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WASHINGTON CRACKS THE WHIP,
BUT MENDES' THIN MARGIN MEANS —

The French Do NOT

marize the socio-political developments of a year in a single phrase or

sentence. In any event, the year 1954 seems, to this writer, to defy any

" such short-hand description. No “trends” are clearly discernible. In
fact, one of the striking things about it, as viewed threugh the head-
lmes of LABOR ACTION, is the similarity if not identity of one of the
major notes with which the year began and on which it ended.

. Dulles' Announcemen¥ Means
No ‘Little’ Wars—Atom War or Nothing—As

Washington Adopts ‘Preventive War' Line (Jan, 23)
Fateful Decision: U. S, NATO Announce They
. Will Initiate Use of Atom Bombs in a War (Dec. 27)

The }readhne at. the Begmmng of .the year was a comment on Dulles’ famous.

speech of January 12 in which he pronounced the doctrine of “instant retahatlon”

at places and by. means of “our own choosing”_as the answer to Stalmlst ageression,

g e

i "_Atm the year élosed with the. eofficial adoption 61 TATS THeoTY o 1'53 equxva ent by a:

groip of. reluctant NATO partners, together with the decxsxon to equip and train
NATO forces for atomic warfare and no other. i
Actually what this means-is that it took the American government a year to

get the NATO allies to accept the military doctrine which had been adopted by this”

country early in 1954. This acceptance was achieved despite the plain demonstra-
tion in. Indochina that the doctrine cannot work in each and every case of Stalinist
expahswn.

While we are on the topic of nuclear warfare, another headline serves to remind

us of one of .the other great events of the year

That Bang You Heard in the Pacific

Was U. S. Foreign Policy Blowing Up (April 12)

&
¥

This was. a summary of our comment on the explosion of the H-bomb in_ the
Pacific which:once more confronted the world with all the awful .potential of ‘this

v.‘new weapon of mass destruction. Military authorities proclaxmed at the time that

{Conftinued on page 2)
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~eome-ofythesBrench National -Assembly’s.

Accept German Arm y

By A. STEIN
An epidemic of “bad nerves,” showing the usual symptoms of shock,
suddén fits of political chills and fevers, exaggerated hope and equally
wild despair, has been very much in evidence for the past several days
in Washington and London. The cause of this illness—which has.impar-
tially struck down such notable governmental figures as President
Eisenhower (in the midst of his happy Christmas vacation) and Secre-
tary of State John Foster Dulles, )
England’s Prime-Minister Chur-
chill and his Foreign Minister An-
thony Eden—has been. diagnosed
as their complete bewilderment .
and inability to anticipate the.out-

debate and vote on the rearmament of
West Germany under the Payis Treaty.
Up to Friday, December 24, Washing-
ton and London were still reflecting Pre-.
mier Mendes-France’s optimistic belief
that he commanded a large majority in
France in favor of West German entry
into the new military coalition, the West-
ern Emopean Union. Behevmg himself
the “indispensable man” of the wretched
Fourth Republic, Premier Mendés-
France did not at first stake the life of
his government on the outcome of the
vote, ‘
The actual result in the National As-
sembly, rejecting West German entry in-
{Continued on page 4}

London New Stateaman ana Natum

- By BEN HALL =

v - A-hired gunman complete with-sawed-off shotgun was arrested in
MontVaie,‘New Jersey as he drove past the home-of Paul Hall, secretary-
treasurer. of -the Atlantic Coast District of the Seafarers International
Union (AFL). He admitted that he had been promised $15,000 to mur-

der Hall'and named as his employer the Tampa port agent of the SIU,

-Ray- White,. who is running against Hall in .current union. elections

 Murder. and the SIU:

The Paul Hall Story

-November 15 through January 15. White

was -arrested in Florida.

- ‘Haili has ruled the SIU: on the East Cocsf-

since - 1948, cutting down .opposition by
physical force. He was a leading membeér
of the board of trustees of the AFL long-

.shoremen's unlon in its fight with the ILA.

" The fight inside the. SIU, the murder at-
fempt,.ond all the ramifications shed light
on the nature- of the SIU administration
and- produce additional facts to explain
why. the AFL effort on the waterfront,
which relied on the SIU {(and the Teum-
siers Union), was defeated,

" Ray White is president. of the AFL

. Central -Trades and Laber Council in
: Tampa Hall now .charges that White, -
-~ who is ‘opposing him for re-election, is a .
i pald agent of the International Long-

shoremen’s -Association. He .cites, as
_proof, the fact that William E. Higgs, a
.-close associate of White, spoke at a mass
rally of the ILA in Brooklyn on Febru-

';a*xyzs

. But-Higgs was once- part. of the Hall

*wachine..The White faction, in an effort .

to take the election machinery out of
Hall’s
union to turn over the counting of the

- ballots to the Honest Ballot Association.

Higgs testified that he personally had
helped Hall to falsify and rig past elee-
tions by destroying ballots. and stuffing
boxes. ‘The court ruled, however, that
this had no bearing on the present elee-
tion; just because the count was crooked
in the past doesn’t mean that it is neces-
sarily crooked now: so ruled the judge.
This logic doubtless seems cloudy to
Higgs.

Hall is lucky to have .escaped death.'

But so is Higgs, who is now Hall’s en-
emy. Last month (reported Bergen Coun-
ty. prosecutor Calissi) the ecar he was
driving in. Tampa was sprayed w1th bul-
iets.

Apparenﬂy there is on carnest election

contest in progress in the SIU.

. After thig introduction into the mili- :

tary aspects of  the election, it may seem

hands, went to court to force the

more literary aspects. Still it should be
recorded somewhere, even if only as a
minor sidelight. Both sides have issued
handbills.

CHARGES AND REPLIES

Hall’s enemies, who now stand openly
accused of an assassination attempt, have
leveled charges against him.in signed
and unsigned leaflets. These aecusations
are worth reporting mainly because of
the reply they elicit from Hall’s friends.

The anti-Hall faction aceuses his ad-
ministration of stealing money. “A com-
mon thief,” they charge, is a union trus-
tee. “Let’s have our funds investigated
and watch some of Hall, Inc.go to jail.”
Another leaflet accuses him of dipping
into the, welfare-funds.

The Hall faction replies in similarly
polished terms, noting that White and
his followers are crooks, phony rats and
maniacs. Here, at least, they stand on the
colid ground of invective, but when they

“answer” the charges against Hall they
enter a world all then own.

To the charge that they are crooked

they answer: "F'Also, why should our funds .

be investigated when Paoul Hall employs
auditors and bookkeepers of his own

choosing fo audit our bdoks.”
Nor are they dismayed by charges that
they: run. crooked elections.. They r &

: “There has been a rumble in our u
,-pomtless to. dlscuss the . campalgn m 1ts-,

for a long time about extra ballots being

printed and our election procedure being

- crooked. However, we know better, as our

Secretary-Treasurer under the .constitu- -
tion . . . is responsible and has to account
for every single ballot printed. Therefore
all our ballots in our past elections are
accounted for by our Secretary-Treasur- -
er.” In brief, how could Hall be a crook
or a fraud when the constitution obli--
gates him to be honest?

It seems too, that the Hall regime ig
democratic. One of its leaflets explains
“Why the Galveston Hall Was Closed.”

It seems that there were various anti- . .~

Hall resolutions “signed in Galveston by
about 80 phonies, including maniac Keith
Alsop, Agent of the Port. These resolu-
tions were presented to the - reg'ular meet-
ing of October 20, 1954. Of course these
resolutions were duly signed and perfect-
ly in order with our SIU constitution
and democratic procedure.” .
And so? Now comes the explanation:
“Well, brothers, we won't be having -any

S:re membership .resolutions from the 80

onies in Galveston, mcludmg Alsop. We - v

have had Bill Hall and Ed Mooney putting
pressure on the phonies who had svgned'
and shipped out. Now, Brother Williams
[la Hall man] in New Orleans has intro-

duced a resolution to close the Galveston - -
Hall and bring that goof: Alsop, te New .

Orleans, as ‘patrolman. We may have fo
toke the same oction in Savannah and -

lConf{nued on page 2}
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Tampa if these rats’ conhnue to ‘fight our
sei'-up
¢ This conc'ludes the complete explana-
_ t1_o_n of why the Hall regime closed down
- 'the Galveston union hall.
‘ e
Now we remember that it was Paul
Hall who, with Dave Beck, was to help
the AFL bring democracy, honesty, good
. clean unionism, and reform to the New
¥ ork -longshoremen. The miracle is not

but that it came so close to winning, bt~

dened as it was with such bannei--.

bearers.

FIGHT STILL ON

Postscript: Beck, who was supposed to
be a big enemy of the ILA racket-infest-
ed leadership, has been ‘discussing with
ILA President Bradley a possible affilia-
tion with the Teamsters Union.’

Nevertheless, the movement o get rid-
of the longshore rackets is far -from dead.

It seemed for a time that the AFL In-
ternational Brotherhood»oil-l.ongshoremen

Murder and the SIU: The Paul Hall | Story —

had been struck a mortal blow when the’

New" York Shipping ‘Association agreed
to.'sign a two-year agreement with the

ILA providing for a wage increase, union .
shop, and no-strike pledge. But whei the
agreement was submitted tothe rank and

file, in"an election conducted by the Hon-
est Ballot Association, it was rejected by
a ‘'vote .of 6,199 to 4,500, with the AFL
campaigning strongly agamst the con-
tract.

* In Brooklyn, where Anthony Anastasia
called ‘for the-adoption of -the contract,

members of- his-local voted it down by
2,721 to 1,515.. A, small: majority of long-.

shoremen votéd to keep the ILA but the
IL:A machine is not solidly -entrenched,

The AFL union' received ‘another uns . .-

. expected boost when the 4000—strong"
Local* 333, United Marine ‘Division; reps. .
resenting. tugboatmen, votéd: teo- secede- 5

from “District 50- of the Uhited:
Workers and ‘join the AFL.- This. localr
had been ‘Bradley’s home local; -he once

presidéd over it. It had- never beeniag:i

cused of racketeering, and when the: ILA

was- expelled from the- AFIL ‘it joined:

Lewis’ outfit. Thisturn of events.jolted: - .

Bradley, who was “shocked. and- sur-
prised.” :

titat the AFL lost the NLRB elections
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the whole NATO concept had been rendered. obsolete with the advent of the ‘H-bomb, '

as had been navies and mass land armies of any kind.

But the fate of humanity cannot_be determined solely by the question of who

has more and bigger bombs. Much of world opinion was aroused by the American
H-bomb tests to protest against the continuation of these dangerous experiments,
and against the concentration of political and economic power in the hands of a
tiny and often irresponsible group of men symbolized by the bomb.

ANOTHER KOREA?

