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By ANDRE GIACOMETTI

PARIS, Aug. 25—The recént outbursts of vio-
lence in Morocco and in Algeria, in particular
the massacres of Qued-Zem, are events which
are certain to have important political conse-
quences in France and in North Africa. They
are the very type of incident that the most re-
actionary wing of French colonialism has been
waiting for to force the hand of the govern-
ment ; to officialize the war 1t has been waging
in Algeria, and to extend it to Morocco.

They will be widely used to whip up collective
hysteria and to support the claim of the repres-
sion-mongers that they are defending Western

‘civilization against the onslaught of barbarism

—already Oued-Zem has been called a *“mew

Oradour,” at a time when the French army is

. ecreating Oradours® by the dozens all over Al-

geria. Soustelle, the liberal governor of Algeria,
has stated that ‘“‘international opinion should
know that Algeria is faced with an explosion of
barbarism which threatens equally all its in-
habitants and its future.” Grandval, the liberal
Resident-General in Morocco stated that “Oued-
Zem entitles him to carry out the repression
with the greatest energy.” International sup-
port comes from the Portuguese press, which
speaks of a “horrible manifestation of the low-
est instinets,” from Lord Beaverbrook's Daily
Ezxpress, which cries that the “Morocean rebels
are no better than Mau-Mau” and should be
mereilessly suppressed, and from the Demo-
cratic representative from New York, Emman-
uel Celler, who recently stated that “if the Is-
tiglal took power, its first object would be to
attack the air bases because it hates the United
States.”

[*Oradour was a ‘:n'}all village in Erance which was
wiped out, and its total population eifher killed or
taken as hostages by the Nazi occupation troops as a
reprisal against Flench partizan action during World
Wer IIL—Ed.]

INeed Solidarity of Labor

A wholesale, bloody repression of the North
African peoples is in the making, to be followed
by a full-scale war that could set back the na-
tionalist and working-class movement for
vears. At this crucial time, when the people of
North Africa needs more than ever the soli-
darity of the international labor movement, and
in partlculm of the American labor movement,
it is necessary to recall the facts that have led
to the present crisis and to analyze the social
forces involved.

The present situation has a number of pe-
culiar aspects. The most striking among them

has been the total impotence of the Paris gov-

. ernment, which has seemed condemned from
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the oufset to carry out pelicies made by others.
According to a document recently published by
L'Express, Bidault himself initially opposed the
deposition of the sultan Ben Youssef in 1953 but,
put before the accomplished fact by the Gen-
erals Juin, Guillaume, etc., he endorsed the de-
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INTRODUCTION

- We are devoting o large portion of this
week's LABOR ACTION to the crisis in
Morveco. To our knowledge, André Giaco-
metti's article is by for the most complete
account of the struggle which has ap-
peared in America so far, as well as of the
background of French and North African
social, political and economic relations .
which alone makes intelligible what has
been going on.

As we go to press, dispatches from
Franeé indicate that after a bitter-strug-
gle in the French cebinet, an accord has
been reached which has some resemblance
to the proposals first submitted by Resi-
dent General Gilbert Grandval at the be-
ginning of August (see Giacometti's ar-
ticle for details). g

In order to appease colonialist senti-
ment, Grandval himself is to be veplaced
by General Pierre Georges Boyer de La-
tour, now Resident Generel in Tunisia.
The French puppet, Sultan Sidi Moham-
med ben Moulay Arafa is to be replaced by
a process to be worked out by the Central
Government Council of Moroceo. Sultan
Sidi Mohammed ben Youssef ts to be
transferred from his exile on Madagascar
te France sometime in October. The for-
mation of a representative Maoroccan gov-
ernment i8 again postponed “pending fur-

- ther negotiations.”

There is no way of knowing whether the
compromise thus announced will get suf-
ficient support from the aroused people of
Movroeco to prevent further large-scale
fighting. Though it is reported that the
right-wing ministers in the cabinet con-
sidered themselves “bludgeoned” into ac-
cepting this deal, there is little reason to
believe that the, colonialists huve suffered
a decisive defeat in French politics, and
hence that it signalizes a period of reforms
and concessions sweeping enough to satis-
fy the nationalist leaders.

pesition and all .its consequences. More recent-
ly. the Resident-General Lacoste, a docile tool
in the hands of the Casablanca politicians, re-
fused to carry out his government's instructions
enjoining him to proceed with reforms.

This governmental impotence has made it
seem that events are being determined by a dis-
astrous fatality rather than by the conscious
intervention of governments or authorities,
even when their consequences had been fore-
seen and predicted long in advance. However,
the paralysis of the government bécomes clear
when it is realized that the North African situ-
ation is- not only determined by the general

i

struggle of the Arab peoples against the French

bourgeoisie, but also by a struggle of two fac--

tions within the French bourgeoisie, which was
illustrated most dramatically by the assassina-
tion of Lemaigre-Dubreuil last June.

In North Africa, as in France, the French
bourgeoisie has proved unable to develop a lead-
ership representing its general interests. In
France, its “executive committee" is paralyzed
by the struggle bhetween the liberal, forces
around Mendés-France and Mifterand, and the
coalition of various reactionary interests whose
spokesmen are people like René Mayer, Laniel,
Martinaud-Déplat, and General Juin. The sym-
bol and personification of the deadlock between
these férces is. Edgar Faure. From France, this
struggle extends into North Africa, and pre-
vents the elaboration of any coherent govern-
ment policy. As the Depéche du Midi wrote on
August 12, “the ‘various Moroccan tendencies’
differentiated themselves more sharply as they
were finding support among the various French
tendencies, The day there will be but one unani-
mous tendency in France, solution will become
easier in Morocco.” The deputy Schmittlein
from Belfort, one of the most reactionary mem-
bers of Parliament, put it even more clearly
when he said: “It cannot be that the outcome of
the rivalry between two financial groups should
be thé end of France!”

-

Racketeer on a Grand Scale

In France-Observateur, Claude Bourdef has
given a detailed analysis of the antagonistic
forces within the class that owns the country,
in this case Morocco.

On the die-hard colonialist side there are the
French and Morocean supporters of the “colo-
nialist lobby™ in Paris, in particular His Excel-
lency Si Thami el Glaoui, the pasha of Marra-
kesh, This man, whom Ansel Talbert of the
New York Herald Tribune once called a “pro-
Western Berber chief"”, is a racketeer on a
grand scale, who has carved out an economic
empire for himself by a combination of fraud
and violence. A great deal has been written al-
ready about his unsavory past and his numer-
ous rackets. It is only necessary to mention
heré his buyving monopoly on green olives in
the whole of southern Morocco and the state of
virtual slavery of “his” peasants. Another of
his rackets is prostitution and white slave traf-
fic, which he monopolizes with a few associ-
ates. A report on this aspe¢t of the Glaoui’s
activities has recently been made to the Move-
ment for Colonial Freedom. It states in part:

“Enormous economic interests command the
North African prostitution racket, and these
interests are closely linked to very influential
local politicians and to powerful native chiefs.
The French government will be unable to act
against prostitution in North Afriea, nor to
take action against the suppliers, as long as it
supports the Glaoui. . .

S (Continued on page é)
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Conflicting Statements Show Labor’s Political Policy for '56 Still Uncertain

“...a new responsibility will be placed
on labor's shoulders. After the merger,
the greater part of America’s organized
working people will be affiliated in a

By BEN HALL

On July 20, the Department of Justice
brought an indictment against the UAW
for ajleged violation of the Taft-Hartley
Act, charging that the union used its
radio programs to promote the candidacy
of Democrats, This, claims the depart-
ment, violates the law against union
financial contributions to candidates for
federal office, The UAW intends to meet
the izssue head on, maintaining that any
curb on its right to present itz views fo
the public is unconstitutional.

According to the New York Times,
“The Justice Department iz scarcely
overconfident about winning its case.”
But éven if it loses, as it probably will,
its indictment is a clear proof that the
drive against labor’s politieal rights, a
national danger, finds supporters in the
very summits of the Republican Party,
in the administration itself. This fact
might not be very newsworthy but it
brings te mind a curious “Report an
Congress” by Walter Reuther, CI0O pres-
ident.

"The 84th Congress, to its credit, did
not engage in the ‘cold war® with the ex-

" ecutive branch which President Eisenhow-

er hod predicted during the 1954 election
campaign.” In this offhand manner, Reu-
ther endorses the political taclics of the
conservative Democrats now in contral of
the party in Congress, whose basic line is
4o obliterate any distinction between them
and Eisenhower. Reuther goes on to criti-

- cize the president, as Democratic leaders

do not. Apparently he wants to express
his resentment against Republicans with-
out effending conservative Democrats. His
report doesn't even bother fo mention,
much less criticize, the reactionary wing
of the Democratic Party which once was
‘mever spared.

The indictment against the UAW pre-
pared Ly the administration, raises a
imple question: why not a bit of verbal
“war” apainst the Eisenhower regime?

Elsewhere, the unions are not guite
as diffident. Back in May, the Oil Work-
ers wrote: “We see by the newspapers
‘that Paul Butler, new chairman of the
Demoeratic National Commitiee wants

to open the arms of the party to the re-
turn of Gov. Allan Shivers of Texas,
the man who ratted on the party in 1952,
.« « This is a mighty shabby way for
Butler to treat the hundreds of thou-
sands of loyal Democrats in Texas who
fought hard for the national Demoeratic
party in 1952. , . . This so-called har-
mony in top Demoeratic party circles
is becoming unprinecipled hypocrisy and
is getting a shade too nauseating to
swallow. It is something for organized
labor to think about in considering 1956
endorsements,"

IN SUPPORT OF FEPC

And in o statement in support of FEPC,
the UAW Fair Employment Practices Com-
mittee said: “In the name of "party unity’
liberal Democrats did not raise the ques.
tion of adopting new rules, including a
new rule 22 on the opening day of the
84th Congress. Senator Herbert H. Leh-
man made a statement the following day,
January &, 1955, renewing his pledge to
continue the fight for maojority rule. On
February 1, 1955, Senator Humphrey and
other senators introduced a bundle of 8
bills with the hope and prayer, expressed
by Humphrey, that one or two miglﬂ' be
passed. But with the acceptance of Rule
22 for this session, it seemed likely that
any Senate action en such bills would be
by arrangement with the anti-civil rights
Scuthern wing of the Democcratic ‘Party.
This appears fo amount to a veto (by
threat of a filibuster) levelled in advance
against FEPC that. is difficult but not im-
possible to over-ride."

In Reuther’s report, the submissive
role of the liberal Democrats in the fight
over rule 22 is glossed over as follows:
“The ecivil rights record of the Congress
is totally blank.”

