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By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, Sept. 7—The “New
Look” of the UAW-CIO in the
national election campaign was
anveiled for all the world to see
at the Labor Day parade and
rally featuring Governor Adlai
Stevenson, Democratic Party can-
didate for president.

His speech, which said that the
Taft-Hartley Law was not a slave
labor law, did not attack the Re-
publican Party or General Dwight
Eisenhower by name, but it did
proclaim anew his independence
from labor. It was hailed as a
fighting, constructive speech by
€10 leaders.

That it failed to arouse any en-
thusiasm and drew scattered,
small applause was of small mo-
ment_to the CIO leaders. It sim-
ply mesns they will drive harder
to sell him to the ranks.

The approach of the UAW to-
ward the campaign was illustrated
best, perhaps, by the beautiful
float of Briggs Local 212, 1t car-
ried fwo main slegans, "Don’t Let
Them Take it Away,"” and "Vote
Straight Democratic.”

Such a policy, of course, signi-
fies not only support of those
¢gld-line” Democrats whom the
CIO had opposed in other years
in Michigan. It gives the UAW
local unions in Texas, as a case in
point, the unenviable task of sup-
porting such an - individual as
Martin Dies.

PARTY BOSSES DOMINATE

It .may sound paradoxical, but
in-Michigan today the UAW has
the greatest organizational
strength it has ever enjoyed in
the Democ¢ratic Party since it vir-
tually controls the party. For all
of that, the union has less politi-
cal influence than in other years.

“New Look” of UAW-CIO Unveiled
At Stevenson’s Labor Day Meeting

At the recent state convention
of the Democratic Party, the CIO,
and in particular, the UAW, had
nearly one half the -delegates
present there. Yet the slate for
state offices was handed down to
the convention by Governor G.
Mennen Williams, without even
the participation of the CIO in
top caucuses. For the major domi-
nating voice now is Governor
Williams, and the UAW trims its
political sails to meet his de-
mands.

In Wayne County, the main
base of the Democratic Party in
Michigan, the UAW has around
one-half of the 1,400 precinct
delegates, and yet on such a sim-
ple issue as picking a candidate
for drain commissioner.it bows to

Liberal Party"

Dr. George S. Counts, state
vice president of the New York
Liberal Party, a leading spokes-
man in the progressive education-
al field and Professor of Educa-
tion at Teachers College, Colum-
bia, has accepted the nomination
for candidate for the U. S. Senate
for the Liberal Party in a three-
way race against Republican can-
didate Irving Ives and Demo-
cratic candidate John Cashmore,
Brooklyn Borough President.

The Liberal Party, which exists
only in New York and is virtually
unique i the country "as an im-
portant third party based upon
the liberals and a section of the
labor movement, has leaned "to-
ward the Democratic Party in the
past, occasionally supported a
Republican and has sometimes
run independent candidates. Its

Is the Two-Party

By ALBERT GATES

“I am in favor of the two-party
system,” said Governor Stevenson
in his Portland, Qregon, speech
before American newspaper pub-
lishers. “I think it is indispen-
sable. And I thirk “Wwe have a
pretty healthy two-party system
st this moment.” Stevenson went
on to lament the development of
a “one-party press in a two-party
country.”

The discussion of the two-party
system in this presidential cam-
paign has been raised by the Re-
publican Party and the over-
whelming majority of the nation’s
press in the form ‘of the slogan:
“Jt is time for a change.” If the
Democrats win again, they say,
the two-party system will be en-
dangered. Maintenance of the
two-party system has even been
used as an argument for support
fo the Republicans. This call for
a change is not based on any lofty

principles, as the Democratic can-
didate so well poirited out, since it
is motivated by no larger prin-
ciple than to give the Republican
Party, out of. power since 1932, a
chance at running the country.™

But if no large principle mo-
tivates the GOP and its press in
demanding a change (in order to
save the two-party system), no
larger principle motivates Steven-
son’s defense of this political tra-
dition. For the two-party system
is perfectly acceptable to Steven-
son and his Democratic col-
leagues, provided it means that
their party remains in political
rower. What the two parties are
really interested in is the two-
party system in which one of
them remains permanently in of-
fice and the other out. They are
united only in a common opposi-
tion to a new third party, or mul-
tiple parties which could threaten
their own monopoly .of political
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the regular Democrats who ignore
the CIO choice.

Even on a local basis, the
UAW finds itself unable to con-
trol selections of district chair-
men, although its members are

‘the life-blood of the Democratic

Party in Detroit. Such a front
figure as Nicholas Rothe, a UAW
attorney, is defeated in his at-
tempt to retain chairmanship of
the 14th district, one of the larg-
est in America.

Many CIO delegates lined up
with a small AFL bloc to select as
chairman, Bert Donlin, a UAW dis-
sident, who is chief steward of
Chrysler Local 7, and whose repu-
tation is that of a conservative.
He is one of the men bucking CIO

(Continued on page 2)

major campaign on an indepen-
dent basis came last year when it
ran Rudolph Halley for President
of the City Council against its
will and as a result of its failure
to effect a compromise with the
Democratic Party. In that cam-
paign, the Liberal Party added to
the serious injury it dealt the
Democratic Party an unusual in-
sult: it not only defeated the
Democratic candidate, but pro-
ceeded to elect its candidate, Hal-
ley, against both Democrats and
Republicans.

‘Even as the Liberal Party did
not want to run an independent
candidate in the city election, the
maneuvers leading up to the se-
lection of Dr. Counts demonstrat-
ed its current unwillingness to
run a candidate against the old-
line parties. The Liberal Party

RUSSIA’S SLAVE LABOR CAMPS
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lke Aids McCarthy's

Disgraceful

Victory

The renomination of Sen. Joseph McCarthy in the Wis-

consin primary election last week was indeed a sad and dis-

heartening business. There was no chance that McCarthy
would be defeated, but no one, not even the most optimistic
in the GOP believed his victory would be the landslide it
was. They, as everyone else, expected the race to be a vei'_j;'-

close one.

The explanation for McCarthy’s tremendous victory
may tell us much about the State of Wisconsin, but it tells
us everi more about the national campaign of the GOP and
its presidential candidate, Dwight Eisenhower.

The only way in which McCarthy could have been de-
feated in a state with a weak Democratic Party, was by the
repudiation of his candidacy by the so-called international-
ist wing of the party which succeeded in winning the nomi-
nation for the General. McCarthy was their deadly enemy

Nominates Counts

wanted to compromise on a joint
candidate, Averell Harriman, to-
gether with the Democratic Par-
ty. Harriman did not indicate an
acceptance at first, but prior to
the Democratic state convention,
indicated a willingness to be the
candidate if the Democrats would
go along. This they did not do,
putting up instead the hack pick-
ed by the machine bosses for
whom everyone is hard pressed to
make a strong argument other
than party regularity.

DEMOCRATS IGNORE LP

The Democratic politicians
never took time out to listen to
the Liberal Party proposal to
draft Harriman as the type of
administration spokesman who
would be calculated to make the

(Continued on page 2)

irside the GOP.

But McCarthy’s skinrwas saved
by the timely announcement that
Eisenhower would support any

and all candidates selected in Re-
publican primaries. When asked
repeatedly if that ‘included the

{Turn to last page)

System Sacrosanct?

office.

But the two parties and the
press are not alone in their re-
spect for the tradition of the two-
party system. Behind them is a
long line of histerians, journalists
and college professors, who view
with alarm the possibility that
the two-party system might break
down and give rise to a third
party or multiple parties. For
some unargued reason, such a de-
velopment would signify to these
ideologies a breakdown of <he
democratic system by creating po-
litical confusion!

In @ rather lengthy treatment of

- the question in Sunday's New York

Times, James MacGregor Burns,
chairman of the Political Science
Depariment at Williams College,
presented a rather disconcerting
point of view. The reader cannot
be sure whether the good profes-
sor is proving that the two-party
system is good or bad, for while

arguing for its maintenance, im-
provement and exfension, he re-
cords that it has resulted, in Con-
gress at least (it should be added,
on a state and local level too) in
a multi-party system,"” in factional
log-rolling, obstructionism, bicker-
ing, delays, confusion—above all,
in deadlock and inaction."

A multiple party system might
well result in ‘“deadlock and in-
action,” but it would do so under
far broader democratic conditions
and hasten a popular interven-
tion. The two-party system per-
petuates deadlock and inaction.

WHAT MAKES IT SO

‘What then makes the two-party
system sacrosanct? Tradition, and
tradition alone? In part, yes. The
two-party system corresponded to
the specific peculiarities of na-
tional development. Its tradition
is, therefore, a long one, but it is
a tradition that now stands as an

obstacle to the future progress of -

the American masses—the tradi-
tion has become reactionary.
Moreover, it is a tradition that
is not quite a hundred years old
and is not characteristic of po-
litical history from the béginning
of the United States.

Professor Burns knows this
very well. He writes, quite cor-
rectly, that “we have not always
had a two-party system.” The na-
tion began with a-one-party sys-

tem which sought to contain the .

conflicting interests of the group-
ings in early American society
within the confines of the Feder-

alist Party. Two- and three-party .-

systems followed, but after the
Civil’ War two main parties sur-
vived. Other parties eame and
went and they were many. His-
tory records the existence of the
Greenbacks, Populists, Anti-Ma-

sons, Prohibitionists (now many

{Turn to last page)




Page Twe

LABOR ACTION

Liberal Party Candidate — —

(Continued from page 1)
best campaign against the GOP’s
candidate, the incumbent Senator
Irving Ives. Ives is generally held
to be a “liberal” Republican on
the basis of his record in office,
generally voting for administra-

n- proposals, and having a lib-
eral stand on civil rights. He has
attempted to read into the GOP
plank on civil rights what it does
not say: federal compulsory fair
employment legislation. He has
woted for the Taft-Hartley Law.
~ From a purely practical, vote-
getting point of view, aside from
the lack of appeal of the wheel-

- horse, Cashmore, the Democrats
ignored the importance of the
Liberal Party in New York. In
‘the 1949 Senate contest between
Herbert Lehman and John Foster
Dulles, Lehman won with 2,853,-
000 votes to Dulles’ 2,384,000. But
included in Lehman’s total were
427,000 Liberal votes. To indicate
the strength of Ives, it may be re-
called that in 1946 he defeated
Herbert Lehman, who had both
Liberal and Democratic support,
by 251,000 votes.

In addition, the Liberal- Party
has, as customary, come out for
the national Democratic ticket of
Stevenson-Sparkman. It hoped to
strengthen the pull of the ticket
by a “progressive” Democrat in
the Senatorial race. Apparently,
-the Liberal Party feels that Cash-
miore. not merely cannot-win, but
gould bring about Stevenson’s de-
feat: in New York—this would
secount for its uncompromising
position in upholding the candi-

dacy of Counts, when its Habit is -

to: compromise.

Even after Cashmore was nom-
fhtted; the Liberal Party still at-
tempted to get the Democratic
besses to reverse themselves and
to. draft Harriman. They were
Joitled in the fight by the New
York Post which announced edi-
torially that it would never sup-
port Cashmore.

C10 SUPPORTS CASHMORE

There was’ no likelihood that
the CIO would support the eandi-
dacy of Ives, because of his stand
on the Taft-Hartley and the Con-
don-Wadlin acts which forbids
strikes against the government
and their traditional adherence to
the Democratic Party, although
it is considered that there is some
sentintent for Ives in the union
ranks,

However, while it was not
thought initially that the CIO
would' back Cashmore, and there
was: some discussion in the State
CIO; his backing by that body is
all but assured. The struggle to
endorse the Democratic political
hack was sparked by another po-
litical hack, Mike Quill, erstwhile
Stalinist follower and head of the
Transport Workers Union. While
all the facts of the convention
fight are not known, the peace
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and unity which have emerged do
not indicate anything very at-
tractive or healthy. Quill wanted
to carry the fight for endorsement
to the floor. The compromise ef-
fected; “apparently” a vietory for
the group led by Louis Hollander,
state president of the CIO, was
deferment of the endorsement to
the executive board. CIO peace-
maker Allan Haywood had a hand
in the decision. .

