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FIVE CENTS

"Sweezy_ Case

Among +the civil-liberties cases that
come in such a constant flood that the
very capacity forjindignation is dulled,
an outstanding one that demands atten-
tion is the case of Paul Sweezy in New
Hampshire. This anti-democratic atroe-
ity is based on a state law, but in many
parts of the country repressive state
laws have . become very important in
hoisting constitutional trial balloons on
legal methods of witchhunting,

A New Hampshire law of ‘the anti-
subversive type is directed against any-
one who teaches or advocates the over-
throw of constitutional government by
force and violence. The state attorney
general has used this law: for the harass-
ment of Paul Sweezy, a former Harvard
professor, an editor of the Monthly Re-
wiew: (independent Stalinist), and anthor

- of several important books including The

Theory of Caplitalist -Development.

Sweezy, questioned by-the. attorney. gen-
eral at closed sessions, stated that he. had:
never been a member: of the, CP, had never
attended any party meetings, did not
know any party members in the state, and
had never advocated the overthrow of
constitutional government- by force and
violence. But he declined to answer ques-
tions concerning ideas, beliefs and asso-
ciations which “could not possibly be per-
tinent"". to the New Hampshire law, He.
refused, for example, to answer questions
about the Progressive Party and the con-
fent of a lecture on "Socialism” which he
had given by -invitation in- @ Humanities
course at. the Universufy of New Hamp-
:hlre.

" As a result after a court hearing was
begun, Sweezy was declared in contempt
of court and sentenced to jail. (In New
Hampshire practice the penalty for con-
tempt of court is jail until the individual

‘decides-to-answer the question.) He is

- now out on bail and the case has been

appealed. to the state Supreme Court.

It is important to note that Sweezy is
a private citizen,\not a _government em-
ployee, nor a teacher in a public institu-
tion, nor the holder of any “sensitive”
post. A law which presumably was
passed to punish advocacy .  of “over-
throw of constitutional government by
force and violence” is being used in po-

- lice-state fashion to probe and pillory

private political opinions.

Clark C‘a;e .

case. with a

Another civil-liberties
“different” angle .is that of. the right-
wing William Clark, the former federal
judge of the American occupation in
Germany who was first fired and then
even refused: a’ pa&sport to’ visit® Ger:
many.

-His passport case is. prefty clearly
based on the State Department’'s conten-
fion that it has the untrammeled right to
refuse a passport to 4any American citizen

‘who, it believes, is likely to criticize U, Sz_

policy when abroad.

The government’s contention before
the federal court is that if Clark is
given a passport he would go to Germany
and. there criticize American soft policy
toward ex-Nazis and that this is the
same accusation as has been made by
Otto John. In other words, it is the gov-
ernment - position that an American must
abandon free speech as the price of a
passport.. This is not only their position
before the court; it is what they have

‘in actuality been enforeing without any

other sanction than their own bureau-
cratlc decxsxon, as 'in the case of Max

lTurn to last pagel

THEY USED TO TALK ABOUT R
"WINNING THE PEACE" ....

A New German Arm
Is Born at lomlon !

By BERNARD CRAMER

Dulles “has accomplished what may be one of the greatest diplo-
“said President Eisenhower of the -

matic achievements .of our time,”
results of the London conference.

The main diplomatic result at London was to make possible the
rearmament of German militarism. This is the

achievement,

All along, throughout the vicis-
situdes of the EDC project and its
eventual defeat, this was the only

“victory” in question. When EDC
was - scrapped through French in-
transigence, it was'a body blow to~
U. S. policy, for this country’s

-foreign policy under both Truman and
"Eisenhower has been crucially tied to the

brandishment of military might. Without
this, the U. S. has no policy, whatsoever
to speak of. With this, it is back in busi-
ness at the old stand.

With the London conference over, West-
ern strategic policy is very much back in
business at the old stand. The accent is
on "old.” There will be a German army
again. No one particularly pretends that
this is a fresh new wind blowing over
Europe. That German army will be largely
vunder the old Wehrmacht officers, built up
by a government in Bonn tied to the oid
capitalist interests and heavily larded
with ex-Nazis and neo-Nozis.

Out of the London conference have
comé 12 German divisions and four Brit-
ish divisions for the Continent. This is
what the jubilation is about, when the
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“victory” and the

reckoning is made. The arithmetic of the
conference “documents is purely military.
The conference of course had nothing to-
say about political defense against the
Stalinist empire bhecause that was not
on its agenda. But there are not- a. fe y
pomtmg out: that ‘ever the aiilitary - “ariths
metic of the conference is already obso=
lete. For example: Twelve plus four -
equals . . . how many H-bombs?

SUCKED BACK

The United States won the Second
World War over its enemy Japan, and
then after the war had to win a second
“victory” in order to persuade the Japan-
ese to violate their own post-war consti-
tution by rearming. The United States
crushed its foe Germany in the war,
and now has reinforced its victory with

.a second “victory,” the victory which - »

Eisenhower and Dulles are now hailing,
the achievemient in London, the glorious
fullment - of remilitarizing Adenauer
Germany. : »
The concession to Germany of many

or most of the attributes of national
sovereignty is good in itself. We social--

{Turn to last pagel

By A. STEIN

Salisbur

The Kremlin has always been more than fortunate in the type of
correspondent assigned to Russia by the New York Times. In the mid-
thirties it had the invaluable services of the -cynical Walter Duranty.
More recently, between 1949 and 1954, it has had Harrison E. Salisbury.
. Although Salisbury is no Duranty—since he lacks the gall, the abso-

. lute; contempt for truth, and esteem for the intelligence or worth of his

fellow men that were Duranty's chief stock-in-trade—there is a parallel-
ism.in the kind of service each in his own way has rendered the Kremlin.

Duranty explained away the
purges, the Moscow Trials, and the
terror and bestiality of Stalin’s
rule by saying these were the un-
fortunate but inevitable by-prod-
ucts of a struggle between the
“moderates” and the “extremists,”
the sober “reformers” and the ro-
mantic “revolutionaries.” Trotsky
and the Old Bolsheviks, with their

.impractical dreams of world revo-

lutioni were a menace to the world.

B Stahn—there was a. man who

: 31de of the caplta st democrames agamst

yard!—a realistic fellow with
whom you could do business.

Needless to say, Duranty shaped the
facts to fit his opinions. True, he admit-
ted, there was a great deal of suffering
and want in Russia, but then that kind
of thing was congenial to the Slavic soul
of the ordinary Russian.

And whatever was wrong, there was
more that was right, The proof of this
at home was the 1936 Constitution with
its great promise of political reform. And
Stalin’s foreign policy put Russia on.the

ian Slave Labor

and revolution abroad were on.the way
out; domestic reform, the Popular Front
and collective security were on the way
in.

Like Duranty, Salisbury is no mere re-
porter but has a political line to peddle.
The main feature is familiar enough: Fhe
present rulers in the Kremlin, whatever
they may have been in the pasi, are now
moaderates and reformers, while the late
Stalin and Beria were wild-eyed extrem-
ists, anti-Semites, mad dogs and bloody.
monsters.

Further: the present regime is stable,
has the support of the army, and is- dis-
sipating popular distrust and apathy as
it introduces more political and economic

‘measures td benefit the masses. And in-

stead of stepping up the cold war, Malen-
kov and Company are preaching co-
existence. .

NO HIRELING BUT—

" That Salisbury has such opinions is his
business. And as for his estimate of the
shifting weight of the different social
and political groupings in the ruling
chque LABOR ACTION may deal Wlth

What, however, must be challenged af
this point are Salisbury's "facts.” When
he reports "facts” that are simply not
true, and backs them with unsubstunfi_u}ed_
rumors in order to. buhress. his opinions, .
he is being bofh disingenuous and_ dis-
honesf t

What makes Salzsbu/ry harmful is that
behind him stands the great. prestige. omql .
reputation of the New York Times,.a .
newspaper whick can hardly be called. a. |
defender or supporter of. the Kremlin.
Were a Kremlin hireling to publish some
of Salisbury’s statements, he would be.
laughed out of court. But when a series
of apologies for the Kremlin are skilfully. .-
embedded in the articles Salisbury just-
completed in the New York Times, they
are classified as “‘objective repo'rtr'ng
Their value to the Kremlin is mest'cm- :
able. .

AN IMPRESSION

“Tn the eight, ninth and tenth articles:
of the series Salisbury wrote for the New:
York Times under the title “Russia Re-
Viewed,” he deals extensively with the:
subject of slave labor “in Stahmst Rus
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By JACK WILSON
DETROIT, Oct. 4—The tensions and

frustrations that accompany increasing

unemployment hit this industrial area
- in various ways this past. week, even
¥ though the end of the Square-D strike
was supposed to bring “peace” to the
commumty ‘again.

Unemployment mounted to 215,000 in
\'the Detroit area alone, and totals around
350,000 in Michigan; auto-manufacturer
model change overs build up the load
- which -is permanently around 200, 000

. “unemployed in Michigan during this pe-

" riod of “normaley.” Even the Michigan
‘Employment Security Commission ad-
" mits that 153,000 are unemployed perma-
- nently in the Detroit area. _
Increasing friction between Negroes
. and whites threatens to erupt into some-
thing bigger than the recent mob actions
" against Negroes moving ipto new neigh-
borhoods, events which all of Detroit pre-
" fends don't. happen since they are not
" reported on the radio or in the daily press.

Only -last week, a Negro family were
stoned, and were not able to move into
a workmg-class area in East Detroit,
where they have purchased a home. The
Negro mother was badly bruised and
frlghtened to a state of hysteria, by a
. _amob con51st1ng of home-owners and their
~ wives in.the Hudson, Budd Wheel and
Chrysler area. Most of the vicious race-
baiters, were union members. The out-
come of this tragic incident was the sale
of the home by the Negro. Police protee-
tion, as usual, amounted to viewing the
mob charitably and keeping the Negro
family “safe” by taking them away:
“In another mob scene on the East Side,
_a Negro and his white wife were forced

- to move from her home in a whlte neigh-
borhood, after their marriage. Here too
the police- kept order! The mob had its
way.

‘ $CANDAL
7 76f course, this isn't like Trumbull
Psark in Chicago. Here even a ‘federal
¢ourt injunction against the city housing
commission *has failed to move officials
into breaking a Jim-Crow pattern in’
certain key public housing areas. And in
Detroit they haven’t removed any city
ofﬁclal for fighting against housing seg-
regation; as they did recently in Chicago.
" Here the qualified candidate for chair-
" man of the city interracial commission
simply wasn’t given the job.. A real-
estate man got. it instead.

Not: very long ago, a national scandal '

was' suppressed in Detroit too, with the

~goopeération ~of the press. Haile Selassie,
"' king of Ethiopia, didn't stay in Detroit

- during - his tour. 'No hotel was able to
.- furnish suitable dccommodations,” was the
" official alibi..The plain fact of the matfer
was that Detroit's top hotels begqed off,
and. got.away with it.

It may be a slight exaggeration to say
that the Democratic Party and the

" UAW-CIO have a new.“clever” policy on .

this question, but it does look like it.

The answer to these prejudices that
curse the state of Michigan and the city

of Detroit seems to be to bring senators
~.and congressmen from down South to
- talk to the voters to tell them to vote

‘Democratic!

.1t hardly seems likely that any Demo-

. cratic candidate or official from the

South-is going to tackle the Negro ques-
tion even up here. The next few weeks
will provide an answer to that question.
it doesn't seem likely that Governor
Williams, for example, will go even as far
as Vice-President Nixon did in his remarks
on the Jim Crow situation in Delaware.

"YSL Class in N. Y. N
| WEDNESDAYS ’
- JFat 7:30 p.m.

" Oct. 13—Stalinism.

" Oct. 20—Socialism.

* Oct. 27—The Third Camp.
3—Labor Party.

Nov. 10—Socialist Perspectives.

- Nov,

|* Al sessions at Labor Action Hull,
P - 114 West 14 Street, N. Y. C.

"_.Cify Leaders Doing Nothing —or Worse

acism in Detroit

At Sicing Poin

SINISTER OMEN
‘'FOR LABOR

By AL DAVIS

NEW YORK,; Oct. 5—A. militant sit-
down strike, reminiscent of the ’30s, is
‘on 'in a Brooklyn plant. The. ingredients
of the situation are interesting. Involved
are (1) another type. of attempt by a
union to stop a runaway plant from mov-
ing south; and (2) a union-busting atti-
tude by the company, similar to that de-
veloped in the Detroit Square-D strike,
taking advantage of the recent Humph-
rey Anti-Communist Law, to break labor

"organizations under the Stalinist-led in-

dependent . United Electrlcal Workers

- (UE).

It is Local 475 of the .UE which or-
ganized the factory, the American Safety
Razor Company, employing about 1400
workers. Early this summer the company
announced. that it planned to move south
within a year, as its reaction to the pre-
ceding union organization campaign.

- By way of -sugar-coating the blow—
which means lgss of employment to the
workers durmg a period of increasing job
scarcity—it offered severance pay and
pensions totaling almost $1,000,000 (one
week’s pay for every year with the com-
pany and pensions for all workers over

65 paid'on a sliding scale dependent on_

the length ‘of service). These benefits

hinged on a guarantee of uninterrupted .

production until the company moved.

