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A PROVOCATION

clear-cut case of American sabre-rattling. provocatloni ‘And the fact that the liberal
press and liberal leaders. in Congress have not been one ‘step behind the most chau-
vinist reactionaries in attemptmg to fan national passions inte a state of inflamed
bellicosity shows how meager 1s thelr clalm to represent national samty in these

: » trymg times.

hysterla pattern?.

|
;
|
| The recent aerial 1nc1dents off the coast of the Clrn-nese 1sland of Hainan"are a
5

-What-are the- pubhcly-knewn facts which’ have been whlpped up. into thxs ‘war-

o For some tlme Chiang Kai- shek’s planés’ from Formosa _haye been conductmg R
quickie observation .and bombing attacks ‘on Hainan..
® On July 23 a British air liner was shot down off Hainan by Chinese war-
planes, with'the result that several passengers were killed, -
- o Upon British protest, the Chmese Stalinist govérnment immediately apolo-
-gized for the inciednt, claiming it was a case of a pilot’s confusing the British plane

for a Formosan one, and offered to consider indemnity.for the plane and passengers.

o The United States government immediately upon-hearing of these events dis-
patched two arrcraft carriers and a fletilla of destroyers to the area to “search for

SHI'VIVOI‘S

repeatedly flew. over Hainan. territory. . .

. ® On July 26, three who}e days aftre the ongmal mc1den,t Ametican planes shot
down two Chmese ﬂghters within one minute flying time of Hamah territorial. waters.
o~ Navy oﬁicers Jnformed ‘the ‘American -publie ‘that ‘their mhen had orders to He
“quxck on the trigger” i any encounters: W1th Chinese - forces

These are the. facts to. date as they are admitted by everyone We are not
including' the- Chinese Stalinist claim that in their search- activities American planes

Could the ‘truth of the matter possibly be clearer?. Why were two aircraft
carriers needed.to search for survivors? Why did they have to be accompanied by
-..a flotilla of destroyers? Why were they-ordered to shoot first and look afterwards
(“be quick on the trigger”) .after the prompt Chinese apology? What would the
attitude in this country be if Chinese aircraft carriers appeared five minutes flying
time off our coast with orders:to be “quick on the trigger”

if approached by any

American planes? We would thmk it was a PROVOCATION—and we would be

f . right!

truthful.

i And how did Congress react, from liberal left fo reactionary right? Like a bunch
) of bloodthirsty warmongers. Those are hard words, but neone softer would be

, ~

) Wayne Morse (Ind.) “We cannot stand by as a soverelgn nation and’ permlt
[ anyone anywhere in-the world to transgress on the soverelgn rights of the United

States.”

. - Homer Ferguson (R.) “An hour of peril is.at hand because of contmued aggres- :

: sion of the Communist world against the free world.”
M. W. Neely (D.) “pledged support to the admmlstratlon and -said the Umted

States, if forced to fight, would win ‘over godless, cutthroat forces of communism in
Russia, China or wherever they might be. .

L2

Stuart Symington (D.) “said developments bore out his earher eriticism that

- the ‘great and. growmg strength of Soviet communism.

*r”
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\ Americans were ‘not taking adequate and proper steps te defend themselves against

~

Peop ,

By SAM TAYLOR

The two week filibuster on revision of the Atomic Energy Act ‘Wwas:
the opening gun of the 1954 congressional elections. While the revisions’
in the Atomic Energy Act of 1946 were in the making for the past.
year, there Wwas no indication that it would léad to this protracted ;

debate and filibuster.

of “giveaway” against the Repub-
lican administration - -and thus re-

vive the issues of the tldelands oil .
debate of a year ago was a ‘wind-

fallgain: handed to the Denmicerats

by the Eisenhower administration. .

It has given what an unnamed high
official of the Demoeratic National
Committee called a “head to the

spear” in the Democratic attempt
to recover control of Congress. But .

at the same time it has revealed 3
split between the pro-public power
Democrats and the conservative
Democrats,  headed by = Minority

Leader Senator Johnson.of Texads -
who supported Knowland’s attempt -

to break the filibuster.

The debate arose as a result of
an order by President Eisenhower
dlrechng the Atomic Energy Com-
mission. to negotiate a contract

with the Middle South Utilities, Inc.
and the Southern Corp. to build a -

- $107 million steam plant in West
Memphis, Ark. to supply 600,000
kilowatts of energy to the T.V.A.

system, which would replace power -
T.V.A. is supplying for the atomic:

- For or '\Against U.S. 'Armed Intervention?
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l By LARRY O'CONNOR

. Among the reactions to the Indo-

china truce, that of the leaders of
«  American liberalism-is perhaps the
et most curious. As the labor move-
- ment tends, in-these times, to gen-
erally reflect the political attitudes
P of the liberals on vital issues of
Fo the day, and as the labor movement
i is the only source from which the
| . political power can be generated to
i change American policy, these re-
' actions become most important.

During the Indochina crisis there -
was.a certain iendency for liberals .
1'0 hke a long. hard look af French

e

-come. up

CHINA AND THE

- with the conclusion’ that this was
the chief source of Stalinist appeal
in Indochina. In fact, the denuncia-
tions of French colonialism became
so general and vociferous, that
one was almost led to believe that
leading spokesmen of American lib-
eralism had come to consider Indo-
china as a lost cause, opposed the

idea of “saving” the country from - ,
" the “new look,” ‘“massive retalia-
and other sloganized insani--

Stalinism by American military in-
tervention, and, in fact, were con-
vinced that such an attempt wouid
be disastrous.

A real close. look at liberal dis-

cussion .of ‘the Indochina crisis, .
“however, shows-that throughout it

LIBERALS

remained just about as rudderless
as the Dulles policies which the
liberals were attacking. The lib-
erals,
Stevenson on down, were. primarily
concerned to clear the former Dem-
ocratic administrations of Repub-
“lican charges of selling out’ China
to the Stalinists, and at the same
time to throw a barb or two into

tion,”
ties of the Republican leadership.

But throughout the crisis, had
the liberals given up the idea that
the United States could rect1fy by

i lC fmued on’pa

TUNISIA — —

Revolt Enters New Phase
Wltclilmnt Gatl:ers Momentum

Israel and the Amb Socialists

Senate 6'1 Ves A wa y

" The debate on atomic ‘energy has prlmarlly been -one centermg
around public vs. private electric power development, and specifically = -
the Tennessee Valley Authority. Only secondarily has it dealt with the
broader issues of the commercial utilization of atomic energy.

The opportunity for the Senate
Democrats to revive the charges™

. Eisenhower -

. plans for new dams are dropped,:

conservative and pro-business af-’

from their adored leader -

" actionary revision of the Atomie:

Where the issue of cheap electrlc

.+.page &

...pagef

' ...pcge4,

%

energy plant in Paducah, Ky. .
- It is this action that has rallied
most of the senators froim the'
states m the T V.A, area and’ tHe

12
¥t was the opportumty to att
the pohcy of this self-avowed busi=
nessman’s administration to weaks-.
en public power development in the
interests of the private- utilities. - -

ANNOUNCED POLICY

The announced policy of the .
administration has:
‘been that the federal government
shall be a “partner” in power de-
velopment with state and local in--
terests. In practice it has meant
the slow withdrawal from federal -
power projects and leaving theﬂ
field open to private utilities. [t
has not been the Eisenhower pol--

icy to make an all-out assault on-
T.V.A. or other authorities; in-
stead T.V.A. funds ‘are withheld,

encouragement is given to private’
utilities - to- - take = court action
against power co-ops and the funds
for the Rural Electrification Ad-=
ministration are whittled down.. -

Against this background and the -
success of this campaign, the di-
rect attempt to force the T.V.A.
to acquire power from « prlvnie
company takes added importance..
It is not one of merely weakening: .
T.V.A. but the strengthening of the

mosphere in the country. It is not.
that the Senate Democrats are fili='
bustering in an attempt to combat -
this trend for they are moved.on *
the whole by the coming 1954 elec-

tions and the benefits to their par-"

ticular states of past policies
which weakened prlvaie power 2
groups. -

Most of the opposmon to thls re-’

Energy Act was from Senators in
the . South, West and mid-West

ATurn to last pa




_ By BEN HALL

TOp executives of the General

lectric Co. met in Schenectady in

pril to mull over a ten-year plan
for the corporation. The minutes
“and documents intended only for
the highest company -officials fell
into the hands of the union, the
- International Upion of Electrical

"Workers-CIO, which reports dis-
turbing facts in the July 19 issue
of its newspaper. There can be no
doubt: trouble lies ahad for the
union. '

The aim of the ten- -year plan may,
not be modest but it is ordmary,
-_GE. wants to double its income
from the 1953 level of only a little
‘more thon 3 billion dollars to 6.3
billion in 1963. No one objects to
a few billions in profits one way
or the other; but the methods en-
visaged at the conference may well
~ereate a crisis for the union within
the next ten years.

a large part of its ‘production is concen-
trated in giant plants. Fifty-five per cent
of GE workers are now..concentrated in
% eities with 10,000 to 40,000 workers
-employed in each of them, in areas where

strongly unionized. But the GE p],an calls

. ter production in-smaller units. The fol-
lowing are the key points of the plan:

1. An increase of productivity of 100

i per cent so-that twice as much produc<

" ‘Hon could: be ohtained by the same work-

ing force.
2, Reduction of labor costs. This. wouild

'Inean. among ‘other things, constant pres-
sure o reduce wage rates and .a shift of
produc'hon from the upi

" lower wage areas.

3. "A more rapid evolution of mechan-
‘jzation - with more complete  automation,
.piish butfon machines that require few or
no. workers, in some produc‘l‘ lines.

. The impact of the plan is already felt.
- \At the conference, A. F. Vinson, vice-

presadent in charge of ‘production, pomted
out that the company had moved out
hundreds of ‘jobs from its plant in Sche-

nectady into a. small plant in Blooming-

Miners’ Wildcat Wins!

- ton, Ilhnmsk,because it could get the same
work at far lower wagé rates. The union

" Knows that it must get ready to meet a. 1
blg push against working conditions. If

the political an_d social climate of the
next decade is kind to labor, it may

- ,weather the shift without too great a

crisis: }But suppose the trend in national

polftl,cs continues toward greater.conser- .

vatism, toward a bigger squeeze on la-
Dbor? That is what makes even the most
'pow_erful Iabor leaders uneasy. :
K °

‘ ,Umfy for Sfrengfh

L It is worrying calculations like ' these
that led to the signing of the AFL-CIO
no-raiding pact as a step toward greater
eollaboratlon - Labor officials " inspired
- “even by the most elementary understand-
" ing of the facts of the elas struggle feel

7 the need to prepare for unity and united

~ action. Recent developments which high-

- s \

- Support Your
 LABOR ACTION—
. GIVE
. to the Fund Drive!

- GE owns. 132 plants in 161 01t1es, but:

labor commands a high -pay-scale. and is .

