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‘By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, June 21 — The
long-awaited decision on the
discharge of two suspected
Stalinists from the Chrysler
Corporation was announced
this week by the umpire des-
ignated under the UAW-CIO
Chrysler contract.
Both minor officials in-
- volved were ordered rein-
stated by David Wolff, the
umpire, in deciding on a
- grievance filed by the UAW-
CIO in behalf of the two per-
sons. _ _
The twe individuals were
Paul Henley; a chief steward
at the Dodge Nine Mile #lant,
and-Edith Van Horn, chief
steward at the Dodge main
plant. Henley was the object
of a walkout and demonstra-

Detroit Vigilantes May
-+ Be Cooled Off by Ruling

tion during the week of hys- _

teria created by the House
Un-American Activities
Committee. He and Edith
Van Horn were named as ac-
tive members of the Commu-
nist Party that week.

UAW MAY STIFFEN

Chrysler ostensibly fired
them that week for passing
out literature in their plants.
Van Horn did pass out a
leaflet blasting the House
Committee and defending
herself,

The charge against Henley -

was pure fabrication, as tes-

timony showed. He wasn’t

even. in the plant when the
‘Teaflets were being distribut-

ed. As a result, he was rein-
stated with back pay to
March 3, the day he was dis-
charged. -

(Continued from page 3)
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ON THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE KOREAN WAR—

US. Threats to Extend

War Arouse Allies’ Fears

By L. G. SMITH

]

The stepping up of military action by the United States
on the second anniversary of the war in Korea indicates
that the American government has adopted a new policy in
the conflict. They are seeking to force a rapid conclusion
of a true on their own terms through the application of
large-scale military pressure, accompanied by the virtually
open threat that if no truce is concluded the United States
stands prepared to extend the war—to the territory of
Stalinist China. This is clearly the interpretation placed on

the most recent events by sources close to the administra-

tion, and by both major parties in Britain.

Korea, the American forces
launched the -most concen-
trated air attacks of the war
on power plants directly
across from the Manchurian
border. These plants supply

“On the eve of the second anniversary of the fighting in

Manchuria with much of its

electric power. At the same time,
ground troops launched one of the
strongest limited offensives since
the truce negotiations stabilized
the front in Korea. These military

il

By J. M. FENWICK

to it.

them, rests basically upon
the Stalinists’ anti-landlord-
ism and their opposition to
capitalist imperialism — in
sum, their anti-capitalism.

This is, of course, supple-
mented by a tightly-knit or-
ganization chipping away
daily among the prisoners
2 and freely employing mur-
=™ der, violence, and intimida-
- tion. '

Nor is United States pres-
tige bolstered by the living
representative of “Western
democracy’’ incorporated in
the personal regime of Syng-

causing Washington so much

man Rhee, who is currently -

It would seem to be the fate of even the observer fully
aware of the fundamental and inherent limitations of capi-
talist ideology to be periodically and wearily surprised at
the inability of the United States political leadership to
exploit even the small but definite opportunities available

The Koje Island prisoner-of-war camp incidents, for ex-
ample, provided nothing but one resounding political victory
after another for world Stalinism.

The ability of the Stalinists to influence the North
Korean and Chinese prisoners, and, conversely, the inability
of the United States to make any serious inroads among

embarrassment. Asia,
State Department set must
be tentatively postulating
these days, may find some-
thing more than a former
Princeton man historically
necessary.

NO POLITICAL SAVVY

Beyond all this, however, it must
be recorded that despite a series
of stinging lessons in recent years,
neither the military nor the State
Depariment yet really grasps that
Stalinism wins primarily on politi-

* cal grounds and has to be contest-

ed on that plane, Every new turn
of events evokes a new crisis for

the U. S. political and military ~
leaders. From this point of view,

the

LSRR YN e SRR T S SR ST ST

Koje: Victory for the Stalinist Camp,
Symbol of the U.S. Military Mind

for example, the British display a
much keener understanding of the
nature of the contemporary world.

Stalinist military leaders on all
levels from ‘non-coms right up to
the topmost staff officers have re-
ceived a thorough political edu-
cation which they utilize, for bet-
ter or for worse, according to
their native abilities.

MISFITS

U. 8. officers, as a whole, bring
to problems only military-techni-
cal solutions. Even a more (we
cringe while using the adjective)
“advanced” type such as Eisen-
hower -daily demonstrates in the
campaign for the Republican
nomination an abysmal ignorance
about political matters of a most
elementary factual order—not to
speak of questions of a more
theoretical nature. It is only the
cynicism and charity of a press
generally sympathetic to Eisen-
hower which has prevented his
being pulled apart straw by straw
and revealed as the limited man

" he is.

Under such circumstances it is
not to be expected that generals
detailed to command PW camps,
one of the most menial jobs with-
in a system where the direct com-
mand of combat troops is the most
sought-after post, will exhibit po-
litical sensitivity of a high order.
In faet, anyone conversant with
the sociology of the army brass

L 3

‘actions were ‘accompanied by a

knows that it is a near certainty
that the generals
placed in charge of the camps
were misfits whom the brass
either did not care to assimilate
or did not know how to assimi-
late.

SETTING THE SCENE

That such Iypes- could allow the
Stalinists to organize the camps
themselves is not hard to under-

- stand. It was a course whith prom-

ised to relieve the brass of a lot
of administrative detail. Such a
policy of laissez-faire is all the
more comprehensible since the pol-
icy from above was obviously a
compound of unawareness, tradi-
tional American democracy, and
a desire not to provoke unfavor-
cble incidents. In bureaucratic in-
ertia doubtlessly lay the explana-
tion for the continuing existence
of large, unwieldy compounds.
Other potential sources of trouble
lay in the relatively few United
States troops available for PW
work, and the utilization of trig-
ger-happy South Korean personnel.
This set the scene from one side.
The Stalinists, of course, no
matter what the situation they
find themselves in, are perma-
nently on the alert to create po-
litical capital. Their chance came
in February of this year when
the United States began to screen
the captives to separate those who

(Tura teo last page)
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series of statements by high mili- -~
tary and civilian officials which
con only be described as threats
that unless a truce setilement is
arrived at, the United States is
prepared to resume large-scale
fighting, and to extend “the war to
Chinese territory. i
The strong Allied reaction to
the massed bombing of the elee- .
tric plants was used by Secretary
of Defense Robert A. Lovett-as
the occasion to clearly inform the L
Stalinists, the American people y
and the allied governments. that = !
the United States-assumes the au-
thority, and will use it, to launch ;
air attacks across the Manchu- i
rian border in the event of *“an
emergency.” Lovett went on to
gay that in the event of such an
emergency, the TUnited Stafes
would not have to consult with
other UN governments involved
in the war before launching such
an attack, :

Warnings ‘.

At the same time both com-
manding generals of the UN
troops in Korea made statements
expressing the readiness of their .
troops to meet any Stalinist of-
fensive. General Mark Clark
placed responsibility ‘“for peace
or war” solely op the shoulders
of the Stalinists, and stated that :
if the Stalinists should choose _
war, “we are ready.” General Van = -
Fleet, in command of the Eighth _ =
Army, has stated earlier that =
morale among the UN troops is
“high—almost to a point of wish- .
ing the enemy wogld attack,” and
that if the enemy were foolish
enough to do this, they would be
defeated.

After the new air attack, Van
Fleet got even more cocky: “We
hope he [the enemy] comes. We
would pile him up on the [barbed]
wire and maybe end the war.” =

A-Bomb Coming?

The confidence of the American
generals in the military capabili-
ties of their force is based on their
possession of tactical atomic :
weapons which will be brought
into play in the event majer war-
fare is resumed. This was disclosed
by Marquis Childs in his national
column carried in the Los Angeles
Daily News on June 11. He wrote
that "tactical atomic weapons are -
ready for almost immediate use in
Korea,” that a Stalinist attack = =
would be "followed af once by UN
bombing of Communist airfields be-
yond the Yalu river boundary."
and +that “such bombing would
very probably be with the same
tactical atomic weapons.” =
The stepping up of milita
(Tura to last page)
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 Police Scandal Still ollmg in Los Anyeles

By MALCOLM KIRK

LOS ANGELES, June 20—
This week a new -develop-
ment took place in the Los
JAngeles police-brutality sit-
uation. Last March the bru-
tal methods utilized by seem-
ingly large sections of this city's
“finest” were given wide publicity
because of the Rios-Ulloa - case
and the unique set of circum-
“stances wh:ch surrounded it. The
support given this case by labor
and liberal organizations made it
possible for many other cases of
brutality to come to light. LaBor
ACTION . gave wide coverage: to
these events in its issues of April
7 and 21.

This week’s news involves the
most shocking and widely pub-
licized case, the “Bloody Christ-
mas” case, in which seven youths
were beaten into insensibility
“until the floors were slippery
with blood,” by over 15 cops; also,
the little mentioned case of a GI
who died in an army ecamp in
March 1951, “assertedly” due to
a beating he took from seven
“drunken” police the previous
Christmas when he was still a
civilian.

Last Tuesday 33 policemen were
suspended from the force in con-
‘nection with the "Bloody Christ-
mas' case. This brings the total to
44 suspensions. Of the last 33, ¢
were indefinitely suspended and
the rest for periods from 5 fo 20
days. A handful more were repri-
‘manded.

Today, eighteen months after
the incident, 12 persons including
‘7 policemen were subpenaed be-
“fore the county grand jury in con-
‘nection with the case of the dead
‘Gl. The investigation will begin

“‘next week.

-'_\'NRI-ST-SI.APPI-NG

. These two developments again
turn the spotlight on the erimi-
n#ity of Section 202 of the Los
Angeles City charter, which La-
BOR ACTION dragged over the
coals in previous articles men-
tioned above. This section makes
it impossible for civilians to take
civil-law action against police-
men. Instead, if sufficient pres-
sure can be brought against an
officer he is investigated and tried
by his fellow police. Also, the
statute of limitations for police-
‘men is one instead of three years.

This explains the little more
than “tsk-tsk judgments” handed
.down against the 33, and the iron-
deally slow starting of the inves-
tigation that is now being pre-
* pared by the grand jury. Were it
not for the spark supphed by the
.Rios case the grand jury would
never have been called in and no
Anvestigation made other than
that of the Police Board, whose
findings stated that the parents
of the soldier had no case because
“he got the bruﬂl’ses and black eyes
by falling against the bars” of
his cell.

€SO ON THE JOB

While public ire at police bru-
tality and disgust with the situ-
ation reported here continues,
publicity and action against bru-
tality has died down. The labor

M—arxism
in the

United
States

By LEON TROTSKY
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movement and liberal organiza-
tions that in March were begin-
ning to do a good job in fighting
police brutality have gone to sleep

and have not created a permanent

joint committee for investigating,
publicizing, and fighting this bru-
tality, nor for defending its vie-
tims. Thus the community, and
particularly the Mexican-Ameri-
can community, is left without
adequate defense.

Only the Community Service Or-
ganization, headed by Tony Rios,
whose primary activity has been
civil-defense fights for Mexican-
Americans, is on the job, and it is
badly in need of a little solidarity
from other groups. CSO is now
being forced to raise the money
that was spent in the defense of
Rios last March when it looked as
if all the liberals were on the job.

The firm of lawyers who han-
dled the case is what amounts to
the “ACLU law firm,” and is on

a permanent retainer from the
Greater Los Angeles CIO. The
lawyer is charging Rios and his
co-victim TUlloa one thousand
dollars. Roger Baldwin, former
national head of the ACLU who
previously offered the aid of a
national fund that he now repre-
sents, seems to be backing down
with the excuse that his fund is
‘concerned only with “academic
cases.”

