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Election Anaiyses
Next Week

- As this issue goes to press on Wednesday, the day

. after the election, the news is the election of Eisan-

hower and probable, though not certain, control of

‘Congress by the Republican administration. Next

. week’s LABOR ACTION will be largely devoted to as-

- sessing and discussing the political meaning and conse-
quences of this important change.
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[fonomics Will Decide

New Administration’s Fate

By L. G. SMITH

NEW YORK, November 3—This week’s LABOR ACTION goes to press in what might--be /
called the lull after the storm. We have analyzed the presidential campaign through its

tortuous development from the “high level”
realistic but less soothing mutual accusations of warmongering,
ing on which the candidates of the major parties

Now, as this, is written, the American peop

generalities with which it started to the more .

lying, and mud-sling-

concluded it.
le are about to go to the polls to make

a choice within the limits offered them by our famous two-party system. By the time this

is read, their choice will be known to all. Except for the small number of men and
women who have the political understanding and courage to cast a socialist vote of pro- -
test against the varying degrees of political “‘evil”’—lesser evil or greater evil—offered by -

both major parties, the vast majority of the people will have voted for Eisenhower or
for Stevenson in the belief that by deing so they are voting for peace, for prosperity, for

honesty in government, for

. lower. taxes, . « s in ghort,

for abetter life.”
The most effective argu-
ment - the Democtats have

been able fo muster during

the campaign has been that
the current prosperity in the
counfry is a resuit of Demo-
cratic rule, and that the re-
turn of the Republicans to
power will threaten the
country with another de-
pression. The Republicans
have countered by pointing
out that this prosperity is
the unstable product of the
war economy. But they have
given no indication of how
they would maintain pros-
perity without the war econ-

om:y. except to peddie the:

worn-out “notion that-"busi-
ness confidence” can do the
iob.— 2
Danger in '53

The Democrats have feign-

ed dismay at the thought.

that the Republicans have so
little confidence in America
as to claim that only the war
economy keeps it prosper-

ous. They claim that they-
“new . tech- .
niques” to maintain: prosper--
ity and to prevent the cycli- -

have . learned

cal crises which capitalism

has displayed since its.birth, .

and the general crisis from

Government Announces the Big Deal:

U.S. Dollars to Prop Shaky Fascist Regime

The Franco regime in Spain
has announced that the Big Deal
has been made with the United
States. Armament dollars from
Washington will give a shot of
adrenalin to the shaky economie
structure of Spanish fascism.

. Washington has still made no
statement on the news. It would
represent the Democratic adminis-
tration’s last coniribution fo prep-

ping up world reaction in its search -

for allies against totalitarian Rus-
sic—preparatory to the taking
over of the State Depariment by
the Republcians, from whom more
of the same can be expected, and
perhaps worse. i
The blow which is thus struck
2gainst the Spanish people by
U. 8. foreigh policy is evident
even from the dispatch by the
N. Y. Times' correipondent Cian-
farra, who-is not unfriendly to
the Falangist government:
 “This. major . development in
United States-Spanish relations,
which i expected to comsolidate
the dictatorship of Generalissimo

Francisco Franco internally after
many years of virtual diplomatic
and political isolation was under-
stood to have resulted from com-
promises on both sides,” he cables.
(Franco had plenty of roem to
compromise since his demands
during the negotiations were
characterized by U. S. officials as
a flagrant holdup.) ;
The aim, as far as the U. S. is
concerned, is to gain bases on
Spanish land. According to the
report, it gets three, and “the
terms of the purported military
agreement are being kept secret.”
The meaning of the accord—
which will give the biggest lift
since the end of the war to Hit-
ler’s former ally in Madrid—is
underlined by some of the reasons
given by Cianfarra for Franco’s
willingness to “compromise,” that
is, scale down his stick-up to meet
Washington’s offer. He explains
that “Spain was fighting a losing
battle to stem the inflationary
irend that started in the summer
of 1950.” The purchasing power

of the peseta has been dwindling.
“The working classes are pressing
for pay increases and the govern-
ment is in urgent need to step up
production to keep prices down.”
This, as might be expected from
Cianfarra, puts it as mildly as is
humanly possible. With Spanish
economy a shambles, and wide-
spread misery, discontent and
hatred among the people, Franco
can now boast of mew underpin-
ning through the American dollar.
Both the AFL and CIO, as well
as the International Confedera-
tion of Free Trade Unions and
the widest sections of liberal and
iabor opinion at home and abroad,
have denounced the government’s
Franco policy for what it is—a
betrayal of the democratic forces
in the only still existing regime
which was a cog in the Nazi's
axis. ;
During the past month the issue
was raised of Franco Spain’s ad-

mission into UNESCO. The CIO .

has made it known that trade-
union initiative in the American

UNESCO committee was success-
ful in securing a decision in favor
of rejecting Franco's candidacy,
but that this stand was later nul-
lified by the State Department
from the top.

Similar protests came from la-
bor in most of the countries of
Western Europe. The general sec-

retary of the British Trade Union.

Congress informed the Foreign
Office that the movement opposed

Spain’s admission, and also warn--

ed of “vigorous opposition” if the
1ecent official visit of British
naval units to Spanish ports her-
alded a change in policy. But all
indications are that the Tory gow-
ernment will follow the U. S. lead
in clasping hands across the mili-
tary bases with the bloody dicta-
tor who plunged Spain into civil
war., The powerful trade-union
movements of Germany and Bel-
gium also served notice upon their
governments,

If the Spanish government’s
announcement. on the agreement

{Continved on page 2}

which we were lifted only -

by the war boom-of 1941.
What are-the-actual pros-
peets for the American econ-
omy, regardless of the out-
come’ of the election? Per-
haps we can arrive at a good

“ghort-run picture by quoting - .
from the November 3 col-

umn of Sylvia Porter, eco-

nomic analyst of the Fair-.
Dealish, - Stevenson-support-

ing New York Post:
| L
"We're swinging merrily

through one- of the finest

eras of prosperity in all his-

tory. And with the best pe-

riod of the year coming up, .
this prosperity is certain to -

continue into 1953.

“"We're in this prosperiiy .

because the government is
spending so many billions on

plant expansion and builders -

are putting so many billions
info mew construction. And
as a result of these immense
stimulants, production is at
a peak, employment is at an
all-time high, incomes are at
a record.

"None of this spending has

anything to do with politics. -

All of these stimulanits will
be operating at top speed
through the first months of
1953 at least. 'No matter
who.'

“Inflation is fast fading in-
to history. Prices have lev-
eled off and will continue
leveling off.

"The cost of living is sta-
bilizing and the cost of food
—the key item in our bud-
gets—is drifting lower.

“Inflation has cursed us
through most of the last 10
years. But barring another
. Yurn to last page) d
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NEW YORK, Oct. 30—The Inde-
pendent Citizens for the Election
of George S. Counts, for U. S.
senator from New York, rallied
some 800 supporters on his be-
half at a luncheon on October 29
at the Hotel New Yorker. Dr.
Counts, who is a vice-chairman of
the Liberal Party and a teacher
at Columbia University, is run-
ning as the Liberal Party candi-
date against the incumbent Re-
publican, Ives, and the. Demo-
cratic machine hack, John Cash-
more. The ISL has endorsed him
as the independent Liberal Party
candidate.

' Although this is one of the few
occasions when the Liberal Party
has selected one of its party lead-
ers as a candidate for a very im-
portant post, the Counts campaign
has been a very disappointing one
and completely subordinated fo the
tiberal Party's emphasis on the na-
tional candidates it is supporting,
‘Stevenson and Sparkman, The cam-
paign, if one can even call it that,
has been quiet and innocuous. Most
of-.the party’'s time, energy. and
money has gone to the Stevenson-
Sparkman campaign, with conse-
quent neglect of the important
Counts’ candidacy.

* The contrast between what the
party was deing and what it ought
to have been doing was’ brought
-home sharply at the luncheon of
the Independent Citizens by the
presence of Rudolph Halley, pres-

“-ident of the New York City Coun-
cil, elected to that post last year
running on the Liberal Party

. ticket against the Democratic and -

Republican candidates. Halley, an
“independent Demoerat,” won
with some 660,000 votes as the re-
sult. of a rousing and energetic
campaign of the Liberal Party.
. Alongside this campaign, which
resillted in the first electoral vic-

tory of the Liberal Party for an -

important post, the campaign for
Counts is altogether inadequate.

UNDERPLAYING

“Halley, speaking at the lunch-
eon in support of Counts—with
an eye no doubt to courting Lib-
eral Party support for the next
mayoralty election—expressed the
hope that the Liberals would also
sweep Counts to office as had hap-
pened with him. Halley's election
had fanned the rank-and-file sen-
tihent within the Liberal Party
for running independent candi-
dates, and the Counts’ candidacy
afforded an excellent opportunity
to 'make political hay on top of
Halley’s election.

But the Liberal Party leader-
ship did not embark on the
Counts’ campaign in this spirit.
They were “forced” to run Counts
because they failed to swing their
weight sufficiently to persuade the
Democratic Patry to run an ae-
ceptable - liberal, in this case,
Awverell Harriman. Cashmore’s
nomination was a slap in their
faee—it was a brutal dismissal
from the party bosses to peddle

Franco——

(Continued from page 1)

had been delayed by a couple of
weeks, the move might have been
aseribed to the effect of Eisen-
hower’s victory in the presidential
election (which is in the headlines
as we go to press) but as it is no
illusions on this score can be en-
tertained even by the gullible, Al-
though the. deal is a continuation

of the switchover initiated by ‘the-

Truman-Acheson foreign:policy-
makers, there is no doubt that the
GOP in power will continue and
extend it along the same lines,

Ve \
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t a Liberal Party Rally

their influence elsewher: And so
reluctantly they nominated Dr.
Counts, and have run a token
campaign, more or less.

Halley gave high praise to the
Liberal Party as the only party of
principle and conscience in New
York and applauded its decision to
run its own candidate against an
incompetent hack like Cashmore.
But when he asserted that while
New York needed such a party, the
notion.already had such a _party
of principle in the Democratic Par-
ty, his audience sat in stony
silence.

HALLEY MISFIRES

Quite conspicuously, his acco-
iades to the Democratic Party as
the only party with the courage to
change with the times, to root out
the reactionaries within its own
ranks, and to clean up their own
house, fell on deaf ears, At sev-
eral points, when he paused, ex-
pecting applause, the audience—
consisting mainly of Liberal Par-
ty members and supporters—sat
on their hands, in sharp contrast
to their enthusiastic applause
when he plumped for Counts and
the Liberal Party. Apparently,
there is growing sentiment that
the Democratic Party does not
“fill the bill on a national scale
as the Liberal Party does on a
local scale.”

Liberal Party Chairman A. A.
Berle, in his remarks at the
luncheon, predicted another bang-

up victory, with 600,000 votes for
Counts. He . insisted that a vote
for Counts would not be wasted,
but would be a message to both
parties that “we want good, lib-
eral candidates” and that “we rep-
1esent a.signifieant force and our
opinion must be respected.”

REALIGNMENT DUE"

In an interesting analysis of the
heterogeneous forces within. the
two old parties, Berle predicted
that this election would .be the last
election with the two. parties as
presently. constituted and that the
vast coalitions which they repre-
sented would be broken up. Realign-
ments were long overdue, he said,
and would give the voters the op-
portunity to know what they were
really voting for. The Liberal Par-
ty. he stated, could play a large
role in this process.