. for a program of decentralization whieh .
- would_break up fhese big units and seat- ~

nized, high wage :
areas to the small town, unorganized._

Trouble Abeml for [Iectrlcal I.Imon

light the search for strength through
unity are:

e In the CIO, the Transport Workers
Union with 110,000 ,members has just
merged -with the CIO United Railroad
Workers which claims 40,000,

® On the West Coast, the CIO Wood-. o

workers Union and the AFL Lumber and
Sawmill Workers Union collaborated in a

- strike of nearly 100,000 workers. -

e In the AFL, the Machinists and, the
Plumbers have signed an  agreement
which provides not only for no-raiding’
but for mutual assistance in strikes.

@ In the oil industry, action toward,
the ‘projected merger of the CIO Oil

Workers Union with a group of indepen-

dents has slowed down. But meanwhlle,
in separate talks, the oil union is con-
sidering merger with another CIO union,

. the -Gas, Coke, and. Chemical -Workers
"Union. These two unions ‘together claim

about 200,000 members If a general mer-
ger of all groups 'into a new Oil and,
Chemical Union'is “Successful, the  new
union would be one-of the largest 1n the
country. )
‘. ° .\
Kohler Co. Strike
Everybody likes te talk about labor-
management harmony, living together,

eras of understandmg But every once
in a while, labor is reminded of.the. grim.

facts of life. This time. by a strike of.

3,300 members of UAW Iocal 833 at-the
Kohler Company in Wisconsin. In 1934,

Kohler workers struck but their plcket’

lines were cut down by guns, teargas,
and clubs when 2 were killed and 47
wounded. The plant remained unorgan-
ized until 1952 when the UAW won a
collective bargaining election. And on
April 5 of this year, the men struck to
try to bring their wage standards up to
UAW levels.

. At a hearing before the Wisconsin Em-
ployment Relations Board, owner Her-
bert V. Kohler shocked the community by
a series of admissions which recreated a
vision of 1934. Hé testified that the guns
and clubs of 1934 were still stored in the
plant together with teargas, ready for
any emergency: He himself carried a ten-
inch club; 1934 vintage, through the pic-
ketlines. Later, the ‘county sheriff seized
375 rounds’ of- teargas from the plant.
But the company dominated local police
chief admitted that teargas was stored
at its headquarters.

Stimple Life in._nPrc/:gu‘e

Prace (Prague), August 17, poked fun
at the new Prague telephone directory,
advising subscribers to be prepared. for

a “hazardous journey” through its pages
when they try to look up a number. They

were particularly warned not to wait un- -

til the last minute to try and find the

number of a hospital, doctor; undertaker,
“of anythmg or anyone you need.in a

hurry -

“Let us suppose that grandfather
topples off 4 ladder and: hurts himself.
‘A trip to the clinic is necessary at
once. You-bless your. luck that you have
a- telephone, you can arrange for. an

immediate appointment. And that is’
> where the trouble starts. Clinics do not

appear as such in the directory. Clin-

ies, you are advised, must be looked up.

under the main heading ‘Schools’
among ‘Faculties of Medicine.’ Do not
be too sure of finding your .particular
clinic on the page indicated. There it
says: ‘Clinic for Plastic Su'rgery—see
State District Hospital in Prague
N.E.2; other clinics—see State Uni-
versity Hospitals” Quickly you turn
* to the letter S. Grandfather.is failing
fast. Under S you.find, by luck and
dint of effort, that ‘State specialized
health and. nursing institutions—see
Hospitals’ probably includes the clinic
" you  are seeking. In the meantime
grandfather has passed away. So you
‘ need no longer look for the clinic. Now
for the undertaker. It may be best to

- turn back to the ‘Schoals’ page. There

you will find among ‘Faculties of Medi-
cine’ the institution -which will provide
- the deceased with the last service.
Shopld you wish to arrange for a
. grave then we had better help you, to
save you further harassment. For
‘Cemetery,’ look under ‘Communal in-
" stitutions, Department of Gardens.

“And what about you, comrade,
whose basement apartment has been
flooded with sewer water? Correctly
you look through sixteen pages of
‘Communal institutions’ where you will
discover that ‘Sewage serviee’ is ‘see
- National Committees; Central Nation-
_al Committee” Good advise is better
than goId But you won’t find ‘Sewage
service’ even_under ‘National Commit-
“tée” The language of the  directory
calls it the ‘Prague Water Economy
Service of the Central Natzonal Com-~
mittee.”’

Prace concluded:

By GERALD McDERMOTT

PITTSBURGH, PA —The wildeat
strike of - fifteen: thousand south-
western Perfnsylvanla Unlted Mine
Worker members in “defense of
their seniority has ended with a
victory for the strikers. The action

- of the strikers in closing twenty-

three mines forced the personal in-
tervention of John L. Lewis and
the company’s agreement to a new
interpretation of the seniority sys-
tem acceptable to the strikers.
The strike underlined the fact that

the seniority clause.in the present UMW

contract is not adequate. Companies in-
terpret it as they. please. In the Nemaco-
lin mine, where - the recent wildcat
started, the company. observed only se-
niority within job classifications, and not
mine-wide seniority.- Thus, a timberman
with twenty years seniority could be laid
off while a trackman with five years

'THE NEW INTERNATIONAL" o

"'s-ihe Ieudmg Marxist ‘magazine in the United States, internationally
"« recognized as among the foremost organs of Marxist thought and -
political analysis ‘in the world.
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. New International, 114 West 14; Street, New York City.

seniority continued to work. By switching
men from one classification to another,
the company could lay off men almost at
will, without regards to seniority at all.
Under cover of this, a reign of terror
has been going on against union militants.
They were being weeded out under the
guise of lay-offs. This was true not only
at the Nemacolin mine but ‘more or less
throughout the field.

A DEMONSTRATION _

This explains why twenty-two other
mine locals in the area joined in what
was in effect- a demonstration both
against the operators’ offensive and the
failure of the district and the interna-
tional to defend seniority.

The union has been under attack .in the.

western Pennsylvania fields in another
way. Many older mines which were almost
worked out have been closed permanently
as the market for coal has fallen off. This
meant the miners at these mines were out
of work—unless the company chose to
transfer them to another mine. Militant
unionists are. never transferred—company.
men and eager beavers are.

.“Be careful and pa-
tient above all, Comrades. Why should .

-

This loads up the mines still working °

with what are in effect “yellow dogs.” It
also offers an object lesson to miners in
mines which are approaching exhaustlon
—Dbetter be “good boys” if you want to.be
transferred and kept at work.

‘If this ‘trend were permitted to con-

tmue, coal diggers would be back where
they were in the black days of the early
thirties.. That is why the miners in the
important - southwestern Pennsylvania

ﬁelds have called a halt to: the operatnrs -

we lead a simple life when we can have

‘a complicated one? The ed;tor of the «,dL

rectory must.have had this attitude.” -

Bosses Fear Socialism

The July 12 issue of the CIO News
carried on its front page a full- -page re-
production of a letter sent out to itg
members by the Natwnal Small Business
Men’s Association.

The CIO’s comment on this letter was
simply “A Good Reason for lemg »

Buck to. PAC!” ‘For our. part we. wish, -

that the NSBMA were right when they;
claim that “the C10, the AFL, the ADA
and all sorts of radlcal groups are -push-
ing their programs for-more -socializa-
tion. . . .” Bot one thing is certain. Hows
ever much the labor movement and the
liberal spokesmen in this country may.
seek to deny-that politics in this country
follows class lines, these birds of the
NSBMA think and act differently.

Here is their letter, dated June. 3,
1954

"We are now running mfo someihmg we
haven't previously encountered in the sev-
enteen years our Association has been in
existence—a: spirit of complacency. Quite
a few business men seem %o feel that
everything is all right now that we have a
new presidenf -in the White House.

"l m sure you w:ll agree with me 'I'hu'l'
and thot instead of siﬂmg back dolng‘
nothing we should redouble our e'lforfs be-
cause now there is an opporfumiy for
greater accomplishment than ‘our' side
has had at any time since 1933.

"The socialism Roosevelt and Truman
injected into the operation of our federal
government is still there, and- practically.
every member of Congress is today under
greater pressure from the 'other' side.
than he has ever been. The ClO, the AFL,
the ADA and all sorts of radical groups
are pushing their programs for more. so-
to be much stronger in Congress than ever
before after the election this fall.

cialization and less freedom of enterprise -

harder than ever. They confidently expect

"“The most effective way in whick ta
counteract this ‘radical ‘pressure is. ﬂ!l‘mlgh

the organized activities of an organiza-

tion like ours which has the courage fo
fight the labor bosses, the communists, the

bureaucrats and anyone else without giv-
ing any consideration to possible reprisals

or the likelihood offbeing smeared in the.
papers and over the alr

“None of us want this country fo go ali -

the way down the road to national sociai-
ism, a socialistic-welfare-state. So it is
imperative for each of us to put up the.
best fight he is capable of making and to
do it now.

“You can help by sending us a check for
$15.00 in payment of your current dues."

The standard biography

KARL MARX

Franz Mehrlng
© $3.50 - |

Labor Action Book Service
114 West 14 Street, New York City

August 2, 1954 Vol. 18, No. 31

Published weekly by Labor Action Publishing Com-
pany, 114 West 14-Street, New York 11, N. Y.—
TeJephone: WAtkins 4.4222—Re-entered as second-
class matter May 24, 1940, at the Post Office at
New York, N.'Y., under the act-of March 3, 1874.
—Subscriptions: $2. a year; §1 for 6 months
($2.25 and $1.15.for Canaﬂlan and Foreign).—
. Opinions and policies: expressed in signed articles
by -contributors do not necessarily represent. the
fiews of Labgr Action, which are given in editorial ;
#tatements. :

, Edifor: HAL DRAPER
* Asst, Ed.: GORDON HASKELL,

BEN HALL
» lqslness Mgr. L G- SMI'I'H

v




|

iy e

" Augast 2, 1958

" Attorney General

) icks Up Momentum
- In Congress Rush to A .

By GORDON HASKELL

Withouf: atiy débate whatever,
the House of Representatives pass-
ed a bill on July 21 which would
strip of Amigfican citizenship
rights any citizen who advocates
overthrow of the government by
fovee and violetice. On the same
day, with the 16 dissenting voice
of New York Congressman Celler,
the Houge judieiary subcommittee
approved a bill to outlaw the Com-
munist Party of this country and
all “frontal” organizations.

The reaction to these new and
radical steps in the direction of a
police state was mild if not negli-
gible. The press of the extreme
#ight hooted with delight, while
‘the more “responsible” papers of
“Republican liberalism” and even
the extreme liberal press like the
New York  Post contented them-
selves with a few observations on
the contradictory or redundant na-
ture of the two measures. ‘
SANCTIMONIOUS TIMES

The claim in that qifdrter seems
to be that as th¢ Shiith Act al-
ready provides criiiidl penalties
for "conspiring t6 advocate over-
throw of the géverimeiit by force
and violence," thé "de-nationaliza-
‘tion" bill would-add nothing to the
worries of possible defendants.
And the argument goes that both
Brownell and
FBl-chief J. Edgar Hoover have op-
posed the illegalization of the Com-

munist Party on the basis that it

-would drive it further underground
than it is now, and hence would
make it more difficult for the FBI
t+o follow its activities. The New
York Times typically contents it-
self with the editorial observation
that "The question is, of course,
not whether we dislike communism
but how best; in the light of our
traditions and present responsibil-
ities, to deal with it. We can't put

‘the whole party in jail. Probably

we -will have to continue to pro-
teed against individuals for speci-
fied offenses, just as we do against
murderers and -burglars. And cer-
tainly persons charged with -beil.ig
‘members of a Coimmunist conspir-
acy should continue to have the
same rights—as they have had, to
the last ounceé of judicial patience
—as burglars and murderers.”
First of all, it is difficult, in the

‘present atmosphere, to"guess why

the Times assuités that “we can’t
put the whole ‘party in jail.” That
is precisely the purpose of the

emergency provisions of the Me-

Carran Internal Security- Act. And

‘what the bill passed by the House

subcommittee proposes to do is' to
make just this possible even with-
out an -emergency.

