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Scorpion Pass

Vs. Kibya

Last ‘week: Jordanian armed men am-
bushed a bus at Scorpion Pass in the

- Negev' area of Israel and barbarically
- massacred eleven men, women and chil-
- ‘dren. This attack is the most atrocious

_ Arab act in the long series of border

. clashes between Israelis and Arabs.

_Next to the Kibya scandal—in which
an armed group of Israelis attacked Jor-
‘danian villages and in Kibya killed 46
people, including women and children—
it is the most reprehensible event in the
story.

As could be expected, israel demanded
an immedidte condemnation of Jordam in
the Mixed Armistice Commiftee and ex-
pected great-power denunciation of the

] dcsiardly act. Neither of these was forth-
. coming,

Instead the v.’s. State Depari-
" ment. " rogrefted™ the incident gid sfnd it
would await "investigation.™ v -
“Thé indestigation” took place’ and the
U S. represenitative voted that the ecase
" ‘had ot ‘been proved From a strict juri-
dical point of view thete can be no doubt
that a court of law would not convict a
-person on the available evidence. To take
such a legalistic point of view in politi-
cal matters means in effect to make the

work of the Mixed Armistice: Commission.

impossible :

CONTRAST

. The Israelis- theiefore walked out of

the MAC. In these mdtters there is rare-

ly sufficient evidence to- convict if ‘one
-.goes by the rules of evidence followed in
an  Anglo-Saxon courtroom. There was
no such evidence even in the Kibya case.

. The contrast between American official

reac'hon in the Scorpion Pass cdse and in.
- the Kibya affsir will be drawn both in the

Nedr East and all over the world. Some

-“Arab extremists may use the failure of the
* UN to assess the blame promptly to en-

courage new killings ond new attacks.
Some Israeli extremists may use it o urge
repetitions of the Kibya retaliatory at-
tacks. Some Jews all over the weorld may
fall for the explanction offered by Ben-
Gurion that "“Jewish blood is cheaper than
Arab blood."

Menachem Beigin, leader of the Heirut
-party in Israel and former commander

" of the terrorist Irgun, found it necessary

{Continued on page 7}
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Between Two Hell-Bomb Blasts,

By BERNARD CRAMER

Secretary of State Dulles’ speech on Indo- Chma and China on |
Tuesday was an answer to two problems:

ulles Speech Threatens War

(1) to undercut the forth-

coming Geneva Conference in order to make sure that it is as futile as’
Washington desires it to be; and (2) fo allay the suspficion among the
Republican right-wing critics of the Eisenhower policy that the U. 8.

representatives might make concessions in exchange for a Korean or'
Indo-Chinese settlement.

The one problem which it did not
answer,.and only exacerbated,

. the problem of how to- ease the
- Far East tension. That ‘happens

also to be the only problem the rest

.of the world is interested in.

In anticipation of a conference to which
America’'s own gllies_look for some. ease-

_ment, Dulles came oui' wdh L] siciemenf )
.which came the closest yet to threotening '

~fall«scalé U. S, participation -in. extending
‘the Indo-China war, and-with a flat ciosing

Friction Squeaks in the Madrid-U. S. Axis—

Franco Ups the Price; U.S.

Franco’s minister of commerce, Man-
euel Arburua, is due in the U. S. next
week to pass the hat for a bigger cut of
American aid to his fascist regime. The
Madrid government* has never stopped
pressing Washington for more and more
money . in exchange for its over-the-
counter sale of bases in Spain to its
American friends.

Franco is demanding an increase in
aid, but the Foreign Operations Admin-
is planning to
ask Congress for a smaller military do-
nation in 1955 than in 1954—maybe $50
million instead of $85 million.

A recent editérial ‘in the Falangist
newspaper Pieblo expressed the regime’s

dissatisfaction with its deal, demanding .

from the U. S. “equality with other na-
tions pledged to the defense of the free
world.” So speaks the hangman of the
Spanish people,- in his solicitude for

- by Falangist writers -in

Asks Open Door for Capital

“freedom” and American dollars to Build
up his army.

This ‘much information appeared in the
American press on Monday. What the
press has not been reporting is that this
Pueblo editorial has not been the orly
open sign of mutual recriminations going
on between the Francoists and the Amer-
ican representatives—in spite of the fact
that on the surface Madrid has been en-
couraging friendly feelings about the
U. S. (For example, a "North American
Cultural Week" was recenﬂy celebrated
Madrid, and
Spcmsh -U.S. associations have been mush-
rooming, with U, S. Ambassador Dunn go-
ing around making  speeches.)

The essence of the conflict is this: on
his side Franco -wants more money, and
on the otherside the U. S. has been put-
ting on the pressure for the Spanish
government to open the door of Spam to
investments by U. S. capital.

DUNN DOES IT

-
The conflict came.out into the open
unexpectedly on February 24 at a meet-
ing organized in connection with “Span-
ish-North American Day” in Bilbao by
the U. 8. Chamber of Commerce in
Spain. Ambassador Dunn was one of the
speakers and his remarks led to an im-
.promptu skirmish with Jaime Argielles,
sub-secretary for Foreign Trade.
Dunn, in his speech, after making clear
that Spain was going to get less economic
aid, went on to demand without much
beating around the bush that Franco

. show more hospitality to U, S. investors.

It has been an open secrét that Franco
has beeni leaning in the direction of those
Falangist advisers who want to go in
the direction of tighter economic controls

and who take a dim view of an influx of

“Yankee capital.”
The U. S. wants private capital to take

. over as much as possible the role that

{Turn.to last. page)

of the door in advance fo consndern'hon
of Penpmg s recognition

To take the latter aspect ﬁrst there
have been- few examples of shiftier

doubletalk. Now LABOR ACTiON does not -

at all share the view of the strong “neu--

tralist” currents of Europe that Tecogni- i

tion of the de-facto Stalinist regime" in
China is desirable in order to anpease
of .conciliate it. We think.such an ap-~

,'proach Wwhich is rlfe from the.Bevanites :

in England. to. the" Stalfﬂmds.«m France
and Itdly, is. based ‘on- iflusions” about

Stalinism, or iHusions -abeut the ability. .

of that talking-shop, the UN, to cemernt

peace if only China were addéd. All that - )
is true, but something else is true too. ]

As we have said:

“But while China’s admission to the
UN (or for that matter, its recognition
by the.U. S. government) would solve
nothing by itself, the contrary policy of
keeping out the Peiping regime by every
species of threat and cajolery is qulbe
another matter.

“This policy of exelusion is based four-

square on Washmgtons contmumg ties

to Chiang; it has meaning only as'part
of the U. 8. policy of relying on reac-
tionaries everywhere for its allies; it
gives the Russians a powerful and even

legitimate lever of propaganda on its.
own behalf; it convinces all the peoples

of the world that the U. S. is not inter-
ested in peace but in using the UN for
its own devices and blocs.” -

ON RECOGNIZING DESPOTS

In his own way Dulles’ speecl{ con-

firmed this analysis of the Chma-recog-
nition questlon He started- with some
lip-service to the obvious idea that recog-
nition would not imply any “moral ap-
proval” (thereby getting rid of all that
talk), and that it was “useful” for dip-
lomatic intercourse with de-facto govern-
ments (even with hostile ones, we might
add). He even instanced the case of U. 8;
relations with “the expansionist and des+
potic system of Czarist Russia.”

And having thus given up every popular '

demagogic argument, he wound up: "How-—

ever, where that policy™[of recognitionl .

does not serve our interests, we are free
to depart from it.”

Very well, this is the truth: the U, S,
for example, ‘has never ‘hesitated o ree-

ognize any gunmen’s government of a .
Latin American dictatorship provuied’

(Turn to lost pagel

- Next Week

THE ATOMIC DANGER — HERE
IN THE U.S.—NOW

You've read about the Japonese fisher- e

men who were showered with radioactive

fall-out. Read what can happen in the

U. S.—and what isn't. bemg dtmq about
N tt .
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. same note:
“-fear because of the elimination of people

" who have the gincere honesty of getting

© .up statements stating what they have in
" their minds. . .
"+ mind is will this be a democratic organi-
-+ zation'in the future or will it be a vicious
* organization such as we have seen in

l?og'e;: fwo;-

Tlle Shorter Work-Week and Automatlon — |
* Two Issues Before the UAW's ( onference

- By JACK WILSON

The recent publication of CIO
President Walter P. Reuther’s
views on the economic situation
and a trade-union attitude towards

it serves as required background
: reading to the forthcoming public
" presemtation of the UAW’s guaranteed

annual wage plan, which is expected to
be unfolded at the union’s annual educa-
tional conference early in April.
Without “actually polemizing against
the concept of a 30-hour week and 40-
hour pay, the whole tenor of Reuther’s
remarks suggests continued opposition to
that kind of approach in the current situ-
ation, As a matter of fact, Reuther raises
many basie questions ‘that must be an-
swered, not only by himself but by any-
one purporting to give a program for

~eonsideration of the labor movement.

“To formulate a demand for a shorter
work-week out of the pressures of expedi-
ency instead of out of a sensible and re-
alistic evaluation of these three factors,
iechnologicul development, the economic

and employment situation that we face

" at that time, and the world situation which

presently requires us to put $50 billion a
year in armaments, to make a demand for
a shorter work-week in the absence of
those factors would be unrealistic,”" Reu-
ther states. The views, incidentally, were
outlined in speech form at the unemploy-
ment conference in Washington, D. C. in
December 1953.

SHORT WEEK IS HERE

Reuther adds, “We are prepared to say.
that while the gudranteed annual wage

is our No. 1 job, that does not preclude

an evaluation of these factors as it re-
lates -to other demands at the time of
our conference.”

“Thete is a two-step proposmon here.
We have to nail down the guaranteed
annual wage and then we have to fight
for the shorter work-week. If we fight
for the shorter work-week witheut the
guarantee, we will get the shorter work-
week and- the shorter pay check, because
they will be able to manipulate the econ-
omy to give you more in money but the
same amount in-purchasing power.”

~The NMU Opposition:

- Where Were They Till Now”!

"By BEN HALL

Charges of bureaucracy and dictatorship are now leveled against
the Curran administration in the National Maritime Union by a minor-

- ity group of union leaders. This opposition—headed by H. B. Warner,
. vice-president, Neal Hanley, secretary, and John Moriarty, Galveston

- port agent—began with misgivings about the rise of Jim Crow and
" racketeering tendencies in the leadership of which they were part. They

- sought in gingerly fashion to push
. Curran, NMU president, to act
- against these trends without start—
‘ing a big fight. :

But at-the Feb 15- 17 meetmg of

. the National Council, ruling ungon
. body, they were compelled to open a pub-
. lic fight against the regime.

Warner most openly pins responsibility

- ‘gpon Curran himself; the other critics shy

dway from this touchy ‘point. The NMU,
they charge, is in the grip of an undemo-
cratic’ machine; and they ought to know

- for they were part of it; they are appalled
. ‘by what they helped bring to victory.

“There are some issues around which

. there can be no compromise,” said War-

ner to the council. His speeches give a

~ _ hint of the current state of internal de-

mocracy. “If a man expresses an opinion
which is not the opinion of the adminis-
tration,” he said at one point, “but which
may be the sort of thing that the mem-
bers want te hear, well, he should not be

. insulted, he should not be intimidated,
. he should not be coerced.”

BUSINESSMEN'S MACHINE
And he charged: “In the port of New

" York, the votes are stolen from the mem-
. bership.” Finally, “You haven’t got a
. -rank and file union any more, you have

a businessmen’s machine.” And before
elections, he insisted, “Men were being
discussed on the basis of willingness to

_ do what they were being told, to be part
_ of the tail to the kite of the business-
- man’s machine.
. Dlaces.

