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By MARY BELL
On July 16, 1949 in Grove-
land, Florida, four Ameri-
can citizens were arrested on
~charges of rape. Classically,
Ernest Thomas, Sam Shep-
- herd, Charles Greenlee and
- Walter Lee Irvin were Ne-
_groes. Classically, the arrests
. grew out of the accusations
of a white woman, Norma
Lee Padgett. The case has
' become known—after an un-
forgettable American classic
~—as the “Little Scottsboro
Gase_.’.’.,. i
Following a three-day
spree of mob  viclence
against the Negroes, Thomas
.was shot by a deputized
posse for “resisting arrest.”
Shepherd was shot and killed
by a deputy sheriff on the
_eve of his re-trial. Greenlee
is on.a Georgia chain gang.
Woalter Lee Irvin survived
beatings in custody and the
*attempt at murder by the

sheriff, only to undergo a

second legal lynching in the
recently concluded trial in
Ocala, Marion County, Fla.,
population 12,000.

The second trial in 29 months
for Irvin was the result of the
Supreme Court order for a re-

-trial. The verdict was handed in
. after less than two hours’ delib-
-eration by twelve white men and
- true, after seven Negroes of a
panel of 100 had been dismissed.

“J{stice has been done,”

.amenned Sheriff MeCall, the law
‘enforcement officer who killed
Shepherd and attempted to kill
Irvin, at the conclusion-of the
trial. “Justice” had presided in
Ocala, Marion County, where Ne-
groes are supposedly to be treated
~more fairly than in neighboring
sections, in a Jim Crow court-
house on Magnolia Street.

WHITTLING JUSTICE

An Elmo Roper poll ordered by
the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People

had shown that 43 per cent of the .
white residents of Marion County -

were convinced of Irvin's quilt
without evidence. The presiding
Judge Futch refused to have the
,poll cffered in evidence and de-
~ mnied a motion for a change of
™! venue. Judge Futch denied most of
the defense motions, while whit-
tling a great deal on the bench.
The white woman, Normo Lee
Padgett, 17 years old two years
-ago at the time of the charge, was
in court with her three-month-old
baby. She was described in a sum-
(Continued on page 4)
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Wave of Terror in Spain
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By HAL DRAPER

A new wave of terror against the opposition appears to
be under way in Franco Spain, as the fascist regime insti-
tutes a series of trials against prominent militants, with
death penalties threatened as the outcome. While Americans
have not been informed of this by the U. S. press, the re-
tiring American ambassador to Franco, Stanton Griffis, has
been gilding the Falangist dictator in public statements as
if he were a convert to-democracy.

The socialist resistance movement of the Spanish POUM,
as well as other anti-Franco forces, has called for interna-
tional actions of solidarity to save the men facing death at
the hands of Franco’s hangman and to stop the threatened
judicial processes against others still facing trial.

Last December, in Seville, 75 members of the under-
ground CNT (syndicalist National Confederation of Labor)

| ‘were given savage sentences for anti-Franco activities. The

new cases now also involve Barcelona and Valencia.

There can be little doubt
that one of the reasons why
Franco feels bold enough to
take the offensive at this
time is his financial and dip-
lomatic backing from this
side of the Atlantis,

Franco’'s Method

" Last - week :LABOR 'ACTION
carried the first part of a first-
hand report on “The Face of
Franco Spain” by 'a correspon-
dent "who stressed how great a
blow it was to the cause of the
Spanish people when the U. S.

swung toward a rapprochement
with Madrid, especially for those
who had entertained illusions
about help from Washington. In

his next part (to be published

next week—erowded out of this
issue) the same correspondent
notes, as of the time of his trip,
that there is no atmosphere of
terror visible to the naked eye of
the traveler, not since 1944.
There is not, to be sure, a Stalin-
ist-type terror which strikes fear
into every home; but Franco is
nevertheless starting new and
fierce attacks against the opposi-
(Turn to last pagel

Halley Slaps Liberal Party; Queens Election
Shows Liberals Must Stress Own Organization

By GORDON HASKELL

NEW YORK, Feb. 25—The
Liberal Party leadership got
a swift kick where it hurts
most last week when Ru-
dolph Halley, elected presi-
dent of the New York City
Council on the Liberal Party line
last November, all but repudiated
the party.

Specking to press reporters Saf-
urday after delivering an address
before the fourth annual Columbia
College Forum on Democracy, Hal-
ley obtrusively reminded his audi-
ence that he was not a member of
the Liberal Porty, and that he

would welcome the support of a

"cleaned-up™ Democratic Party if
he should some day run for mayor.

“l am undoubtedly a Demo-
crat,” he emphasized. “I have not
left the Democrats. The party has
left Democrats like me.” By the

“‘party,” he meant the New York

Tammany machine,

This open declaration of Hal-
ley’s real political loyalties was
rot altogether unexpected. At a
banquet given in his honor last
December, the Liberal Party lead-
ership openly hinted at their fear
that Halley would not “stick’ with
them. (See LABOR ACTION,
Deec. 24 last.) Yet this declaration,
coming quite gratuitously and at
a timie when no practical political
decision seems to force it, can be
interpreted only as a calculated
attempt by Halley to open his
way into the graces of the Demo-
cratic ‘machine, regardless of the
effect on.the Liberals. And even
if the statement was not pre-
meditated, it gives a clear insight

“into the real thinking and loyalty

of the Liberals’ most prominent
recent standard-bearer.

CRANMORE SHOWING

Halley's statement was made a
few days after the results were in
for the congressional by-election
in the 5th district of Queens on
February 19, in which the Liberal

Party candidate had gotten a
poorer vote than the Liberals had
hoped. Running as an independent
candidate against the candidates
of both major political machines,
Cranmore got 2,646 votes, Repub-
lican Rolzert T. Ross 17,300, and
Democrat Hugh Quinn 11,442,

One feature of the Liberal Party
vote in this election was that it
peiled a much larger vote than the
candidaté of the American Labor
Porty. Thelma Bearman, who got
1.221 votes, despite the fact thot
the ALP has been traditionally
stronger than the Liberals in this
district.

Cranmore’s showing was with-
out a doubt disappointing to both
the leadership and the ranks of
the party. He conducted a spirit-
ed campaign, and the party activ-
ists pitched in with a will. They
were aided by several unions in
addition tosthe Ladies’ Garment
Workers and Milliners, which
form the backbone of Liberal
trade-union support in the city.

The high hopes of the party peo-
ple for at least a very strong
showing, if not a vietory, were
based to no small degree on the
fact that Halley had run a close
second to the winner in that dis-
trict last fall.

CHIEF NEED

It would be quite useless to try
te draw any definite conclusions

from this election. The election

was announced only a few weeks
before the date of voting. (The
election was to fill a vacancy left
1\:hen the former incumbent re-
signed to run for distriet attor-
ney' of Queens County last fall.)
The Liberal Party had a little
niore than a week in which to or-
ganize and carry out its whole
campaign in a district which had
never been one of its strongholds,

and in which it had never had a

solid local organization.

Fprther. the vote was extreme-
ly light. The total vote was only

(Turn to last page)
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- Mean Gain for Stalinists

-

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, Feb. 24—Just before
the curtain opens on the one-week
stand of the congressional com-
mittee looking into “Communist
activities,” there is time to out-
line certain major features of the
show.

_Hero of the plot will be another
FBI agent, whose contribution

may equal the testimony of Mrs. -

Baldwin in Washington, who was
able to reveal after 9 years in the
Communist Party that Nat Gan-
ley was a member!

Congressman Potter (Republican,
Michigan) expects to ride into the
Senate, replacing Blair Moody, as
a result of the publicity he hopes
to get this coming week. The Me-
Carthy of Michigan.

The tough cadre of pro-Stalin-
ist union leaders who have been
subpoenaed may give the congres-
sional committee a much hotter

" time than the committee expects.

There is even some expectation in
Detroit that the sum-total result
of the show ‘will be the strength-
ening of Stalinism.

WHO'LL GAIN?

Two Ford Local 600 officials,
Pat Rice, vice president, and Bill
Hood, recording secretary, are
backed by the local,-and Hood did
4 neat job of blasting the chair-
man of the congressional commit-

tee, Representative Wood of
Georgia, for his anti-labor and
anti-Negro record.

Since the Rev. Charles Hill, Cole-
man Young, former Wayne ‘County
CIO secretary-treasurer, LeBron
Simmons, brilliant Negro attorney,

are other subpoenaed witnesses,

this hearing may produce a clash
between a Dixiecrat congressman
and prominent and qualified Negro
leaders, who know how to give as
well as take. There is little ques-
tion who will gain influence among
Detroit's large Negro population

in that kind of a debate! It has’

some CIO leaders here worried.

Although the daily press may
be able to slant the hearings
enough to protect the congress-
men, the use of TV will enable all
of Detroit to see the show for it-
self.

UAW SILENT

How stupid people can get in
this part of the world was shown
last week, when the official spokes-
man for the Detroit Chamber of
Commerce blasted legislation to
aid the unemployed by claiming
the Detroit unemployment situa-
tion was simply “normal.” It was
about as pepular as Marie Antoi-
nette’s classie, “Let 'em eat cake.”
And Congressman Potter may
find himself a little hard-pressed
to defend the record of the Re-
publican Party and his own rec-

ord on the problem of unemploy-
ment. I

Detroit’s daily papers keep agi-
tating every day with big stories
and headlines in an effort to ere-

ate a hysteria in this city over the -

“red” issue., Even after the City
Couneil recsgnized that William
Allan, Daily Worker correspon-
dent here, was legally entitled to
his apartment in the housing
project, they sought to whip up a
neighborhood feeling against him
and get him run .out.

The silence of the UAW-CIO offi-
cially on.the. hearings here hasn't
helped keep the atmosphere calm.
UAW officials hope that nothing
too serious happens, and that their
Democratic Party allies aren't hurt
-too much.

The evasive attitude of the
UAW-CIO is more than matched
by the shameful capitulation of
the Wayne University faculty to
the hysteria in collegiate cirecles.
Surely any professor with' an
ounce of intellectual integrity
must blush at the feature story
in today’s Detroit News which ex-
plains in detail how Wayne Uni-
versity, under the direction of
Dr. David Henry, suppresses free-
dom of speech on the ecampus,
works with the police in fingering
students, and prides itself on the
suppression of any pro-Stalinist
movement.

Labor Allies

By GERALD McDERMOTT

PITTSBURGH, Feb. 24—The labor
movement has just taken another

kick ©in the teeth from the Demo-
cratic Party.' The locale: this time

is Pennsylvania, The occasion was - .
.. except the UMW has beeéen-work-

the slate-making for  the coming
fall elections. As usual, the party

professionals: have doublecrossed:
potential candidates - from- the un- -

.ion-movement in favor of machine
regulars.-

A particularly  dramatic illus-

tration is the 30th:congressional
district of Pennsylvania. . This
area — Pittsburgh’s industrial
south side and the adjoining steel
towns along the Monongahela
River—is the most heavily indus-
trialized congressional district in
the entire United States. Within
this solidly Democratic district
lives the staggering number of
80,000 steel workers.

LABOR MAN BY-PASSED

The congressman from this dis-
trict recently died. He was tem-
porarily replaced by his wife,
Mrs. Vera Buchanan. To fill the
seat permanently, the labar move-
ment—and virtually everybody
else—expected that the Lawrence-
Kane Pittsburgh Democratic ma-
chine would give the nomination
tec State Senator Elmer Holland,
a CIO staff man who is a former
congressman and a popular and
able steel workers’ leader. Hol-

Southwood’s ‘Chinese Exclusion’ Vote:
Brotherhood Week vs. Property Values

By JACK WALKER

SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 25—0On
the eve of Governor Earl War-
ren’s proclamation of Brother-
hood Week in California a South
San  Francisco  neighborhood
voted 174 to 28 that Sing Sheng,
his pregnant wife, and 23 -year-
old son should not cccupy their
newly acquired home in a “re-
stricted” neighborhdod. Although
unenforceable legally, it is likely
that this vote will be personally
binding since it was a voting test
put forward by the new tenant
himself.

