s
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spokesmen over the Lincoln’s Birthday
weekend. All they have been charged
with, so far, is that they turned the
government over to known foreign spies
and agents on the one hand, and that
" they betrayed it to its enemies them-
selves, on the other.
Two-time Republican presidential can-
- didate Dewey told a Hartford audience
as long ago as last December 16 that:
“Remember :that the words Truman
and Democrat mean bungling our, coun-

B try into war and the lack of courage or

capacity either to win the war or to win
a truce. . . . Whenever anybody mentions

' “for the Tést ‘of your lives remember that
tHese words are synonymous with Amer-
icans dying, thousands .of miles from
home, because they did not have'the am-
munition to -defend themselves.”

- Senator Jenner of Indiana informed
an audience last week that “in 1952 we
beerated .a hemeland from enemy
troops.”

We offer the Democrats our sincere
condolences, even though they put the
ISL on the “subversive” list as far back
as 1948.. We hope and.trust that they
never live to see the day when they are

. on the list with us, but we must admit ~

that in the circumstances, neither we nor
they can guarantee that this won’t come
to pass. As their best defense we sug-
' gest: they work with us to get the list
abolished.
" . ®

A Democrat Roars

". Representative Alfred D. Sieminski,
Pemocrat of New Jersey, has threatened
1o kill anyone who suggests that his loy-
alty might be questionable because his
stepdaughter was behind the iron curtain
for seven years until she broke out on
Christmas Day, 1953. He made the threat
in 'a hearing of the House Appropria-
tions subcommittee which dealt with the
Treasury.Department.

.- Talking about the Executive Order un-
der which men can be barred from gov-
ernment jobs because they have relatives

{Continued on page 3]
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" FOR OR AGAINST
AMERICAN HISTORY?

. How did those VFW wvigilante vets in
Norwalk, Cenn., decide who-and what
was “subversive’”’?
‘Two iSsues ago we quoted the answer
of  local Norwalk politician = Stanley
* Stroffolino: he did it by “intuition.” In-
cidentally, Stroffolino: later added that
“it’s more.than that. I’ve been a practis-
ing psychologist and political - scientist
{i.e., wardheeler] for 25 years. .

Then there was also Suzanne Silvercruys -

Stevenson, of the Norwalk VFW Auxiliary,
who founded the nationwide Minute Wom-
en of America. She explained: "For in-
stance, if someone says George Washing-
ton wasn’t so good after all,

4he words T.vuman -and :Democrat to you, of. c,gni'clnl

or talks
agﬂlm _our Amerlcan hlsfory. then you -

given ample warning.

They have the opportumty, before American soldiers are engaged in battle, to halt the warmongers in
their tracks. The time in which to use that opportunity may be growing short.

The Eisenhower administration,
following the policy-line laid down
by Truman in Asia, has gotten the
United States into a position from
which no easy retreat is possible.
It has committed this country to
hold Indo-China for ¥French impe-
rialism at all costs.

This is part of the general policy

means,in the absence of anypoliti-
cal policy which can resist it. And

-now that it is becoming clear that

the time in which France can hold.
on to the country, even with mas-
sive American support, is drawing
to a close, the State Department
must either find a new policy or it
may be pushed to plunge American
troops into the war.

No one should be misled by the
attempts of Eisenhower and his
spokesmen to deny that there is a
danger of direct American military
involvement. Of course, they would
much prefer it if the French could
bring the war to a successful con-
clusion on their own. They would

China would be’ (for them) an-
other wrong war in the wrong
place at the wrong time.

That was true of Korea also, yet
it did not prevent the government
from getting in to it. There is an
insane logic to the government’s
policy which can drag it into wars
which are insane even from its

Big Auto Local Denounces

Velde Red-Hunt in Detroit

By JACK WILSON

DETROIT, Feb. 14—The first important
attempt of the United Auto Workers
(CIO) to prevent the forthcoming hear-
ings of the Velde congressional commit-
tee from creating a lynch atmosphere
here, as it did two years ago, came with
a public warning by the powerful Loecal .
174 against the use of any “Gestapo
methods” against fellow employees.

In a resolution, the West Side Amal-
gamated Local pointed out that two
years ago some so-called “reds” were
forcibly ejected from the plants, in the
wave of hysteria whipped up by Detroit’s
daily papers and the committee’s sensa-
tionalism.

“This kind of action is net omly un-
American, but it is a violation of a basic
principle of union brotherhod and Chris-
tian tolerance,” the union said. )

What gives this resolution added sig-
nificance is that it comes from a solid
right-wing local, the home local of Walter
P. Reuther, UAW and CIO president,

The resolution ‘said that “local mem-
bers shave a constitutional right to work
as long as such member has not been
found gnilty of a bredch of the law and
such penalty imposed by duly constituted
authority.”

The local took a heavy swipe at the
committee methods: “Neither the House
Un-American Activities nor any other
investigating committee has the right to
invest itself with Judl(:lal authorlty or to
conduct its investigations. in such a man”

‘ner as to’ 1mpIy guilt. thhout due process
o of lgw o .

B 1 vy
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The local reaffirmed its determination
to fight “against Communism through
the use of democratic procedures and to
defend our democratic rights and insti-
tutions against all groups who would
destroy them.” :

STAUNCH WORDS

Harry Southwell, president of the local
and a staunch right-winger, added, "It is
not yet a crime to belong to any political
party in America."

‘“When you deprxve man of his liveli-
hood because he is a member of any po-
litical group, you are depriving him of
his rights under the Constitution, the
very rights you are fighting to defend »

Southwell was one of the CIO leaders
here who raised his voice .in alarm two
years ago at the results of the committee
kearings here, In a moving speech before
the Wayne County ClO, Southwell warned
his feliow unionists at that time that the
witchhunt virus would spread unless the
union stoppeéd it.

Local 174 represented 30,000 workers
on the West Side, and was a Reuther
stronghold in his great factional struggle
against the broad left-wing caucus in the
early post-war period.

' Because of the illness of Congressman -
Kit Clardy of Michigan, who expects to

capitalize on the publicity of the hearings
here, the opening date of the return en-
gagement has heen postponed to March
29. More than 200 persons in Michigan
are reported to. have been subpenaed by
the commlttee.
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rather uot take over the fighting,

ng Stalinism by military 1

:since’ ‘a Korean-type war in- Indo- ‘been struggling against @ Hove

_ple have grown sick of this “dirty. *
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“ The Democrafs Wail " By GORDON HASKELL i}_ 3
beg,e'ﬁf,’,‘;f;;‘f;;’;n‘?‘g“ﬁiigrfyf f{”ﬁ?ﬁg}izz Will Indo-China become another Korea? ) B
‘attacks made on them by Republican This now looms as an immediate, dangerous possibility. But this time the American people are bemg. S;:

own over-all point of view. That is-. -+
why a political attack on the Indo-
China war policy must also be an
attack on the political policy of, = -
which it could be the ultlmate, Bis i |
tragic outcome. Ry

‘DOWN THE DRAIN ¥
~ For some. eight years France has

ment for national liberation in~ =
Indo-China which has fallen under =
the leadership and -domination of
the Stalinists. Despite -enormous -
military aid from the United: = 7
States and vast superiority of mili- |
tary equipment, the French posi-
tion is today more precarious in-
that country than it has been at °
any time since the first months of .
the war.

They have lacked ihe one ﬂung
indispensable to the winning of this
kind of war: the support of any
significant section of the local pop-
ulation. All their airplanes and
tanks and Foreign_Legionnaires
have proved helpless in the face of
the stubborn, persistent hostility of
the peoples of indo-China, an hos-
tility which has given the Vietminh
the social atmosphere essential for -
the continuation of organized guer-
rilla warfare.

The war has killed off the flower.
of the French officer corps, drained
the national treasury, and weak-
ened France in her efforts to com-
pete with.a resurgent Western Ger~ ... |
many in Europe. The French peo- .
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war” (as they call it), and want to
conclude it with some kirid of com-- .
promise settlement. Only the tiny
stratum of French colonials in In-
de-China, the powerful economic
interests they repreesnt in Franee;
and the American. government
want to fight the war to “thory e

FRANCE'S ANGLE v
The depth of the anxiety With
which the French government and
almost all strata of the French peo-
ple are seeking to get out of this
war is dramatized by the handling of the
Big Four conference by the French
press. From beginning to end, the main

emphasis of most of the papers has been -
not on the question of German umty or:

lConﬁaued on pnge 3.
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NM U Opposition to Curran
~ Publishes Some of the Dirt

By BEN HALL

Last week, we reported a split
in the top leadership of the Nation-
* ’al Maritime Union and the erup-
tion of a bitter struggle between
its two sections. Neal Hanley, na-
tional secretary, and Hulbert B.
 Warner, vice-president, announced
.their intention of unseating M.
“Hedley Stone, NMU treasurer, in
the union’s coming national elec-
‘ tions. When Joe Curran, NMU
president, decided. to back Stone,
the fight broke out in earnest.
-Some of the material published
by the Hanley-Warner group is
now available, five small handbills
in all. Nowhere, in these little leaf-

lets, does the group raise or dis-

. cuss .the issues in dispute and we are
jeft in the dark on their interpretation of
what they are fighting for. Perhaps NMU
members know just what the fight is all
abaut; but no one could discover it slmply
by reading these circulars.

However, from facts inadvertently
cited by Curran in his slashing articles
and speeches against them we get a hint
of what underlies their opposition #

(1) They oppose Stone whom they ac-
‘cuse of being Jim-Crow.

(2) They are suspicious of and dis-

R [ |

[ Satisfied with the Curran leadership’s

: Handling of accusations agamst certain
Cur officials charged with running -a luera-
| e t1ve membership and job-selling racket.
St (3) In the Port of New York, heart of
the union, lower officials are restive un-
K der a regime which they feel does not
| Dermit them freedom of action and de-

:moc1acy ’

" ' NO HOLDS BARRED

5 While the Hanley-Wainer literature puts
forward no specific platform, it does
prove that the fight has already reached
a-stage where no compromise is possible
= \Within: the. NMU. Curron,in past yedrs;
J!ms shawn himself to be a man who will
#olerate no serious criticism or powerful
.opposﬂ'lon To compromise this struggle,
outside intervention from the €10 would
be necessary.

‘Hanley and Warner 1epr1nt affidavits
of two NMU members who admittedly
participated in the book-sale racket,
statements which accuse leading NMU
‘officials, including one vice-president and
the New York port agent, of braintrust-
ing and organizing the racket. But Han-
ley and Warner themselves take no re-
sponslblllty for these accusations; they
do not make their .own charges; they do
fot affirm their validity; they simply re-
print the accusations without comment.

They do testify categorically to the
beginning of a regime of repression. “We
are -forced to take this method of com-
;inumcating with you,” they write, “as
#he iron fist of censorship has closed .in
9‘n the official means of communicating
“¥ith you, including the NMU Pilot.”

e

F

T =

I Thelr letters to the anion paper and their :

B reports, they write, have been
pressed

. Their opposition has been broadened
:Erom -a criticism of Stone to an attack on
‘the whole Curran leadership including,
by name, two vice-presidents and the
New York agent, whom they lump to-
gether as “the combination.” They have
already opened a direct attack on Curran

sup-

himself, and not ‘in polite or evasive
‘words.

TEST FOR ClO?

- "Presldenf Curran,” they write, "has

&et himself up as their [the combinationl
~eampgaign .manager.” And “the president
is. more careless with the truth than dis-
c'lples of McCarthyism."

charactel of the group they are combat-
ing and of what they can expect from it:

“The. constitution guarantees the right
of . -every member to run for any office in
‘this union if they are qualified; the com-
bination state that they believe in this
principle, but God help you if you run in

i e (e i e e e\ s e e L e L

“YOU'RE INVITED

to, speak your mind in the letter column
- of Labor Action. Our policy is to publish
detiors of ayeneml political interest, re-
gwrdless of mews Keep them to 500

V 4

.And they seem aware of the ruthless -

opposition to them. They. believe.in free

- elections, Moscow-style; that is, you shall

have the right to vote, providing they are
the only candidates. This group is a very
powerful force as they have all the re-
sources of the union at their disposal
which they will use to beat down any
opposition to them.”