Dr. Counts, anxious no doubt to
produce his credentials as a fight-
er against the Russian menace,
pointed . out that he had been a
careful scholar of Russian devel-
opments for over 30 years. Devot-
ing his speech to this subject, he
oave extensive proof that he was
familiar with the writings and
speeches of Stalin—which he
quoted at somewhat tedious length
—but, alas, there was no evidence
that he had any grasp of the real
nature of Stalinism and the rea-
sons for the ability of this reac-
tionary despotism to appeal to the
oppressed peoples of the world.

| Notes on a National Tour ’

By GORDON HASKELL

I have just concludéd a six-week tour of the branches of the Inde-
pendent Socialist League throughout the country. Since my return
to New York, I have been asked two questions by -our vomrades_ here:
How does the election campaign look throughout the:country, and how

is the ISL getting along?

To the first question I reply that 1f I were to judge solely by my
first-hand contact with the electorate, there will be a socialist land-

slide . . .

that is, I certainly talked to far mord socialists than Repub-

licans and Democrats! But joking aside, a person traveling around
the country can judge chieﬁy by what he reads in the papers, which
are largely Republican, and is really in no better position to expertize

than the man at heme.

The second question could not be answered so easily. Like all socialist
organizations in the United States todaw the ISL is under terrific politi-
cal pressure. Rather than decreasing during the political campaign, this
pressure has increased. The labor leadership has gone all-out for the
Democrats in 1952, perhaps more so than in any other campaign. Any
deviation from their propaganda to the effect that Stevenson was the
savior of labor, the country and the world, and that an Eisenhower
vietory would mean depression and the crushing of the labor movement,
was regarded as outright heresy or worse. It would be misleading to
deny the fact that this made it difficult if not impossible for socialists
to. present their views in the shops or in union meetings.

To this difficulty was added the more long-range and more pervasive
effect of the general witchhunt atmosphere which prevails in the coun-
try. This affects the size of attendance at the public meetings organ-
ized by the ISL branches and those sponsored by the Socialist Youth
League and other anti-war student groups on the campuses. Although
attendance at the former . was about what had been expected by the
local comrades (with the exception of Chicago, where it was much bet-
ter), their expectations have been conditioned by the atmosphere in
which they are compelled to operate. On the campuses the size of the
meetings reflected the general lowering of the political level of-college
students, a condition which was described in a survey conducted by
the New York Times early this year.

HOW TO RESIST THE PRESSURES

Despite these conditions, the ISL branches have been holding their
own, by and large. A number of them have found fruitful arenas in
which they can participate in the struggle for civil liberties and civil
rights, and in which they can present the ideas of independent social-
ism to people who have not had access to them before. I have been
strongly impressed by the fact that it is precisely those branches which
have been able to inveolve themselves most successfully in this kind
of work in their communities in which the internal ideological life is
also the liveliest and in which the comgrades have been able to resist
the pressures of the witchhunt most vigorously.

It is @ commonplace to point out that the health and sfrengﬂn of
the socialist movement is directly related to the political consciousness
and militancy of the labor movement as a whole. This is specially true
of the 1S5L which, as a Marxist propaganda group—and unlike a socialist
sect such as the Socialist Labor Party or even the Socialist Party—is
overwhelmingly labor-oriented. | found that everywhere the comrades
are’ primarily interested in the guestion: What is the long-range signifi-
cance of labor's full commitment to the Democratic Party in this cam-
paign? Does this mean that any real prospect of an independent political
development for labor is put off indefinitely, .or are we witnessing a
development which may have far-reaching implications. for a growing
political ‘maturity of the American working. class? If so, how will so-
cialists be able to play a positive role in the development of this

maturity?

While the comrades are watching political developments in the

labor movement, they are not neglecting the political opportunities.
- which lie hmmediately at -hand, relatively meager as.these may be. This

is the most.important fact which bids well for the future of-the Inde-

_y * pendent' Socialist League.”

Cl0.and the Democratic Machine

Ve Y N\
THE C1O AND THE DEMOCRATIC
PARTY, by Fay Calkins.—University
of Chicago Press, 162 pages, $4.00.

\ va

By WALTER JASON

In the - discussion inevit-
able after the current na-

tional eleetion on the future .

of American labor politics, a
very good:prerequisite would

be an-understanding of what

labor, or segments of it, ac-
tually - has.done in. politics.
Fay: Calking’ 162-page book,
a kind. of  college thesis,
makes a modest contribution
to that understanding.

Miss Calkins, who is list-
ed as a research assistant
for .the National CIO-PAC,
tries to bring out all'the per-
tinent facts of five “case
studies” of political-action
participation by labor, that
is, by unions. Two remain of
major national importance:
the ill-fated campaign to de-
feat Senator Taft in Ohio in
1950, and the UAW’s virtual
“capture” of the Democratic
Party in. Michigan since
electing Governor G. Men-
nen Williams in 1948.

ABNER CASE

A third study is that of
the Willoughby Abner cam-
paign in Chicago in 1950.
The other two are about re-
cent Steubenville, Ohio and
Rockford, Illinois elections.

In reviewing the Abner
campaign, for example, Miss
Calkins brings out enough
facts of Realpolitik to indi-
cate that any sober analysis
of the whole adventure
would have doomed it to
failure in advance — the
power of the regular Demo-
cratic machine; the role of
a good section of the union
bureaucracy; the traditions
and practices of politics in
Chicago, just te mention
three important factors. It
makes good refresher read-
ing to review that campaign.

In the Ohio campaign,
perhaps the most salient
point to be remembered—
and everything LABOR AcC-
TION said of that campaign
remains true—is that the
union leadership exercised
so little real influence over
its ranks that it was afraid
to buek the regular Demo-
cratic Party machine in the
primaries, when there was a
dispute over Joe Ferguson
or Murray Lincoln as poten-
tial opponents to Taft. Lin-
coln told the CIO leaders
that he didn’t think they
could muster 160,000 union
votes in the primary for
him, in a state where union
membership registers well
over a million and a quarter.

IN MICHIGAN

The CIO leaders agreed
with that estimate and let
the nonentity Ferguson take
the nomination and the sub-
sequent beating from Taft,
in spite of a vigorous and

unprecedented drive by all

segments of organized labor
to defeat Taft:

studies.

In Michigan, a skeleton
Democratie Party obtained
flesh, blood, money and life
from a major decision of the

Reuther leadership to work:

within it. By 1950, the state
convention had 1,243 dele-
gates, out of whom 486 were
CIO members, and a coali-
tion with “liberal forces”

gave the joint team absolute.

control of the party machin-
ery. And many CIO dele~
gates didn’t show up!

In 1952, the CIO advanced

Jurther to the point where

its own card-carriers com-
prised a majority of dele-
gates, but Governor Wil-
liams handpicked his own
slate and handed it down to
a clearing committee of la-

bor for approval, which was=

considered a mere formality.

QUAGMIRE

Not very long ago, a top
CIO leader complained that
Governor Williams ignored
the PAC in important deci-
sions, but in faet the asser-
tion' of independence from
the CIO is a major point in
the Michigan campaign,
with most active labor lead-
ers agreeing with Williams
that he must not be “too pro-
labor”!

There is not one importaat
ClO official in Michigan to-
day who does not recognize
that in any dispute between
Williams and the CIO, Wil-
liams has built enough inde-
pendent strength and sup-
port among laboer's ranks so
that such a dispute would be
dangerous to the ,Cl10 lead-
ers. Quite a chunge from the
days when the CIO pickod
up the relatively obscure
young lawyer in 1948 «nd
ran him for governor. . . .

The kind of. quagmire
which the Democratic Party
represents for labor in its
work within it, be it in an
organized caucus, as a pres-
sure group, or as a semi-
independent force, is weli
illustrated by these five casze
The organizational
aspects of the tortuous road
to political influence and
control in the Democratic
Party are outlined in clear
detail.

Yet,
events takes place in the
next period ahead, the likely
road which the labor leaders
will take in the next period

is within that framework .

and under the general con-
cept of political realignment.
The five case studies demon-
strate that this path—al-
ready in use by labor’s most
active political section, the
CIO—is booby-trapped all
the way.
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By ALLAN VAUGHAN

LONDON, Oct. 29—Despite
brave attempts by the Tory
-press to fan the flames with-
in the Labor Party, a notice-
able change of mood has
been observed throughout
the length -and breadth of
the movement. Gallant ef-
forts are being made by the
ganer -elements on both the
‘Attlee-Morrison side and the
Bevan side to cut through
the personal issues to the po-
litical issues.

‘The fact that Arthur
Greenwood Is now chairman
of the National Executive
Committee of the Labor Par-
ty makes the chances of another
slugging mateh rather remote. He
hiniself has always been identified

“mwith the center of the party rath-
er than the right wing, and. his
new position will give him ample
scope for reconciling the very
strong personal ‘differences be-
tween the two groups (which do
most unfortunately obscure many
genuine political differences).

Again, Morgan Phillips, the sec-
retary of the party, has made it
quite clear that he is not prepared
to jcin Hugh Gaitskell's witchhunt
ag:inst the Bevanites. This week
he repudiated Gaitskell's wild
chcrges about "Communist” influ-
encc inside the Labor Party by
pointedly referring to the fact that
“$+o-e has never been a ¥ime in
our party's history when Commu-
nis: influence has been so weak.
Rey cris from all our regions con-
firi. this view, and the Communists
themselves know it to be true.”

And then there is James Grif-
fiths, the former colonial secre-
lary, who is universally accepted
by both the Aftlee and Bevan
MPs in the House of Commons.
He too is trying his hardest to
her! the breach on the basis of the
poiicy decisions at Morecambe.

Although the Bevan group will
be disbanding, this in no way re-
du~es the rate at which the party
as o whole is moving toward Bev-
anizm. Even Emanuel Shinwell,
on: of the first anti-Bevanites,
has come over a good way to the

-+ Bevanite position.

SEIFTING GROUND

In a letter to the Daily Herald,
ihe Labor Party newspaper, on
Monday, he wrote among other
things that “the National Execu-
tive, the Morecambe conference
and the members of the Parlia-
mentary Labor Party are al
agreed that in addition to exist-
ing nationalization we must pro-
ceed further in this direction. A
national water supply, the trans-
fer of the sugar and cement mon-
epolies to the state, an examina-
tion of the engineering [metal-
working] and other industries to
see how and when they can be
prought under public ownership
. . . all this nobody in the party
can object to.”

Later in the same letter he
writes that “there must be fur-
ther study on the preparation of
the necessary blueprints, for as I
said at the recent party confer-
-ence there are important aspects
of nationalization—for example,
how to inject workers’ cooperation
into administration—which eall
for examination,”

And on the subject of arms he
writes: “The Conference agreed
that the whole subject should be
reviewed, and clearly every mem-
ber of the party would wish to re-
duce the cost,”

Shinwell has certamly shifted

“*~ his ground! He is now the peace-

niaker along with many other Old
Guard'meémbers of the party.

The impression we have of the
situation inside the Labor Party
is’ that the party will unite on a
left program despite the-disband-
ment of Hie Bevan group. In ofther
words, the Labor Party is becom-
ing ‘Bevanite without Bevan. Or to
be more precise, the party leader-

e R R S P S b AT

Bevanism Mmus Bevan:

ship is bending foward Bevanism
without acknowledging. Bevan him-
self.

