LABOR

ACTION

Independeht Socialist Weekly

SEPTEMBER 6, 1954

~%
’.

»

FIYE CENTS

...page3

Brazif: Fconomic Crisis is Decisive

The "Anti-Communist” lal'v:{f f
Liberals Look at Their Leaders -

... page 7

ﬁseﬂho wer and the Poor Fislr

: poge 2 -

EDC Death Ends an Era in Europe

GERMANY:
The SPD Could Take the Imtiative

By GORDON HASKELL

} American foreigh policy has been dealt another stunning blow by
the final rejection by the French Assembly of the European Defense
Community. Still reeling from the collapse of its main line in Asia a
few weeks ago, the administration now confronts a similar collapse in

Europe.

The death of EDC is a vietory for the Stalinists. But it is not the
kind of victory which can be counted on to immediately bring them
more territory, or even the support of additional sections of the popu-
lation in any country in Europe. The end of EDC is not a positive
achievement for them. Before it could be transformed inte such an
achievement, the Stalinists will have to win & number of victories in
the process of the political-military reorgamzatlon of Eumpe whwh

must follow the-end of EDC.

"It is quite evident that such a
reorganization is now inevitable,
in one form or another. For over
two. years every political move-
ment in Western Europe has been
compelled to take tp a stance with
respect to EDC. American pressure
for the treaty was constant in
European peliti¢és, as was Stalinist
pressure against it. Every political
movement had its policy on foreign
affairs channelized to one degree

or ancther between the forces of.

up by these pressures.

Since the specific object of these
pressures has now disappeared for
2ll practical purposes, the pres-

sures themselves will have to be
directed to new political goals. For
the problem which was to be solved
by EDC still remains just as cru-
cial for Eurcope and hence for the
cotd-war colossi ag ever: That is
the fate, the future -role of Ger-
many.

The most serious and drastic
effect of the end of EDC will no
doubt be felt at the epicenter of
the storm, in>Germany herself.
(With regard to France, see A,
Stein’s articles elsewhere in this
issue of Labor Action—Ed.). The
immediate consequence of the de-

{Turn o lost pogel

FRANCE:

Bitter Political Breach Not Healed -

Soclalist Party. The National Couns- !
cil of the SP has expelled Jules

By A. STEIN

By a vote of 319 to 264, the
Frénch National Assembly has
finally rejected the European De-
fengse Community treaty. The
eighteen months of political in-
trigue, wrangling and maneuver-
ing around this question, which
split practically every political par-
ty and created a state of creeping
paralysis in the National Assem-

bly, has now come to an end. Again, .

Premier Mendes-France has ful-
filled another.of his promises; this
time, that he would “bring thig
question t¢ a vote and heal the
deep division that is poisoning
French political life.” But though
the debate has ended and the vote
taken, the bitterness and party di-
visions still remain and have heen
even fuarther aggravated. The
death of the EDC treaty in the
French Assembly has not ended
the internal French struggle over

.German rearmament and the cre-

ation of a West European coalition
sponsored and backed by the
United States.

One immediate resulf of the vot-
ing in the National Assembly was
to sharpen tha split in the Fronch

By PETER WHITNEY
Afthough the Democratic Party

- has not yet named i{s candidale for

governor of New York State, the
Liheral Party has already given its
blanket endorsement to the Demo-

eratic ticket. Chief contenders for -

the post are ¥Franklin D. Roosevelt
Jr. and .Averell Harriman, ooth
now vying in heir furious dentnci-
ations of the presert. incumbent,
Republican Thomas E. Dewey.
The . Democratic-Liberal.

—fresh proof that politice makes

strange bedfellows.. The Liberals -

have savagely attacked Tammany
and refused to supporl its candi-
dates in several city elections, most
notably when they ran Rudolph

" Halley as 4an independent candidate .
. fiir ‘mayor against Robert Wagner
.I.-_::'JI‘ I.satj;y;ﬂ'l— y

coali-
tion -was -engimeered .by ‘Tammany -
leader; Carmine De Sapio, and Alex-
Rose, Liberai Party Vice Chairman :

Labor Politics: How NOT to Do It

Libs.-Dems. in New York Deal

The Liberals have justified their
separate and independent political
orqunization by peinting to the re-
actionary and corfupt stranglebold
of the Tammany ¢crew in New York.
All this is forgotten, however, be-
fore the threat of ancther Repub-
lican victory in New York, with the
prospect of the presidentiai -elec-
tion in 1956,

Tronically enough, Mayor Wag-
ner’s name has-been- bruited about
as a-pessible '‘compromise” candi-
date for-the Democrats. Shoald he

run, it would: neatly illustrate the
~Likeral leadershlp might havé ai-

dilemma: of the Liberal Party. Just
how ¢&ould they support him for
governor in 1954 after campaign-
ing against. him for mayor-in 1953.
Such & situation would not be
unigue for the Liberals. It hag hap-
pened before and will continue to
happen again, 8o long as. the con-

'h@mg tendeneies thhm the: Lib-
m! Pgrt:- al:-e: not- rmiwgi '

Liberal

While the Liberals boast of thexr
increasing power and influence on
the Democratic Party, the payment
received for their blanket endorse-

.ment seems modest enough. In- re-

turn for Liberal support for the
bulk of the Democratic candidates
for state-wide posts, the Democrats
gave thelr-generous support to one
—yes, one-—Liberal candidate.
Was this perhaps the candidafe
for Heubenant governor or for Con-

. gress or-even for the State Legis-
lature? With -sach o candidacy"

wrested from the Democrots, the

gued that-it was o foir return for
its promise of a half million votes
on the Liberal line for #he Demo-
cratic ticket—anot to speck of its
:ﬁ::hveness at fln bargaining
abfe

But just how strongly could the

: Iﬂﬂﬂlﬂi" m.--u'

Mochk, Daniel Mayer, P. O. Laple
and Max Lejeurne for violating par-
ty discipline and voting against the
EDC ireaty. While the Executive
Council did not expel the other
fitty members (half of the SP As.

sembly fraction) who followed the ...
four laaders mentioned above in
voting against EDC, it declared

they could not represent or speak
for the party. This immediately

raises the possibility that -Moch = |
acknowledged -

and Mayer, the

leaders of the “neutralist™ faction
in the SP, may try {o.lead l'llafir" =
fifty followers out of the Socmliﬂ'-“ )

Londen Nem Statesman ang Natiou

‘MENDES-FRANCE e

Party and establish on independent
political grouping.

By forcing the EDC treaty to a..
vote, Mendes-France hoped to dis~ -

pose of an issue on a program tﬂ' X
domestic reforms. In this manner
he hoped to create a.stable parlia-

mentary majority on which h,ls re-

gime could rest.
SPLIT IN THE SP

: However, as the \aggrava.tion-;:f..ij- -
the split in the SP shows, the ‘dis- -

{Tarn to last page) -

Feadf.;r.shlp gk theﬁ--

For a digscussion of the back- |
ground of French politics |
which have led to the defeat |
of EDC in the Assembly, and ;
of the social forces . lined up |
with ond against Mendes-

'l:r-!h:I-s L:rigr g =

France, see A. Steip's feature ey
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.H' W. BEHSON

o In the cool rushmg water of the South
= Platte River, high in the Roeky Moun-
i tains of Colorado, President Kisenhower
one day hooked and neited an enviable
mess of rainbow and brown trout. How
- muny? Some people say 15, others say
%5, True; the daily legal Hmit is only 10;
-yet thére exists that contemptible type of
fisherman who, hoarding an over-bulging
creel, sneaks away from the stream,
- Lquiet and a little shame-faced, to the
- georn of his fellow anglers; and anyone
eaught earting away an illegal load is
“fined at least $15 for every trout above
the limit. The president, however, per-
~petrates his transgression before camer-
:gs and crowds and' no eager conservation
‘inspector taps him on thé shoulder to
~..ask, “Do you mmd if ¥ lock in your
Wi .pacg?,’
; But, let us not quibble. In a world of
“wdog eat dogfish, where the harmless min-
. -mow is swallowed by the voracious game-
“fish, where ineguality and injustice reign
supreme, the Eisenhower Trout Incident
'Begms like small fry. Besides  what can
e do about it? Fine the pres:dent 52007
Dnly the taxpayer would pay in the-end:
- But. let us drop this line of thought.
¢ ‘Henest Indignation carried us away. Fish-
E ronﬂen cah declde what to do as fishermen
K ‘a¥the polls In 1956, What we really meant
t h raise- 1s-a far. more serious matter,

e

i uameiy- how did.he manraoge fo cateh so
: Smany frout? This question continues to
i -plague us, roising grave suspiclons par-
t4igularly alarming in fhese times of na.
“#lomal danger. Remember that Alger Hiss
was af last trapped by o careless but
- ¥atal admission to o Congresslensl Com-
" ‘mittee that he had once spied o rare wild
. ibird while hiking through the woods.
Eisenhower is not a Hiss. The latter pa-
‘. -paded as o Democrat, the former is o Re-
“publican. Yet, his fishing ¥rip lke Hlss'
“hiking felp is very interesting.

S LRALT LAKE CITY, Utah—When the
S Western States Conference of Machinists
met in Salt Dake.City recently, Arizona
delegates just couldn't attend. They were
- “burdened by too many “rights.”
~.+ .That was the complaint of business
=" representative Earl N. Andeyson of AFL
_Machinists District Lodge 49 at Phoenix.
“Ia a letter to the delegates, Anderson
-#xplains what happens when you're sad-
dled with too many “rights.” He wrote
4n part:
* - “Brothers, if there is any doubt in your
minds as to a depression, we invite vou
1o Phoenix,
© “We are sure that you are fully aware
.that we enjoy wonderful ‘state’s rights’
‘here in Arizona: |
.+ “We have a ‘Right-to- Work-for-Noth-
ding’ law.
= “We have a ‘Right-Net-to-Picket' law.
“The right to inadequate unemploy-
“ment corapensation. |
“The right te inadejuate workmen's
compensation.
. . “The right to work under unsafe job
-gonditions.
“'Z‘he rrght for seabs to take our jobs.”
—From RWDSU Record
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. EISENHOWER

How did he get all those trout? Mayhe,
it will be said, it was just demb Tuck.
Or great skill, perhaps. A man like lke
who got o be president must be blessed
with one or the other. But no, this theory

must be dismissed immediately. {We do ~

not stress the faet that he lost his first
fish, hook, line and all; and that he later
gropped rod and reel into the river. That
might happen to anyone.) To appreciate
the mystery and its possible sinister im-
plications, we must first understand

something of trout fishing in general and.

the Eisenhower method in particular.

TROUT HIGHLY PRIZED

Trout like to “live in fast-moving
waters; they are highly prized as game-
fish because they fight spectacalarly
when hooked and are supposed o be
wiley and canny, -lurking and leaping.
Some- people go after them with hook
baited with minnows, grasshoppers, hell-

‘gramites, grubs, nighterawlers or other

creations-of nature living naturally near
the water and serving uacomplainingly,
if not enthusiastically, as natursl fish
food.

But the more reﬁned devo{ees of a
highly speclalized form of the spurt spurn
such gross natural offerings with repug-
nance and contempt, They Insist wpon de-
ceiving fheir prey. with man-made lures,
presented wlih artful ficks and practiced
technique. Such imaglndtive ‘artifucts, cre-
ated from bits of string, feathers, anmimal
hair and what not are. known as "fifes';
they are carefully concocted to imitate
real insects ‘that Mt about running
streams, To foel ‘poor fish with cheap imi-
tations of the real thing has a fascinating
appeal to. the Instincts of a certain type,
for example, Repablican pollticians, ln oth-
er words, Eisenhower last week weos o
"fiy" fisherman. Bear that in mind as a
‘eritical point of fact, .