Sing; a 25-year-old ex-Chinese
Nationalist officer, college gradu-
ate, and now an airline mechanie,
had made a down payment of
$2950 on a $12,300 home several
weeks ago, when a storm of pro-
tests swamped him into reconsid-
ering his action, according to the
San Francisco Chronicle’s report.

He said: "At first they did try
{0 use a little bit of threat. It was
suggested that little children might
throw rocks and dumb garbage on
the house . if | bought it. | was not
born in America and | did not un--
derstand [!1. | wondered how the
children would know which house
to throw rocks at unless their
teachers told them."

When the threats failed, per-
suasion was attempted. At a Feb-
ruary 1 neighborhood meeting of
“calm discussion,” Sing proposed
the test vote after he had been
assured by several home owners
that their main objection to Sing

~ was that property values might

be. lowered.

WORLD SCANDAL

The results of the vote (174 no,
28 yes, and 14 abstentions, as de-
termined on February 16) ean be
understood better if the follow-
ing.incident is kept in mind. Just
before the vote was to be counted,

"a University of California Bu-

reau of Business and Economie
Research report was read show-
ing that race did not appear to
change the values of homes in
San Francisco and Berkeley. The
economics was met ‘with voices
from -the back of the garage

shouting: “Let's get on with it.

Let’s not fool -around-any more.”

The immediate and widespread
publicity given the case (the New
York Herald Tribune réported
the story on page 1; the New
York Times and the Chicago
Tribune gave it special coverage),
plus the excellent local coverage
in the Chronicle, soon made a na-
tional and international scandal
out of the simple disappointment
of a minority family trying to
move closer to the place of em-
ployment of the husband, trying
to have a three-bedroom home for
six people (including a baby due
this week and the mother's sister
and mother) and trying to find a
back yard for the 2%-year-old son
to play in—off the sidewalk,

Before the inevitable cold-war
repercussions are explored, it is
worthwhile to note a Chronicle
editorial debunking the “exception-
alism" of this case: "Nor do we
share the Chinese editor's thesis
that the 174 Southwoodians are
atypical.- At some risk of being
shouted down as lacking in convic-
tion, we withhold the rock that
might easily be thrown at South-
wood; we- wonder if we are not
living in @ glass house. We - wonder
how our abstract hatred of race
prejudice, and our veneration for
the doctrine  of men's equality,
would- have survived the South-
‘wood:test if we happened to.own
a house in Southwoed." Such.can-
dor merits recognition.

Now, whether property devaiu-
ation would have taken place or
not — it - seems doubtful -in this
case—it is up to all socialists and
democrats to support Sing's right
to live wherever he wants to, like
any human being of any race. For
us it is a social problem primar-
ily, nor should we get trapped
into accepting in advance the re-
sults of an economic consequence
should it in fact occur. We are for
Sing’s oecupying his home no
matter what the effect on “prop-
erty values” in the minds of the
prejudiced. Otherwise racism be-
comes a vieious circle, ]

In Washington U. 8. Senator
Knowland' (Repub., Cal.) thought
the episode “a mostunfortunate
incident. | . . It 'will be labeled as
representative of our country and
cur people as a whole. Such prop-

aganda is unjustified]” of course.
This isolated incident in a single
small community is not represent-
ative at all.” Although the
Chroniele had stated just the con-
trary in an earlier- editorial, it
cannot (and did not) openly eriti-
cize Knowland, and remains the
staunch Republican paper that it
18.

Letters of
into Sing’s home, many with of-
fers of homes elsewhere in the
Bay Area and even in the Pacific
Northwest. In fact, wherever
public statements were made,
with few exceptions they were
praising Sing’s stand and con-
demning those home owners who
had voted to exclude him. Gover-
nor Warren and the San Fran-
cisco Council issued pious resolu-
tions. Even some of the “no’s” re-
gretted their vote, fearing the
publicity and the even greater
drop in “property values” it

might presage. (Itis not a happy -
“lot to be a home owner!) So over-

whelmingly for Sing was the re-
sponse that it is interesting to
note the limited publie criticism.

WHITEWASHES

State Senator Jack Tenney
(Rep. L. A.), a former chairman
of the ultra-reactionary America
Plus Committee, which is cur-
rently sponsoring a “freedom of
choice” amendment to the state
constitution legalizing diserimina-
tion, describeds the episode as a
true example of democracy in ac-
tion. “If people don’'t have the
right to vote on their neighbors,
they don't have the right to vote
on. their president.” And: “I. con-
cur with the America Plus Com-
mittee in asserting that every
man has the right to determine
his associates, employers, clients
—and neighbors.” On Sing’s be-
havior: “The young man showed
a considerable amount of intelli-
gence in submitting the matter to
a4 vote and abiding by the vote’s
results.”

The editor of the Hong Kong
Standard, €. S. Kwei, editorialized
that- Sing had "chosen" a bad
time to present 'his case, “just
when -America is under propagasda

fire' from -all-the Communist coun-

sympathy poured

tries." Sing was as much to blame
as the Southwood home owners, he
said, because: "One's. foith in de-
mocracy, like one's faith in re-
ligion, has to be intuitive . . . not
to be lightly put to the test.” The
Chronicle disagreed with this
phantom democracy or mystical

democracy that Kwei put forth: It-

is of: the same order of "democ-
racy". that is preached and prac-
ticed by Stalinism -wherever it
holds sway.

"One phone .call to Mrs. Sheng
said: “If you want a home, go
back to China.” Mrs. Sheng was
born in America. An original “no
opinion” voter: “My wife and I
say the election should never have
heen held in the first place. . . .
But the election was held at Mr.
Sheng’s request and carried out
in a democratic manner. From the
time it was held, the situation
stopped being a Christian matter
[!] and became a political mat-
ter. Now that the world: is eriti-
cizing Southwood for this elec-
tion, I have come to feel that the
world is trying to take away my
vote and my right. to say what I
think.”

Thus the cold war continues,
locally and internationally. We
can only hope that Sing wins as
his “neighbors” engage in recon-
sidering their actions before a.
critical publie. In another meeting
of the “neighbors,” one of them
threw a bombshell into the.as-
sembly when he revealed that he
was a Hawailan and. that his wife
was Polynesian. Though reported
to be somewhat stunned, the rest
still voted for the exclusion of the
Sing family. Whether Southwood
“property values" will -survive
the new revelation will, we trust,
haunt the sleep of the die-hard
nay-voters.

It is to be hoped that the shame
that has been. heaped on South-
wood may at least be a deterrent
for. similar communities.
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Pittsh’e Dems Kick Their
in the Teeth |

land was as enthusiastically sup-
ported by the AFL, United Mine
Workers ‘and Railroad: Brother-
hoods as he was by the QIO For
..several years, a committee repre-
senting all of these organiuations

. ing together on: political:action.
Thé -local "Fair: Deal' iachide,
however, had-different idéas.:In a
. carefully -rigged- meeting: of :party
hacks, the-ankown: fillsin, Mrs. Bu.
chanan;: was ;endorsed:ihstedd. La-
bor knew nothing of #his - until ‘the
prearranged- vote ‘was . taken;

THEY FEAR LABOR

The same coup took place on the
state level. It was generally be-
lieved that another CIO " man,
State Senator Sam Neff; would
be named by the Democrats for
anditor.general. At the Jast min-
ute, a “party regular was named
instead.

It is reported that the machine
feared that if the considerabl
patronage of the auditor geneé
al's office fell to a labor man,
labor might be in a position to
name the Democratic candidate
for governor in 1954. It is also
reported that former - Senator
Francis Myers was not slated for
the United States Senate this
yvear in order that he might be
available to run for governor two
vears hence, and thus preclude
any candidate that labor might
back. i

Such' calculated long-range ma-
neuvering indicates how = defer-
mined—and how successful—the
machine men are in their determi-
netion that labor shall not "take
over” the party.

WHAT CAN BE DONE _

The calculated insult to labor
by the Democrats in passing over
Holland for Buchanan illustrates
what is really at stake. Mrs. Bu-
chanan, the machine candidate,
has always voted for labor. After

. all, most congressmen from work«

ing-class districts usually do, even
when their real sentiments lie

.with the other side. But Mrs. Bu- -

chanan’s basic loyalty will be to
the machine whiech “made” her;
Holland’s basic loyalty is to the
labor movement. Holland would
do more than vote “for the ree-
ord”; he would speak, work: and
fight actively for the labor move-
ment,

Labor’s reaction to the brazegr
doublecross was a blistering state-
ment condemning both’ parties for
ignoring labor in the selection of
candidates. The informal - joint
labor committee has announced
that it has “begun discussions
toward the molding of permanent
joint' labor political action in
Pittsburgh.” It is certainly the
least they ean do.

It .is not énough, however. The
Democrats ‘are not awed. The re=
ported reaction-of the Democratic
machine is,: "Where else can they
go?" Militants in Pitisburgh can
answer by calling on their unions

to run Elmer Holland on an inde- .

pendent labor ticket,

Next —
A Labor Party!

. by Jack Ranger

A Hard-Hitting, Meaty
Presentation of the Need -
for an
Independent Labor. Party.

25 cents " Order frem:
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_srael: Mapam Splits 0ver ‘Filthy, Lying, Deceiving,” Says
ro-Stalinist Policies

By AL FINDLEY

A split has taken place in the
Mapam, pro-Stalinist labor party
of Israel. .

The party split following a
statement by a Mapam deputy,
David Lifshitz, in the Knesset,
that the Arab Stalinists were im-
bued with Arab nationalism and
‘were anti-Israel. For this “crime,”
he was brought up on. charges,
refused to attend the trial, and on
February 21 sent in a letter an-
nouncing the formation of a new
deputy
publicly associated with him is
Anna Lanman, News dispatches
also speak of support to the new
party by 5 deputies, and 35 per
cent of the Mapam, especially in
the large cities.

So far, all of the dissidents have
been from the Achduth Avodah
section of the Mapam, and_have
flenounced .the Mapam for being
almost indistinguishable from the
Israeli Stalinists and for accepting
the fatter's leadership.

As reported in previous LABOR
ACTION _ articles, the internal
struggle within Mapam was ex-
pected to break out in an open
split; the main question was when
and where. At bottom the cause
is the complete subservience of
ihe Mapam leadership to the for-
eign policy of the Stalinists. As
long as Russia -supported some
Zionist demands, the Zionist Ach-
duth Avodah was able to go along.
After the shift of the Stalinists
to an anti-Zionist position, they
terided to develop resistance but
hoped for a change in line. They
now have become tired of ome-
sided collaboration. The Stalinists
have been making it difficult for
their Zionigt followers.

OREN. CASE:

. The latest blows suffered by the
pro-Stalinist Zionists were: the
anti-Israeli statements by the
Egyptian Stalinists at the “youth
festival” in Berlin, and the dis-
appearance of the extreme pro-
Stalinist Hashomer leader Mor-
decai Oren.

Mordecai Oren, a member of
the Sneh-Riftin ‘wing of Hashomer
Hatzair, which advocated immedi-
ate orgonic unity with the Israeli
CP and the Cominform, disap-
.Pearcd in Prague when he went
there to inquire into the where-
abouts of his brother Orenstein, a
leading Stalinist official who had
vanished in the purges following
the downfall of Slansky. But he teoo
~—although an Israeli citizen—met
the same fate: he vanished into
thin air. Reports circulate that he
.was arrested for "encouraging im-
migration to Israel.” g

Of course, no one knows when
the Czech government declared
this to be a crime; or, if it did,
when Oren had the time to com-
mit it, since he disappeared im-
mediately wupon arrival. Such
questions do not concern Stalinist
“justice.”

In_ all- probability, the Czech

_.Stalinists will try to make him
“confess” that he was the go-be-

tween for Slansky in the latter’s
“subversive” dealings with Israel,

. “cosmopolitans,” and “Jewish cap-

italists.”