This situation is the result of
the fact that the ranks of the
organizations that aided the CSO

were never really involved in any -

action. There is an answer: for
CSO to increase ifs strength ten-
fold. That can be done, by build-
ing on a democratic rank-and-
file eontrol basis out of the grass-
roots elements in the community.
Such an organization could take
its casé to the ranks as well as
ihe leadership of the labor and
liberal movements.

THE FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY on

Thurher Hits the Blatherskites;
Anniversary of Wartime FEPC

Reinforcement (moral at any
rate) for beleaguered civil-liberty
foreces has come from James
Thurber, the renowned humorist,
as recorded in an interview with
columnist Earl Wilson (June 17).

“Hell,” said Thurber, “people
are saying American writers’ ex-
uberance is gone. The truth is,
cverybody’s scared to death of
these blatherskites [congressional
investigators et al.]. Who can
write where everybody's scared?

"The end of American comedy is

in sight, and the theater's gone to
hell, and you ean thank a bunch
of guys in Congress,

“I hate communism and all the
guys-who seek refuge in refusing
to answer questions, but I happen
to be on one of those letterheads
with Paul Robeson—and I'm not
getting off. I'm not getting off
because I'm not letting any con-
gressman scare me to death in the
country I love. ..

“Why, I'd just like to have a
congressman say to me, ‘I still
don’t understand your viewpoint,
Mr, Thurber.” I'd say to him, ‘No,
and you never will—but why
don't you help elect somebody who
can?. ..

"But these investigations are
serious. We have a line in our play
[The Male Animall abouft nobody

‘telling an American what he can

read—'not yet!'" It used to get
great cheers. Today it gets dead
silence. Because of these blather-
skites, . . "

o

‘RANDOLPH SAID NO

A useful reminder of how the
wartime FEPC was squeezed out
of Roosevelt is given in-a remi-
niscent article in -the Los Angeles
Daily News (June 14)., This
month is the 11th anniversary.
J.- Robért Smith paints the back-
ground of dlscrlmlnatlon and then
relates

. Randolph [Sleeping Car
Pm-ters president] organized the
March-on-Washington Movement,
and staged a historic mass meet-
ing at Madison Square Garden
the night of June 16.

“Negroes packed the Garden. ...

"The nation's newspapers re-
corded the event the next morning.
Two days later Mrs, Eleanor
Roosevelt, Mayor Fiorello LaGuar-
dia, Randolph, White, Crosswaith
and Miss Lane met in the mayor's
office at the then first lady's invi-
tation. There both Mrs. Roosevelt
and the mayor failed to persuade
Randolph to call the march off.

“Returning to Washington,
Mrs. Roosevelt promised that she
would take the matter up with
the president right away. She did.
The president invited Randolph
and his committee to the White

House the following week. . . .

“During a heated exchange of
lightning verbal jabs between the
president and Randolph, the pres-
ident told the committee, ‘You
shall not march. It's inopportune
at this time,” to which Randolph,
the spokesman, retorted, ‘Mr.
President, please pardon me, but
we shall march.’

“Returning to New York, the
movement gained momentum fol-
lowing the committee’s report to
the people, but the march’s impe-
tus was halted the morning of

-June 25, 1941 when the press ran
the story announcing the issuance _

of Executive Order 8802 [the
FEPC order] . .

"The march was forﬂlwi'lll called
off, leaving in its wake the spirit
which is today haunting the Demo-
cratic and Republican Parties.”

Philip Murray today might
take a tip from Randolph on the
utility of allowing oneself to be
persuaded by presidents.

®
CONANT LOOKS AHEAD

Harvard president James B.
Conant told the graduating class:

“For the time being the re-
former must struggle against a
dark blanket of public suspicion
woven by the same types of per-
sons who have always fought him
... but. ... It seems certain that
there will be in your time a reac-
tion against the present reaction.
And when this occurs, some of
you will wish to take.up the work
of the American reformer. . . .
To your college generation and
succeeding classes will be given,
I feel sure, the privilege of mak-
ing the reformer once again a
highly respected though bitterly
controversial figure.”

]
QUOTA SYSTEM

The chairman of the American
Jewish Congress's Commission on
Social Action, Herman L. Weisman,
reports that New York's anti-dis-
crimination laws are not being en-
forced, with regard to the admis-
sion of Jewish students to the
state's medical schools.

The most “marked” diserimina-
tion occurs at Cornell Medical
College, where only one out of 17
Jewish applicants was admitted,
although all 17 avere winners of
New York State medical scholar-
ships. New York Medical College

also discriminates; only one out

Jim Crow Violence Also Smolders; >

NAACP Asks Grand Jury Inquiry

By REX HILL
LOS ANGELES, June 22—Police
Chief Parker and his force were
the targets of more severe criti-
cism by community organizations
this week following a new Jim
Crow bomb. threat and a new po-
lice brutality case. The new de-
velopments occurred only a few
days after the local body of the
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People is-
sued a public statement accusing
the city police department of
gross ‘“indifference”. to racist
bombings and ‘“other terrorist ac-
tivities.”

Dr. E. I. Robinson, local leader
of the NAACP, asked for a grand
jury investigation of the bombings

of 13 Jewish state scholarship
winners was admitted there. Two
Jewish students have not yet been
accepted by any New York State
medical college although both won
state scholarships in 1951. The
infamous quota system still flour-
ishes despite the 1948 law which
was supposed tp wipe it out.

MOTHER WINS

On the plus side, the New York
Court of Appeals unanimously re-
versed a lower-court ruling which
would have taken a 6-year-old
child away from her mother. The

-mother, Mrs. Anne Strasser De-

Carava, was accused of “neglect
and unfitness” on charges of
“Communist” activity, failing to
bring the girl up in the Jewish
faith, and bringing her up in an
“undesirable” neighborhood — an
interracial area where she lives
with her second husband, a Negro.

The state high court found that
nene of these charges was any
basis for taking the child away
from Mrs. DeCarava.

HOUNDING BLANSHARD

Despite careful organization,
efforts to censor Paul Blanshard
on his speaking tour through
Southern cities' earlier this year
“failed completely,” according to
the Church and State Newsletter,
The publication is the official or-
gan of the group which sponsored
Blanshard’s trip, named Protes-
tants and Ofher Americans
United for Separation of Church
and State. Blanshard has in-
curred the enmity of the Catholie
hierarchy through his books at-
tacking them.

The group reported that organ-
ized attempts were made by Cath-
olic organizations wherever Blan-
shard appeared to prevent him
from speaking in public places. In
Nashville, two groups protested

_Blanshard's forthcoming appear-
"ance in the War Memorial Audi-

torium. Tennessee Governor Brown-
ing told the protesting groups that
it they believed in free speech
they had the right to hire the
auditorium for an opposition
speaker.

Other methods were also used.
A Mobile radio station was
threatened with a lawsuit if it
permitted Blanshard’s “slanders”
orn the air. At each point there
was also a “uniform pattern” of
letters and phone calls to people
sponsoring Blanshard.

NOT IN THE HEADLINES . . .

"A year's subscription o LABOR ACTION brings you a living
socialist analysis of news and views on labor, socialism, minority .

groups, national and world politics — $2 a year.
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last March 16 and his orgepl:ufion
filed a $100,000 claim againsi the
city on behalf of one of the bomb
victims. Robinson also said the pe-
lice had a list of “suspects.” In
addition, he registered a sfrnjm
protest with the pohce depn-f-
ment for its action ’in removing
the special guard from the Duns-
muir  Avenue neighborhood where
the bombings took place. .

BURNING CROSSES

At the same time a labor union
blasted the police force. The AFL
Lumber and Sawmill Workers
union, Local 2288, passed a reso-.
lution criticizing police “mactlon”_
and calling on city authorities to
“correct this abominable situa-
tion.” The union pointed out that
such terrorist activities aimed at
minorities “could easily be directzs
ed at the union movement” if not
halted immediately.

The new racist threat was re-
vealed on June 17 by Angus Bates
who reported that he has been
threatened twice since he moved
into a home at 1749 West 42,
Street, last Aprll 1. Two weeks '
after he-moved in he found a note
on his doorstep which warned:
“You must realize you have
nmoved into a purely white neigh-
borhood, and they intend to take
action unless you move within a
reasonable period of time.” On
June 15 a flaming cross, soaked
in kerosene, was tossed into his
yard. Bates said that police sim-
ply made out a memorandum,
thereby foreing him to mount
guard in order to provide his own
protection for his family.

A few weeks ago, a local Negro
candidate for -Congress reported
that hoodlums burned a cross on
bis lggwn and stoned his windows.
New threats by phone and mail are
being reported frequently. Not oae
arrest had been made to dale,
although the Daily News and sec-
tions of the Negro press say the
police seem to know some of the

‘terrorist thugs involved. Bailey ra-

ported recently that he had re-
ceived new threats since the bomb-
ing attempt on his home.

VISITORS REPELLED

A new case, which the press
called ‘“shocking,” was added to
the cop brutality scandals, even
as columnist Doy Avisq criticized
the mere suspension of a number
of officers implicated in the sav-
age beatings of six youth on
Christmas Eve. The new victim
was Jack Zanello who told of be-
ing kicked or kneed in the groin
by one cop while being held by
two others. Picked up on a drunk
charge, Zanello said the cop used-
obscenities as he beat him. Zan-
ello begged for medical aid, bat
he was held for seven hours be-
fore he was permitted to enter the
hospital, where he is now under-
going treatment for a punctured
kidney attributed to Officer Wil-
liam Glenn Adair. The police rec-
ords tend to refute the police ac-
count by the fact that there is no
reference to hospitalization! Fol-
lowing the beating at 2:30 a.m.,
Zanello was booked again at
4:30 for “battery” against the
cops and held until 9:30 before
he could enter the hospital.

The cop-brutality publicity has
given Los Angeles such a bad repu-
tation that letters to newspapers
report that people are canceling
their intended vacations to #his
area because they are afraid they
might be manhpadied by cops un-
der some pretext. To expect such
a police force to be interested in
rounding up racist terroists or pro-
tecting recipients of threats is to
expect the highly improbable,

P
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AFTER TWO YEARS OF DEVASTATION ——

Ilo w Much Is Hidden in the Korean War:

By GORDON HASKELL

Just two years ago humanity was startled
and horrified by the outbreak -of the war in
Korea. The cold war had erupted into an active
slaughter which threatened to engulf the whole
world. Everywhere people were asking them-
selves: Is this the beginning of the end?

For a whole year the armies of capitalism
and Stalinism fought each other up and down

~ the Korean penninsula. For another year, while

“truce negotiations” were going on, men were
killing each other along the battle lines, while
the American air force continued to pound to
bits, and both armies to devastate, what little
had been left of the country after the first year’s
massacres and destruction.

Korea as a location of civilized human habi-
tation has almost ceased to exist. It remains as
a-military and political battlefield, a monument
_to the barbarism which both capitalism and Stal-

ism have in store for the whole of humanity

if these two systems are permitted to fulfill their -

deéstinies without the intervention of another
social force which can restrain and eventually
defeat them both.

Can't Be Brushed Off

In Korea the conflict has been joined in blood
on a small, almost “experimental” scale. All over
the world, the propaganda machines of both
sides have been trying to use this conflict to win
a larger and, in the long run, much more impor-
tant battle: the battle for the minds, the allegi-
ance of the peoples of the world.