Now, fly-fishing may be a noble form
of the sport-but it must be admitted that
it is & very tricky and unpredigtable one,
The water must be just right: not too
warm, not too ‘coid; noet toe high, noi too
low; not too muddy, but not crystal clear.
The weather also has to be right: nob too
windy. Above =zll, insects must be hatch-
ing from and around tlie waters to lure
unsuspecting fish inte the area. And so,
true fly-fGshermen are content to return
home with a trout or two, accustomed to
hours of fishless searching for perfect
conditions, happy in the knowledge that
they have left many a fish behind to be
scught in vain on another occasion.

PACKED LIKE SARDINES

But fiy-fisherman Eisenhower! In five
minutes he hooked his first fighting
itrout; five minutes later, anolher; zand
in a few hours he had 25 vietims packed
Jike sardines in a wicker basket. (Luck?
That reminds us of the naive fellow who,
when Stalin was elected with unanimity,
commented: .“The lucky so-of-z-gun; he
made it again.”}

Eisenhower's efforts [ust year toa were
crowned with such dreamed-for success.
And at last the truth is out, One of the
folks in: the neighborhood this year told
reporters that the stream was stocked
with 400 adult +rout the duy befare Eisen-
hower descended upon it te. try his. luck.
Not the clever, wild frout wise to ways
of man and beast, but the poor inexperi-
enced e‘ﬂ'éte hotchery trout undoubfedly
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Tale of

THE POOR FISH

starved to o desperate hunger that drove
them to swallow sand and siene. (Thls,
teo, ¢clears up a year-old purzie. Last yeor,
Eisenhower returned, limping, from a day's
fishing, explaining that ke had slipped on
a rock, Truth, more likely; is that he
tripped over.a swarming schoo! of planted
#rout ond bruised himself on o fin.)

But where did all these sacrificial trout
*come from? The Colorado State Game
and Pish Department insisted that it
never stocked a stream fozghe president.
“As we understand it,” said one official,
*“Mr. Swan [Eisenhower's friend] always
biys his own fish and stocks it.”
WHERE DID HE GET THEM?

That is what is disturbi?zg about the
nnexplained, even ominous, failure of the
president to take a clear position on a
vita] piece of legislation before the recent
Congress. After two whole days of full-
dress debate, the House of Representa-
tives finally passed a bill requiring that
all foreign trout served in*restaurants be
tagged and that menus clearly state
whether the trout being served are 100
per cent American or 100 per cent alien.
Eisenhower refuses to commit himself on
this law, so clearly in accord with the |
spirit of the times.

The trouf Is on elusive fish and bears
watching, if possible. Who knows what
spy, what saboteur, whaot subversive shith-
ers Into our American woters disguised
as a fish? Fearless Fosdick, at last report,
was pantingly leaping behind one brook
trout suspected of being Ne Foce the orch

criminsl. The least we can ask of any alien

trout seeking admission to this country is .
a simple statement on loyaity fo the con-

stitution and if he refuses to speak up,

we need only lebel ond tag him - before

the whole world.

Why is Eisenhower silent? Were the.
trout he caught last week untagged un-
Americans? Is the White House oceupied
by & seeret sympathizer of alien ichthyo-
phagists or a defender of foreign pisca-
tologyists? These questions must be
probed so that America may rest.

FLASH-!

NEW YORX, August 31 — The early
morning news broadecast brings further
confirmation of -the ominous suspicions
raised by ¥, W. Benszon in the abcrve
article.

The radio. reports that on leaving Den—
ver for an vndisclosed destination in the
Rockies in the company of Herbert
Hoover, President Eigsenhower stated
that he was on his way to keep “a very
important appointment-with some finney
comrades.”

Eisenhower's expression was, no douht,
a slip of the tonpue. Yet it is well known

that it is just through such slips that -

the Barkest intrigues are often brought
to light.—Ed. ,

Y r'd

LONDON LETTER |

By DAVID ALEXANDER -

LONDON, August 25—The economic re-
port of the General Conneil of the Trade
1nion Congress is published today.

it is sericusly concerned about the
greal increase in dividends which has not
been associated with a rise in wages,
“ ., Since 1%51 incomes from rents,
dividends and interest have been rising
more rapidly than wages and salaries.

“Trade unionists cannot be expected to
stand idly by while improvements they
have secured are whittled away by .ac-
tion or inaction on the government's
part, or by attempts by the richer sec-
tions of the community to improve their
already privileged pesition.”

“The chancellor ean hardiy be satisfied
with ihe response to his appeals for re-
straint in dividend distribution, but it
must be empliasized that these higher
dividends have largely resulted from re-
ductions in company taxation and from
the general laisser-faire pollcy of the
present government.”

RELAXATION OF CONTROLS

S0 far the relaxation of controls in a
favorable world market has not seriously
affected British economy.

. the longer we wonder abount trust.
jng to luck and to market forces. to guide
us oui, the longer it will take.”

“What is more, if the doetrinaire sup-
porters of free . . . enterprise are to be
allowed free scope they will have only
themselves to blame if trade unionists
join in.”

“In particular, increases in dividends

- are bound to act as a continual irritant

and to weaken the infinence of those who
recognize the often temporary nature of
the advantages that money wage in-
creases bring.”

The report of the general council
draws attention to the unhappy position
of old-age pensioners who now receive
$4.40 a week, It thinks that this figure
should be raised to &t least $5.80. This
increase should be obtained first of -all
by restoring the Excheguer grant {which
had been ent by $70,000,000 in 1951) te
its original figure. Despite this, the TUC
feels that “it wounld be unreasonable to
oppose some inerease of contributions on
an actuarial basis, in order to secure in-
creased benefits.”

ON. GERMAN. ARMAMENT
C'n the ammment. it Ger_man}a the

* R AT

German Rearmament to Be
‘Debated at TUC Conference

TUC does not adept the chauvinism so
characteristic of discussions on this gues-
tion; it does not distrust Germany. It-
believes that Germany should be rearmed
with guarantees for peace ensured by
collective security pacts.

While recognizing the fear of a re-
surgence of the German -military ma-
chine it peints out that many of these in-
contrel of Germany politically and in.
the trade unions were former inmates of
concentration camps.

“A truly democratic Germany can best
be developed in an international atmos-
phere deveoid of fear and suspicion teo-
ward her. To assume a lack of desire, or
the impotence of the democcratic forces
in Germany is to discourage and diseredit
them.”

“That is the surest way to foster a
resurgence of . . . rabid nationalism or
even to compel therr to find their friends
where and how they.can.”

There iz no doubt that the guestion of
German rearmament will be the most
hotly discussed at the forthcommg TUC
conference.

THREE AMENDMEN“TS

There are three important amend-

ments; .

The Chemical Workers Union'suggests
that employers be made to pay the rail-
way and bus fares of their employees.

The Amalgamated Engineering Union
as part of the powerful Confederation of
Shipbuilding and Engineering Unions
cails for the nationaiization of aircraft,
machine tools, heavy electrical equip-
meit, heavy motor vehicles, mining ma-
chinery and railway wagons,

The Foundry. Workers go . farther.
They have proposed natlonahzatmn of all
industries.

Except for the last thyee proposals,
the . report of the TUC is hardly an in-
spiring documents: Its admonishes a Con-
servative government for looking after
its supporters, It is pleased with the
Conservative’s handling of German re-
armament. Yet ail-in-all, it says nothing
new, propases- nothing, has no perspec-
tive, and waits for an American slump.
Perhaps its suggestion about raising
pensions. is the soundest section of the
report, but unless the.idea is backed: more

~vehemently, it will remain. aﬂoilntm’ a;k '

im: 1 xna,ta ol verhmne
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. subversive. He s, after all,
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tn the Wake of the

Great Madness

Liberal Reactions

To Liberal Leaders

By 1. G. SMITH

The reactions to the political orgy in
Gongress which produced the so-called
“Communist Centrol Act of 1884" have
been extremely varied. They have rensch-

_ ed from Eisenhower’s alleged comment

that thiz bill was the “worst can of
worms” that had ever been handed him
{an observation which, of course, in no
way deterred him from setting his sigia-
ture to it and making it law) to the
vehement protests of the liberal and part
of the labor movement. The most inter-
esting thing about these protests is that
they have net, by and large, sought to
gloss over the fact that the law was
whipped through Congress under liberal
leadership, that it represents the politi-
cal low-point of lberelism in Congress,

" that the fagt that not a single one of the

prominent” Hberal leaders stood wup
against this abemination will remain a

. disgrace to liberalism from now on, ete.

The Chicago Dmly News ed;tona]z?.ed

" on August 18:

"The introducHion of Sen. Humphrey's
bil! is not the first fime that the Demo.
cratlc iiberals have sponsored more re-
pression than the ‘reactionaries’ on the
other side had previously souwght.

“Demacrats like Douglas fought the bl
requiring the registrotion of Communist-
front orgunizations and their members un-
der the McCarron anti-subversive act. But

* in the windup, they facked on a provision -

to create concentrotion gamps whore the
government might lock op everybody sps.
pected of communism |f we appeor to be
in danger of war with a Communist na-
tion. . . .

“Liberaflsm, In I+s noble ard historic
sense, did not hove one spokesman In the
Senate lust week The selfstyled Demo-
crofic liberals could think of no answer to
their detractors except to outdo them in
the sponiofship of repression.”

GROTESQUE DETAILS

On August 20, the New York Post
editorial said, among other things:
"Some of the grotesque detalls of the

: stotute will be discussed kere In detall in

future -days. [The Post, like oll other pa-
pers, was compeled to defer discussion of
the detalls of the bill far of leocst one rea-
son: no one, IHerally no ome, knew ezactly
whdt was in $he bil I ofter Elsenhower
had signed 1+. The confusion in Congress
was such that the leglslators did not know
iust what they had voted in or ouwt The
nowspapermen were nof able to get a true
copy Hlt after it had been slgned . . . and
it is well known thot Elsenhower finds
reading of such heavy moterial an oimost
intolerable strain. But to get beck to Hae
Post editorial—L. G. §.1 ’

"But on prelimirary exomination of the
loose, sweeping longuage employed In de-
firing membership in a proscribed group,

. we think iy Iz questionable whether Hum--

phrey himsolf can avoid reglstration as'a
a vice-chair-
man of Americans for.Democratic Action,
which favors more public housing, more
public health ond mere public pewer—all
Yobjectives’ allegedly sewght by thé Com.
munists dnd therefore plainly within the
scopa of Section 12 of the oct.

"Admittedly . such complexities . mast
awnit further Inquiry, ond conceivably
both. Humphrey ond- Morse can beat the
rap. '

"Whether or not they survive, the legis.

" lafion -they have devised is an .cutrageous

affront Yo free society., H caricatures
everythlug they “have sald To . the past
shout the parils of hyiterio. These frantic
fellows ‘have cbviously yielded ta the wild

political temptation te try fo excel Me-

Carthy. Such nonsense won't disarm their
enemles but i may persuade thelr friends
to yo fishing on election day. . . .

The mention of the ADA in the above
editorial reminds us of the conjectures
about the reaction of that organization
of which, after all, Humphrey is a vice-

chairman, and Lebman a- patron saint, .

in the August 28, igsue of Labor Action.
WHERE WAS LEHMAN?

