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We Pay Our Respects

Winston Churchill’s retirement as
prime minister has evoked the expected
sentimentality from all quarters, while
the political obituaries brim over with
fulsome laudation, His chief claim fo
fame was his leadership of Britain dur-
ing the Second World War, and, as it
happens, our special issue last week on
Yalta and the Second World War pro-
vides as fitting an epitaph for him as we
could write now.

For those who burble over with non-
sense about his love of freedom, there is
the record of his frenetic effort to hang
on to every inch of colonial territory
where British imperialism had any
slaves left. )

For those who drool with admiration
for his.stature as democratic statesman,
there is his own record in his own words
of his determination to control Greece
even at the cost of deliberate massacres
of unarmed men, women and children in
Athens,

For those who chatter about his titanic
statesmanship, there is the record of his
cynical, callous and crude deal with Stal-
in swapping Greece for East Europe—
all of the adjectives beginning with “¢”
being his own characterization of what
happened.

For those who like to remember that
he was an early opp t of app
ment of Nazism (because of its threat to
Britain), there is his proud boast that he
admired Mussolini and his public state-
ment that if he had been an ltalian he
would have been with the Fascist leader,

For those who dotingly describe him as
a man of great principle, there is the
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Resistance to Asia Policy Grows

By GORDON HASKELL

There is one virtue, and one virtue only in the position into which

the Eisenhower administration has blundered this country in the For-’

mosa Straits. By following the whole logic of its Asia policy to the point
of utter absurdity on the tiny islands of Quemoy and Matsu, it has
aroused wide sections of public opinion to an unprecedented degree of
understanding of the danger and futility of its policy, and to a begin-

ning of opposition to it.

Ever since World War II the
basic line of American policy has
been to seek “stability” in Asia by
supporting the reactionary colonial
and native regimes against the tide
of national and social revolution. To the
Stalinist ability to exploit the revolu-
tionary strivings of the peoples of the
area, the United States has sought to
oppose financial and military aid to these

régimes, and when thiy proved inmyuffi=-

cient, to jump into the bredch with its
own armed forces. )

Thus: the war in Korea; the guarantee
of Chiang Kai-shek's regime in Formosa
by the Seventh Fleet; the atempt to
“draw a line” in Southeast Asia through
the SEATO Pact; ond finally, the utter ab-
surdity of the "maybe" policy on Matsu
and Quemoy.

Up to this point, the bulk of the Amer-
jean public has been dragged along, with
more or less enthusiasm or reluctance, to
accept the policies first of Truman and
then of Eisenhower,

The most liberal wing of the Demo-
cratic Party has gone along through
every twist and turn of the policy, while
calling for additions to it along the lines
of more “Point Four” aid.

The right wing of the Republiecans has
been demanding a tough, “preventive
war” policy, and continue to receive

strong support from an important group
of top admirals and generals. The ma-
jority of Democrats and Republicans
have simply followed: their leaders, ap-
parently without thought or question.
The Democrats, including leaders of
their ADA wing, had a chance to fight
the Quemoy-Matsu dead-end before the
administration got itself committed to it.
They. were warned against the “mutual
defense” treaty with Chiang in a memo-

randum prepared by former Demoeratic.

State Depariment officials. A draft of the
resolution giving Eisenhower a. free
hand in the Formosa Strait was sub-
mitted to them for consideration before
it was made publie. It is, reported that
Senator Humphrey raised objections to
the draft at a private meeting of the
Democratic members of the Senate For-
eign Affairs Committee, but eventually
went along with his colleagues on sup-
port of the resolution.

Now, when the danger as wel] as the
absurdity of the “stand” on Quemoy-
Matsu has become fully apparent, a

NEXT WEEK 1IN L. A,

Report on the
UAW Convention

Stand on'PoliticaI

By PAT PARKS

Highlighting the Eighth National
Convention of Americans for Democratic
Action was an erhotion-packed fight on
academic freedom, an announcement of
a new line on the Democratic Party, and
a serious warning to the United States
government over possible defense of
Quemoy and Matsu which ‘could lead to
an H-bomb holocaust. :

Although the delegates participated in
little discussion on or off the floor re-
garding the political policy draft, they
gave tacit consent to a sharp change of
emphasis; termed by new National
Chairman Joseph Rauh a “get tough
policy” with the Democratic Party, initi-
ateéd by the ADA leadership.

Until now, ADA has played the role
of meek critic to the Democrats, while
continually ‘giving publie support to them
in the press and at election time, despite
réactionary control by Jim Crow and
anti-eivil libertarian and labor elements.

ADA has always pointed to liberal
senators like Humphrey, Douglas, Leh-
man.and Morse, rationalizing defense of

" the Democrats by listing these distin-

ADA: Two Steps Forward, One Back

Role and Civil-Liberties Vote Show Gain

guished names as the white -hope for
eventual liberal control.

However, largely due to the capitula-
fion by Humphrey and Morse on the fili-
buster issue and the former's responsi-
bility. for the worst witchhunt measure to
date—the Communist Control Act—ADA
has been forced to react with vigorous
condemnation of the present Democratic
line on "party mnity.” It correctly points
out that the false unity theme is an ex-
cuse for compromise by the so-called lib-
erals with the reactionaries over very
basic democratfic issues in the name of
clever polities.

TALK "PRINCIPLE"

It is encouraging to socialists, and to
others who have called on ADA to make
some serions demands on the Democratic
Party to iranslate its pretty language
on labor and eivil rights into some mean-
ingful concrete political program, that
ADA should say in its policy statement
that “the most practical politics ADA
can practice today is the policy of prin-
ciple. ' ¥y

While n‘re would like, but do not neces-

sarily expect, liberals to thoroughly an-
alyze why the Democratic Party has
been unable to translate most of the
ADA platform into reality, we urge
them to push the poliecy of playing an
independeént political role, which means
severe criticism and refusal to accept

_Democrats on their previous easy terms.

Such a push i1s necessary for ADA
now. From a longer-range view, social-
ists feel that the hopes for the Demo-
cratic Party which are held by militant
liberals will not and cannot be realized
no matter how hard they try to reform
the party; but certainly it is only by a
principled independent stand that the
ADA will be taken seriously by anyone,
including the Democrats, and will -have
their greatest immediate impact.

We think consistent adherence to prin-
cipled independence will lead liberals to a
bhreak with the old parties and to a third-
party alliance with labor. This, of course,
i far bevond the intention embodied in
the new ADA orientation. )

Yet it is of special significance that
the ADA leadership has finally remem-
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group of Democratic senators headed by
Morse and Lehman are attempting to get
the Senate to reverse itself on the free~
hand given the president. But when the
policy which has led to this wobbly
“stand” was up for debate, their uneasi-
ness about it was silenced by Senator
George’'s famous question: *“What is
your alternative?” -

CRUMBLING DOCTRINE "

They could not answer the question
then, and they really cannot answer it
now. A progressive alternative to Stalin-
ism in Asia can only be support for the
national and social revolution on a thor-
ocughgoing democratic basis. Its first con-
difion is ending support to the foreign
and domestic forces of reaction which are
seeking to block that revelution. That
means an end to support of Rhee ond
Chiang, . the police -regime -in. Thailand,
British rule’ in ‘MaTaya, ‘and #he rest. -~
. There is also another alternative. That
is capitulation to Stalinism.

And as lime drags on, it becomes in-
creasingly clear that American policy in
the area is so untenable that its support-
ers are forced either into the ecamp of
the Knowland war party, or if they draw
back from the brutal logic of that posi-
tion and are incapable of grasping the
revolutionary logic of the democratic po-
sition, they end up willy-nilly as capitu-
lators.

A few months ago, it was almost a
sacred tenet of liberal and Democratic
doctrine that this government cannot
recognize the Stalinist government. of
China or favor its admission to the
United Nations. The governments of
Chiang and Rhee were sturdy democra-
cies which must be defended against
Stalinism at all cost. Any failure to de-
fend. them would convince the rest of
Asia that they have no choice but to
swing into the Stalinist camp.

Today, this doctrine is erumbling all
around us.

Voices have been raised in the highest
councils of the labor movement for a nor-
malization of relations with China, and
some procedure which would permit the
people of Formosa to decide their own
destiny  without interference from
Chiang.

ON THE HOOK

It has gradually begun %o sink in tha¥
the last thing the peoples of Asia want is
to be defended by the United States in
the way in which South Korea was de-
fended; that the government's policy Is
isolating this country from its allies in
Europe as well as from the peoples of
Asia.

The Eisenhower administration is it-

self in a state of confusion and uncer-

tainty. Conflicting statements come from
the highest sources in Washington week-
ly. Officials who until yesterday were
insisting that what must be done is to
“draw a line” for Stalinist expansion,
and proclaim to the world clearly and
positively that if they eross this line war
will be the result, are now seeking to
justify the “keep them guessing” policy
on Quemoy and Matsu,

The government, having impaled itself
firmly on the Stalinist hook in the For-
mosa Strait, is now .casting desperately
about for some way to get off. That is
the meaning of the sudden desire for =
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Free Morocam Labor Federation
Is Formed in Teeth of French Colonialism

By A. GIACOMETTI

PARIS, Mar. 29—In a previous issue we reported-on the creation of

the “Organizing Committee for Free Trade-Unionism”

in Morocco. A

week ago, the Moroccan trade-unionists of this committee announced
that in a congress held in Casablanca on March 20, it was decided to
turn the committee into a new, independent trade-union federation, the
Union Marocaine du Travail, which will affiliate to the ICFTU.

Twenty-two regional committees
were represented at the founding
congress, which also elected an ad-
ministrative commission and a bu-
reau. Mahjoub Ben Sedik was
elected secretary-general and Taieb
Bouazza vice-secretary.

This initiative has put the French ad-
ministration before an accomplished fact
at a time when it was not even prepared
to grant Moroccans the official right te
join European frade-unions. The Moroccan
workers have thus solved the trade-union
question on their own, in direct defiance
-of the colonialists’' law and against a com-
mon front of administration officials and
Stalinist trade-union leaders.

They have solved it, for it is doubtful
that the administration is in a position
to suppress.the new federation. Even
though the next day the Resident-Gen-
eral issued a release to the press stating
that the creation of the UMT is “not
compatible with existing legislation,”
this probably only means that the ad-
ministration will have to quickly adapt
the legislation to the existing faects.

i From the outset, the UMT has based
jtself on the traditions of international-
“#sm and solidarity that characterized the
labor movement at its best. In an appeal

; to the Moroccan working class, the
; founding congress proclaimed:

' “, ..the Moroccan Federation of Labor
- will only be complete when it unites
within® itself all the workers in Morocco,
- differing in their beliefs, nationalities
and races, but united in an equal attach-

ment to justice and freedom.

“The Congress calls upon all workers
in Morocco“to liberate themselves from
certain vicious and outdated preJud:ces,
products of an antiquated regime, and to
unite in the ranks of the Moroecan Fed-
eration of Labor to conduct an energetic
struggle for the right to work, for the
suppression of unemployment, for decent
salaries, for collective contrgets, for so-
cial security, for a just distribution of
wealth, for the respect of human nghtq
and for a democratic regime.

“The Congress takes notice with pride
and satisfaétion of the support given to

a2 Moroccan trade-unionism by French and
. jhternational trade-union organizations,
in particular by the powerful ICFTU.”

F.O. SLANDERER

This statement, a powerful monument
to the maturity of Moroccan labor, con-

! trasts painfully with another statement

| that Robert Bothereau; secretary-gener-
al of Force Quvriére, the French trade-
union' federation,” made at a luncheon of
- the Anglo-American .press. Commenting
on the founding of the UMT Bothereau

© said!
e “If trade-union rights do not yet exist
| ;= in Morocco, the fault does not lie with
" France. The Sultan always opposed it in
order to preserve the feudal structure
of his country. As in Tunisia, the new
' Morocean federation is a product of na-
tionalism. Certainly the Moroceans
should be given trade-umion rights, but
* it is regrettable that the new federation
is_autonomous, and therefore nationalist.
Its leaders have been formed in the ranks
- of the Communist-influenced CGT. They

“ = ° do not have the democratic traditions of
© ° - {He Tunisian trade-unionists of -‘the
. UGTT.