INSOLENT DEMANDS

After months of negotiations the local
leadership accepted in' substance the pro-
posals of the company, now modified to
include a wage increase and some im-
provements in pensions and severance.

Between the ratification of the contract
ond the final draft’'s preparation, a matter
of some -three weeks, the new infamous
Anti-Communist Law passed Its first bit-
ter frulf_ was -evident in the overnight
change of atfitude on the part of the cor-

/ = “
Research

“ADA 'Trippers Look Behind - Iron
Curtain” is the headline in the ADA
World for September. The sentence in
the article on which the headline is
based reads: .

““The touring 'ADAers met Iron Cur-
tain refugees in West Berlin and photo-
graphed. Russian soldiers on holiday. with

their families, in the Eastern section -of .
the c;ty ”

¥

Britisl:_ (b[oliih_/ Dictdtbr;sluﬁ Still
Represses Political Life in Guiana

In British Guiana, where British im-
perialism openly used troops to suppress
and oust the democratically elected gov-
ernment of the colony, on the ground that
the People’s Progressive Party was Com-
munist-dominated, the colonial dictator-
ship ‘has continued the repression
through subtler legal devices.

The, London African and Colonial
World: reports the picture as follows,

On the technical “legislation of restric-
tion orders,” by .forcing the people to

M . confine their residence te limited areas -

and reporting to the pelice daily, a num-
ber of people are being .provoked into
breaking the emergency regulations.

In this, the government is being quite
selective, and these -orders--are-- only
placed on such individuals who are_consid-

‘ered likely to be in a posikion to keep-the

political movement alive. .

One by one, the leaders of the PPP and
the elected members of the formes. Legis-
lature [in which the~PPP had the major-
ity] are being served with these restric-
tion orders, but, as the government is
aware, these members will defy, these or-
ders and one by one they are.being. found
guilty and fined, and, in default, im-
prisoned.

The latest offense they are bemg tued .

and sentenced for is for possession of
“subversive” literature; banned in one of
the legislative ordinances. Among the
people already tried and sentenced to
prison are Dr. Jagan, the former prime
minister; Ram Karran, former member
of the Assembly and treasurer of the

poration, which now insolenHy demanded
still further concessions from the union.
This last demand was not only un-
precedented but impossible to concede.
The company demanded that the union
bind itself to guarantee that (1) it would
not—directly or indirectly by Ileaflets,
meetings, letters to press or any other
means of communication—attempt to

bring disapproval on the company by

reason of its moving from Brooklyn. This
was evidently impossible, since it would
have forced the union to bind itself to
silence not only its own press, but also
individual workers and even other unions
which might in the process of campaign-
ing against runaway shops mention
ASR. The company made it clear that
this clause could be interposed by the
company to include speeches in Congress
which mentioned ASR if the company
thought that the union was indirectly
responsible. Since the company is known
to have stooges among the workers who
could always be induced to “give cause”
for a contract violation, -this clause in
effect said that pensions and severance
pay would be paid at the d1scretlon of
the company.

(2) That the union would not call for
a boycott of the company’s products.

Since the company absolutely refused
to budge on its new demands, in effect
reneging on its own contract, undoubted-
ly encouraged by the new legal situation
of the UE, the shop authorized a strike.

/7 N

DISCRETION

The  Minister of Defense of racist
South Africa, F. C. Erasmus, has pub-
licly expressed what most colonialist
powers think: ) :

"There must be no mulliarlzqhon of the
African—no military arming or #raining
for service overseas. They will then not
be able to return indoctrinated with com-

.munistic ideas and will not be militarily

trained to turn an the white man with the
white man's weapons.”

The minister, a member of the White
Supremacy cabinet of Malan, said that
the Africans shot with an accuracy
which should make the white man think
twice before arming them for wars over-

PPP; Fred Bowman, a former memben

of the Leglslature and the latest to be
charged is Dr. J. P. Lachmansingh, a for-
mer minister of the PPP government.

~ The political prisoners, including most
of the PPP leaders, and including Dr.
Jagan, have now been segregated ’c‘hdkre-
moved from Georgetown. Jail and tckew
to a penal settlement, a step unusual in

_the colony, because this frecimenf has

previously been reserved for Ionq-ferm
convicts.
In order to_strike indirectly at- the

work of the political parties, it has been

made unlawful for any orgamzatlons
other than “charitable, religious, or phil-
anthroplc o’ collect funds from home to
home or in any public place.

Desperate attempts are being made by
the press and the government to cause a
split in the ranks of the PPP, which is
possibly responsible for the special selec-
tion of the members of the organization
who are being picked up for prosecutlon
and imprisonment.

It is hoped that some members or lead-

. ers, either through favor or fear, may be

persuaded to leave the PPP, which seems
to be the only hope either for the govern-
ment or the interim legislature to be able
to eliminate the political opposition and
the right of the ballot box. . . .

- Heavy responsibility is daily falling

‘upon the Party Chairman Linden Burn-

ham, who is not only keeping the organi-
zation together but is devoting consider-
able time in looking after the party paper
Thunder, and defending whenever pos-
sible most of the people being prosecuted
under emergency regulations.

'- Humpﬁrey Act-Spurs Unhion_--Busting; Bosses
Sitdown Strike Answers Union-Busting ASR

Instead of the usual strike, the union:
leadership—which broadened itself cut Iﬁ]

inviting rank-and-filers. o serve on an

"action” committee of about 100—began
to prepare for a sitdéwn, On Thursdey,
September 30, at precisely 10 a.m., ali
operations stopped. .

So effective was the sitdown that in
the entire plant of more than 950 work-
ers, no more than eight continued to
work. About 200 workers, including older
women, forted up in the plant and stayed
on after quitting time, the rest leaving
only to return the following days for
more picketing. Even before the union
began to send food into the plant, wives
and friends of workers outside the plant
began to throw food over the plant fence
to the sitdowners. The strike, as of this
writing, is in its sixth day; the morale is
still excellent and the strike shows ne
signs of petering out,

HOLDING OUT

From the outset the police showed hos-
tility to the strikers—not as individuals
but under orders. Mounted police, patrol
cars and patrolmen did everything to
prevent food deliveries. The police even
went so far as to station a patrolman on
every floor of the apartment building be-
hind the plant, through which some of
the residents kept bringing food to the
strikers. On the third night of the strike’
an attempt by foremen, supported by po-
lice, to clear a floor of the plant.was
defeated. .

The sitdowners, after the first two
confused days, have become solidly or-
ganized. Rank and filers are active in the
conduct if not the planning of the strike.

The lack of -participation of rank and
filers in the planning of even the day-to-
day tasks of the 'sitdown weakens the:
internal organization of‘the strike, lead-
ing as it does to-inadequate understand-
ing of the need for discipline and confu-
sion.

This is seen most clearly by the lack
of any real internal meetings in the
plant. Such meetings as do take place are
primarily informational in character.
This is unfortunate since the educational
aspect of the -sitdown is not being
brought home. That is the trade-mark of
the Stalinists in mass organizations, even
when leading legitimate struggles for
workers’ demands. This is because of the

. almost panicky fear of the Stalinists of -
genuine . rank-and:file - democracy. and.
. nuhtancy wh.tch could pave the way: fox
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LONDON; Sept. 29--The narrow victory of tlhie Labor Party right wing
on the question of German rearmament, at the annual conference, has
‘posed some very clear issues for the Labor Party leadership.

At the cost of removing the last vestiges of prestige which the

right-wing leadership has inherited from the-past, the National Execu-.

tive Committee succeeded in steamrollmg—through a watered- down Teso-
lution in support of German.rearmament.

- Aneurin Bevan's ‘course-now fits
into a clear, picture. He has been
systematically disengaging himself

- #rom positions of responsibility in

‘the pdrty; first it was from his posi-
tion on the Labor Party Front
Bench, and now it is his self-removal from
+he ‘NEC. This is why he ran for party

-dreasurer; his cdandidacy for that post,
- which he did not expect to win, made it

impossible for him to run for the NEC.

What this indicates is that Bevan is

now making an open bid for leadership
of the party on the basis of the policies
he -has advocated over the last three
years.

The fact that well over a million trade-
unionists voted for him as treasurer of
the Labor Party is very significant, for
it shows that Bevan is now making an

" all-out bid to capture the leadership of

the party on the basis of a direct appeal
no{ only to the ‘Labor Party rank and
file, but aiso to the key unions (such as
the Amalgamated Engineers Union and
the National . Union of Mineworkers)
which, if switched, could quickly end any

ambltxons which - Hugh Galtskell may

-have with respect to succeeding Attlee as

leader of the party.
It is-impértant to note the fact-that all

-the Bevanites ‘were returned. to the NEC -

-with- ilicreased majorities. ‘The only new-

- comer; -Anthony Greenwood, is himself a

near-Bevanite, It is difficult to see how this
‘conference can-be interpreted- except as
a moral victory- for the Bevanite left, and
a pyrrhic victory for the Attlee-Morrison
right wing.

+ The coming year will he a decisive
year not only for Bevanism: but for
‘Bevan himself. The fundamental cleav-
age between the- Attlee-Morrison wing
and the Bevan winhg will reach greater
proportions. Attlee-Morrison have their
basis in ‘the bureaucracy of Transport
House and the General Unions, while
Bevan has his basis in the rank and file
of the party and the‘ more democratic
unions.

. So powerful is Bevan now that if
Transport House were to expel him, they
would find theniselves completely bereft
of a rank and file. This they fully under-

evan’s Course at Scarborough

. By ALLAN VAUGHAN

stand, and the threats of expulsion are
not to be taken too seriously for this rea-
som.

The p0551b111ty of _a compromise is
largely ruled out at this stage, as the
bridges between the two wings have been
blown up. The bitter struggle over Ger-
man rearmaiment and over  SEATO has
‘revealed the chasm’sepaiating the rank
and file from €hé bureaucracy. The with-
drawal of Attlee from the politiedl scéhe
could ‘only remove the last piecé of ce-
ment holding the factions together.

Undoubtedly the: main task: of .social-
ists is to help clarify this poweiful atid
niilitant left wing and, above all, to raise
the question of an organized struggle
against the right. wing. For -it is only
‘when the rank and file is as well organ-
ized and well informed as the Platform
‘that a decisive victory for the left can
‘be achieved.

Organized groups-or tendencies of -an
-agitational or even propagandistic char-
acter are frowned on by the right wing
of the Labor Party, though they them-
selves ‘have established an’ effective right-
wing caucus through the Labor Party
‘Constituency Agents. In the trade un-
ions, the formdtion of caucuses i5 taken
for granted, and in this the trade unions
are well ahead of thexr brother constitu-
ency parties. '

Only a systematic’ “and' organized
struggle of the left wing can ensure a
lasting victory -over' the bureaucracy
This is the outstanding lesson of "this

fateful Searborough -Labor Party Con-

ference of 1954

I Eyes on Sao Paulo Race for Governor -

Two Adventurers Bid for Vargas’ Mantle

By BRASILEIRO

3

RIO de JANEIRO, Sept. 15—The current election struggle reﬂects the
hature of the present period after the death of Vargas.

Vargas’ passing ended the 25-year period of his Bonapartist regime.
The present government headed by Café Filho is an administration

. staffed by “anti-getulists” (i.e., anti-Getulio Vargas), but it is a coali-

tion of all parties, including the collaborationist w1ng of the Vargas

party itself (the “Labor Party”)
under the leadership of Minister
of Labor Guimaraes. It is a tran-

-sitional regime, which can go in

the direction of consolidating a lib-
eral bourgeois government or
which can give way to a new edition of a
“Laborist” (Getulist) regime.

The present-election fight will, among -

other things, define the character of the
future government ef the country.
Political life in Brozil today is a very
interesting spectacle, for everything ‘is in
a process of transformation now that the
straitjacket of the Vargas regime has been

" thrown off. This is cerfainly frue in the

most advanced and industrialized state of
Brazxil, the state of Sac Paulo, where an
election campaign is under way for the
state congress cs-well as for the state
governor.

The Sao, Paulo campaignis also very
1mportant because two candidates-for the
governor’s. post-are-also. potential eandi-
dates -for the. presxdency .of the countny.
Prestes-Maia is backed by the coalition

"~ of UDN-PSB. (Natmnal PDemocratic Un-

ion - and Social - 'Democratlc Party).
Adhemar de. Barros is the other. candi-

.. date ‘with. his own powerfyl pelitical ma-

chine, the PSP. The Socialist Party and
important seetors- of- -the Vargas “Labor
Party” are supporting  Janio. Quadros,
mayor of -Sao Paulo, the largest city of
Brazil and the most important industrial
center of South America.

- Prestes Maia has the support of the

" liberal and bourgeois forces, and of the

present government machine in the state
of Sao Paulo and the national govern-
ment; and  therefore his candidacy is
probably lost, because of the strong op-
position of the workers and the working
masses generally.