. As the first two years of the war in Korea
were drawing to a close, a book appeared which
is bound to be hotly debated wherever people
are sincerely interested in penetrating to the
real meaning of the war in Korea: It is Irving F.
Stone's The Hidden History of the Korean-War
published on May 5 of this year.*

There can be little doubt that Stone’s book will be
used by the Stalinists, and even more, by that amorphous
group of people who are more accurately described by
the word ‘“Stalinoids,” to bolster their argument that
the war in Korea is simply an American imperialist
assault against the freedom of the peoples of Asia. To
the extent that it deals with the role of the Russian,
Chinese and North Korean Stalinists, it is definitely an
apology.

In a word, his implied position on this point is that
initially neither the Russians nor the Chinese had any-
thing to do with the North Korean invasion of South

orea, that the Chinese only entered the war when an’

attack on their own country, or at the very least, on cer-

"tain electrical installations vital to their own country,
was imminent, that they have been repeatedly ready to
negotiate peace in Korea.

If this were the chief content of the book, it would
justify no more attention than any Stalinist propaganda
hack job, However, to begin with, Stone has not been a
mere Staliinst hack. He has accepted the broad outlines
of Stalinist policy and interpretation of events on many
occasions over the years. At the same time, he has re-
peatedly jumped over the traces to oppose concrete as-
pects of Stalinist policy and behavior. At worst he can be
described as an independent Stalinoid, with the emphasis
on the word "independent.” .

Stone's Analysis

Secondly, he presents a thesis on the bases and devel-
.opment of American policy in the Korean war which is
generally consistent with the approach of the various

major groupings in the American government to world .

political problems. He seeks to prove this thesis to the
hilt with a most detailed account of both the military
operations and the political developments of the past
two years.

In itself; this account could only be assailed by a
painstaking demonstration that Stone’s documented story
is a tissue of fabrications or distortions. No such attempt
has so far been made seriously.

Stone’s thesis is that the war was initially provoked
by a clique headed by MacArthur, John Foster Dulles,
Syngman Rhee, and Chiang Kai-shek. These gentlemen
were united by a desire to reverse the policy of the Tru-
man administration which had, in early 1950, written
off Formosa and Korea as strategically and politically
no longer essential to American purposes in Asia. Chiang
felt that his very existence was at stake. Rhee was de-
termined to unite Korea under his control, one way or

Tthe other. MacArthur and Dulles represented the group
in America who opposed the administration’s concentra-
tion on Europe as the vital strategic area, and who ad-

- vocated and still advocate an aggresswe military poliey

in Asia.
According to this theory of Stone’s, the South Korean

army launched an dttack across the 38th parallel in some’

foree, and then fell back before the North  Korean coun-

*I. F. Stone: The Hidden History of the Korean War.
Monthly Review Press, New York, 364 Pp., $5.

terattack to prepared positions, The North Koreans, who
had been massing their forces near the border for some
time, then proceeded to run over the South Korean army
and drive it, .along with its American relnforcements,
down to the Pusan beachhead.

Although the North Korean reaction was unexpect-
edly powerful, the MacArthur-Rhee clique had accom-
plished their purpose. Formosa was re-established as an
American protectorate. A settlement in Asia with Stal-
inist China was thereby made virtually impossible. Asia
as a whole was restored to the importance which Mac-
Arthur and his supporters in the United States wished®
it to hold. The* United Natidns was pressured into back-
ing American policy, and MacArthur himself was made
supreme commander of UN forces, without any respon-
sibility to that body.

When the tide of war turned, and MacArthur’s forces
re-entered Seoul, it seemed that the war could be brought
to a close. The UN’s purpose of repelling aggression
from North Korea and re-establishing control of the
South Korean government over the whole of its former
territory had been accomplished. The question was:
Should the UN forces stop short of the 38th parallel
and negotiate a peace, or should they advance to the
north and try to “unify” the whole country by force of
arms

There is little doubt that most of the other govern-
ments involved favored the first alternative. But—we
are still summarizing Stone’s thesis—the Truman ad-
ministration was fearful of a settlement in Korea. It
was afraid that if the war came to an immediate end,
the whole armament program in this country would bog
down. Its world orientation of containing Stalinism by
superior military forece would thus be endangered. A
real settlement in Korea would make it necessary for
the administration.to give heed to the demand of its
allies that Stalinist China be recognized as the actual
government of China and be admitted to the UN.

MacArthur's Role

Further, the economic consequences for the United
States of a sudden relaxation of the armament program
could be severe. In any event, with an election in the
offing, it might be more expedient to continue the fight-
ing than to lay the administration open to the charge
of appeasing Stalinism in Asia through negotiations.

Thus,, Stone reasens, Truman was inclined fo a policy
of neither expanding the. war nor concluding a general
peace, But MacArthur was determined on a policy of war.
Without clear directives fo the contrary, he jumped the
gun by sending a large South Korean force deep into
North Korean territory under the protection of American
ships and planes. The rest of the UN forces followed close
behind them.

As the UN armies approached the Manchurian bor-
der another major political problem confronted the
American government. The allies were most fearful of
the war spreading to include the Chinese and Russians.
Stories of large Chinese concentrations north of the
Yalu filled the papers. Small Chinese units crossed the
border and deployed in positions to protect the Changjin
and Pujon dams from which electric power for Man-
churia is generated. The UN allies clearly understood,
according to Stone, that the South Koreans alone would
proceed to the Yalu, with the remaining UN troops leav-
ing a narrow buffer zone between themselves and the
Chinese. As the North. Korean army had been virtually
destroyed, another possibility for a settléement had been
reached.

.Here again, MacArthur took the bull by the horns.
Ignoring his general directives, he-sent forces looking
for the Chinese. At the same time, MacArthur headquar-
ters, at this stage, consistently played down the strength
of the Chinese in the press. This, according to Stone,
was done to prevent the allies from applying too much
pressure to the Truman administration which might re-

)

sult in direet and categorical orders against tanglmg
with the Chinese units at the reservoirs.

Space does not permit a compléte summary of S{-ond's'-
account of MacArthur's political-military maneuvers af
each stage of the war. His most daring claim is that the:
American retreat from the Yalu to some 75 miles south.
of the 38th parallel, which followed the beginning of the.
"home by Christmas" offensive on November 26, was no'l'
caused by an overwheiming Stalinist military victory, buf
was a planned retreat without direct milifary cause: Ily
a detailed analysis of the military dispatches of the time,
he purports fo prove that the Chinese forces were hardly.
ever in contact with UN troops during the whole retreaf,
that Seoul was destroyed and evacuated without’ milifary
cause, that the demoralization in the UN ranks was a re-
sult not -of a military disaster but of repeated retreats,

* the reasons for which were unknown to the American and’

other soldiers. ,
(Stone does not deny, incidentally, that the marines
had to fight their way out of a trap at the Chingjin_
reservoir, or that the evacuation of the Tenth Corps was’
accomplished under military pressure. His claim is that’

the main UN forces in the west retreated after a battle

which lasted from November 26 to December 1, after
which there was no serious ﬁghtmg in this phase of"
the war. )

Whitewashes Sfalinists

What then was the reason for this unprecedented rdut

without a major battle? Stone’s answer is simple. Mac-,

Arthur wanted to get permission to bomb Manchuria
in order to get the big war with China started. He could

get perm'ission to do this only if he could pani¢c American’
public opinion with the prospect of the destruction of the
UN. army by overwhelming Chinese “hordés.” Although=

Truman and his supporters were set against war with
China at this time, and would not give MacArthur the
. permission he sought, their fear of the consequences of

a real settlement, their policy of not wanting - World"
War III but also not wanting peace, permitted Mae-
He was removed only’

Arthur to keep the initiative.
when he openly intervened into the domestic political

conflict on the side of the Republicans with his famous:

letter to GOP leader Martin defouncing Truman’s
policies,

Stone’s account fo the truce negotiations up till tha
time his book went to press follows the same pattern.’
The Stalinists are portrayed as showing willingness fo
yield on point after point, while the American negoti--
ators, all of them military men who are essentially com- -

mitted to' MacArthur’s philosophy (even when they dis- -

agree with his methods), sabotaged them at every turn.
Their purpose? If the truce talks break down completely, -
the American government will have no alternative but -
to resume the war on an expanded scale. As they cannot
achieve a military decision in Korea itself, the logic *
would be to expand operations to include Manchuria.
Of course, with the appearance of a major Stalinist air
force on the field, even the MacArthurites now concede
that this is no longer practical.

The weakness of Stone's thesis does not lie mumly in
his account of the pohh:ul-lmhfury motives- of the fac-
tions on the American side. It lies in his porfrayal of the -
Stalinists as reasonable men of good will who were seek-
ing peace at all times.

The invasion of South Korea by the North Korean

. army is portrayed as an action of impetuosity rather

than premeditation. Here was a part of their own coun-
try, with a government which enJoyed little support
among its own people . . . a plum ripe to pick. So who

could really blame them for trying to pick it? And the -

Chinese Stalinist intervention, accompanied as it was

by repeated boasts over the Peiping radio that the .

American imperialists would be thrown into the sea, with *
a national mobilization to accomplish this purpose? .Well,

(Turn to last page)

Rovere vs. Stone: Two
To date, I. F. Stone’s The Hidden History
of the Korean War has been getting the silent

treatment from virtually all sections of the
American press.

The only review we have been able to find
gso far was written by Richard H. Rovere, in
the New York Post for May 11.

Rovere spends a good deal of his space
lamenting Stone’s political decline as a Stalin-
oid. He then sketches Stone’s thesis and seeks
to discredit it by citing, as examples of Stone’s
methods of proof, a-couple of the most tenuous
and even far-fetched items.

It is quite frue that Store seeks every possible argu-
ment or bit of "evidence" to back up his theory, and
even g few impossible ones. It is also frue that on
certain concrete points his conclusions go far beyond
what is warranted even by his own evidence. These are
some of the weaknesses of his book. But Rovere does not
even attempt to grapple with its strong points, except
in one case.

He attacks Stone's contention that the Truman
administration does not want peace. “This is pure
poppycock,” he writes:;: “At any time during the

Brands of Whitewash-

Korean war, a decent settlement and an end to the
bloodshed would have been tremendously advantageous
to the administration. If it came today, the Demio-
crats could forget their worries about Eisenhower, -
the corruption issue, McCarthy, and just about every-
thing else.

“If the adwinistration could end the Korean war,
it could put T. Lamar Caudle in the White House
next year.’

One question is: What, for the Truman adminis-
tration, would a ‘“decent ‘settlement” look like? Have
Nehru and the others, who from time to time have
sought to mediate the conflict, been for an “indecent”
settlement? And how would Rovere ‘explain the mass
bombings of the electrical installations which provide
Manchuria with much of its power on June 24 as a
contribution toward a “decent” settlement of the war?

If the Truman administration could induce fhe Stal-
inists to capitulate completely in Korea, it would be %o,
its political advanfagé. That Ts riot in #he cards. Biuf
a negotiated ' seftlement would be dangerous for it
politically.

Sooner or later the U, S. may be driven to it by the
pressure of its reluctant allies. But in the meantime,
“Nelther expand the war nor conclude a general
peace” is their preferred. policy, and it seems to suit' -
the Stalinists too, G. H.
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| The ISL Program

| in Brief

The Independent Socialist League stands for

sociglist democracy and agginst the two sys-

- fems of exploitation which mow. divide <the
world: capitalism and Stalinism. :

i Capitalism cannot be reformed or liberalized,
- “by-any Fair Deal or other deal, so as fo give
‘he - people ‘freedom, abundance, security or
‘peace. It must be abolished and replaced by @
‘sew social system, in which the people own
‘dnd control the basic sectors of the economy,

‘dem ocratically contrelling their own economic

end political destinies.

.1 Salinism, in’ Russia and wherever it holds
" power, is a brutal totalitarianism—a new form .