Meanwhile, while the peace
moves were being made, Aneurin
Bevan himself was addressing an
Eastern Regional Labor Party
rally at Cambridge. Among the

topics he dwelt on was the colo-

nial revolution. He said:

“At Morecambe we decided that
we would adopt a rather saner
attitude to foreign policy than
some people have been taking. We
decided that when people in Af-
rica were raising their heads

above the soil and looking at the

heavens now and again, it was
not necessarily a Kremlin plot.
What we are witnessing in China,
Indonesia and Africa is what hap-
pened in the days of the Chart-
ists.”

Whether or not Nye Bevan is
slyly digging at the Tory govern-
ment’s Kenya policy is difficult to
say. The tragedy is that the La-
bor Party’s front bench is up to
the neck in the soup as far as
Kenya is concerned. The Labor
government’s own policy in Ken-
ya was only slightly different
from that of the Tories (a brief
glance at John Dugdale’s artiele
on the Mau Mau is last week's
Tribune is convincing enough as
far as this is concerned.)

L ]

'BEVAN AND MINERS

There is yet another bone of
contention — the Miners' wage
ciaim. The Labor Party has—as yet
—nof expressed an opinion one
way or the other on what looks
like becoming a first-class indus-
irial dispute. The demand for 30
shillings a week more by the Na-
tional Union of Mineworkers on be-
half of 700,000 miners has been
turned down by the National Ref-
erence Tribunal. |t had been ex-
pected that the miners, like the
railwaymen and the engineers,
would be offered another 7s. 6d.
or 8s. a week. They are offered
nething.

This situation is delicate, to say
the very least. Sir William Law-
ther, the president of the NUM,
who only recently devoted some
little time to slanging Bevan on
the other side of the Atlantie, is
in quite a fix. He may be forced
despite himself to press the wage
claim and so open himself to the
charge of being a “Communist” or

“Bevanite.”

However, the irreconcilable
struggle between the two classes
proceeds apace — notwithstanding
Sir William Lawther's personal
feelings, We may yet witness the
spectacle of a fire-eating Lawther
aenouncing the Tory government
‘n no uncertain terms.

The question is: Will the Bevan-
ites take up the miners' case? Will
they shift the main line of attack
on the right-wing leadership from
its hesitancy on the nationalization
issue fo its possible fence-sifting
on the miners’ wage demands?

One thing we can be sure
about: Bevan is flexible enough
to realize when to shift the line of
attack. Quite correctly, he trans-
ferred his attack from the arms
issue to the nationalization issue
when he saw at Margate that the
miners, with their decisive bloc
,vote, were’ adament in defending
*the orthodox case on arms, while
militant and radical on the issue
of the extension of social owner-
ship to new sectors of the econ=
omy.

‘As far as the London: Tribune
(the: Bevanite organ) is concern-
ed, there is plenty of healthy.and
alért criticism of a-constructive
kind: from' Labor Party members.

There is-a general feeling that

“LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE'
114 W. 14 Sireet, N. V. C.

specializes in books and pam-

phlets or the Labor and So-

oialist movement,. Marxzism,

#te., and can supply books of
~all publishers.

‘ Send for our free book st

P

it is too much like a series of gos-
sip columns instead of a serious
policy-creator. And though its
tone is militant and to the left, it
suffers from a lack of cohesive-
ness of ideas so necessary at this
vital -intermediary stage of the
Labor Party.

Undoubtedly Tribune is fast be-
coming the great rank-and-file pa-
per of the Labor Party, but ex-
cept for the far from adequate
correspondence columns, it does
not and cannot digectly reflect the
maturer sections of the rank and
file. Perhaps it will be opened to
contributors from every side of
the Labor Party, the trade unions
and the socialist movement
abroad.

AFRICA ISSUE

Another serious fault of Tribune
is this: It does not toke a stand on
the colonial movements., True,
Tribune has expressed a moral soli-
darity with the colonial people,
but as for as unequivocal policy is
concerned, this is almost absent.

The fact that 'in 1932 there
were only three trade unions in
the colonies, in 1942 there were
228 (with 83,000 members), and
in 1951 there were 1,170 (with
680,000 members), points toward
a positive solution for the colonial
peoples. In 1951 no less than 5,527
cooperative societies were fune-
tioning in the British colonies;
this adds to the argument for a
speedy solution to the .colonial
problem.

The existence of Nkrumah’s
People’s Convention Party in the
Gold Coast, of the Pan-Malayan
Labor Party, the Jamaican Labor
Party, of Dir. Azikiwe's Action
Group in Nigeria, all indicate the
absolute importance of the with-
arawal of troops from these areas.
The very fact that the trade un-
ions, cooperative movements and

A new book by Harold

its immense wealth, its tec

“The order of things has

challenging, disturbing, . .

abroad in the world to the
cannot accommodate thems

the old.

fidenee in science, their desi

municate their fears to others

character, it cannof remain

its bourgeois character. . ..

Laski on the U.S. Dilemma

working at the time of his death in 1950, has just been
published in England, under the title of The Dilemma
of Our Times. The following comment on America,
quoted from it by the London-Tribune, is topieal.

"What is disturbing in this picture is that despite

massive productive power, the rulers of America are -
ofraid. They are afraid in the same sense as Pagan
Rome feared Christian Rome, as the landowners of the
16th century feared the rising middle class. ;

‘They feel as though they cannot see clearly ahead, and
“they are afraid of the obscurity. They. repeat with.pas-
sion the old' formulae, and instead of hearing over most
of the world the echo of their weords, they catch frag- |
ments of new formulae which they find uncomfortable,

“They have an unhappy sense that a new idea is !

discuss the idea lest by argument in the marketplaces +|
of the world they find that it is more persuasive than !

internal and external, by the light of 1eason. Yet with
all their protests, they are still afraid, and they com-

"They have an inner sense that bourgeois democ- '
racy has reached a grave furning point in its develop-
ment. They suspect that, if it is to keep its bourgeois

pect also that if it remains democratic, it cannot keep

Laski, on which he was

R

hnelogical superiority, its *

got out of focus for them.

implication of which they
elves. They are.afraid to :

“They point to their faith in education, their con- -

re to solve their problems,

rs.

democratic; yet they sus-

the nationalist and labor trends
are flouricshing despite colonial
rule makes trebly certain that
the liquidation of the last outposts
of British imperialism would be
accompanied by the surging for-
ward of a great social revolution
that would not be sidetracked by
totalitarianism of any deseription,

Tribune and the Labor Party
as a whole will have to take ac-
tion on this burning issue. For,
as Bevan put it last weekend:
“We decided that when people in
Africa were raising their heads
above the soil and leooking at the
heavens now and again, it was not
necessarily a Kremlin plot.”

Polish One-Party Election Farce
Prelude to Changes at the Top

By A. RUDZIENSKI

Qct. 25—The elect-i‘;ms to the
new Polish parliament (the Sejm)
will take place tomorrow, October
26. In accordance with the new
Stalinist constitution adopted by
the regime, about which we have
already written, the new election
law is entirely “Russian” in char-
acter and represents an absolute
Lbreak with the Polish democratic
tradition, though we ean add that
Polish democracy was very weak
and shaky at its best. -

The first constitution of the in-
dependent Polish republic was a
very radical and democratic one,
protecting the rights of political
and national minorities to their
own vrepresentation. It was a
bourgeois-democratic constitution
which was voted in under the
pressure of the powerful working-
class movement of 1921, Now the
working class of Poland has been
defeated by the Stalinist autoc-
racy, which has no need to pre-
serve the “bourgeois prejudices”
of democracy.

“ESCAPISM"

In the new electoral law there
is-only - the  single slate of candi-
dates, ‘after the Russian: pattern.
The’ old" opposition - parties have

: simply-disappeared. Only the offi-

cial party, the “Unitéd “Workers

“Party,” together with organiza-

tions which' it controls, has the
right to present candidates for
the parliament. In this simple,
hureaucratic-autoeratic way, ev-
ery opposition was eliminated.
This is the true face of Stalinist
“democracy,”

"As we wrote about the last
plenary session of the ‘Stalinist
party, it is-known’ that the popu-

‘the: Btshmst party and its party-
larity of the ruling “Workers”- - « i
Party is very low among: the -

workers and peasants and very
high among the state officials of
the reactionary bureaucracy. It
calls itself a “true workers’ par-
tv”? but without the living support
of the workers, especially those
ot heavy industry.

The opposition against the Stal-
inist regime is very sfrong among
the workers and peasants, and
finds its expression in the decline
of preduction and in absenfeeism
and "escapism’™ (that is, flight
from the job), especiully among
the new workers from the villages.
Froduction in the textile industry
is lower than in pre-war fimes, be-
cause of the very bad food and
wages situation. Flight from the
job in the mining and building in-
dustries is very high and affects
from 30 %o 50 per cent of the work-
ers. The young peasants who are
mobilized by the government for
factory work offen "escape,” be-
cause of hunger and low wages.

Therefore the workers try to
have nothing todo with the Stal-
inist “Wotrkers Party” and fight
it with every means available.
Therefore also, the ruling bureau-
cracy calls for "“self-criticism”
methods as against the methods
of bureaucratic ‘“‘command,” in
order to try to bring the pan‘.y
closer to the masses, ete.—Stalin-
jstslégans ‘which-are very well
known.

TWO-ZEROS

The Polish-people know these
methods but they have no legal
way to express themselves; politi-
cal opposition is excluded from
the election, and though every
citizen must vote, what this meéans
of courseis that they must vote for
the Stalinist one-party list. Only

~

A i s

The political discontent that ex-,

jsts can scarcely express itself in
the conflicts and disputes among
the elements of the ruling bureau-
¢racy. The Kremlin's totalitarian
offensive against the Polish work-

¢rs and peasants is searching for |

new ~capegnats Once the stage of
the zo-called *‘people’s democracy”
is ?]r‘l*:he(] with, the political role

of Premier Cyr{mkicwicz will be-

cver. He will probably be replaced
after the elections by A. Zawad-
ski or Ochab.

The former is an ex-official of
very limited mentality, simply stu-
pid in fact, who has the great

"merit'"" of enjoying the confidence

cf the Russian because he belongs
to the "Russian school,” was a Rus-

sion general and then a poliiicuif
commissar in the "Polish army" of

General Berling. Zawadzki—whom
I know: personally from prison days
in Poland—is absolutely nothing, a
cemplete ‘nonentity, and therefore
very ~-convenient for the Russian
masters. He used fo be a .vice-
premier and a governor of Upper
Sifesia.

The second “leader,” Ochab, is
a highofficial- of -the seeret:police
(the:Bezpicka) and therefore has
the --absolute confidence of the
Russian MVD. These are the po-
litieal figures who' are destined to

“come <to 'the top in the Free,

Democratic and Strong Poland of
the Kremlin tyrants.