DEMOCRATIC TRADITION

As the dernocratic tradition in
this country is only shaken and th
completely put to route, the .b_l.ll
does not simply provide, as a simi-
lar statute in a Nazi state might,
that anyone charged by the _state
authorities with being a member
of the CP can be put in “detention”
foi an indefimite period. It covers

‘its intent with legal verbiage.

In past court trials, the most dif-

ficult thing for the ‘government has

been o prove Comminist Party . eng

wads dénied. In most of the Smith
Act #rials, where the defendants
were prominent party leaders, this
obstacle for the prosecution was
never too great. But even with the
legions of FBI informers inside the
CP it may réemain most difficult to:
prove actual party membership
against a rank ‘and file member. -

So, the bill sets out to “liberal-
ize” the rules of evidence by which
juries shall determine whether or
not a person had been a member
of the proscribed organizations. It
sets forth the following criteria, to
be considered by a jury under in-
structions from a judge; in deter-
mining membership in any pro-
scribed organization. The bill says
that the jury, in detérmining mem-
bership shall consider whether the
accused person:

“1, Has been listed to his knowl-
edge as a member in any book, or
any of the lists, records, correspon-
dence or any other document of the
organization;

“2. Has made financial contribu-
tions to the organization -in dues,
assessments, loans, or in any other
form; : :

“3. Has made himself subject to
the discipline of the organization
in any formr whatsoever;

“4, Has executed orders, plans or
directives of any kind of the or-
ganization; '

“5. Has acted as an agent, cour-
ier, messenger, correspondent, or-
ganizer or in any other capacity
in behalf of the organization;

“6. Has conferred with an officer
or other member of the organiza-
tion in behalf-of any plan or enter-
prise of the organization;

“7.. Has been accepted to his
knowledge as an officer or member
of the organization or as one to be
called upon for services by other

‘officers -or members of the organ-

ization; S e
“8, Has written, ‘spoken or"in

‘any other way ‘communicated by

signal, semaphore, ‘sign :or.in any
other form of . communication
orders, directives or-plans of the
organization; o R
“9, Has prepared documents,"

. pamphlets, leaflets, books- or any.

other type of publication in behalf
of the objectives and purposes of
the-organization. '

“10. Has mailed, shipped, circu-
lated, distributed, ~delivered or in
any other way sent or delivered to
other material or propaganda of
any kind in behalf -of the organ-:
ization; ' .

“11. Has advised, counseled or in
any other way imparted informa-
tion, suggestions, recommendations
to officers or members of the or-
ganization or to anyone else in be-
half of the objectives of the or-
ganization; )

“12, Has indicated by word, ac-
tion, conduct, writing or in any
other way willingness to carry out
in any manner and to any degree

the plans, designs, objectives or .

purposes of the organization;

“13. Has in any other way par-
ticipated in the activities, plan-
ning, action, objectives or purposes
of the organization.” :

Thus; the definition'of “member-
ship” is proposed to be extended to
include activities which might be

in even by-distant sympa:

lourn

Further, the bill broadens the

definition- of the typé of organiza-
tion to be proscribed to “all frontal -
organizations and other organiza-

tions with the same revohitionary

purposes” as the Communist Party. -
As to the bill which provides |

for the stripping of citizenship

rights from persons convicted of °
’advécqcy of the violent overthrow -
" of the government, it is true that

on the face of it this is a duplica-

‘tion of the vicious Smith Act. But -

thaf is scant. reason for. compla-
cency. It only shows that Congress
-is swept by such a hysteria on the
question that they are quite will-
ing to pass duplicate, overlapping
and even contradictory measures

-of this nature. The motivation is

neither judicial logic nor the press-
ing necessity for legislation to fill
gaps in the law. It is simply that
almost no congressmen dare to op-
‘pose any "atiti-Communist’ bill
‘these days, and most of them con-
sider the passage of one of these
bills, with their name on it as au-
thor, as a great help in the race
for re-election. _

It is not a foregone conclusion
that all the bills described in this
and last week’s issue of Labor Ac-
tton will become law. And it is
quite probable that the Congress
has become so reckless in its grape-
shot type of legislation in this field
that the courts will throw a good
deal of it out the: window .as un-
constitutional, even if it is passed.

But the closer America comes to
a police state, the harder will it

“be for the labor movement to de-

velop the degree of independence
of thought and action which is re-
quired if this country is-to become
a factor for progress in the world
‘rather than ‘a bulwark of reaction.

A. J. Muste on Europe Tour ;

A. J. Muste, prominent Americdn revo-

Iutionary- pactfist and -supporter of the
Third Camp.idea 8 now touring ‘Europe
where he  is - addresging . a. number of
meetings and conferences. Rev. Muste’s.
tour will be climaxned by his délivery of
the keynote address at-the triennial con-
Jerence of the War Resisters ‘Interna-
tional at Paris on July 29. The theme
of this conference will ‘be “The.Third
Camp.” o ‘ ’
" The following is o speech delivered in
London by Muste, as it was reported in
the July 9 issue of Peace News, British
pacifist weekly. . : )

.. Theé Third Camp Movemeént. was con- -

cerned with ‘the possibility of preventing

- world catastrophe, said. Rev. A. J. Muste,

Secretary * Eniefitus of the ~American
Fellowship of Reconeiliation, in -an ad-
‘dress to leading ' members of British
peace organizations in London recently.

Nothing less than a revolutionary pro-
gram which could appedl to others "as
well as pacifists would be copable of de-
ing this, he said. It was nécessary to cre-
ate in the world a group of nations and
people which constituted a different kind
of alliance, an alliance of fraternity,
based on a different kind of power—
moral power. It was possible that in India,

Africa and Wesferh Europe people could

be foutid who woiild subscribe to such an
idea. But it was necessary for the Third
Canip- to have a sound ideodlogical base
if it were to be a positive force in the
world. There was every hope of arriving
ot new ond creafive political idéas
through the cooperation of pacifists and

-social ‘and political radicals. Each group

had much to ¥céach’ the other. :

The main hopé and objéctive of the
- Third Camp Wis the ‘possibility of its be-
7 At the-moment

|- could keep #hitaet the: same-i

" Fage Thres

_,VNo Surprises, |
PLEASE! |

. Last week Labor Action .
carried a page two headline

~ “Police State Measures De-
luge Congress.” After the ar-
ticle had been written sum- -
marizing the spate of bills
grinding through the legisla-
‘tive process which would re- .
striet civil liberties or impose |
savage penalties for -actions |- ;-
“which in the past have been “
regarded lightly by the law, '
Washington dispatches to the

- daily press told the:_ stb?y’ bf ‘
the unanimous passage by the -
‘House, without debate, -of a *
bill which would deprive dny -
American citizen, whéther na- "
tive born or naturalized, of .
his citizenship if convi_cted in .
court of having advocatéd or |

- conspired to advocate over-. -

throw of the government by -
force or wiolence. The Hoise "
Judiciary Committee had also *
passed, with only Congress- |-
man Cellar of New York dis- .
senting, o bill outlawing. the *
Communist Party. e

As is customary these days,
both these bills were written | -
so loosely that they could be a
threat to anyone who is not
a firm and unthinking sup- .|,
porte( of the status quo. oy

This week we feel that we | =

heddline used last wweek: And
as we plan the lay-out of the *
paper, we have kept a little >
-roons. open for a flash an- °
nouncement. Who knows what |-
repressive measure -Congress -
may pass before we actually.
go to press?—FEd. e

‘thete ‘was hothing to inflience them ex--
cept each other. If there were 4 third
‘element,” riot “based on miilitary. power,,
the deadlock could be broken and héalthy:
‘elements- could be encouraged. in bot
Russia and America. A. J. Muste believéd-
that ‘thére were such elements in -exist-.
ence ‘but they would rémain unmoved by
anything which wids a mere reflection '_o%
the polities of either power bloc. The:
Third Camp had thus to repudiate. both "
American arid Russian expansionist poli-’
‘cies: : R -
If war were joined, the United State§’
would have no hesitation in bombing out
Western Europe, he said. - Similarly, if
it could be done with impunity, the Rus-’
sians would be strongly 'inclined to oc=
cupy Western Europe if American in-
fluence were withdrawn. Only an inde~
endent, dynamic, non-power Dpolicy *in:

urope could prevent either fate from
befalling her. But if such a policy could
be initiated, Western Europe, in- comsx
mon with other nations of the Third
Camp in Asia and Africa, could gradu:’
ally eliminate in both East and Weést
those policies based on economic and
psychological compulsions, which' drove
the powers to conflict.

YOU'RE INVITED
to speak your mind in the letter
column of Labor Action. Our pol-
icy is to publish letters of general
political * interest, regardless  of -
“views. Keep them to 500 words.
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' EDlTO_R'S NOTE_

In the June 7 issue of Labor
Action we carried an extensive ar-
" "ticle by Clovis Maksoud, a spokes-

Purty of Lebanon, on “Arq,b So-
“ ctalism and its Parties.”

In hzs article, Comrade Maksoud
hinted “at certain Arab ' Socialist
opmwns on Zionism and Israel,
- and ot that time, in an editorial .

- mote, 46 ‘called” for further discus-
.ston and clarification on the ques-
, tion. We hope to publish in early
,", sues of Labor Action an extensive
discussion of the Lebanese socialist

Comrade Maksoud. .

.. In the meantime, we ha/ve re-
.cetwed a letter from Comrade Ge-
Cbran Magdalomy, acting foreign
- commissioner of the Socialist Pro-
‘‘gressive Party of Lebanon, in
which he takes issue with recent
articles published in our paper by
= Al Findley. We are printing. Com-
rade .Magdalany’s letter below,
‘wzth a reply from Comrade Find-
ley :

. It is our feeling that this ex-
~change still leaves the question of
the policy of the Socialist Progres-
1sive Party toward Israel as unclear
as ‘before. Perhaps the forthcom- _
mg article from Comrade Maksoud
“will clarify the matter for Ameri-
» can socialists.

. . We need only add that Comrade
~Fmdley remarks.on Zionism do
“not nece! ‘arily represent the views
of Labor Action. Those views are
bmefly stated in our editorial note
“in the June 7 issue of the paper.—
zE'ol
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A Few Correc’hons

To 'l'he Edlfor.

