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By GORDON HASKELL

A yawning gap has just been
discovered in the government's
“loyalty” program for federal em-
ployees, '

“The discovery comes just at a
time when it had been thought
that the dyke constructed against
the disloyalty danger was com-
plete and sound. A vast amount of
energy and millions of dollars have
been spent in constructing it. Ex-
ecutive orders, a half dozen con-
gressional committees, hundreds of
loyalty boards and loyalty review
boards and thousands of FBI
agents have been laboring for
years to build it. The taxpayer’s
money has been poured out with-
out stint. But unless this gap can
be shored up by legislative action,
_and quickly, the dreaded cry may

“well rise from theé nation’s capital:

Take to the hills, boys, the dam has
broken!

This disturbing state of affairs
was revealed in a special Washing-
ton dispatch to the New -York
Times dated December 20. The dis-
patch states that the Civil Service
Commission is asking Congress for
remedial legislation in existing
law which makes it, according to
the commission, “almost impos-
s¥ple” to dismiss any of the federal
government’s 260 hearing examin-
ers for disloyalty.

PROOF? IMAGINE!

These hearing examiners are
men whose duty it is to conduct
hearings for various commissions
and agencies on violations of fed-
eral legislation, petitions for
changes and similar matters. And
the Loyalty Review Board has al-
ready .received reports questioning
the loyalty of about ten of them.
But due .to an oversight in the
law, these men cannot be fired just
because their loyalty' has been
questioned. )

In their case disloyalty has to be
PROVED!

This dangerous situation has
come about in the following man-
ner. The hearing examiners come
under the Administrative Proce-
dures Act of 1946 which requires
that they can be removed from
office only for “good cause” and
after a hearing conducted by the
Civil Service Commission under
practically the same rules of evi-
dence as in a--court trial. This
means that specific evidence must

be brought against them, that they.

have a right to cross-examine wit-
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nesses or informers who charge
them with disloyalty, ete.

But everyone knows that the
FBI's “evidence” in most disloyalty
cases cannot stand up to that kind
of prdcedure. At any rate, the Civil
Service Commission knows this,
for in the letter requesting legisla-
tion to remedy the situation they
state:

“H the Administrative Procedure
Act is net followed, any adjudica-
tion of disloyalty is sure to be
reversed in a subsequent proceed-
ing in court.

“If the Administrative Procedure
Act is followed, the evidence that
can be presented in the hearing is
certain to be insufficient to justify
adjudication of disloyalty.”

"That would seem to be clear
enough! If these men are not given

a fair-trial before-they -are fired, -

the courts will reinstate them. But
if they are given a fair trial, there
is not good enough evidence
against them to fire them,

The situation is dangerous but
not desperate. Happily the Com-
mission’s remedy for it is clear:
Take away the right of these hear-
ing examiners to a fair trial, and
put them on an equal basis with
all other federal employees, who
have no such right!

Then they can be fired on the
basis of the FBI's reports without
any uncomfortable and ridiculous-
ly demeocratic business of being
given a ‘chance to disprove the
validity of the reports and the re-
liability of the witnesses and in-
formants who have given the FBI
its information.
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Unemployed Auto Workers
Scramble for Snow Jobs:

UAW Heads Alibi Inaction

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, Dec. 22—During the past week the top brass
of the United Auto Workers (CIQ) got a good look at the
kind of union leadership they have been developing since
taking power five years ago, and what they saw was not

very pleasant to look at.

As a preliminary to the Washington conference on un-
employment, the UAW top leaders called an emergency
Detroit area conference to which they invited 180 local
union presidents for last Wednesday night.

Only seven showed-up. ==

This, in a ecity with over
125,000 unemployed, mainly
auto workers.

Oof cdurse, the attendance
at the Washington confer-

ence itself will be full
enough, with only seven absent.
Who's going to miss a trip to
Washington—with expenses, sal-
ary, etc, paid for—unless one is
sick in bed, or something else like
that!

But to devote their own time,
one evening, to discuss the acute
crisis in Detroit—surely that is
asking too much of these local
union presidents, the overwhelm-
ing bulk of whom are part of the
Reuther machine! -

Can anyone in the UAW imagine
such a disgraceful lack of attend-
ance five years ago?

FOR A CHANCE TO WORK

The tragic part of this situation
is that the top leadership com-

pletely misses the point on _the-

reasons for the lack of atendance.
To them, it only shows that the
crisis isn't bad yet—not enough
heat on the local union presidents
to make them act. Furthermore,
they can rationalize their own de-
ficiencies: What can we do, when

-the local union. presidents aren’t

interested? So the alibi runs.
How terrible the situation in De-
troit actually is, was shown beyond
doubt by what happened here last
Thursday, in a story that made

TIE-UP WITH FAIR DEAL MACHINE EXPLAINS WHY —

Murray May Backwater on Strike

By BEN HALL

Phil Murray was called to the
phone. President Truman was on
the line and wished to speak to
him about the threatening steel
strike. Neither of the two presi-
dents would divulge the contents
of their conversation; but on the
next day it was reported that the
steel stoppage, which had seemed
certain to begin on January Ist,
might be postponed.

The 170-man wage-policy com-
inittee of the United Steel Work-
ers had set that date as the dead-
line beyond which their members
would not work without a con-
tract; it decided that no proposal
for a truce or postponement of the
strike could be accepted by the
top leadership of the union; and it
called a special emergency union
convention to begin on January 3,
a convention which alone would
have the power to pass upon any

compromise offerings. It seemed as
though the leadership of the steel
union had decided definitely for a
strike, even if only a brief, dem-
onstrative action to put pressure
on the stesl monopolies and the
naiional administration.

WHY MURRAY RENEGES

But after the Murray-Truman
talk, the union announced that it
vrould reconvene its wage-policy
committee on December 27, four
days before the strike deadline,
presumably to withdraw its previ-
out decision and to accept Tru-
man’'s request that the strike be
postponed indefinitely while the
issues are taken before the Wage
Stabilization Board.

If the union leadership does in
fact call off its strike after all its
threats and after repudiating, in
advance, any administration-in-
spired “truce,” its calculations, for

good or bad, will be based more or
less on the following considera-
tions:

(1) Truman announced publicly
that he would use every law on
the statute book to prevent a steel
strike, even one of short duration.
He was ready to stop the strike by

page one of every Detroit news-
paper, and for good reason.

In near-zero weather, 5,000 un-
employed, mainly auto workers,
jammed and stormed the tempo-
rary hiring offices of the city
clean-up department to get jobs
shoveling snow.

What a scene! From 4:30 p.m.
until 11:30 p.m. men struggled and
fought to get and keep a place in
the hiring line. Fist fights, pushing,
shoving, - grumbling, and bitter

- comments “were .on the order of

the day. Detroit’s riot squad was
there, almost full force, to keep a
free-for-all from breaking out.

What were the men fighting for?
A chance to ‘work. all night at
wages of 50 cents an hour less
than assembly rates in the auto
plants. Detroit’'s newspapers car-
ried big photos showing this mass~
ed humanity, kept in line by po-
licemen’s clubs.

And if a man was hired that
night, he still had to rehire again
the next night. This is the system,
something like the longshoremen’s
shape-up. °

Newspapermen described the
whole thing as strongly reminis-
cent of the depression days. And it
surely is!

(Continued en page 6)

means of a Taft-Hartley injunc-
tion. The union supports Truman;
it tries not to embarrass him; it
doesn’t want to “force” him to ap-
ply for an injunction.

(2) The leadership of the union
is perfectly aware of the fact that,

(Coniinued on page 7)

Steel Profits: They Can Afford It
(In millions)
Per Cent
Earnings Net Earnings on
Before Taxes ‘Worth Net Worth
L e . $1,070 $5,410 19.3
1948 1,416 5,810 293
-0 S, IR o & 1 6,512 17.1
1950 .o 1,987 7,029 28.3
1951 (1st quarter) __ 652 7,396 35.3
1951 (2nd quarter) ... .. 688 7.607 36.2
Average 1947-8-9 . . 1,200 5,913 20.3

Readers of Labor Action: A Happy New Year to You All
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Death in the Mines:

It Was Murder!

By L. G. SMITH

One hundred and nineteen men were killed last week

by the greed of the owners of Orient No. 2 mine at West

Frankfort, T11.'

The owners did not set out deliberately to kill these men

whose work creates their wealth. But this disaster, this
tragedy, was prepared by them as surely as if they tried
with deliberate intent to commit murder. And it was pre-
paréd not on the week or the day of the disaster but has
been worked at patiently and consistently by the owners of
this mine together with the other mine owners of the coun-
try for years.

The explosion which killed the miners is uﬂrlbuied to
the presence of methane gas in the mine. The St. Louis Post
Dispatch has revealed that the mine owners ignored a re-
port by two federal inspectors last July recommending
measures to control the gas by sealing the abandoned work-
ings and cutting these tunnels off from the ventilating sys-
¥em. The mine owners claim that they complied with: the

- safety measurés-imposed on them by the state of IHinois

only, for there is no law which gives the federal Bureau of
Mines the power to enforce safety measures recommended
by theirinspectors.

The lack-of a federal mine-safety law with enforcement
powers is no accident. The United Mine Workers have been
fighting - for such a law for ‘decades. But the mine owners
have had enough congressmen under their control to pre-

vent passage of 'such a law, and this was as true during the -

height of the New Deal as it'is today.

They and ‘their congressmen and the other congressmen
who-made deals with them which prevented ‘the passage of
such a law are the murderers. The mine owners pursue
their profit interests, the congressmen follow their political
interests, and the men who dig the ‘coal work in constant
danger: and every now and then tens or hundreds of them
are crushed, burned or gassed to death, or come through
accidénts with broken bodies. And the labor leaders keep on
urging their membership to support the profit system and
to vote for the congressmen who refuse to pass a law for the
€elementary safety of the miners.

That They- May Not Die —

Even a sturdy capitalist newspaper like the New York
Times is compelled to.recognize the connection between the
tragedy of Orient No. 2 and the social relations' which are
responsible for it, even if indirectly. "Our coal mines have
a shameful record,” says a Times editorial on December 24,
“when compared, for instance, with those of Britain; if the
British mine less coal per man-hour than we do, they also
shed less blood per ton than we do."

This should be a day of national mourning for the 119
men, and for the loved ones they have left behind. We bow
our heads before their loss. But neither their grief nor sym-
pathy should obscure our duty, and that of the whole labor
movement, to the thousands of miners who are now alive,
but who are doomed to be killed in the years to come as
surely as if.a death sentence had been passed on them by
a court of law.

A federal mine-safety law with teeth in it must be passed
at once! The mine owners must be forced to protect the
workers, regardless of the cost. And the labor movement
must stop supporting their political hirelings and those who
make ‘deals with them, regardless of their political affilia-
tions..

Important Notice
To LABOR ACTION Readers

We regret to announce. that Professor George S.
Counts has informed us that he will not be able to
participate in the symposium we have scheduled on
“"How to Fight Stalinism,” to be held Thursday, Janu-
ary 10.

Professor Counts writes that he is compelled to
cancel the engagement because he is "in process of

~ putting a large book through the press” and that he
is canceling all engagements outside of Columbia
University.

4 We- will make- every- effort to- get - a- substitute.

- speaker.
i NewYeork ISL:

HT FOR DEMOCRACY on

Truman’s Own Revision of Order
Boomerangs in the Service Case

The decision of the Loyalty Re-
view Board on diplomat John Ser-
vice—finding a “reasonable doubt"
of his loyalty and thereby revers-
ing previous clearances by the
State Department’s own loyalty
boards—has been embarrassing to
the Truman administration and
particularly to the ‘State Depart-
ment’'s head, Dean Acheson:. Joe
McCarthy, whose prestige had
been slipping, was able to chortle:
“Good !good! good!” But it is well
to remember that hére again the
administration has brought its em-
barrassment upon itself.

The review board’s decision, as
it carefully noted, was not that it
believed Service disloyal but mere-
ly that it felt there was a “reason-
able doubt.” The significance of
these two words is that it was only
earlier this year that, by Truman’s
own order, the boards were in-
structed that “reasonable grounds”
for dismissal were not necessary
but only a “reasonable doubt.”

As LABOR ACTION wrote at
the time: “It might seem that this
is quibbling over words. But a
closer study of-the two phrases
shows that, bad as the first cri-
terion-is from the point of view of
assuring a person some protection

.against arbitrary persecution, the

second one is much worse.” (Apr.
30.)