U. S. Policy in Indochina Drifts to-War (Feb. 12)

Starting early in the year, the Indochina crisis suddenly grew in intensity,’

teached ‘a-high: -point at the battle of ‘Dienbienphu, while Dulles was waving A-bombs
and snarlmg ‘threéats’much to the dismay of the French and -even more so of the
othér American. allies in all parts of the world.

No U. S. Troops to Indochina!
Not a Drop of Blood, Nof a Cent

To Support French Colonialism in Asia (April 26)

. By the end of April this country appeared, in the face of all logic, to be on
the verge of going to war. But the Stalinists did mot flinch at Dulles’ bluff (if such
it was), -and quickly made such enormous strides that the French had to sue for
peace to avert a complete disaster and rout in their rich Asian colony. :

At the ensuing conference, the United States was placed in the unique position
of a great power with no real status at the conference

America’s Blind Alley in Geneva:

No Policy, No Friends, No Hope (May 3)

'T‘hlls ‘was the end-product of Dulles’ line of bluff and bluster Mendés-France,
" who.had: just become premier: of France on the basis of his promise to work out a

. solution for Inidochina, made the best deal he could ‘get. The result: ‘another divided’

'country, ‘the fafe of which is to be decided not by its own peop}e but by the ‘great
‘powers-in whose game it is but a pawn "
The War Crime Agmnsi Guatemala:
U. S. Is Accomplice of Reactionary Rebels
Guilty of Moscow-Style Fake 'I.'ib'erdﬁoh'
3 ohn Foster Dulles proved himself unable ot compete in the big leagues with
the profesmonals of the celd war, his brother Allan, head of the Central Intelligence

June 28)

~Aigency, demonstrated that, say: what you will, this great country can still throw .

1ts weight around in the sand-lot division in Central Amerlca

) “With a degree of cynicism tatched only by the Stalinsts themselves, a group
. of reactionaries; financed and supported by a horde of CIA. agents, and with the

“blessing of U. 8. interests, overthrew the legally elected government. of Guatemala
; 'by force and -viclence. The old landlord class, and partlcular]y the biggest exploiter

in’ the country,-the” United Kruit Company, were put back in power, while the labor
movement, the peasant organizations, and all the reforms instituted by -the Arbenz
government were brutally crushed. The world was given a concrete illustration of
what\thls government really means when it talks about freedom, democracy, the
mghts of small peoples, and the like.

~ This "Coexistence" Talk' )
What's It Really About? (July 19)

Throughout the year, the Stahmsts waged a propaganda campaign on the
possibility -of peaceful coexistence between the worlds of Stalinism and capitalism,
.and on the desirability: of big-power. negotiations to réach an agreemnt on all out-
standing-differences as the basis for a long era of such peaceful coexistence.

) The demand was picked up by mass sentiment all over the world. The horrors
of H:bomb warfare, or eveh of ahother world war on the old model, induced millions
to look to some Kind of 1nter-1mper1a11st deal as the only hope of peace in our time.

By the end of the year, even the Eisenhower administration had to give some
“Hp-service ‘to the idea of peaceful coexistence. But the fact that a breathing-spell
. had opened-up in the cold war, and hence that to millions an illusion of the trans-
" formation of ‘this breathing-spell into real peace assumed an air of reality, did not
 aler the cold faets: no real basis for negotiations-of any kind of permanent deal

-hail ‘been established. And the division of the world proposed by either side as a
- ‘basis for peaceful coexistence was indignantly rejected by the other as-an attempt
to dictate a robbers’ peace.

“You Could Almost Reach Out and Feel
: The Atmosphere of Fear in the Chamber"
- As the CP-Outlawing Bill Passed Amid an Orgy of Hysteria
Led by Yellow-Liberals (Aug 23)

Congress adjourned amidst an unprecedented scramble, led by the Democratlc
“liberals,” to get both parties down on record as willing to pass the most vicious
and drastic laws against the weak American Commun\st Party.

This -exhibition of fear and the repressive anti-democratic. measures which
- result from. it capped a year in.which civil liberties found -themselves-under steady

‘and-continuing attack.

The Senate Votes fo Censure

‘But McCarthyism Goes Free (Dec. 13)

“We- jump .ahead. a-little, because the hysteria. over . the antl-“Red” laws -in -

i Congress and'the general-state of what has come to be known as: McCarthyism in
thé-country: aré very. closely connected.

McCarth ;-the man;, got his Jumps this yeareas niever-before. He was. put on-the .

’ defénswe m'a'long, -mixed up’ and mconcluswe beut: with - the' army. Then,/on a:

motlon to censure him, a majority of the Senate expressed its dlspieasure of h]s-, z

baiting of other senators and other -infringments of .the. rules of the “gentlemen S

club.”

But whatéver may befall McCarthy and his efforts to set up an independent . -
center of power inside (or, if necessary perhaps, outside) the Republican Party, -
the vote by Congress-on the anti-Commiunist law demonstrated how:deéeply McCarthy-~ -

ism has eaten into the fabric of civil liberties in this country.

Court Bans Racist Education;

Nex'_l' Goal: Outlaw All Jim-Crow! (May 24)

Of course, reaction did not have things all its own way in ‘the United States,;

either in the field of civil liberties or of civil rights. Resistance to the. wibchhunt-
appeared to be growing as the year wore on. And a major blow was .deliveréd to!: -

the right of racial segregation when the Supreme Court ruled that it mmust be-endéd

in the schools throughout the nation. Though the court left the-question® of “handings %

down implementing decrees -till later; there can be'no doubt that-this. demslon will
give the Negroes and whites  who want to fight segregation an enormous boost-in
their struggle. :

-ED_C' Death Ends an Era:in Europe

(Sept. 6)
The German Rearmament Pact:”
' Big Step Onward to a Dead End * (Nov. 1)

These two ‘h‘eadhnes ‘coming about two months'apart, indicate the. frenzied
efforts of the United ' States to organize its allies in Europe and get West Germany:
tied into the alliance and armed to the teeth.

The Exropean Defense Community was, killed by the French National Assembly.
A new scheme was immediately cooked- up and. put inte form .as the Paris Agree-

a major struggle was developing over them.

Democrats Get the Edge in Congress in Mldierm Swmg. Bul'
Near-Deadlock is the Result =
. Of-Issue-less, Idea-less- Elec'hon

(Nov 8)

"The headline may have put.it a little strongly. There was no- real c]ash of
ideas, or more accurately of programs, in the -election.; But to a nation which had*
watched the Eisenhower-big-business combine in power for two years the -issie’

rments. But at year’s end their fate hung in the balance in France, and in Germamr\.. E

seemed to be between the Democrats who stand ‘for the “little man” and the- Repuh» )

licans who are for the rich.

- In an atmosphere dominated by the witehhunt and -all its ramifications the real-
issues had little chance to get debated, even if one were to assume- that there were
any figures in the two major parties who had: a-desire to-debate them. And the:end-
result was a near-deadlock, with a slight swing in favor of the Democrats.

American Voices Speak Out Against
The Impericdlism of Both War Camps

ﬁ}

(Nov. 15)

In response to an appeal from Asian soc1ahst partles for a world-wide celebra-
tion of an International Freedom Day primarily as a demonstration agamst colonial- -
ism and the oppression of under-developed nations, a meeting was held in New York
on October 29. Sponsored by a number of prominent liberals and socialists, this

meeting songht to demonstrate that there is not complete -unanimity in the-United’ -

States behind- the oppressive policies of this- government.: _This was the béginning
of a tradition which may well glow in xmportance in Amerlcan and world polities
as the years go by. :

French Guns Agums'l' the Algerian People (Nov. 22) X

In contrast to thls demonstratxon against colonialism came the intensified repres-: . -

sion of the independence movement in North Africa, and the fllint-faced opposition™-
of the United States to any and all liberation movements which might endanger or
even inconvenience American military preparations and those of her allies. :

On balanee, it can be said that 1954 has been a year of relative ‘stalemate in:
the cold war. It does not -appear, however, that the forces of human hberatlon, of
the Third Camp, have utilized this period to any great degree to advance their own
state of independence and organization. They rémain- as the great potential for

peace and freedom. Let us hope that 1955 w111 see a marked advanee in the reahza-, _

tion of this potent1a1

"SONGS OF THE WOBBLIES"

Joe Glazer and- Blll Friedland. On 33-1/3. LPs. unbreukcbie.
$4.00

Now availuble on 33-1/3 LPs—
"BALLADS FOR SECTARIANS"

Song satires on the twisis and turns. of the
American Stalinist movement
$4.00 .

. LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
114 West 14 Street, New York City

Mazl orders will receive mprompt attention.. All orders must be -
accompamed by pa.yment
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The new LABOR ARTS recording of famous IWW 'songs; sung, "byf |
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By HAL DRAPER

o Act 11 of the Djilas affair in Yugoslavia has opened’ with two scenes, _

TOTALITARIA

one a dramatic public declaration by Djilas.
g - ... The latter, Djilas’s call for a new socialist party against the totali-
tarian regime, is an act of personal and political courage and. 1ntegr1ty
outstanding on the political scene in the world today. It has all our
admiration and respect, not to speak of whatever its impact may be on
the real possibilities for socialism inside Titoland. :

) The initiative was quietly taken
. by the Tito regime when its Con-
trol Commission reopened the case
of Vladimir Dedijer. Dedijer—who
ironically is best known abroad as
the author of the worshipful official
biography of Tito—was- the only
one who stood up for DJllas during
last January’s purge session of the

Central Committee.

" ‘As we noted at that time, his behavior
at-the CC meeting was more courageous
and outspoken than that of -Djilas him-
self. Moreover, it was Dedijer who was
“the man responsible in particular for
printing Djilas’s heretical articles in the
‘official . press. ' (until” the Djilas-Dedijer

" “journalistic' putsch” blew. up).

'DEDIJER IN DOCK

In January Tito personally made it clear.
‘that . no. one holding Dijilas’s - views could
belong to the ruling state -party; but no
jmmediate steps were taken:to expel Dedi-
jer. That stagée has now been reached. The
intervening. time was. useful for fwo. rea-
sons: to let Dedijer himself "cool off"" and
perhaps bethink himself of the wisdom of
his course aside from paolitical reasons;
and also. to let the. scandal cool .off, since
+he Tito .regime was quite _periurbed by

the necessity for openly acting like true-
= " plue-Stalinist purgers in:-the startled eyes
Fe of their Western democratic friends, es-
pecially those who were being wooed with
bedtime stories about the basic democrat-

jzation and de-Stalinization of Titoland.

.So it was not until a week ago that
Dedijer was once again put in the.dock:
Do you recant or not? The Control Com-
mission wanted to. know whether he still
held the views. he had.expressed. Dedijer
answered by walking out on their in-
quisition, on the ground that they had no
right to ask such questions. .

The next thing that. he and DJllas de-
c1ded to do was even “worse”: they de-
cided.. to- strike - back by_“leaking” this
eposide to_the foreign press, thus put-
ting the Titoist inquisitors on the spot.