While the official Demoerats continue
ti treat Eisenhower with diffidence and
self-effacing respect, the CIO gets ready
for the 1956 electionz. Jack Kroll, Di-
rector of the CIO Political Action Com-
mittee, abandoned customary etigquette
before the Woodworkers Union conven-
tion and spoke of plain facts, “The Ei-
senhower administration,” he said, *is
the most eorrupt administration this

country has had since the Harding re-
gime and—if it is allowed to continue
in office—will result in the complete
domination of our government by Wall
Street.”

On. former Air Secretary Talboti: he
"got kicked out because he got caught
with his hand in the #ll. But for every
Talbott that's kicked out there are today
in Washington hundreds of corporation
executives, acting in some governmental
capacity, whose primary concern is with
the profit side of their company's ledgers
.+ . these appointments are mode by the
president. He is the one who must bear
the responsibility for them.'

On the Salk vaccine fiasco: “President
Eisenhower’s secretary of not-too-much-
Health, Eduecation, and Welfare, was
afraid that some private drug manu-
facturer would be offended if the govern-
ment took steps to protect the health
and welfare of the peoplée. Under the
leave-it-to-business doctrine of the Ei-
“senhower administration the government
did not take steps to insure an adequate
supply; did not take steps to prevent
black-marketing, did not even take the
necessary steps to insure the purity of
the vaceine. Who knows how many of the
children now in iron lungs and hospital
beds could have heen spared if it had
not been for the Salk vaecine mess. Even
one iz too many to be sacrificed on the
altar of leave-it-to-business. But mostly
it's a matter of money—a matter. of mil-
lions.”

Is this the prototype of CIO political
speeches to come? Meanwhile, the offi-
cial Demoeratic party in Congress con-
tinues to fling rose petals.

AFL Leaders Fear Unity?

Unnamed officials of AFL craft unions
are reported to be very unhappy over
prospects for merger with the CIO but
they are reluctant to express opposition
to the merger in public. What they are
afraid of is expressed in a recent issue
of [niom News, published by the CIO
0il, Chemical and Atomic Workers Un-
ion. An editorial on August 15, says:

Calif. Bar Ass'n Urges Lawyers Defend Stalinists

The State Bar of California declared
yesterday that lawyers should not be re-
luctant to represent ¢lients in cases in-
volving-charges of Communism or other
unpopular causes.

At the same time, Augustin Donovan,
prominent Qukland attorney and vice
president of the State Bar, anmounced
he was representing without compensa-
tion two men involved in such a case,

“The one-two punch at lawyers who
fear public disapproval was backed by an

merican Bar Association statement
promising its support for any lawyer
Sgpainst criticism or attack in connec-
{ion with such representation.”

Donovan’s announcement said he was
representing Al Richmond and Philip M.
Connelly, two editors of the Daily Peo-
ple’s World who were convicted in 1952
on Smith Aect charges, in a petition be-
Tore the U. S. Supreme Court.

His £6-page petition asked the high
court to upset the convietion of the two
men on the ground that neither the Con-
stitution nor the Smith Act permits jail-
ing of Communists or any other persons
for “ne more than taking part im lawful
and peaceful aspects of an organization’s
actiivty.”

“Petitioners were shown to be mem-
bers of the Communist Party,” the peti-
tion said. “This in jtself cannot be a basis
for criminal présecution. . ..

“No direct showing was made that pe-
titioners ever advocated wviolence or
agreed to organize others for the purpose
of so advocating.” 4

Donovan said his purpose in taking
the case without fee was two-fold. First
was his interest in implementing the
State Bar's resolution. Second, was “the

eritical importance of the case itself to~

the prezervation of the guarantees to be
found in the First Amendment to the
Constitution.

" Of himself, Donovan said: “A product
of the University of Santa Clara and the
lowed by many others,
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Stanford Law School, and a member of
a family with centuries of uninterrupted
Catholic faith, my belief in the integrity
of the prineiple announced in the State
Bar resolution should be quite obvious.

“This case,” he declared, “is of major
magnitude to every American citizen
whether he is conscious of it or not.
There is only one American way of life
and that always has been and must con-
tinue to be the constitutional way.”

Attached to Donovan's statement was
a biography listing his membership in a
long list of legal, educational, religious
and civie organizations.

The resolution passed by the State
Bar's Board of Governors declared it was
designed to “reafirm a lawyer’s right to
undertake the defense of unpopular
causes,

“The attention of the Board of Gover-

nors has been called to the fact that a
number of lawyers who might otherwise
be willing to accept representation of de-
fendants in Smith Act or similarly un-
popular causes, are declining . . . because
of the fear of economic consequences and
personal stigma,” the board’s statement
said.

The board then approved a declarvation
of prineciples adopted by the Conference
of State Bar Delegates which asserted
the lawver's right to defend any client
without having to share the elient’s rep-
utation. i

San Francisco Chronicle
Aug. 13, 1955
L]

The plea to lawyers to tuke as clients
Stalinists and adherente of “other un-
popular causes,” iz reminiscent of the
plea in the Yugoslav press a couple of
years ago to lawyers to “really defend”
their clients regardless of the kind of
charges lodged against them. Perhaps
there has been a sufficient change in the
political atmosphere so that Augustin
Donovan’s excellent example will be fol-

Donovan's attack on the Smith Act is

of exceptional significance. The Smith
Act and the precedents set under it are
still the most vicious legal attack on civil
liberties. Since under the Smith Act peo-
ple can be convicted of “conspiracy to
teach™ their political views, regardless of
whether or not the government can es-
tablish any imminent danger that they
plan to aet on them in an illegal fashion,
the door is open to the broadest legal and
administrative attack on civil liberties in
the history of the country.

The leng histery of coavictions under
this ack, starting with the leaders and
militonts of the Teamsters Union in Min-
neapolis and the Socialist Workers Party
in 1941, and extending through several
layers of the Stolinist leadership, and the
fact that the Supreme Court has upheld
the constitutionality of the Smith Act,
gives little reason to hope that Donovan
and his clients will prevail in this action.
On ghe other hand, the changed political
atmosphere in the country ond the world
could possibly lead to a reversal of the
court. Stranger things than thiz have offen
happened in the annals of the law.

Even if, at the moment, it may be too
much to expect the Supreme Court to
reverse itself on the constitutionality of
the Smith Act, it is entirely within the
realm of possibility that the court may
start demanding some kind of more rig-
orous proof by the government of per-
sonal participation in the “conspiracy”
by individual defendants. This would at
least begin to limit the scope of the drag-
net the government has been spreading
uAnc:er the protection of the vicious Smith

et.

YOU'RE INVITED

to speak your mind in the letter colummn
of Labor Action. Our pelicy is to ;ﬂl’l'-li
letters of general political interest, re-
gardless of views. Keep them to BOO
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single - brotherhood. Each international
union, each local union, and to a certain
extent each member therefore will be
judged by the reputation of AFL and
CIO as a whole. That, means that it will
be more than ever important and neces-
sary that all segments of organized la-
pur be kept clean, honest and progress-
ive,

The very fact that labor will be more
united, larger and stronger, means that
organized labor is going to hove to be
even cleaner and more responsible than
before. There must be no room in the AFL
and CIO for racketeers, shakedown art=
ists, professional dues collectars, faf-
cafs, goons or political racketeers like
communists. The proposed constitution of
AFL and CIO says just that, but it takes
more than just words in & document to
make a principle become a fact. It takes
vigilance and action. . . . We serve notice
to all the phonies—the sweetheart con-
tract signers, the fat-cats, the goons, the
commies, the shake-down artists—that we
aren't going to get along with them werth
a damn if they #ry to move into the
merged AFL and CIO alongside us."

(Lumping communists together with
racketeers is an evasion of the essential-
Iy political character of the ficht against
Stalinism. But the warning to racketeers
is clear enough.—B.H.).

Is Congress' Mood Law?

A minority of the National Labor Re-
lations Board has come up with a doe-
trine, so far not applied, that could open
the door to union wreeking by whim and
imagination. The case was a 3-2 deci-
sion in favor of the Teamsters Union.

An NLRB examiner found the Perts
lam_l, Oregon, division of the Teamsters
Union guilty of unfair labor practices.
It appears, from facts that the Board
majority does mot seem to contest, that
tht_z union earried on an extreme cam-
palgn to prevent its own office employees
from organizing into the AFL Office
Employees Union. Union officials even
tried to intimidate witnesses from testi-
fying before the hearings. Unions
should be the first to defend the right to
organized; but no one can be as bitter
as a union bureaucrat challenged by
subordinates; he will often tolerate
only defenseless flunkies on his office
staff.

But the Board majority dismissed #he
complaint against the Teamsters Unien
under an NLRB rule against taking cases
invelving non-profit erganizations. Al-
though we learn a little more about the
type of unionism practiced by the Team-
sters officials, that is not the most signifi-
cant aspect of the case.

The dissenting Board minority, which
opposed dismissal of the charges, com-
mented: “It is udrealistic, in any case,
to "believe that Congress which, animat-
ed by a desire to make the Wagner Act

«& two-way street, adopted an elaborate
code of restrictions upon labor unions,
could have intended to strike down in
who]e-or in part the only limitations in
the Wagner Act upon labor union con-
duct. m view not only takes lang-
uage oUBTcontext but ignores the mood
2{ E?ngmss in passing the Taft-Hartley

ot

A minority would base its action on
the “mood of Congress”. An obliging

NLRB, in this view, need only know that

the mood of Congress was for anti-la-
bor legislation; dozens of eases could
be settled against unions out of hand.
Congress need not be specific; it need
not put into actual legal language pro-
visions that would provoke or enrage
labor, The same result could be achieved
coldly by NLRB interpretation of its
mood.

This might sound extreme. But such
procedures are already tacitly accepted
in one sphere of national life. The
mood” of Congress is anti-“subver-
sive”. And so, without the annoying
necessity of waiting for laws, private
and public officials act in a hundred ‘ways
to eliminate dissenters from jobs, from
politics, from ordinary eivil rights. It
Ec-ok the NLRB minerity to put this idea
into actual words,

. These days, such a minority can
easily become- a ‘majority. =
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Lynch Murder of Lamar Smith Brings De_mand for Federal Action

BALLOTS AND BULLETS IN MISSISSIPPI VOTE

By SCOTT ARDEN

As if to prove that the lynch-murder of Rev. Lee (see LABOR ACTION
of June 6) was not the work of an isolated fanatic, Mississippi's racists

took another life last week.

Lamar Smith, a Negro, was shot down in broad daylight_nn the
lawn of the Lincoln County Court House. A crowd of apprqxzmately
fifty people watched while three white men openly committed the

murder.

Smith’s offense was that he believed Negroes should have the right
to vote—and that he did something about this belief.

Taking advantage a local “absentee ballot” provision (instituted
some years back for the convenience of rural white voters), Smith had
been obtaining large numbers of the ballots for Negroes who wished

to vote.

The "absentee" feature made it
possible for such Negroes to vote
without risking their lives at the
pellings places. Unfortunately how-
ever, someone had to take the risk
of publicly procuring the ballots,
and Smith was the man who took
that risk.