At its last convention, the CIO adopted
a resolution on
“emphasizing the
determination of the CIO and its affili-
- ated unions to wage war
practices within and without the trade-
union movement and to take all necessary
steps to emphasize the democratic rights
of individual trade-union members.” The
NMU seems destined to become a test

~case for the application of these noble

principles.

Congress A gamst lmperlallsm _
obilizes Aid to Kenya, Guiana

By DAVID ALEXANDER

LONDON, Feb. 9—Last week a very suc-
cessful conference was held by the Con-
gress of Peoples Against Imperialism to
discuss practical ‘measures - which could
be taken to aid the struggle in Kenya
and Guiana.

There were about 120 delegates and
many observers from trade unions, con-
sﬁfuei\cy Labar -Parties, .cooperatives, In-
dependent Labor Party and other interest-
ed groups.

First the Conference discussed the res-
olution which the British Center had pre-
pared, for

(1) Amnesty for all arrested under the
Emergency Regulations.

(2) A common electoral role in Kenya.

(3) Application” of democracy to local
government.

(4) Abolition of the color bar.

(5) Freeing of all unused land, includ-

_ing that in the European Highlands, for

African cultivation, and revocation of
Crown land ordinances.

(6) Schemes for developing Af1 ican
lands in arid areas to the fullest capacity
and extension of credit facilities to Afri-
can producers; abolition of restrictions
on a racial basis to the growth of some
erop. C ‘

(7) Assistance in developing commu-
nity projects and cooperative farms .on
the model of the Indian experiment.

(8) Reopening of independent African
schools, and scholarships to overseas uni-
versities.

(9) Removal of legal impediments to
the developmeént of independent African
political organization of free trade un-
ions and consumer and producer cooper-
atives.

(10) Freedom of the press, and #free-
dom of association.

“(11) A plan, like the Colombo Plan for
South East Asia, for the economic devel-
opment of Africa.

DEBATE

All these points were carried unani-
mously, except the one about the common
electoral role. There was the usual differ-
ence of.opinion. The people who drew up
the original basis for discussion wanted
equal representation for each community.

The representative of the Indian So-
cialist Party was strongly against this.
He violently attacked the idea of a plural
society, and said that the British policy
in India had ended with partition of the
country, with all' the trouble that had
brought.

Mbiyu Komange of the Kenya African
Union, also attacked the idea of a plural
soclety. Joseph. Murumbi, -of the same or-
ganization, said that they had asked for
equal representation by each race as a
beginning; this was a praectical sugges-
tion which was much more likely to be
accepted than a common electoral role.

The delegate of the Union of Shop Dis-
tributive and Allied Workers agreed with
the former view, saying that if we “reach
for the moon, wé’l'e more likely to get the
stars.”

The discussion on. Africa. broadened to
consideration of general anti-imperialist
policy. Faragella was a welcome speaker
as Secretary of the Egyptian - National
Commaﬂee. :

R R g o s e o B b ol

“Ethical Practices and--
~-Democratic Rights,”

on unethical

The Way It's Done in Carolina

Union organizers, reports the Summit
County Labor News,  went to Orange-
burg, North Carolina, to organize a pack-
ing- plant and many local workers joined
in the campaign. The eniployer was for-
bidden by law from threatening reprisals
against unionists but the local Chamber
of Commerce came to his aid by sending
the following letter to the workers:

"I+ has been reported to us that you are
actively supporting-the Union in its at-
tempt to organize the Southland Provision
Company. We would not care whether the
company is Unionized or not, were it not
for the fact that we are afraid-that this
Union activity will result in° Orangeburg
losing a payroll of about half a .million
doliars and about-175 Orangeburg citizens
losing their jobs. .

"Union .activity -has already caused
Orangeburg to lose one industry this year.
The merchants and citizens of Orangeburg

AN

are requesting us to circularize, after the
election, the names of those who tried to
help the Union. We intend to do this.
"The merchants and citizens of Orange-
burg feel that those who \ﬁélp run industry
away from Orangeburg and  who cause
Orangeburg to lose the benefits of large
_payrolis should not be given any speciat
privileges in the future in the way- of job
preference, credit, etc.-For that reason, if
you are not active for the Union, please
notify us, so we will not do the injustice
of putting your name on the blacklist.’
Are you outraged? Of course. Imagine
using the power over a man’s job. to
force him to close his mind to unionism!
But the blacklist is not a curious local
product of Orangeburg. It has become
the policy of our national government,
has been for years. Only, it is not called
a blacklist; it is called a “loyalty pro-
gram.” It is. aimed at intimidating not
only union men but political dissenters.

He pointed out that in Africa there
were colonies and semi-colonies. Egypt
had been fighting for the rights of its
people both in the anti-imperialist sphere
and in the trade-union sphere. He
thought more should be known in the
British trade unions about the latter as-
pects. The resolutions which the Egyp-
tians had passed in 1951 against the oc-
cupation in Suez showed that the Egyp-
tians- were -fighting imperialism and not
just British soldiers. '

PRACTICAL AID

The Conference next went on to a con-
sideration of the role of the trade unions.
An excellent practical speech was made
by  Dick Beech, ex-Executive Committee
member of the. Chen'ucul ‘Workers Union.
He .said that Africa was waking up, and
the British unions which had a lot of ex-
perience should help. "The white settlers
there are doing the same as the bosses
ihere did a few. years ago.” -/

Jock Haston, on behalf of the National
Council ‘of Labgr Colleges, told of the
machinery for .helping the Africans in
the education line about which Dick
Beech had talked.

The NCLC had offered courses to Af-
ricans but not all of them had finished
them. Not all the courses were suitable
for Africans, but 47 of the most suitable
had been selected and he thought that
trade union branches should sponsor
them. If each local branch paid for one
course at $3% each, that would be use-
ful. The NCLC had oﬁ‘eled 10 free cour-
ses to Africans, and it was up to the
unions to select suitable students.

Jock Haston also suggested that mem-
bers of the Congress should write articles.
for their trade union and Labor Party
journals. Everyone knew how short of
copy theése often were. It was, above all,
necessary to get the trade unions more
sympathetic to Africans.

Many other practical proposals were
suggested. The trade unions should exert
pressure to remove legal prohibitions
against unions in colonial countries. Co-
operatives could help by bringing Africans
over to Soughborough College, and also
sending out irained personnel to give ad-
vice in the colonies. )

The public of this eountry could help
by sending clothing and blankets to the
Kikuyu in Kenya. Dr. Soper, the presi-
dent of the Methodist Congress, had
agreed to arrange for the collection and
dispateh of what is given.

. Finally, a lead could be given for the

“encouragement of community projects by

“raising a fund to buy land, farm equip-
ment, ete. to found a community project
as a model scheme. Discussions are tak-
ing place as to the possibility of buying
a farm in Kenya for development as a
community project.”

MURUMBI ON KENYA

Before “lunch, Murumbi addressed the
conference. The colonial governments did

not "admit that the basis of the .present:

trouble is economic."” The people of this
country were being .told lies about condi-
tions in the colonies but they were too
apathetic to act. The trouble could not be
stopped by getting & few African students.

to make a declaration. “Unless somgthing -

'4

is done to meet African demands 'I'hey will
not cooperate to stop the fighting.”

The main problem was the land prob-
lem. There were 7,000,000 acres in Kenya
which were European-owned, but only
1,000,000 were farmed. Only 12 per cent
of the food produced on the African
highlands was produced by Europeans.
‘The emphsisis on land development so. far
had been on European development, as it
had been in India before the British got
out. Only an African government had
any interest in developing the country
for the Africans.

After lunch, L. Burnham, chairman of
the DPeople’s Progressive- Party of
Guiana, in the preserce of Prime Minis-
ter Jagan, addressed the Conference.

" Hé, thought ‘it Was “significant that
British Guiana and Kenya were on.the
same agenda. If the colonies were run
according to the Charter of Human
Rights this would not have happened. In
the mouths of imperialists. the English
language had assumed a -remarkable
elasticity. But the English ipeople -were =
too apathetic, and the Guianese were be-
ginning -to be impatient. with the whole
of them, not just Lyttleton. and Chur-
chill, “If we want to set up a Communist
state, it is our business, not H.. M. Gov-
ernment’s.”

DEMANDS

John McNair, for the Independent. Labor
Party, said that no ideal can be destroyed
by gunboats. Everyone knows  that the
crisis occurred in Guiana because they
tried to form a union to- fight against the
sugar barons. India is.an example of what
can be done when freedom is given to a
people.

A resolution was passed demanding: .

(A) Restoration of the Constitution;
the return of legally elected representa-
tives to office; the withdrawal of troops
and the revocation of the emergeney
regulations and any other measures re-
stricting free speech, free assembly and
a free press.

(B) The subsequent revision of the
constitution se as to enable -the people
of British Guiana to enjoy full demo-
cratic rights.

Altogether’
ference.

it was a successful Con-
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rearma?nent, but:en-the bearing of-évery
twist and’ turn of the negotiations on a
possible settlement in Indo-China.

° The French government recognizes that

" it hos litHe to offér the Stalinists in ex-

change for a settlement short of accept-’
ing defeat, cutting their losses and get-
ting out of the country. But they are con-
vinced that this fate could be avoided, or
at least postponed, if the United Statfes
were willing to make a settlement in Indo-
China part of a general deal in the Far
East. However, such a deal has been made
extremely difficult for the State Depart-
ment by its adamant refusal to recognize
the: Chinese Stalinist governnient, or even
to negotiate any question with it until o
settlement has been negotiated for Korea.
- There are numerous indications that
the Eisenhower administration would
like to retreat from this impossible posi-
tion and give itself some elbow-room for
negotiation in the Far East. But it has
helped in the creation of a political
atmosphere which ~ has  enormously
strengthened the position of the rock-
ribbed supporters of Chiang Kai-shek
and  Syngman Rhee in this country. ‘

Any suggestion that it might be the’
course ‘of ~wisdom to establish mormal
diplomatic relations ~with- the existing
government in China and to "admit its
existence by letting it into the United
Nations is now- regarded as “softness”

 toward - Communisim, “appeasement" or

even “treason.’””

' DILEMMAS

7 Would-the Russian and Chinese Stal-
mlsts sell their comrades in Indo-China
down the river in evchange for admis-

~dien- of China’ to the UN? Of course;

there is no guarantée that they would
but it is entirely possible. At any rate,

* that is the possibility the French would

like-Dulles to explore at Berlin or at a
possible Far: East conference.

The' longer the war drags on in Indo-
China, the stiffer the terms the Stalinists

- can demand for ending: it; In the meantime,

they are- scoring tremendous -propaganda’
victories both in Indo-China and in France
by repeated offers to drrive at a negoti-
ated settiement in the Asian colony,

- For years now, American liberal and.
;even - conservative spokesmen-have been’
‘pointing out’that a real victory in Indo-
China’ for - the anti-Stalinist forces ean
be achieved only if the French agree to
give - the country ‘complete independence

not her

and initiate broad-scale economic re-.
forms for the peasant masses. In. the
meantime, however, they have accepted

the “necessity” of continuing the war
with one single .argument: What do.you.
want to do there—give the countly over
to the Stalinists?

The years have passed, and the re-
forms have not been made. The fact is,
of course, that as long as the Freneh are
fighting to continue  the profitable ex-.
ploitation of the country by French capi-
talists, these reforms cannot be made. In:
the meantime; the military and political
situation has vontinued to deteriorate to:
the point at which the- alternatives are
considerably narrowed down.

The time is rapidly approaching: when
the only questions can be: Do you want:
to- give the country to the Stalinists—or.
to fight” another Korea which might. well-
expand into World War I? And if the ex-
ample of Korea can teach the liberals in
this country anything, it should have:
taught them that even affer three years:
of bloodshed, after the destruction of
much of the wealth of the country, the
questions remained the same.

