquarters
from the branches, and they all express
great opposition o the Tory budget and
urge the leadership to advance fresh
wage claims. ;

This aetion reinforces the arguments
of those trade-union leaders who want
to come out in open fight against the em-
ployers and the government, and at the
same time prods those right-wing lead-

* ers wo are at the moment wavering be-

fore changing course.

'HOUSING FIGHT

in the lecal Labor Parties, too, feelings
are -now .running high and in many areas
plans are being laid to launch big-blows
«at the Tories. This is particulorly true in
relation o housing and rents.

Some 2,750,000 houses in Brifain are
owned by municipal authorities, and the
Tories, who have néver liked municipal
housing, are at this moment pushing
plans through Parliament which will se-
riously upset municipal housing schemes.
The subsidies paid through the central
government. exchequer for municipal
housing are being ‘slashed from 22
pounds to 10 pounds a year on-all new
houses, and it is intended to abolish such
subsidies completely within a few years.

Another feature of the attack on mu-
nicipal enterprise is the decision of the
government that local authorities must
cut back their spending and at the same
time seek the funds for their projects in
the private money market instead of
through the Public Works Loans Board,
a government body which makes loans

i Y
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available to local authorities. This means
that municipalities will now be in the
hands of the private money-lenders when
they need funds for housing or similar
projects, and they will have to pay high-
er interest charges as a consequence,

The net effect of these two measures
is that rents of tenants in municipally
owned houses are going to jump upwards
in the very near future. It also means
that thousands of people who are now
waiting for council houses will not be
able to afford them when their turn
comes round for rehousing.

MASS RALLIES PROTEST

Local Labor Parties are in many areas
preparing to conduct wide agitation cam-
-paigns among the tenants on this issue.
Already, as a consequence of Tory poli-
cies of pushing up interest-rates on loans
from the Public Works Loans Board fo an
all-time high of 5 per cent, some local
authorities have decided to put up rents.

And the tenants have reacted violent-
ly. In areas where the tenants are or-
ganized-in some form of loeal association
hundreds of tenants have declared a rent
“strike” and refused to pay the increased
rent. In' many cases.there have been law
suits. and evictions; and—in one or two
instances—physical violence.

In Crawley, one of the so-called New
Towns which were planned to disperse
the population from the densely built-up
surroundings of London, tenants are en-
gaged in a mass campaign against rent
increases, Last week 3000 people demon-
strated in the town and attended huge
protest meetings.

Most important of all, the local trade
unions have stepped in to back up the ten-
ants. When a demonstration was held last
Wednesday morning almost every major
industrial enterprise in"the town came to
a halt as workers downed tools and joined
in a protest march. The column of march-
ing workers and tenants stretched for
over a mile with people marching five
abreast, chanting slogans, singing songs
and waving banners. <

In the great industrial center of Bir-
mingham the local Labor Party has also
swang into action against the Tory plans
to smash municipal housing projects. It
has decided to launch a campaign which
will begin with a big demonstration of
protest later this month.

STORMY PASSAGE

In cities, towns and villages all over
Britain, Labor Party militants are pre-
paring schemes to .organize tenants into
a big fighting force against the Tory
government. All this is being done on the
initiative of local parties. As yet there
‘has been no decision from Party head-
-quarters to launch such a campaign on
a national basis.

_But, whatever the intentions of party
headquarters, there is no doubt that the
campaign is growing and will ultimately
reach the point where it becomes a na-
tional campaign of its own impetus,

Tenants living in the 8,000,000 pri-
vately rented houses are also due for a
rent inerease soon. For the government
has announced its intention of amending
the Rent Aects which place restrictions
on the amount of rent a private landlord
may charge. These Rent Aets were begun
during the First World War when ten-
ants in Glasgow organized a campaign
against landlords who were profiteering
from the wartime accommodation short-
ages. During the past forty years these
acts have been added to by successive
governments in order to protect tenants.
And now the Tories aim to tear down
this whole structure of rent restriction.

They will hdve a tough fight, for the
mood of the people is such that, with
careful planning and organizing by the
Labor Parties in the localities, \Hley will
offer considerable opposition.

With nearly eleven million tenants
fighting against rent increases and the
trade unions fighting - for higher wages
the government is in for a stormy pas-
sage. And every sign points to the fact
that rank-and-file Laborites intend to
make it as stormy as possible.

|DISPATCH FROM DUBLIN

By M. M.
Dublin, Oct. 24

As I mentioned in a previous dispatch,
De Valera’s party has in recent weeks
attempted to give itself a facial. Sean
Lemass, De Valera’s economic expert and
former minister of Industry in all pre-
vious De Valera governments, at a party
meeting in Dublin recently came out
with a blueprint discussion decument.

Nothing epoch-making emerged. Le-
mass emphasized that a poliey of full
employment required a “five year plan”
of state investment to prime the pump
of private investment, to create 20,000
jobs per year (equal to the rate of emi-
gration). No indication was forthcoming
how this massive capital investment pro-
gram of $600 million was to be financed.
For obvious tactical reasons, he eschewed
taxation directly and savings from cur-
rent revenue.

The unreality of the proposal was ghat
it dealt with industrial developmei® as
something distinet and apart from the
pivotal element in the Irish economy,
which is agriculture. The psychology of
peasant proprietorship is the half-sub-
merged economic iceberg that grinds to
bits the toughest political craft.

As political strategists, however, Le-
mass and De Valera are uncannily correct

in their assessment of the tempo of politi-

cal events, The immense personal prestige
of De Valera, and the group of former
revolutionary natienalists that he gath-
ered around him, has provided in the past
a mass following nurfured on nostalgic
reminiscences of the best days of the in-
dependence struggle. Thet brand of po-
litical hypnosis, however, was never suffi-
cient to retain this popular mass follow-
ing, and De Valera and his party in gov-
ernment pioneered socialwelfare and pro-
working-class legislation to disorient left-
swinging workers. g

Side by side with this, the party in the
government used public moneys to
finance, subsidize and generally develop
a native industrial capitalism protected
by tariffs and import duties. Now the
impasse has been reached.

Within the framework of ordinary
capitalist investment, no further prog-
ress is evidenl, on account of the migra-
tion of capital to the United Kingdom
and the sterling area generally, where
Irish investors are so “unpatriotic” as

ARGENTINA

De Valera’s Party Trying to -
Work Up Economic Solutions

e

to prefer the ecopomic “stahility”:of
British colonial exploitation: to invest-
ment at home. Lemass concentrates. ¢n
this aspect of private investment.as.com-
plementary to state accumulation of eap-
ital, and indicates a capital-gains tax.on
earnings invested abroad. But.thée,main
aspect is a massive state spending-spree,
undertaken to underwrite super-profits
for. private industrial expansion;. while
incidentally mopping up .some, of | the
unemployed. '

This is ‘“‘enlightened” capitalist. eco-
nomies, and the moth-eaten Laber:. lead-
ers sbtand mesmerized. by Lemass’ fast
double-play. Norton, Labor’s countef-
part of Lemass, has-reached the latter’s
position, but with -this difference: . Le-
mass is a bourgeois .politician who ap-
prehended it intellectually, while Norton
is a perverse representative of the class
that is potentially socialist and. anti-

_capitalist who has-drifted into that posi-

tion, if not in ignorant orthedoxy then
by corrupt design. G E
o .

THE TITOIST FOOTBALL . .. - - -
The arrival in this countiy, of, Tito’s
football ambassadors was greeted with a

wave of protest by, Catholic {Re)Action ..

and the archbishop of Dublin:"These ar-
gued that ,in the light of anti‘Catholic
persecutions in Yugoslavia,~the Foot-
ball Association of Ireland should’ not
play host to the “statified” - Yugoslay
footballers. R Rl i

If so, it is fair to reply; why not ex-
tend the protest to cover all the victims
of totalitarian repression, politieal. and
otherwise? Why stop at’ Stalinist, “or
Tito-Stalinist, repression? -'Why not
deed? -

Franco (and formerly .Peron)?

A Catholic friend of, mine remarked
with tongue in-‘cheek: #*But why indiét
your religious patrons?”’. Why not. in-

The Football - Association-held. firmly
to its decision in spite of active govern-
mental and clerical boycott. The: Yugo-
slavs skated home by four goals.to one,
watched without incident: by-atileast
20,000 Catholics out of a.total.of 22,000,
The Belgrade representative-in:Lomdon
made a hypocritical protest .in . :the
Irish Times and,.calling the pot black; he
accused the Catholic Church. of “intoler-
ance.” Shades of Djilas and.Dedijer.

Post-Peron Regime Is Attackihy Unions

The following dispatch was of course
written before this Sunday's overthrow
of the Lonardi provisional government.
—ED. 2
By JUAN REY

Santiago, Nov. &

Relations between the Lonardi regime
in Argentina and the workers are sharp-
ening now.

It was the workers who had permitted - .

the overthrow of the Peron regime and
the defeat of the “Beloved Leader” by
their political neutrality during the re-
bellion, the fact that they stayed at home

and refused to come out in defense of the -

regime at the call of the pretorian lead-
ers. A minority of the working eclass had
taken part in the anti-Peronist revolt, in
the first place the workers of the Social-
ist Party and the old free unions.

The neutrality of the main cadres of
the workers was quite spontaneous and
not an organized political action; but it
was the general and solidary attitude of
the workers as a class and that is most
important.

After the rebellion the workers did not
defend the dictatorship nor did they
manifest any support to it. The Lonardi
government promised to Trespect all
workers’ social rights and trade-union
independence. The workers waited to see
this carried out in deed.