MITROVIC CASE

‘ Incidentally, it*is now also revealed

" {that is, “leaked' in-the same way) that

a second member of the CC has similarly
been; called up before the Control Com-
Thission. This was Mitra Mitrovie, a
. woman leader of. the ruling party. Her
case "also stemmed: from the January
purge session.

- What _had her crime been, if (as is
true) Dedijer was the only one to speak

in:support of DJxlas‘7 The. ‘answer. is in--

. terestmg

She made the mlstake of trying to -

duck. She. did not. support - Djilas—bnt
she did not denounce him. Aside from
Dedijer and DJllas, she - was- the only
other CC member whose speech was out-
of-line, even if only in this rather nega-
tive respect. ) ’
. What then did she say? When the pres-
" ent writer was reading the transcript of

\

the speeches at the January CC meeting .

to purge Djilas, it was indeed her speech
more than anything else which gave one
the feehng of insight into the semi-be-

wildered, semi-frightened state of mind_

of the run-of-the-mill CC- members as
B . this bombshell was bursting upon them.
Yet, not two consecutive sentences’ that
she uttered, in her impromptu talk, can
be quoted that make good sense. This is

e ————T

Lo From unfinished phrase to hanging sen-
i " tence, she skittered about in the speech
' like a broken-winged partridge hen. You
read its tortured sentences and they
iR shouted: panic and confusion.

& But she did not line up with Djilas’s
eXecutxoners, even though she also slunk
dway from Djilas’s side. (It.is impossible
0_say whether it is relevant to mention
at she was Dijilas’s ex-wife.)

- indeed one reason for its total effect.

Well, the executioners have not forgot-
ten. They gave her a year in which to be
confused. Now she has to take sides: to
revile Djilas with the others, or else go
with -him. All the words that have been
written by foreign pro-Titoists about the
Titoists' fundamental "break with the Stal-
inist system” will not help her to skitter
very long before the Control Commission.
. The “leak” has reported only that, un-
like Dedijer, she did not walk out on
them. A transscript of her discussions
with the inquisitors would undoubtedly
be quite a document. ...

[

DJILAS BLASTS BACK

The chronology would seem to indicate,
then, that it was the regime that started
punching in this .round. The unique
event, however, is that the vietims did
not he still for it, but slugged back. _
.. That they were.in position to do this
was not due to the kindness of the re-
gime, but to the contradictions of the
Titoists’ position between Stalinism and
Western capitalism. In any*case, Djilas-
Dedijer took advantage .of their oppor-
tunities.

In an interview given to the N. Y.
Times correspondent in Belgrade, where
Djilas has been living quietly in a small
flat, the former leader issued a public
blast against the ruling totalitarian par-
ty and called for a new democratic so-
cialist party.

The interview was “pubhc ” that is,
all over -the world. except in Yugoslavia
itself, In effect, Djilas had turned to the
foreign press as a sounding-board, know-
ing that there would be echoes bouncing
back into the country. The first public
echo was the voice of Edvard Kardelj,
heading the regime during Tito’s absence .
in Asia, as the vice-president ripped into
Djilas. -

The advances in Djilas’s oppositionist
views, as-shown by the interview, are
naturally great as compared with his
pre-January articles.

In one passage he summarizes. the dis-
tance his judgment has gone: "it is: clear
now: that ‘we. have obtained.only certain
freedoms,. as in art. and. literature, which.
can be -distinguished from. s'hlpld Soviet
'socialist realism,” but. not in basic. ideo-
logical and. poelitical qlleshons ‘I.have: felt
that the political; daspect of-our sysiem is
in essence close to Stalinism.”

DISILLUSIONED

Djilas,. says the Times correspondent,
“disclosed.an attitude of frustration and
disillusionment. His great disillusion-
ment,-he asserted, came during the crises
he precipitated.”

Djilas then goes on to give a thumb-

nail sketeh of ‘the progress of his dis- -

illusionment. since the 1952 Sixth Con-
gress of the party, when he thought some
real steps were taken toward.democrati-
zation. - (For the facts behind this illu-
sion, see LA for last Feb. 15.)

But now '‘the essence,” he said, “more
or_less, is freedom. We have no.legal. pos-
sibilities for full expression. What | wrote

in my articles [a year agel existed in the '
- people, but the only one who could ex-

press it was a leading person.

“I knew that a discussion would start
and that I would lose. But I supposed
that the discussion would- be democratic,

‘as in the West. I did not expect an in-

quisition.
“Because we had had our Sixth Con-
gress, I thought we could have our first

more or less free discussion in Yugo-

slavia. But it did not take place. We had
in fact reached political stagnation.”

- At -another point he said: “I am a
democrati¢ socialist. The name commu-
nism is good, but it has been compro-.
mised. It.is a. synonym for totalitarian-
ism, in this country as well as in Russia.

7

handed in my Communist card for moral
and political reasons. Why remain in the
party when I cannot say anything? Why
pretend?”

PERSPECTIVE

What then is Djilas’s perspective? Per-'

haps- naturally, this is cloudy from the
dispatch and it is difficult to say wheth-
er it is clouded more by correspondent
Raymond’s write-up or by Djilas’s cau-
tion or uncertainty.

In the first place, he indicates that he
thinks he can “get away with ‘it,” that
is, escape physical liquidation, He stated
to Raymond:

"l am taking a risk, but one cannot .go
on without some risk. In our present sys-
tem, we cannot know what will happen.
However, | think that. nothing bad will
happen, and it will mean a let for our

country to have a ciflzen say what he.

thinks."

The most immediate reason for> the
public declaration is entirely clear. Re-
ferring to the docketing of Dedijer, he
said: “This is an attempt to frighten the
democratic elements in the party. Such
elements exist, but they are unorganized,
whereas the party itself is in. the hands
of undemocratic forces.”

The first hope is that the international
spetlight- will at least save the lives of
Dedijer and perhaps others, or at least
slow up or soften up the inevitable blood
purge. But is there a second hope that
the call for a new party will really or-
ganize the unorganized oppositionists; or
even that Djilas wants this to happen?

‘Here is the dispatch’s section on this
point :

“Referring to rumors that he intended
to.lead a movement against Marshal Tito,
M. Djilas. declared::

* 1" did -not orgcmzeva fachon. | huve'

studied the posﬁlon in Russia, Trotshy, ete.
Their mistake was that they wanted to. be
better Leninists than- Stalin. The solution

here, | felt, could be only democracy, not a

Djilas program or group.against Tito. This
country has had enough revolutions.

“I am not'against- illegal *work out of
fear. But it has no aim. I thought that
the Communist party must permlt free-
dom of discussion. .

“Now I see this.is 1mp0551ble Another

political formation should be construct-

ed. " (Then Djilas goes-on to say he
is for a new socialist party but not for
freedom . for parties in general, specifi-
cally not now for the return of the “old
parties.”)

“In ten, years, p_e_rhaps,_ possibilities
for political democracy will develop, per-
haps sooner. . . . Inevitably, however, it
[the regime] will have to relent.”

.The dispatch continues:.“However, it

is not the time ‘for a drastic change,’
M. Djilas _contmued ‘Even woxse ele-
ments could come. ... ”
- And then. Djilas says: “If we have
peace for ten years, modern technology
will make it impossible for this .small
country to retain a totalitarian. appara-
tus.”

DJILAS'S THEORY

Now what does this add up to? Is this

sxmply a formal-disclaimer of orientation
toward underg'round work, ‘while really
looking' in. that direction?.It does .not
sound like it, espemally if we take it in
the context of the ideas on the subject
which Djilas expounded in his articles
of a year ago, echoes of which reappear
here. .
. While the quotes given in the Times in-
terview are rather erratic- in use of tense
in shifting from Djilas's former views to
whatever views he holds now, the whole
sounds like a continuation of Djilas's for-
mer theory. that democratization is liter-
ally inevitable, and that no.opposition or-
ganization is. necessary. to fight. for it. A
new note which everf reinforces this is the
reference to "modern technology,” which
can only be a pickup from lsaac Deutsch-
er's theory of the inevitability of 'l'he
democratization of Stalinism.

A year ago also, Djilas was writing
the same thmg' to his followers against
organizing “a Djilas program or group.”
(See LA for last Feb: 8.)

-When the interviewer later asked
Djilas. about the “new .course” in-Mos-

: cowPDjllas unwittingly. but. flatly contra-
dicted his.own theory. “Changes do. e}ustv

- good reason to believe. that:his, perso:.al

‘not occur immediately to- Amergcan:read- :

- as he.explains that Djilas is counting, on:

-tile propaganda”! The totalitariams are .

in Russia, but basically there. is ne
change. Russia will go further and. then
she will halt without -changing . her
essence.”

Why is it impossible for the Russian
Stalinists to cross the line, whereas it is
inevitable for the T1’coxsts who -are “m
essence close to Stalinism”? It is. dlﬁicplt
to know how Djilas reconciles these two:. -
thoughts, though it is well. to remember
that he is no heavy thmker -

CARDS AND SPADES @”"

In any case, the decisive thing: abput
the. future of democratlc socialist..oppo-
sition in. Yugoslavia is..not. necessamly
Djilas’s personal role—and.certainly not -
necessarily Djilas’s personal .  political
clarification. As the- present writer:men-
tioned in the course of articles Iast‘,Febn ]
ruary on. the Djilas opposmon, the

political evolution is_in the direction:of
reformist social-democratic ideas, insofar
as he has formulated any larger ‘framex:
work than the demand for democracy. -

It is necessary to mention this agam
in view of a question which possibly may:

ers, who may ‘tend ‘to.regard. the
Times simply as a big newspaper with a
large circulation in, which one can. g:et
wide publicity.

The question is: Why -did Djilas chooses
the N. Y. Times as the organ with which
to address his followers and’ the world?
This is not a matter of ridiculous .’ .
cipled’ notions against "using the camhli
ist press.” It is a question of obvious tac-
tics: within the framework of glven pohh-
cal ideas.

As. everyone knows, the reﬁex of. Stalh
inism is to accuse any and:every oppon-. .
ent of being a. capltahst-restoratlomst-
and an agent of Wall ‘Street. This i§ just
as true, though more muted, in: Yigo~
slavia, where- the. regime.i_tse}i ds-ipress.
‘ently getting . its.. palms. tickled: ~with. -
“Wall Street” gold. In the Titoist. pa}:ty :
clrcles, in the - bureaucracy,-the: mubed =
issue.behind :the whole:Djilas: aﬁ’mr—.—‘the
political ground on.which:the party. ranks’ -
were rallied against, Djilas,. aside. from .
the sheer exercise of Tito’s. authority. afd:
the. statels . power—was-: thissv We amust- >
fight twite as hard against.-the ddangen. -
of capitulation. to. Western . caznta;lzst; :
ideas. PRECISELY. BECAUSE of tins
gold and these relations. '

By choosing as his own.organ the mam
journalistic . representative of\: .American
capitalism, Djilas has given.his..enemies’ ..
cards and spades. Why not the London -
Daily Herald? or in fact, a big-mews=:"
paper of any other country, but. America?
or best, a general release to the Whole :
world press?