The review board’s decision on
Service drives right through the
bigger ambiguity created by Tru-
man’s change. If many supporters
of the administration, particularly
liberals, consider the Service de-
cision a travesty on justice, they
should be aware whom they have
to thank for it.

With the action on Service, it
was also announced that a large

number of other officials, whose

cases had been under serutiny be-
fore, would -be on the carpet again.
In their case, the fires of the witch-
hunt which had somewhat died
down are to be revived once more.
Thus the witchhunt snowballs,

-
WHITEWASH

New York City’s Mayor Impel-
litteri is whitewashing the Stork
Club in the Josephine Baker case.

He had begun by passing the
buck to the Mayor’s Committee on
Unity, which was to look into the
affair. This committee handed him
a report on November 23 which he
never made public (calling it a
“preliminary” report), At this time,
it was disclosed by the N. Y. Post,
the committee deplored the “deep
and sinister implications” of the
case. Impellitteri sat on the report.
On December 20, the committee
came out with another report
which changed its tune. This the
mayor issued to the press with un-
precedented -speed.

In the second report, the com-
mittee suddenly found “nothing to
substantiate a charge of racial dis-
crimination.” It quotes his two re:
plies to its query on his diserimi-
natory policy, questions their
“adequacy,” and then asks the
mayor to consider the question
closed. Billingsley, the Stork Club’s
Jim Crow owner, had consistently

o —
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refused to state a policy of non-
discrimination.’

“What happéned during the in-
terim?” asked a statement issued:
by the Natoml Association for the
Advancement of Colored: People.

“The conclusion in  this case,”

adds the NAACP, “certainly con-
tributes nothing -to the spirit of
unity, which the committee was
established ‘'to foster. Indeed, this
report - is a contribution to dis-
unity.”

Impellitteri’s - uhusual haste in
releasing the whitewash report, it
is suspected, has something to de
with the coincidence that it reach-
ed the newspapers just as the news
broke that Josephine Baker had
filed a $400,600 libel suit against
Walter Winchell. Winchell, man-
ning the guns for the Stork Club,
has been using his column to smear
Miss Baker while refusing to say a

" word against his pal Billingsley.

CAPITAL STUFF

An appeal to uphold the validity
of anti-discrimination laws in .the

“nation’s capital is being weighed -
by the United States Court of Ap-

peals for the District of Columbia.
The American Civil Liberties Un-
ion joined with 21 other organiza-
tions in filing. a single *brief as
“friends -of the court” to attain a
judgment that the District’s “Egual
Service Acts,” passed in 1872 and-
1873, were still in force. The brief
was filed - in the- District’s suit
against the John R. Thompsen Co;,
Inc., a restaurant chain, for deny-

ing service to Negroes in one of -
' its establishments.

The prosecution of the restaurant
firm was dismissed before trial in

the Municipal Court. And although -

the dismissal was later reversed in
the Municipal Court of Appeals,
the appeal now pending in the fed-
eral court was made to erase any
doubt that the anti-discrimination
while passed many
years ago, were “clearly not obso-
lete today.”

Expressing the right of the Dis-"
trict of Columbia as a municipal
government to exercise 'its' dele<
gated powers in providing laws
against racial bias, the brief des
clared: “If municipal government''
can prevent cruelty to animals it '
can prevent cruelty to humans, If
municipal government can pre-
vent the spread-of physical con-
tagious diseases by réquiring .in=~
oculation it ‘can'help to prevent
the spread of the mental and far
more contagious ‘disease and comne
sequences of race prejudice.”

Local governments may be given
almost all powers to enable their
inhabitants to lead healthy, safe,
peaceful, moral, comfortable and
happy lives, the brief continued,
and an equal service law “is-a
means toward that end ‘and is
therefore a proper enactment for
a municipal legislative body.” It
cited many instances of local Jim
Crow ordinances ranging from pro-
hibiting Negroes and white' personp
from working together to being
buried in the same grounds and
said that -while these are-invalid
when tested by the Federal Consti-
tution, such ordinances have been
upheld “squarely. on-: the issue
whether the relationship between
the two races is within the bounds
of municipal power.”

s
CHILD PRODIGIES :

In Indiaha the state”Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction,
who is a Methodist and a Mason,
has asked 19 Catholic priests to
help him secreern textbooks: “for
traces of communism or subver-
sive influences.” Catholics, says
Supenntendent Wilbur' Young,

- are “considerably versed ‘in being

able to spot Communist or subver-
sive influences.”

The Hoosier “educator's” 'genis
flexion béfore the “Index Expurga-
torius raised a question abouf the:
1.Q.. of Indiana school children.
They must be awfully ‘smart to be
able to -be subverted by "fraces"
of influences which cannot even be
detected by the unaided  eye of
non-Catholics.

Penna. Adopts Pechan Bill. .
State Loyalty-Purge Law

By MARTY MARTEL

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 22 — The
Pennsylvania House of Represent-
atives has passed a not-seriously
amended Pechan “loyalty oath”
bill Decemgber 18, by a vote of 167-
18. The bill retains the features of
a loyalty oath for all state em-’
ployees and teachers in public
schools and all candidates for pub-
lic office, as well as the regquire-
ment of a report from state-aided
institutions - (including colleges)
certifying that no *“subversives”
are on the payroll.

Twelve of the 18 anti-oath votés
came from Philadelphia represen-
tatives, denoting this city as the
center of opposition to the bill
NAACP, ACLU, teachers groups
and the National Student Associ-
ation, as well as both CIO and AFL
bodies, came out in opposition to
the bill. The American Legion was
in the fore of the battle on behalf
of the Pechan Bill.

The bill as -first propesed was
opposed by perhaps half of the
house, mainly from the Democratic
Party side. After amendments had
taken seme of the more obvious
crudities out of the legislation
Democratic leaders came around
and favored the amended version—
“liberals,” cf course, of .the first
water!

AT TEMPLE

Meanwhile Temple University's
investigation of a Pechan Bill de-
‘bate, demanded by the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, came out: strongly:

. against the VFW and agreed that

revoked,

any disturbance was caused by the
insult to the intellisence of uni-
versity students provoked by the
haranguing tactics of pro-oath de-
bater Michael A. Musmanno, jus-
tice of the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court.

Further, the suspension of one
of “The Gavel” coldmns in the
Temple News, a feature of political
news and gossip run regularly, was
and the same column
printed one issue later. It had to
do with eriticism and implied
threats made against an ROTC stu-
dent by the Veterans of Foreign
Wars.

The ROTC student ‘was ‘cléared
by his commanding 'officer ‘and the
university investigating committee
of being “subversive” by stating in
public that his loyalty was to “God-
and people” rather than to “gov-
ernment.” It is rumored here that
the column was hurriedly restored’
after the editors of the: NEWS
threatened - to resign. The affair
was labeled a “misunderstanding”
by the university.

Why the university cleared both
the ROTC youth and the debate
meeting of “subversive” charges is
still unclear, Evidently local pro-. -1
fessors, long active in the fig y
against loyalty oaths, do not 1nteud
to go down withéut a mm'mur
Whether that murmur will grow
into a roar of protest when the
time comes for the university to
certify that there aré-no “subver-
sives” on the‘staff is rather doubt-
ful. Fear of getting-one’s’ fingers
burned - will keep many: mouths
shut.

s s L) i

By EUGENE 'VAUGHN

The Israeli seamen’s strike,
which ‘broke out early in Novem-
ber and-is still- continuing ‘at this
time of writing, had been brewing
for a long time; it finally started
as a result of a minor labor dispute
among Israeli seamen in a foreign
port.

- . The seamen on the Israeli ship
Negba struck in the port of Mar-
seilles while the ship was in port
for repairs. Their demand was for
50 per cent of their pay to be paid
in foreign currency rather than
the 27 per cent already allotted.
When the ship finally returned to
Haifa, the strikers were brought .
up on charges in the Haifa Labor
Council by the union delegates as-
signed by the labor council to han-
dle the affairs of the seamen’s
union.

This action led to a struggle . for
tﬁower within the seamen’s union
. which threatens to cripple the

shipping indusiry of Israel.

_ The Israeli shipping fleet consists
of 24 ships and 800 seamen. Among
the leaders of these men are many
ex-Palmach members who manned

_the first “illegal” ships which
brought the first immigrants to
Israel in the early difficult days.
They feel that they helped. create
the merchant fleet and that they,
not Histadrut [the Israel labor fed-
eratim;x], should control it. These
men ‘are predominantly Mapam
adherents. The biggest shipping
company is Shoham Ltd,, a corpo-
ration owned by Histadrut which
has all of the ships except for a
few which are owned by Diezen-
goff Ltd.

~HISTADRUT'S GRIP

Seamen’s affairs had for a long
time been managed by an appoint-
. ed secretariat. Sailors are regular-
Iy hired through the General La-
bor Exchange which is operated
by Histadrut and subsidized by the
government. It is further the prac-
tice between Histadrut-affiliated
employees and employers that dis-
Pputes over wages and working con-
ditions are turned over to the His-
tadrut Executive for decision. The
seamen’s affairs were actually run
by the Haifa Labor Council to
ich the seamen were offi¢ially
liated.. The seamen set out to
break this grip of Histadrut and
set up their own independent sea-
men's union.
It was the action against the
Negba seamen that brought this
struggle to a head. A convention
was called by a temporary com-
mittee which had been elected
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earlier in April for the purpose of
calling such a convention. This

eommittee had not acted then but-

did decide to.act now. This eonven-
tion eleeted a new secretariat of
5 people in place of the two who
had been appointed by the Histad-
rut Labor Council. The composi-
tion of this committee was CP 2,
Mapam 1, Heruth 1, Mapai 1.

Y. Meshel, Mapai member of the
Histadrut Trade Union section ac-
cused the seamen’s convention of
being a rump convention, and as-
serted that it had no authority to
elect a secretariat, that a secre-

tariat could only be elected by a

vote of all sailors. It seems, how-
ever, to this writer that regardless
of the question of legality the ma-
jority of regular Israeli seamen are
in favor of the strike leaders.

SEAMEN'S DEMANDS

The Seamen’s Convention de-
manded:

(1) Free election of their own
secretariat.

(2) Right to run their hiring hall
directed by their own elected sec-
retariat.

(3) Right to strike abroad under
certain conditions.

(4) The hiring of foreign seamen
only through foreign unions.

(5) The recognition of their own
charter and statutes giving them
autonomy within Histadrut.

The fact that this struggle is ex-
clusively a struggle for control is
underscored by the fact that wages
and hours are not listed among the
main demands of the strikers.

While economic questions are
not an immediate issue they prob-
ably are a part of the background:
The seamen face the situation
where the Histadrut is -both their
employer, their representative in
negotiations and the ruling party
in the government. The over-
whelming support of the sailors to
the strike committee can only in
part be explained by the tradition-
al non-conformism of sailors, or
of the political menauvers by the
CP and Mapam. Whatever the mo-
tives of the politicos who have
taken the leadership of the strike
for the rank-and-file seamen, it is
a struggle for an independent un-
ion ‘that the sailors believe will
truly represent their interests.

MAPAI USES THE CLUB

Histadrut, through the Haifa La-
bor Council, refused to recognize
the new secretariat of the. seamen.
The labor counecil further insisted
that their negotiations with Sho-
ham Ltd. be handled by the two
-seamen which it had. previously
appointed to the Seamen’s secre-
tariat. The council further insisted
rthat all hiring must continue. to be
done through the General Lahbor
Exchange. On November 11, 350
men on 10 Israeli merchant ships
gave notice and resigned their jobs
en masse. The Histadrut still re-
fused to recognize the seamen’s
convention.

The seamen struck Shoham ships
in port, and as other ships came
into Haifa the.seamen joined the
strike. The Mapai majority of the
Histadrut Executive Committee re-
fused to mediate between the
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strikers and the Haifa Labor Coun-
cil. The Mapai-dominated govern-
ment drafted 200 of the striking
seamen, including several of the

. newly ' elected seeretariat of the

strikers. The Histadrut Executive
passed a resolution calling for vol-
unteers to man the ships of Sho-
haml. When striking seamen  re-
fused to leave their ships, police
were called in to drive these men
from their berths,

The position of the Histadrut in

this mratter is that no section of
the labor federation enjoys com-
plete autonomy. It is always lim-
ited by the over-all contirol of the
Histadrut Executive. To permit
such a development among the
seamen would leave the door open
for similar demands among other
sections of Histadrut, some of
which may likewise be dominated
by Mapam.

