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In Memoriam
Albert Einstein is dead and again all

mankind is shorter by a head. We honor
him not only as a_great scientist, but as

a wholehearted socialist;” a courageous.

fighter for civil liberties, a man who was
personally even prouder of his mtegrlty
as a non-conformist than of his scien-
tific- achievements.-

On the one hand he urged defiance of
the governmental authorities engaged in
Wltchhunting, on the other hand he
hated being waited on even -at table; he

would  not serve and he would not, be

served; he wanted no lord over him and
no serf underfoot. His mind roved fur-
ther into the universe than any before

him, and his. interests touched every-.

thing human i life and polities. In phil-
osophy ‘he”stands out
parative Hand¥ul of modern theorctical
physicists who had not capitulated be-
fore some form of obscurantism, his un-
derstanding of the scientific method re-
maining essentially naturalistic or ma-
terialist, though he continued to refer
sometimes to a concept which he called
God. In every field of political and social
lifee—no matter how one may disagree
with this or that view of his—his pas-
sion for justice and hatred of oppression
made him a fearless spokesman for the
causes he believed in, however unpopular
they might be. He was a great man, and

we all feel prouder as socialists just to -

know that he was; like us and in his own
way, a fighter for socialism too.

. e
Polio, Profits, and . - -
- Vladimir Hyitch Salk

:Some footnotes on a great vietbry.over

disease:

that people have realized that the Salk .

vaccine, in short supply, is in the dis-
{Turn to last page)

8 “one of 4 comi=”

Gloom in Waslrmgton

By GORDON HASKELL

Moscow Plays Its Austrian-Treaty Card —

eace’ Finesse in Vienna:
and Bonn

Softball Pitcher |-

The Russian government has struck a. heavy blow in its campalgn
against the rearmament of West Germany. The blow took the form of
an agreement with the government of Austria to end the occupation
of that country and grant it independence on terms ‘which, it appears,
will have to be accepted by the United States and its allies in the cold war.

Although all details of the agreement are not yet known, its general

outlines seem to be clear enough.
The Russians agree to withdraw
their occupation forces upon for-
mal conclusion of a treaty between
Austria and all the occupying pow-
ers. They will give up the indus-

tries .seized from Austria at the end of:

World ‘War II in exchange for heavy

- reparation 'payments i kmd from tliese

industries.

In_return for its independence, Austria
will have to pledge itself not to join any
military olliances, nor to permit other
countries_to have military bases on her
territory. The "Russians propose that the
neutral status of Austria be guaranteed

‘by all the present occupying powers.

The prospect of an end to the ten-year
occupation, of their country by foreign
troops is of the greatest significance to
the Austrian people. Although the “neu-
trality” provision of the treaty robs the
Austrian government of one of the at-
tributes of true national sovereignty—
the right to. decide its own foreign pol-
icy, ineluding military alliances, without

dictation -from foreigners—the " govern-

ment and the people have little choice
but to accept it as one of the penalties

-

of being a small and weak nation caught .

in. the crossfire of imperialist interests.

1mposed by foreigners, it may also turn ’

out that the proviso will be formulated
so as to exclude international tie-ups
other than joining any war camp._

But over and beyond its significance
for the Austrians, it is clear that the

Russian Stalinists have made this move

at this .particular -moment chiefly with a
view. ‘to. its effect on their world-wide

campaign for “peaceful coexistence” in
general, and its impact on the question’

of the rearmament of Western Germany
in particular. )

The reaction of Washington and its
West European allies to the announcement
of the result of the Austro-Russian nego-
tiations is evidence enough for this. For
years these governments have claimed
that Russian refusal to meet their terms
for an Austrian freaty has been a large
source of cold-war friction. But instead
of greeting the latest d‘eveloﬁmenfs with
joy. or at least gratification, their reac-
tions have ranged from glum silence to
gloomy mumbles about possible Russian
trickery.

ADENAUER SHAKES

The darkest gloom of all has emanated -

from Adenauer’s chancellery at Bonn.

- And well it might. Adenauer knows that

The “neutrality’” proviso must be con- -

sidered an imperialist infringement on

- Austrian swerelgnty even though it is
(1) .1t is with a visible sense of shock .

our own view, and that of many if not .

most Austrians, that the country should
indeed stay out of either war bloc. In
addition to the fact that this policy is

what - the German- people want much

more than rearmament. and incorpora--

tion in the North Atlantic Treaty. Or-
ganization .is the unification of their
country and an end to its occupation.
His major opponents, the Secial-Demo-
cratic Party of Germany (SPD), have

May Day 1955: Courage and Perseverance!

The working class of the world has ‘scored no- great

 triumphs during the past year. None of its sections:has
engaged in the kind of dramatic struggles which electnfy
, the political atmosphere, and remind both its enemies and
-its ewn- many-omllwned ranks of the.vital, explosive politi-
_cal energzes which are an inextinguishable fumction of its
. role in modern society.

Despite the absence of dramatic struggles, this year has
not been lacking in developments of the greatest significance
to the labor and socialist movements, and hence to the fate
of all humanity.

» In Germany, the Social-Democrats and trade unions have
broken the uneasy social and political peace with the ruling
class, and have engaged in militant struggles on the eco-
nomic and political field which embraced and activated
large. masses for the first time since Hitler crushed the
labor movement in the '30s. -

In England the development of u distinct left wing in

the Labor Party has created a political atmosphere favor-
able to the work and ideas of the consistent, revolutionary

- Third- Camyp partisens in that movement.
And here, even in these United States, the prospect of «

united labor movemfent creates mew possibilities for the
mogt advanced sections of the working class to increase
their influence in the movement as a whole. The prospect
of some of the most extensive trade-union struggles since
World War 11 lie immediately ahead.

May Doy should not be o time for ritualistic phrases,
but for a sober assessment of the condition in which the
labor and socialist movements find themselves, and the pros-
pects which lie before them. In a world torn by the greatest

imperialist struggle of all time, and threatened with the

cotastrophe of nuclear warfare, there can be no question but
that it is these movements, and only they, which contain
in themselves the biightest hope for the human race.

- Therefore, courage and. perseverance in the struggle!

Greetings to- all fighters for socialist democracy!

| ASIA: |
Nationalism and Socialism

BANDUNG: SYMBOL OF THE CHANGE
ASIA'S SOCIALISTS EYE EUROPE’S SDs
THE PARTY STRUGGLE IN INDIA
CRISIS FLARES IN INDIA'S SP
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With a Change of Pace |

maintained throughout the struggle over
the Paris Agreements that the inclusion
of West Germany in NATO will end the

" possibility of unification, and have urged -

instead a policy of demanding that the .-
occupying powers negotiate the unifica- .
tion of the country.

The developments with regard to Aus- =

tria.now give the SPD program the addi-
tional weight of a living example at then-
own doorstep of the unification of a’
country which was divided by the same 'Z
occupying. powers who dominate. Ger-
many. There can be no question about .

the added popular appeal of their pro- . .

grams- - as contrasted with that of .
Adenauer. - 7
That is Just what the Russians mtend-
ed.-There is no propaganda like propa-
ganda of the deed. The American gov-.
ernment which has been ecalling for just °
such “deeds,” and the Adenauer govern- -
ment which has been living in mortal *
fear of them, will find that the Russian"
Stalinists have once more seized the po-

litical initiative in Europe as a result of

their mllmgness to take one step back-

ward in Austria. B
While the SPD's ccmpaign against West

German rearmament as a part of- NATO

will be helped by this move, there is no

reason to believe that Russian willingness
to get out of Austria implies their will-
ingness to get out of East Germany.

In the first place, the neutralization of
Austria is politically possible because of -
the smallness and weakness of -the coun-
try. Austria is not essential to either
camp in the cold war precisely because -
she could not be a decisive or even very
important factor in a shooting war. '

Germany’s situation,is altogether-dif- :
ferent, Although the Russians have been

{Turn to last page)
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| AUTO WORKERS

‘,ny JACK WILSON

DETROIT Apr “17—1In contrast to the quiet, serious and almost cordial
atmosphere in which the United .Auto Workers (CIO) is now negotiat-
ing with General Motors and Ford on the issue of a form of guaranteed
-annual wage, the public press is dominated by acrimonious debate and
v1ru1ent charges on this same question.

Pick up Time, Newsweek, Atlantic Monthlz , Business Week or the

‘trade journals, and one can always
gﬂnd articles warning about the per-
‘nicious effects of the UAW demand
‘for -a GAW; it will bring (a) so-
cialism, or (b) economic disaster,
and (¢) it is utopian, unrealistic
and pos1t1vely subversive.

; Interestmg]y enough, the Big Three
of auto have not been saylnGr S0 person-
nally Their apologists in the universi-
tles, their flunkey spokesmen in various
trade associations, and their professional
union—the National Association of Man-
ufacturers—all shriek and shout and
wail against the UAW program. But the
Big Three are different. In fact, to read
the nation-wide GM advertisement, this
corporation has been more aggressive in
the past in getting things for the work-
ers than the UAW.

" MWhy the sensitivity elsewhere? And in
‘this connection the real impact of the
UAW demand becomes clear. The main
iheme of all opponenl's criticism of the
GAW proposal is simply this: Amencun
capitalism can't operate in any way %o
provnde a guaranteed living wage for the
worlung people, and therefore the UAW
ougll‘l- to know better than to raise the
question.

As socialists, we can only agree 100
per cent with the critics of a nation-wide
GAW plan that capitalism can’t really
provide the working class with a decent
guaranteed annual wage, though of
course for us this is no argument against
the GAW but rather an indictment of
capltallsm The textile workers, fighting
agalns‘t a_10-cent wage-cut proposal to
lower their already ‘miserable $1.35 cents
7 @an hour, are a case in point. The refusal

of jthe Eisenhower administration to put
a skimpy 90-cents-an-hour minimum-pay
‘Jaw onto the books of Congress is further
testlmony on this point.
Pogsing this basic class problem is the
: greal} service that the UAW is doing by
its demand on the auto Big Three for a
GAW plan for its employees. In this lies
the social slgmﬁcance of the UAW con-
tract negotiations in the year 1955

FOOLPROOF PLAN
B ’_ The cruel facts of life about the role

and functioning of American capitalism

as a whole are being exposed by this
issue, as it is now being debated every-
where. Nor are the journalists and pro-
feéssors—who do have a form of guaran-
téed annual wage themselves — doing
their reputation any good with the kind
of arguments they use against the
UAW’s program.

"What becomes especially painful is the
realxzatlon by these gentlemen that, hor-
;ror of horrors, the UAW is going to win
.some kind of GAW this year!

... For Walter Reuther and his associates
'h:av,e -worked up a foolproof plan that
wdll work easily in the auto industry, the
- pichest profitmaker in America.
i Put in barest form, the idea of the
VUAW is this: They want the Big Three
- 40  put aside a sum of money, perhaps
amountmg to 10 cents per hour per man,
|(which, by the way, would be in lieu of
a ‘wage raise) and make this sum a spe-
cial unemployment contingent reserve.
When this fund is built up in 1955-56,
the UAW eXpects the companies to pay
a supplement to the unemployment com-
pensatfon which workers get, whenever
they are laid off. In this way, the auto
Workers covered would get close to their
ordmary take-home pay, when they are

MAY DAY GREETINGS
FROM THE NEW
CLEVELAND AREA YSL

'»’D;.o_n'f let the world.
go to heli—
.~ Join the YSL!

laid off during model changeover and
other temporary shutdowns.