According to ‘the N. Y. Times,
the convention appeared “united”
on one issue. “That was the feel-

UAWSs “New

(Continued from page 1)
moves to “‘capture' the Demo-
cratic Party and his selection was
quite a blow to the top leadership
of the UAW which had marked
Donlin for a purge. He was "re-
moved"” as vice-chairman, to be
sure, but only because he was
eiected overwhelmingly as chair-
man.

What is happening, of course,
is that hundreds of UAW activ-
ists, finding little room for ac-
tivity and advancement in the
UAW, are placing their energies
in the Democratic Party. They
find that playing ball with regu-
lar Democrats under the leader-
ship of Governor Williams gives
them elbow room for maneuver-
ing and' getting “ahead.”

WHO CAPTURES WHOM

It raises the question of who is
capturing whom? Is the: AW
winning the Democratic Party
here or is the Democratic Party
capturing the UAW? For the
next immediate period this inter-

0
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esting question will be sub-ordi-
nated to the election campaign.
Victory or defeat, the question is
bound to be raised in sharper
form.

The “line” by which the UAW
hopes to arouse its Tanks—and it
certainly will succeed among the
older auto workers who have
acute memories of the great de-
pression—was indicated in a
UAW communication: calling for
a’ city=wide rally this week.

It said, "Labor and Liberal for-
ces: must mobilize- the force of the
people to block the 'Wall Street
Crusade,” back to Hoover, depres-

ing that the Democratic Party
once again had handpicked a can-
didate without consulting labor
and without caring what labor
thought.” The Times also report-
ed that the Quill faction felt that
without a fight, the convention
might have taken a neutral posi-
tion. However, neither Hollander
nor Quill could find' anything very
iaudatory to say of the candidate

they apparently favor. Quill is re- -

ported as saying, “I am for Cash-

" more because I know his record

and so does Louis Hollander.”

Loo.

sion and: mass unemployment. The

stakes have never been higher and
we in the UAW-CIO" must make a
supreme effort to make our maxi-
mum contribution toward the mo-
bilization of our members so that
the people's will can be expressed
at the ballot box in November."
As for the younger generation
of workers, the vast number of
veterans of World War II and
the workers’” housewives, the
question of how they vote is

moot. Although Detroit registra- -

tion is the highest in all history,
the predominant union areas
show the poorest results. In some
cases only 50 per cent have regis-
tered. How this can be overcome
in the few weks left for registra-
tion is a problem worrying the
CIO leaders.

Another illustration of how del-
icate the tasks ahead are for the
CIO- leaders was the failure of
Senator John Sparkman, vice
presidential candidate, to be even
mentioned during the Labor Day
rally. Although Senator Spark-
man was in Michigan a week ago,
speaking at an Amvets convention
at Grand Rapids, he pointedly
skipped Detroit in his itinerary.
+At a recent union symposium
on the Democratic Party conven-
tion, the extensive quotatlon Df
Qenator Sparkman s views fas
published in the United States
News and World Report, was a
source of considerable embarrass-
ment to the CIO spokesmen.

Sid Lens Writes on

"Review of His Book

To the Editor:

There is one printing error in
your review that I'm afraid dis-
torts one thought. In dealing with
the fact that 30,000 people flee
East Germany monthly while a
few hundred youth go the other
way you end with a quote: “The
30,000 people represented the
small elite trying to secure some
privilege, eduction or a good job.”
Actually this should read: “The

30,000 people represented the

great mass trying to flee the gen-
eral poverty; the few hundred
represented the small elite trying
to secure some privilege, educa-
tion or a good job.”

The linotypist evidently took
his eye off the page and skipped

from one “represented” to the
other.
However, no matter. I don't

think it detracts any from the re-
view.

Sid LENS .
N /

20" cents per copy
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'JUE Hands Stalinists Defeat
In Westinghouse NLRB Election

By GERRY McDERMOTT

PITTSBURGH — The IUE-CIO
has dealt a major blow to the
Stalinist UE by winning an
NLRB election at the huge West-
inghouse Local 601, in East Pitts-
burgh. The local is the largest in
the Westinghouse chain and the
victory demonstrates. that the
IUE has come a long way in
learning how to' fight the Stalin-
ists on a sound’ trade union basis.

Locdl 601 has been.in the hands

of the IUE since the split. in the’

UE. However, in the NLRB elec-
tion two years ago, the IUE won
only by a mere handful of votes,
and then only after a run-off elec-
tion. The UE retained control of
a smaller Westinghouse plant in
the area and also maintained an
active hard” core in the main
plant. After two years of harass-
ment, demagogy and irresponsible
sniping, the UE petitioned for a
new election. This time, they were
beaten by a healthy two thousand
votes. .

Although the IUE leadership
in Local 601 has been far from
outstanding, their campaign in
the recent election (earried on
under the close supervision of the
International). avoided almost all
the errors of the earlier cam-
paign. In- the earlier campaign,
the IUE was aided by Catholic
priests speaking from the pulpit;
by American Legionnaires hand-
ing out anti-Communist material
at the plant gates, and by more
than a few staff members of the
Steelworkers. The main issue was
simple red-baiting. Naturally, the

rank and file resented all the out- .

side interference and were more
than skeptical of the allies of the
IUE. Father Charles Owen Rice,
Chaplain of the Pittsburgh Asso-
ciation of Catholic Trade Union-

ists, directed much of the strategy. .

of the early campaign.

In the more recent campaign,
none of the earlier factors were
in eviderice. Neither religious lead=
ers nor the American Legion
played a part. No staff members
from other CIO unions were in
evidence. The anti-Communist an-
gle was played down. The IUE
campaigned primarily on the basig
of its nationadl record in winning
impressive increases and other
benefits in the past two years. It
was the UE this time which work-
ed with swarms of imported or-
ganizers, a factor which reacted’ to
their ‘detriment.

It was apparent to informed
observers before the election that
the UE would, in all probability,
be defeated. The local UE leaders
must have realized this from the
start. Certainly from the point of
strategy both locally and nation-
ally, it was a stupid thing for the
UE to petition for an election:

which they were almost sure to

lose. The: fact that the UE did: so:
anyway underlines again the fact
that UE union policy is sacrificed
to Communist Party political pol-
icy. The Stalinists are so anxious
to widen their severely reduced
base that they took the gamble
and pushed their captive union,
into a serious defeat.

The task of defeating the Stal-
inists is not the end of union-
building, it is the beginning. The
UE still received a sizable vote
in 601, a fact which can be at-
tributed only to conservative and’
inept IUE leadership in the past.
With the UE problem greatly re-
duced the Stalinists will eontinue
their sniping but the militants in
Local 601 will have both the pos-
sibility and the necessity to do
some real union building.
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Over 3000 South African peo-
ple were arrested by the end of

_ %" August of this year in the non-

violent resistance campaign
against Prime Minister Daniel F.
Malan’s new race-segregation
laws which would disenfranchise
50,000 half-caste wvoters. Non-
Europeans -and non-whites have
taken to. the streets in mass dem-
onstrations to defy the new law,
which has already been voided as
unconstitutional by the Supreme
Court.

The struggle between the mass
of the population of non-whites
and the Nationalist Party govern-
ment has grown more intense de-

.spite the arrests and court ac-

tions -which have  caned many
“offenders” and jailed hundreds.
Leaders - of the non-violent resist-
ance movement now face trial for
their struggle against the “apart-
heid’ laws on the charge of “en-
couraging achievement of the ob-
jeets of communism.”

Stalinism, as we have pointed
out so many times before, has no
better -ally than the reactionary

- bourgeois world, and the South

African situation is the clearest
example of this fact. For, if ra-
cial and political equality, if uni-
versal democracy, is an object of
Stalinism, than. there is no rea-
son why the colored peoples, the
majority of the world’s popula-
tion, should support the capitalist
West. All that the Malan govern-
ment is saying to the world is
that segregation, inequality, dis-
crimination and autocratic rule,
are the hallmarks of this declin-
ing Western capitalist world.

Behind the fight of the Nation-
alist Party in South Africa
against the majority of the peo-
ple of that country is its determi-
nation that nothing should oceur
which threatens the rule of a mi-
nority white population whose
well-being rests upon the brutal
exploitation of more than 8,000,-
000 natives and Indian residents.

While the Western powers la-
mentably point to Stalinist activ-
ity among the millions of Blacks
in Africa, the United Nations re-
fused to consider the case of
South Africa when it was de-
manded that the actions of the
government be reviewed by the
world organization.

"By their own actions, the reac-’

tionary rulers are saying that the
fight for genuine democracy,
equality and decency, belongs to

that Stalinism does make head-
way among the most oppressed
.peoples of the world? Stalinism
needs to do nothing at all but
stand by and watch the Malans,
Rhees, Dais, and in the U. S,
the Shivers, Rankins, and Me-
Carthys, do the job for them.

The Nationalist Party, how-
ever, has not taken the decision
of the Supreme Court with any
kind of grace. It immediately
called Parliament together to sit
as a “High Court of Parliament”
and overruled the decision of the
Supreme Court, which had invali-
dated the Voters Aect removing
colored (mixed -blood) voters
from the electoral roll.

This "High Court of Parliament"
is in reality an extra-legal weapon
of Malan's government against the
Supreme Court, and seeks its own

~_ legal standing through the major-

ity which his party has in parlia-
ment. If he succeeds in this ma-
neuver, it will be possible then for
Parliament, with a Malan major-
iy, to pass on the constitutionality
of its own laws.

The Supreme Court is now to
rule on the constitutionality of the
""High Court of Parliament.” What-
ever, the ruling of the Supreme
Court, the struggle cannot subside,
so long as the reactionary, racist
government persists in its course,
and that is what it intends to do.

The meeting of the “High
Cdurt of Parliament” was merely
another stage in the struggle for
“apartheid.” Malan's government
is looking ahead, however. His
party now demands that the pres-
ent South African Constitution
be scrapped and that he“proclaim
the nation a republic outside the
British Commonwealth.” If the

1 ¥
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pmsent actions of the government
have produced such severe strug-
gles between it and the British
and non-white population, sever-
ance of all ties with the British
Commonwealth and the establish-
‘ment of a “republic” .of the Dutch
rulers, would unquestionably lead
to an open conflict of a more wvio-
lent nature. The British popula-
tion would fight vigorously
against separation from the home
country as wquld the native pop-
ulation which dreads life under
an independent “republic” of the
Boers.

Only DMalan’s hesitation has
preventéd the .execution of this
step. Malan understandably fears
the results of such a proelama-
tion, in view of the fact that the
Boer population of the country
numbers 1,600,000 as against
1,100,000 English speaking people
and 8,000,000 non-whites against

LONDON LETTER

to make

whom the racist laws are directed.
Malan told a group of Australian
journalists, according to Albert

Pick in the New York Times, that -

“there must be sufficient support
for a republic among the people
it safe.”” The reader
should bear in mind that when
Malan says “among the peaple,”
he has in mind only Afrikander
and the English speaking popula-
tion, now in opposition to his rule.
The non-whites do mot count in
the minds of the ruling party.

The mere posing of the ques-
tion of an independent republic
under the rule of the Boers, -or
Afrikanders, * has made more
serious a threat of secession from
Natal. Should the Nationalist
Party press its proposal for an
independent republic, the struggle
in South Africa would break out
into the clear.