- READY TO COMPROMISE

Histadrut claims that by foreign
unions, the strike leaders mean
only ‘the Stalinist-controlled sea-
men’s organizations. The Mapai
bureaucrats center a great deal of
their- criticism of seamen on their
demand of right to strike in for-
eign points.

On November 30, the Histadrut
Executive voted to establish a new
seamen’s union directly responsible
to itself and not to the Haifa Labor
Council. .

In the first few weeks of the
strike, Shoham managed to oper-
ate its -ships with “velunteers,”
foreign seamen, and some -Israeli
seamen who had gone back to
work against the strikers. By De-
cember 7, the leaders of the strike
were quite ready for a compro-
mise. Many of their followers had
been drafted into the army; others
had returned to. work:. They were
willing to give up all their de-
mands for centrol over hiring, for
the recognition of the right to
strike in-foreign ports, and several
other minor demands. However,
they still wanted a Natonal Sea-
man’s Union instead of a union or-
ganized in the Haifa port and re-
sponsible to the Haifa Labor Coun-
cil, and above aH they still insisted
that the Histadrut recognize their
elected executives.

ISRAEL ‘LOSES

The Histadrut Executive referred
these demands back to the new
seamen’s union, which in turn re-
fused to deal with the stiriking
seamen’s secretariat until they
called off the strike. At time of
this writing the strike has not been
settled and the main Israeli ship-
ping line is finding it increasingly

. difficult to sail its ships.

Whatever -the outcome of this
strike, Israel has already lost very

~much.as a result of this struggle.

Israel has been forced to hire vol-
unteers .and foreign seamen at
higher wage rates, many of whom

:it has to pay in foreign currency..
. This increases Israel's unfavorable

balance of trade. Some Israeli
shipping has been transferred to
foreign shipping companies, which
further unbalances Israel’s balance
of trade.

The seaman’s strike highlights
also the constantly increasing
struggle which is going on between
the adherents of Mapai and Ma-
pam, the two main sections of Is-
rael’s labor movement. This strug-
gle, which threatens to split the
Histadrut if it is allowed to play
itself out to its legical conclusion,
has already cost Israel many
pounds and much productivity.

In another disputed situation, the
case of Ein Harod, a long-estab-
lished kibbutz which was one of
the most productive in the coun-
try, was forced to split up as a

result of the growing bitterness.be- |
tween its Mapai and Mapam mem- -

bers. Unless this breach is healed
or resolved by the political ascen-

dency of one of the groups, and it
..seems; unlikely, Israel and particu- :

larly the labor movement will suf-

b jfer--as a-conseguence,

A-BOMB DEFENSE AND :GARDEN CITIES

By CARL DARTON

The major home-defense dilemma facing the American political
leaders and bureaucracy stems from the fact that ‘the only- effective

. protection against atomic bombing is space—that is,  dispersal of- targets,

-‘whether military, industrial or civilian, When  dispersal was first con-
sidered several years ago, it was visualized as a wholesale. uprooting of
people and industry and their relocation in the prairies and mountaing
of the West.

Obviously this would mean an immediate revolutionary change in
industry with bankruptey for many privileged realty and  industrial

interests atong both coasts. No one really expected such a movement to -

take place on a large scale; and, except for an extremely small relocas

tion of some aircraft factories, little happened: Such as‘ did oceur merely -

served to arouse civic ire in such sections as New England to resist
further movement. Instead of the obviously impossible dislocation, it
is the hope of the more intelligent bureaucracy that a limited decen-
tralization is practical. This is. known as the “garden city” principle.

Accordingto Donald and Asrid Monson in the September 1951 issue

of the BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SCIENTISTS, the “garden-city
principle is based upon the gradual breaking-up of the central mass of
a large city by first building a number of self-contained smaller satel-
lite towns to be located. in the open countryside at some distance from
the city, each satellite separated from adjacent ones and from the
parent city by wide, permanent belts of open land or greenbelts; after
sufficient population has. been. drawn. off into these new towns; the
remaining central city is separated info a number. of communities
analogous to the satellites and also divided from one another by newly
cleared, green-belts within the old city area. With each satellite and

commnnity connected to the rest of the metropolitan complex by ex- .
_ pressways and railways, -and with wide open -spaces separating each

from the ofher, the metropolis would be not enly pleasant to live im
but far less vulnerable to atomic attack.”

THREE "IFS" FROM THE CAPITALIST VIEW

Such a system has long been advocated by city planners as a means
of eliminating the slums and congestion of our. large cities. The failure
of such plans thus far is the direct result of the opposition of vested
real-estate interests which are the dominant factors in'the political Hfe
of American cities. These interests will fight for their privileges to the
last square foot despite the danger of atomic attack.

It is apparent fo socialists that the degree of planning required for
effective decentralization is impeossible of fulfillment exeept.in a gar-
rison state, or in a democratically controlled workers’ society. Under a
garrison state the people would be herded and dispersed in a manner
that would disregard the “garden city” principle, allegedly in the inter-
est of “efficiency” of dispersal and preduction. In a workers' saciety
the threat of atomic bombing would no longer exist and decentraliza-
tion could be carried through in a progressive manner whereby the
cultural advantages of the city would be maintained wh:le bu-ﬂdmg a
community for healthy living.

The heavy hand of “things as they are” is indicated by an article
in the same magazine by R. E. Merrian, Chicago alderman, “Cities Are
Here to Stay.” He states the issue clearly from the dominant class
point of view: “IF we want fo expend all our energies over the next
five or ten years in dispersing our cities at the expense of all our
other commitments, national and international, and IF we are willing

to enact laws forcing pecple to move in a fashion similar to .the Japa- A

nese-American evacuation from the West Coast during World War II,
and IF industry will submit to detailed planning regulations, THEN we
can talk about meeting the threat of the atemu: bomb by spreading out
our cities.”

INDUSTRY FILLS IN THE TARGET AREAS

The obvious viewpoint of the practical politician is that any effective
plan of dispersal would bankrupt the national economy, let alone inter-
fere with the means of arming for offensive warfare.: According to
Amos Hawley in the October 1951 issue of BAS, the.cost of population
redistribution in the 16 largest metropolitan areas would be in excess
of 200 billion dellars and would take 10 to 20 years. When it is the
question not only of “guns or butter” but the bloed of our people the
answer is still “guns.”

. Between the two extremes of the capitalist bureaueracy’s:thinking
on this subject—that is, planned decentralization on a large .scale or

a continuation of things as they are—some intermediate.course ‘appears.

probable. Such is the “Seattle Plan” whereby. new industries aré located
five, ten and fiffeen miles from downtown Seattle. This is,- however,
pretty much: the normal course of American industry in the past several
decades. Many have considered ‘the location of the new -U. S.-Steel

plant half- way between Trenton and Philadelphia as a complete dis- :

-regard. of -decentralization; actually it is in accordance with the new
dispersal policy.

‘What .will likely happen, however, is that despite the effort of the
government to control new buildings, there will be a filling-in of the
areas between -the indusiries so that one continuous atomic target is
presented.

No one knews when the bombs will start to fall but it is ebvieus
that the population trend toward larger cities has reached its peak and
some reversal toward decentralization will continue to- occur. It is
doubtful if such decentralization will be of significant degree relative
to effective defense from atomic attack or to material change in the
“American way of life” under capitalism,
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The Independent Sor.ialiﬂ Leaque
stands for socialist democracy and
against the two systems of exploita-

tion which now divide the world: capi-
talism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or
liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other
deal, so as to give the people freedom,
abundance, security or peace. It must
be abolished and replaced by a new
social system, in which the people own
and control the basic sectors of the
economy, democratically controlling
their own economic and political des-
tinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a brutal totalitarian-
ism—a new form of exploitation. lis
agents in every country, the Commu-
nist Parties, are unrelenting enemies
of socialism and have nothing in com-
mon with socialism—which cannot ex-
ist without effective democratic con-
trol by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and
Stalinism are today at each other's
throats in a world-wide imperialist ri-
valry for domination. This struggle can
only lead to the most frightful war in
history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.
. Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing and strengthening the Third Camp
of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,
looks to the working class and its ever-
present struggle as the basic progres-
sive force in society. The ISL is organ-
ized o spread the ideas of socialism in
the labor movement and among all
other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent So-
cialists participate actively in every
struggle to better the people’'s lot now
—such as the fight for higher living
standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil liberties
and the #rade-union movement. We
seek to join together with all other
militants in the labor movement as a
left force working for the formation
of an independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the
fight for socialism are inseparable.
There can be no lasting and genuine
democracy without socialism, and
there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner,
join the Independent Socialist League!

INTERESTED?

Get
acquainted

with the
Independent
Socialist League—

114 W. 14th Street
New York 11, N. Y.

O I want more information about the
ideas of Independent Socialism and
the ISL.

o1 want to join the ISL.
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The European Marxi

A Reply to Shachtman’s Proposal:
1t Does Not Apply to German Case’

By HERMANN MOHRING

]

We have given Comrade Shachtman the floor because
his appeal is directed toward all those of us who do not
work inside the parties of the Social-Democracy. He de-
clares that his recommendation is more urgent and more
indispensable than heretofore. It has often been expressed
and repeated by him. Given such earnest persuasion, we

cannot lightly dismiss the
comradely words from
abroad but must deal with it
with equal seriousness.

Shachtman sees Europe,
as does the observer of a
physical map, without na-
tional boundaries, without the
motley coloring of national dis-
tinctions, without even the differ-
ent colors of a plain political map.
He simply overlooks the differ-
ences which are still effective to-
day in the separate countries. Per-
haps it is natural for an American
to think this way. In Europe,
French is spoken in Paris, Spanish
in Madrid, Italian in Rome, Ger-
man in Berlin, and English only
in London—in contrast to America,
where it is spoken in New York,
Los Angeles, Miami, Seattle, even
in Fairbanks and on the other side
.of the northern border in Ottawa.
Shachtman, a socialist in the Trot-
skyist tradition (he did, to be sure,
break with Trotsky some years
ago) offers a, world-encompassing
strategy for the class struggle, a
strategy which, while correct in
principle. often, however, 3
within itself the danger of over-
estimating the general as against
the particular, and thereby arriv-
ing at conclusions that are not al-
ways applicable. Europe today is
not nearly so much an entity as it
appears when looked.at from over-
seas.

WE CANNOT FOLLOW

Shachtman, proceeding from in-
applicable premises, thus speaks
about “a European Marxist move-
ment,” about European Stalinist
and social-démocratic parties, and
as a consequence arrives at an un-
differentiated recommendation for
the entire European Left which is
outside of the traditional workers’
parties. This is wrong.

Shachtman recommends that all
groups and individuals in the
Marxist Left enter the existing
parties of the social-democratic
type, in order thus to finally
emerge from their isolation and
stagnation. It is certainly public
knowledge inside the socialist
movement that in the past decades
sectarianism has spread and pre-
served itself, and that many good
and valuable socialists have been
living the life of political hermits.
Nothing is more unfruitful than

bears .

isolation from the masses. It leads
to intellectual inbreeding and im-
potence in relation to the actual
transformation of society. But
doesn’'t the core of all socialist
effectiveness consist precisely in
revolutionary practice? The task
still lies before the working class
of placing on society its own im-
print. All our forces are needed for
this task., especially today when
genuine socialists must fight a bat-
tle on two fronts. Nothing, there-
fore, can be more important to
every socialist than to collect all
our forces and to activize the latent
ones. That is what Shachtman
wishes to achieve by his appeal to
us. Only, we cannot follow him
down the path he points out to us.

THE GERMAN SDP

Is the march with the masses
possible only in the social-demo-
cratic organizations? Disregarding
the Stalinists, the majority of the
remaining section of the working
class is not organized in the social-
democracy in every country. The
Labor Party in England, it is true,
comprises the largest part of the
English working class but enly by
virtue of its peculiar party struc-
ture which rests on the collective
membership of the trade unions.

The Saragat socialists in Italy and "

the SPD [ Social-Democratic Par-
ty of Germany] do not constitute
such a majority. The Social-Demo-
cratic Party of the German con-
federation has about 700,000 mem-
bers out of approximately 14 mil-
lion who are not self-employed in
the same area. If we assume that
all of these belong to the working
class, then out of a hundred only
5 are organized in the Social-De-
mocracy. Ninety-five remain out-

. side the ranks of the SPD.