The farce of the Polish elec-
tions corresponds with the: needs
of the bureaucracy for a show of
popular confirmation of its right
to: govern, as also is tirue for the
Stalinist party congress in Rus-
sia.- The-difference lies in the fact
that-none of the problems of Po-

.land can beéisolved in Warsaw; for

they-will: all be decided in Moscow.

b R T S it e
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The Independent Socialist League stands for
secialist democracy and against the two sys-
tems of exploitation which now divide the

world: capitalism ond Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liberalized,
by any Fair Deal or other deal. so as to give
the people freedom, abundarce, security or
: peace. It must be abolished and replaced by a
A msew social system, in which the people own
and control the basic sectors of the economy,
democratically controlling their awnﬁunonls
and political destinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it holds
power, is a brutal totaliterionism—a new form
of exploitation. Its agents in every country,
the Communist Parties, are unrelenting ene-
mies of socialism and have nothing in commen
with socialism—which cannot exist without ef-
fective democratic conirol by the people.

These two camps of cepitalism and Stalinism
ere today at each other's throats in @ world-
wide imperialist rivolry for domination. This
struggle can only lead te the most frightful
war in history so long as the peopie leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power. Inde-
pendent Sociclism stends for building ond
strengthening the Third Camp of the peeple
against both wor blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement, locks to the
working class and its ever-present struggle as
‘the basic progressive force in society. The ISL
‘is organized to spread the ideas of socialism
in the labor movement and among all other
‘sections of the people.

At the same t#ime, Independent Socialists
participate actively in every struggle to bet-
ter-the people's lot now—such as the fight for
higher living stendords, ogainst Jim Crow and
anti-Semitism, in defense of civil liberties ond
the trade-union movement. We seek to join te-
gether with all other militents in the laber
movement as a left force working for the for-
mation of an independent lobor pqrty and
other progressive policles.

The fight for democracy and the fight fer
socialism are inseporable. There can be me
: lasting and genuine democracy without soclal-
: Ism. and there cen be no sdcialism without de-
mocracy. To enrcll under this banner, joln the
independent Sociclist League!

INTERESTED? -
| Get Acquainted
| Independent Socialist League

114 West 14 Street
New York 11, New York

0O I want more information about the
ideas of Independent Socialism and
the ISL.

3 I want to join the ISL.
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ILLUSIONS BY AN

By JACK STUART

Last Saturday in New Delhi Dr.
S. S. Bhatnagar, a high official of
the Indian government, offered the
world some words of advice on
how the United States and Rus-
sia could better their relations.

Dr. Bhatnagar has just return-
ed from a visit to both countries,
where as secretary of India's Ed-
ucation Ministry and Ministry of
National Planning and Resources,
he had discussed Indian develop-
nient projects, and he feels better
1elations can-be achieved by in-
terchanges of scientific and tech-
nical personnel between the
United States and Russia. He fur-
ther feels that while such a pro-
eram would be likely to “be a
lonz-term proposition” it would
further understanding between
the two countries at a very small
risk on the part of the U. S.

Dr. Bhatnagar feels that the
risk to capitalist America would
be small because he says “I am
certain that the Russian people
don't want war. Another war
would be too disastrous to their
development plans. . .."”

How this Indian scientist can
seriously and realistically propose
the interchange of scientifie and
technical personnel at this time
is difficult to understand unless
he fails to comprehend the nature
of the conflict between Stalinism
and capitalism.

Even supposing the American
ruling class were willing to sup-
ply the scientific and technieal as-
sistance to enable their imperial-
ist rival to equal or better them
industrially, for the Stalinist rul-
ing class of Russia to permit the

INDIAN S‘CIENTIST

free entry of such trained per-
sonnel is difficult to believe. For
the Stalinists, in order to main-
tain absolute control over their
populations, must resort to isolat-
mg them more and more from the
non-Stalinist states — free ex-
change of highly trained person-
nel would break this isolation and
open to the view of the world the
horrible picture of Stalin’s Rus-
sia.
BLIND SPOT

Finally even if the ruling class-
es of both countries would permit
<uch an interchange, what Amer-
ican scientist would go to Russia
and how would Russia get its peo-
ple back? A recent article in
LABOR AcCTION pointed out how
the Stalinists have forced upon
several sciences absolute dietation
of their ideas and goals.-No scien-
tist in his right mind would will-
ingly enter such a system.

Inone way Dr. Bhatnagar was
not entirely blind, for from his
visit to Russia he noted that
“there seemed to have grown up
a favored class of Communists
who are better dressed than the
average Russian on the street.”

In general, however, Dr. Bhatna-
gar, like many of India’s intellectu-
al and political leaders, refuses to
understand the nature of the con-
fiict between the U. S. and Russia.
They fail to realize that Indio. can-
not oppease both Russia and the
U. S. but that her place of world
leadership can be assumed only by
leading the peoples and other na-
tions of the world inte a third
camp which is programmatically
opposed to both Russian Stalinism
and U. S. capitalism, .

German UAP Dissolves

A letter signed by the secre-
tariat of the Independent Labor
Party of Germany (UAPD),
dated October 10, announces the
formal dlssolutlon of that organi-
zation.

The reasons given by the secre-
tariat to the active members of
the party for this step boil down
to two: (1) the party was torn,

{rom its inception, by rhajor pe-

litical disagreements; (2) it fail-
ed to grow sufficiently to become
a real foree in German politics.
‘The political differences, ac-
cording to the secretariat, ranged
from disagreements with the
Trotskyist comrades over the na-
ture of the Soviet Union and the
attitude to be taken toward it, to
differences over the Korean war,
the remilitarization of Germany,
unification of the nation, and the
question of “who is the main
enemy.” Coupled with this was

‘the failure of the party to grow

and its subsequent organizational
and financial disintegration.

The cxperience of the UAPD
might well serve as a warning to

the socialist militants in Germany
and other countries of Europe
who seek to achieve a socialist re-
groupment outside of the main

stream of the social-democratic

labor parties in their countries.
I{ underlines the view that LaBor
AcCTION has often expressed that
today the socialist political move-
ment can best develop inside these
parties. Further, it is another
demonstration of the faet, -well-
grounded in decades of experi-
ence, that a socialist propaganda
group, as distinguished from a
mass party, must have a consider-
able degree of political clarity if
it is to survive,

.
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Socialism as ‘Bevanism” Mounts

e

COPENHAGEN-—OnN October 21, the Danish newspapers

picked up a report from Verdens Gang, an independent -

daily in Oslo, that Norwegian “Bevanites” will next mgnth
launch their own paper, Orientering. i
The editor of the new weekly will be Sforﬂngsngunn

{Member of Parliament) Ja-
kob Friis, leader within the
governing Labor Party of
the anti-Atlantic Pact minor-
ity.

Background for this de-
velopment, according to Verdens
Gang, is the feeling that the
arowing dissatisfaction inside the
party with the government’s for-
eign policy does not find adequate
and free expression in the party
press. Arbeiderbladet, the party’s
big daily in Oslo, and the smaller
labor dailies throughout Norway
firmly support the policies of So-
cialist Foreign Minister Halvard
Lange—once, ironically, a leading
pacifist in the International Fel-
lowship of Reconciliation—who
personally and not very scrupu-
lously torpedoed the strong efforts
in 1948-1949 to form a neutral
Scandinavian bloe. Lange was de-
termined that Norway should en-

ter the Atlantic Alliance, anll he
flew to Washnigton to beg for ad-
mission at the time when the
Pentagon was originally cold to
the idea of including Scandinavia.

ANTI-PACT

This writer can recall the state-
ment in 1951 of Dr. Karl Evang,
Norway's Surgeon-General and 2
very active “Bevanite” within the
Labor Party, when he addressed
the University of Oslo’s Summer
School for American Students; He
told us that he felt a daily neees-

perhaps Finlcnd; Already an anti-
Atiantic Pact group in Demmark
publishes . the semi-monthly [nfer-

‘national Perspectives — primarily

translations and reprints of arti-
cles from papers and magozines
abread carrying news ond view-
points which do net find their way
info the Danish press. ~

Coincidentally, on the same day
the Danish press carried an item
on Bevanism here in Denmark.
I'ru Bedil Koch, who served in the
Danish Social-Democratic cabinet
at the time that Denmark joined
the Atlantic Pact, announced that
she will wvote in Parliament
against the establishment of
American bases in Jutland. One
provincial socialist daily, the
Sillceborg  Social-Demokrat, had
already shocked the bureaucratic
party leaders by opposing the pro-
po=al for American bases.

Ekstra-Bladet, a mnon-political

¢ity to read the newspzpers from “‘aanemuon paper in Copenhagen,

“neutralist” Sweden plus the New
York Tines, because he could not
obtain an objective and compre-
hensive picture of the news from
Norwegian newspapers.

The press reports state that the
Norwegian Bevanites expect to co-
operate with similerly minded so-
cialists in Sweden, Denmark and

indulged in a bit of musing in its

‘news columns. At the end of its
‘factual reporting on October 21

of these new Bevanite crystalliza-
tions in Scandinavia, it added the
following two words and three

dc—ts: “Det gaerer " (literally,
“it ferments,” or, as we would
say, “things are brewing” . . .}.

CHURCHII.I. STREET IN ATHENS MIRRORS LIFE IN GREECE

{From the
London Tribune, Oct. 17}

Churchill Street is one.of the
biggest and busiest streets in cen-

tral Athens. It runs from the.

crowded and plebian Omnia
Square to the tree-lined and fash-
jonable Constitution Square, with
many commercial buildings occu-
pied by leading American corpo-
rations and airline companies.
Churchill Street is the main
artery of the Greek  capital’s
financial and political - system.

Here the various American mis- .

sions to Greece have their offices.
It seemed to me a symbol of
Greek life today.

 Although Greece has been re-
ceiving American economic aid
now for some years, | saw little
evidence on a recent visit that the
money is being used fo improve
the living stondards of the Greek
people., Rarely did | see housing
projects, schools or hospitals be-
ing built. On the other hand I no-
ticed the amount of speculative
building in offices and luxury hotels.

ECONOMIC PLIGHT.

Greek problems have roots in-

pre-war history and post-war
economies. Long before the war
the Greek balance of trade was
unsatisfactory. The country was
too dependent on food imports,
while it exported only semi-lux-
ury commodities such as tobacco,
sponges, olives and wine. Her big-
gest markets for these -products
were Germany and Britain, the
countries of central and eastern
Europe.

Some of these markets have
been lost to American -competi-
tion. Before the war, Germany
alone purchased 45 per cent of
Greece’s total exports of tobaceo.
Early this year Western Ger-
many abrogated a tobacco agree-
ment, being unable to absorb the
agreed 77 million pounds in three
years. The West German market
1s flooded with Virginia tobacco
while 30 million pounds of the
Greek variety lies rotting in the
warehouses of Piraeus and Salon-
ika. )

The country’s continued eco-
nomic plight, however, seems td
take second place in government
policy to military preparations. I
was  impressed by the-large num-
bers of young men  in ‘uniform,

the warships in the -harbors, the
jet aircraft which scream over-
head, amd the- military ~ehieles:

wh:ch roll by incessantly m the:

austy streets.

Whilst in Athcns, I stayed -in
the market district of the Agora.
My closest friend was an unem-
ployed merchant seaman wha had
served throughout the war in the
British merchant navy. He_ had
been reduced te hawking lemon-
ade in the streets to support “his
family.

WORKERS' LOT

military court-martial, a re-trial of
the case in ‘which Ambatielos and

ten “other officials” of the Greek. .

Federation of Maritime Unions
were condemned to death, and
others were given long senfences.
The re-trial was a result of o
world-wide protest.