Oren’s fate had a visible effect
on Achduth Avedah and even on
Hashomer elements. The Mapam
official organ,  El Hamishmar,
printed not a single word about
the affair; it merely reported that
Mapam had sent an emissary to
free Oren. Among the ranks the
leadership has been spreading the
report that Oren was arrested for
one day and then released. They
have not dared to offer public
gonfirmation,

STALINOID LINE

It is not yet clear how much
support the new party has among

Subscribe to

. LABOR ACTION

the Mapam members. It is un-
likely that it will attract organ-
ized support from Hashomer ele-
ments. The organizational prin-
ciple of the Hashomer collectives
requires ‘‘ideological unity,” and
any member joining another par-
ty would be expelled and lose his
livelihood. But the new party may
get much sympathy and could be
the beginning of a chain of events
that may affect even the Stalinist
line of the Hashomer.

There is some possibility that
the  new group may not carry
along all of the former supporters
of Achduth Avodah (38 per cent
of Mapam) and the Left Poale
Zion (12 per eent of Mapam). A
few of the Left Poale Zion lead-
ers had already joined the pro-
Stalinist Hashomer at the last
Mapam conference held in the
Tall of 1951.

While the leaders of Achduth
Avodah are anti-Stalin (they do
not want to see Stalinism in Israel;
in private they criticize Russia's
lack of democracy and say that
Tito is building socialism in Yugo-
slavia), thel their opposi-

nevery

tion to the Stalinization of the

Mapam is based on emotion and on

what is to them the acid test: how
it affects Zionism. On theoretical
grounds they had given up not
only advance positions but basic
lines to. the. Stalinists. This may
now have its unfortunate results.

Thus, their draft program “rec-
ognizes that the world revolution-
ary movement that is growing in
the process of gigantic struggle
and encompasses the mighty eamp
of the Soviet Union . . . is the
movement ‘that fights to free the
world from fears of war, exploita-
tion and fascism.”™ The party will
be “true to its friendship with
the fortress where socialism is
being -built in -the Soviet Union,

ISL FUND DRIVE §

the people’s democracies and
China.” Achduth Avodah opposed
“anschluss” with the Cominform,
proposing instead greater cooper-
ation. It favored continuation of
the right of factions in the party
but also opposed the entry of
Arab workers into a single party.

TOWARD MAPAI?

Hashomer Hatzair proposed
“eventual” affiliation to the Com-
inform and ‘“future” admission

of Arabs into a single party and
trade-union organization. While
Hashomer condemned Tito, the
Achduth Avodah draft program
was loud in its silence.

Despite the abolition of fac-
tions, Hashomer did in fact con-
tinue as a faction because of its
ideological control of ifs settle-
ments. The Achduth Avodah peo-
ple also created their de-facto
faction by splitting the Kibbutz
Hamenchad, transforming it into
a4 homogeneous ideological unit, in
preparation for a showdown .with
Hashomer inside of or outside of:
the Mapam.

The fate of the new party is
speculative. It will probably con-
tinue independent existence for a
while at least. There is, of course,
the possibility that it may re-enter
the Mapai or unite with a left
wing of Mapai.

It is also to be hoped that its.
people will rethink their sad ex-
periences with Stalinism in a fun-
damental sense, as well as their

“views on the Arab question. For

their own reasons the Hashomer
pro-Stalinists adopted a position
of friendliness with the Arabs, in
line with- Russian foreign policy,
but there is no reason to confuse
the Stalinists’ motivations with
the need for a real socialist policy
of rapproachement of the Jewish
and Arab peoples.

Murray of Steel Bosses’ Case '

By GERALD McDERMOTT

PLTTSBURGH, Feb. 23—"“Coliec-
tive bargaining has become less
and less a contest and more and
niore a collaboration.” So.  de-
clared Philip Murray to the
United Steelworkers convention—
in 1948.

"They have made a farce out of
collective bargaining. . . . The self-
proclaimed statesmen of the steel
industry have offered just one little
word: ‘No."” It is still Murray
speaking, but the time is the pres-
ent. The difference between the
two statements illustrates the evo-
lution taking place in the steel un-
ion and in steel labor relations.

“Collaboration” between the
union and the steel industry at
the present time can best be un-
derstood by a look at the presen-
tations of the two sides to the
Wage Stabilization Panel consid-
ering their current dispute. Not
satisfied with repeating an inso-
lent “No"” to every one of the 22
demands of the union, the arro-
gant-steel barons have gone on to
say that steel is now a “push-
button industry” and that the
steel workers’ “already high” pay
makes them the “economic royal-
ists” of the labor movement. The
union, declared industry spokes-
men, was loaded with “loafers,
chiselers and bargain-hunters.”

Arguing against a guaranteed
annual wage to tide steel workers
over periods of unemployment, a
United States Steel. economist
suggested that instead the work-
ers themselves set aside $15 a
week for a rainy day. Most steel
workers feel lucky if they have
15 cents left at the close of the
week.

WILL STEEL ACCEPT?

Murray’s answer to this tirade
was to brand it as “the most rep-
rehensible, filthy, lying, deceiving
presentation that has ever been

Slow_Pickup-f-Fill Up Those Zero Columns!

By ALBERT GATES
Fund Drive Director

For this second report of the
1952 ISL Fund Drive, which is
not quite two weeks old, we can
report the contribution of an ad-
ditional $824, or a total in the
campaign of $1805. However good
this is, the amount does not match
the drive of last year which netted
almost $1000 more at this stage.

Cleveland goes to the top with
50 per cent of its quota.

This week saw New York and
Buffalo |oin the list of contributors
with $432 and $300 respectively.
That's fairly good. We say fairly,
because New York—which is usu-
ally the pace-setter in the total
amount contributed—is lagging far
behind its wsual pace, and since it
has the largest quota, this effects
the total drive more than any other
single branch. We are advised,
however, that after a late start
things are beginring to move along
more rapidly and the next two

- weeks should show a rapid climb.

At this time of writing, Buffalo
is in first place, followed closely
by Streator . and the Socialist
Youth League. The others are far
behind. But worst of all, half of
the branches and ecities have not
yet been heard from at all.
There’s the rub. Detroit, Seattle
and Akron, to mention a few,
haven’t sent in one penny yet!
Why not? We would like to know.
Let’s see if we can reduce the
number of “0” percentages by the
time we make our next report.

Readers should bear in mind
that of the money colleeted thus
far, almost all the sums have gone
to liquidate docal debts and we
haven’t yet received enough

money to take care of the more.

important . obligations recited to
-you in-the. opening statement on

‘the drive:

Fund Drive

Detroit 5;
Oakland "
Pitisburgh
Chicago ..
New York ..
Newark ... ..
Philadelphia
Los Angeles
General
Akron
Baltimore
Boston
Detroit
. Reading
St. Louis ...
Seattle
Youngstown
Indiana
Oregon

Northwest 5;

Quota Paid Percent
TOTAL ... 312,500 $1905 15.2
Cleveland 200 100 50
Buffalo ... 650 300 46
Streator oooaionsienaTiisy 25 10 40
Socialist Youth League . .. . 1,500 579 38.6

Chicago 358; New Yorkﬂlt)'?; Berkeley 61; General 23;

Box Score

New Haven 20.

500 140 28
150 25 16.6
1.800 . 225 12,5
4,000 432 10.8
300 3 10.3
300 20 - 6.6
600 38 6.3
5 0.3

0 "0

0 0

0 2

0 0

0 9

0 0

0 0

, 0 0

50 o 0

50 0 0

CONTRIBUTE to

114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y.

the ISL’s 1952 Fund Drive,
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, | iuiuissiicsy

(Make checks ;Oa.yaﬁle

the ISL FUND DRIVE!

Independent Socialist League

Enclosed is $......cccoce..... weeer @8 my contribution to

presented . . . in my lifetime.”
The judgment .is restrained, if
anything.

“In the meantime, the union has
postponed its strike deadline for
a third time. The postponement
was necessary because the com-
panies had dragged their feet in
presenting their case to the WSB;
therefore, the WSB is behind
schedule in reaching recommen-
dations. The union insists, how-
ever, that the companies shall not
profit from their refusal to bar-
gain., Murray has deeclared that
all benefits should be retroactive
to January 1, the expiration date
of the old contract.

Reports from Washington indi-
cate that the WSB may recommend
a 15-cent hike for the urion and o
$3-a-ton price boost for the indus-
try. Such a solution would repre-
sent a substantial victory. The in-
dustry would be permitted about
a $3 increase anyway, automatic-
ally, under the Capehart amend-
ment. The industry has declared
that it would need a $10 boost if
it met the union’s demands.

The big question is whether the
companies will accept the WSB
findings. If not, the union will
strike. Murray indicated this
week that he feels the union has
already complied with the Taft-
Hartley provision which could re-
quire an 80-day postponement. It
is doubtful if the government
would agree with this interpreta-
tion, but Murray does not seem
worried. The new strike deadline
is Monday, March 24.

No one should be surprised if
the dispute is finally "solved"—
that is, postponed—by "govern-
ment seizure."

~ 4 [

PERSECUTION IN
LATIN AMERICA

(WDL Release)

Over thirty thousand labor
leaders, workers and other per-
sons are being held prisoners in
various Latin American countries
because of their labor activities
cr political beliefs, according to

a petition presented to the United *

Nations.

This petition, prepared by the
Workers Defense League, in co-
operation with the International
League for the Rights of Man and
the Inter-American Association
for Democracy and Freedom,
called upon the United Nations
to take action in exposing the full
extent of the suppression of the
free labor movement and eivil
rights by Argentina, Venezuela,
Peru, the Dominican Republie,
Colombia and Paraguay. Charg-
ing that Venezuela is a,  major
violator of human rights, detain-
ing an estimated six thousand
labor and political prisoners, most
of them without trial, the WDL
presented affidavits showing that
many of these prisoners are being
tortured.,

“Sex, age or physical condition
of those imprisoned has consti-
tuted no bar to their maltreatment
or the fact that thousands of
them, many aged and ill, are held
without trial, incommunicado,
without hope of redress, save by
some action of the United Na-
tions,” the petition stated.

The Workers Defense League
is preparing additional documen-
tation of these charges for the use
of the UN in support of the In-
ternational Confederation of Free
Trade Unions’ resolution on this
subject.
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| The
. |ISL Program
~ in Brief

The Independent Socialist League
i ' stands for socialist democracy and
aguinst the two systems of exploita-
tion which now divide the world: capi-
talism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or
" liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other
deal, so as to give the people freedom,
abundance, security or peace. It must
be abolished and replaced by a new
social system, in which the people own
and control the basic sectors of the
economy, democratically controlling
their own economic and political des-
tinies. :

holds power, is a brutal totalitarian-
ism—a new form of exploitation. Ifs
agents in every country, the Commu-
nist Parties, are unrelenting enemies
- of socialism and have nothing in com-
mon with socialism—which cannot ex-
ist without effective democratic con-
trol by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and
Stalinism are today at each other’s
threats in a world-wide imperialist ri-
valiry for domination. This struggle can
! only lead to the most frightful war in
. histery so long as the people leave the

Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing c¢nd strengthening the Third Camp
of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,
looks to the working class and its ever-
s presenf struggle as the basic progres-
5 sive force in society. The ISL is organ-
ized fo spread the ideas of socialism in
the labor movement and among all
other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent So-
cialists participate actively in every
| struggle fo better the people’s lot now
" ~—such as the fight for higher living
standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil liberties
and the trade-union movement. We
seek to |o|n together with all other
militants in the labor movement as a
left force working for the formation
of on independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

- The fight for democracy and the
fight for socialism are mseparcble.
There can be no lasting and genuine
democracy without socialism, and
there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner,
join the Independent Socialist League!

INTERESTED?

Get .
acquainted

with the
‘Independent
Socialist League—

114 W. 14th Street
New York T1,N. Y.

1 1 want more information about the
ideas of Independent Socialism and
the 1SL.

0 I want to join the ISL.
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Staolinism, in Russia and wherever it

capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.