Without having to mention num-
bers, it is obvious that a far larger
part of the European working
classes are organized in trade un-
ions. If we want to fight with the
masses and surmount our isola-
tion, then the first appeal directed
to all sectarians and other quaint
individuals should be: Organize
in the trade unions—these are the
primary arena for your social and
political work. We wish to empha-
size this challenge because Shacht-
man does not mention it.

Shachtmran demands the entry
into the Social-Democratic party
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not so that the entrant shall sup-
port the opportunist practices and
accept the reformist justifications;
he proposes to him quite definite
tasks inside the organization. Mili-
tantly and aggressively he is to
seek to create a tendency by col-
lecting others around him who are
dissatisfied with the party's poli-
cies, with the goal of ‘changing
these and replacing the leadership.
“That has happened dozens of
times, in dozens of countries, and
it has proved successful in numer-
ous and decisive cases. It can hap-
pen again.” [Quoted from Shacht-
man's original article—Tr.]

NOT LIKE BRITAIN

This optimism about the success
of such palace revelutions is per-
haps justified for England, perhaps
also for other countries. In Eng-
land a Bevan could form a group
in opposition to the policies of his
own party’s leadership, He could
present his dissenting views by
voice and pen to the membership
of the party and to the public. A
strong left-wing group, in its ma-
Jjority Trotskyist, can be found in-
side the Labor Party around the
magazine SOCIALIST OUTLOOK,
The broad tolerance in the English
Labor Party offers a certain justi-
fication for Shachtman’s- proposal.
From Stockholm we have received
word from a political friend about
the conduct of the Swedish Social-
Democracy toward persons who
come' to it from left-wing groups.
It immediately .directs them into

practical work and gives them the

possibility of influencing the party
internally. The experiences with
this practice are supposed to have
turned out well, Whether it is pos-
sible to approve of the experiment
of entry into the social-democratic
parties in other European countries
requires facts which are not avail-
able here. But one thing is certain:
it is not possible to propose this
to the German Left.

SPD STAGNATES

What is the situation in the Ger-
man Social-Democracy today? In
June of this year the party admin-
istration undertook an internal
census and classification of the
regular members. From their own
report, this is the way things
looked:

(1) Among its present member-
ship, the SPD can rely on a large
number of trustworthy members
and functionaries. It exercises,
however, absolutely no attractive
power among the young and mid-
dle-aged levels of the population.

(2) Of the regular registered

. members more than half are over

fifty years of age. The middle-
aged groups are only meagerly
represented, and the young in even
smaller measure.

(3) Recruitment has come to a
standstill and is understood to be
practically at the point of stagna-
tion.

(4) Party work is still conducted
only according to the traditional
clichés. Party routine dominates
all transactions. There is too much
concern with techniques and ex-

perience and too little with élan.

and the courage to Tecognize
abuses within the party.

The party zuthorities themselves
conceed that the top-heavy age
composition of the membership is
a consequence of their own inabil-
ity to attract new forces. The mid-
dle-aged and youtn are not touched
by the present policies of the party,
and this is even truer of the work-
ing-class groups, because the SPD
lacks any perspective whatever for

_ the future.

The former Danish prime min-
ister and chairman of the Danish

¢

The articles on this page are
a follow-up on the article by
Max Shachtman in LABOR AC-
TION of September 10, entitled
“The Socialist Left and ihe So-
cial - Democracy: Some Prob-
lems of the European Q!a.rxist
Movement.” 1

The article - by Hermann
Méohring is a reply to Comrade
Shachtman’s proposal by the
editor of PRO UND CONTEA,
a German Marxist discussion
magazine. It is translated from
the October issue of PRO UND
CONTRA, which carried both
Shachtman’s article and Com-
rade Mohring’s reply.—Ed.

Social - Democratid@Party, Hans

Hedtoft, referred in an article in

Socialist-International Information .

Bulletin for October 13, 1951, to
the program of the Socialist Inter-
national adopted at its Frankfurt
Conference:

“Is it true that this program de-
mands only a ‘controlled’ capital-
ism and represents a breach with
our earlier socialist conceptions?
It is true, in certain respects, that

this program is vital and new and ’

it abandons a number of things
which we have heretofore consid-
ered as Marxist dogma. . .. In my
opinion we Danish Social-Demo-
crats have every reason to be
thankful for this program, inas-
much as it is a demonstration of
realism.”

THE BUREAUCRACY

It is, however, also evidence for
giving up all thought of social

revolution “through the’social-de='

mocracy in Europe. This “realism"”
means politics confined to the im-
mediately practical (which ends
with the soup-pot). German Social-
Democracy is its most avid repre-
sentative.

Shachtman believes that he can
change the direction, and replace
the leadership which travels it, by
the entry of the heretofore iso-
lated left. He is remarkably opii-

mistic because hewdoes not knowd

THE POWER OF THE PARTY
BUREAUCRACY in the SPD. In
Germany today even a Bevan
would not be possible.

At the Hamburg conference,
when an opposition appeared
against Shumacher — the seven
from Berlin — they were not
against the party leader because
he had put foerward too reformist
a policy but because he was not
reformist enough for them. A left

opposition would be suppressed .

with all .of the poWwer at the dis-
posal of the apparatus. Its spokes-
man would hardly be permitted
to makeé a report. Indeed, they
[the SPD party bureaucrats—Tr.]
would hardly shrink, if their in-
fluence were strong enough, from
depriving thé representatives of
such an opposition of employment
-and consigning them to “hunger.
For example, the party bureau-
crats in Munich succeeded in de-
priving of his job‘an honest Marx-
ist because he distributed Marxist
literature. In Berlin, an ekXponent
of Marxism lost his teachihg posi-
tion in a high school on faccount
of his politics. The instigators of
this measure were not b&urgeois
but Social-Demorcats, Many other
examples could be adduced con-
cerning the behavior of the bu-
reaucracy toward ! Social-Demo-
" cratic returnees from the Soviet
zone. The narrownegs of vgewpc'v;it
and the lack of tGierance insk

the SPD can hardly be overesti--

mated. And it is here that an op-
position is supposed to bej able to

Whoever attempted tha
find himself outside of t
~ (Continued in

- 'last column to righ

-and the Social-Democracy

A Rejoinder: In Germany Too, the Road to
The Masses Lies Thru the Social-Democracy

By MAX SHACHTMAN

Comrade Mohring has not advanced us very far. That
Europe is composed of many and variegated countries, each
with its national peculiarities and its own political prob-
lems, is now widely known even in New York. Even the
existence of different languages in Europe is now admitted
here. We were under the impression that a number of politi-
cal characteristics which are common to a series of European countries,
despite all their differences, were just as widely known and admitted
in Berlin. )

What these common characteristics are and in what countries of
Europe they are found, was set forth in the LABOR ACTION article
which Comrade Mdéhring answers.

First: The article speaks only of those European countries where a
more or less free working-class movement exists, which immediately
excludes the totalitarian countries of Europe, regardless of their lan-
guage or other national distinctions.

Second: The article speaks only of the politically organized workers

" who have breken with capitalism, created their own class organizations

and attained a relatively high degree of socialist consciousness, in a
word, the million-headed vanguard of European labor, more than enough
IN NUMBERS to decide the fate of the continent.

Third: The article states that this working class, this vanguard, is
divided in membership or allegiance between the social-democratic
and Stalinist parties, even though many may be discontented with the
policy or leadership of their party.

Fourth: The article states that in all these countries there are Marxist
groups or individuals who, in the name of revolutionary soecialism, re-
Ject both reformism and Stalinism, but remain without any support
or influence in the working class, from which they are isolated.

HOLD TRUE FOR GERMANY

So far, at least, not only an American ¢bserver but also a European

should be able to see that all this holds true for Germany where German -

is spoken, for France where French is spoken, for Italy where Italian
is spoken, as well as for Switzerland where all three tongues are spoken.

A Marxist, be he here or there, should also be able to see that unless
the Marxists succeed in restoring an inseparable contact with the work-
ing-class vanguard, in imbuing this vanguard with revolutionary prin-
ciples, and'in reorganizing the political ranks of this vanguard into a
revolutionary socialist party, the Marxists are doomed—and, what is
more important, so is the prospect of socialism.

With this, Comrade Mohring undoubtedly agrees. Hence his appeal
to the German left-wingers: “Support the attempt at founding a revo-
lutionary socialist party.” But, the way it is put by Comrade Mahring,
the slogan is a meaningless phrase; in terms of political practise, it is
an escape from the realities of the problem.

In our LABOR ACTION article and elsewhere, we have®said to our
European comrades and friends: “The road to the reconstruction of
the revolutionary socialist party lies through your entrance and patient,
systematic work in the social-democratic parties of the indicated coun-
tries.” Comrade Mohring's rejection of this proposal, especially as ap-
plied to Germany, affords us another occasion for defending our views.

We reiterate a central point which Comrade Mohring has failed
entirely to grasp.

NO EXCEPTION TO THE EXPERIENCE

Workers who belong to- (or who support, without belong to) a politi-
cal mass organization of their own (i.e., a workers’ party) do not aban-
don it, no matter how strong their discontentment with its policy or
leadership, in order to join a tiny revolutionary group, no matter how
strong their agreement with its policy and leadership, INDIVIDUAL
workers, or even little groups of workers, have broken with their mass
movement in the past and joined small revolutionary organizations;
and they may do so again. But never have they broken with the one
and joined with the other in such numbers as to transform the small
grouping into a mass organization, i.e., into an authentic political party.

To this rule, we cannot think of a single exception in the century-
long history of the socialist movement of any country. Revolutionary
working-class parties—as distinguished from revolutionary sects which
have no influence among the masses and therefore cannot play an im-
portant role in political life—have been built up in one of two ways:

(1) Either the first small socialist groups, by their agitation and
activity, gradually won to themselves, in the absence of any mass
working-class political movement, the support of growing numbers of
workers who broke with bourgeois politics;

Or (2) an already existing working-class political movement was

transformed into a revolutionary party after a more-or-less protracted .

public struggle within the movement between its right and left wings,
resulting in the left wing gaining decisive support of the membership
and the sympathizers. (Where splits ensued, the right wing was respon-
sible for them in nine cases out of ten.)

Every revolutionary socialist movement that deserved the name of
a party was built up in one of these ways or the other. We repeat: We
know of no exception anywhere.

THE CASE OF THE SPARTACUS LEAGUE

Nowhere in the history of the socialist movement do we know of
a single case in which a revolutionary PARTY was built by the method
prescribed by Comrade Mdihring. To be sure, simply because “it never
happened before” is no absolute proof that it canmet ever happen. But
after one hundred years of unequivocal experience, in dozens of coun-
tries, under the widest variety of circumstances, the least we must say
is: “The burden of proof is entirely on your shoulders, Comrade Mihr-
ing.” And what Méhring offers us does not cause the scales to waver by
a hair’s breadth.

He is most emphatic in rejecting our proposal for Germany. But his
evidence does not speak for him.

He refers to the Spartacus League of Liebknecht and Luxemburg.
But in the first place, it was formed as an independent organization as

a result of an open and long fight inside the German Social-Democracy
between the left and right wings and not at all as a result of masses
quitting the Social-Democratic Party to join a small revolutionary sect
which was recruiting outside of it.

In the second place, it did not consider itself a party for some time
after its féundation, and when it did, in 1919, it was already the repre-
sentative in Germany of a movement a thousand times more powerful
and influential than all the isolated German Marxists of today.

What is more important, it was looked upon as the “official” repre-
sentative of the Bolshevik Revolution and the Bolshevik Party which
led it. Even with this most extraordinary advantage, it did not really
become a party until later, when it fused with the several hundred
thousand members of the Left Independents (USPD) into one organiza-
tion (VKPD). The example of the Spartacus League speaks against
Comrade Mohring, and loudly.

THE CASE OF THE INDEPENDENTS

Still lounder speaks the case of the Independents to whom he refers,
They were not at all a tiny revolutionary grouping outside the SPD
calling upon its members to join it and build it to the point where it
was the largest political organization in Europe at the time, with some
one million members. Nothing of the kind' They constituted themselves
an independent party only after a long, bitter and public struggle be-
tween the left and right wings of the German Social—Democracy. And
when the Independents themselves split at their Halle Congress, it was
as a result of the victory which the Third-Internationalist left wing
won inside the party over the right wing which withdrew from it.

