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ew York Rally
nd Picket Lines
Condemn Franco's
Assassinations

By MARY BELL . 3

NEW YORK, March 26—An overflow crowd of several
hundreds more than filled Freedom House tonight in a rally
to protest the execution of trade-union and political victims
by the Franco dictatorship in Spain. It was sponsored by
the Sociedades Espanolas Confederadas, a non-partisan
Spanish aid group, the International League for the Rights
of Man, the Inter-American Association for Democracy and
Freedom,-the Workers Defense League.and the League for
Industrial Democracy.

. The meeting' was chaired by Frances Grant of the League
for the Rights of Man. The speakers, who vigorously de-
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The Case of the FFRF: An Exchange
Boris Shub’s Defense and a Reply
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By BEN HALL

The United Auto Workers (CIO) educational conference
in Cleveland which opens on April 3 will be treated to an
impressive political-social-economic variety program. Ad-
vance reports on its agenda announce the appearance of
speakers from all walks of life. Unlike the staid and sober
atmosphere of so many. ordinary union gatherings, this con-
ference will do more than concentrate on the humdrum re-
alities of everyday routine.

It will peer into the somewhat speculative future, for ex-
ample, in its lectures and discussions on servo-mechanisms
while it probes the possibilities and consequences of the re-
placement of man by machines in the days to come. Other
items on the agenda will give
an even freer hand to imagi-
nation by posing such bold
questions as : Should there be
morality in American poli-

however, that this point belongs
on the agenda of a UAW confer-
ence; for unlike any other union
in the United States, it strives to
become the “vanguard of Amer-

. Will UAW Give Political
- Leadership in 19527

nounced Franco and the U. S. policy of aid to the murderous

totalitarian regime, were:
Carey, secretary.-treasurer
of the CIO and president of
the Electrical  Workers
(IUE); Norman Thomas;
Roger Baldwin; Professor
Robert . Alexander of Rut-

Bers, just returned from Spain,
‘author of The Peron Era; Dr.

Republican member of the N. Y.
City Council and member of
Americans for Democratic Aec-
tion; and Jesus Galindez of the
Spanish group.

Picket signs which had been car-

.ried by the demonstraters in front

of the Spanish consulate flanked

-the rostrum and vividly proclaimed

tics? In a spirit of the fullest
freedom, matters of science
and sociology will come up for
discussion and debate.

Of equal interest, even more
urgent if less acedemic, is another
question: What does the UAW in-
tend to do to offer political lead-
ership in 1952, to the American
labor movement and to the Amer-
ican people?

Where and- how this problem

ica, the architect of the future.”

1952 brings a presidential elec-
tion. Eisenhower’s stock rises and
his hopes of vietory mount. His
chances of moving into the presi-
dential mansion and giving a
sharp conservative turn to domes-
tic policy are great. And, iron-
ically enough, his opportunities
stem from the growing  disap-
pointment and disillusionment
with the Truman administration.

the reasén for the meeting. The
(Turn to last page)

Eduardo Santos, former presi-
dent of Colombia; Stanley Isaacs,

Anti-Franco Picket Line Demonstrates Before Spanish_Consulate

s Ol’-gaﬁlnd by the Committee to Defend Franco’s Labor Victims, whose

formation was reported in last week's issue, picket lines paraded duwr-

' jng four days before the building housing the Spanish consulate in New
‘York City dnd before the Spanish tourist office. On Thursday and Friday,
“§fom 12’1 1 g.m., the scene of action was the consulate at S}E_Mndim

v
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What shall labor do in ’527 Sure-
ly this will be a paramount

will be treated remains a little
hazy. We can say with assurance,

Avenue (photes above); on Monday and Tuesday from 5-6 p.m., at the
tourist office.. Upper left: Roland Watts, national secretary of the

‘Workers Defense Leogue, leading the picket line; lower left: Albert
.Gates, secretary. of the Independent Socialist League: lower middie:
-Norman Thomas of the Soclalist Party.
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At the last UAW Educational
Conference, in 1949, a highlight
was the address by Prof. Rob-
ert Lynd. See page 4 for a key
passage from his talk.

The entire address was pub-
lished by the UAW in pamphlet
form. It's still eye-opening read-
ing. And you can still get it
from the UAW office, or from
Labor Action Book Service, 114
West 14 Street, N. Y. C,

thought at the Cleveland sessions,

In 1948, the International Ex<
ecutive Boaord of the UAW sol-
emnly announced +that it would
take the leadership in working for

a new political -alignment in the.

United States that would see the
formation of a new progressive
party of the people. And Walter

“Reuther felt moved enough to tell

the UAW membership that he
would personally dedicate himself’
te that aim. Several years have
passed during which time the
UAW's political policy-has shown
few signs of change. .

A year ago, all labor represent-
atives on government war boards
resigned against what they called
the reactionary trend in all na-
tional policy. They denounced the
administration -in Washington

and demanded drastic changes. At -

the UAW convention last year,
one-third of the votes were cast
for a resolution calling for the
formation of a: labor party. Al-
though this resolution was not
carried, the majority resolution
which was adopted, with the sup-
port of the UAW leadership; pro-
posed that the UAW take the
initiative in calling upon the CIO
to convoke a national political
conference of labor in prepara-
tion for the ’52 eleetions.

But the labor movement re-
turned to the war boards. The
UAW convention resolution has
been awaiting action since.

The steel union has just gone
through negotiations with industry
and has participated in Wage Sta-
bilization hearings that seemed

- interminable. At long last, the

board issued its recommendations.
Defense Mobilizer Charles E. Wil-
son hastens to repudiate the board
recommerdations. His reasons are
simple: the board should have reec-
ommended that the union get less.

Such is the elemental reasoning- -

of a typical representative of big
business, appointed by Truman fo
one of the most powerful economic

‘posts in government,

Last year Truman. refused to .

remove Wilson despite the vocif-

erous demands of the unions. This
year he remains to stick a knife
into the steel workers. .
Fittingly enough, the UAW
conference meets this week. Time
for the UAW to begin to apply
some of its own resolutions.
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Police Orgies of Thuggery Shock
Los Angeles to Protest and Action

By REX HILL

LOS ANGELES, March 17—A
city whose official spokesmen and
civie feadérs often praise it “as
cne of the best governed and
most progressive cities in the
world” had the spotlight turned
on it today. At a City Counecil
hearing this afternoon two main
problems remmained to be clarified
and solved: (1) ever~increasing
allegations of police brutality in
dealing with prisoners, suspects,
. and especially Mexican and Negro
people who cross the cops’ path;
and (2) a series of home bomb-
ings in an area where some Ne-
groes are moving in, culminating
in twin blasts apainst Negro-
occupied houses only yesterday,
the day before the much-publi-
cized hearing. Several of the po-
lice victims were members of
minorities.

The charges of police brutality,
even in routine investigation, get
their impetus only after six
Youths were beaten badly after
arrest last Christmas Eve by, it
is charged, some fifty police, and
also following a case in which two
East Side community leadets,
Anthény P. Rios and Alfred
Ulioa, complained of having been
beaten by drunken policeinen.

E€HRISTMAS ORGY
Ofthér persons, who apparently
- had béen afrdid to make similar
chdrges previously, were now em-
béldened to speak up. The serious-

ftess of the matter is evident when'

weé fiote that the FBI claims if "has
been secretly workmg on the bru-
fFality charges for some time."

By WALTER JASON
DETROIT, March 23—The
retreat on the civil-liberties
and democratic-rights front
¢ontinued unabated here,
with one ir’nportarit excep-
tion.

There was the action of Flint
Buick T.ocal 599, which voted at
a membership meeting to ask the
House Committee on Un-Ameri-
ean Activities to investigate
“Communists” in that local, even
tHough most local leadeérs and the
regional’ director Robert Carter
denied that “Communists” ran
the local.

The Michigan Republican aHur-
mey general was very happy to
seize the occasion to send_special
lnveshgufors to quesﬂon ‘subver-
sives" in that local union. The Re-
publican Party in Michigan would
Be only too happy to investigate
every local union from now until
#he_election next November.

- The Detroit Federation of
Meachers at a meeting attended
by over 300 persons voted 2 to 1
against defending Mrs. Maki, an
art teacher of 23 years seniority,
who was accused at the hearings
of being a member of the Com-
munist Party. Her work record
Wwas defended by teachers, the
school principal and the children.

The Musicians Union expelled
J. Yanover, a violinist with the
Petroit Symphony Orchestra, for
Tefusing to testify at the hear-
ings on charges that he was a
member of the Communist Party.

ART IN THE DOCK
é “Phanks to the eternal vigilance
- of that prominemt” Detroit ﬁgure

On the “sadistic Christmas Eve
orgy,” as one of the papers put it,
Judge Joseph L. Call’s statement
calling for a grand-jury probe
(after the police department pre-
pared its own report) was excep-
tionally blunt for one coming
from the bench:

“The record in this case is per-
meated with testimony of vicious
heatings and brutality to prison-
ers long after they were taken
into custody.

“It stinks to high heaven and
all the perfume in Arabia won’t
eliminate the stench. It castigates
those loyal officers who are honest
and efficient. When these officers
placed these defendahts in cus:
tody their duties as officers had
béen performed. However, they
were beaten after the arrests.