© surgents,

Comrade Alerandet's original
article on Burma (Nov. 26 last)
described the recent successes of
the Burmese government in com-
bating guerrille attacks and re-
ferred to the government as “so-
cialist.,” Letters from Comrades
Magnus (Deec. 10) and Stanley
(Jan. 21) took issue with the
viewpoint which they saw in the
article. We commented only that
more information was needed on
the situation in Burma. Comrade
Alexander here continues the dis-
cussion, from his own standpoint.
—FEd.

By DAVID ALEXANDER

I should like to take this oppor-
tunity to comment on the letters
of Comrades Magnus and Stanley
about the situation in Burma.

My original article dealt with
the different forces which were
then fighting the Burmese gov-
ernment. Since that time their
numbers have decreased to about

10,000, although they still control

3 milliort people out of a popula-
tion of 17 million. From these
figures alone, it is abundantly
clear that such small Stalinist
forces could not control so large
a part of the country were it not
for a certain amount of popular
‘support.

1t is true, for instance, that in
the parts under their control they
have distributed a large amount of
lond. But this measure was swiftly
followed by the imposition of a
tax equivalent to one third of the
product of the land;: it was ru-
mored that the rice collected
thereby was sold in government-
controlled areas at large profits;
be that as it may, the discontent
caused by the imposition of these
harsh burdens and the peasants’
disinclination to fight a gquerrilla
war led the Stalinists to carry out
severe repressive measures. Their
original "land committees” were
dissolved, and they induiged in
purges similar to those which have
occurred in Indo-China, Malaya
and China. i

The Burmese government since
1948 has been trying to carry out
some socialist measures by nation-
alizing timber as well as the
Irrawaddy Flotilla Company.
They have also instituted resettle-
ment areas for landless peasants.
Schools have been established,
and a general amnesty was de-
clared for “Communists” last
vear. (Among those who surren-
dered was Bo Naung Cho, a prom-
inent guerrilla.)

VICIOUS CIRCLE
But before they could exercise

any administrative control what-

soever, the government had to
clear out the “Communists” or be
cleared out by them. They were
already spending one third of
their budget on fighting the in-
and have obtained a
certain measure of success. In or-
der to restore peace to the coun-
try they had to have British and
American aid; to obtain this they

BURMA.
MORE DISCUSSION ON ITS
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

had_to forgo demands to nation-
alize foreign oil and mining in-
terests.

Thus we see the vicious circle.

In order to carry out any form of

progressive policy they had ¢o
have peace; to obtain this they
had to have arms, and these were
only forthcoming on their agree-
ment to abandon their major so-
cialist aims. 1+ must be clearly
kept in mind that Aung San's origi-
nal government was a revolution-
ary one, mass-supported, which
fought both British and Japanese.
There was, as Comrade Stanley
points out, only a very small Bur-
mese bourgeansw. Unlike India or
ia, dence WAS
gained hy Nie musses
Since then, hawever, their po-
litical backwardness has allowed
the Burmese to be ruled by a
largely inefficient government
which had the following tasks:
(1) stop the fighting; (2) indus-
trialize the country; (3) educate
the people; (4) start a socialist
program.

CRITICAL SUPPORT

This brings us to an investiga-
tion of the reole of the Burmese
government vis-a-vis the Stalin-
icts.

There is no doubt whatsoever
thiat the government of Aung San
could have put many more social-
ist measures into effect if . the
Stalinists had not been wrecking
the country. There is no doubt
that the swing to the right was
precipitated by the necessity to
accept American aid to fight the
Stalinists. On the other hand,
from what information I have, I
am fully satisfied that the Stalin-
ists are of the same perspective
as ‘Mao and his thugs or Ho Chi
Minh or any other of their ilk.
They represent a very, small mi-
nority exploiting the discontent
of the peasants, while at the same
time being largely responsible for
it. It is more than significant that
the Stalinist outbreaks did not
oceur until they were refused jobs
in the government; further, that
they coincided with premature
risings by Stalinist groups in-
Indonesia, Malaya and other Far
Eastern countries.

| am not saying that there is not
genuine and well-founded discon-
tent against a corrupt government.
But | state categorically that the
Anti-Fascist People’'s League was
a mass peasant movement;
opinion, far more could be done
by cooperating in such a govern-
ment (as until 1948) which then
had genuinely progressive aims and
aspirations, than by forcing it to
the right in vain attempts to over-
throw it. The Burmese government
of 1945 was at least as progressive
as the then British Labor govern-

" ment. Our task now is te give it

critical leff-wing support, lest it
fall more completely into the
hands of the Burmese bourgeeisie,
which provides the very reason for
existence of the Stalinists.
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theological,

born “scientific” ‘one,
of the human race.”

THOMAS JEFFERSON AND THE NEGRO, by
Eleonore Oriand Sterling.—The Crisis, Jan.

Jefferson, whose name is associated with the
principle. that “all men are created equal” and
who was an opponent of slavery, yet held views
on Negro inferiority which today we would ex-
pect to hear only from a Talmadge. This is the-
paradox explored in a well-balanced article- in
the NAACP magazine, whiech does not go off the
deep end to smear Jefferson but rather attempts
to understand his dilemma in terms of ‘his his-

he name of progress and enlighten-
gave scientific sanction to prejudice,”
judice they happened to hold, and
‘which modérn science has long exploded. But it
ferson escape from a dilemma that
iz him: ‘“‘despite many plans and in-
! failed to free his’ own slaves during
¢ because of the serious.social .and
j-_ clships it rmght have entailed,” ' even

In Jefferson’s ideas, “the roots of that which
is greatest in the American liberal tradition,”
Miss Sterling also sees “the split existing with-
in its very soul.” The great democrat refuted
political "and - philosophic justifica-
tions for inequality, only:to fall prey to the new-
“the bioclogical hierarchy

_Against the ideas of Buffon, who said that
all men were of the same species; some of the
men of the Enlightenment, followed Hume and

reading; b
most high

inconsiste

writings offi Negro inferiority make no cheerful
one can get a vivid feel of “how the
pinded humanitarian will contrive the
greatest aBsurdities in order to cover up his own
ies,”
that thoroughly: good intentions are not enough.

as she says. Socialists know

Halley Slaps Li

(Continued from page 1)
about 30 per- cent of the regis-
tered voters, and only about one
sixth of the maximum vote the
district casts in a presidential
eleetion. This district is a peculiar

.ene in that although the larse

majority of its voters are enrolled
Democrats (66,000 to 34,000 Re-
publicans in 1951), it generally
votes Republican in elections for
president, governor and U. S. Sen-
ate, and Democratic in elections

 to-local office.

Under these circumstances, if
the election result demonstrates
anything, it shows that the Liberal
Party's chief ‘need is to build up
its own local clubs, its own local
machinery, on a year-round basis.
The Republican machine was there,
ready for use in this election; the
Democrats gave Quinn {who openly
repudiated the Truman administra-
tion) very little support; and the
Liberals, despite their fine
“quickie” mobilization of people
on a city-wide basis, were not able
to overcome the lack of previous
work in this field. :

THE LESSON

It is possible that leaders in the
Liberal Party who have  little
stomach for a really independent
policy will point to the Cranmore
election in support of their claim
that the party cannot and should
rot try to win with its own can-
didates against the: field. Halley's

, €lection, they all admit, was due

e \
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- been particularly

primarily to tfle:popularity Lﬁd
television appeal he had gained.as
ccunsel to the Kefauver Comhnit-
tee and to the general revulsion
against the corruption of the
administration laid bare in those
hearings. Their conclusion: ﬁth-
er the Liberals must support*hb-
eral Democrats (or even Republi-
cans) as in the past, or atjthe
very least, back a promment er-
sonality like Halley.

But that brings us back to Hal-
ley’s open slap-in-the-face of ithe
party, and to something else
which is at least equally impor-
tant. Halley’s repudiation, which
was preceded by the cold shoulder
turned to the party by Franklin
Roosevelt Jr., the other promi-
nent “independent Democrat”
elected, by the Liberals, “should
shatter any illusions that by-‘this
means the party can hope to win

strong political positions .at the -

top. It should also teach the les-
scn that, in concentrating on such
“victories,” the Liberal Party has
in. the past forfeited: its: best:.op-
portunities to build its own or-
ganization. ”

"GET-RICH-QUICK" -
The-Halley campaign should have
instructive . on
this score. The whole campaign
was run down from the fop.  was:

. primarily-a newspaper and radio

campaign, run from Halley head-
quarters by men on the Liberal

, payroll with Liberal money. Except

in the very first phases of the cam-
paign when the problem was toiget
encugh signatures on petitiong to

‘get Malley on the ballot, the clubs

berals — —

were hardly mobilized ot all. Many
clubs did not even mee# during the
campaign, as their officers were
too busy with top-level operations
to bother with the rank and file.
In those cases where new clubs
were organized they tended to be
more "Halley" clubs than "Liberal”
clubs. (One organizer tells the
story of a club thus brought into
being most of whose members turn™
out to be for MacArthur for presi-
dent!)

It is ironical that the Liberal
Party leaders argue that those
in the ranks who want the party
to run its own candidates against
the field are “unrealistic” and
want to follow a “get-rieh-quick” -
policy. It is precisely the policies

- of these leaders, who seek easy

electoral wvictories rather than

- solid electoral c¢ampaigns which

would actually build the party,
whiech turn out to-be unrealistic.
It they had concentrated during
the Halley campaign on building
their organization, on educating
a maxXimum number of people to
the principles which distinguish
their party from the Democrats
and Republicans, they would be
in a much stronger position today
than they actually are.

Such a policy might not have
led to a Cranmore victory, and in
#%all probability it would not have

prevented Halley from repudiat-
ing the party in due course. But
if it had been followed, there can
- be -little question but that the
Liberal Party would today be a
stronger and more self-confident
political organization than it ae-
tually is.
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UMT CAN STILL BE DEFEATED

In splte of anything you may have heard or read, Universal Mili-
tary Training is not yet the law of the land. It w111 not /become the
law unless Congress acts .on it favorably in“the spring of 1952, As
Chairman Vinson of the House. Armed Services Corimittee said in
reporting on the House and Senate conference on the bill:

“The most significant'is the agreement with respect to the require-
ment that Congress must take another look at universal military
training before it can be put into opemtwn " (June 7, 1951.)

UMT has not yet been adopled.

The chances of defeating it are good.

It will probably come up for a vote before April 1952. Now is the
time, therefore, to let your congressman and senat,ors know of your
opposition, and keep letting them know.

- UMT WOULD BE PERMANENT LEGISLATION

‘Supporters of Universal Military Training try to give the impres-
sion that its adoption has something important to do with the present
emergency, and that it will last only as long as the emergency does.
The only relation is juSt this—that the emergency is being used to
push UMT aeross.

The purpose behind Universal Mititary Training is to establish PER-
MANENT conscription in a ‘country that has always abhorred the very
idea of such a system. M is to force every young man—and soon, per-
haps, every girk—to submit to a long period of indoctrination with the
military attitude foward life, ;‘which ls H&e uppcalie of’ the democratic
attitude. -

Said- Assistant Secretary of Defense Anna Rosenherg to a Senate
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Textbook - Bummy in New Yorlf (lty s Publlc Scllool System

By MEL  HACKER

The curtain of silence is falling over the New York
public school system. The state Board of Regents and .city
Superintendént of Schools Jansen are leading a determined
and very effective purge of teachers and textbooks. Behind
them solemnly. march powerful clerical forces seeking to
infiltrate the secular public school system with school pray-
ers, Bible-reading, religious censorship and. public support
for parochial school education.

The basic idea behind this movement is simple enough:
‘the United States is preparing for war with Russia; ques-
tionings, liberalism, departure from the most provincial and
reactionary aspects of the American Way of Life (Capital-
ism and God) threaten America’s existence; war is war, industrial
America is efficient; the luxuries of more than One Official and Sacred
Opinion, of books and ideas, of a too-literal interpretation of demo-
cratic rights and pr:vﬂeges are excess bagzage in this fighting war
machine.