I'To digress again, for just a moment.
We cannot help bui notice that in the
editorial of the New Yurk Post quoted
above, Lehman’s name is altogether omit-
ted. Humphrev and Morse must seek re-
election in Minnesota:and Oregon, places
where, the: fishing -may hn wmicelient; -but
N Em aorrlﬂa,lm ik oo phinors Ias New

MM&

. paign oraters 4o tatk about

ty of influence among liberals, and where
Lehman also has plenty of influence, the
FPost centers its attaek on Humphrey
and Morse, but does not_mention Lehman
at all. Well AL, G 5.}

The ADA exccutlve committee met
and split right down the middle on
whether to condemn Humphrey and Co.
directly. They then sent Eisenhower a
telegram urging him to veto the bill, but
stating that “ADA’ does not take a poesi-
tion on the question of outlawing the
Communist Party. . . .” The ADA is
against the loose wording of the bill, the
fact that it could be used against non-
Stalinist unions, and the ilke. It advo-
cates the setting up of a commission to
“study the nature of the security prob-
lem presented by this ¢conspiracy and to
review existing law to determine whether
maximum security is being provided and
indivigual liberiy is being protected.”
They end up, these “non-partisan” liber-
als by attacking, not the democratic au-
thors of this repressive legislation, but
the Republican leadership:

“We daplere the fact thal internal se-
curity leglsletion was not broaght before
the Congress eariler In the zession. The
schedefing of sueh politicaly charged leg-
Islation In the closing days of an- election
year session has not been %o the credit
of the Comgressional leadership.™

HUMFPHREY & McCARTHY -

The telegram from the ADA was sign-
ed by Arthur Schlesinger Jr., co-chair-
man of ADA. In his column in the New
York Post for August 22, Arthur Schles-
inger Jr., private citizen, had a few less
rest.iamed words to say about the bill
and its authors;

“In the end, a less sweeping bill was
passed. 'It Is not as strong o blow as
Hubert Humphrey would Hke to have
struck,’ said Hobert Himhprey who, like
McCarthy, Is evidently beginning to refer

* to himselt-in the third person; but he'de.

cided to accept it anyway. 5%, if not
strong encagh for Humphrey or for Wayne

Morse, it is quite strong encugh for a -

Herbert Brownell to use with effect on
some of their friends. ., "

"I+ will be hard for Democrotic cam-
'responsible
opposition’ with o struight face mow. A
fine record on the serfous issues of this
session has largely been kicked away by
a collection of hotheads running witd like
kids ofter their first glass of beer on- ¢
picnic.”

Will these remarks deter Schlesinger,

“or the ADA, from urging laber to con-

tinge to support the Democratic Party,
and within it in the first place these
middle-aged “political children”?

The reactions to this law will continue
to mount, and there will be further ocea-
sion-to comment on their political mean-
ing in future.issues of Labor Action.
This time we ¢lose, however, with a pas-
sage from Murrsy Kempton, Ney York
Post colummnist. Kempton .zeems to have
beer touched to the guick by the actions
of the liberal herves. .In fact, he was 50
touched, that he wrote -almost as {f he
had never been associated with them in

- any way, or at least as if he is breaking

his ties to them forever. Bui let the man
speak for himself:

" . . most of the semators who pushed
the bill threngh appear to be ashamed to
tatk about it yet. . . . But their apologlists
will be around before long, and we can
assume in advance. that they wili be ped-
dling rew! pelitik; That Is as i} should be.

- Real politlk -has ail -but kilted #he liberals

in this comntry, and we might us wet drink
the death brew at the wake. . . .
“Liberal politicians have generally had
a sorry recerd on clvil Hberties. . .. When
you set aside Joe McCarthy,"who s realy
a transient diversion, the recent record of
the Democratic Party on civil libertles is
at least o5 bad as that of the Republicans,
And liberals are its architects. Last year,
-Democratic Nationsl
fired « research man for ne other cause
except membership in a Communist front
i 1937. ...
"These are cowards and | for one would
not argee today that the .Repablic would
be destroyed if they were all retired to
private life tomorrow We had radicals in
Hils counfry once who rated personal sur.
-vivalvery:low in the scule, and wara con-
somediand ore. noWw forgethen. -We had
_fﬂu_-: mu dh‘n. o1 capres, | But Hn-

|'I!n1 -nﬂi:ﬂh.ﬂllﬂrm i
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Chairman - Mitchell

Labor Blows Hot and G old
On Vicious Anti-(P Law

The Advance, official publication of the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers has
come cut with a slashiag attack on the
Humphrey bill cutlawing the Communist
Party. “Many of the senators and repre-
sentatives voting for it have long stood
out as champions of civil liberties. If, us
some observers have suggested they
joined in the stampede for political ex-
pediency, their actions were heinous,”
states an editorial in its Sept. 1 issue.

“Heinous” is a strong word; still, The
Advance is too mild. The record of the
Democratic Party liberals hardly stamps
them as “champions of civil liberties™ in
the past. And in this case, far from hav-
ing “joined in the stampede” they initi-
ated the wild spree. of cutling away at
democracy. Of course, we hail the edi-
torial as a simple, honest, and cerrect
denunciation of the so-called liberals on
this issue. This is a rarc event in a labor
movement which, on matters not. purely
trade union, is content to.whitewash the
mizerable acts of phony Hberals, We are
glad to reprint the editorial in an ad-
joining column.”

Only a few labor.papers, to our knowl-
edge, have already commented on the
unprecented .move against demderacy.
Sad to say, these are nauseatingly non-
committal at best and pitifully apelogetic
at worst. in their customary fzshion.

RELUCTANT REPUBLICANS

The CIO News, on Aungust 23, printed
a purely “news" report which neverthe-
less portrays the Democrats as “sincere

anti.Communist fighters pressing welucts .
ant Republican compromisers forward; °
“Charging that the bill is the cuIrml:Ia-
tion of & very unfortunate situation’ for.
which the Republicans are responsible,

Senator Kefauver warned that the meas-
ure is 50 broadly worded the Justice De-

pariment now can crack down on one-oft |

the major parties if it chooses to do-so.
‘Certain people in the Republican Party)*
he_said, ‘brought this on themselves by
bringing accusations against practlc.ﬂly_

every Democrat’ of softness toward coms

munism,” This Is reported without com-

ment. Apparently the Republicans beag ¥

the real responsibility for the crime.

Why? Because they goaded the Demo—-»._:

crats into commiting it!
The CIO-PAC in

But the CIO Legislative Department im

its latest “Report on Comgress” baidg -

everything down to its most trivial es<
sence. “As a practical matter, the Demuy
crats were fighting to kill the Repubifoan

‘20 years of treason’ charge once and.for

all. Republicans were fighting to retiin

its weekly letter -
simply records a few odd facts about the
bill without hinting at its own opinjom. .

i

F

it.” The implication is clear: our’clever =~

Democrats had a little suceess wlth
smart tactics. S$tfll, none of these IO .
publications is ready to give the Hum-,

phrey bill a clear—cut endorsement.

We have to wait and see what attitude

dominates in the official labor movement :

the =standpoint of Advanse or the apola-in i

wetics of the copyclerks who issue ﬂw
CIO bulletins.

“Advance " on

law.

possibility of a veto.

vamshed then no man is safe.

ki _,-._a._
-:.-.

The Anti-Communist Bl“

The nation and the rest of the world have been treated in re--
cent days with one of the most amazing acts of demagogy any ..
Congress has put on display. Tt pleased the lunatic fringe in
America equally as much as it did the communist world for propa- -°
ganda purposes. it brought only nausea to the saner elements at.
home, and perplexity, if not ocutright {fear, to our friends abroad. *
The sorry spectac?e wag the Senate and the House f{alling all ever --
themselves m a sudden stampede to pass a harsh anti-communist.

Unlike legislation of far lesser importance that is studied and -
debated at times for months on end, the anti-commaunist bill was-
called up without prior warning, rewritten and amended on the ']
floor in such haste that even the proponents were breathiess and | .
for a while uncertain just what the bill actually called for. A jeint. .J
committee subsequently iromed out differences in the Senate and:-
House versions by deciding to outlaw the Communist Party and de-.
clining to make it a criminal offense to be a member. (Ironically,’

" the self-styled communist-hater, Joe McCarthy, voted in the Senate-
against making party membership a felony.)

It should be pointed out that persons close to the president have.
gaid that he has pondered 1mpllcat10ns of the bill, thus posing a'_

Frankly, we are af a loss to understand how the hill traveled
so far without -deféat. Many of the senators and representativeg
voting for it have long stood out as champions of civil libesties!
I, as some observers have suggested, they joined in the stampede
for political expediency,.their actions were heinous.

We do know, however, that the bill, as it now stands, ‘IS a
severe blow at. civil liberties—the freedom of speech, of thought, :
of assembly as all Americans are guaranteed by our Constltutagn
If the Kremlin itself had written the legislation it could not have
done a better job of stripping the citizenry of its freedom. In faet,”
the anti-communist bill has all the elements of police-state thought-
control as practiced behind the Iren Curtain. And it drags Ameriea,
to which the free-world looks for democratic leadership, further
away from the principles of democracy upon which we have built.

In the last few years, we have warned repeatedly that our coun-
try, stirred and -harassed-by a lanatic fringe of professional fag
wavers, was moving rapidly toward the crogsroads of Ainerica’s
future, We have now arrived-at that point. Will it be along the
road of restrictions on freedom? If so, no individual, no greup, no
organization will be safe.frem more and more laws outlawing therm,
We, who have vigorously fought communism and totalitaridnism
in all its forms, choose the road of democracy, for once freedom hasg .

-ﬂédwanqe .organ of the Amalgamated Glnsthmg Workers:
ik &mr:lr-'.r, Beprtembe: ] 1954, 5
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BOOK and Ideas.

F. D. Roosevelt:
“The Patrician

By MICHAEL HARRINGTON

The central figure in the mythology of
American liberalism is, of course, Frank-
U1 Roosevelt. He is seen as a social revo-
lutionary {albeit not a radieal), as a
‘.lat.t.er-day Jackson in Arthur Schlesing-
er's version of the Tennessee president,
However, a dissenting opinion has now
been made avaiiable with the re-issue of
Richard Hofstadter’s The American Po-
litical Tredition in a 93-cent Vintage

Book edition published by’ Alfred A.‘

Knopf. .
Hofstadter’s portrait of Roesevelt is

" the last in a series of studies of Ameri-
. ean

political persenalities  {Jefferson,
Lineeln, Wilson, etc.}. The chapter is
subtitled “The Patricizn as Opporiun-
ist.”™ And the major point in the interpre-
tation is that Roosevelt had no ideology,
except an assumed pro-capitalism, no
conception of himself as a revolutionary
of any sogt, and that ultimately the con-
tradictory complex of ideas referred to
as the “New Deal” were incapable of
solving the problems of domestic crisis
just as Roosevelt’s benevolemt imperial-
ism failed in foreign policy.

In domestic polley, Hofstadter sees
Rovsevelt as the architect of two "New
Douls.” The first was roughly confined to
the firsé term. "1t was a serles of impro-

- wisations, many odopled very suddenly,

many comtradictory. Such a unity as [t had

- was In politisel stretegy, not as eco-

nomics.” The maln elements of this phase
of the Roosevelt progrom were the NRA

" and the AAA. Hofstadter writes of them,

"Reform elements and hamane measwres of
immedlate relief were subsidiary fo the
orgenived and subsidited searcity odve-
cated by the Chamber of Commerce, the
Farm Bureow Federation, and the Mational
Grange, and inrcarnated In the NRA and
the AAA. These great ngenmcies, the core
of the first Mew Deol . . . embodies the

_ retrogressive ldea of recovery through

scarciy.” 4

The NRA wmvas, of course, a system of
legalized monopoly geared to *high prives
and low production.” In the Jiberal myth-
ology, one of its most vaunted features

. i3 Section T{a) which guaranieed the

right of coliective bargaining. One can
easily discount the liberal theory that
Section 7¢a) “organized”’ the American

labor movement. But even more interest-

ing is Hofstadter’s account of Roosevelt's
aetual attitude toward this piece of legis-
lation.

COMPANY UNIONISM

pletely compatible with company union-
igm, individual bargaining and the open
shop. In aclual administration, General
Hugh Johnson and Donald Richberg used
the law for anti-labor purposes, and

Roosevelt's last appointee was a “notori-’

ous foe ef labor,” S, Clay Williams. By
1933, even the AFL was at the end of iis
tether. Hofstadter quotes a New York
Timeg dispatch of February 3, 1935
headlined, “Labor Unions Break with the
New Desl.” The article reported that la-
bor leaders were “almost in despair ®f
making headway toward union recogni-
tion in the face of powerful industrial
mberes!.s and an unsympathetic admmls-
tration.”