“When I read Comrade Al Fmd]eys
“article “Scorpxon Pass V/8 Kybya” in
~April 5 issue of your magazine, I was
.rather shocked by the number of inac-
cura,cles o
‘ But Comrade Fmdleys artlcle on Is-
‘tael in your May 17 issue proved that, the
‘author—though not always well mformed
“wiwas’ of ;good faith and that is why, I
“would like to point out to your readers
a ‘few “details, Comrade Fmdley did not
- seem to know:

“I—I don’t know where Comrade Find-
ley got the information assuring the
_.one-sided attitude of the U. S. and other
“‘countries in favor of the Arabs.
© (a) Without the U. 8. Israel would
have never become a reality.

t:(b) The U.'S. has been pumping Is-
rael with dollars since 1948 through gov-
ernment and private funds.’

(¢) The U. S. has procured for Israel
the weapons it has used to kill the women
‘and children in Deir Yassin, Kybia,
_ ‘Nahaleen; (to name only the most im-

"portant mass slaughters).

(d) A practical embargo of weapons

Whs applied by the Western powers
. against the Arabs.

'

.3

: ‘attack:
© -(a) The ‘investigation eommission did
- _not” find " the "Jordanians guilty of the
. Storpion Pass attack while it affirmed the
' responsrblhty of Israel in Kibya.

"(b) Kibya is not the first terrorist “ex-
= ploit”, it'has brilliant predecessors: assas-
{ sinatign” of Bernadotte, Deir Yassine;
-(the. heroes 0f which were rewarded by
* the Israel courts which shocked even the
- reactionary Time magazine) and it has

a dignified “successor: Nahaleen.

... {¢) Even if we suppose that Jordan-.
ians are the authors of Scorpion Pass
+ {which according to me is not true), this
will have been the first serious attack by
the Arabs, and you will agree that there
is:no; comparison between Seorpion Pass
(11 killed) and Kibya: 46 killed and an
entlre v1llage destroyed (in.Deir Yassine
n and children were kllied) A

""man of the Socialist Progressive

~ point of view on these matters by

" II-—Kibya is by no means a retalatory-

(d) In 90 per cent or more of the
border skirmishes Israel has been found
Guilty by the Armistice Commission.

(e) T\ihe Authors of most of the Israel
attacks are in the army while from the
Arab side most of the attacks come from
.Bedouins. who ‘have no connection with
the army.

III- The enemies of Israel are not the
‘Feudals: ‘by the way these are its best
allies ‘but their fear of the mass is the
factor which keeps their mouth shut (of;
ficially). They are the only ones who sold
parts of their lands to the Zionists in
Palestine and southern Lebanon and they
“protect the “contraband” between Israel
and its neighboirs.

IV—If in Nazareth the Communists
got 38 per cent of the vote, they reached
a percentage of 50 among the Arab refu-
gees in Lebanboti, Syria and elsewhere and
1 will not bel stirprised if they. grow
steadily because of Israel.

. V—Zionism and socialism ecannot go to-
gether; for Zlomsm is essentially racist
and confesswnalist While the latter is
anti-racist and anticonfessionalist. We
.understand that the Jews have been the
victims-of discrimination but the solution
for racism should be looked for at the
“root, and not created at the expense of a
-peaceful ” population. which has  been
thrown out of its ancestral homeland. We
know how powerfl the. Zionist propa-
ganda is in the United States and espe-
cially’ in New York, and that could be one
of the factors which misled Comrade
Findley but we would like him to analyse
the fact that “soeialist” Israel is com-
pletely with the capitalist bloc while the
feudals of the Arab world did not dare
‘to take-any step—thanks to socialist and
progressive pressure—in that direction.
It is needless to add that the Arab social-
“ists are the only mass strength in this
area ﬁghtmg for the third force.
) Yours sincerely,

GEBRAN MAGDALANY
‘Acting Commissioner

~wae. i Foreign Commissary .

e Socialist Progresswe Party

Belrut Lebanon
July 12 1954

A Reply E s
‘To.the Edd'or ‘
‘Tn a contmuous series of border inci-

. ‘dens over a number of years there can be

no. doubt that both.sides are guilty of un-
justified killings, etc. The Israeli-Arab
fighting is ho exceptxon My article made
that clear. The letter from Comrade
Magdalany -does not ‘seem to operate on
that fact-but appears to be one-sided.

In a specific case the guilt and degree
of guilt of one or another side can be
discussed. But ‘such ‘a diseussion, while
.assessing the relative guilt, should also
take- into - consideration the endlessness
and therefore the uselessness of these
acts.

Now, to the maccuracles I am. accused
of:

(1) Arms: Has ‘Comrade Magdalany
forgotten that-the-Arab Legion of Jor-
dan is ﬁnanced .armed and officered by
the British?" That the U. S. has just
signed'a military pdet with Iraq?

(2) Role of th¢ U. S. The U. 8. has
sometimes favored. Zionists. It has also.

- sometimes favored, the Arabs. In the last
few months the. scale has been tipping
over in faver of the oil and strategic
locatlon of the Arab countries.

{2) Number of casualhes. The ma'l'ching

of figures as to how. many died {n an [s-

raeli atrocity as. compared to how many
died in an Arab afrocify ix entirely beside
the point. The point is, that socialists shounid
condemn alf atrocities. The fact is that in
total casualties. Israel has suffered more.
True, they have, been the result of small
attacks, but ihey add up. As to condemna-

tion by the mlxed armistice commission [

do not understand where the ratio of 9.1
was. obtained. In the first years the con-
demnation ran against the Arabs. Recent

events have hlrned them more against Is-
rael,

- (3) Volunteers, Bedouins, Army. In the
Kibya incident I pointed out that nobody
could believe Israel’s statement that the
attack was carried out by volunteers. It
is equally difficult to believe that Bedouins
alone are responsible for attacks from
the Arab side. The armies of both sides

have been involved.~The Arab Legion has

"been “active” in Jerusalem. However,

most- often the acts are carried-out.by. .
re: disciplined . -

reserves,. or miilitia who

fflsrael llomsm, and the Pos:tlon of the Arab Socmllsts —A Dlscussmn

“but responsnalhty for whom can be de-
nied by the governments. :

(4) Feudal Arabs and Israel. {The
statemént of the king of Saudi Arabia
that the Arabs should be prepared to
sacrifice millions of men to’get rid of
Israel shows that there is no love lost be-
‘tween the feudal-Arabs and Israel. It in-
_cidentally is a good clue (given its gov-
ernmental weight) in judging the relative

" guilt in border incidents. That the Arab
masses are now also oppesed to Israel is
also unfortunately true but is a fact that
_can not be a final one for secialists.

(5) Confessionalism and racialism. Some
Zionist policies do give some basis for the
charge that Zionism is "racist and confes-
sionalist." But to identify Zionism per se
with racialism and confessionalism raises
the theoretical question ‘of whether Jews
are a nation or not, a question which space
-forbids discussing here.

) At any rite, it is neeessary to dlﬁeren-
_tiate between Zjonism and Israel. Some
extreme statements. have been made that
“Zionism is dead” and Israeli rational-
-ism has replaced it. :

. What Comrade Magdalany’s attitude
is toward Lebanon and Pakistan I do not
know. However here are statés that are
‘almost exclusively confesswnal in their
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reason for separate existence. As a so-
cialist I may deplore the state of feeling
on one or 'both sides which creates the
burning desire for separation. However,
once this exists socialists can only sup-

.port the right to self determination and

work for closer cooperation and eventual
confederation or other form of reunifi-
cation.

On the -Arab-Jewish questlon I thmk
it would make for a clear and more fruit-
ful discussion if Comrade Magdalany

would express his oplmon on a -few ques-

tions.

(a) Do the Jews have any legitimate
national -aspirations in the Near East?
What are they?

(b) How would Arab socialists pro-
pose to satisfy such just aspiration?-

-(c) Does Israel have a place in Arab
socialist plans for the unification of the
Near East? )

(d) A New York Times dispateh. of

"May 9 reports that -socialists of -Lebanon

and Syria .have come-out for a struggle

-against péace with Israel. Is this report
-aceurate, and does it refer to the Socials
‘ist Progressive Party of Lebapon? If se,
“what is the party’s reason for such a
‘stand?

AL FINDLEY

By ALLAN VAUGHAN

.LONDON, July 21 — Cease-fire
.agreements have now- been signed
‘in Indochina. So- ends the war
which has lasted for seven years
-and seven months, The Left-Radi-

< cal -premier, Mendes—France, has
saved French = capitalism from
another humiliating. mllltary de-
feat in the Far East. .

From the point. of view of the
British labor movement there is
‘quite a case to be made in favor of
.the proposed “partition” of "Viet-
nam. However, this case is by no
means as impressive as Tribune
‘[the Bevanite weekly], would ap-

pear to assume.

There is peace in Indochina, and ille
blood of Frenchmen will- no . longer be
spilléd on the alter of an outmoded and
outdated French imperialism. But it must
be realized that -anether Korea is in the
_making, for the division of Vietnam into
two zones without prier consultation of.
the peoples of the country lays the basis
for a united Vietnam on one premise alone:
the military victory of the Vietminh (which
‘¢an now only-take place in the face of a
United Nations intervention in Indochina)
_or of the Vietnamese authorities (which
too can only. be. conceived. in Hie confext
of a. general war in the Far East with
¢ Chinese interveation). in other words, the
temporary advantages of the Geneva Con-
ference agreement are cancelled out by
their long-term disadvantages.

These facts are not properly seen at
the moment, however, There is jubilation
in- the columns- of the natienal press.
Tribune will no doubt hail Mendes-France
‘as a French Bevanite, and Eden’s diplo-
‘macy at the Geneva conference will re-
ceive fulsome praise in the editorials and
" lead artieles. Unfortunately, to large sec-
tions of the labor movement in this coun-
try, to be “left,” one has to advocate
more conferences among the big powers
than the right wing proposes. The ap-
parent success . of Mendes-France's deal
with the Stalinists will engender still
further illusions in the efficacy of such
conferences among the rank and file of
the movement. This is a fact we must
not blind ourselves to. . . .

German Rearmament

tarily eclipsed the concern and interest

“The Chauvinist Danger
In the BLP I.eft Wing

The “Indochina situation has momen- -

of .the Labor Party ‘in’; the- controversy‘

certain that Aneurin Bevan will be de-
feated for the post of treasurer of the

"Labor Party,-it is by no means certain
,that the rlght wing will get away: s with
‘its polidy in support “of rearming . Ger—
‘many. Meetings held in the London area

on the rearmament ‘issue have left no
residue of ‘doubt in the minds of Trans-
port House [BLP headquarters], that on
this point, the rank and file is firmly re-
solved to prevent this suicidal National
Executive Committee policy from. doing

-any further damage to the Labor Party’ B

already tarnished prestige.«

At a meeting on Saturday, July 17, Denis
Healy, former international secretary of
the Labor Party, and now Labor M.P. for

‘a Leeds constituency, made a brave at-

tempt to push over the right wing's. policy
to a conférence of a few hundred dele-
gates from labor parties and trade unions
in -the London and Middlesex areas. He
1l(_illfullyﬂ played off. the various groups of
opinions, -one ' against the other. Quite o
considerable number -of delegates, | am
told, opposed the official. policy on purely

‘chauvinist: lines: ("The Germans can't be .

trusted,”” or! “remember Belsen dnd Buch-
.enwald’’). .Others -opposed official ‘policy
on pacifist-grounds. Two Oucker delegates
spoke (including Jimmy Hudson, the pcci-
fist M.P.)—and put forward some utterly
chauvinist arguments against the platform.