It is true that formally the left-wing Independents then fused with
the much smaller Communist Party. But only formally, in appearance.
In actuality, the Independents joined that huge and powerful mass
organization which was then the Communist International. If there is
any similarity whatever between that development and the one envis-
aged by Comrade Méhring, it is utterly invisible to us.

The specific objections which Comrade Moéhring offers to working
in the German Social-Democratic Party today—he has only objections
to our proposal; proposals of his own he does not offer, except by
implication—are, it seems to us, of importance under a different head-
ing, but not under the one we are discussing at the moment. We cite
a few examples:

(1) Only five per cent of the total working class actually belongs to
the German Social Democracy. But, before the First World War, the
SPD had an-even smaller percentage of the total working class. in. its
ranks, but nobody—at least, no socialist—even dreamed of questioning
the fact that it was the party of the German proletariat. Except for a
handful of ultra-radical and ultra-ineffectual irdividuals,
embraced the vanguard of the working class and was supported in
political life by the decisive sections of the working class as a whole.

The same is substantially true today. There are today, it is true,
some complicating and conflieting factors at play, but, we repeat, sub-
stantially the Social-Democracy today has the active (or passive), the
strong (or reluctant), the unquestioning (or critical) support of the
vanguard of the German working class, of the ones in whose ranks and
struggles the German Marxists must find themselves.

TO ATTRACT THE YOUTH ...

(2) The age-composition of the SPD is bad. True enough. True also
of most other political parties in Germany today. And if we are not
too badly mistaken, it is likewise true of most (if not all) of the tiny
Marxist groupings. The reasons are too complex to be dealt with in this
article, for we would have to go back through the years of Nazi rule
to trace them to their origins. But what has that to do with the ques-
tion of the political arena in which the Marxists must function—or
wither away completely?

One thing is certain: the masses of the youth will not be recruited
to any of the small, bloodless and powerless grouplets. It is POSSIBLE,
however, to win large numbers of them to a party which shows the
signs of life, of vigor and of revolutionary potentialities which a risin‘g
left wing can display inside the Social-Democracy.

And what holds true of the youth, which is today so suspicious of
- the old parties and passive toward them, would, in our view, also hold
true for masses of workers who today hold themselves aloof from the
Social-Democracy. That lesson is taught us invariably in every instance
of a struggle between the left and right wihgs in the mass movement—
with one exception we can think of, namely, when the workers feel
that they have already been crushingly defeated and all is therefore
lost. Who will contend that that is the situation in Germany today?

(3) The German Social-Democracy has abandoned all ideas of social
revolution; and what is more; an iron-handed bureaucracy rules the
party so that a left wing is inconceivable, Yet,
same type of bureaucracy undoubtedly prevail, hy and Jlarge, in the
German trade unions today. This does not cause Comrade Mohring to
give up the idea of working within the unions to win the workers to
a revolutionary program and leadership. Indeed, Moéhring insists that
Marxists should be in these unions.- L '

THE PESSIMISM IS UNJUSTIFIED

We are perfectly well aware of the difference between a party and
a union. But in the concrete case of Germany today, the difference
surely does not lie in their respective political or social idas or in the
quality and conduct of their respective bureaucracies,
We are not really so remote from reality that we do not understand
what is involved. We know, well enough, what difficulties may be ex-
~ pected in working for the ideas of Marxism inside the German Social
Democracy today (to say nothing of its French counterpart!). We knew,

too, the rights and advantages which must be set aside for a while, or -

modified, in order to carry out such socialist activity—rights and advan-
tagir‘e!s which the little sects possess today, but which they exercise in a
void.

In the one case, however, in spite of all the restrictions, including
certain self-restraints which are not very
cratic pretensions of the Social-Democratic leadership, political activity
can be carried on in a real working-class arena in which real political

the party -

the same ideas and the’

complimentary to the demo-

results are possible, if not certain,
In the other case, stagnation ahd
even political decay are guaran-
teed.

When Comrade Mohring writes
that the German Social-Demo- _
cratic Party is so bad that not even
a Bevan is possible in it, he is, we
are convinced, . unduly gloomy
about the German working class
itself. And when -he writes of
such political phenomena as the
Bevan movement as “palace revo- °
lutions,” he displays, most regret-
tably, a gross incomprehension of
the social forces in conflict. Bevan
is not much more than a product
of the political development of a
large section of the British work-
ing class (and, in turn, a force in-
fluencing that development). And
Bevan, or Bevanism, or Bevan's
group, manifests itself the way it
does in the Labor Party, not be-
cause English is spoken in London
while German is spoken in Berlin,
but because the main lines of the
political evolution of the British
working class have flowed through
their class party, for all its short-
comings from the socialist stand-
point. ~

The German Social-Democracy
is likewise, taken on the whole,
the class party of the German
working class, To say that “a
Bevan” is impossible within- it, is
either to be completely awe-strick-
en by the permanency and invul-
nerability of the SPD's leadership,
or to exclude the likelihood of a
radical political development of
German workers whose aspirations
will assert themselves, one way or
another, within their party.

The revolutionary socialist, whe
is confident that the werking class
will succeed in overcoming the
whole capitalist bureaucracy and
its state, has no good reason for =
feeling so depressed about what it
can do in the coming period in the
German Social-Democracy.

REPLY TO -
SHACHTMAN - - -

(Continued from
column 5)

and in a much shorter time than
it took him to get in.
The road Shachtman advocates

- to activize the socialists who per-

sist in their passivity is on all
counts unreal for Germany, and =
they must be excused from con-
stituting themselves as political
manure for the fields of the re-
formist leaders of the SPD.

PRECEDENTS

Quite contrary to Shachtman’s
claim, it has once before happened
in Germany “that hundreds and
thousands have given up their
membership in a mass organiza-
tion.” The split of the Independent
Socialist Party in the First World
War, the founding of the Spartacus
League and the succeeding Com-
munist Party were without doubt
successful enterprises. ‘To be sure,
as against these examples the sep~
aration of the SAP from the SPD
in the latter stages of the Weimar
republic occurred ‘without broad
consequences. One cannot conclude
from this, however, that the at-
tempt to found a party of the Left
must necessarily fail. One can only
advise the German Left: Support
the attempt at founding a revolu-
tionary socialist party!
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- . [Continued from page 1)
. ' In this situation, the top leader-
-ghip of the UAW did nothing. It
= judges the problem by the “heat
‘ put on the local union officers.”
- Here is certainly the bureaucratic
mentality in its essence.
“ . Can anyone imagine, or recall,
*+the Emil Mazeys, Brendon Sextons,
~“Walter Reuthers or dozens of other

- UAW leaders-of 15 years ago per- .

" -mitting that kind- of hiring situ-
‘-ation at City. Hall? Can anyone
- imagine the UAW of ten years
ago allowing ‘the. situation to de-
Aeriorate this badly, without taking
--gffective local action at least on
"-gomething solvable like this?

FIRST THINGS SECOND

Militant speeches at well-attend-

“-ed Washington tonferences (to
* which no unemployed will be dele-

* ~gates to speak for themselves) are

" mot even a substitute for the re-
“~quirements of the situation.

Detroit' UAW leaders have not
‘~even ecalled a conference of the
- gnemployed here, as the Flint un-
"_ionists did, with the governor and
*. Senators put on -the spot as speak-
:-grs. The reason? Can't show that
" $he anti-Reutherites got the jump
-+gn us! Such arguments show how

factiona.l!y-obsessed many Reu-
~4herites are.. For :prestige, power
. and . jobs- become the first concern
.. ==union .program and pelicies sec-
. ondary. )

Keeping things under control be-
.-.©omes the main.concern. Even such
.. bodies”as the Wayne County CIO
. Couneil, where dissidents like Ford

; Local 600. delegates and others are -

a minerity, present a major prob-
-lem. So the monthly meeting is
¢alled off. -
Better to depend on the local un-
~ion presidents: they. are “safe.”
The results speak for themselves.
. .The Washington conference,
however, comes at a time which
. may make it very embarrassing to

A UAW leaders. If a steel walk-

out is in progress, what can this
" conference do to get attention?
Any shrewd reactionary in Wash-
ington can baffle the UAW dele-
gates with the simple argument:
“Steel shortage? Tell Murray to
put the boys back to work!” Argu-
ment two: “Man, don't you know
there’s - a war going on?” Argu-
ment three: “You holler about
taxes? They go higher if we put
war work in Detroit. where wages
. are high!” Argument four: “If we
"~ give auto industry more steel, we'll
~ just take it away from some other
plants and increase unemployment
hiere!”

~FHAT MAN AGAIN

It is the inability of the Reunther
Yeadérship te answer this kind of
arguments, based on 100 per cent
“support of the war effort,” that is

" -:¢he basic- cause.of the floundering
-0f the UAW in this erisis: Only by
taking -'the kind of tack that

- ~Aneurin Bevan did in England, on

- the gquestion of guns versus butter,
could - one- begin' to answer the

- 'Fories of America effectively. But-

.. der first! But this is precisely what

“«{he Reuther leadership is unwill-
ing to-say; they are committed.

+“Naturally, one union leader in

-« America is doing his best to take
full advantage of this crisis. He is
‘John L. Lewis. More than pagsing

' significance is ‘attached in Detroit
to Lewis’ acceptance of an invita-

- {ion to speak at the Flint celebra-

" tion en February 17 of the historic

" General Motors strike of 1937.

Lewis has already come out for

‘+Backing the steel workers. His
speech at Flint will come at a
time when the UAW unemploy-
ment situation will be hitting even
harder. It will come just before
-e2oal negotiations.

How mueh difficulty- this can
cause the Reuther leadership is
ghown by the. fact®that Reyther
ias changed his mind about ighor-
ing John L. Lewis. This time Reu-
ther is mot snubbing an invitation
to speak on the same platform as
Lewis, as he:did when Lewis spoke
in Detroit last summer at the Ford

- Local 600 celebration. Reuther has
apnouneced that kewwill be-in Flint

aiso, to speak at-the victory meet- :

ACADEMIC FREEDOM—Cold war on the campus 1-1,16, NY Times sur-
vey 5-21,7. Prof Hook. & acad freedom 8-17,5. Bklyn Coll: Gideonse's
terror 1-154; ban‘on YPA 11-19.8. U of €al: court voids loyalty oath

| 4-16,2; ban on Shachtman (see under Shachtman). U of Chi: battle
over ‘Maroon' 10-22-2S; student heads waver 12-17-4S. Ohio State:
gag rule 11-54; 11-12.,4; 11~19,7. CCNY¥: Robeson case '11-26,2; 12-10,5.
LACC: free-speech fight, 5-14,1; cold war on academic freedom 12-24,5.

AFL—see also Labor: Bureaucracy; United Lab Pol Cemm—Cal- AFL

convention 9-17.2. :

AFRICA—see also South Africa; Gold €oast; other indiv countries—

Colenial students in. Brit 8-20,7.

ALGERIA—Ja-vote elec 3-26,4. Unite to fight: French 12-10,3.
AMERICANS FOR DEM ACTION—see also Liberalism—ADA & jour-

nalistic morality 11-12,5; campaign vs Smith Act 12-24,7.

AMER VETERANS COMM—Innocence by assoc” 8-6,3.
ANTI-AMERICANISM—Why on increase in Eur? 10-15,16.
ARGENTINA—Constitution 1-8,7. Lat- Am labor congr 1-294. RR strike

8-13,3. Inside Peron circus 9-17,2.-Military revolt 10-15,7. Peron’s bona-

partist election 12-24,3.

-ASIA—see also .indiv countries—Open letter “To Our Friends in Asia’

4-23,1.. ISL resolution 6-11,7. ‘Free Asia. & Korea peace ‘(L) 8-20,4.

Colonial students in Brit 8-20,7.

ASSOC: OF . CATHOLIC TRADE UNIONISTS (ACTU)—ACTU cries

Marxism in UAW 3-124.

ATLANTIC PACT—see North Atlantic Pact.