In this short statement, there Is not one
sentence that does not contain a lie or a
misrepresentation.
“The responsibility for the illegality of
~Moroccan trade-unionism even at this
1ate date does lie with France, since all
- lepislation concerning such matters is
submittéd by the Resident-General to the
- Sultan, who is then merely asked -to
- sigm. Tt is not known that the Resident-
" (General ever submitted a decree legaliz-
- ing  Moroccan trade-unions. As to the
Sultan, he came out in favor of full
“-irade-union rights for Moroccans, in the
. clearest and strongest fashion, as early
as 1949,

~Bothereatt says that the UMT is a
-product of nationalism, as if this was
fnet}ling yeprehensible: In fact; it is

product” vf<thelégitimate’ ms:stance
df .the Moroccan people to. determine
thelr own -déstinies;. and of ‘the. determi-

nation of the Morocecan workers to build
unions of their own choice. In compari-
son with FO or, for that matter with the
CGT, the “nationalist” unions distin-
guish themselves favorably by their ab-
sence of chauvinist prejudice in any
form.

If they are not affiliated to FO, the rea-
son is that the Moroccas section of FO,
which is composed of French civil-servants
and is not even supported by the Moroc-
can Federation of the French SP, has
steadfastly refused to organize Moroccan
workers or to support their demands. 1%
has opposed on every occasion their ef-

forts to win trade-union rights. When de-

feated in union elections, the FO leader-
ship systematically tried fo have the elec-
tions invalidated on the grounds that the
Moroccan workers had ne trade-union
rights and therefore should not have
voted.

SOME HISTORY

All this aside from open strike-break-
ing, such as happened in the Casablanca
harbor strike in 1952: in December 1952
the FO white-collar workers of the har-
bor (400 out of 5000) decided to go on
strike. As they represented little

SHACHTMAN TOUR

strength, their strike fell flat. So the
leaders of FO asked the unorganized
Moroccan workers of the port to join
their strike, which the latter agreed to.
By common agreement, a joint list of
demands was drawn up (thatis, a num-
ver of demands of the Moroccan workers
were added to those of FO) and the
strike became general. As the authorities
refused to meet Moroccan delegates, the
FO delegates were asked to conduct ne-
gotiations for both parties. Having ob-
tained satisfaction for its own demands,
FO then ordered its members to return

to work, without further considering the

demands of the unorganized Moroccan
workers.

In the light of such facts, which are
not  exceptional, Bothereaus innuendo
about the Moroccan trade-unionists be-
ing “undemocratic” appears as the cras-

-sest kind of cynicism.

The Moroccan trade-unionists were
“formed in the ranks of the Communist-
influenced CGT” because no other union
would take them. They were able to as-
sert themselves within the CGT only af-
ter bitter struggles with the Stalinist
leadership. It is in the course of these
struggles that they established their
democratic traditions, just as the found-
ers of the UGTT did when Tunisian
labor was Stalinist-led, and as FO would
have to do if it were compelled to stay in
the CGT by government decree.

Fortunately the Moroccan workers can
well afford to ignore Bothereau. He and
his crowd are a problem that remains to
be solved by the French working class,
and in particular by the advanced ele-
ments of FO in France,

Bay Area and Los Angeles Put
Shachtman Thru Active Schedule

BERKELEY,; Mar. 29 — Max Shachts
man, ISL chairman, spoke at two public
meetings in the Bay Area while here on
his eurrent national tour, and both were
quite successful.

The first, held at the YMCA'’s Stiles
Hall yesterday afternoon, was sponsored
by the Student Civil Liberties Union.
Comrade Shachtman spoke on “The Sub-
versive List and Civil Liberties” to an
interested audience of about 30. He cited
the lack of any clear legal procedure for
the ISL to get off the “list” since placed
on it in 1947, and then detailed the ex-
tended areas in which the “list” has been
used since its origin under the Truman
regime for the ostensible’ purpose of
regulating government employment,

He concluded that the “list” was one
of the cornerstones of the current drive
against civil liberties; and that it must be
invalidated as the prelude to any real
successes in the struggle for civil liber-
ties of a fundamental nature. In this re-
gard the ISL's many cases against the
list — including Shachtman’s current
passport case—were of much greater
general importance than their mere ISL
internal significance. Shachtman con-
cluded with an appeal to SCLU for
financial aid, in line with its civil-liber-
tarian purposes, when the ISL's cases
reached the point where such aid would
be called for.

In the opinion of several SCLU offi-
cers present at Shachtman’s' talk, this
meeting and the audience response to it
marked a high point in SCLU’s meetings
this semester. The Daily Californian re-
ported the meeting fairly-extensively,
but unfortunately in a rather narrow
vein that didn’t capture the full flavor
of Shachtman’s many attacks on the list.

The second meseting at which Shacht-
man |
Brotherhood Hall on the subject of
“Peace Through Co-Existence?” under
the auspices of the Young Socialist
League and the Independent Socialist
League. Despite a rainy night, the inci-
dence of mid-terms at Cal, and the hall's
distance}from campus, the meeting at-
tracted a goodly and enthusiastic sudi-
ence, both politically and finanecially.

Comrade Shachtman began with a dis-
cussion of the crucial importance of a

united and independent Germany for the -

re-establishment of a viable Europe; and
the opposition of both the U. 8. and Rus-
sia to this. aim. He made a detailed-re-
view of  Russia’s internal - situation

through ivarious periods, disclosing how -
“Russia both at-home ard in the satellites -

spoke was tonight -at Finnish '

has been in:a&;perpetual, crisis. He pro-
ceeded fo show how the ideas of “peace-
ful coexistence” arise, and to analyze the
foreign policies of both imperialist
camps. He showed how a free election on
Formosa would neutralize China’s threat
to the peace, while “unleashing” Chiang
back to the U. 8., following his “un-
leashing” from the Tachen Islands.

Following his presentation Shachtman
answered audience guestions on current
ISL attitudes toward civil liberties for
fascists, election policy, and indepen-
dence for backward countries.

In Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES, Apr. 3—The Southern
California section -of Max Shachtman’s
national tour has heen showing fine re-
sults. A responsive audience of over 50
heard the ISL national chairman speak
on “Europe and Coexistence” at the Case
Hotel in downtown Los Angeles on
March 25. The following evening a well-
attended social affair took place. -

In both cases one of the principal rea-
sons for the excellent showing during
Comrade Shachitman's visit has been the
support and work of the Young Socialist
League. unit, plus the relations developed
recently -between the ISL branch end a
group which has recently been expelled
from the Socialist Workers Party. [A le#-
ter from this group, received too late for
inclusion in this issue, will be published in
LABOR ACTION next week.—Ed.]

Prior to Shachtman’s arrival on tour,
the ISL branch and this former-SWP
group has arranged a series of joint
discussions. to talk over political differ-

-ences. The first- meeting in this serieg

was devoted to the subject, “Is Russia
a Workers’ State?” The second of these
talks was centered around the question
of the role- played by political-demo-
cratic eriteria-in making a Marxist eval-
uation of the Russian state. Comrade
Shachtman was able to attend and par-
ticipate in this discussion, and his con-
tribution was one of the high- points of
his "visit’ here.

The total effect of -these discussions:
has been great upon all who' attended.
In too few places, too seldom, have real
political diffierences been discussed at
length in a democratic .and’ friendly at-
mosphere. These ~discussions, the public
meeting and the social created the basis

for the-series of informal meetings and

discussions - :with- Comrade Shachtman

~and the few days that he spent here were

utilized to the full, .

ISL FUND DRIVE

Strike a Blow
For Socialism!

By L. G. SMITH

On April 5, after seven full weeks of
the fund drive, we have raised $6022.75.
If we are to make the drive in full, this
means that an additional $4000 must be
raised by May 1, in the next 25 days.

From all reports, the going has been
rough. Friends of the ISL and LABOR
AcTioN who in the past have given gen-
erously and with little urging have
shown a greater reluctance to contribute
this year, or to contribute as much as in
the past. Others, while making as big a
relative sacrifice ‘as in the past, have
found their contributions decreased by a
change in their eircumstances.

The pressures of the reactionary drive
in the country, while they have dimi-
nished in recent months, -have left a po-
litical-psychological mark on some peo-
ple which expresses itself in a reluctance
to continue to support the cause of so-
cialism in the same way they used to
support it.

Such are the difficulties confronted by
the comrades who have been collecting
money for the drive. We want to make
it clear that we in the National Office
understand them. Since we stand be-
tween the members and friends who con-
tribute and the creditors who must he
paid, it may appear at times that we
plead for and even demand money with-
out too much understanding of how hard
it is to raise it.

Every reader of LaBoR AcTiON, how-
ever, must also understand that wunless
we make this fund drive in full the week-
ly appearance of our paper will be in
direct, imminent danger. That is w'hy we
are Juatzﬁed in applying the maximum
pressure for the collection of every pos-
sible penny. That is why no one who un-
derstands the importance of the paper,
particularly in these times of reaction, is
justified in ecutting down his contribu-
tion, however hard it may be for him to
make it.

OUR MIRACLE

The regular appearance of LABOR AcC-
TION in these times is a continuing mir-
acle. But as with all seeming miracles,
it has a material base. It is made pos-
sible by the fact that the liberating ideas
of socialism can command the loyalty
and willingness to sacrifice of people
whose consciousness has been illuminated
by them, even in a country like ours
where they are under the insidious pres-
sures of a continuing war-based prosper-
ity as well as under the direct attack of
all sections of bourgeois opinion.

These pressures and this attack have

failed to drown the voice of independent-

socialism in America. They cannot and
will not be permitted to succeedr now, at
a moment when every politically sensi-
tive person can detect the beginnings of
a favorable shift in the political atmos-
phere. This can be asserted because we
are confident that however tough the
going may be, the members of the ISL,
the nmew recruits to socialism of the YSL,
and the readers of LABOR AC‘I’ION in gen-
eral will ecome-through.

Don’f strain our confidence (and that
of our creditors) to the utmost by wait-
ing till the last day of the last week of
the drive. Send in your contribution now.

And make it bigger than you had
planned.

Branch Quota Paid T
Total .........%$10,050 $6022.76 59.9
St. Louis ... 25 | 56.26 221
Streator ... 26 25 100
Cleveland ........ 150 125 83.3
Nat'l Office ..... 1,600 1110 74
Chieago ......... 2,000 1449 724
Reading .......... 50 35 70
Pittsburgh ...... 125 85 68
N. Y. City ...... 3,800 2420.50 63.8
Detroit .......... . 200 115 57.5
Los Angeles .. 4560 215 47.5
Philadelphia ... 250 114 456
Seattle .......ooe.. 150 60 40
AKron ... B0 20 40
Bay Area ........ 500 140 29
Newark ... 400 48 12
Buffalo ........... 250 0 0
Indiana ......... 75 0 0
Oregon ... 50 - 0 0
/ ~

Get All Your Books from
LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE

114 West 14 Street, New York CHy'
- _
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BLP Right Wing Forced to Retreat

By OWEN ROBERTS

LONDON, Mar, 24—At the moment Bevan still remains within the
Labor Party—but only just. Yesterday the National Executive Com-
mittee of the party sat for over three hours considering the report
which it had received from the Parliamentary Party on the withdrawal
of the Whip from Bevan after the row in the House of Commons during
the defense debate. The 28 members of the NEC had to decide whether

to expel Bevan from the party en-
tirely or to take no further action
against him.

The éventual outcome was a tem-
porary expedient which fails to re-
solve the issue one way or the
other. By 14 votes to 13 the NEC de-
cided to set up a special subcommittee
which will interview Bevan “with a view
to seeking assurances as to his future
conduct as a member of the party.” This
special committee will then report back
to the NEC on March 30, when the final
decision will be made.

The subcommittee consists of eight
members and its composition is extreme-
ly interesting.

Tt consists of Attlee, the leader of the
Parliamentary Party; Edith Summer-
skill, who has been a prime mover
against Bevan; Percy Knight, of the Na-
tional Union of Seamen and the mover

of the resolution at the 1953 Party Con-
ference which secured the back-door en-
try of Morrison to the NEC after his de-
feat in the party elections the previous
vear; Hugh Gaitskell, the brains behind
the right wing and the man who defeat-
ed Bevan in the elections for party treas-
urer last year; James Griffiths, a mid-
dle-of-the-roader who has kept his mouth
tightly shut for many years on internal
party disputes; Jack Cooper, of the Gen-
eral and Municipal Workers' Union
which has consistently opposed the left
wing; James Haworth a member of the
Transport Salaried Staff Association and
an adherent of Moral Rearmament; plus
the only Bevanite on the committee,
Barbara Castle.

Thus Bevan will have to state his posi-
tion before a committee which is largely
composed of people whose mere names
are sufficient to couse the bloed pressure

Temperature of British Politics
Due to Rise with Churchill Out

By OWEN ROBERTS

LONDON, Mar, 24—In an article to LA
from London, datelined January 4, the
prophecy was made that life in Britain
would not be dull during the coming
year. Events of the past week have amp-
1y justified that statement. For the past

_few days the British press and public

have been cllscussmg polities and . prac-
tlcaIly ignoring all other ‘subjects; a
strange phenomena but one to be expect-
ed when there is every likelihood of the
prime minister retiring, a general elec-
tion being, held, and one of the promi-
nent members of the Labor Party under
expulsion charges.