SPANISH MODEL

Proceedings  weré rushed
through in a small court-room
packed to- suffocation point with
the relatives and the friends of
the defendants. There were only
brief recessions. The five presid-

Together we frequénted . the ¥iing judges—four of whom were

working-class districts of Poril!m
and Kokina. We visited facteries
and pits. | made drawings of \tori
ers and their families, aad’ the
thousand .and one crafismen who
live and work in the narrow wind-

. ing streets: | began to undersfand

whtlfunul!lolucw
worker.

I was appalled by the contrast
between the living conditions in
the working-elass districts ;and
the luxurious extravagance of the
fashionable hotels and night-
clubs of Constitution Square,

In Peristeri, which is a lignite-
mining centre, miners and their
families live in hovels which
match those described in May-
hew's records of the Victorian
poor. Four, five and seven persons
sleep, cook and live in one room.
There is one “lavatory” between
twenty families, one water-tap
between fifty.

In the Agora itself, hundreds of
men, women and children ‘heg,

-others sell everything from ikons

to comic strips. Hordes of small
boys, .bare-footed themselves,
cshine shoes to provide food for
their families.

| had been in Athens for almost
a fortnight when the Ambafielos
irial started. This was actually o

prominent supporters of Marshal
Papagos, the leader of the Fascist
Greek Rally—continually heckled
the. defendants and their wit-
nesses. The trial was nothing but
@ sham.

Day after day in the intense
heat, from eight in the morning
'until eleven at night, the large
audience of relatives, seamen and
dockers stood in silent sympathy.
The encouragement they gave by
simply being there was no small
factor in the tenacity of the fight
which the defendants made. Am-
batielos himself was in excellent
spirits. In spite of four years of
imprisonment, his sense of humor
and his grasp of the case was re-
markable.

This trial seemed to me to sym-
bolize another sinister aspect of
Greek life today. Looking back on
my four weeks in Greece, | invol-
untarily compare the country’s ap-
pearonce with that of Franco
Spain, which | visited three years
ago. | saw the same degree of
poverty amidst outrageous plenty,
the same brutal suppression of
civil liberties and democratic
opinion.

In fact the same kind of people
are in power—the military lezd-
ers who think that peace is a time
in which to prepare for war.
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The ‘Freeman’ Magazine Squints Through Alice’s Looking Glass

By DON HARRIS

Any students and teachers who have been under the
impression that an atmosphere of deadening conservatism
lies over the college campus may henceforth be reassured
that such is not the case. Rafher the truth is that The Left
is militantly and ruthlessly propagating its views to a stu-
dent body which listens eagerly and absorbs the current
prejudices in favor of collectivism, while political and cul-
tural conseryatives are practically driven mto a state of
helpless and defenseless silence,

Such is the weird picture of the American college today
as it is described in the second anniversary issue of the
Freeman, the magazine which has set for itself the task of
becoming the "organ of militant conservatism.”

The editors and writers for the Freeman represent a
curious combination of ex-radicals with died-in-the-wool
conservatives of the more extreme type generally associated
with the Taft wing of the Republican Party. Indeed, the
Freeman was the only magazine with serious intellectual
pretentions which has consistently championed the political
fortunes of Ohio’s senior senator.

A glance at any typical table of contents for the Freeman
will show the stripe of its contributors. Joseph Zack, ex-
Stalinist, ex-Trotskyist and currently a professional in-
former at government trials, appears on the same title page
as Friedrich Hayek, the author of a work designed to show
that governmental intervention in the economy inevitably
leads to the loss of political freedom. John Chamberlain
stands next to William Buckley Jr.

What unites such figures around a more or less common
political program is presumably agreement on the need to
defend the rights of the individual from ercroachments by
the state. Under the banner of defending the traditional
volues of laissex-faire liberalism, the Freeman attempts to
fend intellectual respectability to doctrines long outdated
from the point of view of both major classes, and under
cover of its "conservatism™” manages to defend every reac-
tionary and anti-laber measure as a defense of "freedom"
aqainst collectivism and Stalinism.

The disability urrder which it suffers, however, is such
as to preclude the possibility of its ever becoming an organ
of influence except among those who already agree with its

-prehistoric viewpoint, Its “liberalism-is-collectivism-is-Stal-

inism-is-tyranny” point-of-view forces it into the type of
absurd position briefly described in our first paragraph.

As Reaction Sées It

American ‘education, according to the article, is domi-
nated by a minority of articulate and intolerant liberals.
They persecute honest professors who disagree with them;
they have greater tenure and job security than conserva-
tives, and in general they dominate the proceedings of the
professional academic associations. And while doing all this
they build up in the public mind the myth that it is they
who are persecuted while the colleges are dominated by con-
servatives. :

“The public-address system of the Left” ranges from
the educational eolumns of the New York Times to the
“ukases of the Civil Liberties Union,” we are told, and it is
through such instruments that fremendous shrieks are
raised whenever an incompetent professor of radical views
is fired, making the position of a radical much more secure
than that of a conservative professor of equal professional
competency.

In their positions of prominence, the liberals have man-
aged to inculcate a whole generation of college students
with the prejudices of The Left. The current college gen-
eration believes “that eapitalism is ‘immoral’ and socialism
is ‘moral’; that America is always secretly ‘imperialistic,’
and Soviet Russia always (quite secretly) an emancipa-
03 N

This description may come as quite a surprise to "any-
one who knows this cellege generation” and has found it to
be, in its overwhelming majority, career-oriented, hostile
to any idea or movement which attacks the status quo from
eny fundamental point of view, and above all, thoroughly
anti-Stalinist and patriotic. If it is apathetic and cynical
about political ideas in general, this cannot be attributed
to any sympathies with radicalism. It is rather a vaque dis-
trust of the values it has been taught, but cannot reully
come fo accept with enthusiasm. But except for the minor-
ity of passive liberals, American students today are, to de-
scribe them accurately, passive conservatives.

And what about the militant and dominant professorq"
Since the only individual mentioned by name in this cate-
gory is Johns Hopkins” prefessor Lattimore, we must fall
back on our own experience, which includes a long series
of fruitless attempts to secure faculty sponsorship for
“radical” student: organizations, faculty representation on

programs and debates, or even faculty interest 1n radical
political writings.

Far from being the firm and staunch defenders of their
viewpoint, most of the liberals that we have known tend to
shy away from any public association which might tend to
identify them with “leftist” causes. Exceptions, of course,
there always are, and they retain an honorable place in this
period of the academic witchhunt.

This Side of Wonderland

But there are also the long lists of supposed liberals who
will never sponsor a student socialist cluk ‘“because they
can’t afford to take the chance.” There is the case of one
of America’s prominent sociologists who always excuses
himself from speaking before radical groups with the ex-
planation that since he is Jewish, he is afraid that his ap-
pearance before a radical group might promote anti-Semi-
tism. And not even counting the cases of Stalinists fired
in the last period, no one even knows the number of cases
of lower instruetors “released” because of their suspected
political sympathies.

But how many other cases are there similar to that of
the philosophy instructor at the University of Colorado who
was quietly dropped from the staff (and without a word
in the columns of the ACLU bulletin) for defending the head
of his department against charges of having once been a
Stalinist? There is political discrimination and persecution
in American colleges and universities, but it is not directed
by the forces of the militant left.

What are the views which are supposed to characterize
this Left, the views which it propounds with such vigor in
and out of the classroom? To the Freeman's author, him-
self a professor of English, its worst crime would seem to
be praise of the “slick, sterile wasp-poetry of Ezra Pound”
and the patronizing of the “fruitful, timeless American
poetry of Robert Frost.” The domination of the Left is also
demonstrated by the fact that Dr. William Carlos Williams
was invited this year to address the Indiana Association of
College Teachers of English. Dr. Willams; it ‘Seems, in
addition to having “a long record of fronts,” is also “a
known disintegrator of art and life.” Thus do liberals cor-

rupt even the simple country schoolteachers in places like
Indiana. .

$Academic $Freedom ot i

More serious, however, are the poht:cal crimes of the
Left, crimes both of omission and commission. Thus, we are
told, the prejudices of faculty members are revealed by
their unreasoning and biased opinion of Senator McCarthy.
They believe that he is an assassin of character who deals
in “smears” and “lies” and without even Lothering to ex-
amine the evidence. Yet they do not bother to refute the lies
and smears of a Joliet-Curie on germ-warfare!

The simple explanation for such a situation seems to
escape the author, who prefers to leave the impression that
college professors “secretly’” believe and endorse the ridicus
lous findings of Stalinist scientists. Again, in the professor’s
eyes it is a disservice to American values to praise (at
“how many? too many!” cellege chapels) the British sys-
tem of free medical and dental care while ignoring the eco-
nomic Puritanism which is, again presumably, the fruit of
British collectivism.

The real heart of the Freeman's article comes in its pro-
posal with regard to the question of academic freedom,
Naturally, it is not proopsed that the conservative view-

_point shall dominate exclusively. That would be too much

like the liberals. The function of education, however, being

_to conserve and transmit the values of society, it behooves

the parent who believes in the values of American society
(i.e., its conservative values) to insist that his tax funds
and tuition be used for teaching what he thinks should be
taught. If other parents believe in other things, why their
children can be taught what they believe, but every con-
servative parent has the right to insist that his children
shall not be infected with what he considers to be i-lle oppo-
site of truth.

This is what we meant by saying that the Freeman is
driven to impossible extremes in its attempt to be militantly
conservative. For its practical proposal is essentially to:re-
form education along lines of social distinction and social
viewpoint. Insofar as conservatism has intellectual force, it
is in terms of an appeal to social unity and for social cohe-
sion. And insefar as modern education functions as the
great instigator of social conformity, it is precisely by ems=
phasizing the aspect of social unity over internal divisions
which rest on social class. The Freemen’s position is not
a genuine defense of conservatism, but an attack on it frcml
the vantage-point of craekpot reaction.
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LABOR ‘AC.TIO W

What Is Happening to Asia’s Largest SP?

The Indian

By PHILIP COBEN

The Socialist’ Party  of India has now- rati-
‘fied its announced ‘merger -with the party of
J. ‘B.“Kripalani, ‘whieh - polléd: third' highest in
the'national:elections; and -the fusion of the two
‘organizations ‘is -going ‘ forward to the-accom-
paniment of political devélopments within' the
Socialist Party which raise serious questions
about the future of the movement.

Organizationally, the merger seems to mean
‘@n important advance in nambers, influience and
strength in parliament. ‘Politically, the merger
marks an appreciable rightwdird turn by the
Socialist ‘Party, though how far the latter goes
is not yet clear.
~ 'Kripalani’s movement, called the Kisan Maz-
door Praja Party (KMPP), is an offshoot from
the dominant Congress Party led by Prime Min-
ister Nehru (as is the Socialist Party itself, for
that matter). It is thoroughly ‘Gandhian in its
general philosophy, though to the left of the
Congress Party in social ‘demands.

“The Socialist' Party and the KMPP,” writes
Asoka Mehta, general secretary of the SP, “are
the second and third parties in India [this re-
‘fers to their popular votes in the national elec-
tion]. Their merger creates an organization
‘backed by 17,360,000 voters. The combined rep-
resentatives of the merged party in the state
‘legislatures will be 205, that is. second only to
that of the Congress
) Dr.. Rammanohar Lohia, who has now become the lead-
ing ideologist of the Socialist Party, writes further in the
‘party organ Janofa: "When the merger of the SP and the
KMPP is completed, the party will become the largest
Socialist Party of the werld. It will be able to claim a
total vote exceeding 17 miilions and will surpass even the
‘British Laber Party, which is now the largest, by a round
4 million votes."