-

This is the angle Kardelj pi_cked,,,upf
for his first attack. “Blackmail,i’_. he yells,:.

hiding behind the piles of, dellars. which:
(coincidentally) "Belgrade is just now:
getting from Washington. It is perfectly
true that Djilas has a right to. seiz
oportunity stemmmg from.. the- regxmes
posmon But it is a pity that he ddes it
in such a way as to-prove his. opponents
case.for them.

pr N\
As we go to press, the news is that- the
regime has not contented ztself with pwrty/
expulsion for Dedijer. He is up for crimi~
nal prosecution, on the charge of “hos~ -

too enraged (or fmghtened?) to. leave
their foreign apologists. much:.reason to
continue the self-deception about thes
“democmtzzatwn” of thowm —H, D

\v<
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S trike Looms on Nationalized Railv

Ry DAVlD ALEXANDER

¢ LONDON Dec. 22—An important rail-
way strikeis biewing. The issues go back
\boi Christmas 4 vear ago, when a London
Letter wrote about the aborted strike on
the railways.
At that time -the National Unien of
Railwaymen was pressing for a 15 per
cent increase in wages for all its mem-

. bers to catch up with the cost of living.

Well, that strike was averted by an
‘agreement to raise wages from 6 to 10
per cent above their then level, but it
was nevertheless felt by the rallWaymen
. that the increase was an interim one. It

' came into operation last March.
" .~ " American readers need hardly be re-
- minded that the railways in Britain have -

been nationalized since 1948, and that the
Tory government has expressed no inter-
est in denationalizing them. The $50,000.-
000-a-year interest on government stock

. with which the former owners have been -

compensated is much more profitable than
the somewhat irreqular profits they had

* _ derived from an industry which they had

fet decay.

Such an essential public service even
under private control thad not dared to
' raise its prices np to the general level of
increase, so that its falling real revenue
was not enough to maintain capital in-
vestment in it. To earn more, the rail-

" ways ‘put up their prices, This increased

Wsthe general cost of living, because of
extla cost of ‘transport of most fuels and
raw materials. Also, especially in the un-

. derground services in London, it discour-

aved more and more people from travel-
ing by railway, and thus further de-
cveased income.’
When the National Union of Railway-
men appeared before the Transport Com-
- niissiofi—an impartial body—the Trans-
‘port’ Executive was able to demonstrate
“clearly that the money was non-existent.
Arny further increzse of wages would
have to be follow~d b increased prices;

compensatlon to former owners. There
Wis no third solution. :-
- Thus the' all-round watre increase of

‘The - rallwaymen however, felt that
theu' 6 per cent increase was not enough,

and they asked for the full rise which

had been suggested before last Christ-
mas. All right, said the minister of trans-
port, put it to arbitration.

No, thought the union,. this will only
prove that the railways are very poor,
but that is not only the . rallwaymens
1esp0n51b1hty, it is a national responsi-
bthty .

NEW FORMULA

“"Then Jim Ccmpbell of the NUR, sl'ruck :

on a.new formula. If the railwaymen need-
ed more wages, a government subsidy
could give it to them without an increase
.in the general cqst of living.

The government and the Labor Party
dld not. like this idea as it had always

" been intended that nationalized indus-

tries would be autonomous financially,
however essential were the services they

‘provided.
i ‘Exchanges between the 4wo sides went

on until the National Union of Railway-

men’s Executive announced that it would

bring out its 400,000 members on strike’

on January 9 if its claim for the full 15
- prer” cent rise-tiad not been accepted be-
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ninless they were prepared to decrease .

railwaymen last ‘Marech ushered‘m in-
creased fares and tarlﬂ"s, contrlbutmg.
) thelr bit to the creeping inflation.

fore then. The railwaymen, the under-
ground men, some lorry drivers and
many other ancillary workers would be
affected. It would bring -a large part of
London, and the export industry, to a

" complete standstill.
The strike was to be officially support-

ed, and every worker, married or not,
would be entitled to $5 a week strike pay.

The government took panic. A cabinet
meeting was held at No. 10 Downing
Street, which Sir Walter Monckton, minis-
ter of labor, and Boyd Carpenter, minister
of transport, were called in to attend. The
Tories were divided between those who
wanted to bring in the #troops at the
slightest provocation, and those who cau-
tioned diplomacy.

A suggestion that the NUR should
go to arbitration had already been re-
jected by it. If the government inter-

vened in the not-yet started negotiations,

" it would undérmine the authority. of the

arbitrating machinery. Furthermore the
government felt that a strike so seon af-

" ter Christmas, d@nd so soon after the last
settlement, would not have popular sup-

port.

It has therefore adopted the age-old
Tory policy of “wait and see,” in order
to gauge public support for measures to
destroy the strike. The NUR is hoping to
force a -settiement without recourse to
such a strike, which mloht not be popu-
lar.

. [ ]

I should like to take this opportunity
of wishing all my friends, personal and
political, a very happy New Year from
this side of the herring pond. I hope that
for you 1955 will bring more progress
than has 1954. The world needs it badly.

The French Do Not — —

{Continued from page 1)

to the new coalition by a vote of 280 to
259, showed that Mendés-France had se-
riously overreached himself and that a
first-rate erisis had once more arisen in
the Atlantic Alliance between France
and her two senior partners.

That crisis has not been eased by the
faet that on Monday, December 27, Men-
des-France tied the life of his govern-
ment to the outcome of the vote, thereby
forcing the French National Assembly to
reverse itself. This time the Frénch par-
liament veted by a thin margin for the
preliminary articles granting West Ger-
many “sovereignty” and allowing Bonn
to take its place in NATO.

The fiction that Germany is being re-
armed with French consent is dead and
buried. The threats and pressures emanat-
ing from Washington and London immedi-
ately after last Friday's vote (that West
Geimany would be rearmed no matter

‘what the French -did) show that the A%

lantic Alliance is not a coalition of equals..

France ¢an remain within the Atlantic .

Alliance and reap the benefits of Ameﬂcan
aid both at-home and throughout ‘her em-
pire enly by submitting to the political

and military plans dictated by Washmg-,

ton,

NATURE OF "REVOLT"

The political evolution of Mendés-
France from the time he took office last
June down to the present shows that the
leading circles of the French bourgeoisie

. and .their political representatives under-

stand the raw facts of life—agonize over

them as they may.

~Until several months ago, Mendes-
France could still talk about ‘“parallel
discussions” with both Washington and
Moscow to find a way of settling the
German problem, i.e., prevent German re-
armament. By the time he was through
with his recent visit to Washington—
where not incidentally he discussed
American guarantees for French annexa-
tion of the Saar, American support for
terror against the national independent
movements in North Africa, and Ameri-
can financial support to maintain French
troops in Indochina—he had shifted to
complete agreement with the American
line: first rearm West Germany, then
talks with Russia.

The revolt of the French National A:-
sembly which fook place ‘on Friddy, De-
cember 24, was compoiunded ‘of several
disparate political elements. The largest
group voting against.- the new Western
European Union and German rearmament
was the Catholic Popular Republicans
headed by Bidault and Schuman,

It was ironic that this party, consist-
ently pro-American, should have discred-
ited and endangered the new American
plan to rearm West Germany. But this
party, which -misruled France for so
many years with the aid of American
subsidies, sees itself in danger of being

- condemned to politicdl limbo with each

success won by Mendés-France, and it
seeks his downfall. And Bidault, like so
many French politicians, is consumed by
a passion for personal revenge.

However, when the final test comes, the
Popular Republicans dare not vote
against the American plan to arm the
Germans—not if they hope ever to come
back to power and turn to Washington
for more subsidies.

Of more interest is the opposition of
the Gaullists’and the extreme right-wing
conservative  Independents.  Mendés-

France has wooed and to a large degree .
. won the support of these groups: for h1s !
domestlc and imperial. pollcy e T

While they dislike his “concessions” in
North Africa, they understand he is just
as intent as they are on preserving

“France’s empire. Their quarrel has not

been ohe of principle but of degree. They
have acted to brake and limit his pro-
gram of colomal “reforms ”

MENDES AND DE GAULLE

So well do the Gaullists like Mendés-
France that not only has De Gaulle him-
self spoken favorably, but the ideologist
of the Gaullists, the famous novelist
André Mairaux, has come out in favor of
a new non-Marxist "Left,” with Mendés-
France as its center! )

On the question of Germany, however,
the Gaullists have pursued an implac-
able, chauvinist line. Till now they have
pinned all their hopes on followmg a
“neutralist” course, that is, of arriving

at some agreement with Russia at Ger-

many’s expense. They have urg‘ed that
to ' ratify any agreement rearming West

.Germany would close the door to’ such a
.Franco-Russmn xrapprochement and pre-

pare the way. for West German military

“hegemony in Western Europe. It was for

these reasons that a section of the Gaul-
lists, voted against the Paris treaty on
December 24.

If now the Gaulhsts have ylelded toi

Mendeés-France it is, ﬁrst because they
fear the domestic crisis that would fol-
low his downfall} and secondly, because

Moscow has left the “neutralists” high -

and dry. Throughout the period of crisis
that began with the defeat of EDC on
August 31, Moscow hds made not one

 proposal they could use to beat back the

American program.

While the French and English neutral-
ists have proposed all kinds of fancy
schemes for “neutralizing” Germany, the
Russians. have maintained their troops
in Eastern Germany, propped up the
hated puppet Ulbrecht regime, and kept
repeating their dreary plan for creating
a provisional all-German government
that would ensure the presence of the
East German Stalinists in power. Men-
dés-France has not been slow to use this
argument against the Gaullists, the gen-
uine ‘“neutralists,” and- the -Stalinists
proper. _ :

The vote against German rearmament
on December. 24 in the French National
Assdmbly was, therefore, no genuine ex-
pression of popular and justified French

fears of a reborn German militarism, fears

that are shared by the English and West
German peoples ds well.
It did serve, however, to show that re-

lations between the American ruling-

class and its reluctant French satellite
are not exactly as cordial and frank as
we are told so often they are.

ISL to Challenge
‘Llstmg by
N.Y. State Board

The November issue of Civil Liberties
in New York, issued by the. New York.
Civil Liberties Union, announced that
the State Civil Service Corgmxsslon has -
added ‘“‘seven groups to its list of sub-
versive organizations.” - -

Among the new organizations added to
the state list are the Independent Social-

. ist League, the Industrial Workers of thé

World, the Nationalist Party of Puerto -
Rico, the Socialist Workers Party and’
the Workers Party. The basis for this
listing is not known, since the State
Civil Service Commission has followed
closely the pattern set by Truman’s at-
torney general by drawing up the hst

in seeret.