The plan would operate along the gen-
eral lines that the UAW pension pro-
gram now functions. By limiting the lia-
bility of the GAW fund to any given ex-
isting amount, the UAW takes care of
the argument that such a plan would
bankrupt industry. Since the Big Three
are going to make fabulous profits this
year, they aren't in a position to argue
that they can’t -afford to build up such
a fund. .

Faced competition—

with intense

.4 W Wage Demaml Opens Pandora’s Box

Chrysler’s Plymouth threatens to take -

third place from Buick; Ford and Chev-
rolet are neck to neck for first place—
none of the Big Three can afford to make
a fight “on principle” against the UAW
proposal for a GAW for this particular
industry. Every known factor in the sit-
uation favors the UAW, and the auto
companies know it.

Nor iz it easy to gang up on the UAW.
The UAW can. extend its present con-
tract at GM, for example, and shut down
Ford; and, then Ford slips down in one
month from No. 2 big company in the
auto. industry to No. 3, with Chrysler
"climbing up. Ford’s particular vulnera-

* bility has made it No. 1 target for the

TUAW,

NOTHING SETTLED

Little wonder, then, that in Detroit a
victory for the UAW seems inevitable,
and the auto companies are fighting es-
sentially to limit the size of the package,

rather than take on the union'in a dlrect
clash. )

But nothing will be settled by a UAW
victory, for Waliter Reuther has opened a
veritable. Pandora’s box with his GAW
idea. What happens to the complacency
of other union leaders? What happens to
the increasing unrest that will take place
in lesser -industries, like texitlle, where
even now the UAW wage scale of $2 an
hour must seem like rich man's pay to the
vast bulk of the working people who are
so grossly underpaid?

And in the UAW itself, the rush to
put automation into effect before the
UAW wins its GAW 1is creating a per-
manent group of young unemployed
workers, who can scarcely be expected
to remain a “locked-out generation,” as
only seniority . employees get the full
benefit of the GAW plan.

In recognition of this, the UAW al- )

ready has proclaimed that it can only
sign two-year contracts because the next
vital fight must be for a 30-hour week
and higher pay in 1957!

Thus a whole new and different period
of struggles and developments lies ahead
for the union movement. And the central
point of issues will be the auto industry
contracts in 1955 and subsequently.

Bevanites and Right-Wingers Look Ahead ——

The BLP Fight and the Coming Elections

By OWEN ROBERTS

LONDON, Apr. 13—Now that the echoes of the explosions have died
away and the dust has settled over the wreckage it"is possible to survey
the scene of the latest battle within the Labor Party. A rollcall indicates
that the right wing undoubtedly suffered more casualtles, and that it is
they who were first to raise the white flag.

It must be understood, however, that the white flag does not mean

that the right wing have uncondi-
tionally surrendered. They have
merely taken advantage of a tacti-
cal withdrawal in order to lick
their wounds and regroup their

forces. While the over-all picture is.

one which gives great encouragement to
the Left, it leaves little grounds for
complacency.

Contrary to the opmlons expressed by
the bourgeois press in Britain, the recent
struggle has’ not been one of rival per-
sonalities fighting for individual posi-
tions of power within the Labor Party.
The right wmg, urged .by the leadership
of the right-wing trade unions, had un-
doubtedly decided that the time had ar-
rived when an attempt should be made to
silence the Labor left.

The first step in this direction had to
be the silencing or isolation of Aneurin
Bevan; until this was done there could
be no large-scale offensive against the
left in general. So when Bevan presented

‘the opportunity during the Parliamen-

tary debate on the H-bomb they put the
first stage of their plan into operation.

For the right wing it has now become
o matter of some urgency to silence the
left. The approach of a general election,
which it is now rumored will take place on
May 26 [this date is now official—Ed.],
has placed the Labor right wing in the fol-
lowing position.

-If the Labor Party wins and takes
office, it will do so with a very strong
and vocal left force constantly applying

. pressure for the Labor government to

move further over to the left. This situ-
ation, as can be well imagined, would be
intolerable to the more extreme elements
of the right wing, who have no desire to
bé forced over to the left and to have to
operate policies which would bring them
into violent conflict with theé bourgeoisie.

DIM OUTLOOK

This situation, should it arise, would
be even more difficult for the right wing
in view of the developing economic crisis.
With the terms of trade turning. against
Britain, the gold and dollar reserves are
already beginning to drain away.. Any

.government holding office in Britain dur-

ing the latter part of this year will thus
be faced with the necessity of taking
measures to counteract this. Which
means either applying orthodox bour-
geois solutions or else being quite ruth-
less with the capitalist class and intro-
ducing socialist measures. The right
wing would be in favor of the former
while the left would all the time be press-
ing for the adoption of the latter.

Thus if the right wing can silence and
shatter the left wing now, before the
election, it will be making life easier for
itself in the future.

It is not, however, altogether certain
that the Labor Party will in fact emerge

#he victor in the forthcoming election. In

- of peaceful coexistence;
Robert.  Edwards, .

fact, to be quite honest, the contrary ap-
pears most likely at this time. The opinion
is widely held in the Labor Party that a
defeat is likely in the election and that
the Tory party will emerge with an even
greater majority in the House of Com-
mons. This opinion, while frequently
voiced in private by members of the Labor
Party, is not so very often given- public
expression, primarily for tactical reasons,

= Thus; if a defeat does: ‘emerge from
the election, the right wing is anxious
to have a scapegoat ready to present at
the inevitable post-mortem. What could
be a better one than Aneurin Bevan and
the left wing? The whole blame for the
“defeat could be laid at the feet of the left,
who would be accused of disrupting the
party and creating a lack of confidence
in the party by the electorate.

For the past two years prominent
members of the right wing have repeat-
edly said that the left was doing just
this, thereby leaving no doubts concern-
ing their intentions to throw the whole
blame for an electoral defeat onto the
left and thus dispense with any exami-
nation of more fundamental causes, such
as the lack of a pbsmve alternative
policy.

IN BEVAN CAMP

The Bevanites are, of course, rejoicing

in their recent defeat of the right-wing.

attempts to ax Bevan. But one cannot help
but feel that a little of their energy should
be used for the purpose of taking the
opportunity to thrash out some construc-
tive policies to put before the party.

The current line of the Bevanites, as
expressed in Tribune, .is to call for an
offensive against the Tories based on “a
new drive for socialism at home” and “an
assault on the dithering inadequacy of
Sir Anthony Eden’s diplomacy abroad.”
Tribune does not expand on what it en-
visages as the new drive for socialism at
home but it does enlarge on what it con-
siders is the “greatest task which the
British Labor movement ever had to
undertake

This consists of. demandmg negotia-
tions now.to end the cold war, to break
down the Iron Curtain and to “work pa-
tiently and imaginatively for a genuine
peace.” This demand for four-power ne-
gotiations has been the dominant theme
of Tribune and the Bevanites for some
time and the one upon which they base
their whole approach to foreign affairs.

It may be remembered that, as report-
ed in previous articles to LA, there was
much confusion in the Bevanite camp
concerning the H-bomb. Bevan himself
agreed with its manufacture by Britain
but it had certain reservations concern-
ing its use; Crossman agreed to its man-
ufacture as a possible means of strength-
ening Britain’s position within NATO
and the use of NATO as an instrument
and finally,

-editor .. of . Tribune, .

stated that he was definitely against the
manufacture of the H-bomb by Britain—
although, because of his confusion on
foreign policy, he was forced to confess
that he was being quite “illogical” about
it.

For a while it seemed that at last the
Bevanites were going to develop a theo-
retical discussion which, while starting
around the H-bomb, would eventually en-
compass the whole field of foreign af-
fairs.
now seem likely to reach fullfillment and
there has been little or no further dis-

Alas, these expectations do not

cussion of the matter—at least in the

“columns of the left-wing press.

There was, however, one exiremely in-
teresting contribution made by John Free-
man, a Bevanite MP who resigned a junior
government position ‘when Bevan left the
Labor cabinet. Writing in the New;States-
man and Nation .on March 12, Freemcn
makes one of the most serious aﬂempis
to come to grips with the problem of for-
eign affairs which has come from a lead-
ing Bevanite for some time. His conclu-
sions are not ail that a Third Camp So-
cialist would demand; they still display
fuzzy neutralism; but they are a welcome
sign.

A STEP BY FREEMAN

Freeman states that he finds unaceept-
able, “on political as well as strategic
grounds ” the statement by Crossman
that Britain should remain a member of
NATO. Freeman considers that the task
is to secure American participation in
talks with Russia for the unification of
Germany which—if successful—would
reduce tension in Europe and reduce the
danger of war. But he realizes that this
would not end all the problems (even if
it worked), so he explores further prob-
lems and comes to the conclusion that
Britain could chose a position similar to
that of India’s without the “abdicatioti”
of responsibility.

Thus Freeman has been able to break
out of the artificial limits with which
the Bevanites have hitherto surrounded
themselves. He has thereby presented a
wide new field of possibilities for discus-
sion. Freeman’s final point in his article
is also a very welcome orne; he states that
if an effective non-Communist left wing
is to survive within the Labor Party it
must now accept the responsibility of
synthesizing its varying views and
agreeing on a coherent (and collective)
answer.

This is the impotant task of the left
at this moment of time and it is a wel-
come sign that at last someone in the

Bevanite leadership has recognized the -

fact. For too long the Bevanites have
failed to face up to their résponsibiilty
to thrash out a common and agreed pol-
icy for the left of British labor, a poligy

which can be posed as an alternative to

that of the right-wing leadership
The Third Camp forces in Britain
have long advocated such a step and have

-consistently pointed out that Bevanism — --—---

will remain as merely a vague rebéllion
against something, instead of a positive
alternative to something, for so long" as
the leadmg Bevanites are content to rub
along in an empirical fashion. The Third
Camp has pointed out also. that any pol-
icy on foreign affairs must face realistic-
ally things as they are, not as some lel-
blwms wish they were; - - P
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Bondung Is Symbo

Of the Great Change

By BERNARD CRAMER

-

By the second day of the Afro Asian Conference at Bandung (Indo-

nesia), as this is written, “nothing important has happened.” Yet the
conference is big news, indeed historic. What this means, of course, is
that the imortance of Bandung lies not in what it may do but in the
fact that it is. The big news has already happened.

The big news: represented by
taken place in the colonial world
since World War 1I, its tearing it-
self away from the ties of capitalist
imperialism. It’s clear how fresh
that news is!

Now for the first time the ex-
colonial slaves of the white mas-
ters band formally together in some or-
ganized separate form, apart from the
white world of the imperialists. ‘And the
latter look on with apprehension and some
dismay, like the defeated slavers of the
old South under Reconsiruction as the
Negro freed men met to set up govern-
ment,

The hate that they exuded in a couple.

of centuries of exploitation they expect
to see in the deliberations of thé confer-
ence. Hence the open fears of anti-white
chauvinism, ete.; for these guilty fears
about the Asions™ chauvinism are the
reverse-side-of-the-coin of the white im-
perialists’ chauvinism.