Rumors of an impending general elec-
tion have been current for some months
now, but during the past few days they
have taken on a conformity which indi-
cates that there has been a leakage of
information from circles in the know.
On Sunday practically every newspaper
carried an identical story which fore-
casted two things—that Winston Chur-
chill would shortly be resigning and that
a general election would be held soon
after.

The story has it that Churchill will

announce his decision to relinquish his

positich as prime minister soon after
April 4, this being the date on which it
has been =arranged that the Queen and
the Duke of Edinburgh will have dinner
at the official residence of the prime min-
ister—10 Downing Street. It is expected
that Anthony.Eden, at present foreign
secretary, will take' over the reins as
prime. minister. Eden has always been
tipped as Churchill’'s personal choice as
successor. and has for many years been
Churchill’s righthand man.

.ECONOMIC - THREAT

In mid-April the Budget is to be pre-
sented to Parliament and, should Chur-
chill have resigned prior to this, it is ex-

.pected that shortly after the Parliamen-

tary procedure in connection with the
Budget has been carried out Eden will
send the country to the polls, hoping to
return a Tory government with a greatly
increased majority.

Apart from any internal machinations
which may be going om within the Tory

CORRECTION

In last week’s special pamphlet-
issue on Yalta, a typographical er-
ror in one quotation inserted a
“not” whieh of course changed the
megning of the pagzage. On page
8, first column, fifth paragraph be-
ginning “After Yalta,” the quota-
tion from Leahy should read:

. . I gid think it was possible to
give to a reorganized Polish gov-
ernment an external appearance of
independence.”

party at this moment there are other fac-
tors which seem to indicate that an early
election would be to the advantage of the
Tories. Recent months have seen theeco-
nomic position of Britain in the sphere of
world trade steadily worsening—which
will ultimately have grave repercussions
on the internal economy. The terms of
trade, which have been the headache of
all British governments 'since the.war,
have shown a definite tendency to be
turning against the British economy.
Should this tendency continue 8 develop
the country will face a situation like that
which it _faced in 1951 and which caused
Attlee to throw in the towel for the Labor
government. =

So far this situation is apparent only
to those who follow economic affairs and,
apart from the recent juggling with the
bank rate and hire-purchase agreements,
has created little impression upon the
average man in the street. But the politi-
cians are accuately aware of what may
happen during the next few months.

This is made abundantly clear by an
article which appeared on February 19,
in the FEconomist, a weekly journal of
the British capitalist class, when it dis-
cussed the matter in its leading article.
After reviewing the economic aspeets of
the situation, the FEconomist then pro-
ceeded, for the benefit of the Tory party,
to draw certain political conclusions.

EXPECT ELECTION

It stated that the economy of the
country has already deteriorated to a
stage at which this Parliament should
go out—that the Tories should force a
general election before it deteriorates
even further. Should. this not be done,
warned the Economist, the situation is
likely to get worse until it reaches a
point wihch makes defeat for the Tories
almdst a certainty.

By taking this advice the Tories will
obviously save themselves a great deal
of trouble and a corresponding amount
of worry. Theoretica]ly the present gov-
ernment could remain in office until Oec-
tober 1956, when its five-year term of
office is up, but if to hang on for another
yealr means increasing the risk of defeat
then there is no doubt what the Tories
will decide to do. )

They are furter influenced toward an
early election by the present internal
troubles of the Labor Party in commec-
tion with the exclusion of Bevan from
the Parliamentary Labor Party and his
threatened expulsion from the party al-
together. This matter has not yvet been
finally settled and there is little question
that the Tories are watching its outcome
with as much interest as are the mem-
bers of the Labor Party itself. To throw
the Labor Party into an election cam-
paign just at the moment when it is ex-
perlenclnw one of the biggest internal

“battles in its history would be an ex-

tremely good tactical move from the
Tory point of view.
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evan Beats Expulsmn Drive

of any left-winger to rise way beyond its
normal level.

Exactly what assurances Bevan is ex-
pected to give are not-specified by the
NEC and it is precisely this point which
is most important. It may well be that,
in an endeavor to end the business with-
out burning their fingers any further,
the right wing will be content with a
mere assurance from Bevan that he will
not make an attack on the party leader-
ship in the House of Commons at any
time in the future—for the right wing
are tending to channel the whole issue
into one of personalities.

‘But on the other hand they may seek
an assurance from Bevan that he will, in
the future, remain rigidly upon the offi-
cial party line and will refrain from ad-
vancing any policies which conflict with
those of the right wing. For Bevan to
give an undertaking of this character
would be an entirely different matter
and would represent a major victory for
the right wing and a prelude to a gen-
eral clamping down on left-wing opinion
within the party.

BEVANITES FIGHTING

Therefore a great deal depends upon
the type of questions which Bevan is
asked and, more important, the answers
which he gives. Should he fail to take a
firm stand on his right to advance alter-
native policies to the right wing it will
mean that the Bevanites have weakened
at the crucial moment and are prepared

-to do everything to retain Bevan within

the party—even at the expense of creat-
ing a precedent which can be used
against any member of the left wing on
future occasions. .

If the line taken in recent weeks by the

"Bevanite journal Tribune can be taken as

a yardstick then it is to be expected that
Bevan will stick firmly to his guns and in-
sist upon the right of any and every party
member—for that is what the issue now
means—to advance leff-wing idens ~with=

in the party.

In its issue of March 18, Tribune hit
out at the right wing and insisted that
the present conflict had nething to do
with personalities but rested upon poli-
ciet. It said that the present situation
was the “right-wing showdown,” and
placed this in thick black headlines for
all to see at a glance. It said that the
fight in the party was now on to achieve
a socialist policy and that the revolt
within the movement would be stronger
than ever—the machinations of the right
wing only serving as a spur to those
socialists who believed that the British
Labor moVement could be the instrument
for building a new society.

These are fine fighting words which
the rank-and-file left wing is prepared
to back up with deeds—and with hope
that Nye Bevan is prepared to do like-
wise when he faces the inquisitors of the
NEC next week.

Text of Statement.
Submitted by Bevan

LONDON, Mar. 31—The Special Sub-
committee of the Labor Party NEC
which was named to meet with Aneurin
Bevan interviewed the left-wing leader
on March 29 “with-a view to seeking as-
surances as to his future conduct as a
member of the party.”. At this interview
Bevan submitted the following state-
ment:

“Throughout this controversy it has
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Steelworkers’ Ranks

Pressing for New
Demands on Bosses

By EMIL MODIC

PITTSBURGH, Apr. 2—Although na-
tional attention is on negotiations be-
tween the UAW and the auto makers,
the United Steelworkers are also pre-
paring to reopen wage talks with the
steeF industry. The ptresent contract with
the. basic steel producers runs until next
year, but can be reopened for wages onl¥.

Nevertheless the negotiotions this year
will be of interest for several reasons.
Whatever the Steelworkers get will be
automatically compared with the gains in
auto. Also, with an opposition candidate
running against McDonald's candidate. for
the vacant vice-presidency of the union,
McDonald will be under pressure to win as
much as possible in the forthcoming ne-
gotiations.

In recent weeks, and especially at the
Pennsylvania State CIO convention of
several weeks ago, McDonald has given
indications of a more militant outlook
than has previously characterized his ad-
ministration. Observers gveneraliy link
this to the appearance of an opposition.

In addition, there is evidence of pres-
sure from the ranks for solutions to.the
growing problems of the rank .and file.
Chief of these is layoffs, which have
been especially heavy in the steel indus-
try in the past period. It is not generally
known, but automation in the steel in-
dustry has been extremely extensive in
recent years, with the inevitable results
for the labor force.

The thinking of the ranks on this
problem is reflected by the recent action
of the Homestead Local of U. S. Steel.
That local, Local 1397, is proposing tfo
the Wage Policy Committee of the union
that the international demand a 32-hour
week in the coming negotiations:

Technically, the demand probably can-
not be brought up under the wage-re- .
opener, but it will be interesting to see
the response to the Local 1397 demand.
If the demand is not actua]ly made on
the companies this year, it is almost cer-
tain to come up next xeal when the, con-
tract expires. i J

f

been stated that no differences of policy
are involved. Even if there were there
seem no good reason why they should not
be resolved within the party, without
personal recrimination and in a way that
would leave the essential unity of the
party unimpaired. In a great party such
as ours there must always be argument
about how to apply the principles of
Socialism to a particular -situation. The
essence of democracy in a political party
ic to enable the argument.to proceéd
while at the same time maintaining the
effectiveness of the party in action, It is
not always easy to achieve this, but we
must always strive for it and I shall.de
my best to make it possible.

“The chalge is that in what I have
done and also in the way I have done it
I have created difficulties for Mr, Attlee
and caused him embarrassment in his
position as the Leader of the Party. 'I,‘hls
was certainly never my intention. But if
‘my action or speech could lend them-
selves to the .interpretation that suq‘h
Wwas my motive, then I am sincerely sorry
and I apologize to Mr. Attlee for. any
pain I may have caused him.

“T ask for nothing more than the.op-

.portunity to serve our party under his

leadership. In doing so I claim. no more
privileges than, and accept. all the ohll-
gations shared by, other memhers of mthe

P arty."

NEC BACKS DOWN
After discussion of the Special Sub-

.committee’s report, on March 30, the Na-

tional Executive Committee approved
the following resolution:

“That the National Executive Comm1t—
tee, having considered the report of the
Parliamentary Party on the withdrawal
of the whip from Mr. Aneurin Bevan,

“(a) is satisfied that the decision of
the Parliamentary Labor Party, to with-
draw the Whip from Mr. Bevan was
fully justified;

“(b) whilst notmg the assurances
given by Mr. Bevan in his statement to
the Special Subcommittee of the Execu-
tive on 29 March 1955, warns that it
will take drastic action against future
violations of party discipline;

“(e) express the hope that-all sections
of the Movement will now unite in a. de-
termined endeavor to secire the return
of a Labor government at the General
Electmn
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Perspectives for the Khrushchev Regime

Rudzienski Looks to
“Army Men's Take-Over

By A. RUDZIENSKI

The victory of the old Stalinist guard
in Russia is very dubious and temperary.
It is, of course, difficult to judge how
long the Khrushehev faction will be able
to remain in power, becanse of insuffi-
cient knowledge of the internal situa-
tion in the upper layer of the Russian
bureaucracy. The victory of the “hard”
Khruschev over the “soft” Malenkov is
an attempt to overcome the new difficul-
ties and problems by means of the old
Stalinist methods, the effort to suppress
the new, spontaneous activity of the
masses with old methods of pressure, ex-
ploltatlon and terror. But today the posi-
tion of the ruling group is weaker than
4n the time of Stalin, not only because
the masses are more active, but because
the lower layers of the bureaucracy want
more food, more clothes, more “butter”
and more freedom for themselves. But
since the Stalinist party has lost its au-
thority over the masses, it will be very
difficult to govern with the old methods
of terror, as in the “good old days” of
Stalin,

The program of the development of
heavy industry at the cost of the masses
will not arouse their enthusiasm, and the
same is true of the program of new ex-
pansion in Asia. The days of enthusiastie
faith in “building socialism in one coun-
try” are over. The Khrushchev faction's
emphasis on the development of heavy
industry eould signify a policy of prepa-
ration foer a war for the expansion of
Soviet “socialism.” But it knows that
war would be a catastrophe for the bu-
reaucratic regime in Russia. Thus the
talk about the military power of the So-
viets produces a policy of bluff because
the bireaucracy fears violent changes in
the world structure and prefers the sta-
tus’ quo and a slow expansion, controlled
by itself. Hence, the international policy
of Khrushchev, and with it the main
body' 6f ‘the internal’ program, is sus-
pended in the air and can only end in
bankrupbcy

The  bureancracy want

.

coexnstence

with:, the $“American imperialists,” of

course at a low price, es especially after
the defeats of Russian policy 'in France
and. Germany. After the treaty of Paris

and its support by the Bonn parliament,

panic prevailed in Moscow. The “hard”
{action profited by it to finish off Malen-
Kov,.and now the Kremlin wants to make

a “deal” directly with Washington and
tp;est.abi,ish. a-new relationship by a new
“Ii‘iehgjl'y" “partitioning of the world.
This is. the aim of the invitation' of
Amencan agricultural specialists to Rus-
s:a, and to this end Molotov will eventu-
zlly be sacrificed since he belongs to the
“0ld- gnard” of the party, now hated by
the widest masses in Russia.