SOCIALIST POSITION

Fortunately, a few delegates did .-put
forward the true internationalist posi-
tion. They pointed out that socialists are
not opposed to German rearmament be-
cause it is German, but because it is part
and parcel of the rearmament of the
western capitalist bloc. The key- fuestion

- was the withdrawal of troops from Ger-
. many, both West and East—so that the

German workers themselves could settle
accounts with thelr ‘own- capxtalls’cs or
bureaucrats.

This German rearmament questxon is”

the real’ meeting ground for pmnapled
revolutionary socialists.’
Bevanite M.P.s are tinged to some extent
with this vicious chauvinism—a hang-
over from Vansrttarnsm of the war years

—and it remains the duty of soclahsts )

to fight energetically. against this poison
'm the bloodstream of the Labor Party.

WEEK by WEEK . . .

LABOR ACTION screens and analyses. -

the week's news, discusses the .cur~
rent. problems of labor and soclalism..

‘Nearly all the

-~ gives youw- inforuwhon you. un‘i ﬁd
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Buar Association Proposes.
Teach Communism in Schools

By MICHAEL HARRINGTON
‘Last week, the Standing Com-

‘mittee on American Citizenship of
"the American Bar Association pro-
posed that the theory and practice
-of Communism should be taught in
all United States schools.

‘Said the Committee, "The dan-

‘gers of communism could be read-
-ily understood if properly taught,-
‘and it would be of great value to

the youth of our country if they
could be adequately shown the dif-
ferences between the theory and
practices of communism and the

. theory and practices of the United

States under our Constitution.”
In as much as this resolution is

for the teaching of a eontroversial-
subject, one’s tendency is to wel- -

come it as a break in the monotony
of the witch-hunt in our schools.
However, such feelings of joy are
tempered when one realizes that
the Committee also says, “Should
occasions arise, and it is entirely
possible, where advantage is being

-taken by the teacher, it is believed

that this could be speedily handled
and without danger to the persons
who are bemg taught ”
SPEEDILY HANDLED

How can a teacher lecture on the

nature of Stalinism with such a -

knowledge? Will the problem be

“speedily handled” if a teacher de-

‘clares that the October Revolution
was made by the great mass of the
Russian people? Could one risk say-
ing that Czarism had been a brutal
despotism and that revolt against
‘it was moral and ethical? How
would the intervention of western
troops be. handled?

* This is one set of problems. They
will arise if the teaching of the
"theories and practice”

to be taught; under the shadow of
the witch-hunt where problems can
be "speedily handled.” In this case,
the compulsory ignorance on the
subject of the nature of Stalinism
—and parhcul\:rly. the nature of
its appeal in colonial areas—will
simply go on or increase and the
Bar Association confribution #to
academic freedom is know-noth-

ingism.
But what if, by some miracle,
the Bar Association actually

means: teach the theory and prac-
tice of Communism, without the

.shadow of the witch-hunt. What

is the American theory of Com-
munism? And how ‘can it be
taught? '
Certainly, there are many Amer-
jcan images of Stalinism. Elements
of the reactionary groupings ac-
tually take the propaganda at its

" word. and see Russia as a socialist

nation—which they are against.
But . by - far the most popular

* théory of  what Stalinism is

emerges as some kind of varlant

of Com-
munism is taught as we expect it

revolutionaries went and overthrew
the Czar (who was not too good)
and Alexander Kerensky (who was
marvelous). Since then these men,
and their successors and assigns,
have been plotting- world revolu-
tien which moves -forward through
the activities: of traitors, fifth col-
umnists and decadent intellectuals
Jlke Alger Hiss.

" So the theory- runs. Yet notice
that such a theory cannot deal with
any of the mass movements which
the Stalinist control. It could not

account for -the strength of the-

lConhnued on page 7]

A Principled
"Defense of
Civil Liberties

A letter published in the
- New .York Times last week
expresses some very- impor-
tant points on the nature of
the witch-hunt and the de-
fense -agdinst 'it. This- letter
was ‘written by a Robert B.
Daniels, assistant profegsor
of Slavic studies, Indiana Uni-
versity. He wrote in reference
to a defense of the Carnegie
Corporation by Charles Dol-
lard, its president.

Said Professor Daniels,
“Despite commendable efforts
‘by many people to stand up
against the attacks on non-

~ conforming thought which
have become popular in some

" quarters, there is a disturbing

. tendency often to be noted in
the tactics of the defense. The
critic is not opposed in prin-
ciple, but only on the ground
that his attack is erroneous
and unfalr. cee

"DEEP AFFECTION"

“Must the Swede Gunnar
Myrdal have a ‘deep affeetion’
for America, as Mr. Dollard
adduces in his defense, before
his epoehal research on Amer-
ican social problems should be
-allowed? Must social science
guarantee that it will not
reach conelusions favorable to .
‘socialism’ before it is a]]owed
to exist?

* “In fear of that verbal bogy,
Mr. Dollard. defends ‘social
‘planning’ on the ground that
it 'pertains to the New Deal
and does not' violate the pre-
sumed. anti-socialist principle
of Americanism. This example
of the error of trying to prove
conformity is only an uncon-
| vincing terminological retreat
which  concedes all the
strength of principle to .the
-opponent of planning. ...” .

.struggle. A

In Asia and in Afrlca, the stu-
dent plays a far _more lmportant
political role, than he can in the
United States. The backwardness
of his country and thé' lmportance

of literate skills allow the student
movement to take a. position of

leadership in -the anti-imperialist
recent” book, Commu-
nism in Education in-Asia, Africa
and the Far Pacific, ($3, American
Council on Education) makes ‘it
clear that the United States has
failed to reach these students w1th
any kind of success.

Why do the Stalinists cap'l'ure
such movements? The auther, Eells,
answers in one sentence: "Commu-
nist student leaders know what
they want.” In other words, Stalin-
ism at least has a coherent pro-
gram, actually addressed to the
problems of the Asian and African
nations, and specifically anti-capi-
talist in content. That this program

is a cover-up for brutal totalitar--

idn reality is not the point. What
is crucial is that the Stalinists ob-
viously do have a political appeal
to make in Asia and in Africa.

GOOD EXAMPLE

A good example of the nature of
this appeal lies in' another fact
which Eells reports: “It has some-

times been said, also, that commu-

nism thrives on jgnorance and il-
literacy, but this generalization is
not entirely borne out in India. The
percentage of literacy is only 10
per cent or less in India as 3 whole,
but is fully 75 per cent in parts of
southern India, particularly' Tra-
vancore-Cochin where the Commu-
nist Party achieved . its greatest
gains in the 1951-52 gemeral ‘elec-
tions. Large quantities' of Commu-
nist books, magazines, 'pamphlets
and leaflets were- poured in....>
This second point is of the great-

est importance. Those few. Ameri-
cans who do realize the very real

fact that poverty and illiteracy are-

one of the chief problems of our
world often do not'understand the
political acumen of the Stalinists
and the appeal which they can
make to colonial students and in-
tellectuals.

Yet although Eells himself real-

izes this fact, he can offer no really
positive approach ‘6" the entire
problem. Thus the very first point
in his program of “"How %o deal

‘with Communism in the educational

system abroad,” is to callefor do-
mestic reform. The areas where
we must concentrate, according to
Eells, are "the race problem. labor
strife, graft, crime . . . and what
we should do is "fo set our own

house in better order.” On this

score, Eells is particularly inter-
ested in the importance of race re-

lations in fhe United S'l'ci'es in the’
‘students.

opinions - of -

colonial
broad.: j

The Appeal of Stalinism
Among Students Abroad

.not be permitted to -possess the i

Jlong as it continues in ity suicidal

- Stalinism in backward countries.

“students, he is basically calling for
‘the United States to abandon ifs”
“position as e defender of capliqllsl_n '
_and to appear before the world as

- ing: class, as the class which is capable o

Eells’ second and third points’a're" 4
routine (though certainly w1th a
value). He calls for greater ex-
change of information . between
governments and an increase in the:
exchange of students, professors
‘and ether leaders between the dlf-
ferent countries.

SUICIDAL IGNORING R

Yet whery the conclusion ef thm
book is-stated, “The war of ideas:
nust be won. Communism nruss:

minds and seuls of the youth of .
Asia, Africa and the South Paci-
fic.” One cannet lielp but feel that .
America will loose these minds as

ignoring of the political content of

Moreover, when Eells calls for
domestic reform as part of the pro-
gram to reach the mind of foreign

a socially conscious nation. Yet the

advocacy of such programs, stated’
in ferms of the problem of educd-
tion alone, immediately involves

you in the whole question of Amer- -
ican political life and how to- or-

ganize precisely such a movement..
" It is good that Dr. Eells makes
his point on the success of

Stalinism in dealing with the stu-

dents of Asia and Africa. It is good .
that hé sees that this success is in-

timately tied up with the pohtlcal :
appeal of Stalinism in a backward

country But what is tragic about

the¥ sftuation is that Dr. Eells is

among a ting rmnorlty — most

Amerlcans being meore or less con-.
vinced of the soundness of the basi¢-

prenuses of -that mindlessness

which is called foreign policy—
and more than that, that he fails

to see that his program does mot -
merely call for reform, but foas a.

democratic revolutlon.

o S B
| The YSL’s Aim |
: y
The Young Socialist League is o demo-
cratic socialist organization  striving: to:
aid in the basic ransformation of tis so--
ciety info. one where the means of produc
tion and distribution shall be eo“echvely
owned and -democratically managed. The
YSL attempts to make the young workers |
and students, who form its arena of activ-,
ity, conscious of the need for organizafion,
directed against capitalism and Stalinism.

The YSL rejects the concept that staie
ownerslup without democratic confrois-
represents socialism; or that socialism con:
be achieved witheul political democrecy,
or through undemocratic means, or im
shortf in ary way other than the conscious
active . parficipation of the people thems '
selyes in the building of the- new: social
order. The YSL orients toward the works.

leading soclefy i'o the esfcbhslnnenf ot
socialism,




; §By A. GIACOMETTI

“PARIS, July 17—The 1gnom1n10us collapse of
-ngh Commissioner Voizard’s “reform’” policy
‘4n Tunisia has brought the temporary truce to
ian end. Since’ May, the French government, in
-its dealings with Tunisian nationalism, has re-
‘lapsed into de Hautecloque’s policy of military
repression, thereby forcing the Tunisian peo-
- -ple into armed rebellion.