Meanwhile, the current struggle

over the Voters Act continues. Dr.
James Moroka, leader of the Af-
tican National Congress, was com-
mitted to trial on "a charge of
furthering and promoting the ob-
jects of Communism.” Moroka was
one .of: the organizers of the pres-
ent passive resistance movement
oggainst  the Government's racial
policies and lows. Thus ‘Malan 'is
doing .more for Stalinism than it
could accomplish for itself with
even heroic expenditures .of effort.

Even though the Nationalist

aParty demands that the outside

world keep its nose out of South
African affairs, events there have
an_even stronger repercussion
than when the Voters Act was
passed. The Indian delegation
went before the Asian-Arab .bloe
to ask support for a move to, put
the South African situation be-
fore. the Assembly on October 14.
It is taken for granted that this

outh African Resistance Movement Gro WS

bloe will e:ndorse the Indian pro-

posal and may get support even

from Latin American countries.
The mechanics. for placing a-
question on the agenda are some--
what involved, since any item not
oen the official agenda requires
consideration first by a l14:mem-
ber steering committee, and
thenceforth must have a majority .
of the ‘60 member assembly.
Although the South African

situation was brought up.-before - - ‘
the UN once before, it was:shunt- -

ed aside on the insistence .of ;the
Union of South Africa that its
national affairs were none ‘of ‘the

‘business of the UN. This time;,

‘however, -the Asian-Arab blec ds
expected to insist that the .racial =
situation  in; South Africa.is ;of -
worldwide import and a “threat
to -peace.” ‘

The next few weeks will be in-
teresting ones indeed.

Trade Union Congress Faces Wage Issue

LONDON, Sept. 2—The 84th
Trade Union Congress is now in
session at Margate, a holiday re-
sort on the South coast. The im-
mediate problem facing :the Con-
gress is now not the ‘Bevan issue,

but the wages issue. Or, to be -

at the time - of
Bevanite wumnions

niore precise,
writing, the

(such as USDAW) have:not tried .

to link the two issues together.

On Sunday night, the great en-
gineering wages dispute came to
a head. It is this, rather than the
Bevan issue proper, which has
overshadowed the Congress. The
dispute arose as a result of the
rejection for the third time of the
£2 a week wage claim made by
the 38-member unions of the Con-
federation ' of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions. The 30 lead-
ers of the. Confederation have
now recommended that, (1) the
member unions shall bar all over-
time work in engineering; (2)
end all piece-rate working; and
(3) switch to a 44-houwr week on a
time-rate basis.

The actual date from which the
union members are to put these
recommendations into effect is to
be decided at a meeting of the

.executive of the 38 unions in York
or Sept. 10. It is interesting to
note that only 3 out of the 30
leaders voted against the ban, in-
sisting that they wonted a move
for arbitration first.

How the unions are to make up
part of the loss involved by the
piece rate and overtime ban is
part of the problem the Executive

“will have to face. Skilled piece-

workers can earn up to £15 a
week. On time they would get
only £6-9-0. No less than 60 per
cent of the 3,000,000 engineers
and shipbuilding workers affected
are on piece rate. A switch back
to time rates would mean halving
their output as well as their earn-
ings.

Sir Walter Monkton, the Minis-~

ter of Labor, is trymg to inter-
vene in this most serious crisis in
employer-trade union relations
for many years. The TUC Gener-
al Counecil itself is also very con-
cerned with the deterioration of
relations between employers and
the trade union leaders, for they
know full well that they alone can
halt the move for higher wage
claims.

The failure of D. C. Thomson

bo reinstate all the sacked em-
ployees who belonged to NAT-
SOPA (the printers union) and
the Tory Government’s hesitancy
in the matter, has also led to some
strong words from Mr. Arthur
Deakin, the arch-representative
of the trade union bureaucracy.
He said: “We are not going to be
saddled with another Taff-Vale
judgment (this led to the Trades
Dispute Act of 1906 which pro-
tected union funds from having
to pay ‘damages when an official
strike is called against any com-
pany). There are legal and po-
litical constderaitmns connected
with the question of free associa-
tion to which the trade union
movement must give the most
careful attention. This is a vital
principle not to be nibbled at in
law courts, or put in jeopardy by
ambiguity or subtlety or’interpre-
tation of Acts of Parliament.”

Mr. Deakin also condemned the

Tory Government's -intervention
in the settlement of wage claims
by the Wages Councils.

The rearmament program ran
into strong criticism not only from
the Bevanites but also from the
Stalinist unions (such "as the ETU
and the National Union of Vehicle

Fight Against State Department
Passport Policy Wins First Round

The fight against the utterly
arbitrary, bureaucratic and pre-
judicial passport policy of the
State Department, -has resulted
in a fair measure of success. As
a result of a decision of the fed-
eral court, the State Department
has announced that it has adopt-
ed two procedures which would
grant a person denied a passport,
or relieved of one already grant-
ed, a hearing in which he could
present his case. ke

Since the grounds on which the
court ruled was that State De-
rartment procedure constituted a
violation of due process of law as
defined in the Constitution, the
department announced the crea-
tion of a Board of Passport Ap-
peals as a “court” of last resort.
Under the new procedure an ap-
plicant will have two opportuni-
ties to present his case.

He may appear, with counsel,
before an official of the Passport
Division, after rejection of his
application and seek a reversal
of such a decision. Following such
a hearing, the Passport Division
will review the case. In the event
of another adverse decision by
the review, he may then take his
case before the Board of Passport
Appeals. This new board will be
composed of three members of
the State Department having no
previous .connection with any ap-
plication before it.

Thus we have the establishment
of yet another bedy in the rapidly
expanding boards and bureaus in

Washington, only because the
basic policy of the State Depart-
ment is anti-democratic. The
United States happens to be one
of the few countries in the world
in which the right of a citizen to
travel abroad freely is regarded
as a “privilege,” resting on the
whims of governmental agencies
and investigating bodies, and not
an inherent right of citizenship.

Heretofore, there was no pos-
sible way to challenge the Pass-
port Division of the State Depart-
ment, because the whole matter
of passports remained completely
under the administrative jurisdic-
tion of that department. A long
drawn-out, expensive litigation
was the only alternative a person
had if he desired to challenge an
adverse ruling of the Passport
Division.

This procedure was finally
challenged early this year, when
#Anna Bauer, a writer, had her
pasport revoked after she had
already sailed for Eurgpe. In a
three-judge decision on her case
handed down on July 9, the court
ruled that the government can re-
voke a passport only after it
had granted the person involved
a hearing.

Now the State Department has
announced its new policy. Most
of the mew regulations that bar
an individual from receiving a
passport, refer to members of the
Communist Party, sympathizers,
fellow travelers, and individuals

associated with Stalinist organi-
zations.

Since this is, in the minds of
the policy makers in the State
Department, insufficient for its
purposes, two more generalized
regulations were adopted that
would give it the right to refuse
a passport.

1. To individuals, regardless of
affiliation, about - whom there is
reason to. believe, “on the balance
of all the evidence,” that their
activities or conduct abroad will
be .directed knowingly and will-
fully to advancing the Communist
movement.

2. To.individuals of a new cate-
gory established, where passports
would be issued only for a direct
and immediate return to the
United ‘States, and this too, on
the most arbitrary gréund “in or-
der to promote the national inter-
est by assuring that the conduect
of foreign relations shall be free
from unlawful interference.”

This class is to cover persons,
who are believed to be “going
abroad to engage in activities
abroad which would violate the
taws of the United States, or
which if carried on in the United
States would violate such laws de-
signed to protect the security of
the United States.”

Under these regulations, almost
anything is possible, and knowing
how the State Department has
acted through its Passport Divi-

{Continued on page ‘5)
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Builders), The defeat of the arms
cut amendment by 5.597.000 votes
to 1,450,000 shows how difficult it
is to distinguish between Bevanism
‘and ‘Stalinism on the trade umion
plane. Arthur Deakin and Sir ‘Vin-
cent Tenson both cleverly tied up
these who supported o reduction
of the arms program with the Stal-
inists who are opposed to the pro-
gram, lock stock and barrel (to
.the greater glory of the "Red™
Army).

The fact that no one raised the
issue in a clear and consistent
fashion made it easy for the trade
union bureaucrats ‘to.steamroller
the left wing again and .again.
The “level” of rearmament,
though itself of considerable im-
portance to the Trade Union
Movement, is not the fundamental
issue. The left wing unions-would
have found it easier and more
logical to .oppose not rearmament
as such but capitalist rearma-
ment. No less a person than Mr..
John. Strachey admitted in hia
pamphlet, “The Just Society,”
that as a result of the arms pro-
gram, the redistribution of in-
comg achieved by the Labor Gov-
ernment had been largely nulli-
fied.

"In 1938, after taxes had hen
paid, only £39 out of every £100
of personal incomes went {o wage
earners and £ 24 fo salary earners.
In 1950 the share of wages -had
gone up to £47 out of each £100.
The share of salary earhers was
about the same at £25." This ime
portant redistribufion of income
was made void by the gearing of
the "welfare state" to the wheel
of the capitalist arms program.

In other words, the .arms pro-
gram benefited not the wage earn--
er, but the capitalist. Had the
arms industry been nationalized,
the crushing weight of arms ex-
penditure ‘would not have fallen'
only on the backs of the working
class—the .capitalists themselves
would have “shared” the burden,
“shared” the sacrifice.

Undoubtedly, serious .socwhsts
in the trade union movement must
learn the lessons of the successive
defeats of Bevanite and Stalinist
resolutions on the arms program.
It is not armament per se that
the socialist opposes (as the Stal-
inist does in a capitalist country),
it is capitalist rearmament that
he takes exception.to.

The decision of the TUC -Coun-
cil to discontinue ‘the London :
Trades Council (Stalinist domi- ’
dated) received overwhélming :
support. Pespite the attempt to’
vefer back this ‘decision by Mr.
R. H. Edwards of. the.. Vehicle :
Builders and S. E. Maitland of *
the Electrical Trades Union, it .
was overwhelmingly ‘.defeated— °
primarily because the reference .
was Stalinist inspired. The ahso-
lutely bureaueratic sledge-ham- "
mer method used by the TUC
General .Council in dealing with -
Stalinist controlled bodies, reminds
one forcibly ‘of the methods em- -
ploeyed by the CIO and AFL in ©
the U.S.A.
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The ISL Program
in Brief

F The Independent Socialist League stands for
; socialist democracy and against the two sys-
[‘ dems of exploitation which mow divide the
world: capitalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liberalized,
by any Fair Deal“or other deal, so as to give
the people freedom, abundance, security or

new social system, in which the people own
and control the basic sectors of the economy,
-democratically controlling their own economic
and political desfinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it holds
power, is a brutal totalitarianism—a new form
of exploitation. Its agents in every country,

mies of socialism and have nothing in common
with socialism—which cannot exist without ef-
fective democratic control by the people. -

These two camps of capitalism and Stallnism
are toeday at each other's throats in a world-
wide . imperialist rivalry for domination. This
struggle can only lead to the most frightful
war in history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power. Inde-
pendent Socialism stands for building and

- strengthening the Third Camp of the peeple
against both war blocs, i

The ISL, as a Marxist movement, looks o the
‘working class and its ever-present siruggle as
-the _basic progressive force in society. The ISL
is organized to spread the ideas of socialism
in the labor movement and among all other
sections of the people. -

At the same time, Independent Socialists
‘participate actively in every struggle to bet-
ter the people's lot now—such as the fight fer
-higher living standards, against Jim Crow and
anti-Semitism, in defense of civil liberties and
the trade-union movement. We seek to join te-
gether with all other militants in the laber
movement as a left force working for the for-
mation of an independent labor party and
other progressive policies.
| The fight for democracy and the fight for
il socialism are inseparable. There can be ne
lasting and genuine democracy without seclal.
“ism, and there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner, join the
| Independent Socialist League!