Formally the Bandung conference is a
regional UN, roughly like the Pan-
American Conferences. But the region is
such as inevitably to give the conference
a political cast, especially since all the

white-dominated governments (Russia- .

in-Asia, Israel, South Africa) have been
excluded. These three ‘“white” govern-
ments are also governments which have
no “ex-colonial” consciousness. It is this
“ex-colonial” consciousness which gives
the conference make-up its flavor.

True, there is present also a group of
stooges of the U. S. war camp, as well
~ as a couple of members in good standing
of the Stalinist war camp .(China,
North Viétham). These do not share the
same fear of colonialism as pervades the
Asian and African people because they
are the creatures of colonialism. When
the Iraqis get up to denounce “commu-
nism” with oily tongue, the assemblage
knows full well who pays for the oil;
though, to be sure, the Iragis also got
in a lick on their own account by brack-
eting Israel with the devil, after having
succeeded in barring Israel from its indi-
cated place in the conference by joint
blackmail of the Arab states.

But the majority tone at the conference
is being given by the Colombo powers
who organized the conference—so called
after the five states (India, Pakistan, Cey-
fon, Burma, Indonesia) that first orgun-
ized at the Colombo conference That tone
is not pro-Stalinist but "neutralist.” The
Bandung conference shows quite well how

ISL FUND DRIVE

Time to Sound

By ALBERT GATES
Fund Drive Director

This is the danger point in the drive.
Contributions received this week totaled
only $680, which raised the over-all mark
to $7407.25 or 73.7 per cent. -

it was a week in which only five clhes
did "anything at all to make a showing.
That means that thirteen areas sent noth-
ing in, and explains why we are dragging
at this point and still have to raise $2600
to achieve our goal.’

Detroit, Chicago and Los Angeles are
now within striking distance of 100 per
cent and can very possibly do it within
the next week.

New York, too, is in a good position-
to finish its campaign strongly. Reading
and Pittsburgh can do 1t easily too, with
a little push.

But further down the list, a lot more
work is needed. That is where the drag
is, as you can easily see by glancing at.
the box score.

Newark, which did so. outstandmgly in
last year’s drive, is way down «at the
bottom of the list at this point. So .is
Buffalo- and Philadelphia. And these
cities have quotas which if .reached can
change the. standings considerably and
make it easy to go over the top.

The next two weeks will-tell the story.

Bandung is the news of what has

this type of neutralism can be used to ad-
vantage by the Stalinists. Insofar as the
Asians lack any concept of a revolution-
ary opposition to both war camps, this
type must play into the hands of the Stal-
inists, however unwillingly. o
Burma has been the best example of
this. The Burmese government is led by
socialists who think of themselves as
standing outside both blocs, ‘even using

the term Third Camp. Yet Premier U Nu -

is willing to sign a joint manifesto with
Chou proclaiming five points for the
guidance of foreign policy, filled with
the rights of self-determination, peace
and other good things. On other occa-
sions U Nu and his party has not been
behindhand in statements that they
know full well the demagogy and cymc-
ism of the Stalinists’ protestations in fa-

vor of democracy, freedom and peace.-

Yet U Nu signs his name to a valuable
piece of propaganda which presents the
Chinese Stalinists as guardians of the
same values which he holds himself.
Chou comes to Bandung with this behind
him as a great victory. '

PUNISHMENT

If this plays into the hands of the
Stalinists, as it does, it is the punish-
ment which history has visited on the
other war camp for its crimes, past and
present. What Asian would have any
respect for Burma if it signed such a
joint statement with the men who, up
to yesterday, were the white oppressors?
Yet even those who themselves know the
caliber of the Stalinists are not equally
outraged when Burma signs with Chou.
For the crimes of the latter have not
(yet) been impressed upon the backs of
the people, and therefore on their minds,
with the whiplashes of a couple of cen-
turies.

And at Bandung the seemmg alterna-
tive to this kind of politics is represented
by the U. S. stooges, and an unpalatable
alternative it is. These, like Iran or Iraq
or the Philippines, do not “play into” the
hands .of the old imperialists; they “feed
out” of them.

In this sense, in the absence of a gen-
uine socialist independent line from. any
of the participants, including the social-
_ist participants, it is the very setup
which gives the Stalinists the opportun-
ity to make hay. But this setup was not
engineered by.the Stalinists; it was de-
termined by the European exploiters
themselves.
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YOU, DEAR READER

are in this too. The ISL Fund
Drive needs your dollars. Send a
contribution in now, even a small
one, if that’s all your poverty can
afford. Make checks payable -to
Albert Gates. :

‘By MAX MARTIN

Recent discussions between leaders of
the Asian Socialist Conference and the
“Socialist International, over the question
of fusing the two organizations into a
unified international organization, focus
attention once again on the progressive
development in the international social-
ist movement represented by the rise of
‘mass socialist parties in Asia and their
creation of the Asian Soc1a11st Confer-
ence.

It was on the call of the A51an Social-
ist’ Conference that International Free-
dom Day for dependent, colonial and en-
slaved peoples was observed throughout
the world last year.

Julius Braunthal, secretary of the So-
cialist International and its fraternal dele-
gate to the meeting in Tokyo in November
1954 of the Bureau of the Asian Socialist
Parties, proposed to the socialists of Asia

the unification of the two bodies. The Bu-

reau referred the matter to the -confer-
ence of the Asian parties scheduled to be
held in November of this year. Preliminary
reaction of Asian socialists so far has
been lukewarm, to say the least.

The grawth of socialist parties in Asia
on a mass scale is a phenomenon of the
post-war years, one which occurred in
intimate association with the revolution-
ary struggles of the Asian nations for
their national independence. The recent,
and in some cases still continuing, con-
nection: of these parties with revolution-
ary national movements, together with
the absence of an “aristocracy of labor”
and the general extreme poverty of the
masses in the colonial countries which
result from their economic backwardness
daccounts for the greater militancy and
more progressive politics to be found in
the parties of Asian socialism as com-
pared with the petty-bourgeois leader-
ships of the European social-democratic
parties.

Only two of these organizations, the
‘Mapai of Israel and the Japanese Social-
Democratic Party, joined the Socialist
International. These; together with seven
other Asian socialist parties who had
remained aloof from European social-
demecracy, headed by those of India and
Burma, met in Rangoon in January 1953
to create a center for Asian socialists,
in order to strengthen mutual relations
and to coordinate their political athtudes
and policies.

COMMON TENDENCY

While making it clear that they were
not establishing a -rival international,
and after making the customary bows in
the direction of the idea of fraternal re-
lations with all socialist parties in gen-
eral and the Socialist International in
particular, they nevertheless clearly in-
dicated that certain distinctive wiews
made necessary their separate organiza-
tion on a regional basis, and proceeded
to found the Asian Socialist Conference.

Not that the Asian parties are politi-
cally - homogeneous, either taken sepa-
rately or together. The Mapai and the
Social-Democratic Party (Right) of
Japan (the Japanese SPD split in 1952
and reunification talks are row going
on) are conciliatory toward American
imperialism. In the Indian Socijalist
Party, the Japanese Social-Demiocrats
(Left) and others there can be found
elements which are pro-Stalinist or have
illusions about Stalinism.

However, the Asian parties are bound
together by a tommon basic tendency in
the direction of an anti-imperialist, anti-
capitalist, and also anti-Stalinist interna-
fional orientation. They are influenced by
neutralism of the Nehru variety as «
"solution" to the cold war, this being one
of their less laudable features. Above all
they are hostile to capitalist imperialism,
colonialism and racialism, and are deter-
mined to struggle for their abolition.

The Asian socialist leaders gave abun-
dant evidence of the paramount place of
this consideration for them in their re-

action to Braunthal’s proposal at the

Tokyo meeting of the Bureau and in the
exchanges which have taken place since
then. They assure the Socialist Interna-
tional that they favor continuing the co-
_operation between the two bodies .and
that they look forward to eventual uni-
fication. But such a unity, they point
out, must be based ‘on a . considerable
period of joint work and “on an inte-
grated approach to the problems of free-
dom, povery and totalitarian Commu-
nism” and cannot be created artificially.

After .the Tokyo meetmg,.Braunthal
raised. the questxon publicly in an -article;

s

Asian Socialists Keep
‘Europeans at Arm’s Length

“The Need for A Universal Interna-

.tional,” which appeared in the bulletin

of the Second International. His artiele
radiated sentiments of internationalism
as-the motivation for -unification, with=

.out once mentioning the daily betrayals

of internationalism which the European

-social-democracies perpetrate in relation

to the colonies of “‘their” countries. He

.“recognized” the need for an Asian so-

cialist center, but suggested its function=
ing as a department of a united mter-
national. .

Madhav Gokhale, Joint Secreicry of. fhe
Asian Socialist Conference, replied in its
bulletin, Socialist Asia. After scqu that
the issue of the desirability of unity is no#

.in dispute, but rather that the queshon
of its basis creatés the snag, Gokhule

points out that they differ considerably
over ‘'the problem of colonialism and free-
dom “for the dependent peoples, ‘their
ideas on socialist action for pecce ‘and
their views on world reconstruction.” =

He writes: “the Socialist International
is primarily concerned with Soviet 1mpe-
rialism.” The Asian Socialists on the
other hand are “primarily concerned
with Western colonialism, while not un-
mindful of the dangers of Communism.”™

This question represents the majox
line of division between the Asian and
European SPs. It is responsible for the
non-affiliation of seven out of the nine
Asian parties to the Socialist Interna-

tional and their emphasis on the need for

an Asian regional socialist center apart
from, rather than as part of the mter~
national social-democracy.

'UNANSWERABLE CHARGE . " '

Braunthal’s reply to Gokhale consist«
ed of statements to the effect that there
was room for all kinds of views in the.
international and that a reconciliation

‘of divergent views could best take place

in a unified body. The indignation which

~this will arouse among militant Asian

socialists who are anti-imperialist can
be best imagined after reading two- very,
restrained paragraphs from an article on:

‘this question by one’ of the delegates tol
-the Tokyo Bureau meeting ~which ap—

peared in Socialist Asia:

"On the other hand, why should it have
been necessary to disgppoint the Asian
Socialist Conference when it appealed to
the Socialist International urging it to

‘send a telegram to the United Nations

General Assembly merely to express its
hope for a speedy solution of the probs
lems of Morocco, Tunisia and Wesk
Guinea? No proper reply came from I.on-
don on that occasion.

“The greatest difficulty lies in the fun-
damental difference between the origin
and character of the Asian Socialist
movements and those of the Western
countries, and the most acute obstacle ig
the Asian parties’ lack of confidence in
the socialist consistency of some of tha
European patries in view of theéir and
their countries’ record of colonial ‘ad-
ministration.” ‘ T

The restraint of the writer of the
above words is clearly a superhumati
feat. But in their own mild, conciliation-~
ist way they express the feelings off
Asian socialist militants, and thereby of
all that is healthy and progressive in
Asian Socialism, as does also, for that
matter, the over-all reluctance of the
Asians to enter into a unity with that

social-demoeracy of Europe whlch is the :

Socialist International. T
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"LABOR ACTION

;Negro Candldates and Jim Crow

To the Editor:
Permit me to take issue, since the edi-

- .tor hasn’t, with the views expressed by

Scott Arden on certain race questlons in
- rgcent . issues of LA. In. the issue of

‘! March 28, Arden deplores the plan to re-

duce Chicago’s city council from 50 to 35
" members, with 25 to be elected from

~‘wards and ten at large, on the ground

that this will reduce Negro representa-

tion on the Council.
It will also, he fails to mention, reduce

"the representation of the West Side

-wards known 'to bé controlled by the un-
- derworld ‘syndicate, and it is designed to
-accomplish-that objective. These wards
happen to be populated by Italians, but
‘this is only an incidental fact. Although

..-zfew Negroes..are likely to be among the

~ten alderman at large, this reform is not

sdireeted -against them. It will dlso reduce

“sthe.representation of all -groups habitu-

"_,(at‘edw‘to voting as national-or racial blocs.

