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Justice ' :
The conviction of Claude Lightfoot, a

CP: leader in Illinois, for violation of the
infamous Smith Act is the latest use of

this . police-state measure. It marks
another step in that for the first time
the law was-used against a single indi-
vidual. There is, however, some justice
in the coincidence that it made the news
in .the same week that the fantastic
Harvey Matusow blew another hole in

"the government phalanx of informers.

For a survey of the latter phenom-
enon, see pages 6-7 of this issue, where
the .point.is made that the number of
government informers . exposed as liars

_has vrrtually reached. the. stage<\of bemg :

a. “Higs$™ Political phenomenon.:

‘But it must be added that the Smlfh Act,
as conceived and used by the government.
would be all but inoperative without such
a string of stoolpigeons on hand for the
géverameat. The informer system is not
simply on adjunct of the Smith Act but a
necessity for it

'So, too, Lightfoot was conv1cted on

stoolpigeons’ testimony, and "convicted
not of the real political crimes of Stalin-
ism (which are not a matter for the
courts) but convicted of violation of a
police-state law.

Band-Aid, Anyone?

Like most other New Yorkers, we
travel the subways (especially mornings)
in a semi-comatose condition. For weeks
noéw a certain subway—card advertise-
ment has been staring us in the face
with a Message without breaking through
into consciousness. This week it hap-
pened. We woke up between stations to
stare at a truly fantastic sight.

.The card ad is a Civilian Defense
poster. Half of it consists of an imag-
inative photograph, depicting the ex-
plosion of an atom bomb over a big city.
The picture leaves nothing to the imag-
ination about the result. The fireball is
blanketing the whole metropolis. In mod-
ern technical jargon, this city has been
“killed.” According to the picture, a good
part of the area would be vaporized out-

{Continued on page 4)
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As Ally of Chiang, U.S. .S'upports

A Regime Which Lives for War

Dissenters

Attacking the treaty with
Chiang Kai-shek in the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee,
which passed it, Senator Morse
(Ind.,,) denounced it as likely
“greatly to increase the risk of war
in Asia.” He was supported in the
committee only by the right-wing
Republican Langer, and by no
Democrat, in his motion to amend
the treaty by specifying only the
defense of Formosa and the Pesca-
dores and no other islands.

Morse also declared that the
treaty would “involve the United
States in the Chinese civil war on

in spite of this  bold langnage,
Morse himself proposes that the
U.8. get so involved by defending
the very seat of the Chiang regime
in Formosa. He boggles only at
the idea of defending the oﬁ'—shore- '
islands.

‘Such is the type of opposmon
offered to the administration’s pro-
Chiang policy even by the small
minority of dissenters in Congress.

By BERNARD CRAMER

A murder has thrown a spotlight
on the administration of justice in

Puerto Rico under the regime of

Munoz Marin, who is presented to
American liberals as a paladin of
democracy.

A dispatch to the New York
paper La Prensa reports from San
Juan: “The matter most discussed
this week has been the exoneration
of Rafael Flores Montanez by
Judge Julio Suarez Garriga. As
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THREE
DOWN

Beria—
Mikoyan—Malenkov . . .

Next. week’s LABOR ACTION
will analyze the events sur-
rounding the downfall of Mal-
enkov gnd the changing of th_e
guard 'in the Kremlin.

the.side of Chiang Kai-shek.” Yet, ..

i

P A R R e ) RS S R e

By GORDON HASKELL

The whole world is holding its breath as the Amerxcan Seventh Ve .8

..1

Fleet begins massed operations off China’s mainland. The evacuationh of
the Tachen islands, in itself a retreating operation, brings the military
forces of the United States and China closer than they have been since

‘the end of the war in Korea, and under circumstances where the smallest

slip, the slightest misinterpretation of orders by a commander on the

spot, could produce a military

“incident” of major proportions. Hence, ~

even if no one believes that the Americans or the Chinese Stalinists
actually want war or are planning on war, few believe that war under

these circumstances is impossible.

.

Why is there any possibility that the Stalinists will 1nterfere w1th
this evacuation, when they will be able to take the Tachens without a
blow the minute the last of Chlang Kai-shek’s troops have left?

... If the Stalinists were of a mind to mtervene they would not_h .ve
"to make the case fo the world that Chiang’s tro6ps ars being withdr

from the Tachens so that they can fight the Stalinists under better cir-
cumstances at another time. Chiang has made the case for them.

On the day the Tachen withdrawal began, he announced to the'
world that this action is part of the 'positive preparations for the
counter-attack [against the mainland] and not a negative stand.” "The

most important task which this government faces,”

he declared, "is to

counterattack the Communists and recover *he mainland.” '
That is an open challenge, if not an invitation, to the Stalinist gov-

MURDER IN PUERTO RICO
Shows the Political Climate

is public knowledge, Rafael Flores
Montanez clubbed to death Victor
Carrasquillo. Montanez alleged
that he had killed in self-defense
and the public officer did not ques-
tion the word of the killer and
considered that he had acted with
justification.”

But this is not a routine barbcr-
ous slaying. Two public facts about
it expose the atmosphere of politi-
cal persecution of opponents which
prevails in the so-called "free
state” under the Munoz regime.

In the first place, the vietim
Carrasquillo was a well-known Na-
tionalist Party supporter. Last
March, when scores were arrested

* in Puerto Rico on the mere ground

that they belonged to- the same
political party as the four who fired
shots at the floor of Congress-in
Washington, he was among those
taken in. He was among those ac-
quitted by the jury—as La Prensa
says, “a jury composed of 12 citi-
zens completely free of any sus-
picion of sympathy for the Puerto
Rican Nationalist movement.”
Before this, Carrasquillo had
served as a prinecipled political ob-
jector against the American army
{Continued on page 4)

ernment of China to try to stop this
redeployment of troops. And it is
qulte in character for the Chiang
regime.

WAR-PROVOKERS '

For his is probably the only gov-
ernment in the world whose exist-
ence, in the most obvious, direct,

and short-run sense, depends on an

early war; which has everything to
lose through peace; and yet which
is completely incapable of waging
or winning the war it needs unless
it can involve the United States di-
rectly in it.

Thus, one of the reasons for 'l'lle
world-wide apprehension over the
Tachens evacuation is obvious.
America’s partner in the operation
is an open, avowed, incurable war-
provoker. No matter how firmly the
reins are held, there is always the
chance that he will break loose in °
some desperate attempt to get
America and China into #he war.

And the world knows quite well -
that Chiang does not stand alone in
his desire to settle accounts with
the Stalinists with American arms.
There is also the Knowland wing '
of the Republican Party; the chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, '
Radford; and a big batch of gen- -
erals who agree with him. -

SUN-BATHERS WARN ST

It appears that to this group we |
can now add the execufive council *

-of the Ameriean - Federatlon of

{Turn fo last pdge)
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"~ but the extension of our press.
. world moves from crisis to crisis, the mes-

Pa_gé Two

By JACK WILSON

AFL-CIO Unity Has

euther Boxed In

DETROIT Feb. 6—While the prospect of labor unity between the Amer-

" ican Federation of Labor and the Congress of Inllustrial Organizations -

_is viewed as a major blessing as well as a foregone conclusion in most
labor circles, it seems more like a shotgun wedding to the UAW.

- Walter Reuther, CIO and UAW
president, seems to be boxed in;
and in-no position to demand the
kind of terms from the AFL which

i-~-would eliminate some-obvious evils in the
“-American labor movement.

i . Spearheaded by Dave Macdonald of the

- Steelworkers, most CIO officials are rush-

ing to ‘sign any kind of unity agreement
which would put them in a posxtlon com-
parable to their colleagues in the AFL,
-both power-wise and financially speaking.

The kind of unionism foreseen by these
bureaucrats wag symbolized this week by
the ‘embarrassing story—embarrassing

- to Walte_r Reuther—that came from Mi-

ami ‘Beach. It was published that Reu-
ther’s headquarters for the negotiations
were at the $120-a-day rate at the Roney
. -Plaza Hotel, much to Reuther’s personal
d}shke and to the amusement of the AFL
- and CIO officials who love to bask in the
réﬂected glory of the wealthy vacationers

n Florida.

“*While Reuther finds it difficult to hide
his: dislike for this kind of ostentatious
hvmg, he finds his dislike for the com-
pany of many AFL officials (especially
Da:ye Beck) almost impossible to conceal.

~Nor can he hold out for the kind of no-
raiding agreement that is vital to decent
unity, . fo prevent many smaller inions
“from being swallowed up by ambitious

- people like Beck. Nor can he get any seri-

ous .action on the grave problem of rack-
efeering in AFL unions.

‘§E.. FUND DRIVE

In the UAW, one regional director is '
slated for the skids simply because he

seems to own too much property and too
many saloons. This is hardly a’ recom-
mendation for re-election in a unien like
the UAW, while this same individual
would be a piker or almost a paragon
of virtue in the Teamsters Union, for
example.

But "the insistence of MacDonald on
unity at any cost—especially at the pros-
pect .of cutting Reuther down to size—
and his obvious determination to split
the CIOQ if Reuther continues to press
for any better terms than those now of-
fered by the AFL, has taken away
Reuther’s power.

Nor is this simply a matter of Reuther

being reduced in stature to just another

AFL vice-president. There are many fen-

dencies within the UAW itself to ape AFL
business-unionism and this development
will get a spurt and sopport in an AFL
organization.

Against this unwelcome trend, the
UAW and Walter Reuther have one main
weapon: the determination to put on a
campaign for a 1955 negotiations vie-
tory which will cause sufficient discon-
tent in more complacent union® to bring
some revitalization of the American la-
bor movement. This may well turn out
to be Reuther’s last stand against the
pressures of status-quo unionism.

~ Q ‘

Weddmgs and Tails . . . AFL Puzzle ... The Cold Fmger,

By BEN HALL

When George Meany  met reporters’

after the Miami winter meeting of La-
- bor’s League for Political Education, he

. complained bitterly about the choice by

the Democrats of Representative Graham
A. Barden of North Carolina to head the
House Labor Committee. Barden, he said,

. was hostile to labor on all issues—a sim- -

ple truth.

- Of course, he hastened to add, the- Re-._
publican 1abor policy was hopelessly anti-

labor. However, he emphasized, the AFL
was not wedded to the Democratlc
Party.”

This last phrase is becommg a common-
place in the labor niovement. Reuther has
just reminded us that the CIO is not
“the tail to the Democratic kite.”

What remains puxzling is this: if labor
rejects the Republlccn Party and if it is
not a wedded Demotcratic tail, where will
it .go if the. Demoeratic Party is' not
satisfactory?

A wedded woman can always go home
. to mother. An unwedded labor movement

can hardly go home to a Republican. Just

our way of saying that a labor movement
which wants to assert its independence
must hold the door open to a new party.

AFL Puzzle

The AFL Executive Council, also meet-
ing in Miami, voted for full support to
Eisenhower’s Formosa policy. In fact, it
warned, somewhat like right-winger
Knowland, against any concessions- to
the Mao regime. .Recognize Communist
China? Never, at least not until the
people of China had a chance to vote in
free elections. Until that time, the U. 8.
should recognize enly the Chiang regime.

A .very novel position! As long as a
dictatorship rules the mainland of China,
we are to defend a dictatorship on For-

On the Mark the Goal Is 106

By ALBERT GATES
Fund Drive Director

On February 15 the Independent So-
cxahst League will open its 15th Annual
Fund Drive. The 1955 campaign has a
goal of raising $10,000 to sustain the
ISL and the press, the New International
“and LABOR ACTION.