The motivation for the lynch-murder
was clearly pointed up by the fact that
it took place on August 16, only three
days before the state Democratic pri-
mary, which in Mississippi, as in most
Southern states, is the real election.

- As in the death of Rev. Lee in Belzoni
just a few months ago, the local sheriff,

Bob Case, found “nothing special” about
the murder. Linecoln County District At-
torney E. C. Barlow, however, surprised
everyone up to the governor by deciding
to raise a little hell. (The fact that his
decision may have been based on per-
sonal political considerations is irrele-
vant.)

Barlow leveled charges of neglect of
duty at Sheriff Case who reportedly just
stood and watched one of the racist gun-
men walk away from the secene of the
killing “with blood all over him.”

* Barlow then blasted the governor, @
man named White, for refusing to grant
his request for state highway patrel aid
in the investigation after Cese stated that
he was not able to turn up "o single wit-

ness" although at least 50 saw the murder.

He went on to announce that he has
witnesses amd that he believes that he
can convict the murder trio who were
finally arrested, due to his efforts.

The three were charged with murder
by a lily-white coroner’s jury and have
been released under bail of $20,000 each.
The ability of the three, none of whom is
particularly well off, to dig up a total of
$60,000 in a couple of hours raises an
interesting side question . . . which per-
haps only the local Citizens Council can
answer. -

The NAACP has urged the U. S. De-
partment of Justice to investigate the
case on civil rights grounds and more
than 300 residents of the county signed
a petition asking the povernor for Na-
tional Guard protection at the polls. Al-
ready, other Negroes have received
anonymous letters informing them that
if they vote they will be killed,

Though all indications are that the
governor will veto the National Guard
proposal, the Justice Department is,
theoretically at least, already involved.

The Chicago Defender reports that the
department anmounced last week that it
was conducting a “'preliminary investiga-
tion™ into the gubernatorial election in
Mississippi to see If thére "was evidence”
that state ond local authorities had intimi-
dated Negroes who tried to vote.

This announcement was in response to
a letter from Congressman Charles

By G. K. H.

Although full details are still
lacking, it has now become clear
that a major struggle has broken
out in the Praja Socialist Party of
India, which is reaching split pro-
portions,

The July 10 issue of Janata, offi-
cial organ of the PSP, is full of
items which, although they do not
give a clear picture of the struggle,
or of the issues and the size of the
factions, reveal how intense and

—(risis Wracks Praja Socialist Party

far-reaching the fight has become.

The National Executive of the
PSP has been compelled to suspend
the Executive Committee for the
province of Uttar Pradesh, and ap-
point a new one. The UP Execu-
tive’'s chairman, Gopal Narain
Saxena, has been “suspended from
primary membership” in the party
for one year.

Resolutions from the Ajmere Dis-
trict and from the Bihar Executive
Committee are printed endorsing

Branzovich Cleared by Air Force

One of the rash of cases of
“guilt by parenthood” which have
come up in the armed forces re-
cently was resolved in favor of the
“accused” when Secretary of the
Air Force Donald A. Quarles clear-
ed Airman 3/c¢ Stephen Branzovich
of charges that he was a security
risk because his father was sus-
pected of being a Stalinist.

The significance of this action by
Quarles lies not only in the fact
that, after personally reviewing
the case he ordered Branzovich's
re-instatement in the Reserve even
bhefore the latter had gone through
with a hearing. The real point here
is that this is one of the few recent
cases which have received public
attention in which it appears that
the vietim has nof denied the po-
litical associations charged against
hig father, or the fact that he has
“maintained a eclose continuing as-
sociation with him.”

According to press stories, at an
interview on January 7, 1954 at
Keesler Air Force Base, Miss., Bran-
zovich refused to answer questions
on whether he had ever attended
any meetings with his father. Oth-
er refusals at the interview, ac-
cording to the Air Force, were on
whether hLis father was sympa-
thetic to the Communist Party,
whether his fother outspokenly fa-

vored Communism, and whether his

i i
Rl e e e T T T = Wl

father had indoctrinated him with
idéas or opinions about? Commu-
nism.

If these reports are true, it ap-
pears that Branzovich defied at-
tempts by the Air Force to get him
to inform on his father's political
views or activities. One must de-
duce that he insisted on the Air

Force presenting charges against.

him rather than against his father
as a basis for any action it might
want to take. If this deduction is
correct, Branzovich deserves credit
for a courageous personal and po-
litical stand. His courage should he
an example to others. Further, it
gives the action of the Secretary of
the Air Force in clearing him ex-
traordinary importance.

Y

Opportunity for Youth

Story in the Times says Russian stu-
dents are very anxious to have pen pals
abroad. Now's the time, kiddies, to get
yourself a Soviet pen pal and start
building your FBI dossier while you're
still young.

Theodore Kaghan
New York Post
Auwgust 15
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the MNational Executive's action in
this matter. The former resolution
calls on "Dr. Lohia to keep the
promise of cooperation' with the
rest of the leadership, while the
latter states that "The Executive
profoundly regrets the irresponsi-
ble and unfounded allegations cal-
culated to spread confusion made
by Dr. Lohia through speeches and
press conferences during his recent
tours in this State and elsewhere.
The Executive requests the Nation-
al Executive to take disciplinary
action against Dr. Lohia without
any further delay, in order to save
the party and the Socialist move-
ment in the country."

The reference here is to Dr.
Rammanohar Lohia, the chairman
of the PSP’s foreign relations com-
mission, and one of the top theo-
reficians and leaders of the party.
Things have reached the point at
which a Professor Rajaram Shas-
tri, writing in the public organ of
the party, can say that “Hitler
never worried about facts. He ecall-
ed all those who differed with him
Jews and is the technique adopted
by Dr. Lohia. In faet, he is suffer-
ing from delusions of grandeur
and persecution at the same time.
This is always the case with one
who thinks too much of himself,
and is impelled by dictatorial erav-
ings.”

[We do not think that Profess-
or Shastri really means that Lohia
calls “all those who differ with him®
Jews,” but the fact that the editors
permit this kind of thing to slip
through illustrates the heat of the
political atmosphere.—G. K. H.]

Of course, Comrade Leohia's fac-
tion does not have the same access
to Janata for polemical purposes,
and his adherents write in the mos#
polite and round-about way.

Labor Action will seek to give
its readers the full story of the
struggle in the Indian PSP in the
near future, This is one of the
strongest socialist partieg in Asia,
and developments there are of the
utmost importance and interest to
socialists all over the world.

_major contributing factors,.

Diggs Jr., of Michigan, Diggs pointed to
public ande semi-public prohouncements
by local officials the accurdecy of which
the Justice Department’s lads can easily
establish.

In Bolivar County, for example, voters
in the all-Negro town of Mound Bayou
were bluntly informed that their ballots
would not be counted. In other areas
various Demmratic Party wheels were
reported in the press to have openly or-
dered election officials to “turn over any
Negro ballots” to them.

The Michigan congressman, in his ap-
peal to Attorney General Brownell,
stated that for “black American citizens
in the state of Mississippi where no
white man respects their rights” federal
intervention is the only selution,

While we would have to qualify our
agreement with Diggs on this, which we'll
get to a little further on, we do agree
that if Brownell really put some of his
boys at work in the mud of Mississippi,
they wouldn't have to dig very far.

Clear cases of wviolation of the 14th
Amendment (guaranteeing the right to
vote} are all the government needs, in
theory, to step in. Brownell has such
cases by the bucketful, sprinkled with
the blood of at least two Negroes openly
murdered for standing up for their dems
ocratic rights.

"EVIDENCE" NOT PROBLEM

The point, of course, is that “evidence”
is not the real problem and never hag
been. Qur difference with Diggs is thaf
he seems to believe that a federal gov-
ernment based on either the Republican
or Democratic Party ean be relied on to
intervene effectively in defense of the
rights of minority group eitizens.

You don't have to be o socialist to
know that this is so much hog-wash. With
the growth of Negro voting strength both'
parties have portially cleansed house buf
despite concessions and Iimprovements
both continue to sing the only song they
know, "graduclism." And the new Negro
leadership, whatever other mistakes it
may make, is tone.-deaf when it comes to
this particulor fune,

They know that the Republicans,
hoping to make deeper inrvads into the
tight Democratic Party control of the
South, aren't about to have one of their
attorney generals make himself out-
standingly unpopular in Dixie, They also
know that the Democrats don’t dare risk
a split with the powerful Dixiecrat sec-
tion of their party, and this fact is per-
haps clearer now than at any time in the
past.

The new Negro leadership is groping
for a solution, and though it probably
won’t happen tomorrow they can find
only one—a Labor Party. Only a party
organized for and by the working men
and women of America can form a gov-
ernment which could be counted on to
consistently defend demoeratic rights
and freedoms. And nowhere is the need
for a Labor Party more pressing than in
the South.

But to get back fo Mississippi and the
present government, The Justice Depart-
ment has already fumbled the ball in Its
bungling of the Lee lynch-murder investi-
gation. Brownells boys have been “investi-
gating” for several months now and de-
spite their vaunted "efficiency” haven'#
managed to find o single anglo-saxon in
the wood pile, to re-coin a phrase.

Even those who don’t go along with us
on the question of a Labor Party have to
admit that on the hasis of past and pres-
ent performance a Justice Department
based on either of the present*major par-
ties cannot be depended on when it comes
to the job of defending civil rights.

L]

Georgia Backs Wafer

The Georgia Board of Education hag
reseinded its ruling (which we reported
last week) which would have meant dis-
charge for any teacher in the state who
has belonged to or supported the
NAACP or any other organization fa-
voring integration of the public schools.

The board’s hasty retreat was made on
the advice, the Afro-Ameriean reports,
of Georgia’s Attorney General Cook, who
interestingly enough happens to be the
person responsible for thinking up the
ruling in the first place,

Cook's cold feet were not explained
publiely but the militant rvesponse of
Georgia’s Negro citizens and the clear
determination of the NAACP to drag the
obviously unconstitutional ruling into
court without delay were probably - the

]
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Paz Estenssoro Amnesties Falangists, Arrests Stalinists, POR Militants

 New Danger from Below Menaces Regime

By JUAN REY

SANTIAGO, Aug. 20 — The Na-
tionalist government of Paz Esten-
ssoro has arrested several hundred
fascist militants of the Falange So-
cialista Boliviana, accusing them
of subversive activity.

After the political destruction of
the old political parties, the Franc-
oist Falange Socialista remained as
the only opposition organization
capable of fighting the government
and making a “revolution” in the
high Peruvian manner, i.e,, & palace rev-
olution. In this case it appears that the
government did not fear a falangist
“revolution” so much as the united front
of all opposition parties signed in San-
tiago de Chile, according to which the
Falange has obtained the support of the
old *‘democratic’” bourgeois parties.