THAT 'NEW LOOK'

The Eisenhower administration is now '
confronted with an additional problem,.
Last month they. announced a new mili-
tary- perspective for América. Instead of.
stopping Stalinist expansion by local.
military actions, this country is-to use
the threat of massive military retaliation-

a deterrent to Stalinist aggression. In

T o R e M AP A it

behind the Iron Curtain (it is the same
order - under which the ISL has been’
plated on the "subversive” list) Sieminski
said: _
- “This order as is should be wiped. off.
the books of the United States. I think
it is vicious, totalitarian, un-American.

.. It shoots from the hip, puts a man out

of government service, classifies him dis-
loyal for nothing. over which he has con-
tiol, ‘puts others in judgment of his
heart, conscience and oath. That’s un-
American.”

~ Sieminski-went on to say that ‘ 4f any-
body says that because I had a step-
daughter behind the Iron Curtain-I was
a’ disloyal -congressman, that I was a

traitor, I -challenge him to make -that

i
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charge and expect to get out of this room "
alive.”
Easy, brother Sieminski, easy there., If

you are-as jealous of the reputation of .

your fellow citizens as you are of your "

‘own, you had better get -your shootin*-

irons good and ready. You will have a ot
of killing ‘on your hands.

As we don’t go for that kind of thing
ourselves, we would like to suggest a
slightly less impetuous course, but one
which is available to Sieminski as a

congressman. How about just refusing.’

to vote any appropriations for congres- -
sional committees and government agen-

cies till they stop making unsupported

“disloyalty”
citizens, and firing others onveven flim-
sier ‘“security” charges than you-féel
might be made against. you? .

ONE GAIN =

A federal Cireuit' Court of Appeals

has ruled that the army must either give -

his commission to a dentist accused of
past Communist affiliations; or discharge
him from the service.

Dr. Herbert L. Nelson of Marysville,
Wash., had instituted a legal action de-
manding that either the army end his

status as a private or discharge him. The -
court ruled that the doctors’ draft law,

under which Nelson was’ inducted, car-
ried the condition that a person with his
qualifications be granted the pay and”
tommission of an officer. It ruled that

the army was within its rights in refus- .

charges against defenseless -

orea? — —

plain words, they have threatened to .

drop the atom bomb on Moscow (or some.
other drastic aggressive move) ‘the mo-
ment Russia crosses the present -borders
of Stalinism.

But how are they to apply this strat-
egy in Indo-China? Even without the
entry of Chinese ‘volunteers” into the
war, the Vietminh is making a continu-
ation of the war intolerable for the
French. By a minimum expenditure of
arms, the Chinese can keep the pot boil-
ing there indefinitely. If American troops
are sent in to shore up the position of
the sagging French, the Chinese can en-
ter the war in the same way they did in
Korea. :

- What is the United States to do on the
basis of its present policies? Announce

that unless the Vietminh withdraws, they. .

will drop the atom bomb on Moscow or
Peiping? Announce ‘that- they will send
American divisions'into Indo-China, but
that if the Chinese do the same they will
atom-bomb Russia? Who then would be
the aggressor, the initiator of World
War III, the irresponsible plunger of the
peoples- of the world into catastrophe?
How could this government hope to get

any support from the European allies in-

a war which was started in this way?
How could they even get a vote for such’
an announcement -out of this Congress,
cowed: and browbeaten' though it is by
the McCarthys and the Formosa lobby?

FIRST FLOP

The ‘first time the new "refqﬁe’ory"
American military policy' is put to the
test, its essential emptifiess or irresponsi-’
bility ‘is made clear to-all. 1#'is not a pol-

iey for fighting or containing Stalinism. 1~

is a policy which might’ conclevcbly work’
against an imperiolist" nation which ‘had-
no way of expanding. except to invade its.
neighbors with its own troops. Actually,
it is, -and-can only be in the present cir-
cumsfunces, either a policy of "preventive-
war' or nothing.

Within the confines of its own .self-
defeating policies, the roads available to
this government are either to make con-
cessions to the Stalinists or to eventually
send American troops to Indo-China to

shore up the French. Washmgton has’

already sent military equipment in large
quantities, and now admits to some 200
troops who ‘are functioning as “technical”
advisors” on how this equipment is to be’
used. American correspondents on the
scene admit freely that American citi-
zens have been used. in the direct military
airlifts which are supplying French
fighting forces. This is a violation, at the
very least, of the spirit of the Jaws
which prohibit Americans from fighting
for foreign countries.

The French do not want Amencan
tioops in Indo-China, and they resist the

idea that American officers should take

over-comimand positions in the war. But

the U. S. government has made it clear-

to them that if they make any kind of

deal with the Stalinists, they will endan-:

ger any further American military aid

in Europe. Thus the ground is laid for .

forecing American troops om_them if it

© finally: turns .out .that nothing- else .will.-
prevent the Vietminh from- overrunning..

the whole country.

NO MORE! "

.One Korea was too much. It is up ta the

American people, and primarily the labor

movement, to sfay the hand of the irre- :

spom‘lb‘les in Washingion.

‘Every effort must be made to drama- .
txze the inevitable consequences- of pur-

smng this pohcy to its bitter end, and"
to arouse the people against it.

The demand must be made that the »
ernch give every assurance of word and .

deed that their day in Indo-China is over.
The défense of the country must. be
turried over to its own people, and what
military aid is needed be given them only

at their own freely expressed request and. .
on their own political terms. If it turns .

ouit that it is now too late for a political
defeat of Stalinism in Indo-China,

* Fiench- imperialism and its adamant
American backers must be made to an- -

swer for it ;
Any other policy brings the world

closer to World-War III on the-most
 favorable possible terms for Stalinism.
A continuation of this kind-of policy in -

the rest of Asia, Africa:and Latin Amer-
ica will simply mean.that we will have

. one Korea or Indo-China after another
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The lndependenf Socialist Leag’ué stands:
for socialist democraéy and against the
two systems of exploitation which now:

divide the world: capitalism and Stalinism; -~~~

Capitalism cdnnot be reformed or libers
alized, by any Fair Deal or other deal, so
as to give the people freedom, abundancs,
security or' pedce. It must be abolished

and replaced by a new social system, in, -

which . the people own and control the
basic sectors of the economy, democrati- -
cally controlling their own economic and
political destinies,

. Stalinism, in Russia and wherever ¥
holds power, is a brutal totalitarianism—
a new form of exploitation. I#s agents iw
every country, the Communist Parties. are
unrelenting enemies of socialism and havs
nothing 'in common with socialism—whichk
cannot exist without effective democratic
conirol by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and Sful-
inism are today at each other's throats in
a worldwide imperialist rivalry for domi-
nation. This 'sfrugglo can only lead fo the

* most frightful war in history so long as- the

people leave the capitalist and Stalinist

rulers in power. Independent: Socialisnt -
stands for- building -and strengtheniig the

Third Ccmp of the people: ugamsf both wuf
bloes. ”

The ISL, as a Marxist movement, look#
to the working class-and its ever-presea‘l
struggle as the basic’ progtesnve foree iW

society. The ISL is organized to spread he

ideas of socialism in the labor movement
and among all other sections of the |.'|eoplem

At the same time, lndependenf Socialhw »

participate actively in every sfruggle to.
better the people’s lot now—such as.the’
fight for higher living standards, - against
Jimi Crow and anti- Sem:ﬂsm. in defense- of,
civil liberties' and the frade-union move-
ment. We seek to join together with ail.

other militants in the labor movement as' .

a left force working for the formation of’
an mdependenf labor party and other pra-’
gressive policies. ;

The fight for democracy and the ﬁghi"
for socialism are inseparable: There -can!

be no lasting and genuine democraey withs; -
out sociglism, and there can be no socials
ism without demecrucy. To- enroll iinder;

this banner, join the Independent Soclchs{
League!
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SIDELIGHTS ON THE TITOIST CRISIS—I .

©© By HAL DRAPER

hat Myth About Pllmle

Supplementmgi the three quite long.articles of the past three issues in which we
have presented the main body of material on the Djilas case and the crisis of the
Titoist regime, there is some additional material which we feel will be of enough
jnterest to LABOR ACTION-readers to justify a few column features like this one.

Among these will be some details on the Titoist Central Committee p]enum which
2 purged the pro-democratic heretic and some on the aftermath of the affair.

We first want to put the spotlight on Mosa Pijade and his role in all this.’

Why specncl attention to Mosa Pijade;

and who is he?
: " Pijade has been, right along, just a
et rung below the Big Four of the regime
78 (Tito, Kardelj, Djilas, Rankovic), and
.incidentally he has now been publicly
‘moved up to No. 4. He has had the repu-
tation of being perhaps the most serious
“theoretician” of the leadership, though
we must add. (without any implication)
that we do not know what, if anything,
l this reputation is based on, outside of
B " the fact that he translated Marx’s Capi-
. tad into Serbo-Croat in his prison days.
. In any case, that is not the important
thing about Pijade. What 'is of more in-
terest is another reputation of his: that
of being one of the leaders of the regime

who was most sincerely and actively °®

~SEi _ pushing for greater and greater demo-
N cratization.

Right after the bare news broke of the
Dijilas crackdown, there were immediate-
Iy accompanying reports that Pijade was
at Djilas’s side. This was only momen-
tary (it got into the N. Y. Times’ col-
umns too, as well as in the European
press), but since there was not the slight-
est’ basis for this report at any time, it
can be explained only on the basis of

~ Pijade’s reputation as a “pro-democrat”
in-the regime, nothing else whatsoever.

THE DEMOCRAT
What is this reputation itself based
on? This we know very well.
_ I+ was Pijade more than any one else
" in the hierarchy (perhaps because of his
command of languages) who took visiting
“European and American socialists, come
‘to “see for themselves" the “iruth about
Yugoslavia,” into his parlor to convince
them that while Titoland is still far from
having a “perfecf“ democracy,” it was on
the road -to genmuvine socialist democracy
.- and that .any existing blemushes were onlx
temporaty, ete.
--Sinee 1948 we ourselves have, on at
Jeast three occasions, been assaulted by
such returned socialist visitors who as-
‘sured us that, after their conversations
.in Belgrade, above all with Pijade, they
could not possibly have any doubt about
the democratic bona fides of the Titoist
leadership. It would be difficult to num-
ber the similar cases we read about, es-
- pecially. in the European press. They
- were there—they heard him with their
own: ears—they were not so naive as not
‘to be able to distinguish good coin from
. false—one must not be ultimatistic, give
+ . them a chance, etc. These friends gave
i~ -their assurances that Pijade, at least,
i really “agreed with our ideas”—oh, not
§ . for the day after tomorrow, of course,
but just as fast as practical men could
I °  ‘manage. (By the way, Djilas’s name
i mnever figured in such “inside” dope!)
“ You see.why we have a special interest
in Pijade. Well—
© At the CC plenum which jumped on
Djilas, it was Mosa Pijade who made the
most vicious and most typically Stalinist-
hack attack on Djilas. N

AGAINST DISCUSSION

~ ' Nor was this (as one might perhaps
" have a right to suspect in the absence of
othér knowledge) in compensation for
previous pro-Djilas deviations, say, to
cover himself. As we have indeed already.
%~ partly indicated, in the period just be-

fore Djilas’s disgrace, when many if not

most of the top men were expressmg
4 sympathy for Djilas’s articles at least in
£ the belief that they had been cleared-with
& . the Boss—Pijade was fighting the Djilas-
E Dedijer tendency and working with Kar-
delj to mobilize Tito for the erackdown.
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at the CC which was publicly released,
the first point Pijade made was an at-
tack on the very idea that the plenum
. should discuss his ideas with Djilas; it
 was a-disciplinary trial, that’s all.

Djilas’s views and his behavior, said
Pijade, are two different things, and
“These two things have to be judged and
- hot to be discussed with him. . .. This is
the discussion of the plenum on the case
of Djilas and not a discussion with
Djilas.” ;

He elaborated this attitude. Tito had
_opened the discussion with a speech and
then Djilas had asked the plenum for the

‘floor to present an initial statement; but

# !

- Going by the transcript of his remarks -

Pijade declared that it was a mistake to
give Djilas the floor for this statement!