INTERESTED?
Get Acquainted

i Independent Socialist League
114 West 14 Street

New York 11, New York

O I want more information about the

ideas of Indepeﬂdent Socialism and
the ISL.

O I want to join the ISL.

NAME

ADDRESS

peace. It must be abolished and replaced by a:

the Communist Parties, are unrelenting ene-
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THE FIGHT FOR RACIAL EQUALITY

By CARL DARTON

If a scientist should desire
proof that Negroes are not given
equal treatment and opportunity
in our society he need not take a
trip to the deep South nor even to
visit the colored ghettos of our
cities. He need only to glance
around the research laboratory or
the enginering department where
ke is employed. There will be hun-
dreds of white faces but probably
not a single dark one. Compara-
tively few Negroes have the op-
portunity-to aecquire a technical
education .at college level and
most industries refuse to hire
those few awvailable. Colored uni-
versities and the U. 8. Govern-
ment are the largest employers of
Negro scientists and engineers.
Driven by economic necessity
some progress can be noted in the
employment of such personnel by
industry.

Less than five years ago, The
United Office and Professional
Workers (then part of the CIO)
tried unsueccessfully to obtain em-
ployment for several Negroes in
the Engineering Department of
the Radio Corporation of America
in Camden, N. J. Job opportuni-
ties evaporated when a colored
applicant appeared. Since that
time RCA, favored by govern-
ment war contracts and plagued

by a shortage of techmical help,

has had a change of heart and em-
ployment policy.

On Sunday, August 17, the
New York Times reports that
RCA “is a large concern that has
Leen a pioneer in achieving equal-
ity of oportunity for Negro engi-
neering graduates. . . .” In the
three and one half years that
RCA Vietor has been scouting
the Negro colleges for engineer-
ing talent on the same basis that
il scouts white and non-segregat-
ed colleges, it has hired sixteen
Negro graduate engineers, nine
of them this year.”

This employment record of
RCA is not yet the pattern of
American industry. At a recent
conference other personnel man-
agers termed the RCA record
“unique” and awarded praise to
that corporation as having done
an outstanding job in opening up
industrial opportunities for Ne-
gro engineering graduates.

Negro scientists have felt keen-
ly the discrimination that exists
everywhere in their field—not
only from the employer. For ex-
ample, a Negro mathematics pro-
fessor at Fisk University wrote
a letter on this matter in the
August 10, 1951 issue of Seience.
It read in part:

""One aspect of scientific life
that seems to our department to
require more general notice is that
of  eliminating discrimination
against Negro scientists. Such dis-
crimination occurs in many ways.

Even when individual Negroes suc-
ceed in breaking through the bar-
riers of econamic, political and
academic discrimination sufficient-
ly to acquire scientific #raining,
they find employment opportuni-

ties severely restricted. In mathe- -

matics, at least, most qualified Ne-
groes who find employment com-
mensurate with their qualifications
teach in southern colleges. In at-
tempting to participate in scienti-
fic life by way of scientific so-
cieties, they become discouraged
at numerous restrictions, placed on
participation and in most in-
stances, soon desist.

It is our view that the scientific
societies with their talk of the in-
ternational character of science
must recognize its interracial char-
acter and put an end to discrimi
nation practices at meetings.”

The above was aceompanied by
a letter to the American Mathe-
matics Society & the Mathematies
Association of America, from
four members of the Mathematies
Department at Fisk University
which requested the societies to
insert in their by-laws protection
of all members to participate
fully, freely and equally in all
affairs of the organization with-
out regard to race, creed or color.

They also requested that meet-
ings, receptions, dinners should
be held only in hotels where there
ie no diserimination. This has al-
ready been done by the American
Psychological Association. The
need for such a by-law is illus-
trated by incidents which oc-
curred at a mathematics meeting
in the southeast recently.

The official program of the
meeting announced a dinner at
which the national president of
the -association would be the
speaker. Tickets were requested
b days in advance‘but were can-
celled when a telephone inquiry
revealed that the four men were
Negroes. The statement was that
no tickets would be issued to Ne-
groes. The Association could not
have the excuse that there was a
state or city law which prohibited
interracial dinners, as there were
none, Other hotels in the same
eity had held non-segregated
functions.

We hold no brief for any scien-
tist or any scientific group which
fails to practice equal treatment
of all fellow scientists of every
color, race, and creed. However,
we recognize that the greatest
barrier to Negroes in the fields of
science (as in every field) is dis-
criminatory employment. There is
not yet equal professional oppor-
tunity and the main blame lies
with the employers. We have per-
sonally seen the most belligerent-
ly socially ignorant scientists
work side by side with Negroes—
at first because they had to, and
eventually, because they wanted
to.
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(The columns of LABOR ACTION
have regularly reported on the
purges in Russia’s satellite states.
These purges reflect the Stalinist
determination to cleanse the gov-
ernments and parties of these
countries and to insure their fidel-
ity to the ruling power of the
Russiaf coalition. We are indebt-
ed to Asoka Mehta, for his com-
pilation of the following list of
those purged which appeared in
Janata, organ of the Indian. So-
cialist Party, on Aug. 8, 1952.—
Ed.)

The process of the Russification
of the regimes of the satellite
countries resulted in the purge of
71 governmental and Communist
Party leaders in 1951 alone. This
is not the first time that purges
have occurred in these .countries,
nor will it be the last. As a matter
of faet, 1952 has had its fair
share, It is characteristic of the
Stalinist totalitarian regime that

no one is beyond suspicion, no one

can be trusted, nor can mistakes
be left unpunished, for mistakes
question the infallibility of the
regime ‘and party. No differences
are tolerated because differences,
in the totalitarian lexicon, mean
opposition, opposition means trea-
son (usually deseribed as working
for the enemy), and treason must
be liquidated — physieally, ‘of
course.

“Purge” and “liquidation” are
two words, Mehta points out, that
were unknown in the working
class movement until Stalinism
made them indispensable to mod-
ern political language. It is im-
possible to speak of Stalinism
without the repetitious use of the
two terms.

Readers of LABOR ACTION are
fairly familiar with the history
of Stalinism in Russia and the
rest of the world over the past
25 years or more. It is the logie
of such a regime, as Trotsky
pointed out so many years ago,
that once violence is employed
against party leaders and mem-
bers over differences in policy and
method, once purges and liquida-
tion becomes the answer of the
ruling faction in political dis-
putes, violence and extra-legal
methods must become the normal
procedure and replace any and all
forms of democratic process in
the solution of state and party
problems.

In the Stalinist counter-revolu-
tion, these methods became the
answer to all problems. What oth-
er means exist for the totalitarian
regime? In the absence of any
form of demoecraey, and in the
case of the parties, in the absence
of congreses or conventions, au-
thoritarianism is the method of
rule,

So far as the satellite countries
are concerned, we have witnessed
a steady and progressive Russifi-
cation of their political regimes
and military arms. The GPU
dominates these countries, and
the purges represent a “natural”
Stalinist process of consolidating
power and making these countries
as “safe” as it is possible to make
them. .

Previous devotion and service
to the Kremlin are no guarantee
of‘one’s safety. So much depends
upon the demands of the moment,

‘the whims of the leadership and

its constantly changing perspec-
tives and plans, upon the “biog-
raphy” of the leaders, as to make

‘life under the Stalinist dictator-

ship an extremely tenuous thing.
The need of scapegoats for the
ever-disenfranchised masses is al-
so ever-present. To survive politi-
cally in this completely reaction-
ary and reprehensible atmosphere

‘takes on the aspeet of an art of

abjection and duplicity. The will
to survive makes it thus. Even so,
life is indeed precarious; as you
will easily- see from the list of
notable Stalinist agents who have
been removed and whose lives are

\

there is much life left ‘am
those purged.

Of the 71 government and
ty leaders purged in ‘five sate
countries, during the period
tioned, the following were
victims of Stalinist’ reward E-_ur
services rendered: 3

12 Ministers %
3 Deputy Ministers
3 General Secretaries of

Party -',-
0 District Secretaries
6 Commissars and Chaiﬁ‘-

menmen

—

T Army Generals
9 Departmental Heads
7 Members of Central Com-
mittees of Parties ;
7 Holders of Important Of-
fices, like Mayors, ete.
The charges against the individ-
uals purged bore one. They are
as dull .as the “great leader” who
invented them: betrdging’ State
secrets, being an .agent of the
West, engaging in aetivifies hos-
tile to the State, sedition, sabo-
tage, spying, Trotskyism, Tito-
ism, ete., ete., ad nauseum.

Country by ecountry, the 1951
purges reached the following
numbers in each at the summits
of the regimes:

Czechoslovakia : Twenty-ﬁve, in-
cluding Dr. Vlado Clémentis, For-
eign Minister; Rudolph Slansky,
Deputy Prime ‘Minister and Sec-
retary of the Communist Party;
Jarmila Taussigova, Member :of
Central Committee and Control
Commission, Secretary of CP in
Karlsbad; Ota Sling, Secretary of
the CP in the Brno district;
Marie Svermova, Deputy General

- Secretary of the CP; Bedrich

Reicin, Head of Military InteHi-
gence; Dr. Gustav Jusak, M.P.,

Chairman of Slovak Council .of
Commissars. A

Poland : Ten, including Wladys-
Jow Gomulka, General Secretary
of the CP., Deputy Prime Minis-
ter; Generals Tatar, Mosser,
Kirchmayer and Hermann; Mari-
an Spychalski, Deputy Defense
Minister; Jan Rozycki, Head of
Transport Commission in Cracow,
Director of Central Office for
Road Construction; Joseph Putek,
Postmaster General.

Hungary: Nine, including Gy-
ula Kallei, Foreign Minister:
Kanos Kadar, Minister for the
Interior; Sandor Zold, successor
to Kadar, member of Central
Committee of CP; Ferenee Do-
nath, Secretary to Mathias Ra-
kosi, head of the government and
the party; Dezzo Barta, Secre-
tary to the Chief of j;he Political
Police.

i
Rumania: Six, including Alex-—
andru Moghioros, Member of the
Central Committee of the CP and
its Secretariat; Alexander Bui-
can, Deputy Minister of Edueca-
tion; Nicolae Profiri, Minister for
Transport; Gheorghe Vasﬂlchl,
Minister for Petrol and Ceal in-

dustries. -~

Bulgaria: includiﬁg’

Eleven,

Manol Sekelarow, Minister of
Construction and member of Cen-
tral Committee of the CP; Petko
Kunin, Minister of- Finanee; Tit-
Tshernokolew, - Minister - ‘of

ko

Agriculture and candidate for the
Politburo of the CP; Iwan Mas-
larow, member of the Central
Committee of CP; Todor Semerd-
shiew, candidate for the Central
Committee of CP; General Slawt-
scho Trunski, leader of the Parti-
sans and Cols. Borimetschahata
and Srepolski, former leaders of
the Partisans.

Since the great wave of purges
in 1951, a new one struck at the
highest party- and state leaders
in Rumania, catching in its net
the notorious and despicable Ana
Pauker, presumed to have been
Stalin’s personal choice for leader
in that country. It included two
other party and state leaders,
Georgeseu and Luka.

Unquestionably, these three
were among the most unpopular
of the Stalinist leaders. As head
of the party and Foreign Minis-
ter, Pauker engineered the eco-
‘@émic and political subordination
of Rumania to Stalinist Russia;
her assistants, Georgescu and
Luka, were directly in charge of
economic measures that produeed
new hardships for the :people.
“Thus, in order to ward off hatred
for Russia, the main enemy of the
Rumanian “masses, the Kremlin
used its ample supply of scape-
‘goats (no individual is too great
or too small to be sac¢rificed in the
interest of Great Russia) as a
concession to the people, as well
as to strengthen an “authentic”
Rumanian government!

