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A Wummg—and a Program on 1 The China (r:s:s

To New Victories for the Stalinist Reglme

s

By Hal Draper ‘ i . : N
In the atmosphere of war tension that has descended on the U.S. as Eisenhower gets a blank check for
preventive war against Stalinist China, one b1g and even overwhelming fact is being temporarily concealed
from the American public in the midst of all the expressions of “patriotic” support for the president’s provoca-
tive. poliey. But it cannot be concealed very well and it certainly cannot be glossed over for very long. It is this:
This policy—avhich has sucked in the support of the yellow liberals as well, or most of them — has already
led to significont victories for the Stalinists. It is leading right now to further gains for the Stalinists. It has
all the potentiolities of leading in the very near future to a first-class disaster for the U.S. camp.
It is a policy which means that only the Stalinists can win, barring unlikely stupidity on their part.
" - -'This can already be proved beyond the shadow of a doubt. We submit that in no international situation
since the end of the Second World War has there been such a clear case made out by history for the practicality
. and hard-headed realism, the overwhelming power of the alternative socialist program, against imperialist
pollcy by the West and for the defeat of Stalinism, a pohcy which can be spelled out in this Formosa crisis.
i~ The vietories which the Chinese Stalinists are winning:and will.win a;
'-m,“ffbt 6 fﬁe'eﬁe‘ that® Eisénhower is futilely threatening. That is the polztwal war for the sympathy of the
uncommitted world and the support of the masses of people.
~In iI'has war Peiping, it must be admitted, has conducted a masterly campaign of combined dlploma'hc
and military pressures which has glven the U.S. one political body-blow after another.
Just before the Formosa crisis was precipitated, we already saw the spectacle of the UN secretary
- general flying to negotiate with the government which the U.S. refuses to recognize. The Peiping rulers were
proving that the world and its world organization had to talk to them, deal with them, as the masters of China,
even though the U.S. kept its head firmly stuck in the ground. We then saw thespectacle of the U N secretary

.the. actual.war-that-is-going - - - L

CHIANG KAI-SHEK

coming Home, hands empty, to put pressure on
the U.S. to placate the €Chinese and soften the
‘Us. treaty with Chiang.

Dulles could only sit by and bite his ﬁnger-
nails while this charade was going on, a dra-
matization of the fact that the U.S.’s insistence
on excluding the real (though. detestable) ‘gov-

ernment.of China from the UN was a farce and

mrmponded te no reality recogmzed by any

other country.
“Then Washington

traction to the Chin-

diculous shifts™ on
the question of al-
lowing the captive
airmen’s relatives to
visit them in China.
When -it finally re-
fused * them pass-
ports (not because
they are subversives-
but. beeause- it could
_not guarantee their
safety, it said), over
‘all of Asia -there
rang out satiric.ha-
" has, as Max Lerner
ruefully-reports.-in a

. MAO TSE-TUNG

- ---cnoﬂwr. i

@ The U S has begun-to. talk.in tems of a deal with
- ;- Peiping, that is; with the regime whose existence it re-

e -£fases to recognize. ‘Whether it:isa deal for a.ceasesfire:

.. Oor Some: w;der arrangement on-island:control, it doesn’t

V "o atter. . Pelplno‘ ‘has forced Washmgton into this po--

5 smon.

0 The U 8.~ which, under Etsenhower, “unleashed” .
. Chlang Kai-shek a couple years ago, has of course. acted .
... -im the past-year to put-a halter on him- agam, but this -
- has. been done surreptitiously, not pubhcly in. the eyes :

added a little extra .

ese game by its ri--

" column. from:abroad.. -

- But this: was: only.
the opening  one- -
T aeler. - Wml ‘the Chinese qﬂcck on. Yikiang and the ..

~-: Tachens, and Eisenhower’s message’ in reaction, a series :
-of msequences hcve ‘put the U.S. in one hole affer

of the world. It was a victory for the Stalinists when
this same Eisenhower began shamefacedly to. propose
publicly a cease-fire around Formosa, that is, the formal
“leashing” of Chiang and his forces by agreement with
the Stalinists.

@ Stalinist China is taking two points, Yikiang and
the Tachens, without an all-out fight. The Tachens are
being, taken, with U.S. consent, right under the guns
of the Seventh Fleet,

@ The gains for the Stalinist position are such that
numerous voices in the U.S., even while supporting
Eisenhower on Formosa, are encouraged to rise and
demand the recognition of Peiping, as in Justice -Doug-
las’s speech in favor of seating “Two Chinas” in the

- UN. If this is happening just a bit in the U.S,, in the '

rest of the world it is being borne in on everyone that
U.S. intransigence agamst recognition of Peipmg cre-
ates a No. 1 war danger in the world.

@ U.S. stock hds sunk. Stalinist Chinese stock has
risen. The N.Y. T7#nes’ main news story (Feb. 1) on
the decision ;by the. UN Security Council to invite
Peiping to its sessions relates the speeches by the coun-
cil members and sums up. : -

- %“These statements. by. the representétives of the
prineipal allies of the U.S. stréngthened the belief ‘that

Communist: China had gained.eonsiderable- prestige since :

the U.S. raised. the question of. the prxsoners in the
General Assembly. last December. -

Some delegates; in fact believe that if the Peiping )
government adnpts -anything like g Teasonable position .
in the fighting:in the Formosa area it-may get its rep-

resentatives seated in -the Assembly- next September.”

The Times sfory. _mmd you, is not about the rise. in -

prestige by the Chinese Stalinists. among the peoples of
the world; it is about their rise in prestige in the eyes of

. the British.and Frénch. govermnenis. the- cloust friends the
. | .bus'

- *The above»mentic;né'd Max Lerner, with many groans,:
reports from his Asian trip on:his “talks with leaders :

in half a dozen Asian countries.”. He laments that U.S.
is considered responsnble for -the. Formosa crisis. “The

-fact is that-if we get inte a war over .Formosa we will-
have to go it alone. Even the SEATO countries do not ...

LS

feel the pact commits them to help defend Chiang’s-
domain, . ..”

He, and others, are talking about the isolated position -
of the U.S. in seriou<ly contemplating a war to defend -

Formosa. But the U.S., as Eisenhower brandishes .

threats of war, is in danger of driving into an even more
1solated position, perhaps day after tomorow. ’

In the first place, let us assume, as. mott people (13/ .

cluding Eisehhower) do, that the Chinese will not mové
to attack Formosa, but sxmply digest the two places -
already taken. The. U.S. is left in its “posture of -

_ strength,” a war message ringing on the air; posturing~+

with the Sevéhth Fleet mobilized, with its Jet planes and -
atomic bombs in readiness ... . a massive. display of .
armed might in the backyard. of the Chinese nation, .
all the way across the world from the borders of the -
U.S. where the Seventh Fleet came from, . fists being.-
shaken all over America, . .
“peacefully” retire demmmm'ng U.8. intervention. . . . .

This in itself would be enoiigh! There are few people
in the U.S. who have even tried to imagine what they °

~-would think" (even if anti-government) if a foreign '

power from the other side of the weorld sailed its fleéets ’
and unlinibered atom bombs- off Long Island or: the
Golden Gate while claiming that these: peints:. were
essential to its “security”} For:the- people of most: of

- the' rest: of .the ‘world, little imagination is: needed,:for 3
. the people of all Asxa (anfL Afnca), nowe, )

%
IS THE WORST STILL AHEAD?.

) luf this is not all, Tbe firstcloss. disaster wMelr leoms :
..ahead, and which the: catastrophic policy of U.S. imperial- ::
* ism is begging for, will-be seen- if and> when-the Chinese

Stalinists decide’ to call- Eisenhower’s: bluff’ on - Qnmoy
and the Matsu Islands, the - islands which chock: up the

fChinese harbors: of Amoy and Foocllow.

Eisenhower’s: message implied; but Ieft open, defense

'of these islands from Stalinist.attack: He would decide .
- at the time, the president. said. But he wanted. “the :

power. to-bomb:and attack ‘the Chinese" ‘mainland:in éase -

‘of military concéntrations for invasion of any of these :
. places held by the Chiang:forces.” : :

If the Stalinistsmove to-atback Quemoy, the chmce ey

lTurn to. last pagel

. and. the Chinese Sta,lzmsts a

’,'1

U.S. War Line on Formosa Can Lead Only
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‘LABOR ACTION

b g i .

;'labol'-..ftatesmen * and the Class Struggle

- THE STUDEBAKER B

BBLE

- HAS BURST

By PETER JARMS  ~
- The Studebaker bubble has burst.

The much-heralded labor-management peace plan'_

of last August has burst into so many fragments of

" ‘a balloon.
'Y The South Bend Studebaker workers voted almosf
unanimously to. strike Studebaker unless their de-

mands on fair production standards are met.

i For the background of the event, readers should "
- recall the press, radio and télevision coverage of a

vote by Local 5 of the United Auto Workers (CIO)
to take a wage cut and give up contract gains they had
won in-the past. After the first vote was defeated a
second vote was called for and after a bhtz campaign
‘the contract was accepted.
 The workers voted for the new contract with its
wage ‘cut because they were told they had to do it to
keep Studebaker in business, to keep it “competitive.”
They were told that this would bring back workers
who had been laid off (guéss how the laid off work-

ers voted), and that actually they would be making

as much as the rest of the auto workers anyway.

 The leader of the UAW, by silence, gave consent to
the project. But the leaders were not happy. When

" confronted with a question on the matter they flew

into a rage, or said that they personally had nothing
to.do with it. One vice-president said at a national
conference that he didn't even know about it, except
What he read in the papers.

Louis Horvath, president of Local 5, became a

national hero. Eisenhower himself mentioned him in
one of his speeches, and by name too. Editorial after
editorial lauded the statesmanship of this leader:
That's being sensible. Cut your night bonus. Put

crimps- in. gour. job-posting upgrading . procedure. -

Cut your pay when yow work on holidays. Revise your
layoff precedure to eliminate the workers’ choice of
more deszmble jobs. Become “competitive.”

_Crackdown on the Good Boys

' Then what happened? The workers who had been

laid off were not recalled. A layoff lasting four

- weeks, for alleged “changes, * took place. The Stude-

baker-Packard alliance started %o crack down on
production standards.

. At the UAW Economic Conference-the first signs
that  things were not s¢ good at Studebaker were
reard. Local 5 itself had a resolution for the confer-

- Keard. Local 5 itself had a resolution for the confer-
U efice Trmportant sections read as follows:

£ “WheMas The creed of ‘American labor to give a fair day’s
pay “is ‘one "of the greatest supports of ‘the free enterprise
system, If fairly conducted everyone concerned—worker, em-
ployer and consumer can get their fair share of benefits, but
when it becomes too much unbalanced the whole system is

i endange1ed, and
i [“Whereas: A majority of the workers civered: by the. UAW-
"~ CIO in the plants of the Independents and the suppliers are
- aliéady: unde1 tremendous pressure to give up many of their

hard-won gains in wages, fringe bénefits and workmg condi-
tions because their employers contend that these are in excess
of-the gains won in the plants of their big competitors. They

" gay- that unless they are granted such relief, their share of the

busmess ~will soon be in the hands if the Big Three; and

“Wheoeas The first foundation of -our union was built on
overcoming the unfair working conditions that existed in-most
of the plants in the early 80’s and the drive for wages and
other fringe benefits came much later, we are of the opinion
that if we are to continue to grow in strength we dave not
ahandon this principle of a fair day’s work and

“Whe7 eas: The strength of our union and its ability to lead
the way for the rest of labor depends upon the ability of our
“small unions 4o continue to remain. in existence so that they
may provide the nécessary support for the larger unions, we
must make every effort to protect the ‘gains that they won so
that they may continue to exist; and be it theréfore

-“Resolved: That we. include in our-economic. demands for
1955 a-strong -demand for better work standards in all plants

.. —spelling out in detail the methods by which these standards.

are to be set-and how they are to be protected, and that these

démands be given prxomty equal to our demands for -guaran-

“ted full employmert. .