Adhemar de Barros—a nouveaw 7iche
whose fortune has its origin in the public
treasury—represents the petty-bourgeois
and bourgeois “canaille” peculiar to the
early stage of Brazilian capitalism, and
a powerful section of the state and pub-
lic bureaucracy, the lumpen-petty-bour-

gems1e and{ lumpen- proletarlat" the hew .

under the leader’s slogan: “Steal, but Do
Somethmg

De Barros is hoping to succeed Vargas.
In that case he will become even richer
at the expense of the public treasury and
he will also enrich all his friends and
familiars. He is a typical South American
political adventurer, a product of the
present stage of Brazilian capitalism. Ac-
cording to the political conjuncture he can
take on the coloration of a 'democrat,” a
"progressive,"fa_dictator or a fascist, but
most probably he represents the degenera-
tion of the ‘Bonapartist regime.
" His election is very probable; because
the “canaille” is very strong; becaunse he
has money, much money, for the cam-
paign; and because he has a very good
political machine.

QUADROS' THREAT

" ‘But recently the leading forces of the
UDN seem to have begun to understand

. the danger which Adhemar représents to
; themseives, and they bégan seriously to

oppose his ecandidacy. According to my

‘information, also, the leaders of the army

have resolved to destroy his power and
to hinder his assumption of power. For
the leading -circles of the “feudal-bour-
geoisie” and the army, the overthrow of
the’ Vargas ‘camp was very costly; the
power - they gained is very sweet,  aid
they do not want to lose it all now to an-
other political adventurer.
 But if these conservative circles do
manage. to stand in the way of a vietory
by Adhemar de Barros, they will still
face another new danger, Janio Quadros,
This. - insignificant provincial politician
from Campo Grande became the mayor of
the largest Brazilian city as the standard-
bearer of the working masses’ dissatisfac-
tion with the UDN and the Vargas camp.
He accepted nomination by the Brazilian
Socialist Party because his own small
Christian Democratic Party declined to
back him. Supported by the "socialist leg-

end,' he won the support of important

sectors of the working class. Now Vargas’
suicide, the decomposition of: the Vargas

©in a “new style.”

Iiﬁccl- ﬁux Ilove__

This provincial politician is aiming. to
be a candidate for the presidency of the®
country. He has changed over from being
A fervent opponent of Vargas into a
proponent of the_ latter’s “social policy”
' ‘He too is dreaming of
being a Vargas No. 2, a “new style”
Vargas.

If elected to the governorship of Sao
Paulo, he will run for the presidency; he
will fudge up a new “social policy” for
Brazil; he will probably alse form his
own political party. He is used to don-
ning new political coats to fit.occasions.

He started as a Christian Democrat,
but he accepted the nomination ‘of the
Socialist .Party. As a candidate of the
SP, presumably subscribing to the SP
program, he made contact with Vargas
and got a promise of his support; But
was also in contact with the rabid op-
ponent of Vargas, Lacerda; and this, in
turn, did not stop him from getting sup-
port from Goulart, the secretary of the
Vargas “Labor Party,” and from the
family of the ex-president.

With these new aids, he stands. a good
chance of defeating the candidate of" “the
UDN-PSD, Prestes Maia, and of profiting
from the difficulties of Adhemar de Barros.

Thus a new  political figure . has -ap-
peared in: the political. life of the coun-
try, and this one is also ‘a.political: ad-
venturer: He is counting now on the:-sup-
port. .of the- SP, of ~big .seetions of - the
working .class- that are groping for. an
independent class policy, of the-backward
workers who have supported the Vargas
party, of the Vargas-family and Goulart.-

* The Stalinist party well understands. ..

the danger represénted by “Janio,” ‘and
it is fighting him ds-the ‘“Ameriéan” can-
didate. But it is well known -that there
is contact between the CP and the Var-
gas “Labor Party” and that they are
likely to make common cause against the
governmeént. Janio Quadros could be the
leader of a mnew “Laborist” front in

Brazil. o .
e ey r———

What are .the Socialists doing .in this

- heterogenedus .and totalitarian conglomer-

ation? Can they go along with the Vargas-
Laborites and. the Stalinists? What will be
the role of the SP? Of course, this is now
a problem for the careerists, the "pro-
Janist" element, which won inside the SP.
But what will be the pesition of the clean
and honest sections of the party with a’
revolutionary. past, who went along with

the “pro-Janist" tactic in the honest con-
it would help ﬂne grow?h of.l'

:still. remains- gplit; Jurldwally ‘speaking, .

tories; one under French and .one under

- Nations did earlier) to carry out unifica-

- ing-Coi-Bmanuel ~Garrett-Geltman;- NEax
. Shachtman, ‘Albert Gates,. all. of’ 114 West

. the .statements

“books of the- company- as trustees, hold
- stock and securities -in ‘a -capacity other

Togoland Movmg
Toward Independence

If you were a delegate to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly sessions starting this
month, you would be called upon to v'bt_{a
on the question of ‘Togoland, a West .
Afriean territory 1ying between the Gold
Coast and Nigeria.

Seized from Germany during the 1917
War to Make the World Safe For De-
mocracy; this territory was dlvxded be- .
tween French and British victors, and
the Ewe tribe thus cut in.two .by. dutles
on; trade, restrietions on movement,. lan- '
guage differences,:ete.- Desplte decadesof
appeals to world opinion, :the terrlto‘ry

‘into - two .United - Nations TPrust - terri--

British - rule. Admrmstratrvely, ‘the

French have already attached their shce R

to their -next:door colony -0f Dahomey on |
the east, and the British administer their .
-part through the Gold Coast .on the West:

Several Africans. were killed:by- Frénch -
forces in 1951 when thousands ignored the -
hated boundary and “forced théir wiy
‘across "o appear before a UN- Vlslﬁng
-Mission.

‘On June 15 Bl‘ltlsh Togoland voted- ih
‘the - Gold - Coast - elections” which -gdvé
Primie Ministerr Kwame Nkrumah’s Cen-.
vention Peoples’ Party 71 seats out of 104
in the legislature. The northern part-&f
British Togoland has close tribal ties 6.
‘the Gold Coast and voted for unification.
‘But in the southern part of ‘British Togo-
land, three out of six representatives”
elected prefer to join with other Ewe
tribe members in French Togoland. - :

A few days after the election, the
British Colonial ~Office ~abruptly an-
nounced that it had decided to give up
its Togoland trusteeship as soon as Gold"

" Coast independence’ was achieved. The

‘arihouncement went on to suggest a UN
plebiscite.

For years the UN has prodded the ad- .

ministering authorities (as the League of

tion. Last December, the General Assem-
bly was sufficiently alarmed about the ins
adequacy of election plans announced: by
the British and French for the . Joint- Cbun-
cil for Togoland Affairs to urge cddrhoncl
democratic guarantees. The Gold Goastr
Togoland clections have diverted public
aHention from the neglect of democratic
moves in the Joint ‘Couticil toward unity
of -the two Togolands.

- Does the true path to self-determina=
tion lie in unification of the two Togo-
lands under continued Trusteeship?

7.Or should the inhabitants of British
Togoland, at least, be encouraged té
climb aboard the Nkrumah Express
which appears to be moving rapldly to-
ward independence?

—from “Toward Freedom” (Chlcago)
N i ) .y
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Sallsbury and Sl.ave ‘ La bor ;»;

" (Continued from page 1]

- sia. While Salisbury, of course, does not
‘deriy the existénce of slave-labor camps—
sand who could these days except an out-
Fhd-out Stalinist ?—he seeks to create the
. 1mpressm’n that the Malenkov regime is
‘showing signs of ameliorating conditions
“in these camps and intends to release
political prisoners on a large scale.
A§'*hl s Byst proof of this trend toward
_genuine reformZ he .cites in his. eighth
article: the..ruinor, current in Moscow
~ just befoferhé left, that large teams* of ™
lawyexs were being sent to the Bar
- North, Eastern Siberia and Central Asia.
'Accordxng to thls rumor, these lawyers

jalled in'the’ thlrtles Another variant “6f

the same ‘ramor held that the regime had

promlsed légal aid to all: pnsoners, de-

e, tamees ‘and . forced residents.

“Of course Sahsbnry admits he is only

g reporhnq rumors which cannot be confirm-
= ed. But it does create a certain impression
in favor of l'he ‘regime.

'FALSE PICTURE

However, Salisbury fails in the course
of these three articles to mention a fact
which ‘can be confirmed: namely, that the
reglme has failed to live up to its prom-
ise, made in- the Amnesty Decree of
- March 28, 1953, that it would revise the
' ¢rimifial code And it should be noted
- that thiese promised reforms were minor
*ifi ‘character, and do not touch the basis
of Russian totalitarian justice, those sec-
tions (58 and 59) of the Legal Code
‘which define Pélitical crimes in all-em-
- ‘braecing. terms.

~ Having painted a favorable back-
“ground of the regime’s good intentions
with these rumors, Salisbury then pro-
céeds to report some facts to indicate the
niild attitude of the regime. He devotes
an extensive section of the eighth article
‘to an account of the 1953 uprising in the
Vorkuta slave-labor camps. :
The amazing, the asfoundmg thing about
Salisbury's account is that it is faise from
- beginning to end, and carelessly written
to boot.. Every'thmg of importance that
Salisbury reports is contradicted by the
.published -reports of Brigitte Gerland -and

‘#he” Vorkuta camp fof years before the
“uprising and eyewitness to its prepurahon
and actual outbreak. :

VORKUTA RISING

Salisbury writes:
among a group of worker prisoners who
had been transferred there from another
great prison labor center, the Karaganda
coal fields of Kazakhstan. As punishment
. for their bad conduct in Karaganda, they
had been shifted to Vorkuta, which 1s
also based on coal fields.”

" Vorkata.uprising appeared as a special
section of the May 31, 1954 New Leader,
 describes the events leading up to the
- ‘butbreak of the strike by the Karagana
- Wworkers -in exactly opposite terms. :
*According to Dr. Scholmer, the Kara-
ganda group consisted of workers -who
. had “voluntarily enlisted for the Vorkuta
- transfer, for they had been promised bet-
" ter pay and settlement as free men. But -
: ::when they arrived in Vorkuta, they were
put inte ‘a ‘Foutine .state camp; their livs
. ing conditions were ho different from
“those of the old Vorkuta prisoners. As
~far as the promise of free settlements
.~ was concerned, it could- not. have been
.- kept because the preliminary conditions
- for it did-ret exist. When the men from
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“The strike started-

Joseph Scholmer, whose account of the’

.. BrS.

Karaganda realized they had been cheat-

ed, they simply refused to work. When

they were officially informed that the ad-
ministration of the Vorkuta mining

-campsecould not' consider itself bound by

any promises which might have been
made in Karaganda, the men successfully

-influenced the old Vorkuta men to join

them in the strike.”

It should be added that Dr. Scholmer
was_then living in Mine Camp No. 6, ad-
Jaceﬁ”c to. Camp No. 7 in which the Kara-
ganda pmsoners were located, and that
personal cohtact between the prisoners

had been established upon the arrival of .

the Karaganda continvent. .

_OMITS ‘THE . CRUX

‘The unspoken: lmphcatlon of Salis-
;bury $ veryion:of the origin of the strike
is that-it was due-to the “bad actors”

~who .had ‘been  brought in. from Kara-

ganda, and had they not been brought in
there-would possibly have been no strike.

But in’ addition’ fo his false -account of
‘the orlgm "of the strike, Salisbury nowhere

,__l’nel_lf‘on: the crucial fact that even had

the Karaganda strikers  not appeared,
sooner or later there would have been an
uprising. in the Vorkuta camps; because
“there - existed ' widespread organization
among fhe prisoners. Led by a political
group théy had been preparing for action
d long time before the' Karaganda prison-
-er-workers appearéd’on the scene.

Of all_this, there is not one single, soli-
‘tary word in Salisbury’s report.

To prove ‘that Moscow was accessible
to reason, Salishury, reports that the
chief demands of the workers were com-
plied with. This, is" false according to
both Gerland~and Scholmer.”

Salisbury says that “some of the worst
features of prison life were remedied—
such as the mixing of criminal and po-
litical prisoners, which had caused much
suffering on the part of the politicals, as
_the eriminals were completely hardened
toughs who ran the camps with an iron
hand, often with the comblicity of the
MVD ‘guards.”

POLITICAL PRISONERS

Compare Salisbury’s fictional- explana-

‘Joseph Scholmer, who were prisoners in . tion with what Brigitte Gérland says in

her article .of March 1, 1954 in the New
York Herald Trzbune concerning Vor—
k_uta

“In. 1948 -the Mlmstry of State Secur-
ity began to sort out part of the prison-
ers sentenced for ‘political’ offenses who
were , supposed to need stronger guards
and_stricter isolation because they were
dangerous to the state, and to put them
into, special ‘Reglager’; (regime camps).
The. result of this -was the creation of
entire regions in which ‘the political op-
ponents of the regime were concentrated
and at. Iast got a. chance to meet one an-
other.”

Scholmer corroborates Gerland’s state-
ment and writes:

“There were two groups of camps. One
was exclusxvely for pelitical prisoners—
these were  called ‘state camps. At Vor-
kuta, there were thirteen state camps
run by the MGB under a special chief,
General - Derevyanko. The remaining
tamps. “Were (known as ‘Vorkut’ camps

.and - housed qnnocuous politieal - prison-
7’

THEY ‘ WANTED ‘FREEDOM -

-In other words, both Gerland and Schol- -

mer insist ‘that in their entirety, the Yor-

kuta camps-contained only- political pris-
‘oiers,- dnd -thot the-separation ‘of -political

from criminal - prisoners could wot - hdve
Been the - chief ‘demand of -the ‘strikers:’

What the strikees demandéd—and what .
‘becaiise: ‘it .