Pijade also added: “We came here to
pass judgment on Djilas. However, he
came as o debater who wants to give
‘direction’ to the discussion.”

Thus spoke the great pro-democrat.
More than that, he proceeded to explain
why it was a good thing that none of the
leaders had replied to Djilas before or-
ganizationally crackmg down on him.
Llsten to this:

. .. it was a good thmg that we did
not reply to him. When it was suggested
that Kardelj should write an article as a
free individual, I spoke up against it.
And why? Djilas wrote his articles as a
free individual who divorced himself
from everything and felt free of any re-
strictions. Should Kardelj have taken
him up as an individual? Would this not
have meant that Djilas would have
achieved what he wanted, that is, the
splitting up of the highest leadership
who privately discuss ~things among
themselves, outside the party fold? It
was likewise impossible for Kardelj to
write articles in the name of the Execu-
tive Committee, because "all this would
have meant a split in the leadership and
the realization of Djilas’s idea about the
transformation of the Communist
League into a debating society. There-
fore the procedure which we adopted was
correct.”

That is, first hit him over the head and
then explain why Ile is an enemy of social-
ism,

This, and not the more hesitant con-
demnations of some of the minor CC
membérs, was the authentic voice of the
Tito leadership. at the plenum.

VILIFICATION v
Pijade was also outstanding in empha-
sizing personal defamation. He de-

nounced Djilas for his “enormois con-
ce1t ” Why conceit? Here’s the tone:
. he [Djilas] says that Yugoslavia is
in the center. of world affairs and that
the whole world was breathlessly follow-
ing the struggle of ideas in Yugoslavia.
And in the center of all this there is
Djilas, the man who -has a new idea, a
Djilasite idea, to use his own words. And
he is not only Djilas but the first Djilas-
ite also. This enormous conceit . . .” ete.
“Political pornography” is the phrase
that Pijade slings against Djilas’s article
in Nova Misao.

‘One of the few polihcal remarks that is
recorded from his lips is sumply an accu-
sation: Djilas is for "a mulh-parfy or at
least a two-party system." That's his

crime. "'This is sheer bourgeois anarchism™

—behold, the theoretician—"which exists
in sufficient degree in the coffee houses of
Zugreb and Belgrade but does not exist
in the Communist League and the working
class."”

Then comes the kind of passage that
could come only from a blown-in-the-
bottle Stalinist hack. We have seen that
it was Pijade who mostly crudely insisted
that the sole task of the plenum was to
“judge” Djilas. Tito himself has said in
so many words that “The question before
us is only whether he [Djilas] is aware
or not” of the anti-revolutionary nature
of his ideas. Tito, expressing his hope
that Djilas would see the error of his
ways, was of course asking for a re-
cantation.

Well, in his inital statement at the
plenum, Djilas dlq not really recant as
vet (that came in his concluding state-
ment). But it was even before this real
recantation that Pijade already antici-
pated with:

“Djilas has promised to carry out all
orders or everything else that is decided

upon. Comrades, this is a Stalinist-type

of 1ecantatwn, and in the case of Djilas
it is hypoecritical and insincere. . . .”

Here is the authentic Stalinist touch.
The inquisitor, squeezing the squirming
victim on the rack o make him recant, de-
nounces the "Stalinist-type recantation”
in advance. .. .

We are looking forward to the next
socialist tourist who is going to reveal—
“just between you and me”’—that Pijade
“really agrees with many of our ideas”
about_socialist democrdcy. -

A PSEUDO SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO SOCIAL PROBLEMS

By CARL DARTON

In a- previous column of “scientific”
management (Jan. 25) we described the
newer “Mental Hygiene” methods used
by industry. Considerably older is the so-
ciological study technique. This approach
adopts the viewpoint that the factory is
a social unit, that factory workers are
‘human beings (!) and that-their activi-
ties can be studied in a clinical and em-
pirical manner with proven sociological
methods. Hence the rise of “Industrial
Sociology” and the “Human Relations”
movement in industry.

Pioneers in industrial sociology have
been Dr. Elton Mayo and His followers at
the Industrial Research Department af
Harvard University. An early and “classi-
cal” study was made at the Western Elec-
tric Compuny Hawthorne plant near Chi-
cago in the early 1930s.

Following is a description of the meth-
ods used, from Mayo’s book The Social
Problem.s of an Industrial Civilization,
Harvard University Press, 1945.

GUINEA-PIG SETUP

The procedure was to set up an iso-
lated “test room” where a unit produc-
tion assembly operation was subjected to
detailed careful observation including the
obvious engineering and industrial de-
vices. We quote from Mayo:

“Their [the researchers’] obsérvation
therefore included not only'records of in-
dustrial and engineering changes but al-
so records of physiological or medical
changes, and, in a sense, of social and
anthropological. This last took the form
of a ‘log’ that gave as full an aecount as
possible. of the actual events- of every
day, a record that proved most useful to
Whiteliead when he was remeasuring the
recording tapes and recalculating the
changes in productive output. He was
able to relate eccentricities of the output
curve to the actual situation at a given
time—that is to say, to the events of a
specific day or week. )

“The facts are by now well known.
Briefly restated, the test room began its
-inquiry by, first, attempting to secure
the: active collaboration ef the workers.
This took ‘some time- but was. gradually
successful, especially after the retire-
ment of the original first and second
workers and after the new worker at the
second bench had assumed informal lead-
ership of the group. From this point on,
the evidence . . . seems to show that the
individual workers became a team,
wholeheartedly committed to the project.
Second, the condltlons of work were
changed one at a time: rest periods of
different numbers and length, shorter
working day, shorter working week, food
with soup or coffee in the morning break.
And the Tresults seemed 'satxsfactory
slowly at first, but later with increasing
certainty, the output record (used as an
index of well-being) mounted.” -

SOFT APPROACH

The researchers found that by read|usi-
ing condittons and correlchng with output
the most efficient environment conditions
were established. Thus from. such experi-
ments the "Human Relations'™ administra-
tors found that output and profits in-
creased when working teams were organ-
ized and the workers were given the illu-
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sion that their well-being—aiways meass
ured by the output records, of course—
was being taken care of.

The second phase of the Hawthorne
experiments described above was the
plant-wide interviewing technique where
the workers were given the opportunity
to talk freely (?) about their personal
problems and adjustments to the work
routine. Gradually each worker was
guided to give his best performance—the
criteria still being improved work output.

This Western Electric experiment was
followed by others along the same lines,
all directed toward the end of increasing
efficiency but all sold with sugar-coated
“human relations” verbiage. The titles of
the books and papers published by the
sociological researchers are suggestive of
the approach: “The Human Problems of
an Industrial Civilization”; “Maladjust-
ment of the Industrial Workers”; “Social
Relations in the Factory”; “Adjusting
Men to Machines”; “The Changing Cul-
ture of a Factory.”

Industry owners previous fo the past
two decades were reluctant to utilize the
non-physical sciences to soive their prob-
lems. Now they seem to pay off and they
fit into the "soft" approach of the times,

There is not much question that the
rise of industrial sociology has been due
to the peculiar technological and laber
conditions of the past twenty years. Ever
alert to reduce costs, industry found that
the classical method of introducing new
machinery was expensive. More efficient

utilization of labor by the “human” ap- ,

proach was less costly. Likewise, the
other classical means of reducing costs
by wage-cutting was impossible due to
the general labor scarcity and the growth
of the unions. Most industrial
now concede that they must “learn to
live with the unions”—hence the soft
approach of the human-relations concept.
Large companies found such a program.
fitted in well with their general promo-
tion of improved public relations.

_ITS ECONOMIC BASIS:

In selling the “human relations” pro-
gram to the worker and the‘public, in=

dustry has been:aided-by the**poplﬂarrza- ;

tion of Freud and the spread of psycho-
logical and psychoanalytical techniques.

The owners, seeking to promota harmony

and cooperation, endeaver to sell their
position that most problems are not mat-
ters of fundamental issues but rather a
rmsunderstandmg of dlﬁ'erent points of
view. .

The bosses seek %o capitalize on the
growth of semantics and the vulgarization
of its principles, on the notion that the

easy solution of all disputes is “learning
after

to speak edch other's language,”
which differences merely meit away. (It is
always the bosses' viewpoint which should
be accepted, however.)

Likewise, advertising has been so suece
cessful in American business that indus-
try feels that workers can be sold on har-
monious labor relations through the tech-

niques ‘which have developed out of ine

dustrial sociology.
.Naturally this pseudosscientific ap-

proach to economic problems can last

only so long as the “soft” .approach it-

self can last—that is, only so long as .

class antagonisms are muted by the spe]l

of war prosperity; only so long as the

U. S. is relatively the aristocrat of the
world.

-
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© - Page Five

By H. D:
There is, as everyone knows, plenty of

room in thls country for a non- party'

(orgamzatlonally unattached) magazine
for the exploration of socialist ideas and
theory. Indeed, back in 1937 such a mag-
azine was estabhshed the Marwxist Quar-
terly, with a very compétent roster of
editors, overlapping and extending be-
yond then-existing organizational boun-
daries—inclusive of Socialist Party,
Trotskyist, Lovestoneite and independent
writers. This project "unfortunately ex-
pired after three issues, and later at-
tempts to re-establish something like it
on a similar basis came to nothing. And
this was a pity. Politically the establish-
ment of the Marxist Quarterly represent-
ed progress on the left, in a period when
the American socialist movement was not
yet permeat;ed by, moods of despair and
pe551mxsm but raéher buoyed up by ag-

‘gressive self-confidence in the power of

Marxist ideas, undogmatically conceived.

- A new magazine Dissent presents itself
with primarily the same aim—new social-
ist thought; and its contrast with the old
Marxist Quarterly is symptomatic of the
times we live in.

* The guiding spirit and active director
of the new magazine, Irving Howe, to-
gether with his co-thinkers and the peo-
ple he has assembled on'thé editorial
board (Coser, Schapiro, Clement, Orlans,
Plastrik), cannot be accused of aiming
st a mere lively journalistic review—
above all, not at a lively one; they doubt-
less wish to offer serious and “solid” so-
cialist thinking with an intellectual ap-
peal on a high level. Since the Dissent
group started advertising its existence

nearly a year agq, its appearance has’

even been awaited with anticipation in
some quarters as the answer to the in-
disputable need for ‘socialist revaluation
and rethinking of new . problems in a
changed world.

This first issue (a first issue is usually
not the worst that a publishing group
can manage to do) has a “solid” article
in it, a competent survey of the East
German. w,orkers rising of June 17 by H.
Brand; it .has an article by Howe on

- “Stevenson and the Intellectuals”; a

piece by C. Wright Mills which attempts
to explain why no conservative ideology
has been developed in this country; an
article by, Lewis Coser arguing that
“Government by Secrecy” is bad and that
government should keep the people well-
informed; mainly personal recollections
of George Orwell by the anarchist writer
George Woodcock; an article which

- writes around the problem of the nature’

of the British Labor government by S.
Plastrik; and a book review of Gal-
braith’s Ammam Capitalism. These are
the featured contents, supplemented by
tvo letters of Rosa Luxemburg and some
shorts,

THE DRIFT

-What perhaps stands out is the rela-
tively light-weight character of this first
offering, especially in view of the aim
which alone could justify the magazine's
existence and viability. As for the many
vital problems of socialist #hought in our
day which cry out to be grappled with by
a serious publication, none is seriously

_ attempted.

_For example, Howe’s piece on Steven-
son has some sagacious psychological in-
sights into the intellectuals’ reaction to
Stevenson’s political personality; but
strangely; it specifically counsels against
grappling with the significant political
problem which the socialist movement

‘faces in connection with the subject of

his article: the relation between the la-
bor movement and support to Stevenson
and-his Fair-Dedl-on-the-half-shell. It is

only in passmg that Howe casually men- -

tions that he is now of the opinion that
socialists should have supported Steven-
son. This “with considerable hesitation,”
but “in the absence of any significant
socialist ‘movement, it is a problem of
tenth-rate importance, almost a matter
of personal choice.” What is of major
importance is “the general attitude one
takes toward the dominant political drift
of American society, whether one floats
along or tries to maintain a sharp funda-
mental criticism.”