” And he cites names and

" Sven Peterson, Boston port agent, sid-
ing with the opposition, sounded the
“I have ayggrtain amount of

. The question in my

other fields.” )

And Leo J. Kurmadas, Field Patrol-
man in the city of Corpus.Christi, Texas:
“I don’t know what is going on myself,

. 'to a certain extent I don’t know. But I

do know who wants to preach democracy
one way and interpret it in another. .

If you have a different viewpoint, an
honestly constructive viewpoint; as a

trade-unionist, for the benefit of this or--

ganization and the majority of the mem-

" bership, not for a small clique, either one

side or the other, you are finished.”

.And council member Leo Stoute: “Our Where were you in all these Jyears? CTPY  coiieuvenrerinrensssnesdinnsensssuontsonsonnessssstaseassossossessasssarsensassionsonsanns STATE....... tereeeersassnnanee .
union. is now in the hands.of a dictator” . 2sks Curran. “In.all the years they held . fMalce checks payable to Albert Gates)
As though he were -anxious fo give new {Turn to last’ ‘page) : B .53 v
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little bits of evidence, Curran has turned
the union newspaper, the NMU Pilot, into
. his faction organ; ‘his ewil weekly colimn
has become a running tirade against his
critics. When his opponents meet in simple
caucus gafhermgs. he denounces this sim-
pie exercise of eIeTnen'l'ary democracy -as.
union dlsruphon

. At the council meeting, his majority
put throogh a motion to deprive the op-
position leaders of ‘the right to collect
money from union members fo fnance
their fight. And he was given the power
to remove the officers of the port of Gal-

veston if they continued organized oppo-

sition. Galveston, headed by Moriarty,
is_an opposition stronghold

When Warner speaks of stealing votes
in New York, we are reminded of the
internal NMU fight of 1949 where the
Curran regime practised this art to the
full. With the help of the current oppo-

~ sition; Curran crushed and expelled the
leaders of an opposition who controlled -

the port of New York and were able to
get resounding majorities against him.
Curran won that fight with the help of
the New York City Police Department,
which patrolled mock meetings, lined up
in front of the hall while Curran de-
clared, to jeering and booing NMU mem-
bers, that he had a majority.

FORMER ALLIES

Warner got his first lessons in vote-
stealing. But at that ¢ime he was with
Curran. In fact, he was the man chosen’
‘to. take over the port from the opposi-
tion as a receiver, and he presided while
they were cut down with clubs and fists.

To keep the record stralght the men
whom Curran expelled in 1949 were on
his side when they together wrested con-
trol of the union from the .Stalinists. By
1949 the Stalinists, had already been de-
feated but Curran wanted to expel them
from the union. His. former allies, includ-

ing Vice-President Jack Lawrenson, be- -

gan their fight against Curran on this
issue; they insisted that Communists had
a 11ght te union membership. But to
Warner, perhaps, this was all part 6f a
catch- all “fight against communism.” He
was able to stomach the crushing of in-
ternal democracy when it .was carried
out in the name of anti-Communism.

But once crushed, democracy. does not
rise so easily. Now Warner learns that the
‘machine which won its v:cfory can be used
for other purposes. It is wielded against
him and his friends as they fight on simple
union question.

Implicit in this economic appraisal by
Reuther is a belief in the present econ-
omy and its functioning that excludes
a deepening recession. It lives in the
hope that the social and economic climate
in 1955 will be favorable for the struggle
for a guaranteed annual wage.

Yet it is precisely this basic economic
viewpoint that events are now calling in--
to question. For at least 100,000 auto
workers, the concept of a shorter work-

" weék is not a debatable economic abstrac-

tion. They have: been worlung for weeks

at a time for 32-hours or less, without 40-

hour pay.

What is there in the economic outlook
that suggests anything better in the com-
ing period or in 1955? It will be interest-
ing to see what answer the “experts”
give at the UAW educational conference
this coming week. ,

AUTOMATION

Besides the economic trend, there is
another basic question that must soon be
answered -by the UAW. What is the
short- and long-range effect of the de-
velopment of “automatlon in the auto
1ndustry on employment" This is like-
wise a major topic at the conference.

As a preliminary to the discussion, how-
ever, there is a disturbing report pub-
lished in the Wall Street Journal of March
28 on”the trend toward automation in the
auto industry, under the impetus of compe-
tition. It suggests that in fthe next year,
thousands of auto workers will be out of
work permanently because of "automa-
tion,"” which is distinguished from mere
“technological improvements” in that the
complete ellmmuhon of manpower is the
goal.

ISL FUND DRIVE 9

As example, the Wall Street Journal
uses the new Ford plant in Cleveland,
whose automation is a source of wonder
in the UAW. It is just one of the plants
where new machinery is replacing auto
workers at the rate of ten to one!

Both General Motors and Chrysler are
rushing plans to introduce and advance
“automation,” for the 1955 models,

In the context of these circumstances,
a fight for a guaranteed annual wage
for those auto workers remaining in the
industry seems somewhat short-sighted
and does not begin to solve the problem

of the thousands of permanenﬂy unem- -

ployed.

CHALLENGE TO REUTHER

Not the least of the value of the educa-
tional conference of the UAW is that
these basic issues confronting the union
movement may be ‘discussed in a rela-
tively “non-factional” atmosphere.

Nor is this a matter of concern for the
UAW only. The current issue of Business
Week reports that David J. McDonald,
steel workers' union president and bitter
rival and opponent of President Reuther,
is talking about coming out for a 30-hour
week, if the steel industry does not begin
to pick up. This would challenge the strat-
egy of Reuther in a far more serious fash-
ion that the UAW apparently is willing to
admit,

The only satisfactory procedure, of
course, is for the discussion on 1955
strategy to be done openly, fairly and in
the basic manner in which Reuther posed
the issues in his speech before the un-
employment conference in Washington in
December.

Over Half — hut Too Slow!

By ALBERT GATES .
Fund:Drive Director

Weekly ‘contributions of $842.50 have
pushed the drive beyond the 50 per cent
mark in the Fund Drive, but we are still
running far behind the pace of the drive
of a year ago and of what is necessary
to complete the quota on the closing day.
This should be 2 warning to the branches
of the ISL that they have to step up
their work in the next four weeks if we
are going to make it.

We have never before failed in com-
pleting a Fund Drive and we don’t want
to start now! There is no reason why

BOX SCORE

Quota Paid
TOTAL $10,200 $5171.00 50.6
St. Louis ..c.ee.. 256 -+ - 50 200
Reading .... 50 50 100
Streator .. 2B 20 80
Chiecago ....... ... 1800 1435 79.7
Nat’l Office ....... 1600 1023 68.2
Newark ............ 400 238.50 59.6
Pittshurgh ... 81 54
Cleveland 75 50
New York 1903.50 47.5
Buffalo ............... 138 46
Bay Area 210 42
Philadelphia ... 250 57 22.8
Detroit ............. 300 50 16.6
Seattle ......... e 150, 10 6
Los Angeles ...... 600 0 0
Indiana .............. 50 0 0
Akron ... 50 0 0
Oregon 50 0 0
\ — s

i CONTRIBUTE'

Independent Soclullsf Leugue
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y.

. Enclosed is $ ...............
1954 Fund Drive.

.......................................................................

we should if the branclies get over the

complacency. which--is: apparent,- forget
about their old successes and think only
of the present campaign.

L AﬁOR A (o o | Of-h .-

I

A glance at the box score will show ine -

stantly where the drive has to. be quick-
ened. St. Louis is now ahead of the field
with 200 per cent. Our grand old friend

there has lifted the area way ahead of 4l -

others by doubling the quota. Reading,
too, has reached the 100 per cent mark,
while Streator and Chicago are within
striking distance. What about it, Chicago?
We thought you were going to make it
100 per cent and more when the campaign
started? After a wonderful start, Chicago
has been silent.

But beyond these branches, all others
are way behind. New York is trymg‘
hard, but it has a long way to go since
it has the largest quota in the campaign.
Bay Area and Detrmt are both having a’
tough time, but we're counting on them
to come through.

We are still wondering about Los An-
geles. The silence from that area is in-
comprehensible. We know that the fiesta
season hasn’t started yet and we are at
a loss to explain it. Someone is letting
the campaign down, and if word isn’t in
soon, we will have the bloodhounds out.

We have figured out that if each area
sends in 25 per cent of its quota in the
next week, we will increase the pace so
that the drive can end successfully by
May 1. Here is what it means concretely:
Chicago $300, Pittsburgh $30, Cleveland
$30, New York $1,000, Bay Area $100,
Philadelphia $60, Detroit $70, Seattle
$35, Los Angeles $150, Indiana, Akron
and Oregon $15 each. That's .what,we
need to set the drive going properly.

L)




‘0NE CI.EAR

By PHILIP COBEN

The convention of Americans for Democratic Action, the ledding
organized liberal body in the U. S., will be meeting next week in Chicago
in the midst of another sharp international crisis, this time centering
around Indo-China. Since its last convention, the Korean war has ended,
without peace. The United States’s chief European project, the Euro-
pean army,sis on the rocks, its chief success to date being to throw

France into turmoil. Nowhere has
any part of the continuing world
war crisis been resolved.

. ADA thinking is sensitive to the
fact that all over the non-Stalinist
world, where the U. S. seeks its
allies, even in deeply conservative sec-
tions of it, American policy is looked on
with suspicion at the best and with bit-
ter criticism (loud or muted) at the

worst. One of the most bedeviling fea-

tures of American life, in the eyes of
masses of Europeans, Asians and Afri-
cans, is the absence of any loud voice in
the U. S. which even partially reflects
an_approach to foreign policy different
from that of the government. To too
great an extent they look toward this
country and, even-when trying to con-
vince themselves that McCarthyism or
even Daollesism is not “America,” they
see a monolithic bloe as far as f01e1gn
policy is concerned.

"The ADA foreign policy, therefore, to
be adopted in Chicago, can mean some-

thinig more than merely an expression of -

opinjon for the members of that organi-
zation. It can tell the Western world that
there are democratic voices raised in the
U. S. that do not think that military su-
premacy is the answer to the world
threat before us.

‘NEED BASIC CHANGE

"We have a suggestion for an ADA for-
eign-policy program that could make a
great stride in doing that. No, that sug-
gestion is not, right now, that ADA adopt
our own socialist program. In fact, what
it proposes is that the ADA carry through
some of the implications of the piecemeal
criticism of U. S. policy that it makes now.

Scattered through ADA’s draft pro-
gram, to be presented at the convention,
are a number of points with a common
tendency. To be sure, they stand side by
side with the ADA’s endorsements of
Washington’s military measures — the
imperialist character of which we shall
not try to argue in this article—but these
points also indicate an alternative.

This is ADA’s insistence that Stalinist
expansion and - imperialism must be
fought politically. And there is a plain
aspiration in the program to outline
ways in which.this political struggle can
organize the strength of the “free world”
by releasing its democratic energies and
hopes.

It is more or less on such grounds
that ADA opposes aid to Franco, for in-

K4 <

The Wfo;:g Point -

The chief of the U. S. Point Four mis-
sion to Iran made-a speech the other day
in which he contended that the technical-
asgistance progranr to.that country was
a erucial facter in preventing it from
¢slipping behind the Iron Curtain.”

“It gave the anti-Communists that
extra edge of influence that was de-
cisive,” he claimed.

"We have the greatest admiration for

the idea of a real foreign-assistance pro-
gpram- that is democratically - applied—in
other words, one that has only a nodding
acquaintance with Washington’s — but
Iran is an especially unfortunate choice
to show the power of Point Four to stop
Stalinism and encourage its foes.

iran was "saved” for the West by the
force and violence of a military coup car-
ried off by the Shah, who is now keeping
the country from slipping away by using
the extra edge of gangsters at the polls
and black- gray- and tan-shirted storm-
troops. ¥ would seem that if the techni-
cal-assistance mission there- had really
wanted to prepare the Shah for the sup-
posedly effective means he has found of
warding off Communism, then Chiang,
Franco, Batista, or some other one of
Washington's friends should have been
called in, to do the job.