"The brutality of these officers
is infolerable and defeats the law
itself. Such unjustifiablé conduct
on the part of these officers, who
are sworn to defénd the Constitu-
tion and defend thé rights of the
people, constitutes a series of
crimes. They are guilty of assault,
battery and assault with a deadly
weapon—feélony.” (Los Angeles

. Mirrer, Mareh 13.)

SLIPPED IN BLOOD

The Mirror of March 14 report-
ed: “The youths said they weére
beaten by police, some of whom
were drunk, after they wereé taken
to Central Station and city jail
Christmas eve. They said two of-
ficers held each of them while
others lined up and took turns in
slugging them. They were punch-
ed in the stomach and in the face.

ttack Continues
n Civil Liberties

and former mayor, Eugene Van
Antwerp, now a city councilman,
another plot to subvert American
life and bring Communism to De-
troit was exposed last week.
The 19-year-old murals at the
Detroit Institute of Arts, conimis-
sioned by Edsel Ford and paintgd

" by Diego Rivera, were denounced
~‘on the city council flocor as "Com-

munist'- end' a demiand was made
that they be destroyed or af least
covered up.

The' murals aré a brilliant por-
trayal of Detroit's factory life, and
they have won universal praise as
represénting the finest of Rivera's
works. Both the Detroit Free Press
and the comimanders of dll Veter-
ons of Foreign Wars posts have
joined in Van Antwerp's campaigh
against’ the Rivera murals: Only
the director of the Ar¥ Institufe
has so far come to the defense of
this' masterpiece.

When the Rivera murals were
first displayed in 1933; only a
minor sector of the Catholic
Church objected to one scene
which was claimed to be- “sacri-
legious.”

What happened- in the current
Rivera controversy was that
someonie gave Van Antwerp the
N. Y. Times clippings on the dis-
pute over Rivera's latest murals
in Mexico. It was 'a nice stunt for
Van Antwerp to make page one,
And the VFW is naturally anx-
ious to show at every opportunity
that it defends America against
all reds. The Detroit Free Press
attitude is understandable if one
knows the stupidity of its chief
editorial writer, Malcolm Bingay.

[On March 24, the press re-
ports, the city Art Commission,

(Turn to last-page)

rutality

Their ears were twisted and
pulled. - Their bare feet were
stomped on by heavily shod cops.”

One victim had to be taken to
General Hospital for treatment
“of head injuries, a fractured
jaw, and two black eyes.” An-
other suffered “a ruptured kid-
ney, a cracked rib, a spinal in-
jury and two black eyes.” Other
vouths said they were stripped
and the cops kept beating them
until they slipped in the”prison-
ers’ blood.

Although™ seme officers claimed’

they tried to.halt the sdvage beat-
ings, "neither the sergeant nor the
lieutenaht in chargé made’ any re-
port of the matter to their su:
periors.” Also at 2 a.m. the same
night 100 policemen in Central Sta-
tion held a big Christmas party
and some of them participated in
the sluggings, according to a wit-
fess.

The only irenic note was sound-
ed by one policeman who was re-
ported to “have complained of be-
ing struck in the face by an officer
who aimed a blow at one of the

. prisoners and missed.” This case
Pris

is the most important one of the

® hearing, unless more ugly, hither-

tc hushed-up, ones are laid bare.

There is a strong possibility the -

police brass will try to whitewash
as many officers as possible in
more than one case. \
CHARGES POUR IN

Rios and Ulloa were cleared of
interféring with officers on duty
and then they promptly charged
beatings after arrest. This second
affair may help to shed much
light on past brutality by the po-
lice, for Rios is influential among
the minority groups centered
around the Community Servics
Organization, which held its own
hearing on police brutality to mi-
norities before two invited but
embarrassed brass more than two
years ago.

During this meeting, hundreds
of people of all nationalities hiss-
ed and booed when the officials
claimed that only a few rotten
eggs on the force were involved.
Again they jeéred when, in an
attempt to gauge personal feel-
ings, the audience were asked to
fill out a form of specifies about
the police, a paper which asked
each individual to classify him-
self according to  so-called
“races,” many of them merely na-
tional or linguistic terms.

Columnist Roy Aviso of the Daily
News wrote today that he had
many affidavits from' persons mis-
tred¥éd by police and who had
kept their stories secret because
of fear of reprisal. Other column-
ists have referred to letters from
readers who had been afraid of
complainfs to any police bodrd.
Aviso said:

“Almost frightening are the
wretched pleas of the vietims for
anonymity pending such tithe as
their stories are presénted as
part of the whole. . . . They are
scared stiff* of reprisals from the
police. Here are some of the ex-
cerpts from their complaints:

“¢ . . they kicked me in-the
groin and bedt me in the kidneys
and below the belt with their fists.
Then they put me in solitary ...
three or four hours, I guess . . .
no heat and the floor was wet . . .
nothing to sit on . .. no place to
lie down. . ..

WHITEWASH?

“Another: ‘I refused to sign...
because without my glasses I
couldn’t read the card-. .. two uni-
formed officers without badges
and two guards . . . beat me with
something flat in the palm of
their hands unhl I said that I
would sign.

“Still another . he [a police
officer] then s't'ru'ck me with his
fist, knocking me to the floor and
started to hit me with a chair
and when I put up my hands he
then started kicking me. . ..

“Women are no exception: ‘I
was dressed for beéd ... when I
heard my husband call me. I went

to the door and saw my husband

down on the ground and the two
officers- beating him. When I ask-
ed what the trouble was and went

‘ouft of news I:e’éullllles.

men."”

Spread; Threaten More Outrages

LOS ANGELES, March 18—
Yesterday, protest delegations
numbering aboéut 200, including
Tepresentatives of the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, Negro Labor
Council, Marine Cooks and Stew-
atds, and-the Civil Rights Con-
gress (the latter two Stalinist-
influenced organlzahons}, met
with Mayor Bowronin City Coun-
¢il chambers “in an effort to halt
a wave of terror bombings aimed
at driving Negroés from a West
Adams residential district.” City
councilmen adoptéd a resolution
“condemning’ the acts and put up
a $5000 reward for information
which would lead to arrests.

William Bailey. a Negro school
teacher, fixed up the front of his
house after the bombing and said,
"I'm going to stay right here."” A
note was found in his maifbox cut
sayiitg:
"Négroes move off Dllnsrlﬂnr Ave-
nue north of Adams. We will bomb
ali Negroes.”

Two days ago the Baileys were
asleep when the bdtilb shattered
and scattered broken glass from
a window. Across the street an-
other explosion blasted the front

_of a duplex which was recently

sold to a Negro family, who, how-
ever, were not yet living there.
The bomb was probably intended
for the former owner,

DYNAMITE!

The Greater Los Angeles CIO
Council sent “a strongly worded”
telegram to law-enforcenient offi-
cers saying that the council
“strongly feels that this latest at-
tack on the rights of American
citizens parallels similar attacks
across the country in Cicero, 111,
Grovéland, Fla., Miami, Fla., and
Dallas, Tex." (Mirror,
18.)

Governor Warren and the state
Assembly announce they will inter-
veéne in the bombing iavéstigations.
The NAACP wants assurances from
the state attorney gemweral that
"law-enforcement agencies witl be
prodded into protecting minority
race.families” throughout Califor-
nia. A Negro minister's home in
Santa Cruz was burnmed last au-
tumn. Assemblyman August F.
Hawkins (D., L.- A.) said: "Person-
ally | am of the opinion that some-

to wipe the blood from my hus-
band’s face, I was shoved aside
and they continued to beat him
with a blaekjack. .. .”

""Fhere are lots more [affidavits]
. « I alt cases the vickims contend:
they were offering no resistance.

v . o IS0'F it about fime fhat fhe

citizens' of Los Angeles demand re-
pedl of Section 202 oF the CiFy
Charfer which' provides that e
Police’ Departiment act as ifs own
policing’ og@ney?“

The grand jury is not to hear
all complaints but is to try the
officers involved $n the “Christ-
mas party” affair, Here theve is
o big problem of identification as
far as soifie police are concerned:
The charges by orgénizations
that the Police Department and
the police commission may white-
wash many policémen '(esp_e'cial-iy
brass) who are responsible is
partially borne-out by statemtents
of Chief William H. Parker
which played down: the extent of
such beatings.

All cases not heard by the
grand jury are to be reviewed by
a police commission. Today Rios
tried to speak, but, according to
the News, “Councilman Ed Roy-
bal’ sought to have Rios' story

told, but was stopped by Booth

(of the police commission) as
Police Chief Parker murmured
loudly, ‘I object, I object. All
complaints must now be in writ-
ing and to the police commission.
The mayor will appoint another
greupy “business-and professional

March )

thing much moré seridus is going
to’ huppen—worse even #Hhan' the
Los Angelés bombi This thing
is really dyhamite."

Mayor Bowron, meeting: with- a
protest: defegatmn some of whomi
keekled: him, ahswered that hé
feared “the’ Communist Partj‘ is
trying to capitalize on the’ inei=
dent as" evuience of class® frietion

_in the city.” He said there would
'be Ho whitewash but “we will ‘rot

let these acts be used for Com=-
munist purposes.” (Los A’ngéfeé
?tmes, March 18.) .