'éf_‘l_xﬁ_lolhﬁon. I#s agents in every country,
‘the Communist Parties, are unrelenting ene-
mies of socialism and have nothing in common
with socialism—which cannot exist without ef-
fective democratic conirol by the people.

""" These two camps of capitalism and Stalinism
are today at each other's throats in a world-
wide imperialist rivalry for domination. This
struggle can only lead to the most frightful
war in history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power. Inde-
pendent Socialism stands for building and
strengthening the Third Camp of the people
against both war blocs.

-The ISL, as a. Marxist movement, looks fo the
working class and its ever-present struggle as.
the basic progressive force in society. The ISL
is organized to spread the ideas of socialism

‘jn the labor movement and among. all other

sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent Socialists
participate actively in. every struggle to bet-.
ter the people’s lot now—such as the fight for

higher living standards, against Jim Crow and-

anti-Semitism, in defense of civil liberties and
_ the trade-union movement. We seek to join te-
" gether with all other militants in the labor
movement as a left force working for the for-
mation of an independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

_The fight Yor democracy and the fight for
socialism are inseparable. There can be no
lasting and genuine democracy without social-
ism, and there can be no socialism wlﬂ_lnl- de-
mocracy. To enrell under this banner, join the
Independent Socialist League!
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G. & C. Merriam Company
Springfield, Mass.

Dear Sirs:

Permit me, as_an admirer of the Merriam-
Webster dictionaries, to make a suggestion for
improvement.- It concerns your- definitions of cer-
tain political terms, most particularly the syno-
nymé distinguished under the word “socialist.”
Naturally, it is difficult, if not impossible, to give
definitions for some of these terms which will ap-
pear equally adequate to thh supporters and op-
ponents -of the. respective ideologies. I am, there-
fore, not raising any questions of this order but
will concern myself solely with matters of fact.

From this point of view, the definition given
for “socialism? is unexceptionable: “A political and
economic theory of social organization based on
collective or governmental ownership and demo-
cratic management of the essential means for the
production and distribution of goods.” But the dis-
cussion under. “socialist” is very curious:

“SYN. Collectivist, nationalist, nihilist, anar-
chist, socialist, communist, Bolshevist. All of these
groups are agreed in distrusting capitalist control
of industry. The collectivist (or natiomatist) would
transfer much of that control to existing govern-
ments. The other groups object to this, the nihilist
on the ground that existing governments are sur-
vivals of “a bad political tradition, the anarchist
because they are supports of class distinctions and
privileges, The' Marxian socialist, more specifically,

© emphasizes the economic evils of capitalistic man-

agement, holds that labor creates value, that profit

'is mostly robbery, and that the proletariat must
- attain political power to remedy the evil. Com-

munist, in the usual sense of the word, denotes an
extreme Marxian socialist, who would abolish. prop-
erty as well as profit. The Bolshevists, a Russian
political rather than economic group, came into
power as revolutionary socialists; after victory
they changed their name to communist and tried
to propagandize abroad.” (From the unabridged
edition, 1950.)

COLLECTIVIST TO NIHILIST

I think you 'will agree that the following com-
ments do not raise any questions of political opinion

.but are capable of objective factual check. -

-(1) All the groups listed surely .unite in “dis-
trusting” capitalism, as you put it, but if it were
a case of mere distrust, the list would have to be
a little longer. In point of fact, without exception,
they all agree on proposing the abolition of capi-
talism in one form or another. The evidence forw.
this- is to be found in your own definitions of each
of the terms in their alphabetical entries.

(2) Collectivist.—This term has a more general
meaning than the one you assign to it. Your alpha-

‘betical-entry definition, unfortunately, has the same

implication as the passage quoted above: “A
member of a school of economists which accepts
the theories of the socialists, but specifically with-

holds approval from revolutionary sentiments or.

measures; a non-revolutionary socialist.” In point
of faet, however, “collectivist” is freely used as
the generic term for any school of thought advo-
eating collective ownership of the means of produc-
tion and distribution, as opposed to capitalism. As
such, it includes” (for example) socialist, commu-
nist, Bolshevist, Marxist. '

. 'While “collectivist” does mnot, by itself, neces-
sarily carry the connotation “non-revolutionary,”
there are several other terms which do. One of
the most common is “reformist.” Your definition of

~ this, in its own entry, is inadequate: “A promoter

or supporter of parliamentary reform.” As a type
of socialist, it means one who expects the goal of
socialism to be won through the gradual accretion
of social reforms within the capitalist system it-
self. The same connotation is borne, with slightly
different emphases, by: gradualist socialist, parlia-
mentary socialist, Fabian, revisionist, moderate

~socialist, constitutional socialist.

| . A kA SR
Of or Pertaining to Some Definitions in Webster’s

Incidentally, perhaps the most common pro-
nunciation of “reformist” in socialist circles puts
the aecent on the first syllable. I prefer yours, on
the second sylable, but it should not be the only
one given.

(3) Neationalist.—In the sense of “One who fa-.

vors. the nationalizing of industries,” this word
should be marked Obsolete. It was invented by
Edward Bellamy, author of Looking Backward,
and used for the movement-he organized in the
latter part of the last century. It has not been so
used for decades, and is now strictly historical, like
“Communard.”

(4) Nihilist—As you define it in its alpha-
betical entry, nihilism advocates “destruction for
its own sake, independent of any constructive pro-
gram.” Very well; and quite apart from its origi-
nation by Turgenev or its use by “a Russian party
of the 19th and 20th centuries,” it is still so used
today to convey a similar mood (rather than any
set of social or political ideas, incidentally). In any
case, it bears né hecessary connotation of opposi-
tion to-existing governments as “survivals of a bad
political -tradition;” unless the very vagueness of
this phrase is its defense. The real difficulty in dis-
tinguishing “nihilist” from the other terms on the

“ list is that it does, not really belong there in' the’

first place, having no very distinet ideology by its
very nature. . )

ANARCHIST TO COMMUNIST

(5) Anarchist.—What distinguishes the anar- .

chist from the others is not at all his opposition to
existing governments as “supports of class distine-
tions and privileges.” It is, rather, the fact that
they are. governments. As your alphabetical-entry
definition correctly says, for him “all government
is an evil.” But this definition, too, then proceeds
to mix things up. It continues: “At its best, it
[anarchism] stands for a society in which each per-
son produces according to his powers and receives
according to his needs.” This idea has no special
connection with anarchism, though it may also be
held by anarchists. It is” even better known as
Marx’s anticipation of the principle of distribution
in a communist society.

(6) Marzian socialist—The notion that “profit
is mostly robbery” is not only not held by Marx-

ists but is incompatible with the Marxist economic
‘analysis. I should guess that your writer was moved

by a dim memory of the famous dictum of P.-J.
Proudhon that “property is theft.” As you note in
another entry of your excellent dictionary, Proud-
hon has been called the “Father of Anarchism,”
certainly no Marxist. In fact, Marx, his contem-
porary, directed a very scornful polemic against
him on this score. In Capital, Marx devotes a sec-
tion to arguing that the source of profit can not be
found in fraud or cheating, but that in fact, by and
large, a commodity sells at its real value; and that
a worker does get paid wages which equal the real
value of his labor power. How profit nevertheless
arises, according to Marx, may be concisely read
in 18 words if you turn to your definition of “sur-
plus value” (qg. v.).

This last definition is a happier one than the
blunder committed under “labor value theory,”
which says: “The assumption that labor is the sole
rightful source of value.” Assumption or not (and

at least as far as the Marwxist labor theory of value

is concerned), labor is not the sole “source” of
value; nature is the other. And the insertion of
“rightful” is quite nonsensical from the economic
point of view; it converts & scientific theory into
a moral judgment. The theory at this point is not

“ at all concerned with what is “rightful” but with

what objectively determines the value of a com-
modity quite apart from subjective wishes.

(7) Communist—Whether by “the usual sense
of the word” you mean any “extreme Marxian so-
cialist” or a follower of Lenin or a follower of
Stalin, or in fact any meaning ever given to “com-
munist” whatsoever, it does not mean one who
“would abolish property as well as profit.” In fact,
it is hard to imagine what is in-
tended by “abolish property.”

LABOR ACTION

Independent Socialist IWukly-

Perhaps you mean “abolish pri-
vate property.” ‘This would be
nearer correct if qualified: “abol-
ish private property in the es-
sential means of production and
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distribution,” but in this case 'the
formulation would not apply only
to communists but to any type of
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socialists. Actually your lexicog-
rapher at this point was not
thinking of any kind of Marxist
at all, “extreme” or otherwise,

“communistic” notions.
phrase would not describe these
very well, either, but we needn’t.
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- go into that.

Unlike the unabridged, the
abridged New “Collegiate omits
the entire discussion under “so-
cialist.” The motivation may have

Opinions and policies expressed in the course of signed articles
by contributors do mot necessarily represent the views of
Labor Action, which are given in editorial statements.

been to save space but it really
was an improvement. I trust that
these notes may be helpful in any
contemplated revision.

Philip COBEN
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tut of earlier and more primitive
His

WHAT MAKES COMMUNIS
Dean.—Foreign Polsy Ball
icy Association, July L.

“One answer [to the §
title, writes V.. M. Dean]
independent. French mon
conducted a poll this yea
than 5 million Frenchmen

nist essentially ‘because
and energetic champion o

tion. A majority of th

tions and demeecratic libe
irritates them somewhat
vague sympathy for it.
anti-American, .. . The
voters prefer the way of

[¥S? -by Vera Micheles
l'of_;?e Foreign Pol-

estion pesed in the
s-been given by the
y Réalities, which
o find out why more
- vote . Communist. Its
conclusion is that these 5imillion vote Commu-
y want a qualified
their -interests who
‘will help them to.improvegtheir material -condi-
-French Communist
voters ‘are -attached .to pArliamentary institu-
fies. . ... The USSR

although they feel a
'« + They are rather
jority of Communist
orms to revolution,’
) “A similar interpretation of why many
Italians vote Communist was given in the liberal
Catholic magazine The @ommonweal in July

She - quotes

win. .

unemployed.”

their
improved.’ ”

1951. A distinction, said this' analyéis, is drawn
by Italians between what they call ‘social com-
munism’ and ‘political communism. .

munism? arises frem chreniec misery and demor-
alizing unemployment. It expresses the longing
for a change, whatever it may be, among people
living in cenditions which could not be worse.
They have nothing to lose and everything to
. . The great majority of Italian Com-
munists are ‘social Communists’ and will remain
so as long as there are 2 million permanently

“. .. Réalités, on the basis of its poll, reaches
the conclusion that even if Communists should
be disappointed in Russia and persuaded of ‘in-
ternal contradictions’ among their local leaders,
‘it is not certain that this would suffice to make
them vote differently if at the same time they
did not see elsewhere a better chance of having
interests defended and their situation
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Commonweal: *““‘Secial  com-

By HAL DRAPER -

We have not, in LA R ACTION, referred often enough -

to one of the most interesting
of the several publications in

SPOTLIGHTING A VAL

i, o R

(if not the most interesting)
Europe devoted to following

and exposing.the develoj)ment of events behind the Iron
Curtain. This is Masses-Information, subtitled “A Monthly
Collection of Texts and Documents,” published in Paris by
a group of political writers including Paul Barton, Robert
Loukota, Albert Weil and others.