DESTROY UNITED OPPOSITION

In order to destroy this united opposi-
- tion front, the government has subjected
the arrested falangists to physical and
moral pressures, and obtained from them
an “open letter” addressed to the leader
of the Falange, Unzaga de la Vega, who
s lives in Rio de Janeiro. This letter de-
manded of him “a national pacification,”
collaboration with the Nationalist re-
gime, and a eommon front with the gov-
ernment against the “Rosca” (the mine
owners and their political adherents).
The letter condemns the activity of Un-
zaga de la Vega and his *‘collaboration
with the Rosca,” It was preceded by an-
other political declaration, by the “vice-
leader” of the Falange, Gustavo Stumpf,
who came back te Bolivia from Peru and
was arrested, in which he and other
“leaders” reject the “revolutionary pact”
of the opposition_in Santiago, announce
their rupture with the opposition par-
ties, and declare for collaboration with
the government under the Nationalist
banner.
After having signed these declarations,
more than 300 "Falangists' were also re-
leased frgm prisen and the government

aries and wages, a spontaneous opposi-
tion among the middle class and the
workers is growing; and any organized
political force ean be very dangerous in
such a situation, specially if it has a
leftist program.

Thus, despite the foct that the POR is
incapable of independent action because
of its support fo the "'Mational Revolu-
tion," and the CP is backing the govern

- ment "against imperialism,” the govern-

ment fears the "danger from the left,” be-
cause it would be easier for the left than
for the destroyed rightist parties to ex-
press the spontaneous opposition of the®
masses.

But on its left flank, the government
has at its disposal a better instrument
than prisons. It controls the workers
through the COB (the union federation)
and the workers’ organizations of the

BRAZIL

MNR (government party). The ex-min-
ister, and now the peneral secretary of
the COB, Juan Lechin, backs the nation-
alist regime “from below” in order to
“preserve the workers’ conquests of the
national revolution against the right.”” In
spite of his differences with the right
wing of the government, Lechin backs it
firmly in its attack against the left, ac-
cusing the Stalinists of eollaborating
with the right in the hanging of Colonel
Villaroel in 1946. Lechin is now organiz-
ing a “university revolution,” the aim of
which is to destroy the Stalinist influence
in the universities, In Oruro, there is a
University Council in which Lechin's
“workers' and peasants’ delegates™ sit
together with professors and student
representatives.

In this way, Lechin, the “supreme
leader” of the workers has been trans-
formed into the strongest factor for

stagnation; the big stabilizer of the na-
tionalist regime; the lightning-rod of
the workers' oppesition. Because the
“left" is incapable of breaking this road-
block, and freeing the workers from the
nationalist influence, the political situa-
tion cannot develop to a higher stage,
and the regime is searching for collabo-
ration on the right. While Paz Esten-
ssoro and Siles are freeing “Falangists"”
and arresting leftists, Lechin demands
support to the government from the fam-
ished workers. Perhaps the State De-
partment is right to give the little assist-
ance of $5,000,000 every three months to
the government to preserve it from eol-
lapse, because this alms iz saving the
“national revolution’ from death, and is

" also a prime factor in the political stag-

nation of the country.
This’iow price is proof of the misery
of the “national revolution."

Stalinists Back Vargas® Party in ldecisive Pre-Election Situation as

Army Threatens "Extra-Legal Solutions”

', J- R.

SANTIAGO, Aug. 20—The victory of
Adhemar de Barros' party in the munici-
pal elections in the State of San Paulo,
and the taking over of the municipal ad-
ministration by his adherent, Lino de
Mattos, was a smashing defeat for Janio
Quadros in his capacity as governor of
the State, as well as for his policy of
political passivity in the national elec-
toral struggle. It was further a striking
demonstration of the fragility of the
“pro-Janist” movement, and of its de-
composition. Janio's friends, Porfirio de
Paz and Emilio Carlos, are now backing
the candidacy of Jusceline Kubitscheck
for the presidency.

After - hiz electoral viclory .in San
Paulo, Adhemar de Barros, thus encour-
aged, presented his candidacy for the
presidency of Brazil, If he should win the
election, the situation of Janio Quadros
as governor of San Paulo could become

decreed an amnesty. In this way the No-~ very difficult, as he had formerly defeat-

tionallst regime seeks to onnihilate the
oppositionist agreement of Santiage po-
litically, and to destroy the resf of the
opposition. Even if Gustava Stumpf signed
this copitulation under torture, as was
certainly the case with his other friends,
their declarations have brought about a
broad demoralization ameng the odher-

" ents and militants of the Falange, and
have isclated the bourgeois opposition
even further from the maosses.

On the other hand, the government
has ordered the arrest of Partida Obrera
Revolutionaria® (Trotskyists) and Com-
munist Party militants, accusing them
of conspiracy. This is very significant:
the liberation of the Francoist Falang-
ists and the “united front” along with
them, which iz paralleled by the arrest
of the left militants who are offering
their support to the regime against the
right,

This poliecy of Paz Estenssoro iz due
not only to the growing strength of the
right, and the pressure of the State De-
partment of the United States, but also
corresponds to the potential danger of a
new opposition from below. Because of
the growing crisis, the galloping infla-
tion and the fall of the real value of sal-
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ed Adhemar in a campaign the chief slo-
gan of which was “against the thieves.”

AGAINST THE THIEVES

Thus Janio can no longer keep up the
position of political abstention which he
had assumed, so he has decided to resign
the governorship temporarily, and join
in the present political fizht “against the
thieves," that is, against Adhemar de
Barros, as the latter’s vietory represents
a danger to Janio's political career. He
has now become head of the political
campaign on behalf of General Juarez
Tavora for the presidency. He has an-
nounced that Kuobitscheck and Barros
will suffer a “disastrous” political de-
feat in the campaign.

But such an outcome of the elections
is not nearly as certain as Janio pro-
claims it to be. Kubitscheck is backed by
the political camp formerly behind Var-
gas, and quite possibly by a majority of
the voters. In any case, he has behind
him two major parties, the PSD (Social
democraey, founded by Dutra) and the
PTB (Partido Trabalhista Brasileiro)
founded by Vargas. On the other hand,
Barros' PSP (Social Progressive Party)
represents a part of the “populist” camp,
namely the dregs of the Vargas camp.

The candidacy of General Juarez Ta-
vora does not have the support of the
worker and peasant masses, in spite of
the support given it by the Socialist
-Party, because the majority of workers
and peasants in Brazil voted for Vargas.
The coalition of the PSB (Socialists),
PDC (Christian Democrats), PL (Lib-
erals) and UDXN (Democratic Union)
cannot guarantee Juarez a majority of
the votes, because all of them are minor-
ity parties in Brazil,

BOURGEOIS CAMP

Even if the support of the UDN for
Juarez signifies that he has the backing
of an important block of voters, it could
also be a danger for him, as the UDN is
considered the stronghold of the right,
Despite its social and “reformist” pro-
gram, the adherence of the socialists has
resulted only in the formation of a lib-
eral hourgeois camp, and not one of the
workers and peasants, or of a “populist
left.”” The PSB (Socialists) is not a
workers' party; it has no popularity
among the masses, and cannot confer a
socialist or populist character on the

coalition in the elections, not to speak of
a socialist or “left” program.

Thus, the policy of the PSB has ended
up in a united front with the rightist
UDN. The “Janist” “movement of
March” has been disselved, and the popu-
lar “prophet” Janio Quadros is now
scarcely more than an agitator for Gen-
eral Juarez Tavora, together with the
rightist UDN.

The pre-electoral situation is so inde-
cisive ‘and uncertain, that the generals
who were responsible for Vargas® over-
throw in August of the past year have
manifested their dissatisfaction with the
development of the situation to the point
that they have threatened “extra-legal
solutions,” if the “democratic forces”
prove incapable of assuring the stability
of the democratic regime. General Can-
robert Pereira, who issued this warning,
actually in the name of the Armed
Forces, proclaimed the inevitability of
the “extra-legal solution” in the event of
an electoral victory by the pro-Getulist
forces.

In this way the leaders of the “Auvgust
movement” (overthrow of Vargas) have
announced that they are firmly deter-
mined to defend the status quo, even if
Kubitscheck or Barros should win the
elections.

Since Kubitscheck counts on the finan-

cial support of the inflationist bourgeoi-
sie, and, perhaps, with a majority of the
Vargas voters (who were a majority of
the electorate last time), political devel-
opments in this country may be matur-
ing toward a serious internal crisis.
The Communist Party of Brazil is
backing the candidacy of Kubitscheck-
Goulart, and is accusing General Juarez
Tavora of fascism and pro-imperialism
in spite of the fact that he deposed the
hangman of the Stalinists, Getulio Var-
gas. This ecollaboration of Stalinism with
Getulism in Brazil and Peronism in Ar-
genting is significant. In Rio de Janeiro
and Buenos Aires, as in Mozcow, the
Communist Party is the servant of to-
talitarian reaction, covered with a

«“Marxist" phraseology, On the other

hand, the opportunist policy of the PSB
(Socialists) has led it into the blind alley
of collaboration with the right. The pol-
iy of revolutionary sccialism, if it ex-
isted in Brazil, would be to present its
own, third, socialist alternative under
its own socialist banner., )

But today the conscious working class
forces will support the totalitarian Getu-
list camp under the leadership of the
Stalinists, since the Socialist Party is in
a block with the UDN.

Today no independent policy of the
working class, or of revolutionary social-
ism exists in Brazil. '

Govt. Workers’ Strike Spreads

The Chilean government faces a
major crisis. This was made clear
when the government ordered 5000
troops into Santiago, the capital,
declared it an “emergency zone,”
and ordered an additional 10,000
soldiers to stand by to support the
original detachment. The southern
province of Concepcion was de-
clared an “emergency zone' sever-
al days ago.

The government is confronted
with a strike wave which embraces
a number of government depart-
ments as-well as sectors of indus-
try. A strike of bank clerks on
August 26 added the workers in
the banks to the ranks of strikers
already out in the government's
Internal Revenue Section, Treas-
ury, Controller's Bureau, and Cus-
toms and Port Authority. Similar
movements have broken out, or
threaten to break out in many in-
dustries, including shipping, trans-
portation and the railroads.

Although the Central Federation
of Workers Unions has not official-
ly called out the strikers, the gov-
ernment accuses it of “encourag-
ing"” them. In a statement issued
on August 27, the government de-
clared that “illegal social conflict is
affecting normal development of
national activities, but measures

have been adopted to maintain or-
der.” Over 100 strike leaders had
been arrested by that time, though
the leaders of the Central Federa-
tion of Workers Unions were still
at liberty. Clotario Blest, president
of the Federation, declared that
any move to arrest Federation
leaders would immediately pro-
voke a general strike throughout
the country,
®

On August 29, according to the
New York Times, “heavily armed
police arrested about 1000 health
and welfare strikers"” in raids on
strike meetings. The Central Labor
Federation countered by calling
for a “mobilization” of its 1,000,-
000 members in support of the de-
mand for the immediate release of
the strikers,

At a special session of the Cham-
ber of Deputies, called by oppon-
ents of President Carlos Ibanez del
Campo, Conservative supporters
of the regime voted down a motion
of censure. The Chamber voted,
however, to protest to the Supreme
Court against police refusal to al-
low deputies to talk to arrested
strikers,
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A Progressive Solution for Indochina?