It is doubtful whether all or even most
of the organizations knew of their list-
ing, since no charges have ever- been
presented to any party or group and not
a single hearing has been held. prior te .
listing. What criteria the State Civil
Service Commission followed: is likewise
not known. The presumption”is that it .
merely took over the attorney- general’
list of “subversive organizations.” :

If that is what it has done, or ‘if it-
has employed some unknown body of its
own construction to draw up the list, the
Commission did not even formally employ
the new procedures adopted by its Re-
publican brethren in Washington—=grant
hearings to any new organizations whlch
it added to the list. |

In the case of the Feinberg:Law, which
called for still another list.on "employ-
ment in the public schools, the:announced

policy was that no organizations would - .

be listed without a prior hearing, where -
presumably charges would be presented -
to any organization to be proscribed.

E\Qdently that policy is not for the- Clvxl
Service Commlsswn .

CLU INTERESTED

The Independent Socialist League mmg‘ -
diately protésted 1_ 's Iis'hng Sy geSicie 4
Commission” ‘and -in" a letter to’ Albany

made inquiry dlong-the following grounds: ' :

On what basis did the State: Civil Serv:
ice Commission decide to list - #fie ISL on
its index? What criteria and charges led

to this listing? When did the Commission -

make its decision? What administrative

procedures exist that would permit a list: -

ed organization to challenge its. declslon :
through a-hearing or any other- means" o

The ISL has already been in consultaa
tion with the Workers Defense League
and the New York Civil Liberties Union
and discussed the possibilities. of taking
legal action against the State Civil Serv-
ice Commission with them.

George E. Rundquist, Executive Direc-
tor of the New York CLU, has expressed
an interest in the case and is now ex- ..
amining the case of the ISL .against.the

attorney general in og'er to determme‘ _:

what steps can be takefi in the New York
situation.
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~“‘Challenge’ Reviews the Year

Foumlmy of YSL... Fear aml Resistance on Campus. . . Militarization & llnemployment

By MAX MARTIN

The Young Socialist Challenge was not yet in existence at the beginning of 1954; it made
its bow on February 22. Its birth, however, was heralded in the pages of LABOR ACTION from

the very first issue of the year, and earlier.

Since the fall of 1953, since the split of the Young People’s Socialist League from the
Socialist Party, comrades from the YPSL had been writing for “Youth and Student Corner”
and ‘“Student Socialist” sections of LABOR ACTION. Articles by members of the YPSL com-
mmgled with those by members of the Socialist Youth League; the two organizations were later
to unite and form the Young Socialist League, publisher of Challenge.

- This situation reflected the drawing together
of the two groups, their successful collaboration
in political work, and the fact that the unity
negotiations which the YPSL and SYL had been
conducting since the previous Thanksgiving
weekend were going well. Indeed, the “Youth”
sections of LABOR ACTION during the first six

- weeks of 1954 were taken up with discussions
of the plans for the YSL and its founding con-
vention. The headline of January 11 read:

A New._Yo'ung Socialist League Shapes Up

At that time, negotiations for unity had proceeded
‘to_the point where one could say that unity would defi-
‘nitely -be consummated.” Subcommittees of the resident
committees of the SYL and YPSL were working on a
draft program to be presented to the convention, as

well as a draft constitution and dra_ft slate for the

YSL': N&txohai ‘Executive Committee.

o The few remaining details were ironed out in the fol-
lowing weeks, and by January 18 a definite date for the

- unity convention had been set. The YPSL and SYL pub-
lished & Joint Convention Call and the second and third

isues of the “Joint Discussion Bulletin of the YPSL-
SYL,” in which the documents to be presented to'the

convention ‘appeared.

" The Fébruary 8 issue of “Student Soclahst” was
headlined, “Convention to Launch New United Young
Socialist League” and it contained an appeal to mili-
tant pacifist-socialists by Michael Harrington to join
the YSL, as well as statements from the YPSL and
SYL, greeting unity. The issue of February 15 reported
the preparations of the branches of the two groups for
the convention, and on February 22 the first issue of
the Challenge appeared, carrying the announcement of
the founding of the YSL.

New Young Socialist Movement Says:
Agadinst Both War Camps!
' S (March 1)

_ This four-page issue of Challenge eontained a full
report of the convention proceedings and articles deal-
ing with the tasks-facing the new organization. The

convention had adopted a resolution on the war, express- -

ing its opposition to both war camps and calling for a
Third Camp struggle against all of the imperialist war-
makers.

. Tt had adopted also a “Tasks and Perspectives” state-
ment outlining the views of the convention on the solu-
tions for the various political and organizational prob-
lems facing the YSL, and a general draft program for
the League, and had élected the YSL’s NEC. The con-
vention considered the press question and made plans
for the publication of the Challenge and for a discus-
sion bulletin.

- Then the delegates of the YPSL and the YSL met
: separately to ratify the decisions of the joint conven-
E tlon and to dissolve. Thus the YSL had been launched.

= ' Feur on the Campus: Four Case Studies
: . (April 5)

“This Challenge headline represented a round-up of
anti-Academic Freedom ‘incidents at four schools, in

which the anti-civil-libertarian trends which had been

1. the pattern of pohtlcal life in the country for years
- continued apace.

e Students endeavoring to distribute the Challenge at
B a. meéting on the theme of “man’s right to knowledge
i and. the free. use thereof” at Columbia. University, in

1 connection’ with its bicentennial anniversary, had been
i forcibly. prevented from doing so. At New York Univer-

sity one of the student newspapers had launched a
% vicious and slanderous witchhunting attack on the.
T YSL, falsely claiming- that the YSL was a Stalinist.

organization, At the University of California in Los

. Angeles, the. administration had further chipped away -
Cat ,student rlghts. The student newspaper, the -Bruin, .

" and

-worked. before;.

was no longer to accept controversial political advertisj-
ing, and it began to suppress controversial articles.

At the Northern branch of the University of Cali-
fornia in Berkeley, a professor had been fired for de-
ploring apathy on the campus, and off-campus student
political meetings began to be attended by a photog-
rapher taking pictures of those present.

" Sporadic student resistance to the witchhunt took a
turn for the better during the spring. The Challenge
reported, for example, three conferences or meetings of
students in the New York area, on Academic Freedom.

Must Our Youth Dne in Indochina?
(Apr11 26)

With increasing victories by the Stalinist Vietminh:
in Indochina and the growing realization that France
could no.longer continue to hold on to its eolony, the
danger of ‘American- intervention  loomed.

American young men grew as they became aware of
what might be lying in wait for them. Mainly because

.of the resistance to U. 8. entry into France’s “dirty

colonial war” from its allies, and also because of resist-

ance from the American people, the intervention plans -

fortunately never materialized.

Resns'l'ance to Witchhunt Grow5'
Where Do We Go from Here?
(May. 17),

Robin Hood vs. McCarthy

(May 17)'"'
In the spring of 1954 there appeared a number of

encouraging signs of resistance to the witchhunt among
students. Prominent amohg these was the Green:Feath-
€r movement, which had sprung up in several midwest-
ern campuses and then spread to other schools.

The movement took the form of the organization of
Robm Hood clubs, vague and amorphous assoeiations
of students opposed to McCarthyism. In some cases the
clubs eirculated . petitions opposing the witchhunt; in
others they passed out- buttoms carrying the Green
Feather symbpol on them.

These clubs lacked any real ideology, were confused
in nature, and showed that they lacked any ideas about
what they wanted to do. At the same time, in several
places, they included a large number of Stalinists and
Stalinoids among their membership and in other in-
stances were influenced by illusions about Stalinism in
their entirety.

Even with these limitations, the Robin Hood elubs*

were a welcome development. They showed, in a crude
and immature form, that acquiescence to the witchhunt

was not and would not be the permanent pattern on the

campus.

Unfortunately, though, its limitations precluded a’

meaningful development of the movement. The lack of
clarity in ‘the ranks of these groups about what they
wanted to do about the witchhunt resulted in its dis-

appearance in a number of places by the time the fall -

semester rolled around. In other schools, the clubs con-
tinued to exist throughout the year, but in a less actlve
form.

Young Wor'ker Victim of No-Work Economy
(July 26)

As the recession deepened, hundreds of thousands of
spring high school graduates were. finding it impossible
to obtain jobs. Many of these enlisted in the army, see-
ing this as the only solution to their probfenl_s.

These unemployed youth. did not even appear in the
unemployment figures issued by the government, since

its statistics were.based on those collecting unemploy- -

ment insuranee, and the recent graduates, not having -

“to manifest itself at such schools as UCLA.

‘reverse their previous rulings to the effect that nbn¥

hence face dismissal from school) and announce that

Vice-Presi-
~dent Nixon revealed that the government wis considér-
“ing sending: ground forces to Indochina. The anmety of

-more, Milford, Delaware, and other.cities, Most of these

-areas. In the South, itself, fewer efforts toward inte-.
- legislatures of some Southern states prepared to ¢ir-

‘lining the struggle which lay ahead to make- mtegrated

‘Harvard 'Crimson’ Survey Raises the: Ques‘hen—-

.because. of - its deceptive nature, tend to overcome -the

were not entitled t6 such 'compe'n.sation.s-. freedom.
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Pluymg and Learning af the YSL Camp
(September 13) ; '

The first National Summer Camp-School was success-
fully held by the YSL. It brought together over 50 YSL

members and friends for classes, political” discussion,
and recreation, and helped cement the national charac-
ter of the YSL.

The camp had been preceded by several other events,
playing a similar role: a Midwestern tour in March:
and April, an Educational Conference in New York at
the end of June, and a national tour in July a.nd
August.

At UCLA, Opposition to Loyaliy Oath IO
Organizes Student Committee for Action 7
(Octoberr 4).

Under a rider to a bill adopted by Congress, all "
ROTC enrollees began to have to fill out “loyalty” cer- & "4
tificates in order to register for ROTC. This meant =
that at those schools in which ROTC was compulsory % A
for all male students, the oath would become a pre-- . &

requisite for attending school. Student resistance began

~ Faced _by a small group of students who refused to
sign the oath, various school administrations had ‘to

signees would not be eligible to enroll in ROTC- (and
such students would be able to take “mformal” ROTC.

\"Llly-Whlfe" Criminals Fan Rcce Hc'l'red
-In fhe Fight Agamsf School Desegregahon
(October 25)

The Supreme Court Decision outlawing racial segree.' ;
gation in the schools had been an important blow
against Jim Crow. The fight to implement this decision
was now to begin. “Lily-white” bigots began .to move
to prevent the Supreme Court decision from bemg car-
ried out. Battles over integration took place in Balti-

ended with victories for civil rights.
"These struggles, however, had occurred in “border”

eration were made. On the contrary, governors and.

cumvent or defy the ruling in various ways, thus under--

schools a reality.