The very title of the periodical is perhaps forbidding, it
is mimeographed, and the articles are solid pieces of re-

search and analysis without pretense to “popularity,” all of -

which does not make for wide appeal; but its content con-

tinues to be uniformly infor-
mative and thought-provok-
ing. Its biggest drawback-is

“that it‘deals exclusivelyiwith -

Czechoslovakia; but on sec-
ond thought this is-also-a
source of part of its value—
for anyone who wants not merely
“exposé” material or squibs but
raw material for trying to under-
stand the basic social forces in -
the newly Stalinized states. For
it should be remembered that
Czechoslovakia is the most indus-
trialized and “Western” of| the
Stalinist satellites, and a elose
examination of this cotntry alone
may be of more long-term value
in understanding Stalinism than
a sketchy acquaintance withi the
whole region. ; i

BARTON'S THESIS |

This testimonial, while me
ic perhaps brought on by # re-
minder that we should have made
LABOR ACTION readers aequainted
with the exceedingly in ting
analysis given by Masses-Iifor-
mation on the downfall of Slan-
sky. Many theories about fthat
shake-up appeared in the Ameri-
can press; none were as authori-
tative and detailed, solidly docu-
mented, as that of Paul Bagton.
And this is said without néces-
sarily agreeing with his thesis
(or with any other) about%the
causes of that important even?h

The thesis, to put it very: briefly
and no doubt inadequately, was
that the fall of Slansky andithe
ascendancy of Gottwald rapre-
sented the victory of the Stalinist
apparatus of the government; bu-
reaucracy over the Stalinist{ ap-
paratus of the party. Barton W
conclusions and consequences; -gs
well as presenting the evidéee
for the hypothesis, and traced its
ramifications. One of these impliéd
tendencies toward greater
pendence from mechanical Russian
control. The whole was
impressive than the above comple
of sentences might indicate.

The present reminder is:the
current issue of Masses-Info
tion (May) with an. article by
Robert Louketa which amolnts
to a follow-up footnote on that
thesis. As in the case of the omigi-
nal article; whether the :conclu-
sions are:zight or wrong,’t;he '

¥

.wald vieto

uch more . se

terial is very interesting. It con-
cerns the aftermath of the Gott-
in. the cultural field
—which, behind the Iron Curtain,
is often not a bad indicator of
what is happening politically.

HERESIES

This spring a general shake-
up took place in the Czech press.
Twvorba, theoretical weekly of the
CP, was suppressed and its read-
ers received the Cominform jour-
nal instead. On the cultural field,
Lidove Noviny, the daily pub-
lished by the Czechoslovak Writ-
ers Association, gave way to the
new Literarni Noviny. The edi-

tors of the latter crowed. Writes -

Loukota:

“The disappearance of Twvorba
marks for them a victory over the
spokesmen of the party apparatus
in the field of literary and artistie

criticism who, entrenchedin the

theoretical magazine of the CP,
‘had created an unbreathable at-
mosphere in our culturalt institu-
tions, in the schools and else-
where.! . . . In faet, a hidden
struggle between two ‘schools’ of
art critics was thus resolved: the
one which favored the rapid and
unconditional sovietization of
Czech plastic arts was beaten;
the other, which preached intel-
ligent choice amid the Czech ar-
tistic heritage and the creation
of .a specifically Czech kind of
socialist realism, won out.”
From the pens of the newly in-
stalled arbiters. of the Czech cul-
tural world, Loukota quotes at
large numerous expressions of
views which seem like provoca-
tions to the Russian masters. The
views, of course, are thickly en-

UABLE STUDY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA

supported; the schools which the
Russions denounce as bourgeois
formalism and counter-revolution-
ary are objectively discussed.
Works of art are discussed with-
out reference to their political or
ideological content (a heresy).

TITOISM?

Nezval, “the bard of Gottwald,"

of Stalin and of Peace” (as Lou-
kota describes him), writes of an
ex-cubist, Filla: “I do not want
to make myself the advocate
either of cubism or of Filla. They
do not need it.”

Another critic writes of the im-
pressionist Jiranek: “It was often
said that Jiranek helped to open
the windows on Europé. ;. ., We
have to watch out that they are
not closed uselessly and that no
one tries even to close the shut-
ters.”

Czech national literature is put
on the same plane as the Rus-
sian: “To their [the Russians’]
joyous song we must add our own
song, but as beautiful and as
powerful.”

A critie, adds Loukota, “formu-
lates a criticism of a collection
of satires and “openly applies
purely formal aesthetic criteria,
passing rover in absolute silence

the content, which is that of the.

worst kind of Stalinist. propa-
ganda.”

And so on.

Jumping some distance to a
conclusion, one might say “Tito-
ism!” and wonder why Moscow
tolerates it, or whether it cannot
help tolerating it, ete.—“Titoism,”
that is, in the widest and most
useful sense of _national-Stalin-
ism. One might assimilate it with
the current guess that Rumania’s
Ana Pauker is another Slansky—
the most loyal Kremlin hatchet-
man dumped in favor of “native”
elements. There is nothing inher-
ently improbable in this, even if
one.reserves judgment, especially
it the pressures inside the satel-
lite regime are as powerful as the
writers of Masses-Information
see them. The specific forms in
which the Stalinist develepment
takes place are still to be un-
rolled, and Czechoslovakia is quite
a different social labroatory from
Yugoslavia, !

sc d in expr of esteem
and- loyalty for "our Soviet breth-
ren," and the writers take pains
to derive (or seem to derive) their
opinions from the Russian "teach-
ers" themselves; but this is of
dary ¢ q Views
which the now defunct Tvorba had
bitterly aftacked " as dewiations
from the “socialist-realistic” mod-
el, and writers who 'had expressed

them, raise their heads #riumph-

ently. Modern (Western-style) art

is mo longer consigned out of hand

to the serapheap; it is put forward

as a. valugble part of the artistic

heritage; -#ven cubism is openly
L]
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Commenfsp_ on the
Kristol Article

The article “The Anti-Anti-
Witchhunters: A Study in Totali-
tarian Liberalism” by Hal Dra-
per, in our June 16 issue, was
sent to the persons (on both sides
of the question) who were men-
tioned in the article or who had
cxpressed their opinion in Com-
mentary. The following notes
were received. None holding Kris-
tol's viewpoint, including Kristol,
sent any comment.—Ed.

CHAFEE

To--the Editor:

Thank you for yours of the
13th and the copy of your reply
to Kristol. I have been too busy
tc say anything about him my-
self, but I am pleased that you
found time to polish him off.

Zechariah CHAFEE, Jr.

COMMAGER
To the Editer: .

Thank you for sending me a
copy of LABOR ACTION with the
reply to Kristol. I have thought it
best not to reply to this article,
but~—like you—I am astonished
that so many otherwise sound
and intelligent nten appear to be
taken in by its specious reasoning.
1 think your rebuttal a very good
one. i
Henry COMMAGER

iYNN .
To the Editor:
Kristol’s “new” position for

liberals required the meticulous
dismemberment perpetrated by
Hal Draper. It is unfortunate
that the Draper piece cannot re-
ceive the same kind of distribu-
tion being afforded the Kristol
opus. (Incidentally, it is rumored
that Kristol only signed his name.
Some higher person in the Com-
mentary hierarchy is said to have
laid down the basic outline for
the article.)

Particularly was it mecessary
to nail the snide statements about
radicals gaining heaven by losing
their jobs for beliefs, Kristol,
however, has set the tone and
there will in all likelihood be very
few of the intelligentsia in the
future who will defend unpopular
causes. Not only is there a loss
of faith in democratic capitalism.
There is also a pervasive skepti-
cism about viable alternatives.

Conrad J. LYNN

ROVERE

Te the Editor:

Thank-you for sending me- Mr.
Driaper’s article, which I found
enlightening -if not always, from
my viewpoint, enlightened. He
made, by the way, a minor error
in quoting me. In his footnote on
page 7, he had me expressing
agreement with Mr. Kristol on
the Smith Act, whereas I was
really agreeing, as a proper read-
ing of the antecedents would have
shown, with Mr. Barth.

_ Richard H. ROVERE

The minor error in the footnote
had, - however, no bearing on the
sense, since all three agree on the
point involved (which, by the way,
was not the Smith Aet but the

_McCarran internment-camp pro-

vision.)—Ed.

Sfrange Behavior
Of the French PCI

To the Editor:

Readers of LABOR ACTION may'

be interested in the following
item, translated from Le Liber-
taire, Paris, May 30:

“Vérité [organ of the .orthodox-

Frotskyist PCI] of May 22 pub-
lishes large -extraets from - the
leaflet ‘T'o the .Assassins,” which
Le Libertaire reproduced in full
last week. You remember that
this leaflet, protesting against the
exhibition in Paris of the paint-
ings of Sigueiros; organizer of:the
first -attempt on Trotosky’s life,
was signed by several revolution-
ary groupings, including the PCI,
the Anarchist Federation, and
the Surrealist Movement was its
initiator.

“It was already astonishing,-to
say the least, that the initiative
for such a protest did not come
from the PCI. It becomes scan-
dalous for Vérité, organ of this
party, to content itself with pub-
lishing it in a fragmentary man-
ner, at the bottom of page two,
preceded by a note which presents
it as a ‘protest of the Anarchist
Federation and the Surrealist
Movement,’ without even mention-
ing the Trotskyist signature.

“For our strange comrades of

the ‘Fourth International’ it is of
course a question of not cutting
the bridges that lead to the Krem-
lin (even if they pass over Trot-
sky’s corpse). By this cowardly
action, by this implicit disavowal
of their signature, the PCI defi-
nitively = diseredits itself in the
eyes of all revolutionaries.”

Saul BERG

Doesn't Like Tone: '
On 4th International

To the Editor:

It is not often” that the-tone
of an article in LABOR ACTION is
so incorrect that comment and
criticism btcomes_necessary, The
tone and style of Philip Coben’s
article in the June 2 LABOR AcC-
TION, on the entry of the parties

of the 4th International infe the

Communist Party is so unasfute
that criticism of tone .cannot- be
called much ado -about nothing.
The article takes the flipant and
polemic tone that was in vogue at
the time that the ISL split from
the SWP. That . style was' not
correct then, but was understand-
able because the polarization of
.persons to the two groups was so
complete neither side expected to
affect the other by what was aid.
A number of years have passed
sinece the split and the discussions
surrounding it toek place. (Dis-
cussions whose tone had a bad
effect on anyone who came near
us). The friends of the ISL had a
hard time understanding the rea-

son for this tone then. For them

to understand it now is impos-
sible. s i

More important and to put it
mildly, the effect that the article
has had and will have upon mem-
bers and friends of parties affili-
ated with the 4th is not a good
one. For those among them who
comprehend to any degree the
significance of CP entry, it is a
time: of mourning and sadness.
They see before them the death
of an organization that they have
given much of their lives -and
energies to. The ISL should try
tc affect these people -politically,
toward the ISL. But Coben’s tone
puts an almost insurmountable
obstacle in front of the effect of
what the ISL has to say that is
political. : o B T e

Many publications are written
solely for the readers’ entertain-
ment, but LABOR ACTION isn’t one
of them. It has a much larger
and more important job cut out
for it. LABOR ACTION carries and
should carry more efitertaining
articles. Coben authors some of
the better ones that have ap-

peared. In the article I'am com-

menting upon his humor and sar-

casm is poor because it is mis-
applied and untimely.

Scott BYER
Los Angeles

Detroit Vigilantes — —

(Continued from page 1)

In the Van Horn case, the
umpire ruled that. she had
violated the company rules
regarding distribution of lit-
erature within the plant, but
that the discharge was too
severe a penalty. She was re-
instated without back pay.

The effect of this verdict
should be to cool off the cor-
poration and the: would-be
vigilantes in the plants. I
serves to put backbone in the
official position of the UAW-
Cl0O, for umpire's rulings are
considered a bible of con-
duct for union officials.