But the Argentine bourgeoise took this
working-class attitude as the sign of iis
weakness and as an opportunity to inflict
a real defeat upon it. If the bourgeoisie
seeks to turn the overthrow of Peron to
its own profit, then its policy will en-
counter the spontaneous and organized
resistance of the workers. __

In this respect we have a very impor-
tant precedent in the reeent history of
South America. In Bolivia, after’ the vie-
torious popular revolution against the
Nationalist regime in 1946, the bour-
geoisie set out to seize all the results of

the revolution for itself; it set up a re-
gime which for six years: persecutéd the
workers, And so this regime !Wwas over-
thrown by an armed uprising in. 1952,
with the installation of a new National-
ist regime which _nationa_lizgd"'t(hé,_.mi'ngé.
(We are leaving out of aécount Here.the
limited nationalist and bourgeois charaec:
ter of this Bolivian revolution, which we
have analyzed in LA before.) =

same mistakes as the. Bolivian fin baroens
—turning - their - revolytion  agzinst . the
workers and solving the crisis at their
expense—then the analogy with the Bo-
livian development may be transformed
into living history. =
The Lonardi government has, for exam-
ple, decreed devaluation of the currency.
which means an automdtic cuf in workers’
wages. It also ordered the dissolution ‘of
the union committees and designated a
government overseer fo ‘administer the
unions pending new, free union elections,
But the workers, who had remained peace-
ful up to this point, locked. on this as an
attack on their rights and called a general
strike, ’ i
While it is true that these ynions were
or had been Peronist-led, still they wére
the only workers’ centers capable of ‘or-
ganizing defense of workers’ rights and
wages. This time the issue was not-Pe-
ronism but the life and existence ‘of ‘the
workers themselves. )
The Argentine revolution is entering
a new stage of internal class conflicts be-
tween the bourgeoisie and the workers,
and it is difficult to foresee.the outcome,
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The Stalinoid Road to Power in America

By EDWARD HILL

The current (November) issue of the
Monthly Review, the independent Stal-
inist magazme edlted by Sweezy and
Huberman, is largely devoted to memor-
ializing Eugene Debs. In an editorial en-
titled “Debs and the Future of American
Socialism,” the editors attempt to esti-
mate the petrspectives of socialism in the
United States because “there is :no

¢ greater tribute we can pay to Debs than
a really serious effort to understand our
present situation.”

Some 36 pages after this editorial,

there is a quotation from the man whose
~memory occasioned the analysis. It is
PDebs .saying, “The workers can be eman-
cipated. only by their own collective will,
the power inherent in themselves as a
.class, ‘and this collective will and con-
quering power can only be the result of
education, “enlightenment and self-im-
posed discipline.”
“  This serves as a fitting introduction to
the Monthly Review discussion of Ameri-
con socialism, for the editors of the mag-
axine lock for American socialism not
from the American working class, nor
even from the American socialist intel-
fectuals, but from . . . the example of
Stalinist Russia!

First, the editors consider the weak-
‘ness of the American socialist movement,

and then go on to analyze the possibility
of “its beconiing a significant factor in
Society once again: “The crux of the
miatter, it seems to us, is to demonstiate
‘that socialism is attainable in the United
States, that we do not have to rely on a
miracle or g disaster to bring it, and that
mtelhgent activity here and now can
hasten its coming and 'heip to solve the
problems of transition.”

One can hardly quarrel with this re-
jection of the “miracle” approagh, “the
ones; who imagine that the American
workmf? class has a basically socialist
attltude and will-soon throw off its pre-
sent misleaders and march forward to
the socialist goal.” This kind of non-
.sense is, reserved to the purveyors of :an
ostrich-like traditionalism (the SLP,
for example) whmh holds that nothing
has ‘happerned in_the last fifty years, or
to those vho plight their faith in a mys-
tical conviction that the American work-
ing class is getting more _socialist, day
by (fay.

SOCIAI.ISM BY EXAMPLE

But MR's second rejgetion is a little
amh:guoua. The editors write about the
“reliers on disaster”: “just let there be
another iorld war or another big de-
pression,’ they say, and soctalism ‘will
soon revive in’ the American working
class. Then we shall resume our inter-
rupbed forwa:d march.” In certain ways,
one can see. this as a rendering of the

ociaha; Workers Party position . (an
attltude wh:c}; some expelled, ultra-left
Stalinists recently referred to as the
“crucible theory” of history in which
the more cataclysmic the catas,trcphe
the more hope there is) and if it is, one
m"*&l‘“s& S5

g;he ME editors spell out the pos;.-
tioiv a lit€le fmore. They postulate a sit:
uation_in which “there is neither a big
war nor a big depression.” Is American
socialism then doomed, i. e., are the “re-
liers on_ dlsaster” in the rlght‘?

“This |s nof the point to argue the sub-
stantive ques!ian raised in the editorial;
my infention is o deal with an analysis of
How these independent Stalinists answer
the problem. They do find hope for Ameri-
can socialism in the obsence of either war
or depression. Heretofore, they tell us,
socialism came %o power in the wake of
cafastrophe—

“But this is changing under our very
eyes. Among one third of the people of
the world, socialism is now a going con-
cern, . and its performance is being
watched with sympathy and hope by
growing numbers outside the socialist
orbit. Every socialist success makes new
converts; every improvement in the
quality of life in the socialist countries
convinces . doubters.”

r ~
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“talitarian nature of Stalinist

But how does this affect the United
States?

“Let us concede that as the most ad-
vanced capitalist country we are likely
to be the slowest to be impressed by the
achievements of socialism. . .But these
‘are not the kind of developments to
which any people can remain’ pemmanent-
ly"blind. . . .Already our more intelligent
heads are beginning to understand, re-
duetantly and with mixed emotions, that
in-a peaceful competition of social sys-
tems, socialism is the predestined win-
ner. ., .Sooner or later, we too will see
the truth and draw the necessary con-
clusions.” )

To translate: “Socialism” in the above
quotations means Stalinist Russia. The
“more intelligent heads” who are begin-
ning to understand that “socialism”
(Stalinism) is the predestined winner
and therefore are supporting it are not
specified. Paul Sweezy and Leo Huber-
man, two candidates for the description,
have understand it for a long time. Sen-

g, Malone tecently came to something
near this position, but his conclusion was
for America to arm for preventive war.
And finally, the process of “seeing the
truth’” is apparently a euphemism for
the class struggle, or at least it occupies
the same place in this analysis as the
class struggle has traditionally held in
socialist theory.

WHERE'S THE WORKING CLASS?

But even more inteersting than this
Aesopian language (which, of course, is
not Aespoiun at all, but more or less typi-
cal Moathly Review socialism) is the ob-
sease of ‘an old socialist hero from .the
entire _analysis, ie., .the working class.
The lesson about Stalinism which is to be
{earned by the American people ("and we
mean to include: all but the special bene-
ficiaries of capitalism™) is to come. evi-
dently, in the absence of social movement,
class struggle, class-consciousness, and so
on.

The - editors evidently became con-
seious of the fact that this could pro-
vide the basis of a sectarian criticism:
“We shall perhaps -be sneeringly told
that we are counseling to American s0-
cialists a program of all talk and no se-
tion. This is nonsense. We are counsehng

2 program of purpoaeful action, Teach-

ing the truth is mot a matter of sitting
bagk and shooting off your mouth.”

“At the tail-end of the editorial, all of
this issues into the possibility that these
principles will lead to a labor party
“when the time is ripe.” But if socialism
is to be taught to' America by the ex-
ample of Stalinism, if it is to come in a
time of social peace unmarked by depres-
sion-or war, why ‘the sectarian conclus-
ion, why “a laber-based 'political party”
for the ‘peoplé; ii'e. “all but the special
benefieiaries of capitalism”? This would
seem' to hark” back to De Leonism, or
even back to that-old fogy Karl Marx
who, unable to forésee the -lessons of
Stalinism and learn. the truth from it,
kept -on insisting -that the self-conscious
activity of the wast overwhelming ma-
jority, lead by the working class, was the
road to socialism..

THE STALINIST MIND

The editorial ends with a call to begin
implementing its ideas “by studying
the life and works of Eugene "Victor
Debs”” All right:

“The class-conscious worker recog-
nizes the necessity of organization, eco-
nomic and politieal, and of using every
weapen at his .command—the strike, the
boycott, the ballot and every other—to
achieve his emancipation. He, therefore,
joins the union of his class and the party
of his class and gives his time and ener-
gy to the work of eduecating and lining
up his class for the struggle of his class
for emancipation.” (Debs, same maga-
zine, same issue, 32 pages later.)

The insight which this editorial suggests
is not a facetious one. 1t is that one can-
not consciously continually support a bu-
reaucratic, anti-democratic and _ anti-
working-class society like Stalinism as
"socialism” and still remain a partisan
of democratic socialism in one's own coun-
try. The difference between a Sweezy, a
theoretician who calls anti-freedom

_ "freedom,” and a French or ltalian worker

who mistakenly sees the Stalinist party as
the party of socialism, is incalculable.
The problem here is a particular one
for the intellectuals: revise socialism to
make :Stalinism fit into it in Russia, and
vou will end by revising it everywhere
else. The “unfortunate necessity” wh'ch
you -invoke as an explanation of the to-
society
will become a matter of principle.

[Continued from page 1)
o Make a record of the Times editorial
a couple of days later, headed “Wehr-
macht -1955,” greeting the establishment
of the new Germany army as it reorgan-
ized under the Iron Cross, emblem of
Prussian militarism.

‘Mere is the Message: "It was on Iron
Cross and not a Swastika. . . . It is for
defense . . . there was no alternative . . .
oot militaristic . . . might even be a sym-
bol of peace . . . sober and sorrowful last
recourse, if freedom cannof otherwise be
preserved . . . then all our hopes for
Western civilization are vain.” (Nov. 14.)

The above is a low-fi reproduction of
the editorial it is true, but little more
than the static is left out. Drop the rug-
ged, cheap little discs over Poland, the
Ukraine, Russia . . . the people will
rise....

DROP ‘EM ON NATCHEZ

o Make a record of Adlai Stevenson’s
speech (the day after Sarnoff’s) calling
for a UN police force in the Middle
East—while at the same time a vicious
guerrilla warfare gainst the Negro peo-
ple is raging in the Deep South of his
own country, and Stevenzon says not a
werd about sending in even the Depart-
ment of Justice which has a legal right
to investigate.