Is There a Witchhunt on the Campus? - -
(November 22)"

A specxal issue of the Harvard Crimson devoted te
Academic Freedom had presented a survey of the civils® .
liberties situation en the campuses. At school after: 7
school, Michigan University, South Carolina, U. of Ne=. {
vada, Nebraska (to mention only a few) there had oe-~
curred violations of Academic Freedom in the preceding:
vear. Teachers dismissed, loyalty eoaths required, text-. -
books investigated, student clubs banned: the recor&
was a dismal one.

Most dlsturbmg of all, however, was the fact that
in the face of the.facts which the Crimson itself pre-
sented, the paper was able to pose the question of
whether of not there really was a witchhunt, whether’
its dimensions were being exaggerated'

That such a position can enjoy a standing among .
some liberals, in some academic circles and even among -
some students was testimony to the extent to which :
the ideas of the whitewashers of the witchhunt. had:
perimeated the minds of those who are. its victims, stu-
dents and teachers, :

Gov't Proposes Disqguised UMT Program N
To Push the Mlllfarlzq'hon of Youth
(December 27) -

As the year closed, the Eisenhower admlmstratlon
announced its proposals for® military training for.
American young men. The administration’s program,- -
invelves placing %Il young men under the control of .
the military for from 8 to 10 years, This program will, -

resistance ‘'of mang to UMT. Socialists have the task -
of educating the public to the true nature of the admin-> |
istration’s plans. y
It is clear that concern and strug e among young -
‘peaple in the coming year will occur.on this front as .
well “as. over qnestlons of clvxl hbertxes and ‘academig. .

o




.A DISCUSSION BY OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENT
OF THE DILEMMA OF. FRENCH SOCIALISTS

he 'NEW LEFT"

‘In FRANCE

A Case Study of Opportumsm

By ANDRE GIACOMETTI

"On December 4-5 three small orgamzatlons
of the Left, the Centre d’Action des Gauches
Indépendantes (CAGI), the Union Progressiste
{UP) and the Jeune Républigue (JR) called. a
joint convention in an attempt to outline a pol-
icy for the independent Left, and to examine
the conditions for their unification into a new
organization, the Nouvelle Gauche Fran¢aise or
.. New Left. In the provinces, this unification has
already taken place. In February and May 1954,
- the, New Left participated as such in the mu-

B n101pa1 elections in Cherbourg and in Rouen..

(e

B
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This is the latest in several attempts, since
the end of the war, to ereate an organized fen-

" deney- on the Left, independent of official social-
reformism and of official Stalinism. As such, it

(feserves attentlon from revolutionary social-
IStS

Mcnyw of the problems it attempts to decrlv
wd'h are the very problems independent revo-

‘ lilhbnury socialists must solve: How can the

~ working class escape the paralysis caused by

iits polarization between two unacceptable al-

ternatives?=Where can .independent socialists
find ‘a point-of. leverage to pit the strength of
ifdependent class action against the alien class

interests that dominate - the labor movement?.

Where to.make a beginning?

¢ To-know ‘whether the New Left can answer
- these questions,. it is necessary to know what.
it is and why it is entering the political scene

at the present time.

Two in-the Spectrum -

- The oldest of the three orgamzatlons partici-

patmg in .the convention is the Jeune Répub-
lique. It was founded in 1921 as a liberal Catho-

- lic group .with reformist-socialist tendencies,..
and participated in the Popular Front govern-
ment-of 1986 and in the post-war “Third Force”-
governments, .along with the-SP and the MRP..

Although it includes non-Catholics today, its
-general complexion remains religious..

' Throughout- its political ‘history it has re:
mained a small movement of intellectuals, never
exceéding five representatives in Parliament.
After the evolution of the MRP from an equiv-
ocally liberal group to an undisguised party of

~ reaction, the JR remains the only political rep-

resentative of liberal and left Catholicism. Tts

positions are supported by publications:such:-as

Esprit and Témoignage Chrétien, and_ it has a

- eertain working class following in the CFTC

'(Cat'holic trade-union fede_ration) .
The Union Progressiste is a small, more or

~ess mdependent Stalinist group. It has four:

representatlves in Parliament who vote on all
“important issues with the CP, controls Libéra-

" #ion, a daily for intellectuals who find L’Hu-
.. manité . too crude, provides the

“non-commu-
Tist”’ elements in the CGT leadership (Le Léap,
Le Brun), as well as occasional recruits fer the
esplonage apparatus of the CP. (Labrusse, a
high functionary in the Ministry -of - Defense
:and a member-of the UP Directing Commlttee

. “was recently arrested in the “leak case” for
passing classified mlhtary information to the

The UP differs from the CP to the extent that

it includes, besides Stalinist agents, a number

. of fellow-traveling bourgeois who find the CcP

tao “sectarian,” and would like it to follow a .
- *“fiberal” ‘Popular Front pelicy, within the.

:framework of which their pOlltlcal procurmg

A

would be recognized and respected. The U’P
pubhshes a monthly bulletm called Union
Progressiste. h

The "lndependenf Left”
The Centre d’Action des: Gauches Indépen-

_dantes has a different political complexion.. It

was formed about two years ago to collect some
of the wreckage of the RDR, in particular those
elements who neither followed the “crusaders”

of Preyves (Altman, Rousset, Parisot, etc.) nor_
capitulated unconditionally to Stalinism, as
Sartre did. This includes, among others, Claude:

Bourdet, Jean Rous, Yves Déchezelles.

‘It also includes remnants of the prbvix,icial"

RDR groups, particularly in-Toulouse and in-

Cherbourg. The CAGI pubhshes a fortmghtly

called: Le Libérateur.

Politically it contains every shading of inde-
pendent socialist, neutralist, Titoist, Bevanite,
left Catholic, left Gaullist and Stalinoid opinion,
held together by the grim determination not to:
allow theoretical clarity to interfere with unity.
Like the JR and the UP, it is predominantly

composed of journalists, students, teachers and

other intellectuals.

The Stalinoids

- Two other organizations should also be men-

tioned here because, even though keeping their

distance from the New Left, they are generally
sympathetic to its efforts and can be expected

to support it. They are the Mouvement de la

Libération du Peuple (MLP) and the Parti So-
cialiste de Gauche (PSG, ex-Parti Socialiste

Unitaire). - Both .are
groups. .

- The MLP; alone. among all “progressive”

independent Stalinist

groups, -is: predominantly composed of workers:

tabout: two- thirds) . Its members would be in

the CP but for the fact that they are Catholics.

They distrust the CP’s “Marxist atheism” and

maintain ‘a separate- political organization be-.
cause. they feel that, as Catholics,. they have a.
speeial role to- play when the CP proceeds-to
" “build socialism” in: France. They are the near-
est thing to a political expression of the worker-
‘movement. Their publications are

priests’
Monde Ouvrier and, unofficially, La Quinzaine.

The -second organization, the PSG, is very
similar to UP, except. for its historical origin

Gsplit from the-SP)- and for the fact that-it-is-

less reliable from the CP’s point of view; having

been known, for: instance, to develop ‘Titoist
. tendencies. '

Eoose Association .
_The New Left, then, is at present a loose as-

sociation. of three to five organizations. Wheth-.

er it will exist as an organized party on the
national:level is doubtful; but even now, and in
the recent past, it has been a political mood,
even a.political. tendency.

It has provincial affiliates:
Socialiste -Révolutionnaire in = Toulouse, the
Fédération Progressiste in Cherbourg, other

groups in Nancy, Rouen, Le Havre, Montpellier

and:elsewhere. It has at its disposal an influen-

tial - weekly, France-Observateur, in which all”
ifs tendencies are represented. It exerts some in- .
fluence in the dally Combat. It has a foothold in -
the student movement, -with Tribune Etudiante. -

It even has some workmg class support: leavmg

aside the “progressives” of the CGT, it is sup- -
ported m ‘good- faith by the C’ombat Syndical

the Mouvement-

mmor:ty in:F.0. and the Reconstructwn mmor—
ity in CFTC. :

What has been the politics of this coahtlon‘?
In what way has it mtervened in recent politi-
cal life? %

The wide variation in political tradltlons and

allegiances has necessarily led the three groups. ,
to seek unification on a certain number of spe-: - -
cific issues connected by vague generahtles :

rather than on fundamental - political agree-
ment. From the beginning, the New Left hag
stressed its determination to avoid “old. ideo-
logical dissensions” and “old sectarian quar-

rels.” Its spokesmen have warned against those

who, by their “sectarianism” and “intransi-
gence,” would place obstacles in the way of

-unity. In practice, this has meant that all dis-

cussions on orientation have been kept on the
most superficial level possible.

Reticent on Communist Party

In an effort to justify its existence, -the
spokesmen for the New Left have continuously
repeated that the two traditional parties of the
working class no longer fulfill their function,
but they do not clearly explain in what way
they have failed to do so. Many attacks are be-
ing leveled against the impotence and the po-

“litieal corruption of the SP in general, but to-

day this requires neither perspicacity nor cour:
age. Often what is attacked is the ‘‘sectarian-
ism” of the SP which keeps it from collaborat‘
ing with the CP,

On the subject of the CP. and . of Russia the .
New Left has been notably more reticent. The:
susceptibility and quick temper of the CP are -

well known in these circles, so one must tread:
gingerly.

- Fundamental criticism of Stalinist politics has

been-completely absent from-the press of the
New:Left. On the contrary, all-efforts are be-
ing made to convince the CP that the New Left
is not hostile to it, and that it won't do any-

thing-the CP does not approve of. In short, the-

New Left conceives of itself as an independent

force only to the extent thatits “mdependence"'_ :

does not interfere with CP politics.

Vague Formulas
In the absence of fundamental pohtlcal agree-_

ment, the New Left has only succeeded in find-

ing a common ground of vague formulas:
: _“We a
oppose

bring about, en the internal level, a great move-

ment in favor of the disinherited.” (Paul Rivet, -

Conference-for a New Left, May 29.)
- “All these groups claim to belong to the-work-
ing-class movement. All aim.to build a socialist

society - founded on' the collectivization of the
basic means of production and the administra-’

tion of the collectivized enterprises by the work-
ers themselves.. All, in the immediate. future,

aim.to promote the unity of action of the whole .

working class toward specific aims on the eco-

nemie and social level. It was.not difficult, under.
these conditions, to agree on.an orientation doc--

ument which was approved, practically unani-
mously, by the participants at the conference.”
(Yves Déchezelles, Le Libérateur, July 4).

~ In addition to such purposely equivocal for-
mulas, the groups of the New Left: were able to.

reach agreement on another - point; which con-

stitutes a: basic element of their policy and their

fundamental reason for existence: to bring
about a Popular Front: ~

“How can we exist, unless we are a link be-

. tween SP and CP?” asked Andre. Dems (in Le

Libérateur, June 6). .