By EDWARD HILL

L

“Over a year ago the partition of Indochina was acecomplished at
Geneva. Since then, there have been sporadic reports from that country
—of uprisings on the part of the police and the religious sects in the
South, of the relations between the French and Viet Minh in the
North—but little in the way of a detailed analysis of what has been
going on. Joseph Buttinger, former leader of the Austrian Revolution-

ary Socialists, reported on his im-
pressions in a special supplement
to the New Leader, but by far and
large the American press has ig-
nored the Indochina situation or
confined itself to a vague uneasi-
ness about the elections which, aecord-
ing to the Geneva settlement, are to
take place next year.

The Summer issue of the Pacific Spec-
tator has broken this silence with a fair-
ly long special supplement by Ellen J.
Hammer, the author of The Struggle for
Indochina. Although she does not discuss
the popular uprisings of this year, Miss
Hammer's piece is a fascinating docu-
ment, both in terms of her analysis of
how the Geneva sccord came into exist-
ence and as to what has happened since.
Her point of view would seem to be that
of a pro-American liberal, yet her con-
clusions are cold comfort to American
liberalism.

Miss Hammer begins her discussion of
the events leading up to Geneva with this
statement: "This was on awkward time
for American policy-makers; they were
forced to recognize the unpalatable fact
that practically all of the assumptions un-
derlying United States policy in Indochina
were simply not true." These assumptions
were: that the French were interested in
the freedom of the Vietnamese people:
that the Bac Dal regime had substantial
popular support; thet the French' military
position was growing stronger and strong-
er. ANl of these premises, according fo
Miss Hammer, were untrue. She writes,
“The only freedom that most Yietnamese
wanted was net frem Communism, about
which they knew little ond understood
less, but from Fronce. . . ."

IMPOSSIBLE POSITION

As a result of this impossible position,
it was inevitable that Geneva would rec-
ognize the fact of Viet Minh power. This
it did through a partition of the ecoun-
try, theoretically for a limited period of
time, with the puarantee of elections in
1956. Since then both the North and
South have had a period of over a year
to demonstrate the nature of their re-
gimes. It is in her analysis of the facts
of this development that Miss Hammer
raises some of the interesiting questions
which have been absent from the Ameri-
can press.
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First, there has been the development
of the Viet Minh state in the North, The
pattern which Miss Hammer describes
iz a familiar one: totalitarianization of
political life, an attempt at industriali-
zation, land reform but with a contradic-
tory, though tentative, policy of collecti-
vization. The structure which emerges is
quite similar to that of Chinese Stalin-
ism. Probably the most eentral problem
which the Viet Minh has faced is agrari-
an, although it has also been faced with
major difficulties in the area of indus-
trial production.

The agrarian problem was neatly sum-
marized by Nguyen Than Yinh, whe was
head of the Yiet Minh economic and finan-
cial services in the South before Geneva,
He wrote -of land reform: "It leads to
over-fragmentation of property and to a
very definite decrease in output. However,
we have been obliged to stick to it be-
cause our entire political action ameng
the peasants is based upon the right of
each to Individual property. We would
have risked losing their support had we
stopped breaking up land holdings.” Since
Geneva, this contradiction has plagued
the Viet Minh in the North.

At the same time, the Viet Minh faced
the tremendous problem of attempting
to develop the industrial plant of the
North, At first, Ho Chi Minh tried to
strike a deal with the French. Security,
freedom from discrimination, and even
profits, were promised to French capital.
On the part of the French government,
there was a certain willingness to accept
these arguments, Jean Sainteny, who
had negotiated with the Viet Minh in
1945 and 1946 and who has some popu-
larity with them, was dispatched to dis-
cuss the question of French business in
the North. In December, 1954, Sainteny
signed an accord with the Viet Minh for
the protection of French economic inter-
ests north of the seventeenth parallel.

OBJECTIONS RAISED

Objections were raised to this policy
within the French camp. The military
regarded it as highly dubious. The busi-
nessmen themselves were suspicious. As
a result, French capital did not plunge
in to negotiate individual agreements
with the Viet Minh—a procedure set up
under the Sainteny accord—and many
businesses began to withdraw South or
to make an outright sale to the Viet
Minh. The biggest deal of the latter type
wag made by the big French coal-mining
company, the Chorbonnages du Tenkin.

According te Miss Hommer, the Yiet
Minh have used totalitarion techniques in
their attempts to solve both the agrerian
ond the industrial problem. She writes, "In
Hanoi, for example, they set up a vast sys-
tem of cells in which every one of the
twelve members was made responsible for
each of the eleven others, . . . The sur-
veillance of every individual was linked
with official encouragement of informers,
and intensive political ‘education’ by
means of constant pelitical meetings and
the highly organized press and radie
which operated as an arm of the govern-
ment." Moreover, Miss Hammer finds con-
siderable evidence in the testimony of ref-
ugees that forced labor is extensively used
by the Yiet Minh en projects such as rail-
road building,

All of this has a familiar ring. The
problems which the Viet Minh face are
typical of many Asian countries; the
solutions which it is putting forth are
typical of Stalinism. The people who ral-
lied to the Viet Minh in order to destroy
the imperialism and exploitation of the
French now finds themselves under the
rule of native exploiters and of political
totalitarianism,

It is rather in Miss Hammer's discus-
gsion of the Diem Government in the
South that material unfamiliar to the
readers of the American press is found.
The entire section is entitled “Paralysis
in the South.” It is Miss Hammer's gen-
eral thesis that Diem is a mandarin
without popular support of the people,
ineapable of the primary task of forging
national unity. True, Diem has to come
to grips with contradictory forces, even
anachronisms like the religious sects,
yet, in Miss Hammer’s view, he has not
made even the first step in the direction
of securing popular support for his gov-
ernment.

This is how Miss Hammer characterizes
the basic preblem which Diem faced: "The
Vietnamese had to be rallied and Inspired
to the greatest effort they had made in
their lives, to save themselves by working
together . . . without unity, and the vision
and courage of Yielnamese leaders neces-
sary to achieve it, there would be no fu-
ture for any non-Communist government
In southern Yietnam." Unfortunately, Miss
Hommer nowhere indicates what kind of a
movement would be copable of leading
the people toward unity—and what effect
this would have on the relationships of the
governments of the Western Comp to
Vietnam. For clearly, the task which she
demands be fulfilled before South Vietnam
can survive is a reveolutionary one,

What she does do is to demonstrate
clearly and decisively how Diem has
failed to even begin working toward a
real solution of the problem. At the very
outset, one encounters -his Catholicism,
He “turned openly to the Catholic minor-
ity in the south for the support which
the Confucianist and Buddhist majority
was slow to give. The public reacted bit-
terly to this sectarian poliey.” Miss
Hammer then quotes extensively from
Graham Greene, the Catholic writer, who
made a similar analysis of this point in
the New Republic.

NO SUPPORT AMONG PEOPLE

In addition to his Catholic orientation
in the South, Diem further compromised
himself by relying on Northern Catholic
refugees for the creation of a militia. By
doing this, he not only sharpened relig-
ious antagonisms, but regional antagon-
isms as well. Given this popular dissatis~
faction with a leader who had little sup-
port among the people and who seemed
bent on ereating even more difficulties
for himself, other elements in the coun-
try began to stir politically. “To the su-
perficial observer,” writes Miss Hammer,
“it seemed to increase the impression of
general anarchy. This, however, was
something quite different, not a further
evidence of disunity but rather the stir-
ring of important sectors of the popula-
tion. . . . They were disappointed and
disturbed by the failure of the Diem gov-
ernment to rally the people around it,
but they lacked an assembly and political
parties, the right to hold meetings freely
and to have a free press, ..."

1t was this feeling which resulted in
various manifestations of discontent with
the government. Unfortunately, Miss Ham-
mer does not treat of the Revolutionary
Committees which came into exisfence.
{5he had evidently written most of her
report prior to those events.) In her one
eryptic reference to them, she notes "One
foctien (of the anti-Diem movement),
which favered moking use of Diem before
discarding him, was active in estabilshing
a Revolutionary Committee which, though
nominally decloring in support of Diem
and demanding the deposition of Bao Dal
... was actually a potential competitor
with the Prime Minister for power. Trinh
Minh The, the most dynamic member of
the committee, was killed under mysteri-
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ous circumstances during the fighting im
Saigon.”

In this general situation, what has.
been the policy of the American govern-
ment? In November, 1954, when General:
J. Lawton Collins arrived in Indochina
as Special Envoy with the rank of Am-
bassador, he said, *I have come to Viek
Nam to bring every possible aid to the
government of Diem and to his govern-
ment only. It is the legal government in,
Viet Nam, and the aid which the United;
.States will lend it ought to permit the
government to save the country.” Miss
Hammer comments on this, *. . . it gave
to the Diem Government a blank check,
bolstering the latter’s already dangerous
indifference to public opinion.”

WHAT POLICY FOR U.5.7.

But what policy could the American
government, with its present aims and
orientation, have taken? This, I think, is
where Miss Hammer's analysis falls
down. Committed as she is to the Ameri-
ean camp in the ¢bld war, no matter how
critically, she does not develop the abso-
lute necessity for an intransigeant, anti-
imperialist independence on the part of
any successful Indochinese popular
movement. Indeed, she nowhere indicates
that she is aware that the “tasks" which
she feels must be fulfilled are revolution-
ary in nature and reguire a revolution-
ary movement, Unfortunately we do not
have her actual assessment of the reve-
lutionary movement which did come into
being.

Nevertheless, the article in the Pacific
Spectator is extremely valuoble te a so-
cialist anolysis of the situation in Indo-
china. For one thing, it indicates that the
broad "naotional front' under which the
Stalinists masqueraded is fast becoming
a typical Stalinist "movemént.” No doubt
precise information is lacking, but all of
Miss Hommer's data ond generalizations
support that thesis that the Viet Minh is
attempting to solve the very real prob-
lems which it faces with totalitarian, Stal-
inist methods.

On the other hand, the capitalist camp
is faced with its inability to even find
a government which will unify the
South. The French negotiate with the
Viet Minh to protect investments. The
Americans support the Diem Govern-
ment which has proved itself incapable
of achieving popular support—and in-
deed must be ineapable of this task as
long as it is tied to America.

Between these two imperialist forces
are the people of Viet Nam, They have
given evidence already that they possess
a revolutionary determination to achieve
independence and political freedom. In
the North, this sentiment was tragieally
channelled into the Viet Minh. In the
South, as the appearance of the Revolu-
tionary Committees indicate, perhaps
there is, even now, still time, If there is,
the movement which can make use of
this time will be independent and op-
posed to both of the camps which seek
to betray Indochina.