SMITH'S FINGER? -

Michael Straight, noting that
Balley, one of the bombing vie-
tims, is a former chairman of
the American Veteran Commniif-
tee’s Wendell Willkie Chapter
(Straight is national chairman of
AVC), called for “intervention by
the U. S. attorney general if W&
cal and state authorities cannot
cope with the situation.” J

Strangely efiough, no onée has
yet publicly suggested any possible
connection beétween the L. AL
benibings &nd' fascist 6. L K
Smith's recent public meetfing in
this city. Fascist groups have not
beefi mentioned in the daily press.
Even if such groups aré nof in-
volved, the pirdpaganda of Smith
and Wis Heuféndnts codild edsily in-
filuence racists to-take violent ac-
tion against Nedroes and' other
minorities. :

We're  forcefully reminded of
the old Negro who left the recen%
mass rally presided over by Wal-
ter White here. He left early, ap-
parently impatient with the steres
otyped .official statements from.
participating organizations about
“perfecting our democracy” and
the problem of individual prejus

dice; as he left the building, with—-

tears searcely held back, he said
in a choking voice, “America is
just no place for a colored man.”

LIBERAL LINE

Those who would oppose racism
chiefly becalise it gives America
a “black eye” abroad or “plays
into the hands” of the Stalinists
must take the feeling of the mi-
norities themselves into account.
Az a lettér to the Daily News
pointed out (March 17):

"No one espouses democracy '

. e sake of democracy. A leffer

wrifer deplores racial discrimind--
tion because people in other coun-
fries will disapprove. Another
writer says Stalin sifs in the Krem-
lin’ and gléats over acts of brital-
ity against minorities. A radio an-
nouncer pleads for racial unity
bécatise’ the Communists: wanf us
divided. Now Walter White, a
fong-timie active ledder for the ad-
vahcement of all colored peoplés,
repeafs all this sort fhing in- an
interview.”

People might ask themselves
why racial violénce is inereasing
all ‘ovér the country in spite of

the fact that speakers and writers

daily say we “must unite to fight
the Reds.” At the moment when
Ameriea’s official spokesmen are
trying to-sell “our American way
of 1ife” to'all peoples abroad, why
is Ameriea itself contracting de-
mocracy in every sphere? Why
are the attacks on minoritfes, the
attempts at thought-control in
the schools, the loyalty. probes,
and many other assaulis ag'amst
traditional freedom @il occurring
ir the same brief epoch?

One need not be a socialist to
se¢’ that capitalism and its vari-
ous political stooges are trying to
regiment the country for what
they believe "is the inevitable
showdown with its rival imperial-
ist power, Stalinist Russia. A%
yet there is ro strong, organized
counterattack by liberals and the
labor ‘movement. They are too
closeély tied to the war effort, bent
on proving their staunch support
of the government every time a

‘MecCarthy blasts a lek&in’g"liberal

or Tabor figuyeé.

Ln_ ol e -f;‘.'fﬁ"":.\.
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REFRESHING CANDOR ON THE PEURIFOY CASE IN GREECE

By GORDON HASKELL

The open intervention in
the dispute over the Greek
eleetoral system by U. S.
Ambassador John Peurifoy
has not only raised some-
thing of a political storm in
that country, but has also pro-
duced a political reaction here.

This political reaction is typical.
It takes the form of a discussion
of American economic and military
support fo Greece and other Euro-
pean countries with the purpose of
justifying. American .political inter-
vention. American liberals, . who
were a bit shocked by the brazen-
ness of Peurifoy's attempt to dic-

-tate the- Greek electoral system,

are now tald that at best. their
indignation comes a little late in
the game and at worst represents
a. failure- o "understand"” Amer-
fcas’s. new position in world af-
irs.
~The broadest and most thor-
ough treatment. of the matter
which-has come to our attention
appears in James Reston’s article
in the New York Times for March

23 (see also U. S. News and

World Report March 28). Reston
is one of the most sophisticated
and able liberal political commen-
tators in this country. His article
is therefore of particular interest,
especially since he writes as if
he. were completely unaware of
the real implications of the facts
and trends which he describes for

_ his readers,

ARM-TWISTING

~ He starts by referring to the
shock occasioned by Peurlfoy s ac-
tion and to the comparison made
in certain quarters between his
intervenion and that of a Russian
“ambassador in Helsinki, But, He
continues, “under the nineteenth-
century rules that governed the
zelations . between sovereign na-
tions, the United States has done
many things since the war that
would never have been tolerated.”

“General of the Army George C.
Marshall,  did not precisely ‘inter-
vene' in the last Italion election.
He merely allowed. it 1o be known
that if certain political parties
came to power in Italy, United
States aid to that country would
vanish pronte."

" Reston goes on to point out
that on his recent trip to Tokvo,
Ambassador John Foster Dulles

did not “tell Mr. Yoshida that

Japan had to agree not to sign a
peace treaty with Communist
China or that she had to sign one
with Chiang Kai-shek. Mr. Dulles
merely described what he called
the ‘realities’ of the situation to

.‘Mr.  Yoshida.”-That is, he told

him that if the Japanese govern-
ment acted. contrary to the wishes
of the United States in this mat-
ter, the American Congress might
w._eé'y well stop further financial
aid.

MARSHALLIZATION

~The same happened in the case
of German rearmament. Nelther
the French nor the British gov-
ernment were favorably disposed
to the idea when it was first pre-
sented to them.in the fall of 1950.
“But Mr. Acheson,” Reston
writes, “carrying the ball for the
Pentagon, let it be known that
unless the Germans were rearm-
ed, the chances of getting con-

- gressional support for the Euro-

pean aid program would not be
£90d.”

::He goes on to describe Ameri-
can intervention into the details

of the budgetary arrangements of -

Eucopean governments under the
Marshail Plan and North Aﬁunflc

Areaty. Under the Marshall Plan

the - American government gave
money only under the condition
that . .the recipient governments
would set aside similar sums for
internal purposes. The Americans
retained the right, and used. it, to

pass. on the specific projects for .
. ‘which these moneys were .spent.

Under- the -NATO .sefup, not only

does  an American - general- have -

ever-all command over the military

»

LS. Is Twisting Arms A

establishments of European coun-
iries, but Americans exercise close
supervision over the financing and
raising of their armies.
“Accordingly,” Reston writes,
“what used’ to be regarded as
purely domestic considerations,
such as the raising of a national
army, or the preparation of a na-

_tional budget, has gradually be-

come, under this principle of mu-
“tual ald a much more comphcated
affair, in which the nation that is
upplymg a large part of the dol-
lar aid is drawn deepe1 and deep-
er, sometimes againsf®its will, in-
to the affairs of nations which it
does not always understand.”

“MISUNDERSTANDING™,

When it comes to making addi-
tional appropriations for foreign
economic and military aid, the
American Congress looks into
every detail of the foreign ‘and
domestic policies of the countries
which are to be aided. Every-
thing, from French colonial pol-
icy to the Greek electoral system
to the British philosophy of gov-
ernment to the Italian taxation
system, becomes a matter for
American review.

And Reston seems to be saying
that the only misunderstanding is
that we still stick by #he old dip-
lomatic '}ermmology in which the
word "intervention" is loaded with
bad meanings. Thus the State De-
partment continues to insist that it
does not "intervene' in the inter-
nal affairs of other countries, while
everyone knows that it does. Its

_arqument seems to be that since

any nuhon is free to withdraw
from the "mutual aid" programs,
the United States is not interven-
ing when it tells this or that coun-
Ary how to run its affairs. :
The most striking aspect of the
“mutual aid” relationship which
is completely passed over in Res-
ton’s article is that the interven-
tion is a one-way street. No Euro-
pean government Supervises the
American budget, tells the Amer-
icans how to organize their elec-
tions, or how to collect their taxes
(and from recent disclosures
about the operations of the Bu-
reau of Internal Revenue a bit of
supervision somewhere might not
be at all superfluous.) It is true
that in a completely negative
way, European ‘' governments—
and even more, European eco-
nomic and political developments
—do influence American politics
and even the behavior of the
sAmerican Congress. But every
imperialist government in history
has been affected by events in its
colonies, dependencles, protector-
ates, and spheres of influence.

What Réston is describing is a
classical type of relationship . be-
tween a dominant -imperialist
power and its dependencies. The
intensity of the relationship, the
degree to which the United States
intervenes and controls the politi-
cal and economic life of the -dif-
ferent countries varies from case
to case. For instance, an Ameri-
can ambassador would not dare
tc tell a British prime minister
publicly that the United States
wants the British electoral sys-
tem organized differently. An
American secretary of state
would not dare to state that if the
Labor Party were to win the next
elections, all American aid to
Britain .would stop. It is quite
probable that the United States
would hesitate to intervene that
openly against the Social-Demo-

_ crats .even in a German election.

Britain and Germany are too vi-
tal to the American scheme of
things and too powerful to make
such open dictation expedient.

. THE REAL LAG

- The political relationship is, we
repeat, an old and time-tested one.
The lag in our thinking is not be-
tween.the norms of diplomacy as
practised between sovereign and
more or less equal powers in the
last century and what is happen-
ing today. .The lag consists in. the
fact that many of our liberals re-

.. fuse to recognize: the similarity be-
¢ tween: American relations to fhe

powers of Western Europe and
those which obtained between the

- latter and the Balkan, Middie East-

ern and the unconquered Asiatic
nations from the second half of the
19th century on,

One thng that is different about
the ‘“new imperialism” of . the
United States is the structure of
the economic relationship of the
metropolitan country to its de-
pendencies. Western European
imperialism grew and flourished
side by side with #he growth and
expansion of capitalism as a
world economic system. In its
early stages it took the form of
the direct economic rape of colo-
nial and dependent' countries for
raw materials and resources; and
in its later stages, of a more sys-
tematic exploitation of colonial
labor through private capital in-
vestment.