Behind this action, however, is
one of the most vicious of the
Stalinist - policies: anti-Semitism.
Having employed individuals of
Jewish descent in executing its
policies in the satellite countries,
Stalinism then sacrifices them to
the basest prejudices of people
who have long been nurtured on
anti-Semitism. ;" Without employ-
ing -the blatant, direct anti-Semi-

~ tic. methods, of -a Hitler, the Stal-
/ inist nevertheless subtly achieves

a result that is just as effective

- for its political purposes.

The purge of the satellite lead-
ers of Jewish descent is sufficient
to emphasize the point to the
masses: things are bad because
most of these leaders were respon-
sible and they were all Jews.

. Review of Foreign Affairs, is-

ed out of Belgrade, points out
that in the case of Rumania, the
regime made it amply clear that
Pauker, Luka and Georgescu
were Jews. The same was true in
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria
and Hungary. Thus the purges
encompassed not only the “agents
of the West,” the “saboteurs and
disruptionists,” but the “cosmo-
politans” as well. By the cosmo-
politans, it has been observed long
ago in the Stalinist campaign in-
side of Russia, were meant the
Jews who lacked sufficient nation-
alism and hence could not be
trusted as faithful supporters of
the regime.

The world Jewish organizations
have already protested, and in
vain, against the treatment of
ihe Jewish populations in the sat-
ellite countries. In Russia, the
Jews, who were truly liberated
after the revolution, have been
the worst sufferers from Stalin-
ism. The faect that there are few
or no Jews in the leadership of
the Russian state and the Russian
Stalinist Party, is of lesser im-
portance beside the faet that the
rights of Jews to have papers,
schools and cultural activities of
their own have been all but oblit-
erated. 5

It should be clear to all but the
most blind and faithful (to whom
“Btalinism is a sdlvation or new
religion) that Stalinism is not
just wrong on this or that politi-
cal question, but that the whole
system is reactionary, nationalist,
anti-socialist and therefore, rot-
ten and corrupt. An unceasing
struggle against it is indispen-
sable- in the struggle for human
freedom.
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SYL Holds Successful National School

From almost every point of
view, the SYL National Educa-
tional Institute turned out to be
a success. Conducted over three
days of the weekend of September
5th, it attracted a total of over
forty members, sympathizers and
contacts of the SYL, about one
third of them from outside of
New York City. About twenty
persons attended all of the ses-
sions regularly as full students,
with the rest partlclpatlng in one
or more sessions, The serious
character of the classes was dem-
cnstrated alike in their prompt
beginning and the stimulating
discussion which :almost always
followed a lecture.

In two lectures on the Marxian
Theory of the State, Max Shacht-
man, National Chairman of the
ISL, developed this theory and
compared it with other concep-
tions, He compared the Marxian
position with the anarchist, social
democratic and Stalinist theones
of the state, distinguishing the
political conclusions which can be
drawn from each of them. In an
inspiring ‘portrayal of the Marx-
ist goal -of the -abolition of the
state, Comrade Shachtman con-
trasted this with the growth of
the bureaucratic regimes of capi-
fsalism and ‘bureaucratic collectiv-
ism.

In a second lecture series, Al-
bert Gates, Secretary of the ISL,

discussed the major tendencies in

the economic development of
American society. Beginning with
an analysis of the economic forces
promoting the Civil War of 1860,
he described the growth of indus-
try in the post-war years, with
particular attention to the process
of concentration and trustifica-
tion, The breakdown of capitalist
stability, and the efforts made to
restore it constituted a major
part of a second lecture, together
with an analysis of the factors
promotinig and retarding the
growth of the American labor and
socialist movements, A final ses-
sion was devoted to an ‘analysis
of the economic roots of the Sec-
ond World War, a discussion of

some economie consequences of .

the war on the international and
domestic planes, and an outline
of some of the major tendencies
of the permanent war economy.
Hal Draper, the editor of LABOR
ACTION, gave a third series of lec-
tures on the historical questions
connected with the nature of Bol-
shevism as a Russian and interna-
tional tendency. Devoted primar-
ily to analysis of the Bolshevik
view of the nature of the .party
Comrade Draper showed by an
exhaustive analysis of the pre-
World War I history of the Rus-

The Handy Way
To Subscribe!

LABOR ACTION

Independent Socialist Weekly
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y.
Please enter my subscription:
[0 NEW [] RENEWAL

[0 & months at $1.00
OO 1 year at $2.00

NAME

(please print)

ADDRESS

CITY

ZONE

{ STATE

O Payment enclosed.
0O Bill me.

“sian bolshevik tendency that con-
trary to common misconceptions,
the distinguishing feature of Bol-
shevism on the question of the
party consisted in advocacy of the
free development of tendencies
within a single party, subject to
the condition that the majority
shall decide policy. Two - subse-
quent lectures were devoted to
analyzing the alternative policies
followed in the "early period of
the Communist International,
when independent parties were
formed by splits of the left wings
from different Social Democratic
parties. Comrade Draper outlined

the conditions under which this
took place, pointing out how the
role of Social Democracy made
such a break inevitable and man-
datory. At the same time, he
pointed out how the failure of
left-wingers to organize on behalf
of their own views previously left
them in a position of being unable
to capitalize upon the betrayals
of the Noskes and Scheidemans
of the Second International.

An unscheduled but neverthe-
less highly rewarding discussion
on Socialist Election Policy was
also held in place of one of the

- regularly scheduled lectures. The

THE FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY on

The Television Horrors

By MEL HACKER

The New York Post reports
that the Journal of the American
Medical Association has taken a
crack at some of television’s crime
and horror programs, noting that
they could endanger the health of
children. One TV magazine sur-
vey showed that in one week Los
Angeles stations carried 852 ma-
jor crime incidents in addition-to
innumerable saloon brawls, slug-
gings, assaults and other “minor”
acts of violence. Seventy-five per
cent of the crime deluge was on
programs for children.

The study showed that in the
'group of 53 children subjected to
horror movies and radio shows,
76 per cent showed increased ner-
vousness, 85 per cent suffered

. from sleeping disturbances, fears

were increased five-fold in 94 per
cent, and 51 per cent were found
to be nail-biters. “Up to the age
of 12, common reactions included
retiring to the mother’s bed for
comfort and reassurance, seream-
ing, pulling the bedecovers over
the head, burying the head under
a pilow or diving under the cov-
ers—there to spend an uneasy
night plagued by vivid recollec-
tions,” the Journal said.

The study showed that children
g exposed also suffered from lack
of appetite, scholastic difficulties
and increased irritability., “As
early as the seventh year it was
noted that habitual exposure of-
ten produced a callousness to the
suffering of others and an
atrophy of sympathy and compas-
sion toward those in distress.”
The Journal reported that there
is more to the problem than the
response of one- congressman to
the demand of an irate mother
that he do something about tele-
vision: “Did you ever think of
turning the damned thing off?”

Unfortunately the callous “keep
your own nose clean” attitude or
mere indifference toward the
problems and suffering of others
is not merely a children’s televi-
sion problem, it is part of the very
warp and woof of American cul-
ture. A devoted and competitive
individualism and its apathy to-
ward others: has contributed to a
{olerance of brutality and injus-
tice—in race relations and also
in the area of civil rights. The
censtant repetition of brutality
hardens a person against its real
meaning and significance. We
should not turn our backs or our
children’s backs to this stupidity
but neither must we be continu-
ously subjected to it. A parallel
of this apathy and indifference
appears in the acceptance of the
bombing of entire populations,
unthinkable not too many years
ago, now complacently accepted
as part of the natural order of
things—and the human becomes
a brute. The constant display of
brutality on television which de-
sensitizes the minds of the very
young must be opposed lest we be-

come unaware in all these mat-
ters.
®

Negroes will eat side by side
with whites at lunch counters in _
all Washington dime stores for
the first time as the G. C. Murphy
Co., last store to hold out, finally
capitulated to a campaign against
diserimination. The change in
policy was announced by the Co-
ordinating Committee for the En-
forcement of the D. €. Anti-Dis-
crimination Laws, which picketed
the store for sixteen weeks.

Victory at Murphy’s brings to
an end the campaign launched by
the committee two years ago on
the 87th birthday of its chairman,
Mrs., Mary Church Terrell, noted

Washington educator. All the ma-.

jor chain dime stores abolished
Jim Crow through the commit-
tee’s efforts. Mrs. Terrell observ-
ed, “The decision of the G. C.
Murphy Co. to cease diserimina-
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different positions which soeial-

ists might maintain were dis-""

cussed by SYLers from several
different units around the ecoun-
try.

‘The three-day series of elasses &

and discussions was. closed by a
Saturday-evening dinner where

the SYLers were treated to a

sumptuous banquet in the Chinese
style. This, together with- the al-
most continual social and sports

activities (ping pong, anyone?).. ..

which accompanied the Institute

made the entire affair a pleasur- .

able as well as educational mile-
stone in the history of the SYL.

tion. against the 300,000 colored

citizens of Washington and to
treat them .as first-class. citizens
is a wenderful victory over raee
prejudice-and a triumph of jus-
‘tice which is truly of historicai
value.”

Originally organized to ﬁght -5

for the enforcement of two 19th

century anti-diserimination laws,

the group has also .persuaded

more than 50 downtewn restau-.
rants to end Jim Crow practises.

i

This column invites the corres-

pondence ‘of readers of LABOR
AcTioN. If there are violations of

civil liberties, of the civil rights

of persons in your college or in

your area, please write to us-

about the incident and any com-
nients you may have on the mat-
ter.

to Mel Hacker, Labor Action
Hall, 114 West 14 Street, New
York 14, N. Y.

First Round in Passport Fight ——

(Continued from page 3)
sion, the “anything”
certainly qceur.

That is why, even though the
fight on the passport question,
should be based on the-inherent
democratic right of a citizen to
receive a passport on application
to travel abroad freely, the court
decision offers an individual the
opportunity to challenge any ad-

will most

Haskell Tour On

By the time this issue of LABOR
ACTION reaches you Gordon Has-
kell’s tour for the ISL will have
begun in Los Angeles, Meetings
in that area will be reported in
subsequent issues of this paper.

The Bay Area reports that sev-
eral meetings have been arranged
by the ISL and SYL for Haskell,
as well as a social and an organi-
zation meeting.

Haskell will remain on the
West Coast-until the first week of
Cctober at which time he will be-
gin his swing eastward. One
switch has 'been made in the
schedule. He will omit his stop in

Los Angeles . Dbl
Bay APEQ :........ccocoimennBegansmsmnemesiososes
......... September 29-October 5

............................... October &6-7

Seattle Area
Kansas City
Chicago Area ..

Detroit Area ...
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Philadelphia ... ...
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verse action by the State Depart-
ment.

Bearing in mind some of the
outstanding cases of passport de-
nial, one must smile at the com-
ment of a departmental spokes-
man, as reported in the New York
Times, “we are in the business of
issuing passports, not denying
them.” Well and good. We will see
what thé performance is like,

the Kansas City area and will go
instead to Wisconsin on those
dates.

The SYL units along the route
are planning a variety of meet-
ings, debates and socials for the
speaker. Together with ISL meet-
ings, Haskell’s schedule will be a
full one. It marks the opening of
the fall season for ISL meetmgs
and affairs.

Readers of LABOR ACTION are
advised to wateh for local an-
nouncements or reports in the pa-
per so they may be able to attend
all the activities arranged on this
tour.

The schedule appears below.