Sdlisbury does . mot report,
“‘would- eonffcdlet his-painted portrait-of u
cditciliatory Moscow~<was freedoim.

And by this the prisoners-did not de-

.mand to go back to the main cities of

European Russia. They. were . prepared
to remain in Vorkuta and to work in the
coal mines; but as free men—that is, as
free as the ordinary Russian worker.
Elsewhere-Salisbury has declared that
so far as he could see there was not much
to choose between the plight of the. slave-
labor camp inmates and the “free citi-
zens,” the former prisoners who lived in

- these forbidding regions. Nevertheless,

the strikers of ‘Vorkuta were prepared to
lay down their lives' for this nght But
what is even more important; is that
Moscow refused to grant this demand and
put down the uprising with bloodshed
and violence.

MILD  MALENKOV

Sallsbury says that “about 200 prlson-
ers and guards were killed. Some ring-

leaders were shxpped off -to ‘the east; but .

camps are demed by persons who were
present there.”

Again, Salisbury is trying to indicate
the mildness of Malenkov -and his friends

kuta that we must" questwn Sahsburys
credibility. '

In this sanie éight article by S"ahsbury,v
there -appears ‘a reference ‘to a visit by-a

since there were “only 200 prisoners and  group ‘of British lawyers to some slave- .

‘guards killed.” ‘Again Scholmer. gives a -
slightly different report.

The prisoners were unarmed, and ac-
cording. to the camip doctor (by name
Blagodatov) who was summoned to the -
scene of .the massdcre,. there  'were no
guards killed, and he says: "} fomui ‘abouf -
200 wounded, most of them wuth‘ Heal
abdominal and chest wounds. Snt’y four
victims of the shooting died at once... . .
For hulf .a week we operated day and.

night. We did all we could, but each duy

more of the wounded died.” ;. .

Accordmo- to Sallsbury Moscow Was

'very concerned about the events, in Vor-
‘kuta, and understandably 0. "tht S0
careless is Salisbury in his repsrt on: the

Vorkuta events that he has: ndt even;got- .-

straight the name of the head of the
investigatory commission which flew in

labor camps near Moscow. Salisbury -
mentions the fact that: “this groups went
at the inspiration of D. N. Pritt, a left-
wing lawyer who was much interested in
the subject -of Soviet prisoners-and the.

. Soviet penal-system even before. Stalin’s " -
“death. The British lawyers were taken te -
‘visit. labor camps and- permitted limited
talks with somie prisoners-—the'first ocea- <~
'sion ‘on~which .outsiders - had: been'*permit,-'
~ted to-make suchvan: mspectlon» smce the -
early days of the Soviet regxme S

~And Sahsbury uses this visit as proof

- that changes of. xmportance are’ 1mpend-

ing in the slave-labor camps.

WHO IS PRITT? :
“Salisbury’s " reference ~ to  Pritt -

slightly unbelievable. Doesn’t “he know
who Pritt is? If he doesn’t we shall tell

from Moscow. He reports that the’ head him.

of this commission was &' General Derev-
yanko. But both Gerland and Scholmer
report that Derevyanko was "the head of
the state camps. It was this same Derev-
yanko who led the troops, in their mm-der-
ous charge agamst the u‘narmed pnson-
ers. ]

The chairman of the com
flew in from Moscow was headed By a
General Maslennikov. This commission
had no authority .to “bring about ‘any
changes and was merely there to gather
information on what was happening. As
Scholmer says, “Theé commission werked
for about a week, and then ﬂew off agam,
leavmg no instructions.”

CONCESSIONS"

The minor concessions which the “Vor-
kuta' strikers wrested from' the ° ‘fegime
were not due to the good -will of Malenkov
and his co-rulers, but due to the extraor-
dinary fact that the slavé-laborers had
organized themselves into. a cohesive
force and demonsirated their power.. -

And even here, some of thése conces-
sions were purely formal in ‘character.
Salisbury makes much of the fact that
pnsorfers might have visits: from" their
wives once a year. Of thls Scholmer wry-
ly writes:

“As far as visits were concerned the
pr].soners knew very well that this con-
cession had no practxcal value. Who o
their relatives was ina posmon to travel,
at his own expense, 3,000 or ‘riore kllo-
meters from the Ukraine, the Baltic
states or Siberia across the Arctic Cirele
in order to see them for a. féw' hours
daily for three days? In the five months
following the strike, one prisoner in Mine:
Camp 6 was visited once by’ his ‘wife;
but she had obtained special permission
from President Voroshilov; independent-
ly of the.rights proclaxmed durmg the
strike.” >

Another, - concession’ g"ranted to ‘the
strikers has some. relevance in connectmn
with . the Tumor reported®by Salisbury,

. that -lawyers were - being- sent . to. the -

ecamps to help the prisoners draw- up pe-
titions to have. theu: eases. reyie;wed He
writes: “The petltxong of., about a third
.of the 3,500 prisoners ig, Mine. Camp 6,
submltted in accordance. with the procla-
mation to. General Maslennikov or to the .-
Chief. Public. Prosecutor of the USSR,
-Rudenka, were all. (with .orne exceptlon)

b

ﬁormnla ‘Your petmon dated
.lias been examined.: You have been « sen-
. tenced. in accordam:e vhth the law,There

is no .reason. to. reopen: your case JAfter .

Serving your. sentenece, .you . will be . te-
leased.” ” . ) -
e . L

CA‘N ‘WE "BELIEVE;HIM" IR

Enough has been said to.show that
Sahsburys descrlptlon of .the events at
Vorkuta is as tendentious as it is false
Knowmg the methods of Stalmlsm, we
can only. conclude that at the best Salis-
bury was the unwitting victim of a Stal-

“inist frameup. The informants he telied - Russia. His unéritical reliance on SMllme

on were nothing more and nothing Al,ess
than Stalinist agents.

" The question, however, arises \'vhi was

Salisbury so uncritical . of his- sources?
Surely, when he returned o this country’
a brief check of the published ‘accounts of
both Gerland and Scholmer were available -
and ot hand. An eleméntary sense of re-
spect for the integrity of kis craft should -
at least have impelled. him to mention in
his story, if he haod read the other ac:-

- counts, there do. exist other” version;_of
the Vorkuta.uprising, written by oyewif— :

_hesses, wlncll do nof 1ibe wnﬂn his.
5 0. V

cure ‘the

Pritt is a well- lmown cnd léng-time ! Sial-

inist agent. He .along with a few . other

chosen hirelings of the Kremlin ‘foreign
office were “invited" by Stalin fo ‘witness
‘the Moscow Trials and confirm their fairs
ness ond legality. This is the some Pritt

mlssmn w‘hlch ‘who wrote that anyone who claimed that

Trotsky was innocent and that the- frials
were ‘a frameup placed-himself in a:grave
fogital difficulty, because then it follows
"that Stafin ‘and ‘a-siibstaitlal number of
other high “bﬁqruls. includiig “presumdbly
the judges and the presecufor, were' them-
selves quiltv of a foul _¢onspiracy +o nro-
judicial muider - of Zinoviev,
Kamenev and..o-fair nuiber of other per-
sons.” And in one ‘pamphiet -and article
after another, this same Pritt defended
the wholé nightmare of confessions ‘with-
out proof, staged ¢#rials and assassina-
tions in the cellars of the secret police.

. The appearance of Pritt on the scene
has no other explanation than the fact
that the Kremlin is conducting a well-
organized campaign -to convince : the
world that the slave-labor camps are not
as terrible as they have been: ;made quf
to-be. The day is;long.since past when
the Kremlin rulers can deny their exist-
ence. And Sahsbury becomes, thtmrrly
or no, a cog in this campaign,

KREMLIN CHANNEL

It so happens that a few days before
Salisbury turned to the subject of the
slave-labor camps, there appeared a’dis-
patech from Moscow in-the New York
T1mes on the- activities of ‘Pritt and his
group of lawyers. According to the dis-
patch, Pritt had accepted the explanation
of thé Soviet government that there had -
béen a’ declirie” in ‘the - numbeér “of " camps
and that this was.due to a reduction of .
¢rime. Pritt is ‘quoted as - saymg—', “It is
gulte plainly true: that érime is dnmmsh—
ing.’ >

-On both- these pomf:s the credrbrllty of
Prittis exactly il and it is only: too easy
to expose the brazen. fraud. . The New
York Times- correspondent follows Pritt’s -
" remarks on’the reduetion inthe nimber - .
“of camps with' ‘the dry. eomment “that .
“Mr. Pritt did" not woffer -any*'statistics
" on ‘the. number. of ‘corrective labor c¢olo- -
nies’ in - other dlstrmts ‘OF m t’he Sovxet :
Umon as a whole.”, -

As for. the declme in. crime,: We- haVe

only to turn- ‘to the thxrteenth ‘article” in’ .

" Salisbury’s series to_expose the absurd B
claim profferéd by 4le ‘kov' 3 -

this —article /Salish
-adéurate- pleturessf g
of violence:in. recént\yea e
‘that the’ governmenﬁ has “been: compelléd: -
‘to institute ‘the: deatlzpenaltyx for isurder

- as a check” On crxmes ~of” imn'del, assault, -

and robbery.

Salisbury's ’io‘hll -
the Vofkiuta “events, “his reliance=on -wn.
checked ‘rumors, and 'bis reference “to ‘a
direct ‘Stalinist agéent like Pritt cast the
strongest- doubts-on ‘the credibility of ‘his
reports of what is going on in post-Stalin’

source's-does not- make him a Séolinist, but
it does show that he'is mlllng to sacrifice
accuracy and:the truth in. order fo gwe Ve
his picture of what- the -Malenkov rgglme

ls like some- umblcnee of reality. - :

" "We do not- quest‘xon that changeSA are.
gomg on inside "Stalinist- Russia’or. that
the. regime has ‘relaxed its irorn controls
to one. degreeror another. But from Salis- -
bury we will niever.get a real picture of
what - its: extent-and limits- are. ‘Urniwit- . * :
-tingly. or not,.he has acted as mouthpxece :
for the. Kreml)n, dxssemmatmg opm;ons

g . ; s .

|
l
|
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Ig} t A ,amst tmlent Oath ( *

,

The struggle over the new campus. loyalty oaths contmues apace.
. 'Challenge readers will recall the articles in. the issues of September

‘ _27 and October 4 .on the imposition of such oaths at the University of

California- (both Berkeley .and Los Angeles) for all male students in

connection with’ the Regents requlrement that

ROTC.

' Student reaction at. UCLA re-
sulted in the formation of a Stu-
dent Committee for Action which-
held a meeting on the oath and
issued a leaflet. advising students

‘not to sign until the legal issues had -

been clarified. The committee set itself
up as a continuing body to give .aid and
legal advice to non-signers and others
who desired counsel. v

" At Beérkeley, the ‘Student Civil Liberties

‘Union udopted a-position calling for non-
“signing of the oath, as its recommendation
‘fo students -agréeing with SCLU's analysis
‘of the oath as- a danger to civil liberties.
"The SCLU: statement apepared in the "As
"1 Sge H" column of the BdHy Californian,

+he s¥adent mewspaper.
In addition; the paper carried a letter

by a member of the Young .Socialist’

<

League opposing the oath and one by .a
student who had originally signed and
now wished to announce that he was
“taking” his signature back. This stu-
dent intends to register for “informal”
ROTG, a category instituted for mnon-

-signers by the university after students

had begun to protest, .

"The Tegal defense of Ralph E Arneles,
a freshman English major, who had re-
fused to sign the oath, is being arranged
with the aid of the Northern California

ACLU. A meeting has been called for -

Tuesday, October 5 by SCLU at which
time ‘Lawrence Speiser, ACLU counsel,
wiii speak on “The Legal Ramlﬁcatlons
of the ROTC Loyalty Oath.” Meetings

- on_other civil liberties issues such as the

gase of  James Kutcher, the attorney

. general’s list, and “Sanctions: against

Teachers as Citizens” have been planned.

ROTC QUESTIONNAIRE

. The current oath stems from a little no-

. #iced cider which Congress attached- to

- ferred. to :as a "Loyalty Certificate,”

of
‘benefit of ‘hearings. ‘or -formal charges,..
+and-henge ‘without: any. possibility of a
"defense by the:-grganizatiens listed, con-
“tinves to be used-as the. almost ewxclusive
measure ‘of ‘loyal ‘conduct, even . after

the bill nppropriating -money for campus
ROTC units, To enforce this law, the ROTC:

“brass came up with ¢ questionnaire form

‘$or -ail ROTC -enrolices . which, while re-
“has’
mothing fo dé: with determining the. onclfy

‘of the individuak: It is.instead, an inquiry -
‘inh he. opinions. beliefs Mcssnlchonp
" &f ¥he signer, in diréct violation of ‘the
_ "First "Amendmeént ‘fo the Constitution,
- which -guarantees -the right to free asso-

cnrhoa and- :peech. ‘
lee all _previous. federal loyalty oaths, *

. 11: makes use of the. attorney. g‘enerals
" Hst-of over two.hundred organizations
s Whneh he has’ deslgnated “as: subverswe ;

Tow ‘soch a hst cofmp‘iled »wtthout

"YSL Forum . New York“-

Fmday evenmg, Oct 15

HAL DRAPER
. Edltor, Labor Ac’,‘“’”f'
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_students have to take-

Président Eisenhower’.s order that no or-
ganization should be ruled as totalitarian
or subversxve thhout first having had a
hearmg to. determme the fact.