Another case of the wrong man in the
wrong place. )

stance; that it calls for a people’s plebis-
cite in Formosa; that it devotes so much
attention to mdependence for the peoples
of Asia and Africa; etc.

This can be seen in the draft resolu-
tion, as in last year’s, but the resolution
itself is too often diffuse, directionless,
unintegrated, uncentered, petering out
on important points in vague language.
And above all the resolution is no clarion
call for a new direction and a new ap-
proach in Americah foreign policy. Tt
gives the impression, perhaps unjustly
in ADAers’ eyes, of saying “The going
policy is all right, but we want to make
it a little better, ...”

_This may indeed reflect the real think-
ing of most ADAers; we cannot say; but
surely there are many people in the organ-
ization who feel that there is something
more basically wrong with what the U. S.
is doing, a more basic reason why it is
failing to cement a democratic alliance

and a counterpeise to the demagogy of -

the Stalinists—even if they are not will-
ing to go as far as we socialists do in our
analysis of American imperialism.

DEMOCRATIC POLICY

The kind of program we have in mind,
let us say first, is not the “neutralist”
approach so common among European
liberals. We too do not feel “neutral”
about Stalinism, and more important, we
disdgree with the illusions about Stalin-
ismewhich are commonly to be found as
the basis for most types of “neutralism,”
even among many European ‘conserva-
tives: “peaceful coexistence,” the:funda-
mentally peaceful intentions of Moscow
if only it could be freed from its “neuro-
tic” fears of the West, and all the rest
of that. )

We too, without being partisans of
Western capitalism or its wars, feel that
Stalinism has to be fought to the death,
not appeased or conciliated.

-But we believe that it can be fought in
a progressive manner only by means of
a consistently and thoroughly DEMO-
CRATIC FOREIGN POLICY, and nothing
short of that.

What is Iackmg in the ADA foreign-

By MICHAEL HARRINGTON

The draft program drawn up by the
Americans for Democratic Actien Na-
tional Board, to be submitted at the ADA
Convention next week, contains no ma-
jor change in policy from last year’s
statement. It is the same blend of genu-
ine concern for civil liberties, Realpolitik
and optimism about welfare capitalism.

In the area of civil liberties, ADA has
taken a fairly forthright stand on some
of the major issues. The section on
“Loyalty Proceedings” attacks the elimi-
nation of review boards by the Eisen-
hower government and, only by implica-
tion, some of the policies of the Truman
adminstration. It calls for fair hearings
based on specific written charges, con-
frontation by accusers, the right to
cross-examine witnesses and provisions
for judicial review. Under “Leg‘islative
Investigations,” the ADA draft opposes
the .Brownell proposal for changing the
Constitution by trading immunity for en-
forced testimony.

ACADEMIC FREEDOM
However, in one case of what is said,

and in several of what is not said, ADA is

something less than forthright. Under
""Academic Freedom,” the draft statement

holds that "FORMER membership in a fas- '
cist or communist party . . . should not be .

automatic grounds to disqualify a teach-
er."” (Emphasis added.) This, of course,
evades the central issue, both in terms of
principle and of. the ‘immediate danger:

‘cohfronting the *American teaching pro-
fession, which .is..expulsion for PRESENT "
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policy statement is a program built

- around such a conception, and the carry-

ing-through of such a program all the
way down the line.

General statements about “support of
democratic institutions” in Europe and
elsewhere are fine, but hardly fill the bill.
ADAers who are serious about crystal-
lizing such a type of program for the

- movement will have no difficulty in get-

ting concrete.

PLANKS

Take the plank on Indo-China, since
that is in the news. The ADA draft says
the U. S. “should call upon the French

government” to implement the self-gov- .
ernment concessions to the Indo-Chinese
states already granted “and to give them

full independence as soon as possible.”
There is a fine sentiment behind this, but
surely the French imperialists are dem-
onstrating that “calling upon” them to
give up their imperialism is rather
futile. )

Would it be too “radical” to suggest
that a truly democratic U. S. would have
stopped “calling upon” the French by
now, and—would call upon the Indo-
Chinese nationalist-democrats of Viet-
nam, who are even now straining in the
sight of the whole world dgainst French

~domination, to declare an independent

government and rally the people against
the Stalinists in the name of real free-
dom?

But since there is no truly democratic
government in Washington, it is up to
the ADA to raise such questions and de-
mands, loudly and firmly.

The ADA . program demands a plebiscite
in Formosa, but strangely it does not say
anything about the reprehensible policy
of alliance with Chiang Kai-shek. Perhaps
that is considered "diplomatic,” but di-
plomacy of this sort makes impossible a
program for a consisténtly democratic
foreign poligy which. could strike a. ¢clear
note,

CLARION CALL

The draft resolution condemns Nehru’s
“neutralist tendencies” but it does not
say anything about that which gave rise
to Nehru’s recent bitter speeches: U. S.
armament of Pakistan. It merely recom-
mends patience in dealing. with India.
Much more than patience is needed: a
truly democratic foreign policy is needed
right across the board. And in Pakistan
the U. S. characteristically showed that
one military alliance the more was far
more pleasurable to it than the political
sympathy of the Indian people.

membership in a Communist or fascist
party. .
One omission is particularly signifi-
cant. After an introduction which views
with alarm the “sinister forces, long held
back, which endanger our civil liberties,”
the draft program fails to mention the
attorney general’s subversive list and
confines its discussion of the Smith Act
to one sentence which does not make any
reference to the actual prosecution of
Stalinists which is now taking place.
‘However, by and large, ADA has taken
a firm stand on several major civil-liber-
ties issues. It is to be hoped that these
sections of the draft program’ will be
passed, and that more will be done about
“them than sending copies of the resolu-
tions to ADA members in Congress.

TENSE S CHANGED

With regard to the domestic economy, .

the draft program sticks to the liberal
faith in Keynsian techniques — with one
qualification of emphasis. In 1953, the do-
mestic policy statement opened with the
sentence: "We meet at a time when our
domestic economy has demonstrated its
power to reach ever higher levels of pro-
ductivity and increasingly improved stand-
ards of Ilvmg " A year later, with reduc-
tions in the armament sector of that econ-
omy causing a recession, the ADAers have
switched from a presenf-iense cﬁrmcﬁon
to a future hope: ADA "belleves" that
"basic Amer[eun principles . . . will pro-
duce advances in the social, cultural and
economic cspecfs of our democrahc way
of Ilfe *

ON FOREIGN Pouc

This only scratches the surface of the
contents of a concrete democratic forelgn
policy in terms that have a meanmg‘ to

- the peoples of the world. There is Wash-

ington’s maneuverings with the Arab
states; its support or toleration of
French suppression in Morocco and Tu-
nisia; its support of German Chancellor
Adenauer and his neo-Nazi bandwagon-
riders; its arm-twisting of votes in-the
UN and the Inter-American Conference;
its tie-up with any reactionary or dic-
tator in the world who is willing to be

sufficiently “anti-Communist”; its insist- -
. ence on Japanese remilitarization at the

cost of alienating large sections.of the
Japanese people as well as of the world;
and a complete list could include a dis-
cussion of almost every situation in the
world.

An ADA program which clearly vunds
militantly counterposed such a democratic
foreign policy to the going policy —of
Washington could be a clarion call-to the
world — doubly so because it would be:
issued by Americans, from the home of the:
colossus of the capitalist world.

CONSISTENT PROGRAM

Such a consistent program would be

a thoroughly anti-imperialist program.’
It could not be carried through by an

. 1mpe11ahst power. In our own view it

could be carried through only by a work-
ing-class government in America which
has broken with capitalism and its inter-
ests. But that is a distinctly socialist
analysis with which most ADAers would
disagree. We need not argue about that
at the moment. There is only one ques-

“tion: Is this the kind of program which .

alone can fight Stalinism and stop war?
—and it is therefore that we must fight

for it. In the course of fighting for it, .

we will both find out whether capltahsm
stands in the way or not.

What does stand in the way right now
is the sxmple fact that American liberals

who talk in general terms of democratic:

policies abroad have not formulated any
foreign policy which is clearly counter-
posed to the present disastrous one, even
from a consistently liberal point of view.
Too often they hasten to solidarize them-
selves with what Washington is doing,
in the mistaken idea that they must not
show divisions at home in the face of the
enemy. (And so they give the impression
of monolithism at home in the face of
their friends. )

Yes, a basic change in U. S. forelgn . o

policy is needed. Are there people in
America’s leading liberal organization
who are ready to fight for it?

Domestic Policy: The ADA Marks Time

In terms of actual program, however,
there is nothing in the current ADA ver-

sion of Keynsian techniques which should

disturb General Eisenhower. Actual con- . .

crete proposals for building the economy
are limited to a consumer-oriented tax
policy, liberal aid to farmers and anti-
trust action to restore “competition.”

There is now significant discussion of.:

public works; TVA and new river valley
programs are discussed as developments
of natural resources and not anti- -depres-

sion techniques; and an extension of un- °

employment compensation is conceived of
as an ir‘ldividual right rather than as
pumprpriming.

In short, shorn of all the liberal rhe-
tOI’lC, ADA’s actual proposals for build-
1ng the American economy are similar
in orientation to those which Eisenhower

“has promised and differ chiefly in that
the ADAers want more immediate gov-

ernment intervention.

The Realpolitik comes in the definition
of ADA’s relation to the realities of the
present two-party system. The draft pro-
gram describes the present situation as
one in which “The liberals are an in-

effectual minority in the Republican Par-
ty. and the reactionaries the strategically
placed minority of the Democratic Par-

ty.” But the conclusion of this frank’
statement is not a ecall for political re-*
alignment, much less a new party. It is .
simply that “These basic conflicts within’

the two major parties enhance: ‘the nedd

of an mdependent political orgamzatwn )

- {Continued. on- page 4]
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Dr. Condon on the Inquiring Mind of Science

" By “CARL DARTON

It particularly grates on the sensibili-
ties of scientists worthy of the namie

" that science, the very essence of which is

free inquiry, must be perverted in its
interpretation to the public by the
thwarting political atmosphere of Me-
Carthyism. Dr. E. U. Condon, past-presi-
dent of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science, had some-
thing to say about it at the last Decem-

ber meeting in Boston. His talk was .

printed in the February 19 Science,
~ titled “The Duty of Dissent.”
- All too evident, said Dr. Condon, is
“the kind of political misbehavior that
" is being overdignified these days by eall-
ing it anti-intellectualism, and which
really -represents Nazi-type pressure
against independent thinking and toward
conformity to authoritarian doctrines.”
Many accordingly fail to see that a
“critical questioning attitude is the es-
sential ingredient of the scientist’s meth-
od of working.” Rather, they consider

that the ‘“tendency of the scientists to-.

ward independent critical thought is just

a kind of unruliness or bad-boyism which

we perhaps have to tolerate in these.ec-

centric fellows because they are the

geese that lay the hydrogen bomb as well
- as many other great and good things.”

 RED-BAITING ATTACK

Dr. Condon went on to explain that
many young Americans who in the mid-
thirties showed some degree of interest
in radicalism were merely exercising the
qualities of am inquiring mind. It is con-
sidered by Dr. Cowdon that they are far
‘more to be commended than the uncritical
ex-Communists who are now the darlings
of Congress and the press in their adher-

.. ence to authoritarian anti-Communism.