September 15-21.
September 22-28

.....October 10-15

..October 156-19
October 20-22 M
....October 23-24

October 26

i S A
S e R i e

Newspaper and .magazine
clippings will be welcomed. Write .

October 28 . -
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A WORLD APART, by Gustav Herling, New
Eﬁmarif.cn.Librury. 256 .pages. 35 cents.

1By ‘SAM ADAMS P

 “The list of books on Stalin’s slave camps 1S
dnhdeed a long one. It could not be otherwise.since
iit.reflects the:mass character of these camps.and
4gheir- existence as a’ deliberate state poliey.

~Theough death is ‘almost certain-in the slave:

. camps, their very size, the millions that compose

#hem, make it inevitable that one -or. more indi-
widuals, especially if they are foreigners, escape
that final end, and tell their stories. That is
swhat happened in-this instance.

. While it can be said that this young Pole’s
book “adds nothing fundamentally new to the
subject, it is one of the better books on the sub-

ject and adds considerably to our detailed knowl- -

edge -of the Stalinist system. Herling’s case in
general follows ‘much the pattern of others. He
was a young Polish student at the time the war
Pbroke out and, upon Poland’s defeat, endeavored
1o go abroad to continue the fight against the
Nazis. He was picked up crossing the Russia-
Lithuanian border. after the Germans overran
“Pgland. And then it began..

When translated into Russian, -the name
“Herling became Gerling, there being no H in
the Russian language. Since he was wearing
high leather doots which his .sister ‘had given
him, he became a Polish -officer in the minds of
the Stalinist police, -and worse, a’ relative of
Field Marshall Goering. The accusation, Her-
Jing records, read “Polish officer in the pay of
‘the enemy.” Perhaps it would be better to let
Mr, Herling tell us brieflly what happened:

. "But fortunately it did not take me .long to
‘gonyince -the interrogator that these accusa-
dions were quite without foundation, and we
were-able to dispense with them entirely. There
remained one undisputed fact—when arrested
1 had been trying to cross the frontier between
the Soviet-Union and Lithuania. Then: ‘May | ask

why -you were trying to do that?'

"'l wanted fo ﬁghi the Germans.'

"'Yes. And are you aware that the Soviet
Union has signed a pact of friendship with Ger-
many?’

"'Yes, but 1 am also aware that the Soviet
Union has not declared war on France .and Eng-
-dand.’

""That has not the slightest significance.’

o "i'hen. How. finally, does the indictment
stand?’

"'Attempting to cross the Soviet-Lithuanian
frontier in order to fight against the Soviet
‘Union."

"'Could ‘you not substitute the words
""against Germany'' for "'against the Soviet
Union.'" A blow in the face brought me back to
my senses. 'It.comes to the same thing, anyway,"
#he judge consoled me as | signed the confession
of quilt which had been placed-in front of me."”

‘What sense it made for a lone and insignifi-
cant Pole to cross into Russia in order to fight
that totalitarian and atomized police state, only
a GPU agent would try to explain. In any case,
from then on begins Herling’s “adventure” in
the land of the Good Father, Joseph Stalin. It is
a picture of the .utter wretchedness of life of
the victims of Stalinism, the foreigners, Stalin-
ist and mon-Stalinist alike, socialist and non-
socialist inhabitants of the Russian Empire,
state .and party functionaries, and ordinary
workers and peasants.

Conditions in Prison

There are the endless waiting for trial, the
endless interrogations, the endless violence,
sleeplessness, terror, and, finally, even persecu-
tion at the hands of ‘the “bezprisornye” (the
homeless and wandering young criminals- -whe

. oox eEREEey An Excellent New Book on Slave Labor |
' P LN | YE
talin's Concentration !

have become agents of :the secret police in the
prisons and camps). There .is the movement
from prison to prison under the most abominable
conditions of existence, where the individual,
accused of crimes he .could never commit, is at
the mercy of ‘the jailers and -their stool-pigeons
in the ‘cells.

Prisonn conditions aré always wunbearable
with thousands crowded into cells meant for
hundreds. This.is the period of “indeoctrination”
and “preparation”  for the more wretched life
in slave labor -camps. The Leningrad prison

. alone housed forty thousand prisoners .at one

given period. The Kresty prison with a thousand
single-person :cells,--held .about thirty people in
each. In his own prison, Herling says there were
ten thousand prisoners -and in cell No. 37, built
to hold 20 prisoners, he shared space with 70
others.

Russian political prisoners have dlways been
acutely sensitive to their surroundings. It is a
tradition that has come down from Czarist
times. They learn to communicate with each
other under. the most .severe prison persecution.
Despite the worst kind of terror and supervi-
sion, at which the Stalinist police have become
the world’s outstanding specialists, prisoners
develop great power-of intuition as to their ewn
disposition and their .own world. Thus, without
the opportunities and facilities of the -outside
observer, they have been able to make a reason-
ably close-estimate of the number of slave labor
victims of the Stalinist state.

Every 'cell, says ‘Herling, has at least one
statistician, "a scienfific investigator of -prison
life, engrossed day and night in assembling a
complicated figsaw puzzle.of sfories, scraps of

.conversation overheard in corriders, old news-

papers found in the :latrine, administrative or-
ders, movements of vehicles in the courtyards,
and even the sound of advancing and receding
footsteps in front of the gate; from these dis-
jointed observations he manages to construct a
composite picture of surrounding reality.”

It was-at Leningrad that Herling first heard

‘the hypothesis that there were between 18 to

25 miillion prisoners, deportees and slave labor-
ers in Stalinist Russia. This figure corresponds
fairly closely to the best estimates made by ana-
lysts with far better opportunities for observa-

~ tion than a prisoner in a Rpussian jail.

It was during his prison shifts that Herling
chanced upon an “Intourist” prison, which he

suggests was.probably the jail visited by Lenka

van Koerger, who wrote an enthusiastic book
about the: Russian prison system! Herling de-
scribes this jail as a beautiful, modern and
luxurious building with large windows and shin-
ing corridors which marked a “fantastic change

‘from the monastic decay characteristic of most

Russian prisons -(the best wing of the Peresyl-
ka).” There were large grilles, sliding on rails,
which took the place of doors. These gave the
illusion of complete “internal freedom and of
that particular self-discipline which men isolated
from the world evolve in order to forget their

loneliness.”

The cells were empty when he saw them, but
they were exceptionally clean, the beds had
sheets on them, there were family portraits on
bedside tables, clothes' hangers, tables with
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books, newspapers and chessman, -radios, wash-
basins, and . . . the inevitable picture -of Stalin.
But this prison is reserved for full citizens of
Russia, serving short sentences not exceeding
18 months for crimes of “petty theft,” “un-
punctuality for work,” “hooliganism” and other

.offenses against factory discipline. The prisoners

work, get wages, receive visits from their fami-
lies. One prisener calls it “our Winter Palace.”
But, this was a prison for short-term, petty
criminals who could always be counted upon for
subservience to ‘the state. For the “peliticals,”
prison life was ancther-thing -entirely. .And all
this the petty-criminal fully understood.

The Urka System

These petty criminals, called bytoviks, are
distinguished from-the ‘“‘urkas,” the hardened
criminals. They are an important part of -the
camp administration. Herling writes:

“Although in the labor camps it is possibfe
to come across bytoviks whose sentences exceed
two years, yet in the hierarchy. of the camp
these occupy an exceptional position, nearer to
the privileges of the administrative staff than
4o the status.of the average prisoner. A bytovik
becomes .an .urka only after he has served sev-
eral terms. An urka seldom leaves the camp.at
dll, but merely enjoys a few weeks' occasional
freedom, time enough to see to his. most urgent
-affgirs-and commit his next offense, The measure
of his importance in-the labor camp is.not only
the amount of years which he has spent wandcr-
ing from one camp to another and the serious-
ness of his offense, but also the size of the for-
tune which he has collected from the black mar-
ket, theft and frequently even the murder of
'byelorutchki' as political prisoners .are called
{(the word means "white hands'). . . . The urka is
an institution in the labor camps, the most im-
portant  person after the commander: .of the
quard; he judges the working capacity and the
political;orthodoxy of the prisoners of his bri-
gade, -and is often entrusted with the most re-
sponsible functions, assisted if necessary by a
technical expert without the urka's camp experi-
ence. . . . To these men the thought .of freedom
is as repugnant as the idea of the labor canp
to .a normal person.”

Herling himself was sent to the Yercevo sec-
tion of the Kargopol labor camp near Archangel,
The prisoners of this lumbering area containing
a large timber industry, had more than enough
work to do. Work began at five-thirty in the
morning and lasted throughout the long cold day
for at least eleven hours a day, the official work-
day in this camp, but usually twelve hours. All
of life in this camp as in the-hundreds of others,
is under the supervision of the GPU, which not
only runs the camps, but insures a continuous
supply of laborers through its special section.

Life in this camp as in all others consisted
of an endless labor, a starvation diet and brutal
supervision, which meant death to so many in-
mates. The labor supply is always renewed and
there is a constant cycle of coming and going (fo
their death) of prisoners.

Herling himself finally was freed because
Hitler turned on his erstwhile ally and Stalin
became a great warrior for freedom and democ-
racy. He was released from the camp after the
signing of an agreement between the Polish gov-
ernment in London and the Russian, made his
way from beyond the Urals to Russia, joined up
with a Polish unit and finally found himself
crossing the Caspian Sea to Persia and freedom
from Stalinist Russia.

Two Stalinist Liars .

Two .interesting appendices close the book.x
One is a protest -against the charge that slave
labor camps exist in Russia by none other than
Mr. Alexei Stakhanov, the man who set the pace :
for the murderous speed-up of the Russian
workers. Mr. Stakhanov attacks Herling by de-
nying outright the latter’s charge of slave labor,
saying he is one of ‘the slanderers who “revive

~{Continued bottom of next page)
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The “Dark Continent” of Africa is no longer a
secret, unknown area of the world—the subject of exotie,
mysterious and fearsome movies. For some years now it
has been known that this great land mass, almost as
large as North America and Europe together, contained
enormous natural resources of almost incalculable wealth.
While the imperialism of the capitalist powers opened

" up the Continent in the last century and the early decades
of this- one; it took the demands of two world wars to
assess the true value of Africa. For the big powers- in
their insatiable hunt ‘for strategic raw materials and
new riches to exploit have found Africa a seemingly in-
exhaustible supply-source.

The powers are engaged in a hasty program of ex-
ploitation and the “Dark Continent” is quieckly becoming
as well known and thoroughly explored as- any other.
No wonder, that U. S. News & World Report writes
that: “Afriea, south of the Sahara, is caught-up in a
dazzling economic boom. Skyscrapers are rising in new
cities withinmearshot of the tom-toms of the jungle sav-
ages. Modern railways and ports are being built in a
hurty. There is a rush to invest billions of dollars-in the
development of Africa, a rush in which the United- States
is playing a' major role.”

The following: chart conveys better than any writing
why this boom'lias occurred with such intensity. and haste.
he continent of Afriea contains:

100 per cent off the world’s Pyrethrum
99 per cent of the world’s Columbium
98* per cent of the world’s Industrial Diamonds
90 per cent of the world’s Uranium
80 per cent of the world’s Cobalt
75 per cent of the world’s Sisal
70 per cent: of the world’s Palm Oil
69 per cent of the world’s Cocoa
66 percent- of  the world’s Chromite:
52 per cent of the world’s Gold
25 per- cent of the world’s Manganese
20° per cent of the world’s Tin
20" per cent of the world’s Copper

It should be immediately apparent that in this atomic
age,. any. land containing uranium would be coveted .by
the powers preparing for a new war. Cobalt is of almost
equalt importance,. since it is used in the manufacture of
jet: propulsion engines. And the same is true of such
strategic matertals as industrial - diamonds, eolumbium’
and chromite; and the vast stores of copper, manganese,
tin and- iron ore.