: Begmnmg to Worry

“Analyzing the resolution one can see that the lead-
«ership of the local stili believe they were right in

— woting the wage cuf, but they are beginning o worry -
_that their work standards-are ‘becoming tight.  They -
y ond up by cullmg for‘a struggle: for: faur work -stand- -~ phy. Otherwise the union:contracts: will reflect  the =

~ and the company had to back down.
- hand, the Continental Motors local in Muskegon gave

up their annual improvement factor for three months, -
and International Harvester has still not met the 1953

Then the tone of the Studebaker Weekly'N ews, the’

organ -of the local, changed. It started to print arti-
cles which differed from the past. In the past the
Studebaker local paper had prmted articles about

the Studebaker-employees’ picnic ‘(run excluswely by
' the company) and other such matters. But now-ar-
‘ticles about the change in management’s attitude .
-started . to appear.

This was capped by :some sly
innuendos. in the December 29 issue.

The headline read “NEW YEAR—NEW MAN—
AGEMENT,” and after ‘extending: its best wishes to
the new management, they point: out that this new
management’s policy is unknown, and then they go
on to say: “We have heard no expression from top

management as.to the desires of the corporation for .
the same kind of friendly understanding that ex- -

isted before the merger, and since they are the only
ones who can make any statements-in this rgard, we
have no way of knowing what their feelings are . . .
Any concept that leaves the workers out will certainly
mark a radical change from that of the company that
survived for more than a century because it recog-

nized the importance of all of its employees. It was .

under this concept that we agreed-last summer to sac-
rifice a part of our gains to keep the company in a
position to compete and thus make more secure the
position of the ‘team’ and the entire community.”

The article concludes with a warning to manage-
ment that the UAW-is still a militant union.

This Lesson Must Not Be Forgotten

In the same issue President Horvath goes into the
question of day work and time-study procedure. -Ob-
viously the heat in the shop motivates the article.
After explaining to the workers that they have to

fight to' get an adequate .(fair) rate, he complains:

“The company’s present ‘hard to reach’ attitude
is a far cry from their attitude last summer, and their
interest in our welfare which was stated so emphati-

cally through the public press and television seems

to have eooled off considerably, but their obligation to

live up to their agreements remains the same and

the union’s position at that time also remains un-
changed. Our position then briefly was as follows:
We would reserve, and if necessary use, the right to
strike.'on any unfair allowance, if we could not-get
a ‘square deal’ through negotiations.”

The negotiations to settle the produchou-sfcndards
dnspufe got nowhere. The local voted authorization

- 40 take a strike vote and on Thursday, January 20,

a vote was taken that produced. a mrqonfy of 7,188
to 806 in favor of sfnkmg.

Even if the issues are: resolved - as they. probably
will be—just as Chrysler settled their officé workers’
contract when faced with a strike—at this.time the

meaning is clear. The leadership. madé: a . horrible

mistake in recommending the contract package:last .
August. Only the little Studebaker local. in California.

refused to go along. They have been proven.right.
The workers gave everything, the company noth-

" ing. Instead of hiring back the laid-off workers, more

layoffs took place. Instead of the old production rates,
the standards department went wild. The Studebaker
workers have learned a lesson they will not soon
forget.

But the damage was_done. Dozens of other comi-

panies demanded the same treatment as Studebaker, .

claiming, “We got to get competitive.” If the locals

- retreated one by one under such pressure, unity be-
- hind a strong UAW program would be lost.

But many locals are fighting this concept.” The Ndsh
workers in Kenosha rejected the concept and refused
to make concessions. American Motors had to settle.
Borg Warner workers in Detroit refused fo go along,

pattern.

The forthcoming - UAW ‘convention. must- take. g :
strong: stand against the “my company; first’ philoso- ..

. worst contracts, not: the best: that is: obtamable. .

'»SPOTLIGHT ON 4-H - - ’
% wu}miitlergmﬁ‘

On the other

On the
Jim Crow
Front

The -Chicago branch of the National
Association for the Advancement of Col-

. ored People has announced the organiza-

tion. of a council' of representatives of
organizations to. support a six-point pro-
gram. to combat segregatlon and dis-

cfimination in Hlinois.. .-

“The six‘point legxslatwe prog'ram calls

for FEPC—equal job opportumtles, ban:
ning of discrimination in hospitals, ‘is- -
suance of. insuramnce, in-public, .public- -
- aided and assisted housmg ‘and to ban

banks ard loan. institutions from diserim<

- ihating in the areas of home~ purchase
-building and repair.

In . addition, the program calls - for
strengthenmg the civil-rights laws, which
ban discrimination in places of -public

accommodation and banning segregation
and discrimination in education. - .

Plans are already under way to orguniz;
community action groups, and oll indica~

. tions are that the NAACP. plans to push a -
-large-scale anti-Béas drive - in Clm:ugo
- this year.

Perhaps the most: hopeful single. fea—
ture to date is the response of Chicago’s
unions. Many Chicago area-union leaders,

~both" AFL and CIQ, are ‘already. actively

involved and. others can be expected to

give at.least token support.
[ ]

"FOR SALE"
When two

Negro. families recently

moved . into .the fashionable Westminster
Place residential section of St. Louis,
about a dozen whife families immediately

- put up “For Sale” signs.
One white couple, however, put up a-
""This house is not for sale.

sign reading,

We like our neighbors. Your race, religio'n
and politics are* not our concern.”
The result was removal of most of the

of time. .
K J

" ThE FdtibHal yoﬁth‘

““For Sale” signs within a short pemod

L

ization, :the 4-H .Clubs, are -planning te -
hold then annual summer, encampment
in Washington, D, C. If present. plans go
through, there will 'be two separate en-
campments in the “show. placé-of démoc-"
racy”—one for. white, one for Negroes.
This will be the first time Negro 4:Hers
will hold a Washington encampment

Previous camps. were usually in southern -

states, and this fact may bring the ”gen-
tlemen s agreement”  (by.which two sep-

arate 4-H Club structures exxst)

the natwnal spotlight.
®

PROTEST BY SUICIDE

into

Chicago’s ‘ghetto has.claimed. another
life. The-¢ity’s: Negro. population, forced

. for the most part into.one small area of

the city, is constantly. faced: with. the
problem of finding decent places. to: live.
Unbelievably high rents for . slum-level
dwelling units are-the rule, and it is not
unusual to find several ‘large . “families
crowded. together into a: tiny kltchenette

apartment

As in New York’s ‘Harlem” thls sﬂ:ua-
tion usually only comes to the eye -6f

_general public' when a -tenement fire

claims the lives of a number of Negro

Americans.

This week it took, in the words of one

- of Chicago’s leading Negro weeklies,'the
. Defender, a tragedy in Gary, Ind.:to

focus public -atention -on the shameful

‘housing shortage i n Chicago.:

The victim was Allen Shelby,; the 31-

vear-old father of eight children: :(his °
wife expecting' her ninth), who threw :

himself beneath the wheels of a~ truck in-

Gary.

Investigation revecled fhof Shelby cnd
‘his -family—ten in all—lived -in. o fwo-
room apartment on Chicago's South Side.

He had repeatedly attempted to find de--

cent living quarters for his family. The

. Chicago Housing Authority turned him .

down because he had “"too many childr'eh;'

He, as a last resort, wrote a letter di-~
rectly to Chicago's mayor beseeching-him.
to use his influence to help "him find a-
decent sanitary home where  ten people

could live like. human beings. He necewed
no answer from the mayor and with qll
the resources at his command complefely

exhausted Shelby took what ﬂle pohce

deseribe ‘as "the edsiest way-out.”" . -

The response of the .Negro: commumty
and press. is oné of shock; ’combme&:mth
a-bitter resentmen apaihst: t’h i
tions-that killed~ ‘this: man."-.-,« a3

3
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- to Tammany racketeers. .

apolog'xze for the Democrats in the states

. vs;here the .Dixiecrats are running wild )
with. thelr antx-umon ‘right to work’ laws

- and where every form of segre«atlon and.
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Demacrats Gov. Leader in Penns yl vama

Gives His labar Baclrers the Knife

By GERRY-McDERMOTT

Plttsburgh Jan. 30——Pennsylvamas much-pub11c1zed new - Demo-
cratic governor, George Leader, the first Democrat to hold the office in
fwenty years, has launched h1s administration by publicly repudiating

his united labor support.

~ The CIO, AFL, UMW and Railroad Brotherhoods all knocked them-
selves out electing Leader, the hand-picked candidate of the Philadelphia
and-Pitsburgh big-city Democratic . machmes But—

. (1) When the same labor lead-
ers united behind a candldcfe for

- the post of Secretary of Labor and

Industry in the governor's cabinet,
'I'Iley were turned down and the job

. g:ven 1o a party hack.

{2) This hack then took office

* with a warning to labor that they

must not put the state’s induslry in
a poor compeh'hve position by “ex-
cessive” ‘demands. This thinly

“veiled -reference to the run-away

- shop -problem echoes the cries of

employers throughout the north-
eastern United States.

(3) The Democratic . machine
followed up this slap with-a man-
euver aimed at one of the few
labor representatives high in
Democratic Party circles.

State Senator Samuel Neff, a
Steelworker Union official, has
been the leading party stalwart in

MIKE--QUILL‘ HADTO, SPEAK UP ALONE

. By.BEN HALL.

the industrial area west of Pltts-
burgh. Having - worked hard for the
party for many years, he could normally
expect one of the many plush patronage
jobs which have now fallen to the Demo-
crats. (In this state, as in many others, a
great many jobs are not covered by civil
service, and, unlike the situation at the
federal level, patronage is a real consid-
eration.) The job offered to Neff was
really a trap—it was a state job, but one
paid for by federal funds,. which would
have put Neff under the Hatch Act and

-officeholders.

A

In Philadelphia the Main Line aristo- .

crats, Dilworth and Clark, provide a re-
spectable front for the same crew of-
Tammany-type Irish Catholic professional
The two elements do mnot
always get along, but they get along well .
enough to keep labor from getting much
influence in the party. This, is the party

“for whom Dave McDonald and Jim Carey

forced him to get out of politics. There- .

fore, he turned down the job—which is
what the Democrats planned, of course.

_ The . primary, value. of patronage jobs,
from the point of view; of political organi-
zations, is that they provide the holder
with an income but with very. few duties.
This makes it possible for him to- devote
almost all his time to serving the politi-
cal machine. A second asset is, of course,
that the officeholder. can direct the policy
of the office he holds so as to beneﬁt
friends of the organization.

BOSSES" PARTY .

- Therefore the Democrats avoid putting
labor people ‘either in jobs where they can
devote - théir time fo -building  labor’s
political machine, or where they can direct
policy in a way that would be beneficial
to- la,bor. They will a.ccept labor’s votes,
they will make labor promises, they will

o pay - labor -tribute in- holiday -orations or

When Walter Reuther, at the CIO convention, reJected the forma-

tion of a labor party, the’ trade-union press commented at length on his’
‘speech and- quoted coplously from:it. Mike Quill was all but ignored.

Yet it was Quill, president of the Transport Workers Union, who prod-
ded Reuther into an outspoken repudiation of his own past.

Quill came out foursquare for a
labor party—with its independence
somewhat qualified, but for a la-
bor party. The full text of his
speech and a page of later com-
ment by him were published in the
December . issue of his ~union’s
paper, the TWU Express.

-] believe serious consuderahon

.should : be..-given: to building " in -
. America ‘a really and truly inde-
‘pendent political party of ClO so
that the workers will have the
choice of expressing themselves
- separate and upari' from any of
- the existing parties.” And he ended .
- his convention speech with, "I be-
lieve we. should give serious consid-
. eration to- building up a third

party, a political party, a labor

party, o trade-union party — call

it - what_you will but a party of
labor. - When we do this, our reso-
lution on polrhcal action will have

real mecmng for the workers of
- #his country.” - : :
- Answering: in advance the stock argu-
ment that. it .is impossible to create a:

national party - overnight, he said, “I

._ believe that a national party of labor

could be. i’ormed that would bring people
by the hundreds of thousahds to our ban-

“ner, but if the time is not ripe for that

now, at least it should be done in states

. where it is not possible for CIO to work
_side by-side with the Democratic bosses.

k2]

EXPLAINS WHY

To the conventlon delegates he gave a

. }unt of what goads him to demand an

orgamzatlonal break with the Democratic
party. In New York, he told them,. the
party was controlled by a ring of “Tam-
many . racketeers” who nominated a lib-
eral like . Harriman only under CI10
pressure but who *performed a major

- [knifing] operation on Franklin Roose-

velt,”
L 41’11 tell you why we can’t get financial

support for PAC in New York City. The .

average - worker in New York says,

‘Listen, T am not going to give a dollar
to. you for PAC so that you will give it
. We have to

denial ‘of eivil liberties to racial minor-
ities is the.official pollcy of Democratic

. gtate administrations.”
. And.in his newspaper article he added, .
«I cannot.ask Negro TWU members to

give their dollars to PAC when those dol-
lars may wmd up supportmg cxty, state

or econgressional candidates who stand

for the denial of every basic civil and.

human right for the Negro people.”
If the CIO carried out Quill's line, it

would be a big step forward for the labor

movement. Of that, there is no question.