How about a UN pelice force in Mis-
sissippi? Here is a record for Sarnoff’s
Curtain Crasher:

"MEMPHIS, Tenn., Nov. 11 (AP)—Wil-
liam ‘Faulkner said ldst night thot con-

‘tinved rocial segregotion was as great a
‘threat to world peace as communism. The

‘novelist, speaking before the Southern
Historical Association, called for a "con-
federation of the free." regardiess of col-
or, ‘if we wont o world, or even part of
a world, in which individual man can be
fru.l -,

Muake a record:

"Dr. Theodore R. M. Howadrd, - Negro
physician and crusader for equl rights

‘in_his home state ‘of Mississippi, said here

yesl'erduy that the U. 5. had no right to
go to Geneva and propose free elections
in Germany as long as there were no such
elections in Mississippi.” -

_...Obviously these are doctrinaire people.

But make a record, General Sarnoff:
manufacture your rugged, cheap Fifty
Cent Phonograph.for. the NAACP to
drop over Mississippi.

FROM THE U.N. ALBUM

e Make a record of how,the 1. 8. spokes-
men crawled and. squirmed. .at the: UN
while refusing to vote for the. proposal
to investigate the raecist- Apartheid sys-
tem in South Africa. :

Mdke a record of. the State Depart—
ment delegate’s speeches at the UN in
favor of France on the Algerian issue, in
favor of Britain on the Cyprums issue—
get your Message across to the peoples.

o Make a record of the welcoming cere-
monies to dictator Castillo Armas "of

..
Demo Gains —
{Continued from-puge 11
why Humphrey was so mealy-mouthed
in. confessing on last week’s Meet the
Press program that the “loyalty oath”
is dead for the Democratic convention?)

Humphrey has not been "captured or
entrapped by the right wing of the party”
—heavens, no—he "has bored from within
to give liberals o means of presenting
their demands to the leaderhsip.” (And
of giving the leadership the means fo re-
ject those-demands, or anyway the few
the liberals took courage to make, like
Lehman's futile call for a pro-civil-rights
fight.)

Proof of the non-entrapment? “Amer-
icans for Democratic Action, which he
helped found, still approves him.”

What a man! Senator George loves

hlrn . he is “liberal adviser to John-
son” ADA approves of him . .. Strom
Thurmond is nice to him . . . he presents

the views of Lehman and Wayne Morse

. . bue “he had no trouble with the
problem of Communism” . .. truly, truly,
this liberal magazine has gone to a lot
of trouble to paint Humphrey as a verit-
able midchen fiir alle. Just the man to
run with Adlai Stevenson, that other
principled statesman.
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Reading from Left to Right SOC Phonograph__

Guatemala as he toured the U. S. last
week as a paladin of the anti-Communist
struggle and United Fruit.

Record the laudatery speech of Mayor
Wagner of New York at City Hall, ‘ex-
tolling the man as one whose “victory
over Communism” in Guatemala “was a
victory for us as well.” Record the
fruity little dictator’s speech at the UN
as he declaimed his love for democracy
and undying affection for his Ameri¢an
friends who helped him overthrow the
Arbenz government by armed force,

WHO'S HORRIFIED?

® Make a record of the Pentagon's ap-
proval (Nov, 6) of a report which for
the. first time took a strongly positive

atttinde toward the use of germ war-

fare—also “a complete family of chemi-

cal, biological and radiological weapons ..

for ‘actual use” if necessary.”

Turn up the volume on the passage
where it is pointed out that these weap-
ons are directed not only against mili-
tary perosnnel: but also the “civilian
population.”

"[The committee]l decried the concep--

tion that such forms of warfare were
‘horrifying in character’ and said they

had a “proper place’ in military 'planning. -

"The committee particalarly wrged that
the Chemical Corps undertake o public
relations campaign fo - achieve 'a more
candid recognition of the proper-place of
chemical and biolegical warfare.' The
committee was headed by Otto N. Miller,
vice president for operations ‘of #he
Standard Oil Company of California....”
(Times, Nov. 7.}

The place to drop this rugged, cheap
disc is obviously -over China.

L

GLIMPSE OF UTOPIA

Thus the triumphs of American tech-
nology and know-how will guarantee vic-
tory. What. difference will it make if
more lands follow the example of China
and North Vietnam in plumping for the
.Stalinist despotism as their lesser -evil
to capitalist colonialism? What differ-
ence will it make if—being forced to
choose between  the; capitalist world
whose oppression, thay know -on their
backs, and the new Stalinist tyranny
whose evils.they have still to learn—
more peoples are swallowed up by the
totalitarian imperialists?

If Stalinist . influence and power
spreads, why, call out the fleet and drop
the Fifty Cent Phonograph, with rugged,
cheap dises full 'of rugged, cheap talk
about democracy.

The greater the need, the more phurro-

graphs will have to be manufactured,

the more discs will be turned out.

Whole new plants will- have to be £

raised to meet the demand.

.A whole new: industry will be created.

It can amount to-a whole new capital-
ist reyolution, which will be celebrated
by A. A. Berle and SylviaPorter.

A new era can dawn: the Permanent

-Phonograph Economy.

RCA will split-its stock 57 to 1, and
seize the Defense Department from Gen-
eral Motors.

Boom times; no depression; fuil em-
ployment; Stx.lunsm foiled.

The beauty of it is that the records
don't have to say anything at all, not

even fluctuatingly; in fact, the less they

say, the more that have to be manufac-
tured eventually.

It is at this point that the State De-
partment will come into its own.
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SCLU: Disquieting Symptoms

Berkeley, Nov. §

Challenge (Oct. 31) reported the resolution adopted by the local
Student Civil Liberties Union aimed against the Berkeley YSL. At that
time YSLers in SCLU had been informed by the vice-president of SCLU
that they were not entitled to a copy of the resolution, because it might

violate “constitutional procedure.”

This bureaucratic decision was later

reversed by the-executive committee of SCLU under pressure from

some of is members, and it is now
possible to discuss that resolution
with the text at hand.

Following is the text of that res--

olution, originally presented by
the [Executive Committee and

amended by the membershxp meeting. of
Qctober 21;

“Resolved:

“That the Student Civil Liberties Un-
ion wishes to correct any misconeeptions
which may arise as a resiult of an article
published in the press of the YSL about
the formation -and content, of SCLU's
program. ‘The article in question -ap-
peared in Challenge on October 3, 1955
under the name of Michael Harrington,
and dealt with the fight for civil liberties
on American campuses.

“This article may .convey erroneous
impressions about SCLU. It is stated
that ‘Members of the Young Socialist
League on the California campus have
been instrumental in trying to persuade
SCLU: to-adept 'the kind of program dis-
cussed in this article.” It is a - well-known
fact=that the ecivil-liberties beliefs of
- 8CIAT are-derived from the stand taken
ovet the years by-'the’ American ~Civil
Libetties Union; an’ organization with
which we' have a close cooperating rela-
tionship.

“The article by Mr. Harrington fails
to sHow any single point of civil-liberties
philosophy that SCLU or ACLU does not
now hold. and has not held from their
inception. The implication that any po-
litical group within SCLU ha$ persuaded
that “organization to take its policy of
unalterable support for complete civil
liberties for all is utterly and completely -
false. Thus, we feel that it is self-evi-
dent that Mr, Hsn'nngton is mistaken in
the role he assigrnis to his colleagues in
SCLU.

“Insofar as the.article implies in any
way that the fight for civil liberties ‘is
part of a ‘broader struggle,’ presumably
for socialism, it must be firmly rejected
as part of SCLU doctrine, past or pres-
ent.

““Since Mr. Harrington’s . artiele is
probably based on a faulty knowledge
of our group, -we feel that a statement
of this sort is a necessity.”

SOME FACTS

As originally presented to- SCLU by iis
Executive Committee, the resolution con-
tained o section criticizing' the Berkeley
YSL on the question of its attitude toward
the rights of fascisis and asserting that
the Berkeley YSL does not stand for their
defense. The membership deleted this sec-
tion, although a large part of the meeting
revolved around it.

Two quotes should suffice to make it
obvious that the Berkeley YSL did not
oppose “full liberty under the law” for
fascists:

Challenge, Feb. 7, 1955: “We do not
accord the government nor ourselves the
right or duty to use juridical or physical
violence to restrict mmorlty political
groups of all shades in political, non-
violent activities.”

The Daily Californian, March 24,
1955: “The Berkeley YSL defends the
legal rights of all fascists to pursue non-
violent activities free from legal harass-
ment.” )

As for the resolution as adopted,.first,
it is a fact that the original SCLU pro-
gram in 1952 was.drafted by liberals and
socialists, ineluding some of the YSLers
now present in SCLU. Contrary to the
current official rewriting of history,
SCLU- did mot spring from the forehead
of ACLU, but-it-was only after formu-
lating and.living up to a full civil-liber-
_ties program for several ‘months that

SCLU was later recogmzed by the local
ACLU as a “cooperating” organization.

The creation and persistence of such a
non-partisan (neither socialist nor liberal)
organization was based upon honest col-
laboration of its founders, and the avoeid-
ance of any spurious aHtempis to “'cap-
ture” or alter the purposes of SCLU to-
ward either political direction. Later
some Republicans were also active in
SCLU.

As a matter of fact SCLU has a
much better position than the national
ACLU, especially in defending the rights
of Stalinists.

Regarding the necessity to view civil
liberties -as part of a “larger struggle,”
there was no attempt to inject the po-
litical views of -any segment of SCLU in-
to its program. It would have been wrong
to demand political agreement as the
Eprareqmslte for cooperation in the fight
to defend the civil liberties of everyone,
Naturalfy individual polmcal views col-
ored the rhetoric adopted in SCLU dis-
cussions, but these views were rigidly
kept out of SCLU’s official statements.

BAD SIGNS D oSN e

But what is really at stake when 4 few
SCLU members feel it important SCLU
business to search for socialist heresies
from liberalism or pacifism—such being
the real content of the last SCLU meet-
ing?