THE AIM OF THE YSL

The Young Socialist League is o demes
cratic socialist organization striving te
aid in the basic transformation of this se-
ciety into one where the means of produce
tion and distribution shall be collectively
owned and democrateally managed. The
YSL attempts to make the young workers
and students, wha form its arena of activ-
ity, conscious of the need for orgonization
directed ogainst copitalism ond Stalinlsm.

The YSL rejects the concept that state
ownership without democratic controls
represents socialism; or that socialism can
be achieved without political democracy,

or through undemocrotic means, eor Im .
shert in any way other than the consciows

active participation of the people them-
selves in the bullding of the new soclal

order. The YSL orients toward the werks -

Ing class, as the class which is capable of

leading soclety 1o the establishment of |

mlnlllﬂ. ; . !
—From the Constitution of the Y84
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| "Even if We Kilied Thousands'—

| Casablanca told a reporter: “In Algeria,”

I
2
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The horror of North Africa is suggested
i in what an anonymdéus I'rench official in

he gaid, “we are at homa, We can announce
it when- we destroy villages. Even if we
killed thousands of Algerians that would
be our business and none of the United
Nations’ business. In Meroeco even if we
did the same things—and mind you I am
not saying we are—we could never admit
4 it officially.” Algeria is considered part of
France while Morocco is a Fregeh protee-
: ‘torate. The screams of the dying can be

T heard well from both places.
i Theodore Kaghan

E in the New York Post
{Continued from poge 1)

Aungust 24

. “Specifically, the Glaoui takes a tax of 100
frs. (0.25) per day on each of the 6,000 pros-
#itutes that live under his jurisdiction. More-
over, the Pasha is the cornerstone of an inter-
Mational association which exploits the de luxe
brothel “Le Sphinz” in Fedala, of which he is
the principal shareholder. The report goes on
fo say that a “true migration of the army of
wice has occured from Paris and Marseille to
Algiers, Oran, Casablanca and Marrakesh. At
the same time, white slave traffic through the
Mediterranean has *taken hitherto unequalled
proportions.”

- This "industry" shows perhaps more clearly
than any other single aspect the real nature of
+he "defenders of civilization" in Morocco,
More important, however, as a source of pow-
@r for the Glaoui and his friends, is his relation
o the Omnium Nord-Africain, a powerful min-
ing company, supported by the Bank of Paris,
which acquired most of its concessions with
4he help of the Glaoui. According to Moroccan
faw (and to French law) the mineral resources
of the country are automatically state prop-
<rty. In order to get hold of the mines, the Gla-
oui had %o have a fictitious "Berber law" in-
vented, which enabled him to force the Berber
ribes of the region to concede the mining
rights he then passed on to the Omnium in ex-
change for a participation of 20% of the
shares.

The collaboration between the Omnium and
its protector has continued ever since. In 1944,
Jean Epinat, the founder of the Omnium, was
saved from a long prison sentence as a collabor-
ator only by the personal intervention of the
Glaoui with de Gaulle. Since 1951, the Glaoui
has supported the Omnium against the at-
tempts of another large mining copany, the
Penarroya, to muscle in; that confliet was
selved in 1953 by a compromise agreement be-
tween the two companies. The political conse-
quiences of the compromise were considerable:
in the course of the struggle the Penarroya
had enlisted the support of the Sharifian gov-
ernment, that is, of the sultan Ben Youssef; in
exchange, Claude Bourdet suggests, it may be
dlie to the support of the Penarroya that Berr
Youssef had not been deposed as early as 1951.
However, the agreement of the Penarroya with
the Omnium seemed to indicate that the only
big business group that supported the sultan
was no longer interested in doing so, and open-
ed the way for the deposition of the sultan in
the summer of 1953.

Lt |

Procurers and Assassins

This combination of business interests has
mnaturally its representatives in the Adminis-
tiétion authorities in Morocco and in Parlia-
ment in France. Corrupt politicians like Mar-
tinaud-Déplat, generals like Juin and Guil-
launde, owe their careers to the coalition’s sup-
port: large sections of the Independents, Radi-
cals, ‘Gaullists and MRP are paid by its money;
the former chief of police in Morocco, Boniface,
who 'continues to wield considerable power, is
tied to these business interests, and the Mas
iewwspaper chain supports its policies.

Not content with owning the country’s ad-
mithistration, and in particular the police, the
Glaoui and his friends imported a gang of

I S e T

pimps and assassins, headed by one Jo Renucel,
to keep the opposition in line. Jo Renucci has a
history as a civil servant: in 1945 he was hired
by the Marseille police to eliminate the desert-
ers from the US Army who had organized a

‘black market ring in the Marseille region and

were competing too efficiently with the police-
supported racketeers. Today Jo Renucci and
his gang are the organizers of “counter-terror-
ism” in Morocco, with the help of other erimin-
al elements, former and present fascists, police-
men, unemployed officers, Indo-China veterans,
ete,

Within the French bourgeoisie, this "classi-
cal” coalition of businessmen, politicians, and
gangsters has met with opposition. Also sup-
ported by business interests, but far weaker
than its reactionary counterpart, the liberal
bourgeoisie has been led by men like Walter,
the owner of Maroc-Presse, Clostermann, a
Gaullist deputy, Reifzer, an industrialist, and
Lemaigre-Dubreuil, former roydlist, "enlighten-

F i .

THE ISTAQLAL PARTY SAYS:
THE SULTAN MUST BE FREE!

According to sources close to the Istaglal
party in New York, the removal of ben Arafa
in no ‘way satisfies their demands. They stand
on the proposition that only a genuine Moroc-
can government can make a lasting settlement
with the French, and that no such government
can be formed without the approval of the
legitimate sultan of the country, ben Youssef.
They maintain, further, that the sultan’s ap-
proval can only be given freely if he is in a
position to confer with the political leaders of
his country.

The Istaqlal leadership is willing to wait #ill
October for the sultan's arrival in France,
though they feel that this is a concession which
may not be popular among their people. In the
meantime, however, they will refuse to partici-
pate in any "government" cooked up by the
French in Mereoceo.

The insistence of the nationalist leadership
of Moroceco on the sultan’'s authority is not
based primarily on monarchist conceptions,
though they affirm that the vast majority of
the Moroccan people want a monarchical gov-
ernment at the present time. What the national-
ist leaders insist upon is that the sultan repre-
sents the principle of Morocean national inde-
pendence; that his removal by the French was
an illegal and arbitrary imperialist act; and
that the question of the future form of Moroc-
can government whether it be republican or
monarchist, is a matter for the Moroceans
themselves to decide completely free of French
interference.

N ”

ed colonialist” and former editor of Maroc-
Presse. With the Moroccan nationalists of all
shades, these men were the No. 1 target of Jo
Renucci's "counter-terrorist" gangs. All of them
have narrowly escaped attempts on their lives,
without any kind of police investigation being
made or any sanction being taken dgainst the
would-be kiliers. On!y when Lemaigre-Dubreuil
was finally shot down, on June 11, the Paris
government reacted. The gang had gone too

far.

The assassination of Lemaigre-Dubreuil
closed a period of uneasy stagnation that had
lasted since late 1954, Events were set once
again in motion: for a while, the liberal bour-
geoisie seemed to take the initiative, only to be
bogged down, delayed and finally paralyzed by
its reactionary allies in Parliament.

On June 20 Resident-General Lacoste was
recalled and replaced by Grandval, a represent-
dative of “enlightened colonialism™ or, as Le
Monde put it, the “Resident-General of the last
chance.” With him, he breught vague promis-
es, a “new style” a la Mendés-France, and the
basic premises of the samie reactionary policy
that had been followed before: “(I) loyalty to
our Morocean friends (i.e., the Glaoui) ; (2) in-
tangibility of the French presence in Moroceco;
(3) strengthening of Franco-Moroccan friend-
ship.” However, he also took limited action:

THE “DEFENDERS OF CIVILIZATION” IN MOROCCO

on July 12, sentences against 77 nationalist and
trade-union leaders were lifted, and 9 top-level
civil servants, known to be particularly linked
to the colonialist extremists, were given the
sack. Grandval rallied the support of the mod-
erate nationalists. He was expected to replace
the puppet sultan Ben Arafa by a Regency
Council, and to prepare a solution on the Tunis-
ian model, ..

Then, on July 14, a bomb exploded on a

Casablanca square killing 6 Europeans and’

wounding 30. Minutes later well-organized
lynching mobs of Europeans overran the
European city, and practically kept it under
control until July 16. The police refused to in-
tervene, and Grandval managed to re-establish
order only by calling in the Army and turning
the city over to military rule. It is interesting
to see who made up the demonstrating crowds.
Hints were given to the press (and eagerly
picked up by the Herald Tribune) that the mobs
were composed in many cases of Spanish re-
publican or Stalinist refugees. Nothing could
be more grotesque. The organizers of the riots
are well known: they are the same clique of
gangsters and policemen which organized
“counter-terrorist" activities. The bulk of the
demonstrators, however, came from: a popular
district in Casablanca predominantly inhabit-
ed by poor Eurcpeans. They were predominant-
ly young people: the European lumpenproleta-
riat of Casablanca, those elements that feel
most directly threatened in their status by the
social rise of the Moroccan working-class, the
“poor white trash" of Morocco—at the same
time fanatically racist, an easy prey for mani-
pulation,

From the 14th to the 17th of July, the official
statistics show 63 dead, 100 wounded, mostly
Moroccans. The real figures are probably twice
as high.

On July 20, Dr. Causse, a prominent leader

of “counter-terrorist” circles was deported-

from Morocco, while Si Bekkai, an independent
nationalist leader, returned from exile.

Myth of El Glaoui's Power

In the following days, Grandval undertook
an information trip through the major cities
in Moroceo, and was met evervwhere by demon-
strations in favor of the deposed sultan Ben
Youssef. On July 21, there were demonstra-
tions in Marrakesh, the stronghold of the
Glaoui, puncturing two myths at the same
time: the one about the Glaoui’s absolute power
and the one about the “loyalty” of the Berber
population. On July 25, there were demonstra-
tions in Meknes, on July 31, there were again
demonstrations and incidents in Marrakesh and
in Moulay-Idriss.