Another ‘recent aftermath
of the House hearings failed
to gét the attention it de-
gerved, since it -was some-
what embarrassing to the .
UAW-CIO leadership, which
kept silent during the hear-
fiis sl . ,

At the recent annual din-
ner of the Detroit Bar Asso-

15 ____, ciation,.William_T...Gossett,

chief Ford Corporation coun-
sel, made a blistering attack
on the House Commitiee on
Un-American Activities for
violating the constitutional
rights of the accused. He de-
scribed its hearings, and
those of other congressional
committées, as star-chamber
proceedings.

* It was the kind of hard-

hitting speech that used to
be associated
with liberal and labor law-
vers. The hostility of its
views to the whole. proceed=
ings was more in line with
the official atttiude of the
UAW ten years ago than the
assent of silence which gens
erally marks the present
UAW stand. :
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l:y A CORRESPONDENT of LA BATALLA

BARCELONA, June—We do not know what the foreign
newspapers are saying about the course of the Eucharistic
Congress at Barcelona, but if they have any illusions about
the sympathy which it aroused among the people they are
verywynuch in error. The hostility of the Barcelonese, and
mainly of the workers, is evident, and no small number of
the foreign pilgrims have had to take note of it. It is enough
just to keep eyes and ears open. i

.+ .As on similar occasions the weapon most often used is
the joke. The congress is called such things as the “Black

Olympics” and such labels are very popular, but it is not

worthwhile to go through the profusion of anecdotes which
circulate in.abundance. Whenever possible, the people sim-

ply .make an empty space
around the innumerable ral-
lies.
- Some innocents may be-
lieve that the audiences,
which are sometimes of sub-
stantial size, come from the
Barcelona population itself,
There is nothing more decep-
tive. Among the pilgrims,
who are not as numerous as
was officially hoped, the gen-
eral mobilization of the
church and the Falange
[Franco’s fascist movement]
from all over Spain, and
some thousands of Catholies
from the capital, old amen-
gayers, are enough to create
the illusory notion that there
was a spontaneous and deep
mobilization of the Barcelo-
nese.

The reality is otherwise.
The people think that the se-
lection of Barcelona as the
seat- of the congress was a

deeply calculated provoca--

tion by the regime—a politi-
cal. provocation which tried
to demonsirate the popular-
ity of the dictatorship and
the dictator in a capital
which; everybody knows, is
one of the vital centers of
the resistance. It is an eco-

nomic provocation too, for:

the ostentatious display of
the millions of pesetas which
the congress cost is in sharp
contrast with the terrible
scarcity and dearness of the
necessities of life.

Sinister Farce

~ And finally, the people in
Barcelona know very well
the preventive measures
taken by the police to assure

" the tranquillity of the cere-

monies. Arrests have been
numerous. The actions espe-
cially directed against the
POUM have taken on a more
-gerious character; they are
outside the framework of
mere preventive arrests.
Furthermore, the most
noted anti-fascists have been
called to the central police
office to be warned that any
acts of hostility against the
régime during the celebra-
- tion of the congress would
bring about the most severe
réprisals. Every possible
~-means of coercion has been
brought into play to assure
that the marching pilgrims
- rémain satisfied ‘and con-
vinced that Barcelona is en
niasse behind the Caudillo.
Which is a sinister farce.

Tt would be useful to note

some specific things about

the proceedings of the con-
gress. The most significant
up to now have been the ar-
rival of the representative of
the pope, Cardinal Tedes-
chini; and the arrival of
Franco. The contrast™ be-
tween them has been the sub-
ject of much comment.

One need not deny that

Msgr. Tedeschini got a rath-
er warm reception. On the
other hand, Franco, who

came the following day, was:

received ‘with- a coldness
which the official mobiliza-
tion could not disguise. The
explanation seems clear, al-
though its consequences are
perhaps not so great as some
credulous people think. '

~ Amid Prayé??and Policemen:

~ A Report from Barcelona on the Eucharistic Congress under Franco
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Undoubtedly the ecclesias-
tical authorities organized
the welcome for Msgr. Ted-
eschini with a masterful
hand and with the evident
intention of making a dif-
ferentiation between the
church and the official repre-
sentative of the regime. This
aim coincided, although not
for the same reasons; with
the intuitive feeling of the
people to show their hostility
toward the dictatorship.

The People's Way

It is well known that in
times of totalitarian terror
the people in Spain indicate
their sentiménts in whatever
manner they can,
through ball games and bull
fights. And, as the occasion
allowed, this time it was
done through the pompous

arrivals. Fanatic Catholics, -

lukewarm and indifferent,
greeted the cardinal with
applause, and turned their
backs when the dictator
“disembarked” at the Puerta
de la Paz.

Today many are asking them-
selves, and asking us, why the
church evidences this sudden de-
sire for “keeping its distance”

e |

even.

from Franco. In a way it is very
prudent of them, certainly, but
there has been enough of it for
everybody to take notice.

Let us begin by indicating our
skepticism. The differences are not
and ' cannot be basic but only a
matter of shading. If it were oth-
erwise, the church would not have
permitted the congress to be or-
genized under the Franco regime,
much less in Barcelona, for, on the
international arena, this amounts
more or less fo a certain propa-
ganda in favor of Francoism.

Speculations

It is evident that some Catho-
lies think the contrary. It is pre-
cisely Because the bishop of Bar-
celona knows the sentiments of
the people, they say, that he has
gone out of his way to mark the
differences. They insist, further-
more, on recalling the attitude of
the bishop during the strikes of
iast year, when, sincerely or not,
he was indisputably instrumental
in limiting the political and eco-
nomie repressions against the
strikes.

And they go still further. They
assert that a part of the churchis
conscious of the faect that Franco
is finding difficulty in maintain-
ing himself in spite of appear-
ances, that he is still far from
having consolidated himself in-
ternally and internationally.
Franco will end up in collapse
together with his regime; a part
of the church takes account of
this reality and is prudently pre-

~ Spain Is Already Consecrated

An Editorial from
"La Batalla,” June 10

The international Eucharistic Congress
has ended. For a week Barcelona, our pro-
letarian and revolutionary Barcelona, has
suffered under the insult of serving as the
stage for a whole series of politico-religious
demonstrations of Falangist hypocrisy and
clerical phariseeism.

The ceremonies—masses, processions, benedie-
tions, sermons, ete.—took place in the midst of the
indifference and hostility of the people. The church
of Spain is on the side of the executioners. There-
fore, during: these days, if it could not have counted
on the solicitous and mercenary attendance of the
Falangist troops, the military caste and the boux-
geois, they would' have had to preach in a desert.

Some weeks ago, Pla y Deniel, the top cardinal
of the regime, summarized the aims of the Eucha-
ristic Congress in these words: “Peace of soul,
peace in the family, peace among social classes,
peace among nations.”

The words of the cardinal, who distinguished
himself in the ddys of theecivil war and of the
brutal repressions of 1934-43 by his implacable
spirit of crusading persecution, will deceive no
one. Neither will anyone be deceived by the other
high ecclesiastical dignitary, Bishop Modrego, who

carried his love of peace to the point of proclaiming:

in a pastoral letter: “Neither will we be indifferént
to those in prison. To them will also go the spirit
of mercy and, with it, the hope of liberty.”

WHO IS THE ENEMY?

The pharisees have always been sworn® enemies
of the truth. And the #truth—recognized: even by
bourgeois and Catholic journalists in different coun-
tries—is that the Eucharistic Congress of Barcelona
has been held in a climate of repression and terror.

The high dignitaries of the church, the hierarchs
of the Falange, the heads of the army and the lords
of corruption have been able to carry on their
prayers in relative tranquillity and to assure a
minimum of security for all the Spellmans [refer-
ring to the American cardinal], beeause some days
in advance the police had carried out a flock of ar-
rests among the underground resistance movement.

The declarations about “mercy” were still fresh.
There had just been published in the Official State
Bulletin a decree of amnesty for more than 10,000
convicts. Ecelésia,. the organ of Catholic Action;
offered “two doors” to those “separated from the
civil.community’: the “pardon of the cold Taw” and

“the Heart of Christ in the spirit of the Pan-
Eucharist.”

And then, almost without a break, all these nice
words were translated into practice by the attack
on the workers' sections, the arrest of hundreds of
anti-Franco militants, the beatings and tortures in
the jails of the police, the filling of the Model Prison
in Barcelona.

In the ceremonies preliminary to the Eucharis-
tic Congress, Bishop Modrego, forgetting about
“mercy” for a moment, spoke as if in a besieged
fortress: “Let our enemies,” he said, “say what
they want and proclaim that our own ends are dif-
ferent.” Who were these enemies who, it seems,
are insensible to the sermons of the prelates under
the thumb of the tyranny? The men imprisoned
and tortured at police headquarters, evidently. But
they are not the only ones—with them is Barcelona
as always, the proletarian and people’s Barcelona,
the Barcelona of the great days of struggle; the
people who growl at the scandalous expenditures,
who mock at the medieval spectacles, who resort to
humor to ridicule the farce; this people who,
through thirteen years of hunger, misery and op-
pression, have kept their best qualities intact, their
unshakable spirit of rebellion, their faith in the
future.

THE "BLACK LEGEND™ LIVES

According to La Vanguardia Espanola, the
Eucharistic Congress was cadlled to destroy the
“second black legend’ created abroad by the “reds
and separatists.” Or, what amounts to the same
thing: it was held in order to whitewash Francoism
of ‘its guilt before certain sections of world opinion.
In this sense also its failure was visible.

The collusion of the Spanish church with the tyr-
anny is so evident that not a few Catholics in Eu-
rope and America were afraid to compromise them-
selves ‘and renounced the frip to Barcelona. The
"black ‘legend,” however much it displeases the pen-

men of the Falange, is still alive in the whole world, .

and it will not die till. the day when the Spanish
stdge will seé the last of those who gave birth fo it
with their bdrbarous crimes, their obscurantism and
their repulsive system of oppression.

In the course of the closing mass of the congress,
Franco—who was received in Barcelona with a
cold hostility comparable only to that which greeted
Primo de Rivera when he inaugurated the Inter-
national Exposition of 1929—came before the altar
and read “an act of consecration of Spain to the
Eucharist.” Of his Spain, of course; which is a
small ‘band’ of execrable parasites. For the real
Spain holds other and higher devdtions, and has
long been consecrated with great sacrifices to a
supremé ¢auise—its own- liberation.
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.among the workers,

paring for the future. In a way—
to put it in our Marxist language
—they are working with an his-
torical perspective. Hence their
interest in giving people the im-
pression of being “standoffish”
from the present regime.

It is possible that these Catho-
lics, who we suppose are in good
faith, are in earnest. But it would
be useless to enter into exagger-
ated speculations about this atti-
tude, which furthermore can go
on indefinitely. The advantages
gained by the church thanks to
the Franco regime are so impor-
tant that only with difficulty
could it disentangle itself from’
the regime in any radical and
definitive way.

On the other hand, if the inter-
nal and international pressure

mounts against Franco, if the. .

foreign Catholies themselves who ™
are hostile to the regime (and
their number is legion) continue
tc demonstrate their disagrees
ment, then it is much more likely
that the Spanish church, or its
cleverer sections, will move fur-
ther away from the government.
What else can they do if they are
not to lose everything?

""Social Peace"

P.S.—"Social Peace Day" has
just been celebrated: a curious and
angering spectacle. To make the
ceremonies look better, the plants
and shops closed their doors. By
official order, of course. Various
workers' delegations, led by their
bosses and [fascist]l union heads,
filed by coldly, without enthusiasm,
One  could see their attendance
was compulsory just by looking at
the way they walked.