"~ Pollowing the above talk, the speaker
- received front-page headlines in a Bos-
ton newspaper: “Condon Lauds Pro-

Reds.” Dr.
statement:

“l was protesting against the un-
American tendency in some quarters to
accept almost as national hereos some
ex-Communists who were ardent full-
time. professional devotees of the Com-
munist conspiracy against American de-
mocracy in the thirties, while at the same

Condon countered by this

time young scientists, whose only asso-

ciation with the same conspiracy was

that of short-time participation in ecam-"—

pus study groups in college, have been
hounded and harassed from their joBbs
and their professional careers ruined.”

DISLOYAL GOV'T

Another instance which alarms scientists
is that while the government speaks of the
loyalty of its employees the hounding of
scientists and technicians in the notorious
Fort Monmouth case clearly indicates that
the government does not recognize the
need of loyalty to its own employees,
Scientists have resented this lack of loyal-
ty from the top "down™ by leaving the
government services in droves.

Likewise, while the government agen-
cies make a fetish of security, everywhere
the underlying insecurity of Washington
manifests itself. This insecurity is evi-
dent in the continuing “atomic jitters”
as national civil-defense policy wavers
from one of “vague candor” to bureau-
cratic secrecy. It is evident in the lack of
policy reldtive to mounting unemploy-
ment as industry continues its mcreased
mechanization.

Thus while the government continues
to seek surface “security” it is fighting
a losing battle against the basic insecuri-
ties of society under its leadership. While
it presses for “loyalty” through mechani-
cal ‘application of oaths, investigations
and police-state methods, it neglects the
loyalty normally demanded by the people
in a democratic society from their elected
representatives.

Ky ymp_os/ium on Puerto Rico

‘Gives Both Sides of Argument

Ve \

SYMPOSIUM: IS PUERTO RICO FULLY
' SELF-GOVERNING? Ed. by Ralph T. Temp-

fin.—Published by Raiph Templln at R. R. 1,

Cedarville, Ohio, 28 pages, 25 cents (10
¥ copies for $1.50).

\ Ve

This pamphlet is a reprint from the
Journal of Human Relations of Autumn
1953, put together by Ralph Templin of
- Central State College, Ohio. It is a valus
able source for liberals and socialists in-
térested in the freedom of the United
States’ neglected colony.

“Here you will find edited,” writes
Professor Templin, “mainly from the ma-

" terials submitted to the United Nations,
- the best possible case that could be-found
for each side i one of the most hotly
contested issues which has come before
the UN. The conclusion is an interpretive
analysis of the international implica-
tions of the issue as it involves the prob-
Tem of ‘free association’ in any kind of

" april 5, ¥954 Vol. 18, No. 14

" Published weekly by Labor Action Publishing Com-
pany, 114 West 14 Street, New York 11, N. Y.—
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union of nations, states, dependencies, _

ete.”

The contents are divided into two
parts: (I) The position taken by the
present Puerto Rican government, to-
gether with excerpts from Governor
Mufioz Marin’s ewn statements, in sup-
port of the thesis that Puerto Rico is an
“associated free state” and fully self-
governing; (II) the position of those
who argue that Puerto Rico is still a
colony, for all of the autonomous rights
that it has won.

AGAINST A MYTH

Part II consists of sections from (1)

the brief Conrad Lynn as counsel for -

Americans for Puerto Rican Indepen-
dence, submitted to the United Nations
in September 1952; (2) an article by
Rupert Emerson, “Puerto Rico and
Americanv Policy Toward Dependent
Areas,” in the Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science,
January 1953; (3) Ruth M. Reynolds’
“Why Puerto Rico Cannot Be Removed
from Classification as a Non-Self-Gov-
erning Territory by the U. 8.”; (4) a re-
port by Ernest Bromley, Wallace Nelson
and Ralph Templin to Peacemakers on
“Visit to Puerto Rico.”

Both of the above par‘cs are followed
by the “Conclusion” in which Professor
Templin raises some challengmg ques-
tions with regard to U. S. aims.

Much of the material in Part II deals
with the government’s myth that Puerto
Rico’s new constituiton makes the island
self-governing. Lynn and Reynolds par-
ticularly analyze how the constitution
was adotped and how it retains decisive
powers in the hands of the U. S. govern-
ment. Lynn argues that Puerto Rico to-
day is less self-governing than it was
under Spain. Rupert Emerson discusses
whether Puerto Rico’s status meets the
criteria laid down by the UN, Ruth Rey-
nolds sketches the suppression of the .in-
dependence movement by Mujioz’s pohce

power, and also touches on the economic -

problems involved, a subjeéct which is, also

dealt with by the Bromley-NeIson Temp-
lm report. . '

LONDON LETTER

Britain’s Dilemma on EDC:
Vive I'Entente . Cordiale!

By DAVID ALEXANDER
LONDON, Mar. 26—According to leaks

‘origimating in the Quai d'Orsay, the

French foreign office, Britain has re-
cently offered the FEuropean Defense
Community greater cooperation. It seems
that Eden is prepared to put certain
British forces under European command,
on condition that he can withdraw them
after consultation with the European
authority.

_Ever since the conception of a Euro-
pean army arose, Britain hag been in a
dilemma. Its government has felt that

the occupation of Europe by a hostile.

power would be of the deepest concern
to her. The natural thing for it, then,
would be to station some troops in
France, or put those in Germany under
European control.

Since the remarkable economic recov-
ery of Germany in the last two years, and
her freedom from participation in wars
and rearmament, Germany has become the
strongest economic power in Europe. It
would therefore be expected that the in-
fluence and participation in a European
army would be considerable.

After continuous pressure from Amer-
ica, Franee finally agreed to allow Ger-
many into EDC, and on May 1952 the
treaty creating it was signed. But
French cooperation was made implicit
on British participation, so that the com-
bined power of Britain and France would
counterbalance Germany. This was par-
ticularly insisted on by the French So-
cialist Party. -

SKIRMISHES AHEA_D
Between 1948 and 1950, Churchill’s

continuous flirtation with the' Strasbourg -

Assembly and many pledges of coopera-
tion gave Europeans reason to believe
that his return to power would mean
greater British cooperation in Europe.

Bolh Labor and Conservatives oppose
any serious attempt to join Britain to Eu-
ropeﬂmihicrlly. for reactionary reasons.
Their main opposition, stated by Morrison,
is that this country has too many "obliga-
tions™ overseas, and these could not be
discharged if the forces were deployed in
Europe; he is afraid that if any large sec-
tion of troops were tied up in Europe, they
could not be manipulated easily for the
various “important” assignments in the
colonies.

In this the Tories are at one with him,
but they have a further ax to grind. They
don’t like the idea of British troops serv-
ing under foreign commanders, especial-
ly Germans. Well do they remember the

British Expeditionary Force under Wey- .

gand’s command in 1940.

Herein lies the dilemma. Britain and
France are not yet prepared to allow a
German army to cooperate with the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
Their alternative then is to allow Ger-
man formations m a European army.
With Britain’s and France’s forces fight-
ing colonial wars in Malaya, Indochina
and Kenya, Germany would probably
have the biggest contingent. Meanwhile,
the Labor Party has agreed to German

.rearmament while still calling for cuts

in the program hére.
Even if the condilional British coopera-
tion is accepted by France, Eden has still

"got to persuade first the Tories and then

the Labor Party about its desirability. He
will have strong skirmishes with many
Tory die-hards.

After that the European afmy has got
to get over the hurdles of the opposition
of every Western European Social Demo-
cratic Party, as well as the Gaulllsts in

-France.

Vive I’Entente Cordlale!
® .
FILM FIGHT

For some months now the Assoc1at10n
of Ciné Technicians has been pressing
for a $4.25 a week increase in wages,
which the British Film Producers Asso-
ciation recommended should go to arbi-
tration. The ACT was acting on behalf
of 2000 film-processing men who had
been recommending a ban on overtime
and “work-to-rule,”
claim.

Wilfred Neden, -the Ministry of La-

bor’s chief negotiator, got an undertak-

ing from the employers, the Film Labor-
atory Association, that they would not
sack the processing men concerned . if

they abandoned the. go-slow. rule, but .

that if they didn’t, the whole film_indus-

“try in Britain wauld have, to- clese .down.

-
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in support of their -

The employers have thus forced the
union to go to arbitration. With the
present mood of Sir Walter Monckton,’
the minister of labor, it is unlikely that
they will get their full-claim, just as it
is. The machinery of arbitration also in-
volves negotiation. :

SECRECY

Three weeks ago a repe® was publish-
ed in the Observer of a private meeting
of the Labor Party. The following -week.
a violent letter appeared over the name.
of Herbert Morrison, attacking members
of the party who disclose private busi-
ness to the press. It also made a few
minor corrections, showing that the sub-
stance of the original report was correct.

After a great deal of incrimination, the
Labor Party this week-passed a resolution
condemning people who disclose differing
views within the party, and threatening
them with discipline.

I must say that the obviously accurate
source which the Observer printed only"
illustrates the low standard of political
debate in the Executive, which would be
better exposed to public scrutiny. :

BRITISH HONDURAS

This week Sir Reginald Sharpe will
report to the government on what he has
found about the relations between the
People’s United Party of Honduras and’
the government of Guatemala. He is go-.
ing to publish the report before April 23,
when the phony electwns take place
there. '

Once again the g_oyemmen! is batting
on a sticky wicket. If a clear relation be-
tween the government of Guatemala and

z+the PUP is demonstrated, the elections will
be postponed. However, unless the party
is illegalized, it is likely to get an over-
whelming majority of votes in the election.

The constitution has been framed so
that the elected members have hardly
any - executive power,.and only slight
legislative power, so.that. the Quixotic
move of the government 'will on]y show
the strength of the feeling against it.’

{Continued from page 3)

. cooperation with, and encouragement :
of llberal foreces everywhere

'REALISM’

At this pomf ADA meets the contradic-
tions of its “realism” face to face. Within
the past year, it has been made abundant-
ly clear that the liberals within the two .
major parties are to be seen, but not
heard, in party councils. Democratic Party -
Chairman Mitchell even suggested that
ADA’s “ecooperation with, and encourage-
ment of, liberal forces everywhere” is ac--.
tually the kiss of death. ‘

According. to the inner logic of such
realism, the ADAers initially made their
peace with the Democratic Party, not on
principle, but as a matter of “practical”
polities, i.e., an attempt to maintain in-
fluence within the centers of political -
power. But now, confronted with the -
quixotic nature of such an analysis, the
ADA draft program ean only repeat the
old formula which, we suppose, is no
longer a compromise but now a principle.

It would be too much to suppose that
any major change in terms of an advance -
will be made at the convention. Yet if
there is any possibility of such happen-
ing, it should come in a greater precision
and exteng
for ecivil i ies, a vigerous rethinking -
of the fuzzy welfare-capitalist concepts .
in the draft statement, and a realistic
(without quotation marks) appraisal of
the blunt facts of liberal ineffectiveness
within the present two-party system. ‘

As it is now, American liberalism as
represented by ADA has not particu-
larly retreated in this new statement as
far as its written program is concerned.
But that is hardly enough in these times,
The implementation of a domestic-policy -
program ecan. eome only in political ac- -
tion, and in this field ADA is still tied to -
a Democratic Party which is in retreat.
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- Fear on the Campus: Four Case Studies

Meeting on '‘Man’s .Riylrt to I(nowletlye"
At (olumbm Bars Soclallst Literature

By MEL HACKER and DAN BERGER

Two students were foreibly prevented from distributing copies of
the Young Socialist Challenge (issued jointly with Labor Action) af
the Saturday session of Bicentennial Conference on the “Rights of Free
Americans,” held as part of the general Columbia University Bicenten-
nial Conference “On Man’s Right to Knowledge and the Free Use There-
of.” On Sunday students were likewise prevented from distributing o

- leaflet criticizing Saturday’s incident. Both before and after the Sunday
conference sessions, students were physically barred from speaking to

" prevent a minority group from peacefully distributing its press. At the University

Norman Thownias, appearing as one of the panel speakers.