In this by-the-way manner Howe dis-
closes that he is in favor of “floating’
along” with the pro-Stevensonites—with
criticism—but that it is not important
enough to disemss in his opinien. The
manner is as intellectually responsible as
‘the way in which he had announced his

Presents Itself to the Soclalist Publlc

-

break with the Third Camp antl-war po-
sftion.

What is strange is mnot this further
step in Howe’s political retrogression
‘but the cavalier attitude toward precisely
that which such a magazine as his must
take seriously if it is to have any mean-
ing: the problems of socialist analysis

“and policy.

But of course the most vital problem
of socialist policy today concerns the war
question, the battle for the world be-
tween the two imperialist camps. Digssent
(that is, this introductory issue) does
not deal with it.

On the theoretical plane the most basie
problem for socialist revaluation is the
meaning for socialists of the Stalinist
phenomenon and the related question of
socialism and democracy. It is not treat-
ed. There is many anothér problem which
might have been an interim substitute
for the above, but the long and short of
it is that a good many expectant people
have a right to be sadly disappointed.
Of course, it is to be seen whether the
Dissent group has what it takes to offer
any significant contributions to socialist
thinking in any subsequent number.

AN ESTIMATE

Howéver, this raises some - questions
about the _political’ character and ‘direc-
tion of the active directors of the maga-
zine, since at bottom this conditions what
they can redsonably be expected to pro-
duce, it is here that- the contrast with the
old Marxist Quarterly is most striking.

In a programmatic declaration, the
editors declare that “Dissent would be
meaningless if in dissenting it did not
also affirm”—arm indisputabie statement;
and so, affirming its “belief in socialism,”
it presents its understanding of “social-
ism” in terms which are presumably
meaningful :

“Not the ‘socialism’ of any splinter or
faction or party, but rather the ethos
and faith in humanity that for more than
100 years have made men ‘socialists.” We
share a belief in the dignity of the indi-
vidual, we share a refusal to countenance
one man’s- gain-at the expense of his
brother, and we share an intellectual ¢on-
viction that man ean substantially con-
trol his condition if he understands it
and wills to.”

We cannot be so unfair to the editors
as to assume that they intended this
simply for soap-box agitation; and so it
is necessary to note, with as little aston-
ishment as feasible, that here “socialism”
is reduced to liberalism at best; to the
liberal mood at something less than the
best; and to nothing much at-all, if one
insists on being rigorous. In view of this
reduction, it would be superflous {o raise
any question about the orientation of the
Dissent group with regard to the work-
ing-class character of socialism. -

in all candor, this reviewer freely ad-
mits to being "prejudiced"” with regard to
what is to be expected from the Dissent
group, "prejudiced,” that is, by an opinion
about the political direction, the political
dynamics, of ifs aclive spmis. led by
Howe.

This happens to be precisely the re-
verse of the political dynamies of (to

‘hark back) the old Marwist Quarterly,

which also was a non-party enterprise.
Dissent is primarily the child of a group
of “ex-es” who are in the process of slid-
ing back from socialism to liberalism,
and not the outcome of a forward move-
ment to capture a new’ terrain for so-
cialist ideas.

We are “prejudiced” not merely by the
fact that Howe launched his magazine in
the train of a break with the Independent
Socialist League, but rather by the fact
that both: (his break aiid his magazme)

are the outcome of his announced convie-

tion that those vho sympathize with his
“ethos” must likewise abandon any or-
ganized socialist movement, which is to
be replaced by such a center for thinkers
as his magazine seeks to make itself. The
sad fact is that they look to Dissent as a
substitute for organized socialism, in
these days when more than one disheart-
ened ex-radical looks for reasons to de-
sert. the organized fight for socialism and
retire into less wearing contemplation
of an often dismaying world.

As a temporary halfway-house for

backsliders from the struggle, its con-~

comitant political devolution away from
socialism may be rapid or slow, but such
is its political reason for being. It would
be a good thing if this estimate were
proved wrong, but that is-the Way it
looks
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GERMANY, KEY TO PEACE, by James P.
Warburg. — Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, 1953, 331 pages, $4.75.
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By GORDON HASKELL

James P. Warburg, the well-known

banker-“internationalist,” has attempted
in this book to make a liberal critique of
American foreign policy, particularly as
it relates to Germany and Western Eu-
rope, since the last war. Conscientious
and plodding, Germany, Key to Peace
could well serve as the handbook for
those people who believe that the cold
war can be settled by negotiation be-
tween the United States and Russia, and
that the failure of American policy can
be explained on the basis of a series of
errors on the part of American policy-
makers rather than by the fundamental
inability of a capitalist America to offer
the peoples of the world a really progres-
sive alternative to Stalinism.
_ Like other liberal eritics of American
foreign: policy sinee World War 11, War-
burg is quite aware of the fact that un-
less the werld is to be plunged into an-
other war, Stalinism must be defeated
politically. He is an ardent advocate of
an expanded Point Four program and
other means of economic aid to the rest
of the world. He also recognizes the in-
ternal political difficulties in getting such
a program adopted on a sufficiently large
scale to achieve his purpeses.

. But like: his [liberal- co-fhinkers, he is

DAVIDSON APPEALS
IN C.0. CASE .

"The case of conscientious objector
Vern Davidson is being appealed to a
higher court, and his sentence, which was
to have begun December 28, has been

_ postponed.

Davidson, a leading mllltant of the
Soclallst Party ‘on. the West Coast; faces
three years in prlson as a draft-act vio-
lator as the result of a court’s_denial of
C.0. status to him,

One of the special interests of the case
is the fact that Davidson was convicted
because he does not believe in a “Su-
preme. Being,” since Section 6-J of the
draft act provides C.0. exemption only
for religious objectors. On this point a
statement xssued by Davidson said" in
part:

“I am going to prison because I do not
believe in.God. . . . The question we bring
before the Court of Appeals is this: Is it
not o violation of the Constitution to
hold that o man must believe in a Su-
preme Being before achieving the status
of a conscientious objector wnder a law of
the U. S. Congress?”

.The Davidson Defense Committee is
appealing for funds to bring the case up
through the higher courts. It needs $1000
for the present appeal process. Its secre-
tary s David McReynolds, 1321 Ash-
land Avenue, Ocean Park, Calif.; East
Coast efforts are being coordinated by
Rina Garat, 23 West 93 Street, New
York City. '
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-the Kremlin may reasonably be expééied

forced to believe that these difficulties can
bé overcome by enlightening the business
and political leaders of the country, rath-
er than by organizing a social force capa-
ble of removing them from power.

Of course, many of his individual
criticisms are valid either within the
narrow framework in which he operates,
or on the basis of a much broader one,

For instance, he points out that once

Truman’s “containment” policy had been

adopted, it was necessary to create an

army in Europe which could earry it out.
This meant that eventually Germany had

to be rearmed. But once Germany was:
given -to understand that her rearma- -
ment is vital to American policy, her

ruling class was put in a position from
which it could drive a hard bargain.
Once that was done, the European De-
fense Community had to be planned to
satisfy the fears of France. This, in turn,
made the reunification of Germany im-
possible, as the.Russians could not be
expected to give up their part of the
country without demanding the abandon-
ment of EDC, and America could not
give up EDC without scuttling its whole
military policy in Europe, etc., ete.

A SLIP

All of that is true, but what does War-.
burg ‘propose in its place? First, the eco-

nomic measures indicated above. Second; -

a policy of exploiting the national clegv-
ages between Russia and her allies and-
satellites (not by cloak-and-dagger “sub-
version” but through reasonable propos- "
als to solve their problems). Third, an
initiative for world disarmament.
Warburg's fourth proposdl is ‘the only
one adopted by the American government
to date: that this country's military strat-
egy be based on powerful, mobile forces :
of retaliation rather than on static de<
fenses, Or as he puts it: "If . . . the hostile
forces are uncommitted and so disposed
that, in the event of Soviet aggression
anywhere, they could strike .in a number
of unpredictable directions—not ..neces=
sarily. at the point of Soviet attack~~then

to hesitate before launching a majer war
with an attack vpon even the most mvnf-
|ng|y undefended frontier.”

Now that this policy has become offi-
cial, it is doubtful that Warburg can
draw much comfort from it. It is-the
most dangerous policy this country could
have adopted. Although we are all sub-
ject to psychological slips, Warburg come

mits an amazing one right after he de- i/

scribes this policy:

“The military policy here recommend-
ed would—be it clearly understood—
promise no nation immunity from inva-
sion in the event of war. It would prom-

ise all nations the maximuwm assurance

that a major conflict will take place ” (P,
324, my italics—G. H.)

From the whole context of the book, it

is elear that Warburg goes for the “re~

taliation” policy because he feels that it -
is the only one by which Germany can -

be kept from playing a majer rele im
America’s military plans. Hig alterna-

tives are pretty well limited by his aps -

proach on the whole problem. That they
are so unpalatable is an.indictment of
that approach rather than of his inten-'
tions.
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SHARES OF UPPER INCOME GROUPS IN INCOME AND

2 S,’A_VI'NGS, by Simon Kuznets.—National Bureau of Eco-.

. nomic Research, N. Y., 1953, $9.00.
\ . . /

By DAVID BROWNSON

' Most .of our readers probably have come
across the theory of pauperization; the Verelen-

dungstheorie, and certainly everybody has seen .

its refutation. It has been the habit. of bour-
‘geois economists to refute Marx’s supposed

“theory of pauperization” of the proletariat by -

pointing out that real wages have been rising
over the past century.

In equally demagogic fashion they have now
come up with a theory of pauperization of their

own. This time it is for the bourgeoisie that

they claim the sad lot of impoverishment, and
.it- is the socialists who reply: “Now now, it
‘ can’t be that bad!” -
B A chorus of voices chanting about a ‘“‘soeial
revolution” in income distribution recently ac-

companied the publication .of S. Kuznets’ book -
~ on Shares of Upper Income Groups in Income .

';“_!_".and Savings.. Here, for example, is how. Will

Llssner introduced his review of Kuznets’ book:

K m the N. Y. Times of May 4, 1953 :.

"“Sinee [the depression of 1929-32], the well-to-do and
. -, the rich have become the economy’s ‘forgotten men.
=~ Whhile thé'mass of tlie population has enjoyed the great-
.«est advance in income and levels-of living in history,
-~ thig upper- ineome groups. . . . have suffered a striking
-and continuving: decline, particularly since 1939, in their

purchasing: power.”
: ‘Such'remarks are propaganda embroideries on the bare
- results of Kuznets' study. Here we shall be concerned only

e with the study itself. First, we must examine—as did-
" T.N. Vance in the New International of May-June 1953— -

whitether Kuznets' results can be considered valid. But it
|s"imporfanf to go beyond the scientific:terrain chosen by

LEatot

f lu%' study in' thé-light of Marxist theory.

Fox:propaganda purposes it is a,dvantagueous for Kuz-
oA nets t6 blur the différence between absolute income lev-
7 els and-the shares of certain income categories in the
g glﬁbal national income. Kuznets. discusses. only the rela-
- tive shares of the natiohal .income; and does not con-
sidér’ what these shares represent in terms of the
standard of living [or real income].