:Voting .for or against-anyone for na-
txonalrty or racial reasons are both

iequally:reactionary. This is' the -root
-strength’ of ‘the worst corruption in big
- eity ‘political machines. How any radical

ean-take the position that people should

-~ he represeuted along racial or national

~lines in a city couneil is something I can-

‘not”’ comprehend It flies in the face of
-everything we try to teach about the

- class nature of society, and the obyious
“truth that class divisions cross all’ “boun-

)larres of race and nationality.

It is a resurrection of the long-dis-
credited attempt of American Stalinism
‘to -create a_'Negro nationalism in the
“United States. It is akin to the reaction-
ary efforts of the Stalinists to elect union
-officials along similar lines, which all
radical groups correctly branded as
sheer demagogy. Arden’s views read ex-
actly like the “Negro repubhc chauvin-
jsm which was advanced in the Stalinist
press by John Pepper and James Allen
over twenty years ago. It was spawned
from Stalin’s attempt to artificially
graft onto the United States, where they
were not applicable, the views of himself
and his predecessors on the mnational
.question in the Soviet Union. It was
.thoroughly opportunist and unscientific
from. the start.

Does Comrade Arden recognize that

" the spread of Negroes into white neigh-

_ borhoods might also reduce Negro repre-

sentation? Does he therefore urge reten-
‘tion of the ghetto, as some Negroes have,
‘for political and business reasons? Negro
rights will not be advanced by bloc vot-
ing, but by inter-racial solidarity, along
class lines.

. In the issue of March 14, Arden took.

the position that it was incorrect to
‘attack Rep. William A. Dawson of Chi-
.cago, because that was equivalent to em-
:pbracing anti-Negro chauvinism. This re-
minds me of the late thirties, when Stal-
.inoid liberals held that one could not
‘eriticize the Stalinists, no matter how
base they were, because this constituted
4red-baiting,” and put one in the same
class. as Martin Dies and Col. MecCor-
.mick. The left rejected such a line of

-reasoning, by which Stalinists alone, of-

-all political tendencies, were exempted

. from criticism. The same logic applies

here.

" The fact is that Dawson does no credit
‘to the Negro people. His attendance rec-
ord in the house is the worst of any
“member -of the Illinois delegation. He
~grows wealthy from the policy rackets,
and- from -slum housing, through which
he squeezes blood out of his own people.
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A few principled, though not radical,
Negro leaders, such as Archibald Carey,
have the courage to attack Dawson. They
realize that he is nothing but a cheap
opportunist and tool of the local Demo-
cratic machine.-

If we are obliged to hold our fire in
the face' of the obvious harm this man
does his people, for fear of being consid-
ered race-baiters, we might as well get
out of politics QOur job is to enlighten,
not follow in the wake of ignorance and
darkness.

Finally, on a different matter, I should

‘ike to’‘take isstie with the editor. A few

weeks ago, there was some discussion in

LA on civil liberties for fasecists, in

which the editor declared in a note that
it had been “for many years” the policy

of LA that fascists were entitled to civil .

G. L. K. Smith by any means: I-know this

. is'no longer your policy, and you deserve
“-¢redit for ‘tHe -¢hangé, but there is no
.need-to ‘reinterpret the past, in the style

of Big Brother. .
In conclusion, I think' LABOR--ACTION

‘is- the best left-wmg paper pubhshed in
’the Umted States today.

* Victor HOWARD

“Chicago, March 80. -~

§ REPLY |

Two Mis‘undersfa-ndings

Comrade Howard’s letter ascribes to
me two opinions neither of which I hold
-and neither of “which. I expressed in
LABOR ACTION.

(1) I did not take the posmon that it
was incorrect to attack Dawson, or Daw-
son’s crookedness. If I had, then How-
ard’s remarks would be relevant.

What I reported was a particular at-
tack on Dawson—namely, Kennelly’s at-
tempt to win support on an anti-Negro
basis by using the vulnerable Dawson as
his main campaign issue. Now we, as
socialists, will expose Dawson, but in a
different way, in- ¢ different context and
for different reasons. Kennelly’s anti-
Dawsonism is 7reactionary in terms of
purpose and effect and therefore his at-
tack is one which socialists must de-
nounce rather than support.

To help Comrade Howard to see my
point (even if he disagrees with it): It
‘is as if a political faker or reactionary
were to denounce racketeering and cor-
ruption in unions in order to appeal to
anti-labor sentiments. We too are
against racketeering and corruption in
the unions, but not on the same basis or
for the same reasons; and not only do we
distinguish: our .criticisms from his, we
denounce his-attack for what it is, as re-
aetionary. That is, in analyzing cases of
this’ kind, we must take into considera-
tion: who is making what attack, why he
is deing so, and what the effects will be.

-Kennelly, to return to the specific case,
was using the Dawson corruption prob-
lem to appeal to anti-Negro sentiment.
So, at least, I reported. Perhaps Comrade

‘Howard disagrees with this analysis of
‘Kennelly (not Dawson),

but that is
something’ quite different from what he
discusses in his letter.

(2) T do not believe in voting “for na-
tionality or raecial reasons” and I am not
for the notion that ‘“people should be
represented along racial or national lines
in a city council.” Again Comrade How-

ard makes the error of oversimplifying:

the question.

If the opinion which I briefly ex-
pressed in the March 28 issue was un-
clear, then T am grateful to Comrade
Howard for giving me the opportunity to
clarify my views, though 1 believe that
if he will carefully reread the article in
question he will find that he is swinging
wild when he characterizes my viewpoint
as “exactly like” that of the Stalinist
Negro-republic line.

The problem I discussed was not the
easy one of whether one should vote for

"a Negro simply because he is a Negro.

The answer to that would be no. I was
reporting a proposed electoral reorgani-
zation in Chicago which would restrict
the opportunity of the city’s Negro pop-
ulation to express their desires. And so [
wrote, “it’s this writer’s opinion that we
should recognize the legitimacy “of the
struggle, of the Negroe community to
make its voice heard in its own woy.’ I
also referred to “the right of the Negio
communitv to representation if it so de-
sires.” (Italics added now.)

What I had in mind .was the type of
distinction, well known to socialists. be-
tween (a) what we propose as socialists,
and (b) the »ight of an oppressed group
to defend their -interests in the way they

- liberties. This is-not-so. A few years ago -
‘the paper was -all ih favor of silencing-

By A GIACOMETTI.

PARIS, Apr. 14—Since . the end of -
March elections are being held in the
Italiah factories to decide which unions
are to represent 'the workers in the fac-

tory councils. -

" The unions in the field are, in decreas-
ing order of importance: the CGIL with
a Stalinist and PSI leadership; -the
Catholic-led CISL and the" social-demo-
cratic and republican UIL. The two lat-
ter are much weaker than their French
counterparts CFTC and FO, and their
class-collaborationist oriehtation is con-

-sequently stronger. For the sake of coim-

pleteness, let us also mention the fascist
CISNAL and the anarchist USI (Unione
‘Sindacale Italiana), both without impor-
tance on the national level,

As was widely reported m‘ the press,

‘the elections at the important FIAT -auto
‘and "aircraft' works in Turin showed a
‘significant shift of allegiance from the
"CGIL to the unions of right and center.

Whereas last'year’s elections produced an
absolute majority for the CGIL, (CGIL
130 seats; CISL 45 sedts; UIL 13" seats.),
this year’s distribution: shows above all
a victory of the Catholic union: CGIL

-50 seats; CISL 93 seats; UIL 40 seats.

This “shift was conﬁrmed a few, days
lateér by a similar defeat of the: ‘CGIL in

‘the Werner works in Bologna.

This collapse of the CGIL-is the dra-
matic outcome of a steady decline in
strength. In the FIAT works, one of its
traditional strongholds, it has fallen
from 69.4 per cent in 1951 to 65 per cent
in 1952, 64.4 per cent in 1953, 63.2 per
cent in 1954, and 38 per cent this year.

' CP RESPONSIBLE

The Stalinist explanation for this de-
cline has been the anti-labor repression
(or "fascist ferror,” according to
L'Unita) which the administration of the
FIAT works exerted throughout the last
year and especially on the eve of the
election, However, the brutality of the
FIAT administration cannot account alone
for the collapse of the strongest and most
militant union in the place: the reasons
must be sought above all in the policies of
its leadership.

Under the title “Lessons of the FIAT
Elections,” the Cucchi-Magnani indepen-

" dent

CP Hold on Labor Weakening |

socialist . Risorgimento - Soczahsta,
writes the following:

“What has been feared for a long tlme )

has finally occurred: the united front of
the workers affiliated to-the mest: repre-
sentative union has suddenly caved in, at

a critical time politically and in a place-
_ where it seemed most solid and best pre-

pared for the struggle....It would be
entirely useless to hide the importance of
the defeat: it will have repercussions in
the working class .throughont the coun-
try and it will not fail to make itself felt
in future.political developments, To try

“to minimize the ‘stampede to the right’
‘of an imposing number: of votes in the
“citadel of the Italian proletariat does not
solve any- problems.. On the contrary,.any

smokescreens. can only favor the exten-

sion of this ommous pheénomenon to the .
'political level.”

After, descnbmg the methods of re-

.pressmn used by the. FIAT administra-

tron, and .analyzing. the. role they played
in mﬂuencmg the vote, the -article. goes
on to say:.,

“All thxs has mﬂuenced the electrons
to the factory:counmeils. to a significant

degree: -but to deny or to kéep silence .
around other profound :reasens:. of dig- .

content, as -the CP dees, reasons which

'._have decisively influenced the choice of"
Turin workers, would be to. close ones

eyes to reality. - .
“For some time now, the independent
socialists, while advising the workers- to

stay-in the united federation, have called
upon them to undertake a struggle from .

within against -a leadership which per-
sists in identifying the CGIL with the
CP, and its aims and tactics with the
aims and tactics of the Cominformist
party. The Italian working class is now
drawing up the balance sheet of the mis-
takes committed by the CP and by the
trade-unionists tied to its cart since
1945. If solidity and confidence are
draining from the major organizations
of the working class, the main responsi-
bility lies with those who, after promis-

ing for years a revolution imported on

the top of foreign bayonets, are today
incapable of finding, within the limits of
their subjection to Soviet foreign policy,
an aim for trade-union :action: which
would enable the parties of the workine
class to assume effectively its defense.”

think best, however mistakenly in our

opinion, and however we may attempt to
turn their struggle into more fruitful
channels,

In the Chicago case, as in similar situ-
ations, I believe that the Negro popula-
tion should not be artificially deprived,
by gerrymander or any other electoral
maneuver, of the possibility of electing
Negroes to the City Council. To many

‘Negroes anxidus to struggle against Jim

Crow, the election of Negroes to the
council represents a method of carrying
on this struggle. And so it is, to a degree

‘—though not in our socialist view the

best method.