Discussions within the Bicentennial
Conference rooms, on the relative merits
of national security as opposed to civil
liberties and the curbing of dissident
thought as opposed to -the belief in a

- democratic, free expression of ideas,

were unhesitatingly resolved outside
these rooms in favor of the former cate-
gories—i.e., the students were forcbily
prevented from distributing the news-
papers by members of the conference
planning committee ably assisted by a
bevy of Columbia guards.

‘When asked why a distribution was
not possible, the two conference spokes-
men present admitted that the 28-mem-
" ber committee had not previously dis-
cussed the matter, and that “the execu-
tive committée [i.e., the chairman and
the mrember of the committee who had
T Hrst- 1nrtercepted ‘them]’ 1s meeting now
and you can’t distribute.”

15 The students then agreed not to dis-
iribute their material and proceeded to-
ward the elevator to attend the next ses-
sion. Conference representatives ordered
the operator not fo take them to.the ses-
sion, and told them that they must check
their literature in order to aitend, de-
spite assurances that it would not be dis-
tributed. Forced to use the stairs, they
were informed af the meeting room that
it was a closed session; although they re-
iterated several times that they had: fick-
ets, they were forced away from the door.

HARASSMENT

They finally. managed to enter the ses-
sion but when they emerged they were
surrounded by committee members and a
guard. While the conference members
were detaining one distributor at the
door of the next session and instructing

. the doorkeeper net to permit anyene car-
rying literature- to enter, the other
walked in quietly and sat down. She was
shortly discovered; another guard was
-called and others attempting to enter
were barred.

I - When it was noted that they were not
Columbia students they were told that
they were itlegally there. The distribu-
tors replied that the announcement made
no mention that the conference was re-
stricted to Columbia students and asked
_that they check to make sure that every-
_one attending the conference was from
Columbia. This was denied, there being
representatives from many colleges in
attendance, and, when the other commit-

! - tee members went out of the room to
check on the registration, the member
who had first apprehended them told
them that they might attend the remain-

i der of the conference on Sunday if they

i would check their literature—“We would

i look away in that case.” (All this while

Ve ' N
Attention, UCLA Students!

) . With the Bruin closed to controversial

£ articles and letters, Challenge opens its
pages to newsworthy items the Bruin
refuses to print. Send your articles to
Challenge, 3rd floor, 114 West 14 Street,
New York City 11.

Next Week.

| Rep01t on California student c1v11-
| - liberties. meetmg :

N i - " P

Vg - ' \
* ON NYU:
- SEE NEXT PAGE
FOR LATEST DEVELOPMENTS
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the second guard was clenching his fists
saying, “Let’s heave them out,” to which
one of the committee members replied,
“No, do you want a letter in th,e New

York Times 27)

The distributors finally left, it being
finally observed that they were improp-
erly using the cards of friends. One of
‘them was escorted from the -campus by
a  committee member- while" ‘Columbia
guards stood by obse’rvmg th_ rocedure.

'PROTECTING' THOMAS -

Columblu guards ot only’ were used fo
help evict students passing out the” Chal-
lenge but were continually about with con-
ference commitieemen, pointing out to
them Young Socialist League represenh-
tives and sympathizers.

.Committee members time and again
queried the socialists as to their names,
their schools, whether they were actual
members of the Young Socialist League
and asked them to hand over a compli-
mentary ticket in their possession, ad-
mittedly so that the committee members
could trace the source of the ticket.

“Fingered” socialists were physically
barred from speaking to Norman
Thomas, appearing as one of the panel-
ists, before or after the close of the ses-
sions. Soeialist representatives had been
“good boys” at the Sunday early-after-
noen session, not attempting to distribute
literature or ask too embarrassing ques-

{Continued on page 6)

U. of Calif.: Restrictions Grow Steadily

By AL PRICE & SANDRA PESTOFF |

LOS ANGELES, Mar. 22— This
academic year on the campuses of
the University of California has

not seen the development of any -

great controversies over civil-liber-
ties issues to compare with the oath
fight of 1950. The state, the re-
gents and the administration, how-
ever, continue to chip quietly away
at the remnants of academic free-
dom and student rights. Only a feW
of these inroads are listed:

AT LOS ANGELES

(a) The administration compelled a
weak student council to make amend-
ments to the Associated Students consti-
tution without submitting them to a stu-
dent-body referenduni. The amendments
granted faculty and administration rep-
resentatives ,on the councﬂ the right to

_vote.

(b) The admmxstratlon compelled the

‘game student “eouncil to appoint a pald
_faculty adwsoi* to thé Dazl‘:b B‘rwm.

—
-

The. articles which we print in this issue of Young Socwltst Chal— s ;
lenge all have an ominous similarity. =

At Columbia, a bicentennial celebration under the motto of “Man’s Right to, &
Knowledge and the Free Use Thereof” found it necessary to use physical force to

of California at Los Angeles, we see increasing administration intervention -into
student affairs. At New York University, we see an irresponsible libelous attack,
based on dishonest use of the vicious attorney gene1a1’s Subversive List. And at
the Berkeley campus at California, among other signs, we see a campus “Red Squad” e
attending student meetings. “

In all of these cases, we have major American universities which are afraid of:

ideas. Various liberals have often asked: ""'Show me a concrete case of dcmcge to. .
students or faculty today? Who has been hurt?" g

Challenge is not happy that it must present the documentation; yet here 1t ls,
unden.lable, written in every case by participants and eve-thnesses—four greatk
American universities succumbing to the atmosphere of conformity. And tragieally, '
in each of these cases, is it not only the administration which is invelved but alse !
the students themselves. ' ,

In other words, the values of the Garrison State have penetrated not only into
the centers of academic officialdom (where we are accustomed to find timidity at -
least and reaction at worst), but into the minds and actions of the students. It was.
only 20 years ago that the American student was still going out on a mass anti-
war strike every spring., It was only five years ago, at Brooklyn College, that the
students demonstrated against administrative repression for three days.

And today? Students at NYU lead the witchhunters, students at Columbia call
on the police to stop the distribution of a newspaper, students at UCLA cooperate
in election-packing. The demonstration of the reality could not be more elear. .

It would perhaps be too much, too hopeful, to expect that the student could
live through ten years of Smith Act prosecutions and attorney general’s lists and:
all the rest, and emerge untained by the poisonous atmosphere. It Wouldehave been

‘too ‘hopeful, and this issue of Challenge is a living proof that we would have .ex- ,':,.-

pected too much. P

Yet we continue to hope. We still believe that the student because of his specml
concern with ideas, will be able to see through all of the repressive measures of the
Garrison State and recapture his lost freedom. : ‘

But one thing is p}omioday and that is “Phis: i the student. is io becomep. force for i
civil liberties and academic freedom again, he won't do it by ‘mouthing” vcgue phrdses e
about freedom. He has to come down to the basic issue. He must see that what is.hap-
pening on the campus is only one symptom of a general drift of our society." in mobiliz«
ing the fights on the campus for civil liberties, he is committed to fighting ‘againsf the o A
off-campus measures of the Garrison State.

We use the term Garrison State. Let us be quite specific. In the face of the 4
political and military threat of Stalinism, American capitalism has either relied = ]
solely on military strength, or else countered with reactionary political moves that
are not even dressed up in the rhetoric which the Stalinists use to hide their reality. .

On the domestic front, the corollary was the whole development of anti- civil-
liberties legislation and practice, initiated by liberals and carried on by Republi¢ans, -
with the new rogues gallery of heroes: the anonymous accuser, the stoolpxgeon, the
informer.

And if the American student wants to fight against the 'I'rend wluch we document ‘|
in these pages, he cannot do it piecemeal. The attack is not piecemeal. To fight the - P
reaction on the campus, the student must fight against domestic reaction and cgams‘l' s
the reaction of American foreign policy.

The Young Socialist League has been carrymg on this fight, in this manner, in A
these first months of its existence. In a way, we are proud to have been the subject - . |
of these vicious charges, libels and suppressions. It shows-us that we have been ’ s |
effective, effeetive enough in a month and a half of existenee to draw the fire of ..
powerful forces.

But this issue of Challenge confronts us with a problem which transcends the
fortunes of any one organization. What is needed is a mass reawakening of the
American student, a militant stand of the eampus against the forces of reactlon. i

(c¢) Upon the recommendation of this
advisor, the Bruin now refuses adver-
tisements from political organizations

“not on the California ballot.

(d) The administration compelled stu-
dent delegates to attend a “Model United
Nations” to elect the chairman of the
local Young Republicans chairman of
the UCLA delegation.

(e) Anticipating administration criti-
cism, the Bruin editor voluntarily sup-
-pressed an article on the Model UN
manipulation. :

(f) A representative of the umver51ty
“security office’” attends all off-campus
student political meetings.

(g) University police have broadened
their interpretation of Rule 17 (see be-
Jow) so as to make newspaper or leaflet
distribution even on the fringes of the
university virtually impossible.

AT BERKELEY

(a) One professor was fired because
the press reported him as deploring a
spiritless student body which does not
produce numbers of young Commumsts
_socialists and anarchists. e -

-(b) 'The agent of the Berkeley poiice

- lor of the university, who is the “official”
.contact man for the same committee.): -

til the.end ‘of the speech;

“Red Squad” who attends all off-campus
student political meetings, .or meetings
where faculty members speak, has been
supplemented by a photographer who
takes pictures of everyone -at street
meetings. )
(e) A “contact man” for -the’ state
legislature Un-American Activities Com-
mittee functions full-time on campus
with the cooperation of the administra-
tion. (This is in addition to the chancel-

The university’s notorious Rule 17 for-
bids “partisan political or sectarian re-
ligious” activity on campus. This dapplies
to student organizations, meetings, liter-
ature, and use of the: university name,
(Chairman of the Young Republicans
was placed on probation last year when :
the group put a sign on a bus they had
chartered, “UCLAns for IKE.”)" -

The admlmstratlon violates Rule 17
at will. When the incredibly reactionary”
Cardinal McIntyre spoke on campus this
February, the library, the cafeteria, and’
most academic. buildings were locked to
force students to attend the address.
Once inside, students were locked in un=

e
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"LABOR ACTION

l?y MICHAEL HARRINGTON
Last Friday, the Washington Square
Bulletin, student newspaper at New
York University, published a news ar-
“ficle and a columnist’s comment on the
libel against the Young Socialist League
by another NYU paper, the Commerce
‘Bulletin. This eame on the heels of a
Tront-page reiteration by the Commerce
Bulletin - of 1its original charges (for
‘which, s€e last week’s Challenge.)
*  As of this writing, it is not yet known
whether the Commerce Bulletin will pro-

" wide space for a YSL reply. The editor

dad made such a promise to YSL Na-

tional .Committee member Sam Taylor,’

“and a reply has been submitted by YSL

National Chairman Max Martin. The

Bulletin will appear this week.

“i"The Washington Square Bulletin news
story gave a fairly accurate presentation
of some of the YSL objections to the

" vitious article in the Commerce Bulletin.

‘Once more the Young Socialist League

‘" mhade it clear that it was not listed by the

G,l‘oup Hides Identity in Merger."

ajtorney general as well as its opposition
‘¥o all such listings. Square Bulletin writer
-Bab Krauss also gave the YSL spokesmen
a: chance to give the true facts on the
C’ommerce Bulletin charge that 'Red
Krauss

"wrote, "Taylor explained that the two

' groups merged 'because they wanted to

YSL Asks for
- Major Effort
In Fund Drive

B MAX MARTIN )
N!mon'al Chairman, YSL
‘The Young Socialist League

bpens ity Pund ‘Drive on April 1

i

with a determination to succeed in
réaching its goal of raising $1,500.
The drive will last for three
months ending on June 30.

5 1The’ followmg are the quotas for YSL
uRits.