The leaders of the corporative
unions had to do some pretty
sweating to get some of the dele-"
gations down there. Most of them
used coercion, threats of fines and
dismissal. Others, who do much
talking about the atmosphere
held forth
with approximately the follow-
ing line of argumentation: “What
can you expect? We have to go

even though you are against this J»

masquerade. Our attendance will
serve as a moral argument to in-
sist on an inc¢rease in wages.”
We don’t believe that anyone
took such cynical arguments seri-
cusly. In the minds of the union
delegates, it doubtless seemed to
be piece of great political clever-
ness. In reality it shows how
much’ they fear the general dis-
content.

(Tmnslated. from La Batalla,
June 10.)
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~June 30, 1952 K

By Vs. FELIX

Just before World War II, the All-Union
Communist Party was thoroughly renewed;
through a series of purges, a membership faith-
ful to the “general line” of Stalin’s Politbureau
was selected.

Stalin’s CP has lived through three .great
purges which were directly conneeted with the
changes in the political course of “building so-
cialism in one country.” With the liquidation of
the New Economic Policy (NEP) in 1928, well
over. 100,000 party members were cleaned out.
In 19338, as a result of the collectivization of agri-
culture, about a half million party members were
purged. These figures were given by L. Kagano-
vich at the plenum .of the Central Committee in
January 1933; they were also mentioned by S.
Kirov in Pravda for January 22, 1933.

This purge reached its greatest scope in the
Ukraine as a result of the famine of 1932. Thus,
win 1933, out of the 600,000 members of the Com-
munist Party of the Ukraine, there remained
only one-half that number in the party. The same
thing happened in the Ukrainian Komsomol
(Young Communist League) : in 1932 there were
1,300,000 members; in 1933 there remained
700,000; and in 1934 only 450,000 were left.

The third purge of the party took place in
the years of the so-called “Thermidor,” 1936-
1938, in the period when the Stalinist bureau-
cracy definitively took over power not only in
the party but also in all fields of political, social
and economic life in the country. The definite
figure of purged members is not known for this
period. But it is known that in 1934 the member-
ship of the party amounted to 1,872,488, whereas
in 1939 it was only 1,588,852. This means that
in the “Thermidor” period at least 300,000 party
members were purged.!

The purged rank-and-file members were re-
placed by newly selected members. From the fol-
lowing data we can see who these new members
of the All-Union CP were.

Already: in 1930, almost half of the party
membership consisted of elements from non-pro-
letarian professions: 45.3 per cent of the party
members were employees  [sluzhashchiye], offi-
cials, army officers, students, etc.?

“Rejuvenation”

In the following years, undoubtedly, the same

‘process of deproletarianization continued in the
CP. Party members who were workers “in
origin" but who, in the course of two or three
decades, continuously and- uninterruptedly ful-
filled bureaucratic functions undoubtedly lost
contact with the class from which they had come,
during such a long time. There are no official
data on the social origins of the party members
after 1930 (at least, we have not found any).
But the following data still show that the proc-
ess was indeed going on in the direction of de-
proletarianization of the CP. :

The reports of the credential committees of

the party congresses show, for instance, that

- among the delegates to the 16th Congress (July
1930—the congress of “victorious industrializa-
tion”) there were 65 per cent who were workers
“in origin,” but enly one-fifth of them were work-
ing in industry as actual workers at that time.
Among the delegates to the 17th Congress
(1934) already only 9.3 per cent were workers.
At the 18th Congress (1939) no such breakdown
was made at all.

- In addition, the 18th Congress changed tHe
party statutes by deleting the paragraphs which
spoke of the proletarian origin of members of
_the CP. In this way the Stalinist party ceased to
be a proletarian party even officially.

Side by side with the process of deproletari-

anization of the party, there was another proc-
ess gping on—"rejuvenation” of the party. In

““the purges the first to die were the "Old Guard,"”

the old Bolsheviks who had participated in the
revolution. Their place in the party was taken
by the young "Stalin generation.” This process

(1) Data and figures from Politychnyi Slovnyk,
Politvydav, Kiev, 1940, pp. 99 and 556.
(2) -Data’ from Bolshaya Sovetskaya Entsiklopedia,
Vol. XI, page 533.

, . Y

Translated from Vpered, the organ of the
Ukrainian Revolutionary Democratic Party, No.
1-2, 1951.
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. can be seen from the following data.

@

In 1918 the membership of the party amount-
ed to 270,000, the majority being young people.
In 1939, out of 1,589,000 members, only 1.3 per
cent had belonged to the party since 1917—about
20,000 members. It would seem that.a natural
mortality rate, even the greatest, could not have
taken away such a number of the old party mem-
bers in the course of 20 years. One might assume
that they died during the civil war, but there are
figures which directly contradiet such an as-
sumption. The party census for 1927 stated that
at that time there were 773,220 members in the
party; among these were 34 per cent (243,030)
who dated their membership from 1920—that is,
they had survived the civil war.

Bureaucratic Ballas#

Thus it is clear that in 1939 at least 180-
200,000 of the old Bolsheviks should have still
been alive. Where then did they disappear to?
We have already given the figure of 300,000
members purged in the “Thermidor” years:
among them is precisely thig Old Guard.? -

Here is another brief .illusi['uiion on the same

" subject. The party length of service (stazh) of

the delegates to the party congresses shows the
same #trend. In the pre-"Thermidorean™ 17th
Congress, 80 per cent of the members dated from
1919 and earlier; those who dated from 1929
constituted 2.6 per cent. In the post-"Thermi-
dorean™ 18th Congress; there were 14.8 and 43
per cent in the same categories respectively.
This means that the old Bolsheviks—the members
dating from 1919—were reduced by 65 per cent,
whereas the "new Bolsheviks,” the Stalinists—
members dating from 1929, after the destruction
of the Trotskyist opposition—increased numeri-
cally by 40 per cent. The CP was "rejuven-
ated” .. . :

The All-Union CP, renewed qualitatively and
quantitatively,.with a membership in 1940 of
3,399,975 people, was placed before an historic
test of vitality by Hitler’s invasion of the USSR.

Just as the war began, some very interesting
changes took place in the CP. The decision of the
Central Committee on August 19, 1941 immedi-
ately opened the doors for new people; and en-
trance conditions for the new people were made
easier. A candidate to the CP now needed only

- the recommendations of three party members

who had been members for one year. The decision
of December 9, 1941 cut down the length of the
candidateship to three months only.’ Such new
conditions for membership resulted in an in-

-crease in the number of party members. Many

soldiers and many officers entered the party. No-
body checked the theoretical and political knowl-
edge of these new members. In the more rear-
ward areas of the country, the majority of new

members entering the party were from the bu-

reaucracy. Definite statistical data, of course, do
not exist, but there are significant hints indicat-
ing the fact. For example, in the Cheliabinsk re-
gion (the Ural) at the end of 1941 and during
the first two months of 1942, 600 workers, 289
collective farmers, and 2,035 employees entered
the party (Pravde, April 22, 1942). Among those
who completed their candidateship at that time
there were 909 workers, 399 kolkhoz farmers,
and 3,515 employees (ibid.). These figures clear-
ly say that the bureaucracy constituted at least
70 per cent of the new party members. '

The growth of party membership during the
war was really tremendous. In 1942 alone, about
1,340,000 new members entered the party.s At

(3) Data from the stenographic reports of the party
congresses, Politychnyi Slovnyk, page 597, and Bolshaya
Sovetskaya Entsiklopedia, Vol. XI, page 538.

(4) Data from reports of credentials committees of
the 17th and 18th Congresses.

- 45) For each decision, cf. Partiynaya Zhizn, No. 20,
(6) Bolshevik, No..20, 1947, page 37,
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COMPOSITION OF THE RUSSIAN CP

the first organizational conference of the Comin-
form in Poland, in September 1947, the repre-
sentative of the All-Union CP, Malenkov, gave
the following figures for the membership of the
CP: in 1940—3,399,975; in 1945—5,760,369 ; in
1947—6,300,000. About half of these people en
tered the party during the war. :

- Immediately affer the war the doors of .nl_rgf

-into the party were closed.again. The main:effort

was directed toward the "digestion” of the new
members from the war years. At the above-

mentioned Cominform conference, Malenkov

again.gave out: the slogan that "'quality is more
-important than quantity." The majority of new .
members had a very low level of political edu-
cation, and it would take a long time o teach
them. The bureaucrats littered the party to such
an extent that, in post-war propaganda, a spe-
cial field had to be designated for the fight
-against bureaucratism. However, in spite of the
increase of this “ballast” in the party, no large-
scale purges were undertaken during the first
five post-war years. Only in the former Nazi-
occupied regions was there a local purge in 1946,
It seems that this "ballast” was not purged ou#
of the party simply because it did not represent
any significant danger fo the party bureaucracy:
the "ballast” was not very political-minded and
not at all independent in its thinking. The bureau-
cratized party could co-exist with it peacefully.

The Intelligentsia

No other significant changes took place in the
CP during this period. The relationship between
the party apparatus and the rank-and-file mem- .
bers was still what it was before the war. In the
party publications, too often ene finds criticisms
of the rank and file but no criticism of the party
apparatus. The rank-and-file members are al- .

P s O

ways being accused of lack of discipline, of a low, . '

level in political education, weakness in activity,
ete. ... o ”

The permanent demand for increasing the political
education of the party members, apparently, is not bound
up exclusively with the entrance of new members during
the war. A general characteristic is the low level of edu-
cation among the party members. In 1947, of the six
million party members, only 400,000 had a university
efiucation, while 1,300,000 had a secondary-school educa-
tion and 1,500,000 had seven-year schooling. The rest,
almost half the membership, had little or no school edu- *
cation.? ' '

We mentioned above the question of workers’ mem-
bership in the CP. Not better is the case of intellectuals
(trudovaya inteligentsiya). In 1947, the CP had only
148,000 engineers, 24,000 agronomists and other agri-
cultural professionals, 40,000 physicians and 80,000
teachers.® Unfortunately we do not have the statistical .
data on the total number of workers of these profes-
sions for the same year. But obviously this nhumber
should be well above the figures for 1937. And in 1937
there were, altogether in the USSR, 250,000 engineers,
176,000 agronomists, 132,000 physicians and 969,000.
teacbers. A comparison of these figures shows that the
partltcipation of the intelligentsia in the CP is not very
great.

No important changes took place in the composition
of the Politbureau of the All-Union CP in this period.
Some personnel changes occurred, but apparently they
were not very important. In 1939 the Politbureau. con-
sisted of Stalin, Molotov, Voroshilov, Kaganovich, Miko-
yan, Andreyev, Zhdanov, Kalinin and Khrushchev. The
candidates to the Politbureau were Shvernik and Berya.
Kalinin died in 1946, Zhdanov in 1948. In 1941 a “new
star,” Malenkov, became a member. In the same year
Voznesensky became a candidate to the Politbureau. In

1947 Voznesensky and Berya became members; and in

the same year Bulganin and Kosygin became candidates.
In March 1949 Voznesensky suddenly disappeared from
the scene, Thus in 1949 the Politbureau cornsisted of
St_alin, Molotov, Malenkov, Berya, Kaganovich, Andreyey,
Mikoyan, Voroshilov and Khrushechev. The candidates
were Shvernik, Bulganin and Kosygin. But by 1950 the
Politbureau was again enlarged to the original size of 11
members: Bulganin and Kosygin became full members,
and only Shvernik remained a candidate. :

The Orgbureau of the CP consisted in 1946 of Stalin,”
Zhdanov, Malenkov, Mekhlis, Mikhaylov, Bulganin, Pop-
ov, Patolichev, Kuznetsov, Suslov, Andrianov, Aleksan- -
drov, Rodionov and Shatalin. The Politbureau and the
Orgbureau interlock through the members who enter .
both institutions. In"their hands they hold the whole
party, and through the party they hold the whole state. =

(T) Partiynaya Zhizn, No. 20, 1947.
(8) Ibid.