KREMLIN'S POLICY

An eventual understanding between
Moscow and Washington could signify
& new division of spheres of influence in
Asia, but only at the expense of Great
Britain. The ideological preparation for
the deal consisted of the public state-
ments by two intellectual servants of the
Kremlin, the atom scientist Pontecorvo
and the Russian Ilya Ehrenburg, both of
whom violently denounced Churchill and
Great Britain.

At a previous conference in Warsaw
there had been talk about the neutraliza-
tion of Germany and the eventual with-
drawal of Soviet troops from East Ger-
many, Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hun-
gary. Of course, this was a bluff directed
against the Paris Agreement, but under
-favorable conditions it could constitute
the price paid by the Kremlin for a re-
newal of “friendship.” The Russians
have great respect for the Germans, and

an American-German pact can force the

Kremlin into big concessions.

To be-sure, the Kremlin cannot exer-
cise  absolute control over its Chinese
- ally, any more than it can over the na-

_tionalist movements in Asia. The For-.
,mosa problem, for example, is a powder-
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keg which could explode against the will
of both the Kremlin and the White
House. "™

But in any case, the Kremlin’s policy
is at this moment in favor of the status
quo, and is ready for concessions and
direct dealing with Washington. This
means that~the entire program of the
“hard” Khrushchev group is left hang-
ing in mid-air, without -any immediate
fruit. Therefore it will be resisted by
the people, because only in -the case of
an immediate war danger could the
masses be capable of new sacnﬁces,
obeying patriotic impulses.

If the Kremlin now offers Washington
a new direct deal at the cost of Great
Britain and its own ally China, the Rus-
sian people will understand the new pel-
icy of the Khrushchev group to be the old
Stalinist demagogy, which will require
new sacrifices from the people. There-
fore this policy will meet with even
more resistance from the masses, the po-

. sition of the new bosses will grow weak-

er and weaker, and the prestize of the

party will sink. The liquidation of Molo--

tov would be only the beginning of this
process, which will end only with the
downfall of Khrushchev himself and
probably of the entire party regime. .

STALINIST TWILIGHT

We: are getting nearer and nearer to
the twilight of Stalinism first in Russia
and then everywhere else, because the
party no longer has anything to offer
the’ masses: other than new sacrifices and
harder work, less bread and less clothes
and less liberty, in exchange for the dis-
credited phantom of “socialism in one
country.” Therefore the government of
the party is obsolete in Russia, and it
must be replaced by another political
force: the only force which saved itself
from the terror, the army; the only force
which has not been compromised by the
crimes  of the regime but which shines
with glory reflected from the Russian
victories over Nazism- in the saving of
“mother Russia.”

While the party government has noth-
ing to offer the people, an army- govern-
ment can offer very much:

(1y To the bureaucracy—enrichment
and a bourgems living standard, with
more civil guarantees and more liberties
than now. The bureaucracy wants to use
the-class positions it has wen and enjoy
life.

(2) To the peasants—an army govern-
ment ¢an offer more privately owned
land, more of a free market, more liberty
and more chance for self-enrichment.

(3) To the workers—higher wages,
less hard work, more bread, clothes and
liberty.

All these concessions do not require
any change in the base of the economic
régime in Russia; they require only a
change in"the party régime, i.e., a new
coup d'état in the Kiemlin. To be sure,
thé party always has controlled the
army and the army *“marshals,” but af-
ter Stalin’s death the secret police does
not have the same power it used to have,
and the army’s role was decisive in the
downfall of Malenkov as of Beria be-
cause the army is the only political force
in the country left after the extermina-
tion of all other political forces by
Stalin.

The establishment of a new army re-
gime would not necessarily signify a new
war danger; on the contrary it could
inaugurate a new period of coexistence
and a new partition of influence at the
cost of weaker partners. Economieally
and socially there would be a continua-
tion of the same regime in Russia, but
with' a neWw political face, one that would
be softer and more, “liberal” (to use a
word which is so inadequate to describe
Russian relations). From the socialist’s
standpoint, an army regime in Russia
would not signify a “capitalist restora-
tion,” because this restoration "was
brought about by Stalin—in the peculiar
form of “state capitalism” or “bureau-
eratic capitalism” (or, if you wish, “bu-
reaucratic collectivism” as a synonym of
these terms). The new post-Khrushchev
regime could realize the “soft” program
of. Malenkoy and open the period of
“armed peace.”

This_could also signify the emancipa-

. tion of the wor king class from the “Rus-

sian spell,” that is, the rebuilding of the
independent working-class movement in
the whole world and in Russia . also, to
open the way for a mnew- evolution or
revolution toward socialism.

All these phenomena, permit the judg-
ment that the days of Stalinism are over,

_and with it the days of the post-revolu-

tion counterrevelution in Russia. -

Comment: lllusions on
Stalinist Liberalization

Judging by his letter in.LA for March
7 as well as the last part of his discus-
sion above, Comrade Rudzienski is look-
ing forward to the replacement of the
Stalinist party regime in Russia by a
military dictatorship which would basic-
ally loosen up the present totalitarian
structure, and permit greater liberty;

and to this auspicious change he ascribes -

the consequences mentioned in his last
paragraphs, namely, the rebulldmg of
world socialism.

Unfortunately we think this expecta-
tion (which, in various forms, has been
common since the death of Stalin) is
founded upon an illusion and can lead
only to mtsmterpretatwn of what is go-
ing on in Russia.

Naturally this would have to be dis-

cussed at length- if it is to be discussed

adeqnate!y. but here we merely want to
note the opinion and make a-comment on
Comrade Rudzienski’s special mode. of
arriving - at this popular coneclusion.
Otherwise, we refer reader to the type of

-analysis which was-given by -Comrade

Stein’s excellent “From Malenkov to
Khrushehev” im LA for Feb. 21 (com-
pare, for example, Rudzienski's remarks
on the secret police).

ARMY AND PARTY

As it looks to us, one of the main
things wrong with Comrade Rudzienski's
approach is his counterposition of the
army to the Stalinist party as an inde-
pendent political forece within the Rus-
sian structure, in somewhat the same
way as the army has often been able to
act as an independent political force
within capitalist societies; for he regards
Russian Stalinism as a peculiar form of
capitalist society.

But the institution which under Stal-
inism is called the “party” (not to be
confused with anything of the same name
outside of the Stalinist system) is not. a
mere ‘excrescence on Stalinist society, to
bé excised by a coup d’état or palace
revolution. It_, or something which plays
just its #role, is fundamental to Stalinist
society, which is not integrated by the
laws of the capitalist market but has to
be held . together ‘by. other social means.
In the totahtauan-“p]anned” society of
Stalinism, the “party” is that institu-
tion which performs the role which un-
der capitalism is .classically performed
by the “blind laws of the market.”

_Such at least is.our approach since we

analyze Stalinism as a new exploiting
system which is different from and an-
tagonistic to the old exploiting system
of eapitalism.

From this point of view there is plenty
of room to discuss possible increased in-
fluence within the regime for the mili-
tary, or greater dependence on military
figures by the regime, ete., but none to

. counterpose the army to the party. If the

Zhukovs were to take over the Moscow

‘regime withid ‘the framework of the

present systeny, that would merely sig-
nify the replacement of one set of party
leaders by a new set of leaders who take
over the party. The fact that the origin
of this new set of party leaders may be
in the military would be a very interest-
ing fact, but it would not resemble Com-
rade Rudzienski’s perspéctive in which
a new political structure (a military dic-

LABOR
W ACTION

Vol. 19, No. 15

April 11, 1955

Published weekly by Laber Action Publishing Com-
pany, 114 West 14 Street, Néw York 11, N. ¥.—
Telephone: WAtkins 3-4222—Re-entered -as second-
class -matter May 24, 1540, at the ‘Post- Office at
New York, N. Y., under the act-of -March 3, 1874.
—Subscriptions: $2 a year; $1 for .6 months:
($2.25 and $1.15 for Qmnadian and- Foreign).—
Opinions and policies- expressed in signed articlss
by contributors da met. necessarily -represent ‘the-
tiews of Labar Action;. which are giverin editarial.

Editor: HAL DRABER
Associate Edifors:
GORDON HASKELL, BEN -MALL
lgﬂlm M_gr.: L G. SMITH

tatorship ‘more nearly resembling previ-
ous capitalist ones) would replace the
present - uniguely Stalinist political
structure whose- keystone is the institu-
tion of the party.

Now, has thete been any indication

whatsoever in Russia that the army is-

capable of being counterposed to the
party, in the Rudzienski sense? None at
all, in our opinion.- What indication of
this does Rudzienski cite? None that we
can see, .

He argues that the party has nothing .

more to offer the masses, and lists a pro-
gram of liberalization and concessions
which the army would offer. For others,
like Deutscher, Such a program is the
one which they expect from a liberalized
party leadership. At this point,; Comrade
Rudzienski’s difference is that he rejects
the .possibility of any party leadership
realizing this program; it must be the
army.

FROM THE TOP?
But why not the party, if it is a mat-

ter of life-and-death of the regime, as -

Rudzienski insists? In his present- plecé
he merely asserts this point, but in his
March 7 letter, he answered: “this policy
Lls] very dangerous. to the Stalinist re-
gime, ‘because’ it would - end. up.with thie

collapse of party domination. as. well. as
-revisien in. economic -and internationzl

pohcy, the ‘taboos’ of Stalinism up to
now.”

But if the army put such a program
through, will it aiso not-end up with the

~eollapse of their domination? Why, of

course, Comrade Rudzienski argues; that
is why he looks forward to it, and links
it up with the revival of world socialism.
Then . . .7

Certainly, in every authoritarian. re-
gime, a relaxation or lessening is dan-
gerous, and may be fatal, because .it
stimulates revolutien from below. This is
a point which we have often made. But
this is exactly one reason why the totali-
tarian political strueture of Stalinism is
fundamental to it, and not an excres-
cence which can be lopped off by army
leaders without changing the system.

We would trace Comrade Rudzienski’s

 difficulty back to his conception that Rus-
sia is capitalist, though a peculiar capi-

talism, and his further view that the re-
transformation of Russia back to a less
peculiar capitalism. by the army -would
therefore be no basic change.-:. . We:sus-
pect that it is therefor that he ‘can start
thinking about processes of basic “liber-
alization” and democratization in this re-
gime from the top (the army in this
case) while Deutscher dreams of it as
coming from the top via the party itself.
Rudzienski rejects the Deutscher version,
but has no defense against it, for his:own
view seems to run nght. inta the same

stream.—Ed.

Stresses Role :‘of.- =3

‘Revolutioary Wor‘kei'-s

To the Editor:
The letter of A. Rudzienski in. the

-March 7 issue of LABOR ACTION isan ex-
_cellent example of the. contradictions to
which an impressionistic appmaoh to an .

impertant social problenr can me
of Comrade Rudzmhshse’xpvessmns ‘are

in faet quite mesningless. He speaks of

the Russian nation as.having been “anni-
hilated” (and not oniy annihilated but
also “exhausted, - tired, disillusioned” to
boot!) Not omly does this apply to the
victims, according to Rudzienski, but to
the vietors (i.e., the -bureaucracy) as
well. Comrade Rudzienski was apparent-
ly searching for the very harshest ex-
pression he could use, and came up with

- one s0 harsh that it has lost all meaning.

Quite unexpectedly, Rudzienski, mor-
tal enemy of Stalinism, arrives at the
identical political prognosis first put
forth by Deutscher, the apologist for
Stalinism. Both expect the self-reform of
the bureaucratic regime. The theoretical
basis for this belief is a purely mechani-
cal “materialism”: the material feunda-
tion on_ whieh Stalinist totalitarianism
was built is eaten away—therefore Stal-
inist totahtarl,amsm mll automatically
disappear.

Objective conditions do govern the rise
and fall of social and political .systems,
but not automatically or smoothly. Oth-
‘erwise history would be filled with peaee
and reform rather ‘than with violence

‘and revolution. There has néver exlsted.
.4 social or political regime which - velun-

tarily left the scene with the disappear-
ance of -its - objective foundation; 'and
there -is no reason to suppose that-the

- Stalinist regime will act differently: The
Stalinist bureaucracy- will’ have to b'e

overthrown by a revolutiom. - -
Rudzienski, like Deutsclier, fails to see
the force that can overthrow the rile of

the bureaucracy. “All possible-enemies,”

{Continued on page 7)
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FIVE CENTS

YSL FUND DRIVE

We're Ahead at This Post, but -
The Pace Has to Be Kept Up

By MAX MARTIN and DON HARRIS

Fund Drive Directors )

The 19656 Fund Drive of the Young
Socialist League got off to a good early
start. Receipts of the first three weeks,
the peint at which this report is being
“written, place the League ahead of
.schedule,

As of this moment we have received a
_total of $422, or 26.4 per ‘cent of the
§1600_goat which the YSL has set itself.
Had the rteceipts of these three weeks
been on schedule, we would have had only”
8345 or.a little less than 22 per cent of
the total at this point.