“There never was a more important time
than now not merely for the maintenance
As the

suge of. socialism, independenf and inter-

: nu‘honal socialism, is more urgeni than

ever. There are not many such voices in
our land, or in the rest of the world.
The crisis in the world is now reflected
in the danger of war; it is also reflected
in the decline of democracy. It doesn’t
take a keen eye to see that the voices
rajéed against the danger of another
world imperialist war, and against the
attacks on democracy in the form of at-
tdeks on civil liberties, are not many.
-Judicial pricesses by “committee hear-
Jngs, or the establishment of 2 national
index by an attébrney general’s “subvers-
ive list,” followed up by state proserip-

" tion lists, have become part of everyday

life. Thesehave produced private “watch
and ward” political censor groups, which
act like vigilantes in almost all sectors
of American life. The black list is be-
coming a norm in the country..

The worst feature of this government-
inspired development is the difficulty in
obtaining due process against adminis-
trative acts without legal precedent.
Thus, the attorney general’s list, drawn
up in secret, without charges made
against organizations, and without any
hearings whatsoever, has become the na-
tional index, even though it has no legal
standing in a court of law.

Yet the voices raised against this un-
happy development have been few in-
deed. Even those who have been fighting
against this, like the ISL and its press,
have  received small support.

Right now, the ISL has one case in the
Distriect Court of Appeals in “Washing-
ton, the Shachtman case. Max Shacht-
man, national c¢hairman of the ISL, was
denied a passport on the sole ground
that the ISL was on the attorney gen-
eral’s list. That case is, in effect, a chal-
lenge to the légal standing of the list.
Through the aid of the Wo rkers De-

; ‘they may think ewpedient.

_—does

 Mark Twa’ih -oh.loyalty

- You see my kind of loyalty was loyalty to one’s country, not to its institu-

tw'ns or itg office-holders. The country is the redl thing, the substantial thing,

© ‘the eternal thing: it is the thing to watch over; and care for, and be loyal to;

. mstztutzons are extraneous, they are ‘its wmere clothing, and clothing can wear

- out, become ragged, cease to be comfortable, cease to protect the body from

wmte'r disease and death. To be loyal to rags, to shout for rags, to wo¢sh1p
. .Tags, to die for rags—that is o loyalty of unreason, it is pure animal;

’ belongs to monarchy, it was invented by monarchy; let monarchy keep it. I
.o was from Connecticut whose constitution declares “that all political power is
.. .inherent in the people, and all free governments are founded on their authority

and instituted for their benefit; and that they have at all times an indeniable
and indefeasible right to alter their form of gover'nment m such a manner as

: Under that gospel, the citizen who thinks he.sees that the commtmwealth’
4l . political clothes are worn out, and yet holds his peace and does not agitate for
o} e wew suit, is “disloyal; he is a traitor. That he may be the only one who thinks
he ‘sees thzs decay, does not éxcuse him; it is his duty-to agitate any way, and it
.48 the duty of ‘the others to vote him down if they do mot see the mutter as he
MARK TWAIN, “A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthui’s Court.”

fense League and the interest shown in
the case by Norman Thomas, we were
able to obtain the services of Joseph
Rauh as counsel. But the case has not
yet received the wide support it deserves
from those organizations who should be
in the thick of the fight.

We have had to go it almost alone. All
of this is in preparation for our long-
standing -demands on the attorney gen-
eral to grant a hearing to the ISL. After
we had complied with all the regulations
in Executive Order 10450, the very busy
and very political attorney general has
yet to set the promised date for a hear-
ing, one year and a half after the ISL
replied to the interrogatories’ of the De-
partment of Justice.

More recently, the New York State
Civil Service Commission, employing the
attorney general’s list, put the ISL, with-
out notification or a hearing, on a list of
its own. That action will be challenged
by the ISL. It has already enlisted the
aid of the New York Civil Liberties
Union and its counsel, Osmond K. Fraen-
kel.

The ISL is fighting not only in its
own name; it is carrying on a fight that
belongs to the whole labor and liberal
movement. But the labor movement is

sadly and shamefacedly silent about the
.whole busines$; it says little about these

things and does even less. The liberal
movement is sharply divided on these
questions. A large part of the liberal

movement, because it -is compromised on.

the question of war and imperailism, ra-
tionalizes the blows against civil liber-
ties on the ground that most of it is di-
rected against the Stalinists. But these
liberals remain silent even -when anti-
Stalinists are viectimized.

These are some of the reasons why the
ISL 1955 Fund Drive is more important
than ever. Our quota is not as great as
in former years, but-our needs are cer-
tainly greater.

We call upon all our readers and
friends to help us in this fight we are
making.

Below we print a list of local quotas
for the ISL. The ISL will -do its part;
but it needs help, more help than'’it has
received in other years.

lee us a hand to fight our cases'
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mosa, But Hle'AFL.‘-which is anxious foi'
free elections in China, has. regretably
little or no influence with Mao. But it has
some influence in the United States, which
supports a military -dictatorship on For-

mosa. Why not demand free elections ang’

full . democracy for’ the Formosans? -
N .:5 {

The Cold Finger

In his radio broadeast of J anuary 23;
CIO .commentator. John W. Vandercook
way’ «dubious -over’ Elsenhowers_ poliey,

. Heé'is i a hopeless muddle-over the prob-
lem; he sees nothing wrong with sup-.
porting dictator Chiang, and he yearnq-

for a return to Truman’s pelicy..

As, for example:
wonder if Mr. Eisenhower may now re-
gret that he abandoned the Truman pol-
1cy of keeping the Chiang Kai-shek re-
gime in exile from taking potshots at
the Communists. While that policy was
in effect, the Formosa strait area was
quiet.”

Vandercook comments not at all abou’b
quiet and noise in other parts of Asia
under the Truman regime; say in Korea.

But what we want to highlight about

his radio broadcast is his recognition of

the mood of our times as reflected in thé

Formosa discussion: "In the House an in-
visible, cold finger of wadarning Iuy on
every shoulder—the warning that is one
of the peculiar afflictions of our time and
one of its great dangers—the warning
that a politician, of any party, who dares
even to discuss an official policy in rela=
tion' to a Communist power, will invife
by his daring the deadly charge that he
is an dppeaser, or is even sympathetic to
the Reds.” . .

d \

Spirit of the Times TV

While on the spirit. of our tlmes, we
are reminded of ‘the formation. of a

‘Léather Werkers Organizing Comiiittes <
of the CIO whose task it will be to unify °
‘several locals which have seceded flOIrl"
the Stalinist-dominated Fur and Leather

Workers Union and fo begin a ‘drive to

win the majority of leather workers back '

into the CIO. R

The committee is chaired by a well-
known labor official, R.J. Thomas, who

was last headlined in a desperate strug- -

gle to hold on to the presidency of the
UAW, a struggle in which he held on to-a.

last-ditch alliance with the Stalinists. .
LWOC rules exclude from membership

anyone who is a member of the Commu-
nist Party or who follows its line.

Many unions have inserted such clauses

in their constitutions. But the action of -

the LWOC is nonetheless significant. This

is the first important C1O organizing com-- .

mittee to be set up under the administra-
tion of Walter Reuther. The UAW constitu-

tion does not exclude CPers from mems

bership.

‘The following possibilities are sug-
gested:

in a direction calculated to satisfy right-

wing elements in the labor movement; or -

(2) that Reuther, in the search for re-
spectability, permitted the LWOC to
adopt its rule without eriticism from
him but does not intend to force such a
rule into the UAW; or (3) that Reuther
mildly and gingerly questioned the clause

.but quickly withdrew under pressure
from CIO Vice-president Riffe, represen=. .

tative of the Steel Workers Union,

Give us a hand to keep our fine press .

going for the coming year! Contribute
to the ISL Fund Drive!

QUOTAS .
National Office ... ... $1500
New York
Chicago ..o
Los Angeles
Bay Area ...
Newark ... ...
Philadelphia
Buffalo ...
Detroit ... ..
Pittsburg ...
Seattle ... ..
Cleveland .~
Indiana ...
Akron . .
Reading ..:
Oregon
St. Louis ...

“One can’t help_but,

(1) That this portends an at~ |
tempt to change the UAW constitution .

& -1
T
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By BERNARD DIX

| Step into
ey Labor Post?

- LONDON, Feb. 2—This week there began the process of choosmg a man
- for one of the most important positions in the British labor movement.
~ The position is that of general secretary to the Transport and General
. Workers’ Union which, with over 1% million members, is the largest

trade union in the world and one which has a decisive voice in many

matters concerning British labor.
The election is necessary because

.- Arthur Deakin, the present general
- secretary, reaches the age of 65 in

November and must therefore, ac-

cording to the union rules, retire

from office. His successor will be

- .chosen by a ballot vote of the whole

membership—or those prepared to

- cast their votes—and the nomina-

tion papers for the election have

- this week been dispatched to the

4,000-0dd branches maintained all
over Britain.©
Arthur Deakin was elected sec-

_petary in 1945 as successor to Er-
. niest Bevin; but he had in fact been
- doing the job since 1940 when Bev-
_in resigned active participation in
. the union on becoming minister of
.labor in Churchill’s wartime coali-

tion government. - Six candidates

“offered themselves for election in
"1945 and Deakin scored an easy
.victory .by topping the poll. with
- 203,314 votes; this was more than

the total number of votes received

, by the other five candidates.
.+ Deakin's period of office as the
.Secreiury of this giant union. is not

likely to go unremembered by the
British. labor moyement. - In par-

ticular it is not Ilkely to be forgot-.

ten by laber's left wing, which has
found itself in constant conflict with
Deakin and the 835 votes which he

-controlled at the Labor Party An-
-nual Conferences. On every major

issue Degkin has lined up with the
-pight wing in no uncertain manner;
time after time he has been the
.spearhead of the right wing attack
.with his hard-hitting speeches dt
the BLP annual conferences.

At the 1952 conference, for example, he
was. billed to deliver to the Labor Party
fraternal greetings on behalf of the
‘Trade Union Congress. His actual speech
could hardly be called fraternal! He
lunged aggressively. at the Bevanites,

- whom he accused of “creating a mistrust

which will destroy the confidence of the
people of this country in the Labor Party
as an effective instrument of parliamen-
tary government ”»

- RIGHT-WING HATCHETMAN

. He claimed that the Bevanites had or-
ganized a caucus within the party and
warned them that an organization would
be set up to counter it. He further de-
manded that the Bevanite weekly T'rib-
une- cease what he called its “vitupera—
tion” and “carping criticism.” This
speech it must be recalled, was made the
day after the elections had taken place
for the National Executive Committee
when the Bevanites had captured six out
of the available seven places and had un-
seated Herbert-Morrison in the process—
a-factor which greatly annoyed the right
wing.

" This speeck of 1952 is not an isclated
éample of Deckin's attitude- towards the
feft wing—it is a characterization of his

_mormal ‘behavior. He has consfunﬂy, used

every.weapon at his disposal in order to
frustrate left opinions and to s:lenee crit-

-iqs of the efficiai party line.

.Last - October -when the. dockers . were
engaged in one of. Britain’s most impor-
tant post-war strikes Deakin used évery
endeavor to stiffe the left wing, even to
the extent of ‘prompting the Labor Party
eXecutive to .use the threat of expulsion
against - Michael Foot, Jennie Lee and
J. P. W. Mallalieu—the three Bevanite
MPs who comprise the editorial board of
Tribune.