" “Thanks to its independence, our organiza-
tion will be the only one capable of promoting a
Popular Front,” explained Gilles Martinet at
the National. Conference for a- New: Left, on

May 30. “It is impossible to tilt the balance in-

favor of the popular forces without the unity of
all these forces, including the Communists. On
this point we intend to clearly reaffirm what has
been the essential aim of our struggle since the
creation of the Union Progressiste.”

Hails: Mendes-France

The trade-union policy of the New Left o ,, ;
Support to the CGT’s pohcy of

analogous

ee to end the Indochinese war, We
erman rearmament, we attempt to-

(Gilles -
Martinet, Union Progressiste Sept.-Oct. 1954) .
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“top. leadership of the great federations. [The
CGT is .the Stalinist-led trade-union federa-
tion.]

. The: advent of the Mendés-France gover‘n'-

_ ‘ment caused a great stir in the press of the New

Left.- One might think that-its Populay Front

policy would plaee it in epposition to a bour-

- geols government, liberal though it may be by

'some standards. The PCI, which has an estab-

lished reputation for sticking to its mistakes,

‘also -advoecates a united CP-SP government! but

. opposed Mendés-France from the start on this
‘ basw

“Not so the New Left. We hcve been freated

:l_o the spectacle of sharp—nay, implacable—

critics of social-democracy rallying o the sup-
port of bourgeois politicians. Not that the New

" Left has ceased to be for a Popular Front—but
now it is for a Popular Front which should sup-
port the Mendés-France government!

The "Intelligent Bourgeoisie"

On July 4, Le Libérateur could hardly re-
strain itself: “The experience Mendés-France
has begun. We congratulate ourselves very sin-
- cerely. One may hope that this Parliament,
which led France to disasters, will allow the ex-
perience to develop. With Mendés-France, the
intelligent bourgeoisie has come to power, more
or less supported by the least rotten sections .of
the capitalism of our country. .

. However, no rose without thorns: “the fun-
damental error of Mendés-France seems to us
. tobe his belief that our country can be restored

- without the support of the mass of the popula-
tion, of the wage-earners.”

On August 15, the same paper wrote: “What

are we to think of the achievements and of what

-We- knovv of the intentions of Mr. Mendés-
France? .

~ the improvement of the living conditions of the
- workers. But if one thinks that he alone is cap-

" able today of putting the house in order, one

should consider his action as a whole: timid,

perhaps, confined to a narrow framework which -

~ he will not seek to broaden, no -doubt, but bene-
ficial nevertheless. The Mendés-France govern-
ment corresponds more or less to-a conservative
government in a country like Great Britain,

where the capitalist ruling class has not re--

signed from its duties, and does not launc¢h the
nation on insane ventures. . . . The peculiarity
of the French political situation is that an intel-
ligent and constructive policy cannot be carried
out without the support of the Left, even if this
poliey is not fundamentally Left.”

Logic of a Policy |
~ The enthusiasm of the New Left strategists

“for Mendés-France (“P.M.F.” for his friends)
was ‘based above all on his ending of the war in:

“Indochina and on his stand against EDC, in

other words, on foreign policy issues and, in
particular, on those affecting the Stalinist bloe.
In exchange for these positions, they gave the
- government every benefit of doubt on North
African policy, even though it was clear that no
fundamental changes were to be expected ; they
carefully -avoided .taking any position on the
. split of the Algerian MTLD ; they did not attack
- the government’s reactionary wage policy, but
hinted- that the workers might demand more
when Mendés-France would have time to busy
himself Wlth them.

: Only when the -government - announced its
- support of the Paris'agreements did the enthu-
siasm drop. Feeling free at last to vent his bit-

ter disillusionment, Claude Bourdet announced

that it was hardly worth while to have changed

governments, while Gilles Martinet argued-that

in this difficult moment the government should
nevertheless be supported “by all progressive
forees,” because the stronger its support on the
“Left,” the better it could resist the pressures
" on its Right. .

Contrary to appearances, there is no contra-

. 1.-A-controlled expenment as it were, so-the:workers:

carn: see once ‘more’that ithe two “re;fm-rmst" partles are: 1

" The New Left'i

‘diction for the New Left between supporting a

. We know that he will not touch the’
' eapltahst reglme His primary aimis not even.

tIte old Bl

Popular Front and supporting Mendés-France.
‘The- deeper logic of its politics explains these

illogical positions, which:are only two different
.aspects of the same opportunism.

'Op'porfuhism and Pro-Stalinism

"The New Left will not oppose-Mendés-France
because it-does net oppose capitalism. What it
-opposes is inefficient capitalism, stagnant capi-
talism. It opposes the French bourgeoisie not
-as such, but because it is subservient to:the U:S.,
because it has “resigned from its dutfes, and
because ‘it “launches the nation on insane ven-

- tures.” Now, the British. bourgeoisie, here we

have something else. .

This crudely reformlsi' attitude should place
the New Léft somewhere in the nghf wing of

the SP. If it does not go there, it is because of -

its pro-Stalinist orientation. But the pro-Stalin-
ism of the New Lef¥ is ifself a product of its

. opportunism, of the same envious admiration

for efficient bureaucracies, efficient ruling
<classes, efficient manipulators. The Russian bu-
reaucraty may be an exploitive ruling class,
but it .develops production, while the French
bourgeonsne allows it to stagnate; it may have

a brutally imperialist foreign policy, but it-

knows what it wants, while the French bour-
geocisie does not; it may exert a ruthless totali-
tarian dictatorship, but it is led by men of iron,

while the French ministers, in Sartre’s words,.
have "a girl’s nerv.e‘s"v and “fainf on the speak-

er's platform."

We have here, in the th1nk1ng of the New
Left, particularly of the Union Progressiste,
the ideology of a peculiar social type, which
seems to form the backbone of all movements on
the Stalinist periphery.

The Neo-Stalinist Type -

They are bureaucratlc cadres of bourgeois so-
ciety: teachers _writers, administrators, scien-

-~ tists, civil servants, technicians, one may add

trade-umon leaders, who are perceptlve enough
to understand the corruption and the irrevers-
ible decay of the society they live in. In times

and places where a revolutionary alternative to

capitalism exists, they may rally to it. More
often they do not, beeause, in general, their so-
cial posxt;on and background keeps them from
having any understandmg or sympathy for rev-
olutionary struggles of the masses..

. In the old socialist movement they mi:ght have

been Bernsteinian revisionists. But in France

today, another alternative exists, visible and ac-

tive in all fields of social life : the Stalinist alter-

native. In Stalinism, the “progressive” bour-
geois finds the. ideal solution to his predicament :
a movement which abolishes the contradictions
of capitalist society which he experiences in his
everyday act1v1t1es, yet satisfies' his bureau-
cratic craving for hierarchy, order, power and
recognition.

For the writer, it has pubhshmg contracts in
" Moscow ; for the scientist, Peace Prlzes for the

trade-union bureaucrat, exercise of effective

WHAT IS
INDEPENDENT SOCIALISM?

- In five special pamphlet-issues of "Labor
" Action, the basic idea sof Independent So-
cialism are vividly and simply exploined.

of Independeni' Socialism

No. 2—Independen'l' Socialism and
War

" No. 3—The Fair Deal: A Socialist
Analysis
No.4—Socialism and Democracy
- No.5—What Is Stalinism?

10 cents each .
Copies are still availadble. .

No. "i—The Principles and Program |

X -Justlce Departments 4 (Polztzcal A.ﬁaz:rs, May~z1'951 Pyt

‘Alley. . .‘ |

power. It daes not necessarlly require deep com-~

‘mitment: a few signatures, a few: speeches and
‘articles are sufficient. He need not join the

party. 4

He is allowed a few mental reservatlons,
while feeling that he is riding the wave of the

‘future. He has no fear of “revolution,” because

he Knows that in the society of the future he - -

will be part of a pr1v1leged ruling class, ,]ust as
‘he has always been. .

No Road for Socmhsf Workers

For all those who are sirlvmg to create aw
independent socmlls'l' organization; which would
express on the pollhcal level the mdependen‘l'
class action of the workers, outside-and- against
the crippling bureaucracies, outside and against
the servants of one or the other imperialism, if.

is clear that the New Left is not the orgamzue- -

tion 'l'hey hope to build. The task it has set it
self is not to assist the workmg class in its res
sistance adainst its class enemies; on the corr--'
trary, it is offering its cooperation 'I'o every,

- enemy the working class has.
It is not surprising, in view of these facts, L

that it should not be determined by develops-

ments within the working class. The most sig-""""".

nificant recent development in the labor move=

ment has been an increase in militancy coupled -
with an inereasing disaffection of the workers
for their traditional organizations. A genuinely. .
independent, organized Left could yet arise .

from this development, and in turn offer a foot-
hold for the independent forces in the lahor
movement. The New Left, on the other hand;
has nothing to offer but a united front of the"
bureaucrames the workers dre desertmg

Much more than to the awakening of theﬂ:“
French working class, the New Left owes its.

existence to the turn in Russian policy. rafteln
Stalin’s death. Now that the Communist Party -

is attempting to create a broad front of all'peos.
ple who, for good or bad reasons, oppose U. Si. -

policy, now that it is once again extending fra--

ternal invitations to the SP for united aetion; -

and that its supporters spend the best of their
time to show how peaceful, benign and benevo-

. lent the rulers of Russia really are—what better.

time for a “New Left” to arise and to call for
the “union of all good leftists”?

It would be unfair to suggest that the New
Left is a front-organization established with CcP
approval. This is .certainly and obviously not:
the case. But it is all the fairer to ask how much:

of a.chance Gilles Martinet, Claude Bourdet and: -

the rest of them would have to play a political
role if the CP happened to follow a “hard” llne 2
Last of a Series :

It would also be unjust to suggest that the'
rank-and-file supporters of the New Left, in the

F.O. and CFTC minorities, in the provinces, "

among the former members of the ASR, do not
seek to create, through the new coalition, an-
opportunlty for independent socialist forces ‘to

crystallize.- For many of them, the venture of

the New Left would have no meaning if it did
not eventually lead to the reorganization of the:

scattered independent socialists: Conscious’ of
the shortcomings of the New Left, distrustful

of the Stalinists in U.P., they still do not see-

any other point of leverage at whlch to make a
beginning. \

However, it seems to us that these comrades

have not drawn the necessary conclusions from
the collapse of the RDR, of which the New Left -
combines every weakness, lacking at the same’

time some of its advantages. indeed, if the New

Left shows anything, it shows the degenerahonb '

of centrist experiments in France.