At; LATZE wvvcevcneririeneeiee s $170
Berkeley .oooioorusonrmnseniinnsennsennennnns 100
Boston ...... 70
CHICAZO oo 200
Eos Angeles ... 200
Néw Haven ... .. '35
N_éw York ... e rerr e e ettt sraenetrs 675
©NEWATK i s 50

. organizations.

With the exceptions of Boston and

: New Haven, whose quotas are tentative

ones, all of the units have accepted their
quotas and these are, therefore, final.

The importance of the drive to the or-

“ ganization cannot be overestimated: So-
¢ialist and radical organizations in gen-
éral have to depend on their own mem-
bers and friends for their financial sup-
port, since they lack the financial back-
ing available to .capitalist parties and

In our case, however,
there is an added urgency which stems
—from the fact that the YSL is a new .or-
- ‘ganization, less than two months old. We
-need fmancial help to enable us to get

" started.and carry out the program of

“activity which is being planned.

_The publication of our organ, the
Yeung Socialist Challenge, the conduct-
jng of national- tours such as the ‘one

“-Camrades Denitch and Arden are now
“engaged in, and the day-to-day function-

-~ ing of the National Office depend upon

_our syccess in meeting our $1500 quota.

The units and unit Fund Drive direc-
tors should remember that the success or
failure of a drive very frequently de-

3 pends upon whether or not the branches

' make a real effort to collect (and send

to the N. 0.) the major share of their

“quotas in the first few weeks of the drive.
“We want therefore to urge all Fund
Drive directors to make such an effort;

* a reasonable goal might be the reachmg

: of the, 50 per cent mark by May 1.
All friends and sympathizers of the

Wity YSL as well as all readers of Challenge,
h'ould avail themselves of the opportun-,
Jty of aiding the socialist cause by con-

5 p {ributing their- help to the drive. Make

all chécks and money orders.payable to
Max Martm and send aIl eommumcatlons

‘wo Student Papers Feud over Smear Charges —

YU: Young Socialist Case Is Ca ampus Issue

form an organization independent.of ‘adult
groups. There was no attempt to get off
the attorney general's list." *

- The second story in the Commerce
Bulletin probably stooped to a new low
in irresponsible journalism. The article
was headed by a photomontage of Labor

* Youth League material, including. their

New Challenge, in an obvious attempt to
tie up the YSL and the Young Socialist
Challenge with the Stalinists.

In line with the use of this vicious
techmque was Commerce - Bulletin Edi-
tor-in-Chief Bernard Eisman’s comment
when asked by the Square Bulletin
whether he thought the Young Socialist
League had been unfairly characterized
in the two articles which he had printed.
After having featured a smear of our
organization for two issues, front-paging
it the second time, and allowing a tech-
nique of lying with pictures, the editor
said that he didn’t know whether or not
the characterization was fair!

MENDEL'S LAW

In a feature column in the same issue
of the Square Bulletin, Krauss wrote a
brilliant—and sobering—comment on the
whole chain of events. After pointing out
that the YSL resulted from a merger of
the Socialist Youth League - (listed by
the attorney general) and the Young
People’s Socialist League (unlisted),
Krauss went on to comment on the
Commerce Bulletin’s reasoning:

" "By some sort of crude analogy to
Mendel's Law of Dominance, the Commerc-
ites have constructed their own law; i.e.,
when a subversive organization mates

with a non-subversive one, the offspring is .

subversive, It would seem, by this formu-
lation, that totalitarianism is a dominant
-trait and democracy a recessive one. In
fact, | do not believe this to.be so. ...

“Now I personally do not know if this

organization is subversive or mnot. And
although I oppose socialism as a form of
government, I am not ready to charac-
terize every socialist as subversive Nor,

for that matter, is the U. S.-..attorney
general. . .. )

YSL is obviously in disagreement with
some of Krauss’ premises. We feel that
he misses the heart of the matter, which
is ¢pposition to all listing of “subversive”
organizations. Yet within the context of
a more or less liberal empiricism, Krauss
at least saw through the wild reasoning
of the Commerce Bulletin—because the
Commercites not only used the List, but

managed to use it wrongly!

WARNS OF FEAR

This flaw in Krauss’ article comes in
again when he takes at face value the
Commerce charge that the YSL had met
three of four criteria of the attorney
general as a Communist group. The right

approach, we believe, is to have asked,’

What if the YSL did meet this reqmre-
ment (and it does not)—for these cri-
teria were set up without hearings, with
anonymous accusers, according to the
regular ritual of the garrison state.
Krauss' comment is sobering when he
places the entire incident within the larg-
er context of journalistic responsibility.
He points out that the possibility of more
administrative res'l'rlchons - on student
newspapers is a very real one” at NYU. He.
then comments, "But what sort of argu-
ments can one advance if a colle\ge ad-

in having realized: -the extent “and’ the" -

- nature of this particular injustice. .

- the Square Bulletin, the New York -unit of-

ministration can point to specjfic cases of -

this sort of irresponsibility? If, in fact, a
paper has confused liberty with license?
If there have been grievous violations of
truth and justice?

“To sum up, I submit that Commerce
Bulletin—and here Mr. Bernard Eisman,
its editor, must take his full share of the
credit—has done more to bring about the
very conditions it, and we, fear, than
any ‘committee or group of faculty mem-
bers could ever do. And further that this
harm has been significant and irrepar-
able. The prosecution rests.”

Krauss, we feel, is mistaken in his
implicit ratification of the list; yet he
does hlmself and his paper, great c1ed1t

“some of the irreparable harm already

Al

In addition to the support received from

the Young Socialist League has been bring-
ing the YSL side’ of the story to the cam-
pus by means of leaflets and Challenge

distributions. Last week there were three

distributions, two of leaflets branding the
charges as false and correctly identifying
the YSL as a democratic socialist Third
Camp organization, and one of the last

issue of Challenge which featured a story ‘

on the NYU situation.

THEY MUST RETRACT
The New York YSL is now attempting

to arrange some kind of meeting at NYU '

to bring its side of the story to even more
students. YSLers at the university have
not been .able to start a recognized: club
because of the brief span of the League’s
existence, and this kind of. arrangement
will have to be made through some other

organization already on campus. Other- .

wise, the possibility of an open-air dem-
onstration in Washington Square is be-
ing discussed as an alternative method.

However, the major question in the-
struggle will be answered late this week -
after Challenge has gone to press. These

questions relate to the Commerce Bul-
letin.

Will this newspaper print a re‘iracﬁon‘

of its untrue statements? Will it provide
space for a YSL reply to attempt to right

done? In short, will the paper live up to
any kind of responsible journalistic stand-
ard? If it does not, then a real victory for
the forces of civil liberties will-not yet

have been attained at Washington Square.

Without these questions answered in
the right way, no matter how much the
YSL can bring its own case to the NYU

students, there is a setback; for then ir- .

responsible’ journalism, workmg toward
conformity and the reinforcement of fear
within the Garrison State, has won its
right to go on and attack our freedoms
more and more.

Meetmg at Columbla Bars — —

(Continued from page 5)
tions of the panelists. The faces of the

conference members, which had hardened-

with apprehension when socialists hove

. into sight, were now softening with even

faint traces of smiles.
But when socialists entered the, closing
session, after being compelled to check

their literature at the door, they commit- -

ted the ultimate indiscretion of attempt-
ing to speak to Norman Thomas. A
united front of the entire committee rose

up in wrath to bar the way: “You cannot-
go there.” . )
"Why not?"—"Knowing Mr. Thomas'

feelings, we don't want him to be an-
noyed.”"—"But ,we.- wouldn't do that; we

respect Mr. Thomas as a firm believer in -

civil liberties."—"Don't say that,” was the
enlightened reply, "we know how Mr.
Thomas feels about the Young Seocialist
League:"—""That's preciscly the point,

that though he strongly disagrees with .

our point of view, he would yet defend
our right ¥ be.heard.” I¥ was' evident
that this democratic kind of thinking
couldn't - penetrate to this conference
member.

BUSY-BEE GUARDS

Meanwhile, one of the committee mem-
bers was violently sumrmoning a man in
uniform whom he believed to be a guard.

"He was frustrated by the fact that the

uniform turned out to be that of a cus-

todian.
After the session, committee members

disagreed on the advisability. of the $0-

cialists” seeihg Thomas. Guards again
barred the way .(“Do you want us to
throw them out?’) and it was deemed
advisable that they see Thomas “later.”

As the socialists were leaving a smil-
ing guard sidled over to them: “Do you
fellows want to give me your names?’—
“Why?—“Well, you seem to be protest-
ing a lot. I could give your names to the
Columbia Spectator and tell them of
your protest.” The somewhat disappoint-
ed guard was assured that there would
indeed be a letter fo the Spectator but
that it would come directly from the in-
dividuals -concerned. The guard then
merely accompamed the students to the
door.

The planning cnmmlﬂee ‘members; aned’/"

L

r _ \
"~ Next Week '
A full report on the speeches and

discussions ot the panels of the
Columbia Bicentennial Conference.

N /

that they had worked very hard preparing
this conference and that "you' were spoil-

ing it. Socialist representatives insisted -

that they didn't. wish to be spoil-sports

 but indeed- ihqi' they feit that on the con-

trary, a-presentation of fresh and minority
ideas added to the meaning of the con-
ference. The conference chairman. shouted,
"Stop all this."

Committee members noted that the

" Young Socialist League had not formally

applied for permission to distribute liter-
ature but admitted they would have been
against it then and certainly were now.

'"THE ‘FREE - USE THEREOF'
Committee members argued that the
conference was on private property, that

the.socialists. were trying to “steal” the
conference! They used the term “steal”

- as if they “owned” the minds of the con-

ference delegates and someone was try-
ing to steal these minds from them.
Thése “liberals” were so unsure of .the

soundness and persuasiveness of their
viewpoint in an open marketplace of
ideas that they found themselves obliged
to suppress dissident views (in literary
form), by force if necessary.

This thinking is similar to the very
trends which, one might have assumed,
it wag the very aim of the Bicentennial
Conference on “Man’s Right to Knowl-

edge and the Free Use Thereof” to coun- : '

ter. McCarthyitus, loyalty oaths, subver-
sive lists and Smith Acts revealed official

America’s ideological bankruptey by re-

sorting to the suppression of competing
social ideas.
that these conference planners had to
use precisely these methods at precisely
this conference.

A leaflet distributed by the Young So-
cialist League at Columbia notes, "It is
inconceivable to us why in these fimes,

when all dissident thought is subject to

violent repression, that the conference
committee should do anything but encour-

age the presentation and distribution of
the greatest number and variety of ideas °

at-the conference.”

/
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By B. ARNOLD

OAKLAND, Calif., March 23—Ofﬁ01a1 figures on California’s rising
unemployment, along with other important data just made available,
definitely indicate that an economic downturn is under way in this

state too.

Contrary to the propaganda of the professmnal optimists of the
press and Chambers of Commerce, the increasing unemployment, de-

clining retail sales and growing
number of business bankruptcies
furnish clear proof that California
is no exception to the natlonal
slump.

No longer is it posslble to hide

" the extent of the growing mass un-

employment in the state. In spite of the
welter of confusing and often deliberately
distorted statistics on unemployment in
the local press, the following official fig-
ures speak for themselves: Unemployment
at the end of February on a state-wide
level rose to over 300,000. ’

So reports the California Department -

of Employment in its latest monthly
tally released this week. This report
states that unemployment increased over
50,000 from the previous month and at
last count was 5.8 per cent of the total
estimated labor force.