.. But the. pomt about - this- certificate
which takes thé: federal loyalty pregram
even. further along the police-state road:
(at the present rate it seems to be an

express. freeway') is its concern not only .

with membershtp in any organizations on
‘the 'list ‘but: any other form of conduct
which might “reasonably” be considered
sympathetic ‘association with such an or-

: »gamzatxon

“Students are dsked to “state - whether
they have ever been employed by, attend-
ed ‘meetings of, -been- ‘présent ‘ot social
activities sponsored by, received: litera-
ture distributed by (etc., étc.) such-an or-
ganization. The stundards of conduct de-

scribed in. the certificate are so vagque

and the number of organizations involved
is-so.large, that difficulties are created for
many students,

SWEAR BY CAPITALISM

" There i s a clear 1mphcatlon that any
student who ever joined in an aétivity
which one of these “subversive” organi-
zations helped to sponsor may be.eonsid-
ered disloyal, even though. his participa-
tion was as a member of a non-“‘subver-
sive” but Jomtly sponsoring organiza-
tion. The same is true of any student
who has, at some time in his life, at-
tended . a social function of one of the

,lxsted organizations,

Further, the oath delves into the be-
liefs of the individual in an unprece-
dented way. The signer must not only
state that he does not believe in orzadvo-
cate the forceful overthrow of the United
States government, but that he has not
said- or done. anything which could be
construed as advocating -the overthrow of
our . .. economic system!

Support of capitalism is made a condn-

.hon for certification by the keepers of.the
- administration's pcriy line on-loyalty, -

Such an oath is, in itself, bad enough.

- But what adds msult to 1n_1ury 1s the
fact that at many :schools; teludting
U. of C. and UCLA, ROTC courses:are
compulsory. All .male students at these
schools,. the vast. maJorlty of . whom do
not intend. to, and in_fact -will not, be-
come officers in the armed forces; are
forced to register for and successfully
complete this training in order to stay in
school. In regard to. such students, there
cannot possibly be any question .of..de-
Jfending the oath on the usual grounds of
““preventing infitration.” .. .
. Whatever - the leglslatlve mtent thh
regard to: this oath may have Dbeen, if in-
deed there ever was.any besfdes anti‘red
tub-thumpmg, the, result wof the oath .is
to. discriminate - academically and. eco-
nomically agamst ‘those . who . cannot, .or
will not sign it, or, at ‘the: very least, ‘to
single out for ‘publie example those~who
" "Hold uhpopudar or mrsunderstbod views.

- ANOTHER WAY" ouT

At the University of Cahforma at Los
Angeles, most of the widespread regist-
ance to the oath resulted from the fact
that all male students were ‘put on the
spot, without warning or alternative.
Oaths were shoved under thejr noses and
they were told to sign.

There was no competent lega] advxce
available for those who had questions.
No one knew, or would say, what the pen-
alty for refusal to sign would be. Upper-
most in most minds was the considera-
tion that refusal or tardiness in signing
might mean. being dropped from ROTC
and henceé-from school.’

"The Boards of Regents of the. U. of C.
and UCLA were faced with the probiem
of how to enforce the oath. At Texas A.
and M., the Board of Directors changed
the ROTC program from compulsory to
voluntary. This prevented the oath from
being a prerequigite o a cclleqe educa-
tion itself. .

Such a road was open because the
Morril” Act, passed by Congress in 1868,
which -offered funds- from- the salé of
public lands to collegés on 'the condition
that they make ROTC courses a part of
their curriculum, did 'not insist that siu¢h
‘courses -be.compulsory but only that they
be offered. This method was a relatively
.democratic and sxmple way for a colleze
administration to get out of the difficult
_position into which an Irrespon51ble Con-
gress had placed it; A

. The Cahfornla Regents reJeeted thls .
ways They chose instead to enforce the
Jaw in such a way as would “allow non-
signers to remain in the. ROTC and in
school; but which would single them out ’
for abuse in a.way which.only the most '
reactionary members of, Congress could
have intended. .

The Regents stated that ROTC was t05
remain compulsory for all ehglble stu’
dents, -signers- and non-signers’ alike: ‘N
.one would be -forced out of schoel. This"
“seemingly- -democratic = pronouncement’
merely meat that non- -signers would be?
left to the mercy of: the ROTC oﬁ‘icxals ;

PILLORY POLICY B,

. “The latter, no sooner had the Recrents”
policy been announced, ‘decided to make: «
a-very strict imterpretation of-the.law..
The law ‘said that no mioney -was to- he
spent on non-sighers. Goéd. Since the Re-:
-.gents have ‘decreed ‘that everyone takes
ROTC, all we can do, to carry out the.
law, is to refuse to give uniforms, guns, |
‘boeks, .etc., to non-signers. Non-signers
will appear on the drill field as usual.. -
Civilian eclothes ave the uniform of the
non-signer.
This pohcy makes a public example of -
" -the non-signer. 1t discriminates against

him, it holds him up to be ridiculed and . =

baited. It shows that the “loyalty” pro-
»gram is not so much concerned with loyal-
ty as it is with using every underhanded
way to discourage those holding non:con-
formnsi or-unpopular ideas. s
‘The enfordement of the -oath- will uti~
doubtedly lead to a. rash of cxvxl-hber_ es
incidents. What is needed is a strong -
permanent organ’izatlon to -defend -civil
liberties consistently. SCLU at Berkeley
and the Student Committee for Action
can form the beginnings of such a move-
ment. :
. These orgamzatlons ag well as the ]
ACLU must be prepared to defend every
student who refusesto sign the oath and -
signers who change their minds. They
must also be alert to all incidents of har-
assment -and - attack made .against any
students in connection with it. While only
those taking ROTC have to decide wheth--
er.or not to sign all students and- faculty:
members and the community at..large,
especially the labor movement, are faced:
with - the undemocratic political : and-
‘moral. 1mp11catlons of - the Loyalty Cer-
tlﬁcate ) ol -

The heavy mroads into academlc free-
hhunters “have net- been
Schools ‘whese tradition-

conﬁned tcf -th

begin- “with, as ‘is supposed by

some. “Heed” Coilege ini Portland, OGiegon;.”
- @ school-with-a™fine -réputation’ for fiee- -
-dom: «of - opifiion - ‘and. -organization : for
‘tedchers-and ‘Students,' and ore with-an *

wnusudlly -good detup of faculty-a#d. stu-'

dent” rights, has- recently been the scene:

of 4 ‘getries df-attacks on demveracy.
-Béveral studerts.at ‘Reed published. an
open letter, *To the Réed Student Body,”
arnd it is from this bulletin that we gath-
er the information. which follows.
- Fhe--eniasculation of Réed's: traditional

-practices appears to have begun in -the
| - fail of 1953 - when ‘a new.-administration, -
~-headed by one :Dr. Duncan Smith - Ballan-

4 - tine,-wos inaugurated. The outgoing presi-
-}~ -dent -of-Reed-reportedly said to him, "Go -
s ) if."bl'bﬂlﬂ‘."‘ when advising him ‘to clean
"pink" -reputation, - This appar- -’
- ‘antly-was the ‘poticy which- the Board. of -
'-Tflm“ expeefed |h new: prendent to -
follow. - -
- The first step in the campaign involved -

dénying permission to-a student clab to

- bring-Henry ‘Huff, well-known ‘Northwest
--Stalinist, to the campus -as a speaker for -
- this.¢lub. The- administration’s “‘justifi-

1.:~cation” was ‘that: Huﬂ’ was under md1ct-~

situation-was -never.too .

Cet -?kg.@?

| _;lleed College on the" W"ltchhunt Wagon |

-After. the student’ outery 'in opposition
to this:and. other ‘incidents of disregard
-of :‘student. rights had :subsided—an. ont-
ery - which sincluded: a letter. of. protest

'ffelassf—»thefadministmibnx

é
Cmnmﬂ:tee to. Portland this. past stmier.

- Almost all' of the witneésses before -its
”Por*tland ~hearings weke conmeéted -with
_Reed in some-way; most-of ‘thém were
" former “students . and two were: teachers.
“With "one ‘exception they refuséd to -an-
- $wer questions about political affiliation

and activity; pleading either ‘the. Ist or -

5th Amendments. One of ‘the ‘witnesses,
" -Professor- Reynolds .of “the -Graphiec Arts
Department, ‘who had been scheduled te
“teach- during- thé .sammer -séssion, : vas
“suspended from ‘this. teaching assxgn-'-
-ment, and the ‘Board of: Trustees in-
* -augurated ‘a- full- scale mves‘twatlon -of
the others.. . .- . L e

- The :new. policy:-at - Reed conSISts of

-pleaders- of -the Fifth. Amendment.: This

: procedure is certainly preferable to ‘one.

‘in- whieh” “Fifth. Amendment-cases”™ are

. distnissed - wholesale and summarily, but-
.1ts results at Reed mdlcate the great..

~gigned ‘by over-90 per cent of bhe séhior - -

MOORE CASE =~~~ RS

‘examination” of the-individual cases of . -

of competence as the sole crltenon f01
employment of teachers. .

After six. - -weeks -of - mveshgahon ﬂle
iﬂmees -made-their decition. They e{eored
Professor ‘Reynolds -and -ansther: heﬂw-'

- wemmber,” finding-that tey: Were ok ‘mem-

bers - of the CP, but’ fired=a
Movie -for wob- -having “'cdopi
‘their- Inveitigation. ‘Mooré,

-a’ Stalinist, -but Is regarded’

. and fellow " faculfy - memberiias & compe-.
“tent tedcher Who has heveér Wehpted fo -
- jndotirinate - but -rather - permﬁ’ed !ree
dlscu;non in his classes. .

In its decision the trustees thus set up
two criteria - for retammo" suspect
teachers: that they not be current. mem-
bers .of the Communist Party and thaf
they “cooperate” . with the \Vltchhuntmg
mvestlgatlons

kR

The reaction at Reed has been ‘2 good
‘one. The Faculty Council 1ssued a State~
'ment expressing " its dxsappomt‘ment at
the firing and stating that - a - teacher
-sheuld not be requlred to give “inform
tion eoncerning his lawful politieal-affili-
ations.” An’ alumni-student meeting - in*:
San Frafcisco had earlier voted 77-9 im
favor of a resolution’ condémning Presi-,
dent Ballantine. Other students prepared”’
totake the issue to the whole:stident
body and elrculated the “Open Letter?




Tv&tlle U S Crlme

Another prominent Jjournalist ‘has tes-
tified to U.'S. apen intervention in the
‘Guatemalan coup which. installed the
{present reactionary government. Latest
s ‘Donald Grant, St. Louis Pest-Dispatch
.edxtor of the Sunday . editorial page,
'Whose recent trip to Guatemala was his
fourth to Latin America for the news-
- paper, writing in the magazine The Pro-
gresswe for September.
: Grant fully aceepts the story that the
= Arbenz regime was Communist-domi-
‘Rated; or at least he writes as if he does,

equates the charge with the fact that
‘there was Communist influence around.
“:. This-is relevant only to indicate his gen-
e):ally conservatlve approach.
Grant writes flatly:
“When - [U. .S. Ambassadorl . Peurifoy
-arrived- in” Guatemala-City, at the eénd of
Qctober 1953, he ‘was under instruction to
‘/dverturn the ‘Arbenz government, especial--
. §y-the Communists pulling the strings in-
‘side the government. However diplomati-
¢ally the instructions were worded, that
was the ideoa.
. “The following spring, down in Niea-
ragua, life began. to bustle around an old,
#nused air field. In Honduras, subma-
" chine guns were handed out to some un-
. Kkely -looking characters, by a political
" ‘exile named Castillo Armas, once a lieu-
.. fenant colonel in the Guatemalan army.
. Finally Castillo Armas and his ‘ragged
- Band’ ‘invaded Guatemala. Guatemala
.. @ity was bombed—as delicately as bomb-
ing can be. In the ‘whole war,. casualties
Wwere light—almost certainly fewer than
100 in.all, Casualties were light because
Peurifoy clearly understands the uses of
f.orce and “persuasion: the more persua-
gion, the less force. Peurlfoy used a great
'deal of persuasion on various people be-
:Eore the Arbenz government and its
" Communists, fell from power.’

EVEN OUR FRIENDS . . .

‘Grant is revolted by this eynicism, but,
‘such is his liberalism, he is not even sure
" he can condemn it out of hand. But thlSv
© 38 what he ‘writes:

« “North American liberals can find
“many things in this pattern of events to
arouse righteous wrath. If the
“United States is going to use its power
—the  greatest national aggregate of
power in the world—to overturn foreign.
‘governments, such action can only re-
1motely be justified if we acknowledge the.
responsibility - which is acquired in the:
"process The substitution of reactionary-
“‘governments for Communist govern-:
“ments fails to remove the roadblocks to

_"pubhc and its dictator, Tru;ﬂlo, mstalled
w;th U. 'S. blessing.”