We say this even though he carefully tries
(p limit in advance the independence of
- his hypothetical labor party.

As he sees it, a labor party must be

formed <o breal\ with the conservative,”

machine elements in the Democratic
Party, but somehow he would like it to

‘preserve its ties with the so-called lib-

erals within it. For example, “I am not
talking about a political party which
would nominate its own candidate for
president of the United States,” he ex-

. plained to the convention, “I am talking
about . a party that would be strong-

enough to have something to say about
the choice of a nominee for that office.”

. ..In his:Ewpress article he elaborates on’
- this thought:

“I-also want to make clear
that .an independent political party of

- labor does not mean that it must, on

any and every ‘occasion, run candidates
of its own in opposition to the candi-
dates of the-existing parties.”

"AHEAD OF THE PARADE"

Quill is still captivated by the visions
of his old American Laboy Party, which,
like the Liberal Party of today, confined
its role essentially to pressuring the
Democratic Party to run liberals. “After
we have exhausted every avenue of dis-
cussion with those who pick candidates
for high office, and if their final choices

are still repugnant to labor, then I say: -

Let us run our own candidates.”.

But these reservations and qualifications,
which weaken the consistency of Quill's
position, do net alfer: one simple fact:
tf the labor movement started out along
Quill's road the very momentum of living
politics would quickly push it toward
qreaier independence.

. if we are not to consider setting
up a labor party in states where the

Democratic' Party is not progressive, lib- .

eral, New Deal-Fair Deal and decent—
+hen are we not just a tail to the Demo-
cratic party kite?” So writes Quill.

But if a new party were formed every-
where where the Democratic Party was
in the hands of conservative machines, it
wouldn’t leave much territory for the
old line. And what of the so-called lib-
erals? Quill has an accurate impression
of their sorry state. The “liberal progres-
sxve forces in this country,” he concedes,

“are already confused, divided, and
largely apathetic.” He doesn’t leave much
room for working- effectively: with or
within the Democratic Party.

Sad to relate, Mike Quill had to speak
up alone and unaided. Once, Reuther
feared to get “too.far ahead of the pa-
rade.” Now he’s back in line. In fact,
he’s falling to the rear.

SIS B e S SRS SR e e TR S

after-dinner speeches, and they will even
appoint a labor leader to window-dressing
jobs on “advisory committees,” “develop-
ment commissions,” Kentucky Colonel
posts, and the like. But the Democrats

will not let representatives of labor close

to actual positions of pelitical power. ..

" These most recent events in Pennsyl-
vania Democratic circles simply follow:
the pattern of the Lawrence-Kane ma-
chine .in Pittsburgh &nd the Dilworth-
Clark force$ of Philadelphia. In selecting
their nominee for governor last year—
a year when the Democratic nominee was
almost sure to win—the party pros re-
jected the candidate put forward by labor

and named instead the - realatxvely un- .
“ known George Leader

A few years before, in a cymcal man-
euver, Pittsburgh’'s boss Lawrence eased.
Elmer Holland, a Steelworker Union of-
ficial, out of a sure seat in Congress.

. Real .control of the Democratic Party in

Pennsylvania lies with the two big-city.
- machines,

Pittsburgh - and Philadelphia.
And control of these machines, in turn,
lies . with two elements:

aristocrats.
In Pittsburgh, a Mayor and National
Committeeman Dave Lawrence is pri-

marily a front for Richard K. Mellon,
- -director of the -vast Mellon
. which include Gulif OQil,. Aluminum Com-

interests,-

pany of America, Koppers, Mellon Nation-

al Bank, and much more. Tip-off to-this,-
.- if one is needed, is the fact that Lawrence
is-always supported for re-election by the--

three Republican newspapers in town.

LONDON LETTER

Irish Catholic:
- professional politicians and blue-blooded.

and other Pennsylvania labor leaders
marshal the workers’ votes. -

The new. administration is being watch~
ed with considerable interest, if only be-
cause of the demagogic campaign which,
the Democrats waged. The identical na-
ture of the tweo old capitalist parties was
clearly shown as the Democsats in Penn-
sylvania put en a campaign every bit. as
irresponsible as that of Eisenhower ry
195? or Nixon last year. :

LAB SPECIMEN

The Democrats promised to end unem-x
ployment in a state where unemployment
1s primarily due to the decline of thé
coal industry -and - the related -railroad
industry. To make good on this promise,’
the Democrats would have to revive the
coal industry while at the same time
halting the mechanization which is caus=
ing much of the unemployment—an im-
possible task. The Democrats. further
promised to repeal the sales tax, while.
at the same time providing new state
services which will cost a half-billion;
dollars a year. At the same time, they:
promise to halt the flight of industry from.

the state—which means that they can

hardly shift the tax burden onto corpora-
tions. Since an income tax in Pennsyl-
vania is unconstitutional, the sales tax;
will have to be replaced by some other’
thinly veiled tax on consumers. :

Another feature of the new aclmlmstra—
tlon is the creation of a brain trust.. Tq
counteract somewhat the party hacks who’
have been installed in the cabinet, the
stale administration. has been loaded thh,
professors — political science professors,
law professors, finance professors, and the
like.

Many “good government” advocates.,
have always. cried that capitalist govern-:
ment would “work”—by which they meari,:
avoid corruption, debt and poor service-—.
if only “good people” were in office.  The
“good people” who for years have been,
telling graduate students how government,
“should be run’*are now in office, The re-:
sults will be interesting and instructive. : -

e g
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At any rate, they can hardly do a worse: -

job.-than. .the outgoing Republican- gang:-

- Under: their long rule, state government:

was so incredibly bad that there was not.
even a central accounting system. To
this day, no one knows how Pennsylvania’

tax moneys have been spent for the last: .

half-century. v
- This will provide the one “out” for the
Democrats. Their one hope of getting:

: people to forget their promises is to dlg"f

out and. para,de across the heéadlines: the:
Republican -~ seandals - which everyone:

"knows have existed for years in every,

nook and cranny of state government.'
And in the meantime, they can begin
stealing on their own, to provide some.
future Republican demogegue with am-
munition to cover his failure to make good,
on promises.

Here we have a labratory specimen of
the two-party system within which Wal-
ter Reuther wants the labor movement to
work. : -

Malayan Gaerrlllas Holding Out

By DAVID ALEXANDER

LONDON, Jan. 26—The visit of Genelal
Phao Sxmanondh, chief of militia of the-
Thai government, to Singapore, to: con-
sult with " the British General Officer
comanding in Malaya, marks a new step
in the war of over 140,000 British troops

and policemen against 3000 “Commu- .

nists” in the Malayan jungles.

Three years ago an official estimate put .

the number of Malayan “terrorists” at
2,500. They were organized in-cadres,
with a unified command and derived their
income partly from taxes imposed upon
the populations in which they lived, part- .

ly from ransoms extracted from, traders, -
and partly from aid given by members .

of the 1% million Chinese minority of
Malaya. Their arms and their training

" were obtained mostly under the Japanese

during the last war, and their propa-
ganda came through China.

When' the Japanese surrendered in
1945, they parted with most of their arms

to Malayan volunteers. This was inevit- -
able, as the British Commander in Chief -
of Southeast Asia—Lord Mountbatten, .

of Southeast Asia from India to Indo-~
nesia. The Japanese likewise ceded their

-"had to spread his troops over the whole ; ‘

arms in Indonesia, Bruma and the Philli~ =

pines to local nationalists rather than !
surrender them to Europeans in these
countries. -

Between 1945 and 1948 the interna- :
tlonal situation was such that the Ma-
Jayan nationalists were getting no sup-
port from the Stalinists. The Chinese -

Nationalist government had a treaty :
with Russia; Stalin was still smiling at ;.

Churchill ; and no purpose could have :
been served for the Stalinist bloc by aid- .

ing the Malayan nationalists. However,
small-scale police skirmishes .continued ¢
throughout this period until 1948 when a .

minor war developed, and Mao overran
China in the same year.

Evere since then, British troops, sﬁp- .

plies and money have been pouring into i

e

the colony to make it safe for British :
investments. It is said that .aboiit one- :

fifth of all Britain’s dollar balances come-
from the tin and rubber produced there.:
Canberra bombers,. helicopters, ﬂame- )

IContinued on page 6)




To the detm )
Much though all sane persons must de-
plore any talk which indicates that a gen-

~eral ‘war could serve any w orthwhile pur-

pose it is important to be able to dis-
tinguish a merely vocal threat of war
from an acfual danger.

Roughly a week after the president’s

resolution was rushed through Congress .

with disgusting mnear- -unanimity, it is

transparently obvious that its actual con-~.
tent is far from warlike. The actual effect

of the resolution is to evacuate the
Chiang forces from most of the offshore

~ islands, and to cede them to the Chinese

‘Stalinist regime. There is no question

that this concession is being forced upon:

Chiang—although the U. 8. Seventh’
Fleet will prevent the Communists from
attacking the evacuating troops, it also

" has the funection of enforcing the evacua-
“tion upon the unwilling Nationalists.

That the Mao regime has won a sig-

nificant victory at no expense to itself
is apparent. The actual value of that vic-
tory, both for the Mao bureaucracy and
for the Chinese workers and peasants, is
much greater than is immediately obvi-
ous. But first it is instructive to see how
the interaction of U. S. imperialist for-
eign policy with domestic American poli-
tics forces the U. S. into the same trap
over and over again.

Had America phrased its declaration

“ in the form of a move to mutually isolate
. the Chiang and Mao forces, in order to

effect a reduction of tension in the area,
it would have realized diplomatic gains,
and could have posed to some extent as
a responsible power acting in the inter-

_ests of peace. The domestic agitation of-

the “China Lobby,” and of the whole
Knowland-- Nixon - McCarthy wing L of

" American_ politics, completely ruled out

any such confession of the real purpose
(or effect) of the declaration, as far as
American domestic consumption was con-
cerned. Thus domestic political considera-

' tions, completely determined the face put
upon the strategic retreat which was in:

fact being ordered—this at inestimable

cost- to .the - general “Toreign .policy of -

“Free World” unity. A very likely de-
cisive issue has been handed the Labor

. Party, and the Bevanites within the

party,- in the ‘forthcoming  British elec-
tions—-An even greater impetus has un-
doubtedly been given to the opposition
to. West German armament, both in Ger-

- many -itself and in Western Europe. In

short, the- carefully -and painstakingly
built structure of Western alliances has
again been seriously shaken, and thus the
diplomatic and propaganda position of
the U. 8. via-a-vis the USSR has been
weakened. A principle can be deduced
quite. easily: U. S. pronouncements on
foreign policy are alweys subordinated
to the placating of the most extreme
jingo imperialism in America.

* Geographically and diplomatically, the
Chinese Stalinists have won, and have
had conceded to them by the U. S,, the
maximum victory which the ~1tuat10n of-
fered. Any attempt to actually attack
Chiang on Formosa would, of course, be
suicidal in view of the.massive strength
of the Seventh Fleet—an army in motor-
ized junks would, needless to say never
reach Formosa. In addition, such an ad-
venture would throw away the major
diplomatic and propagandistic achieve-
ments now in hand. We can say with
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assurance that no ‘actual increase of the
war threat is involved, despite the car
Toads of phony belligerency with which
the U. S. leaders have clouded the sxtua—
tion.

The goals and timing of the Chinese
coup. are not difficult to elucidate, and
are quite rewarding to an understanding

_of the whole complex problem of China’s

political present and future. It can safely
be said -that internal economic difficuities
and preponderant American force have
ruled the elimination of Chiang off the

Chinese Stalinist timetable. The wresting,

away of the offshore islands, however,
is by itself of great real value to China,
in drastically reducing the effect of the

"Nationalist blockade of the China coast.