AUTO WORKERS—Reuther on wage freeze 2-58; effect of wage freeze
2-12,1. Bosses' link w gangsters 2-19,3. Reuther post on war bds? 3-5.1.
Probe Reuther shooting 3-19,2. Detr wildeat strikes 4-2,2. Schuetz case
4-30,2; victory 6-4,1. Fight Detr speedup 7-16,1. Speedup at Chrysler,
Hudson 7-30,2. Crackdown on wildecats 8-6,1. Will UAW back fighting
words? 10-29,2. New line on no-strike pledge 11-52. Call off Borg-
Warner strike 11-12,2. Attack by Cathelic spekesman, 12-24,2.

Internal situation: Crackdown on union press.1-29,1. Dues hike issue

2-26,2. Union elec in Detr 3-52. Storm signals 3-12,2. ACTU cries
‘Marxism’ 3-12,4, CP defeated in Cleveld local 3-26,2..Stellato-Reuther
fight 6-11,2. Ford lacal defies Reuther 6-18,1. Case-of alleged. pro-
Stalinist 6-25.2. Lewis gets cheers 7-2.1, Buroecratism-at conv. 8-13,2.

Ranks restless 9-24,2. Reuther on defensive 10-82; moves ag Stellato

. 0pp .10-22,1; trips at Chrysler .confer 10-22,2, Region 4 suffers 12-3.2.
National convention: Will UAW shew way?, 3-26,6. Issues -at conv
report 4-9.1; analysis 4-16,1; 4-23,6; sidelights 4-16,7. Post-conv. reac-

tions 4-23,7.

Political aetion: Anti-Truman feeling 2-26,1. Labor party resolu-
tion 4-16,7. Disappointed by Dems again 5-14,2. Confer rejects elec line
4-2,1. Conv report 4-9,1; analysis 4-16,1; 4-23,6; sicelights 4-16,7. Post-

conv redctions 4-23,7.

" Detroit unemployment situation: 1-221, Combating layoffs 1-29,2.

Reuther, Stellato stymied 11-26,1. UAW won't embarrass governor
12-10,2. Call union conference 12-17,1. UAW heads alibi inaction 12-31,1.

BALDANZI—see Textile Workers,

BASKETBALL—Defiled sanctuary: the fix 2-26.7.

BEVAN, ANEURIN—see- Britzin,

By JUAN REY

SANTIAGO, Dec. 14 —The
Bolivian government has
signed an.agreement to. em-
power a special UN control
commission to oversee its na-
tional economic and adminis-
trative policies and to "ad-
vise" the government and-ali
of its organs. This is.perhaps

' the: first fime that a- nation
will have surrendered itself
to foreign control.

Not only will every minis-
try and every minister have
~an “adviser” but it is report-
ed that even the president of
. the. republic will - have. his
own.: Thus this small: semi-
colonial country will be officially
under the guardianship of a United
Nations commission and ‘the gov-
ernment will be “advised” by: this
foreign commission at: the cost of
its pelitical and national severeign-
ty. . &
The control commission will ar-
rive in Bolivia to begin its work
in January.

WARDSHIP

The basis for this ward-status is
the “Keenleyside plan,” which pro-
vides for an analysis and criticism
of Bolivia's policies in the field of
economics, - administration, taxes
and imposts.

than in the neighboring countries
and also cheaper than if produced
in Bolivia. In this way the govern-
ment defended the country’s econ-
omy againsl the cynical exploita-
tion of imperialism. For, if tin was
cheap, so also was the official dol-
lar and so were food and other im-
ported articles.

UN HELPS RIGHT WING

Through its system of foreign
drafts obtained by the Central
Bank of -Bolivia 8nd obligatorily
delivered by the mine owners—be-
tween 50 .and 60 per cent of all ex-
ports — the . government financed
new industry in the country and
provided foods and other consum-
ers’ necessities. for the people, es-

. pecially for the miners.and indus-

As we have previously reported, -

the whole of Bolivia’s budget and

its national economic policy . is -
based on the exportation of min- .

erals, especially tin. The export of
tin.is the .source.of. 80 to. 95 per
cent. of .the national .income and
..the government budget. Te. protect
the value of these exports and its
balance with imports of necessities,
..in_the. last. 15; years. .the «Belivian
.,government..introdueed . a- special
T gxchg@ge_;—.pﬂli_@-f,\‘ﬂthy selation: fo
- :doHarimports, g0, that. feod. import-
ed .into the country was cheaper

iy e e

trial workers. This policy to a cer-
tain extent protected the national
economy against cynical robbery
and exploitation from outside. Of
course, the policy .of allotting for-
eign drafts to commerce and in-
dustry provided a big field for cor-
ruption; for the official dollar was
pegged at 60 balivianmos and the
“free " dollar” -at\ 100 bolivianes.
(Now the official dollar is at 60 for
milk, sugar and meal, and 100 for
other articles, and the “free dol-
Jar” oscillates around 200.)

‘The Right always fought this
policy which it called “socialist,”
because it controlled production
and export and compelled the de-
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BOLIVIA—Nationalists win 5-21,3. Military junta takes over: 6-11,4.
Natalia Trotsky’s letter 8-13,5. Crisis ‘made in USA’ 10-15,8. UN comm

to supervise govt 12-31,6.

BOOK REVIEWS—Fromm: Psychoanalysis & Religion 1-29,4; L 2-124.

Lowenthal: The FBI (see under FBI). Buber: Under Two Dictators
2-26,5. V.M.Dean: Europe & the US 2-26,5. Simpson: Meaning of Evo-
lution 3-12,4. The Fight for the Truth about the Concentration Camps
- 4-9,7.- Mills: - White -Collar 9-3,7. Colton: Sagas of - Struggle . 9-10,4.
Worrall: Energy & Matter 9-10,4. The House of Labor 10-1,4. Corn-
forth: Dialectical Materialism & Science 10-8,4. Kennan: American Dip-

lomaey 10-29,6.
BRAZIL—Polit situation 9-24,4.

BRITAIN—see also Econ Cond (Eur); Iran; Egypt—Fabian Soc (R)
2-124. Guns & strikes 2-26,6. War in Malaya (R) 3-5,4. Ddck strike
3-194. Town & country planning (R) 4-2,4. Bevan breaks with cabinet
4-30,1. Will Bev organize? 5-144; L 6-184. Article by Bev 5-28,4. Polit
scene ‘(L) 7-24. ‘One ‘Way Only* 7-16,3; analysis 8-6,6; 8-13,6. ISL
resolution 7-236; L 9-10,7. Bev gets support (L) 8-13,7. Colonial stu-
dents 8-20,7. TUC junks wage freeze 8-27,1. Socialist left & soc-democ-

- racy 9-10,6. Bev support at TUC 9-17,1. BLP calls new elec 10-1,1.
Bevan-Attlee truce .10-15,3. Second Bev pamphlet 10-29,4. Brit elec
results 11-5,1. US liberals & Brit elec 11-12,1. Crises before Churchill
11-12,8. Tory maneuver 11-12,8. Statement by Crossman 11-12,8. Tory
line pushes LP left 11-19,7. State of CP 12-3,2. Bevanites and Japan
treaty 12-10,3. Steel denationalizn (R) 12-10,4. Churchill says Bev is
right 12-7,1. Bevanites need organizn 12-17,3. Churchill's second

thoughts 12-24 3.

BULGARIA—Kolkhoz chaos (R) 7-9,4.

BURMA—End of civil war 11-26,3; L. 12-10,4.

CAPITALISM—‘Capitalism is-doomed’ but 4-30,1. New name for capi-
talism?: 4-30,3. Is US defending dem or capitalism? 5-7.4. Europe's

crisis & capitalist sys 12-3,1.

CATHOLIC HIERARCHY—see also . ACTU—Attack on.‘Miracle’ 1-15,2:

«2-26,8. Priests vs parishioners (R) 8-13,4. Truman’s Vatican deal 10-29,1,
Stepinac case & relig freedom 12-17.4.

CHILDREN—see also Econ Cond (US)—Child labor on increase 1-1,5.

CHINA—see Korean War; Truman Admin (For Pol) ;. Tibet.

CHURCHILL—see Britain.

. CICERO RIOT—see Jim Crow. _
. CI0—see also indiv unions; Labor Burocracy; United Lab Pol Comm;

Wage Freeze—Burocratism at Wayne Co conv 8-13,2; Murray on labor
day 9<10,2. Strength of CP unions 10-1,2. CIO convention 11-12,1:
11-19,1; sidelights, foreign pol 11-19,2.
CIVIL DEFENSE—A-bomb shelters (L) 1-8,2. Why apathy? 7-2,4. Popu-
* lation: dispersal 7-9,4. Civil defense through dispersal 12-244. ‘Garden

city’ plan 12-31,3.

CIVIL LIBERTIES—see also Supreme Court; Academic Freedom; FBI;
see reg column “Fight for Dem on the Home Front” beginning 10-22—
Meiklejohn blasts witchhunt 2-52. ‘FBI training’ in college 5-144.
ACLU condemns purge sys 7-16,2; issues annual report 8-6,2, Packing-
house workers condemn Smith Act 8-6,2. AVC & ‘innocence by assoc’

- (Continued on page 7)

livery of as much as 50-60 per cent
of the export dellars to the gov-
ernment, But the middle class and
the working class, and also the Na-
tionalist Party, supported the pol-
icy as a pelitical instrument to win
mass support. Now the Bolivian
Right has received powerful sup-
port from the camp of imperialism
and the UN, which is interested in
cutting the prices and, of course,
the value of the Bolivian currency
and of the standards of the Bo-

Jlivian workers.

The “Keenleyside: plan” is based
on this opposition to the “socialist”
policy of the Bolivian regime and
recommends a “liberal economic
policy” of “free exchange” and the

abolition of all government con-

trols over tin-export.

BLOW AT WORKERS

This reactionary plan also at-
tacks the social rights and security
measures, which the workers won
through years of bloody fights with
the bourgeoisie, as a “superfluous
and excessive burden on produc-
tion.” It also recommends the re-
duction of administrative expenses,
reduction of the bureaucracy and
the reform of the tax system. The
tin exports will be “liberated”
from the “excessive taxes,” -and
the burden will be transferred to
fixed taxes and income taxes, in-
cluding taxes on individual in-
comes.

UN Commission to Supervise Bolivian Gov't
Will Squeeze Country for Lowered Tin Prices

The aim of the plan is to cheap-
en the production of tin and other
strategic minerals through a drop
in the value of Belivian currency,
of the living standards of the Bo-
livian .workers and  middle class,
and by raising the prices of Amer-
ican export articles. By means of >
the “free” exchange pelicy which
is recommended by Keenleyside,
the price of meal, milk, sugar and
bread. bids fair to. be. inecreased by
350 per cent—that is, from the dol-.
lar at 60 units of the national cur-
rency to the dellar at 205-210 units.

In this way, this poor country
will bear the burden of U. S. war
policy and will have to- se].'l its min-

-erals at the lower price, The aim

_of this Keenleyside plan 'is to re-
duce the Bolivian werkers to slave-
like standards of living, to compel
them to work for the American
monopolies at hunger-level wages,
to harness the poor and hungry
Bolivian people to the triumphal
chariot of U. S. imperialism.

The American. workers have to
fight this plan as a danger to the
international working class.

‘Get ALL your books
from
Labor Action Book .Service
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y.
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(Continued from page 1)

3L -y as during the last war, the big

monopolies are growing fatter and
richer and that if the enormous
sacrifices ‘demanded by the war
economy are not to fall exclusively
on the shoulders of the common
people, the labor movement will
have to fight aggressively to main-
tain living standards. But at the
same time it supports Truman’s
foreign policy and his armaments
program and is fearful of fighting
lest it weaken his hand.

DIFFICULTIES REMAIN

(3) The union feels that it is
reaching that juncture, if it has not
already done so, where it will be
necessary to abandon the use of
the strike weapon whether it takes
a formal “no-strike” pledge or not.
And for this reason, it. demands
that the Wage Stabilization Board,
or some similar body, have the
right to intervene in labor-man-
agement disputes and make deci-
sions which are binding upon the
employers, In this way it hopes to

i.",. win from government boards what

<+ it could not win after surrendering
the use of the strike. Now Truman
proposes that the present dispute
be referred to the Wage Stabiliza-
tion Board; if the union refuses he
will get an injunction. The union
leadership is fearful of undermin-
ing the authority of the board by
a refusal, lest it undermine- its
whole' conception - of compulsory
arbitration on the style of the War
Labor Board of World War II.