' The' Lioh*s Share
' j;«The income categories whose shares are being deter-

mined-are of a’ particular kind. Kuznets -arranged the
population into a scale -from the wealthy. down to the

¥

i . ' poor, sliced-off the top 5 per cent of the population, -

| . ie, the wealthiest, and studied—not wlether they. get
? poorer or richer, but whether they get an increasing
S o dxmamshmg pazt of -the cake. Since-the cake was
I _ growing over the period studied (1919-1946 sometimes
b 197-1948), a. dwindling share of the- national income
:ﬂ: ~ . may have represented the same, a bigger, or an only
5 - slightly smaller chunk, in absolute terms.*
: -The most striking result of Kuznets’ study is the sup-
posed: drastic decline of the top income-group shares
sifice 1939 Bétween the two wars, the top 5 per cent
of*the’ population managed to keep their share nearly

; " )

o of‘thectotal‘national income, truly the lion’s share. Be-

“eénit, @ drop of more than a quarter, It should be noted
that this figure: concerns incomes per- capita before
taxes The decline of the disposable income, after taxes,

/ . during the last 15 years.

efliuﬂy hard by this decline, if we want to speak in terms

&, nohonal income;. and they bore the brunt of the decline:

“almost one: half,

- . Kuznets. ‘points-out that:the nchest 5 per cent saw
Al “fheir share diminish mainly. beeause the’ unemployed- of
“.the thirties found jobs and the poor became; less poor.

then' 1ot -at the expense of the upper 5 per cent. Theijr
incomeé’ mcrement comes- from the increment of the
| natxonai income:
: *WllI Lissner tried to show that the rich are now
" worse off than they were in 1913, using this argument:
y ﬂ’le richest 1 per cent of the population had their
" money. income doubled by 1946; consumer prices rose
~ more. than twicé, namely two-and-a-half tlmes, there-
.| fore; ‘the wealthiest became poorer,.even in absolute
“térms. That may be so, but it is not proved by such a
v-comparlson Lissner would have to construct a special
pnce inidex for. the goods bought by the wealthy—not
si‘mply to take the average consumer price index—and
then examine the results. Also, even inh the framework
*of 'Lissner’s arghment, there would bé an absolute. de-
- cline onlyin the'incomes of the top 1 per-cent, not of

the whole- 5 per cent. x

shares of a growing national output and in their total -

the” author-and point out, in addition, the- limitations of

stable, thli share: bemg on the average:25-30 per cent .

tween 1939 and 1947-48 their share dropped to 18 per.

“i-was. still steeper because of the mounting tax rates,

The 5 per cent with the highest incomes were not- Mi'

; of- "being-hit.!" Between the two wars, the top 1 per cent-
Ql' 4he-lion's. share of the lion's share: 15 per cent of the -

fronr:15° per cent fo 8.5 per-cent-in 1947-48, a-drop-of -

e -The T6wer 95 pér cent of the population did not improve

lumps. together the. most disparate elements:

This amounts to saying that, to a large extent, the
decline of the upper income shares is a corollary of
economic prosperity. Kuznets found that always, dur-
ing the periods of expansion, the shares of upper in-
comes diminish, and, conversely, during contractions,
the shares of upper incomes rise.

What is being considered exceptional is the rate by
which the top income shares declined after 1939. There is
no parallel decline in past periods of cyclical prosperity,
indeed. But isn't this tast period of prosperity without

equal, too? In any case, it is apparently not possible to.

have prosperity and at the same time give the upper
income classes a constant share of the national income.

Suspicious Statistics

The eriticism of Kuznets’ study made by T. N: Vance
centers mostly around the suspicion that it “ain’t nec-
essarily so”—the decline in upper income shares, or at

least its degree, may be a fiction.

First—are the tax returns (on which the estimates
of top income shares are based) such a'reliable source?:
Vance doubts it. He reasons: The decline in shares
coincides with the rise in tax rates, and the rise in tax

rates represents the strongest motive for under-report--

ing incomes. It is of general knowledge what miracles
can be performed by the chemistry of tax advisors and
of accountants. Personal .expenditures become business
expenses, income becomes capital ‘gain—who - in his
right senses would. rely on tax returns as a source?:

Kuznets: replies: “We haven’t-got- anything else! Be-
sides; we'can estimate the errors due to under-reporting
and make correetions.” Kuznets made.a number:of such
corrections but Vance remains unconvinced; since; ac-
cording to him, “the majority ‘(of factors) . .. are:be-
yond- statistical analysis.”

Vance's own investigations. into- the: matter- leud him:
$o° the conclusion: that the top-incomes reported-in the

tax returns are probably only two thirds to four fifths of

‘what they are in reatity. -

Besides, Kuznets himself was- sufficiently. conscious
of some downward bias, since he wrote: “This discus-
sion .of the reliability of our estimates must necessarily

be incomplete and inconclusive.” (P. 435.) Buat he under--

took the study nevertheless. We have to conclude that
on the whole he considers his results correct. It is a
question of confidence. . .. Along with Vance, we pre-
fer to stick to our susplcxons

Second—there may be an error due to inaccuracies
in the national income estimates. Kuznets arrives at his
figures - for the top incomes, on' the -one hand, and of
total national income, on. the other, by. independent cal-
culations. Thus, if he should overestimate national -in-
come; his ratio for the upper income share would be
too low. - .

Kuznets uses his own estimates for the national income -

figures, and‘ his method- definitély overstates:. -them. By
how ‘much—swe cannot say: -

In sum, a certain downward bias in Kuznets’ estimate
of the highest incomes is more than likely, and the de-
cline of the upper income- shares-is not as serious as
Kuznets' results suggest. Vance is certamly rxght; in
stressing this point.

‘On the other hand, the downward bias due to under-
reporting of incomes is hardly so great as to reverse
the results. There always was a decline in upper in-
conie shares during past periods of prosperity when the
tax burden still was light enough not to be a serious

“incentive for under-reporting of high incomes; there-

fore, we have less reason to distrust those past periodic

income share declines. The forces which made for a -

decline then have not disappeared. Some decline is to
be expected. Whether the decline will be conﬁrmed as a
long-run trend remalns to be seen.

VBreakmg I+ Down
Within the: hrmts set by the aims of Kuznets’ study -

the book is on. the- Who}e a-suceess.. But considering the

tremendous amount of werk that-went:intoe. it; its re-~
stilts” séeim rather’ meager-to us. The- reasen:for:this . .
_disappointment is to be found.in Kuznets’ basic-scien- -
tific assumptions: To a- Marxist his eéonomiccabég(‘)ries"

‘are seldeim meaningful,

~ Not that the Marxist i is: iﬁdrﬁerenf to a study of income -
dlsfrlbuflon -according Yo size, afd size only. But he would

also like fo break such data down according ‘to his own

caiegorles It is surplus, value and vdriable capital, but -

especiatlty surplus - “value; that are mostly being - talked

about, but prcchcclly never reconstructed-in nymemd )
terms: Kuziets' inquiry is of some help héré, as we shall’

see, but not too much. He ignores the sfructurdl, qualita?
tive differences. between different incomes, and- that

would be essential for any: reconstruction of how: the-

surplus value is dllfﬁbnfed how Iargt it is, how it varies
with time.

We come across the sarme trouble in the estimates of
the global national income; Productive and unproduc-

. tive incomes, incomes derived from the surplus value.

and fronr the variable capital, are simply “homogenized”
into a purely quantitative scale and differentiated only
according to the legal title.;: Where the legal title cor-
responds more or less to an ecoriomic category our pur-
pose is served. This is the case for dividends, rent; in-
terest and entreprenetirial income. But  you would
vainly try to extract some economically meaningful
categories. out of the “eniployee compensation” that
mana-
gerial salaries, -workers’ wages, wages earned in pto-
duction as opposed to those earned by servwes, salarles
of - govermnent;zhl employees;-ete.

~“ *control’- has been: steadily ' to- diminish: the number: -of

- relative-position among the top incomes?. Partly; thanks -

We would like to know what part of the surplus value
is being transformed into income under the legual title
of “employee compensation.” For socialist theory, this
is a burning issue,

We know from elsewhere that this is what is. happen--
ing to an increasing extent with'the passage of capitalisnr
from its "private” and ''individualistic"' form o subse~
quent stages. Sach o study as Kuzne#s' contributes more:
to obscuring this point than to clarifying it.

The irritating -category of “employee: compensation”
puts antagonistic economic categories (portions of sur-
plus value, and wages corresponding to variable capi-
tal) into the same basket. (In a way, this is a prépara~
tory step to what “bureaucratic capitalism” of the Stal-
inist variety has done, namely combining oll surplus: .
value and variable capital under the title of “employee-
compensation,” and thus assimilating the worker to his’
exploiters.)

Thzoughout most of Kuznets study one is forced to-
think only in terms of “rich” and “poor.” This contrast,-
important as it is, is nevertheless secondary for the:
system of capitalism. For a functional anaiysis of capi~
talism we need, first, a break-down of the mational in-
come into “productive” and “unproductive” parts (ins
the Marxist sense); secondly, a break-down::of the:
“productive” sector. into capitalist and non-capitalists:
and finally, the. differentiation of the incomes-of:-the-
capitalist sector according to whether they can-be re-
lated to the surplus value or to the variable capital.-

Of course, Kuznets wanted to make a 'cgntributionm_-.-" :
“toward an understanding -and appraisal of economie’. . .
‘processes” (Introduction, p. xxvii) —in the limits of-the! -
present ‘days’ academic economic doctrine. Thls is whyr
he devotes a chapter to the savings and comsumption.: -
ratios and their changes, in the upper income-classes.:
‘The reviewer in: the Journal of Political Economy - (De--
cember 1953), J. B. D. Derksen, thinks that *the re-
sults could very well be used to refine otir knowledge of = .
the consumption function by dlstmguxs}nng between @ .~
higher.and lower income groups.” This is trus, but how:
much understanding of economic protesses can one .de-.
rive from ever so refined a knowledge of concepts as
limited as the “consumption funetion”?

The Share of Shareholders

Transiated into Marxist terms, Kuznets' top 5 per cent
of the population represent some of the immediate swrs:. .. .. ;
plus value as secondary recipients, that-is %o say, those. |
who render: services to-the immediate recipients (e.q.-
tax advisors' to the big shareholders). These secondary:.
recipienfs-partly render services fo wage: earners,. foo:v- ce
“therefore not all the top incomes come under $he heading.
of surplus value. A fraction of the top incomes represents .
transfers from incomes originating in the process-of pro-¢ . -
duction -as ‘wages corresponding- to.the variable:capital, -

We would need much finer analytical tools. than: those+ -~
used by Kuznets if we wanted to approximate what+ -
part of the surplus value accrues to. the. top 5-per cent..
of the population and how much surplus valie ‘goes to -
the 95 per cent .of lower income groups. ¥From the mas:
terial at hand, we can only surmise that. a eettain paxt-. .-
of the surplus value is contained in the incorses:of -the. .- -
top 5 per cent of the population—and whatever brodd- -
changes there are in the distribution  of the -surplus+
value will probably be reflected in the chunges inside~
this top 5 per cent group, too. ]

Here, Kuznets’ data furnish us at least with useful *
indications: The share of the top 5 per cent of the popu=. .
lation is examined from the point of view o2 the source .
of income: what percentage of that share are dividends;:
what entrepreneurial. income, what employee. compen- . -.-
sation, rent’ and  interest. Over the. perwd 1917- 1948~ ’
there are two main tendencies:

(1) The percentage of entrepleneumal incomes. (non- fer -
corporate profits distributed) rises and-so does ’chat of LR
the employee compensations, though less.- :

(2) The percentage of dividends, interest and: 1ents
declines. These property incomes 'are-being- deﬁmtely
pushed back by salaries and ploﬁts. ) ~

From what.we know - about. the- conﬂmf of umimsh bes
tween salaried munagerial: personnel— and-: the: shareholds -
ers, the fadmg away of -the dividends" shcre is-motiinthe - .- - -
least surprising: To. quote the. classic on the sabpec#' T hEr e
whole “effect -of the growth of pcwers of directors: cwd' Fioe -

things.on which a shareholder can count; the number-of ..
- demands. which he'can make with any assurance that they' lx
must bé: satisfied." (Berle ‘and”Means; The Modern- Core: - -
poration and Private Property, p. 277.) ¥eynes: ~wrofd
‘bluntly . about.-the “euthanasia’ of the- remtier;” dnd"#he'" - -
decline of the share of dividends, interest and rent in the
shares-of top incomes, as shown by Kuzhets, is an iHuss s
tration of this point. z

Why did the non-corporate profits, too, improve thei Vi

to inflation. Inflation tradltlonal]y favors business: prof oo

“its, and it hurts fixed incomes, like those- demved from =

_property: In addition, without going to furthsr sonrces, 2R :
the safe guess is that during. the war and. post-war., . . |
prosperity many more _individual enterpnsee found -+ 5
Lebensraum beside the Iarcre corporations than. earlier, -
. .
Social Meaning ‘ t

To conclude, let us accept the main results of Kuz- - ;
nets’ investigation at their face value—and:let. us . B
'imagine that the trend will ‘continue: the'shares of the..
upper mcome classes -in the national incéome: W1H grow

lConﬁnued on page 7}
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'NAAGP MAGAZINE DENOUNCES

* Following are some e:ccerpts fvom o
vigorous warticle in the current issue
(February 1954) of the Crisis, the mag-

_azine of the National Association for the

Advancement of Colored People, on the

- role of imperialism in Indo-China. It s
-especially noteworthy for its outspoken

‘attack on the role of Washington in the

.Indo-Chinese “dirty war.” The author
“was also the accredited correspondent of
“the Crisis in.Korea and recently return-
~ed from a 28-month tour of Asia and

urope.—~Ed.