Here Comrade Howard makes the mis-
take of tossing the Negro aspiration for
representation into the same bag with
all other cases of “national or race vot-
ing.” He is mistaken, because behind the
widespread desire of American Negroes
for Negro councilmen, congressmen, etec.,
stands a real political issue, not merely
a national or racial one: this political
issue is the fight against Jim Crow. If a
political machine nominates a Riley, Ro-
senthal or Romano to cajole the Irish,
Jewish or TItalian vote, that cannot be
equated with the Negro’s justified desire
to see men in the government who, he
thinks, will be reliable on the question of
Jim Crow. »

Now we socialists work to convince
Negroes that such reliable men must be
chosen not by the color of their skin but
by their politics, and we push the neces-
gity of an alliance of Negro and white
workers in a labor party, in the struggle
for socialism, ete. But here’s the point:
until we do convince them, or while -try-
ing, we must be utterly opposed to any
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device which would artificially predeter-
mine the issue by administrative means,
that is, which would restrict the Negro’s
opportunity to practise his own inade-
quate way of putting anti-Jim-Crow men

in office (inadequate because it overesti-

mates the reliability of skin-color as an
index to anti-Jim-Crow militancy, not to
speak of its unrellablllty as. an mdex on
any other progressive 1ssues)

This is what I think is involved in the
proposed Chicago election “reform.” Per-
haps Comrade Howard disagrees with
me on this analysis, but again it is some-
thing quite different from what he dis-
cusses. It is certainly not a problem that
can be resolved simply by general prin-
ciples about national or raeial voting.

Finally, let me make the point that

‘underlines much-of the above: One must.
-avoid the notion that if one rejects Stal-

inist or Garveyite Negro nationalism,
the only other alternative is the old Debs
approach—which virtually refused to
recognize that the Negro problem was a
special field of struggle which could not
be met merely by treating Negroes as a
part of the general working class, whose
special problems would be solved when
those of the whole working class were
solved. Both approaches, the Stalinist
and the old-Debsian, kill socialist eﬁ'ec-
tiveness. In opposite ways.

Scott ARDEN

Re Howard on civil liberties for fas-
cists: Our press has put ferward our
present position since 1945 (see NI for
Dec.). Howard should especially read
LA for July 14, 1952, which specifically
discussed the change in policy which so-
cialists, including the SP and ourselves,
have taken since the ’30s; there have
been a number of other articles in LA
on the general subject, especially since

1949. In view of this we will accept Com- -

rade Howard’s apologies by return mail,

for his hasty reference to Big Brother. -

"Re “silencing G. L. K. Smith by any
means”: no, we oppose legal restrictions
on his free speech. We were- and remain
in favor of organizing mass-pickéting of
fascist rallies wherever a:counter-dem-
onstration is indicated, but for purposes
of demonstration, not to “silence” any-
one. Our articles on this subject have dis-
cussed .this very important. difference
specifically.—Ed. : : R

’ %

R




April 25, 1955

Edited and Published by the YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE

FIVE CENTS

May Day .

May Day. 1955 sees the world in a
‘state over which socialists can find little
‘to rejoice. The threat of World War HI
"hovers over mankind as the two camps
‘of . imperialist reaction strive to polarize
‘the ~world more thoroughly, as ‘they
‘strive to bring more peoples and nations

“under their reactionary sway. There is, .

to be sure, a slight let-up in the cold
war, but the basic tendency remains in
‘full force,  without.a full-fledged move-
ment of the peoples of the world in op-
posnwn to- Stalinism:and capltahsm. .

‘Here in the- ‘United States™ the bleak

treud toward gray conformity continues -

‘to blanket. the- iration; althetigh a slight

‘slowdown ‘of the “witehhunt has mani-

‘fested itself in recent months. Students
‘continue to feel ifs deadening effects on
their campuses and are confronted also
‘by the -possibility of being .subjected to
"UMT, whose introduction into America
Jlooms as a realistic threat for the first
time. in the country’s history. And the
economic situation in the country, de-
spite its apparent health, shows con-
stant portents of a possible breakdown,
which would take its toll among young
workers as well as the working class.
Despite the gloomy picture there is no
reason for socialists to despair. For
everywhere there is evidence of the de-
sire of masses of people to break out of
the squeeze which humanity is in. The
struggles of the peoples of Asia and Af-
rica for their independence, the unceas-
ing and ever-recurring fight of the prole-
tariat against the conditions of its exist-
ence, even. the resistance of students to

the attacks. on Academic Freedoni: these -

are some of the roads which lead to the
‘emancipation of mankind.

It is to the deepening and widening
and lengthening of these roads that all
revolutionary socialists and the young
socialists of the YSL, dedicate them-
selves on this May Day.

d U. OF CHICAGO

| Cold-War Debate Hits Campus

By DEBBIE MEIER

Politics has erupted at the University of Chlca.go—-unfortunately
in a manner not altogether conducive to the advancement of a cxvﬂ-

libertarian and principled defense of democracy.

‘This spring the' so-called left-wing, libertarian, campus political
party, the Student Representative Party (SRP), is making its major

view. At stake are the elections to
the National Student Association.

The key issues are iwo: student ex-
change with Russia, and a special scholar-
ship. fund for refugees from iron Curtain
countries’ (known as the Kucheman Bill),
What is perfinent and revealing is not so
much the particular conclusions of these
two groups on these two key issues, but
rather their line of reasoning.

Briefly stated, SRP’s line of reasoning
goes like this: Student exchange with
Russia is important because of the cold
war and the necessity for coexistence. A
major cause of the cold war is misunder-
standing between Russia and the United
States; this- would be eased by such an
exchange of students. Any proposal to
give special attention and funds to stu-

.dents who have escaped from the Rus-

sian or satellite countries will make such
an exchange program with -Russia more
difficult. Besides, given the imminent vis-

‘it of a group of Russian “student” edi-

tors to this country and this campus,
such an act will appear as an insult to
them.

Some subsxdlary arguments raised by
SRP are interesting to note in passing

UNIV OF CALIF. LOS ANGELES

Autlmrltarmmsm Marches On at UCLA

- By JACK WALKER

. . N 5

In.an accidentally disclosed bit of “internal correspondence,” the
Dean of Students of the University of California in Los Angeles, Milton
Hahn, disclosed his plans to extend university jurisdiction to all off-
campus groups that use the “university name and/or facilities.”

- - . Specifically this would permit the UCLA administration to veto
any speaker at the YWCA, fraternities, the Collegiate Council for the

United Nations, and the University
‘Housing Cooperative Association,
‘whenever the dean fears he might
“damage UCLA from inside.”

An inter-racial fraternity, Beta

Sigma Tau, and the United Nations

group were singled out as "questionable
organizations.” This fraternity protested
against such a classification, and received
the crushing reply that it had not been
attacked since this attack was supposed
fo remain "internal correspondence.’” One
might still ask; so what? Why single out
the group even in "internal correspon-
dence™? :

Two student co-ops were also singled
out—Robison Hall and Landfair Co-op—
as possible “troublemakers,” according
to the Daily Californian on April 11, and
the Observer, April 6.

The Assistant Dean of Students,
Byron Atkinson, defended his chief’s
policy by claiming that it would not have
an impotrant effe¢t on UCLA policy, and
also that he further intended to obtain
“a consistent policy for all campuses of
the university (i.e., Berkeley, ete.).”

‘Temporarily the Berkeley Dedn of Stu-
dents, H. E. Stone—the long-time whip in
curbing student democracy from before
the 1949 ocath fight to today—has denied
any intent to push for such a measure on
. the Berkeley campus. However, both he
- and Chancellor Clack Kerr at Berkeley
have' dedmed fo take any prmclpled

stand against such a procedure, which
would be of great importance in helping
to defeat the measure at UCLA.

It has been argued by some people that
Kerr cannot criticize his colleagues at
UCLA despite his own opinions, but this
kind of stand vitiates the liberal halo
that has been constructed around him.
Such a criticism need not be aimed di-
rectly at the UCLA administration, but
‘only at the general merits or demerits of
the proposition as. it might apply to the
northern Division of the University of
California. To recognize this failure of
Kerr does not mean that one denies the
comparative liberalness of the man, since
he has not yet moved to take over the
Daily Cal at UC or to introduce such a
measure as the dean’s at UCLA.

However, it is equally fallacious to de-
ny the possibility of the eventual imposi-
tion of such a measure at Cal if it is
successfully carried at UCLA. (As a
matter of fact UCLA Chancellor -Ray-
mond Allen—former president of the
University of Washington when it fired
its admitted Stalinists several years ago
against faculty recommendations-— has
not spoken out- te endorse his dean’s
move, and it' might not carry.) In the
words of the “As I See It” column of
YSL organizer Charles Sham (Daily
Cal, Apr. 13):

“It was only a few years ago on this
campus (U. C.) that rule #17 was_‘ex-
tended’ to bar.a- debate being -held on

.campaign issue one that no cwll-hbertarlan can support And the-'more
-eonservative Independent Students
- League has been able to make use
‘of this. issue".to put forth some
clear-cut and excellently stated-op- -
;posmon to. the reactionary SRP

:Says one major candldabe: “To set up: a
-special- fund for ‘those who have denied -

their countries is to render student ex-
change with the people of these counmes

.meaningless.”

Seldom has a statement with so. ‘many
vicious lies appeared. Those escaping
from Stalinist totalitarianism are. not
therefore per se “denying” their coun-
tries, but rather they are denying any

support to the present undemocratic tyr-
annous regimes and ruling classes. Sec-

ondly, no student exchange program. be-

tween the U. S. and Russia is really an

exchange “with the people of these coun-
tries” but rather, most obviously in the
case 6f Russia, an exchange between the
official representatives of the two social
systems—eapitalism and Stalinism.
Says another vigorous “civil liber-
tarian” about the Kucheman Bill:
“World power lines are too definitely
drawn for this fragmentary aid to the

unfortunate vietims of the cold war. to

be appreciably helpful or important.”
While the maker of this argument

shows more awareness of the political

realities- of the world, his lack of devo-

tion to principle is even more callous.

Helpless victims are only to be aided
when such an act will be “appreciably
helpful or important” in lessening world
tension.

Amusingly enough, he proceeds to

campus on the 1951 British e]ectxons,
because one of the speakers was Max
Shachtman, national chairman of the In-
dependent Soc1ahst League.

“The ‘reason’ given was that the ISL
was on the personally devised and never
legally substantiated ‘Attorney General’s
List 'of Subversive Organizations’ aimed

_specifically at government emplayment,

“At- that time a great protest was
raised at Cal, leading to the- Young Re-
.publicans and . Young Democrats spon-
soring the debate at Barrington.Hall (a
student co-op). ASUC President Dick

Clarke had opposed this ‘extension’; and-

even the OOZE chapter- of SCUM (So-
ciety for the Conservation of University
Morality) opposed this treatment of the
‘anti-Commie’ speaker Max Shachtman.”