... This new. clash has thrown colonialism into
a. crisis, both under its “extreme” and “mod-
. erate” forms. Unable to fulfill any of its func-
tions, or even to maintain its own law and
forder, so to speak, the collaborationist M’zali
“government started to fall apart and. finally re-
“wignied on.July 6. This resighation pulled the

*has thus been forced to assume full responsi-
“hility for its own actions, and has been brought

" tiation partner in Tunisia: the Neo-Destour
txpart‘y' and its exiled leader Habib Bourguiba.

; ‘But, more important for us, the sharpemng of the
l(:onﬂlct has also placed before the nationalist movement
“hew problems, which will force it to reconsider its polit-
“jédl bases. The most important factor which is forcing
‘the French administration to retreat and the Neo-
-Destour to revise its policies, is the rise of the “National
Liberation Army,” which' has also been called the
“fellaghas ”

. This movement first appeared a little less than a year
‘ago in the form of small armed groups operating in
: Southern Tunisia. At the time, the French press dismissed

" -#hem as "bandits."” The groups were not numerous, and
Hiey were confined to the arid and sparsely populated
South. They were. composed mainly of Neo-Destour mem-
- "bers who had ‘been forced to go underground to escape
Heportation fo concentration camps, exile or torture under
£ ngh Commissioner _de Hautecloque's administration. The
»~‘-~suppor+ the. population. gave these groups was, in the
Y passlve. and they could not bé described as a real
ar mass movemen#, Although the French administra-
f'lion ‘dtfempted repea'l'edly fo wipe them: out by mihfary

. ‘cruits as a result of the reign of terror it had esfablixhed
- ‘In the cities and In the villages.

 Strenth o the Fellaghas

. ;z..a'.

-~ Today, the strength of the “fellaghas” is estimated
“between 500 and 2000, depending on the sources, with
. 1500 usually quoted as a likely figure. Their range of
i ‘operatlon extends over the whole country. They are welk
#quipped in light but rodérn Weapons, mainly from
- *#toeks left in North Africa after the last war. They
. ‘wear a uniferm. Théy are said to be trained in Tripoli-
tania, with moral and material support from Egypt and
Rfie Arab League. Infiltrating over the border. in“small
Froups, they unite o Tunisian territory for concerted
‘Hhilitary operations. Aided by the virtudlly uananimous
"support of the population, they sometimes ineige with
3t: “one meets them continuously on the street without
fimowmg, nothing distinguishes at first sight a fellagha
from any other Tunisian,” wrote a frightened French
" Hiisinessman in-a ietteér quoted by France-Observateur.
They have succeeded:in controlling tempordrily whole
s ‘areas, where they have administered- justice and' per-
* Yormed other administrative functions while in .contral.
1 T "short; these armed groups .are assummg more- and
‘ihore the characteristics of a partisan-army.

" Politically this movement répresents a backward
4icirm of natienalist revolt, usually with rehglous over-’
_ ‘tones, comparable: to the. Muslim Brotherhood in ‘other

- Middle Eastern countries. There is no evidence-at all of
‘Stalinist influence in it, although the French administra-
- tion, always quick to smear by amalgam, hints darkly
at “Moscow gold.” What there was of Neo-Destour in-
1ﬂuence, has decreased as the movement has grown. Since
it is opposed to military resistance and terroristic ae-
. tlon, the Neo-Destour Party could not attempt to take
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TUNISIAN REVOLT ENTERS NEW PH

Ylast preténse of Tunisian support from under e
Voizard’s policy. The French administration

« face to face with the only representative nego-

heuns. it only succeeded in providing them with new re- .

e

the leadership of the movement. The people who are
flocking to thie underground now are politically un-
trained, backward elements, peasants and agricultural
xvorkers for the most part who are driven to despera-
tion by the French repression and see no solutin except
counter-terrorism—Xkilling, crop burning, sabotage.

In the cities similar tendencies are making them-
selves felt by propagandizing for Arab dress, as opposed
to European clothing. Young Tunisians have been at-
tdacked on the street for going about bare-headed instead
of wearing the fez. A mort ominous sign has been the
indiseriminate slaying of Frenchmen, regardless of sex,
agle, political affiliation or degree of responsibility in
the regime. In agricultural areas, the action of the
“fellaghas” has been sometimes directed against agri-
cultural machinery, in a luddite, machine-smashing
spirit. A correspondent of Le Monde writes:

Luddrfe Machme-Smashmg

"In the wheat growing regions of the Center,
flley destroy not only tlie crops but also the lagri-

_-repeatedly that they would not attack those who
would harvest with sickles. This is a fdr cry from
the modernistic tendencies of the (Neo-) Destour.

. The inhabitants of the steppes have always mi-
grated to the North in the beginning of summer
to work in the fields diuriiig harvést time. This sea-
sonal work is an indispensdble source of income

- to them. Today the mechanical larvesters more and

““ more deprive them of this work, and thiere have-
been incidents over it in the past. In 1952, in the
Kef region, Bedouins attempted to stop the ma-
chines and harvest themselves by force. The Eu-
ropeun settlers and the (Neo-) Destourian farmers
indignantly united then to make them understand,
by means of pnckihandle biows. that the era of the
sickle was a thing of the past. In resurrecting this
quarrel, the fellaghas actually propose a new eco-
nomic doctrine, for which a case can be made, but
which is not the docirine of the nationalists.”

The correspondent of Le Monde then continues:

"Thus the fellaghas are neither the shock troops
of the (Neo-) Destour nor, it would seem, of any
other Tunisian party. Their action has certain as-

 '‘péets~~xenophobe and backward—of a mdss-move«
ment. But if is a disciplined movement. And it is
the first time that popular reactions are being or-
ganized without the hélp of the middle-class poli-
ticians, who until now had succe&ded in chantiélling
dnd- utilizing them."

How did this movement arise outside the Néo- Destour
Party to the point where it is threatemng to outflank
it? The answer must be sought in the policies of the
Neo-Destour itself. Like the other nationalist move-
ments in North Africa, such as the Istiglal and the PDI
(Parti Démocratique de I’Independence) in Morocco or,
in Algeria, the UDMA (Union Déniocratique du Mani-
feste Algerien) and, to a lesser extent, the MTLD
(Mouvement pour le Triomphe des Libertés Démocra-
tigues), its action has been based on reformist assump-
tions:  that a measure of democracy and national
autonomy could be achieved by ‘gradually wringing re-
forms from the French governmeit; that-the Parliameérnt
in Paris could be played off against the French séttlers
in North Africa; that the U. S. who-has a military and
economic stake in North Africa, could be played off

: agamst ‘French colonialism,

Experience has disproved these assumptions on every

- count. Nevertheless, even now the nationalist parties of -

the Maghreb have refused to shed their illusions. A case
in peint is the reaction of the Neo-Destour to the recent
events in Tunisia. Far from demanding total inde-
penderice, it is actually willing to accept for Tunisja the
status of a French satellite, hoping that within such a-

- framework local autonomy can be achieved. In the face
of the rising tide of rebellion, the Neo-Deéstour thus
obstinately offers the French governmeént- a last chanece
which the latter nexther can hor wants to take,

What Does Neo-Destour Offer?

What is the Neo-Destour offering? Writing in the
July 3 issue of L’Express, a Paris weekly which supports
Mendés-France, a membet of the Neo-Destour’s Direct-
ing Committee, Hedi Nouira, summed up the nationalist
demands as follows:

(1) Creation of a Tunisian executive, with control of
Police.

(2) Election by unmiversal and direct suffrage of a
Tunisian legisiative dssembly, the first task of
which would be to draft a Constitution. This as-
sembly would not othdrwise possess the power of
legislative initiative, but would discuss ohly proj-
ects submitted to it by the executive.

(3) Recruit from now on Tunisian functionaries instead
-of French ones in order to¢ achieve a Tunisian
administration.

Under these proposals, the following extensive safe-

guards are‘offered to the French government:

(1) The French malliary bdses and garrisons. would be
refamed.

(Z‘f No ‘chianges ‘would: be madeé in the trade ‘policies
with France;. the: curl‘ency umfy’ wﬂﬂd be ‘main-

---cultural) machine. They have let the farmers know .

(3) Preferential rights would be grunfed fo French -

educational and cultural institutions over similar foreign
institutions,

On the political level, the French re51dénts in Tu-
-nisia woild enjoy every p0551b1e right cox‘npatlble with
Tunisian autonomy. They would, of course, enjey :full
voting rights; an Economie Council, composed of-both
French and Tunisians, would have.to be consulted on ail
economic and social mattexs, as well 4% on certain finan-
cial questions.
Tunisian functionaries who would be taken over from
the present administration, would be fully respectéd.
Moreover, on the judiciary level, the Néb-Destour’s pro-

posals include two higher courts, composed of both -

Frenchmen and Tunisians, who would “constitute a
necessary counter-weight to administrative omnipo-
tence” and would also settle disputes arising from pos-
sible measures taken by the Tunisian Assembly “which
could appear to infringe on the collective interests of
the French colony in Tunisia.”

""We do not claim any of the external atiributes
of sovereignty, such as the army or the conduct of
- foreign affairs.” The only thing the Neo-Destour
really opposes, hé said, is #i¢ usiitpdtion of polit-
ical ‘power by ‘the French settlérs, since the ir-
tended outcome of this policy is te #ransfér
Tunisia into a French provmce Bourguiba went on
to say:

_ "If we cannot obtain Tunisian dutonomy peace-
fully, if war should bredk oit, thén all will depend
on the power which will help the Tunisian people
to liberdte itself. For Franée it means a dead end,
for Tunisia the unknown. No, | cannot believe in

. this. it is in the interests of France to go forward,
especially since its fiture dépénds on the future
of Africa. It is in the interests of France to accept
as negotiation purtners a moderi party dnd mod-

" ern men, with a lay orientation, which she herself
fdémed and who live on the spirit, the culture and
the principles which she herself has taught them.
We can, on a‘State to State hasis, build a strong
edifice. . . . We are ready to do it. But time is
growing very short.”

The Will to Cooperate

This will to co-operate, to reach an amiable unde}-
standing, is even more apparent in another 1nterv1ew,
which Bourguiba gave to France-Obsérvateur on July
1st. Answering the question of what concrete measures
‘the Fiench government would have to- take to appease
the revolt in Tunisia, he said:

"It would be sufficient to face up squarely to
the political problems, to abandon the more or less
clearly formulated projects of integration, and to
be content with ensiuring the presence. of France
by the friéndship of a people that-has been rallied
to her. Besides, -this friendship- would -be ‘guaran-.
teed concretely by the military presence of France,
which we are 'not questioning. No-mere reform will
appéase flie fempers. . , . There is a very coherent
{policy) which aims fo ‘trahsform: Tunisio into o

Frenéh country. The Tunisians will die-rather. then . .

accept this. Friends, allies, satellites of France, yes.
Frenchmen; no. . . . f ‘you can get out’ of the rut,
~ we ¢hall be dt your. side, loyal and: solidly: with

Frante, with the support of the Tunisian-peopld - .
behind us: thus we shail help youto counterbalance -

Germany, wheiéus toduy  the Mdghreb is -a- thorn

in the French side. We could contribute:to: youl - -

_ influénce, whercas today we are ‘a’ flaw- in- your
sysiem

Mr. Bourguiba is obviously very unwilling to break

all ties with the French government. What he would -
like to find before ‘him, is -an intelligent;. co-operative, -

reformist government willing to organrize a- “modus

vivendi” beétween the French and- the Tunisian bour- .
geoisie, with enough~datring and- imagination to grant.

réforms in ‘order to avoid revolutions—the . “unknown?
—=which Bourguiba fears no less than the French.do.