However, during 1935 several important
events occurred, The NRA was declared
unconstitutional. Mooy Long wos makmq
headway with his "share the wealth” cam-
palgn. Roosevelt responded to this s'rfu_c-
tinn of his owa political bankruptcy by
-starting the "second” New Dpal and add-

- % od the Wogner Act and o progressive in-
oxome tox to his program. About the oply
- Hhing left of the first Maw Deal was the
" 'AAA, o program of controlied {carcily
! oad favoritism to the big farmer.

Hofstadter reports an interesting bit
of history concerning the Wagner Act.
It bad not been a “Roogevelt” picce of

' legisiation; For more than a year it had

failed to gain his support. Hofstadter

. quotes ‘Frances Perkins as saying that
" Roosevelt “was hardly consulted about

it,” and that “it did not particularly ap-

 peal to him when it was described to
. him He was
S pro-labor administrative decisions which
-were reached under it. Yet it became the

“startled” at zome of the

- A l.abor Action sub Is $2 a year
O et HEVERY weekl
LaTi ; CHEREE - i e

A Look Back at
as Opportunist”

politieal dynamic of the second New Deal,
and Roesevelt then described it as “a
good dewmocratic antidote for the power
of big business."”

THE *37 SLUMP
"Early in 1937, the business index had

climbed almost to 1929 levels. The Fed-

eral Reserve tightened credit and Roose-
velt called for economy; the WPA roles
wera cut in half. {(Roosevelt believed in
the halanced budget.} The result of this
hresk in pump-priming was s depression.
The “consumption recovery” had not
selved the basie crisis. At this point.,
Roosevelt was forced into a pragmatic
Keynswnhm which he finally admitled
in his budget messppe of 1940. He also
returned to that hoary device of Ameri-
can progressiviam: trust-busting.

Hofstadter choracterizes the situation:
"Roosevelts sedden and desperate appeal
to the anclent #rust-busting device, to-
gether with hls fullure in the fall electlons
of 1938 to purge the conservatlve ele-
ments_Ie his party. dugured the political
bankruptcy of the New Decl” In his An-
nual Message to Congress on January 4,
1939, Rocsevelt daclared -the crisls to be
over. "What would have happened,” Hof-
stadier asks, "te the political fortuaes of
Frankiin D, Reosavelt if the war kad eot
. created @ new theater for his leadership?™

Thus Hofstadler on the New Deal:
two phases, one overtly reactionary, the
idea of “recovery through scarcity,"” the
other containing some progressive meas-
ures (TVA), pro-labor to a certain ex-
tent, yet inspired almost cornpletely by
political expediency, and ultimately, in
the face of the continuing economic
crisis, bankrupt. The liberal mythologers
could prefit by reading this essay.

In treating of Roosevelt's foreign pol-
icy, Hofstadter is rather brief. Yet his
controlling image, of the “Patrician as
Opportunist” continues, this time with
regard to imperialism. For exampie, it
is true that Reosevelt expressed a cer-
tain sympathy with the colonial peoples.
{“1f only we had followed him on Indo-
¢hina,” say the liberals, “we wouldn’t be
in this mess.””y Yet, 2z Hofstadter points
out, this attitude was not unmixed, and
cone of its elements was a desire for a
“benevolent” imperialism in which Amer-
ican business would gain the upper hand.

SILKEN-CHAIN THEORY
Thus it _was that Roosevelt, in tho

) " midst of the war, sought for American
" business concessions in Morocco. This
To begin with, Section 7(a) wasg com-.

kind of attitude iz somewhat similar to
that which [ay behind the Marshall Plan
and the-early “idealistic™ phase of Point
Four. It is & silken<hain theery, yet the
chains are there nevertheless.

This "is Hefstadter's summary: "Reose-
“veit appears to have balieved that the ruth.
less Imperialism of the older colonfal pow-
ers might be replaced by a liberal and
benevolent American penetration Yhat

wouid be of advontuge both to the nao-.

tives and to American cemmerce."” This
waos the practical, herd-headed, un-soclal-
revolutionory Roosevelt speaking, the ene

* who ls left out of the liberal mythology

and whe told his dector, "What helps is
that Statin Is the only man | have $o con-
vince. Joe doesn't worry about o congresy
or a puarilament. Ha's the whole works."”
One " passage of Hofstadter's which
characterizes Roosevelt’s imperialism
“could be transposed to the liberal notion
-of Point Four. “All this seemg character
istic—the quick synipathy with the op-
pressed colonials, the ideal of libaration
and welfare, and vet the calculating in-
texest in American advantage. Just as
the Chamber of Commerce’s NRA idea
nad been ciothed in the language of the
liberal social planners . . . 30 a new
American g¢ongueest of world markets
might well go forth under the banner of
international welfare work.”
Hefstadter’s final sumvoation is his at-
tempt -to balance all of these elements.
After conceding the good which Roose-
velt did, he writes, it would be fatal to.
rest conient with his bleief in personal
benevolence, personal arrangements, the
sufficiency of good intentions and menth-
to-month improvisation, without trying -
‘to achjeve a more inclusive and system-
atic conception of what i3 happening in
the world.™ )
.. And this could wrell be an epitaph for
American Iiberalismt today. An epitaph
-hecduse, though'the Great Father is. gone,
hiz ﬁlndhmeﬁ‘h! hlJthupt;ar hM I:lugl;lnll.-
béhited T

Lib.- Dem Deal — —

{Continued from poaa 1)

claims for proper recognition with-
in the Democratic alliance, from
their point of view; in light of
their general policy to.accept what-
ever the Democrats dish out on a
national and state scale? Thus,
their reward was in line with their
policy : the Democrats condescend-
ed to endorse Harold Baer, Liberal
Party stalwart and chairman of its
Municipal Affairs Committee, for
one of two vacancies on the City
Court bench,

In return, the Liberals endorsed
most of the Democratic candidates
for the State Senate and Assembly,
as well as most of the state-wide
posts. The Bronx Democrats, fol-
lowing the policy set by their Jate
boss, Edward J. Flynn, refused to
permit Liberal endorsement of
their local candidates, forcing the
Liberals to run their own candi-
dates again.

YIGOROUS DEBATES

In Queens, where the Democratic
Party is split by a powér fight
against its present leader, James
A. Roe, the Liberals endorsed most-
ly anti-Roe Democrats. Several
vigorous debates within the vari-
ous county commitiees reflected
many questions and doubts about
the Liberal policy. In some in-
stances liberal Republicans were
endorsed rather than “reaction-
ary” Demotrats while in other in-
stances, independent Liberals were
nominated despite county leaders’
objections.

In o few other cases, Republi-
cans were endocsed (Javits in
Washington Heights) and in still
fewer cases, desperation drove the
Liberals #o run their own men, un-
able to find an acceptable Demo-

_crat or Republican candidate. By

and large, however, the Liberals
are supporting the Democratic.
candidates. Another bone tossed to
the Liberals: some of these candi-
dotes have cagreed to list them-
selves, if elected, as Democrat-
Liberal.

This Democratic-Liberal coahflon was
forged without any -discussion either im
the rank and file of the Liberal Party or
even in the eounty committees. Too often
the asserably clubs held no disenssions
at ail on the locsl candidates and received
their orders from abové. Even the county
cormimittees, nominally meeting te vote on
the ‘nominations, were often faced with
the sifuation that Liberal leaders had al-
ready proclaimed the party poliey with
respect to the candidates and were
scarcely in a position to -freely discuss
candidates, )

This undemocratic procedure Js in
sharp contrast to last year’s pre-nomina-
tion discussion about mayoralty candi-
dates, At that time club meetings and
city-wide meetings werve called 'to sound
out rank and file seitiment onr Halley—

an excellent inngvation that should have

heen continued.
®

Labor L‘euder's Politics

A significant intervention on the part
of labor leaders took place with respect
o the Democradic consideration of the
candidate for lieutenant governor. Qwer
twenty union leaders from both the' AFL
and the CIO called on the Democratic
Party leaders meeting in New York City

to urge the nomination of Charleés Hals '

toran, Fire Commisstonter of Buffalo, for

that post. The nomination of a labor
leader iike Halloran, they pointed cut to
the Democrats, would help them win the
backing of over 3 millien untonists in
the state.

Thls unusual actlor brought together
leuding officials of the state AFL and Ci0O,
Inctuding Harold Hamover, secretary-
treasurer of -the state AFL; Josephk Ma-
lony, United Steel Workers S$tate Diree-
tor; James Burke, Rochester AFL Cooneii
President; Joseph Tuvim, Ilaternctional
Ladies Garment Workers Union: and
Charles Kerrigon, UAW regional director.

These labor leaders were politely re-
ceived by the Democrats and pelitely in-
formed that their request would be sub-
mitted to the proper authorities and duly

rocessed. While thére is no chance of

alloran’s nomination, this action is a
harbinger of what united political action
along independent -labor lines could do.
These same forces, united not for some
episodie purpoze like begging the Demo-
crats {o name one of their men on the
Democratic ticket, but for the purpose of
using their strength and influence to run
their own men on their own ticket could
mobilize nol only .their three million
unienists but millions more.

ROSE ASKS UMNITY

It is equally significant that while
these labor leaders were calling on the
Democrat leaders, hat in hand, Alex
Roge, addressing the convention of the
Luggage and Handbag Workers Union,
called on them and other trade unions to
Join the Liberal Party and unite their
political strength as they -have on the
economic field.

Rose wutilited the occasion to extend a
public invitation to the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers Union, CIOQ, which had
been a strong. factor In the American
Labor Party before the CP caplured the
ALP, to re-visoclate [helf with other
neadle trade unions in the Liberal Party
and buolid a streng political front. Rose
urged the political allionce of labor be-
fore the reacticnary cottacks on it and
urged affiliobion to the Liberal Party.

Louis Holiander answered Rose st a
raceting of the Amaleamated’s largést
board, Local 25, by denying that the time
WA NowW rlpe” for independent political
action by laber. Such action, he argued,
must be on & large seale to be effective
and must embrace all of labor; other-
wise, it 15 “political ghettoism.” Hollan-
der contended that the policy of labor
weorking within- the Demecratic Party
was a great success and as proof pointed.
to the election of Mayor Wagner in 1963
in New York and the “extent that the
Democrats give ear to the demands of
the unions.”

CHEAP PAYMENT -

“Giving ear" is cheap enough payment
for the veomen service performed by the
Hollanders in mobilizing labor behind
the Demoerats, Would Hollander, on the
trade union fleld, point with satisfaction
to the fact that the employers “give ear”

* to the uaion demands? Doesn't he prove

the validity and power of his mnion by
the concrete realization of their demands
in pay raises, improved conditions, and
other economic bénefits? Why not apply
the same yardstick te the political fieid?

As for ripeness,” the Amaigomaied
was pot always its present size, At one
time, I+ was proud of I#s reputation as a
ploreer in fighting for the Interests of la-
bor and achieving "firsts" in the fieid of
oconomlc benefits. That honor now awalts
Nieﬁmu!qumohd. as well as ether unions,
in the field of tha political advancement
of labor,

As for “political ghettoism,” that is
the last thing labor need fear once it
decides to foresake the hack-alleys which

lead only fo the servanis’ entrances of .-

the mansions ¢f the Democratic Party,
and to strike out on the broad highway
of the formation of its own political or-
ganization. After all, is i not irue that
the interests of labor are the interests of
‘the great mass of the American people,
and that this mass will recognize that
thelr interests are being truly represent-
ed when labor frees itself of its service
bondage to a political machine which
represents corruption and exploitation?

/ - .

it

NOT IN THE HEADLINES cene

A year's subseription to LAIOR ACTION brings-you -a living, socm!‘si

analysis of aews and views on labor, socialism, mlnoniy gmps.

. nnjionul cmd worl;l: lwli’hfv'ﬁhm

S}«Wu yonr. AR




September 6, 1954

- Publlshed by the YOUNE SOCIALIST LEAGUE

—— T ————— e TR T T
e = > - H -,

et L

I | o= e -

FIVE CENTS

~On Teaching “Communism” in Our Schools §ehoo/ Segregatlon Battle

PROFESSOR HOOK 'PERFORMS
- “R RITUAL OF SILENCE”

By EDWARD HILL

It is indeed rare these days that an
anti-war socialist finds himself in agree-
ment with what Professor Sidney Hoeok
says. For Hook, moere than any other
American liberal or social-democrat, has
been the idevlogue of the eapitulation to
the witchhunt and the reactionary de-
mands of American foreign policy in the
cold war.