At the time of the Shachtman case,
which drove the "'big game’ with Stanford
off the first-page headlines, it was Dean
Stone who violated his own Rule 17 in de-
nying a debate between two opposing

speakers, mcnufccfnrinq an ad hoc regu-.

lation to bar persons in "subverslve or-
ganizations."

While the YSL does not concur with
the OOZE chapter of SCUM’s recom-
mendation that the dean be “sent back
to Moscow” for opposing the ‘anti-
Commie’ speaker Shachtman, it must
still. express its serious doubt of the
forebearance of such an administrator
in w1thholdmg the UCLA-type ‘“exten-
sion” of Rule 17, once it had been in-
‘stalled in the southern division of the
U. of C.

We look to the students at UCLA to
make their voices heard in the matter,
and would urge all student orgamzatxons
in the university community in Berkeley
and Los Ang‘eles to speak out together
in opposing this reactionary move of
Dean Hahn’s. We should hear of their
efforts in'a future issue of the Challenge.

‘ argue that “World commumcatlon lmes,
however, are not so definitely- drawn that
we should slamr shut the. door:of intel-
“lectual understanding in- the -faces of
-the Soviet universities. NSA’s: adoptwn
.of this scholarship plan Woul& do- Just

«that.”

For the sake of brevity, let: us _assume

that the propenents of the SRE. pos:tmn B

.are really as *maive and uninformed .ds

they.appear tobe. Certainly an edueation - '

/-:on. the, realities: of pohtxcs would ‘there- =~

fore be badly needed. It is. amazing: te

hear. mtzlhg&nt aniversity students ar- .

‘guing that warld tension is-caused by
‘misunderstanding and wars eaused by
insults., But such najveté is not a crlme,
just a tragedy.

- What is a crime, in a moral sense, is.
the callousness of thls whole line of rea-
soning. For the meat of the argument is
a complete denial of the principles upon

which any kind of decent program can

be built. ]

It is the same as the argument uséd by
the most vicious apologists for American
foreign policy, and unfortunately the same

as the argument used by some of the bet-

ter-meaning liberal apologists. It is simi-
lar to the argument that we cannot pro-
test French colonial policy in Tunisia or
Morocco, or British brutality in Kenya or
Cyprus, or' American brutality in Guata-
-‘mala, because it would weaken the West-
ern alliance, etc., efc. The position of SRP
is merely the other side of the coin: it
stems from the same kind -of hypocritical
and amoral political thinking.

IMMORAL EXCUSE L

If the members of SRP feél that those
students who have escaped from Eastern
Europe should be invited to the univer-
sity, then they should state so. That
stating so “insults” the Russian editors
should not concern them. It should rath-
£r only teach them something about the
nature of these Russian “students.” For
democracy itself is an insult to them,
and our concern is not to placate such
hypoerites.

‘The apologists for the cold war have
used foreign policy as an excuse for their
own type of immoral and undemocratic
.proposals for a long time. Now we. see
how equally capable the apologists for
“coexistenice” are of - the same tactics.
:Surely we are not going to gain. peace
and justice by placating totalitarianism
or totalitarians—either here in the U. Ss,
in Spain, or in Russm. .

For this reasan the Andersonuamend-

.ment to the Kucheman bill, which would

have expanded the program to .refugees
from other totalitarian countries, was a
very worthy one. And it is good to hear
that SRP favored it-and interesting to
note that the Independent Students
League, the more conservative group,
opposed it.

Yet SRP has never publicly made an
issue of this, mnever denounéed - the
Kucheman bill because it did not go far
enough! Only a careful reading of the”
details of the Student Goverhnient meet-
ing brings this fact to light.. And, by. the
way, on the basis of SRP’s line of rea-
soning we cannot see how they could
have favored the Anderson amendment
either. Would it make the Russian edi-
‘tors happier to be put in the same class’
with Franco Spain, or Peron’s Argen-

tina, or Chiang’s Formosa? And are not |

the refugees from these countries “deny-
ing their countries” and such drivel?
Unfortunately this kind of thinking
has been part and parcel of SRP for a
long time and was reflected in their ar-
guments on student exchange.

not? But to be for it only if it lessens:

‘international tensien in some speeified. .

way is either stupid or disgraceful.
Perhaps it would have such a-result,

perhaps it would not. Would SRP oppose .
student exchange 'if it meant that Rus- "

sian students who came here left more
{Turn to last page} =~ . - :

Surely "
everyone not paralyzed in his thinking .
appatatus favors student exchange. Why -

N
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PARTY STRUGGLE:

Socialism, Stalinism, and Congress
In the Andhra Election Battle

By TORCUATO DI TELLA

; Andhra, one of the largest states in Indla, with a population of
over 20 million, has been the scene of the most erucial mid-term elec-
tions held in the country since mdependence.

Andhra had ecome into existence only in 1953, as a separate llnguls-_

jtlc state, carved out of the composite Madras state. In the Assembly, the

Communist Party came to have the same strength as Nehru's Congress

‘Party. Other lesser groupings were
‘the Krishikar Lokh (KLP)- and
,.?Pra]a parties, with a good follow-
ing among the peasantry The So-
‘cialist Party .and miany indepen-
«dents completed the picture. =
; The Congress Party was able to set up
& ministry. with the help of a fluctuating
coalition of minor parties and indepen-
dents. When the coalition broke down on
-a minor point, it became necessary- to
face the electorate again, in February

' iof this year.

.The whole nation turned its attention
to the fight, which was a showdown be-
tween Congress and its biggest and best
organized opposltlon, the CP. Tremen-
dous resources in money and men were
mobilized by the main contestants.
Andhra was the most CP-influenced- of
all Indian states, and the government
was determined to eliminate this pocket
of unrest. A CP victory would have
jneant a terrible blow to the Congress
government. :

The results were a victory for the

United Congress Front, which included -

the KLP and Praja parties, and got 146
seats. The CP remained far behind with
15 seats. The Praja-Socialist Party (its
mname after a merger with a sector of
the Praja Party) took 13 seats Indepen-
dents got 20 seats. :

But the interesting feature is that the
CP increased its popular vote from 23 per
cent to. 31 per cent of the electerate.
What kind of defeat is this, them, where
the defeated party increases, almost by
half again, ‘the number of its supporters?
‘Still, it certainly has been a defeat for
+he CP in terms of power and of its capa-

‘city to attack the stability of the Con-

gress government.

TYPICAL PICTURE

The defeat was brought about by a
conservative concentration of forces, a
“united front” of. the different sections
of the bourgeoisie and upper strata of
-peasants, The KLP and.Praja Parties,
‘representing the better-off peasantry,
joined with the Congress in the united
front. This is not only significant from
‘an electoral point of view.

It means an all-around consolidation
of the bourgeois front, under the influ-
-eénce of a sharpened class struggle. In
.the previous elections in 1952*, the KLP
and Praja Parties successfully led great
‘sections of fthe landed peasantry, who
‘had gripes against the Congress Party.
‘A good sector of these peasants even
joined with the CP and provided much
of the CP’s.cadre and leadership.

Thus we had the typical picture which
many maintain is potentially present in
-every Asiatic country: a frustrated land-
¢d peasantry becoming radical and even
revolutionary, turning against the capi-
-talists of the cities and the big feudal
landlords. Under such conditions, the

. support for " leftist movements comes

mainly from the countryside, and not
from the cities and urban proletariat, as
in the West. That pattern seems to have
developed in China, where the capitalist
system, weakened by forelgn wars
(Japan) and by the remains of feudal-

“{sm' (war lords), couldn’t obtain the sup-

port of the landed rural masses.

*’;[‘he results of the All-India general
elections in 1952 were as follows:

otal Seats
Vote—% Won—%

Congress Party 45.0 44

Socialists 10.5 24

Communist Party 5.1 5.3

Praja and 'KLP o 7.3 2.2
‘Others (Indep. and / b

religious) - 32.1 15.7

The CP got fewer votes than the Secial-
ists, but more seats because more concen-
trated. They also had a bettér organization
and ‘are now the main opposition party in.
the country. The KLP and. Praja Parties
have concentrated. strength, mainly. in
Andhra and Mysore. The Socialist Party
Yater merged” with atsector of' thé Praja;.
forming the: PraJa Socialist Party

g The author of this article is P

‘South American socialist now liv-
ing in India.—Ed.
™ L
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India shows_ an important difference
from China: having been under British
rule for such a long time, it became bet-
ter integrated with the world capitalist
system, and developed since an early

‘date a strong centralized administration

and bureaucracy and a well-functioning
communications system, which were nec-
essary to exploit the country more me-

‘thodically. The power of blind feudalism

was destroyed to a much greater extent
in India than in China.
China had been a battleground for dif-

ferent predatory foreign imperialisms,

who were never able to control the coun-
try completely and establish the material
basis for bourgeois society. The Nation-
‘alist government in China could never
effectively subdue the feudal war lords.
But in India the central government has
been successful in overcoming their pow-
er, completely absorbing the princely
states. Hyderabad, thé only one that re-
sisted, was quickly defeated through a
“police action” in 1949. The {feudal
princes were converted into capitalists,
joining the Indian nationalist govern-
ment.

It is interesting to notice that the only
CP attempt at open revolt occurred in
Telangana, a part of Hyderabad state, in

" connection with the trouble created be-

tween the local ruler (Nizam) and the
central government. At that time many
of the landed peasants joined in the re-
volt, as they had been exploited- by the
feudal lords since time immemorial. The
chaotic situation which developed during
the “police action” allowed the CP to or-

' ganize strong armed units. To the peas-

ants the CP seemed to offer a plausible
alternative to feudal domination.

The Telangana revolt was put down af-
ter two years; but the seeds of discontent
remained there. And we must remember
that Telangana borders on Andhra and
has the same language.

CLASS LINEUP CHANGES

In the general election of 1952, Hyder-
abad and Andhra turned out to be two
of the main strongholds of the CP. The
CP had the support of the landless labor-
ers and the untouchables, but they were
led by the usnal sectors of the urban in-

" telligentsia, plus a considerable number
‘of the richer peasants.

On the other
hand, many other rich and middle peas-
ants supported the KLP and Praja Par-
tie, at that time strongly in opposition.
The rest of the rural and urban middle
classes gave their support to the Con-
gress Party, like the great capitalists
and landlords. The urban proletariat
was divided between the Socialists and
the CP. The. Socialists controlled the
working-class forces of such centers as
Bombay, and also got some peasant sup-
port.

By the time the recent Andhra elec-
tion was held, three very important
years had passed The . economy - was
strengthened by the investment pro-
grams of the Five Year Plan, the first
of Tts kind in India. The rural communi-
ties were helped by the Community
Projects Administration, which tries to
improve farming metlods, health and -
educational facilities in the villages.

Even though both fell short of the real
needs of an underdeveloped country, still
they were successful enough to bring
some prosperity to the upper strata. For
example, one common and documented
criticism' against the Commupity Proj-
ects is that they have been mainly to the
advantage of the richer peasants. From -
a democrati¢ and socialist point of view,
this is a shortcoming, but from a. power
point of view it gave good results. Also
the effects of: the: Korean war. boom,, with
its high- pnces for- Indian raw materials,

started to be felt throughout the econ-
omy.