So far as a teaetion to publicity in
Challenge is concerned, SCLU has every
right to dissociate itself therefrom, pro-
vided- it does no violence to the facts in
this dissociation. -But while doing like-
wise for publicity by other groups as
~ well;“it should be realized that no demo-
eratic exception can be taken by SCLU
to other groups reporting on the activi-
ties of SCLU or of their members activi-
ties in SCLU.

Far mere seriously; bowover. there are
indications that this: was only o useful
pretext for dredging up criticism of the
YSL, because YSLers stand as an-ideologi-
cal road-block in SCEU ageiast a less lib-
erfarian orienfation. Thus we nofe the dis-
cussion smong a few:  SCLU people—in-
cluding the president—to the effect that
perhaps certain reforms in the government
security system might be introduced
which would make i+ more acceptable to
civilslibertarians. All such "reforms" s#ill
contain _provisions for a political police
and a massive dossier system, but only
eliminate "excesses.” Or more narrowly
the SCLU president's dogged resistance
to SCLU's denouncing student loyalty
oaths on the ground that in times of so-
cial disturbance the goverament is en-
titled—at least "constitutionally"—to ex-
pel student political dissidents.

There is also a new line of argument

for ecivil liberties “ab constitutione,”
which means restricting one's concern
for liberties to what can be squeezed out
of the Constitution by interpretation.
No matter whether something is undemo-
eratic or not, the question is, Is it con-
stitutional?

In conclusion the Berkeley YSL re-
iterates its desire to see SCLU flourish
as a non-partisan civil-liberties organi-
zation. However, whether this is possible
rests to no small extent upon the desire
of a few people in SCLU to change its
character, and the reaction of SCLU’s
membership. to proposals implementing
such changes. Should SCLU become a
liberal front group as opposed to its
present status of a non-partisan associa-
tion of liberals and socialists, and aban-
don its earlier principles, this will be a
loss for the university community as
well as a hollow victory over some so-
cialists in SCLU.

New Issue of ‘Anvil’ Rings the Bell

The Winter 1956 issue of Anvil and
Student Partisan, student socailist mag-
azine, handsome in its mnew red-col-
ored heavy-cover format, has just rolled
off the press and will shortly go on sale
on campuses, in bookstores and at news-
stands all over the country.

The new format and the excellence of
its articles guarantee this issue.a brisk
and widespread sale. Challenge readers
who cannot get their copies through nor-
mal channels in their localities can q;der
Anvil from its office, 36 East 10 Street;-
M. ¥. C., or from the YSL national’
office, 114 West 14 Street; N. Y. C. Sin-
gle copies sell for 25 cents; bundles.of
10 or more can be ordered for 20 cents
each,

The lead article in th.ls 1ssue, entitled
“Be Happy, Go Liberal,” was written by
Harvey Swados, well-known novelist and
literary critic. Swados’ piece constitutes
an analysis and eritque of that new:- in-

¥YSL (amp Was
A Big Success

The - following 'report of “the N.” Y
YSL encampment was erowded out of
the past few issues of Challenge as a
result of the press of other material. We
opologize to correspondent- Mulligan ' and
the New York YSL® fm- the delay —En
By B. MULLIGAN . e

New' Yoik, Oct. 25

Over fifty comrades and fnends of the
YSL -participated in the h]ghly success-
ful encampment sponscrred by the New
York unit of the Young Socialist League
at Camp Goodwill in Butler, N, J. this
past weekend, with 30 present for the
entire two-day period. ¢

The campers attended two classes,
hiked through the.woods, played base:
ball, enjoyed themselves at a Saturday
night social (which featured folk-danc-
ing led by H. and ‘A. Draper) and-par:
ticipated in' many other activities.--The
beautiful Indian Summer weather, which
obtained all through.the weekend, helped
make it an enjoyable affair.

The first educational session, Saturday
afternoon, featured-Bob: Bone, contribu-
tor te Anvil and Dissent, in'a discussion
of the Negro novel. .Bone analyzed the
various stages of development of liter-
ature written by Negroes and showed
how they reflected the ‘dévelopments in
the consciousness of the Negro:people.

During a sessiomr held ountdoors-in the
warm fall sunlight the. following after-
noon, Max Shachtman, national chair-
man of the Independent Socialist League,
gave a talk on the early'days of the
American Communist Party. He exam-
ined the development of the CP from the
Socialist Party until 1928, and explain.ed
that despite its sectarian and other mis-
takes it was a serious revolutionary
party which after its first few years be-
gan to develop in a healthy direction,
until the Stalinist degeneration set in.

All who attended declared the camp to
be a delightful experience. The New
York YSL is plarning to conduct an-
other weekend encampment early next
spring.

ra . ~
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tellectual type, Liberal MeCarthiensis,
which has arisen in recent years -in
Partisan Review-Commentary-American
Committee for  Cultural Freedoin
circles. More specifically, Swados sub-
jects An End To Innocence, a-recently
published work of Leslie Fiedler. (a
-prime example of this species), to a
searching examination during the course
of which Fiedler’s flagellating ecapitula-
.tion to MeCarthyism is dissected and
laid bare.

Abe Stein, wr:ter for La,pox Ac-non
am:l the New International, contributes
an article, “The ‘Religiom.of Sociology,’ ”?
in which the weakness of academic so-
ciology is .analyzed. He _convincingly
shows that it has failed to develop .a
coherent and systematic body of theory
to explain society.

“Koestler—the Unpolitical Political,”
by Michael Harrington, national chair-
man of the YSL, discusses the works of
that writer and -peints out that Koest-
ler’s. confused ‘thinking about polities
and ethics leads him to the adoption of
reactionary political positions.

George Rawick, an Ameriean historian
who has ‘been published in Dissent and
the South Atlantic Quarterly, deals with
the views of such historians as Louis
Hartz, who assert that America is ex-
empt from class struggle and the growth
of a socialist movement; in *“The Hartz
Mountains of Liberalism.” Naomi Tcha-
dirdjian, who covers African affairs at
the' United Nstions, analyzes America’s
reactionary role in relation to the strug-
gles of the African peoples for inde-
pendence,

“Tim Wohlforth’s article, "Commumsm
in Bobbysox,” describes -the - nature of
current Stalinist politics among students
and young people; it examines the
“popular-front” antics of the Stalinist
Labor Youth League. The final article in
this issue- of Awnwil, “Germany. After
Geneva,” by H. B. takeq up recent devel-
opments on the Wworld scene. The issue is

rounded out with editorials, several bools -

feviews, a movie review and poetry. )
All mdlcat.:ons pomt to a cumplete sell-
out of this issue in a short time, a fact
which should surprise no one. The cur-
rent number of this expression of sfu-
dent socialist, radieal, and anti-war
opinion is one of the best issues in recent
vears and will be eagerly recewed ‘and
drscussed in political an I other c:rcles
among students. '

Picket French Ccnnrhn‘e :
Protesting Algerian War

Eos A'ngeles, Now. 13

The  continuing French war against
Algeria-was the object of a demonstra-
tion yesterday befdre the French consu-
late in Hollywood. The picket-line, called
by a group of individuals, was partici-
pated in by the Young Socialist .League,
Young Peoples Socialist League #¥SP),
pacifists, and others, Students from at
least five California campuses were rep-
resented.

Posters earried by the demonstrators
called on France to get out of North
Africa and attested solidarity ‘with
French soldiers who are resisting the
war in Algeria. Signs also protested the
brutal massacres perpetrated by the
French and the use of U. S.-supplied
military equipment agamst the North
Africans,

The consulate is located on a residen-
tial side-street in the -Hollywood -Hills’
Cadillace belt. For this reason, there were
no pedestrians, but many automobiles
stopped to find out” what was gcing on.
Most of the passers-by seemed seriovsly
interested, but one driver yelled “Why
don’t you guys ge te. join Trotsky?”

A8

Photographers were present from one ' . .

of the national news services; in addi-
tion pictures. will probably appear i the
student newspaper at the California In-
stitute of Technelogy.. The widespread
television and newspaper coverage which
a YSL demonstration at the consulate
received last -August.was not repeated.
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LABOR ACTIGC ..

Habib Bourguiba
Vs. Salah ben Youssef

J

.

By A. GIACOMETT!

he Spli t in the
‘unisian Nationalists

Paris, Nov. 8

Compared with war-torn Algeria and an unsettled Morocco, Tunisia
stands out as an island of peace and, in the official view, as a testing
ground for a “French Commonwealth.” This view is shared by the
moderate nationalist leaders like Habib Bourguiba, who said in a recent

speech:

“We have internal autonomy, it is a living reality. Favoritism and

humiliations have come to an end.
The Tunisian people can govern
itself. A homogeneous Tunisian
government has been formed; its
decisions are no longer censored;
it is free to take the decisions that
it considers to be necessary for the ful}c-
tioning of the new regime. The eity
eouncils are' in Tunisian hands, the new
mechanism is working and it must be
prevented from creaking.”

. The/real situation of the country is far
vemoved from these rosy vistas. In fact,
Tunisia has passed from one crisis to

of'“@irect administration by a colonial
power nor of colonial-warfare, but it has
pew problems, some of which had existed
in a latent form throughout the colonial
f€ra. .

. ' The first victim of the .new stresses:and:
strains has been the representative party
of ‘Tunisian nationalism, ;the Nea-Detsour
i#self. The Franco-Tunisian Conventions in
particular have been the issue around
which the conflicts in the country and in
4be “party have  crystallized, - culminating
§n a split in the Neo-Destour,

““The  Franeo-Tunisian Conventions,
which weve ratified this summer, are the
juridical expression of the new semi-
colonial status of the country. They
greatly curtailed French domination on
the administrative and political levels,
but maintained it on the military, and
consolidated it on the economic levels.

" The Conventions did not turn Tunisia
into a sovereign state, nor did they free
+he Tunisian people from the scourges
of colonial exploitation; they merely as-
sociated the Tunisian bourgeoisie with
the administration of the country.