DARK TREND

These same official statistics reveal
that the number of unemployed .in Los
Angeles has now surpassed 115,000, with
another 56,000 jobless in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area; both figures represent
significant increases over the previous
month.

in addition, the smaller cities of the
state show a similar trend of rising unem-
ployment and the problem is becoming
acute throughout the vast Central Valley
area. On the basis of preliminary reporis
for the first half of March, there-is every

o~

‘Scorpion

Pass — —

{Continued fror: page 1)

to come out ‘against another Kibya but
urged an attack against the Arab Le-
gion, the army of Jordan—-an act that
would virtually mean full-scale war. .
Whiie even the Israelis, let alone world
public opinion, have a-right to express
indignation and disappointment at the
one-sided attitude of the great powers
(including Russia) and of the U. S. i
particular, they would do well to remem-
ber that answering one barbaric deed by
another will only drag down the level of
conflict and make it more horrible and

gruesome.

Israeli statements themselves have de-
seribed the Scorpion Pass massacre as
the worst committed. Until now the
Arabs have contented themselves with

‘individual murders and robberies. The

Kibya affair gave them the excuse they
had been waiting for, to resort to mass
slaughter at_Scorpion Pass.

U.S. MANEUVER -

The real explanation for the difference
in atfitude by the U. S. with regard:to the
barbaric killings at Kibya and at Scorpion
Pass is that while the U. S. desires stabil-

. ity in the area, it does not give a tinker's

damn for either Jewish or Arab blood.
The Kibya events took, place at the same
time that the U.'S. had ordered the lIsraeli

"~ government to stop work on a canal. The

condemnation of Israel for the attack was
only a punishment for refusal to obey U. S.

orders, as we explained at the hme in an

article in these columns.
From a long-term point of view, it is,

‘however, less important to establish re-

sponsibility for specific’ acts than to come
to grips with the dangerous state of bel-
ligerency that exists in the Near East.

* The plain facts are that the Arab states

have refused to concede that Israel is
here to stay as a nation in the world.
Other nations do not have the will—and
even with the best will, could not do it

alone—to convince them of the desira--

bility of accepting this fact. That is a
job for the Arab labor movement, the
Israeli labor movement and the govern-
ment it controls. The first steps have to

be taken to create popular demand for
‘peace ‘before diplomatic activity:can be

expected to have any results

indicaﬁ,on that this month will show ‘an-
other sizable increase in unemployment
totals.

There have been few pubhcxzed mass
1ayo_ﬁs of workers; yet with the excep-
tion of the aircraft industry, employment
levels are declining in all nen-farm ac-
tivities in the state, according to the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of San Francisco.

In one of the rare objective accounts
of the situation, this bank goes on to re-
port that the current decline is consider-
ably more than seasonal in scope. In ad-
‘dition- to the reduction in employment,
the average number of hours worked per
week by those still on the job in manu-
facturing is at the lowest level since the
outbreak of the Korean war. Overtime
pay has become a thing of the past in
California as elsewhere in the country.

The one notable exception to this de-
clining trend is fthe aircraft industry in
Southern California which has actually
shown an increase in number of workers
employed, rising in January to an esti-
mated 176,000, the highest level since the

close of Weorld War Il. The vast number -

that confinue to be employed in this in-
dystry, despite the declines in all other
fields, indicates once again how important
war preparations have become to the
economy as a whole.

IN SMALL TOWNS

While the employment data is the most

comprehensive measure of over-all eco-
nomic activity available for the state,
other recently released figures - conclu-
sively support the point that a recession
is under way. These facts clearly indi-
cate that the pattern of economi¢ decline
in California seems to be ‘paralleling, in
broad outline, the over-all natignal pat-
tern. The downward trend of the econ-
omy from an all-time peak began at ap-
proximately the same time, and the ex-
tent of the decliné has been similar.
With respect to some economic indi-
cators, such as department store sales
and residential building, the reduction

You Won't Read It in the Papers but
Rolling Recession Is Hitting California

has been somewhat greater in California
than nationally, The latest Federal Re-
serve ‘Board figures show that for both
the Los Angeles and San Francisco
areas, department store sales are off 10
per cent as compared to last year. For
the year to date, sales are 1unnmg ap-
proxxmately 7 per cent. lower than in the
previous year. -

The ‘decline in retail sales is not con-
fined to the major metropolitan areas, but
is widespread throughout the state. De-
creasing farm income, off 11.2 per cent in
1953 from 1952, despite a 4 per cent
greater crop yield, has resulted in a gen-
eral slackening. of business conditions in
the small towns so dependeni .upon agri-
cultural prosperity.

Building construction, which has been

one of the major civilian props to the
post-war boom in this state, is now defi-
nitely showing signs of faltering. Latest
figures on new building reveal a consid-
erable drop from last year, a drop great-
er than the national average. At a time
when there is normally a seasonal pickup
in construction, the reports so far for the
month of March show instead a contmua-
tion of the decline.

THE BOOM ‘IS OVER

For the first time in the post-war pe- -

riod, there is beginning to be apparent
in Los Angeles County, the scene of the

greatest residential building and most -

frenzied real-estate speculation of the
entire country, a growing number of
foreclosures on delinquent mortgages.

While still on a very small scale, com-

paratively speaking, this item is, never-
theless, a chilling reminder of ‘a common
enough occurrence of the depressign of
the 1930s.

It is' no wonder in view of the above .

that the authoritative Monthly Summary
of Business Conditions, put out by the
Security-First National Bank of Los An-

geles, states bluntly that in Los Angeles -

the real-estate beom is over.

Increasing business foilures, a custom-
ary symptom of the pathology of capital-
ism during a period of slump, are begin-
ning to cause anxieties amorig. California's
banks aind credit institutions. Both in num-
ber of failures and in liabilities involved,
this significant index is now at its highest
since early T950, and has risen 35 per
cent in the last month alone.

While it. would be highly premature to
claim on the basis of the facts and fig-
ures cited above that a major depression

Out of the farmlands of California
comes a 1954 edition of The Grapés of
Warath.

A dispatch to the San Francisco
Chronicle of March 19, from San Luis
Obispo, reports that in the Nipomo area
scores -of families of migratory farm
workers are existing at “near-starvation
levels.” These families  traveled to the
pea-picking farms of the area for the
six-week season (‘“They come all the
way from Arizona for it,” said the coun-
ty - welfare  director) but steady rain,
keeping them-out of the fields, has been
sufficient to reduce them to a crltlcal
state of hunger.

The plight of the 75 families hit the
papers when children came to school faint

.and ill with hunger. "It is hard to fell,

however,” .said the principal of the Nipo-
mo . migratory workers' school. "Children
can hold up pretty well. When they do

- feel-hungry; We'send. them out for o drink
> of water. That helps them for a half-hour.

Then they must go out again. You see,
many of the families are living on a diet
of flour and water from which they make
a kind of gravy. Some of them do not even
have that.”

A campaign started to get help by the
county Welfare Agency, the Red Crosg
and the PTA. The Welfare Agency said
it had no funds for relief of the families.
“We have been running about $5000 in
the red each “month just trying to take
care of the people out of work who live
in the county,” he said. “To do anything

. for the agricutlural - workers -would be
.xmpossibIe w1thout spec1al funds from '

The Grapes of Wrath:
Edition of 1954

the Board of Supervisors.”

While things like the rain itself are .

classified as an “act of God” in certain

legal documents like insurance policies,

there are a couple less spiritual factors
in this situation. As the picture indi-
cates, the farm owners get the advan-
tage of cheap migratory labor without
any responsibility on their part for car-
ing for their “hands” whenever pea-pick-
ing is made impossible by the weather.
Pay is 60 cents for picking a basket of
peas. During the rainy spell, the men
have been able to work only from one to
three hours in the wet fields, picking an
average of one basket an hour. The farm
owners depend on and invite such migra-
tory labor but let them starve in the
rain if their peas cannot be picked.

Secondly, it is also clear that the migra-
tory families' predicament is superimposed
on the developing unemployment situation
for the reqular residents of the area. The
welfare director said that the situation
was ‘"complicated” by unemployment
capsed by the shutdown of two army
camps, Camp Roberts and Camp San Luis
Obispo. A war-economy prop has been
taken away. ,

One mother of 8 listed as her total food
supply one head of cabbage, one head of
caulifiower, 3 pounds of flour, 2 pounds
of lard and three-fourths of a ‘can of

milk., The milk is for her nursing child. .

“What are we going to do?” asked one
father. “Our children are askmg for food
and we don’t have it to give them.”
“Somethmgs got to be done right
-away,” said. the welfare du'ector

LS e

is in the offing, nevertheless all signs_im
dicate that an economic decline is under -

way, the extent or severity of whlch is
still difficult to determine. !

It is the growing unemployment in
California which more than any other
indicator belies those .politicians afid

busmess leaders who claim that only a

“rolling adjustment” is occurrmg, -or

that the current situation is prlmarﬂy

seasonal in character.
No amount of political doubletalk :or

- statistical juggling can now conceal the
ugly facts of life as they actually exnf. :

The long lines of men and women at ihe

unemployment insurance offices in Snn .
Francisco, Oakland, Los Angeles. Rlch-,

mond and Berkeley are in themselves h‘-
ing proof of the slumping economy.

UNIONS QUIET

The rapid increase in county welfaré
and relief applications (up by 2,000 fam-

T

ilies in . Alameda County alone last -

month), indicates that, for some of the
unemployed, a depressxon is alreddy here:
The San Francisco Chronicle of March
22 quotes the welfare director of Ala-

meda County (which includes the citjes -
of Oakland and Berkeley) as predlctl’mg -
that another sharp increase in relief rolls

is. likely in May and June as workers
who lost their jobs last fall exhaust their
26 weeks of unemployment beneﬁts and
are forced on relief. 5

A similar trend of rising relief rolls is
also reported from agucultural counties
as well as from the other major mdus-
trial areas of the state.

Despite the growing number of union’
members who are unemployed, the. state
leaders of the California trade unions
have so far refrained from any major
activities which would indicate an lmme-
diate concern with the problem. = ° |

The California state -AFL .did. reques#
Governor Knight to increase. unemploy-
menf—lgsurance benefits, as- ~did the CIO.

but in ‘general the union leadérs are waite -
ing to see if the promised sprmg upturn’.

actually occurs. However, some of I;Jne
AFL Building Construction locals, alregdy
hard-hit by the slump in building, are be-
coming restive and have called upon ﬂle_

governor to mcreuse state public Works i

construction.

KNIGHT WAKES U‘P

Governor Knight, the man who sue-

ceeded Earl Warren when the latter was
appointed to the U. S. Supreme ( ourt
and who is the Republican candidate

governor in the coming elections,” has

~asked the state legislature.to approve a

bill increasing unemployment insurance

benefits to $30 from the present $25.~

maximum.

" This is the same Knight, in essence a’

reactionary mediocrity, who a few short,
weeks ago decried talk of recession as,
“subversive.” Seeking labor support, he
now finds it politically feasible to admit,

that unemployment is increasing . apd, :
that California workers in this, the state,

with the highest cost of living in the en-,
tire country, cannot live on the paltry
$25 that the present law provxdes.

Knight still maintains, however, that the.
current slump is entlrely seasonal m*-",

character.
While it may be true that a certain’

percentage of unemployment is due to' 3
seasonal factors (especially in a state .

like California where agr1cu1ture and

food-processing play a vital role in° the o
economy) the fact remains that the num-:-

ber of jobless is rapidly approaching the
level reached in early 1950.

Then it was the Korean war which came
along and quickly absorbed the hundreds
of thousands of idle workers. The queshbn
on peoples minds today is: thf wﬂl
be in 19542
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{Continued from page 1}

- only that the new gunmen are pro-U. S.

© and suitably pliable to imperialist domi-
nation. But what is “our interest” which

.~ forbids recognition of the de-facto

... (though despotic) government of China

.. today? .

that the Chinese leaders foster hatred
" of the U. S. and that they helped the
- North Korean regime and help Ho in
.Indo-Chind now. But he does mdnage to
frake perféctly clear that his continued
recognition of theé Chiang government in
Formosa as the National government of
China is the bar.