Faced as it is with the overwhelming
problem of accumulation, on an almost
purely agricultural base, in ordexr to push
a -program of industrialization of how-
ever modest proportions, the regime des-
perately requires the reopening of the
Asian market. The recent sharp turn of
the Kremlin toward renewed forced in-
dustrialization.at home merely re-empha-
sizes the unavailability of real -capital
aid from that quarter. It must be over-

whelmingly clear to the Chinese Stalin-

ist leaders .that China cannot begin to
raise itself out of backwardness without
Asian trade, in the paramount instance
trade with industrial Japan, now becom-

ing a real possibility from the Japanese

‘end.

The conditions of entrenchment of the
bureaucratic class as the exploiters of
China do not, however, permit the Mao
regime to explain the move against the
offshore islands in any such light, par-
ticularly” because of automatically rais-
ing the question of international alliance
with the Kremlin, not to speak of initiat-
ing all sorts of discussion as to the role
of the toiling classes in the national rev-
olution. In the absence of such honesty,
the most backward characteristics of the
Chinese masses are ‘exploited with stu-
pendous cynicism. Asian racism, chauvin-
ism, anti-foreignism and crude national-
ist braggadocio serve the purpose of the
Mao clique for agitational concepts. This

demagogy will cost-the regime Some dif-

ficulties, no- doubt; when the 1econquest
of Formosa does not occur! A revolution-
ary in China, while naturally fully sup-
porting any move which weakens the
blockade, should be able to use the result-
ing disillusionment to alienate the con-
fidence of the best elements. of the toilers
from the regime that so shabbily plays
upon their aspirations. At the same time,
such revolutiorists should fully exploit
the opportunity inherent in the much-
publicized heavy- industry (armament!)
turn in Russian economic planning to
weaken the prestige of the USSR and
direct the hopes of those committed to
the national revolution away from Rus-
sia and toward a Socialist Japan and
an eventual Asian Socialist Federation.

As to demagogic threats to attack For-

.mosa, Chinese socialists should counter-

pose the achievement of UN membership
by vresponsibility and maintenance of
peaceful attitudes by the Chinese Peo-
ples’ Republic¢, as the most effective road
to the elimination of Chiang. The slogan
of self-determination for Formosa can

be effectively employed, and illustrates a

principled socialist position, but of course
only if the Chiang troops are excluded
from participation in any such determin-
ation, and correctly defined as foreign
occupiers. Such a demand, which would
be worthy of support by socialists the
world over, would also gain China great
prestige as willing to sacrifice aggran-
dizement in the cause of peace.

The proposal for a UN cease-fire is
also worthy of world socialist support,
and a useful opportunity for denouncing
the demagogic belligexency of the Stalin-
ist rulers, if it is raised as a genuine
cease-fire. Such a genuine cease-fire
would, of course, involve the cessation
of the Chiang blockade (even a reduced
blockade based on Formosa alone), since
the blockade is, of course, the sole re-
mnaining cause and context of active
military operations. The slogan of such

a genuine cease-fir€ is, of course, in the ’

best interests of the Chinese national

revolution, and affords another priceless -

opportunity for counterposing principled
defense of Chinese interests to the dema-
gogic opportunism of the Stalinist re-
gime,

Readers have noticed that the ques-

- tions of socialist policy for China have

assumed the continuing aegis of the Mao
regime over the next perlod Chinese de-

.velopment, It is the view of the wnter

’

hmese Stalmlsm and Formosa |

that in' countriés which world capitalist
imperialism has kept for so long in such
great backwardness as China, the prole-
tariat had, so to speak, but a' single
chance to assume clear leadership of the
national revolution. Betrayed by the Stal-

-inist Comintern in the twenties to the

executioners of the imperialist agent

thang the Chinese proletariat will re- -
quire the experience and development of

the economy of another generation’ to
acquire sufficient social weight and self-
confidence to .take the political stage
again and assume its role of leadehship

in the national struggle, in aceordance’

with the theory of Permanent Revolu-
tion.

In the meantime, the tasks of the na-
tional revolution remain no less-pressing,
and it is the role of the Stalinist bu-
reancracy to begin the attack upon these
tasks, under the economic forms of state
capitalism. By constantly counterposing
the real interests of the national revolu-.
tion, and the political rights of the work-
ers and peasants, to the requirements of
the national and foreign Stalinist bu-
reaucracy, the revolutionary socialist car

"best pepare the most advanced of the

Chinese -toilers for working-class inter-
vention on the political stage. This orien-
tation demands at’ the same time:
(a) loyal defense of the national revolu-
tion against the threat of imperialist in-
tervention; (b) constant counterpesition
of the real interests of that revolution
to the opportunistic adventures demanded
by Kremlin-bloc power politics and the
necessity of the Mao clique to conceal
their real role,in Chinese society—i.e., to
entrench themselves as a distinet explox-
ting class on the backs of the masses;
and . (¢)  steady agitation for political
recognition of the sacrifices which the

" rieeds of that revolition demand from the
toiling masses. This last should culmin-

ate in ‘the slogan advanced by Comrade

Wang of a “Workers’,” Soldiers’ and
Peasants’ Congress.” ' o
Note: General reference should be -

made to the article “China’s’ Stalinist
State ,” by M. Y. Wang, in the New
Inte?na,tumal March-April 1951. :
o © Jake BARNES

L d
Commenf

Comrade Barnes’ dlscussxon of the cur-
rent Formosa situation is useful in its
emphasis on the fact that the Stalinists
have won victories out of U. S. policy;
this line of analysis is developed in more
detail in our leading article this-week.

Comrade Barnes proceeds from this

" subject to outline his more theoretical

views on the nature of the Chinese Stal-
inist regime, and, while he has no doubt
not been able to do justice to his views
in short compass, the following com-
ments are necessary to point. up what
seems to us the peculiarly contradictory
and confused nature of his line of
thought, as we gather it from his letter.

(1) What is the social and class nature
of the Chinese regime under the Stalin-
ists? What social system is being “en-
trenched” by the Mao bureaucracy?
Barnes does not make his view clear,
and naturally it is basic. .

He refers to the ruling “bureaucratic
class,” which he later calls a ‘“distinet
exploiting class” (though the latter term
is used for the “Mao clique,” and it is a
little disconcerting to think of a mere
clique as entrenching itself as a ruling
class); in any case he also refers to it
as the “Stalinist bureaucracy”; and all
of this would odinaily indicate that its
social nature is basically the same as
that in Russian bureaucratic-collectivist
society, except that the latter is already
“entrenched” and the Chinese are only
in the process of “entrenching.”

" But as against this, which could lead
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Precedent for |

Ban on Strikes

Jan. 20 (NAWU News Service}——It was

revealed in Washington:today that one of

the most. far reaching decisions affecting .

organized labor -in decades was handed
down by the Supreme Court of Louisiana
on January 10.

H. L. Mitchell, president of the Na-
tional . Agriculturdal - Workers Union
(AFL), announced that an -appeal is‘be-

‘ing plepared by union. attorneys to ithe - :
_U. 8. Supreme Court. The appeal ill -

reques\t the Supreme Court: to set aside z
permanent- injunction -denying sugar-
cane plantation. workers their:constitu-
tional rights to form a-union; to.strike
and to picket for union recognition at a
time of their own choosing.

The anti-labor .injunctions were secured ’

by huge corporations, . the Godcuaux Su-
gars and South Coast Corporation, "en-
gaged in producing ond processing sugor,
to break a strike of Louisiana sugarcane
plantation workers in "October- 1953. The
injunction granted by District Court Judge
J. Louis Watkins is based on-a new legsl

- theory that workers employed in an in-

' too far. ...

dustry of primary importance to a com-

. munity or state mey not engage: in a work
stoppage: or picket for .union - l:mgmﬁM'

during an emergency period -of produc-
tion. The Louisiana Supreme Court heid
that the strike of sugor-cane :plantation
workers during the harvest season of 1953
constituted such an emefgency and could
not be permitied because of damage to
the employers’ property.

"The Louisiana ‘Supreme Coutt said inf
its decision, “The gunarantee of freedom
of speech, even. if picketing and speech
are held to be identical, cannot be main-
tained in the face of ureparable injury
te property and we are compelled to-hold,

therefore, that the picketing: of:the mllls'

of the - defendants tumder: the eircum-
stances estabhshed here is contraty.
public policy and.that the ‘trial:
was justified in issuing the mJunctlons
The president of the AFL Agncultm al
Workers Union pointed out in his state-
ment that if such a decision is permitted

to stand by the U. S Stipreme Court,’

workers employed in‘any induastiy that is

of. vital concern to a ‘community or’stite
may be enjoined from’ striking or' picket-

ing an employer on the basis that’such

strikes are contrary to public ‘policy.

to a consistent Marxist view of the

Chinese form of Stalinism, we also iead

a reference to “the economic forms:of.
in' China. This could -

state capitalism”
be consistent, if only “economic forms”
are really meant, and Barnes does ot
say that the social system which the Stal-
inist bureaucracy is building is “state
capitalism,” ‘as many confused people
claim to believe. He is therefore not faced
with the obvious difficulty (among
others) of inventing a “capitalism” with-
out any capitalist class whatsoever.
Therefore, Barnes does nof say that
the Mao regime represents a progressive
bourgeois-nationalist rvegime which- de-
serves support, ete.,
held the state-capitalist theory.

Yet, somehow, Barnes comes out ‘with
the conclusion that this Stalinist regime
in China represents “the mational revo-
lution” which is to be “loyvally defended”
against Western imperialism. He will
have to get himself a different under-
pinning in basic analysis before he even
has the right to make this mistake!

The immediate argument whieh Barnes
gives for this conclusion is utterly re-
vealing: There is no hope from the
Chinese proletariat for another genera-
tion. Therefore? Socialist revolution and
power in China is out of the question;
all hope for this third way is abandoned
for our time; therefore the-only. thing

Barnes can, thmk of doing is to suppon: ‘
—the new exploxtels of the working class

against the old:

Barnes’ letter is mterestmg, then, if
only because it states in so many words
that its author can start thinking along

lines of support to Chinese Stalinism

only after abandoning faith and hope in
the forces of - socialist revolution in the
world today.
for pro-Stalinism of every sort, from

Isac Deutscher and Sartre to Pablo and

William Z. Foster.
“For some reason,. Comrade Barneg

writes the words “in accordance with the -
theory of Permanent Revolution” in pre-

cisely the same sentence in -which: he

blandly explains that all hope must.be - - -
given - up. for' the working - class: for® -
another generation! Some thmors Just go -

—Ed

-as do some who-

This is the precondition -
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Coni‘mumg a Discussion:

Fasmsts and Clwl leertles

Thw article by Comrade Walker, which
represents a continuation of the discus-
gion on Fascists and Civil Liberties, was
discussed and. approved by the Berkeley
unit of the YSL.—Ed.

By JACK WALKER

. Following the discussion on the rights

of fascists to organize, which the Berke-
ley unit of the ¥SL touched off (Chal-
lenge, Dee. 13) some additional clarify-
ing remarks might be in order.

- "The first observation is that the ques-

tion of fascism. is not answered by simply

being against it. Its defeat calls for dif-
ferent tactics at different periods. These
factics, in turn, flow from the social ana-
lysis of fascism held by revolutionary
socialists.

We have. descnbed a fully developed
fascist movement as a mobilization of
-sections of ‘the nriddle class and declassed
elements in seciety as an instrument

“used by leading sections of the capitalist

class in oider to smash the labor move-
ment ih an imriediate physical sense, and
thereby maintain an -anthoritarian form
of capitalism when a social crisis and a
consequent  social polarization threaten

-the . continuance of capitalism. At this
" point the. only alternatives seen by the

working class and its political parties ave

' socxahsm or fascism. _
Relymg both on expenence and fheory.

socialists hdve drawn up certain axioms
for the fight cgcmtt fascism:

ccplfchst s'fcfe for. protection, since the
capitalist _clcss is sympathetic, neutral,
or at least unwilling. to take decisive ac-

‘tion against fascism in such a crisis.