Yet there is little to which exception
can be made in Professor Hook's article
in the New York Times Magazine See-
tion {August 29, 1954) “Should Our
Schools Study Communism?” What Hook
gays is, on the whole, good, the call for a
free, dempcratic understanding of the
nature of Stalinism. But with what Hook
does mol say, with his silence about the
reality of the proposal, the socialist must
quarrel. For this article, in failing to
take inte acecount the actual situation in
the United Stales, renders itself utopian,
or ritualistie, to use 2 Hookian term—
and worse, illusory, for it fosters the no-
tien that these kinds of propesals are
still possibie in the very unritualistic
United States of 1854,

The tuke-off point for ‘Hook's article
was the resolution of the American CHi-
zenship Committee of the American Bar
Assoclation (reported on previously In
Challonge] calling for the study of Com-
munism in the American school. The House
of Delegates of the ABA tabled the pro-
posal. of course. Hook sets himself the
task of discuasing its wisdom. Should cur
schools study commenism His answer i3
@ resounding, Yes.

WHO SHOULD TEACH

Hook's arguments as to why Commu-

- nisnd should be iaught ate predictable,

and, on the whole sound, “Halred and
fear of Communizm &re not encugh. For

they cannct tell us what to do to mest.

threats and reduce fears.” It should be
noted in passing that this edueational

purpose is advocated by Hook in the con- -

text of agreement with American policy
in the cold war, i.a,, it is t0 preserve the
‘“free world.” Yet it is sti]l a pesition
with which the sogialist ean sympathize,
dispating the partfeular political as-
sumption upoen which Hook bases it

On the question of who should teach tha
coarse in the theory of communism, Hook

- is agaln on solid grownd, “The only quali-

ficationt for teaching obout communism
are intimate fomillarfty with the subjoct-

- maotter, pedagogic ikitl, ond respect for

the #ruth.” Me specifically interdicts the
nofion of a propagondo course. and even
adds, "M moy be hord to swallow, but the
teachers must be ¥ree to recognize the
truth evea when the Communists say i,
rore as those occosens are. Commanism
pretends that it carries to fulGliment the
valld ideals of other soclul philosophies.
One should recognlze the volidity of these
ideas and ther examine the extent to
whick the Commuonists have fived wp to
them or betrayed them.”

This is, of course, an extremely sound
method of treating Stalinism. It reveals
Hook’s social-demeeratie leanings espe-
cially in its eall to recognize the “wvalidity
of these ideas,” of conceiving Sialinism

"as a betrayer of socialism and democracy

rather than their heir. Such a position
would only he taken by one in some kind
of syrmpathy with the idess which the
Stalinists have betrayed. Agam, we are
in sympathy with Hook.

But then this is even more particular-
ized by the author of Teward the Under

-gtanding of Karl Marz, and From Hegel

to Sforx. He writes, “The study of Com-

.munism should teach students the world

of difference between democratic social-

-ist regimes, which can be our staunchest

allies against: Bolahevism, and’ Commu-

. pist. regimes,-open- or disguised in the

:I'nnn of l_mEJitlon, They ghiould learn

day in practice follow ideas which Marx
spent almost a’lifetime in attacking”

DEFENSE OF MARXISM

Given the inevitable bias—socialist re-
gimes are good partly because they can
become “our” allies against “Bolshe-
vism"—ihis is still fundamentally sound.
I am especizlly glad to see Hook masake
the public defense of Marxism which he
does here. Some liberals could profit by
this reference of an unimpeachable sup-
porter of the United States in the coid
War.

All well and good In what tho article
says. But what obout whot it does not
say? In socialist terms, the "utoplan” has
alwoys been the one whbo produces the
rearonable blue-print without any refer.
ence to the actual conditions, social for-
ces, real possibliities, etc. And here, In his
thunderows silence, Hook has the clyssical
qualifications of a ubopian, He has pro-
duced a relotively reasonable, Intelligent
and democratic propesal which showid be
adopted. He refralns from mentioning thot
this adoption is, in the coatext of #he
American scene foday, impossible.

Where are the schools going to get an
atmosphere of such a nature that *“the
only qualifications for teaching about
Communism ~are intimate familiarity
with the subject-matter, pedagogic skill,
and respect for the truth!’? Quite a few
members of the Young Socialist Leapue
have qualifications. Would they be al-
lowed to teach about Stalinism? What
would happen; teday, if & teacher started
talking about those areas where the Com-
muonists have the truth?

IN WHAT COLLEGES?

But even mere pertinently, where
could & teacher defend Marx from the
abomination ¢f the Stalinists? The col-
teges 'in which this is still possible are
limited, Ang in the case of high achools
and grammar schools, how many places

ar¢ there where a teacher can mention’

Marx without parenthetically noting that
he beat up little children?

Te what extent com we take o mon serl-
ously who offers a plan which §s In con-
tradiction to the sccial poasibility which
he faces? Yet 14 is obvlous that Profeisor
Hook cannmot be dismissed o3 Igaorant. His
silektce must have -another source. And
here, one need pot go far. Sidney Hook I
commited to the empivical view that the
fury of the witchhunt is the invention of
the "ritoaliste liberals.” Excesses, he will
admit. But the deep, fundomental move-
ment of Amerlcan society awdy from even
bourgeels freedoms he canmot recognire,
If he would recognize this process. his
whole obtitude of support for the Amerk
¢an war camp would have to be re-exam-
ined. ‘And then, who knows what woald
happen? ’ .

This Is nowhere more vigibie than in
one sentence in this articie. Hook writes,
“Timid souls who fear the effect of teach-
ing about Communism should, te¢ be con-
sistent, ingist that all stody of the mod-
epn world be dropped from the curncu-
lom—which 1o one- zeally proposes
“"Which no one really proposes,” Profes-
sor Heok? The lunatie vight-wing which
iz currently riding the crest of the reac-
tion proposes exsctiy that. The refusmal
of the American Bar Association to take
up the proposal is one more example of-
such a direction. The attacks on libra-
ries, viilification of UNESCO, firing of
teachers (see an article elsewhere on this
page for the latest incident), are moving
-precisely in that direction. In the reat
and waritualistic world of America, 1964,

- the modern world is stili tanght, huat less

and less.
Silenca about these facts has become &

" ritual with' Professor Hook, Unéil he

.speaks out on them, we cannot take his
- proposily sarisdsly., We mist charicter-

L e them. s gtopisn—pr zather, ritunlis-. .
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Has Just Got

The decision by the United States Supreme Court banning segre-
gating in public education was historic. Yet at the same time, it cre-
ated tremendous problems. 8o far the court has not formed the imple-

"menting decrees, but this fall, the actual working out of integrated edu-
cation will begin in Arkansas, West Virginia, Misgouri, Maryiand, Dela-
ware and the District of Columbia.

In the other Southern states, nothing is being done untll the court -
formulates its decrees. In some of them, die-hard racists are moving to
abolish the system of public education rather than submit fo integra-
tion. However, a recent United Press story (of August 28) gives an
interesting account of the problems being faced in these states wluch 5
are beginning to do away with segregation.

In some cities, the plans for lntegratlon have been made publlc

without a hitch. In Wilmington,
Delaware, for instance, the pro-
gram is being confined to elemen-
tary schools, but transfers to the
school of the parent's choice will
also be permitted. -

It West Virginia, six out of Bfty-five
countes have full Integraton scheduled
for this fall, I+ was in thls state that the
first public demonstrations agolnst inte.
gration occurred. At a meeting of the
Board of Education ot Phillppl (the his-
tarical ondalogue is ironic even H ¢olnci-
dental)fi police were colied ocut. The par-
ents of tweive white children gisigned 4o
a predominantty Negro grode school were
among these present. The meeting finally
ended withont any violence, but ¥he board
bocked down in a secret meeting and os-
sigaed the ‘itwelve children te  white
schools. Still, integration In' arcas where
thare had been no protest wos offirmed by
the same boaord.

In Washingion, D. C & general inte-
gration program is acheduled for ‘the
opening of the school year. Students en-
tering school for the first time will at-
tend the school in the zone¢ where they
live. And about 3000 Neggro pupils are

- Another Breach of
Academic Freedom

Challenge has reported previous-
Iy on the academic freedom cases
at the TUniversity of Michigan.
Thege recently came t6 a head. Two
of the suspended professors were
dismisseéd, and oné re-inatated.

The critericn used by the Univer--
sty was two-fold: (a) refusal te
testify $0 a House subcommittee
headed by the notorious Kit Clap-
dy; (b)Y refusal to diseuss politics
with the University officials. Pre-
fessor Clement L. Markert, who re-
fused to talk to the commitiee, ad-
mitted past Stalinist connections to
the university officials, He was re-
instated.

But Professors Mark Nickerson, of
the medical school and Dr. H.
Chandler Davis, a. mathematcs -
structer, were ficed. In the case of
Davis, it was maode clacr that the
speclfic reason was his refuzal fo
discuss ks politics with fhe schoo!
authorities. Professar Mark Nichar-
son was rewarded the Johs Abel
Award of $1000 In 1949 for "the
mest oulstanding work in the United
Sfotes” in the field of pharmacol-
ogy.

The Young Socialist Leagne has
always insisted that academic com-
petence ghould be the scls criterien
for hiring and firing in -a univer-
sity. If & teacher's Stalinism makes -
him a bad. teacher, then he should
be fired for his incompetence, not
for his. pelitics. Im the available

- reports on the Michigan lnetémt
it appears that the firings grew out-
of extra-academic comduct, fe, re-

grounds. As such, we can only. re.. |
. gard -this. ay  another- b,meacl;; of :_-;
mdeml\:: Imldq

" ed that all Southern school boards will

. tary integration could we]l have a tre.-
-, fusal to. testify .am const)rutmnal .

Under Way
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being transferred to formerly a}l~whita- i
schools. According te the school superin<
tendent, integration in the District of
Columbia "will be complete by 1955.

PROGRESSIYE STEPS

Theze are ¢bviously progressive staps,
It is heartening that thue far there has
been neo wviolence—although the nlaces
which have begun integration are not.
“deep” Bouth. Yet the report on St. .
Louis, Missouri, emphasizes the limited
nature of the integration program, pro-
gressive step as it ls.

In St. Louis, intagration will begin where
It will be most easy, and most effective,
The two teochers' colleges are 1o be com-~
bined on one coampus {which hud been alt
white). The plan Is to work down throongh
the endire school system with integration -
complete In the fall of Y955, There s o -
precedent In St, Louis where Ceatholiz -
parechlal schaols were unzegregated sev-
eral yeors aogo by Archbithop Jo&eph :
Ritter.

Yet, with the exception of the teachers’
college, the St. Louis plan will be a¢~ -
cording to zones. Integration will be eon--
sidered accomptished when chiidren are 3
able to go to schoo! in the area in which

e

they live. In 8t. Leuis, and in most |
Bouthern cities, this places a tremendous 2
limitation on the possible effectiveness - e |
" of the integration program. ; “
ZONING AND THE GHETTO ' - . °

For in the cities of the Seuth, the Ne~
gro lives in a ghetio, and school zoning .
will, in many cases, result in segregated
sehools beeause of the practical segrega-
tion of housing, It ¢can hardly be expect- -

refuse to follow the example of so many
of their Northern colieagues who hawve
conveniently drawn residence zuning
lines =0 that they conform io the ghette
boundaries rather than cut across them.
From this viewpolnt,
it its impossible o conceive of the inte-
grution of one area of life a3 o cemplete
victary over racism. Rea) educational ine
tegraton can oaly become meoningful = -
with mtegration In all other areas of life,

. particulerly housing end employment. Un-

HI these ghettoes are destroyed, the proc-
ess. will. remuln Incompiete—oar worse,
grotesqae.