And the liberals.lament: “Now once again the blanket of imtoler-
ance is spread, more swiftly than we are aware, for we have accepted
without argument or reasoning the incantation of the voice of anxiety.
Step by step we welcome the new tyranny to soothe the ache of our
uncertainties as if safety lay .in closing the book of our minds. Step
by step in easy gradations we ‘have broken down the old defenses
and asked the authorities—our government, state, university-—to help
us close our mouth and shut our ears and dim our eyes.” (Francis
Biddle, in Fear of Freedom.)

From Pasadena -and Englewood, all too quickly the attack on free,
secular, public education has shifted to New York.

Led by the professional anti-Communist Rabbi Schultx and by Alan
Zoll, the American Legion and the NAM, even “respectable’ groups like
the State Federation of Women's Clubs have pressed the Board of
Regents to set up o commission to investigate school textbooks in New
York for "subversive™ contents. The Regents have announced that, in
their attempt to combat Communism and disloyal elements in our educa-
tional institutions, the commission will—upon complaint, and they admit
no specific complaints have yet been received—investigate textbooks
alleged to contain "seditious matter or material promoting disloyalty
to the United States or favoruble to the cause of any foreign nation
with whom the U. S, may be at war.”

WARNING BY TEACHERS GUILD

The commission includes Judge Bruce Bromely, noted for his up-
holding of Metropolitan Life’s Jim Crow rental policies at Stuyvesant
Town, and Mrs. Harper Sibley, wife of a former president of the
U. 8. Chamber of Commerce, along with State Education Commis-
sioner Wilson, a truly wide representative body of citizens.

A finding by the commission that a book is subversive would result
in the immediate withdrawal of the book from the schools and would
subject any non-complying teacher to criminal penalties. The stand-
ards to be followed by the commission in determining what kind of
material is “subversive” are not stated.

In an editorial the Teachers Guild Bulletin observes:

"Past history and current attitudes warn us of the probability that
what are essentially confroversial issues will once again become con- -

fused with subversive Ideas. What is meant exactly by 'material promot-
ing disloyalty'? How is 'subversive' to be defined and by whom, by you,
me, by a Regent or a group of Regents? Were the factual pamphliets
'subversive' which were issued during the war by the U. S. government
axplaining its allies, including the USSR? Or are they now? Is any criti-
cism of the free enferprise system ‘disloyal'? What about quotations
from the Declaration of Independence? Is there not a real danger that
a textbook jury weuld consider offensive those honest differences of
opinion which are at the very root of a democratic, as confrqshd with
a jotalitarian, form of gov-l'nultlll'?"

Since the findings of the commission would presumably not be sub-
jeet to judicial review, the commission would in fact have almest

“This will not be an emergency bill but a
propogal for permanent legislation.”

UMT WOULD MEAN 8 YEARS OF MILITARISM" FOI!
EVERY BOY

Don't get the impression that no more than six months of trammg
is involved in UMT. That’s only the beginning. After that come seven
and one-half years of reserve status.

Seven and a half years of drill one night a week (if in National
Guard).

Seven and a half years of being subject to military indoctrination,
subject to all the pressures the military can exert to stifle eriticism
and instill “obedience.”

Seven and a half years of being subject to immediate call for
service anywhere in the world.

A boy could finish his six months of training, go to college for four
years and graduate school for three years and still be subject to eall
when he finished.

That is what UMT means to every young American.

UMT WOULD REQUIRE A LARGER STANDING ARMY

You know the argument that UMT would mean a smaller standing
army? If you’ve been inclined to believe it, look at these figures:
Regular Army, Navy and Air Force now ......eenenn. 3,600,000
UMT boys training at one time ............... 400,000
Additional men needed as traimers® ......... 200,000

(*Estimated as needed hy ‘the Commission on UMT )

Right to start with, in other words, it would be necessary to cut
600,000 men out of the Army, Navy and  Air Force just to keep the
military establishment at its present level.

Almost a million men. would need to be dropped to make a reul dent
in the size of the military establishment.

s

RS

unlimited power to ban any book which offended the pohtlcal economie
or religious sensibilities of the members of the commission. In addi-

tion a great burden is here placed on the teacher; he is intimidated -

into professional paralysis. Imagine being accused by a bigot. of
using subversive textbooks or requesting as a text a book which is later
deemed “subversive.”

The very fact that such a commission has been created wﬂl tend
to discourage the writing of textbooks which try to present all the
facts, unfavorable as welI as favorable, in our own developnment or
which try to present all sides of the debatable issues of the day.
Imagine a book critical of American capitalism on foreign policy or
which analyzes the role of the Catholic Church in America getting by
that commission. . ., . '

Although the program is still in its investigatory stages the ban-
ning of the Nation magazine from the city schools for its criticism of
1eaction in the Catholic Church hierarchy, the recent self-purgation
from a number of school libraries of such “péison” as Mark Twain’s
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, the withdrawal of a

publication issued by the Board of Education itself because the Catho- " -
lic Church objected to a sentence in the publication defining the term -

“scholasticism”—all these indicate the direction of the book purge.

REACTION RANTS AGAINST FREE EDIJCA'I'I_OH.

The application of any criteria for judging textbooks other than
sound and democratic educational considerations—namely,.to impart

the truth, develop critical judgment by presenting different sides and -

analyses of a question—would result in frequent and :serious up-
heavals in our school curricula. As often as new developments .in
world affairs reshaped U. 8. foreign policy, so often would there bhe
wholesale purges of textbooks to secure conformity. We know the hor-
rors of thought-control and the re-writing of the past in the educa-
tional life of totalitarian countries—Stalinist Russia and Nazi Ger-
many.

The ranting reaction of several instigators of the book purge also
indicate its implications. Rabbi Schultz, director of the Jewish League
Against Communism, fears that a conspiracy is possessing the minds
of children with “a basis for collectivism . . . against traditional
American economics [capitalism] and liberties [sic]].” ’

Alan Zoll, director of a lucrative little business set-up called the
National Council of American Education, cohort of the well-known Amer-
ican fascists and anti-Semites Gerald L. K. Smith, Joseph McWilliams
and Liz Dilling, notes that "Most teachers and textbooks are socialist and
the teachers' colleges are implanted with socialism. These socialist plot-
ters are deliberate saboteurs and we are in serious danger from them—
just as much as from the Communists. There are plenty of bad people
who haven't joined the Communist Party and we're out for them too.
You're either for individualism or collectivism. The middle is a barbed-
wire fence. | tell that to my kids in my talks o them.”" Zoll couples this
with attacks on progressive education, and moans that children are not
being taught the three R's, which should be taught to the exclusion of
virtually everything. else.

That this hysterical arrogance has received widespread publie
support is perhaps amazing to a civilized or semi-civilized person, but,
as the citizens of Pasadena and Englewood and students of Sarah
Lawrence College and Yale University and growing numbers of other
communities and schools well realize, the power of fear, apathy and
reaction is today strong and pervasive.

There is not a great gap between the investigation and the burning
of books. Only last week books in the Sapulpa (Oklahoma) High
School hbrmy were barred by the school after being eriticized by-a’
woman’s civic group for the way they dealt with socialism and sex..
“They just weren't good reading for teen-age children,” Mr. Hartman,
vice-president of the Sapulpa Board of Education, declared. Though

Mr. Hartman “could not remember” the names of any of the burned ° .

books or elaborate on the criteria used, he declared that the investiga-
tion was so thorough that it even studied the backgrounds of some
authors!

Now.js. the time to let people know about the book purge, to urge
that the State Beard of Regents call off its w1tchhuntmg exped}tion
against books and ideas.

Six Counts Against Universal Military Training: It Can Be Stopped!

~Armed Services Committee:

No one in the Pentagon has even hinted at such a possibility
Can you seriously believe that enyeie in Washington is thinking
in- those terms?

UMT WOULD EXTEND MILITARY-CONTROL OF THE U. S.

Already there is an ominous pattern of military control of the
nation. UMT would extend this control enormeusly because it would
mean the indoetrination of practically every young person in the
country with the military point of view.

Said Senator Ralph E. Flanders (Rep.: Vt.):

"It is not only that we are sacrificing to defense our standard .of
living and the free independence of our economic life. We are sacrificing
our freedom itself. We are being forced to shift the American way of
life into the pattern of the garrison state. ... Our wealthz our standard
of living, the lives of our young people, and our institutions are under
the control of the military. We are no longer a free people,”

—Speech in U. S. Senate, Feb. 12, 1951.

The kind of freedom we have known cannot live when militarism
gets control of the nation. That day is ominously close.

UMT COULD NOT OPERATE NOW, ANYWAY

The report of the Commission on UMT dated October 29, 1951,
recognized that even if it were passed it could not be put into effeet
while the present draft schedule is operating. It proposed, therefore,
to start UMT on a “token” basis, training only 60,000 youths for the
time being.

Such a limping proposal demonstrates how urgently UMT's supporters
feel the need of getting this thing approved in a "war" period, and how
.clearly they see that the American people would not approve it in times
of peace. ... '
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| Page Six

jow Not to Foment Revolution” in

. Rightist Emigre Coalition Splits on Nationalities Issue

'y Na No *

- A new and signfiicant chapter can now be
added to the history of American efforts to “fo-
ment revolution in Russia.” [For other articles
. on this subject, see issues last year for Jan. 29,
- June. 11 and 25, July 16—Ed.]

“The press has aiready reported that the con-
tinual and stubborn attempts by the American
Committee for the Liberation of the Peoples of
Russia, Inc. (up to recently headed by Eugene
Lyons) to organize and unite émigré Russian po-
litical -groups have ended up in a blind alley.
Alexander Kerensky, from the Russian émigré
side, and Isaac Don Levine, from the American
side, -have recently published in the Russian-
American press [Novoye Russkoye Slovo, New
York) a couple of open letters containing sharp
accusations against each other. That lovely com-
bination has apparently been broken up for good.
The story is as follows.

- Half a year ago the Swiss radio announced
that Kerensky, former premier of Russia, was
making a tour through Western Europe “to unite
all.the Russian organizations in emigration and
in''the USSR [literally!] for the overthrow of
Stalin’s regime.” At this, many a philistine in
America and Europe may have thought that
something® was really happening or had hap-
pened. )

*All that was really happening was that the
American Committee, firmly believing every-
thing that the Russian émigrés told them about
the instability of the Stalinist regime, decided
to.invest some idle money in the business of
“fomenting a revolution in Russia.” Politicians
who had been unemployed for 30 years, members
of the “Constituent Assembly,” leaders of parties
- which ‘had been withering away like political
Mohicans, generals-without-an-army who had
been promoted in exile, and more of their ilk
among the Russian émigrés, in turn decided
(again, literally from Vozrozhdeniye) that it is
‘“the.only hope and the best chance to do some-
thing.” Thus the business was started.

Tempest in Emigration

~The American Committee subsidized the trav-
els of Kerensky and some others from New York
to Germany. Several conferences of political
groups were called in Fuessen, Wiesbaden and

Stuttgart (Germany). A permanent headquar-.

ters was established in Munich, and another in
Paris. Special representative of the American

" Committee Isaac Don Levine traveled between
Munich and Paris, directing and organizing the
Russians.

-Suddenly, several weeks ago, the opposition-
ist monarchist Russian press announced the news
about a quarrel between Kerensky and Don Le-
vine. The latter (the report said) had laid off all
the Russian employees, had thrown all the poli-
ticians out of the Munich headquarters, and had
locked the door, declaring the building property
of the U. S. army.

~ . «The news of this conflict was recently re-
ported abroad, and it has been confirmed by both
parties in Novoye Russkoye Slovo.

~ :The Russian press is now engaged in a sharp
diseussion of the matter. -

_1t is probably not worth while to spend much
time analyzing this pitiable event, except for one
consideration: it shows how effective these
émigrés are in political activity.