(3) 1% is necessary for the working class
ond. its political organizations to mobilize
their forces immediately toward o strug-
gle for stafe power, and by their bold
actions to show the middle classes thet
there is ¢ way out of the crisis other than
fascism.

DIFFERENT SITUATIONS

In the course of a developing fascist
‘movement, which will engage in violent

~ encounters with the working class and

political and national minorities, it is
of the utmest importance to hurl back
faseist terrorism by counter-violence of

workers, else the fascists will paralyze-

the working class and those other strata
who would rally to its defense.
~In such a struggle with a clearly de-

. (1) js necessary to alert the working
fhai it mcy physrcally defend ite

lmposslble fo rely upon Hle_
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lineated fascist movement "the nicettes
between defensive and offensive tactics
will not always be clear or meaningful.
For example; if known fascist bands at-
tack workers. organizations five days a
week, and workers organizations attack
fascist bands two days a week, this does
not make the workers’ organizations vio-

lators of civil.liberties during the two’

days that they are counter-attacking.

_However, we also recognrize that the
situation today ts not as depicted above
and our problems vis-a-vis fascism are
different.

In the first case, the basxc political bat-
tle today is occurring not:in connection
with street fights but over the question
of the right to organize and propagandize

for a dissident political point of view.-

The danger comes from the bourgeois
state’s suppression of civil liberties,  We
do not accord the government nor our-
selves the right or duty to use juridical
or physical v1olence to restrict minority
political groups of all shades in political,
non-violent activities.

At the same time we can and do call
upon the government and cops to prevent
the bombing of a Negro’s home, or to
arrest a Tascist or policeman guilty of
practicing - violence on Negroes, Mexi-
cans, Puerto Ricans, ete. If the preven-
tion and punishment of such  acts of
violence were undertaken by the state,
we would applaud. At the same time, ex-
perience has shown that even here—
where the fate of the. capitalist system

is not involved—there -is -a delicate: re- .

ticence -on the part of the pohce, FBI,
state guard and other agencies to pre-
vent or punish such acts of violence. We
therefore urge minority groups, even
today, to rely upon.their own efforts to
deferid themselves; as well as™ calling
upon -the law to earry out its nominal
functions. Su¢h experience and occasions
will expose the disinterest of the police
for their welfare.

QUESTION OF TACTICS

There are several other situations
which might throw light on these prob-
lems. For instance socialists may have to
defend their public meetings or leaflet
distributions from fascists, Stalinists, or
reactionaries. In this case local defense
groups might have to be set up (e.g;
SFA in Los Angeles, the Stalinists in
front of the Jefferson school a few years
ago).

An additional case is the need for
socialists to combat politically nascent
fascist regroupments or ultra-reaction-
ary formations. So far as a. fascist group
like G. L. K. Smith’s is concerned; we
picket his meetings today. Tomorrow we
might be urging defense squads to com-

It Was Quite a Shock to
Stalinoid Rally at Berkeley

By JACK WALKER

BERKELEY, Jan. 12—When the S.tal-v

inist-dominated “Californians for the Bill
of Rights” held a meeting on armed serv-
1ces’ loyalty oaths tonight, at which
former Congressman Robert Condon was
the featured speaker, they asked for a
Student Civil Liberties Union speaker on
the. ROTC loyalty oath at the University
of California. What they hoped for was
some “inmnoeent” who would give a mild
presentation of the SCLU viewpoint and
thereby tie in the pro-civil liberties SCLU
with the pro-civil-liberties-sometimes-on-
this - side - of - the - iron-curtain Stalin-
ist front organization. The CFBR was
disappointed.

First, SCLU did not send down an official
spokesman because it did not wish te
share the same platform with the CFBR.
And second, the unofficial spokesman who
presented the SCLU viewpoint turned out
te be Berkeley YSL Orgasizer Charles
‘Shain. In the course of describing the
ROTC oath events and SCLU's activities
Shain emphasized SCLU's repudiation of
the' Stdlinists' and their front groups'
phony struggle for "‘civil liberties,” while
simultoneously defending the Stalinists®
right to civil liberties.

As. it becanie more than obvious that

an alien, “anti- progresswe element was
on thetr platform the temperature
crawled further and further down the
mercury bulb in the 200-person audience.
The main source of aggravation, for this
turnout of mostly old and hardened Stal-
inists and Stalinoids, was probably this
defense of civil liberties for Stalinists,

while blasting them for endorsing the

Smith Act against the SWP and having - '

political tests on Iron Curtain campuses,
" At the conclusion of the meeting, a .
resolution to endorse SCLU’s position-
(one of the many that were, proposed and
voted upon) as the most active cam-

paigner against the ROTC oath was %

squashed in favor of an independent reso~"
Jution by CFBR! No wonder!

The YSL also distributed about & -

hundred copies of the issue of LABOR
AcCTION featuring extensive coverage of
the McCarthy mass meeting in Madlson
Square Garden.

A typical Stalinist postscrlpt to - the
in¢ident was a report in the Stalinist.
West Coast daily The Peoples’ World
which completely neglected the criticak
content of the speech outlining SCLU’s

_ . position with reference to Stalinism. but
attempted to link SCLU with the CFBR.
" Naturally this was repudiated by SCLU.

READERS 'I\'A/KE THE FLOOR

‘Raising Some Questions
On Civil-Liberties Line

To the Editor: _
Bravo! for your official viewpoint in

‘the discussion of whether fascists have

the right to organize (Challenge, Decem-
ber 13). It is heartening to find that your
love of civil liberties includes a clear-
cut theory of reciprocity. It is hearten-
ing, too, to find that the old stereotyped,
authoritarian Trotskyite line on this sub-
ject has been definitively rejected by your
organization, and that the type of dog-
matist who would presume to lay down
what line is “correct” is in a minority in
the YSL. Democratic socialists welcome
this evolution in the YSL, and declare
their solidarity with those advanced ele-
ments within the organization who ave
responsible for it.

However, I cannot help but raise a
couple'of questions, the answers to which
are left unclear by your otherwise excel-
lent discussion.

(1) Do you advocate (or apologlze for)
governmental action against -fascist or-

bat his thugs andjor prevent the march ganizations which. commit overt acts of

of fascist goon squads into New York’s

violence? Or do you mean action against

Jewish neighborhoods by lining up milk fascist mdividuals who commit such acts,

bottles on the rooftops. The tactics vary
with the inclination toward violence
showed by Smith’s group and with the
social composition which he is able to
organize to support his politics (the lat-
ter influenced by the former).

‘Our discussion of Smith should make
it evident that we do not call for physical

discussion groups which limit their activi-

and perhaps against those guilty of di-
rect exhortation towards the specific
overt acts in question? The former seems
to me to be implied at several points in
your discussion, but the latter strikes me
as a more democratic formulation. (In-
deed, it was upon just this issue, and
the spelling. out of the former view in

_interference with sedate fascist-minded your “Democracy and Soc1allsm pam-

phlet-issue of May 4, 1953, that a YPSL

ties to pefitions and proclamations of - motion to accept the ISL-SYL as a demo-

their rocial superiority or Aryan-ness, or
to sympathy for Hitler and Mussolini. We
would attack them politically.

To carry the question of tactics fur-
ther, we felt that the YSL in New York
should have seriously investigated the

-possibility of organizing a picket line of

hundred people against the
in Madison

several
McCarthy mass meeting

"Square Garden last year.

The purposes of such a picket line

‘would have been: (1) to mobilizepolitical
ultra-reactionary _

opposition to this
grouping—which probably would have
been good for national publicity; (2) to
encourage further counter-demonstra-
tions if - additional meetings are called
{Coantinued on page 7)

cratic socialist organization failed to re-
ceive even the single vote that might
have been expected at the SP NEC meet-
ing of July 18, 1953.)

If you do mean that organizations per
se should be outlawed for overt acts of
violence, unto what generation of pseudo-
nyms do you propose to pursue the of-
fending parties? If the Students for

America today is found guilty of such.

-acts and made illegal, and if tomorrow a
new orgdnization of the ‘same personnel
and advocating the same policies mysteri-
ously springs into being, naming itself
the Socialists for Demoeratic Democracy,
is the new organization proseribed, too?
If net, where is the force of the proserip-
tlon" If 505 how do you propose to iden-

> R T

tify it through its succ’eséive changes of

. name, if not by the personnel and ideo-

logy involved? And how dees this differ
from outlawing opinions? After what
period does the organization. get a new
chance to prove itself peaceful?- What

is the procedure for becOoming a new
chance to prove itself peaeeful? What
. is the procedure for becoming legal
again?

Perhaps you mean only that organiza-

- tions should be punished (i.e., fined, or the

leaders imprisoned) for specific acts of
violence for which the organizations are
responsible as they occur. This is some-
what less obnomous, as 1t does not pre--

vent reversion to peaceful advocacy. Tf

it is what you mean, you are at any
rate in good, conservative company: a
judge upon a well-known occasion sim-

ilarly punished the .United Mine Work- .
it involves a doctrine of . -

ers. However,
collective responsibility for crime to.
which I don’t think a socialist ought to
subscribe. ' )

(2) You state, “We are against de-

nial of civil liberties to fascists and

Stalinists, not because we feel concerned

with their rights but because of the polit-

ical consequences- of granting that they
lack such rights, consequences which can
and do redound to the harm of the pro-
aressive forces in the country and to the
state of
fortunate that you add, “and to the state”
of democracy in general,” for this pre-
cludes the crudest possible interpreta-
tion of your statement: namely, that “the
struggle for democratic rights is .
a clever device for embarrassing the
undemocratic bourgeoisie.” As it stands,
vour statement smacks rather of the.no-
tion that democratic rights must be al-
lowed even to these who would deny them
to others, because as soon -as we deny
them to anyone on any pretext, we estab-
lish in the minds of many the precept'
that they are deniable; because, more-
over,
would deny them to others”
matter of interpretation.

Now, this is a perfectly good 1easou"‘_\

for supporting democratic rights, and m

it you are once again in good, reputable . :

company (this time the utilitarian John.
Stuart Mill). However, it seems to me-

. that a socialist, filled with the love ofi[

humanity, should be c¢oncerned with. the

. rights of fascists and Stalinists epqn

(Continued on pogeé 7). -

L

.. just-.

democracy in general.” It-is..

o

the jdentification: of “thoseAwho
is largelly'a._ P
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"LABOR ACTION

Some Polltlcal Notes
On the German Scene

The Bonn correspondent of the Manchester
Guardian, a source of information not given to

sensatlonallsm, reports in the January 27 issue-

that a serious drive to expand.the para-mlhtary'

B “Peoples Police Force” in. East Germany is

about to. oegln The East German piippet re-
gime plans to increase the number of-the Peo-
ple’s Police from 110, to. 135,000'-in the next

.- thiree months The goal. set for the East German

armed forces is a totalof 300 000 men under:
arms by the end of 1956.

The core of this’ army exists in “the form of
the People’s Police “in barracks,”
tinct from the- civil police, and numbers about
90,000. men. The Manchester Guardian - corres-

 pondent writes that “The addition of 25,000

men means that the force can be kept up to its

- present effective strength of seven d1v1s10ns

while 25,000 experienced officers and men can

, be detached in order to train the first recruits.”

" Should the Bonn Parliament approve the

- Paris Treaty and the Adenauer government be-

gin rearming in earnest, the East German re-
gime will start calling up its conscripts. The
machinery for this purpose was set up last
September when special registration -officers
were appointed by the Ministry of the Interior
on the district (Kreis) level. These officers
have drawn up lists of all men born between
1910 -and 1938 and all women between 1914
and 1920: :

‘The  conseription. f'program is to be supple-~

mented by a recruiting drive.. The East German

- regnne has o illusions about the difficulties it

faces in creating an armed force to match the
future 12 (or more)- West German divisions.

For one thing, the East German authorities.

which is dis-

‘ apply pressure on thelr members. They may-
post the names of those who refuse to volunteer -

in local newspapers. and: party pubhcatlons
The regime, however, is not restmg on the ef-
fects of “patriotism” and public opinion.