WHITEWASH

But the “new imperialism”
takes shape amid the shambles of
the capitalist order in almost
every country outside the United
States. Despite the desperate neéd
of American capital to find exter-
nal investment opportunities, the
decay of the system is such that
the private capitalist will not risk
direct investment abroad. A vast
export of capital and consumers’
goods can only be achieved by
gevernment action in the form of
grants to tottering governments

resting on. tottering economiec and

political structures. Thus the eco-
nomic and political realities dic-
tate the form of American impe-
rialism in Europe and throughout
the rest of the world.

The new context of American
imperialism makes the job of
whitewashing and justifying it
easier for our liberals than it was

ISL FUND DRIVE

By ALBERT GATES
Fund Drive Director

Contributions to the 1952 ISL
Fund Drive reached $694 this
week, with the standings there-
fore shuffled slightly. This is still
far behind the pace necessary to
meet the total quota, but gives
the drive a total of $4767 and

makes certain that it will pass the:

midway mark by the next report.

-First place still belongs to Ore-
gon with 130 per cent, closely fol-
lowed by Stireator which remains
at 100 per cent. The other branch-
es are climbing slowly. Pittsburgh
with 60 per cent _has moved into
third place, dropping. the . SYL
down a notch.

The SYL has now contributed
a total of $869.50. and its unmits
stand as follows: Chicago $358,
New York $202.50, Berkeley $94,
Detroit $62, Northwest $30, Mad-
ison $10, General $28, St. Louis
$25 and New Haven $20.

St. Louis joined the list of con-
_tributors_ with. a. payment. which
gave i} 52 per cent of its quota.
Payments were also received from
Los Angeles, Detroit and Newark,
the latter going over the 50 per
cent mark.

On the whole, however, the
payments hgve been altogether
too slow, and the majority of the
branches with the larger quotas
still remain under 50 per cent. It
is true that we have been prom-
ised. a number of contributions
for the month of April. But that
is the final month of the drive

-and the weekly average necessary -

to complete the national quota
will be around $1400. Several
good lump-sum payments will do
the trick, but it will mean that
each branch will have to step up
its individual drive.

: Suliscr-ibe to
LABOR ACTION

Over the World

for the apologists of the old im-
perialism. (The fact that the job
was more difficult in the past, by
the way, never stood in the way of
itc performance. Where there is a
will, @ way will be found.) I can
be demonstrated with relative

.ease that if the United States

were to cease exporting capital
and consumer goods (cut off for-
eign aid) the economies of many
couniries would collapse and their
governments would come dawn
with them. It can be shown, fur-
ther, that in some instances at
least Stalinism would be the most
likely successor.to the capitalist
order. and that in almest every
case the widespread chronic eco-
nomic _misery to which capitalism
has reduced the masses outside the
United States would quickly give
way, o economic catastrophe.

That is all quite true. But it is
also true that American economic
2id has nowhere solved the eco-
nomic problems of the dependent
European,
Asiatie countries, and that if
their problems were actually to
be solved, the result would be
catastmphlc for the American
capitalist economy. If these coun-
tries were to recover to the ex-
tent that they no longer needed
a surplus of American_goods, the
outlet for American capital
would be closed. The whole of
American capital. expansion
would then have to be absorbed
in this country. Only a vast and
permanent. acceleration of the ar-
mament program could possibly
take care of this expansion with-
out producing a stunning eco-
nomic crisis.

CHAUVINIST MENTALITY

It follows quite inevitably that
some degree of political control

Latin American or-

will go with this stupendous ex-
port of capital on a government-
to-government basis. The degree

ic determined by many factors,

but the most important ones are
the same in the “old” and the
“‘new” imperialisms. They are,
first, the weakness of the in 1
structure of a given co?g:y
which “invites” political interven-
tion; and second, the importance

of the- given country to the Amer-

ican over-all

pohtlcal—strateglc
scheme.

The speclﬁc context in

which the latter is.considered in.

cur day is, of course, the rivalry
between American capitalist and
Stalinist imperialisms which
dominate all world relations.

To most American liberals the
whole pattern of American impe-
rialism seems perfectly natural,
even humanitarian, and in any
event inevitable. They are only
shocked a little when, now and
then, the diplomatic curtain is
raised for a moment by, a crass bit
of publlc intervention like Peuri-
foy’s in Greece.

The one thing which most of
them are quite incapable of com-
prehending is the fact that the

peoples of the rest of the werld, .

who for some regsom are not
" American chauvinists, cannot see
the picture as they see it. James
Reston usually comprehegds these
things better than most of his col-
_leu.gues. His article ends on a note

_which is so ambiguous as to raise
o ‘suspicion of irony, as is nﬂeu ;

the case with him:

“The response here is alwa.ys
that what we are doing is not
‘intervention’—since anybody who
doesn’t want to participate in the
mutual-aid program can get out.
But somehow this point never
seems to be explained in terms
that our Allies can understand.”

g

Pace Needs Stepping-Up Toward Midpoint

Fund Drive Box Score

Quota Paid Percent

TOTAL ...$12,5000 $4767.50 38.1
Oregon ... ... 50 65 130
Streator : 25 25 -100
Plitsbnrgh i 150 90 60
Socialist Yauih Leugue 1,500 869.50 . 57.3
Newark ... 300 - 162 54
S$t. Louis 50 26 52
Cleveland ... 200 100 50 :
Buffalo ... 650 300 3
Oakland ... /500 220 . 44
-New York ...........oo...i... 4,000 1448 . 36.2
Los Angeles ... , 600 .. 200 , 33.3
Detroit ... 750 240 " 32

. Chicago 1.800 555 30.8
..Boston 50 15 30
General ... 1,000 276 27.6
Youngstown 100 25 . 25
Philadelphia 300 70 233
Baltimore ... ... 25 5 20
Seattle ... 300 55 18.3
Akron ... 75 0 0
Reading ... 75 0 0
Indiana ..., 50 0 0

FONTR!BUTE to the iISL FUND ODRIVE!

- 114. West 14 Street
_New York 11, N. Y.

Enclosed is $........

NAME

Independent Socialist League

s @S My contribution to
the ISL’s 1952 Fund Drive.

e BTATE. uivinsisssissiommsessass
(Make checks payable to Albert Gates.)
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In Defense of FFRF

To the Editor:

. In the interests of brevity, I shall limit myself to a
few observations about the two publications distributed

" by Priends of Fighters for Russian Freedom to which -

you-take exception.
(1) Toward A Rusgsiun Policy by R: Gordon Wasson:
--:As I understood the essay, its primary purpose was

" to combat the uninformed cold-war strategists whose
' igmorance of Russian history leads them to identify the

Russian people with the Communist dictatorship. I did
not: find it to contain very much more than a resumé of
the better pages of Russia’s cultural past and the obvious
conclusion that tsarism was far less oppressive than the
Cemmunist totalitarian dictatorship. Oddly enough, there
are still some Americans who think that pre-Bolshevik
Russia was a howling wilderness, populated by abject
serfs and whip-cracking Cossacks; that the Soviet die-
tatorship was, and is, therefore, a logical continuation
of “Russian barbarism” (a phrase that has appeared
quite often in the U. S. press). R. Gordon Wasson at-

< tempted to remind such people that this land of. bar-

bs;ri_ans gave Russia such giants of the human spirit as
Pushkin, Lermontov, Lobashevsky, Gogol, Herzen, Cher-
nishevsky, Bielinsky, Tolstoy, Glnika, Moussorgsky,
Tchaikovsky, Turgenev, Mendelieff, Chekhov, ete. At one
time or another, most of these men came into some con-
flict with the tsarist censorship. But the important fact
is’ that tsarism, even in its most reactionary phases
(e.g., under Nicholas I) did not destroy these great
spirits or prevent their message from reaching the world.
Nicholas I did not—and could not—ecompel Pushkin to
rewrite Boris Godunov to his taste. The present Com-
munist tyrant who rules Russia has foreed Russian

" writers, scientists and composers to debase their work,

tovwrite paeans to the various Five-Year Plans. The

. difference in degree is the difference between day and

night, between a society which left an immortal legacy to
mankind, and an Orwellian nightmare. Would the pres-
ent Communist- tyranny permit a new Gogol to subject
its ‘bureaucracy to the merciless eriticism and ridicule

of: The Inspector General or -its collective-farm serfdom -

to'the crushing indictment of Dead Souls? To ask the

question is to answer it

quiﬁparis_ori with Stalinism

“If we turn to the ugliest feature of tsarism, the sys-
tem of Siberian exile and katorga, the difference in degree
again becomes decisive. Such open and avowed enemies
of the old regime as Lenin, Sverdlov and Stalin suffered

~less in Siberian exile than the ordinary, non-political -

Soviet citizen endures in his daily ‘life. If you have any
doubts on that score, I refer you to Lenin’s letters, writ-

- ten from Siberia. I am not aware of the existence of

Soviet camps in which enemies of Communism receive
anti-Communist literature and write blueprints for the
overthrow of Bolshevism. I know of nothing-in the his-
tory of Soviet treatment of political prisoners compar-
able to Stalin’s hunting and fishing expeditions while in
Siberian exile. I have spoken to many Russian revolution-
aries who fought tsarism not only by political agitation
but by bombs as well and who spent years in Siberia. In
1o case have I heard from them anything remotely com-
parable not only to the tortures of present-day Kolyma,
but even to the concentration camps of the early twenties,
during Lenin’s rule; camps in which liberals, socialists
and Kronstadt sailors perished in tragic obscurity.