- +Some serious people among the Russian
émigrés—ifor «nstance, Mrs. E. Kusskova in
Switzerland—have raised their voices in eriti-
cism of the whole affair. First of all, the question
arises: Why the “best chance” to do something?
Has something happened in Stalinist Russia to
provide this “best chance,” recently or even some
years ago? Has anything significant happened to

inspire the hopes of these Russian émigrés and .
- their foreign friends? '

.In reality, nothing has happened. From the
very “beginning the activities of the American
Committee and the ‘Russian emigration were
started in a vacuum, without any foundation. The
business was foredoomed to failure for this con-
sideration alone. :

“Secondly: If something had really happened

in Stalinland, some occurrence which evidenced
the instability of the regime, who would be ready
to believe seriously (outside of the American
Committee) ~that the forces operating within
Russia -have anything in common-with these po-

- litical émigré groups? The peoples of Russia

have forever forgotten these historically doomed
remnants of , social classes ‘which disappeared
more than 30 years ago.but which still continue
their pitiable life in exile. Their political setting-
up exercises abroad can serve only as subjects
for humor magazines. ' :

U. S. Money Talks

Indeed, what has happened with the work of
the American Committee? The immediate pur-
pose of its activity was to unite all the political
“democratic” groups of all the nationalities of
the Russian emigration in a body which was to
wage a propaganda campaign against the Krem-

lin and which was supposed to be declared the,

“democratic parliament of Russia in exile.”
The American Committee first set out to or-

-ganize the groups among the émigrés of the

Great-Russian nationality. Five such groups—
including some Mensheviks, liberals, democrats
and fascists (NTS)—organized a federated body
called SONR, which was supposed to be the basis
of the “parliament.” The next step of the Amer-
ican Committee was to agitate the political

groups of the other nationalities, especially the

numerous Ukrainians, to join the SONR.
Here the first conflict arose. The non-Russian

-national groups of the emigration stand on the

position of national independence and the sepa-
ration of their peoples from Russia. The Russiun
groups of SONR agreed, after a long fight among
themselves, only on a provision that the future
Russia should be a federated multi-national state.
‘Any attempt to separate the non-Russian peoples

from Russia was viewed as a major sin. The NTS |

fascists’ opposed even a "federated" Russia but
were forced to yield to it only after the Ameri-
can Committee declared that it would not give
them any money unless they fell in line.

But the national groups stood uncompromis-
ingly on their position of separation and rejected
any sort of federation with Russia. A dilemma
faced them: on the one hand, there was the
temptation of American money and thus a sub-
sistence for unemployed politicians; on the other

 hand, there was their traditional nationalism

and hatred of the Russians.

National Groups' Challenge

This dilemma really caused a lot of trouble.
The Ukrainians showed themselves to be the
firmest; none of the existing political groups
went in for collaboration with SONR and the
American Committee. Their press waged a bitter
offensive against the Russians and even some-
times attacked the Americans as “new imperial-
ists.” But winning the Ukrainians for SONR
was the most important task of the American
Committee’s policies.

Hence, the Russians organized a group of
about 20 people, headed by a former tsarist offi-
cer, Colonel Gulay, a Ukrainian by origin, and
declared it to be the “Ukrainian Federalist Move-
ment.” Terrorists from the Ukrainian Bandera-
nationalists immediately tried to assassinate
Gulay and severely wounded him. An American
military court in Munich is now proceeding with
the trial of the three terrorists arrested.

At the same time, some groups of Georgians,
Armenians, Turkomans and Byelorussians came
to a conference with SONR and, with the assist-
ance of the American Committee, issued a joint
declaration of agreement with SONR. The na-
tionalist groups of the same nationalities imme-
diately declared that these deviators were “trait-
ors to the nation.”

- But they were not #raitors. It was in fact they
who disintegrated the SONR and caused the
quarrel between Kerensky and the American
Committee. This story is as follows. _

‘When these national groups came to the eon-
ference with SONR, the American Committee
was triumphant: at last some. of the “nationals”

~were ready to ‘talk with the Great-Russians

around a table in democratic fashion. But just
at this point new problems intervened.
The “nationals” came with the following de-

‘mands ¢

(1) The SONR—which is-the Russian abbre-
viation for Alliance for the Liberation of the
‘Peoples of Russia—should be renamed “Alliance
for the Liberation of the Peoples of the USSR”;
the non-Russian groups do not consider their
peoples to be Russians or the “peoples of Russia.”

(2) The “parliament” in emigration should
be composed of at least 50 per cent of non-Rus-
sians—that is, the Great-Russians should not
dominate it.

(3) The national organizations joining this
“parliament” do not refuse to stand on the posi-
tion of separation of their nations from Russia
after Stalinism is destroyed; that is, the proviso
for a “federated Russia” should not be necessar-
ily acceptable to all of the members of the “par-
liament.”

Upset in American Committee

There are some indications that the American
Committee agreed to these demands. But the five
Great-Russian parties of the SONR rejected
them unhesitatingly. As a result came the con-
flict between the SONR .and the Amserican Com-
mittee, and the whole business broke down.

A chain-reaction of disintegration followed.
The parties of the SONR began to accuse each
other of losing the Americans’ money. SONR ap-
parently ceased to exist. Inside the American
Committee, some quarrels arose too. In conse-
quence Eugene Lyons resigned from the chair-
manship and Don Levine resigned from his post
as European representative.

Admiral Kirk, former U. S. ambassador to
Moseow, now became the chairman of the com-
mittee; and the news got around in the emigra-
tion that work on the organization of non-Rus-
sians will be more favored by the committee.

Obviously the whole action of the American
Committee has been wunsuccessful. “Fomenting
revolution” in their way, not in Russia but even
among the Russian émigrés, is clearly not a land-
slide business.

Austrian Business

By B. Sa.

MARSEILLES, Feb. 2—The liguor manufacturers and
sellers of Austria have lately been begging the Vienna
government to abolish the special tax levied on their
products. They are, in fact, threatened with ruin: in the
Russian zone of Austria and the Russian sector of

- Vienna, the 200 Russian stores which exist there are

selling .aleoholic products and liqueurs at 50 per cent less
than elsewhere. Moreover, liquor is not the only article
sold by these stores: textiles are on sale at 30 per cent
below, and food at about 20 per cent below elsewhere.

It is not at all surprising that this is possible. The
stores belong to the Russian industrial-commercial #rust in
Austria (Upravlenie Sovietskich Industrii i. Austria), the
USIA. They pay no taxes and virtually ne rent: they are
aimost always .ensconced in buildings which had formerly
been German property and which had been confiscated by
the Russian command. The products which they sell, besides,
ccme in great part from the enferprises of the ‘USIA
(about 250 factories); these foa pay me taxes.

Another source of supply for the Russian stores of
Austria are the neighboring “Popular Democracies.” The
Russian command controls several commercial import-
export companies, like ABEL, AMADICI and ROL.
These buy goods in Hungary, in the Russian zone of
Germany, sometimes in Czechoslovakia. Preferably these
companies deal with Russo-Hungarian mixed companies
and Russian joint-stock companies of Eastern Germany.
The goods imported pay no customs taxes: it suffices if
they are declared to be military goods. And for the same
reason the Austrian railroads are obliged to transport
them free.

With the Austrian schillings which are thus acquired,
the Russian authorities buy on the Austrian market
goods which are rare in the Eastern area. As is known,
Austria enjoys the benefits of the Marshall Plan.

During the last fiscal year, the USIA caused a loss
of 300 million sehillings for the Austrian treasury. It is
feared that this year the losses—in taxes not returned—
will mount to a billion schillings: nearly 20 per cert of
the whole budget of the country.

It is noted in Vienna economic circles that Russian gold
dealings in Austria are certainly not the least reason why

. the international cémmission on the Austrian freaty has

held 258 sessiony-and gotten nowhere. -
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* THE PAN-AMERICAN S

. US. -Brazil Right Wing Fails in Attempt to Dominate Rio Assembly;

Third-Camp Forces Strong, Led by Uruguayan - Argentine Delegates

By V. F. MADEIRA

RIO DE JANEIRO, Feb. 11—The first Inter-American
Student Congress-was held here, in'the capital of Brazil,
from January 25 to February 4. The congress was called
by the UNE (National Union of Students), central organi-
zation of the Brazilian students, and attended by represen-
tatives from nearly all the American countries, including
the U. S. and Canada. Only Mexico, Chile, Venezuela, Haiti:
~and Bolivia did not send an official delegation. (though there
was-a representative, in the capacity of observer, from an
exiled group of MNR Bolivian students.)
As officially established, the congress agenda consisted

of the following points:

(1) Foundation of a Pan-
American Union of Students.

(2) The fight against il-
literacy.

(3) Student participation
in the controlling bodies of
universities: :

. (4) Dictatorship in the Amer-
wcas. 2

(5) Communist infiliration in
the Amevwicas:

BRAZILIAN RIGHT WING

The decision to call this con-
gress had been made at the last
national congress of the Brazilian
UNE. The Brazilian student or-
ganization is now dominated by
the right wing, which, after hav-
ing defeated the Stalinists, in-
tended to turn the congress into
a celebration for a reactionary
kind of Pan-Americanism on the

N

’ On Eisenhower

“What does Eisenhower stand
for? Whatever it is, it's appar-
ently something the people will
not be allowed to know. For he
has said that he will not cam-
paign. He is willing to be drafted.
If that should happen, he would
probably give out with a plat-
form. But not before! . . .

“But = Eisenhower must have
given assurances to someone, be-
cause campaign = support from
hard-boiled politicians and their
millionaire backers can’t be pried
logse .without commitments on
policy. And this seeret is to be

% kept, from the people they hope

will vote for him!

“However, suppose for a minute
(unlikely as it may be) that
Eisenhower hasn’t even told his
hackers what he stands for. How

would you account for his sup-

port? .

“The answer is easy. THese
people are assuming he is a war
candidate, because he is a gen-
eral.

“Thére are some who want war
because it means big profits.
There are others who fear Com-
munism, but refuse to advocate
the policies at home and abroad
that will block Communism with-
out war. They prefer a military
man-on the job because militar-
ists are symbolic of force and un-
derstand’ nothing but force.

“If that kind of thinking should
boom Eisenhower into the GOP
candidacy and possibly the White
House, it will' be a disastrous
‘development. . . .

“We are not saying that Eisen-
hower would take us-into war; or
would refuse to consider the
world-wide changes needed to
weaken Communist agitation. We
don’t know, for he isn’t saying.

“But we do know that part of
this sentiment for Eisenhower is
because he is .a war symbol, and
that kind of sentiment is danger-
ous. Even if he were the best man
available, the kind of backers he’s
picking up are a threat to democ-
racy. People who want what they
call a “strong man” to solve their
problems are always dangerous.
Remember: Germany!”

—Midwest Labor World
. (St. Louis, Feb. 13.)

ra

basis of a vague and suspicious
“anti-Communism.” i

From 1945 to 1948 it had been
the Stalinists and Stalinist-con-
trolled elements who held the lead-
ing positions in the organization.
Owing to the genmeral conditions
in the country, there was no pro-
gressive rallying center indepen-
dent both of the Stalinists and the
reactionary Right; and the reaction
against the Stalinists redounded.to
the credit of an incredibly . con-
fused mélange of Catholics, liber-
«ls, and reactionaries of various
types. They ranged from sincere
liberals who wanfed to get the
Stalinists out of the leadership, to
various adwenturers ond semi-fas-
cists who resort to physical vie-
lence and denunciations fo the po-
IiTicul police.

All of these people have some
common features, as well as a
common background: (1) the be-
lief that the basie struggle be-
tween the U. S. and Russia is one
between “democracy” and “totali-
tarianism” and that Brazilian
students must: suppert: the for-
mer; (2) the confused ideas, lack
of political culture and experi-
ence of the Brazilian petty bour-
geoisie; (3) the absence in Brazil
of a real university life, sueh as
is known in the Spanish-Ameri-
can countries and even in the
U. 8.; (4) an organic incapacity
to distinguish. between the Stalin-
izts .on the one hand, and on the
cther, independent socialists and
all other variety of “reds.”