. As . such, they were the crowning
gachievement of the leading reformist
tendency of the Neo-Destour, led by the
fga.fty”s_ president Habib Bourguiba.

RIGHT WING'S PARADOX

.3 Peaceful change, gradualism and mod--

eration, have always seemed to th_is ten-
deney the appropriate way to obtain con-
cessions from - colonialist governments.
T.ike the right-wing nationalists
(UDMA) in Algeria, Bourguiba and his
Supporters have spent a great deal of
time fighting ‘“extremist” tendencies
withimr the nationalist movement.
- “The attifude of the Neo-Destour leader-
ship toward the “fellagha"' nwemeul- (the
guerrillc army) was significant in this re-
spect. They were caught in the uncomfort-
able, parodox of being able to follow a
conciliatory policy of negotiations only
Beiause ‘their demands - were backed by
+he ormed resistance of elements who
stdod for uncompromising struggle against
the French government. i
-“The Neo-Destour could neither disa-
vow nor oppose the “fellaghas” beesn?se
they represented too valuable a bargain-
ing-point against the F-renc_h govern-
ment, and because they manifestly en-
joyed support from the ranks of the Neo-
Pestour itself. On the other hand, the
" guerrilla army represented an uncon-
trollable political center which was 1in
the process- of developing a far move
radical line than the Neo-Destour was
then willing to follow. It is safe to say
that the voluntary disarmament of the

& “fellaghas” relieved the reformist wing

of the Neo-Destour as much' as it re-
fieved the French administration.

BOURGEOIS PROGRAM

-=Jor reasons such as this, the leader-
ship ‘of the Neo-Destour considered the
sighing of the Franco-Tunisian _C_on?en-
tons as-a great vietory. In their view,

L ch CH

another: it no longer has the problems

the ‘path -was now open for a-gradual,

peaceful evolution toward independence,

without mass intervention from below,

and without significant changes in the

social structure of the country.
_ This program reflected very accurately

the aspirations of the Tunisian bour-
geoisie, in particular of the large land-
owners like- Tahar ben Ammar, present
head of the government, or Chadly
Rhaim, minister of communications and
leading miember of the Socialist Party.

These landowners have organized Tu-
nisian agriculture on a capitalist basis
by extensive mechanization and moderni-
zation, while at ‘the same time lowering
the ‘living standards of the peasants to
the barest subsistence level. The yearly
average income of a peasant in South-
ern “Tunisia is -approximately $15. The
customs union with France, for instance,
benefits the land owners alone, among
the Tunisian population, while it hinders
the development of a native industry
that could absorb the unemployed.

The Franco-Tunisian Conventions there-
fore fully satisfied only the Tunisian bour-
geoisie and: the French interests. They are
unsatisfactory for. all other classes in the
population: for the peasants, who are di-
rectly threatened by the extension of the
great estates; for the agricultural werk-
ers, who are employed on these estafes
at starvation wages; for the industrial
workers, who are in constant ‘economic
conflict with their employers, both Tu-
nisian and French; for the artisans, who
cannot compete with cheap French manu-
facturers; for the merchants and shep-
keepers, to:whom the new "austerity”
policy of the Tunisian government only
means a greater tax burden and ‘a-diminu-
tion of the purchasing power of their cus-
tomers.

CRISIS AND CONFLICT

- In vyeality, the - ratification of the
Franco-Tunisian agreements opened a
period of social strife. Moreover, these
confliets ‘were sharpened by an economic
crisis.

This crisis has several permanent rea-
sons, of which technological unemploy-
ment is the most important: both artis-
ans and peasants become unemployed
proletarians as French industry, favored
by the customs union, and the industrial
agriculture of the large estates, ad-
vances. To arrest this evolution, a sweep-
ing agrarian reform would be necessary.
The land of the estates would have to be
divided up among the peasants; then co-
operatives would have to b2 organized
and subsidized to enable the peasants to
exploit their land effectively.

However,” there' is mo workable land
available except the estates of the bour-
geois supporters of the Neo-Destour, or
the French-owned estates which cannot
be nationalized under the terms of the
Conventions. Neither is there capital
available to support the development of
rural cooperatives umless foreign loans
are contracted.

Another permanent factor of crisis is
the “overpopulation” or, better, the un-
dercapitalization of the country. For the
past twenty-five years, the production
of the most important staple, wheat, has
increased by a fifth, while the popula-
tion increase has been 60 per cent; in
fact, wheat production per head has di-
minished by 18 per cent.

These permanent factors.were disas-
trously intensified by a succession of
three dry summers and bad harvests, of

' which this year's was the worst. At the

. present time, there are 600,000 unem-
ployed .in Tunisia.. (about. 18.5 per cent
of the total population). Although there
are: public-works projects, these only
support:45,000:workers: NOW.:

. The government's possibilities in meet-
ing this situation are limited. I¥ cannot
*touch French enterprises, which are pro-
tected by the Conventions: if connot
touch ¥he Tunisian capitalists, who are one
of its mainstays; the only thing it can.do
is to "increase production" and decree a
‘policy of "austerity,” le., harder work
and lower living standards for.the work-
ing class. -

On September 29 Minister of Finance
Hedi Nouira described the elements of
such a policy in a speech to the French
and Tunisian Chambers of Commerce,

“Even with a policy of austerity, we
cannot keep the expenses [in the budget]
from increasing under the pressure of
the increase in population and the im-
peratives of progress, In the last analy-
sis, we must therefore direet all our
efforts to an inerease in resources. To
develop our agricultural production is
ome vital and urgent necessity. To favor
the development for all, and by all means
at our disposal,-of a viable industry, is
another. For these reasons, our financial
policy must be adjusted to our economic
policy. The government to which I have
the honor of belonging has decided to
take every possible measure to hasten
the development of the country’s re-
sources in order to fight against unem-
ployment and to face social necessities
that become more pressing every day.”

NEW OPPOSITION

In short;, the leadership of the Neo-
Destour-finds itself in the dangerous posi~
tion of a nationalist party -which-has to
administer o colonialist economy in the
midst of an economic crisis.

Whichever way it turns, it cannot
maintain the unity of the party, a coali-
tion of conflicting social classes which
common struggle  against French rule
had kept together for over 20 years.

The first to split in the present situa-
tion were those who were hardest hit by
the Conventions: the peasants and the
independent petty bourgeoisie, leaving
the working class and the bourgeoisie
in an uneasy alliance.

This radicalism of the independent
petty bourgeoisie is mnothing new in
North African nationalism. Its political
complexion may be compared to the tra-
ditional wing of the Moroccan Istiglal,
represented by Allal El Fassi, or to the
more exclusively nationalist. elements in
the Algerian underground. It ‘draws its
leadership from the Cairo exiles, who
have received much support from the
Egyptian junta and who, in their propa-
ganda, sometimes lapse into reactionary
and chauvinistic overtones.

In Tunisia, the leader of this opposition
has been the secretary-general of the
Neoc-Destour, Salah ben Youssef. Immedi-
ately after the ratification of the Franco-
Tunisian Conventions, he denounced them
as dangerous for the future of the coun-
#ry. and proclaimed his intention to re-
tirn to Tunisia to "hinder +their: opplica-
tion.” He correctly criticized them as:le-
galizing the most important aspects . of
French domination. "France has remained
the unquestioned master of Tunisia's des-
tinies. . . . From the economic and finan-
~cial point of view, France is continuing to
despoil the country as it did in the past.”

BEN YOUSSEF'S LINE

In a recent speech, which is also re-
vealing as to the nature of his appeal,
Salah ben Youssef spelled out his imme-
diate program:

“I returned to Tunis to work for the
good of the fatherland and for God's ve-
ligion. Since my return, I publicized a
bitter truth which some would keep hid-
den from the people. If the people ap-
proved the Conventions, it would betray
the sacred memory of the martyrs who
lie buried in all corners of our dear
Tunisia,

“I have said, and I repeat, that the
Conventions represent a 'step backward.
Yes, it is true, we lived before under a
despotic regime which had been imposed
upon us by foree. But we were free to
demand-all our. rights, to see ‘the -Tuni-
sian flag flying over the- publie-adminis-

trations and to constitute an autonomous
government.

“This flag now cannot fly outside of g

our country. Abroad, we are represented >
by France, which also has the right to .
raise an army, whatever its size may be.
. .. In case of war against our Algerian
or Moroccan brothers, France will be
able to use the strategic advantages of
our country. Was the sacrifice of oupr
basic positions a step forward? Tt would
have been preferable to obtain one in-
stead of ten per cent of our rights and to
remain free of all commitments toward
France.

“Before Bourguiba, Ben ¥Youssef or -4
Mongi . Slim, the peoplé alone have the
last word. . . . I have not said that it
was necessary to fight the Conventions
by force of arms. Is it not possible to
organize a congress where all the repre- ]
sentatives of the people could express
themselves freely to examine the Con-
ventions? A decision taken at such a
congress would be binding, I am certain
that the people will decide against the
Conventions.”

RETROGRESSIVE TONE

Salah ben Youssef's denunciations of the g
Conventions and of the party leadership
have been countered by the latter with
his expulsion from the party, along with
three of his leading supporters. At the
same time, the Political Bureau decided 4
to call a congyess for November 15. :

Salah ben Youssef has ecalled for a
boyeott of this congress, and has con-
voked a minority congress for the first
weeks in 1956. Sinee his expulsion, he
has traveled through the eountry, rally-
ing his followers and frequently elashing
with the supporters of Bourguiba. Skt

As yet, there is no such thing as a =
program of Salah ben Youssef’s ten- -
dency. The only concrete element in its &
propaganda is the rejection of the Con-
ventions. The propagandistic tone is
nevertheless revealing;-it shows a with:
drawal to exclusively nationalist posi-
tions, with a strong emphasis on pan- L
Islamism, return to traditional customs, : e
religion—perhaps in the hope of concili- ‘
ating the traditionalists of the Old Des-
tour, who also oppose the Conventions,

Such a withdrawal is an inevitable
consequence of the passivity of  the
French labor movement, which failed to
support the North African peoples. Had
it intervened, it could have contributed ,
decisively to orient the radical wing of
the nationalist movement in'a positive
way. .