¢ The row-.blew up when Deakin, in a:
§peech at Birmingham, was reported to

N

have said that the strike on the docks

-was a Communist-inspired plot. -T'ribune

immediately hit back by stating that
Deakin, in wmaking such allegations,
proved that he did not know what the
strike was about and that he had little
interest in finding out. It also delivered
a further well-aimed blow at Deakin by

-.pointing out that he had made this allega-

tion at Birmingham—an inland city—
and that he had not even bothered to at-
tend dockers’ meetings held ‘in London.
Following - this article the General
Council of the TUC, of which Deakin is

.8, very prominent member; complained to
"~ the NEC ‘of the Labor Party, which in

turn complained to the editorial board of
Tribune. In its letter of complamt the
NEC stated that the article was an “un-
warranted, irresponsible and scurrilous
attack upon the leadership of the Trans-
port. -and General Workers’ Union,” in
other words upon Arthur Deakin. The

“letter further asked the editorial board
_ of Tribune how such an attack was recon-

ciled with membership of the Labor
Party. Thus the Bevanites were plainly
told that their opposition to Deakin could

“lead to expulsion from the party.’

The outcome of this conflict was a
lengthy article in Tribune in which the
three Bevanite MPs justified their posi-

_tion and pressed home their attack

against Deakin and the right wing in
general. Then—just for.good measure—
they reprinted in full the article which

"had originally given offense to Deakin.

Faced with this gesture of defiance, and
the support which it received amongst
the party rank-and-file, the NEC ‘were

_forced to play on the soft pedal, and the

storm gradually “blew out leaving T»ib-
une the undoubted victor and Arthur
Deakin still not “compensated” for the
attacks made upon him.

CANDIDATES

So much for Deakin. What of likely
successors?

The favorite, is considered to be the
present assistant general secretary, Jock
Tiffin. A man in many ways similar to
Deakin, he has also made an impression
as an outspoken antagonist of the left
wing, thus following the foosteps of both
Deakin and Bevin. Tifin was for some time
chairman of the London Labor Party and
many of the conferences over which he
‘presided were the scene of stormy debates
in which he always played a prominent
part in resisting the pressure of the left.

A further likely successor is the pres-
ent chairman of the London Labor Party,
Charles Brandon. A quiet and placid

- man he is entirely a different character

from either Deakin or Tiffin. Although

he is known to be a firm friend of Her-.

bert Morrison and generally sympathetic
to the rlg:ht wing, he displays none of
the aggressiveness of the other two; his
chairmanship .of the-London Party has
been marked by the fair manner in which
he has conducted himself.: His present
posxtlon in thé unions that of the Lon-
don area secretary—which means he is
responsible for nearly 1,500 branches
containing 358,000 membérs, a. foree to
be reckoned with if it swings to his sup-
port in this election,

CP's ROLE

. Besides these two contestants there are
likely to_ be several others who_ stand
much. less chance of being elected. In

- the absence of a ecohesive left force in

the union it is 1mposs1b1e to foresee
whether a candidate is- likely to appear
who will present a challeng‘e to. both Tif-
fin and Brandon on issues of _policy rath-
er than administration and personahty.
As is common in such affairs rumors are

rife but few. of them seem to have suf- ‘

ficient foundation to rely upon.

"One. of the points of interest likely to
develop during the election is the attitude
of the Communist Party. For some years
now the union hds prohibited members
of the Communist Party from holdmg‘

ATurn to last, pcgei

LONDON LETTER

By DAVID ALEXANDER

Britain Is Fumbling with
Colored Immigrant Issue -

t

LONDON, Feb. 2—Britain is facing a rising problem of dlscr1m1natlon
against colored immigrants, especially workers from the West Indies.

One of the important quotas of the McCarran Act limited the nums-
ber of West Indians entering the United States to 100 per year, whlch
virtually prevented them going there to seek work.

It is estimated that of the work-
ing population of the West Indies
one third is unemployed or under-
employed ; furthermore only about
half the marriages are of a: per-

manent nature, while families are -

large.

The ease ‘with which manufactured
goods can be sent to the West Indies, the
clemency of their climate, and the happy
disposition of their people have all tended
to discourage capital investment in indus-
try to the advantage of a flourishing
tourist industry for wealthy Americans
and Britons.

This chronic underemployment forces
West Indians to emigrate. Nowadays since
the McCarran Act, they. have come to

Britain to seek wo_rk in a country of full

employment.

'CROWDED IN SLUMS.

Many of them have had fo sell valuable
possessions to enable them and their fam-
iies to make the journey. It costs each
adylt at least 40 weeks’ full wages, and

‘many have been saving, for years.

On arriving in Britain most have set-
tled in London, Liverpool and Birming-
ham. Because of their poverty they have
settled in the slums, and many are living
at a.very high density per house because
they cannot afford rents. As in other parts
of the world, economic factors like these
have forced them to live in circumscribed
districts.

Their lack of technical training has
meant that they have had to concentrate
in particular jobs. In Birmingham, for
instance, many work as casual laborers
in the light steel plants. In London they
are employed as bus.conductors, railway
porters, etc. The majority are employed
in nationalized industries or in the Civil
Service, because of prejudice among prjv-
ate employers.

Unfortunately, the trade unions have
not always taken the most progressive
line., Their official policy is against dis-
crimination at every level, and. they have
obtained guarantees that they will not be
employed at lesser rates than are paid to
other union members, .

Yet in Birmingham and in London there
have been occasional stoppages of bus
crews. Some conductresses are said to
have objected to the employment of Ne-
groes - “because they were frightened.”
However, last month the Birmingham
Trades Council passed a resolution against
any discrimination. This was given wide
publicity.

Birmingham and Brixton—a district of
London — have recently been concerned
about the position of West Indians. Some
welfare organizations are gen»uinely con-

cerned about their overcrowding; some.

political organizations want an excusé to
exclude them.. The Home Secretary re-
cently appointed an adviser to the West
Indians in Birmingham. He has been
inundated with requests for lodgings, for
work and for legal aid. Brixton is organ-
izing a committee to help them.

Different ideas, however, motivated Os-
borne, a. Conservative MP, whe introduced
a bill to limit the number of immigrants
into England.

Though he denied 1t it was: obvxously
directed against West Indians. In defense

of his bill, many Tories pointed out that
.Englishmen could not travel freely to the
West Indies, to Canada, or most of the
dominions in the empire. Osborne wanted
to see that all immigrants were in good
health, had some guaranteed support in
this country, and had work to go to when
they arrived:

" The Tories pointed out that many West
Indians were living on National Assis~
tence because they could not find suitdble
work. They did not point out that its was
only a very small per. cent of the total
who had not found work so far, nor that
the reason for Commonwealth restrietion
on immigrants was prec1se1y to keep out
colored people and “unde51rab1e" M1dd1e
Europeans.

In this connection, when Menzies, Prlme
Minister 'of Australia, was asked in a
television interview why colored people
were not allowed to emigrate . there, he

" replied that it was not that. Australlans

did not like colored people but that. they :

" felt they had a right to decide what’ types ’

of people entered their country. Everye e
knows that it'is to preserve Australia from
“the Yellow Peril” of Chinese, Malays and .
Japanese

"It is said that thére are 20,000 col- 5
ored people in ermmgham it is’ sa;d :
that this number of West Indians 1ntends

_to come over annually. So far, however,

few statistical studies have been made,
and most statements are loaded with prej=
udice. It is, however, true that — as

»Bustamente said recently —_ Immany more

men than. women’ are. commg Br
If emigration is to be any sorf "solutmn
to the economic problems of the West
Indies, more women will have to leave. - 5

AID THEM ABROAD = T
Fears have been expressed that Brita,iii

will be “overrun” by colored people. This
idea is not only childish but unwerthy. It

"has been pointed out that when slavery
“was abolished in- England in the early 19th

century, the proportion of colored people
was much higher than it could possibly

- be were the whole population of Jamaxc;

to come over here.

As socialists we don’t bother to incline
our ears to such nonsense, but I quote it to
demonstrate the shallowness of the ration-
alization some people use. .

The West Indians’ case is foolproof,
They don’t like the climate here; some
people don't like them here. If the British
government does not want them here,
why not invest more money there to pro-
vide more work? Furthermore, why did
the British government make agreements
to take large quantities of sugar and ba<
nanas from Cuba, when the labor 51tuat10n
was far worse in Jamaica—and it is re-
sponsible.

Meanwh11e the recent elections m .faq
maica have brought in Mr. Manley and
his Labor Party. Manley is considered ta
be a man of integrity, though not such
a demagogue as Bustamente—the Minister.
of Transport and leader. of the last. gov-

ernment. It remains to be seen whether .

Manley—a respectable 1awyer—w111 be -
able to take serious measures in the face

of the British governor-general to allevxv :
ate the severe economic dépression Which: -

,forces so many unhappy West' Indiars fo’

leave ‘their beautiful ‘islands i sedarch oﬂ
work.

N

Note The date has been changed to | : :'
‘FRIDAY, EVENING 'FEBRUARY 25—8:15 p.m.

-MAX SHACHTMAN |
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--from Stalinism?

_after the Second World War. It is per-

" Knight

» .. -pany, 114 West 14 Street, New York 11, N. Y.—

DEFECTORS

By BOB BENDIX.
_ The current issue of Look magazine

" has a little piece on a less well-known
. sidelight in cold war, the fate of those
" “who choose freedom.”

" There are, after all, only a few Krav-

" chenkos who make the transition from
the relative comfort afforded to a minor

Stalinist bureaucrat to the even. greater -

- comfort of a best-seller in the West.

‘What happens to the rest of the refugees

It is well known that a number of of- -
ficial and semi-official propaganda agen-
cies of the U. S. lay a great emphasis on
‘Stalinist defectors, particularly if the
defector happens to be a former MVD

_man, thdat is to say, ex-butcher. Special
. provisions in the McCarran Act exist for

the purpose of smoothing the way to the
land of milk and honey of the fortunate:
ones who choose freedom if . . . if there
is some immediate propaganda benefit to
be gained from his defection from the
Kremlin.

But thousands escape; thousands of
faceless—and politically unimportant—
citizens of the USSR make their way to
Western Germany every year. Their fate
is an indictment of U. S. propaganda
even in the eyes of people who accept
‘the American camp with few if any
quahﬁcations

Today we know-—and many liberals
are still silent about—the fate of hun-
dreds of thousands of DPs immediately

hzps one of the worst betrayals that can
‘be laid at the door of the Western Allies
during the period of amity that followed
Yalta: and Teheran. Thousands were de-
ported foreibly into the hands of the
Stalinists; the MVD had a free run of
a number of DP camps and was actively
aided by the police of a number of West-
ern countries in hunting out those who
refused to go back.

- UNRRA, administered by New Deal
liberals ‘and probably unusually heavily

_fnﬂuenced by the Stahmsts, cooperated

Joe Knight

In sorrow. we report the death of a com-
rade of long standing in Cleveland, Joe
Knight. From early youth, when he was*
dn itinerant worker and active member
of the IWW, Joe Knight had dedicated -
Himselt to the freeing of the working
class from political, economic and social ’
in}ustice

‘He'was at one time 2 national leader of
the Proletarian Party, devoting full time
to organization work. His political devel- -
opment led him independently to the posi-
tmns of the Workers Party and the ISL.
After many years of organizing and teach-
ing, “Comrade Knight was forced to refrain
from active participation in the socialist
struggle, but he carried his convictions
firmly to the end, and never gave up his
hope for the emancipation of the working
class.

- The ISL, and its Cleveland branch in
particular, marks the passing of Comradae
with .renewed determination to
accomphsh the goals for which he had

‘given S0 much ‘of his hfe
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'LOOK' LAMENTS THE FATE OF
THOSE WHO 'CHOOSE FREEDOM’

Business Mgr.: LG SMITH | | three).

fully in the efforts of the Stahmst re-
gimes to foree the return of its reluctant
citizens, LaGuardia and Lehman (who
headed that agency). might or might not
have known about its role, but its role is

. documentable. It refused food to “trouble-

makers” and put every conceivable pres-
sure on'the DPs t6 return.