All district committees of the FDJ have been

instructed to encourage members to “volunteer”
And if they don’t likely candi--

for the army.
dates will be threatened with the loss of “privi-
leges’” such as the right to attend a university; -
the right to training for an-industrial post or
to qualify for any good position,

On the side of inducements, “volunteers” may
choose their branch of service and even their
unit. - Technical personnel are being offered -
considerable financial lures. Medical offieers are
to receive 2,600 marks a month and medical
orderlies 520 marks. The basic pay of other
ranks is only 300 matks a month.

West Germans who decide to come to live
-in the-Russian zone will receive special consid-
eration. They will not be conscripted into the
East German armed forces. They have .been
told by the East.German minister of informa-
tion, Norden, that they are wanted to fill in the
gaps of the labor force. If the East German
"government honors this promise, it may soon

swell the tide of West Germans going East,
particularly those who want to avoid being con-
seripted into the West Germany army!

Another inducement for joining the East

German armed forces is the promise of rapid
mass. promotions. . There are now about 8,000
officers-and -12,000" non-commissioned ofﬁcers
A minimum of 3,000. officers and 6,000 non-
commissioned officer will be needed. Pay, priv-
ileges and :prestige are being increased.

must draw on a much smaller manpower. pool .

than West Germany for add1t10ns to the armed

i forces

.~ East Germany has a total" populatlon of
about 19 million, and West Germany- about 48
mllhon As it is, the creation of the existing

armed force of 110,000 men—75 per cent of

them under 30 years of age—has already. put a

,heavy strain on the East German economy. A

‘further- expansion will intensify the strain.
(And if there is a corrésponding swing back to

emphasis on heavy industry, the difficulties

faced by the Grotewohl: Ulbrlcht reglme w111 be
very great indeed.)
The recruiting drive may very well accelerate

the flight of refugees to West' ‘Germany. The

overwhelming proporhon of the people fleeing
East Germany in the last few years have been

., young men under 30, and the major reason they
~ have given for leaving East Germany has been

*helr desire o avoid Being drafted into fhe
?eople s Police.

The recrultlng program for “volunteers’” now
getting under way is composed in unequal parts

- of propaganda, compulsion and genume induce-
_ ,ments

@O_\OS‘,EST_EP UP-TO-DATE

.The regime has made certain that certain
obstacles to drawing on manpower will be elim-
inated. All state-owned factories have been

ordered to furnish lists of employees of- m111tary :

age.and not to resist their transfer to the armed

- forees. Recruiting groups are being sent to

secOndary schools to find applicants for oﬁicels

.commissions in the Peoplée’s Police.

. The most powerful weapon the East German
government wields  in its recruiting . drive is
the application of pressure on the members of-

b . the ruling Socialist Unity Party (SED) and the

L Free German Youth (FDJ).

In these two or-
gamzatlons are to be found approximately 65
per cent:of young people of military age.’

AII 1ocaI units of the SED have been told to

TWO-WAY: STREET

It was not so long ago that the “West” was
basking in the smug, moral self-satisfaction
and righteousness of Western superiority over

the difference between conditions in the “free”.

West and the Russian satellite countrles of
Eastern Europe.

The ﬂlght of Dr. Otto J ohn head of the Bonn

secret service, to East Germany created a sen-
sation. The confusion in West Germany and in
the United States .was considerable. In fact,

" gome American:journalists and radio commen-

tators ascribed Dr. John's.flight east to the--
fact that he was an ““idealists” who could not
stand the moral rottenness of West Germany!

Not so sensational but infinitely more embar-

rasing to the Adenauer government is the unde-
niable fuct of a steady flow of Germans from

west to east. Accordmg to figures issued byf
. the East German regime, more than 40,000 Ger-

mans left the Federal Republic and went East
in the period between October 1953 and Sep-
tember 1954,

~ Attempting to explain this surprising phe-
nomenon, the Geérman Social-Democratic Eng-
glish“language bulletin News From Germany
declares that a large number of those going to
East Germany are refugees from the Russian-
occupled zone who, having established them-

their families back with them to their new
homes.
This may be so, but it does not provide the
whole explanation for thlS steady stream back
- to East Germany.
"Many go to East Germany for jobs, and
,others who  hail orlgmally from the Russian
zone go back because they fear the division of
Germany will not be healed in the foreseeable
‘future. They do not relish the permanent exile
from thelr homes, o T

selves in Western Germany, return and bring.

The main attraction, however, for the flight
eastward is neither economic nor the homesick-
ness of those who originally lived in East Ger-
many, according to Paul Wohl, the Christian
Science Monitor reporter in Germany. Writing

in the New Leader back in Sepfember 1954, |

Wohl wrote that the prmupal attraction East
Germany holds for those in the Federal Republic
is political in character. These West Germans;.
he declared, have the conviction that. without o .
war, "German unity ean come only through a
reconciliation with the East.”

The net effect of all’ this is that it is no
longer possible for the American propagandists .

of the State Department to paint the differences . S |

between “East™and “West” in white and black. .

Life in the “free” West, in this case Germany;

_has lost some of its charms. State Department -

Why
o

- GHOSTS ARE WALKING .
As the fateful moment approaches: when ‘the :

Bonn parliament must vote on the Paris Treaty, . -
the d1v131ons in the ranks of the German bour- .

geoisie- on the question. of Adenauer’ s pro-
American policies deepen. In the past year-no
less than four former German chancellors— -
"Franz von Papen, Dr. Heinrich Bruening, Hans
Luther and Joseph Wirth—raised their voices
in protest against the program of rearmament
-‘which they considered would seal the d1v1sxon
of the’ country .
In the case of Dr. Bruening, there was mo
.doubt that he was not engaged in an- ‘isolated. -
adventure to recoup his political fortunes. The -
‘occasion for his remarks was an address he
‘delivered before the Rhein-Ruhr Club in Dues-
seldorf, the seat of the West German industrial -
barons. When he spoke last June, Dr. Bruening
advocated a return to the policy- represented by °
the “Locarno Treaty.” That is, Germany should:
%lfay the role of go-between between East and
est.

Now another pohtlcal ghost out of the past
has taken his place in this growing chorus of
German bourgeois neutralism.

Dr. Herman Rauschning, an early supporter of.

Hitler; who- later-turned against the.Noais and. . . -

took refuge in the United States, has joined the

~attack on Bonn's rearmament program. After - -

19 yedrs of residence in the United States,
Rauschning wenf back to Western- Germcmy'
last year. -

In the last few weeks, Rauschning has been
writing in a new Duesseldorf perlodlcal the

Rhein-Westphalian. News. In its first issue:of-

January 15, 1955, Dr. Rauschnmg wrote: “The
-rearmament of West Germany is not the road’
to natlonal unity.” And in a book which is due
to: appear soow ealled Germon Unity and World
Peace, Rauschmng expands on the same theme )

A questlon ‘which has been puzzling everyone
is: who is supplying the funds for the Rhine-
Westphalian News? - The Bonn government .
understandably enough, is interested: inthe
~question, and has been making inquiries, . butf_
nothing has come to light so far.

Is it too much to hazard that the same West
German industrialists who gave Dr. Bruening’
his chance to advocate a policy of neutralism
last June are also backing the Rhme-Westpha-
lian News and Dr., Rauschmng"

HONEST HAHN

In its last two issues, our contemporary, the -
New Leader has been featuring articles.on Ger-
many. In its issue of January 17, it carried an
article by Peter Meyer, which was nothing
more than a sustained lament about the policies .
of the German Social-Democratic Party. With
Meyer’s complaint that the Ollenhauer leader-
ship has no thought-out positive policy to bring .
about German unity, we have no disagreement. .

Nevertheless, as Meyer notes, the SDP in .-
practice is resisting rearmament and in effect:

that puts it inthe forefront of the struggle for: .
German reumﬁcatlon What is important is: ...

Meyer’s declaration that the unification of
~Germany is de31rab1e and he adds. “all the Ger-,
man parties and-all the Western alhes agree on:
that.” e
of cOu_rse, Meyer makes clear under what'
' ' - {Continued on page 7} o

1 \-j~;

propagandlsts mlght start - trying to explaln S
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Malayan Guernllas ——

{Continued from page 3!

throwers, jet fighters, and even the pois-
oning. ‘of food supplies have been used
against the .nationalists since 1948.
Whole villages have been punished by
curfews, food shortages and travel re-
strxctmns 75,000 unrooted Malayan
“squatters” have been transported to dif-
ferent parts of the country A state of
‘emergency has existed in many districts
and the commander in chief has assumed
full control.

. Why is. it that the Malayan national-

: lsts have- been' able to:hold: out against
¢ such’ fantastic.odds? Certainly the den-

sity of ‘the jungle is an important factor..
<Many parts of it -have. never- been ex—_

-: plored by Europeans, .

::Récently, however, . there. has been evi-
dence of much greater direct Chinese

" aid. ‘Much of the arms arealleged to

have arrived a.different way. Chinese of:
ficials “in - Thailand have been buying
medical supplies.and taking them across
the frontier into Malaya.

,Recently a -batch of German-made

" hypodérmic syringes was found in an
-~ abandoned camp. Such a type are not sold .

in Malaya, and have not been exported
to China. ‘There-is also evidence of con-
tinual smuggling of Chmese made arms
through Thailand.

HIDEOUT IN THAILAND

British military intelligence has re-
cently discovered that just inside ‘the
Thai border is to be found not only the
" headquarters but also the training estab-
. lishment - of the Malayan “terrorists.”
Through here, a staff of 300 supervises
the passage of arms across the border,
" gives ‘medical :treatment to. casualties,
‘and -acts as a base establishment.

This information was little comfort

. to the Thais. They sent out a reconnais-

sance force, and discovered that the
Malayan emplacements were too strong

~and. tod mobile. Furthermore the latter

were receiving help from a local group of
mixed Malays, Thais and Chinese known
ds “Sam-Sams.”

It 'Will “be r'em‘embered that Thailand,

o 'f ‘{Continued from. page 6)
conditions the Westeérn alliers are in
favor ‘of German .unity: if. the Russians
permit- Free elections and if a unified Ger-
many is free to join the-Western alliance.

-However, the next issue of the New

] Leader (January 24) carries a much

franker, more honest and simultaneously
'more c¢ynical articlg on this very question
by one’ Waltér F. Hahn, -entitled “Will.
*- Germany Ever-Be Unified?” :
Says author Hahn:
"~ “But what if; by some miraculous quid -
pro quo, the Sonet: Union did "agree to
- gét Germany free; -independent, fully
- armed and no strings’ attached? Would
this: tally with our interests? -
; "Faclng the issue "honestly, the answer
“is again. in- the negative.. We might have

- to swallow. but the taste woild be bit-

- 4ér, "We -have ‘labored for nearly half a

_decade to -extend the Western defense'_
" wall to-the Elbe river. Now, within sigh¥

of ‘at-least Hmited’ success. it would ‘be -
. more fhan ‘aganizing' to abandon a care-
fully .entrenched position for the danqer-

- ots unknown. A reunified Germany, léft fo

her own devices, would net only revolu--
" tionize the power relationship -.of Europe,
.. bt would: also introduce that one extra
variable capable of detonating the en-

- #ire dialectic. In simple terms: One Ger-

man-in the hands is worth two in the bush.

The sum ‘of these pnrfs means that Geér- .

man -reunification “is nelther desired nor
desirable under present circumstancés.”

. 'The rest of this pitiful exercise in
Machbpohtzk is devoted. to - some never-;’
never-land of history where the Germans
‘havé never been a nation and really don’t
want-to be one. Or in Hahn's winged

’wordsf “In short, today’s - geographic

reahty of the Elbe boundary has been a -

the Phlllipines and Pakistan were the
only three genuinely Asian countries to

join SEATO at Manila recently. It was

then ‘that British and American strate-
gists invoked their aid to destroy the
_ Malayan nationalists. At first Thailand
was cagey, but the aid she has received
from America, and her fear for her own
security on her Northern border, decided
her; if she was throwing her. hand in
with the West, she must play whole-
heartedly.

.The present visit of General Phao,
corresponding to the visits of Common-
wealth- leaders to ‘Singapore, marks a
stage in the-war of extermination being
carried out by the British. imperialists.
‘Many Malayan “terrorists” are starving,
many. have surrendered and more would

if they did not fear the judicial conse--

quences of surrender. Their casualties

have been great, and their thhdrawal,

into- Thailand, though only partial, is a
severe setback

While they are able to obtain aid
through Thailand from China they can
continue the battle. They can never win,

and must live as rats until some mdls—‘

cretion puts them at the mercy of the

_government. There is little doubt that the

government is winning substantially. It

can never-completely. destroy them, be- .

cause they have too much support among
the Chinese (including -some rich Chi-

nese) in’ Mala.ya itself. Most Malays are. -

disinterested in the war, regarding it as
a score between the Chmese minority and
the. British imperialists.