;By WILLIAM WORTHY Jr.

Nowhere can the reader get a better

‘two-sentence summary of the war’s color

significance than in the following blunt

-paragraph from a Bermuda Conference
.dispatch in the New York Times of De-

cember 9, 19563 B

“The war in Indo-China has cost
France the equivalent of more than
-$7,000,000,000 — surpassing the dollar
aid received since World War II from

“the United States. A continued French

-struggle there will help to insure United
States and British®support in Europe
and in unruly North Africa.”

-~ Yes, the dangled prizes of this ''dirty
war,” . this Washington-bankrolled war, this
potential colonial prelude to a World War
1 of color:are not limited to resources
wof Asia. ..

And what plecrsely are we backmg and
:who precisely are we fighting in Indo-

:China—yes, we Americans with our new-

ly -upped billion-dollar “ante” for two-
thirds- of the -current -year’s fighting
‘budget, we with our napalm and our
bombers, we with our military advisors
.and the “keep. fighting” orders from our
Nixons and-diplomats?

According to a sentence that slipped
into a sweetness-and-light editorial in
‘the New York Times of December 8§,
1953, Jawaharlal Nehru told Richard
‘Nixon face to-face in New Delhi that the
USA is supporting colomahsm in Indo-
China and Africa:

- So much 1"01 _our alhes And our ene-
nues" '

“An Assoa;éted “Press dispatch’ “in the:'
« Tokyo Evening News of December 20,

1952, quoted a high-ranking French offi-
«cer as. giving out the “generally agreed”
estimate that only 20 per cent of the
Vietminh: guerrillas are absolute Com-
munists. The rest are “taught next to

{Continued from page 6]

- smaller -and smaller. The bourgeois com-

mentators imply that such a trend would
somehow basically affect the capitalist
structure. Since inequality was the salient
characteristic of the capitalist system, a
trend toward equalization would mean a
basic change. Is it true?

What is frue is that socialism implies
greater equality, The reverse, however, is

not necessarily true: the trend toward.

equalizdtion is not by itself a-harbinger of

- socialism, nor-does it presage some kind of

*“reformed” or "more just’ capitalist sys-

s ftem.

At the root of the apparent trend to-
ward equalization is, in our opinion, the
tendency of.the rate of proﬁt to decline.
To simplify: this means that there will
be progressively less .surplus value to dis-
tribute, provided the degree of exploita-
tion cannot be increased. Consequently,
the mass of recxplents of surplus value
will see their share in the total value,
that.is distributed, grow smaller.”

"The decline of shares on a per-capita
basis is-reinforced by the fact that the
number of people deriving their income
from the surplus valué does not remain
constant. Their number increases, there-
fore the share available to each of them
decreases.

‘Why do we suppose that the number
of people deriving their income from the
surplus value increases? We assume with
Marx that “capital” will try to counter-
act the decline of surplus value by in-
creasing the degree of ‘exploitation, i.e.,
by compensating for the declining share
of the surplus value at the expense of
variable..capital. As. .the process of de-
clining rate of profit advances, this com-

 — . —
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nothing about the theory of Marxism or
Stalinism.” They are nationalists who
simply want the French and Americans
to go home. Like-everyone else in Asia
they feel that they can handle the Com-
munists “once the national question is
settled.”

On December 11 1953, wh11e being in-
terviewed by several CBS correspondents
on the Capitol Cloakroom broadecast,
Brig. General Carlos P. Romulo of the
Philippines was asked thHe usual loaded

“half-truth question about “the Commu-

nist menace” in Indo-China. In so far as
there are any ardent pro-Americand
among Asians today, Romulo is certainly
to be counted in that small and exclusive
circle. Yet even he challenged the ques-
tioner, and for the only time during the
half-hour broadecast his voice became
charged with emotion.

He had visited Indo-China before the
war, he said, and had met the nationalist
leaders. Among them he had found great
admiration for America, and they were
anticipating American support for their
independence demands. Now, he - said,
many of these leaders had become Com-
munists, having had to look elsewhere
when U. S. support was not forthcoming.

If the Philippines, Romulo continued, had
had to prolong after 1946 its struggle for
independence from America, no doubt to-
day "l would find myself being called ‘a
Communist."”

“THEY WANT OUT"

Set a date for Indo-China’s full inde-
pendence, he passionately urged—a defi-
nite date, and then support for the elite
Communist leadership will begin to drop
away: Says Nehru on the same point: “If
you support colonial -domination and
colonialism—apart from doing a wrong
thing you encourage and strengthen the
very forces {of Communism] you appar-
ently think you are contending against.”

By now every newspaper reader knows
that after a death toll of 48,000 the
French people have become wearier of
their seven-year war in Indo-China than

‘even we became of our three-year war in
. Korea. They wa
‘Vice President

out. .But not only did
ixon tell his “loyal”
‘Vietnamese hosts that the United States
wants them to tone down their independ-
‘ence demands and to remain in the French
Union (New York Times, November 3
and 5, 1953). In a speech at Hanoi on
November 4 he also declared firm U. S.

[he Poor Rich — —

pensation seems to be harder and harder
to achieve. More people have to assure
what Marx broadly calls “supervision”
or “the general costs of exploitation.”
This is the economic content of “bureau-
cratization” or the multiplication of un-
productive JObS in the process of produc-
tion. }

Thus the trend toward equalization of
incomes (i.e., the trend of declining upper
income shares) does not imply the death of
the capitalist system. What really changes
is the make-up of the capitalist class.

What defines the capitalist class is not
that its members appropriate to them-
selves greater shares of the consumable
product than other members of the so-
ciety. The capitalists are not capitalists
because they are rich but because they
perform a certain economic function.
High incomes are as a rule a corollary
of capitalist functions but they do not
define them. It is conceivable—and Kuz-
nets’ book strongly suggests that it is so
—that the members of the capitalist
class receive declining per-capita shares
of the national income while they carry
on their capitalist functions.
~'The change we are witnessing can be

.best described as. a progressive splinter-

ing of what was originally-the “individual
capitalist” {who delegated & minimum. of

“his functions to salaried personnel) into a

multi-headed, collective, bureaucratic,
“functional capitalist of the modern cor-
poration and nationalized industries.
What makes the analysis of the proc-
ess so difficult is the fact that the con-
sumed part of the surplus value is being
distributed to the heads of this bureau-
cratic hydra under the guise of salaries,
bonuses, and other “employee compensa-
tions.” It is important to understand that
these are only legal forms of income dis-
tribution. Stripped of those external

~forms, the essential components of “capl-

tal” re-emerge in their true relations, the
trend toward -egualization notw1thstand-
ing.

e RS

- an unconditional surrender

reports that the U.-S.

opposition to a negotiated peace and told
the Vietnamese and the French that they
could not lay down their arms “until vie-
tory is completely won.” (Yet French
Premier Joseph Laniel clearly stated in
Parliament that France was not seeking
and would
be happy to find an “honorable and dip-
lomatie solution” to the warp. And from
the Bermuda Conference came reliable
is seriously con-
sidering extending- the “Truman Doc-
tring” to Inhdo-China if (like the over-
extended. British in Greece in-1947) the
French give any sign of pulling out..
This, then, is the dangerous pass to
which we have been brought by the enor-
mous, the imperial, the war-making pow-
er of white America—war-making power
in a world that is weary of war -and
wishes only to be left alone by -both
Washington. and Moscow. These facts
about the war (and there are many more
—about Foreign Legion brutalities, for
example) expose the terrible power of

the daily press to lead readers to con--
clusions about Asian events which - not

{Continued from last pagel
appr oval of -this racism by the commu-
nity.

And it is therefore that the “Michigan
Plan,” which would give the local frater-
nities a specified period of time in which
the frat would either remove such
clauses, break wtih the national organi-

.zation or be denied campus recognition,
.deserves the firm support of the student

body. For it would create a state of af-
fairs making it difficult to continue dis-
crimination on the campus.

We believe -that the final abolition of
racist ideas can be accomplished only by

a long educational prdcess, when the eco-

nomic and legal steps necessary have

already been taken. Thus, in the South,

it is right now not too important to conr
vince the racist sheriff that he should not
want to shoot Negroes, what is important

s to-make sure that he cannot do so and
escape the law.

" To get back to the campus. The point
is not to convince the snobs and racists
that their restrictive practices are wrong

$0 much as to make sure that they can-

not openly continue such practices with
the -sanction of the school community.
While I would argue for the abolition of
frats per se, it is important that the first
step be taken-—making the frats less of
a stronghold of reaction on the campus.
I think Gibbons misses the point. if he
compares with frats the “self-constitut-
ed” social groups found at a campus like
Antioch where the frats are outlawed.
The . essential difference is (a)—to use
his own words—“Fraternities. and their
houses are big business, holding millions

Youth International — —

" Scouts,- Girl Guides, Catholic, Christian=

" {Continued from last pagel
Morgan Phillips, chairman of the So-
cialist ‘International, has already noticed
the present trend, and either through
jealousy or antagonism, his relations

-with IUSY have become more and more

strained.

Previously, the main :preoccupation of
IUSY was the question of European unity,
but here the . different national organiza-
tions were sharply divided, mainly along
the lines of the adult parties. Scandinavia
and Britain were against the federalist
movement while the youth on the conti-
nental mainland favored the idea. As the
latter were in.the majority, there. existed
for a long period close cooperation be-
tween 1USY and the European Movement,
and in particular with its youth section,
the European Youth Campaign.

This insidious movement was founded
by Paul Henri Spaak with a fund from
the American Committee for European
Unity providing the main financial back-
ing. Its main line was to stress the -cul-
tural. affinity and the apparent,economic
interdependency of Western Europe:

It gave lavish subsidies to various-So-

cialist Youth conferences, and this partly-

accounted for .the enthusiasm of many
IUSY leaders! They also arranged many
so-called “European Forums.”
tionary . nature of these -was clearly
shown by the attenéancy at them Boy

st il B il e, St L S i i B

The reac-

| S. 'Counter-Revolutionary” Role in Asia

only Asians but also Westerners on the
spot know only too well to be false.

This, then, shows Negroes that many of
their domestic “friends” who shout the
loudest in and out of government . for
FEPC are, out of the other side of their
mouths, desperately backing atomic for-
eign policies which have as their sole-aim
the maintenance of their unduly high
American standard - of living—even “if
every last starving Asian and African has

to die in our wars fighting: for it. What-a

pity, Voltaire once said, that the good
patriot should so often be the enemy -of
the rest of mankind! .

Newly returned to the States, 1 have
one question for myself and my fellow
Americans:
‘about all this? Among informed persons
of liberal bent there almost seems.to be
a conspiracy of silence about not .only
the internal slavery to which our witch-
‘hunters are leading us step by step -but
-also about the slavery’s external counter-
part: namely, the counter-revolutionary

‘direction of America’s policies among the :

darker peoples. . . .