In this sense we can say that the Con-
gress Party scored a success. Slowly it
rallied around itself the various sectors
of bourgeois society and the richer peas-
antry. Its program of investments and
economic development was well .suited to
their needs, and it compares favorably
here with any other Asian country, with
the possible exception of China.

As a result of all those causes, the CP
lost much of its landed peasant support.
They were driven by economic conditions,
and against their wishes, fo concentrate
more upon a clear class line, mainly due
to the Congress propaganda.

The question of properties versus non-
properties groups was clearer than ever
in the recent Andhra elections. The CP
did not insist on it, but its opponents
made it a main point in their appeal.
The United Front of the Congress prom-
ised a very limited land reform, which
would not affect the landed peasants,
touching only some big landowners, and
with good compensation at that.

ANDHRA POINTS AHEAD

In this sense the real political basis of
the CP this time resembled more the
Western pattern: a coalition of the poor-
er sectors of the proletariat and the ur-
ban intelligentsia. This gave them more
votes—laborers’ and untouchables’ votes
—but less power. All sectors of the land-
ed peasantry united against them, and
dealt them a heavy electoral blow. More

important in terms of power is the fact
that the. CP is rendered léss able than
before to use one faction of the village
rich -peasants against the others.

With this alignment of forces, india can
enter a period of stable capitalist devel-
opment, as long as world conditions de
not interfere, Left-wing groups will see

- their agrarian support-dwindle in signifi-

cance ond in striking power. They will
have-to concentrate among the industrial
workers in the cities, the only remaining
centers of political discontent, now about

- evenly. divided beiween the CP and. the

Socialists.

This would mean a major change in
the strategy of Indian politics, and for
the immediate future a marked decrease
in the strength of the leftist groups.

The importance of the Andhra election
lies in the fact that it points in that
direction. But it is only a trend which is
starting, and things in Asia are not so
stable as to guarantee its continuance.

Indian capitalism, in spite of its suec-
cesses, has only a narrow margin of ad-
vantage over feudal and traditional for-
ces. Any major world recession in the
next few years might break down the
whole edifice. The “Chinese pattern,” or
the “Telangana pattern,” may again set
in, with the landed peasants as a bul-
wark of revolt and discontent.

In that event the CP would be more
likely to benefit from the situation than
the present-day Socialists. The whole
training of the Praja Socialist Party
cadre makes them better fit for the pre-
vious, evolutionary course. In that case
it may become the main opposition, re-
placing the CP.

. It can happen either under the leader-
ship of its right wing, in & purely re-

- formist way; or else, under the growing

influence of its left wing, it may become
a real democratic socialist challenge to
capitalism, basing its strength on a well-
organized industrial proletariat. Only
the future can tell which of these roads
will be followed by the people of India,
as they emerge from centuries of oppres-
sion and colomahsm into a new life of
their own.

By PHILIP COBEN

The Indian Socialists (Praja Socialist
Party) have beéen thrown into a first-
class internal crisis as a result of a ma-
neuver by Nehru’s Congress Party which
succeeded in completely disorienting a
group of the SP leadership around Sec-
retary Asoka Mehta.

At its recent convention at Avadi, the
Congress Party adopted a statement in-
cluding verblage about a ‘“socialistic pat-
tern of society.” Congress and Nehru
have played coyly with socialistic
phraseology before, and the soecialist
weekly Janata responded  to the new
fakery with some excellent and vigorous
analyses of their motives for “socialistic”
talk now.

The crisis was precipitated, however,
when-Mehta appealed to the party to take
the Congress maneuver seriously and fa-
vorably, thus taking another giant step
toward the right in a course which this
section of the party leadership has been
following since 1952,

Thé initial attack by Janate pointed
out, crushingly, that the Congress reso-
lution had been presented at Avadi as
being jdentical with previous  Congress
phrases and nothing new. It had been
adopted wmanimously, in. a convention
where a large section consciously repre-
sents the dominant. capitalist elements
in the country=—indication enough of
how seriously it was meant!

The motives for the present splurge
of demagogy were detailed: the Nehru
government is giving a “socialistic”
sugarcoating to its need to drive the
people to make sacrifices such as are
represented by coming higher taxes; it
needed a political mask for purposes of
the then-coming Andhra election; it has
lamented its failure to attract idealistic
youth; and in other ways Janate made
clear that there was no mystery why
Nehru was putting the new face on,

For that matter, bourgeois organs also
made a correct; i.e., cynical, appraisal
of the Avadi statement, reassuring any
obtuse conservative who might get
scared.,

But Asoka Mehta proposed a more

favorable attitude toward Congress (in-

evitably, of . course, mvelghmg against
“negativist” attitudes, for.it is the na-
ture of capitulators to 1denf,1fy tﬁelr

A Crisis Flares in
India’s Socialist Party

capitulation with the “positive”). Mehta .

attacked ‘“over-suspicion” of Congress,
an attitude of “pooh-poohing,” etc., all
of this merely indicating that he was

proposing that the PSP adopt a role as

political tail to Congress (pushing it on
to “socialism’) rather than as a militant
opposition, a role which Mehta almost
openly admitted should be left to the
CP as its monopoly.

This Mehta orientation, which would be
guaranteed suicide for the rarty, fortu-
nately aroused a storm. A number of
hard-hitting articles in Janata pin-pointed
without much circumlocution the reasons
why Mehta meant capitulation.

WANTS. TO GIVE UP

Nobody can be expected to support a

party which doesn’t even believe in itself
as an alternative to the government, they
pomted out. Once we admit that Con-
gress is moving toward socialism, how-
ever slowly, then people will feel that at
least this Congress Party wields effective
power, and they will not go over into
opposition to a he51ta‘tmg party which
offers only timid promises of doing the
same thing better or quicker or what-
have-you.- Nobody can respect a party
whieh gets thrown- into a crisis by its
leadership as soon as the ruling party
makes a little maneuver with 1ts pro-
gram. . ..

Most indicative of Asoka Mehta’s
orientation toward abandomng an inde-
pendent role for the PSP is his argument
that, as “a clear and per51stent opposi-
tion to the party in power,” it is the CP
which “offers the point of crystallization
for the disillusioned and the discontent-
ed.” Strangely he deduces from this, not
that the PSP must vie for this role, but
that the socialists should abandon any

hope of playing such a role, i.e., abandon

any soctalist role. It amounts to accept-
ance by this party leader of one of the

most right-wing versions of right-wing’

social- democracy, in spite of Mehta’s

pretenses in the past that he was work-

ing out some kind of “Indian” socialism
of a new sort,

It will be important to see how badly
the party is shaken by this development
and whether it ean throw off’ the influ-
ences of a right. wxng Which is pnshmg’
the party to commit hara—klrl. _

/s
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is also an utterly black one—bureau-.

mtely protracted wr.

“American - imperialism aims to | -
dominate the entire world in the eco- |-

nomic-political-military sense. It in- -

tends to police and ration the world; |-

feed the world just enough to keep the
people strong enough to work, but too .-

Young Socialist League |

In Memory of
Martm Abern

cratic, militaristic, totalitarian. The |
camtalzst ‘tomorrow’ 1is either only |-
an interval between wars or an mdeﬁ 1.

weak to break the chains and reorgan- | 1
ize the world on socialist foundations. |

“American lobor must begin to- | . =

think in international terms of soli- .

workmg peoples of the world.

defeats, rises again and again, but
wiser; and moves again on its historic .
road toward social emancipation. .
“There is no peace, no cessation of , ;
struggle in this world—without the
achievement of world socialism. The

society for International Socialism.”’

by Martin Abern,

choices are as before: either the chaos |
of rival dmperialisms plunging the |- =~
world - into the Third Imperialist e
World War or the reorganization of AEE

New Intwnatzonal August 194’2 b

darity with all the oppressed and | - =

“The organization of the proletarmtv |
for its own ends takes place over all |
obstacles, The proletariat, despite all |, =me

Ll
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Peace Fmesse — —

{Continued from page 1)

- demanding German neutralization as a

condition for unification of the country,
‘they know very well that if Germany
were unified and rearmed, there would
be no way of enforcmg such neutrahty
on her.

Secondly, ‘it is clear that from the be-
ginning of the occupation of Aus’crla, the
Russians regarded their presence in that
country as “temporary.” They made no

real ‘effort to Stalinize the portion of.

the' country which they controlled. They
permltted relatively free elections in
their territory with the result that the
Austrian Stalinists were decisively and
1g'nom1mously routed at the polls. Al-
though” it appears’ that they were. taken
by surprise by this defeat, the Stalinists
do net’ Iay theniselves epen to suech “sur-
‘pnses” in situations where they are se-
rious dnd have-the power to impose their
will ‘as they did in the Russian zone of
Austma

NOT THE SAME

The Stalinist policy in East Germany
fias_been complétely different. They have

. Stalinized the whole of East German so-

ciety including the economy, the govern-
J-nenf .and the elections. East Germany has

en constructed as a Russian satellite in
'l'lle same way as Poland, Rumania or
gzechoslovakm

" The Stalinists have not been able to

thoroughly consolidate their position in

East Germany due to the popular resist-

ance they havé encountered. They realize
that the umﬁcatlon of the country, far
;from exposing it to the danger of Stal-
inization, would mean the rapid defeat
of the Stalinists in“the Eastern portxon,
“and in all probability would be the signal
for the creation of a strongly anti-Stal-
inist, Social-Democratic regime in the
‘whole country. This would place before
the eyes of the workers and peoples of
the remaining satellite countries a ter-
ribly tempting example.

., Add to the above the enormous eco-
nomic benefits the Russian Stalinists
have drawn from their robbery and ex-
ploitation of the East German economy,
and their fear of a united Germany,
either as an addition to the American
camp, or as a rallying-ground for an
independent, " socialist Western Europe,
and»it can’'be seen how powerful are the

WEST GERMANY

factors lined up against the possﬂmllty
of the Stahmbts relinquishing East Ger-
many.

Yet they need a political Jus’aﬁcatl(‘)n

for staying there. That is, they need to~

cover their real imperialist motives by
an argument which can convince masses
of people all over the world that they are
not really imperialists. This argument is
given them, free of charge and without
any strings attached by..:the govern-
ment of the United States.

For the U. S. is also determined to keep
its military power in Germany, and to
maintain the division of the country if
that is the only way it can be done. The
American efforts to expose the real mo-
tives of the Stalinist occupiers have been
totally ineffective because  this govern-
ment has no more been willing to give the
German people their democratic sover-
eign rights without strings atfached than
have been the Russians. The Russians have
been bluffing with offers of free elecﬂons
in East Germony controlled by foreign
observers to be followed or even preced-
ed’ by evacudtion of all foreign troops
from the whole country. But the American

governmenf does nof dare to call the bluff. .

The: Austman development does not
change the basic position of either im-
perialist overlord in Germany." It im-
proves the stremgth of the Russian bluff,
and hence will gain big political capital
for the. Russian Stalinists.

- (We -can ‘also expect another wave of
pro:Russian, enthusiasm to rise in the
Stalinoid :and neutralist sections of the
social-democracy in . Europe. Yesterday,
when Malenkov “the soft” fell, there was
much gloom among them. But it appears
that Khrushchev 'may be even “softer.”
We can be sure that the Austrian treaty
will be hailed as new “proof” of a bud-
ding, if not flowering, ‘“democracy’” in
the Kremlin.)