But even in the present situation, the
future of revolutionary nationalism does
not lie in the hands of Salah ben Yous-
sef’s followers, but will be determined
by the Tunjsian labor movement, in par-
ticular the UGTT, the trade union feder-
ation.

LABOR TAKES A HAND

In the present conflict between Bour-
guiba- and Saolah ben Yousgef, the UGTT
has supported the reformist tendency of
the Neo-Destour. However, this alliance
has been neither unconditional nor very

gl Sl
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-stable, and the nature of the conflicts be-

tween the UGTT and the government
shows that it is not. likely to be lasting
either. : '

In July, a general strike was narrowly
averted as the UGTT and the three
small federations (F.0., CFTC and the
Stalinist USTT) demanded a general
wage raise of 30 per cent. The govern-
ment countered the demand with com-
pletely insignificant proposals, then
granted a 10 per cent raise and fringe :
benefits after a series of industry-wide -
strikes threatened to  disorganize the
whole ecemomy. : o

At the time, Ahmed ben Salah, the
secretary-general of the UGTT, made a
speech -which-is.as good a statement as
any of the UGTT’s policy and perspeec-
tives., He said, among other «things: }

“Our federation will not tone down its
traditional . struggle; . . . it intends to
safeguard the right of our country to
exercise its sovereignty; it will see to it
that the social content of our nationalism
does not retreat before any pressure....
What we want above all is that the so-
cial and. ecenomic problems take prece-
dence over all other considerations. We
must take rapid action to establish the
new institutions and a reign of social
justice and political democracy over the
ecountry, . . ."” .

As a warning to the next government,
which was to take office in September,
Ahmed ben Salah said a few days later:

“If the next government does hot es-
tablish an action program in agreement
with the national organizations [mean-
ing the UGTT] we shall have a free
hand, regardless of who the new cabinet
and its head may be.”

One detects in this speech, as in the

{Turn fo last-page)
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A PA(:';E FROM THE HISTORY OF COLONIALISM

By Rosa Luxemburg:

HOW FRENCH IMPERIALISM

DESPOILED

A

Today, while the Algerian struggle of national liber-
ation against French colonialism is in the headlines,
we take the oppertunity to présent « classic analysis
of the impact of imperialism on subject: peoples—Rosa
Luxemburg’s passage, in her Accumulation of Capital,
on Algeria, published just before the First World War.

Biitish India and French Algeria ave the two cuase
gstudies in Luxzemburg’s book of the way in which de-
veloping capitalist imperialism inevitably sought to
recreate in its own image all economic and social life
in the less developed countries it had seized, disrupting
the lives of the people on its way.

“Next to tormented British India,” begins Rosa Lux-
embuig, “Algeria under French rule claims pride of
place in the annals of capitalist colonization.”

First, she explains, when the French conquered Al-
geria, there still remained among the Arab-Kabyle
papzdat,wn ancient social and economic institutions, and
in part these still survived at the time Rosa was writ-
ing. “Nearly half of the productive land is jointly held -
by Amb and Kabyle tribes who still keep up the patri-

- archal customs.” Many families still led a nomad life.

“The fields of those Arabs who had settled on the land
were in most cases the joint property of the clans, and
the great Kabyle family associations also lived accord-
ing to old traditional rules under the patridrchal guid-
ance of their elected heads.”

‘She describes the primitive-communal character of
the clans: “not only the fields but all the tools, weapons
and monies, all that the members acquire or need for
their work, are communal property of the clan. Per:
sonal property is confined to ome suit of clothing, and
in the case of a woman to the dresses and drnaments of
her dowry. More valuable attire and jewels, however,
are considered common property, and individuals were
allowed to use them only if the whole family approved.
If-the clan was not too numerous, meals were taken at
a common table; the women took it in turns to cook,
but the eldest were entrusted with the dishing out. If @
Family circle was too large, the head of the femily
would  each month ration out strictly preportionate
quantities of uncooked food to the individual families
Wwho then prepared them. ...’

These social relations were already sertously im-
pairéd by Turkish rule, established in the 16th century.
By the time of the French conquest, only 12.5 million
aeres remained the communal property of individual
Arab clans.

With this background, Luwemburg analyzes the
dynamics_ of French imperialist rule in the section
which we reprint below, somewhat condensed.

With their conquest of Algeria, the French made a
great ado about their work of civilization, since the
country; having shaken off the Turkish yoke at the be-
ginning of the 18th century, was harboring the pirates
who infested the Mediterranean and trafficked in: Chris-
tian slaves. Spain and the North American Union in
particular, themselves at that time slave traders on no
mean scale, declared relentless war on this Moslem
iniquity.

France, in the very throes of the Great Revolution,
proclaimed a crusade against Algerian anarchy. Her
subjection of that country was carried through under
the slogans of ‘“combating slavery” and “instituting
orderly and civilized conditions.”

- Yet practice was soon to show what was at the bot-
tomr of it all. It is common knowledge that in the 40
vears following the subjection of Algeria, no European
state suffered so many changes in its political system
as France. . .. Yet French policy in Algeria remained
undeflected by this succession of events; it pursued a
single aim from beginning to end; at the fringe of the
African desert, it demonstrated plainly that all the
political revolutions in 19th century France centered
in a.single basic interest: the rule of a capitalist bour-
geoisie and its institutions of ownership..

"%The bill submitted for your consideration,” said
Deputy Humbert on June 30, 18783, in the session of the
French National Assembly as spokesman for the Com-

+ mission for Regulating Agrarian Conditions in Algeria,

“js but the crowning touch to an edifice well-founded
on awhole series of erdinances, edicts, laws and decrees
of the Senate which together and severally have as the
same object: the establishment of - private property
among the Arabs.”

In spite of the ups and downs of internal French poli-
tics, French colenial policy persevered for 50 years in its
systematic and deliberate efforts to destroy and disrupt
communal property. It served two distinct purposes.

The break-up of communal property was primarily
intended to smash the social power of the Arab family
assoeiations and to quell their stubborn resistance
against the French yoke, in the course of which there
were: innumerable risings so that, in spite of France’s
military superiority, the country was in a continunal

:state.of .war1

. “We-must lose no time in dissolving the famlly

i agsocn(hﬁns, -gince they arethe lever of all’ nppps:t:m =
.. againstour:rale’™ (Bnputy D:dlbr i’n fhe Nat:ml hs-
.. -sembly-of A861).- -

ALGERIA

Secundly, communal property had to be disrupted in
order to gain the economic assets of the conquered coun-
try; the Arabs, that is to say, had to be deprived of
the land they had owned for a thousand years, so that
French capitalists could get it. '

DISRUPTING THE COMMUNAL ECONOMY

Once again the fiction we know so well, that under
Moslem law all land belongs to the ruler, was brought
into play. Just as the English had done in British India,
so Louis Philippe’s governors in Algeria declared the
existence of communal property owned by the clan to
be “impossible.” This fiction served as an excuse to
claim for the state most of the uncultivated areas, and
especially the commons; woods and meadows, and to iise
them for purposes of colonization.

-A complete system of settlement developed, the so-
called caontonments which settled French colonists on
the clan land and herded the tribes into a small area.

Under the decrees of 1830, 1831, 1840, 1844, 1845 and .

1846, these thefts of Arab family land were legalized.

Yet this system of settlement did not actually further
colonization; it only bred wild speculation and usury. In
most instances the Arabs managed to buy back the land
that had been taken from them, although they were thus
incurring heavy debts.

French methods of oppressive taxation had the same
tendency, in particular the law of June 16, 1851, pro-
claiming all forests to be state property, which robbed
the natives of 6,000,000 acres of pasture and brush-
wood, and took away the prime essential for animal
husbandry.

This spate of laws, ordinances and regulations
wrought havoc with the ownership of land in the coun-
try. Under the prevailing condition of feverish specu-
lation in land, many natives sold their estates to the
French in the hope of ultimately recovering them.
Quite often they sold the same plot to two or three

- buyers at-a time, and what is more, it was quite often

inalienable family land and did not even belong to them,

. . There followed an infinite number of lawsuits in
which the French courts supported on principle -all
partitions and claims of the buyers.

In these uncertain conditions, speculation, usury and
anarchy were rife. But although the introduction of
French colonists in large numbers among the Arab
population had aimed at securing support -fors the
French government, this scheme failed miserably.

IN THE:. NAME OF PROFIT

Thus, under the Second Empire, French policy #ried an-

other tack. The government, with ifs European' lack of -

vision, had stubbarnly denied the existence of communal
property for 30 years, but it had learned better ot last.

By a single stroke of the pen, joint faniily property was
- officidglly recognized and condemned to be broken up.

This is the double significance of the.decree of the
Senate dated April 22, 1864 General Allard declared
in the Senate:

“The government does not loseé sight of the fact that
the general aim of its policy is to weaken the infihence
of the tribal chieftains and to dissolve the family asso-
ciations. By this means, it will sweep away the last
remnants of feudalism [#ic4] defended by the oppenents
of the government bill. . . . The surest method of accel-
erating the process of dissolving the family assoeciations
will be to institute private property and to settle Euro-
pean colonists among the Arab families.”2

The law of 1863 created special commissions for eut-
ting up the landed estates, consisting of the chairman,
either a brigadier- general or colonel, one sous-préfet,
one representative of the Arab military authorities and
an official bailiff. These natural experts on African
economics and social conditions . . . proceeded to their
destinations. . . , Ten years’ valiant efforts by the com-
missions yielded the following result: between 1863
and 1873, of 700 hereditary estates, 400 were shared
out among the branches of each clan, and the founda-
tions for future inequalities between great landed es-
tates and small allotments were thus laid. ,

Partition, however, stopped at that point. Arab cus-
toms presented insurmountable difficulties to a further
division of family land. In spite of colonels and briga-
diers, French policy had again failed in its object to
create private property for transfer to the French.