From the PSOP to the New Left, what a re»:

[Turn to last pagel

2. Such as when in the U. 8., Alexander Blttelman

called the Sweezylte Monthly Remew a “danger,” and.

accused it of trying to “build up a cadre and resources.’

for the launchmg at some future date of an apti-Marx~ ~

ist party moving in the direction of a.Titoist set-up,.
acceptable'to,-and-approved by, Wall Street’s State and’
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: {Continued from page 7)
fvealmg devolution! In spite of its many weak-
‘nesses, the PSOP was yet recognizably an inde-
“pendent socialist party. It arose as a result of
a widespread leftward movement in social-de-
'mocracy, at a time when Stalinism was brutally
‘revealing itself as a reactionary force (Stalin-
‘Laval Pact 1935). The rise of the PSOP was a
‘part of the great revolutionary upsurge of
‘Which the sit-down strikes of June 1936 were

another aspect. In short, it was linked to pro-.

- found, progressive changes in the attitudes of
the French working class. The PSOP also con-
+tained a substantial revolutionary wing, with-
‘out illusions concerning either Stalinism or so-
. «cial-democracy.

Tt failed because it proved unable to develop
i clear_1deas of what it was and where it was
going. Its collapse was inevitable after it failed
to develop a consistent revolutionary policy, es-
pecxally on the war question, that is, on the con-
ﬂlct of two imperialist b}ocs

The RDR Expenmenf .

A reorgamzatxon of centrist and revolutlon-
ary "socialist forces was attempted under much
more unfavorable circumstances, in 1947. It did
not. correspond to any important leftward devel-

opments in the working class, and failed to’ get
“¥working-class. support comparable to the
PSOP’s. The new organization, the RDR, was
- mainly composed of intellectuals, contained a
~great variety of divergent tendencies, and suf-
. fered throughout its brief existence for an ap-

palhng confusion of ideas. Nevertheless, many"
of -its adherents had understood the reactionary

- nature of Stalinism, and the fact that any valid
independent moveément of the Left must oppose
both. imperialist blocs.

.The RDR collapsed because it remamed iso-
iated from the bulk of the working-class move-
‘ment because it failed to achieve more than ver-
~“bal unity, beeause of its lack of -experienced

' .cadres, and because it proved unable to develop

‘clear ideas of what it was and What it was go-
/mg todo.
Today we have the New Left. It includes a

Vast majority of intellectuals, arid some of them .

of the worst kind. It has even less bona-fide
‘working:class support than the RDR had. It
does not even attempt to reach theoretical clar-
fty, because it knows it could ‘not stand the
. strain. It includes in its ranks a substantial

group which behaves in its relations to the CP

~like Ben Bolt’s Alice, who “wept with delight
- whén you ‘gave her a smile, and trembled w1th
fear at your frown.” :

.What is.left? A number of bourge01s llberals,
: '_Chrlst_lan neutralists, neutralist pacifists, pro-
gressive Gaullists, and a handful of independent
" socialists with neither courage nor ability to
face up to thelr pohtlcal responsxbxhtles

Not Befween but Against

. Nevertheless, the appearance of the New Left
_on the French political scene may not have been

" entirely negative. Since it does not rouse many

- hepes, it will not cause much disillusion.

On the other hand, it brings to the fore once
cgam. even though mvolun'l'crlly ‘and indirectly,
.. vital questions which remain to be answered.

If ithe forces of independent socialism cannot
&I:erreorgamzed m the New Left, where can such
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a reorganizdtion take place" On what pohhccl

‘basis can a genuine Left arise?

All useful thinking on the subject must start
with the recognition of a political fact: today,
independence of the Left does not mean inde-
pendence between the two imperialist blocs, but
independence against them. '

An independent Left cannot derive its
strength parasitically from one or the other bloc

of powers, or by exploiting a turn in their pol-

icy. The only source of strength it can have is
the one the socialist movement had in its begin-
nings: the continuous, irrepressible struggle
waged by the working class against its exploit-
ers in all countries. It- must support every
manifestation of this elass struggle: in East
and West Germany, in Czechoslovakia, in
France, in England, in North Africa and in all
other countries. -

"Its aim is not to be a link between enemies.
Its aim is, on the contrary, to strengthen, to
co-ordinate, to clarify the struggle of the work-
ing class, to prepare the revolutionary over-
throew of capitalism and bureaucratic collectiv-
ism in the world, and the defeat of reformist
opportunism and of Stalinism in the labor
movement.

In. Italy, the success of the Independent So-
cialist Union (USI), as against the stagnation
of the “new leftist)’ Unita Popolare, has demon-
strated the solidity of Third Camp socialism as
a political basis for an independent Left. What
an independent socialist program in France
could be was suggested by Marceau Pivert in
his article “Front démocratique et social ou
Front révolutionnaire?” in Démocratie Pro-
létarienne, October 1953.

Alternatives
Another basic fact of the situation is that in

‘France an independent socialist party, organ-

ized on these or other prineciples, has little
chance of success at the present time. The ex-
isting splits atre already too numerous, and the
workers will not support yet another organiza-
tion, however correct its policy may be.’

The experience of the PCI preves this. Grant-
ing that the PCI’s position on Russia is false,
granting that it is a bureaucratic and settarian
organization—it is still an organization that for
a long. time has stood for working-class inde-
pendence from both imperialist blocs. If the
workers had been prepared to support such a
party, a false policy might have kept it small
but would not have caused it to :decline into
insignificance.? ..

However, mdependen'l' socmllsfs mus'l' nof
necessarily create new parties: they can enter

_the SP and reorganize as a left wing within it.*

- When Jean Rous suggested entry into the SP
at.the beginning of the year, a great outcry was
raised in the ranks of the New Left. This was
the case especially among the former members
of the ASR, who had left the SP to join the
RDR and who have a stake in proving that

3. The existence of a successful separate Third Camp
socialist organization in Italy, the USI, might be con-
sidered as an argument for the bmldmg of a separate

- organization in France. However, in this respect the

Ttalian and the French situations are very different. In
France, there is only one.political mass organization in

the non-Stalinist labor movement: the SP. On the other:
hand, the extreme fragmentation of Italian. socialism.

(PSI PSDI, MAS and USI) has transformed Italian
social-democracy from a mass party into a reformist
cadre-party, where. entry is politically useless. The PSI
has a dictatorial internal set-up which makes it diffi-

enlt for an -organized “auntonomist” tendency to make:
itself heard openty. Moreover, the USI itself is a union-

of revolutionary socialist tendencies which all developed
previously in mass—partres CP PST, PSDI and Adction
Party.

4. There are, of -course, still other ponts of view,
Révolution Proletanemw confines its activities to_the
trade-union movement. Socialisme ow Barbarie rejects
activity both in parties and in the trade-union move-
ment, and works for the rise of workers councils, out-
side and against the traditional organizations. It is im-
possible, within the framework of this article, to deal

, in_detail with these positions. Suffice it to note here,.
that Révolution Prolétarienne does mot seem to see its-

way clear of a pro-U. 8. position which might well en-

* danger its existence as an independent political . move-

ment. Socinlisme ou Bar barie, a group of revolutioenary

Third Camp socialists, unfortunately combines great:
perspicacity and solidity in .its political analyses Wwith .
a-crippling sectarianism.. Under the impact of the de-*
generation of political life .in France, it has retired to -
positions: which Marxists, in. a happler tlme, had con- .
L N

sidered’ infantile. dxsordels.‘- .

=3

nothmg can be done w1th1n the SP Yet the fact -

: .Junheryx-.z..ius_sb i

-remains that the only place where independent, . -
internationalist, Third Camp socialist pesitions - .
are effectively  defended today. is Correspon--

°

dance Socialiste Internationale, a monthly pub-* = .° :

lished by a group in the SP led by P1vert

What Is the Problem? R S
It may be obJected -and it has been obJected S
that the SP today is hopelessly immersed 1n a-

reformist and opportumst swamp ; that- its so-

cial composition is predominantly petty-boUr- .

geis and that its age composition is too. old;

that it is diseredited among the workers; that <10,

it is dominated by a selidly entrenched bureau-
cracy; that all these.factors make the develop-
ment of a left wing within it unlikely.

While all this is true,
point.

The problem before us is not to tranéform

the SP.into the leading party of the working

class, nor to “take it over,” nor to “build a

‘ party within a party.” Our problem is, first, to

find an arena in which to make the voice of

independent socialism' heard; second, to raHy'f :

the scattered independent socxahsts.

This double task, creating a pole of. attrac-
tion and rallying the independent soc;ah_sts_
around it, can be undertaken in the SP alone, .. -

While the SP does have a predominantly petty-,
bourgeois social composition, .it- still has an

audience among the workers, particularly those . = "
of F.0. and CFTC. While the SP is. discredited . ' -
among the working class, it is still supported, - -

for lack of a better alternative, by workers who
are .discontented with its leadership and ‘its
policies. While the SP is dominated by a heaVy-

handed bureaucracy, so are the trade unions; -

which does not prevent left-wing m1nor1t1es
from erganizing within them.

it is also beside the ‘

Membership in the SP also makes it possible .

for independent socialists to remain in direct

touch with the other parties of the international _
socialist movement and, in particular; to-intes -

grate themselves in an international socialist
Left. Since the rise of largescale centrist move-

ments in European and -especially in Asian so- - A
cialism, this is a political advantage whlch cans - o

not be.neglected.

The Indicated Road

~In spite of its weaknesses, which make it

practically impossible for the SP to become .a
leading party of the working class, it still reach- -~

es an important working class audience and ‘the
“socialist milieu" the New Left hopes to reach.

This appears to be recognized by the New Left ‘

itself. which finds it necessary to attack the

SP strongly and often, while at the same time:

appealing to the SP’s “healthy elements” fo iom
it.

 We are all aware, of course, that bmld_mg‘ PRE i
left wing in the SP is a tedious;:difficult.and: %
hazardous task. CSI has already had difficulties:

with the SP. leadershlp, and it will doubtless run

into trouble agam Eventually, if Pivert and-his =~
friends . succeed .in -extending their .influénce; e B
they might even: be expelled; although- they wilk . "
do everything in their pewer not to be, But’if: =

they are, they will leave the SP as. a stronger. -
group than any.of the isolated independent so-. -

cialist groups can. hope to become in the same: -
length of time. Meanwhile, CSI is making-its: . .~ - 4
voice heard. Se -doing, it is achieving mereand .
reaching a larger audience than any other inde- - -
pendent socialist group is deing at the pr&eent' o o]

time.

Today,v there are many fthings that the €SI~ -
- tendency lacks. It lacks a comprehensive posi.- ™ .
tion on colonial gquestions; it lacks a trade-x;.
union policy; it lacks sufficient clarity in its: - =
appraisal of Bevanism; it lacks a concrete and;- s
explicit program in general. However, by its. - -
continued existence and activity, CSI has prov--

en that the voice of independent socialism: ean -
be raised in.the SP and that it can be ralsed

there more eﬁ"ectwely than outs1de of 1t
4~ g’

* We would i te invite d;;cussion oﬁ%lw foref;oinb .
article, not only. in general from all readers interested. =
in the problems. of rebuilding the socialist movement; -

but, particularly. from readers in-France.—Ed.
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