- interesting fact about the reactionary
"-Tole of the Catholic machine:

"'Both Guofemclos leading priest and

year ago, told me ‘that the best futuré for
#he' country ‘was a ‘Franco-type dictator-
'$hip’ “until-the péople: learned  to ‘govern
themsélves, i How - long: - will ' that- be, -1

FEyen'the gupporters of Castxllo Armas,
the middle’ ¢lass elements who ‘hated the.
Atrbenz regime and were glad of its over-
throw, even such people resent what the
- 'S: did! ‘So Grant tell§ us: ,

Arbers lrad ot been.a week in his po-
ical grave before resentmenfs-began to

fhe Communists alone,’ o' newspaper edi-
. 46t told me, "and no one wanted to get
" #id of them more ‘than | did. But t don't
#hink I'Il -ever -be ' able to forgive the
Umfpd Sfates for doing it." "

i_'uBOI.}-'ACTION BOOK SERVICE
114 West 14 Street."New York City

'@ecmlzzes in books and pamphlets
on the Labor-and Socialist -move-
sient; Marzism, ete., and éan sup-
“ply books of all publzshers '

.#g‘nd—’_ffcr-_gur fmwk "8"‘.

fhough it' is not clear whether he merely -

’a-bett:er]he -witness the ‘Dominican-Re- -

* At another peint, Grant mentlons an

-Gathélic 1ayman, in_a long conversdation a.

‘iskefd?'SoberJya fhey onsvlered 'Abowr 200

dppeat. 'l realize ‘we ‘couldn't get rid of-

j' ami bananas l_as well

Today the United Fruit Company of Boston is one of the
largést corporations in existence.

With total assets in the amount of 600 million dollars and:-

investments of more than 300 million dollars in the tropies, it
~surpasses by far all its competitors in its ' main field ‘of busi-

.ness, the production, shipping and sale of bananas. It grows .

‘the bulk of the world’s marketable supply of this fruit and
shlps about more than half of the bananas 1mportedunto the
United States, main’ consumer of this commodity. .

.~ The banana, ﬂgmally a native of Southeast “Asia and

““1ater or also cultivated'in Afrlca, found its way into thé West-.

ern Hemisphere as early as in 1516. Its ‘commercial exploita-
tion, however, particularly in the West Indies and throughout

Centrar America, began only seime centuries later when, about .
‘one hundred years ago, a U. S. entrepreneur was. bulldmg a .

‘profitable banana-business -between Colon on the Isthmus of
‘Panama and the United States.- Soon afterwards commercial
cultivation and exploitation spread to Costa Rica:

The banana, however, still remained .a high- prlced and -

rather strange fruit to customers in the United States, until
somme years before the turn of the century and until another
group of U. S. merchants and shippers—vecognizing the fruit’s
high nutritional value and great marketing potentialities—
replaced - sailboats by quicker steamship transportation and
established the Boston Fruit Company, which developed the
banana trade for the first time on a really substantial scale.

- ‘This 'company, after merging with severaf competitors or
rather absorbing them and thus forcing them out of the market,
faid the basis for the formation of the present United Fruif Com.
pany, o corporation registered in 1899 with a capital of enly 20
million dellars: Continuing’ the monopolistic policies of .Boston

Fruit, United Fruit gréw continuously by similar ‘maneuvers until ii

attained its présent gigantic size and position.

" Driven by its inherent lust for aggrandizement as well as
the -necessities of its growing business and assets, it spread
and reached an almost monopolistic position not only in the
banana trade but also¢ in other ﬁelds more or less related to
its main activities,

Thus it owns at present &large array of steamshlps, com- -
prising 65 sea-going vessels and including .the famous Grand

White ‘Fleet. It furthermore wields a decisive influence over a
great deal of the railroad system in countries where it is
active, and directly owns 2500 kilometers of the ordinarily lim-
ited available mileage, together with a stock of two hundred
locomotives and 6,000 railroad cars.

It monopollzes and owns harbors and harbor installations,

and as a sideline has developed and operates through its sub-

sidiary, the Tropical Radio Company, a vast wireless com-

UNITED FRUIT CO. RAILROADS (in miles)
Railroads Tramwoys
"Colombia eeerteeerrresber et ssareeaenbassi . - 38 134
Costa Rica . 200 © - 95
Cuba .vvcveeceiinnernne 320
~Dominican Republic ....... 30
Eetador ....ccceceeeeveesegeeniienienens eeenes 20
Guatemala 700 60
Honduras 300 6
FaMaILa eoveeeecnreeeeins i 22 .
[ Panama .. 155

munication business which extends beyond Central America
into .Colombia, Brazil, the West Indies and the United States.
The great sugar interests the company has developed in
Cuba Jamaica, the United States and othér places ean only
be mentioned in passing to complete the picture, as they have
no direct connection with United’ Fruit’s banana empire in
Central America, whlch forms the pivot and most 1mportant_
nucleus-of the company’ s whole system of enterprises.

Possessions-in Honduras

_The -holdings of the corporation in Central America are

concentrated in. four of the republics of that region: Guate-
mala, Costa Rica, Panama and Honduras.

" The' compadny's largest undertakings are. still those located
in-the last-named country, which the United Fruit Company, many
years ago, had been able to bring.completely. under its sway
by a coup openly instigated und ochvely supporfed by one of
its leading officers.

The company administrates its: possessmns m Hondunasv
through the Tela Railroad Company,:which:owns almost: 300--

miles of railroads and regularly employs a. Dpersonnel of about

25,000. .Honduras, incidentally, is- the only - Central American

country where United- Fruit. still encounters a not-inconsidei-
able' competition on the part of another . S. _company, the

Standard Fruit-and -Steamship Corporation, formed about a

quarter of a century ago. Though Standard employs.a total
of 10,000 people, its assets are much smaller and“in no ‘way
comparable with those of its larger competl.tm )

A great advantage, which both compames enjoy in Hon-
duras, is the location of their plantations in the proximity of
the Caribbean Sea, around -the town of San Pedro Sula and
elose to the ha-rbdrs'-of Tela and Puerto Cortes, at relatively
short distance from U. 8. ports,. particularly New Orleans, the
banana’s largest U, S. place of entry. It must finally be added,
to ‘illustrate conditions, that the Honduran .economy almost

éntirely ‘has to rely on banana production and trade, and that

this country, unlike Guatemala and Costa Riea, has no other
important export product to lean ~upon.

Monopoly in Guatemala

As to Guatemala, Honduras’ recently restless neighbor,
the company’s banana plantatlons are found in two distinct
areas, oné around Tiquisate in the Pacifi¢c region and the other
one in the proximity of the Caribbean and ‘the vicinity of
Puerto Barmos, the country’s ‘main shipping. eenter for coffee

“main entry- port dn Guafemala United -

wpire of United Fruit;

LY .
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An Expose by ORIT -

The mvaluable article which occupies these pages is taken
from the bulletin “Facts and Figures” published by ORIT.

It is-a real contribution, summaxmzmg a great deal of re-

- search. The facts about the empire of the United Fruit Com-
. pany are not easy to find anyiwhere, though the existence-of

the empire itself is very well known—especiully since the ovér- -

-throw of. the Guatemalan government by Castillo Armas,

-Washington and United Fruit. This survey by ORIT fills a

vacuym. :

ORIT is the Inter-American Regional ngamzatwn of
Workers, the regional. organization of the International Con-
fedemtwn of -Free Trade Unions. It is the pan-American labor
organization which is supported by the AFL and CIO, against
‘Stalinist and.other rivals. Its viewpoint is by no means radical,

as can perhaps be seen from the false references in the present

article to “Commumst domination” in Guatemala. The- article
itself has no by-line; in spots its English was=foreign in idiom,
‘and we have edited it slightly to correct the grammar where
necessmy——Ed : .

<

tition worth mentioning, and- glows about 95 per cent of- all
the exportable bananas produced .in the country; though coffee
production, in which the United Fruit has. no part, is far more
than double in export value as compared with bananas.

‘In spite of the bénana monopoly held” by the company,
which émploys, about 7000 workers in agricultural activities, its

: subs«dlory for all practical purposes, the International’ Réilway

Company of Central America 1IRCA), with another seven thou-

“sand or so employees, wields—in our opinion—more decisive
" influence on the eoun'lrys economic - destiny and situation. It

owns ' Guatemala's main harbor ‘and shipping facilities and,

furthermore, 700 of the country’s 800 miles of raifroads; includ- -

ing the” important ones, connecting the nation with Mexico and
‘El Salvador and linking Guatemala's*Pacific harbor of San José
with Puerto Barrios on the Caribbean.

The longshoremen of the latter town—numbering about
1500—form a distinct. sector of the labor force employed by
the combined companies and have, like the railroad workers,
distinguished themselves repeatedly by a clear consciousness
of their position and legitimate rlghts as working men.

Domain in Costa Rica

‘ As to Costa Rica, United Fruit’s banana plantations in’
that country ‘were originally lecated on the republic’s Carlb-
bean shores around the harbor of Puerto Limén, These. areas;-

however, had to be abandoned in the thirties because of dis-
ease and epidemics affecting the plants. Instead large tracts
"were developed along the Pacific shores around the ports of
Golfito and Quepos, which the company expressly constructed
for its shipping activities and to supplement the facilities of
the already existing harbor, Puntarenas. The company slso
built—with a similar purpose in mind—a substantial mileage
“of railroads and now owns about 200 miles of the republic’s
total network.

- All the company's properties in' Costa Rica are odmimsi'ered
and all its activities there directed, by o subsidiary, the Com-
paiiia’ Bananers of Costa Rica, which employs a variable number
of 16-20,000 people, de-pendmg on the season.

Banana production in- 19562 amounted to approximately.
eleven million bushels or about 900 million pounds, a quantity
almost comparable to that ordinarily attained by the company
in Honduras: As to banana exports, United Fruit, however,
wields no monopoly as in the latter country, though the value
of those exports reached more than 50 per cent of the total

“ of all other commodities leaving the country.

Giant in Panama :
In Panama, finally, a United Fruit subsidiary, the Chiriqui

‘Land Company, controls at this moment more than 60,000

acres of potential: banana. lands of which 30,000 are under
actual cultivation or about to come into production.

Chirnqm Land Compony employs about 7000 people and its
activities are the Icrgesi of any private enterprise in the repub-

lic. Besides, banana exporfs amount to an average value of eight-

million. dollars out of a total of opprox:maiely fourteen million
for fhe entire country.
"Most. plantatlons, as in Costa Riea, omgmally were loecated

_on the- Canbbean in the Boeas del’ Toro region, but had to be
_abatidoned. for:the same ressen. Maif plantitig therefore today
.is undertaken: along the” Pacifi¢' coast around the’ harbor- of

Puerto Armuelles, thotigh some production is also gomg on: m
other parts of the country.

In.very recent-days. United Pruit-has.discovered ways and -
"means to overcome the dreaded ‘Panama disease which attacks -

the banana plant underground.:and, therefore, it now plans

not only to resume its- activities- in the Atlanti¢ région of-

Panama but also throughout’ the samé party of Costa ‘Rica.
Some such project is pending before, but has not been- ap-
proved yet by, the Costa- Rican Congress.

In case both undertakings should- materialize, consu:lerable .
areas will be added to the company’s présent terrain under

M

banana cultlvatlon, with the accompaniment of huge invest- -

ments. It is, however, doubtful” whether—outside -of certain
increases in .public ‘revenue—the substantial extension of
banana production and consequently. the power of the United

Fruit would suit the development of countries whose main -

endeavor should eonsist in an effort at agricultural diversifica-
tion to overcome one of the foremost disadvantages of colonial-
ism, monoculture (one-crop agriculture).

‘Bonanza in Banana Profits

There is no:doubt that banana production on a large com-
mercial basis can only ‘be undertaken at certain risks and with
the suppoit of considerable financial investment, though the
formation of large cooperatives by.the great riumber of smaller
mdlvxdual ‘growers :might one. day- oﬁ'er some pamal alterna-\
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toka- and Panama diseases, have at times made it imperative
to abandon vast plantations and transfer production to distant
areas. To this must be added the dangers deriving from
devastating hurricanes or cloudbursts or, on the other hand,
continuous droughts, which repeatedly have caused the loss of
tens of thousands of the sensitive plants. Finally, as is well
known, the transport of the delicate fruit on any.large scale
from the places of production to its foreign markets requires
not, only a network of railroads and sea-going ships with large
cargo space but also costly installations for refrigeratjon. .

On the other hand, however, it must not be overlooked '

that the cultivation of the banana offers substantial advan-

tages over that of other tropical plants. Thus the planting of -

bananas is a relatively simple process and stems bear fruit as
early as one year after the seedhngs have been placed in the
soil. Furthermore, no processing is required as in the case, “for
instance, of coffee and sugar, though the work to be done in
order to keep the plants clean and thriving is a hard and con-
tinuous one. A most favorable factor, moreover, i§ the steady
and growing market carved out for the banana smce it became
a huge -commercial export.

Thus, to quote only one example, the United States' imported
12 million bushels in 1898, but 65 million in 1929, Besides these
bonanzas granted- by nature or flowing from market conditions,
some of the greatest advantages enjoyed by United Fruit were
extracted from feeble governments and unorganizd and sub-
srvient labor, as well as small growers; to the latter it paid
extremely low prices, while its workers had to be confenied with
inadequate wages.