FREE HAND FOR EXPLOITATION

But the Third Republic, an undisqguised regime of the
bourgeoisie, had the courage.and the cynicism to go
straight for its goal and to attack the problem from the
other end, disdaining the preliminaries of the “Second
Empire. In 1873, the National Assembly worked out o
law with the avowed .infention immediately to split up
the entire estates of all the 700 Arab clans, and forcibly
to institute private property in the shoertest possible time.

Desperate conditions in the colony wWere the pretext
for. this'measure. It had taken the great Indian famine

-of 1866to awaken the British public to the marvelous
) explmts of British-colonial pohcy and to eall for a par-

coxné:the fashion.in -France to.dub all-oppesition:tothe
@v&mmeﬁtm tpen;or ¢overt defense:; vf feudalism,

=2 ﬁmea-t.he Gmat Rensolutton, of . ccrurse, it ha:dvbe“'-

liamentary investigation; and similarly, Europe was
alarmed at the end of the sixties by the crying needs of
Algeria where more than 40 years of French rule cul+
minated in widespread famine and a disastrous mortal-
ity rate among the Arabs.

A commission of inquiry was set up to recommend
new legislation with which to bless the Arabs: it was
unanimously resolved that there was only one life-buoy
for them—the institution of private property, that
alone could save the Arab from destitution, since he
would then always be able to sell or mortgage his land..
It was decided therefore that the only means of alleviat-
ing the distress of the Arabs, deeply involved in debts
as they were because of the French land robberies and
oppressive taxation, was to delivey t.hem completely inte
the hands of the usurers.

This farce was expounded in all seriousness befom
the National Assembly and was accepted with- equal,
gravity by that worthy body. The “victors” of the Parig’
Commune flaunted their brazenness. . .

In the National Assembly, two arguments in particular
served to support the new law.

Those in favor of the bill emphasized over and ove’r
again that. the Arabs themselves urgently desired the
introduction of private property. And so they did, or
rather the Algerian land speculators and usurers did,
sincé they were vitally interested in *liberating” their
victims from the protection of the family, ties. As long,
as Moslem law prevailed in Algeria, hereditary clam
and. family lands were inalienable, which laid insuper-
able difficulties in the way of anyone who wished to
mortgage his land. Thé law of 1863 had merely made a
breach in these obstacles, and the issue now- at stake
was their complete abolition so asg to give a free hand
to the usurers. .

TOWARD ECONOMIC RUIN

The second argument was “scientific,” part of the
same intellectual equipment from which that worthy,
James Mill, had drawn for his abstruse conclusions re-
garding Indian relations of ownership: English classi-
cal economics. Thoroughly versed in their masters’,
teachings, the ‘disciples of Smith and Ricardo impres-
sively declaimed that private property is indispensable
for the prevention of famines in Algeria, for more in-
tensive and better cultivation of the land, since obvi-
ously no one would be prepared to invest capltal or in<
tensive labor in a piece of land which does not belong
to him and whose produce is not his own to enjoy.

But the facts spoke a different language. They pro\re‘
that the French speculators employed the private prop-
erty they had created in Algeria for anything but the
mare intensive and improved cultivation of -the soil. |

In 1873, 1,000,000 acres were French property. But'
the ca.pitalibt companies, the Algerian and Setif Com-.
pany which owned 300,000 acres, did not cultivate the,
land at all but. leased it to the natives who tilled it in
the traditional. manner, nor were 25 per cent of the,
other French owners engaged in agriculture, It was
simply impossible to conjure up capitalist investments
and intensive agriculture overnight, just as capitalist
conditions in general could not be created out of moth-
ing They existed only in the imagination of profit-seek~
mg French speeulators, and in the benighted doctn-
naire visions of their scientific economists.

The essential point, shorn of all pretexts and ﬂour-f
ishes which seem to justify the law of 1873, was simply’
the desire to deprive the Arabs of their land, their live=
lihood. And although these arguments had worn-threads
bare. and were evidently insincere, this law, which was
fo put Paid to the Algerian population and thei
material pwspenty, was passed unanimously on July‘
-26, 1873.

But even this master-stroke soon proved a fal.lure.
The policy of the Third Republic miscarried because of*
the difficulties in substituting at ome stroke hourgeols-»
private property for the ancient clan communism, J‘usb
as the policy of ‘the Second Empire had ‘comie to grief:
over the same issue: In 1890; when the law of July 26,
1873, supplemented by a second law on April 28, 1887;
had been in force for 17 years,-14,000,000 francs had
been spent on.dealing with 40,000,000 acres. It- wag
estimated that the process would not be conipleted be=
fore 1950 and would require a further 60,000,000 francs.
And still abolition of clan communism, the ulhmate:
purpose, had not been accomplished.

What had really been attained was all too endent.
reckless speculation in land, thriving usury and the
economic ruin of the natives.

i

OPEN DOOR FOR. CAPITALISTS eh

Since it had been impossible to institute private prep~
erty by force, a new experiment was undertaken. The:
laws of 1873 and 1887 had been condemned by a commis-
sion’ uppninfed for their revision by the Algerian govern—
ment in 1890. It was another seven years before the legis-
lators on the Seine made the effort fo considér reforms
for the ruined country.

The new decree of the Senate refrained in principle
from instituting private property by compulsion or ad-
ministrative measures. The laws of February 2, 1897,
and the ediect of the governor-general of Algeria
(March 3, 1898) both provided chiefly for the intro-
duction of private property following a voluntary ap-"
plication by the prospective purchaser or owner.

But there were clauses to permit a single owner,
without the consent of the others, to claim private
property; further, such a “voluntary” application can
be extorted at any convenient -moment if the owner:is
in debt and the usurer exerts pressure., And so the
new law left the doors wide open for French and native
capitalists further to disrupt and exploit the heredltary

-and clan lands.

Of recent:years, this mutilation of Algeria 'wluch ‘had
been going on for eight decades meets with even less

-oppesition; since the ‘Arabs; surrounded as ‘they are. by

French capital following 'the :subjection of .Tunisia
(1881) .and, the Tecent ¢onquest 'of Morocco, have -been

- rendered more .and: more helpless. ‘The latest result of. .

the French- f.regnne inzAdgeria ds.an.Arab exodus ‘into
~ Turkey.,
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November 21, 1955

ISL Case Still Stalled by Government

Readers have no doubt been wondering

what has happened to the Department
of Justice hearing in which the Indepen-
dent Socialist League is protesting its
inclusion on the attorney general’s noto-
rious “subversive list.”
. It may be recalled that the hearing,
which is the first of its kind since the
“subversive list” was promulgated in
1948, started in Washington around the
end of last July. It was recessed after a
day and a half when the ISL’s attorneys
moved to disqualify hearing examiner
Edward M. Morrissey for personal bias
and prejudice.

The ISL’s appeal to disqualify the
hearing examiner was refused by Attor-
ney General Herbert BrowneH in a letter
dated September 2. Upon reeeipt of this
letter, the ISL and its lawyers, Joseph
¥. Rauh and Isaac N. Groner, were pre-
pared to resume the hearing immedi-
ately. The Department of Justice's law-

" {Continued from page 11

non-committal. attitude which would
leave the position of his government in
doubt..When he came back with his “bet-
ter baggage” after a weekend recess, it
15 clear that.the line had hardened, -and
it ‘had been decided in Moscow that it
would serve the Stalinists’ purposes bet-
ter to torpedo the conference guickly and
declsiveiy than to let it, and the mood
under which.it had convened, linger on
indefinitely.. -

Once the decision has been made that
there was nothing to trade in the impe-
rialist market, it is obvious why the Rus-
sian rulers decided to put an end to the
discussions at Geneva as qmckly as pos-
sible.

The capitalist allies were in a position
to pose as the advocates of a mere demo-
cratie and popular course on Germany
{unity through democratic elections and
freedom to decide the future diplomatic
and military relations of the new Ger-
many). Since the Stalinists were in the
embarrassing position of having to ex-

plain why they -will not permit the Ger-
man -people to decide their own future
by democratic. processes, it was best to
get the. discussion away from an arena

where, even men with as dirty imperial-

ist hands .as the representatives of
Freneh, British and American imperial-
jsm._ could successfully point the finger
of scorn:at them before the whole world.
--With the disintegration of the Geneva
conference, it appears that one stage of
the thaw in the cold war has definitely
come to a close. This was the stage at
which ‘a Russian smile seemed enough
to melt the hearts and even the brains
of the sternest advocates of such grim
doctrines as “negotiation from strength”
and “massive retaliation.”

. It was the stage at which the shift in
the Stalinist attitudes was so sudden and
literally disarming that it appeared to
many that there might be no limit to
what the Stalinists might be willing to
do, or yield, while caught in the throes
of this sweet smiling frenzy, It was the
period of the first passionate courtship,
when the bloom was definitely on the
peach. And now it is over.
WHAT NOW?

‘The gquestion which the State Depart-
ment must ask itself is simply: what now?

As long as wars were being fought or
were on the verge of erupting, the policy

' Department,

vers informed them that they would hear
from hearing examiner Morrissey as
soon as he was ready to resume the hear-
ings.

After waiting a few weeks, ihe ISL's
attorneys wrote Morrissey reminding him
that the organizations have been irying
to get a hearing for eight years, and
urging him to set an early date for'a re-
sumption of the hearing. Mr. Morrissey re-
plied en October 4 that he is presently
engaged in holding a hearing as examiner
for the Subversive Activities Control
Board (his regqular job), that he has no
way of knowing how long that hearing
will take, and that he will notify the ISL's
aftorneys when he is ready to resume the
hearing in their case.

. There is no way of telling how long
the “recess” of the hearing in the ISL’s
case may last. The constifutional provi-
gions for speedy trials are, it appears, as

tate Dep't Gro

of building military strength all over the
world, and seeking allies with whom fo
build it, made at least a superficial kind
of sense to most people.