If the French bourgeoisie, including. the . “enlight--

ened” supporters of Mendés-France, were net bankrupt,
and if it did not unanimously conSIder its dominatioft
over North Africa-as an essential source of what little
strength it has left, this policy could bear some fruits.
As things stand, however, it can only be a source of
confusion. Any bourgeois government in France, even
headed by the most intelligent men with the best inten-
tions, is unable to meet the needs and the demands of

“the peoples of North Africa.

Mendés-France's Policy N

If any doubt should linger about this, the colonial
policy of the new Man of Destiny- should have been
sufficient to dispel it. When Mendes-France took office,
one of his first actions was to set up a Ministry of North

African Affaifs, in order to show the- interest of thé

new government in such matters. Unfottypately, how-
ever, this gesture was not followed by. any concrete
steps which would have shown that a new pollcy was
being actually carriéd out.

One does not’ exépfe a govérnmieiit fo ‘work: mquglei L.
affér ‘its firét two weeks-in- office; - Nevertheless: it would-- - . -
vhave been écsy Yo end the exule o‘f ch‘l‘r Boiirguiba him: -

In the administration; the rights of

gt



{Continued from page 1)
military intervention what had
been lost by the support of French
colonialism in Indochina ? Had they
really understood, at long last,
that the Truman-Acheson policy of
military containment  could only
lead .to one Korean-type disaster
after another, or worse, whether
or not, it is supplemented with the
particular twists: the Eisenhower-
Dulles mentality has given it? Had

they really come to the conclusion’
. that a positive, democratic foreign
policy through which the United

States would actively support the
colonial. revolu’sion rather - than
standing as a bulwark against it,
that such a policy is not only a de-
sirable supplement to military
force, but is absolutely indispensi-
ble if Stalinism is to be turned
back without an atomic holocaust?
~ Perhaps as goed an example as
any: of liberal thinking on the Indo-
china truce is presented by Arthur

Schlesinger Jr. in the New York.

Post for July 25. Schlesinger is, of
course, a -top leader of Americans

“for Democratic Action, stands at
-the: most liberal wing of that or-

ganization, and generally repre-
sents American liberal thought at
its clearest. All the more reason
for amazement at what he writes
on the Indochina truce.
Schlesinger starts by saying that
Senator Knowland and Pravda are
right when they both describe the
Geneva truce as "a stunning and
indisputable victory for the Com-
munist world." He then points out
why the truce is such a victory,
lays some of the blame on the
“shorisighted colonial policies" of
the French, and continues: "But in
the last six months it has been evi-

dent that only one action could

avert Communist victory. That ac-
tion would have been a United
States decision ta commit ground
troops in force."
A FEARFUL PRICE

Since “practically all Ameri-
cans” opposed such intervention,
Schlesinger says they should not.
now blame the British and the

French for making the best deal

they could in Southeast Asia. The
Republicans who have voted to cut
the: combat strength of American
ground forces have no grounds to
denounce other countries for un-
willingness to send their sons to die

for a cause like Indochina.

"So IBng as [Senator]. Ferguson
and the others,” continues Schles-
inger"”, are prepared only to fight
to the last Frenchman or Briton or

Vietnamese, they can hardly ex-
pect American pretensions and

leadership to be taken seriously in
the rest of the free world. ‘Go on

in there,’ said the manager to the

battered pug, pointing tothe box-
ing.ring. 'They can't hurt us.' If we.
want:to be a world power, we musd
act like a world power—and pay
the price, whlch is often a fearful
one.

"The hard fact is that in Indo-
china we were no more willing than
France or Britain o pay the price.
As a result, we have no choice but
to accept the consequences—as
President Eisenhower did—without
self-righteousness. Beyond this, we
can do what we can to take ad-
vantage.of these consequences...."”

And Schlesinger erids up with

some talk about the desirability of

“constructive social policies in the
parts of Asia which remain acces-
sible to us—to apply the Point
Four program, for example, with
all vigor . ..” and the like.

.FOR OR AGAINST?

'Now, it is true that Schlesinger
says that “practically all Ameri-
cans”
were against American armed in-
tervention, and it can be assumed
that Schlesinger. counted himself
in the majority. But hoew then ac-
count for the way in which he dis-
cusses the issue?

It seems safe to assume that .

Schlesinger wants the United

States to be a world power—he is .

not an isolationist. From this it
would seem to follow that he wants
this counfry (which means, in this
case,. its government) to “act like
a world power.” He.then goes on
to observe that to act like a world
power this country must “pay the
price, which is often a fearful one.”
But, he concludes, the hard fact is
that in Indochina we were not will-
ing to pay the price.

From this line of reasoning one
could. easily conclude that Schies-
inger, and the liberal-labor opinion
in politics which he represents, was
really for a U. S. decision to commit
ground troops in force in Indochina.
Or one could conciude that al-

except Senator Knowland -

indoching and Liberals — —

though they' were not really for it,

they are somehow sorry that it did

not take place. Or one could con-
clude, and this conclusion seems
“the most accurate, that one aspect
of their reasoning leads them to be
for such intervention, whiie another
aspect convinces them that such
intervention. would have been fu-
tile or worse; that they cannot
make up their minds ‘between the
two aspects; in short, that they

are, if not in a contradiction, in a

state of chronic political indecision.

" A state of unclarity, indecision-

and even confusion is not always
the worst thing which can befall an
individual, or even a political-move-

ment or a social class. This is par-

ticularly true if this state repre-
sents a transition.frem one set of
ideas and social policies to another
one which is in closer harmony
with reality and therefore

healthier. The evidence is not over-

‘whelming, however, that the soul-
searching induced in a certain sec-
tion of liberal-labor opinion by the

Indochina crisis is clearly of this.

transitional character.

THE DIFFICULTY’

The difficulty is that these lib-
erals have not really discarded the
idea that one can defeat Stalinism

with guns, and even less-have they

really gained any confidence in the

practical efficacy of a truly demo-.

el $1

cratic foreign “policy which would
base itself on' the fight for free.
dom. of the downtrodden peoples
and classes in the world rathep
than on the idea of maintaining:
political stability as the chief goal}
of policy.

What keeps them from bejng
open, unashamed and vociferous,
advocates of American military in-
tervention is primarily the fear;
that this time such intervention .
may lead to the atomic war liseli.
But since fhey don't appear st
really believe in any other policy,
their state of mind seems to be,
more frustration. than unyﬂnngg
else.

If only they were back in the;
good old days of Harry Trumcn.
who used to act in such sni'uuhons.
and thus end the frus'l'rahng inag-. .
tion, rather than in these miserable.
times of John Foster Dulles who,
only threatens to act!

. Socialists are quite as sorry as.
are the liberals that the Stalinists.
have won a victory in Indochinat
They remain’ ‘convinced, however,
that the Stalinists are going to con-_
tinue to win victories, one after:
the other, as long as the only. force,
which is mobilized against them,
is the force of arms. It appears:
that the world is geing to have to,
suffer a few more Stalinist’ vie-
taries before this lesson gets really,
learned by our American liberals. .

-~ {Continued from page 5)
French Communist Party (a tight-
knit “conspiracy’” which gets mil-
lions of votes) or of the Vietminh.
It could not explain why Asian
peasants volunteer to fight in the

- armies of Stalinism while the “Free.

World” has to drag its youth by the
scruf of the neck into the army.

If such a: theory were propound-
ed, the result might be far more
disastrous -from the ABA point of
view than. they have as yet imag-

ined. 1 am sure that their greatest -

apprehension is over the possibility:
that a Stalinist. will get into the
program and use it to his advani-
age. But what if there actually is
a ‘discussion of Stalinism among
American students?. How. are those
embarassing- questions going to be

answered? What books- are going:
to be used (Private Schine's pamphs . -
let)? :

. Unfortunately, the American,
Bar Association, to be sure, has no;
intention of allowing a free diseus~"
sion to take place. All fantasies
agide, one of the reasons for this,. -
has been described above: it has,
nothing to lead a free discussion;
with, no theory, no understanding,,
no books. Therefore if we did not,.
already know what kind of a pro-
gram were® being envisioned, thls;.,..
consideration would make us real-
ize that it is not a break in the::
witch-hunt, not a free discussion. .
which is proposed, but a carefully,.
monitored indoctrination session,-
in which rambunctious teachers’a.re:,
“speedily handled.”

Tunisian Revolt Enters New Phase — —

{Continued from page 6!}

MTLD, who is in exile in the French"provincial town of
Niort. It would have required a little courage of a bour-
geois government to return the Moroccan Sultan Moham-
med ben Youssef to his throne, but Mendés-France knows

‘as weil as the next man that |n Morocco nothing less

will do.

Instead, the actions of the new government have all’
been pointing in the opposite direction. After Voizard
had armed the French- settlers, thereby openly proclaim-
ing the impotence of the administration, the government
did not disarm them but instead appealed to them “not
to. take the law into their ovwn ‘hands.” At the same
time, thé government has poured troops into Tunisia:
paratroopers and police have been flown in from France;

* reserves have been called up in Tunisia itself; recruits

have been mobilized in France and are held: ready to be
flown to North-Africa; Senegalese infantry hasbeen
flown in from Senegal—until such a time, one may

- suppose, when it will be needed in its own country. (It

is not known whether the Tunisian police dogs which
were flown to Morocco a few. months ago have been
flown back or whether they still uphold law and order
in Moroceo.) All this in addition to motorized troops,
Forexgn Legion, and Moroccan goumiers who have been
in. Tunisia much longer.