Needless fo say, we are very gratified
at the showing so far. At the same time, it
is necessary to point out that any feeling
of cockiness on the part of YSL members
ond friends is premature. The resulis of
the first weeks of the drive show that the
YSL is moking serious efforts to fulfill and
oversubseribe its quota, but there is still
o long puli ahead. Continued intensity in
these efforts is essential during the rest
of the drive. Keeping it at this pace, and
only keeping it at this pace, will enable
the YSL to raise the $1600 quoto and, as
we are certain can be done, to raise
more then that.

In distributing: the - honors for the

showing so. far, we accord the heartiest
accoladés to the Lios- Angeles YSL. -Our
friends there have sent in close to two-
thirds of their guota. The National Ac-
tion Committee lowered the quota of the
Los Angeles unit from $150 to $100, at
its request. Because of local conditions,
the comrades there felt that $150 was
beyond: their circumstances. From the
way Los Angeles is going, however, we
‘are certain that they will mot only sur-
_pass their quata’ but also the original
quota of $150.
" The reduction of the Los Angeles
_quota does not involve a lowering of the
total goal. On the contrary, the total
has risen. from the original quota of
'$1550 - recommended by the NAC. The
‘reduction in' one area was more than
.offset_by the .acceptance of a $50 quota
by our new Cleveland Area unit and by
the .increase in.quota of $50 which the
New York unit adopted.

.- Both. Ckicago - {which had also raised

Jts own quotay-and New York are doing
: gquite wellin the drive.~@ur friends in the
Windy City’write us that they are cer-
tain they will go above the $400 pledged..
New York will- have a harder time of it,
considering its large quota, but can cer-
{ainly achieve its goal.

Pittsburgh, Berkeley and “At Large”
arve represented with payments during
the fixst three weeks, although these are
below what they should be at this point.

Berkeley YSL Class

REVIEWS AND DISCUSSIONS
OF OUTSTANDING
SOCIALIST BOOKS

SUNDAY EVENINGS AT 6

| Apr. 3—George Orwell:

5 1 to Catalonia.

Apr. 10—Joseph Scholmer:
Vorkuta.

Apr, 17—Lenim:
Revolution.

-] Apr. 24—Trotsky: Stalintsm and

Bolshevism. Their Morals and

Qurs.

Af Berkeley YSL headquarters
- Rm. 31, 2161 Shattuck Ave. e

Homage

The State and

How about it,” friends? You surely are
not going to let Chicago and New York
stay ahead of you?

Cleveland and Seattle have not yet
_sent any money in. We are sure that
this situation will have been remedied by
the time of the next Fund Drive report.

The “At Large”™ and N. O.-category
hasn’t dowe too- welt so- far. -And that’s
where you, Challenge readers; come into

-the - picture. - We -have to dspend. upon

friends and.sympathizers of the - YSL

-and readers of the Young Sacialist Chal-

lenge to help us exist. The appearance of
Challenge depends upon our having the
money for it. So why not send that check
or money order today? Make checks pay-
able to Max Martin and send them to
YSL, 3rd Floor, 114 West 14 Street,
New York City.

WHAT'S THE SCORE 7

Quota  Paid In Yo
Total i $1600 $422 26.4
Los Angeles ..., 100 65 65.0
Chieago .......... 400 142 35.6
New York ... 700 179 25.6
Pittsburgh ........ 75 10 13.3
Berkeley ........... 100 12 12.0
AtLarge & N.O. 150 14 9.3
Cleveland Area 50 . .0 _ 00
Seattlé ...eew 26 . 0 0 00

Y

BERKELEY YSL PRINTS

ORWELL ON BURNHAM

The Berkeley Unit of the Young So-
cialist League has just published George
Orwell’s essay, “Jamés Burnham and the
Manegerial Revolufion” in pamphlet
form. The Orwell piece, published in

England in 1946 and generally unavail-.
‘able since then, is an outstanding analy-

gis of the ideas of Burnham. "Orwell

‘traces the development of Burnham’s

.views and demonstrates the -attraction
which political poweér, no matter how re-
actionary or totalitarian, has for Burn-

ham -and other-intellectuals of his type.

In an attractive format, and with an
-interesting forword by Fames Robertson
of the-Berkeley YSL, this pamphlet sells
for 15 cents.  The first printing of the
pamphlet has already beer sold out and
‘the unit is considering' a second print-
-ing, Whether or not one is issued will
depend upon the number of advance or-
ders. Orders for individual copies and
bundles should be sent to ¥YSL, 3rd
Floor; 114 West 14 Street, New York 11,
N. Y. The rates for bundles of 10 or
more is 12 cents per copy.

h 7

LETTER-BOX

To the Editor:

In order to clear up some confusion
among friends and sympathizers of the
Berkeley umnit of the YSL, I would like

to state publicly, and in heavy print, that -

the Berkeley unit of the YSL will defend
the civil liberties of non-vielent fascists.
Apparently it was not clear that when
we opposed the government's *“juridical
violence” against non-violent fascists,
and when we denied our own justifica-
tion in attacking non-violent ‘fascists,
that we were actually defendmg the civil
Iiberties of non-violent fascists.

Yes, we do defend the civil Libertieg of
non-violent: faseistsF ‘We alsa are for
strong. pohtxcat opposition . te such
groups, mcIudmg picket lines a.nd other
means of calling attention to the danger-
ous' symptomatic importance of such
‘groups,

-Jack WALKER
for the Berkeley YSL:

— L L |y

1 A New Kind of (ommumty
Youth Group Forms in N.Y.

By PAULA LEVINE
NEW YORK, Mar. 30—A Community

*Brotherhood ' Conferencé was held on
- March 27 at the Lenox Hill Neighbor-
.hood  Association.

The conference
brought- together over 100 young -adults
representing youth agencies and ycmng
adult groups  throughout -the city—in-
chiding B’nat B’rith, Senior Eeague of
the 92nd Street YWCA Educational Al-

-liance, Young Danocrafs NAACP youth,

and the Young Socm!mt League. -

The composition of the conference
broke down roughly into two major
groups: those representmg commumty-
service organizations whose role is pri-
marily social with a tradition of “serv-
ice,” and those: whose role is either po-
litical or social action. Into the first
category fall such organizations as B'nai
B'rith and the Senior League of the
YWCA; into the other come NAACP
and the YSL. While all are oriented to-
ward action in areas of discrimination,
there -is likely to be different views-over
establishing what such areas are, and
more important on how to cope with
them,

In addition, while all participants
were concerned and well-meaning people,
there was a grave lack of politieal in-
sight among some. On the question of
establishing a continuing council, for in-
stance, there was no conmderatlon gwéh
to the nature of ‘member organizations
other than an “interest” in the problems
of discrimination. This obviously leaves
the way open for any of a, 'variety of
Stalinist groups. Also, as is often the
case with “service” orgamzatmns, there
was no clear realization of the limita-
tions imposed upon the or‘gamzat:on both
by its composition and its role ‘in’ the

. community in relationship to already es-

tablished anti-discriminatory groups,
NEW COUNCIL

The conference was an oufgrowth of
the ‘United States Assembly of Youth held.
in 1953, For more than a year, young pec-

‘ple from this group have worked o estab-
‘lish @ conference 'which would "discuss

some of the problems .of discrimination

‘in housing, employment, education, recre-
-ational facilities and the problem of ju-
-venile delinquency”- as. wel a5 "te pro-
‘vide' an opporhinity for an- exchange of
‘ideas with--o view foward -coordinated
‘effart on the part . of Hiese' organizations

in order fo sirengthen and publicize their

‘existing programs.™

These goals were met, both in the con-
ference proper and in the later plenary
session which gave birth to a new andl
continuing council. During the plenary
session, it was agreed that New York
needed a “permanent city-wide coordi-
nating body set up by participating or-
ganizations, which could serve as a
means of exchanging ideas...and carry-
ing out jointly the common interests of
the organizations.” Motions were initi.

Columbia SDA Launches
Petition on Quemoy

The Students for Democratic Action
chapter at Columbia University in New
York City has.been conducting: a petition
campaign demanding that the United
States government keep out of war over

‘Quemoy and Matsu: The campaign is be-

ing supported by the local ‘chapter of
NAACP.

To date, over 250 students have. put

‘their names' down on the petitiom. That

the number of signers hus ot been targ-
er can undoubtedly be attributed to the
influenee of the witchhunt, for anti-war

sentiment is higher than theése figures

indicate. The SDA. initiative in this mat-

. ter is a sign of reawakening m).htancy
-on the part- of liberal-students. =

- 3 - s

‘agencies - as the Educational.

‘and yeung profess:onals.
‘Thus, we have in this mew: Ynung*---’

ated and a Young Adult Coordinating
Council is in the making.

In such a setting, we might. have ex-
pected a somewhat less than cordial atti-
tude toward the YSL. On the contrary,
YSLers were welcomed as particip,a.nt‘_s
to -the conference as well as in the Con- -

" hmnng Couneil, which will meet sgam

in three weeks;:

There were. several key ideas. hmught
“out both by speakers and in the panels
"sandwiched' between the speakers. -

(1). New York.City and the youth Gf

.New- York will, in-the rapidly approach-

ing . future, have to. deal with a new
kind of population shift. As.more and

. more middle-income families leave Man-

hattan for the suburbs, the island is be-
coming an eXample in extremes, contain-
ing industry, a limited number of. high=
income apartments, and massive slum
areas—some already degenerated beyond:
the point of human habitation and others
now being built in the form of low in-
come, national-origin segregated proj-
ects,

ARENA FOR WORK

(2) The “Puerto Rican problem,” so
much in the minds of New Yorkers, must
be approached in the light of a revolu-
tion oceurring around the world: the de-
termination of the colored peoples of the
world. to .control. their.own dast:mes .as
well as the need of ‘the: Spantsh-gpeaklng
peoples of this country to sharé ‘inm the
wealth and power of the nation and par-
ticipate in its labor force withott bemg
discriminated fgainst,

(3) Refusal to hire or the ﬂfmg of
individuals because of their ‘political or
social beliefs is a form of dlscnmmhhon
projecting blatantly from this ' city,
known throughout the country for its
progresﬁwe action in ‘anti- dlscrimmatory
meéasures in other areas. - .

Of note also is the role piayed“i‘h the
conference by the labor | movement..
Among the resource people on the em-
ployment panel was a member of the
ILGWU. Similarly, the general meniber-"
ship, particularly representmg such
Alliance,
contained many rank-and-file mémbers of
‘the same union, in addition to atudents—

‘Adult’ Council an- arens of activi :
‘to all who wish te deal democratieaily -
‘with- the problems facing the New York
community, in which we can.act in con:
junction with progressive segments of
‘other groups toward a comion goal-—
the end of diserimination against aIl
groups.

New York Symposium

PACIFISM AND SOCIALISM—
ARE THEY COMPATIBLE?

Speakers: . ﬁ~
ROBERT GILMORE F

Amer. Friends Service Committee |

MICHAEL HARRINGTO’\I '-

Young Socialist League

GORDON HASKELL y
Independent Socialist Leage

BAYARD RUSTIN
| War Resisters League

mev EVE.—APR. 15—8:30: ¥

At Gilmore’s, i *'

2. oy
'_ Sponsored by the 4 organizations X
represented.

<&

45 St. Marks PI, N. Y. C, . §°
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LABOR ACTION

POUJADE AS FASCIST PORTENT

&

THE SHOPKEEPERS'
REVOLT IN FRANCE

By A. GIACOMETTI

-PARIS, Mar. 20—For some time now France has been the preserve of
-reactionary interests who have been preying on the national wealth,
-undisturbed by an effective independent labor movement and unham-
pered by intelligent concern for self-preservatlon which might have

imposed limitations on their greed.

The fruitless attempt of the- Mendes-France government to instill

into these groups “responsible be-
havior,” such as one finds in highly

* organized monopolies, only further

pmvoked their fury. Their scav-
‘enging expeditions underline’at the
same time the decadence of the
bourgems state and the weal.ness of the
labor movement,

The latest of such scavenging expedi-

‘vhions has the advantage of seeming to ex-

spress legitimate grievances. It is the now
Hamous 'shopkeeper's revolt" led by
Pierre- Poujade..