To those millions in this country and
abroad who had misgivings and worse
about the final outcome of such a policy,
its architects in the Pentagon and State
and. their “many-throated
chorus of supporters all over the coun-
try, could say:

What is gom‘ alternative? The Reds
are att__q,ckm_g in Korea, they are gaining
in Indochina, they hove engulfed East
Europe and threaten the rest of it. What
other language do they understand but
Joree? It iz all very well to speak of eco-
nomic aid and the like, but all that will
not prevail unless we have the wrmed
force to defend it. Onece we have that
force in sufficiently impressive gquantity
g0 that we can negotiate from strength,
the Russian rulers will see the light and
we will be able to make some kind of a
favorable deal.

When the Stalinists began to smile,
there must have been z brief, soaring
moment when the intellects assembled in
the Pentagon and at the State Depart-
ment really believed that their scheme
would work out. “I’ll. be hornswoggled,”
they must have said to themselves, like
the astounded inventor in the story, “if
the old windmill ain’t goin’ to fly after
alll”

The more imaginative of them may
even have had daydreams of Molotov on
bended knee before Dulles, Pinay and
Macmillan, imploring them not to take
unsportsmanlike advantage of Russian
weakness, and handing them East Ger-
many on a silver pla.tter, not in exchange
for some equivalent in a hard bargain,
but in the fond (but illusory) hope that
such an act of seeming generosity would
deter them. from sternly demanding that
the Stalinists unhand the rest of the loot
in peoples and territories they took over
in World War II.

As the second Geneva conference drew
near, anyone who may have entertained
the exiravagant kind of dream imagined
above must have reduced it to more mod-
est proportions. Geneva, however, demon-
strated thot the dream, like the American
policy which preceded it, was made of the
stuff of illusions.

HARD BARGAINER

The stern facts are that although Stal-
inist Russia is not nearly as strong as
she is sometimes imagined to be, and is
deeply vulnerable beth internally and ex-
ternally to political attack, her strength
relative to that of the capitalist world,
now that she too possesses a stockpile of
nuclear weapons, is such that she can
and will drive a hard bargain when her
opponents have something to trade, and
will give away mnothing just for the
pleasure of making happy Dulles and his
chief in Washington.

Why should the Stalinists have given
up East Germany at this conference?
Because they have suddenly been con-
vinced that democracy, or honesty, or
generosity is the best policy? But then
they would have to give up the whole of
East Europe, and their own rule in Rus-
sia to boot for the same reasons.

What did the capitalist side have to
offer in exchange for such an invaluable
prize? Alternatively, what lever did the
allies possess which could pry such a
prize loose from- the Russians? Not very

much .. . . evidently not enough, in ex-

foreign to the Department of Justice's
conduct of its administrative hearings as
are any other provisions, like informing
the accused of the nature and cause of
accusation, their right to be confronted
by the witnesses against them, and other
factors which enter into the conecept of
“due process” and ecivil liberties.

It is the hope of the Independent So-
cialist League, its attorneys, and the
Workers Defense League which has been’
seeking to publicize its case and to
gather financial and moral support for
it, that the hearing will resume in the
near future. In the meantinie, they are
doing everything possible to make the
vital importance of this hearing and its
consequences widely known. Every per-
son concerned with civil liberties should

give what aid he can to the WDL’s spe-
cial committee which has been set up to
ficht the case, and to the ISL itself.

ping——

change, and almost nothing in the way of
political leverage.

In the New York Times for November
15, James Reston states that high ad-
ministration sources are “seriously dis-
turbed” at the post-Geneva prospects be-
cause they believe that “events are run-
ning steadily against the administra-
tion’s policy in Germany. He adds that
there is a ‘‘deterioration of United
States influence in Southeast Asia and
the Middle East,” and that it is being
said in the embassies of America’s allies
that “the United States has lost the
gamble to arm and unite Germany within
the North Atlantic Treaty alliance.”

If all these gloomy second-thoughts on
the American prospects in the cold-war
lull are justified, what new policies are
being proposed to replace the old ones
which have failed?

(In this article, Reston, who iz at the
same time head of the Times Washington
bureau, one of the State Department’s
favorite unofficial mouthpieces and trial-
balloon launching platforms, and an ex-
ceptionally intelligent and responsible
journalist, writers that “The secretary
of state's reliance on military solutions
of the problems in Germany, in the Mid-
dle East and Southeast Asia are now be-
ing gquestioned by his own associates.”)

GOING BACK?

The answer is that no new policies
have been proposed by either liberal or
conservative spokesmen in America. We
leave aside, at this point, the lunatic
fringe who have the same solution to all
preblems of foreign affairs: drop the
atom bomb on them now.

The Republicans will in all likelihood
be quite content to coast along hoping
that nothing serious happens before next
November 2 so that they can still claim
to be the party of peace. The Democrats,
to and through their labor and liberal
wings, will find gripes about this or that.
aspect of the Eisenhower-Dulles policies
and procedures, but they have little dif-
ferent to offer themselves.

The Democrats were the architects of
the military-containment poliey carried
through by Dulles, Some of them may
long for the days of the Berlin airlift
and the Korean war when the enemy
could be clearly distinguished, identified,
and dealt with by the superior material
means America has at her disposal, but
it will hardly do for them to seek a re-
turn to office by advocating return to
the good old days when one might wake
up ‘any fine morning fearing that the
old home town had been transformed in-
to a gigantic mushroom during the night.

But if a return to the tough policies
of the cold war is politically not practi-
cable this year, and a continuation of the
present relatively relaxed and flexible
but stubbornly unyielding deadlock leads
to a gradual deterioration of Amoarica’s
influence all over the world—what then?

As socialists, we have never considi-
ered it our responsibility to advise a capi-
talist State Department on how it should
conduct its foreign policy, We are deeply

* concerned, however, that the labor move-

ment in this country, starting with its
most advanced sections in the CIO, come
earlier rather than later to recognize the
reactionary character of the policy they
have been supporting so long.

It is of the greatest importance and
urgency that THEY, and not only Dulles's
associates, should begin to seck an alfer-
native to the policy which is Being shown

Tunisia — —

[Continved from page 6}
speech by Hedi Nouira, a sense of urg-
ency, of racing against the clock. The
government hurries lest the UGTT con-
quer too many positions in the new state.
The UGTT hurries before the reaction-
ary interests get too entrenched. Both
hurry lest the shaky structure of “inter-
nal autonomy” collapse under the impact
of events in Algeria and Moroceo.

Actually, such statements are only weak
reflections of the clash of interests thot
has continuously strained relations be-
tween the labor movement and the gov-
ernment. The campaign of the UGTT to
find work for the unemployed and to raise
the general wage level has conflicted with
the government's "austerity” program; its
erganizing campaign omong the agricul-
tural workers hos hit the Tunision bour-
geocisie where it hurts most. The recent
general strike on the estates of Tahar ben
Ammar, against the firing of union orgen-

izers and the non-application of social-

legislation, may be taken as a symbol.

The choice before the UGTT is one
which all labor movements in colonial or
semi-colonial countries must face sooner
or later, and which the Moroccan labor
movement in particular will have to face
soomn.

In the first stages of autonomy, when
direct administration has been abolished
and the native bourgeoisie has taken re-
sponsibilities in government, the work-
ing class no longer enters into conflict
with foreign interests alone, but also
with its own bourgeoisie. The proletarian
tendency which has developed in the par-
ty of nationalism, then, has to do one of
two things: either take over the party,
and turn it into a labor party, shedding
the party’s right wing in the process; or
else, leave the party and lay the foun-
dations for a labor party with a socialist
program (as in India, in Syria, ete.). ’

In Tunisia, the UGTT will more and
more enter into conflict with the saero-
sanct French enterprises; and with those
of the Tunisian capitalists. The Franeco-
Tunisian Conventions will increasingly
appear as an obstacle to a progressive
social and political development..

Soon the UGTT will have to face its
real task: that of formulating an inde-
pendent program -of opposition, thdt can
rally on a progressive basis the working
class, the peasants and the elements that
are now following Salah ben Youssef.
Time is short, for the repression in Al-
geria is bound to have political repercus-
sions in the Regency.
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up so crassly for the failure it is, What is
needed is a policy or series of policies
which represent the interests of the Amer-
ican people as a whole, and hence of the
peoples of all countries rather than of
American imperialism and its decaying
satellites all over the world.

A DEMOCRATIC PROGRAM

LABOR ACTION has often discussed
such a policy under the general heading
of “a democratic foreign policy.” By this
we mean one which bases itself on the
democratic needs, aspirations and desires
of the peoples on both sides of the Iron
Curtain and throughout the colonial and
underdeveloped areas of the world; one
which, regardless of how this may affect
the present ruling classes and imperial-
ist powers, seeks to rally these people to
struggle for their own democratic social

political and economic rights, and offers,

them every legitimate aid it can in such
struggle; one which seeks neither to cul-
tivate nor buy the friendship of Franco
or of Khrushchev, of Chiang Kai-shek or
of Mao Tse-tung, but rather, while
threatening neither: nuclear nor conven-
tional warfare, uses every politieal
agency and means at. its command to

hold these tyrants up to the scorn, hatred

and contempt of the freedom-loving
masses of the world, .and to support and

foster the democratic popular movements

which are struggling, with greater or
less success, everywhere to free them-
selves from exploitation and repression.

With such a program, representatives
of the American people could face Molo-

tov anywhere, any time, without fear of -

the consequences. They could look for-
ward either to an extension of the thaw
in the cold war, or a return to the period
of “tough” political warfare with equal

confidence. But the American people will,

never be represented by spokesmen with
such a program as long as the Ameriean
labor movement continues to be tied
firmly to either of the two major parties.

We must liberate ourselves from the
political illusions which keep us thus
bound before we can help others to liber-
ate themselves from the chains of. do-
mestie or lmpeml:lstmally

tyranny..

-
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