At the same time the company, due to its: pohtlcal m;pact
was able to resist substantial taxation or adequate-profit shar-
ing by governments, which it smothered by its sheer weight.
No wonder, then, that the profits made in.this wdy have been

extremely high throughout the years and most satisfactory to -

the corporation’s more than 60,000 shareholders.
Proof of this are the companys stock-dividend records as
well as its $44 566,264 of net earnings in 1953. .

Labor's Sfruggle Against Explonfchon

Work by the company’s labor force would have to be con-
sidered a hard and backbreaking one even if it would not have
to be done under the burning sun of the tropics. All of the
corporation’s plantations are located in the torrid lowlands of
their respective countriés and had to be hacked out from the
jungles and drained from insect-ridden tropical swamps, They,
furthermore, are generally away from the centers of popula-
tion and certain comforts_and services available there. Work-
ers, under- these eonditions, had often to be imported from dis-
tant parts and even other countries, as was the case, for in-

S

INVESTMENTS OF THE UNITED FRUIT CO.

{(1948) : -

In Dollars - %

Real Estate ..cocvcvviicvccneninnincesineeres 29,068,938.07 8.5
Buildings ..occcecvrervereesinesrcnninieeneenne 44,348,880.10 ~ 12.9
Plantations ....cceecccceiivcsneniierinnnees 69,933,584.18 20.4
Mobiles ......... ; 55,879,861.26 16.3
Railroads 48,729,899.45 142

4,807,724.87 1.4
19,389,364.23 . 5.7

Loading installations and boats....
Sugar mills and refineries ............

Steamships . .ccccvrevicrnennnnnneniieenes 66,340,231.90 19.4
Cattle and other animals .............. 3,878,484.23 . - 1.2
Total..vvicmreeerereinrerensernens $342,376,968.29  100.0

stance, with the many West Indian Negroes on the former
Caribbean plantations in Costa Rica, or could only be found
among tribal Indians, as was the case in Panama. It need not
be pointed out that labor hired in this way and frem these
gources is sometimes found to be less resistant to exploitation
and company pressures.

United Fruit workers live on so-culled bancnu farm units of
from 4 to 500 acres, each compromising about 100 to 200 work-
ers and their families. There they are supervised and directed
by one or several company overseers and offen left very much
to the discretion of these. officers, while, on thé other hdnd,
large-scale action against oppressive measures and unfair frecf-
ment is rendered more difficulf by the subdivision of ﬂle plcniq-
tions into segregated sectors.

Most of the better positions, as might be surmised, arg in
the hands of North Americans who live, as the’ New "York
Times recently reported in a higher world for themselves and
quite apart from that.of the “tens of thousands of peasants,

who tend the plantatxons and the cattle, pick the bananas or’

labor at the thousand and one menial tasks involved in the
daily running of the empire.”

Toiling comes to a peak when the time of the harvest,
shipping and loading arrives. Thén work is done from sunrise
to sundown by thousands- of sweating men -who carry the
heavy bunches to the next railroad car or other means of trans-
portation, to be dispatched from there to the exit ports, where
sturdy longshoremen heave them onto the company’s ships,

- which each carry from eighty to one hundred thousand stems.

‘Union-Busting Dinosaur

During decades past, United Fruit has been most resist-

ant to granting its laborers the working and living conditions

customary in modern society, or the right to assemble and or-
ganize. In this attitude it was often abetted by corrupt and
dictatorial governments under its control,

A classic example for these policies and attitudes is the case
of . Honduras, where the company exerted an unlimited and
scarcely contested power until very recently. Under the sway of
the company's influence, union organization remained prohibited
with labor legislation—an unknown. factor. Consequently, in
1951, wages and salaries had only risen by twenty-five points
since 1939, while the-cost of living, -even according to official

statistics, had jumped by more than 400 points during the same -

period..

Workers contmued to. llve under madequate housing- andv

- sickness. . .

ness and tyranny of reckless overseers. At the same time all
attempts at protest were silenced and strike movements sup-
pressed by violence and bloodshed. E

Finally in despair, the workers—of both Standard and
United Fruit-—though unorganized, were driven in ' recent

months to declare and carry through the largest strike in their.

history, which at times threatened to spread into a-general
one involving all the labor of the land. While Standard settled
its differences .earlier, it was only after 67 days that United
.Fruit consented to come to an understandmg As to financial
‘benéfits’ the outcome was meager enough in raising the daily
minimum remuneration from a shabby $1.68 to the by-no-
means-generous amount of $2.04 per.day, a sdlary, 1nc1denta11y,
more or less equal'to the one generally paid by the ‘company ‘to
field workers in Guatemala, Costa Rlca and Panama .

Behind the Company's Cfcums

The United Fruit Company, however, for the first time,
concluded a collective agreement with its Honduras laber force
and in the process recognized their right to form a union,
which at this time is being organized and only recently has
celebrated its first convention.

In spite of its wellknown policies whlch as the case of
Honduras and other ones show, will only improve undér. pres-
sure, the company boasts of its wage levels. It déclares that

-'they are higher than those paid by domestic employers, points

to fringe benefits-such as housing, sanitary, medical and recre-

‘ational facilities at low cost or no cost-and furthermore, stresses.

that merchandise at no profit is available at special commis-
saries

Such statements, however, omit the fccf ﬂmt fhe company
by no means acted out of sheer bounty, but that in order #o

lure workers into the isolated areas where. it operates,: it was:

forced to. attract them by higher wages-and the above enumer-
ated services. Letters, however, reaching this editor, from #rust-
worthy persons in the hire of the company, show that things in
reality look scarcely as bright as. United Fruit- would like. us to
believe.

Says one of the writers (in one of ‘the recently received
letters to the editor) employed in one of: the Umted Fruit's
Costa Rican enterprises:

“Workers live like animals in our sector of the banana
zone. Units consisting of five persons are accommodated in
huts, measuring four by five feet. Innummerable are those who
suffer damage to their lungs. The company hires workers with-
out taking into account that it has not enough space for them.

Many have to sleep on the cement floor of the large barracks. -

There are two kinds of commissaries, one for the ordinary peo-
ple and the other one for the so-called U. S. sector. In the latter
everything can be obtained. First they put aside merchandise
for the higher employees and what remains. is then sold to the
workers. Thé meat sold £6 the workérs is of the worst kind. .. .
As to. the daily wages the company pays to the ‘agricultural
worker [it is], an amount [per day] of 11.20 colones [not quite
two dollars] for eight hours’ work. This is entirely insufficient
if one considers that a bottle of milk costs one colon, while a
chayote (a kind of potato) costs half a colon and rice 70 cts
a pound and beans 60 cts and everything is more expensive
than in the capital The minimum of existence for a family of
four is 17 colones and a few cts, while the average income is
only 11.20 colones. And how about tropical diseases? Hospi-
tals are bad and.people released before they are cured. Often
they do not pay any salary or only a part of the wage during
. Many overseers treat the workers badly. Many
children have to work while attending school.”

Thus mvuch remains to be done and it is no wonder that
a large sector of the company’s workers in Costa Rica are or-
ganized in Communist-dominated unions, in spite of the efforts
of an enlightened government friendly to labor to 1mprove the
situation as much.as it can:

The Exploifah‘on of Guatemala

The company also bears a heavy part of the responsibility
which, durmg Tecent years, led To a -similar but much’ worse
turn of events in Guatemala, and to that country’s final domi-
nation for years by the Communist party. After the revolution
of 1944 and the downfall of the Ubico tyranny, the company
and its subsidiary, the International Railroad Company  of
Amerlca—IRCA——apparently shared the belief that a nation
that just had struggled free from the bonds of pohtlcal oppres-
sion would continue half free and half slave and go on living
under conditions of feudalism and monopoly or foreign inter-
vention in the social and economic affairs of their country.

Especially irksome in this respect was the insistence of both
United Fruit and IRCA on the maintenance of their outdated con-
tracts, concluded decades ago, granting them prohibitive privi-
leges which, together with the outrageous position of the landed
gentry, constituted one of the prmclpcl handicaps on the way
toward the couniry’s social and economic emancipation.

Some .of the social rlghts to IRCA are described more in

‘detail in the report by a mission which the International Bank

for Reconstruction and Development sent to Guatemala™some
years ago. The group visited that country in 1950 and did. not
withhold its eriticism of a situation that—as the report stresses
—certainly would have to be modified if the country ever
wanted to shake off the bonds of economic dependénce and find
its way toward a more tolerable future.

The report denounced, among others, .the fact that the
contract on which, for instance, IRCA based its so-called rights
was not only outmoded, dating as it did as far back as 1923,
but that by a fantastic stipulation it was running wuntil the
year 2004 and did not differ fundamentally from the first such
agreement concluded with the government in 1877, “These
dates by themselves,” the report continues, “stiow the character
of these agreements.” :

The mission. further found that by the same agreement
IRCA was enabled to squash any competition, to keep its
frelght rates too high and to enforce a strict monopoly on all
pier and loading facilities and almost all tonnage moving out
of and into Guatemala from the neighbor republic of EI Salva-

dor, or.via Puerto Barrios, the country’s most-important har-'

bor. This. sxtuatmh that kept frexght rates from Puerto Barrios,

* polite laughter at the expense of their -

- and violence, this James -had announced.
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- THE
NEEDLE

By HAL DRAPER

It’s been a delayed 1eact10n to the Jab '
of the needle.

We're referring to the gentry of .the
New Leader, whom we were - needlmg_
back in July over the Guatemala ‘iss Q..
They have belatedly given evidence of -
their typically responsible way of evalu—
ating their ideas.

For three weeks running, that month
just for the fun of it, we indulged some

Guatemalan experts and ex-editor Daniel
James:.  Four months before Castillo. - -
Armas and. the Dulles brothers over-
threw the Arbenz government by force -

in the New Leader’s pages that evidence
had _finally proved that the Arbenz re-
gime was Communist-dominated.

‘The most important piece of ev1dence
he adduced—this was the hilarious as-.
pect—was the fact that on January 29
the Arbenz regime dared to charge that
an invasion of Guatemale was bemy,
plotted in the neighboring dictatorships .
and with.the help of the U. S. (in other
‘words, exactly what happened). :

To James in February, this proved’
Communist domination because it is a.
typically Stalinist method to use trans- .
parently false charges to cover their own
coups. Hence, the charge being false, it
was clear to him that Arbenz was plan-
ning a Stalinist coup. Hence he virtually
called for intervention by the U. S. .

But by July everyone could see that
Azxbenz’ charge-had been true, The New
Leader’s expert on Guatemala was in @&
most embarrassing position. What does
one do when one has sxmply made a foo{b’
of oneself in print? :

~ We blush to say that uncharltably we ‘
rubbed it in a bit; just for the comie re»
lief. On July 5 we wrote: “This type of
‘proof’ of the ‘Red domination’ of_ Guate-
mala is now, at least in hindsight, a
hilarious _]oke on the New Leader and
its Guatemalan Communist-smeller. It is
unhkely that the New Leader will refer.
to it in the issue in which it puts its.anti
Communist stamp of approval on the mf-
vasion-plot which it scoffed at.”

The next week, with an equally de—
plorable lack of kmdheartedness, we re-
marked in passing: “It has not been re-
ported that D. James has since referred

ubllcly to this feat of political ana]y-'
sis. .. .” '

Stlll agam on the following week, our
sheer meanness showed .again, when the %
said James. did actually publish an ars:
ticle in the magazine on the Guatemala
coup: “As we predicted—it was one of . .~
the _easiest: predictions ever made-—Aus
thority Daniel James, instead of hiding
out: for a while, blandly writes another
article in which he never mentions hlﬁ
prevmus ingenious prognosis.” '

® .
: . &
- Well, -as we asked what - doe,s one. dg A
when one has - simply made .a. fool oﬂ :
oneself in print? ‘

The answer to that one is now sup-
plied by the New Leader. .

First, one waits a few months unth
the laughte1 has .blown over .and. thq
point of the needle is forgotten

Then one pulls out the routine about
how..we’re. so glad to. be attacked by.both:
the Left and the Right—extremists, bw»
definition—so that then “we know we are
succeeding in our aim of a ba’lanced pubg,
lication open to all shades of democra AtcH
opinion.’ o

See, "says the managing edltor 1n m
recent issue, “From the Left we have on
hand a scathing attack by one Hal D 4
per in LABOR ACTION .. . Mr. Drapex(r
exercised- about Danlel Jamess articles”
here on the Guatemalan situation. .. .”
And then there is the attack on us well-
balanced people by a rightist who de-
plores our articles on the Louisiana: -
sugar strike and anti-Negro discrimina-.
tion. . .. It balances out. - '

About D. James’s feat of pohtlcal an-
alysis? Nothing.

The New Leader edltors recommend“
t-his method .of achieving the poisedaedi
torial personality, unmarred by obsessiv
compulslons to “test. . ong’s. . porhtles.'-;’b

L7




R

'-rage' Eight -~

e

Emplre of United Fruit — —

{Continued from page 7}

' to Guatemala City (about 200 miles) hlgher than those from

New York to Guatemala, the group termed “a serious national
hazard.”
In addition, the mission pointed out that IRCA, if its con-

" #ract were to remain valid until the year 2004, would continue

“ to operate "free of taxation on its properties, free of payment

_duties on its imports, free of control on its rates, and in posses-
“sion of ‘@ virtual monopoly on the construction and operation of
“piers and the use of the inshore harbor area of Puerto Barrios.”