FIRST VICTORY

_The congressreflected most of
the political trends in, and prob-
lems of, the Americas today. Be-
cause Latin American regimes
have always laid' their hands on
the universities, -they have al-
ways forced Latin American stu-
dents very early to:try to cope
with political problems and to
give some political character to
their movements and organiza-
tions, although in. most cases
these are kept independent of po-
litical parties.

On the very day that -the con-
gress opened, it was clearly shown
that it would not be the Pan-
American ‘“fiesta” which its Bra-
zilian organizers were aiming at.
They had intended to open the
congress with a public meeting
te which would be invited all the
ambassadors in Rio from Ameri-
can countries as well as ministers
and officials of the Brazilian gov-
ernment, including Vargas him-
self. :

The courageous Argentinian and
Uruguayan delegations, with the
support of some others, refused to
participate in it. So. consistently
did they defend their standpoints
that the Brazilians found it better
te-cancel the ceremenious opening
session.

No Stalinists came to the con-
gress to proclaim allegiance to
the Russian camp, the Interna-
tional Union of Students,
“popular democracies” or the
“peace campaigns” sponsored by
them. The left wing of the con-
gress was represented by the
Uuruguayan and Argentinian del-
egations, consisting of indepen-
dent- socialists, anarchists and
very .progressive. left-democrats.

The student movement in these
two.countries has a long and bril-

the.

liant tradition - in the fight for re-
form of the universities. The
Argentinians'. had - just lived
through interesting experiences in
safeguarding their organizations
from Peron’s totalitarian drive.
Both Uruguayans and Argentini-
ans were chiefly concerned with
the: Pan?American Union issue:
they were for founding such a
union of stydents only' when a
clear and sound agreement on
fundamental questions would ex-
ist among fhe national organiza-
tions.

U. S. STAND

The right wing of the congress
was headed by the U. S. delega-
tion (of the National Student
Association) and the Brazilian
UNE. The rest of the right wing
was chiefly composed of Catholies
of the Pax Romana international
movement.

Their chief concern was the
immediate establishment of a
Pan-American Union of Students
cn the basis of the usual Pan-
American phrases. Their oppon-
ents on the left were for forming
only a bureau for information
and contact. The U. 8. and Bra-
zilian organizations, being the
strongest and wealthiest, would
easily control the permanent staff
and activities of a Pan-American
Union, all the more  easily since
the rightists intended to make
Rio the headquarters of the or-
ganization. '

In the committee set.up to:con-
sider this question, the U..S. dele-
gates voted for the immediate for-
mation of the union, but in the
plenary session they voted with
the rest of the- delegates (Braozil
excepted) for the bureau, but they
insisted that it should be seated in
Rio. Against the votes of the-U. S.,
Brozil, Canada and two- Central
American delegations, the majority
chose Cuba as the headquarters
seat.

URUGUAY ON LEFT -

In a long report dealing with
the . international situation, the
Uruguayan. delegation raised the
banner of independencé from both
U. S. and Russian imperialism.
Its discussion started with an an-
alysis of the Russian Revolution
and the rise of Stalinism along
lines closely related to the Marx-
ist views qn these guestions.

It defined the Russian. bureau-
cracy as an exploitive and impe-

rialist .class whose instrument is-

the CP. It also pointed out the
trends foward statificotion of
economy and totalitarianization of
political life in the West, as well
as the common features of U. S.
ond Russian imperialism. - Finally,

it put forward for the students of -
the world @ program. based on: -

what it called the "third position™
—the struggle to keep their or-
ganizations free: from the policies
and approaches .of both imperialist
camps, from involvement with na-
tional .states or diplomatic organs
of _any. kind. .(In the first place,
that means the: UN; which, says
the Uruguayan report, "is nothing
but the Cominform of the U. 5.}
It proposed to fight Stalinist and
American imperialism for a "hu-
manistic classless society based on
economic ‘equality, social justice
«nd: political liberty."” These were
the "fundamental problems” for
the Uruguayan delegates.

Although not so consistent as
the. Uruguayans, most of the
cther delegates belonging to the
University  Reform movements
stated their aim of keeping their
organizations clear- from: both
camps. Even delegates from back-

ward countries under dictator- .

ships, like the Paraguayan Feb-

rerista delegate, stated that the-

illegal University Reform move-
ment of his country would never
join either the UIS [Stalinist stu-
dent international] mnor  the or-
ganization of the Edinburgh eon-

gress, because they were both in-
volved in the inter-imperialist
rivalry.

STOCK ARGUMENTS

The U. S. delegates from the
Aimerican National Student Asso-
ciation, were very skillful in their
advocacy of the democratic sup-
porters of the State Department.
Théy condemned the activities of
U. 8. companies operating in
Latin America, but backed the
propositions that the purpose of
rearmament is to “prevent war,”
that the UN is the instrument for
solving international problems,
that the U. 8. military action in
Korea is a UN struggle against
aggression, ete, They condemned
totalitarianism everywhere but

only the “oddest features” of cap-.

italism and imperialism.

A very interesting debate de-
veloped between the U. 8. and
Uruguayan delegations, in which
the former used the stock argu-
nments in favor of the “Western
democratic bloc”: the example of
Switzerland as proof that capital-
ism and demoecracy can .always
coexist without difficulty; the
question, “You say we must fight
both . U. 8. and USSR imperial-
ism . . . but they are not identical.
. . . We can meet in Rio while any
meeting like ours would be quite
impossible in an Eastern Euro-
pean town,” ete.

The Brazilian delegation tried
to prevent the discussion of gen-
eral political problems by asking
the delegates not to raise ques-
tions “which might harm the na-
tional feelings of some delega-
tions;” as was the case when many
delegates put pressure on the Co-
lombian- delegate in order to find
out. his position on: the ultra-re-
actionary regime of Laureano
Gomez. '

An incident took: place which
postponed the end of the congress
for. a couple of days. One of the
Peruvian delegates, Abarca, show-
ed the congress the draft of a
telegram, which had been given to
him by a student, in which Olave
Jordim Campos, the president  of
the Brazilian UNE, asked the. Pe-
ruvian organization not to send as
delegates communists or leftists of
whatever nature. 2

CONDEMN FRANCO -

A committee of inquiry was set
up which investigated whether
the telegram had really been sent.
The Brazilian delegation stated
that the draft was a forgery. Af-
ter three days of the inquiry, the
UNE president wrote a letter to
the Brazilian delegates in which
he confessed that the draft was
authentic but that the telegram
had not been sent because he gave
up the idea to.do so. Olave had

Vd = T
In Brazil
In o note acompanying his
article on the Pan-Anierican Stu-
dent Congress (in this issue),
Comrade Madeira comments us
Follows on the situation in Brazil,
—Ed. :
&

.« . As for the Brazilian situ-
ation, there are ever-growing
signs of unrest among the work-
ing class, most of which voted -for
Vargas. Last year ended with the
first wave of strikes that came up
since Vargas was elected. The
gap between prices and wages.is
greater than ever. Vargas’ popu-
larity among the. people is begin-
ning to vanish. What is not yet
clear is the path that these masses
will follow as their disillusion-
ment with Vargas increases. Sirice
1937 there has been no organized
labor movement in Brazil, The
CP is in great decline, and too
much interested in the *peace
campaign” to fight for workers”
demands. In the last two weeks
the bourgeois press has reported,
insistently but too vaguely, that
a split is supposed to have taken
place in the Stalinist party, led
by former deputy José Maria
Crispini. Up to now there has
been no mention of this in the
Stalinist press, and no public ac-

tivity or document from Crispini *

is known. The bourgeois. press

says he broke with Prestes [Stal- .

inist leader] ‘“for resisting the
Cominform’s instructions” and
that he is organizing a dissident
wing. ... = - v

~\ 4

left the draft behind somewhere
in. the UNE offices; a Stalinist
had found it and given it to
Abarca.

Typical of the miserable situa-
tion in the Brazilian student
movement is the fact that up' to
now no measure of reprisal has

been taken against such scanda- .

lous behavior by the president of
the UNE. 2
The congress also condemned
the. Franco regime in Spain; de-
manded fhat Haya de la Torre be
allowed to leave Peru; and asked
the U. S. government not #o exe-
cute the Puerto Rican Collazo,
Bad organization, as well as
the differences and heterogeneity
of the delegations, prevented the
congress from getting more:- re-
sults. Yet it was clearly revealed
that large sections of the Latin
American students intend to be
thoroughly " independent from
Stalinism, from U. 8. demoeratic
demagogy, and native reactionary
forces -of every kind. y

Malice in
Hockey in the Cage

The “Prague radio has said
(Jan. 14 broadcast) that special
attention must be paid to the
“ideological education” of the
Czechoslovak ice hockey team,
which is now in. training for the
Olympic winter games.

The Czech Stalinists remember
that in 1950 leading members of

e Czechoslovak team refused to
return from abroad, and five of
those who did return were ar-
rested.

Rolling-Pin

On Jan. 19 the Bulgarian State
Control Commission published a
statement on conditions in baker-
ies. After an investigation it was
found that over 90 per cent of the
samples- inspected were below
standard. “Of 124 samples of
bread; only. six'in Sofia: and three
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Stalinland

ir. Plovdiv were up to standard,
the remainder was of bad quality,
containing much water; was bad-
ly baked and short in weight; . .,
Even the most elementary. steps
to improve its quality had not
been taken.” 3

A series of officials were then
given the rolling-pin treatment,
and it was hoped that the people
would be happier “with their er-
satz-bread until it was necessary
to throw some more bureaucrats
to the wolves.

"Paradise*

On January 19, Sofia radio

stated that a worker’s contraet..
could be ended (that is, he would ™

be fired, in plain English) “if he
is absent from work for half a
working day without justification,
or if twice during one month he'is

late by over half an hour without - -

Jjustification.” -
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" York Post

. student " fascist

(Continued from page 1)

tion which he fears.
The situation and the need are
outlitied in an "appeal issued by

" the Spanish POUM on February

13 and just received by us:
“A TFalangist military tribunal

in Barcelona has just condemned

to death nine militants of the
CNT. Some weeks back, in Seville,
another tribunal of the same kind
imposed the death penalty on An-

. tonio Nunez and Dienisic Ruda,

anarchist fighters of the Anda-

'~ lusian resistance.

“The repressive apparatus of

" Féanco's totalitarianism is continu-

ing its terrorist work. The scanda-
fous trials of Barcelona and Seville
signal the beginning of a new pe-

" riod of crimes against the people.

Other trials are in- sight. Included

" are the trials of the 27 in Barcelona

and of our Comrade Gerardo Bald-
ris, POUM militant, "head of a di-
vision during our civil -war, for

"+ whom the death penalty is likewise
' being asked.

“Franco and the Falange feel

' stronz because the big powers,
* which .yesterday condemned him,
" today support and tolerate him.
- “And also: ‘because the interna-

tional labor movement and liberal
forces in the world have appreci-
ably lessened their activity
against the Franco tyranny.

. “The Barcelona and Seville

~ trials, like those which are to take
. place shortly, are an insulting
. challenge to the labor and demo-

cratic forces which throughout

~ the world keep alive opposition to

the regime of hunger, oppression

and terror which rules in Spain.
This challenge imposes an urgent
duty, which cannot be avoided, on
the international working class
and on its trade-union and po-
litical organizations.

"We must save the worker-mili-
tants condemend to death in Bar-
celona and Seville. We must stop
the new trials which are being-
prepared. The Falangists must be
stopped dead. By every means we
must come fo the aid of the Span-
isk people and of their courageous
underground resistance.

“There is no time to lose. What
is needed is a great international
mobilization against the Falang-
ist tyranny and in defense of its
victims. Against the Franco ter-
ror! Save the men condemned to
death in Barcelona and Seville!

“EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

of the POUM.”

BALDRIS CASE

More details are available on
the case of Gerardo Baldris.
Writes Batalla:

“The Francoists are preparing
other trials [in addition to those
of Barcelona and Seville]. Among
these, it has been announced,
there will soon be the case of
our Comrade Gerardo Baldris.