Az is known, the “mouvement Pou-
jade” originated in the “underdeveloped”
rural  departments of central- Franee,
twhich also were the scenes of farmers'
‘demonstrations in September 1953,

The center and southwest of France is
a poor country and likely to become
‘poorer. It has mo mineral wealth. Its
“emall industry and its agriculture are
‘ot adapted to the requirements of mod-
ern production and marketing. Technical
progress does not bring wealth, as it
‘does in more industrialized regions, but
‘only ruins the artisan; rgodermzanon of
.retailing does not increase over-all sales
but threatens the shopkeeper with bank-
‘Tuptey.

Neither is this situation likely to
change unless the whole economy of the
yegion is reorganized. The population is
declining rapidly as impoverished farm-
ers nove to the cities: the depa:tment
of Lot, for instance, where Poujade’s agi-
‘tation began, had 240,000 inhabitants in
1900, 157,000 in 1938 and was down to
147,000 in 1953.

Under ‘such circumstances, it has be-
come very difficult for small shopkeep-
ers to make a living. In order to do so,
they have to resort to all kinds of make-
shift expedients, such as cumulating
‘husinesses -(the barber also sells news-
papers, ete.) ; cultivating a plot of land;
keepmg rabbits or chickens; working 12-
‘hour days and more; v:cmusly exploiting
themselves, their famd:es and their hlred
ileip

Their: life is complicated even more by
#n extremely cumbersonmie and intricate
faxation system, which includes 9. differ-
ént taxes and favors big corporations
wover -small:business.

- |AGITATOR

In-1953 ‘the latent crisis of small busi-
mess in the area became acute: the official

romise of o price drop. caused the cus-
tomers to withhold their purchases. Af the
isame time (August 1953) the fax admin-
iistration of Lot notified about 50 business-
men in fwo small fowns, Aynac and St.
Céré, of impending control by faxation
-officials.

The city council of St. Céré asked its
<head, Pierre Poujade, to take care of the
mmatter, which he did by organizing re-
-sistance and running the tax collectors
out of town.

A :few words are in order about the
man. He is a bookseller and paperdealer
in St. Céré. He is fortyish, heavy-set,
good-lookmg a successful public speaker
in a slangy way, with a slight Southern
‘accent. Before the war, he was a member
sof Doriot’s fascist PPF. During the war
ihe was. active in the Resistance move-
!ment. After the war, he joined the Gaul-
+1ist RPFE and.was elected to the St. Céré
weity eouncil on a Radieal ticket.

* One tangible outcome of the St. Cere
iincident: and of others that rapidly fol:
ﬁlowed was the creation, first of the “St.

Céré Committee,”

then within a few
weeks of .the “Union de Défense des
Commercants et des Artisans” (UDCA).

The CP, which had become very inter-
ested in this movement of grassroots re-
bellion, supported it from the beginning
and gave it a hand in setting up the
organization.

Poujade became the plemdent of the
new organization. From the beginning
he organized it on a dictatorial basis,

choosing his aides on the basis of un-.

conditional personal loyalty, disposing of
the organization’s funds in a high-hand-
ed and uncontrolled fashion, generally
allowing no influence but his own to
make itself felt, thereby greatly frus-
trating the Stalinists who still continue
to support him.

RAPID GROWTH

For a year or so, the movement re«
mained confined to central France. Then,
at the end of 1954 it began to spread
rapidly to other deparfments, multiplying
incidents, interfering with tax controls,
frustrating tax auctions, molesting tax col-
lectors. Whereas in June 1954 the organi-
zation was confined to 8 departments in
cenfral France, it was able to set up
‘Branches in 30 depariments by October
1954, and in 72 out of France's 89 depart-
ments in February 1955.

This rapid spread shows that the prob-
lems of small business are not confined to
central France. It shows even more that

-the. movement is now being supported

by more prosperous merchants and busi-
nessmen. These “new followers” have
successfully evaded taxes for years and
are in no way dependent on the UDCA
to keep them in business, but they see in
the concessions it may win a way to en-
large their profits.

Wherever the movement has spread to,
it has organized a tax strike which has
been largely successful. The strike af-
fects a tax called the “tiers provision-
nel,” which is only one of the numerous
taxes small businessmen have to pay.
Nevertheless, in February the strike was
70 per cent effective in b departments,
more than 50 per cent effective in 8 de-

partments, and more than 30 per cent

effective in 5 others. On a national seale,
this has meant a decrease of 3-4 per cent
in the total revenue of the state from
taxes.

In its provineial meetings,-the UDCA
succeeds in attracting an audience jof

.several thousand people (50-100,000 in

Paris), a performance no other organi-
zation eould hope to. mateh-at the present
time. Its membership is being evaluated
at between 400,000 and 800,000, all pay-
ing yearly dues of about $3. Its weekly,
L’'Union, has a press-run of 600,000.

‘What is the movement’s program? In
the main, it demands: the abolition of
the “Dorey amendment,” which provides
for legal sanctions against all those who
interfere with tax controls; -a total am-
nesty of offenses connected with ‘taxa-
tion; the suppression of all tax controls
until new taxation laws are passed;
equal taxation of small business and “big
business” (i.e., chain-stores, co-ops, self-
service stores, ete.).

POLITICAL THEMES

But these demands no longer consti-

.tute the main burden of the movement’s

propaganda. Since several weeks ago the
themes of its gegitation have been: pollt!.-
cal. 2 :

It has been putting pressure on the par.
liamentarians, who have been placed be-
fore the olternative of satisfying its de-
mands or not being re-elected. The impor-

tance of this sort of blackmail in a pre-

election period can be measured by its

.success, The spectacle of the intimidated

and cringing right-wing deputies in the

fiscal debate of March 19, proposing and

withdrawing motions at Poujade’s beckon-
ing, has probably undermined whatever
faith some people still may have had in
the parliamentary system.

In his numerous public speeches, Pou-

“jade has never failed to introduce vague

political themes, usually directed against
the Mendés-France government, often
reviving the mythology of fascism, His
speeches yield pearls such as these: “Our
fathers, who drank wine, were able to
win Verdun, and Mendés -wasn't

there . . .”; “Mr. Ulver, who has been

‘dropped into the Ministry of Industry, is

a one-generation Frenchman, and his
parents were picking their fleas on the
Danube. . , )"

Who is responsible for the small busi-
nessman’s plight? “The wvultures.” Who
are the vultures? “The big bosses, the
semi-big bosses and those around the big
bosses.” Also the foreigners and the nat-
uralized, the civil servants “who para-
lyze the state,” the intellectuals, ‘the
technicians, and the unions: “the labor

Dbosses, who dine with the ministers. , . .”

But “thanks to us, France has found
herself for good, we are the last chance
of the nation.” What do we want? “Pur-
ity, clarity, sincerity and honesty.” “All
united, toward a radiant future...re-
build France among Frenchmen..
honest, loyal, faithful....”

BIG BUSINESS ALLIES

While it has been spreading, the
UDCA has met a number of organiza-
tions on its path. Most of these have
either been depleted by it or have swung
into line behind it. This has been the
case for many other professional organi-
zations of large and small businessmen,
and for farmers’ organizations such as
Dorgerés’ reactionary Syndicat Agricole
de Défense Paysanne, which has linked
recent farmers’ demonstrations in the
North to the general agitation of Pou-
jade'’s followers.

The UDCA has also allied 1tself to the
powerful alecohol and sugar-beet growers’
lobby, which has forced the state to buy

25 million dollars’ worth of excess alco-
‘hol production yearly, for which there is

no use whatever besides poisoning the
population of the African colonies.

On the parliamentary level, the UDCA
has met ready endorsement by the Right
(Independents, Peasants, Gaullists), am-
biguity from Radicals and MRP, and
hostility from the SP. The CP’s position
has been equivocal throughont.

After fully supporting the movement
in its beginnings with the hope of turn-
ing it into a grass-roots “front,” the CP
goon found that Poujade’s orgamizational
methods were as totalitarian as its own,
and that the UDCA was mpre difficult to
infiltrate than had been assumed. Yet the
CP has refused to oppose the movement,
in the hope of capturing the mass of
angry shopkeepers eventually. In its
propaganda, the CP has adapted itself
to the demagogical slogans of the move-
ment: for the “little man” against the
“big bosses,” ete.

LABOR HOSTILE

Reactions from ¢the labor movement

-have been hesitant and late, but generally
_hostile. FO, CFTC and: CGC (white collar

and technicians' union) hdve come out
ogainst Poujade, and have raised strong
protest with the government for allowing

‘itself to be intimidated by the UDCA.

The attitude of the unions reflects re-
sentment against the businessmen, small
and large, who have been evading taxes
for years: while salaried workers are

. pure,

taxed on their pay-check and have to pay
taxes in full. It also’ reflects a defense
reaction against & movement which
shows all the hallmarks of potential fas-
cism, and may become a battering ram
for the Right. Finally, the unions are de-
fending the tax collectors who are affili-
ated to them, and who are being made
the scapegoats in a situation for which
they are not responsible.

The secretary general of the CGC does
mnot see “why there should be two cate-
gories of Frenchmen, one whose revenue
is known; and another who can avail it-
self of special privileges.”

Richard of FO put it this way: “If
Parliament decided that a tax strike is
sufficient o obtain satisfaction, the sal-
aried” workers may well follow this de-
testable example when the next install-
ment of the ‘tiers provisionnel” is due.
We also asked the government to order
the publication of tax rolls, as is done in
the U. 8. and in the Scandinavian coun-
tries. If no decision should come forth
on the matter, we shall invite the tax-
collectors’ union to collectively violate
professional seerecy.”

He further proposed a boycott of all
“Poujadist” enterprises by organized la-
bor. The Federal Bureau of FO in turn
denounced the “fascist conceptions of
this movement, which uses an unfair
taxation system as a pretext for spread-
ing agitation throughout the country.”

As to the CFTC, it expressed its “dis-

‘gust with the spinelessness of certain

parliamentarians” before the UDCA and
considers a protest strike to “enforce

fiseal equality between all categories of

tax-payers.”

The CGT’s position has been more am-
biguous, aligned as it is on the CP’s pol-
icy. Avoiding a direet attack on the
UDCA, it “understands perfectly that
businessmen, artisans and industrialists
should express their own dissatisfac-
tion,” but cannot admit *that this dis-
satisfaction should be channeled against
the civil servants . .. the co-ops ... and
the advantages of social security to
which the workers are attached.”

FASCIST POTENTIAL

Thus the line-up so far.

Born out of the very real grievances of
a doomed social category, the “mouve-
ment Poujade” is rapidly becoming one
more lobby for reactmnary business in-
terests. As such, it is bound to find its
main enemy in the labor movement.

What distinguishes it from other Iob-
bies is its authoritarian, “dynamic,”
mass-movement character. On the wider
social level the UDCA may thus recon-
stitute the basis for a potential fascist
movement which disappeared from

‘French politics with the collapse of the
‘RPF. On the electoral level, it may like-

wise reconstitute a grass-roots organiza-
tion for the Right, especially in south-
ern Franch where the right-wing parties
have been generally weak and where the
RPF, even at the height of its success,
was unable to make significant inroads.
Whether it will go any further in in-
ﬂuencing French politics than the RPF
did, is difficult to foretell. The coming
elections will be its first political test.

SPOTLIGHT

Continued from page 1 — ]

easily found fact that-few English politi-

‘cians have turned their party coats in-

side out twice, as has-Churchill, without
any principled reason known to man,

.woman or beast in either the Liberal or
Tory parties, each of Whmh he guit once -

when -convenient,
Churchill’s stature as statesman is in-
extricably linked with the fierceness of

‘His ‘fanaticism as a loyal imperialist,

dedicated to empire. No other man living
represents so personally the last efforts
of capitalism to keep its colonial domi-
nation fixed on the lesser peoples of the
world; no other man living so personifies
the crimes of imperialism and the well-
merited hatred and suspicion of the co-
lonial and ex-colonial- world against
Western capitalism.

For.this very reason, no other man liv-
ing so personifies the forces which have
opened so much of the world to Stalinist
demagogic infiltration; for the appeal of
totalitarian Stalinism is not based on its
own beauties but on its militant. opposi-
tion to the status quo for which the
Chnrchulls stand,

" The capitalist"world is dying of Clmr-
chillism, rotting with if, gangrening in
its outer limbs for the poison which still
fills all its veins, and gutted within by
the corrosion of the whole system. Please
excuse us if we do not raise‘our hat to

‘the retiring symbol of a whole civiliza-

tion’s dead-end.
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Marxist Policy and Social-Patriotism

Support the Chinese Stalinists in War?