As to United Fruit itself, the mission stated that i#*shared IRCA's
‘privilege of almost complete exemption from any substantial

. tax payments and concludes that both companies, if properly

taxed, would yield the government at least one million in uddl-
"-tional revenues. per year,

In summarizing its ﬁndmgs the report finally warned
‘both to: “refrain from any direct or indirect political activity”
-and to “accept perhaps less reservedly than they have thus
far done,.the need to. adapt their legal status and their oper-

“ations to.changed comrditions.” Alas, the fact that these warn-.
-ings . were never heeded led—as already mentioned—to the-

- well-known consequernices such as Communist rule and execesses

" -an inclination to change some of the aspects of its former

Néw German Army Is Born ——

and Communist domination of the powerful railroad (SAMFEF)

_as well as banana werkers’ and longshoremen unions, all of
,vwhich' had oncé been established against the will and over: the

resistance of IRCA and the United Fruit Company.

‘Labor's Fight Goes On

As to Costa Riea, where the workers with the. support of

‘dernocratic government had obtained -the right to organize,

‘United Fruit, as in Honduras, has only this current year shown

attitude and renegotiate its contract of 1933 with the govern-
ment of that country. The outcome was a treaty which in-
creases Costa Rica’s share in the company’s net profits from a
former meager 15 to 30 per cent. Besides, the corporation con-
sented to pay custom duties on half of its imported materials
and to accept for two years a minimum-wage degree based on
a running cost-of-living study by the Ministry of Finance.

All considered, the government believes that as result of
the new agreement a total of $7.2 million per year will flow into
the country's treasury against a total of $360,000 only 9 years
ago and that the total gain in national income might rise to
$10.8 million. The company, in making these concessions, unveils
involuntarily the enormity of the profit it was able to pocket
in former years or, better, to extort from the country and its
toiling people. :

A similar agreement was also contracted in these days
between the compgny and the Panamanian government, assur-
ing the latter a highex degree of pwofitsharing (before 18.2
per cent and now up. to a maximum of 30 per cent of net in-

-come) and renouncing certain of the exemptions on import

duties which the company has enjoyed before.
As to the workers, they are now orgamz_e_d-m'a,-umon_

.. which recently has assured ORIT of its sympathies. The work-

ers also received a 20 per cent increase in -salaries which

_lifted their incomes to a princely $2 a day, in a country with
~ dollar .prices and a dollar currency.

As to Guatemala, a revision of old contracts may be soon
in the making. The powerful unions of the United Fruit Com-
pany as well as IRCA, however, have been thrown out of ex-
istence under the present regimes, and -both-companies ~and
particularly TRCA have abuséd the occasion and. fired .great
numbers of workers, including many non-Communists and anti-
Communist unionists. . -

" Russians to play their cards.

- {Continued from rage 1)

. ists have been vigorously for the restor-

atlon of full German independence quite
apart from. every other consideration, on

“the democratic grounds of the right of

the .people to control their own destiny:
We have consistently opposed those poor
‘democrats and poorer socialists who
linked their opposition to German rearm-
ament with opposition to German sover-
elgnty

. And- we know, too, that a sovereign
‘Germany would have the right to rearm,
‘and would indeed rearm. No natlon, un-

“Tess restrainied by outside coercion in the

form of foreign oppression, w111 choose

%0 remain defenseless. In our view, then,

‘the issue has never- been German re-
“‘armament in the abstract, as we have.
_ said before.

The issue is the rearmament of this in-
greasingly renazified Adenauer-Germany
of the old generals and the old capitalists
as part of one lmperialisf war ‘camp in the
‘war-torn world. The aim of the London
‘conference, as was the aim of EDC, was

" do suck Germany back into the old round

'of'mi_lii'cry alliances and power politics.

__RUSSIAN CARDS -

The game is thus plepared for the

As our headline said last week, “The
Russians Don’t Have to Be Clever.” By
minor codincidence, just about simultane-
ously with that headline, a front-page

New York' Times headline last Sunday
‘Clever’

read: “Gruenther Warns of
Russia.”
" Gruenther, NATOQO military chief, “in-

dicated that the big danger lay in the.
] ideological field, where, he said, ‘the com-

bination is much tougher’ than “when

- Stalin was’ alive. ‘Mr. Stalin was tough,’

Genéral Gruenther said, ‘but these new

fellows are much more clever than Stalin

in the’ propaganda field.” ”

Bu'l' ‘we can repeat again that the Rus-.

sians .don't have fo be clever. As far as
the |deologlcal field” is concerned, ihey
have it virtually all to themselves. It is
ironical that . the civilian statesmen in

The CASE
COMRADE
TULAYEV

A Novel of
Modern Russia.

by
Victor Serge

‘ Formerly $3 . .. now while
' our speclal stock lasts

ST $1.50
“ . Labor Action Book Service
114 West 14 Street, N. Y, C. -

_fLondon The turning-point Was. reached

London .discussed nothing but milifary
power, while the military man (SACEUR
himself) warns of the "big danger' from
political bombshells_,'

Gruenther is undoubtedly right. Mos-
cow now has the ball. There is no need

- for the Kremlin to hurry, either. It is not

necessarily true that the Russians need
makeé some dramatic move now—for ex-
ample, before French ratification—in
order to torpedo the London agreement.
Thpt is only one tempting channel of in-
tervention before them. Premier Mendeés-
France has no simple task before him in
selling:.even this deal to the French peo-
ple, though his fellow statesmen (like.
Spaak of Belgium and also Dulles) are
trying to give him a hand by making
statements apout his bargaining vie-
tories in London:

In Bonn too, Adenauer, though chort-
ling .publicly over his gains, will have an
obstacle race to run. (Times correspon-
dent Handler wrote with justice on Oec-
tober 3 that ‘It is perhaps fortunate
for Dr.. Adenauer that the dynamic and
explosive..Dr. Kurt Schumacher died in
the summer of 1952. and that those who
succeeded him_to the Social-Demoecratic -
leadership- are carrying on.in the best
style of the Bloomsbury liberals.”)

. NO BALANCE

But if and when the London deal is
ratified all around. new opportunities arise
for Russian ‘'cleverness." As is being
pointed out in the press, the U. S. is near
exhausting its possible.gifts to the West
Germans, with the return of effective
sovereignty.. But what all Germans fervent-

ly wish for is reunification of thelr coun-

try. This is not o gift that lies in the
pockets of the NATO powers. If it is to.
be given rather than won, it must come
from the Kremlin. Now only Russia has
something the Germans want: the rest of
their couniry.

We need nét’ encourage illusions about
the Russians’ possibly giving up their
German satellite in a deal for German
unity. But we don’t have to encourage
them. They are already widespread in
Germany and elsewhere. Reunification
constitutes the Kremlin’s trump -card,
even though it is never actually played.

None. of the machinery envisaged in
London for “control” of Germany has
much meaning in the final analysis as
compared. with the dynamics of a up-
surging sovereigh Germany which will
find its own way. There was much talk
of “safeguards” against German militar-
ism, and no doubt complicated formulas
will be worked out, but it was not any
formula for “safeguards” that revital-
jzed the conference; it was Britain’s
four divisions and London’s reversal on

-its stand against commitments on -the

Continent. No “safeguards” will prevent
German attention from naturally turn-
ing to the possibilities of a deal with
the East as well as the West.

Thus the new balance established by
the London conference bears the. seeds of
its own disruption.

The idea of balance was a key idea in

“‘personal
with a hootenanny festival in Chicago’

_ the fight- on’ “the "anh;Commnmsf"* froﬁf

commitment to keep four British divi-

sions and certain other forces on the

Continent, This was the vital vietory
for Erance, because the latter needed the
British forces to balance the German.
The achievement at London, such as it
was, was the achievement of a military

equilibrium between France-Britain on .

the one side and the remllltarlzed Ger-~
many on the other.

But as this equlhbiium is established,
the forces are set-in motion for the dis-

turbance of other balances within the.

shifting sands of the Western bloc and
its own inter-imperialist rivalries. A re-
militarized Germany, more than ever, be-
comes a see-saw in the cold war.

The ISL Pro ram

in Brlef

The Independent Socialist League stands
for socialist democracy and against the
two systems of exploitation which now
divide the world: capitalism and Stalirism.

Capitalism carnot be reformed or liber= -

alized, by ary Fair Deal or other deal, so
as to give the people freedom, abundance,
security or peace. It must be abolished
and replaced by a new social system. im
which the people own and control the
basic sectors of the economy, democrafi-

cally controlling their own economuc and.

political destinies,

- Stalinism, in Russia and. wher_ever_ it

holds powes, is a brutal. totalitarianism—
a new form of exploitation. Its agents. is,
every couniry, the. Communist Parties, are.
qn_n:elergﬂng enemies. of socialism.aod hcve.

nothing in common. with socialism——which..

cannot exist without effective democrahc
control by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and Sfal-’

inism are today-at each-other's throatsin. - -

a worldwide imperialist rivalry for dorri«
nation. This struggle can only lead to the
most frightful war in history so long as the

people leave the capitalist and Stalinist
rulers in power. Independent Socialism:
stands for building and strengthening the.

"Third Camp of the people against both wape
bloes.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement;-looks
to the working class and its ever-pretenf
struggle as the basic progressive force in
society. The ISL is organized to spread the
ideas of socialism in the labor movement
and among all other sections of the pecple:

At the same time, Independent Socialists
participate actively in every struggle to
better the people's lot now—such as: the

fight for higher living standards, ageinst’

Jim Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of
civil liberties and the trade-union move-
.ment, We seek to join together with all
other militants in the labor movement as
a left force working for the formation of
an mdependenf labor pariy and other pro-
gressive policies.

The fight for democracy. and the fight.

for socialism are inseparable. There can
be no lasting and genuine democracy with-
out-seciailsm; and there can be no social«
ism without demncra;y@ To. enroll under
this banner, join the Independent Socialist
League!

Shachtman’s passport now also before
the- courts. .

Sheil Case

It is easy to imagine the pressure that
has been brought to bear on Bishop
Sheil, the prelate who made headlines
with his vigorous attack on Joe Me-
Carthy before the last UAW conference.

The bishop’s broadside was especially
welcome to liberals ‘because "it ranged

an fmportant Catholic cleric against the

senator. It was important to show that
McCarthyism is not a “Catholic’ issue,
as of course it is not essentially. It was
twice as important :because of wide-
spread and not ill:-founded suspicions
about the pro-McCarthyite - sentiment
among the tops of the Catholic hierarchy,
around Cardinal Spellman particularly.
Sheil’s “boldhess” in speaking -out “was
appreciated a good deal more’because of
the concurrent suspicion that”his forth-
rightness on the subject would not ex-

actly advance his career to the pinnacles

of his church.

Sa, as we said, it is easy to understand
the crushing pressure that has been upon
him since then; but even so one camnot
but be sad when a man buckles under
strain.

We cannot find any more -charitable
mbernretatlon for Sheil’s sudden- emerg-
ence as a flambuoyant “anti-Communist
fighter” & la Hollywood.

We say that as uncompromising anti-
Stalinist fighters ourselves.

Sheil has now announced that he is
going to “devote my life and energies to
fighting Communism,” and he opened his
fight” against Communism

replete with Hollywood stars, ballet
dancers, a 1000-voice choir and a 60-
piece orchestra. (Among the Hollywood-
ians were José Ferrer and Edward G.
Robinson, also in there pitching to show
the American Legion that they're as
anti-Communist as all-get-out.)

It might have been plain to Sheil that

SPOTLIGHT

Confmued from page 1

less  he has something different to con- -

tribute .on that score, he might well have

asked himself: If I, .a liberal, devote my:

energies in this manner-to bringing coals
to this Newcastle, who is there who. will

be willing to announce that he is devoting
his life and energies to fighting the witch--

hunters and anti-democratic reactionaries,
whose ferror forms a pall over the whole
counfry’

"A fulsome article of adulatlon for
Sheil in the Progresswe a few months
ag‘o told a moving story about the-bish-
op’s courageous anti-racist speech before
an audience of bigots; as he walked
down from the platform, a fanatic wom-
an rose from a seat to spit-in his face;
slowly he turned his other cheek to her,
as the audience held their breaths. . . .

. Now too, no doubt, a Biblical injune-
tion has been urged upon Sheil: Render
unto Caesar those things which are
Caesar’s. . . . Apparently he has done so.
But what are the things that are
Caesar’s? And is there not a difference
between turning the. other cheek—and
cowering?

[ J

O'Dwyer Case

In connection with the above lugubri-

ous note on Bishop. Sheil, we . wish. to:

cheer our readers up with another piece
of ‘incidental mtelhgence about the Anti-
Cemmunist Front:

Ex-Mayor Bill O'Dwyer is coming in to

this country from Mexico to testify. Not
on his interesting financial affairs and for-’

fiung acquaintance in the under- and over-
world. He will appear before a House

subcommittee to Tell All Abouit Commu- -

nist Infiltration in Latin America.
When it comes to competing with such

fellow Anti-Communist. Fighters, maybe-

Bishop -Sheil does need a brass band, a
ballet corps and other vaudeville acts,

' d y \

A Labor Action sub is SZ a yecr :
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