- The fate of most of the Russian citizens
who. had been. exposed to the temptations
of the West was years of forced labor.
And in all probability the fact that they

"hcd been iurned over- to the Russians by

U.'S. or British army authorities helped

“ them get a _better perspective on the reali-

ties of power poimcs today.

'DISHEARTENED

However today, presumably, we have

“learned.” After all turning the DPs over

to the tender mercies of their oppressors
was soniething that came as a part of the

alliance with the Soviet Union, and can .

be blamed on Roosevelt and his liberals
(so the line goes); today we know that
Stalinism must be fought and that we
must appeal to the peoples of Eastern
Europe. . . . Endless books are written to
prove that our best allies are the Russian
people; Radio Free Europe spends huge
sums on its propaganda work. Movies
are made about the mass of staunch dem-
ocrats who long for a chance to cross the
Iron- curtain to fight for freedom; ete.
Thd article in Look, slickly Illustrated
shows a rather unattractive dentention

_camp. It features articles about a num-
“ber of the inmates.

For example: a
family of three living on relief ($35 a
month). For example: a number of
former privates and officers in the Rus-
sian forces who “are snarled up by red
tape” and have no place to go—who cer-
tainly cannot come to the United States.
_ In interviewing one of the deserters the
articles p s to consider the fact that
after three years in the defention camp
he is almost ready to go ‘back to whcfever
fate awaits a deserter in Russia.

The fate of such men can help to ex-
plain why there are fewer deserters now
than there were a few years befofé, ‘It
must have taken years before the would
be deserters came to believe that their

_ fate in the West would be almost exactly

what the Stalinist propaganda said it
would be. ) ]

Currently a major appeal for further.
funds for Radio Free Europe is under
why. Many labor and liberal leaders are
associated with this organization, It is
to be wondered how much they know
about a campaign which asks men to risk
their lives to escape to Western Europe,
knowing full well that they will be left
to rot in various detention camps for
years to come,

4 N
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to speal your mind in the letter coluortn
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letters of general political interest, ve-
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Labor Action FORUM

New York

Thursday, Feb. 17
8:45 p.m.

Stan Gray

reviews

'fThe Vinson Court"

A Study of the Course
of the Supreme Court

Labor Action Hall
114 West 14 Street, N.Y.C.

Note that there will be no Forum
on Thursday, Feb. 24, since the
Shachtman medting on “Peace
Through Coexistence?” is toking
-place. the next. day (se¢ ad on page

{Continued from page 1)

right, all of it reduced to rubble, and the.
suburbs 25 miles out would be lucky ‘to
escape with mere masses 'of dead.

‘Taking off from this. vivid reminder,
the card ad bears a message. What can
it be? ‘

Instructions on evacuation, perhaps?

Exhortation to join the CD corps? A’

plea to prevent war?
None of these. The big type on the
card reminds us to have enough first-

*aid supplies on hand.

Experf

We see that Senator Bricker of Ohio -
* has criticized “some present-day scien- .

tists” who talk publicly about political
matters that are outside their fields of
“special competence.”
hinting that politicians

like himself

would be happier if scientists stopped .
exercising their political consciences (in _

publi¢) about the uses of the atom bomb,

. or, in other words, foreign policy, as

wel as about such questions as witch-
hunts against scientists.

Bricker raises an interesting question—
not, however, about scientists but about
politicians.

As far as the scientists themselves are :

concerned, the case is simple. They have

a right and duty to speak out on political .

questions like every other citizen, and
on matters like the above-mentioned, a
greater-than-average ‘moral duty to
speak up.

To be sure, there are people who foster
the delu$ion that a man who has attained
eminence in one field is equally ‘an au-
thority on entirely unrelated matters —
like the newspapermen who ask for opin-
ions on. the international situation from
socialites returning from Cannes. But
this is a prejudice held less frequently by
scientists than by the press and the poli-
ticians.

If, however, people are to be restricted
to matters within their areas of special

Puerto Rlco Murder e

leges also that. his viétim:=threat- .
-ened him, brandishing:-a-machete.
-All .this -was-also accepted fiemly -
by the officers of pubhc Justlce who -
-exonerated the killer,”- - - - "

{Continued from page 1)
draft He had refused to reglster,
in spite of the fact that; because of
physical defects, he could never
have been accepted anyway

OBVIOUS BRUTALITY

The second fact is that this man
who was Kkilled by Flores “in self-
defense” was an invalid and cripple
who could barely walk, as a result
of an early spinal injury compli-
cated by arthritis whi¢ch prevented
the normal use of his arms.

_The plea of
entered by the killer Flores, then,
against a man four feet high who
had great difficulty moving his very
legs and arms. Yet this plea was
unhesitatingly accepted by the
police and courts.

A memorial article by Ruth Rey-
nolds, who knew Carrasquillo,
points out: “Flores was released
immediately on his own recogniz-
ances. After investigating the mat-
ter, Judge Suarez Garriga an-
nounced - that Flores complaied
that Carrasquillo had been teach-
ing Nationalist doctrines to his
sons, and that he saw no reason to

charge Flores with any crime. The .
" murderer has returned to live and

work on the farm belonging to the
man he killed, while Carrasquillo’s
9-year-old son, Victor Jr., has
found a haven in an orphanage op-
erated by Spanish priests.”

The La Prensa dispatch reports :

“Among ‘the allegations accepted
unconditionally by the Public Min-
fstry in exonerating him, Flores

Montanez alleged that Carrasquillo

“had been coming around bothering:
‘him and threatening him. ... The
‘killer of Victor Carrasquillo al-.

He was, of course, -

"self-defense was '

competence, what would have to be done
with types like Bricker and politicians in -
general?- The prospect for démocracy
which this raises is enough to make one -
view with alarm. R
Politicians commonlyclaim special com-".
petence on only one question: how to get
elected, or how to get somebody.else elect-
ed. ‘Once elected " (to the Senate, for ex-
ample) these specialists - unfo-rtunately
have to vote on a.wide variety.of issues, -
like what to do with the atom bomb,
about which - they know . nothing and °

' about which they can only bone up ina -

hurry at the best.

It is precisely the ideology .of -authori-
tarianism to talk in terms of- excludmg
non-specialists from this field.: ..

In fact, the whole field of politics has :
this in common with (a) parenthood and .
(b) the Olympi¢ Games, namely, that
amateur status itself has a “special .com-
petence” here. Indeed a longer-term: aim
of socialism is to abelish. professional
pohtlcmns entirely. Unfortunately this
is not an immediate pessibility, though a
look at Bricker makes us want to hurry
it along. .

[}

: "Our Man"

The U.S.-installed dictatorship .in Gua-
temala has taken another big step back
to the past with a series of measures,
proclaimed by Castillo Armas, destroymg
the rights of labor. Asa resultin part of
energetic attacks and demands by the
CIO and AFL, the regime retreated in its
first efforts to destroy free labor unions
entirely, but it has now struck directly-at
workers’ demands. In addition, a week
ago, peasants’ unions were banned.

The riew anti-labor measures free em-
ployers from obligations to: make job
changes on the basis of seniority and
ability; check off union dues; avoid any

'type of’ discrimination; allow time off- to

union officials for union business, ‘rein-
state dismissed. workers. who ‘win- in the
iabor courts etc,

s e

‘This then is what. has scandal-
ized Puerto Rico—the: speedy.«ex-
oneration;of. a killer-simply on-the
ground that ke claims-he had-to
defend himself- against -attack by
a crippled drawf by beating the lat-
ter to death! '

'MANEUYERS AHEAD S

- A subsequent. dispatch - to La -
Prensa from' San: Juan kints. that-

some legal machinations are in

process by District Attorney Angel
Viera Martinez, an experienced
hatchetman of the Munoz machine
against the Nationalists. The of-
ficial “will file a charge of assas-
sination” against Flores in spite
of the decision of the judge “and
in spite of the necessity of taking
the matter to the Supreme Coutt
so that it may review -the dec1s1on
of the judge.”

The La Prensa story adds:

“District Attorney Viera Mar-
tinez said that he proposes to file
the indictment as soon as possible,
but that he could not set a spec1ﬁc
date.”

It may well be that the murder
occurred for personal motives, but
what is significant about the case
is the political motives of the re-
gime in shielding the ‘brutal mur-
derer. So the people of Puerto. R:co
suspect, as they read the headlines.:

-It is a question whether -orders
from Washington will get “the
Munoz regime to put a “better face
on an otherwise ‘blatant’ oﬁ'ense to
Justlce. , S
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 Youth 0ryamzatlons aml the Yaung Soclallst Mo vement in Brltam

By ALEX NEWBOLD

+

LONDON Jan. 14—Interest in pohtlcs among young people in Brltaln .

today is.not very great, and. this is noticed by all the political youth

The political apathy among

- young people has particularly been

noticed in such countries as Den-

“mark and Sweden where before the
war practically the whole of the

. organized- youth movement was centered

around the -adult political parties. The
earnings of yeung people.in these .coun-

_tries have been comparatively high over

the whole period, and.sports, dancing and

_even. hooliganism at times have proved

far more attractive than “playing at poli-
ti¢s.” Entertainment in the political youth
movements is-largely self-made, and why,
so the argumrent goes, should we bother
about making -oeur own entertainment
when there are plenty of cinemas, dance-
halls and amusément arcades to provide

_the.entertaininerit for us and we have the

oney with which to pay for this?
. We therefdre have the anamolous posi-
tion where the actions of the two rival

.imperialisms -are demanding more and

more attention and protests from people
before. it is too late, while the group of
people who should and would otherwise

have provided a vigorous opposition .to -

the status quo—the youth—are remaining

. silent. The lack of interest applies equally
to socialist and conservative youth groups, ..

pbut it is obviously to the:latter’s advan-
tage, for apathy always plays into the

" hands of reaction.

REACHED A PEAK
In Britain, there has never been a very

.st‘ton'gj)oliﬁcal‘youth movement of 2 so-

cialist: character, for: there has always ex-
isted : a -virile mon-political youth move~
ment, and . the atmosphere in the Labor
movement has always been against the
enthusiastic. banner-waving and crusading
spirit of the continental socialist youth
movements; a large potential membership
particularly during the thirties was need-
lessly lost.

There was @ Labor League of Youth’in
existence during a part of the thirties, but
a long struggle between Stahmst popular-
frontists and- generally left- -wing miiltants
fed to -a- compleie victory of the former,
and the Laber Party consequently dis-
solved it sametime. before the outbreak of
the - 'war. ' 'The -vital opportunity on the
part of the Labor Party to reform the
League 1mmed;ate1y after the 1945 victory
was lost, and it was not until some local

You can still attend
the New York YSL
seminar-class on

Toweard an Understanding -
_of Marxism
.. Meets in two sections,
Tues. or Wed. at 7:30 p.m.
at 114 West 14 St., N.Y.C.
The third session, Feb. 15-16,
will be en "The Economics of
Marxism."
Other sessions as follows:
(4) The Economics of Marx-
ism (continued).
(5) The Class Struggle and
_ Society.
-“(6) State and Revolution.
- (7) Approaches to Marxism.
(8) Concepts of Democratic.
. Socialism.
(9): Mamsm ‘as Method.

. organizations in the country. This is a situation commmon to all the coun-
- tries in BEurope which escaped the complete economic chaos during and
following ‘the. Second World War and- have experlenced comparatlvely
_ stable social-democratic regimes. :

branches of the League, formed under
the auspices of the local Labor Parties

" in 1948-49, pressed for a.national coordin-
' ation of League branches, that the B.L.P.
‘gave any serious attention io the youth

movement on a national basis. Although

_the popularity of the B.L.P. was at that

time past its peak, there foIIow;ed a rapid

'expansmn of the LLOY ali over the
" éountry,

The total nu.mber of branches reached
662 in November, 1949 and an all-time
peak of 820 in November of the following

.year, representing well over one branch

for each parliamentary constituency.