. Finally,  tsarism - never held more than 50,000 at
Siberian .penal labor (katorga)—as distinguished from
extle under conditions such.as those which Lenin. and
Stalin were forced to “endure.” Of these.50,000, no less
than 32,757 were criminals and only 500 revolutionaries
(according to the Small Soviet Encyclopedia, which tries
to. prove - that, tsarism was a dreadful tyranny). As
against these 50,000, most of them common criminals, we
new have an estimated 10-15 million inmates in ' Soviet
cancentration camps. In other words, tsarism imprisoned
its. active enemies, and generally treated these as human
beings (there were no “confessions” exacted by torture
under tsarism), while Stalin’s despotism imprisons the
people—and treats them as beasts. -

As far as the comparative living standards of tsarist
and Soviet Russia are concerned, I refer you to the ex-
cellent. analysis in Max Shachtman’s “Is Russia A So-
ciglist Community?” (The New International, May-June
1950). Shachtman completely demolishes the myth that
the average Russian is better off today than he was in
the.last years of fsarism—and that is ene of the major
points R. Gordon Wasson makes in his pamphlet.

Pamphlet's Main Purpose

_.(2) The FFRF study How To Help Stalin Win the

~Wogld:

- “The main purpose of that study was to disabuse
American opinion of the dangerous theory that Com-

munism is a specific Russian pestilence, inflicted by Rus- -

sians on other peoples; that while Russians love all forms
of- despotism, including the Communist brand, the other
peoples of the Soviet Union love freedom and hate Com-
munism. PFRF takes the position that all the peoples of
theé: Soviet Union are united in their hatred of the present
police state. It seems to me that that is the only position
‘deeent democrats and anti-Communists can take, based
as it is on the undeniable fact that the Russian people

“~have suffered purgatory under Communist rule. Despite

 THE CASE OF THE FFRF: An Exchan

Boris Shub:

> The discussion on this page deals with LABOR
ACTION's article of last week on "The Case of the
Friends of Fighters for Russian Freedom,” by Hal
Draper.

Copies of that article were mailed by LABOR
ACTION to the 22 members of the FFRF's national
committee whose names were listed in the article,
as well as #o the FFRF office.

_/Boris Shub, whose reply appears here, is a mem-
-ber of the national committee of the Friends of
Fighters for.Russian Freedom and active in the or-
.ganjzation. He is co-author of Since Sfalin: A Photo-
History. (Not to be confused with his father David
Shub, author of Lenin: A Biography.)—Ed.

does have its advocates here and abroad. In the early
days of Bolshevik rule, anti-Semitic racialists tried to
pin responsibility for Communist dictatorship on the
Jews. They argued that because the Bolshevik leadership
included such Jews as Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev,
Radek, Volodarsky and Uritsky, Bolshevism was part of
the “eternal Jewish conspiracy” against Christian civili-
zation. When Hitler picked up this doctrine, he translated
it into genocide. It did not matter to these hate-mongers
that the Socialist-Revolutionary who tried to end Com-
munist dictatorship by killing Lenin was Fanya Kaplan,
a Jewish woman who had also fought tsarism by revolu-
tionary terror. It did not matter to them that the
assassin of Writsky, head of Lenin’s Petrograd secret
police, was a Jewish student. The anti-Semites weren’t
interested in the facts; they were interested in spreading
racial poison—and the Hitler record shows how far they
succeeded, and -with what disastrous results for all man-
kind.

Today, unfortunately, there are racial extremists of
a new school who call Communism a Russian plague. In-
stead of the forged Protocols of Zion, they quote the
forged “Testament of‘ Peter the Great” to prove that
“Muscovy” is engaged in an “eternal conspiracy” against
Western civilization. The primary advocates of this
school of potential genocide are: some of the leaders of
the' ABN, who already practised genocide against Poles,
Jews, Russians and Ukrainians in Galicia and the Soviet
Ukraine during -World War II. If the ABN leaders were
the only carriers of this. deadly virus, they would de-
serve little attention. Unfortunately, the ABN is sup-
ported by the so-called Scottish League for European
Freedom and their cause was given wide publicity in this
country by British Major General J. F. C. Fuller in his
Saturday Evening Post article of October 27, 1951. More-
over, this racial nonsense—which would have usg abandon
the fight against Stalin’s despotism in favor of a crusade
against-Russia as such—is echoed by some self-appointed
American spokesmen for the non-Russian peoples of the
Soviet Union, (The defails are discussed in How to Help
Stalin Win the. World.)

The Unifying Principle -

The point that How to Help Stalin Win the World
tries to make is simply this: What is the common de-
nominator that can unite all the peoples of the Soviet
Union, Russians and non-Russians alike, in a force strong
enough to crack and ultimately destroy the present des-
potitm? FFRF takes the position, as I see it, that the
common sufferings of all these peoples under totalitarian
tyranny, their common desire to live, breathe and think
as free human beings is the best potential driving force
for a democratic revolutionary movement strong enough
to overthrow the Stalin gang. There is nothing in this
position which favors Russians over non-Russians, or
which challenges the undeniable right of any non-Russian
people in the Soviet Union to determine—after the com-
mon enemy of all has been destroyed—whether they wish
to remain in the same country with the Russians, on a
federal or federation basis, or. whether they wish full
national independence for themselves. We, for our part,
do not possess the intimate knowledge of the desires of
each of the 179 nationalities to tell them whether they
do—or do not—want to remain together with the Rus-
sians after the present tyranny has been. destroyed. We
believe, further, that none of the émigré groups, whether
Russian or non-Russian, really knows what choice -the
various peoples will make, when the question is put to
them under democratic conditions. This much, however,
does seem to be plain: It is better to help all, Russians
and non-Russians alike, to fight against their common
enemy and ours—the Stalin regime—than to stoke the
fires of race hatred. If there is anything in this position
which is undemocratic or unsound, I am at a loss to dis-
cover it.

If you find what, in. your opinion, seems undue em-
phasis on those factors which point to. a community of
interest among the various..peoples.of the Soviet Union,
in their common agony under Soviet tyranny, it is only
because a whole body of vastly distorted literature has
attempted to conyince American policy makers that Rus-
sians . are “Mongolians,” “Asiatics” and™ “atheists,”
whereas all the other peoples of the Soviet Union, down
to the most primitive tribes of Central Asia, are freedom-
loving “Westerners.”> If you think this picture is exag-
gerated, may I commend to your attention the literature
of the Scottish League for European Freedom, the ABN
and other organizations who want to commit the United
States to much the same type of war as Hitler waged.
Believing as we do that total war, fought under the ban-
ners of national hatred, would be a calamity for the
United States and the rest of the world, we have tried to
"find the best way for turning: Stalin’s war against all
peoplés into a: united revolutionary struggle of the Rus-
sians and non-Russian  peoples -against- the Kremlin

~ the. obvious ‘sanity of this:approach, the racial enti- _ tyranny. : ‘ 1
. Russian  (as distinguished . from . anti-Communist) . line “ .Boris SHUB
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LABOR ACTION

Hal Draper: |
Shub’s Open-Door Policy

By HAL DRAPER

Surely Boris Shub must have sent his letter to the

wrong address .. .? -

Of course there are tantalizing passages which sound
as if he is intending to reply to last.week’s article; but
this too must have been the result of-an unfortunate mix-
up in his correspondence. It certainly- eannot be “in the
interests of brevity” that he neglects to make even.a
single observation, let alone a “few,” about any pertinent
point in the article, and devotes 95 per cent of his letter
to elaborating on precisely the same features of the
FFRF which T presented quite adequately under the
heading “The FFRF’s Positive Side.”

Obviously the other person—the one for whom the
bulk of his letter was intended—needs a useful lecture,
with details, on the folly of identifying the Russian
people with the Moscow dictatorship; on the degree: to
which Stalinism is worse than tsarism; on the fact that
tsarism did not destroy many great artists whereas
Stalinism does; on Stalin’s hunting and fishing trips in
Siberian exile; on the fact that Stalinism has pushed
the living standards of the masses lower than pre-1914,
complete with proof from Max Shachtman; that Great-
Russians and Ukrainians are united in their common.
hatred of the Kremlin’s police state; that Communism is
not a Jewish plot; ete., ete. We don’t need it.
~ Shub’s all too brief “reply’ breaks down every open
‘door in sight, as well as several which he carpenters
himself; then he chops them -into kindling wood; after
which he laboriously reduces them to chips; and-he does
not neglect to pulverize them industriously-into finely
sifted sawdust. ‘

‘Nothing Helped

°

It did me absclutely no good, apparently, to devete a .
passage. _to the FFRF's "main propaganda theme' on dis-
tinguishing, the people from the regime, with the comment
that it is "fine, of course.” It didn't even help to repecat
this all_over again in discussing Wasson's pamphlet. So I
wrote it down for a third time in .introducing the FFRF's
How fo Help Stalin Win the World.- Then, at the risk of
deadiy tedium, five paragraphs later | said the same #hing
for a fourth time. . . . What's the good? Shub has a
tropism for open doors. and not one will escape his merci-
less hatchet.