But the German Social-Democrats are

- still confronted with the need for a pol-

icy which will be effective not only in
slowing up the rearmament of West Ger-
many, -but of wunifying their country
against the will of both occupying pow-
ers. The demand for negotiations cannet
possibly do it. Only a massive campaign
against the continued occupation of their
country directed, at both camps can
ach1eve their purpose.
/

[ The Von Bomn Memorandum

""The most interesting aspect of the
Von Bonin case in Germany either failed
to make the T'imes’ dispatches or slipped
past us. This is the content of the docu~
ment for. which Bonn. fired him last
month as head of the “shadow” General
‘Staff. The following week the Hamburg

_ Spieget published the original Von Bonin
'memorarrdum which had caused the row.

"1t is an argument agamst the NATO
alhance in general, as is known, from
the standpoint of a patriotic Junker, but

. .. some of the points made are of special
e interest It starts by stating bluntly that .

Cold-War

Debate — —

i Continued-from page 5)

antl capltahst" ‘Would they oppose such
4 program if American students left
Russia . niore ‘anti-Stalinist? We.assume
tbey would.

Yet international tension would not
‘have -been lesséned, in their opinion. But
‘a”bagic aim’of student ‘exchange would
have been’' achieved: understandmg Un-.
‘derstanding . does not always inspire
friendlimess;. it can cause antagonism,

; ;ust as in the ’30s a growing understand-

‘ing of ‘Nazism furthered antagonism
(ant;l-fasctsm) abroad. - -

" ‘SRP ‘therefore must either think the

‘sbove " result impossible (and such
‘naiveté is hard to put up with) or they
favor “screening” applicants so that
such will not happen.

" Thus we have in a nutshell the results
of such a pattern of thinking. It leads,
not coincidentally, into one or another
totalitarian path. That is what happens

‘when one Begins to compromise certain

Pasic’human principles for the sake-of
mternatlonal diplomacy.

‘And it is a reaffirmation of a simple
fact: only those with a conscious Third
Camp perspective can maintain their
devotion to- these basic human principles

and at the same time put forward a pro-

gram for peace.

“in the-'present .German home political
situatioen the central conditions for cre-
ating a.high-quality army on a conscrip-
tion basis are lacking.” Such an army
would be riddled “with “unwilling ele-
ments,”. and -would - break down under -
the  first test.. “The. example of the
French army in 1940 is.a clear warning.”

He also argues that NATO remilitari-
zation  would be politically provoeative,
that it would be “regarded by the pre-
sumptive enemy as preparation for im-
mediate war.” It is doubtful whether he
believes this strong. statement; but in
any case the argument cleser to his

heart is probably his fear of the conse-

quences for Germany of NATO military
strategy as a whole.

He does not believe that the NATO ‘set-
up can defend Germany at its frontiers.
All West Germun'y to the Rhine would be
the war theater, in an atomic war. “Am |
to dsk my son to defend his Fatherland
on the Rhine?™ :

New Statesman.and Nation reports:
“The positive ideas of Von Bonin are to
forgo conscription; create a professional
army of 150,000; organize it as a de-
fensive frontier group; reinforce‘it, in
time, by a militia trained entirely for lo-
cal home defense; and make it strate-
gically independent from the rest of the
NATO faorces.”

The woblem whxeh he is trymg to
grapple with is what to do to make it
less likely that Germany will be the
world’s atomic battle arena in World
War III, as NATO envisages. If this is
true of Bonn’s No. 1 Junker, it can be
imagined how the German people feel.
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tributing hands of companies for whom -

it is a commodity like cabbages or
Chryslers. There has been an evident
change of pace in news article which
first sing lyrical paeans to the devoted
work of Dr. Salk, with nothing less than
justification, and then have to report the
real situation according to which the
vaccine will be “rationed” by the pocket-
book, except insofar as the government
steps in.
But on second thought there cannot be
- anything wrong with this picture, since
it is required by the Free Enterprise
"system,
be kept Free to avoid the evils of creep-
* ing socialismr or communism, wherefore
it. must first be made available to the
rich and allowed to trickle down to the
poor only as profits dictate or the. gov-
ernment shells out.

(2) It is heartening to learn that one

of the great Kkiller-diseases can be beat-

en; the others surely.are vulnerable to
science too. But how long will we have
to wait before the feat can be duplicated
for, say, cancer? The answer depends to
© a considerable extent on_ how much
money is- available for research. But,
like the fight against polio, the fight
against cancer, heart disease, etc. is car-
ried on by the relatively small ‘sums
“pulled out of people’s pockets by private
charity drives. The billions of dollars
that are flowing out of the public cof-
fers are going not for life but for death.
How long would cancer remain a ter-
ror if it were assaulted with the re-
sources of a Manhattan PrOJect‘7 :
The thought has been occurring even
to columnists, in a degenerate literary
formm but impeccable in political senti-
ment: .

It’s billions for bombs, not diseases,

It’s billions for guns, not oleo—

But at -least, comes the Boinb,
bejesus, ~

You won’t be in bed with polio..

Meanwhile thousands are dying of
cancer in order to make it possible for
tens of thousands of others to die some
day of atomie blast or radiation. .

(3) Getting a little further away. from

* the immiediate topic, we’d like to point, if
‘only briefly, to'the philosophic subver-
siveness of the.Salk vaccine tests. It was
pure Bolshevism in praetice. As we all
know now, these tests depended for their
effectiveness on the Big Lie. Thousands
of children and their parents and .even
the doctors who administered the shots
had to be deceived into thinking they
were injecting vaccine when they were
really injecting inactive placebos, as
.seientific controls on the groups gettmg
the real vaccine.

To be sure, the doctors will reply that
this means of thelrs, which meant lying
on a truly massive scale, was necessary
in order to achieve their end. But what .
experienced and sophisticated anti-Bol-
shévik will be fooled for a minute by this
weak rationalization? Isn’t it a notorious
Bolshevik doctrine that “the end justi-
fies the means”™ and don’t we know the
horrible results <that flow from. thls per-
nicious doctrine, with ‘the same“inevita-
bility that Stalinism flowed from Bolshe-
vism? Down with Salk and Lenin! Up

" with paralysis, both political and infan-
tile!

And now (such is life today) .we had
better hasten to add that this is not to
be construed as praise of lying but. as
dispraise of all the ignorant pundits who
erect a caricature of “Bolshevism”.
some heavy thlnkmg about “the end Jus-
tifies the means.

[
Fellow-Traveler Hook:
A Man in a Million

One of the unholiest political. combi-

nations in a long -while appeared on the

12th inst. in a full-page ad in the N. Y.
Times (and we suppose, other papers in
the country). This was a political mani-
festo by the “Committee of One Million
(Against the Admission of Communist
China to the UN),” sponsored by an in-
teresting list of VIPs.

From the manifesto it is perfectly
clear that this outfit (a- revival of the

and vaccine-manufacture must’

one recently made by Stevensen, con-
gratulating Eisenhower and Congress on
the Quemoy-Formosa resolution, though

it does not mention Quemoy or Matsu at:

all, concentrating on the necessity to de-
fend Formosa. It hails Chiang Kai-shek
as “our friendly Chinese allies” under
the title of the “Free Chinese.” .

In a manner which is amusingly simi-
lar to the way in which Stalinist front
groups paraphrase straight-CP. de-
mands, it has its own paraphrase of the
straight-China . Lobby demand for un«
leashing Chiang to “liberate” the main-
land:- “we consider the maintenance of
Formosa as a dynamic: force for the
eventual freedom of the Chinese people
a vital part of -U. 8. security against
Communist aggression.”

Well now, who signs this manifesto of
the China Lobby’s fellow travelers?

As mentioned, the most prominent
group of names are open McCarthyites
—Charles Edison, Reps. Judd, Gwinn,
O’Konski, Bentley, St. George; Senators
Dirksen, Bridges, -Goldwater, Knowland,
Mundt; a brace of the generals and ad-

mirals - who organized the McCarthyite-

“Ten Million Americans” and who seem
to have.lost about 9 million somewhere
sincey
Carthy. like Max Eastman, Eugene
Lyons, Gov. Shivers. Then there are an-
other slug of plain Republican reaction-
aries. A clear majority of the “Steering
Committee” is made up by the McCar-
thyite-GOP Far Right contingent, in-

miscellaneous admirers of Me-:

cluding the notorious Rep. Walter of re- :

cent Corsi-killing fame.

“All this is really only a build-up, dear
reader, to introducing the sprinkling of:

“liberals” (godsaveus) whose names
stand unblushing in this savory. com-
pany. Almost in Abou ben-Adem’s. posi-
tion, at the head of the “Steering Com-
mittee,” stands the name of Sen. Paul
Douglas, but since his status.as a liber-
al, or even as a “liberal,” is increasingly
tenuous, let us skip down fast to the
name of a real blown-in-the-bottle 1lib-
eral— .

That’s Prof. Sidney Hook, the only
man to come out in favor of heresy in
the title of a book (and nowhere else).
We list him as a “liberal” becalise we
understand he feels slandered when
called anything else. ]

The only “labor” name we' spot on the
list is that of Marx Lewis, of the Hat-

-ters, though some of the unknowns may -

turn out also to be blots on the fair name
of the trade-union movement. (We arem’t
counting Jay Lovestone, who is listed, as
a labor man in any sense.)

Then there are types like Sen. Ives, -
Mike Mansfield. and Margaret -
Smith, whom some think of as liberals

Javits,

for some Teason, plus Bishop Sheil, who

has been doing penance for his noted

blast at McCarthy.

We suggest to any of our student sub- .

scribers at NYU that they ask Prof.
Hook to explain why he calls- the Chiang
police-state regime

P L4

| Delayed Reaction

Both the CIO and AFL have declared .

that they will boycott the April.25 meet-
ing of the Infermational Liabor Organi-
zation’s Petroleum Industry Committee

- because it is scheduled to meet in Cara-

cas, Venezuela.

This is in protest against the con-
tinued suppression of trade-union rights,
imprisonment of trade-union leaders,
arnd military dictatorship im that satel-

" lite-of the American ¢il empire.

committee of the same name that set up-

shop two years ago) is politically a front
_ organization for the China Lobby. The
biggest group among its listed sponsors
consists of straight . MeCarthyite and
Knowland types.
Its manifesto 1nve1ghs agamst “ap-
peasement” of Peiping in terms which-
are lrkely aimed . at propoesals like the:-

This.stand by the CIO: and AFL is very
nice. It is even ungratefal to bring up
bygones, bub—

Last year when the Pan-American
Conference met at Caracas (with Dulles’
chief item of business. being the strong-
arming of Guatemala), it was Caracas
that was chosen as the site. It was little
Costa Rica that protested and refused to
attend. There were grumbles from other
quarters. There were just as many
trade-unionists in Venezuela’s jails.

. Why-didn’t the CIO and AFL raise
their voiee loud enough to be heard then,
in support of something like Costa Rica’s
stand, that is, the stand that they take
now. on a lesser occasion? Or is this an-

on Formosa the .
“Free Chinese.” We suggest this . would
be academically proper in Hook’s -class :

“ o Metaphysxcs. .o

i

other example of how our labor states- .

-man understand the straightjacketing
requirements of
‘which they mean never embarrassmg the -~

“national unity,” by

State- Department"

>
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