For what bappens in these Southem
cities when a Negro child who has ex-
perienced integrated education gradwv=:-~ |
ates? Will this mean a graduation baek - ,
into segregation? A return to the ghetto it
after a youthful fling with eguality? It
is ohvious that such a situation could
have profound effect on the child subject~ -

ed to it. Again, it highlights the paradex ~ 1

-of fragmented integration in ar area of =~ . 0

society whith is  still fundamentally '

racist. 1y .i‘r H
Yet these objections have been obv:ouaf, g

for a long time. What is important iz’ g
that, so far, the violence which wmddy
feared has not materinlized: A real-effort =7 °
in the border states to accomplish volun- .° =

=
mendons conséquence as a precedent for . -
the more-dificult task involvéd when the : 7

compulsory decrees come down- Limited ;J»_:;_-.

s the SIECRSS. ngg.gf_:be an impoptant #Hes
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LABOR ACTION

. MENDES-FRANCE:

MAN ON A TIGHTROPE

Neutralist-Stalinist-DeGaullist Coalition Killed EDC,
But Premier Cannot Rule France With Their Support

By A. STEIN

The great debate on the EDC Treaty has
finally begun in the French National Assembly.
In the heal of the battla, tremendous pressures
from the oulside world are being brought to
bear on the French parliamentary struggle now
unfolding. The myth about the right of a peo-

“ple to make its decisions free of. unwarranted
_outside interference has been conveniently for-
. Eotten.

From the United States, Adlai Stevenson, the
-Democratic Party’s 1952 presidential candidate,
-has sent an urgent message to Premier Mendes-
France. Stevenson has informed the French
spremier that the American people, its govern-
-ment, and both major political parties stand
runited in favor of the EDC treaty, since it wil
~gnable the “Western Democracies” to more ef-
fectively defend themselves. {Why haan’t Ste-
wenson ever expressed himself as strongly in

favor of France's granting freedom to her colo-
«fies ¥ Wouldn’t this contribuie a thousarnid times

“more than EDC to the strengthening and exten- -

"aion of democracy throughout the world?)

‘Churchlli and his Conservalive ruiing party
In Great Britain hove refected any revision in
"the freaty and demanded thot France sign “or
eise.” And from Western Germany, the Chris-
.Hion Democratic Party of Chancellor Adenauer
“has cailed on Mendes-France to “sove Eurepe”
‘by supporting the treaty In its original form.

On the other side of the fence, Russia has
*spoken through her satellite, Poland, offering
‘France a mutual security pact against future
(German aggression, if the EDC pact is defeated,

“Political Turning-Point

_ There can be no doubt the ontcome of the de-
bate will mark a turning point in contemporary
world politics. On it depends the entire design
of Americen political and military strategy in
‘Furope and Asia. In that strategy France was
"to have provided the staging ground and re-
.serves for the European army, while Western
~Germany contributed the armored -shield: and
‘gpear pointed sf Russia’s Eastern Earope.
"Should the treaty go down fo defesat, the strate-
gy of withdrawal from Europe, of nee-isola-
tionifm, will receive a mighty impulse in Amer-
dcan politics and military thinking.

Despite the eicitement tha® surrounds +he
French debate, the parliamentary struggle was
“An a very recl sense a shadow play, a mere for-
amalily. The fate of the treaty was acluadlly set-
Hed -when Prémidr Mendes<France travelsd to
‘the Brussels Meeting of the six forelgn minlsters
4o propose his drastic amendments. These revi
f-ﬂons were designed to destroy the supransa-
djonat-charocter of the West European Army.
‘By this' act, 'Metdes-Franea placed himsel In
Ahe eamp-of the anti-EDC forces in the National
“Assembly, And én his return from Brussels and
Jhls unsuccesstul visit with Churchill, Mendes-
France further solidarized himself with this
. ‘coalition by forcing the debate on the treaty

. -to beqgin. The failure of EDC was finally assured
' “when Mendes-France stated he would not stake
+he future of his regime on the cutcome of the
‘vote on this issue. By refusing to demand a vote
w¢ confidence on the treaty, the premier ¢leared
‘away the last obstacle in the path of the "nou.
tralist" coalition in Yhe Assembly, For this ¢oal)-
+on commands the majority needed to defeat

*"i:l'lll_e tieaty either by postponement or an imme-

«diate show of hands.-And now the “neutralists™
~cgn administer a erushing and fisol blow %o EDC

*withont precipitatiag a parllamentory crisis

Tand forcing Mendes-France to resign. -
A
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French armed forces, nor cense demanding the right to
an unlimited veto in the EDC's Counell of ‘Ministers.
While the first demand secures Franch military “sover-
eigniy,’” the second denies it permanantly to West Ger-
many. - .

Were Mendes-Froace to moke such o facesarving con-
cession to certain pro-irevty mearbers In his cabinet and
the "Assombly, i would be because more is involved 'In
the preosent parliomentary debate than the EDC ireaty.
The pre-EDC coolition may not hove the strengih to force
ratthication of the treaty, bwt B cas bring ahowt the
downfall of Mendes-Fronce in the Immediate. fuwlure on
other-ivsves, What is therefore aho of stoke is the fulure

‘of Mendes-France and hls program of “netlonsal renova-

Hon,"

The “neutralist” mujority in the Assembly will sup-
port the pramder in defeating the treety in its prasent

form. But this same coalition is nok committed to sup-,

porting Wl demestic program. The largest groapings in
this strange political coalition are the totalitarian Stal-
inistz and the dissident followers of the acthorftarign
De Gaullee The Stafinisty vefused fo vote for giving
Mendes-France broad, wndefined, docree powers Lo eitrry
out hiz econcmic progrum. At least half the Gaullistz
are hostila to the premizr’y concilintory attitude toward
the pationalists in the French North Afriea colonies.

Need Each Other Badly

Te carry out his program of domestic and celomial
reforms Mendes-France must have the support of the
left-wing of the Popular Republican {MRP, the Catho-
Yic center party), and the Mollet wing of the Seoislist
Parig. But both these groups are firn adherents of the
EDC treaty. How can they justify their continued sup-
port to the premier before their foilowers when Mendes-
France has in effect become the standard bearer Ln fox-
eign affairs of the enemies of tho Fourth Republic—
the Stalinists and the De Gaulisiz? To allow these
groups to beaat & graceful reireat, Mendes-France may
adopt u Fape-saving formuls on the treaty which they
would gladly accept.

For the truth is, they n¢ed Mendes-France as much ac
he needs fthem. They fcoh upon the preamler as the savilor
of the decayed ond crisls-ridden Fonrth Republic, the
architect of a future Freach “New Deol.” The fear which
hounts both the supporters as well g3 the opponents of
the EDC treaty is that If Mendés-Franee folls, H parlia-
mentary democracy shows jtseH incapable of solving uny
problem which corfronts the country, the Fowrth Repub-
lic I1ts6)f moy be put to the queston. Like o certaln French
king, Mendes-Fronce can say: “after me e floed.”

Not leng ago, the conservative paper, Le Monds,
dramatically declared, “We are not vet back to 1935,
hut we arve approaching 1934 And while still a depuoty,
“Mendes-France tose on more than one oceasion 10 wern
the National Assembly that “we are in 17387 {f we cast
aside the historical mask which the French are fond of
assuming in their political debatas, we find & simple
diagnosis: paralysis iz not & form of political life. The
politick of postponement followed by the Right-Centex
coalition which has ruled Franee gince 1261 has not led
to the postponement of polities, but its” aggravation.
Either the ersafz parhamentary democracy will resolve
the burning issues which rend Fronch society or it will
he shattered in the process.

Porliomeniory democracy presupposes o sobd secial
and pollHeol bose In the middie-clars ond sections of the
worhers. Yot it is thete vary closses who are toeday is
revelt agolnst the state, that s the Fourth Repubile.
Without tie supperd of the small farmer, the shopkeeper,
the imafl businessman, ond the better-pald workers [+ is
impossible for the bourgooisle 4o contnue to govern
through the mechanism of parliomentery democracy., Such
s +he cose in Fronce today.

The First Shock

The first shoek tame last August when the workers
of the Sovialist Feres (uwriere and the Catholie CFTC
employed in the nationalized industries rose up apan-
tanepesly in revolt against the Luniel decrees wwhich
threatenad the pensions of state empleyees. The second
shock came in late August snd Qctober of 1952 when
the farmers followed in the foetsteps of the workers
and took direct action to enforce fheir demands for
povernment subsidies and price supports. The revelt of
the farmar in the countryside has its counterpart in “a-
civic” sprrit of the urban lower and medium middle-
class, of the shopkeeper, merchant and petty industyial-
ist. These social strata aré in peymanent revolt against
the altempt of the government to effect sericus tax re-
forms snd end their wholesale evasion ‘of tax payments,

The major portion of the fox burden is barne hy fhe
worklng elass, oad since this revenus is msufliclent, the
state must resort {o the poisonous device of the budget-
ory deficit. Against the virgs of lafloHon bred by this
‘diseased coadi#for, thoie some claswes have oaly one
defense: higher prices. Bzt givam ibe poverty of the
mazses in France, this loads jn fwrn +o o conbracHon of
production and once more inflgtian,

As the stagnotion and declive of the economic -rystem

“Grovs fmore-intense, each:soeRil’ Ehiss end layer seukito’
protect heste -ad divecty e Tary 8ge

e fary

inteqration is reflected In the fragmentation and disinfe-
gration of parties ond groups in #he French Motional As-
sembly, In turn, this pafitical- irogmentation makos im-
posilble the ereation of a stable governmant whith can
command o solid partlameatary mojority. The state itieH
then becomes the obstacle to amy solwhion -of the socicl
crisif.

"The most strikihg vecent example of this frightening
paralysizs wae the inability of the Nitional Aszsembly
to choose a president in December, 1953. No less than
thirteen ballots were required before 2 compromisze
candidate was found in René Coty. However, politics by
compromise and postponemeni haz become dangerous
for the French ruling class. Domestic social rot, the
dizaster in Indo-China, unrest in North Africa, the
chalienge of a resurgent Germany, and the pressure
frem Wachington and Moscow, !l demand solutiors . . ,

.one way or another.

No Attachment 'to Hemocracy

The Frenck ruling clasz bay never shown pny pro-
fonnd attathrment to the democratic way of Iife. During
the soclal erisls of the middle thirties, it began to move
slewly toward constitutional dictatorship and degree law
as the prelude to 5 Fascist coup, The outhreak of the
Second World War and the hamiliation of military de-

- feat abruptly ended this experiment and made 1t un-

necessary. The French parliament of the Third Repub-
lic voluntarily ended its life on July 10, 1940 by a vote
of 509 to BO out of a total of 688. A little later, the
Viehy regime was accepted by the Chamber of Deputies
393 to 3, and by the Senate, 225 o 1. The substance of
its ¢lass rule was more important than the trappings
of democracy.

H i+ has not sought the everthrow of the Feurth Repuhb-

lle, part of ihe enswer lies in the tact that u perfod of

Hime weas Becessary for the big bouigeoisie to rehahllitote
itself attor the ¥ichy epitode and lis allionce with Hitler.
In addition, desplia their social veinerability, the big In.
dustriatists are the ome greap that has prorpersd ard
grawn undaer the Feurth Ropublic. Dot thet very presperity
and growth have created the conditlons of general social
staguotion whlch now #hreaten thelr Interests.

If teday the French bourgecisie has not turned to-
ward the subsidization of fasctst bands on 5 grand

" senle, or taunched a serious mevement to bring n die-

tatorfal “savior’ like Barshalli Juin, the darting of the
North Afriean colonies te power, it is becauae there is
ng danger from the left. Although the French CP hag
declined in mumbers and prestige, it still commands the
voles of the werking-class end the disgruntled petty-
bourgeoisie, and will continge te do so as lopg as there
is 0o other way for the dispoasessed in French society
to express their disgust with the status quo.