Frats on Campus —

of dollars of property throughout the
country . ..” (b) the fact that dormitory
clubs on campuses that do not have frats
are not based on racial discrimination,
.and where they are this has to be donein
a surreptitious manner,

cial climate on. the campus.

To elaborate on point . (c) for a mm-,b

ute: Formalized snobbery, given sanction
by the community, makes the campus

frat very much of a social factor setting.

the *“tone” on the whole campus. Fresh-
men worry about “making the frat,”’. and

‘in order to make sure that they. recelye
.this particular form of social recognition
they therefore copy as closely as possible

the habits of the frat men on the campus.

(But then this is a part.of the: argument; :
for. abolishing the frats as such.)

Lastly on our. correspondent’s method-
ological point: he needn’t have gone to
the British monarchy for an example.
‘There is a much better and closer one:
we are -for abolishing capitalism, but
‘while it is still with us, we are very mili-
tantly indeed in favor of ﬁghti_ng ‘for
reforms (“immediate demands”) within
its framework. I trust Mr. Gibbons does

not find this hard to understand: for our:

part, we look on the militant fight for the
immediate reforms as part and parcel‘of
the over-all effort to organize the move-
.ment for the elimination of the system
itself. (Incidentally, LABOR AcCTION does

not advocate that the British crown be - .

made a “people’s monarchy” but it is not
necessary to discuss the specific case,
once the general idea is understood.)

Bogdan DENITCH .

Democratic and Conservative youth; and
%0- 0N, -

The opposition was particularly voca]
from the British Labor League of Youth
where both right and left were agamst
the EYC, though for diverging reasons.
The right used the usual argument that
the great amount of trade with the ‘Brit-
ish Commonwealth prevented any - closer
unity with the European continent. The
left exposed the EYC for the sham it

was: an attempt by American imperial-

ism to unite Europe in the hope that this
would provide an extra bulwark against

Stalinism, together with an attempt by °

several decadent European intéllectuals

to establish European culture to be su-

perior to that of the East.

At the same time the LLOY made it
quite clear that if the question of a So-
cialist United States of Europe.should
arise, then they would be wholeheartedly

for it, but of course this was never the

idea of EYC or its American sponsors.
Gradually, when the sponsors of EYC

noticed that the socialist youth .was not

being converted to. its brand of European

- ¢hauvinism it withdrew its financial.suip~
- port for IUSY, and its influence inside

that org'amzatlon has been gradually
waning ever since. The latest reports are

in fact that the EYC has folded up, and’

now only exists on a much smaller basm,
.essenually a “rump” eo’mmlttee. -

Sttt e e b N e S EATE

Page Seven

What are we going to do

(c) and..most.
important, the frats affect the whole .so-
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 Anti-Colonial Policy

* Wins Wider Support

B
e

.By ALEX NEWBOLD

LONDON, Feb. 8—The recent December

issue of IUSY Survey, the official paper
of the International Union of Socialist
“Youth, gives a report on the Executive
Committee meeting of IUSY held in Lon-
don last October. This confirms the re-
cent healthy trend inside the Youth In-
ternational, and the hope that politically
‘it may be drawn closer to a Third Camp
position.’ )

This hope is derived from the greaier
preoccupation which IUSY has shown with
“colonial questions; unlike the adult Inter-
national, it has taken quite a firm stand on
colonial freedom. Although the vein in
which the resolutions for the EC meeting
were couched was hesitant, and. obviously
- §ramed with an eye on the reaction to be
‘expected from the adult organizations,
dhere was a growing realization displayed
‘of the role of the colonial problem in the
struggle for socialism.

There were resolutions on Kenya, Cen-
tral African Federation and French
‘North Africa which directly condemned
“the attitude of the present British and

French ‘governments, and indirectly the
conciliatory attitude of the British La-
borites and the French Socialists.
" his reaction to Eurgpean colonialism
jnside the Youth International has been
the consequence of circumstance _ra@her
#han political understanding of the wider
.jssues involved. It is the result of the

~ great number of students from Asia and

‘Africa who have been studying at Eul"O-
pean and especially British universities
- gince the war. They have forced IUSY
to-tdke a definite stand on colonialism,
one way or the other. -
If you want to be radical, then anti-
. colonialism, in an age of capitalist de-
cline and growing national awareness
and militancy, is always the safest bet,
and this perhaps explains this attitude
‘of otherwise typical social-democrats.

ON EUROPEAN UNITY

-~ JUSY's stand on colonialism has resulted
in one most important development: it has
‘o far been successful in building one in-
‘sernational in the socialist youth - field,
‘whereas ot the Rangoon Congress of Asian
Socialist Parties, the Asian Socialist Con-
ference was set up with no explicit organi-
zational unity with the predominantly Eu-
ropean and Western "Socialist Interna-
tional.” .

" Already the Convention Peoples’ Party
Youth (Gold Coast) and the Youth Con-
-gress of Nigeria have affiliated to 1USY,

= and it is to be expected that the Indian

Socialist Youth will do likewise. If the
" present trend continues—and it can only
do so if the European sections of the
Youth International go further over to a
consistent Third Camp position, and
above all do not accept the present North
Atlantic Alliance—thenJUSY will be the
first of the Socialist Internationals to
.break out of the European orbit and be-

* ‘gome truly world-wide.

{Continued on page 7]
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The Young Socialist. Challenge is
published as a weekly- section of
Labor Action but is under the sole
editorship of the YSL. Opinions
expressed in signed articles by con-

~ Young Socialist League Is Founded

On the weekend of February 12-14, the new Young Socialist League was founded, as a fusion of
two anti-war socialist youth groups. ’ .
In a very successful and lively unity convention, the delegates of the Socialist Youth League and .
and YPSL unanimously voted to merge their organizations in order to launch the united YSL. ‘
The Young Socialist League comes into being as the most significant socialist youth organization
in the country, on a firmly Third Camp and anti-war basis.
Next week's issue will include a special four-page edition of YOUNG SOCIALIST CHALLENGE
which will carry a full report on the proceedings and decisions of the unity convention, and also some
of the main documents adopted for the YSL.

The YOUNG SOCIALIST CHALLENGE has been established as the organ of the League (published

as a seetion of LABOR ACTION), with an editorial board consisti
and Michael Harrington. The editor is Denitch. '

ng of Bogdan Denitch, Henry Gale

College Editor
Defends Frats

To the Editor:
I would like to take advantage of your

- offer of opening your columns to readers’

views, even though they may be contrary
to those of your staff writers. I should
like to express myself through this me-
dium in answer to Mr. Bogdan Denitch,
whose article “Racist Frats on the Cam-
pus” [Feb. 1] T take issue with.

_Mr. Denitch approaches the problem
with .a poor -perspective in that he is
urging militant reformation of a thing
whieh in itself he says must ultimately
go. In taking the position that “they
[fraternities] are reactionary and unde-
sirable; but since they .are present we
must democratize them as much as pos-
sible,” he lawnches into it as might an
anarchist in presenting his solution for
governmental controls.

This parallels, say, your position on
the British monarchy as brought out in
your London Letters last summer at the
time of the Coronation: from the social-
ist point of view this institution (the
monarchy) is reactionary and undesir-
able, but as long as it exists it must be
“democratized” by making it a “people’s
monarchy.” The fact was presumably
overlooked that perhaps 90 per cent of
the English. working people apparently
want to maintain the instrument of king-
ship, however redctionary it may be!

A paradox from the socialist point of
view, in that most of its writers admit
it to be the most enlightened working
class today. I ~deviate to the seemingly
unrelated subject of the British crown
because L feel it counterparts the situa-
tion which Denitch feels is an outmoded
institution on the campus of the Ameri-
can college. )

Without saying anything which would
stamp me as a class-ridden champion of
Greek-letter snobbery let me defend in
principle the system by saying that my
four years’ experience in it has been most
satisfying in everything that it purports
-to -embrace. -Fraternities are like any
other groups or. tightly unified organiza-
{ions, -with its undesirable elements. Per-
-haps the idea of mysticism, secret oaths
and ritual and-the adoption of an ancient
language as -a medium of unifying ter-

-minolegy ‘has: presented to those within

the movement an atmosphere more con-
ducive to racism, snobbery .and supposed
superiority. But cannot you find all these—
human failings in practically every col-
lection of individuals, who have banded
together for various reasons?

Let us face facts, Mr. Denitch: Con-
sidering. my parallel, if Britain should

“ever achieve the socialist conceptien of

AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON DISCRIMINATORY FRATERNITIES

Should Racist Frats Be Permitted on Campus?

maining exclusive of other groups.
Whether they call themselves fraternities
or just a Friday Evening social club
with some fancy three-letter Greek name
meeting down at- Louies’, the reason for
their existence will not be transitory with
ideologies or social change.

The social forces which tend to make
people band together in groups of like
interests and similarities cannot be
brushed off merely because it violates the
Marxist ideal of group .equality.

I have at times belonged to four Greek-
letter societies, three of which I now
maintain active membership in. They
have ranged from the secondary-school
“snob club” to strictly recognition-and-
honor societies basing membership .on
accomplishment and election. The one
which, however, I have participated ac-
tively in all of my college years has in its
constitution just the sort of thing Mr.
Denitch condemns: a restrictive mémber-
ship clause.

But lo! This fraternity, which was
founded because of an existing situation
which at the time barred students of a
particular creed from most fraternities,
now has no legitimate reason for exist-
ence in that the original causative factor
has been removed. Its members, however,
have retained its membership clause be-
cause of their desire to maintain the
common standard and requisite which
makes for mutually enjoyable. associa-
tions. ‘

Now if this college fraternity, like the
other some twenty in the National Inter-
fraternity Conference who retain out-
ward - membership requirements based
upon race, creed or other associations,
would comply with the “democratization”
process, does Mr. Denitch sincerely be-
lieve that their members would not fol-
low their unwritten laws of tradition,
background and, if you please, snobbery?
Has not this proved to be the case on
campuses where restrictive clauses were
thrown out? .

These two -dozen or so groups in the
Interfraternity Cornference who set
standards for membership (12 Jewish, 2
Catholic, 2 Masonic, 1 Italian and 8 who
set .enthenic or “Protestant Gentile” re-

* through . - the

quisites) may in time be forced by illogi-
cal liberalism on the campus to throw out
their freedom of choosing their associa-
tions. However, I feel that if they do

there is no doubt that they will in actu- -

ality practice what they were forced to
withdraw nominally and centinue it even
more militantly as is the natural reaec-
tion of intergroup meddling. -

With an afterthought I might say that
Antioch- College, like most of the other
schools anfl colleges that have abolished
fraternities, maintains .a system of dor-
mitory “clubs” or “sections” ¥hich in. es:
sense practice the same sort of thing
which the social fraternity ‘does. And I

would find it hard to.envision the New- _

man Clubs, Hillel, the various Protestant
student -fellowships and similar organi-
zations being forced to remove restrictive
“religious” clauses! : :

I am writing only because I think that
possibly I am closer to the pulse of thé
problem which your writer apparently
feels can be dismissed through a simple
application of “constitutional revision.”
Fraternities and their houses are big-

- business, holding millions of dollars of

property throughout the country, and its
members and alumni constitute one of

" the most closely knit and fervent mem-

berships of any organized body.

They must be viewed thusly, and not
roseé-colored glasses of
Marxian idealism in social groupings.

Russell GIBBONS
° .

Comment B

With regard to the question of remov-
ing restrictive clauses from the constitu-
tions of local fraternities, and whether
this would prevent their members from
following the unwritten “laws of tradi-
tion, background and, if you please, stiob-
“bery”—I believe Correspondent Gibbons
misses our point, Outlawing, i.e., denying
campus recognition to, racist fraternities
does not “reform” the frat men involved
(just as initially the passage of FEPC
does not “reform” the racist employer).
It simply removes the social and legal

{Confinued on page 7)
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