Still on the organizational aspeet, not only does the
KMPP have a mass following but geographically its sup-
port also complements that of the SP, since in many
cases one is weak in areas where the other is stronger,

From this pont of view the merger is undoubtedly a
coup for the party, which henceforth will be known as
the Praja Socialist Party of India. The politics of the
merger, however, are another matter.

Post-Election '"Confusion’

Actually the rightward turn which it marks is not
merely the direct result of the agreement with the KMPP,
though the latter seems to have intensified it. Tts back-
ground is to be seen in the results of the national elec-
tion, or rather in the impact of those results on the SP.
This was detalied in LABOR AcTioN for October 20 (“The
Socialist Party of India After the General Elections™).

This impact, to put it briefly, was to throw the party,
including its leadership, info a crisis.

Objectively, the reasons for this might be considered
mysterious if one recalls that the relatively young So-
cialist Party polled the second highest number of votes,
even though it was the Communist Party (due to its
concentration of forces in limited areas where it was
very strong) which won more seats in parliament.

Actually, the reaction of the party was mainly due o
deep disappointment after inflated expectations of emerg-
ing from the election as the rallying center of all or
almost all anti-Congress opposition forees.

This is important to keep in mind in understanding
the course of the SP in its unity with the KMPP.

# 4s quite clear that the perspective of the SP leader-
ship,no doubt transferred to the party militants, has not
been merely that of fighting as a socialist opposition for
the patient conquest of the allegiance of the masses, but
has been to set themselves up as THE electoral power to
take -over office’ from Nehru with the least delay. Having
been; disillisionéd- about’ such: a quick road: by the results
of : the-election (even ihaugh big-gains. were regusferedl.
the question that arises is whether the party leadership
lias come to the conclusion ‘that the socialist character of
the party -must be' watered'down to achieve the- sameaim.

" “Beéause of the “confusion” in the SP ranks whi-ch"
iﬂllgw;dfrtﬁe'--eleeﬁﬁns, ‘a-special conference of ‘the-party

F-His_fbry—-"(e_cir by""f’éur! .

The BOUND VOLUMES of
‘LABOR ‘ACTION

are’ an-invaluable record of the social:and-
politieal issues of our day, and-a socialist
education in themselves,

! 1 Y945 ¥o 1950 '$3'a volume
LABOR ACTION:BOOK SERVICE
114" Wast 14 Siréet, Mew York 13 N. Y.

was held in May at Pachmarhi. (Our October 20 article
dealt with the organizational discussion at this gather-
ing.) At this conference the leadership, led by Dr. Lohia
and J. Narayan, proposed a new political and ideological
orientation which already ‘indicated . which way their
thinking was-going.

~An:amendment to the -pregram, hotly discussed but
finally adopted, pretty- much ruled out.all but *“peaceful”
methods of struggle, in the context of much talk about
integrating -Gandhiism with socialism. Although the par-
»i¥ and. its leadership has heretofore considered itself

generally Marxist, -the  eonference was also- marked by _

what may be: fau'ly called _an “offensive” against the
Marxist-character of the movement.

The-content of the latter discussion, judging by the
conference report which was- published, did not consist
of anything even: purporting to be an examination of
Marxist-ideas but rather of reiterated declarations from
the leading figures. which simply sought: to put Marxism
on -the shelf. Objections from delegates representing the
Marxist sectors of the membership were for the most
part met with declamations against “dogmatism” and
narrowmindedness, ete.

‘Lohia’s Theory

Instead, from the positive angle, Dr. Lohia, in the
name of the leadership, officially put forward for ap-
proval his eonception-of a road to economic: development
(and socialism) - for India: based on:the use of “small
machines” rather than big industry, decentralization
based upon village economy, etc. Lohia himself was more
or less representative of the approach of the party lead-
ership when he declared that he was not concerned with
Marxism one way or the other, for or against, but was
putting forward his program as an “Indian” road to
socialism, which would also be the best guarantee against
the evils of bureaucratism and other concomitants of in-
dustrial civilization.

In fact, very heavily overlaying his presentation was
the counterposition of this "Indian” non-Marxist concept
of socialism not only to capitalism but more basically to
modern industrial civilization itself, of which capitalism,
Communism and (by clear implication) "Western-type" so«
cialism were presented as different forms.

This conception, of course, deserves discussion if
only because it has been given the stamp of approval by
Asia'’s largest socialist party, even though other social-
ists may be rightly inclined to look at it askance; but
little in Dr. Lohia’s explanation of this approach, or in
othgr leaders’ defense of it at the Pachmarhi confe1enee
would impress a Western socialist with meeting the obvi-
ous objections which arise to it—objections to it based
not primarily on its aim of decentralization but on its
unhistorical and utopian approach to the economic pmb-
lems of underdeveloped countries today, even assuming
that the sunitable “small machines” of which Lohia speaks
do get invented some time as he hopes.

Short of discussing this conception from the theo-
retical angle, it can vet be said with little fear of mis-
take that, at Pachmarhi in May, the SP leadership took
advantage of the “state of confusion,” which the delegates
spoke of and felt, to turn the party’s helm in a political
direction which facilitated rapprochement with elements
further to the Gandhian right, of which the KMPP was
the leading example.

A few days after the May conference the SP leaders
initiated discussions on unity with the KMPP. In June
the two parties concluded an agreement for a united bloe
of deputies in parliament. During July and August’s
discussions on merger, an agreement on organic unity was
reached at the top. And on September 24-25, at a meet-
ing of the SP’s General Council in Bombay, the merger

was ratified.
-

Democratic Decision?

While the politics of the merger are of course most
important, a word is obviously required about. the pro-
cedure by which this important decision was reached.
Judging -by the ‘ five issues of Janaofa dealing with the
merger- which we -have so far received (Aug. 31-Sept. 28)
at ne point has the -membership of the Socialist Party had
an - opportunity to.pass upon the step, with -its. very im-
portant organizational and political concomitants, from a
change fn the name of the party to the naming of a new

{eading- committee fo mew . commitments in. political: pro-

gram,

«This is not:to.say that the membership of the:party
would: have declined: to back:up. the leaders’ move—from
this-distance at any rate we can assume for the sake of
argumert that: they wWould: Kave ‘done so—but that doés

- not’ gainsay-thepeculiarity sf-the:whole: piecédure’for a:

- .party which,.abeve-ll; prides: itself on-its. emphasis:on

democratic: views,

The decisions,. rather, .were - taken. by the National
' Executive Coimmittee of the party, and in Bombay were
ratified by a General Coundil of leading militants calléd

" together. A -letter: of: protest to ‘Janata objects to such

“sanction . . . of appointed representatives at: the: pro-
posed joint Bombay meeting,” and nowhere in the ex-
planations of Asoka Mehta is there any indication that
this is not true.

It appears, then, that the move has been made withs
out endorsement; formally: at- any rate, either by: a“dele-
".gated-convention or. referendum or other means-of aster-
. $aining the exact ‘will of the membersh:p.

In two separate issues of the SP organ, J. Narayan
and Asoka Mehta both defend the character of this:pro-
cédure, and in both cases the basis for their defense .is
the fact that, at Pachmarhi in May (i.e., before the unity
diseussions- with the KMPP were even broached), the
conference there assembled passed a resolution on politi-
eal perspective which spoke generally of the need to
“draw closer and work in cooperation” with certain other
groups “in the hope that” the opportunity- would come
of “achieving a consolidated- party of radicalism and
socialism.” The KMPP was not specifically mentioned
here, though possibility of unity with it-was mentionéd
at-the conference at another peint,

This was- obviously ample ‘authority to initiate discus-
sions on unity with the KMPP, but it is rather surprising -
to find this resolution used as the authority of the parly
leadership to carry through all the new decisions: withouf
further endorsement by the ragks. This: even apart from
the fact that (as explained in more detail in our Oct. 20
article) the Pachmarhi conference was itself not composed
of delegates newly elected from the branches but was an
emergency conference made up of delegates of the 1950
convention plus others invited by the national committeei:

A

It is clear from Janate™ that there were substantial
complaints on this score from the membership, as indi-
cated by Narayan's front-page article (Sept. 7) answer-
ing “complaints from party members about the undemo-
cratic behavior of the Executive.” But in the next issue,
an article by Asoka Mehta, defending the procedure, is
subtitled “Baffled Reds Start a Campaign of Slander,”
and ascribes the raising of the question to “the Commu-
nists” (who no doubt made what they could of it. to he
sure).

It may well be that the peculiarity of this procedure
—for a socialist leadership which so insistenfly counter-
poses the demoecratic traditions of Indian thought and
culture to the bureaucratism and materialism of the
West—is more the result of immature party life than of
ill-will, and we are willing to believe this, but there is no
doubt that it would be hard to think of an establizhed
socialist organization which would have tolerated i: It
is, at any rate, no very useful part of the Indian com-
Iades attempte(l contributions to socialist thought.

Right Turn

The oufstanding fact ebout the political side of the
merger, as presented in the aforesaid five issues of Janata
up to and including the rafification by the General Couacil,
is the degree to which it did NOT enter info the ner tia-
tions and agreements.

The emphasis on Gandhian non-violence is reinforeed,
as might be expected. (As an example, though not a
new one, the first issue of Janeio announcing the mereger,
also ecarries a first-page article giving “Shri Viioba
Bhave’s Advice to Peasants.” It begins: “Don’t give up
your land, stick on firmly to your plots. If you are h-aten
up, you should suffer silently. To suffer silently is also
a great power. Remember, that those who beat ultimi:tely
cet exhausted. 4 Ob\ iously the newly strength uned\;
insistence on, “pcawl ul” revolution is not simply counfer-*
posed to Stalinist putschism or to violent overthrow of
constitutional governments.)

Already at the Pachmarhi conference, suspicious dele-
gates had raised questions about whether the leadership
was drifting away from class-struggle methods. In the
agreement with the KMPP, the formulation is for “non-
violent class struggles” as “a necessary method of demo-
eratic action” but “to be used when other available meth-
ods have been exhausted.”

Explaining the political agreement with the KMPP,
Asoka Mehta speaks of weaving together Marxism and
Gandhiism, and says that “our next task, the new face
of democratic socialism, is, to no small extent, as J. Nara-
van has aptly called it, ‘Agrarian Socialism.”” He adds:
“The new party will still be a secialist party, it will only
not be a doctrinaire party.”

This may or may not be reassuring, in view of the facf
that the KMPP has not hitherte been for socialism at all.

‘Mehta states that the KMPP has been "moving forward #o

socialization" at the same t#ime that the SP has been
moving toward "economic decentralization,” but nowhere

does Janata declare that the KMPP people have accepted

an explicit socialist platform.