LITTLE HELP FROM BLP

The foundation of the Léague was only
a prelude to a long and bifter struggle

.between it and the adult party. ‘Afraid
.lest the experience of pre-war days, when

the Stalinists had gained control of the
organization, was to repeat itself, the
B.L.P. conceded only very limited powers
to the League from. the start.

"The National Committee was only a
consultative committee, with no real pow-

‘ers of decision; the national conference

(held -every year sitice the foundation of
the League) was only to be a natienal and
not an annual conference; to impress gn
the delegates ‘that it was only held reg.

ularly by the grace of Transport House; .
~and worst of all, no political resolutions

were allowed to be discussed at this con-
ference,

These rules. were ]ustiﬁed by the N.E.C.
of the BLP by pointing out that the
Leagues. were *“integral parts” of . the
local - LPs (as ‘indeed they technically
were) and .that consequently as all mem-
bers of the League were ipso facte mem-
bers of their local LPs, they had full rights
of political discussion in. their wards and
on their general management committees.
But this never belied the fact that their
political enthusiasm became somewhat
diluted by the endléss discussions on the
number of cups of tea for the next social
being organized by the party, or of how
many poll-tellers were needed for the
coming municipal elections—two topies
which habitually take up sonie 80 per
cent of the time taken at local LP meet-
ings.

Needless to say, the -choice of person to

_take the tea or act as pollster  usually

falls on young Harry, who would be far
better employed doing. this than talking
his head off about politics, which after
all, he really ‘doesn’t know very much
about yet.

And it is not surprising if many young
and enthusiastic comrades soon dropped
out after a short period of this treatment.
By no means do I want to imply that
the adult sections of the party were de-
liberately hostile always, but there is no’
doubt that some were, and others .con-
sidered the League as more of a nuisance
to put up with than as a positive help in
the struggle for -Socialism.

WON CONCESSIONS

During the initial period of its exist-
ence, organization was set up at all
levels to coordinate the activities of the
Leagues—local, regional and national. It
was decided. that the National Committee
should consist of two delegates from each
regional committee. This resulted in the
composition of the League’s national body

being rather unrepresentative of the feel-

ings of the League as a whole, since in
many regions where proper organization
never existed, the delegates were then

nominees of the local paid-party official,

‘and this is becoming even more the rule

today when the organization is. geummn .

weaker, -

_ At the same-time a b1tter struggle was . '
. being waged by most actwe Leaguers for

i e
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" what was called “natxonal status” and the :

National Status Movemént dommated the

it aimed at achieving for the League. a

status of independence from the national .

party as it existed in nearly all continen-
tal socialist youth movements.

In this movement militant left-wmgers
soon took a dominant lead. Organization,
they said, would not offer an attraction to
youth, yet that was all the League was

_allowed to discuss at the National Confer- -
-ence. If it could discuss polities at a na-
- tional level and cousequently form .its

own poliey, it knew it had the constructive
alternative to present to youth in Britain.

The following-years up to- the present
day saw the gradual granting of most: of
these' demands, thus in many ways steal-
ing the thunder from the opposition inside

.the League, but at the same time coming

too late to save the League from a whole-
sale deeline; so that at the count in Janu-

.ary 1954 there were only 384 branches left

in the country, and now, a year later,
probably fewer still.

The first of these concessions was in the

-formr of study reports, first of all presented
‘to the conference in 1952, and based on

reports sent in by League discussion

-groups and collated by the NCC. The
first- two of these were on “Youth and

Education” and “Youth and Recreation”
and although they didn't give great scope
for discussion; the delegates to the con-

ference showed great ingenuity in bring- -

ing all the world’s problems wzthm the
range of these two- toplcs. :

LEAN TO LEFT =~ ="

The documents presented to the 1953
Conference on “Control and Management
of Industry in a Democratic Socialist
State” and “Youth’s Contribution.to World:
Peace and Recovery,” and to the 1954
Conference on “European Unity” and
“Local Government,” provided. good op-

portunities for lively political discussions,

and it became quite obvious that the ma-

_jority. of delegates to both conferences re-
jected the official policy of the BLP in:

favor of a more militant and progressive

" alternative. Thus the document on World

Peace stated: “Once a country becomes. a
satellite of either the Communist or Amer-
ican capitalist systems, then its whole
economy is gradually geared up to assist
in the struggle [for world dominationl.
Undoubtedly this means that the U.S.A.

and the U.S.S.R. can be classified as im-
perialist.” European Unity was rejected
completely except on the basis-of a Sos:

cialist United States of Europe, as. it:was
felt that the present attempts at unity

were only made: to provide a fromt line:

of defense (or attack) imn a struggle he-
tween the two world blocs.

A further concession has now been made
for this year’s conference, where amend=-
ments and resolutions will be allowed on
the study group reports. But there is

likely 1o be still fewer delegates to dis-
cuss these reports, for the League shows |

no signs of reviving, and an optimistic
assessment of the numbers in-the League

L4

put the membership at somewhere around

. -five thousand, and by no means all these
early development of the League Broadly, .

are really politically active.

‘YOUNG TORIES S
It may be worth taking-a short glance

. at the other. political. youth erganizations.
. Numerically, the Young Conservatives are

by far the largest; at one time they nume
bered 100,000, but even they are experi-
encing a decline at the moment. - B

To call it a pelitical youth movement is
. really a euphemism, since their politics -
only go as far. as snob appeal, and'the "::
_rest of the time is almost entirely spent

in organized dances and whist drives. In

. a sense-the Tories have been more clever

-than: the BLP for they have at least man- -
-aged to get a few more active helpers dur+ -
-ing ‘election times—but apart from this -

activity, politics are considered rather
dangerous, because when several of these
young Tories have taken part in youth
parliaments in -various parts of the ¢oun-
try, they Have started thinking and often
left to join the BLP. Debates are there-
fore always discouraged by the local Tory

‘agents. )
The Young Communists do not have &

very great influence at all, apart from be-
ing the only one of the three ‘to publish
a weekly paper. (The League publishes a
monthly 12-page tabloid, the Young Tories

nothing at all) They have been making .-

strenuous attempts to mﬁltrate and m-

fluence the Leafue, with hardly any sue= -

sess, for it has generally. held. true
with the League, as with' other adult, bods
jes, that where ‘a radical aiternatxve to
the status quo is offered, the 1 trafieuvers

of the Stalinists are readily expoged fo#

the sham that they are.. For exainple, it
is “interesting to note that at the last two!

annual conferences of the LLY there wa$
not. a single delegate who took ‘even a
fellow-travehng line in the dlscussmns._

[ The YSL's Alm I

The Young Secialist League is a delno-

crafic socialist ‘organization striving teo .
ald in the basic transformation of this so- °

ciely into one where the means of produc-
tion and distribution shall be cellectively
owned and democrafically managed. The

YSL attempts to make the young workers
and students, who form its arena of cc'hv-_.

ity, conscious of the need for organization
dmcfed against ecplfalmn ‘and Sfﬂllllfﬂn.,

The YSL rejects the: eenzept that state.

ownerslnp without democratic. conirols

represents sociclism; or fkat socialism ca¥ -
be achieved without political demerucr.,
or ﬂtrough undemocratic means, or in.’
short in any way other than the conscious
active participation of the people theme
selves in the building of the new social
order. The YSL orients toward the work-
ing:class, as the class which is-capable:.of

leading seciety to the -establishment of -

sociallsm,
—From the Gonstitution of the. YS§

Come !l'e our

¥SL's Ist Anmversary Party
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.-:I’cge Six

sy HAL DRAPER

THE GOVERNMENT 'INFGRMERSVSTEM‘\—I | *
Wl‘mt It Takes to Become a Stoolpigeon

D The blow—up of the governiment’s stable of 1nformers and stool-

pigeons has been an amazing phenomenon of the witchhunt, when you

start to put all the facts together.

“v. - In one case after another, government informers have been pubhcly

“exposed as professional liars and falsifiers, in splte of the fact that in

“this élimaté it hasn’t been quite
“patriotic” even to question their
word.

On. the opposite page, some of .
. the facts are put together—some in
the excellent article from the Pro- -

gressive there quoted, some by the ACLU
brief in the Peters ¢ase. And of course,

* Jatest of all’has been the fantastic break
.of Harvey Matusow,
: character who is now getting a book pub-
-/lished on how he was a liar for the FBI.

the “reformed”

- Matusow got circumstantial - about
cooking up false testimony with Roy

:iCohn, about lying against Lattimore, the
:CP defendants in the Smith- Act - tridl,
wete. It doesn’t even matter whether one
. thinks he is telling the truth now or then!

We would add to the list also the name

" of :Bella Dodd; though-with a difference.

-MWe are thinking of what happened in the
~affair -of Senatorial . candidate' Case of
New  Jersey,  when -he was< smeared in

~the middle .of the  campaign with the

scharge that his- sister had had shady
¢Stalinist ‘associations. .The informer in
this case was Mrs. Dodd. ' After Case’s
counterattack, she claimed that she had

_.mmistaken another .woman of " the same

qame for Case’s sister.

Weil, maybe she did. In fact, just to

.ghclw the point. completely. clear; lets as-

‘sume that she had made a mistake in
identity {what some people might call an
*'honest” mistake, to distinguish her from
‘Matusew). However, she had taken ne
pauns to determine whether the Case
women she had fingered WAS the senator’s
sister or not UNTIL the senator's TV speech
made it a national issue. There is surely
@ difference between such an attitude of
under-concern with truth and justice and
1(say) Matusow's purly venal’ and con-
scious falsification, but it is a difference
whick may not strike all of us as consti-
#uting an unbridgeable moral chasm be«
iween a Matusow and a Dodd.

IS IT "WRONG"?

“Hewever, let us not pursue this explor-
ation of the field in which careful lying
shades off into careless half-truths. Back,
then, to the liars—

‘ Tke list of eéxposures and self-expos
ures 1s, as we said, amazing. So soon!
Surely there is no basic reason why the
government could not have gathered a
herd of docile stoolies and informers and
fingermen who could at least be trusted
1o do their job truthfully?

. A piquant explanation might be that
the CP managed to infiltrate the ranks of
the stoolpigeons too! But we do not have
to go to fantasy for suggestive answers.

Asg such a suggestion, we should like
fo point to the characteristic of these in-
formers which also and simultaneously
;prowdes an answer to a second question.

‘Thig second guestion is one which be-
devils liberals who do not quite see their
way c¢lear to coiidemning the whole in-
former system which the government has
set up.

“For is it really wrong in principle to.
tse informers  and men who are deroga-
*cﬂly called stoolpigeons? Is it wrong to
¥squeal” o a wrongdoer and thereby pro-
fect oil we hold dear? Is it wrong’ for

the : police- to  cultivate ~informers - who
will leed them to detect murderers, rap-

gs-h;«hndnapenwcndvﬂher criminals? -
1" Take for example (we might be told, to
gontinue a statement of the other s1de)

the dilemma of Terry in “On the Water-
Is he a stoolpigeon or 4:deSpic- .

front]’;
&ble character because he testifies the
truth about the murderous racketeer who
as terrorized the workers? This is the
mora1 feeling which “the racketeers -
themselves have worked-to instill among
the men.
aores_ is really a hero ...,
! So if informing, or cultivating inform-
érs, ig not irf-itself, always and every-
where, a bad 'thing, .one can criticize the
government’s activities for “excesses,”

@on'f miss a single week of
LABOR ACTION - -
4 sub Is only $2.00 a year!