But even if the union does de-
cide to postpone its strike and, we
would add, even if this dispute is
somehow compromised without a
strike, every irksome difficulty will
remain for thé union:

(1) The most likely compromise
is one which permits a wage in-
crease and-at the same time al-
lows steel prices to rise. In the long
run or in the short run this will
prove
movement. Economic Stabilization

Administrato? Roger L. Putnam -

has said that the industry’s profits
are too high to allow any price

“adjustment.” The attorney for the:

steel -union said: “We do not pro-
pose’ to permit the steelworkers’
union to .be used as a cat’s-paw
for the granting of unjustified
price increases to the detriment of
consumers and the defense pro-
gram.” =

(2) Right now, the decisions of
ithe Wage Stabilization Board are
“simply advisory and have no bind-
ing power. If the steel companies
do not like its ‘decisions they can
simply laugh them off. (If it had
mandatory’ powers, all the prob-
lems that the labor movement
faced with the old War Labor
Board would simply be before it
again.)

(3) However obligingly the un-
ion leadetship might allow Truman
to avoid the distasteful resort to
the old injunction in this instance,
it must and does understand that
it deals with a man and an ad-
ministration ‘whose first impulse in
any crisis is'toward wielding the
club of governmental coercion. Not
only is this knowledge humiliating
and irritating, not only does it
rankle, buit it becomes a permanent

" and''ever-present source of irrita-
tion"' between labor and the so-
called “Fair Deal” wing of the
Demoeratic' Party:'

Concentration
The U. S."Census Bureau reports
a rapid -trend toward fewer and

bigger farms: From 1940 to 1950

the number of farms fell from
6,097,000 to 5,384,000, a decrease of
nearly12 per cent. The size of the
average farm rose from 174 to 210
acres, a record high.

As the railroad labor weekly

X Labor comments, “If this trend

continues America will become

moré and more a country of big

‘landlord” farmers and ‘hired
hands.””
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ELECTIONS—see New York Politics; Labor Political Action.

ELECTRICAL WORKERS—Stalinists win in Phila Westghs 3-19,2. Tasks
before IUE conv 9-10,1; conv report 10-1,3. Buffalo Westghs strike
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GOLD COAST—Nkrumah govt (R) 9-10.4.

GREECE—US ambassador helps break strike: 7-30,1.

HALLEY, RUDOLPH—see NY Politics.

HANLEY SCANDAL—Pewey still mired 1-22.2,
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2-26,3. Policy toward Arabs 5-21,4. Elec issues (series): fight withx
relig bloc 5-28,5; 6-4,7: econ crisis 6-11,5; foreign pol 6-25,7. Elec
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ITALY—Magnani-Cucchi split in CP 2-194; spreads 2-264; perspective*
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KERENSKY, ALEXANDER —Debate w Shachtman' 2-19,1,6. Letter ¢
Times 7-16,4.
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LIB_ERAL PARTY—see New York Politics.

LIBERIA_——US protégé 5-21,3. Case of Liberia 6-25,3, ;

LONGSHOREMEN—Elec in West Coast ILA 5-28.2. NY dock strike
10-29,1; 11-5,3; 11-12,2; cease-fire on docks 11-19,3. Business & crime on
docks 11-28,2. Potential of AFL longshoremen 12-24.2,

LOYALTY' PURGE—see Civil Liberties,

‘MacARTHUR—On Jipan rearmament 1-8,1. Bigart on his policy (R}
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Death in.the-mines 12-31,2,
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iaonocco—rstiqmrs position 3-19,7.

MOVIES—Ban on ‘Miracle’ 1-15,2; 2-26,8. ‘Destination Moon® (rev) 2-5,4.

NATION (mag)—Sues New Leader 4-9,3.

NAT'L ASSOC FOR ADV OF COLORED PEQPLE—see also Jim Crow
—Branch elec in Phila 1-1,2. Fight on elem educ in South 3-5,7; 3-12,5.
Atlanta convention 7-9,2; 7-16,6.

NAT'L: ASSOC OF MANUFACTURERS—Embarrassing moment 10-29,1.
Stench offends best friends 10-29,4.

NAT'L MARITIME UNION—see Seamen.

NAT'L PARKS—Sneak attack 2-194.

‘NAT'LL. REPORTER’—Daily paper for labor? 3-26,7; may start soon

" 8-20,1; E 8-20,4.

NEAR EAST—see Middle East; indiv countries.

NEGRO DISCRIMINATION—see Jim Crow. _

NEW YORK POLITICS—see also Police Union—Hanley scandal 1-22,2.
Lib Party, FDR Jr & Franco 12-10,7.

City election: Lib Party puts up Halley 6-25,1. Old parties talk of
break with Libs 7-30,3. Lib Party & Halley campaign 8-27,3; 10-1,1;
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NEW YORK POST—Strange case of 8-13,1; sequel 8-27,1.

NORTH ATLANTIC PACT—see also Econ Cond (Eur)—Ottawa confer
9-24,1.

PACIFISTS—And SP's pro-war line 10-15,5; 10-29,5.

PANAMA—Canal zone discrimination 5-21, 4

PERON—see Argentina.

POINT FOUR—Plan for ‘capitalist farming’ 1-15.2. Rockefeller report
3-19,6. Syria: Point 4's blind alley 6-18,1; 8-20,2. Illusions dwindle
8-13,4.

POLAND—see also East Europe—New wave of repression 1-1,3. Cur-
rency reform 1-8,4. Regime’s squeeze on people, 2-12,3. War. prepara-

' tions 5-28,5. Strikes & riots 7-9,3. Regime retreats 7-30,3. Moscow grabs

. territory 8-6,3. Main danger for Russia 9-3,3." Disc on struggle for
freedom 9-17.3. Armed guerrillas 10-8,3. Gomulka’s rise & fall 12-10,3.
Food crisis 12-24,3.

POLICE UNION—Right to strike 4-9,2. Banned in NY 8-20,1.

POLITICAL ACTION—see Labor Political Action.

POUM—see Spain.

PRESS (US)—Warns of AP, UP distortion 8-20,2. Monopoly of press
8-278. Truman’s press order 10-15,2. Yugos & US press 11-26,4.

PRICES—see also Econ Cond (US)—Frozen at highest point 2-5,1.
Wages, prices, taxes 2-12,2. Price war 6-18,1. DJSallos price boosts
8-6,1. Price-index mystery 12-24,1.

PROFITS—GM all time record 3-19,5. CE Wilson & profit swmdle 4-23.
~ Peace scare 4-23,7. Generation of chiselers (R) 4- 30,4. Tax dodgers
' 5-21,1. Billion-dollar club 5-28,2. Corp execs’ take 6-18,1. First 1951
quarter 6-25,5. Congr passes pork-barrel Def Prod Act 7-9,1.

- RACE DISCRIMINATION—see Jim Crow; FEPC.

RAILROAD WORKERS—CIO’s new union 1-22,2. RR strike issues;
Wilson's appeal 2-12,1. Truman breaks strike 2-19,1; epilog 7-9,3.

BECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORP—RFC exposé 2-26,3. All hands
deep in dirt 3-5,2.

RENTS—Berkeley landlords rent steal 8-13,1.

REUTHER—see Auto Workers.

o

" ROUSSET TRIAL—On Russ slave labor 1-1,1; 1-29,8,

RUSSIA—see also Ukraine; East Eur countries; Stalinism; Korean War;
UN—Slave labor: Rousset trial 1-1,1; 1-29,8; hearing on 1-15,3; 1-223;
" ISFTU report 10-1,4; 10-8,8. Religion (R) 1-1,4. The foment-revoli-in-
. Russia school 1-29,3; Washgtn & revolt in Russia 6-11,6; Washgtn &
Russ  émigrés 6-25,6; 8-6,4. ‘Darkness at Noon’ (rev) 1-29,7. Lesson
‘from the underground 2-5,6. Shachtman-Kerensky debate 2-19,1,6.
. Purge of historians 2-19,2. New issue of Vpered 4-9,4. ‘The Fight’
-~ (rev) 4-97. Genocide of Jews 4-9,7. Roots of Stal imperialism 5-7,3.
Anti-sex league? 5-14,1. Enslavement of village (R) 5-15,4. Birobidjan
& Jews (R) 6-4,4. New evidence in Trotsky murder 6-4,8, Russ music
(R) 6-11,4. Articles in Vpered 7-9,3. Case of Vesna orgzn (R) 7-164.
Kerensky & Co. letter to Times 7-16,4. Grabbing in Iran 7-30,4.
. Ukrainian on Russ ques 7-30,7. Moscow & Franco 9-3,3. Monument of
Leon Trotsky 9-10,3. Stalin’s ‘full communism’ (E) 9-24,4. Russian
" idyll: sad tale of stoolie 10-15,4. Foreign policy of A-bomb 10-224.
NAM’s embarrassing moment 10-29,1. Vishinsky’'s early life 11-124.
.Suppression of Marx's works 11-26,6. US ‘subversive program’ 12-17,4.

' SCHLESINGER, ARTHUR—Schlesinger vs Schlesinger 7-9,6.

SCHUMAN PLAN—see Econ Cond (Eur).

SCIENCE—Scientists on sociology 1-8,4. Fromm on humanistic relig
1-29,4; L 2-12.4. Conservation & MVA 2-5,4. ‘Destination Moon’ (rev)
2-54. Perspective of scientists’ groups 2-26,4. Group organization
3-5,4. Meaning of evolution (rev) 3-12,4. Social psych & dialectics
3-19,4. Operations research 3-264. Scientific method & socialism
4-16,4. Role of scientists’ orgzns 5-21,4. Scientific progress vs ‘loyalty’
9-3,4. ‘Energy & Matter’ (rev) 9-10,4. Facts of life at chemists’ congr
9-17,4. Conant on future 9-24,4. Cornforth on Lysenkoism 10-84. Bio-

" logical warfare 10-22,4. Pope’s speech 12-174.

SEAMEN—New coast guard security card 1-15,3. Union fight on coast

= 2-5,2. SIU okays witchhunt 9-3,2,. NMU & wage freeze 10-8,2.

SHACHTMAN, MAX—Speeches in Phila 1-22,2. Debate with Kerensky
2-19,1,6. Speeches on coast tour 5-14,2. National tour 10-15,4; in Canada

' 12-3,2. UC ban on meeting 11-26,1; 12-3,1; 12-10,1; E 11-26,4; ISL letter
11-26,8; summary article 12-17,18.

SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL—Founded at Frankfurt congr 7-30,1.
Socialist left & social-dem 9-10,6; reply by German Marxists & re-
joindes 12-314.

SOCIALIST PARTY—see also Thomas, Norma.n—Re51gns from SP (L)
1-15,7. Referendum on polit action 3-5,5. Reading SP opposes 3-26,3.
Step toward oblivion 5-14,5. Thomas & Call on Smith Act 6-18,4. Cal
SP threatens split 7-16,5; its war resolution 8-6,5. SLID convention
8-27,5. SP & radical pacifists 10-15,5; 10-29,5. Thomas keeps factional
pot boiling 11-19,4.

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY—see also Fourth International—Its
erisis 1-1,2. In Phila NAACP 1-12. On China & Monroe Doctrine

 1-15,8. In anti-Franco united front 4-16,8. Ques of united front with
(L) 5-15,5. Line on Korea cease-fire 7-16,3; 8-6,5. Johnsonites split
8-274. ‘Theoretician’ on Russ ques 9-174.

SOCIALIST YOUTH—see also Student Movement; Academic Freedom

. —West coast youth confer 4-16,1; 5-21,2. Draper tour 4-30,4. Youth &
war 5-7,7. Free-speech fight in Los Ang 5-14,1. United action on coast
(L) 6-4,7. SYL convention report 7-23,1. With the SYL 10-22-3S.

SOUTH AFRICA—Rally against Malan 6-4,2. Afr Nat'l Congr (R) 10-29,4,

SPAIN—Franco’s army (R) 1-8,4. Constitution 1-8,7, Barcelona gen
strike 3-19,1” Socialist undergrd appeals 3-26,1. Wheat to Franco (E)
4-2,4. European left 4-2,4. How Barcelona strike began; Franeo's terror;
a new chapter opens 4-2,6. Strikes spread 4-9,1. Picketing Franco
consulates 4-9,1; 4-16,1,2,8; 4-23,3; 5-21,8; 5-28.2; rally in Buffalo

.© 7-9.8, Letters from POUM 4-30,5; 8-20,4, Revolution in making 4-30.6.
More gen strikes 5:14,6. May day in Spain 5-21,1. Franco’s weakness

5-21,5. Eyewitness in Barcelona 6-4,4. Lull in Spain? 6-18,3. AFL re-

ports Franco tottering 7-9,1. US seeks Franco alliance 7-30,1. POUM
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stresses anti-Franco unity 7-30,3. Adm Sherman celebrates Franco
. (L) 8-13,7. ‘New Leader’ for Franco deal 8-27,8. Moscow & Franco
9-3,3. Don Juan & SP 9-17,2. Franco's fake elec 12-33. POUM war
resol 12-3,4.