New Miifure- | . =

In fact the. only ‘political platform quoted by Janala

- asca-unity basis is that which. was adopted jointly as the

bams for the original parliamentary bloc. This speaks of

- an equalitarian social order free from:political and:eco-
*némic exploitation and wedded to. personal freedom” .de-

centralization - of economy, the *‘small_-machine” tech~

- nology, «and- nationalization in ‘key .industries, foreign

trade, and such sectors of" economy- where capital- tends
ta accumulate and power concentrate.” That may or may

not add: up. PO ¢

Likewise, with regard to foreign policy, there is only
the following formulation: “In :foreign policy, the

‘[united] party favors a policy of neutrality and non-

invelvement and cooperation with likeminded: forces ‘in
other countries.” This is some distance from the vigordus

. third-camp line which the SP has’ been:following.

-The merger has' also, it seems;. given an impetus to.

J’mm to: feature rather virulent attaeks:on Mm\:sm, _

{Turn fo last page).. i, W
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Almost all of the -countries of Latin America, with
the exception of a limited group (such-as Puerto Rico,
British Honduras:and the Guianas), fall into.the cate-
gory of semi-coloninl countries.

The stage of ‘development in these countries, which are.

- characterized by combined development, is different from

country to.:country, and so there are also differences in
the degree:to which: the cap:tahst relations of .preduction
have . penetrated. them and in the proportion between
native capital and foreign capital.

In the course-of the first imperialist: world .war, of
the great crisis. of 1929-33 and of the second imperialist
war; all' of “which favored the accumulation of capital
and -stimulagted -industrialization in these countries, the

capitalist relations of preduction became dominant in.

several ‘'of these countries, above all in. Argentina, Mexico,
Brazil, Uruguay and Chile.

At the same fime, the proportion between native capi-
#al and foreign capital in these same countries was. largely.
modified in favor of the former, Nevertheless, in none of
.them, not-even in-Argentina, has this development reached
#he point where one can conclude that there. is a prepon-
derance of native capital, that the liberation of ~these
countries from dependence on imperialism is a fact, and
that, in this sense, they can be choracterized as capitalist
couniries.

The semi-colonial. structure of these countries, in-
cluding the mest-advanced among them, shows in.the
faet their economies are still: fundamentally oriented to-
ward agricultural produetion, that they are based on
monoculture (one-crop specialization) and the produc-
tion of raw materials.

On top of capitalist relations of production which
are becoming more and more dominant, there are still
intermingled, in specific ways, remnants of the most
varied modes of production: islands of primitive bar-
barism, peculiarities of native communities, slave-labor
elements, feudalistic property and expleitation on a large
part of the land in many of these countries, as well as
finished forms of capitalist exploitation.

On this varied and combined substructure there is a
corresponding superstrueture in ways of life, culture and
customs which differ one from the other even within each
separate country.

Historical Causes.
Of Social Structure

This varied and combined structure is the result of
the concrete conditions under-which the penetration of
the capitalist relations of preduction has taken place in
these countries, which were under the domination of semi-
feudal and clerical Spain (in the case of Brazil, of
Portugal) since the beginning of the last century.

The Spanish conguest broke up the primitive economy
of Latin America into a series of regional groups; strong
feudal fetters were imposed, militating against the free
development of trade and artisan industry. Thus it re-
tarded the formation of a relatively important native
bourgeoisie; and brought it-about that the native revolts
-for independence from.the Spanish empire, which marked
the beginning of the 19th. century, were exploited by the
native landholding oligarchies and above all by imperial-
ism.

It was British capitalism, then at the height of its
power in the.last century, which benefited from the
antagonism between those tm) forces; which was able to
penetrate the biggest part of the countrles of Latin
America and dominate them; which bent every effort to
see to it that the struggle against Spanish rule was
settled not with the unification of Latin America but with
its Balkanization. These conditions retarded the develop-
ment of Latin America.and facilitated imperialist domi-
nation.

In the 20th century—particularly after the first world
war, and above all during the recent war—penetration by
Yankee imperialism forged ahead. of British imperialism,
which was compelled: to yield up a series of important
positions in this part of the world. Since.then, almost: in
their majority the countries of Latin.America have been
gravitating within the orbit of U. 5. imperialism, which
strives fo maintain the Balkanization of Latin America
and held back its industrial development.

However, the processes of development of the differ-
ent countries in the imperialist epoch do not take place
in a single direction only but rather in combined and
contradictory forms.

The two world wars of ‘this country, like the economie
erisis of 1929-33, had the effect of turning the countries
of Latin America onto the road of an increasing pene-
tration of the capitalist-relations of production, and even
of major industrialization. The “capital accumulated in

Latin America seeking refuge, thus swelling the mass of
capital, as well as the needs of a semi-autarchic economy
during the war years, all this speeded up the penetration
of the capitalist relations of production into all' fields
and-stimulated the industrialization of these countries.

The bourgesisie; having enriched itself, grew in num-

.. bers and- in:influence, and in some cases intertwined-more
and. more:with-the landowning oligarchy, to-such. an: ex-.
treme.point. that: in-some cases the.distinetion between.

the countries’ produetion itself; plus that which came into .

This “thesis” on the situation in Latin America,
which is presented for the information and discius- 4
sion of our readers, was published by a group of
students in the University Federation of Uruguay.
This organization—unlike its similars in the U. S.
—plays an important political and social role in-its
country, and is one of the most advamced in Latin
America. ' ’

The “thesis” attempts Yo summarize succinetly,
in a series of statements,.a Marxist analysis of the
busic phenomena which are behind political and So-
cial developments on the continent. U. S. socialists,
above all others outside the Latin American coun-
tries themselves, have the most need to wequaint -
themselves with the thinking of ‘the Marxist move-
ment in the lands whick fight -against “Yankee”
imperialism—Ed.

these two social strata -already has no b_asi_c practical
significance.

At the same time there developed a.numerous, com-:

bative and dynamic ‘proletariat, whese. growing weight
made itself felt parficulacly. in Argentina and in the coun-
tries with.a good deal of mining, Bolivia, Chile and Mexico.

Néevertheless -the development of capitalism is still
inadequate in these countries, even in the most advanced
of them; and this means' that the peasantry and the

urban petty bourgeoisie (small‘businessmen, white-collar
artisans, intellectuals) make up the social-

employees,
mass which predommates numerically and which plays. a
front-rank role in the political life of these countries.

Character and Tasks
’ Of the Revolution

From the semi-colonial character and structure of
the Latin American countries flows the historical-nature
of the revolution which is to be. carried through in these
countries, as well as the combined character of the tasks
of this revolution.

In no section has the bourgeois-democratic phase been
completed;. and the bourgeocis-democratic tasks—namely,
above all anti-imperialist liberation and -agrarian reform
—continue to be on the order of the day for solutron, to
different degrees, in all the Latin American countries.

The native bourgecisie is incapable of completing this
bourgeois-democratic phase .of the revolution in the epoch
of imperialism. This. has been demanstrated by all the ex-
perience of this century, not only in Latin America but
also on a world scale and particularly.in the colénial and
semi-colonial countries of the weorld.

Only the proletarian revolution will achieve this
phase, and will tie it up organically with the socialist
stage, properly so-called, and with the solution of the
socialist tasks. :

Class Struggle and the
_ Motive Forces of Revolution

The structure of the classes, the relative importance
of their social layers, their mutual relations and thetr
dynamism vary a good deal from country to. country in
Latin America.

Within the ruling class in most.of the Latin Ameriean
countries one can distinguish a big sectof of large land-
owners side by sidé with more or less important group-
ings of a commercial and industrial beurgeoisie.

There is no hard and fast line of demarcation or dis-
tinction between these social strata, but rather there is
an interpenetration which is marked in the more de-
veloped countries.

Furthermore, the relations of these groups with im-
perialism.vary, and depend especially on the importance
of the industrial bourgeoisie.

In the countries where conditions favored a specially
serious develnpmen! of industry, as in Argentina, Brozil and
Mexico, it is‘above all the industrial-bourgeois sector which
pushes toward inconsistent efforts at independence from

tight control by imperialism, and even touches om resist- -

ance to it.

In contrast, in the couniries where this stratum is
almost nonexistent, the impotent native ruling groups
play a role which is even anore directly and-entirely onc
of “compradors” in the service of imperialism.

In countries like Bolivia, Peru, Colombia, Venezuela,
Ecuador and Guateimala, the anti-imperialist struggle of
the 'masses expresses itself through the movements
formed particularly by the masses of the peasants and
urban petty bourgeoisie and led by the spokesmen and
parties of the radical urban petty bourgeoisie and the
“intelligentzia.”

In the countries where the bourgeoisie has already

been sufficiently developed and has been stirred to resist

1mpemahsm, -either by the masses pushing behind it, or
in its.own interests and.for :itself (Cm:denas,, Perén},
LOoF where it tries to make the masses believe that'it-wants

to resist imperialism (Vargas), it has gottén the support
of- the peasant masses and the wurban- petty bourgdoisie
as well as of the workers.

This -support is in faet necessary to-the bourgesisie
in-order to put up :some resistance to imperialism, and.
this explains its interest in gaining -bases of support
among the masses, including the proletarian masses and
including their class orgamnizations, the-trade- unions,

i

But, on the other hand, since ‘it rests on a very lim-
ited national base of its own, and since it-is by itsivery
nature incapable of giving real-satisfaction-to-the numer-
ous economic, democratic, cultural, national and- anti-
imperialist-demands of the super-exploited masses of its’
own _countries, the bourgeoisie is compelled to holdthe
masses in subjection as firmly as possible by means:-of a:
powerful military-political and bureaucratic machine.

This machine, which is disparportionately stroag in-all:
the ‘Latin American countries, often has'the tendency to.
play an auionomous.role, and to place itself at the service.
either.of-one ruling stratum against fhe others and against
imperialism, or of .an imperialism-which is allied with one"

or another native social group.or allied with: the ‘whole.
ruling class against the masses. (The later depends: on: the.

relationship of forces which exists among the classes with-
in.each country, among the strata of the ruling class, and
between these internal forces and imperialism.) :

I:_lel'lc'e the varying forms of Bonapartist power in the
countries of Latin America-and the preponderant role of
the army and of coups d’état.

Neither the hourg‘ems:e nor -the petty bourgeoisie- is
capable of carrying through the bourgeois-democratic.
revolution: this has been demonstrated by all experience
with the resistance which the bourgeoisie (supportedby
the masses) has tried to.put-up against imperialismi—as
in the case of Cardenas and Peréon—and with the radical
petty-bourgeois anti-imperialist movements of Betan-.
court in Venezuela, of the APRA in Peru, of Grau San
Martin in Cuba, of Villaroel and the MNR. in -Bolivia.

That role belongs to the young Latin American pro-
letariat which will be able to join-in unity with-all other
social forces in the struggle.against imperialism and the
bourgeoisie and for the proletarian revolution, thanks
to a combined program which adequately answers the
economic, democratic, national and anti-imperialist-de-
mands of the mass of peasants, urban petty-bourgeoisie -
and, the backward pueblos and communities;

The Present Situation and the
Tasks of the Working Class

The economic rise of the Latin American countries -
during the last war, through their .role as suppliers of
raw materials and agricultural products to “democratic” -
imperialism, began-to come to an end with the termina-

tion of the war and the recenversion of world econemy -

to a peace economy.

But because of the scarcities in raw materials and
agricultural products which continued to exist particu-
larly in Europe, the prosperity of the Latin American
countries. did ‘not end sharply at the close of 1944; but
rather was prolonged, thanks to the continued demand

for and high prices of their products up to about the
end of 1948,

It is above all from that date on that the re-establish- .

ment of agricultural production in the other countmes
to pre-war levels, and the restoration of the markets.of
the belllgerents, liquidated the upward movement in

Latin America and cast the shadow of ‘the crisis on these
countries.