Comrade Shane's reply eame in a good
deal oversize; we decided, however, to

" print it as is, on request, in spite of our

usual space restriction; but in two parts.
The shorter part follows, dealing with
war policy on China. The second part,
next week, discusses the nature of “state
capitalism” in Stalinist Chine.—Ed.

To the Editor:

In my letter to LA (Feb. 28), I put
forward the position ih a war whose
should support China in a war whose
stake was the offshore islands. The edi-
torial reply characterized this view as
“social-patriotic.” It defended that char-
acterization by this question: “When,
and how, has he discovered the right of
a revolutionary Marxist to support war
by one capitalist power against anot.hg'r
capitalist power, in this era -of ours, in
the context of an imperialist world
struggle?”

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the
long list of such wars (and wars by
semi-feudal and even slaveholding re-
gimes as well) that revolutionary Marx-
ists have supperted, including two last
yvear (Guatemala and Costa Rica). It is
sufficient to examine but one instance—
the war of Chiang Kai-shek’s China
against Japanese imperialism, between
1937 and 1941. .

Wasn’t that a war of “one capitalist
power against another”? (The semi-
feundal character of the Chiang Kai.-shek
regime, against which Japanese impe-
rialism was clearly “progressive” as the
fate of Formosa attests, reinforces this
point.) Didn’t it take place “in this era
of ours”? Wasn't it “in the context of an
imperialist world struggle” (that be-
tween Anglo-American imperialism and
German-Japanese imperialism)? In fact,
hadn’t the Chiang Kai-shek regime a!—
ready been, for over ten years, an gbedi-
ent servant of Anglo-American imperial-
ism?

In view of these facts, one may be led
to wonder ‘“when and how” every revo-
lutionary Marxist, including those now
in the ISL, “discovered the right” to
support that war.

The answer, of course, is found in the
hasic Leninist position on war in the
imperialist epoch: that revolutionary so-
cialists under no circumstances support
imperialist war, but that they continue
to support wars of national defense, pro-
vided that such wars are not component
parts of larger imperialist wars.

The then Workers Party applied this
position quite correctly when it switched
from a “defensist” to a “defeatist” posi-
tion on China’s military struggle after
Pearl Harbor. But today, in the case of
China, the editors of LABoR ACTION have
abandoned this Marxist position in favor
of refusal to support a war of any capi-
talist power in the present era (which is
already over 40 years old). What has
changed between 1937 and the present?
The Chinese revolution and the replace-
ment of Japan by America as the ag-
gressive imperialist threat to China—
changes which make the .defense -of
China more, not less, urgent.

The position of LABiR AcTION on the
offshore-islands war, “no support to
either side,” is a completely abstract one
as presented in the reply to my letter.
To justify the refusal of revolutionary
socialists to defend China against U. S.
imperialism and its agent Chiang, it is
necessary to demonstrate that the strug-
gle of China is imperialist in nature.
That can only be done by a concrete an-
alysis of the actual war. Is China seek-
ing as a war zim to dominate and ex-
ploit foreign countries and? peoples'z_ Is
China acting as an instrument of an im-
perialist power? Unless at least one of
these questions can be answered in the
affirmative, the actual war that Chipa is
now carrying on cannot be considered to
be imperialist. ‘

The facts as to the real character of
the war aims are therefore of prime im-
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portance. On this point 1 need merely re-
peat the argument I advanced in my pre-
vious letter, which the editorial reply
was unable even to attempt to contra-
vene:

“These islands are indisputably Chi-
nese territory; in the hands of Chiang
they represent a base of military opera-
tions against the mainland and of naval
blockade action against China’s normal
foreign trade. Their conquest by China
would clearly be an act of defense alone.”

As to the question whether China is
an instrument of Russian imperialism,
can there be any dispute? Today even the
American capitalist press is forced to
admit the fact of Chinese independence,
to recognize the existence of a Chinese-
Russian alliance.

Do these views constitute a “com-
pletely soeial-patriotic rationale,” as the
editorial reply claimed? “Social-patriot-
ism” means to justify an imperialist war
as a war of “national defense.” To de-
fend the victim of imperialist aggres-
sion by one’s own government, when its
struggle is in fact one of national de-
fense, has far less in common with so-
cial-patriotism than does refusal to de-
fend such a country. (Defense of China
in ne way implies cessation of struggle
against the Mao regime. The main as-
pects of revolutionary socialist criticism
of the Chinese Stalinists were indicated
by the letter of Barnes, in LA Feb. T,
which began this discussion.) ...

SHANE

ABC of Social - Patriotism

Comrade Shane is working deeper and
deeper into the social-patriotic trap
which he set for himself when he in-
vented his theory about supporting war
by a Stalinist China which is “capital-
ist.”

(1) He spends the first half of his
space breaking down an open door—de-
ducing from the word “context” (instead
of “component part”) nothing less sen-
sational than the news that “the editors
of LABOR AcTION have abandoned” some-
thing and that they bethought them-
selves to announce this '“abandonment”
only in commenting on Shane’s letter.

Nobody's abstractly proposing “re-
fusal to support a war of any capitalist
power in the present era,” ete.

The real CONTEXT of the present
war erisis over China is the imperialist
antagonism between the capitalist and
Stalinist war camps. War between Wash-
ington and Peiping would be indeed a

“*“component part” of this larger imperi-

alist-war framework, whose protagon-
ists are primarily the U. S. and Russia.

SLIGHT OMISSION

(2) Does Shane understand this real
edntext; or (to use the phraseology he
prefers) does he understand what the
Chinese issue is a “component part” of?

No. He writes revealingly: “What has
changed between 1937 and the present?
The Chinese revolution [this is what he
calls the Stalinist victory] and the re-
placement of Japan by America as the
aggressive imperialist threat to China—
changes which make the defense of
China more, not less, urgent.”

Is that all that has changed?

The only thing left out of this beauti-
ful formulation of the world context is
the fact that, since this “Chinese revolu-
tion” of his, this Stalinist China has be-
come a “component part” of one of
the rival imperialist war camps which
face each other across the world! That’s
alk: .

PUPPETS AND ALLIES

(3) Maybe Shane doesn’t think so?
Unlikely.

True, China is not a puppet of Mos-
cow (Shane says “instrument.”) It is
only in “alliance” with Moscow—only!
Shane even italicizes alliance....What
can he be thinking of?

It is as an ally of Moscow (not as a
puppet) that Peiping’s role in the war _
crisis is a “component part” of the world
struggle between the imperialist camps.

All"Shane has to do is try out his so-
cial-patriotic methodology on the other-
side of the lines. France is no puppet of
America; only in alliance with it as a
“component part” of the Western capi-
falist war camp.-Franco Spain is cer-
tainly no puppet, only in alliance as a
“component part.”...

+ ~In the very-midst'of war, England will -

be -no--puppet or “mere - “instrument” of

.- American_imperialism ;. and -indeed there-

are anti-war-socialists svho play. areund.

sl

with conditions under which they will be
willing to support this capitalist non-
puppet in the context of the imperialist
war, although not supporting the U. S.
... just as Shane is playing around with
a theory about supporting the Chinese
Stalinist partner in war but not the Rus-
sian partner,

MARXIST CRITERION

(4) But Shane’s social-patriotic ap-
prodch becomes spelled out when he rests
his case on the proposition that since the
offshore islands belong to China, we must
support this “capitalist” China in any
war which breaks out over them. He
says “It’s struggle is in fact one of na-
tional defense” (his italies) obviously
because of the fact of ownership.,

In case of war breaking out around
the powderkeg of the offshore islands,
what would the war be about “in fact”?

A Marxist (not a social-patriot) asks
the question: What is the polities of
which this war is the continuation? If
“war is a continuation of politics by

. other means,” from what politics does

this particular war flow?

It is in answer to this question—and
not in answer to the social-patriotic
question posed by Shane—that we can
decide whether the war is politically a
war of ‘“national defense” in a primary
and decisive respect.

In case of war over the offshore
islands, are the real war aims of either
side decisively based on the secondary

, question of ownership of these islands?

Since there is no imbecile in the world
who will answer yes, we need only point
out the Marxist's conclusion (not the so-
cial-patriot’s) : The politics of which
sueh o war is the continuation is the
politics of the present-day struggle for
the world between the capitalist war
camp and the Stalinist war camp.

If it is politically correct to support
the Stalinist war camp—e.g., like the
“orthodox-Trotskyist” type of Stalinoid
—then for a Marxist (not a social-
patriot) it is mnecessary to support
Peiping even if IT AND NOT THE
U. S. is the formal “aggressor” at the
start of the shooting.

But Shane has not pushed himself so
far yet, because so far he gives « social-
patriotic and not a pro-Stalinist motiva-
tion for supporting the Stalinists—just
as most pro-West social-patriots give a
social-patriotic and not a pro-cupitalist
motivation for supporting the Western
imperialist camp.

CAUTION

(5) A caution against breaking more
open doors: The fact of China’s owner-
ship of the offshore islands can be used
very profitably to demonstrate the reac-
tionary nature of Ameriean war policy;
we do not propose to ignore this fact, and
we don’t, But when Shane draws secial-
patriotic conclusions from it, we have to
teach the ABCs of socialist anti-war pol-
iey all over again.

WHIFF

(6) We wrote last time that when
Shane gefs around to dumping this new-
spun social-patriotic monstrosity of his,
he will have to invent a theory about
how his Stalinist “capitalism” is “pro-
gressive” if he wants to persist in sup-
porting Stalinism’s waxs.. ..

Well, his teratological inventive pow-
ers are at work: we get a passing whiff
of a theory, no doubt in the egg, accord-
ing to which Japanese imperialism “was
clearly ‘progressive’” as against the
semi-feudal Chiang regime. (If Japa-
nese, why not Stalinist imperialism?)
But it is only a whiff—the word “pro-
gressive’ has saving quotes hedging it in
—there is even a possible kernel of truth,
albeit misapplied—and we would hate to
provoke several pages on a brand-new
theory about the progressiveness, or
“progressiveness,” of Japanese imperial-
ism. ‘Maybe we’d all better forget about
it.—Ed.

Note:
Jam-Up in the Mail Box

Because of last week’s special pam-
phlet-issue on Yalta, and a couple of
crowded issues before that, we are tem-
porarily suffering from a overproduction
on the “Readers Take the Floor” and
Discussion settions. A number of letters
received recently are still .awaiting ' pub- .

lication. We ask their writers’ patience. .

—Ed.

Stresses Role — —

{Continued from page 4)

he writes, “are annihilated and disarme
ed.” He sees, therefore, only two alter-
natives: “[The bureaucracy] must give
the masses more food, more clothing;
more liberty, raising their standard of
living, and inereasing the production of
goods and agriculturol products”; or “we
must wait for new internal tensions, new
political crises, new coup d’étates, up un=-
til the complete self-annihilation of the
Stalinist party.”

But the revolutionary force that will
overthrow the bureaucracy does never-
theless exist. It has not only not been an=
nihilated but it has grown tremendously
in numbers and social weight since the
rise of Stalinism. I refer, of course, to
the industrial proletariat, which is just
as revolutionary in Russia as it is in the
capitalist world. Rudzienski obviously:
does not understand the significance of
his own words when he writes that
“Khrushehev & Co....are encountering
a hitherto unknown resistance from the:
masses, the powerful pressure of the
masses against the party and the gov-
ernment.” There is a serious struggle
going on; why else do they need the
slave-labor camps? And this struggle is

already, as it inevitably -must, develop-"
Ing organization and leadership, The be--

stial repressions play not only a nega-
tive but also a positive role.in this proe-
ess, as all past police regimes have
learnéd. In the prisons and slave-labor
camps the oppositionists find to. their
astonishment that they are not alone,
that they ‘are part of a nationwide strug-
gle. Thrown together, they have begun to
unite in several national organizations,
one of which calls itself “Leninist
Youth.” Out of the struggle, which has
alveady begun, will emerge the Marxist
party that will overthrow the rule of
the bureaucracy. :

Both Rudzienski and Deutscher over<
look the inevitable vise and victory of
the revolutionary opposition to Stalin-
ism. Stalinism can flourish only in indus-
trial and cultural backwardness. Russian
industry has made giant strides forward
since the October revolution. This has
been, it is true, at the expense of the
standard of living of the masses. But the
growth in industry has, as always, a pro-
foundly progressive and revolutionary
aspect; it earries with it the growth in
numbers, power, organization and con-
sciousness of the industrial proletariat,
the most revolutionary elass that has
ever existed, the gravedigger of all op-
pressive regimes. In the advanced coun-
tries of the west industrialization and
the creation of an industrial proletariat:
took place under the social regime. of
capitalism. Capitalism thus played a
great revolutionary role. This could not
have oceurred in Russia if property had*
remained in private hands. For proof of’
this we have but to look at all the other’
backward areas of the world, which have
remained backward under capitalism,

In defending the nationalized economy
against the restoration of private prop-
erty the Stalinist bureaucracy has play-:
ed a progressive role (this is, of course,.
only one aspect.of its total social role) ;.
it has defended the material conditions’
for the growth of its own gravedigger. _

In my opinion the totalitarian rule of’
the bureaucracy cannot be reformed. It.
will be overthrown either by the revolu-
tionary Russian :proletariat or by the
counter-revolutionary foreign bourgeoi-
sie. In the first case the nationalized
property will remain, cleansed of the to-
talitarian oppression. In the second case
the oppression will remain and be inten-
sified, “cleansed” of the nationalization
of property. .