“Gerardo Baldris, a worker on
the Madrid subway and a POUM
militant of that city, during the
civil war showed himself to be a
revolutionary military leader of
rare quality. -~ 7~

“Qur party is not one of those
which manufacturers or invents
leaders and heroes. Thus, during
the hard ‘days of-the civil war, it

did not devote itself to the task
of exalting the merits of the men
who, under its banner, gave ex-
ceptional service in the cause of
the revolutionary struggle against
Franco. Among these men—many
of them known only to those at
whose side they fought—Gerardo
Baldris is outstanding.

APPEAL FOR HELP

“As soon as the military-fascist
insurrection broke out, Baldris
jumped into the fight without hesi-
tation. He was the top commander
of the POUM militia in Madrid.
Later, once the army was organ-
ized, he fought on the Aragon and
Levante fronts. In command of a
brigade, he intervened brilliantly
in the bottle of Teruel. When Le-
vante fell, Baldris was head of
a division.

“The Valencia trial is there-
fore a shame and a disgrace, af-
ter a lapse of 13 years, against a
revolutionary military leader.

“They are going to ask the
death penalty for Gerardo Bald-
ris, who has already been savage-
ly tortured.

“International action to save
the men condemned to -death in
Barcelona and Seville must be ef-
fective enough also to stop the
crime they are going to commit
against Gerardo Baldris!”

The appeal to the conscience of
the world which the fighters
against fascism send should touch
no one more than American work-
ers. For it is this country which
is engaged in herding the Western

powers into line to save Franco's
skin, and, as we have mentioned,
it is Stanton Griffis’ lying picture
of the Franco regime which has
gotten into the newspapers.

Men who are sacrificing for a
democratic and socialist Spain sit
in prison, without even being told
exactly what charges are laid
against them; they are not al-
Iowed to have the assistance of
civilian counsels; instead they are
provided with a-list of unknown
officially approved military law-

- vers who owe their allegiance to

Franco; they are to be-tried un-
der the infamous “Law Against
Banditry,” under which anyone
opposed to the regime can be con-
demned as a “bandit” and terror-
ist.

"PROGRESS"

And at this time, within the last
month, Griffis has been telling the
world. that Franco Spain has made
"a great deal of progress in free-
dom."” The "progress'" he is re-
ferring to, it turas out, is confined
to the right of Spanish Protestants
to hold their own services, and
even this Franco-lover admits in
passing that "there is still very
little freedom for labor or for as-

. sembly.” But progress is progress

when a dictator has to be white-
washed to fit into the "democratic
camp,” at a time when the U. S.
has already -established a perma-
nent mission of its Mutual Security
Agency in Spain.

In faet, Griffis - proposes the
Falangist. generalissTmo as “the
rormal and natural mediator” for
the disputes between the West

Irvin Trial: Legal Lynchin

(Continued from page 1)

mation by the prosecution as “‘an
honest, old cracker girl, raised in

- Lake County, Florida, who has

rever been in any trouble in her

. life.,” Her story, baseless or mot,
"'was entirely unsubstantiated

throughout the trial. The New
said she was ‘as
pleased as a bride’ at the verdict

" of guilty, “with her baby playing
" in her lap.”

In the first hearing two years
ago, it had been testified that she

. had gone to the hospiatl after the
_alleged attack. This time, there

were no medical witnesses at all.

' The defense produced two “sur-

prise witnesses” who gave start-

" ling testimony which was effec-

tively unchallenged, except for
courtroom histrionies, by the pros-

ecution.

. EAKED PRINTS

One of these was a white sol-

" dier, Lawrence Burtoft, the first

Young Nazi

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 19—A
“Hitler Youth”
movement has been uncovered at

. the Olney High School in the
. north central area of the city. The
- extent,
. ties of the school group remain

‘the subject of investigation, spec-
. ulation,

origins, and ideological

and controversy. How-
ever, it is well-established that a
ramber of acts of bigotry and ter-

. rorism against Jewish students
. and~ the community have been
. gbmmitted by youthful ringlead-
- ers under the swastika emblem.

About a month age a meeting
in a synagogue in the Olney area
was disrupted by a “"Molotov Cock-
4eil" thrown through a window.

, Later another bottle of burning
. - gasoline was placed in the school -
"-: building during or immediately af-

ter a meeting of a parents’ club.

_There have been unverified rumors
of fascist leaflet distributions at

the school, goosestep parades in

#he corridors, and the wearing of
armbands in the classrooms. There

person Mrs. Padgett had seen af-
ter her presumed ravishment. He
told the court that she had not
mentioned rape at all, and Mrs.
Padgett confirmed this fact. She
had waited outside his store in
nearby Okahumpka until it open-
ed in the morning.

A Miami criminologist testified
for the defense that the plaster
casts of Irvin's footprints were
faked by the sheriff, the impres-
sion being concave and hinting of
a shoetree insertion, rather than
convex as in the case of a normal
print. )

The defense was sponsored by
the NAACP. The prosecution had
sought unsuccessfully to bar the
Northern “invaders.” It charged
that a “campaign of vilification”
had been conducted against Flor-
ida. Its attempts at proof dealt

with such NAACP phrases as’

“legal lynching” to describe the
earlier trial. .
When the NAACP won on this

issue, Thurgood Marshall became
the chief attorney for the de-
fense, assisted by Jack Greenberg,
The use of a Negro lawyer in this
area was unprecedented in the
memory of the participants in the
case,

HIS TONGUE SLIPS

Marshall urged the jury that
“Justice and the U. S. Constitu-
tion are color blind.” Prosecutor
Buie countered, “You have® the
right, -you men who sit on this
jury, to rise to the protection of
your women.” And: “Just use
your good horse sense.”

On the closing day, another
prosecutor, Hunter, fried to ex-
plain why Irvin had returned home
on the night of the supposed rape
instead of fleeing. "Don't you know
that they decided that if they ran
away they would be chased? That's
why they went home and went to
bed. Don't you know that's the
colored way of doing things?™

Hoodlums in Philly

has been a similar but apparently
unrelated incident in West Phila-
delphia in an attempted firing and
bombing of a synagogue after a
Girl Scout meeting.

The principal of Olney High
and the school hoards are on the
pan. They deny the incidents re-
ported within the school. Un-
doubtedly there has been rumor-
mongering and horseplay by the
students, which has tended to
magnify and confuse the picture.
It has been admitted that the
school library: copy of Mein
Kampf has had unusually popular
circulation in recent months.
Moreover, obout half a dozen
vouth are being held by authori-
ties as ringleaders. One of these
is a son of a known German-
American Bundist who committed
suicide after the defeat of the
Nazis.

FASCIST LINKS?

Among the city agencies in-
volved are: the Juvenile Bureau,
Police Department, C8mmission
on Human Rights, and the district

attorney. The newly elected Demo-
cratic DA, Richardson Dilsworth,
after vowing to uncover the adult
organizations in back of the stu-
dent terrorists, . has concluded
that no such groups are involved.
Some members of the, Human
Rights Commission have credited
the incidents to “sick, twisted and
distorted minds”; others are con-
vineced that there is a tie-up with
remnants or revivals' of fascist
groupings which existed in the
neighborhood in the thirties and
forties.

It is likely that this latter view-
point ‘is the most correct. The de-
tailed planning and execution of
the incidents indicate mature ad-
vice. Sociological factors such as
the overcrowding of the schools,
the aftermath of “two-income"
families, and the uncertainties
faced by the youngsters in this
permanent-war period are un-
doubtedly operative and increase
racial and ethnic tensions in

_schools. They do not, however, ex-

plain the unique developments at
Olney High.

- beginning

Revealing a sensitivity to the-
outside world, Hunter told the
press he had meant “the criminal
way.”

‘There are other indications that
Florida was responding, if abor-
tively, to the tremendous protest

aroused over this case. Irvin re- .

vealed, after the trial, what had
been - suspected earlier: an .agent
of Governor Warren had tried to
make a deal whereby Irvin would
plead guilty, thereby drawing a
life sentence rather than a death
penalty, with the chance of get-
ting off in seven years or so for
pgood behavior. To Irvin's credit,
and without the insistence of his
sttorneys, he:chose to plead not
guilty. “I-would have. been telling
a lie on me;” -he said.
PUSHED AROUND

Now banck in the Florida state
death house in gray coveralls,
with mustache shaved again as
the prison guards had told him it
would be, Irvin can at best look
forward to a third trial if the
Supreme Court again orders a
1e-trial—and again in Florida on
some other Magnolia Street.

He will repeat the monotonous
days in jail. Of his previous 30
months, he had said, “I have
nothing to do but look at the
ceiling. I thinks about my family,
about how I've been pushed
around, about my innocence. I
asked the head of the library to
gsend me books to read. 1 wrote
him six letters, asking for books,
in 1949 and going
ihrough 1950, but he never an-
swered. I don’t write no. more.”

Mrs. Threat, Irvin’s sister,
said: “Walter liked to sing. He

'New Wave of Terror in Spain——

ern countries! What counts for
Griffis, as for his like-minded su- *

periors in Washington who ap-
pointed him, is Franco’s laurels
as an “anti-Communist” erusader.
It matters. little to them that
among Franco’s active and perse-
cuted opponents, only a tiny hand-
ful are Stalinists. In the over-
crowded “Model Prison” of Bar-
celona, for example, only 15 of
the inmates are Stalinists; all the
cthers are socialists, republicans
and syndicalists.

SHADES OF HITLER

But obviously Griffis is not
thinking of Franco’s services
against any mythical Communist
Party danger in Spain today. He
is thinking precisely of Franco’s
“anti-Communism” in overthrow-
ing the republican government of
Spain at the head of a fascist up-
rising, with the aid of Hitler and
Mussolini! He said, on returning
to New York about a month ago:

"“There is a rising tide of friend-
ly feeling toward Spain in the
United States based on the realiza-

tion that Spain began to fight ¥

Communism twenty years ago. In
its understanding of the dangers of
Communism, Spain is fifleen years
ahead of the United Stqtes."

As the London Tribune com-
mented: “What a pity Hitler and
Mussolini can’t be resurrected.
Their gallant record is even more
ancient than Franco'’s.” .

- Griffis is not speaking for the
American people. The Spanish
resistance is-asking American la-
bor to demonstrate that.

used to sing with a church guar-
tet. He liked to do work—plow-
in’, any of it, He always wanted
to be deing something. We were
together a lot.”

WORLD LOOKS ON

The story of the "Little Scot#s-
boro™ case has made the headlines
in French, German and ltalian and,
of course, all the Iron Curtain
tongues. But more imporidnt, the
"Little Scottsboro Case" is related
in the tong of people who are
colored. They are the majority of
the world's population. Their alle-
giance is sought after by the U. S.
which purports to lead the concert
oy democracy against totalitarian-
ism., ¢

What are the supposed reasons
for the frenzied militarization of
the West, NATO, the European
army, and atomic-weapons devel-
opment? A ecrusade of democracy
and freedom against dictatorship
and tyranny. The West is, it
claims, arming and seeking allies
in a struggle against a system
which denies rights, justice and
equality to the individual, which
imprisons without trial or on
frame-up evidence.

The Stalinists are trained to
react with Pavlovian reflexes
when their concentration camps
in Russia are mentioned: “Yes,
but what about the Negro in the
U. S.?” Nearly everyone knows
now that their pretended indigna-
tion is sheer demagogy. But it is
not demagogy when the same
question 13 asked by millions of
Astans and Africans, and for that
matter millions of white people
of other continents: “What about

the Negro in the United States?”

v
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They Need Your Help!

Local New York of the Independent Socialist League
has been regularly mailing packages of food and clothing
to needy workers in Europe. The relief committee has espe-
cially urgent need for clean, wearable clothing for children
of school age, particularly in the 12-14 age group. Please
bring or send your contributions to the city center of the
ISL. at 114 West 14 Street, 3rd flcor, New York City.
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