The presence of this great wealth explains the present
feverish economic activity and: the struggle for control of
Africa. This: struggle produces a political complex that
is fraught with great danger for the Western powers.
As matters stand now, Great Britain, the United States,
France,. Belgium, et al. have a strong advantage over
Russia and its satellites. But it is an advantage that is
extremely tenuous since political factors—a mass revolt
of the native population of 150 million Negroes for free-
doga and. independence—could well destroy that advan-
tdge. And that is why the present course of the Malan
government in the Union of South Africa has caused so
much concern to the Western bloe.

It will be hard to fasten blame for any difficulties in
Africa  upon the more extreme racist policies of the re-
actionary Afrikanders. For as U. S. News points out,
“. . . the boom in Africa is a white man’s monopoly. . . .
Negro' Africa is a strange mixture. Millions of natives
have self-government and are to get full independence,
Millions more still live in abysmal poverty with no po-
liticai rights at all’ under the law of ‘white supremacy.’”

(Cantinued from page 6)

the old tale about forced labor in the USSR....”

This denial which appeared in the British
Tribune in: 1948, was followed by another in the
Manchester Guardian in 1949 written by A.
Trainin, D.Sc., “Honored Worker of Science,
Corresponding member of the Academy of
Sciences of the USSR, Vice President of the In-
ternational Association of Demoecratic Lawyers,”
who asserted, quite in contradiction to the naive
and ignorant Mr. Stakhanov, that

“ ‘Sentences of from three to more years are
service in CORRECTIVE LABOR CAMPS.
This shows that only persons serving sentences
or more than three years for grave offenses are
maintained in camps (this of course is untrue—
S. A.). ... In the USSR the entire penitentiary
system REVOLVES ON LABOR. LABOR IS A
NECESSARY ELEMENT IN THE CAMP
CORRECTIVE SYSTEM. NATURALLY, A
TERM IN THE CORRECTIVE CAMP MEANS
DEPRIVATION OF FREEDOM . .. IN THE
CORRECTIVE LABOR CAMPS WORK IS
COMPULSORY ONLY IN SO FAR AS THE
RE-EDUCATION AND CORRECTION OF

THE OFFENDER IS COMPULSORY. LABOR

Is it any wonder that a reactionary, totalitarian, but
anti-capitalist movement like Stalinism makes headway
in Africa as well as other parts of the world, where the
native, colonial world is heightening its struggle for na-
tional freedom and independence? The racist policies of
the West only in part explain the hostility of the Negro
peoples of Africa. Behind this strong factor are even
more power-economic- causes for dissatisfaction and re-
bellion. The indignities which the native population suf-
fers at the hands of white overlords are made worse be-
cause they are accompanied with severe economic ex-
ploitation and the enrichment of foreign oppressors and
usurpers: of the continent.

The picture, of course, is an uneven orie. Some of the

countries are better off” than others; the: conditions of

the Negro populations therefore differ too.. Each- country
reflects a specific type of foreign exploitation and: vary-

ing' internal economie, political and social conditions:

Nevertheless the community of interests of the  African
peoples asserts itself in an- overriding desire for na-
tional freedom. U. S. News provides us with a once-over
lightly digest of conditions in these countries. Even such
a treatment provides a sufficient picture of an Afriea
under imperialist domination.

The Belgian Congo: This country is described as rep-
resenting the “middle way” policy between outright free-
dom and’outright repression. “It is a paternalistic bright

spot in Africa,” says U. S. News. Why? Only because-

the powers step gingerly in a country containing the
world’s._'lzggest deposits of uranium ore. The United
States, which takes most of the output, pays well and
provides the means for a higher share of the country’s
wealth to the natives. The Congo also contains three-
quarters of the ‘world's cobalt, and it has vast reserves
of diamonds, manganese ore, tin, copper and zine.

In the vast exploitation of the country, producing
as. it dees such enormous wealth, and in the fear of
native dissatisfaction and: rebellion, heightened by the

suecesses of the colonial peoples: in gther parts: of the.

world, the Belgian rulers are careful to increase the
share of the natives in the current prosperity. Officially,
there are an 8-hour day, the highest minimum-wage law
in- Africa, housing projects; and a policy which bars the
import of white labor that would quickly displace Negro
workers. The Belgian Congo is the “bright country,” but
even so: “There are no political rights for the 10 million
Congolese, some 90 per cent of the population.”

French Africa: This area south of the Sahara is 14
times as large as France and contains. 30 million people.
There is great wealth in this country that is as yet
largely untapped: The French, notoriously vicious colonial
rulers, are a little more careful in Africa. Any revolt
could well destroy French holdings, since the imperialist
power has already shown in Indo-China that without
American help, she could not carry on the war to main-
tain her empire. Here French policy is “based on the
assimilation of a native elite.” Educated  in France, this
elite loses its contact with the native population, and
the calculated policy of the French: rulers falls short of

" the mark. The increase of French investments to' develop

the economy of the country has not stopped the native
population from “clamoring  for the kind of economic
benefits enjoyed by the Congolese and the political free-
dom given natives in British Nigeria and-the Gold Coast.”

Nigeria and the Gold Coast: Nigeria alone is larger
than Texas and Oklahoma combined. Both countries have
enormous natural wealth. They supply half of the world’s
cocoa beans. Gold Coast is rich in bauxite, necessary in
the manufacture of aluminum, while Nigeria contains
high-grade uranium deposits. “second to that in the

" Congo.” The latter has almost all the columbium in the

world, indispensible for an alloy of steel in jet engines
and gas turbines. Both of these countries have native

lin's Concentration Camps — —

OF THE €ONVICTED PERSON 1S REGI-
MENTED.” (Emphasis mine—S. A.)

There follows a typical Stalinist method of
comparison with the prison system of the West,
which: is, of course, unfavorable since prisoners
in the West are confined to jail while in Russia
a slave laborer lives in the open (!) doing use-
ful work!

“A World Apart” makes a terrible impact
upon the reader. Only a eriminal, rotten and
brutal police regime could reduce mankind to
the vicious life of the slave labor camps. Only
an inhuman, anti-socialist state, a state based
on violence and terror as political policy and on
the background of a low cultural level, could re-
duce the torture of men to a science. And this
is the regime that is called socialist by the men
who dominate it and by its supporters all over
the world. By others, it is called a workers’
state, even though degenerated—to some a great
deal, to others, a little. And to another large
school of cynics, to whom power is the most
attractive thing in the world, Stalinist Russia
is a progressive state because it nationalizes
economy, even though nobody benefits from it
but the new bureaducratic ruling class!

LE FOR A
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governments and a fair measure of political _rights;
though colonialism still' dominates the areas. -British
policy here, in contrast to other areas of the continent;
is predicated on maintaining close ties with these ricH
countries, in preference to a complete loss of thems
through rebellion. The British hope to remain on' good
and close terms with Nigeria by a. policy of a “friendly
end of colonialism.” U. S. News quotes one British-officiaF
to the following effect: “British imperialism is quietly
slitting its own throat’ in. West Africa. There will be
trouble. The natives-lack experience. But, in the end; we
will keep friends we coulil not hold by force of arme’”?
}’ll‘here, in a nutshell, is the explanation for British poHcy

ere. : 3

All of British Africa is “a hodge-podge of protector~
ates, territories; trusteeships and. colonies in various
stages of self-government and the lack of it.” They ‘make
up an area two-thirds the size of the United States and
with 57 million peeple exceed the population of Greab
Britain by a third. ;

¥

These countries are also rich in.resources. The British
have endeavored to develop them separately. In the moré
favorable climate for whites in East Africa, British: set-
tlers have become gentleman farmers who rule the areas;:
Thus, the “top problem for Britain in Africa is politieal,”.
Jhinks the aforementioned review. There is good reasom
for this partially correct estimate, as we shall see.

British East African Territories: “Some 200,000
whites of British origin,” says.U. S. News, “own the
land and run the mines. The 25 million Negro natives
have few rights and share little in- the current boom:
Former Prime Minister Clement Attlee has just visited
East Africa to look into the desire of'its white rulers for
confederation and: self-rule, limited to whites.” Not "ye‘ﬁ'
strong enough to reach out for independence, or capablé
of achieving it presently, the natives here “are opposing
self-government for the whites.” They apparently prefer
to take their chances for the time Heing with the protees
tion of the British Colonial Office rather tham the ex=
pleiters and oppressors at hand.

Portuguese Africa: Portugal, like France, offers citi-
zenship in the home country to an elite. “But, a& in
French Africa, the elite are few. Government is managed
by whites. Profits from sisal, -coffee, sugar, palm oil,
chrome and asbestos go to whites. Native living standards
are low in both Portuguese Angola and Mozambique.” .
Remember, too, low on an African standard and not a
European or American! - -

- The situation in the Union of South Africa is better '
known and there is no point in going into that situation’
here (see article in this issue of LABOR AcTION). In any.
case, it is easy to see the economic and political factors. '
at work in this immense continent, weighed down b];i
imperialism, fore'ign_- exploitation and political rule. With
the most general social* progress produced by current
economic developments, the desire of the native populas
tion for national freedom,. economic and. political; will
surely develop into.a tremendous groundswell that cannot
but end in a smashing of -the imperialism of a dying:
economic order. Stalinism, no doubt, will do its dirty work
of exploiting the African situation, but those rﬁ'ak—ing"
that possible are the imperialists now looting the conti-
nent. :

Indignation: from the Western. powers will be un=
availing, for the conditions in Africa require no agitators
to awaken the native peoples. Their restiveness, their
rapidly growing demands for national economic and po-
litical freedom is as natural to these conditions as the
climate to their land. '

Africa is a fitting answer to that large body off"
“thinkers” who have digeovered. that impertalism, as a
result of the Second World ‘War has either disappeared®,
or taken on such new forms as to require an entirely new
designation, as though the term meant only the vio]le-nt'2
suppression of colonial peoples and not the whole com--
plex of economie, political, social and military oppression:
of hundreds of millions: of people. It would perhaps be
an idle dispute to argue: this question’ in New York City-
or London. But we are certain that the natives of Africa
would give these theorists a fitting reply on the meaning:-
of imperialism. 3
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{Continued from page 1)
decades old), Republican Progres-
sives, Socialists, Farmer-Labor-
ites and Stalinists. None of these
parties, whether permanent or
temporary election organizations,
made an important mark in na-
tional elections and did not seri-
ously threaten the precincts of
the two major parties.

Why has.no minority party—
or parties — developed into a
threat against the two-party sys-
tem? “The answer lies mainly,”
said Prof. Burns, “in the nature
of our electoral system, which re-
lentlessly keeps third parties out
of power.” Given this electoral
system, third parties have faced
three alternatives, “to be swal-
lowed up by a major party, to go
on merely as a propagandsa group,
or to fade away.”

PARTIES DIFFERENT TODAY

The reason given, however, does
not happen to be the main reason.
In saying this, there is no intent
to underestimate the significance
of the above analysis. Yet, though
the electoral system in this coun-
try has hardened into an obstacle
to future democratic progress
and become the means of the
monopolization of polities in the
hands of the two main parties,
the original reason for its per-
petuation lies elsewhere. If the
period of the Reconstruction had
created conditions for the devel-
opment of a third party repre-
senting the interests of the broad
masses of the country, the elee-
toral system would have been al-
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tered by the people and by the
inexorable pressure of political
events.