A few observations are in order also concern-
ing the Morocecan demonstrations. The strik-

* ing fact about them, excepting a few isolated

instances, is the discipline and restraint of the

crowds, even in the face of provoeation and ut-

most brutality from the police (like shooting in-

to the erowd without warning). In Tunisia,
[Confinued on poge 7]

Forty to One for Oppressors

In Algeria—classed as part of Overseas
France and ruled by a French Governor
General—the French have outlawed Na-
tionalist movements and suppressed them
vigorously. Working underground, the*Na-
tionalists, over the past three years, have
fashioned a erude army of liberation com-
prising about 2,500 men based in the
Aures Mountains., To hold them down,
France last spring detached a division
from the NATO Command, raising its
troop commitment in Algeria to over
100,000,

N. Y. Times, August 28
®

One hundred thousand soldiers with
modern weapons to keep down a “erude
army” of 2,600. That.is a classic propor-
tion when what is actually involved is the
attempt to hold down a whole people which
wants to be free of foreign rule,
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AFTER AMPLE WARNING—THE STORM BREAKS

IContinued from page &)

nothing had demonstrated better the strength
and the popularity of the Neo-Destour Party
than the efficiency of the party’s organization in
keeping public order on Bourguiba's return—
for all intents and purposes it had taken the
city of Tunis over from the French police and
was doing its job more effectively. A similar
demonstration of power occurred on a smaller
scale during Grandval’s visits, when order was
kept by a “barely clandestine” order service,
or when the erowd, which had demonstrated
in the morning, marched in absolute silence in
the afternoon, burying its dead. :

This is only one aspect of the great restraint
the nationalist parties have shown throughout.
On July 22, for instance, one of the more fradi-
tionalist leaders of the Istiglal Party, Allal el
Fassi, spoke over Radio Cairo and said: ". . .
the hopes raised by the nomination of Mr.
Grandval should not be abandoned under the
pressure of disorders.” Partial reforms will be
accepted, he said, "as long as they do not com-
mit the future of the country.” )

Another significant fact about the demon-
strations, which was noted by all witnesses,
was the extremely high participation of youth
and of women of all ages. The latter are doubly
oppressed as Moroccans and as women, e?;ploit-
ed under indescribable -conditiong, as in the
sardine canning industry, humiliated as serv-
ants of racist European mistresses, sent by
force into the Glaoui's brothels, always con-
demned to the hardest and dirtiest jobs. In his
essay “Marrakech,” written in 1939, George
Orwell describes the old women he saw, “bent
double like inverted capital L’'s,” *‘accepting
their status as beasts of burden,” with “poor
old earth-colored bodies, bodies reduced to
bones and leathery skin, bent double under the
crushing weight.” These days are past..The
daughters of these women are rebelling with a
‘violence that comes as a surprise only to the
most hide-bound, racist minds.

Nationalists Present Demands

On July 28, the nationalist parties (Istaqlal
and Democratic Independence Party) present-
ed their minimum demands to Grandval: (1)
return of the former sultan Ben Youssef; (2)
formation of a representative Moroccan gov-
ernment; (3) abolition of the protectorate
treaty and its replacement with a treaty of all_1-
ance. At this point there could be no doubt in
anybody’s mind about the seriousness of the
nationalists’ demands, about the urgency of
opening negotiations on this basis; and about
the fact that such negotiations represented the
last chance for peaceful settlement. Nothing
could be done, in any event, toward a solution
without first eliminating the puppet sultan I}en
Arafa, tool and symbol of French colonialism
and of the Glaoui's cligue. This conclusion was
so obvious, that it became the main burden of
Grandval’s proposals to the government, after
he had completed his information junket in
early August: Ben Arafa had to be replaced by
a temporary Regency Council.

Yet this elementary preliminary measure was
immediately defeated by the right-wing politi-
cians in France. On August 8, Grandval was
met in southern France by three ministers who
asked him to "moderate™ his proposals. On
August 11, Grandval unsuccessfully de.f.ended
his proposals before the government's “Coor-
dination Committee on North Africa.”” The
right-wing ministers, on whom the government
is dependent for its majority, rejected Grand-
val's plan. Instead, the government empowered
Grandval to "ask Ben Arafa to form a repre-
sentative government." Caught between the
risk of unleashing bloody disorders in Morocco
and the risk of losing its majority in Parliament,
Faure hesitated only an instant—and preserved
his majority.

Yet., the government had received ample
warning, On July 30, the preside'ml: of the
Moroccan Chamber of Agriculture in Casa-
blanca emphatically warned the government
against the “propaganda which seeks to mis-
lead public opinion by saying that the people of
the countryside do not carefully follow what
oceurs in the rest of Moroceo, that they dis-
approve of their brothers in the cities, and that

Paris police seized all copies of today's
Communist Humanite because of offenses
“likely to damage the integrity of the na-
tional territory.” Stories about what the
French are doing to the Arabs in North
Africa are assumed to constitute the
damage.

New York Post, August 24

they are ready to rebel if the dynastic question
is raised (i.e., if Ben. Arafa is deposed). This
is absolutely wrong and ridiculous, all the more
sinee two thirds of the city population is com-
posed of recent immigrants from the country-
side.”

Memorandum to Parliament

On August 11, a number of liberal French or-
ganizations in Moroceo, among them the Social-
ist Party, submitted a detailed memorandum to
the Parliament in Paris, asserting the impera-
tive need to solve the dynastic question before
going any further, warning of the radicaliza-
tion of the Moroccan masses, “among whom
anarchist tendencies are beginning to appear”
in opposition with the nationalist parties, and
pointing out that even the traditionally back-
ward and tribal countryside was on the brink
of rebellion. In conclusion, the niemorandum
stated : “Hesitation at this point would only in-
crease the present agitation and might bring
about, within the next days, disorders of catas-
trophic proportions, which would ecertainly
have profound repercussions on French politi-
cal life, and might force the govermment to
look for much more radical solutions than the
compromise formulas it is considering at the
present time.”

On August 12, four “caids” (leaders) of the
Zaian berber tribes in southern Moroceo sent
a telegram to Edgar Faure and Grandval for-
mally disapproving of the Glaoui’s policies and
stating in part: “Neither in the past, nor at the
present time has the pasha of Marrakesh been
recognized as the leader of all Berbers., These
are part ‘of ‘a whole: the Morocecan people. To
deny this evidence is to create new disillusions."”

- By August 15, only the most reactionary sgc'-
tions in the French population and their Paris
supporters were left to support Ben Arafa and

- the Glaoui. But, on August 15, Grandval fe-

turned from Paris with the incredible mission

‘to ask Ben Arafa to form a representative gov-

ernment. In his briefcase he carried a list of
personalities the French government would like
to see included in this government: they in-
cluded nationalists, independents, conserva-
tives, the Glaoui’s friends, .

Coming at this point, such proposals could
only be considered as a provocation. The Istig~
lal and the Democratic Independence Party
immediately rejected the proposal and refused
to participate in any government formed by
Ben Arafa. The other personalities also refused
one after the ofher; by August 18, Ben Arafa
was left alone with a dwindling handful of sup~
porters and with the Glaoui's friends. His
counter-proposal to the French governmen®
was to create a government composed of his
supporters alone. At the same time, a few all
too docile caids asked the gevernment to be
notified if Ben Youssef is o be returned to the
throne "in order fo be able to sign the right pe-
titions in time.” ¥ ]

These were the last days before August 20,
the day Ben Youssef was deposed in 1953. Per-
fectly conscious of the danger, the government
had shipped troops to Morocco from Indochina;
from Algeria, from France. The nationalist
parties kept issuing appeals to.the population to
keep calm, Yet the storm“broke loose, and broke
loose where it was least expected: among the
Berber tribes in the mountains.

The facts are known: elements from the
Zaian and Ouled-Aissa tribes descended on sev-
eral European settlements, in particular Oued-
Zem, and brutally massacred 47 European men,
women and children,~ !

. By a cruel irony, these are the very tribes
about which official propaganda had main-
tained a fiction of “loyalty” (“they make good
soldiers and servants”), of Berber particular-
ism, of antagonism against the cities, These are

.also the tribes that traditionally . provide-the

bulk of the Morocean troops of the French
army. For decades the colonial regime main-
[Turn to last page) ,

’ The U.S. Press Shows

After condemning the French for “gambling
with the lives of their own people and of the
native people in Morocco™ and stating that after
the clashes in Morocco “there is now little doubt
that the French will finally offer the concessions
they could have offered long ago,” the New York
Times (August 23) goes on to say that “the
heart of the problem remains dynastic.” It re-
fers to the *“evil machinations of the North Af-
rican Liberation Committee” operating from
Cairo, and accuses them of: broadcasting “in-
flammatory propaganda to Tunisia, Algeria and
Moroceo.”

[According to Istaglal sources in New York,
the “North African Liberation Committee” was
formed in Cairo under the leadership of Abd El
Krim some five years ago, but soon broke up due
to differences between the old rebel leader and
the representatives of the nationalist parties
currently operating in Morocco, Algeria and
Tunisia.

Although the representatives of these move-
ments in Cairo still confer and seek to coordi-
nate their activities, their role is primarily a
diplomatic one. The nationalist movement is
not led “from abroad,” but by leaders still ac-
tive in North Africa.]

The Times editorial concludes:

“The Algerian problem is quite different
from the Moroccan. Algeria is an administra-
tive part of Metropolitan France, but it is frue
that the Moslem people, who are in a vast ma-
jority, do not have equal political, economic and
social rights with the French residents. To
raise the level of the Algerian to the French
standard is obviously a long-range problem and
it is hard to see what the French can do now
except to make it clear to the Moslems that this

is the goal.

e

3

Its Imperialist Colors

“Meanwhile, the first requisite is to restore
order, which the French are doing. After the
bloodletting of the week-end, both Morocco and
Algeria should. be reconciled to a period of
relative peace. This will give France a chance—
it may be a last chance—to find some acceptable
solution.” :

5 a

This is typical imperialist colonialese. The
French are chided for going “too slow” with
their reforms, with no mention of the fact that
these “reforms,” or more accurately, promises
of reforms have only been wrung from them by’

the determined struggle of the peoples of North’,

Africa.

Next, the “heart of the problem remains
dynastic.” True, the Times makes it clear that
there is no longer much support of any kind in
Morocco for the French puppet sultan, But this
way of putting it obscures the fact that the
“dynastic” struggle is simply the form taken
of the demand for an end to French rule in
Morocco. ¢

Next, "Algeria is an administrative part of
Metropolitan France." That makes it impossible
for the French, as the Times sees it, to do any-
thing about granting full democratic rights o
the Algerians (including the right of self-deter-
mination) except fo “make it clear to them"
than it is the objective of French imperialism to

1]

"raise them to the French standard,” whatever .

that may mean.

Let us try that one on for size in a couple of
other situations. Latvia, Lithuania and Estho-
nia_have been made “an administrative part of .
Russia.” Hence . . . their claim to independence
is null and void. Hitler once made Austria,” Bohemia

and Moravia “administrative parts of the Greater Ger- ;

iTurn to last pagel
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FACTORS FOR A “TUNISIAN POLICY” IN MOROCCO

[Continued from page 7)
tained them in_a medieval state of obscurantist
ignorance. No school system was developed
among them, all organizing attempts of the na-
tionalist parties were repressed with particular

- viciousness, their “patriarchal simplicity” and

their “warrior-like qualities” were extolled
when they fought the wars of French imperial-
ism with the utmost savagery. All this is now
coming home to roost. The “loyal Berber tribes”
have turned against their masters, who are
for the first time looking into the face of the
medieval barbarism they did so much to per-
petuate.