.The--han who_ breaks these:

=

for “blunders,” perhaps, but not as a
systematic violation of political morality
or as an installment of police-state prac-
tices. o

There is many a liberal who is com-
pelled to- rationalize along these lines.
It is a necessity, for example, for the
whole school of yellow liberals who have

- followed Sidney Hook in abandoning the

right of Stalinists to teach. As we once
* showed'in LABOR ACTION in a differ-
. ent article, the Hookites (who insist that
- CP membership, but not CP ideas, is the
bar to the job) must and do rely on for
- their. evidence of CP membership on the
- stoolpigeons and fingermen and not on
any criteria with a less shady character
. in- the eyes .of academlcxans

- BASIC DIFFERENCE

‘Do these rationdlizers have a -case?
- Only :by. dint of completely’ ignoring- the
-basic :difference -between  the- kind: of ‘ex-
~amples- they  cite -and ‘what the - govern-
- ment is: actually ‘doing. -

‘What: they point to, for justification,
.areinformers who expose real erimes—
.acts,_which everybody, including the- per-

petrators, recognize. and -accept as-real
.crimes,. without- any controversy. Let us,
for the sake of argument, agree that in-
formers are useful in such cases, or
Jhonorable or what you will.

But the stable of government mform-
ers who are the crux of the present con-
-troversy. are not men who are informing
on criminal acts. They are kept by the

0il Workers ‘Prepare Fight
itchhunt in Prlvate Industry

Bosses’

By BEN HALL

" government to expose the political opin- -

ions and political affilintions of selected
vietims, and most commonly the past
political affiliations.

They dre stoolpigeons for thought—
police.

A man who “squeals” on a murderer is
not violating the 'sensibilities of any de-
cent person in society. He is violating the
gang’s code. He may-be.violating his own
code. Indeed, regular police stoolpigeons
often are despicable characters because

, their actions do violate their own codes,

which are the same as those of the gang
on whom they squeal.

- WHAT TO EXPECT

But when Budenz (to take the energetic
.informer who is-the most .venerable . of
‘the lot and who has not yet been exposed

~as a liar) points the finger at -a man

merely because he once knew him as a
Stalinist sympathizer (that is, @ man with

“certain political ideas) and thereby helps .
"to ruin that man's career without the
“slightest reason to believe that the victim

is a present danger even in the light of

“the witchhunt laws—why then, we submit

that this informer cannot justify his con-

“duct TO 'HIMSELF on the fair-seeming

grounds with which our llberuls ration
“alize.

It takes men of a certain cut to enO‘age
professionally -and on a large-scale in a

-career of. character assassination. What

is involved:here is:precisely the difference
between a Terry of “On the Waterfront”
and a Matusow-Budenz-Crouch. -

Thus. we: get to our answer to the first
question, too. We:-have a right to expect
that. this occupation will atiract degen-
rerates—political  degenerates, moral de-
generates. :

Remember that we are here discussing
the - professional informers.  There are
also, of course, the one-shot informers

_ The CIO Oil Workers Union is determined to fight the witchhunt
in industry. It has announced its position in a full-page article in the
January 10 issue of its paper, the International Oil Worker, under the
headline, “Witchhunt Firings May Extend to Oil, Chemical Jobs.”

The article is outstanding be-
cause (1) it focuses sharp atten-
tion on the danger of ideological
intimidation in factories; (2} it
points a finger of accusation
_ against the Truman Democratic ad-
" ministration, a rare act of honesty in a
labbr:nmovement which:oozes apologies for
its Democratic frighds: (3) it unambigu-
ously declares that it will fight the witch-
hunt in the: oil industry right through its
regular: grievance procedure. Buf—

(4) At the same time, its position is
undermined by a failure (common -to
almost all liberals today), to take a con-
sistently democratic stand.

" The Oil Workers Union is one of the

largest in the CIO. And’it will soon’be-"

¢ome even larger and more powerful
through merger with the CIO Chemieal

Union -into a united' Oil -and Chemical’

Workers Union.

‘This unity will hardly tend to water
down the militant line of the oil union.
The Chemical Workers Union is headed:
by. Elweod Swisher who recently com-
mented in a sympathetic vein on AFL
Paper Makers President Phillips’ speech
for. a labor party. Swisher’s administra-:
tion has authorized .and -led . repeated:
strikes in atomic energy 'pla’nts and car-’

ries on a continuing campaign to expose

the second-class-citizen status of atom’

workers.
"Those- 'l'mhicrlcn forces-in the U. S.

-which have been hounding government em-3
- ployees for the past seven or eight years!

may soon be in a position to get a man
. discharged if he works for private indus-
“#ry in an oil refinery, chemical plant or on

a pipe line." The article goes on to explain.

that the Chamber of Commerce is push-
" inghard- for a- new-law.to legalize the

" ousting of so-called "'subversives" and “se-:

curity risks™ from private industries work-
ing on “defense" contracts.

" Note the time element: “the past seven
or eight years.” This is not a slip or an
accidental revelation; the Oil Worker is
deliberately pointing out that Democrats
share the blame.

. For example: “under both Democratic
and Republican administrations—it has
not been necessary to prove anything on
a man to call him a ‘subversive.” Typical-
1y, government employees have been fired
after only kangeroo court hearings in
which the accused. employees had no
chance to face their accusers.”

NAMES DEMOCRATS

. The Qil Worker denies even the cloak
and consolation of anonymity to-offeriding:
Pemocrats. It names. Truman mildly but
insistently. “In fairness, it must be
pointed out that a good many hundreds
-and’ perhaps thousands of government
employees  were- discharged under  the

Truman . administration—although Tru«

didn’t  boast about.it so. much.” (Noter

Truman and his party have, however;

been-doing a lot of boasting lately) Their
standard reply .to: accusations.of “trea-
son’”” has been to point to their record- of
initiating the mtchhunt

-+ A-strong protest is- made against the
star-chamber character-of security hear-
ings;. against the fact that charges of
“subversion”: are vague ahd‘never:de-
fined;
guiltyin advance; that he.is' never:al-
lowed to confront his accusers.

‘But on a key question of principle,
the:article is silent and consequently eva-
sive." Should consistent democrats defend
the civil liberties of:admitted Commu-
nists? And should unions defend their
right to work?

The nearest thing to a comment on’
‘this-‘question-is: “In‘government ‘loyalty’

cases a typical. charge is that an -indi-

vidual has been. ‘sympathetic toward’ the

“that’ the -accused- is considered

who have been forced to stool on former
friends and associates by government
threats  and pressure. These are bad
enough, but different. '

THE PROFESSIONAL "EX"

There is another distinction to be made,
too. The article from the Progressive (on
the next page), for example, refers to
these rats as “professional ex-Commu-
nists.” Well, that may serve to obscure a
point

In a real sense, Arthur Koestler (for
instance) is also a “professional ex-
Communist”—in the sense that his career
has pretty much been founded on his
writing and thinking as a reformed Sta-
linist who has been through it and can
now tell us all, ete. If Koestler had never
joined- the CP, it is doubtful whether his

- talents, such as they are, would have

been so apparent to the anti- Stalmlst
world.

We make this point precisely in order
to separate him from the polluted ranks
of the paid political pigeons; lest things

be confused by the over-all term-“profes-
-sional . ex-Communist.”
-against the Koestlers are political, and
-our opinions of them in- that field are

. Qur grievances

.very low, But—

A Koestler merely says in effect: “See
‘what an idiot I once ‘was, as. T tell you
about my experiences as a Stalinist; and

-therefore- I am wondrously qualified- to
be your political guide and mentor now.” :

‘But (fo take the holiest: ofthe- pack}
‘a Budenz says in effect:' “'See what a
scoundrel 1 was,” what a treacherous, ly-
-ing,-perfidious, falsnfymg rascal—as every-
body knows the managing editor of the
-Daily: Worker had. to be—and. therefore
take heed from my. words:now and listen

“to my moral exhortations and preceli-

menis "

.Communists. This is quite hard to de-
fine. -An individual may heartily oppose
the Communists on the whole and there-
fore be violently anti-Communist, but.at
the same time he may sympathize with
their viewpoints on one or two. isolated
matters. Should such an individual. be
considered syn.lpathetlc to Communism?
Common sense says no, but in practice
some people have gotten in trouble under
just these circumstances.” -

DODGING ISSUE

But suppose an individual is really and
truly sympathetic to the Communist Party;
or even a member of it? A real-libertarian;
however he might detest the opinions of
such a man, would fight for his righi to
work and to speak.

. The Oil Worker dodges this duty by
pointing to a different one: the job of
defending the rights of those falsely ac-

policy of the UAW’ up to now calls for

the protection of the jobs of €Pers—a
policy which should be maintained by
the union. and -defended everywhere by
union militants.

The witchhunters had a free hand in .
hounding government.workers; but, says: -

the Oil Worker, they. will- run up against
opposmon in mdustry “That.: opposmorr'

is the unien grievance;procedure; .. . In "
government employment, such gmevance“ )

procédure was never available.”

And the article concludes-on this riote: .
. “Fortunately, the labor unions.have the

machinery to resist.this endless march
toward- government by smear.: That ma-
chinery is wunion: gnevance procedure
through which; :the unions can fight each
and every discharge, unless im. fair trial,
definite.. and- subversive offenses: are
proven against the accused worker.”

. But what is @ "subversive™ offense? Is
it a”CP membership card? *commiinist"
opinions? A speech? A bomb?2:

" Regrettably, the- Oil Worker is. as: v

vague as'those it criticizes.

Undoubtedly it will do-its:best to hold-
the line against wholesale. victimization -

of militants and dissenters-in- -industry.

But, can it succeed without facing up to-
the full obligations -of eonsistent demioc-

racy? Thats another matter., )
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THE G(IVERNMENT INFORMER SYSTEM -1l

Following is a condensation of an excellent article in the current Proglesswe .
- (February) by Wilbur H. Baldmger entitled “Witness for Hire.”

The witness-bearing careers of profes-
sional former Communists, who have be-
come something of an elite American
cldss, can be arduous. .

Take, for example, the well-known

" Louis Francis Budenz, long:time man-

aging -editor .of the Daily Worker. A
subservient: Communist Party hack for
ten years before he suddenly reformed to
emerge in 1945 as a patriof, Grade 1-A

. has been the most tireless name-dropper

of them all. Lately, however, his direct-

 kniowledge -demunciation of "the disloyal-

ties of others have been lagging some-
what, . .. So Budenz is mow often reduced
to swearmg he recalls that someone in the

Party once told him that somebody else’

was “a member,” or “under discipline,”
or “a loyal adherent.”

" This type of evidence may leave some-
thing to be desired by a lawyer by way of
eorroboration, but it does have the vir-
tue of being vi-rtually irrefutable. . .

-But such ‘testimony does fine, say, for
the House Committee on Un-American
Act1v1t1es, which reecently reported with

pride that over the past six years it has’

obtained “positive identifications” of
4,151 U. 8. Communists. The ex-editor of
the Daily Worker has been vastly help-
ful in making that claim possible. .
: Budenz, who has parlayed his self-pro-
claimed Communist perfidy into piety, re-
spectability, a chair of economics at
Fordham-University, 22 lines in Who's Who
in America, and a card in the American
Management Association, never had it so
good. He has testified that his post-Daily
Worker income from such sources as wit-

ness fees, lectures, and book royalties ran’

ot o rate of more than $10,000 a year. ...
IN THE STABLE

"But there are lesser witnesses who de-
serve more public attention than they Ve

time Communists who -don’t exploit their
lamentable affiliation, has many addi-

.tional-helpers. Some. are ‘nearly as-inter-

esting: as the . bettér-known Budenz,
Bentley and Chambers.