However, the French CP is no danger to the hoor-
gecitle and Its pollfical reprasentatives while they, fal-
low a “nectrallst” foreign pollcy, As for the Soclalist
Party, rednced In sire oad korm by facffonal strife, It is
no longer the porty of the weorklng-clase It represents
the government functlonory and white-collar employvas,
and will support any figure who offers a postible "demo-
crufic" way aout of the present Imposse.

Benevolent Bonapartism

Undér these condiliens, French big business can uf-
ford to try the Mendes-France experiment which pre-
posex to broak out of the palitical and economic blind
atley without thrertening the big vested interests. Fur-
tharmore, Mendes-France must move toward creating
4 “strong exegutive” rule by constitutional dietatership
and decree law, if he is te be soccessful. The trend to-
ward g bencrolent, democratic Bonapartism cannot be

. displeasing ta the bourgeoisie, since it cnn then turn

toward a dictatorship of the right if Mendes-France
should fail, ’

“It i o accident thot Mendes-Franes asked for and
reccived decrse powers in the coonomie sphere. These
powers were voied by the cntire Socialist Party frac-
tion, the left-wing of the MRP and his ewn Radical-
Bocialist Farty. And agafn we witness the defenders of
parliamentary democracy surrendeting their delegated
power in order to “defend the Republic."

These frighlened defenders of the Fourth Republi¢
have already forgotten Articie 13 of the 1946 Constitn-
Ltion, which reads: “Only the Natioral Assembly veles
Taws. It ¢cannot delegate this rlght.” In return for re-
ceiving Lhese powers to rule by decree, Mendos-Franee
promised very little to the workers and white-collar
employees, to the small farmer and the shopkeeper. And
how can this be otherwise when his finance minister is
Edgur Faure. the high priest of orthodox finance, whao
has survived from one right-wing cabinet to another?

On Lhe burning quesiion of wages, Mendes-France
has given nething, promisieg eniy thal wages would go
up a5 prodoctiviiy inereased, On hausing, the propezal’
originally advanced to build 240,000 houses a2 year has
been drepped. And Mendes-Franrce has not yet indi-

.cated how the plan to modernize indpsiry is to be

finnnged. Will the governmvent attempt to impose and
collect taxes from the middle-class ot will it pursne the
old method of hudgetary deficits, bringing in fts wake
inftation-arid ¥ 241 I any tdse; it isithe wiasies
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Badrground of the Anti-Vargas Struggle

 Brazil: The Economic Crisis is Decisive =~

By J. R.

RIO DE JANEIRO, Aug. 26—The
The suicide of president Vargas
has no precedent in the history of
this country, where political life
is completely different for that in
the Hispanic republiez of Amer-
ica; where all politieal problems
and political struggles have been

resolved in an evolutionary man- .

ner, including the- passage from
colonial status to the independence
of Brazil, from monarchy fo repib-
lie, and from the slavery of the
Negroes to their emancipation.
The present political crisis is
composed of very heterogenious-
elements. There is the old contreo-
versy between the dictatorship of
President Vargas and the deme-
cratic camp of the bourpgeoisie; the
ficht between traditional liberal
capitalist forces and the tofali-
tarian camp of the ex-dictator com-
posed of the néw hourgeoigie, the
nationalist middle c¢lass, the gov-
. ernment bureaucracy and the back-
ward workers and peasants,
Twenty-five years of the Yorgas
government, of persecutions, pris.
ons, arbitrations, of crushing and
breaking Vargas' political adver-
saries hes created In this peaceful
couniry a climate of political ven-
geance, of passionate political
struggle, which is so alien to all the
political fraditions of Brazil.
Day after day the newspapers of
the opposition have accused and
attacked the president for his die-
! tatorial methods, for an anti-demo-

cratic and authoritarian method of’

government, of political dishon-
esty, including political erimes af-
ter the assassination of an opposx-
tion journalist.

THE END—TRAGEDY

But the dictator, lacking the nor-
mal political sensitivity which is
a characleristic of every parlia-
mentary teader, placed his confi-
dence in his majority in the Con-
gress and his support by the pec-
ple, ignored public opinion and the
weight of the opposition, and thus
demonstrated his autheritarian po-
litical blindness which could end
only in tragedy.

Of course, the background of

. this political struggle is formed by
the economic problems of the coun-
try. Of primary importance is the
growth of Brazilian industry, that
is, of the capitalist economy and
hence of the present economic
erisis,

Industry is grawing. rapidly in
Brazil, because Euvropean and North
American capitalists, in the face of
the world crisis and the "Russian
danger" prefer to make invest-
ments in-a country which is far
from the war centers, and where

_manpower is cheaper than in either
Europe or the U S. A. Further, the

country ls very rich in raw mate-

riels, has a considerable internal

| mariet of its own, and enjoys a

degree of political stability which

is greater than that of any other
i Latin American republic.

‘ The struggle i3 over the ques-

. tion: which road for Brazil’s young

. capitalism? Shall it develop as the

economy of a Semi-¢olonial coun-

try, dependent on imperialism, that

is, in the traditional “democratic”

way which will open the door to

imperialist penetration with low

wages and low prices for Brazilian

rawmpaterials and Brazilian export

k mmilmﬁ,,ﬂr Bl:ta;!l Ltgmw u.'nder

the control of the Brazilian state,
that is, ag a national “state capi-
talism” with protective customs,
high prices for Brazil's exports,

-with decigive potitical power in the

hands of the Braziilan state bu-
reaucracy and the nationalist bour-
geoisie and middle clasg?

COPEE AND POLITICS

Thus, the coffee problem is only
a reflection of the basic problems
of Brazilian economies and politics’
and of Wworkd inter-capitalist rela.
tiong. The drop of coffee prices one
the New ¥ork market has intensi-
fied the political crisis in Brazil
and accelerated the dramatic fight
between the opposition and the
president’s administration.

The political antecedents of the
ex-dictator are well known: he be-
gan his political adventure with a
totalitarian revolution 25 years
ago, and founded a cecrporaotive
"Estade Novo” {New State) imi-
tating Hitler and Mussolini. After
the defeat of Nazism he was de-
posed by the armed forces in 1945,

But his political carveer was not

- ended, and he came bhack to power

as the representative of the people,
as the leader of the "democratic
majority.” But by this popular
election, there was created a very
peculiar situation: the ex-dictator
was now supposed to be the leader
of the democracy, and was sup-
posed to govern under the control
of public opinion. But he never ac-
cepted democracy as the way and
the manner of government. He
completely ignored the clamor and
the weight of the political opposi-
tion, but relied simply on his-me-
chanical majority in Congress. In
a country like Brazil, this situation
provoked a climate of political hys-
teria which culminated in the pres-
ent crisis,

EGONOMIC CRISIS

The most important element for
an understanding of the situation
in Brazil is the economic crisis
which shows up in the high prices
of a protected industry, in the high
cost of living, high rents, inflation,

Unemployment in White-CoIIar Field Too

By LARRY FOSTER

In the recession taking piace in the .
United States today, people are bombard-
ed day in, day out with statisties on un-
emplcyment tota} labor foree, the decline
in steel production and just how many
percentage points the economy iz off
from the'levels of 1853, -

To those. who are emp]oyed all this
may be of great interest in ap abstract,
academdce” sort of way, But to the man
out of work, {rying to make: gnds meet on
his -unemployment insuranee check, the
battle of the statisticians is far less im-
portant than his personal battle to get
baek on a‘payroli.

The greatest gttantion has been pald in
the presest slemp to the Indusirial laber
force, whether they be unskilled, semi-
skilled eor skHled, in swuch Industries as
oatomobiles, steel, rubber, and the like,
Bul litHe has been sald about the white-
collar waorker who s experieacing tough
sledding in his own field.

In his first week and a half of unem-
ployment, the present writer sought work
with some 26 Rrms in New York City,
among them some of the largest concerns
in the banking, publishing, textile, insur-
ance, office machine production and chem-
ical fielde. Here is the employment pic-
ture, for boolc_kecpers and other skiiled
office workers, as given bhim by personnel
ymvagers—and - pumﬁnml gaﬁ wnz:km_..

iy maﬁ:;; [ -

and low’ wages. This situation has
been aggravated by Vargas’ policy
which was to accelerate the rhythm
of capitalist'accumulation by erect-
ing a high customs barrier and by
keeping prices high.

- With these policies, he worked
against the people who had ¢lected
him with the hope that he would
defend their standard of living.
The high price of coffee and other
goods exasperated the people and
weakéned the popular support of

the government, ithus ¢pening the

way for the opposition to attack it,

The growing opposition of the
people, and the increasing isolafion
of the government suspended the
regime in a vacuum, and permitted

the political power of the armed

forces to- become the arbiter be-
tween the government and fhe op-
poslhon.

POLITICAL INSENSIBILITY

The vigor of the opposition's at-
tacks grew daily, and the president
answered only with political ingen-

sibility, ignoring the importance of

the opposition.. .. and with indi-
vidual terror against the journal-
ists of the oppesition, carried out
by his agents., The old authori-
tarian leader demonstrated .abso-
lute political blindness as he tried
to sole the political erisis by to-
talitarian methods when he had he-
come a democratically elected pres-
ident and was thus obligated to
seel democratic, parliamentary so-
lutions. The first assassination of
an opposition journalist provoked
indignation in the couniry and in-
tensified the attack of the opposi-
tion in the press and in Congress.

But then, one day, another re-
porter, Lacerdo, was ciso attacked
by the president's agents. He saved
himself by on accident, but Vaz, an
air force major who had nothing fo
do with political struggles, was
illed beside him. This event fed
fhe flames of the political struggle,
and the opposition accused #he
president as the "intellectual au-
thor'” of the crime, and demanded
his resignation.

This time, the armed forces, af-

In bhanking, he was told that the large
banks had taken in a number of high
schogl youngsters in June who work just
for.the summer at low wages. Az far as

the regular personnel were concerned,-

there is less of a furnover on the job
than usual, which shows that.people are
thinking twice before leaving their posi-
tions beeause of the general conditions
on the labor mirket and the way the
econemy is going,

In the publishing field, momy houses have
cut back .om persennel. cutling down ex-
penses, attempting to hold thelr own. 12
Is true $hat the summer Is, as a rule, a
stow seasoa in publishing, but.this has been
the trend most of this year. Whaen people
are out of weork, or working lgss thor o
full week they are not very receptive to
the idea of putting down five doifars for
a Book. Arcund the ¢lty ton be seen in
many stores speclal sales om books with
os much as 40 per cent to 50 per cent off
on so-colled publishers overstock. In fex.
¥iles and industrial companles, with some
slight variation, it is more or less the
same, )

Two things abeut the white-collar field
stand out from this entize coverage: One
js that semething which happened in in-
dustry over a hundved years ago,.and
which played havoc with many of the
skilled crafts of that time is mow hap-
pening to-the. skilled - -white-collar tradés.
That s the jntreasing: mﬁchanfz%tiﬂn of;
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ter some days of crisis, presented;
Vargas with an ultimatum and
forced him to give up his power. =}
The old ex-dictator rggisted the at+ ]
tack vigorously, and declared that
he would abandon power only as a.
prisoner or a cadaver (arrested or
dead). He felt himself strong onl
the basis of a popular majority and
his majority in Congress. But ha |
ignored the strength of the opposir ¢
tion and the fact that the populae 1
majority was now against him. I
That is what had opened the door -
to the attack by the opposition, to '
the military ultimatum, and to hig i

firal tragic end. ) ; ;

PRISONER OR CORPSE

Under the pressure of the ulti=
matum, the ex-dictator accepbed 8
leave of absence for 90 days. Buf
{he generals demanded the defini-
tive abandonment of power. The
old political leader, ambitious ancg
vengeful aszhe was, had no othen
political ~solution, after he had
given his word that he would &
out only as a prisoner or a Corpse,
but to-kill himself,

- He leff a letter as pqhhqql.%-
testament in which he declared:
that he_ sacrifices his own life for
the people and the country: that he:
offers to his enemles his grave, but; - s
to the people a banner of siruggles;
he is "leaving_ this life to win view
tory.” Thus finished the dramatic
struggle between the old totali-
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in the country.