The “respectable” _nationalists ,under
Dato..Onn say that the government can-
not expect the support of Mala ays in this
battle, uriless it gives them sorhe control
of the government. The government says
it' cannot- proffer ‘advancement until the

war is over. However, economic and stra- -
tegic pundits in Whitehall have made it .

clear that Britain has no. intention of

leaving its most lucrative investment, or.

abandonmg its most important strateglc
outpost in the East. With Suez in Egyp-
tian hands, and. Smgapore under Stalin-
ist control the empire would become just
a collection of postage stamps.

'Wo Germanies — —

cultural reality since the beginnings of .

modern times.”. American- policy there-

fore in perpetuating the division of Ger-

many is truer to Germany’s historical
destiny than the millions of Germans
-who want the ' unification of their
country' '

WHAT DO THEY SAY’

We know that the editors of the New
Leader are not responsible for the opin-
ions expressed by all the writers who
fill the pages of the nagazine: But surely
some - clarification' is -necessary here.
Which point of view does the New Leader

endorse, that of Meyer or that of Hahn?

Or: perhaps the editors of the New Leader
*.don’t ‘have. any opinions on this quéstion
and-are away .on vacation.

"Of ‘course; there is. nothing fundamen-
. tal - to choose ‘from-as between : Meyer's

point of view and-that of Hahn. Meyer &

is for a unified Germany, a free' Germany,
if ‘it exercises-this freedom in only .one

way: to join the.American camp. Hahn -
doesn’t -even ~want them to .have. this -

abstract ‘freedom. ‘And. as -an expression

of  American policy, Hahn s closer to

the truth.
In both -articles there is contamed a

profound: .distrust and - pessimism. con- -
- cerning” the German working class and
‘the:German: people. They believe that the
Germans:cannot resigt the Russian power -

{Meyer) or else that an independent Ger-
many will .pursue its own imperial and
national interests (Hahn). Both authors
agree that only American mxlx_tary power
can contain- Russian totalitarianism.

Do the editors of the New Leader share -

these beliefs? We think the readers-.o_f__
the New Leader deserve some editorial
clarification on these questions.

N.Y. YSL Class on
“"Toward the Understanding of Marnsm

: .Fhe second session of thisclvass,' on the Marxist Theory of History, will
- theet Tuesday, Feb. 8 at 7:30 p. m, To accommodate other students, another

~-gection of the same class will meet on ‘Wednesday, Feb. 9 also at 7:30.

- Classes. held at 114 West 14 Street, N. V. €.

Readers Take the Floor -y

IConhnued from page 5]
apart from the question of political wtil-
ity.. Fascists and Stalinists are human
bemgs, ‘too; the creation and-espousal of

‘ideas is a Jjoy and satisfaction to them

as.well as to anyone else, and- as-long
as they can enjoy this right without its
actually being- denied . to. others, we

. should be glad to see them' 1ece1vmg
_satisfaction. It goes without saying, of

course, that at the same time. we otr-

selves must argue’ and work like hell to -

keep their ideas from poevazlmg P
Drck FREDERICKSE’\T
[ J

Comrade . Frederlcksens remarks re-
quire  several commeénts’

(1) His hearty congratulahons to the )

YSL-for its"point of view on the rights
of fascists is, while- g‘ratlfymg, slightly
overdone. For thie point of ‘view spelled
out in our December 13 issue is one

which is not-exactly new to the YSL;
it is one which was held by both. of:

the constituent orgamzatlons, YPSL and

SYL, for-at least some time. It is: of
course true that in previous.years many

liberals and socxallsts, including Trotsky-

ists, held incorrect views on this question,
.but these have long. since been “Fevised.

"(2) We:are puzzled by the reference
to:those in -the -YSL who - ‘may. disagree

with our -viewpoint on thig ‘quiestion as -

“the type of dogmatist who would pre-
sume to lay down what line is ‘correct.’

We also think that our line is correct.

(without - quotation marks), and might
even be . said. to be dogmatlc in this be-
lief if by “dogmatic” one means not ‘its

~perJorat1ve connotations, but rather, be-
lieving in something, in' this Idea for
- example, strongly, (Thouo'h we do not
consider ourselves to be “‘advanced ele-

ments” therefore.) We hope that -Com:
rade Fredericksen also believes that- the

" line that fascxsts are _entitled to civil

llbertles is a correct one.

“(3) “As  Comtade Frédéricksen points
- out, the article “of Décember 13 made-

clear that ;our defense of. civil. llbertles
is not Just “3 clever device for embaras- _
sing the undemocratic bouweorsle 7 Hu-
manltauans though ‘We ‘are, we do not,

. however, share one of his reasons for -

that defense, namely that Stalmxsts and

fascists - receive. “joy .and . satlsfactlon”

from their pohtlcal work, Indeed, we are
quite pleased when they suffer a pohtlcal
defeat;, when people "réject  their views,

" even though this ™may cause thém. great

anguish. The pomt which we “tried to
indicate on this score was that our con-

- cérn with the rlgh‘ts of  totalitarians re-

sults from our ‘concern W1th democracy,

and not with the: we]l bexng‘ of the reac- -

tionary despots.- As.a matter of fact we
are for their ‘political lll-bemg :
(4) And, finally, as to the - maJor pomt
which. Fredericksen raises, one. Whlch in-
volves problématic’ considerations: “Ini our -

view, there would be no violation of civil -

liberties _in ‘government actxon agamst a
group- whose nature and raison d'étre
was one of acts of v1olence against Work-
ers, radicals, ete. which was a military
organization for performing such actlons,

and which the governinent acted against -
- because of thelr havmg' wreaked violence,

ete. " Action - by " 'the “Weimer ‘republic
against the- Nazi. S.8. . would -have been
a-case in -point. Socialists therefore
might- not . condemn - such - attacks by a

bourgeois state, mlght indeed even eall
" for them, pointing. out‘at the- same time

that the workers could not rely upon the
capitalist government to "defend ‘them
against fascist terror, and urging the
workers to defend themselves.

The question which Fredericksen poses

about such’ groups changing their names,

or becoming peaceful,.are . clearly irrele-
vant to such a situation. There is a

problem, of course, in regard to the polit- -

ical organizations of whieh the above
réferred-to groups are the military. arms,
the Nazi party, for example. For this
problem, there can be no.“magic form-

- ula Whether one would act, or urge or
defend the action of the government,

against a political movement whose mili-

. tary forces - were engaged in violence
against the workers would depend upon .

a .whole variety of.circumstances, such'

-as the degree to which the political ‘or-
. ganization and the . forces comnruttmg"

violence were intertwined; the degree of

| -danger facing a- workers government
. from such. counter-revolutmnary groups, :

if that were the situation, or:the danger

confronting - democracy and ‘thé “labor ‘.

movement from fascists, if that wére the ‘

case,

" It is impossible to foresee or spell out
all of the details which socialists would
have to.consider at that time. One must
add, however, that above’ all, the con-
srderatxon of one’s devotion to clemocracy
would 'have to be. ‘present to -guidethe

-thinking ‘of Socialist when they would

deal with these problems:.

The heart of the question of c1v11 hb-
erties does not lie in the problem Whether
or not a government has the rlght 1o act
agamsf v1olence and terror or agamsl; €es-

' pienage. It is to be found in regard o

one’s -attitude towards the mht .of 'all,
1ncludmg those ‘whose views. are. obnox—
ious, reactlonary and totahtarlan, _to,
advocate those views. The- mtchhunt in.
this country today is almed at the ads-
vocacy of views which are unpopular,k
which disagree with those of the regime.
Principled civil-libertarians _defend. the,
right of all to gpread their 1deas ‘through.
orgamzatlon, meetmgs, press, ete. Thxs
is the essential question. '

For the Editors of Challenye

Max MARTIN

- Comrade Fredencksens letber refers

+ to-the Labor Action pamphlet-xssue on -
- “Democracy and Socialism” in langusge

‘which-may imply that it contained-a view
on- Fascists -and ' Civil - Liberty: different.
from ‘that recently expressed*in ‘Chigls:
-lenge. In case this is a correct lnterpreta-
tion of his senterice, we wish topoint out:-

(1) -The “Democracy and - Socialisii” .

issue specifically presented and explamed::-
what has been Labor Action’s position for
many years:
“cluding the right of expression- of oplmon
for .the most reactionary vrewpomts

(2) - Articles in Labor Action-have. for:
years polemized-in -favoy of this view-:
point.and against the position of - denying
civil liberties to fascists or- alleged - ‘f -
“cists, as well as Stallmsts We are. o

course _glad ‘to.see. that .the YSIL .adopts -~

this . posutron too.—Ed., Labor Actzon

Fasasts - ;-

; ICoﬂfmued from page 51 -
(offer leadersth), and if called oﬂ’ to
-push our role as a “contributing . cause;
3) to gather edough forces outside: of.
ourselves. to defend sidch a political ges- -

ture- from the possible violerice of- the
senator’s niore enthusiastic "supporters. -

"(8ee Hal Draper’s “The .Face of the
- Crowd ....” LABOR ACTION, Dec. 6, 1954.)
A hmds1ght view of how we could have’
-funetioried in New 'York would include
appeals to: liberal and radical’ ‘organiza:’

- tions. to form the .core of the. picket line; .

.. the, distribution of leaflets at high school

'_ and college campuses hrgmg student

pxrtlclpa\taon, -setting up a plcket com-

“mittee to plan -tactics. and, assignments

both béfore and - durmg the McCarthy

: meetmg, 3 YSL committee to prepare

. picket signs, h'berature, ete. Such a cam-

' paign would give us a chance to put our "

banner before the youth in the New York
.aréa and embarrass the reticent leadér-
ship of other. orgamzatlons We “could -
‘move their more active members to par-
ticipate with us and get them . better:
aéquainted Wlth our pol1t1cs and organ-
lzatron

*.The national chaxrman of the YSL saad

that he did not.feel that it would have i

‘been possible to organize such a picket .
line from SPers, SDAers, Young Liberals,"
ete. It should be reahzed that on such

an -issue we might appeal to paeifists, -
:SWPers and other radical youth to man °
the line. However, even if we were un- °
successful in.getting a picket line ito- .

gether this time, the preliminary negotia-

tions might have done some good for fu= -
ture more successful demonstrations. The

important thing, however, is to realize -
that we have become so frozen in. our
"posture in this area—a crucial one——that
such a political demonstration was 'not
-even consv.dered at the time!

Tt is to this calcification, partly a -

product of our limited external -activi-
ties and partly a product of ‘Narrow
routinism (“Wé .defend the rights, of -
polltlcal dissidents” is our entire thought
on the matter), that we are directing”
our remarks. Precisely when events be.
gin to splll out of the traditional frame:
work is it. necessary. for- socialists. 1o,
- prepare their own, tlimkmg and. members
-to:offer: leaders}np to youth Wwe .could” not
-normally. reach.

—

civil liberties .for. all, m-' :

e, o

Ty




¢ i {Continued from page 1/}
before the bluffers in ‘Washington will
be one which faces rout on every side.

1) If the U.S. decides to *“pass,” and
let} the Stalinists take Quemoy without
infervention, after all this shouting in
W shmgton, then little need be said!

(2) ‘But if, on the other hand, the U.S.

“gets mvolved in war action not even in

defense of Formosa but in order to keep
the Chinese off an island right off their
port, then we prediet with utmost con-
fidénce that the isolation of the U.S. in
the world will be virtually complete. Even
Eden in Britain has formally drawn a
sharp line of distinction between defend-
ing. Formosa and defending Quemoy.
" iMore: and here is a picture ot which
souls in Washington must shudder.

If the Stalinists start a military build-
up in Aoy, right across from Quemoy,
concentrating their naval power and

- motorized junks right under the nose of

Quemoy, marching in invasion troops, is-
suing ‘ manifestos about the imminent
#“liberation” of Quemoy, tweaking Eisen-
hower’s nose in every move made after

.- his “tough” words about bombing con-

centrations on the mainland . . . and all
this while not yet taking a move toward

" the “forbidden” objective. . . .