‘Among the informers are 35 ex~Reds
sustained in a stable which the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Servwe main-
tains on its regular payroll as “contrac-
tors.” The Service also keeps a callbook
listing a half-hundred refugees from the
Commumst Party who work part-time on

a $25-per-diem basis. They all are on
tap to testify for the prosecution in de-
portation and denaturalization cases, and
repeatedly are on loan to Senate and
House committees and varied federal
agencies as qualified expert witnesses.

“Then there are numerous paid agents
who infiltrate .the Communist Party to
take down the names and seduce others
into it so they can be exposed to the
FBI (which at times appears to accept

the competence of almost anyone for this.

-in’ its”

assignment) and the comlnittees. While
so engaged their living is derived in part

from an FBI budget- item of $70,000 for -

“unforseen emergencies-of a confidential
character.” Hitherto unheard-from I-
was-a-Comimunist-for-the FBI characters
pop out of the Communist.Party with
growing freque'ney to set themselves up
in what by now is a pretty competltlve
business., . . .

‘POOR MEMORY

. All' government agencxes don’t: match
the performance ' staged .in 2 ‘run . be-

.tween last Sept. 15 and Nov. 19 by the

Federal Communications Commission,-on
which two new Republican mémbers—

John C. Doerfer and Robert E. Lee—are -

McCarthy devotees. In this chilling show
the FCC tried to demonstrate that Ed-

ward O. Lamb;: millionaire - Democratic”-

publisher of the Erie (Pa.) Dispatch is

a Communist' who should be denied re-

newal of a license for his telewsxon sta-
tlon, WICU.
- The main testimony against Lamb {who

offered $10,000 %o anybody .who could

prove the FCC's charge) came at bewild-
ering length from Marie Natvig, a divor-
cee of 50 who said she only recently had
bestowed herseif on the FBl. She attested
that she was a Toledo Communist be-
tween 1935 and 1937 and that Lamb was
a comrade,. foo—éven %o the intimate
point of once paying for her hotel room.
But, iry hdrd as she did, Mrs. Natvig

couldnt recall just where she lived as late -

as 1943, or where she married the second
of three husbands, or the location of a
family fur shop enterprise in -Akron; or

" Oaths for Sale

~4“Mr. Hank -Shippey ~and Mr. -Jerry
Riseley . . . sat -over coffee one- day not
long ago, dreammg ‘things up. And they
conceived the idea of selling loyalty oaths
for'$1 each by mail. . .. They put an ad’
in an institutional veterans paper of
about 10,080 circilation. ‘Help Fight
Communism With a Loyalty Oath,” the
ad read, urging the reader to buy one
from the Loyalty League, a post office
address. In less than two weeks they had
700 orders and they’re still coming .in
fast. Mr. Shippey and Mr. Riseley hur-
riedly had a printer set up a loyalty oath
form in color with ‘Loyalty Oath’ in red

seript over the top. The form states that

the undersigned ‘is not, nor has been, etc.,
ete.” There-is a place for the purchaser
to sign and another place for the whole
thing to be notarized. After which it is

suitable for framing like a marriage li-.

cense.”
—From the Los Angeles Tlmes,

Nov. 28, 1954. .
AN . s

.the names”

i

the names of any professors she said gave
her learning at Radcliffe, Harvard, and
Columbia. . . .

But many of the professionals, experi-
enced, informed and steadfast as they

may be, are novices compared with Paul

Crouch, who at 51 is recognized gener-
ally as the dean of the corps. . ..

THE CROUCH FLOP

- Crouch has been top -man in the Immi-

,gratlon Service’s per-diem . division of

former Communists, averaging $5,000 a

" year-from' the ta;xpziyers, who are getting

more than their money s worth if versa-

tility of performance is what.they want.

He has been -featured by the government
in at least 60 proceedmgs of one sort. or

-another, winning ecritical attention for

such triumphs as these: .
¢ In February, 1953, Crouch swore at
a deportation . hearmg involving Jaeob
Burck, Chicago Sun-Times cartoonist who
as a young immigrant orce did drawings
for the Daily Worker, that he knew the
suspect- well over the years as a Commu-
nist and had seen him at many Party
meetings. Asked to point out Burck,
Crouch unerringly. fingered a Chlcago
Tribune photographer who was in the
room to record the humiliation of the
competition. Burck’s counsel later filed
19 sworn-affidavits, challenging Crouch’s
credibility in other incidents.

® In 1949, in the perjury trial of Harry
Bridges, Crouch said’that he “had mo
knowledge - of ‘David Davis.” otherwise
identified as a Philadelphia Communist
leader, and repeated the denial three
times. In 1954, testifying at the Smith
Act trial of Davis and eight Party ecol-
leagues, Crouch swore that he had work-
-ed-closely with Davis in the ’80s on’ infil-
tration of the Army.

. In the Spring of 1949, in Un-American
Activities Committee hearmgs on possi-
ble wartime espionage: at the University

-of .California’s radiation laboratory. .at

Berkeley, -Crouch, swore he “was acive

. in trying to . infiltrate all scientific re-
-search” there, but that he “was not per-

mitted fby Party superiors] to know
of any Communists within
the project. But in its annual report for

..1949, recording development of its “Scien-

tist X" case against Dr. Joseph W. Wein-
berg, the Committee was able to say:
“Supplementary  evidence regarding
Weinberg’s Communist associations was
supplied by Mr. and Mrs. Panl Crouch,
who stated they had attended Commu-
nist meetings with this scientist.” Wein-
berg swore that he, was no Communist.

At his resultant perjury trial in March,

1953, when Crouch ‘was the key witness,
Weinberg was acquitted. ¢
- ‘'When the .conflict in Crouch's” testimony

in the -Bridges and Smith Act 4rials was .

called to .Atty. Gen Herbert Brownell's

attention at a press conference in May,:

1954, he said that he would give “'the mat-

ter'" some "study.” No positive results of

Brownell's reflections have -been manifes-
N\

THE G(WERN’MENT INFORMER SYSTEM — I

The Case of Cox and Bakcsy

In its “friend of the court” brief filed in

the case of "Prof. Peters, the- A_mencan-
. Civil Liberties Union also criticized -the-
- use of confidential information in the-gov-

ernment security program . which is not

disclosed to the employee under fire. (The .
 Peters case is that of Dr. John P. Peters,

senior professor of medicine at Yale; the
Supreme Court has agreed to review his
dismissal from his post as special con-
sultant to the surgeon- -general of the U.S.
Dbecause of “reasonable doubts” of his
loyalty.)

One of the cases cited in the ACLU
brief as showing the abuses of civil lib-

. erties dealt with a United Nations '‘em-

ployee whose Joyalty had been guestioned,
in part, on the basis of an allegation that
he had been employed by the now defunct
San Francisco School. of Social Studies
from 1934 t0-1940. The schiool was charged
with -disseminating Communist propagan-
da and seeking pupils “inclined” to Marx-
ist philosophy.

f “A request. for. the source of this accusa-

tion -was refuséd,” the’ brlef ‘states, “but;
4fter an “exhaustive mdependent investi-
gahen by the {employee’s] .attorney,” the-

et s ) Stk g ety w R B e T

charge was found to be based on a veri-

fied complaint in a law suit brought in-

1938 in California by Ivan Cox. Cox, a-lo-
cal union official expelled from his post for
embezzling funds, sued 5,000 .persons in-
cluding a local Communist party branch,
the Regents of the University of Califor-
nia and Stanford -University, -and ‘several
prominent members of .the movie - ¢colony
for damages, charging they hadg, consplred
to have him dismissed.

SMEAR, HE SAYS -

The brief relates that when Cox drop-
ped the suit several months-later he stated
under oath that the suit “was instituted
in order to ‘smear’ every prominent per-
son in the -state of California, including
the Regents. . . ; that he had been ‘duped’
by a private detective then ‘wanted’ for
assault, ._and .the :detective’s _attorney,
(thereafter censured by the Califernia Bar
Association) ; that he knew nething about
the San Francisco School of Social Stud-

ies and was induced to commit perjury by

the detective and “his ‘lawyer.” “The suit

was- dismissed by <the’-California-courts. -
“The source - "of ithe mformat;on ~@pon.: -+

Srie— LS S L

which the mterrogatory . . . was heard,”
the ACLU brief c¢ontinues, “was not dis-

closed fto the employee]l and was not. .

known to the members of the Internation-
al Employees Loyalty Board, even though
it could in no way be .considered ‘secret.
Fortunately, it was shown to be a com-

- plete fraud -and hoax; but what would the.
result have been, 1f the  source. of the’
charge had not been _dlscovered by [the’

employee’s] attorney? What weight would
have the Loyalty ‘Board have given to
[the) charge, which was part ‘of all the
evidence’ upon which the Board was au-

-thorized to make a determination.”

Illustrating the .danger -of anonymous

informants, the "ACLU brief" asserts that’
Captain Charles C. Bakcsy, the source of'

another charge against the UN official, that
he had attended Communist Party meet-
ings, had been repudiated by governrent

officials in other cases as “incredible -and

unworthy - ‘of belief.” The brief argués

that if Capt. Bakesy had been one of Dr.

bllrty 0f hissaceuser.

- Peters’ -accusers, ‘the absence- of confron--
tation and cross-examination would-have . | .
deniéd.Dr. Peters ‘the opportuiiity to dis- "

‘prove “the ‘gecusations or test the cxedl- "

Wltnesses for Hire: Budenz to Matusow

ted since. Nor is'.ihere.eny known disposl'-"

tion by the Justice Department, which
always is quick %o catch .criminal dis-

crepancies ' in testimony by Communis¥ .

. suspects, #o police the hearing . or #rial,
conduct of any ofher witnesseés in ihe
field.

EXTRAORDINARY THEY ARE

This comfortable state of affairs for-
ex-Communist informérs was disturbed
once—in the State of W ashmgton “There,"
in 1948, George Hewitt. told the Canwell .

LAY
-

Committee that Prof. Melvin Rader of.

the University of Washmgton had  af+-
tended a Red educational caucus in New‘
York in 1938 or 1939 By pamstakmg

research Rader finally succeeded in’ eol—y

lecting - ten-year-old grocery” bills- and
similar memorabilia which proved he was’
_nowhere near New York in the periods’
mentioned by Hewitt, who was indicted
for perjury.” The authorities, howevery
never pursued. their quarry to the pomt
of extraditing him for trial.

The officially accepted doctrine in Con-
gress and the Justice Department séems
to be that all a Communist needs to do-
"to-win-the plaudits of the citizenry.is to
_leave the Party and start talking, no
matter what the state of mind or morals
which took him into the. subversion in!
the first place. And anybody who raises
a question or any eyebrow over the rev=
elations of ex-Reds may “himself becomeé
the -object of susp1c10n or at least a
frown. =

The official aﬂufude has been succmcﬂy
stated by Assistant Attorney General Wars
ren Olney Ill, who is in charge of the'
Justice Department's Criminal Division?
"it is because ¢f the extraordinary qual«

ifications of these wifnesses that their tes-
timony is so devastating to the Commu-
nists and, | dare venture to suggest, it is'

because of their very -effectiveness thab
they have become a-target of abuse by
certain elements of the press.”

- “Extraorditiary” seems pecu.harly apl:

as a blanket charaeterxzatlon of many- of; _

- thése. w1tnesses

.Pamplllets by
LEON TROTSKY

The first eight pamphlets listed are

by Trotsky, and. are editions pub-
lished in Ceylon by Lanka Samasa-
maja Publzshers .

Whither Europe?
(Speech of 1926, included

| Stake My Life!
: (Speeeh on Moscow Trials) :
In Defense of October A5
(Speech, 1932) " A L
The Zimmerwald Manifesto
(The famous -anti-war
declaration of 1915)

The Last Words of - i
Adolf Joffe B T I

“Package price for all *

Labor Action Book Servu;e
114 West 14 Street, N. Y.’ G ‘

(Remittance must accompany
all orders ) . .