‘We made a special point of writing that “it is one
thing to agree that Stalinist totalitarianism:is far mere
‘brutal than tsarism ever. was; Wassonism is quite an-
other matter.” Does this stop Shub from belaboring the
italicized point in the interests of brevity? Not at all. I
had merely opened another door for him. The inevitable
followed.

With laudable objectivity, as I fondly believed, the
article praised the section of the FFRF pamphlet which
lambasted the reactionary anti-Russians of the ABN.
This, it seems, was a taetical error. Encouraged, Shub
hauls out his trusty kindling-maker and chops splinters
not only out of the ABN but also out of its allies from
Scotland to the Saturday Evening Post.

Is Shub naive or does he merely. think we are? No
doubt his lecture on open. doors is very. necessary for
large numbers of people; but his letter was addressed. as
a reply to an article in LABOR ACTION. Having been ex-
posed to the teachings of the Shub family, father and son,
I am. aware -that Machiavellian dodges are:the exclusive
vice of those bad. Bolsheviks and Leninists, and are not —
to, be lightly imputed to hoporable Bolshevik-baiters. That,
naturally, is why.it must be that . . : Boris Shub sent his
letter fo the wrong address. '

But just.in case he didn’t—

The FFRF, of which Shub is a leading member, is
pushing the distribution*of a pamphlet (the one by
Wasson) which, we wrote, gives “the most glowing and
gilded picture of the Russian TSARIST regime that this
writer, at least, has seen outside of avowed monarchist
propugandists.”

The Questions Were Labeled

To. prove this rather amazing charge, we devoted
nearly 24 square inches of space to nothing but quotes
and summary of the-indicated section of the pamphlet,
with the flat statement that we were leaving out “no -
qualifications, ifs and buts.” The resultant picture of
tsarism as presented by Wasson, it may be said without
fear of contradiction, is nothing short of hair-raising.
We need only recall the very first item: Wasson’s asser-
tion that the tsarist nobility never found their rank an
“ecoriomic asset”. under tsarism, and enjoyed no privi-
leges or power worth mentioning!

And Shub, who is sure death on open doors? He “did
not find it [the Wasson atrocity] to contain very much
more than a resumé of the better pages of Russia’s
cultural past [the emphasis is mine, the fraud is Shub's]
and the obvious conclusion that tsarism was far less op-
pressige than the Communist totalitarian. dictatorship.”
After which he goes to work, chop-chop.

The pains we took in discussing How to Help Stalin
Win the World were even more futile. We had asked two
questions, -both- labeled “QUESTION” and both with
genuine question marks after them: (1) In view of the
space devoted to the ABN chauvinists, “why is there not

T

a single word said about the Greai-Russian elements who - - -

AContinued bottom of naxt pagel
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A Minor Sidelight on a Political Issue ——

- Tsarist Bonds and the Paris Bourse

In February the Paris stock exchange noted
a significant increase in the exchange rate of
pre-war German bonds. The direct impetus to
this phenomenon was the news about a possible
settlement of a series of questions connected with
German debts, including the loans. In conse-
quenece, in accordance with the “multiplier
effect” principle; there was also a jump upward
in pre-war Austrian, Rumanian, Hungarian,
Yugoslav and Gréek bonds.

But what aceounts for the faet that the old
Russian tsarist bonds of 1906 and 1912 took an
upward jump and énce again became the subject
of exchangée transactions?!

This ineérease is still not a very significant
one: the 1906 loan weént up from 30 to 45 franes,
and that of 1912 fromr 7 to 30 franes per bond.

-But it is still a fact that there has been a rise of

interest in the old tsarist loans.

The Swiss daily Newe Ziircher Zeitung for
January 21 explains this development by the
speculations of an American “syndicate” which
is not further identified. But it seems to us that

- something rore significant is hidden behind this
‘fate increasé: Is it a “coincidence” that this

windfall oeéurred exactly simultaneously with
the sensations centering around the SONR? It
will be very interesting to observe further
clanges of raté in the fatare in connection with
the evernits inside the Russian €migration. . . .
Kerensky's Pledge

- In connection with the activities of the SONR
last year [for this, see LABOR ACTION for
March 3, “How Not to, ‘Foment Revolution’ in
Russia.”—Ed.] there have been various gossips
around who have been saying that involved in
the SONR’s activities are very important U. S.
banking circles. Some malicious German .com-
mentators privately said that the Russian
€migiés had agreed to very advanced eeonomic-
fingrvial pledges—perhaps to the recognition of

- bread economic concessions, ot to the recoghi-

tion of the old tsarist debts. It is also quite pes-
sible that they agreed to both.

 The same German circles also said that the

({Continued from page &)

take a national-chauvinist position with respect to the
netionalities?” adding that these were the' greater ob-
stacle to united action. (2) In view of the detailed his-
torical sketch of the relations between tsarist Russia and
the Ukraine, “why is it that the infamous national-op-
pressive crimes of tsardom got off almost scot-free?”

These were not poor defenseless open doors; and so
Shub has mothing to say. This fact, however, is by com-
parison a positive contribution, sincé i+ méans that the
chiarges stand, though no one could ever fell from Shub's
“reply” that this,is what oor arficle was about.

We then pointed out hHow the pamphlet’s whole last
section explains the answer to the above two questions.
The point was made, again in advance of Shub, that it
was 1ot up to us to tell the Ukrainians whether they

‘want to separate or federate; it was up to us only to de-

ferid their right to separate; and we added: “But this is
quite diffeYent from a scarcely concealed attempt to argue
away the very grounds upon which a Ukrainian people
can be meaningfully distinguished,” and stressed that
the pamphlet’s “aim is to cast doubt on and discredit the
legitimacy of the Ukrainian . .. national aspirations....”
And, we proved it, as is now confirmed by Shub’s dis-
cretion in declining to say a word abowt it.

The Line of the Pamphlet

This and nothing else is what, we said, constitutes
the line of the pamphlet which covers up for the Great-
Russian chauvinists, of the Kerensky type.” And Shub
(real poison on open doors) finds another one wide-6pen
and yanks it off its hinges with a mighty yank. This is
what he actually writes, just as if it had anything to

A basic pamphlet—
"SOCIALISM:
THE HOPE OF HUMANITY"
by Max Shachtman
Read it! 10 l_:enfs

Labor Action Book _Service
114 West 14 Streef, N. Y. €.

s N\

Translated and somewhat condensed from
Suchasna Ukraina, Mareh 3, 1952, the bi-month-
ly paper of the Foreign Representation of the
Supreme Liberation Council of the Ukraine
(UHVR), published in Munich, Germany. It is
the organ of the right wing of the Ukrainian
anti-Stalinist resistance movement, of which
Vpered represents the left wing —Ed.

American bankers agreed to support'the SONR’s
idea of a “united and undivided” RuSdia simply
because the pledges of the Russian émigrés con-
cern the territories of the Ukraine, Geoigia,
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Caucasus,and other non-
Russian areas. Obviously it is easier to sell goods
which are not your own; it is easier to trade, say,
in Ukrainian railroads; mines and steel plants.
. . . Being well acquainted with the Russian
emigré politicians, partieularly those from Ker-
ensky’s circle, we cannot make light even of
these gossips. :

But the reaction of the Paris stock exchange
—this is already not merely a matter of gossip.
It is a very realistic picture of what has already
happened or may happéen in the near future.

Hence we have an explanation of the phe-
nomenon of Kerensky’'s candidacy and of the
whole concept of a “united and undivided” Rus-
sia. It is well known that Kerensky and his gov-
ernment factually and formally considered them-
selves as the legal inheritors of the tsarist re-
gime, and from this standpeint Kerensky waged
the war “to'a victorious end.” Several times Ker-
ensky declared at that time that he would carry
out “all obligations with respeet to the Allies.”
Today he has no obligations other than taking
care of the transfer of all the old financial obli-
gations of the tsarist empire, plus some “small
comncessions.” "

The case of the tsarist debts was already a
subject of long debate in the 1920s. The non-
recognition of the USSR by several states, in-
cluding the U. S., was caused by the fact that the
Bolsheviks refused to recognize the interfiational

do with a syllable in our article: “If you find what, in
your opinion, seems undue emphasis on those factors
whi¢h point to a community of interest among the vari-
ous peoples of the Soviet Unién, in their éommon agony
under Soviet tyranny .. ."!

The need for anti-Stalinist unity between the Greai-
Russidn and nafional &pposition drises from nothing but
their common dgony. The ltHe point we midde was that
Great-Russian chauvinism sfands in the wdy of such onity
even more than do fhié ABN racists—and that the FFRF
covers up for the fermer. !

But Shub—who really didn’t kave to. try to Justify
the FFRF’s political works if he had nothing to say—
will take up only safe questioris like the gréater oppres-
siveness of Stalinism as compared with the fsarist autoe-
racy.