SPELLMAN, CARDINAL—Attack on ‘Miracle’ 1-15,2; 2-26,8.

STALINISM (Internat’l)—see also various countries; East Eur—Mani-
festo of the medicine men 1-8,7. ICFTU line 7-23,3. Stal youth festival
in Berlin 8-27,6; L 9-3,4. Collectivzn & peasant resistance 12-3,6:

STALINISM (US)—see also Civil Liberties—CP’'s business empire (R)
2-54. Marcantonio & CP 2-5,5. Fur workers union 3-12,7. Disc on
united front with CP (L) 5-14,5; united fronts on campus 8-6,4; 9-10,5.
Stal youth & draft 9-24,5. Strength of CP-led unions 10-1,2. ‘Sweezyite’
indep Stalinists 11-26,5.

STANDLEY, ADM.—Anti-red’ drive 1-1,1.

STEEL WORKERS—Strike at ACCO 2-19,2; 4-23,2. Murray’s contradic-
tion 12-10,2; girds union for strike 12-24,2, Murray may backwater
12-31,1.

STUDENT MOVEMENT—see also Academic Freedom; Conscription;
Youth—In Seattle 3-124. ‘FBI training' in college 5-14,4. Fighting
Stalinism 7-30,4. Unit fronts w Stalinists 8-64; L & reply 9-10,5;
ADA & journalistic morality 11-12,5. Liberals & war 8-13,5. Liberals’
practicality 8-20,5. SLID convention 8-27,5. Reactionary attack on
schools 10-1,5; 10-8,5. Student federalist conv 10-22,1S; 11-55. Free
speech at Sather Gate 10-22,1S. Battle over ‘Maroon’ 10-22,2S. Gideonse
rides again 10-22,2S. Bklyn Coll elec scandal 11-19,8. Sweezyite pro-
posal 11-26,5. Phila students vs Pechan bill 12-172S. CCNY & Grove-
land case 12-17,3S.

‘STUDENT SOCIALIST'—4-page section 10-22; 12-17. One-page section
11-19.

SUDAN—see also Egypt—Issue in Sudan 12-24,6.

SUPREME COURT—Feiner case & other decisions 1-29,3. Demsmns on
subv list 5-14,2, OKs Smith act 6-11,1. Law & cold war 6-18,5. Kutcher
case as test 7-16,8. On bail & informers 11-12,4.

SWEEZYITES—Proposal on students 11-26,5.

SWITZERLAND—And Marshall Plan 2-12,6.

SYRIA—Point 4’'s blind alley 6-18,1; 8-20,2.

TAFT, ROBERT A.—Plan for garrison state 1-152.

TAXES—New tax bill soaks poor 9-3,1.

TEXTILE WORKERS—Baldanzi group organizes 7-30,2.

THOMAS, NORMAN—see also Socialist Party—New line on civil lib
1-15,6. On Tito 6-4,4. On Smith Act 6-18,4. Thomas & 3rd camp 11-5,1.

TIBET—Mao’s coup 6-4,3.

TITOISM—see Yugoslavia.

TRESCA CASE—New evidence 1-8,2; from El Campesino 3-26,2. Inquiry
- still on 12-24,7.

TROTSKY, LEON—New*evidence on murder 6-4, 8. Monument of 9-10,3.

TROTSKY, NATALIA—Breaks with 4th Int'l 6-11,1; Natalia’s indict-
ment 6-11,3; effect in Bolivia 8-13,5. '

TRUMAN ADMIN (Domestic Policy)—see also Econ Cond (US); Wage
Freeze; RFC; Corruption; Prices; Profits; Civil Liberties; Taxes;
FEPC—State of union message 1-15,1. Wage-freeze plan 1-22,1. Fair
Deal as zombie 1-29,1. RR strike 2-19.1; 7-9,3. Big business & war bds
4-9.2. Housing 6-25,2. Lesson on Fair Deal 7-9,7. Copper strike broken
9-17,1. Order on press secrecy 10-15,2.

TRUMAN ADMIN (Foreign Policy) —see also Cold War; Korean War;
UN; Point Four; Conscription; Econ Cond (Eur); MacArthur; Voice
of Amer; Japan Treaty; Spain; India; other indiv countries—State of
union message 1-15,1. New US offer on China 1-22,1. Liberals & war

crisis 1-22,6. Blackjacks allies on China 1-29,1; 2-5,3. Foment-revolt-in-"

Russia school (L) 1-29,3; Wash & revolt in Russia 6-11,6; and Russ
émigrés 6-25,6; 8-64. Voice of Amer 1-29,8. In Germany (R) 2-264.
Squeeze on Lat Am at conf 4-9,2. Is US defending democracy? 5-74.
- Marshall’s testimony 5-21,1. GIs’ opinion, Times survey 5-28,4. Vanden-
burg says US aims to dominate 6-4,1. Acheson edges to GOP line
6-11,1. US Asia policy 7-23,1. State Dept film documentary 8-20,8. Anti-
Americanism in Eur 10-15,1. Can US take over Brit emp pieces?
10-22,1. Foreign policy of A-bomb (E) 10-22,4. Truman’s Vatican deal
10-29,1, Backs oil cartel on Iran 11-12,3.

UKRAINE—Moscow admissions on undergrd 1-29,6. Article by Poltava
1-29,6. Lesson from the underground 2-5,6. New issue of Vpered
4-9.4; 7-9,3. What they think of Voice of Amer 5-21,1, Behind Ukraine
purges 7-30,6. On Russ ques 7-30,7. Church as Kremlin's agent 9-174.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE—New NY law 4-30,4.

UNITED AUTO WORKERS—see Auto Workers.

UNITED LAB POL COMM—see also Wage Freeze—AFL pulls out
8-20,1; comment 8-27,2.

UNITED NATIONS—see also Korean War; Cold War; Truman Admin;
Japan Treaty—US blackjacks allies on China 1-29,1; 2-5,3. Famine aid
to India 2-5,1. Slip by Reston 6-25,8. Be-Kind-to-UN week 10-29,7.
US runs into snags 12-24,1.

UNIVERSAL MILITARY TRAINING—see Conscription,

VENEZUELA—Suicide by oil (R) 11-54. ¢

VIET-NAM—see Indo-China.

VISHINSKY, ANDREI—Stalinist success story 11-124.

VOICE OF AMERICA—Mumbling voice 1-29,8. What they ‘think in
Russia 5-21,1.

WAGE FREEZE AND CONTROLS—Truman'’s plan 1-22,1, Soaks labor
both ways 2-5,1. Reuther on wage freeze 2-5,8. Effect on UAW 2-12,1.
Wages, prices, taxes 2-12,2. Labor leaders’ stand 2-19,1, ULPC walks

out of wage bds 2-26,1; 3-5.1; Washgtn confer 3-19,1; 3-26.1; return to.

war bds 4-16,3; 5-14,3. Has labor a line? 7-16,1. Behind congress lineup
7-16,2. No wage freeze for corp execs 7-30,8. Decontrol bill 8-13,1.
NMU, Rieve & wage bd 10-8,2. GM's Wilson on inflation 10-8,4. Labor
leaders squeezed both ways 10-15.2. Pressure building up 10-222. CIO
conv threatens wage freeze 11-12,1; 11-19,1, Murray's contradiction
12-10,2.

WAGE STABILIZATION BOARD—see Wage Freeze.

WAR—see also Korean War; Cold War; Military Budget; Truman Admin
(Foreign Pol); and cross-references—Special issue on Socialism & War
5-7. Collier’s goes to war 11-5,6.

WAR BOARDS—see also Wage Freeze—Big business domination 4-9,2.

WEST POINT—Cadets expelled, generals exported 8-13,1.

WHITE COLLAR—see Middle Class.

WILSON, C. E.—see also Wage Freeze—Appeal on RR strike 2-12,1. In-
tervention in copper strike 9-17,1.

WINCHELL, WALTER—Sugar Ray KOs Winchell 11-5,4.

WORLD FEDERALISM—UWF in decline 10-1,2. Student federalist conv
10-22,1S; 11-5,5.

YOUTH—Stal youth festival in Berlin 8-27,6; 1 9-3,4. Ithaca youth
assembly 9-3,5. The silent generation 12-17,1S. Terror against youth
in E Ger 12-17,3S.

YPSL—see Socialist Party.

YUGOSLAVIA—Tito's turn to west 3-5,6. Debate with Yugo rep 3-26,2.
Slips into US bloc 4-23,5. N. Thomas on 6-4,4. ISL resolution 6-18,7;
dise 7-2,6,7. Two Stal poems 6-18.8. FI's love wanes 8-13,4. Tito’s peace
outfit. flops 11-12,3. Criticize attack on US press 11-26,4. Collectivizn
& peasant resistance 12-3,6. Stepinac case (E) 12-17,4,

ZIONISM—see also Israel—Neumann article (R) 7-30,4. Triple crisis of

Zi.on'l:m 9-17,6; 9-24.6. i
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The numbers following each |.
entry give the date and page.
number of the issme in which
it appeared; thus: |

12-17,6, indicates the issue of :
December 17, page 6.

12-17,1,6, would indicate the
issue of December 17, pages 1
and 6.

Note that in the “Student So-
cialist” sections of LABOR AC-
TION, page numbers are fol-
lowed by “S.” Thus:

12-17,28 indicates the issue of
December 17, page 2-S.

The fullest listing is by SUB-
JECT. Names and personalities
mentioned in articles are usual-
ly not listed separately unless
the article is primarily about
the given person. Entries relat-
ing to foreign countries are
listed under the name of the
country, usually regardless of
subject.

Successive entries which are
related to each other are sepa-
rated by semi-colons, instead of
periods, to so indicate. In some
cases, related entries are group-
ed under subheadings printed
in boldface type.

ABBREVIATIONS

E—Editorial.
L—Letter to the editor.

R—The column “Reading
from Left to Right” (notes on
current magazine articles).

Gentleman's
Agreement

How newspaper publishers in a
community cover up for each
other:

The editor of the Boston Herald,
John H. Crider, recently resigned
from that newspaper after the pub-
lisher had suppressed his eritical
review of Senator Taft's new book
on foreign policy. Papers all over
the country carried the item.

“No newspaper in Boston, how-
ever, printed the news of Crider's
resignation,” the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch points out. “By what pos-
sible reasoning did the Boston
newspapers themselves fail to print
it?”

The answer, of course, is well
known. It's the same as the reason -
why newspapers don't print news
about libel suits against other»\
newspapers—especially when the
case is won by the plaintiff. The
big-press monopolists have a gen-
tlemen's agreement not to embar-
rass each other.

Catholic Politics

A Catholic prelate in Britain
last month put his foot in it when
he came out with a statement
which clearly indicated the church
hierarchy’s interest in swinging its
weight in non-spiritual politics.

Dr. Downey, the archbishop of
Liverpool, spoke about the “pretty
equal” division of the country be-
tween the Tories and Labor and
stated that this situation is .likely
to continue. “I hope it will,” he
added, “because the longer it goes
on, the stronger will be our influ-
ence as a Catholic body, and I
think we may get the privilege of
holding the balance o power.”

Comments the London Tribune:
“Here is a plain ‘statement that
Catholics should vote as a separate
party or at least as a separate in-
fluence, that the predominant con-
sideration in their minds when
they go to the polls should be their i
Catholic allegiance, and that they 4

1

should seek to sway the result of
British elections for Catholic pur-
poses. If this were to happen, it
would be a development of deadly
seriousness. It would provoke an- /e il
inevitable reaction and one result -
would be the threat to our prin--

ciples of religious toleration.”

\ 4
B )

You're Invited
to speak your mind-in the letter
column of LA. Our policy iz to:.
publish letters of general poktwal .
interest, regardless.. of views.

Keep them to 500 words..
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