Have you-read . . .

A LABOR PARTY""
‘by

Jack Ranger ..

A dzscusszon for tmde—umon— !

~est lack and greatest need
25 cents

Independent Sec:ahs?c Press 5
114 West 14 St~re b

Page ,,Seiéjﬂ |

Revolution in Spain $.25 -}
- (January -1931) _ T
The Lesson of Spain: 'I’he . '
Last Warding .- - 25
(Dec. 1937) R
‘Meorxism and Science - A8’ ’
(Speech, 1925) SR N
,Agcmsi Socigl-Patrictism Jd0 . F
(1916) '
Europe and America - 30

(Speechesin1924.& 1926) - - 1|’
A5

in the above) ]
] s

Jo0 f

10 pamphlets—$1.50 |

UNEXT— |

ists of American, labor’s -great- |
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{Continued from page 1)
Labor These labor statesmen, foregathered at their
annual winter session in Miami Beach, Florida, took
time off from their sun-bathing and golf to issue &
pronouncement on the present Formosa crisis.
" “We strongly warn,” their resolution states,

“against any attempt under cover of pursuing the

armistice pattern set in Korea and Indochina, to grant
the ‘Russian-imposed Mao Tse-tung. terror regime

_ American recognition and to smuggle it into the

United Nations. The issue in this theater of strife
and eombat invelves far more than the possession-of
any particular island. The fate of all As1a, and con-
sequently the fate of the entire world, is at stake
here.”

- Aceording to the New York Times report ‘the ex-
-ecutive council is unequivecally opposed to any ad-
mission of the Chinese Stalinists to the UN until after
a plebiscite has been held throughout China, under
UN supervision, to determine whether. the Chinese
. people want the Stalinist government. The United
States should also continue to:.recognize only the
- regime of Chiang Kai-shek until such a plebiscite has
been held. (We wish to emphasize that the above is

" ‘based on the New York Times report on the AFL’s

actionf. If the official text, when available, reveals any
significant difference from the press version, we will
be happy to pass it on to our readers.)

Why Not Beck? o

. I appears from this that the AFL execuhve coun-
crl which claims to speck in .the name of over ten
million organized workers in this country, is lined up
on this question with Senator Knowland and Admiral
Radford rather than with Stevenson or even Eisen-

. hower. The demand for a UN-sponsored election in

China can have no real political meaning in the pres-
ent situation. It is either an expression of a utopian
dream (from these hard-headed business-unionists),
‘or a veiled demand for a war on China. For only in a
conquered China could a UN-superwsed plebiscite
;possibly take place.

Further, it is not too clear why the AFL “states-

men’’ picked on Chiang’s government as the one to

Jbe recognized until such an election has been held.
They might as well have selected the Brotherhood of
Teamsters as the rightful government of China. The

_Chinese people have had as much chance to vote freely
> for or against Dave Beck as Chiang Kai-shek, and we

would be willing to bet that in a free election in which
only two of them were candidates Beck would come
out on top. His chances would be excellent mainly
because the people of China have never heard of him,

‘while they know Chiang and his satraps all too well.

Confession by Eden

The CIO has also pronounced itself against letting
the Chinese Stalinists “shoot their way into the UN.”
But the same Times report (Feb. 5) which announced
* to-the Chinese people the glad tidings from Miami

Beach of free elections and liberation also stated that~

the CIO “action was taken only after a wrangle in-

. side the resolutions committee,” at their recent con-

vention in Los Angeles.
“Walter Reuther, the CIO pre51dent ” eontinues the
Times, “originally lined up with his brother Victore
in proposing that the Mao government be recognized,
but later switched his position to non-recognition.”
. -In the CIO, it appears, there were at least glimmer-

- ings of political light as compared to the sun—drenched

darkness which enveloped Miami.
. Such actions by the American labor movement tend

%o isolate it from the labor movements of the rest of

‘the world just as the government is isolated by its
poheles In Britain, for instance, the whole labor
movement is in an uproar over the Formosa crisis.

- British labor has been pushing the Tories, headed
by Foreign Minister Eden, to the wall. He is in the
unhappy position of seeking to steer a course which
- will not separate him too far from his American allies,
" but at the same time which will also not separate the
Tories too far from the votes of the British people in
the elections which will probably come this fall.

‘Ghmmermgs in the CIO
. Eden Has taken the position that the Tachens,

S Quemoy and Matsu are clearly territory belonging to
. thé government of China (Stalinists) but that this

- government should not seek to seize them in circum-

stances which may hurl the world into war.

This has aspects of a reasonable position, but it is
one wlm:h can hardly en'hrely plecse Washlng'l'on.

+

s Ally of Chiang — —

For it strengly implies that the Chinese Stalinists

should refrain from tdaking what is rlghffully theirs "

But Eden's government is the chief ally of the govern-
ment which threatens to plunge the world into war if
the Chinese government seeks to take what right-
fully belongs to it. ...

‘Eden is forced to such expressions because of the
relentless pressure of the Briish Labor Party, which
on this question no doubt represents a popular will
which extends far beyond the ranks of its usual
partisans. Even the cautious Attlee has come out for
the policy of recognizing the Stalinists as the rulers
of China, and giving the Formosans a chance fo vote
freely on whether or not they want to go under the
Stalinist yoke, remain under that of Chiang, or es-
tablish some other kind of status.

Peiping Heats It Up

The evacuation of the Tachens brings the Formosa

crisis to a peak._ If it passes without general war in
the Orient, that will not mean that the crisis has been
resolved. :

The Chinese Stalmlsts have refused to come to
the UN to discuss the status of the offshore islands, or
a cease-fire in that ared. They firmly and even arro-
gantly told the UN that they would only come to dis-
cuss getting the American fleet out of Chinese waters,
and after the “Chiang Kai-shek clique has been driven
out from the Security Council.”

- only because America may fight to keep it from them.

Their arrogance has been deplored by many spokes--

men for America’s allies who see in it an obstacle to
some kind of normalization of relations m the Far
East toward which, they Dbeliev, Eisenhower and his
sclosest advisers have been leaning in recent weeks.
Soeme have even gone so far as to see in this action a
monumenta lblunder of Chinese diplomacy.

Actually, there is no reason to think that the hard-
headed Stalinists have stumbled. From their own point
of view, why should they let the American government
off the hook on which it has so firmly lmpaled itself?
The best they could have got by being "reasonable"
would have been a seat in the UN and the islands
closest to their coast, in exchange for some kind of
an agreement not to attack Formosa, while Chiang's
regime remains.

They will get the islands off the coast, sooner or
later. In the meantime they can afford to wait for
their seat in the UN, while the American fleet pa-
rades up and down Asian waters, within sight of the
mainland, and while American planes fly within two
minutes of Chinese cities. The propaganda value to
them is incalculable,

The Pressure Is Telling

But how about Formosa? No one has yet offered
them that as part of the deal. They can afford to
wait for that, too. Every day Chiang’s troops get
older. Every month it becomes more evident that if
he is ever to regain the mainland, or even to sustain
himself on.Formosa, he ean only do so by the pledge
of a shield of American boys from here fo eternity.

All the Chinese Stalinists have fo do is to keep the
pressure-on, avoid all-out'war, and wait. The Amerl-
can government is incapable of coming up with a
formula which could put political pressure on them.
If it decides to fight the Stalinists on the -mainland
for Chiang, it will thereby brand itself s the aggres-
sor in the eyes of the world and isolate itself com-
pletely. But short of that it can only threaten and
strike aggressive postures, and stumble from ohe
crisis to another.

The recent wavering in Elsenhower circles on the
truce question shows that the pressure is beginning
to tell, and that a glimmering of the impossible posi-
tion into which the government's policy has got this
country has begun to filter through. The Stalinists may.
well have confidence that if Eisenhower has bequn to
feel uneasy about the situation, even the executive
council of the AFL may awake to the readlities of the
world in which it lives some day.

The real tragedy in the situation is that while it is
virtually impossible for the Eisenhower government
to abandon Chiang without demoralizing all the other

-

Key Labor
Post — —

(Continued from page 3}
any office. whatsoever; as a consequence

it is impossible that a Stalinist fellow- - - -
traveler may be prompted into placing -

his name upon the voting list, but there
is not the slightest chance of such a
candidate ever being elected. This is due
to the constant campaign which the offi-
cers of the union have carried on against

Stalinists and their sycophants inside: -
the union; but this campaign:has. not.

been carrle(l out by the adoption of mili-
tant policies. which expose. andxsolate the

Stalinists; it has been conducted: s:mply_
by the use of the. union machmery in-the -

hands of the bureaucrats and. in face of
the apathy shown by wide sections of the
union membership.

1t is this lack of a positive teft within -
the Transport and General Workers' Union-

which presents a formidable obstacle to

the left forces in Britain as a whole. In-

the sections of the union catering for the
dock workers, the public transport work-
ers and the road haulage workers, there
is a considerable eclement of wilitant
thought; but in most of the other sections

this element hardly seems %o exist in any’ v

vocal fashion.
Even in those sections where it does

exist it takes on rather a negative char--

acter and confines its activities almost
exclusively to the industrial field. An ex-
ception to this general rule is in certain
areas where the Stalinists direct the feel-
ings of frustration into the formation

of various types of unofficial organiza-.

tions unrecognized by the union proper.
They do this, of course, because it is the
only manner—due the bar on their hold-

ing office—in which they can exerc1se'

any element of control.

STALINISTS LOST

Such a situation often leads to the
Stahmsts takmg up rather peculiar posi-
tions; such as in the recent dock strike
when they fought against large sections
of the Transport and General Workers’
Union who were leaving the unien in a
body and joining the Stevedores Union
which was conducting the strike and
which generally displays a militant in-
dustrial policy. It must be mentioned that
the Stevedores Union dees not bar mem-
bers of the CP from helding office; “but,
due to its militant line, the: Stalmlsts
have not been able to°gain any degree of
control in it.

At the time of the dock strike there
were but two members of the CP on the
Executive of the Stevedores Union. One
of them became so disgusted with the
CP’s line in supporting the right wing
leadership of the Transport and General
Workers’ Union that he promptly tore his
party card up! It will take the CP a long
time to live down that incident amongst
the dock workers.

At the moment, therefore, there seems
little possibility of any strong left forces

" emerging from the TGWU, certainly not

reactionary regimes on the support of which its:

world policy is based, the AFL council and the labor
movement as a whole do not need to hang on to their

fantastically reactionary policy. The workers of this.
- country woutld have nothing to lose and everything to

gain if they demanded an end to American support of
the capitalist oppressors of the workers in all other

countries. That would be the way to- start puttmg the-

-pressure on the Stahmsts.

%
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of the strength to mﬂuence the forth-
coming elections of the new general sec

retéiry. The best that can be hoped for

at this moment is that the elections will
provide a sufficient degree of interest
whereby ‘the left wing in the union can
activate the large section of pasive mem-
bership. If this can be done, and at the
same -time the growmg Left forces in
other unions and in the Labor Party
maintain their pressure, it will be an
event which will have great importance
for the advancement of socialist. ideas
within the British labor movement.

World History—Year by Year
- The bound volumes of

LABOR ACTION

are an, invaluable record of the so-
cial and political issues. of our day, .
and a socialigt education in them-

selves. Completely indexed from
1949 on. L
1950-53............. %3 per vol.

Bound volumes of LA are also
available back to, and including,.
1942, at somewhat higher prices de-.
pending on the year. Prices on re~
" quest. A complete set of bound vol-
~ umes for the 11 years from 1942 to
1952 is available for $40.

Independeni Socialist Press. 8

i

~‘i|4 West 14 Streef, New York cuyf;: :
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