®

Some Lesser Evils

Very well: Stalinism is worse than tsarism. Let’s
pretend that we had not made sure to say so last week
and that it took Shub’s letter to bring it up. What
follows? ; ;

To help Shub out, we will go further than he, stating
nothing but truths unlike- Wasson. Stalinism is also «
more oppressive regime than Hitlerism was, for most of
their respective peoples. There are more prisoners in
Stalin’s slave-labor camps. Hitler did not use his concen-
tration "camps to work victims to death; consider the
proportion of survivers. Would Kurt Schumachér have
survived in Kolyma? Even known anti-fascists Were left
alone in Germany for a long period; could Gustav Noske
have lived as long under Stalin as he lived under Hitler?
Hitler had nothing like Stalin’s iron curtain. He had no
comparable penalties for (say) coming late to work.
Living standards were far higher. Read David Rousset’s
account of his life in a Nazi camp and ask if it was not
practically idyllic as compared, say, with Jerzy Gliks-
man’s. “Much has been heard” about Hitler's gas cham-
bers (we are using Wasson’s own cléver formulation) but
the Stalinist regime has liquidated at least nine national
republics, murdering and deporting their peoples: can
such “differences in degree” of genocide be ignored? . . .

To continve further along these Wassonian lines is too
much for my stomach, but if worst comes to worst perhaps
Shub will yet live to write such 'a pamphlet. B&g pardon,
that's probably a slander; he may merely form an organi-
ration which will push its distribution; or ot any rate he
may write disingenuous letters to incredulous socialists

debts of the late tsarist empire. Moscow defends 3

ed itself with the claim of legal nationalization;

including the nationalization of foreign invest-

ments, and with the declaration that it was not

obliged to assume responsibility for the debts of

an empire which, as it said, had ceased to exist;
In other words, the debtor had been liquidated.
When the USSR became a world power and an
ally of the victors in the war, there could be ne
question of anybody returning to the issue of
the old tsarist debts.

No Road Back &

But the case looks different if the question
is raised of the destruction of Stalinism and the
restoration of the “‘democratic” regime in the
USSR—the question which up to now has beert =

raised only in the political-propagandist sphere; -

In this case it is possible to raise once again the

issue of the old tsarist debts, under the claim
that those values now exist in the form of induss
trial units, railroads, ete. The questions of obso-
lescence and legal expropriation through na-
tionalization can possibly be gotten around

through the political restoration of the statue

quo ante, including the personal composition of

the new government. :
One cannot reject the guesses that, behind

the Paris stock exchange’s reactioh, are hidden

someone’s concrete plans; for no one will pay -

money for mere sheets of papér. We cannot have
any influence on these speeulations, but we can
once more remind the foreign politicians and
financiers that we will never aéeept any old tsaws

ist debts nor any concessions in the Ukraine. .

Perhaps it is not necessary to convince anybody
that, throughout the whole USSR and in the
Ukraine in particular, nothing is more hated,
outside of Stalinism, than the restoration of the

old reactionary system. The revelution was not

made so that, after its betrayal by the Stalinist
terror, it should return to the tsarist system of
Siberia. Maybe this cannot be seen by:the Russ
sian émigré “democrats” but this has fo be made

clear to everybody who is interested in Eastern’

Europe. _ .
Yevhen VRETSIONA

The Case of the FFRF: An Exchange — —

explaining why there is really nothing extraordinary abeif

doing so, chop-chop. i
Shub made a mistake in equating Stalinism with tie

“Orwellian nightmare” of 1984. Stalinism is, I Heéreby

maintain, a “lesser evil” in comparison with Orwell’s . .
cha_ma, where the most intimate character of personal =
life i¢ completely destroyed. This is a qualitative leap .-

from Stalinism and not even a “differenice in degree.’””
Some day we might write a Koestlerian- novel ahout &
citizen of Stalinist Russia named something like Shub
who is faced with the horrible prospect of conquest by
Orwell’s nightmare-land, with its TV spy-screens in
every room and glade. . . .

How to Help Stalin “

Well, what does follow for Shub and his friends? Tt -

is not pro-tsarism, of course; Menshevism is good enough.
It is at least this: o
Willingness to embrace, in the purporfed cause of
fighting Stalinism,. anything dnd anybody who is ot of tiat
brood—no matter how faul Kis visage, no matter how
bloodied his knout, no matter how discredited in fhe eyes
of every decent person, no matter how many necks that -
ally has wrung or backs he has trampfed on in order #o
shake his grimy fist at the Kremlin on Shub's side.” - . -
Just as so many, including so many would-be liberals,
hold their noses and go along with the policy of aid to
and alliance with the butcher Franco. For can it be
denied that Franco i not as bad as Stalin? s

And therefore the peoples who live in cmmﬁo_q_agoniy' 5

under the F
capitalist alliance of “liberators”

and “revolution-

fomenters,” that they are being offered a new rival set

Kremlin’s heel suspect, seeing this Westérn =

of exploiters,and oppressors—friends and glorifiers of the - _'7’

old exploiters whose knout they once knew on their owh
backs. Their suspicigns are confirmed when-Washington’s
agents carry on shabby love affairs with the most reac-
tionary Russian-émigré elements; when the' American
Committee (Lyons-Kirk outfit) plays footsie with the
NTS-fascists; when the FFRF helps put an ikon in the °
lily-white hands of the'tsar; when the big U. 8. press
glorifies the regime of the discredited Kerensky. S
This is truly How to Help Stalin Win the World. It

is not only madness, it is not only stupidity, it is not only - =
betrayal of the ideals of socialism and humanity, it is nét -

crn]s_F palf‘g of the political and social bankruptey of a
whole society—it is also the intellectual and moral deési‘y"_.
of t_evte;ry element which gets involved in supporting that"
society, x ] :
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p'lc'keﬁng' had been carried on by
the Committee to Defend Franco's

" Labor Victims, composed of a num-

ber of militant organizations, in-
cluding the Independent Socialist

League.

~ "Barcelona: Franco Murders
Spanish  Workers!" “Yalencia:
Spanish Worker Faces Death!"

. "Vittoria: Basque Workers Face

" frial!" "Sevilla: 75 Union Workers
Condemned. to Death!” These were
some of the placarded slogans of
protest against the continued re-
gime. of butchery in Spain,

The chairman, Miss Frances
Grant, stated in her introductory

_remarks that the purpose of the

meeting was to protest against
the persecution of workers and
political opponents by Franco.
She said pointedly, “If we had
raised our voices loud enough fif-

‘teen years ago, the ghosts of

-Spanish freedom would not.arise

““‘again and again to reproach us.”

CENTURY'S TRAGEDY

., James Carey spoke officially on
“behalf of the CIO and revealed
“Hhat he would shortly apear before
$he Sénate Committee on Foreign
Aid to present the case of labor

: against Franco.

Carey's speech was _a lengthy,
rounded and militant denunciation
of pro-Franco actions and the
apathy surrounding causes such as

.~ -¥hat of the anti-Falangist militants

of Spain today. "One of the trage-
- ‘dies in this second half of the
‘20%h ‘century,” he said, “is man’s
inability to respond to tragedy.”
He spoke of the other great trage-
“dies—the extermination of 7 mil-
‘fien European Jews, the enslave-
ment of 15 million workers in Rus-
sia, the threat of a return to bar-
Barism, Such things, he said,
seemed to block out the feeling of
the meaning of human siaughter.
~ He referred to the case of “nine
obscure men in Spain—as obscure
"“as Sacco and Vanzetti.,” He pledg-

" * ed the CIO effort, in the case of

Spain today, to try to restore the
~real meaning of “protherhood.”"
Carey-also suggested that a
message to the poeple of Spain be
sent on the anniversary of the
Spanish republic.
-~ “Norman Thomas attacked
‘Amierican policy which “for the
sake of a few bases condoned the
erimes of General Franco. Let

{Continued from page 2)
for the second time in 19 years,
;gave the Rivera murals a clean
bill of health with the verdict that
-t conld find no trace of ideology
«jn them. This, we presume, is sup-

~_posed to be a good thing.—Ed.] -
. /REUTHER'S CASE

. - Within the UAW-CIO, the im-

rtant event was the explana-
tion given by Walter Reuther,
UAW. president, to a caucus
ameeting of about 500, for his ac-
tions. against Ford Local 600 offi-
cials. By .and large, they were
.accepted by this active cadre of
‘the Reuther caucus.

Reuther charges that the eriti-
cisms in Ford Facts are not anti-
‘Reuther but anti-union. That is

-

i
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there be” no aid for Franco
Spain!” he declared. He called for
telegrams to congressmen and
delegations to Washington, say-
ing that he had himself wired his
sentiments to Secretary of State
Acheson. He scored the fact that,
in an election year when candi-
dates universally seek the favor
of the people, it apparently does-
u’t pay them to speak out against
Franco.

Thomas viewed the fight
against Franco partly in terms of
its effect on U. S. policy abroad.
“We are here,” he said, “because
it might yet be possible to make
the U. S. live up to its claims.
¥ ranco must not be supported lest
we betray the cause for which
America stands.” :

Roger Baldwin, former direc-
tor of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, speaking for the
League for the Rights of Man,
militantly expressed “solidarity,
unity, friendship and comrade-
ship with those men and women
—all of them—who are strug-
gling in Spain today against the
oppression and terror of the
Franco regime,” as well as with
those who struggle against tyran-
ny everywhere.