' S. R,

We'd like to point out that Comrade
S. R.’s next-to-last paragraph can be
considered merely ambiguous, but insg-
far as it suggests the notorious “ortho-
dox-Trotskyist” workers’ state theory of
Stalinism it only gets in the way of a re-
ply to Rudzienski. However, this is a dif-
ferent argument. . . —Ed. I,

.
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Page Eight

Formosa War Scare——

{Continued from page 1)
_cunference with the Russian Stalinist
rulers.

Until yesterday, .the demand in the
United States for such a conference was
pretty much the stock-in-trade of the
Stalinoid and neutralist groups. Toddy it
has the endorsement of Eisenhower on
the suggestion of Senator George, and
with the more or less enthusiastic sup-
port of the liberal Democrats.

What is hoped for from such a con-

ference? Not an agreement on the unifi-
cation of Germany: that is certain. It is
epenly hinted that what is ardently de-
sired is some way of getting the Rus-
sians to put pressure on the Chinése to
aceept the status quo with regard to
Formosa, at least for the time being.
" No one has yet come out with a state-
ment of what the United States should
offer Russia, and eventually China, in re-
turn for the service of getting them off
the hook. )

ALTERNATIVES

° The State Department is obviously re-
. luctant about a “quickie” Big Four con-
ference “at the summit.” They would
prefer advance discussions in which it
would be possible tg get some idea of
what the Russians would demand in ex-
change for their “peacemaking” services.
After all, the last time Dulles conferred

with them in Berlin he was happy to get
away with his shirt, and the Geneva
Conference was even more disastrous for
American poliey.

The point is this: great power confer-
ences can only have "fruitful” results
when both sides have something to offer.
As the Yalta experience demonstrates,
when imperialist governments get togeth-
er to make a deal, what they offer each
other are slices of territory and millions
of peoples who do not belong to them,
but who do not have the power to defend
themselves, 1

'The alternatives for the American

government are pretty clear. Elthel‘ they
must follow the logic of their policy in
Asia as it is spelled out for them by
Knowland, Carney and Radford, or they
must continue to yield slices of territory
and nations to the Stalinists either
through a deal or through the kind of
helpless inertia which seized the govern-
ment during the Indochina erisis.
. They have only these two alternatives
because they- are incapable of grasping
the alternative of a democratic foreign
policy, whieh would seize the initiative
from the Stalinists by backing the na-
tional and social revolution in Asia.

NEED INITIATIVE

But the American people are not
bound by the imperialist considerations

which dictate policy to the government.
The interests of the American people;
unlike those of the capitalist class and
its governmental representatives, are not
m conflict with the democratic aspira-
tions of the peoples of Asia. Quite the
contrary. They have everything to gain
and nothing to lose by supporting these
aspirations to the full.

The first step must be an active cam-

paign to expose and resist the Quemoy-
Matsu-Formosa policy. Next comes the
demand for free, democratic elections in
Formosa, South Korea and Indochina #o
determine the desires of the peoples in
those countries with regard #o their form
of government and national affiliation.
Along with these steps must come a de-
mand fo end all support for reactionary
governments in Asia, and to give econemic
and political support to the democratic
forces in the area.
_ It would be futile to imagine that
either of the major political parties in
America is capable-of formulating and’
carrying out such a program. The initia-
tive must come from the labor movement
and popular organizations which retain
their independence from both parties.
And eventually, unless we are to be
dragged from one disaster to another, if
a progressive issue is to be found from
the dead end we have reached in Asia,
such a movement will have to organize
a political party of its own.

ADA Takes Steps Forward — —

{Continued from page 1)

bered to stress that political power is not
wielded through retreat from .principle
but through strength of political convie-
tion. What this will mean in ADA prac-
tice is another matter, to be seen.
" What could be described as the most
dramatic portion of the convention was
the floor fight on academic freedom. A
‘large section of the delegates had fully
-discussed the questions of the Stalinists’
~.right to teach on a local level before the
-convention met. This demonstrated some
-real rank-and-file participation which has
“been sorely lacking in the past.
Following the recommendation to the

-plenary session of the same vague state-

‘ment as last year, an amendment was in-
troduced which clearly defined member-
ship in a totalitarian organization as not
grounds for automatic dismissal from a
teaching position.

This -amendment had gained the sup-
port of delegates previous to the floor
fight, with differing degrees of emphasis
on the-question, but united to get ADA
on record for a minimum democratic po-
sition on academic freedom. A long-
winded debate, which was packed with
platitudes on both sides, revealed that
many delegates were loath to change be-
cause of fear of impairing respectability.
The vote was so close that it was taken
three times and the amendment was de-
feated by only 131-117.

While the advocates for a principled

position on academic freedom-were nomi-.

nally .defeated. we must regard this as a
big gain as compared with last year, when
such a position could not even be pushed
fo the floor for a vote. What is disturbing
js the fact that ADA traditionally held on
excellent academic freedom stand until a
few years ago, and that it has slipped to
the point where one must consider a close
defeat on such @ basic issue as a type of
victory.

A RETREAT y

. The remainder of the debate on civil
Jiberties, though limited, was dominated
:hy ‘the section dealing with the sedition
ilaws. In an effort to meet the demand of
~most delegates for a strong blast at the
,Communist Control Act, and to simul-
taneously remain in the eyes of the pub-
*lic as an organization of hard-hitting
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anti-Stalinists, the plenary session was
given a description of the Communist
Party that represents a grave backward
step for ADA.

For the first time in ADA’s history
the Comimunist Party and Stalinism in
general are pictured as almost solely a
“conspiracy* of sabotage and espionage
without proper recognition of its real
force: as a political movement and
ideology.

That ADA should include in its platform
a strong statement opposing the evil to-
talitarion nature of Stalinism went with-
out question, but by passing the conspir-
ey statement (by a vote of 2-1) ADA is
capitulating 4o -the McCarthy rationale of
the witchhunt, and it has extremely dan-
gerous overfones for liberals who must de-
fend the rights of all political groups re-
gardless of hate for their ideas. This an-
alysis of the nature of Stalinism should
have precluded any disagreement with
the Humphrey Act outiawing the CP. For-
tunately, ADA ceased to be logical and
consistent at this point and did call for
its repeal along with the Smith Act.

In the realm of foreign policy, the con-
vention took a rather hard line against
United States intervention in defense of
the Quemoy and Matsu islands off the
Chinese coast. As in the past, it criticized
support of Chiang's corrupt rule on For-
mosa and his present ambitions of re-
capturing the Chinese mainland. This
convention called for a UN trusteeship

and an eventual plebiscite.on Formosa.-

The delegates failed to attempt at
least to spell out in some concrete form a
possible democratic solution for the For-
mosan people which could halt Stalinist
imperialism on the one hand and
Chiang’s reactionary police control on
the other. Much of such a failure is due
to the liberal dilemma of talking self-
determination while actually giving basic
support to American imperialism,
whether it be aid to Tito, Chiang, or
masterminding SEATO.

SHIFT IN EMPHASIS

The convention expressed a change of
attitude on China’s admission to the UN,
which perhaps reflects something more
than the academic question involved.
ADA calls for eventual admission of
China after the Formosan yuestion has
been settled. The change of attitude is
marked by a shift in eémphasis from a
negative to a positive formulation, the
single benefit being that the delegates
took a step toward more clearly facing
reality on this question.

Because of ADA's commitment #o the
European Defense Community—a commit-
ment guided by its insistance on following
the brood outlines of American foreign
policy—it was no surprise fo anyone pres-
ent when the delegates reaffirmed their
position on Germon rearmament with
some misgivings. However, the doubts ex-
pressed had no connection with the redlity
of the real struggle in Europe, but repre.

-

vious years the fears of good liberals con-
cerning the rise of neo-Nazi elements to
power positions in Adenauer's coalition.

While such fears can be hailed as in-
stinctively democratic sentiments on the
parts of good liberals, it conveniently
blacks out any attempt to justify the
American position in Europe other than
the Russian “menace.” During the debate
over the Paris Treaty, a sense of futility
was evident in some speeches—“We've
gone this far, we have no choice but to
hope for the best.” Unfortunately, the
ADA can only see surface problems in-
volved with German rearmament and is
unable or refuses to dig into the implica-
tions of the United States’ frantic and
bullying methods to get the Paris Treaty
ratified.

Two or three issues that never re-
ceived any serious support by the dele-
gates, but which had been discussed by
local segments of ADA, and to a very
limited extent on the floor, dealt with
fairly recent aspects of United States
imperialism and H-bomb rattling.

CHAPTER PROPOSALS

It was gratifying to hear one of the
chapters submit a resolution condemning
U. S. intervention in.Guatemala, par-
ticularly after the long and loud silence
by the ADA leadership on this question.
The lack of discussion on Guatemala and
subsequent rejection of the resolution
was based to a great extent on the Max
Lerner thesis—the danger of Stalinist
contro]l was so imminent and horrendous
to. U. S. security that it was only the
stupidity and bungling of Dulles which
raised all sorts of embarrassing ques-
tions for U. S. prestige.

As to the H-bomb, one delegation pro-
posed that ADA call on the president to
announce thot the United States would
never be the first to use the H-bomb,
Losing by about"a 4-1 vote, it reflected o
groping awareness by small but significant
sections of ADA rank and file that the
armaments race, in nuclear weapons es-
pecially, has such awesome implications
that even an organization that supports
the armaments race has to call for limita-
tions on its Frankenstein monster.

Another resolution asking for imme-
diate cessation of H-bomb tests while
the government makes an open investi-
gation into the dangers of fallout and
other_ effects was drastically watered
down to the point of calling for investi-
gations but not stopping the tests.

While much of what ADA wrete into
its platform constitutes repetition of old
platitudes and insertion of new ones, the
sense of the discussion on a local and
national level presents some encouraging
signs for the return of the liberal move-
ment to a meaningful place in American
polities.

To a very large extent, ADA has the’

responsibility along with organized labor
to offer a clear positive democratic alter-
native in foreign policy and to wage a
broad vigorous fight in defense of civil
liberties at home. This year’s cenvertion
showed a2 small but nevertheless real
tendency of the rank and file in ADA to
p'articipate to a greater degree than in
the past in making decisions that were,
and in many cases still are, left to the
leadership.

The Independent Socialist League stands
for sccialist democracy and against the
two systems of exploitation which now
divide the world: capifalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liber-
alized, by any Fair Deal or other deal, sa
as to give the people freedom, abundance,
security or peace. It must be abolished
and replaced by a new social system, in
which the people own and control the
basic sectors of the economy, demoérati-
cally controlling their own economic mul
political destinies.

 Stafinism, in Russia -ond wherever It
holds power, is a bratal totalitarianism—
a new form of exploitation. is agents in
every country, the Communist Parties, are
unrelenting enemies of socialism and have
nothing in common with socialism—which
cannot exist without effective demogratic
control by the people,

These two camps of capitalism and Stal-
Inism are foday at each other's throats in
o worldwide imperialist rivairy. for domi-
nation. This struggle can only lead to the
most frightful war in history so long as the
people leave the capitalist and Stolinist
rulers in power. Independent Socialism.

'stands for building and strengthening the

Third Camp of the people against both-
war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement, locks:
to the working class and its ever-present
struggle as the basic progresgive force in
society. The ISL is organized to spread the
ideas of socialism in the labor movement
and among ail other sections of the people.

At the same time, independent Sociatists
participate actively in every struggle to
better the people’s lot now—such as the
fight for higher living standards, against
Jim Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of

civil liberties and the trade-union move-.

ment. We seek fo join together with al
other militants in the labor movement as
a left force working for the formation of
an independent labor party and other pro-
gressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the fight
for socialism are inseparable. There can
be no lasting and genuine demoeracy with-
out socialism, and there can be no social
ism without democracy. To enroll under
this banner, join the Independent Segjnllsl
League!
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