Prices. of native. products. began to fall in foreign

markets while the priees .of imported industrial produets.

did not stop climbing. Inflation gained in the Latin Ameri-
can countries; their trade balance was seriously hurt, and
a real crisis-began to develop, aggravated by - (amtmg

other reasons) the conditions of monoculture (one-crép -

spemahzatmn) which is the basis of agncult.m:al pro-
duction in several of these countries.

However, before this process reached a culminating
point it was changed again_as.a. result of the outbreak of

the war in Korea in 1950 and the new_ recenversion of

capitalist economy. into a war economy.
The big capitalist countries, the United States: before

all the rest, began a frantic hunt for raw materials, in..

ordex to pile up big reserves and control their ownershlp
and dlstrlbutmn, thus bringing about a new increase in
their price. All the preducing countries profited- from
thisy and naturally the Latin American countries also.

But, far from benefiting all social strata in these coun-
tries, this boom, by stimulating a parallel rise of infldtion,
brought it about that the peasant masses, the petty bour-

geoisie of the towns and the working masses see a dafly -

worsening .of their living-conditions, at.the same time that
fabulous fortunes are.amassed ‘by the big native prod-cars.
exporters and industrialists.

Hence there has been a sharpemng of the class strug-
gle in all of Latin Amenca, expressed both in'the 'resist-
ance of ‘the :masses ‘and in the offensives' launched: by
the: reactionary rulinigistrata, especially these® Which'Serve

(Turnte last pdge)
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{Continued from page 1)
global flareup, the worst is
definitely behind us. Today
we have the ideal—prosper-
ity-without-inflation.

"The next major challenge
to us, in fact, will be defla-
tion.

“A slide after governm?nl-
and business spending reach-
es a top is not just a tortu-
ous fear of tortured minds.

*Its timing, duration and
severity are being debated
with utmost seriousness by
the leading industrialists and
economists in the country
and 1953-55 is considered
the ""danger” period.

"But blueprints are being
drawn even now to minimize
or avert it. Never has there
been so much advance anti-
slump planning as now;
never before has indusiry

shown such interest in long-
range planning — which is -

deeply significant in itself.”
' ®

What Blueprints?
. So—Dblueprints are being
drawn, and the industrial-
ists are interested in long-
range planning. . . . That
may be deeply significant,
but of what we are not sure.
All the billions which have
been poured into plant ex-
pansion. and new construc-

tion have been tied to the

armament budget. There is
no getting around that fact,

although Miss Porter some-
how manages not to mention
it. The whole point is that
once armament production
has ceased to increase, even
if it continues on a very high
level, the capitalist economy
will be in trouble.

The most dangerous as-
pect of the situation is that
the U. S. has been able to
maintain full employment
only on the basis of a con-
stant expansion of basic in-
dustrial plant, while con-
sumer-goods industries, both
in soft goods and durables,
have been able to supply cur-
rent demand even on its
present high level. Materials
shortages have not kept sup-
plies below the level of effec-
tive demand, as they did
during the war.

Only Cushions

When the new plants have

been finished and are ready
for production on a high
technological level, what
will they produce, and for
whom? If the actual produc-
tion of armaments does not
continue to increase after
the middle of next year,
where will the capital and
the manpower which has
been building up the war in-
dustries be invested? In the
consumer - goods industries
which are already able to

supply the current demand?’

It is true that as leng as
the government keeps pour=

ing money into armaments
at the rate of fifty or sixty
billion dollars a year, the
economy cannot skid to the
level of the ’'30s. It is true,
also, that the unemployment
compensation and .soecial-se-
curity measures passed dur-
ing the heyday of the New
Deal present a cushion for
the economy, and that this
cushion can be inflated some-
what by . expanding credit
and lowering taxes for the
common people.

Investments

But even at that, an econ-
omy such as that of the U. S.
can skid dangerously if it
must rely on a gun on one
gide and a cushion on the
other for its major supports.

Perhaps the blueprinters
are looking to foreign in-
vestment and markets for an
additional prop? There have
been stories recently to the
effect that private investors
have been investing up to a
billion dollars a year abroad,
and that these investments
during. the past two years
have not been confined to the
lucrative fields of oil and
other extractive industries.
But a continuation or major

expansion of this investment

depends on- the economic
health of the rest of the
world, and that means pri-
marily, of Europe. How do
things stand with them in
this respect?

We are compelled {o re-
port that they do not stand
well. The Tory government
in Britain is faced with a de-
crease of ten per cent in na-
tional production this year,
instead of the three per cent
increase which they had
“planned” in their budget.
Their export program has
not been going well, despite
war prosperity in the United
States.

Europe’s Angle

For Europe as a whole,
the dollar gap remains as se-
rious a problem as. it ever
has been. And even though
the economies of mest Euro-
pean countries have been op-
erating on a fairly high lev-
el, this has been made pos-
sible primarily by the joint
action of prosperity here
and the international pump-
priming of the American
government.

Any faltering of the Amer-
ican economy would apply a
double pressure to the econ-
omies of the countries of
Europe. On the one hand it
would squeeze .their export
programs to the bone, and
on the other it would make
continued large-scale eco-
nomic aid abroad politically
far less palatable than it has
been in the past. In this re-
spect it can be said that o
Republican  administration
might well deepen the crisis

Economics Will Be Decisive — —

more rapidly than a Den:iii:__
cratic one as the formes
might yield more easily ¢

the pressure to cut foreign

expenditures.

Pregnant Facts

But regardless of which
party is in power, a contrac-
tion of the European econ-
omy would not invite ex-
panded capital investment,
from private sources in this
country. This is true even if
we don’t take into account;
the political repercussions’
which would follow such a
contraetion in Europe. The.
most optimistic “planners”.
in Washington can hardly:
fail to take this into account.

The major economic facts
of life are not primarily de-

pendent on which party is in ;
power in Washington. Even,. -
Herbert Hoover would havé:

had to work at it real hard:

“to engineer a depression on

the basis of an expanding
war economy. But can either
party prevent one if that
basis is absent? There is.
nothing in their record to~
show it. '

There is an old story’

. about a young lady who in-

formed a friend, with great
relief, that the doetor had-
told her she was “just a little
pregnant.” In the unstable
world economy of 1953,
“just a little . depression’
may prove a very serious:
thing.

Theses on Latin America — —

{Continued from page 7)

Yankee imperialism -in controlling and exploiting these
countries. )

.- Toward the end of the war, the radicalized masses
mobilized a series of movements which expressed their

‘anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist aspirations, in spite

‘of their petty-bourgeois and sometimes even bourgeois
leadership. The power of these movements was enough
to achieve important victories in the economic field as well
ms in the field of democratic liberties.

But the reactionary ruling social strata, most often.

backed up by Yankee imperialism, taking advantage of
4the weakness of the petty-bourgeois leadership_ of the
masses, the impotence and opportunism of Stalinism and

“the lack of a real proletarian party, rapidly. reassumed

the offensive; and between 1947 and 1950 dictatorial

military-political regimes were established in virtually all

sections,

However, the resistance of the masses did not stop for
‘all that. On the contrary, stimulated by the world crisis
of imperialism, by the victories of the anti-imperialist
movements of Asia, and by the inflation process general
in all the Latin American countries, they once more demon-
strated their resistonce in several of the countries. under

various forms: the recent big strikes in Chile, in Argentina -

and in Uruguay; the civil war in Bolivia and in Colombia:
the electoral victories in Bolivia and Brazil which had a
democratic and anti-imperialist meaning for the masses.

This resistance will tend to rise in the whole present
pericd, which is dominated by the stepped-up prepara-
tions which imperialism is making for the war.

The Latin American countries will face growing diffi-
culties. which will not be solvable by either imperialism
or by the native social groups. On the contrary.

THE PERSPECTIVES

Yankee imperialism, which dominates practically all
these countries, with the exception of Argentina which

still resists its domination, will :make every effort to win’

an, exclusive monopoly over all Latin American produe-
tion, as it has been doing up to now, in order to get prices
more advanageous to itself: that is, to lower prices and

to shape production in accordance with its own needs.

This will mean that it will deliberately sacrifice the whole
industrial development of these countries, as well as all
prospect of a more harmonious and balanced economy,
and will fix their dependence on itself, through financial
means and through its industrial production.

Every fime that this tendency of Yamkee imperialism
shows itself and intensifies—as has already been the case '
in ol the Pan-American conferences and international
bodies set up since the beginning of the Korean war—if
provokes. the resistance of the national bourgeoisies ever
more vigorously (as in Argentina, Brazil, Mexico). The
latter demand for themselves a- bigger share in the ex:

ploitation of their countries and aspire to build ihnuelve&‘ = o

a b;oude:; base through independent industricl develop-
ment.

capable of holding back the inflation which is on the waw,-

and, in the present international situation, of accumu--

lating capital in any way other than a super-exploitation :
of the native masses. voies

Hem?e arises the perspecitve of a constant lowering
of the living standards‘of the masses, who along with the .
rest of the world will have to suffer the disastrous con- °
sequences of the new war, which will be especially serious
for ¢ountries with a semi-colonial structure. ;

Hence also arises the perspective of growing resist-
ance by the Latin American masses, a resistance whose
forms and extent will depend on the character of the
class which will be able to. take the leadership in the
future: the petty bourgeoisie or the proletariat.

The Indian Socialist Merger -

{Continued from page &)

" often in featured letters from readers—“Marxism Stands

for Civil War,” ete—an attack joined in By Lohia in
the issue of September 14, ascribing the degeneration
of the German Social-Democracy to its “Marxism”!

It would seem, in fact, that the merger is being car-
¥ied through prior to any agreement on fundamental lines
of program. The party chairman, Narendra Deva, “ex-
pressed the hope that oncethe political consolidation bad

taken place a way will be opened for idoelogical clarifi- -

cation.”

~Disquieting

There was, naturally, a great deal of ideological
heterogeneity within the Socialist Party as it stood up to
now; with the KMPP merger as it has been put through.

- $his situation will be aggravated to an extent hard %o fore-

see. It is clear that the Indian SP leaders. while quite in
favor of ideological clarity, do not worry themselves about
its lacks and its future half so much as about the failure
of the party to quickly become the main power bioc le
Indian politics. -

Thereé are even indications that the party leaders look
on the KMPP merger as only one step in this direction.
Party chairman Deva writes, for example: “For the
process of democracy, it is necessary to have as few par-
ties as pessible. . . . The process will continue until we
are in a pesitien to have one consolidated Opposition
party consisting of all nen-communal and non-Commu-
nist groups having similar aims, policies and principles.”

If this is truly their perspective, and not merely
something written down in an enthusiastic fhoment, there
is reason to wonder how far the party’s socialist ideas
can be watered down before the aim will be realized. It
is not without reason, evidently, that a Bombay member

wrote in, apropos of the merger: “What is the current '

reason for existence of the Socialist Party of India? Is
it merely to create an anti-Congress front or is it fo
introduce a socialist state in our country?”

Such, at any rate, are the questions which are raised
by the presentation of the merger as given in the party’s
own account in Janata. Conclusions about what is hap-
pening or will happen to the Socialist Party of India
could be premature, but left-wing socialists are bound to
be disquieted.
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