TREASON IN "30s

Baldwin recalled his chairman-
ship fifteen years ago of a com-
mitee against Franco for Loyalist
Spain, when anti-fascism was more
popular, when aid was sent to
Spain; when the U. S. arms embar-
go was vigorously fought by
friends of Spanish democracy.
"The treason of the democracies,”
he reafirmed, "was responsible
for the victory of Franco, not the
weakness of the Spamish people.
We have to fight against the libel
that the alternative to Framco is
communism.” He criticized the
"arms and anti-communism” char-
acter of the struggle against to-
talitarianism today.

Jesus Galindez told the story of
the CNT (National Confedera-
tion of Labor) harassment by
F'ranco, culminating in the an-
nouncment last February 20 of
the execution of eight of their
members. This announcement pro-
voked many protests, up to the

British House of Commons, and _

was the basis upon which the
United Spanish Societies began
to plan, this meeting.

why it was necessary to shut it
up. ’ *

He used two major illustrations
to try to prove his point. After the
last UAW convention, Ford Facts
hod a sensational full-page story
headlined “Betrayal.’” This article
blasted the delegates who ran

against a dues increase and then

voted for it. This was termed a
betrayal of the rank and file. The
article also blasted the role of
Reuther. I criticized the salary in-
creases to top officers and to in-
ternational union representatives.
This article, according to Reu-
ther, was used by other unions to
defeat the UAW-CIO in elections.
Therefore, the Stellato regime is
guilty of anti-union activities.

Another major article that

lly and Pic

Aut officers of

The executions were denied by
jhe Franco regime, but on March
712 it was officially announced that
five were fo be executed in two
and four others were to be

days
sentenced. to life—as "commo:
criminals.” Their real '"crime,

Galindezx pointed ouf, was their
participation in the Spanish under-
ground after entering Spain from
the French border.

«It is clear that these 30 mem-
bers of the anarchist group ‘Lib-
eration’ were fighters in the un-
derground,” he said. “Why was
the court-martial held two years
after the arrests? Why did they
not have lawyers, to defend them,
‘Franco’s army?
Why were they executed in_ such
haste? Why were they shot in the
manner of political ‘offenders?

«We charge that in Franco
Spain a new persecution has been
started recently against demo-
cratic unions and political groups
who .are forced to act in the un-
derground because, since 1929,
there has been neither free labor
nor: freedom of thought.”

Galindez reminded the audience
that there were twenty-seven
leaders in Barcelona awaiting
trial for participating in a politi-
cal strike, as well as many others
in other parts of Spain. These
were not accused as common erim-
inals; all were fichters in the un-
dergtound. In Vittoria, the de-
fendants were openly accused_of
being leaders in the general strike
of April 1951. They too were
charged with crimes against the

state.
FRANCO'S FOES

Professor Robert Alexander
voiced the common liberal objec-
tioms to aid to Franco Spain by
the United States. He declared
that the executions and stepping-
up of persecution by Franco 1s
proof positive that the latter 1is
not going to change his regime to
suit the Americans, as some like
to believe, simply on account of
U. S. aid. Franco is behaving as
though “thumbing his nose at the
U. S.” he charged, especially in
view of the fact that most of the
«orimes” for which the victims
are being held or executed were
committed years ago. ~

Alexander, who had recently re-
turned from an ECA mission to

.'Detroit: Witchhunt

3

burned Reuther up was the re-
cent eriticism of the UAW unem-
ployment conference in Washing-
ton. Reuther’s program of fight-
ing for more steel and copper was
denounced as a “bosses’ boy” pro-
gram, The article ridiculed claims
that the conference accomplished
anything. It accused Reuther of
hand-picking the delegates to that
conference.

Of course, readers of Ford
Facts know the extremes which
eriticism of Reuther reach at
times in that paper. Does a paper
have the right to be wrong? Does
a local union officialdom have the

" right to criticize the policies of

the top officers of the union, even
if that eriticism may be picked up
by someone else? Reuther’s an-
swer is No!

"ADMITS" BAD HABIT:

The basic trouble with Reu-
ther’s rule is that in practice it
signifies that NO criticism will
be tolerated, for ANY criticism
may be picked up by other unions,
like CP-controlled unions, and
quoted against Reuther and the
UAW.

Let us take the current issue at
Ford Local 600. Suppose a local
union votes that the placing of an

administrator over Local 600 was

bureaucratic; this action is noted
in the next issue of the local un-
ion paper; then a CP-controlled
union quotes the local union paper
as calling Reuther “bureau-
cratic.” Under the present rule
the local union leadership‘is sub-
ject to the sams charge of anti-

cet Lines—

Spain, also stressed that the cur-
rent opposition within Spain to
Franco conmsists of socialists, an-
archists and Republicans, giving
the lie to Franco's myth and-that
of some Francolist apologists, that
the only alternative to Framco is
Stalinism. He also spoke of the ad-
verse effect on the American anti-
Franco fight in this country of the
dispatch of am American ambas-
sador to Spain.

Of great importance also, Alex-
ander said, was the aid and com-
fort given to the Stalinists in
Spain by the reversal of U. S.
policy. The discontented under
Franco now tend to listen to the
Stalinists, because the Russians
at least continues to speak
against Franco while the U. S.
has definitely ceased doing even
that.

Speaking on behalf of the “his-
panic world of the West,” Eduar-
do Santos made a compassionate
_plea in Spanish for the victims
of Franco, and against all similar
tyranny.

Stanley Isaacs of the City
Council singled out the cause of
the ' labor leaders persecuted by
Franco and said of U. S. policy,
“We’re betraying everything we
believe in.” ‘He pledged the sup-
port of ADA to the anti-Franco
cause.

RESOLUTIONS 3

Telegrams of support and en--

couragement were received from
Rudolph. Halley, president of "the
N. Y. City Council, and from
members of the Spanish republi-
can government-in-exile.

A resolution wasspresented for
adoption by the- meeting by Ro-
land Watts of the Workers De-
fense League, dealing with the
invitation by Mayor Vincent R.
Impellitteri -to the mayor of Ma-
drid to attend as an official dele-
gate the U. S. Conference of May-
ors to be held here soon.

The resolution asked that Mayor
Impellifteri rescind the invitation
as an affront to mayors of demeo-
cratic, communities and their con-
stituents as well. It is also to be
sent to Mayoer David Lawrence of
Pittsburgh, president of the U. S.
Conference of Mayors, to ask that
he inform the mayor of Madrid
that he would not be welcome or
ccceptable, and to Dean Acheson.

unionism as Reuther levels
against Ford Local 600 officials.

Perhaps the best way to capture

the flavor of the "new democracy'"

in the UAW is to quote Reuther's
attitude toward opposition. He ex-
plained that at recent conventions
he had been often criticized by his
fellow officers for giving the mi-
norities too .much time on the
ficor. He said he would have to ad-
mit that the criticism was just. He
did have a habit of being too tol-
‘erant. But the ranks should remem-
ber that opposition did have its
uses, [+ was like a flea on a dog.

March 31, 1952

Roger . .Baldwin offered

an

amendment, which was unani- °

mously accepted, to delete the

_provision of the resolution deal-

ing with the Spanish mayor’s not
bging.permitted into the country,
since such a restriction smacked
of the MeCarran Act. The mo-
tion was therefore restricted to
the sections dealing with with-
drawal of the invitation and ask-
ing the -conference to state that
he is not welcome. Norman Thom-
as remarked that Mayor Seidler
of Milwaukee has already pro-
tested.

Amnother resolution asking that
aid to Spain be made contingent
upon the guarantee of freedom
and urging the U. S. to exert its
efforts on behalf of political pris-
cners was offered. This was
amended for the floor to strike
out all reference to contingencies
and it was carried in its amended
form.

MORE TO BE DONE

This first successful meeting on
behalf of Franco's vietims was
not highly publicized and the
picket lines which -preceded, it
have been ignored by the big
dailies. The organizers of this
meeting were said to have been
doubtful about filling the hall.
Yet its success, with the modest
efforts thus far made, indicate the
latent enthusiasm which exists
for a real effort in behalf of
Franco’s victims.

The participation of .the CIO
and support by the AFL is of great
importance. Up to the present they
have confined themselves to press
statements, speeches and govern-
mental pressure by top officers.
To be really effective and achieve
results, it is necessary to educate
and move the renks of labor. Such
an undertaking is eminently feas-
ible if the leaders only want to
undertake it. An hour's nation-wide
labor stoppage in behalf of
Franco's victims, or some similar
action, would be the most effective
step that could possibly be token,
more so even than a dozen meet
ings. .

The Spanish tragedy has no
been forgotten and’ the spirit is
alive to help save the present vic-
tims of Spanish totalitarianism.
But much, much more remains to
be done. |

n |l ]
1t kept the dog in action!

The exception to the trend here
was the action of the Wayne

" County CIO Council in criticizing

Sheriff Baird for firing a deputy
who was once a member of the
Communist Party. Highlight of
the discussion on this question
was a speech by Harry Southwell,
president of the powerful Local

174, who warned the delegates

that, unless the trend was stop-
ped, militant trade-union leader-
ship could be placed in the same
position, simply by a listing of
their names by the committee.
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