As we have written, the &C0-
nemic problems of Brazil form the
background of this struggie. There:
is also the class struggle of the:
growing working class, divided at
present among the camps of Var-
gas, the .opposition ¥nd the Gom<
munist Party. None of these camps-
represents the true interests of the:
country, nor does any of them have. - |
a political solution to its problems. i
That belongs to the future, that is,- o
to the working c¢lass and to gsocial-.
ism. ] A

It also belongs, we must add, te - 0
other articles which will follow in ;
due course, . £

-To give a concrete example, and one e
that touched home with thiz bookkeeper: ;
Up until 15-20 years age a bookkeeper | .
was considered a-responrsible emplovee . I
compared to meany other office worliers. H
A man would teke charge of a full set of

-books in a small firm, or of a whole see- =~ - |

tion in a larger one such as. Accounts .
Receivable, Sales Journal, and the like. .
. Today, with- bdokeeping mazhines he!—
ing produced by IBM ang National-Cash * ;
Register, much of the work has been so
simplified that it no.longer requires any |
great, amount of skill. Giriz today are:
chiefty -working these machines, and it

only takes a few weeks to learn the job,
In fact, many of the manufacturers of - ‘
these units operate their own schools and - i~
a training- course only takes four to six
weeks, This brings on the lowering of )
wages, and makes for technological uns , pri )
employment amang bookeepers. -
The second polnt that stands oul Is that
now as for as accountonts are concerned
(not CPAs}, in mnny”compunlu there ars
s#ill some openings.’ B’rwi you have to hove .

a college dagree to gei’ the Jobs. Thus the 0 :
msdrum‘ skills are squeezed, and the re-° g
qunremenh for the higher ones raised. But P2

the vast outpouring of graduates from cuf—
—— .
leges who hkave majored in u:nuni!ng.
business admisistration and advertl
points_fo p‘q'l-irl_,g Ihe mrhl far uwf
s Mt W
S ety
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i - tCaifhnved from page 1}
feat of: EDC in the French Assem-

bly was.an approach by Chaneéllor :
Adenauer to the Social Democratic

Party (SPD) with the regunest for
cooperation in working ott a new

" foreign policy for the West Ger-
. man Republic!

HO,,QI-PARNSAHSHIP

' Yt may be a little difficult for
Americans to grasp the signifi-
gance of this event, We live in a
country where it is customary for
everyone to demand bi-partisan-
ship in foreigm policy, where a
thousand editorials a year are writ-
ten on the theme that “party strife
ends at the water's edge,” or at
least that it should end here. The
fact that the issues of foreign pol-

fcy keep breaking through this.

pious wish for unity does not dam-
pen the ardour with which it is
hoped for.
" In Europe the notlon that every-
" one should agree an foreign policy,
no matter what their-quarrels on
domestic affalrs, is one reserved
pretty rigidly for periods of ex-
freme crisis, such as actual shoot-
"'ing wars. And In Germany, bne of
the chief issuves which has embit.
fered relations between Adens
“aquer's right-centerr bloc and the
SPD has been the chancellor's ab-
" golute commitment to EDC and the
rearmament of Western Germany
which was an integral parf-of it
It wili be recalled that the SPD
sought, to block West German rati-
fication of the EDC freaty by every
parliamentary and juridical device
" at its disposal. It claimed that the
West German copstitution has no
provision for the raising of armed
forces; and sought court action to
have the rearmament of West Ger-
many declared unconstitutional.
Adenauer rammed the vote through
tke Bundestag authorizing rearm-
ament as soon as he got his two-
thirds majority at the last elec-
tions, with scant regard for the
viglent protests of the opposition.

FOR GERMAN UNITY

The opposition of the SPD to the
© rearmament of West Germany un-
der EDC was rooted not only in
their apniehension over the fate of
the labor movement and of demot-
racy in gemeral in Germany if the
generals swere once more permit-
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téd ‘to build np a powerful armed
force™ It ‘was based also on their
demand thab Germany be given full
equality, with- the other nations of
EDC and NATO before she be re-
quired {o raise an army to defend
them.ail, But towering above these
objections was-the SPD's demand
for the re-unification of the coun-
try which wag coupled with propa-
ganda for the formation of broader

polltieal and economic ties in BEu-,

rope than those envisioned by the
“little Europe! ideas of BDC.

- In practice, the S$PD's position
hos bheenm -to demand four-power
negotiations for the re-unification
of Garmany, and to talk vaguely
about greater British participation
in any European "'security system.”
Although the SPD has alse repeat-
edly stated Is basic allegiance to
the "West," they have never made
it clear to others or to themselves
just how they expect the Russians

Yo give up Eastern Gormany unless

they get, at the very least, a firm
quarantee of the néutralization of
the country for a considerable pe-
ried of time.

Yet every demand for four-pow-
er negotiations as the method of
German re-unification must either
include the idea of accepting a neu-
tral status for the country, or it is
demagogic, for it leaves out the
¢ritical question of what itgs ex-
peciad each side will be willing to
give and will expect to get in ex-
change for doing the Germans the
favor of letting them live in a
gnit,ed country.

ADENAUER OPPOSED

. Adenaver and the core of the
coalition which he holds together
have been opposed to four-power
negoliations. They have realized
that if such negotiations are to
have any rezl consequences (other
than the very real propaganda ad-
vantages t0 be derived from them
by the Russians} they must neces-
sarily involve some kind of German
neutralization. Instead, they have
gought the re-building of Germany
economically and peolitically as the
leading element in a united West-
ern Europe, even if this means that
the country will remain divided un-
til such 2 Europe, together with
her -American ally, are able to
wrest Eastern Germany frem the
Russians by force of arms, or the

'mferwhe}ming threat of it. -

and Germany — —

It cannot be expec*ted that Ade-
nauer's basic objective will now
change, any more than this is true
of the basic objectives df the State
Department. But he will now have
{o seli his poliey without the rela-
tively attractive wrappings of the
EDC. The Social Democrats, who
were slandered viciously iy his
party in the last elections as Rus-
sian agents, must be brought
around, if possible, to support the
new poiicy. Otherwize it is quite
possible that their strength will
grow on the basis of-Adenauer’s
defeat on EDC.

The mew policy wouald be dirsct ischi-
sion of West Germeny in WATQ, or some
substitete for [+ which wonld ‘§et oround
the strong possiblilty of o French veto. If
the Americans end Brisk are willing to
go alang with Jhis, withogt oo much oppe-
sition from the smaller WATO countries,
thls would be o very udequuh substiute
for EDC,

But how get the SPD to go slong?
The trap can be baited with the olaim
thut in the NATO get-up West Germany
would attnin complete equality with the
other partners. But how aboul German
vaification via four-power agreement? It
iz inevitable that Aderauer will have to
piay along with that if he is to get SPD
sapport. Hiz problem is chiefly to work
out seme soper—tlever idea whereby the
Americons can get through sRnother fonr-
power conference on Germany without
giving anything while at the same time
appearing to be reagonable. It is not an
easy tack, given the cards the Stalnists
held in their hands.

TRAP FOR SPD

If the German soeial democrats are
trapped by Adenauoi’s stra ., they
will suffer another major pelftical blow,
and the working class will be set back an
its heels. If they refuse to enter the trap,
but at the same time simply keep repeat-
ing their empty pleas to the occupyving
powers to unify their country, they will
a0t be much betier off.

The boslc dewand for woclaliths In Gers
many today should be the removal of aff
foreign troaps from German soil of once.
Thelr demand for unlfication, for an end
to the. occupation of Germany, fer full
sovereignty should be directed as much
te the Weastern powers ai to the Statiln-
ists. They should oct an their demand by
demonstrating kn every woay availeble te
them +hat Germany mest be free of for-
elgn domination, and that she is not In'a
posltian te even dlscuss freely her tuturs
course unh) her freedom hos beea estob-
lishad In fact,

Buch a demand could place the initia-
tive in the hands of the working class.
As agzinst elther German oceupation or
German neuntralization conirolled by for-
eign powers the demand should be for
German unity in {reedom, to. be followed
by the urity of the German working class
with the workers of the rest of Europe
in zn Independent Western Union,

FRANCE and EDC — —

{Centinued from page !}
puied issue of German rearmament
has not BLeen resolved. For one
thing Mendes-France has declared
he believes West Germany will be
and must be rearmed in one form
or another, and that she must also
be given limited “'sovereignty.” He
has also -declared himself in favor

of creating a-loose West Furopean

military coalition backed and. sap-
ported by the United States and
Great Britain,

But important seqments of the
"neutralist”’’ coalition respensible
for the defeat of the EDC treaty do
nof share Mendes-France's. views,
And they dispose of « decisive
maans of political persuasion: their
votes, The Stalinists and Hhe Mock-
Mayer 5P faction ore hostile to
any and every form of German

j m;nung ,nd»"uvqreigniy . !n‘ ﬂus,
he

grouping of the Gaullist faction.
Together, these groups can bring
about the downfall of Mendes.
France should he seriously pursue
a policy of the "mldcﬂe-grodn‘d“
these issues. -

As for the pro-EDC treaty ele-
ments, who till new supported
Mendes-France on his domaestic
program, they may. feel he is oo
closely bound ap with' the* ‘neghral-

ists” and Stalinists and Tefuse to

back him in the foture.

. Whether Mendés - France can
clear these hurdles and remain. in
office for long now seems doubtful.

But one thing is sare:- he-has not .

healed the bitter breach in French

politics brought about by the .prob- .

lem of German rearmament. He
presents . the paradox of a pro-
Western French political whose

main political support is.ts be

found among “neutralist” and Stal

The ISL Program
in Brief

The Independont Soclolist League stands
for sociollst democracy ‘and acgalnst he
two systems of exploltation which adéw

divide the warld: capitalism and Stalinhasm, -

Capltallsm cannof be reformed ar Nber

alized. by any Fair Deal or other decl, so

as to give the paople freadom, abundance,
security or peoce. It -must be abolished
and replaced by o new social system. ia

which the people own omd confrol the -

baslc sectors of the sconomy, democrobie
cally sontradling their own scoaomic and
peiltical desitnies.

" Spalinlsm, in Russlc ond wherever I
helds power, is @ hrulal totglitorianism—
a neww form of explsitation. its cgenhs M
eviry couniry, the Commwmist Parties, ore
unrelenting enemles of soclallsm ohd hove
nothiag in common with soclallspe—whlch
canaet enist withowt effective democratle
conirol by the people. -

These two camps of capitatism and Siel-
Inism are todey at eoch other's. throots in
a worldwide imperlalist rivalry for domi-
nation, TS streggle com only fead $o the
mait frighiful war fo histary so long as the
penple lagve the capltalist and Stolimist
relers In power. independent Socializm
stands for building ond streagthening the
Third Camp of fhe poople against let wer
blocs,

The IS5t os a Maraist mnnmui. Jooks

te the working clasa and its ever-present
shruggle as the baslc progrestive force ia
society. The ISL Is organked to spread He
ideas of soclalism Im the labor movement
and amonyg all other sections of the people.

At tha same time, Independent Soclatists
porficipate acHvely ln every streggle to
better the people™s-lot now—soch us the
fight for higher living shandards, against
Jim Crow and anti-Semitiam, in detense of
civil ilbartias and the trade-valen move-
ment, We seek to join fogether with all
vther milHants In the labhor movement o1

a left force working for the formation of-

@n Indepeadent lober party ond olker pro-
gressive policies.

The fight for democrocy and the fight
for seclaiizm -are leparoble. Thers com
be no losting and genuioe democracy withe
out soclallsm. dad there cam be no socltal-
Ism withowt -democracy. To onrell under

this barner, jolo the Independont Sociallst
Leagwel

Get Acquainted!

Independént Socialist League
114 West 14 Street
- New York 1I, N. Y.
the ideas of Independent Social-
ism and the ISL.
O I want more information about
J 1 want to join the ISL.
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