(9) Date for 1937 from speech by V. Molotov at the *
18th party congress. ; _ : 23
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what would you do if a Russian MacArthur were ap-
proaching the Me)l(ican side of the Rio Grande? Thus
Stone.

Gem of Hypocrisy

And fhe Russians—what was their role? Stone says
that at the beginning of the war the American ambas-
sador in Moscow was instructed to make representations

‘to the Russian government to call off their satellite in
- Korea. The Russians replied that in the first place the
.war had been started by the South Koreans, and in the
"sécond that the Russian government had withdrawn its

troops from Korea earlier than the American govern-
ment and had “thereby confirmed its traditional prin-
ciple of non-interference in the internal affairs of other

“states. And now as well the Soviet 'government adheres

to the principle of the impermissibility of interference
by foreign powers in the internal affairs of Korea.”
Stone quotes this gem of hypocrisy without comment,
and in o context which praises the Russian government for
its mildness and forbearance at the provocative and

"humiliating™ tfone of the American note, while chiding it
for not making "some concrete proposal” by which to
open the way for peace talks.

It is true that no one has yet been able to give con-
crete evidence of the role of the Russian government
in launching th Korean war, It is clear from Stone’s
own account, however, that at this stage, when the North
Koreans were winning, the Russians confined themselves
to warning the United States against intervention. That
they, like the America government, were not prepared to
turn Korea into the beginning of World War III does
not need demonstration. Stone, however, seeks to ab-
solve them.from any responsibility for the actions of
their puppet government.

Wide Open to Attack

Stone’s whole method in dealing with the Stalinists
in the war in Korea is analogous to the method of our
liberals in dealing with their own government. Like
them, he sees mistakes, stupidities, and confusions in
the policy of the government which he is defending.
But he does not see that Stalinism is impelled by its

Stone: How Much Is Hidden? —

very nature to pursue a policy which is imperialist ifg -

character, and in the end makes war inevitable,

This aspect of The Hidden History of the Korean War
will permit the apologists for the American government
to attack it without grappling with its thesis on the role
of MacArthur and the Truman administration. It is that,
however, which, regerdless of the motives of the authof,
demands attention, discussion, and investigation on its own
merits. .

I. F. Stone’s book cannot be accepted as a full his-
tory of the war in Korea. Such a history can be written
only by a person who is concerned with the social and
political forces and motives which keeps the cold war

. going on beth sides. War has a way of sharpening and

concentrating the expression of these forces, and laying
the motives bare for all those who want to see. The
tragedy of the Korean people offers an opportunity for
all of us to see our future as it is being shaped by the
forces of Stalinist and American imperialism. Only the
most conscious and vigorous intervention of the peoples,
of the third camp, can prevent this tragedy from engulf-
ing all of us.

: {Continued from page 1)

operations in Korea has also been
accompanied by repeated “warn-
ings” by military commanders in

_ the field that the Stalinists are

I “by Mrs.

" wingers

preparing an all-out offensive. It
is difficult to see just what they
could possibly hope to gain at the
present time by doing so. The
Stalinists have just won a major
political battle, the battle of Koje
Island. The teriacity of the pris-
oners in the face of military. op-
erations against them has gome
far to undermine the position ‘on
prisoner exchange taken by the
UN representatives at the Pan-

“munjom negotiations.

CONVENIENT

The warnings of an imminent
Stalinist offensive, on the other

hand, "are a convenient explana-
tion for the. increased military
pressure which the American
commanders are applying and for
preparations .to extend the area
of the war. 3 :

An article by Times military
expert Hanson Baldwin (June
26) made clear that the air at-
tack was a “politico-military de-
cision of Washington.” The air
force, he relates, had had previous
plans for bombing the same ob-
jectives, but “by direct orders of
Washington, he [General O'Don-
nell] was never allowed to carry
out these plans. The Supung
(Suiho) dam and generators
came to be viewed primarily as
a political, rather than a military,
target.”

He continues: “There were some
doubts about this plan. Most im-

" portant was whether the destruc-

:

tion of these generators would
have the desired political effects.
Judging from the first enemy re-
actions, it is quite possible the
Chinese attitude may become
tougher fo match our increased
toughness.”

He adds still another political
consideration, by implication. He
points out that the operation “was
a sufficient answer to those who
contend we have lost air superi-
ority in Korea,” referring to Taft
and other Republicans. Is he hint-
ing that the “politico-military de-
cision” was made partly because
of home politics in this presiden-
tial election year?

In contrast with this analysis,
the State Department told the
press that the attack was ‘“con-
sidered entirely a military deci-
sion.” Anyone who grants this
statement to be honest must con-

LONDON LETTER

By ALLAN VAUGHAN

'LONDON, June 17 — The
‘choice of Aneurin Bevan as

the main speaker at the La-
bor Party rally at the Filey
holiday camp, this week, was
of considerable significance.
The ovation he received after be-
ing introduced by Harry Earnshaw,
1he chairman of the party National
Executive, was such that any right-
must have found them-
selves in an awkward position.
Bevan’s speech at the rally yes-
terday ‘was preceded by a compe-
tent speech outlining the dishon-
esty of Tory promises, delivered
Irene White, another

member of the National Execu-
tive. The only note struck by

‘Bevan in the course of his elo-

guent speech which bore upon the
party struggle was his reference

“ %0 the NEC’s opposition to West

German rearmament before elec-

-tions have been held in West Ger-
miany and if possible in all Ger-

many. It seems clear that Bevan
‘was warning the parliamentary
Labor caucus of the decision of
the NEC on.this matter—which

" decision Attleee has obviously vio-
7lated. To many, it seemed at the
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Bevan and | : the Laborite Youth

rally that Aneurin Bevan was the
leader of the Labor Party in all
but name. :

Before the Labor Party rally. it-
self was held, the Labor Party
League of Youth held its second
annual conference. Unlike last
year, when the. party’s bureau-
cratic handling of the youth league
was half-supported by the Nation-
al Consultative Committee (NCC])
of the league, the league confer-
ence found itself solidly behind the
NCC on most of the important is-
sues facing the organization.

The most important issues are:
(1) the refusal of the party NEC
to allow political issues to be dis-
cussed at the conference; (2) the
refusal of the party NEC to al-
low League of Youth representa-
tion on the NEC, as it does in the
case of the Women’s Section of
the party; (3) the decision to
hold the league conference in the
middle of the Filey rally without
prior consultation with the NCC
of the league; (4) thesundemo-
cratic nature of the editor’s posi-
tion with respect to Socialist
Advance, the league’s paper.

On all these issues the NCC
accepted the. resolutions which
dealt with the matters  outlined

above, The League of Youth con-
ference also discussed Youth and
Education, Youth and Employ-
ment, and Youth and Recreation.
The next move is now with the
party NEC. Will the latter grant
the demands of the league or not?

I am of the opinion that the
next stage of the League of
Youth’s development will be
bound up with the much larger
and more important struggle
within the movement against the
right-wing “Old Guard” (in the
bad sense of the term). The Labor
Party must be transformed from
within before the league can se-
cure its rights within the party.

This implies a close linkage be- .

tween the two struggles—the one
between the League of Youth-and
the right-wing leadership of the
party, the other between the Be-
van group and the same right
wing. This the Bevanites appre-
ciate, for they know that the
League of Youth is wholly behind
them, and that the younger age
brackets can help to give them
_the necessary dynamic to win out.
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U.S. Threats to Extend War — —

clude that those responsible are
stupid, since - the consequences
have been-far from purely mili-

tary, especially with relation to

the reaction of Europe.

The bombings on the Yalu river
border, and the statements by
Lovett that the commanding gen-
eral in Korea has the right to ex-
tend such bombings to Manchu-
rian without prior consultation
with Allied governments, raised
a storm of protest by the Labor
Party members in the British
Parliament. The important thing
to note is that in answering these
protests, Primé Minister Chur-
chill has admitted that the British
government was not informed of
the plan to launch this attack, and
that he believes that as far as
Korea is concerned “we are in
great difficulty there.”

BEVAN ATTACKS

A London dispaich to the New
York Times dated June 24 states
that "the inferences that a good
many of his [Churchill's] hearers
on both sides of the House drew
from his remark was that he did

not like the situation much better ~

than ‘did the ecritics of the exten-
sion of the air attacks at a time
when a truce was sfill believed
here to be not impossible.”

Koje: Victory for s

{Continued from page 1)

wanted to be repatriated from
those who did not.

The action was one which the
Stalinists eould not afford to let
pass, for it threatened their as-
siduously disseminated propa-
ganda as to the popularity of the
.North Korean and Chinese re-
gimes. There is also no reason to
assume that the Stalinists were
also not reacting to the open and
veiled intimidation by the United
States and other UN personnel.

DEBACLE

Their campaign of inner con-
solidation of the ecamps and ex-
ternal campaign directed against
the camp administration culmi-
nated in the kidnaping of the
camp commandant. The statement
dictated by the PW leadership
and released Ry the new comman-
dant that there would be no more
“bloodshed and violence,” “forced
screening,” and “rearming of
prisoners’ was a piece of sang
froid matched only by the cowar-
dice and the political and perhaps
more general stupidity of the
generals involved. If the expres-
sion “losing face” is more than
journalistic cant United States
prestige can be said to have sunk
to a new low at the foregoing
juncture, not only in the East but
in the West, and among friendly
as well as enemy nations.

All that remained was to com-
‘plete the debacle. The statement
issued by the camp commandant
was torn up. An entire regiment
of paratroopers was rushed in.

4

Both Bevan and Attlee demand-
ed to know whether the stepping
up of operations in Korea were
the result of a new poliey decision,
Churchill replied that “there is
no change in policy so far as the
government is concerned.” Bevan
quoted a Pentagon spokesman as
having said that “the best way of
breaking the deadlock at Panmun-
jom is to hit the enemy with all
the force at our command,” and
that the bombings of the power
stations were “part of a get-tough
policy in the military as well as

the political field.” When Chur- ~

chill sought to defend the attack
as a matter within the discretion
of the military commander in the
field, Bevan shouted:

“If you want fo go to war, why
not say so?”

We do. not claim to know what
are the plans of the Truman ad-
ministration and its military hier-
archy; but the general tendeney
of the American government .to
solve the most knotty problems
of foreign policy by a display -of
military force, however, is noth-
ing new. The very least that is -
indicated politically in this coun-
try is the mobilization of opinion
against the possibility of the ex-
pansion of the war by our govern-
ment.

Armed to the teeth and backed by
tanks and flamethrowers they
crashed into the compounds and
began breaking them up into what
are referred to as "manageable"
units, killing many of the almost
completely helpless prisoners in
the process.

The eynical Stalinist leadership
could hardly have asked for a
happier denouement.

FINISHING TOUCH

To round off the whole grisly
business only a touch of the ab-
surd was needed, and it was
thoughtfully provided by a major
general who returned to the West
Coast from Korea during the final
phases of the Koje struggle.

Interviewed by newspapermen
on the over-all Korean picture he
stated—almost as if it were a. cur-
rent banality—that he doubted if
the UN forces could withstand a
Chinese offensive. If the handling
of the Koje campaign is an ex-
ample of what to expect he may
well be right. He added, further,
that he was unclear, really, as teo
just ‘what the United States forces
were doing in Korea at all. This is .

also a legitimate query, the answer 3

to which has not yet been satisfac-
torily given even in the capitalists’
own terms.

The general was, as the routine
provides, duly and mildly repri=
manded by his commanding offi-
Ccer. z

It is, one sees, still a free coun-
{ry, certainly for generals.
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