~Instead of. the intelligent, enlightened. government-_

o they hoped to.find, the.Tunisian nationalists are dealing

P

= ,\wn}u‘she traditional: brutal coloma,hsm tempered:by, hy=--
¢ to -any length-of - mili= -

“tary repression to support the ruling class of the settlers
and the finance capital that is exploiting the country; in
turn, this government is being supported by the U. S.,
who sees a “communist” in every anti-colonialist.*

Algeria and Morocco Too

Faced with these facts which destroy the basis of
their traditional policy, the Tunisian, as well as the

- Moroccan and Algerian nationalists were thrown into

a political crisis which has been very well analyzed by
the reformist leaders themselyes. Ferhat Abbas,- the
leader, of the very moderate UDMA, expressed his dis-
illusienment in the party’s paper La République Algé-
rienne: ) ) )
"For six years our Party has conducted an un-
remitting struggle for a return to legality, a re-
turn to the respect of the law the French parlia-
ment itself proclaimed. . . . We must admit that the
gigantic mystification and the cynical imposture
of which Algeria has been the victim since the

enacting of the reforms, almost caused (our Party) -

to disintegrate. 1t is. evident that- a progressive

party which bases its activity on. the respect of
legality. and which struggles in favor of legality,
cannot grow wheh the public powers themselves

*A case in point is the visit of Admiral Fechteler,
-Gommander of the U. S. 7th Fleet, to El Glaoui, which
he described, as. a “pro-West Berber: chief” ca,pwble» of

- mobilizing “four. hundred thousand ‘berber.: warmrs ta.

help defend the American air bages.” ”

fut and}thefCong'ress of Peaples A

elevate 'l'he arbitrary to a. state lns‘hfuhon. Thw .
is the dilemma of our Party."” S

The problem could not be stated more clearly. a

&3

movement which aims to achieve national 1ndependence 1F

within a framework of legality cannot exist when the, - -

¢olonial power does not keep its own laws! Even though? -
the UDMA, like the Old Destour Party in Tunisia, 1.s
an outspokenly reformist party, its dilemma applies, in.
varying degrees, to the other nationalist parties. A.s
the result of this situation, and in the absence of a clear -
and thought-out socialist program, the nationalist move-
ment has been thrown back to rather primitive, chau—:
vinistic positions. To the extent, however, that. it has -
maintained its reformist attitude, it is being: outflanked; -
by new movements, such as the “fellaghas” in.Tunisia.
and the terrofists in Morocco, which the Istiglal cannot -
control. Starting out from reformist assumptions, and-

faced with the realization that it cannot .expect eman- :: .

cipation from -anybody but itself; the North African:
people now seeks. ways to transform its expenence mto« L
a policy. . ’
In this situation, it is the urgent task of ‘the North‘ '
African labor movement to provide a clear. revolutions
ary, internationalist. program. Eﬁ‘ectlve revolutionar
leadership in. Tunisia can .only come. from the advanced
elements -of the UGTT.- They alone can make the Ta-"-

.nisian people understand: that its allies -are  not- thev

Egyptian. military.junta-and the. theecracy of Pakistany; -
but:rather. the Conference: of. Asian; Socialist.: Pa‘Ptl'
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power, water for irrigation and.
' flood “eontrol are important. In
" these areas the power co-ops and
publi¢ power groups exert their

" sented the interests of smaller scale
~industry who would be squeezed
“out by the provisions of the new_

‘, &a,w.

%HE REAL I.INE-
_  In the case at hand of the West
Mex_nphls steam plant, it is not
gimply a case of Republican vs.
" Democrats.. The real line-up de-
- spite some of the votes is dom-
" dnated by the old Republican-con-
_.gervative Southern Democrat coali-
. tion. This was- more clearly
_ revealed in the vote on an amend-
. ment by Democratic Senator An-
‘derson of New Mexico to ban the
~construction - of a mnew private
power plant i in the Tennessee Val-
. Tey area when 11 Democrats voted

55 36. _

# Nor is the responsibility for this
_ prlvate ‘power plant merely that of
: Repubhcans It has been known

for several years that there would

be a shortage of power in the
,Memphl,s area as a result .of feed-
ing T.V.A. power into the Paducah
atomic energy plant. T.V.A. plan-
ned to build-a steam plant at Ful-

‘even under the Truman adminis-
- tration the Democratic-controlled
Congress refused to vote the money
“ao build this plant. Therefore given
' the developing power shortage,

..and the refusal of both the Demo-

cilities, it became inevitable that it

broader attack.
- With the defeat of the Ander-
. son amendment, the Democratic af-

effort, which met with success, to
sban the A.E.C. contract with the
private power group from includ-
“ing any_provision that the A.E.C.
would pay the federal, ‘state and
“local taxes for the private utility.
This orlgl_nql part of the A.E.C.-con-
_#ract is one of the most brazen
‘parts of the entire deal, and. one
_has to. wonder what else is mcluded
“along these lines.
The passage of this amendment
.by democratic Senator Gore of
Tennessee, and leader in this fight,
seemed. to mark the end of the fil-
- dbuster. Gore called this a “notable
svictory” and that the “log jam is
broken.” It had been reported in
the-press that the T.V.A. issue was
he main. thing that held the ma-
jority of Democrats together in
this debate.
-NO WAY ouT
- Senator -Anderson is quoted as
- Saying:
.. “Theone. thing that is holdmg
up-action on this (the passage of
“the revision of the Atomic Energy
Act)-is this, Dixon-Yates (private
tutility-A.E.C.) = contract. Unless
rgomething is done with this—un-
ess we take this wholly extraneous
matter from the bill and proceed
on'the rest” there would be no way
- put of the impass.
‘Z And on this Senator Morse who
is: been the most articulate sena~-
“#or in the filibuster
‘after the elimination of some of
the: more scandalous parfs of the

. strongest: influence. It also repre-

" with the Republicans to defeat it

ton, Tenn. to cover its needs, but .

eratlc and Republican Congresses f
‘to allow T.V.A. to add te its fa-

4empts were concentrated in an

agreed. Even:

ontract this bill still:repre-~

sents a tremendous victory for the
private electric utilities. But it has
provided a face saving way to-end
the filibuster.

The - fact that it con‘tlnued,
seemed to be due to resistance to
Majority Leader  Knowland’s at-
tempts to cut down debate on a
series of amendments. The num-
ber of senators suppeorting this
talkathon after the passage of the
Goere amendment was reduced to a
handful. It appears that they con-

tinued as much frem a feeling of

personal animoesity over the con-
duct of Majority Leader Know-
land’s handling ef the filibuster as
anything else.
"GIVE AWAY" ,

Of greater 1mportance than the
T.V.A. part of' the filibuster are
the provisions that have to do with
the peacetlme development of

atomic, .energy. It is against this .

that the liberal Democrats have
been- yelling “give away.” .
- Big business. has been clamoring

" for some time for the revision of

the law that would permit them to
start. .commercial. development of
atomic energy. ‘The basic develop-
ment and research under govern-
ment sponsorship and expense have
proceeded to such a point where
many of the glant corporations al-
ready active in the field have begun
to lick their chops over the pros-
pects.

. When Admlrcl Lewus Strauss be-
came White House advisor on
atomic energy and later chairman
of the Atomic Energy Commission,

it was an indication that the Eisen-

hower administration was prepar-
ing to give business a free hand

cial development. Strauss, whom

" Business Week refers o as "a finan-

cial advisor to the Rockefellers,”
and who is a director of the Radio
Corporation of . America, was a
well known exponeni of giving pn-
vate en'l'erprlses a free hand in
the atomic field.

The problem for the representa-

tives of the. Ieadmg sections’ of

American capltahsm was to pursue
a course, as an artrcle in June 1953
Fortune pomts out between tak-
ing it too . easy in wrltmg the law
8o.that not enough is done to en-
courage private initiative; and
those who favor “lets get geing”
in offering all kinds of subsidies,
hidden and_direct, and loosely
worded sections . that give free

reign to giant copporations to bene-

fit . from . the 312 billion govern-
ment research of the past decade.

FABULOUS HANDOUT _

. It appears that the “lets get go-
ing” boys won out, and the revi-
sion of the law is a handout far
exceeding the brazen tideland oil .
steal. Although it also- raised the

" opposition that was expected, this

businessman’s+administration was
correct in calculatmg that it could
push the program through in its
hasic outlines. ’

- However in the :course of the
debate, the Democrat$ managed to
pass an amendment by Senator
Johnson of Colorado that author-
ized federal construction of atomic
power plants for commercial use.
It also provided that preference
for atomic electrical ‘energy be
given to rural co-ops, municipal-

ities and other public bodies as is

also provided in the Federal Recla-

mation Law for power from fed-

eral water-power prOJects.
Most attention in the press has

tom Power Steal Wins — —

been given tothe provision in re-
spect to patent rights. The law

provides that there should be a°

compulsory licensing system for
five years during which all patents
shall been available to anyone on
a royalty fee basis after which the
normal patent system of exclusive
rights for 17 years shall be in ef-
fect.

- His fhis.coﬁpmmi‘se with those’

who wanted no compulsory licens«
ing that sets-the stage for mest

of the big corporations: who have.

had-the prior experience under the
law. I+ is only. these giants who
have the money fo set into opera-
tion atomic- reactors or furnaces,

and since it is still a number of
years -away before atomic energy-

will be available on a- commercial

basis, the 5 year compulsory li-.

censing will' not seriously stop
these giant corporations from con-
solldahng their monopoly position

. in the field.

The Democrats while. attacking
this provision appear to -favor a
long period of government licens-
ing. But even this will not’ prevent
the inevitable monopolization -of
the field by a.relatively few large
corporations because the smaller
companies do not have the capital
nor experience to oifer effective
competltlon

WORTHY PURPOSE

“Some of the amendments offered
to the bill indicate the hand-out as«
pects of this law which the Demo-
‘crats tried to tone down. One by
democratic Senator Humphrey,

(Continued from page 11
Only one’ Congressman, A. M. Miller,
N ebraska Republlcan is quoted as saying
“somebody is spoiling for a fight and I
- don’t like it.”
Finally, we are convmced that this is
a provocation by the United States gov-
ernment because the opposite assumption
makes no political sense whatever. .
The- Chinese Stalinists have just'won a

great victory at Geneva.in which they.

were willing to accept a compromise be-
cause this would divide their enemies.
Two days later to shoot down a British
plane deliberately would make no sense
at all. -

And does the provocatwe behavrour of -

the U. S. government -make any sense?

Yes, it does, in an insane sort of way. 1

The U. 8. “tough” policy lost out at

Geneva. The allies deserted this govern- .

ment, leaving it without any effective

policy whatever. In these circumstances, -

the provocative behaviour of the Ameri-
can forces could be either simply the
‘product of frustration, or a move by the
military to push their policy of preven-
tive war on the government, or a snap
decision to seek to convert the shooting
down of a British airliner into the cement
with which to bind Britain to the U. S. in
a “tough” policy in the Far East.’

Every socialist, every real liberal who
- has not lost his head, every person who

which passed, gave the Federal
Power Commission ' regulatory
power over the interestate opera-

.tions of power companies that may

in the future generate current from
atomic energy. Another by Senator
Morse, which was tabled, would
have set up standards in the pric-
ing of fissionable material that the

government might have to buy

back from private industry.

While the purpose of the fli

buster was worthy in raising the

issue of atomic energy policy, it has

not been. one which. can seriously
stand in the way of the proponents

of giving free rein to private ex--

ploitation of atomic energy by a

few large: companies. First it re--

mains to be seen whether the Sen-

ate-House conference committee

will jointly approve any of the lim-
iting amendments to. the give-away

_which were only passed in the Sen-
ate. Secondly, the history. of gov-:

ernment regulatory  boards and
agencies intended to curb the
power of business is that they are
eventually staffed by the very sup-

porters of those corporations or

policies they are supposed to curb.
In the third place, the A.E.C. which
will administer the law is headed
by Lewis-Strauss, a known spokes-

man and representative of big busi- -
ness. And last, the only effective -

ultilization of atomic energy-for
peacetime use that can truly bene-
fit the people and prevent its

monopolization for profit is a plan .

for peacetime government develop-
ment, along the lines of a nation-
wlde plan.

‘A PROVOCATION — —

and hand-out in atomic commer-

is opposed to imperialist war should'p\ro«
test the government’s campa1gn in this
matter.. . e
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