The political responsibilities for this outbreak
have not yet been clearly established. The level
of political consciousness is as low as can be
expected among these tribes; and they are an
easy prey for religious fanaticism or for prove-
cation from the outside. However, there is mo
doubt that the nationalist movement is in no
way involved—this is not even questioned by
‘the colonialist circles. The nationalist parties
had committed themselves to preventing any
attempted violence on the 20th, and they suc-
_ceeded wherever they were presen'l' A few iso-
“lated incidents occurred in Casablanca. Yet,
on the 21st, 30,000 people marched in complete
silence in a funeral demonstration organized

"by the Istiglal and the Democratic Independ-
~ence Party. In the mountain regions of south-
»eastern Morocco, on the other hand, the nation-

-alist cadres have long ago been decimated. A
nationalist leader gave the following state-
ment to a correspondent of Le Monde: ". . . In
the mountains, we were conscious of being dis-
armed. We had said so before, and we stressed
particularly the risks that were being run in
the Oued-Zem and Khenifra regions, where our
cadres had been decimated by the repression.
How could we have maintained our contacts
without them?"

Nevertheless these massaerés, which are the
‘fruit of a long policy of racism and exploita-
tion, are going to be used as a pretext by the ex-
‘tremist colonialist wing for wholesale repres-

PACIFICATION IN MOROCCO

All the regions in which the recent fight-
ing took place in Morocco and Algeria
have been declared “insecurity zones” by
the French, and are barred to all repre=
sentatives of the press. There is a com-
plete blackout of news from these areas.
Only the imagination, backed by many
vears of experience with the methods of
French colonialism, can fill in the full
story of French “pacification” of these
areas at the present time.

L ]

Officially, there are thirteen divisions,
or 130-150 thousand French troops in Al-
geria and Morocco. The French govern-
ment has called up an additional 50,000
reservists, most of whom will probably
reach North Africa shortly. An additional
60,000 soldiers whose term of military
service is about te expire have been noti-
fied that they will be retained in the army.

L ] -

.The French have used no Moreccan
troops in the recent fighting and “pacifica-
tion’ actions. The Morocean soldiers have
been used solely to guard some sections af-
ter French troops have “cleaned them
out.”

.

The French have used units of the For-
eign Legion in some of the hottest sectors.
The Foreign Legion is now composed over-
whelmingly of Germans. A large number
of these got their training in dealing with
“inferior peoples” in Hitler’s SS divisions.

[ ]

According to Morocean sourees, the
stories which appeared in the American
press to the effect that between ten and
" sixty thousand “armed rebels” of the Ber-
ber tribes had surrendered is a poor joke.
What the French actually did was to round
up the total populations of these tribes,
among whom perhaps a few dozen old-
fashionied hunting pieces could be found.

sion against the nationalist movement. The in-
terests that stand behind the Glaoui, Juin, Boni-
face and the others are preparing to use the
blind, unreasoning fear of the European popu-

lation to “kill 50,000, like in Madagascar, so

we'll have peace for ten years.” In Algeria, they
are already succeeding: a merciless, racist war
of annihilation is under way against the Al-
gerian population: according to the latest re-
ports, 5000 “rebels” were killed in 48 hours,
while ten days ago the maximum membership
of the resistance movement was estimated at
3000.

Unbridgeable River of Blood

The aim of the colonialists is to silence their
own liberal opposition by creating an unbridgea-
able river of blood between the European and
the Arab population, to break the back of the
nationalist movement in the process and, in the
long run, to turn North Africa into a solid pow-
er base from which they could import a reac-
tionary dictatorship into France. Their plan is
favored by the fact that the nationalist move-
ment, especially in Morocco, has just emerged
from illegality and can ill afford an actual war.
It lacks experienced cadres, espécially in the
more backward strata of the populatiom, and
could lose some influence to religious fanatics
and to Stalinist elements.

Yet there are also factors which are likely to
defeat the colonialist plan and to push the gov-

ernment toward applying a “Tunisian policy.”
Ome of them is the pressure of liberal and radi-
cal opinion internationally, particularly from
the Asian and Arab peoples. The importance of
strengthening this pressure in the days to come
need not be stressed here. Another factor is that
the government cannot either afford another
large-scale colonial war. To wage such a war, it
would have to mobilize large sections of the
French population, and it would face serious
resistance if it attempted to do so. Military op-
erations over a period of time would also cause
a massive exodus of the European population
from North Africa, especially among the farm-
ers; this would weaken the coldnialist claims
and disorganize the economy of the countries
involved. Lastly, the nationalist movement is no
longer what it was in 1945. Especially in Al-
geria, it is better organized, and it has assimi-
lated the lessons of the French resistance move-
ment and of the Indochinese war. It is support-
ed by practically the entire population: the
French army is going te have fo face not an
unorganized crowd, as in 1945, or rebellious
tribesmen, but a revolutionary people in arms.

At this time, the outcome is still hanging in
the balance. Much will depend on whether the
French labor movement will realize in time
what another colonial war would mean in social
and political terms, and will initiate a general
political struggle, joining its own demands to
those of the North African nationalist organi-
zations.

{Continued from page 7)
man Reich.” True, the Slavie mhnlntant.s of the last
two provinees did not enjoy the same “economic and
social rights” with the residents of those areas who
belonged to the “master race” (none of them had any
political rights). We wonder what the Times had to
say about that “administrative’” arrangement.

The final paragraph, however, takes the cake. First,
order must be restored, and the French, thank God, are
doing it. “After the bloodletting of the weekend, both
Moroceco and Algem should be reconciled to a p-erlod
of relative peace..

The Berbers, it wuuld appear, should be satisfied
after the massacres they performed in a number of
French settlements. The French, we infer, should be
content with the ten-for-one (or whatever the actual
pmportlon may be) massacres they have perpetrated
in retaliation. Just how the punitive expeditions of
several French divisions plus the atrocities committed
by the French-armed and protected gangsters are sup-
posed to “reconcile” Moroceco and Algeria to a period
of relative peace, only t.he genteel imperialists of the
Times can guess,

The editorial in the Tinmes quoted above was followed
by another one on August 30, hailing the proposals
worked out by the French cabinet, The editorial con-
cludes:

“New problems will be created, for Moroeco is a
baclkward and feudal nation, and the French residents
have properties and rights and a civilizing mission in
Moroeco that cannot all be left to the uncertainties of
Moroccan nationalism.”

No comment needed.

: ®

The Liberal as Imperialist

Following right on the heels of the Times comes Max
Lerner, columnist for the liberal New York Post. Since
the editors of this paper have not yet seen fit to write
an editorial on the Moroecan events, Lermer’s column
(August £8) must be taken as more or less represent-
ing their point of view,

After a brief but gruesome deseription of the mas-
sacre at Oued-Zem, Lerner writes:

“The savagery of it is like pothing else in the eon-
temporary world except perhaps in the fighting be-
tween the Mau Mau and the British. The French re-
prizals, we may be sure, were ruthless. After that will
come other Morocean massacres, followed by other re-

prisals.”

“American opinion leans pretty heavily toward the
Morocean side and against the French. . . . I have little
sympathy with the easy baiting of the Frerlch They
have behaved stupidly, but their prltIOl‘l ‘in Morocco is
little different from the -British in Malaya. The only
difference is that the French are slower than the British
to learn the terrible lesson of colonial history....

“The French are learning too slowly and too late.
But I wonder how miuch it would help world peace and

- humanity if the French really got out and if Moroceo

were left to the struggle between the moderate nation-
alist leaders and the fanatics who organized the epi-
sode at Oued Zem.

“I think the moral of the week-end massacres is that
nationalism by itself is never so sacred as to justify
sustained barbarism, and it is never enough. Onece it
iz lopsed it takes the greatest diseipline to keep it from
going berserk. The nationalist leaders of Moroeco need

US. Press Shows Colors — —

time to learn, and they need the practice of consider-
able self-government before they do. This is even truer
of the more untamed tribesmen of Algeria.

* “But if American leadership and opinion are to play
a role, surely we should exert as much pressure to re-
strain the barbarism of the Moroccans and the Al-
gerians as to build fires under the French,”

There you have it. Americans should “exert as much
pressure to restrain the barbarism of Moroccans and
Algerians as to build fires under the French.” That is
the impartial liberal view, which looks above the bloody
strife to the true interests of humanity. How is “Amer-
ican leadership and opinion” te “restrain the barbar-
ism"” of the Morocean and Algerian struggle for inde-
pendence against the French, whose only erime is not
that they oppress these countries.under the heel of
colonial rule, but that they “behave stupidly” and
“learn too little and too late?” Lerner gives us the key
in the closing paragraph of his article. “Instead of
committing ourselves to one side or the other our task
is to support the more moderate Morocean and Algerian
nationalist leaders and the more liberal Frenchmen,
and to put pressure on the fanaties in both camps.”

Of course, there is a slight-difficulty in this: the
more as well as the less moderate Moroccan and Al-
gerian nationalist leaders are mostly in jail or exile,
No French government, of any hue, has proposed to
give the nationalists what they want in Algeria and
Morocco: autonomy leading to independence in the near
futore. Once Lerner has rejected this idea, as he ap-
pears to in his “1 wonder how much it would help . . .
if the French really got out . . .” paragraph, he is
hardly likely to be considered *impartial” by even the
most moderate fighters for Morocean and Algerian
independence.

It is all double-talk, and imperialist, white suprema-
cist double-talk at that. The truth of the matter is
gimply this. The sands of French rule in North Africa
are running out, ‘As they run, they turn blood-red not
because of some general French “stupidity,” but be-
cause the colonialist section of the French capitalist
clags hasz too much power to make an “enlightened”
liberation of North Africa possible, Of course, social-
ists are for the rise of enlightened socialist and demo-
cratic opinion in France to the point at which the im-
perialists could be erushed politically, and an amicable
agreement between equals be reached with the national-
ist leaders of the North African peoples on the termi-
nation of French rule in North Afriea and the future
relations between this area and France.

Az André Giacometti points out at the end of his
article, much will depend on the reaction of the French
labor movement to the crisis in North Africa. If the
French workers rise to their historic responsibilities,
they should receive the full support of “American
leadership and opinion,” to use Lerner’s phrase. But
this would not be support for “more liberal French-
men,” but Amevican backing of Frenchmen who sup-
port the North African struggle for freedom,

In the meantime, French imperialism is reaping the
fruit of the “barbarism” they have maintained and
fostered among the Berber tribes, and the hatred it
has earned for. itself among the rest of the population.
In the cireumstances, there can be' no doubt about
where the sympathy and support of every soeialist, and
every consistent democrat should lie, That is with the
demand of the nationalists of Algeria and Morocco for
self-rule, for full democratic rights, and with the strug-
gle the French have forced on them to win this demand.
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