- .. What will Eisenhower do?

rivatization” Means Giveaway

By GORDON HASKELL

Can any sane person actually imagine
that the U.S. will dare to carry out Eisen-
hower’s threat? Yet, pelhaps unfortun-
ately sane people can imagine this in
view of the record thus far. But the first
U.S. bomb that falls on the Chmese main-
{and, in PRE’VE’NTIVE bombmg of an
assumed threat not even to Formosa but
to Quemoy, will raise such a storm of
world indignation and horror as awill
sweep around the world!

The beneficiaries will be the totalitar-
ian rulers who have set up their own’
despotism in Peiping.

. L]

Let Formosa Vofe!
These victories for the Stalinists, and
any to come, have not been set up by

the Stalinists. They have been set up by~

the disastrous policy Wwhich irheres in
the outlook -0of American imperialism,

.This policy can lead only from defeat
to defeat, to the greater glory of Stalin-
ism. ‘

An  glternative now being pushed by
some liberal elements, as well as enhghh
ened friends of U.S. imperialism abroad, is
better (nothing could be worse) but not
much better. '

This is the proposal for the “Twe
-Chinas” setup, recently puthIZed in a

One of the most widely-heralded features of the Elsenhower admin-
istration has been its devotion to the institution of private ownership of
the means of production and exchange. So deepseated and ingrained is lord, the largest tenant, the largest holder
this attitude, that the meanings of words have been changed to reflect it.
For instance, it is well known that in U.S. usage “the free world” or “the -

democratic camp” means that part’

of the world where society is based

--.on such private ownership, regard-
. less of any other consideration.

“(For, instance, the dictatorships-of -

’ Latm Amerlca, ‘Franco’s totalitar-
. .ian regime, and Chiang Kai-shek’s
" police state become part of the

“free” world only by this mterpre-
.tatlon )

~/ As a bluff and simple soldier,

‘who tries hard to practice what he
‘preaches, Eisenhower has set out

to squash in the egg the “socialist” -

operations which have- crept into

: ‘government hands over the years.

The first big symbolic act in this

- program of “privatization” of gov-
ernment operations' was turning

over the tidelands oil resources to
the states from whose feeble grasp
it. was expected they would quickly
slip into the firm hands of prlvate

griterprisers.

Since then the government has. also
Sueceeded in “selling” (the word must be

-placed in quotes because without them it
.. wsually evokes an image of an exchange

of equivalents, while in this case what_
'Ehe government got for some solid assets

La-bor Action FORUM

Thursday, February 10 at 8:45 p. m,
Gordon Haskel!
on

The. Wur*Cni:sis Over Fo;:m@s.a: .

Feb 17—Stan Grey reviews ' ‘The Vinson Court”
Feb 24—Max Shachtman. on “Peace Through Coex1stence”’

Laobr Action Hall, 114 West 14 Sh‘e:ei;N.' Y.C.

was more like the symbolic token dollar
which must change hands to give legal
validity to a transfer of property among
friends) , . . the government has also
sold the Inland Waterways Corporation
and the synthetic rubber plants built dur-
ing the war at vast public expense.,

"SOCIALISM" EXPOSED

With the best will in the world, how-
ever, the government has found it hard

speech by Justice Douglas Douglas sup-
ported Eisenhower on the defense of
Formosa, thus proving that he does not
depart too radically from what he him-
self has called the “American Party-
Line,” but he proposes that the UN and
the U S. recognize and seat both Peiping
and Chiang, with neither on the U\I
Security Council.

But not even Douglas puts forward the ;

only democratic proposal, the proposal
which, moreover, is the only one that can
really put the Stalinists on-the spot be-
fore the peoples of the world, and expose
THEIR imperialist interests in the situ-
atxon

This is the proposal on Formosa which
we made last week, and which, we now
see, has also been launched by Ciement
Attee for the British Labor Party.

A plebiscite by which the people .of
Formosa decide their own disposition and
their own fate.

It goes without. saying, of course, that
this means a genuine 'pleblscxte that is
a free vote, not a fake ja-election held by
Chiang thh the.island still under his
power. It goes. equally without saving
that this vote applies to the Formosans,
and not to the members of the imported
occupation force which sits on their
backs. In a declaration publicized by the
Labo1 Daily Herald, Attlee calied for the

charged that the government is, among
other things, the largest electric-power
producer, in the country, the largest in-
surer, the largest lender, the largest land-

of grazing land and tunberland the larg-\
est owner of grain, the largest warehouse
" operator, the largest ship owner and the
largest truck fleet operator.

The C. of C. charged, further, that the
government competes with airlines, bak-
eries, coffee roasters, dry cleaners, freight
forwarders, motor vehicle repairers, ship
builders, ship operators, retail grocers,
rope. manufacturers, tire: retreaders, truck-
ers, fug boat operators, etc., etc.

GOVERNMENT'S ROLE

As this information comes to us second-

to-turn over everything it has been doing 1ang from an article in the January 30

from which a private capitalist could pow York Times,

we have no “way -of

derive a profit. For one thing, it turns knowing .if the C. of C.s pamphlet alsd

out that no one really knows just how
much creeping “socialism” there is. But
that will now be cleared up by a directive
sent out by the Bureau of the Budget to
all governmeént agencies.

By April 15 of this year the dark secret
of the extent of the socialist infection will
be fully known. By that date all govern-
ment agencies must prepare an inventory

listed the government as the largest debt-
or, the largest employer, and the largest
customer for private enterprise” in the.
country. In addition, we trust that they
mercilessly exposed it as the only (mon-
opoly) subsidizer of airlines, ship. opera-
tors and builders, farmers, and -many
others. :

And there is the rub. There can be no

of the activities they carry on which  g5unt that the government can give away

could be handled by private capitalists.
By July 15 this mventory is to be followed
by an evaluation by each agency of the
essentiality” of their enterprises, and of
any reasons why they rannot or should
not be turned ové&r to citizens Who cowdd
make an honest buck out of them.
There can be“little doubt that the list
will be considerable. Last year the Cham-
ber of Commerce of the United States is-
sued a study “Government Competition:
Problem and Perspective,” in which it

New York City

Them to-500-words.

YOU'RE INVITED

to speak your " mind in the letter column of Labor Action. Our policy is -
to. publish letiers of general political interest, 'regardtess of views. Keep "

I

a pile of work to capitalist which could

_the idea.
. anyone else that a free plebiscite would

CI"*Lin‘e on Formosa S——

E\He of Chiang so that such a plebiscite
can be taken.
The Chinese Stallmsts lmmedlately re-

. sponded by rejecting the idea. “The Com-

munist Hainitua (New China) News
Agency said that this idea was ‘totally
unacceptable to the Chinese people’ since -

. it disregarded the fact that Formosa be: -

longed to China.” (N.Y. Times, Feb. 1.)
And of course Chiang equally rejects-
He has no more doubt than

push him off the island. But annexation .
by Mao's China is nof the only alterna-.
tive. The third alternative in. such a-’
plebiseite- must be an independent; demo-.
cratic Formosa under a. government free-
ly elected by the native population. And.
it is this alternative which we ourselves
would = support, while recognizing the.
right of the Formesan people to-vote for
joining China now or in the future when-
ever they so determine.

This is the only proposal for sorvmv
the Formosa impasse which can ensure.
peace in the area without appeasement of
the Stalinists and wzth,(mt reliance on
American belligerency.

it is the first plank in a DEMOCRATIC
FOREIGN POLICY such as reflecks the
meaning of Third Camp politics in the -
Formosa crisis. .

Disarm Peiping’

Plank 2 is the normalization of foreign
relations with the Chinese Stalinist re-
gime, so that the* political war against it
can be estublished on that basis which
deprives Peiping~of all of ifs demogogic.
weapons in defense of its own despotism..

By all means; let the Maoite dictators
enter the talking-shop of the UN—like
all the other governments in the world
which rule over their own people; like
the other police states which clutter up
the UN. A U.S. government that pur-
sued '3 democratic foreign. policy would
msist that  this Stalinist dlctatorshlp
take its place on the spot in the UN,
which is of significance only as an arena
for :political warfare. i :

By all means, the U.S. should recogmze
the Peiping regime. That regmw cannot
be fought eﬁ'ectwely until it 1s first rec--
ognized,; ngen the established .fact that
it does in reslity control the Chmese
nation.

For Political AHack'

‘Plank 3 is the withdrawal of all U.S.
troops, ships and other engines of war
from Chinese waters, down:to the last
man and the last rowboat. Every day.
that the Seventh Fleet remains around, to
the provocation of the Chinese people
and all of Asia, is anofher small-victory -
for Stalinism, or rather the raw material
from which their victories ‘are. ‘made, as
we have explained.

Such a program on the 1mmed1ate For-
mosa crisis is, of course, only a first step
for a democratic foreign policy in the
world. An America that has broken with

do it more efficiently and economically <«imperialism and capitalism could go on

than itself. But however fanatical its ad-
herence to its dogma of private owner-
shlp Aand production, this .will be but the -
tributé which its virtuous intentions pay .
to the vice of necessity.

Thé whole trend of capitalism teday is
toward greater government intervention
in every sphere of the economy. The only
reason the government in the United
States can even make a show .of “privati-
zation” is that its operations have now be- .
come so vast that they form a permanent,
massive underpinning to the whole. capi-
talist structure. This has .produced the -
prosperity of the Permanent War Econ- .
omy. on which capita!ism can continue to-.
thrive only because the government has..
undertaken. to subsidize -directly or: indi- :
mﬂy a. hnge and vital - section of the-
whole. economy for military purpeses. .-

The roles .of debtor and. custemer are -

]ust as vital' in a. cap;tabst. economy: as
" those of: creditor. and;seliér; It faet; they: .
are-all functions.of-each> other:: It is. only: -
because it-would ‘be.s0 patertly impossikle--
for the-system of “private.enterprise” to-
continue for .a day.if the goveérnment

-~ ceased. to. play its. role in these respects. -

that none but the real crackpot fringe:.of -

free enterprisers can. be: really: serious -
.-emphasis:

about “getting - government. out of’ busi-

ness” in the full meaning:of the terms.. .

:What is actually being. proposed, ‘and
what -may very well-bé done, is. simply 1o -

“\ ' give certain privileged groups of <capital- -

ists a nice- chance to further enrich them--

selves at public expense.: A whole. series -

of Dixon-Yates steals are in the making. -

How  convenient it will be to.be able to .
“cover: these sordid -transactions - with-. the -
.. pious claim that-they 'are  part. of -the-.
., battle against :“creeping-socialism.” - - -

from there to a real attack on Stalinism -
with invincible political weapons:

Such a program, which spelis out Hle
meaning of Third Camp anti-war socialism
for realistic politics today, is not only"
directed against the ruinous policy of
American imperialism, but also has nothing
whatsoever in common with that common’
“neutralism”™ which proposes to save
peace by capitulating to and apeasing the
Stalinists. We are demonstrating that it is
the only program that can really fight

- Stalinism, as the imperialist war camp

can never do without posing the question
of world destruction.

"The going pelicy of the U.S. is show-
ing itself. to be a calamity. The liberaks -
hdye-nothing essentially different> to pro- -
pose, and have in fact.rallied behind the -
Eisenliower- message. The- .“neuh‘;ali_sts”
typieally know only how to feed Stalinist -
appetites, not destroy-it. - Where in-the

whole-world is there a single other-prac- -

tical- ‘program: put:-forward-that camfight:
imperialism; maintain.the: peaee .angd: de~
feat Stahmsm’ i

r ~
.Following is the complete text-of.an :
AP dispatch,-N. Y. Twnes, Jan 31—0ur

“CARACAS, Venezuela; Jan: 30 (AP)

. —Foreign: Minister -Aureliano Otanez to- :

day ‘pledged Venezuela’s petrolewm. and
drom. ore to suppott the United States
govemmemt in the Formosa crisis.”’

-The Venezuela government clearly be— i
heves in the slogan of “Not a man; not ¥
a eent” for the U. S.’s 1mper1ahst wars.
For who owns Venezuela’s. petroleum: and
u-on ore, anyway" .
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