."IMPLIED THREAT

It has been publicly stated in the press
by pro-Eisenhower commentators that
.« the U. S, wants nothing to happen in
i .4 Geneva; it just wants to live through it
P %" and get it over with, as with the past
~ “s Berlin conference. In this speech, ex-
cluding any recognition of China in ad-
vance, some of the hopes of the French
are blasted. !

e Dulles' section on China explains what

- ‘the U. S. does nof have to offer at Geneva.
American statesmen are very handy at
explaining that, or at least have been get-
< fing a lot of practice. What DOES it have

F . " (Continued from page 1}

the government has been playing in eto-
-momie aid abroad, Dunn told the audi-
.. ence, and “to this end, it is necessary that

. there be established in the world the kind
" of conditions which will encourage pri-
; vate. capital.” American enterprises al-
- ready established in Spain, he told them,
... have been studying the possibilities of
. further investmerit and he Wwent on to
express the polite “hope” that this would
be imade possible.

A HUMBLE NAY .
"Affer Dunn sat down, Argiielles felf
- called on Yo answer him (or rather to an-
‘_-swer the implied pressure felt behind his
.. diplomatic words). He began by begging
- .. for morédollurs like a clerk explaining to
. ‘Hie boss why he needs a raise, detailing
the various things the regime wants to do.
Then he came to the point about opening
‘mp Spain to investment. -
;. Humbly, but firmly he explained why
" ‘the Franco regime had taken measures
to limit the investment of foreign capital
in an enterprise to 25 per cent (with cer-
tam exceptions). Yes, he told Dunn, your
.. proposal would be a solution, though only
. " a partial one, to our industrialization
" problem; but (he went on) foreign capi-
tal has to be paid—it will take profits
out of the country, he implied—and our
" «delicately adjusted balance of payments
would be upset, so we're very sorry about
it, Mr. Ambassador, . . . ;
~ In an editorial, the paper ABC sup-
‘ported Argiielles’ stand.

This is. the main source of friction—
~ the demand for more dollars versus the
.. ' -demand for the open door for capital—

~.-but there have also been some others.
" There was a clash over the use of Ger-
man firms in constructing U. S. bases in
Spain, for example. v
One of the pressures on Franco, outside
of his own desire to grab off whatever he
can anyway. has been widespread feeling
--—not confined to oppositionists—that in
“his deal to let the U. S. plant its bases
_.around Spain, Franco compromised Span-
-. ish 'sovereignty in~ exchange for cash in
the pocket, and not too much of the latter.
2. "So for one thing it would ease such critics
-samewhat if Franco could up the blood-
money; and for another thing, concessions
© . %0 Yankee invéstors would increase ‘the
77, feeling that Uncle Sam was colonizing
° fhelr country.
. “QUALMS »
.. Tt is in wfister to these qualnfs that
- the paper ABC wrote the following edi-
= ! torial, in which the lady perhaps pro-
. tested too much:
i “Not a foot of Spanish territory will

1
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Whereupon Dulles shifts to complaints .

Dulles Threatens— —

to propose?—not to make the Stalinists
happy. to be sure, but to rally that "free
world” they talk about against the Stalin-
ist threat? . .

Just one thing, and the only thing
Washington knows how to do: an implied
threat of extension of the Indo-Chinese

war. For surely the ‘“measured” tones .

that Dulles used in reading his speech at

this point were not simply an elocution- -

ary device,
The imposition of a Communist system
on “Southweést Asia,” he intoned, “by

whatever means” (including, therefore, .
non-military means) would be a “grave .

threat” and ‘“should not be passively ac-

cepted but should be met by united ac-

tion.” The diplomatic vagueness of*these
words was then clarified by continued
reference to the “risks” of fighting for
“peace.” .

The words resound louder after two
Hell-bomb bladsts in the Pdcific.

INDO-CHINA IS DIFFERENT

But this constitutional inability of
American capitalism to embrace any po-
litical program for a non-military fight
against Stalinist expansion bids fair to
lead to an even greater catastrophe in
Indo-China than in Korea. In Korea the

U. 8. took its stand with Syngman Rhee. -

Franco Ups Price — —

escape our sovereignty.- Our flag will
wave over all the bases. Nothing will be
taken away from the jurisdiction of our
government. The United States of North
America will get no monopoly either on
any land or any installations. The
‘status’ which our delegates obtained for
the joint bases, in the course of cordial
negotiations which no third powers could
thwart, is indisputably one of the great-
est diplomatic successes for Spain.”
And of course that has a preat meas-
ure of truth in it, especially with regard

to the effect of the deal in strengthening

Franco’s internal position. It was a: “suc-
cess” most especially scored by Franco
over his own people:who hate him. But
it has not been without its troublesome
side for Franco, and the grumblings
about U. S colonization can well become
more serious, especially if Washington
refuses to throw dimes around like
Rockefeller. C

Hence the situation underlines the con-
tinued necessity for fighting against
U. S aid to Franco—the battle was not
ended when the deal was made.

In China the U. S. still clasps the hand
of Chiang Kai-shek, and Dulles still
talks about the ‘“free Chinese” under
- that experienced butcher. In Indo-China
the U. S. comes to the aid, not merely of
a native dictator, but of the foreign im-
perialist master, France. ‘
Yet the cases are not the same. There
is a big difference between the situation
in Indo-China and that in the other two
hapless countries. The difference only un-
derlines the reactionary nature of Amer-
.-ican poliey. ' )
In Korea and in China, when the crisis
was sharpest, there was no longer any

country of any sizable proportions. In
Indo-China such a forcée exists.

In Indo-China, therefore, a truly dem-
ocratic foreign policy already has a base
in the country. i

A THIRD CAMP

That base is the semi-organized forces
within Vietnam, with sympathetic ele-
ments even behind Ho’s lines, who both
want to fight the Stalinists and are also
fighting against French control and the
French puppets. These are the national-
ists who are even now giving Bai Dai a

rough time, from the left, and who are -

-vociferously demanding independence
from France in order to release the
country’s full energies for a democratie,
free, united Indo-China. It is even re-
ported that there is a *“free zone” in
Indo-China under the control of such
forces. They are influential even in the
ranks of - the colonial setup. Socialist
and Marxist elemenm' play an important
role, but by no means are the exclusive
components of this tendency.

Here . is a real Third Camp force in
terms of the Indo-Chinese situation. Here
are the forces who speak of turning. Ho
Chi Minh's "left flank,”" by aiming to- split
his supporters on the basis of an anti-
imperialist policy directed against both
Paris and Moscow.

In Indo-China“apologists for the U. S.
line do not even have a shadow of a pre-
text for pretending that there is only a
choice between Stalinism and reaction.
Here, if -American policy were half of
what some liberal defenders of it claim
it to be,.there is a tailor-made situation
for -the implementation of an anti-im-
perialist fight against Stalinism.

That . fight is being pushed by strong
elements in Indo-China but it is ana-
thema to Washington no less than it
was in- Korea., While Dulles makes
speeches between two H-bomb detona-
‘tions, the hope of the world lies outside
both the Washington camp and the Mos-
COwW camp. )

NMU Opposition —

[Continued from page 2}

office,” writes Curran in the * Pilot
(March 18), “they not only never com-
plained, about dictatorship or anything
like that, but were happy to follow Cur-
ran in the fight against Trotskyites and
Communists. They voted for all the poli-
cies that now exist.”

They protest that the membership-
book sale scandal was mishandled? Why
didn’t they speak up? They protest that
lawyers and officials are -dipping into
union funds for high fees, salaries and
‘expenses; why didn’t they speak up? The
book scandal first broke in 1950; why
didn’t they demand the election of a rank
and file investigating committee then?

DEAD WEIGHT

The opposition has not tried to reply .

to ‘these questioens. The anwer is very
simple, although embarrassing: )

They feared the very machine with
which they rede into effice. They knew
from experience that it could not be
challenged on a single important issue
without unleashing an all-out struggle.
They sought at first to make changes
and -adjustments through conferences
with Curran without involving the rank
and - file. But that proved impossible.
Finally; in order to press for action on
the questions important to them, Jim-
Crow and racketeering,-they had to risk

“all. | .

Union bureaucracy sometimes appears
the quickest and most effective road; that
is how it might have seemed in 1949. But
suddenly it is revealed as a dead weight
on the union, standing in the way of des-
perately needed reforms. :

. We can well understand the intense
feelings of the NMU opposition, which
has seen the ILA degenerate into a

. gangster outfit. and now feels that their ~

own union officialdom is at least compla-
cent before the same threat.

“I have a feeling that some people will
be convicted. I am not saying whether
they will be members or not, or officials,

“but whoever is guilty will be convicted.”
This is Curran on the book racket. The
opposition demands that the union do

. something; it cannot sit by while its offi-
‘cials are under suspicion. But Curran
refuses to act.

WINKING AT GANGSTERS

One explanation jumps to the eye. In .

order to begin an investigation, he must
at the outset subject his own close fol-
lowers—for they are accused—to ques-
tioning and probing. But his regime is so

closely tied to them that he will not take
such' initiative. It would be a wviolation .

of one of the most basic laws of bureau-
cratic procedure: the practice of mutual
protection.

Let the pelice handle it, says ‘Curran,
thus avoiding responsibility and shun-
ning a cenflict with his own men. Nor
can he allow a rank-and-file investigat-
ing committee, for thut would subject
‘them to the mémbership, another viola-

“tion of the bureaucratic code. And he

concludes correctly that the adoption of a

motion for the election of such a commit-

tee, under these circumstances, “tells me
I am a failure, that is, I, as the president
of this union, am not carrying out my
duty.”

Not ev)ery bureaucratic machine gives

rise o racketeering. Some unions, ke
many other organizations, ore honest,
clean AND undemocrafic. But that cannot

efface this fact: bureaucratism facilitates

its growth; bureaucratism turns the prob-
lem of the removal of this disease from a
minor - surgical - operation into a mortal
crisis. : . V™

democratic anti-Stalinist force within the

" The ISL Program
in Brief

* The Independent Sociclis; Leaque stands
for socialist democracy dnd against the
two systems of exploitation which now
divide the world: capitalism dnd Stalinism,

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liber-

-alized, by any Fair Deal or other deal, so

as to give the people freedom, abandance,
security or peace. ¥ must be ‘abolished
and replaced by a new social system, in
which the people own and control the
basic sectors of the economy, democrati-
cally controlling their own economic and
political destinies. ] .

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a brutal fotalitarianism—
a new form of exploitation. Its agents in
every country, the Communist Parties, are
unrefenting enemies of socialism and have
nothing in common with socialism—which
cannot exist without effective democratic
control by the people.

These two camps of capitalism ond Stal-
inism are today at each other's threats in
a worldwide imperialist rivalry for domi-
nation. This struggle can only lead to the
most frightful war in history so long as the
people leave the capitalist and Stalinist
rulers in power. iIndependent Socialism
stands. for buiiding and strengthening the
Third Camp of the people against both war
blocs. | )

The ISL, as a Marxist movement, looks
to the working class and its ever-present
struggle as the basic progressive force in -
society. The ISL is organized to spread the
ideas of socialism in the labor movement
and among all other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent Socialists
participate acfively in every struggle to -
better the people's lot now—such as the
fight for higher living standards, against
Jim Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of
civil liberties and the trade-unfon move-
ment. We seek Yo join together with all -
other militants in the labor movement as
a left force working for the formation of
an independent labor party and other pro-
gressive policies. .

The fight for democracy and the fight
for sociulism. are inseparable. There can
be no lasting and genuine democrucy with-
out sociailsm, and there can be no social-
ism without democracy. To enroll under
this banner, join the Independent Soctalist
League! .

Get Acquainted!
Independent Socialist League

114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y.
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the ideas of Independent Social-
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