The Republican Party arose as
the party of progress in - the
United States when it led the
struggle against slavery. Under
the leadership of Lincoln, it se-
cured the premises for the future
and astounding capitalist develop-
ment of the United States and
destroyed forever the slavoecracy
as the obstacle to economic, po-
litical and social advance. Thus it
embraced all sthe classes in the
North and appeared before the
country as the party of the fu-
ture, .

The Democratic Party remain-
ed in the hands of the Seuthern
ruling class, and after the Civil
War reached its lowest depths be-
cause it was identified in the
minds of the great majority of
the people as the party of reac-
tion and retrogression.

However, in the prodigious ad-
vancement of modern capitalism in
the United States, from 1870 on-
ward, which began almost imme-
diately as a ruthless, monopolistic
system, the Republican Party be-
came the unconcealed representa-
tive of the new and powerful ex-
pleiting and oppressive bour-
geoisie and the beginning of the
revivification of the Democratic
Party was assured. The Demo-
cratic Party thus reappeared in
strength on the basis of a coali-
fion between the #radition-bound
Southerners and the people of the
urban centers of the North,

The Republican Party won al-
most every national election from

1860 on (the Democrats elected .

cnly two presidents between 1860
and 1932), not because it was in-
- -nately superior to the Democratic
Party, but because it rode the
waves of unending economic prog-
ress of American capitalism. It is
true that under its political lead-
ership this capitalist devélopment
was ushered in and once the eycle
commenced it was sufficient to
carry this party of mediocrities
onward. Prosperity stood as a
barrier to Democratic victory,
though the party itself recouped
a great deal of its strength.

BRITAIN AND AMERICA

The same forces which barred
the way of the Democratic Party
to political power more certainly
precluded the development of a
powerful radical third party in
opposition to the existing two.
Even though there was no lack of
minority parties during this ex-
tended period, the situation was
somewhat analogous to that of
Great Britain, where the Con-
servative and Liberal Parties bat-
tied it out for some years before
the Labor Party arose as a pow-
erful force. In Great Britain,
however, the decline of capital-
ism, which resulted in a sharp
delineation of class interests, di-
viding the country into a reac-
tionary conservative bourgeoisie
and a dissatisfied, militant work-
ing class, saw the gradual eclipse
of the Liberal Party, and the
emergence of a two-party system
of sorts. The difference between
Great Britain and the United
States, however, is more clearly

established by the fact that while

the two parties in the former are
“separated by class lines, by con-
“flicting social and economic pro-
grams which bear on the social
order itself, in the United States
both parties are capitalist, the one
conservative, the other a peculiar-
ly constituted reformist coalition.
In any case, the possibility for
the emergence of a successful
third Labor Party in Great Brit-
ain was more favorable because
the British electoral system is a
far more democratic one than the
American. Even so, a mass Labor
Party in the United States could
force an electoral reform by its
very power. For if there is noth-
ing really sacrosanct about the
two-party system, there is cer-
tainly nothing sacrosanet about
the obstruectionist electoral laws
instituted in the last twenty to
twenty-five years by a combine of
self-seeking and self-perpetuating
politicians of both major parties.
The point is, that no matter how

difficult such a task would_be, it
could be done. Undoubtedly, tra-
ditional and emotional obstacles
stand in the way. It is only neces-
sary to get rid of the idea that
abolition of the two-party system
is something alien or un-Ameri-
can in order to begin this long
overdue task.

As matters stand now, the two
major parties are something guite
different from what they once
were. The Republican Party has
long ceased to be the party of
progress in the United States. It
is the conservative and reaction-
ary party of +American capital-
ism. The Demoeratic Party is a
contradictory coalition of the re-
formist and sometimes radical
elements of the North, “interna-
tionalist” capitalists and the most
reactionary elements of the na-
tion, the professional politicians
of the Southern ruling class.

If the story is true that Roose-
velt and Willkie once met in
Washington in 1944 to plan a re-
alignment of forces by the cre-
ation of a new party which would
include the progressives of both
parties so that a genuine division
would be created between the two
political streams in bourgeois
politics, this only illustrates the
main contention of this article.

The world and national objec-
tive conditions are gradually but
unmistakably forcing a more ac-
curate political division in the
United States. It may: take the
form first of a division between
the conservative bourgeoisie and
the reform elements backed by la-
bor and the lower middle classes.
It can take the form of three ma-
jor parties, paralleling the Brit-
ish experience. Or, it can, given
certain economic and political de-
velopments here and abroad, take
the form of a sharp class division
in political parties.

REALIGNMENT INEVITABLE

The slow pace of this develop-
ment, the fact:that labor finds
itself more firmly than ever in
one of the two capitalist parties,
may blur the objective tendencies
in American life, but it cannot
efface them. For, if class, section-
al and economic conflicts, indis-
tinct or sharp as they may have
been, expressed themselves
through the two major parties up
tc now, we are swiftly moving to-
ward objective conditions which
will no longer make that possible.
The future of the two major par-
ties is identified with capitalism
and imperialism: the future of
the overwhelming majority of the
people is identified with socialist
progress, There is nothing in the
history of this country, or the his-
tory of politics, that guarantees
the existence of either of the two
major parties. Major parties have
gone down to hopeless defeat be-
fore; they can again.

The point to bear in mind is that
a lasting, decisive and principled
political change of genuine pro-
gressive (in the last analysis, so-
cialist) character in the United
States cannot take place within
the two major parties. Such a
change can and may begin inside
one of the parties, but its develop-
ment and success depends upon a

genuine independent development-

of American labor politics as the
first step toward social emancipa-
tion. This is recognized not only by
the conservative labor bureau-
cracy in this country, but by the
most able of the bourgeois politi-
cians. That explains to no little
degree why such heavy emphasis
is placed upon the fradition of the
fwo-party system and why such
vigorous and really vicious propa-
ganda is carried on against the
very idea of a third, independent
party of labor.

Leaving that aside for the mo-
ment, the fact is that the two-
party system as a conception is
fundamentally reactionary be-
cause it presupposes that eco-
nomic, political, social—and there-
fore ideological—differences must
by some law of nature be confined
to two parties and no others. It is
in essence undemocratic because
it opposes the formation of and
seeks to prevent the growth of
new parties by oppressive election

laws and by a confining electoral
system. The argument against a
multiple party system is bureau-
cratic and narrow. New parties
arise not because of malevolent
politicians. They express the
surge of powerful social forces
and of political need, either of
broad and relatively permanent
significance or extreme forces of
the moment.

FOR A LABOR PARTY

Prof. Burns writes that “we
need not mourn their [third par-
ties] passing. The two-party sys-
tem offers many advantages. The
chief of these is the power and
stdbility it ean impart to govern-
ment.” Although this. virtue is
somewhat cancelled-out later by
the professor’s deseription of the
impasse of the present two-party
system, what he says is im part

true. But the advantages of the

system and the power and stabil-
ity it imparts redounds to the ad-
vantage of the interests which the
two parties represent and to the
security which it conveys to-its
leaders and functionaries. Cer-
tainly not to the final interests of
the people, with which the system
is so often in conflict.

The monopoly of political power
by the two-party system parallels

Is the Two-Party System Sancrosanct? — —

the monopolistic character of
American capitalism. Just as %g&s

talitarian tendencies are inherent -

in monopoly capitalism, so they
are in monopoly politics. We ought -
to remember that Hitler and Mus-
solini and Franco denounced mul-
tiple parties as the expression of
an excessive and rotten democ-
racy. The distance between a bu-
r atic ption of politics

and a totalitarian one is not great. .

All that is required to push them
together Is a complex of social
events such as existed in the fas
cist countries. !

A new party, a labor party,
would certainly imply a break
with a certain kind of tradition.
What of it? The New Deal was a
break with tradition. The election
of Willkie would certainly have
violated a long tradition of Re-
publicanism which: gave this coun=
try such uninspired inferiors as

. Grant, Garfield, Hayes, Harrison,

McKinley, Harding, Coolidge and

Hoover. When tradition becomes
reactionary and a brake on prog- -
ress, it is necessary to alter t -
tradition. The formation of 2 M.

bor party in the United States
would begin a new tradition that
could only lead to the progress of
society and the elevation of man
in the social changes that it must
inevitably initiate.

Ike Helps McCarthy — —

(Continued from page 1)

two-bit hooligan senator from
Wisconsin, Eisenhower answered,
yes. To mollify many of his horri-
fied supporters, Eisenhower then
proceeded to defend Gen. Mar-
shall against the attacks of Me-
Carthy, and: his friends. The New
York Times, however, remained
shocked by this rather base piece
of politics.

The worried McCarthy quickly
took advantage of the endorse-
ment by Eisenhower. He immedi-
ately announced that he* was go-
ing down the line for the General
and would support him all the
way thus riding the Eisenhower
bandwagon among GOP voters.

Many “progressive” Republi-
cans had hoped that when Eisen-
hower spoke about carrying out
a great “crusade” for the highest
office in the land, he meant also
that - he would . carry the fight
against the most reactionary ele-
ments in the party, and specifi-
cally, Senators McCarthy, Jenner,
Kem, Ecton, Bricker, et al. The
MeCarthy endorsement should
have disillusioned them. But they
apparently die hard. In any case,

‘following the McCarthy affair, an

ever-loving peace pact was ar-
ranged with the Taft machine in
Ohio, though not yet with Taft,
and a great camaraderie estab-
lished between Ike and Bricker.

This week, Eisenhower moved
into Indiana to urge the GOP
voters to support every Republi-
can candidate in the state assert-
ing that he would ask “voters to
support the entire Republican
ticket from top to bottom at every
stop in every state I visit.” The
entire Republican ticket in Indi-
ana, for example, included the
notorious Senator William E. Jen-
ner, who is having a tough fight
for re-election. Jenner has been
called Indiana’s Joe McCarthy. If
there is any difference between
the two it is that Jenner is less
influential, if not mere vile. It
was he who called Eisenhower’s
friend and military sponser, Gen-
eral Marshall, “a living lie.” But
with the customary display of
great principle, which marks his
crusade, Gen. Tke has swallowed
Jenner and apparently likes it
too. Jenner, who opposed almost
everything the General advocated,
now gave a promise in advance,
that he would support every pro-
posal that Eisenhower, if elected
president, would make to Con-
gress. No man has a right to ex-
pect any greater devotion.

And so it will go, as the cam- '

paign becomes more intense and

we get closer to Nov. 4th. By that

time, it will be clearly revealed

that the anti-Taft Republicans

who engineered the nomination of

Eisenhower, bought themselves a
pig-in-the-poke. For the difference
between him and Taft is that he
is less able, less knowing, and less
certain. He outdistances the Ohio
senator only in that he is a more
confused man, utterly without ex-
perience or qualification.

The campaign thus far has re-
vealed that Eisenhower did not
quite understand what he meant
by carrying on a “crusade” on the
basis of “hard principles.” The.
crusade and the hard principles
have been revealed as being mere-
ly the overweening ambition of
an unqualified politician to be-
come the president of the United
States.

Beyond ' the Mississippi River,
Governor Stevenson, suave, witty
and sarcastie, is making a heroic
attempt to become known to the
voters of the country. He is tB¥-
ing, as are his likes, to keep the
campaign on a “high level” of a
discussion of issues. These he
spells out largely in the tradition
of the New and Fair Deals, with
some peppery additions of his
own. By the tenor of his remarks
on Labor Day, to the farmers of
Minnesota and to the voters of the
West, he may earn the title of
the middle-of-the-road or square
dealer. '

The campaign will undoubtedly
get a little warmer as the days
go on. Eisenhower now threatens
to name names! Stevenson an-
nounces that his patience is being
tried by the unfair attacks made
on him as a candidate. If the two
candidates have not yet removed
their gloves, they are unbuttoned
and sliding off their hands. There
will be angrier voices and the
cam}?aign will begin to resemble
previous ones, -
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